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VIENNA
to anyone. (B) e : Dated February 19, 1938
' Rec'd 2:10 p, m,

Seeretary of State,

3 ]
FE
Washington, ﬂ_\ﬁ Qv-
RUSH jlan

.

31, February 19, 2 pe m,

STRIMILY CONWIDENTIAL,

19V /€9 29L

On instructions of his Gavcfnmznt French Minister
has SEEN Ghanﬂt;lur Schuschnigg and informed him of
French r:prsécnﬁations in Berlin where French Ambassador
informed German Government that France considered the

independence of Austrias indispensable for peace of

acol €8 B34

Eurcpe, Puaux told the Chancellor France and England
wEre concerting action and he enquired what France
could do in order to help Austria. Chancellor replied
that it was essential to eradicate impression of
Halifax vislt, Great Britaln could do a great deal

in Berlin, Hitler eagerly cdesired an understanding
with Lﬁhdon. Apove all Schﬁnchnigg sald France and
Great P'ritain rust not permit Germany to get the

Impression that they wonld be pasalve should Austria

_be vialated, The Chancellor explalined that Germany

had



REB

2-#31, From Vienna, Feb,19, 2 p.m.

had demanded the exchange of 100 officers., He added
that in the interest of "comradgship® between the two
armies he had willingly acquiesced but had not
agreed to any fixed number which he intended to keep
reduced and of lower rank. Germany had also demanded
currency union and complete coordination of the
tconomy of the two countries within thelr separate
frontlers. This he categorically refused. He admitted
that the sltuation had become much more dangerous and
difficult. He claimed however that he had not yet
"lost the game" and still had trumps to play.
Chancellor seemed less sure of himself when the
french Minister queried him with regard to the
sirnificance of the admittance of National Socialists
Into the patriotic front (see my 30, February 19, 1 p.m.).
He replied however that thecy would have to accept the ’
principles of the Chrlstlan cooperative state. The
“rench Minister asked what would remain of thelr
weltanschauvung., Schuscehnigs replied hatred of the
Jews and Sociallsm,

The Chancellor Informed the French Minister that

Sevas=-Inauart had never been . member of the National

Socinlist




3-#31, From Vienna,Feb,19,2p.m.

Socialist Party in Austria and that his greatest fear
was that he would show himself too good an Austrian
which might precipitate matters with Hitler, Seyss-
Inquart had nc£ been personally known to Hitler and
had been recommended to Goering by a group of
intellectual but not activast Nezis iIn Austria,

The French Minlater clariflied role of Italy in
recent events. Itallan Minister informed February 10th
on the proposed visit, Mussolinl acquiesced. After
the Chancellor's return from interview with Hitler
Hussolinl acquiesced in reconstruction of Government,
Sechuschnigg has not been keeping the Italians fully
informed. Schuschnigg explained that everything he
had conflded to Rome had been repeated to Berlin.

French Minister 1s urging the Chancellor to sEE
Mussolini.

Schmidt not present at interview,

The French Minister considers the situation as
Eﬁcoumging in respect of the immediate future. He
fears however that at best one cannot look forward to

more than slx months respite.

Repeated by telegraph to Rome, Paris, Berlin
and London,

WILEY
CsSB
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This telegram must be Vienna
closely paraphrased be= _ ’
fore beinfy ocommunicated Dated March 26, 1938

to anyone, (B)
‘ Rec'd 8:25 a.m,

Secretary of State,

Washinzton.

144, March 25, _11 a M,

FRO0i! MILITARY ATTACHE.

"7 alked with Hungarian oolleague who states his
belief Czechoslovakia defining economic and politlical
suffocation that six months will sec liquidation of
Czeclhoslovakia without necessity of war, As German
minority demands are presented the demands of Poland
and Hungary will be simultaneously formulated, Hungars
ian Army G 2 stated Hungary would being intensive cam-
paign for minorities., Newspaper reports indicate this.

already begun,"

WILEY
RR sW/C
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED (fJuL 931939
REB pase o lbng.,
This telegram must be
clgsely paraphrased beppom VIENNA
fore being communicated .
to anrone, (br) . Dated July 22, 1938

Rec'd 3:05 pe. m.‘“”-23 1938

Secretary of State,

@’ MR, DUNN r‘i?’

£ JULzal?B .
Serumeen ' >

\lashington,

RUSH

271, July 22, 5 p. ms
STRICTLY CumaITTYM™TAT

Though no large concentration of troops greatly

€05 /29°409L

increased military activities during the last few
weeks, preparations for offensive uarfn;z.}ncluding
ailr fields are being rushed to complet stocks
of foodstuffs and motor fuél arc being 'ﬂézmhlcd,

reserviats and doectors are beinz called up for short

aaTTg

muster or ordered to await call, rumors from military
and party sources allege that ultimatum to and
1nvn;1on of Czechoslovakia scheduled for this year,

British pagsport control officer, whofnppnrsntly
TEpresenta British military intelligzence, believes
that either war 1s imminent or that Germans are %
ereating atmosphere with view to extracting far-

1 ¢

1\".

reachin; concessions, -
Repeated to Berlin,
GW-CSB

WILEY

W




OF TELEGRAM
STRICTLY ColliummriAL. From: American Consulate General,
Vienna, Germany.
To: Secretary of State,
Washington, D. C.
Dated: July 22, 1938, 5 p.m.
Rec'd: July 22, 1938, 3:05 p.m.
For some weeke past military activities have been

intensified though troops have not been concentrated,

but air field oconstruction and offensive war prepara-

tions have been expedited. The assembling of motor

fuel and foodstuffs has been noted, and doctors as well

as reservists are on short muster or under call orders.

Reports originating in Party and military circles claim

that before the end of the year the (Germans may enter

Czechoslovakia in connection with an ultimatum. A

source consldered as representing a British military

information organization nolds the opinion that Germany

is elther endeavoring to build up a background which she

may intend for bargalning purposes, or that she may in-

tend to take armed action in the near future.

g
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AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL
VIENNA, July 26, 1938.

SueJECT: MILITARY SITUATION.

A MWW

THE SECRETARY OF STATE. =~ . _F

SRRICTLY oo e

THE HONORABLE

SThiciLr bUHrIUtHlMHIHﬁTﬂN

SIR: Ay }
M ‘5 <06

Confiming my telegrams No. 271 of July 22, 1938,

5 p.m., and No. 273 of July 25, 1938, 1 p.m., relative

to military activities in Austria, I have the honor to

rfepcrt thet there is no evidence of any large conecentration

%?f troops in the region of Vienna nor along the Austro-

_,‘?qur.:h frontier., German army forces in Austria is a

“ subject which hes greatly interested my British colleague,

4 end he tells me that as a result of his researches he
estimates the number of German, as distinguished fru;
Austrian, troops of all arms now in the Ostmark at 18,00Q.
Constently, however, new units are being identified, but
without substantial change in the total number. 80 far -
g8 13 known, there hes been neither increase nor reduction
in the mechaniged equipmant{*] of the Army in Austria
during the lust several months, For example, the large
perk of tanks at Laxenberg (nezr Vienna) has remained
stotie sinece the invesion of Austria,

Preperations for offensive wurfere are, however, being

rushed

(*) Relisble reports indicate that the quality of the
mechenized equipment is distinectly inferior. The

mechanienl casualties in the invasion of Austrlie greatly

oxceeded whot might nomally hove been expected.

LLS/29" 409L
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rushed to oompletion, and work on military air flelds
18 being conducted day and night{*), A high authority
of the Technische Hochschule, & man with world wide renown
in the field of engineering, informed me thet military
prepaerations in Austria would be campleted by the middle ,
of August. The technical facilities of the Hochschule
have been taken over by the military authorities, and I
gathered the impression that my informant was speeking on
a basls of considerable kmowledge. Scmetime ago he was
called to Berchtesgaden for personal consultation with the
Fithrer. He described the autlo;R as "most alerming"™.

There is a very general calling up of many classes
of reservists for short muster, ranging from five days to
eight weeks service. lany doctors have received
instructions not to leave the area of their hames and to
be prepaered at any time to respond to a summons from the
militery authorities.

From several sources along the frontier I have
definite information that in certein areas there the
population is being evacuated; in meny instances ebandoning
their crops in the fields. Where egtates have been
involved, the owners have been obliged to sell. FPeasents
have been promised indemmnificetion in houses and lend
elsewhere iln Geirmeny. The purpose is presumebly that of
militery works.

In rotoring over the countryside, one frequently sees
army motor trucks. They bre never in great mumbers, but

they give

(*) Mr. Horgan has personally confirmed this.
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they give the appearance of being engeged in definite missions.
It may therefore be possible that the German General Staff
is following the same tactles that were adopted in the East
in the days of the Black Reichswehr and is quietly storing
arms, munitions and militery supplies in country houses.
Probably frontier bases are being prepered for a possible
advance into Czechoslovakia. Foreign Military Attachés,
however, have not &8 yet been able thoroughly to investigate
the countryside and there %s no indication that foreign powers
have succedded in organizing efficlient ™services™ in the
Ostmark.

8o far I have not been able to get confirmation from
loeel oil compenies that abnormel stocks of motor fuel are
being assembled. I have, however, definite information
that substentisl quentities of gasoline are belng sent
into Austria from Germany by reil in drums and in fleets
of motor tonk wagons. Also a "third party", according to
reliable information, is now negotlating on behalf of the
military authorities for extensive storage space for moter
fuel along the Danube. There is, moreover, information
thet food supplies are being collected in Austrie for

military purpoges.
It is difficult to eveluate the character of the fore-

going indicutions. The conquest of Austria would

peturelly imply thet the Germen General Staffl would endecvor
to consolidate the military position in Austria as rapidly

as fecsible, and it is perhaps possible that there is nothing
underwey thot exeeeds the German conception of normal

rreparedness. It is, moreover, true that the German

General Staff conslders that the Austrian Aruy must be

entirely
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entirely re-equipped and retrained as a prerequisite for
military service., The faot remains, .hnrn-r, that no
time is being lost in order to mohroni:.- military
preparedness with the harvest, which mey possibly lend
the shadow of eredence to the many rumors current in
respect of German designs on ﬂzaohuﬁwakiu.

As was the cszse berlore the Anschluss, there are
many disquieting rumeors and reports. Field Marshall
Goering is sald to be talking in a most alerming mamner, -
repercussions from Liunich allege that the Fihrer is in
a dangerous temper, Party members have droppred casual
remeris that would suggest thet they antieipate ﬂﬁ& in
the near future, Germen officials of foreigm oil
companies have become close-mouthed, and there have even -
been indications rrmn German military sources which are
far from reassuring: Lr. Alfred W. Donegen, Foreign
Service Orficer retired, who hus been living in Vienna
for the past yecr or two, has just transferred ‘hia
residence to the United Stetes, When he took lecve of

an Austrian ofificer now on active service in the German

Aruy, the latter sugsested that they would probably never ©

meet egein,  He told Lir, Donegan that Germany would
send an ultimatum on August 15th, thet the ultimatum
would be followed luniedistely by the invasion of
Czechoslovakla., Another alemalng foetor which is being
cited is the faet that Germany expects to have a buuper
orup.l Finelly, Reichswehr privates have boasted theat
they would soon be on wortime pay.

The Polish 1ilitary Intelligence (which is in close
touch with the Polish Consulute Gencrzl) slso seems to

believe




believe that war will ocome this year; that time is
working against Germany., French Military Intelligenoce
(the office of the Military Attaché in Berlin frequently
sends an officer to Vienna) takes a less pessimistic
view, but is exeroising great vigilance, The British
Consul Generel is under orders to watch constently for
any sign of mobilization., He feels the responsibility
acutely. He tells me thet a telegram from him could
start ™mofficial® mobilizetion in Great Britain
forthwith.

My own impression is thet the diplomatic situetion :
between Germany and Czechoslovekia is too sctive for it
quietly to subside without at lesst & period of tension.
The visits of Henlein and Captein Wiedemann to London;
the advent of Runcimen in Prague are thought by local
observers to be less reassuring than slarming. They
are believed to be last minute efforts to reconcile the
Czechs to a self-abnegation which camnot be realized

by mere persuasion.

The present German objective, however, may be
limited. Perhaps a diplomatic victory will suffice
for the present; something thot would be & prelude to
eventual final motion in the feshlon of the agresnent of
July 11, 1936, between Austris end Germany,which preceded
the Ansohluss.

There appears to be at least one encourcping feotor
in the situation, namely, thot Cernany would not desire
the disuemberuent of Ozechoslovaiia to glve Polend and
Huncary a corwon frontler. This, I am teold, is a subjeoct

f which is
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which is quite openly disousscd in well informed Nazi
. oircles, where the thesis is maintained that Hungery and
Polend es contiguous stutes would constently plot and
gonnive against the Relch.
qu purpose of the foregoing is neither to forecast
wer or peece, but to bring to the attention of the
Depertweént such manifestctions &s ere visible from
Vienna, together with those echoes which recch the
provineial capitul of the Ostmark. The role of Austrias,
of course, is that of Geruany's springbouard into the
" Balkens. The springing, though, will be done from the
Alt Reich and in consequence the perspective here is
foreshortened, The political espect of anti-Sexitiam
is, however, beconing clecr. Pan-Slavism was the
vehicle for Russian expansion. Anti-Semitism is evidently
to be a parallel development. In other words, anti-
Semitism directed from Berlin will endeavor to play the
erstwhile role of Pen-Slavism directed from St. Petersburg.

Respectfully yours,

JOW/nip .
File No. B20

oy
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Supplementing my daapatuh No. pdnr July 2 %195&

- I have the honor to report that military preparations
. -"‘ qnntinuu on what appears to be an ever increasing scale.
ma is partioularly true of military air fields, whioh
|". nppaar literally to be studding the country. In the
¢ f\( nl" : imlnadiata vioinity of Linz there are already four, and

\
\ .a fifth is to be constructed, An addliticnal fleld with

9°409L

1L9/2

erground hangaers is being constructed not far from Vienna
near St. Andrfi-Wirden in the wieinity of the at-atit;n
Langenlebarn. Indeed, plens in respect of aviation would
appear to foresee the possibility of war in the eiron a
very large scale.

Reports from various sources indicate that special
attention is being paid to anti-airoraft defenses;
particulerly in and around strategic or industrial
centers. At the Neusiedlersee, & small body of water
at the Hungarian frontier which is a favorite Viennese
resort pluce for the small bourgeolsie, there 1s noquont"
night firing practice which, according to first hand

‘E
agcounts, shows surprising accuracy. The system employ eds

is simple end apparently effective: the point of
intersectlon of three searchlight beams is converted into
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a moving target. BShell bursts from rapid-fire anti-
o aireraft batteries indicate the accuracy of the fire.
The informent states that there is en emazing number of
"bulls-eyes”, .
" Ascording to first hand end relisble information
forty-nine villages elong the Czech frontier have already
been evacuated by the German authorities. This includes
not merely the local population, but live stock as well.
In various reglons throughout Austria all owners of
motor cars are obliged to report to the military asuthorities
with thelr wvehlelea., This measure is described as a
normal mobllization exerolse,
In respect of the calling up of reservists, there
is nothing special to add to previous reports. Many
are given the oholce of appearing for service now or

in the apring.

JOW/1mp.
File No. B20

Copy to: Embassy at Parls
n " Berlin

L
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‘01 Supplementing my despatch Ifo. 378 of August 18, m
- # L ]
hf : 1988, in which mention was—ihde of the evecuztion of ;?3
4 X s O Germen villages clong the Czechoslovakian frontier, = a-
'y
! hT I heve the honor to report thet I heve received the R‘f
4 following information directly from cn informent whom
I consider as entirely relisble. 4is will be nbdted, Le
glves his snurce:n. ﬁu
L)
Villeces iideh cre alrecuy evacunted
oT alch ore to Le evoounbed: . 1
4 ) 3. accordiing to inform.ctlon obialnuu Ifron i
A ~_ sifudetlonary of the county ndudinistrotion
- 7. (freisleitung): s
> In tihe alstriet of .llanstelg (South-
- b~ west of G8pfritz) 2C villnges (lncluded ;
[ ; smong viieh is the "origlnal" houe of '

iitler, the villasze of DBllershel; &

1i.t of ot least part of.these villa_ es

wmus oromdsed te for one of the condng

d=yg. : o

Lecording to inforootlon obtelned frou [
ticiory froa lasussdorf: E
In tie Ecupséorf distrioct (South of
ancim) 14 villoses, the nwwes of wileh
I wucy be oble to uscertuin.

W

%, acgcordlig do informoil n Irok. ullas
In tlhe Tulla distriet i.any pecsants nd
1-nalords evoeusted Ifrow thi. <wettl cls-

ey

ipiot Love (lreol) JUTCLLSed JTOsuINl . A
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.  These people were (iven the alternatives
' = £ ¢ . of sellins thelr pmﬁeﬁy locited in
: k. greas to be evaoumted to the Stote
i+ woginst cesh or of being settled on
- e R - | Govermient lend; these people preferred
- - , - tie first. I have heard frou school
e : H tpaciers In .reas destined for evaoua-
tion th:t they hrve alresdy received.
twhelr sssignuents to other bosts,

I uey =dd that tﬁe inforiotion numbered persiraph

: 21s anﬁiiulr.neu end, #8 will be noted from the nep,
- ! : |.. ._‘
" substentlally eatends this sclient whidoh 1 directed

Kty azainct Szeolsglovekis,
Lrons o eollecius Whoge source of inforuetion I
Belicve o Lo reliibls I hove recelved tlhe Collovinmg
cadlticasy & ta itk res.ect T ths construction of

TATLIETES gly felus in Bhe viedndty of Linz aden I

FiF

el undsr referohced

orizinells reporbed in i3 Gesi:

citmsdonson TAng,

T 15 rejorsud that soubth. of Ghe Ziaute g

e " ol

. g8h wides of the city of Dinz tnd ot o dlict ace
i PR | . - Y 4 o F —
i - 3758 1 ilo ebEre whbr. ore four ilylng flelds
uRder catatrietion.
X tipted £ follongs:
. 1. el ing I G gril. Side ol
TR 5 e
- Was ol e e iy 5 1
. L aredt MaToh orit] 107 ide aof
% -l . Il
— r=r - ,
e
B igr Pt 10D T of i
= e e nin o rovd g bet e Ll G
s e
. %o Telentin, 'on e &inz-l e
Setcoen TEs 2ol Je. Sebten.
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With res sot to the flylng field at St.
furnished:

Velentin thie follouin: detuils ure

mhe torrein is like o pletesu on two
levels.  =iis intervenin: cslope betucen the
two perts 1s mericed By 2 ¢liff. The terrein
atrictly specking 1s under construetion on
the lower pert, end the cliff is belng ex-
coveted ond arrenged into doorways for sub=-

terraneen lLiangars.

mpere 15 euclosed o sleteh-mep of thé flying

#10ld under conctruction neer Lengenlebern referred

& oy
id

1 despatch llo. 545 of July =6, 1958.

Hespeotfully yours,

o

JCR/Low

BE2C.
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. Yo the wivision for Con:.creial
5 affalrs, Lepartrent of Ltate
ir MNEYICY GLHVICE ‘u ¢ ?
Ve - ns
s R S 1
® ; .
.moriean Consul:te General,
Viennu, ..pril o2, 1941,
oubject: WL COHCEIITING L2l STHERN
G i wh Lr & 1;. L LU
STRIIT 756 YA,
S R T
3
-1':: = - i i
1
ll:l :“ ‘:*
o o " [
b -tr ~—
: Al ©
alw | JI -:-l-
Lelund B. lorris, Lsquire,
Charpé d'Affaire:, a.l.,
Arworioan Ernbassy, N
Berlin,
Sir:
4 I have the honor to refer to Report lla, 30,

c sent by this office to the Zmbussy on april 7, 1941,

under the title of "Curvey of ;yblic vpinion.

aon

* e e : n Lafarence
vie na Co;suler Listrict. larch 1941. efer

L1

g—

2, o)
is rade, in purtiouwlar, to pRZE 2 of the enclogure ¢
; vl w :_
t the nbovesnentinied Tep rt, op which o Tew .:
L e
v+ plen wora mode conourning rAmOrs. Lo girculation r
rorarks v :
' i . in —

o]




in Vienna in regard to the relations betwesn

Germany and Rusala.,
additional rumors on thls sane subject, which

have since been Leard by this Consulate General,
are enbodled In the enclosure to this report.

Respectfully rours,

Harry E. Carlson
American Consul.

Jiclosure:
erorandun entitled:
"Humors voLcorning Relutlons
ytucen Gormany ol the

rl 1 to .mb fy Serl
. to dviclo: for Corrarol
oITulre, tment of Ctate.
Copy.




Znelosure No. 1 to Report lo, 33,
_ dated April 28, 1941, entitled;
1 "Rumors Conoerning Relations
Between Germany an¢ the U.L.C.R.",
i = from the Vienna Consulate Osneral
to the Embapsy at Berlin,

SRMICTLI G it :
- VEMORANDUM,

Title: WUMORE Co!l ING RELATIONE BETVEEN
oL ANL THE U.S5.5.R.

The reports in circulation in Vienna some weeks
ago oconoerning the evcoustion of the olvil population
from oertain areas in Germun oocupied Poland,
ospeolally in the vicinity of Lublin and Redon,
now appesr to be baced on actusl faots. Lyvacustion
has, 1t 1s underatood, taken »lace not only with
Engnrf to the oivil populutlén of the ures in question

o

but also of all olvil adrministrative authorities
as well, so that there are only nilitary nuthorities - ~
16Tt in the district et present. 4« number of the

high German eivil administr:tive officers formerly ;
azsigned to Poland are now, it is sei’, residing X
in Vierna, where thay ars belng held en dirnonibilité

while awaiting instructions. :
It has been heird on & nw-bar of nooacione that

the atate of relations betweem Ger mny und the U.' .
ielts has, In the last months, assumed o certain :
tensenec:, and thet on severcl occasions they wore
almoct et the bLreakins paint, The alowve hﬁntinnqd
evacustion of German oocupled !oland war cmrletéd.
it iu sald, o or nbout ..pril 6, 1041, and st the

time 1t was .underetood thot there woul be o ferran

ufdvanoe
— |
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Vay. Other so.rcec :ention Junc 15th as the date

sdvance into liussiu by way of Yolané in the poriod
bet.cen ..pril 10th to luth, Th, =e plan: were,
however, spperontly interrujpted by tho unoxpected =
turn of duveloprents in the Dulian Stutes, which .
necessitited the dlverting of & cert.in number of
trops lnto thut areu. It 1z now uﬁﬂurstund,”
however, that the orli-incl plan: for the advunoce
into Russlie have -urul?.baan po.tponed, & post=
ronerient of one montk iz being mentioned. There
are, thue, people In Viennu who are of the opinion
thet there will be en advance into Ruselus on the

pirt of Germeny in the last half of the ronth of

whioch hcoe been set for this ufrenaive.

it the same time, it 1< bein; cald that lerpe
numbers of GCerman troope arc being ascembled in the
jolish area. In t!is connection, mention is made
of from sixty to eiphty arny divisions.

COther rumor:c in eirculetion po so far as to
steto that the Gerrman advance will be directecd, in
ti.e rirst place, agulnst Southern ! ussic, and thet

~lens hive been drawn up for penetratlor into Hussia

7o) o

as fur oo the Cauousus mountains, .t the same time,
an edvance 1. aleo ah1§ to be scheduled in the
directinn of ! oscow, According to the rumors in
circuletion, the Germans ho'e thereby not only to
peguire cortrol of the fertile grain areas and the
oil
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uﬂ rhldn of Sauthum Hum, hut. they lllu MH

to attmrm:muni-u ut its im and to ﬂa um
e:tirel’ inith the Cariunist rlq.i.n- in Russie. As
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