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This telegsam must be Paris
closely paraphrased be- FROM

fore b®ing communiceted Dated #lnunrr 13, 1937
to anyone. (D)

Reec'd 4:15 p, m,
Secretary of State,

Washington.

50, January 13, 5 p. m,

STRTICTL: wuriium sz, FOR HOORE,

Francols Poncet, French Ambassador in Berlin, called
on me this morning and gave me a detailed account of his
recent conversations in Berlin.

He said that the German Government had indicated to
him its entire willingness to come to an agreement for the
limitation of armaments; the restriction of the use of
polson gas; prohibition of bombardment of towna and other
unfortified spots, and a series of minor measures for the

-

"humanization of warfare”. This statement surprised me so__

TTILd

L=
greatly that I questioned its accuracy but he assured me 1% .

was truc.

Poncet stated that there are a number of wild men in
Germany including Goebels and Goering who believe that a
policy of rapid action should be followed; but that Hitler
at the present time is siding with Schacht, the industri-
alistg a~4 the saner members of the general staff who pre-
fer an arrangemcnt that would enable Germany to live in

peace.,

elLi [e1IUepTuo)
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IM8 8«10, 50, Januwary 13, 5 p. m., from Parls,

L

He went on to say that the essential thing the Germans
would need in case they should !top‘thair rearmament pro-
gram wou%d be markets for the finished products of their
heavy industries which are now producing war materials.

He stated that he hoped to use the present negotiations
4;‘ between France and Germany, for the reestablishment of a
€ - treaty of commerce, to develop a project for a larger ac-
- cord which would give Germany the raw materials and economic
outlets she needs.
Poncet added that he was convinced that if Germany
| were faced by the alternative of economic collapse or war
- she would choose war. If on the other hand she should be
given an opportunity for peaceful development she would

choose peace, (FND SECTION ONE)

BULLITT
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This teleggam must be Faris-
closely paraphrased FroM

before being communicated Dated January 13, 1937
to anyone. (D)
Rec'd 6 p.m.

Secretary of State

Washington

50, Jenuary 13, 5 p.m. (SECTION TWO)

=

Tomorrow he will see Blum who 1s still absent from EE
Paris and will attempt to obtaln the full support of the Eh
French Govermment for negotliations along these lines. Ei
I hed luncheon with Chautemps who had already talked g

~i

with Poncet and stated most vigorously and in detail his
support of Poncet's project. He expressed some apprehension
that Great Britain might attempt to block Franco-German
conversations and the hope that the Government of the
United States might in case of need indicate to the British
that we would not look favorably on an attempt to interfere
with what appears to be the one possible path to peace. =

|
Delbos in the course of our conversation sald to ma‘

T

that Bornet before leaving for America would be equippeé

with the fullest information from all departments of the m

g,

French Govermment supplement to all matters at:1lssue

between France and the United States but that he could

%

nssure me that Bonnet would have no grandiose and all em=-
. ,bracing schemes to propose. It was clearly evident that ;

he was referring to grandope schemes referred to in my i |

telegram




U =-2- #50, Jan. 13, 5 pym. Sec. 2 from Paris
::'\.-{- % {:- + : -‘/

= L

telegram No, 45 of January 12 and that he desired to in-
dicate to me that they did not represent the consldered
judgment of the French Government.

1 remain somewhat skeptical as to Hitler's inclina-
tion to accept limitation of armement in return for ma rket
outlets as that would seem to mean abandonment of Germany's
desire to nlter her Polish and Czechoslovakian frontiers.

Delbos sald to me that he still fears o German
attack on Czechoslovakia. He added that he would much
prefer a direct attack on France as France would certainly
have to march if Czechoslovokia were attacked but would
march without the support of either Poland or England. I
shall see Blum after he has talkedswith Poncet and report
to you at once.

(END SECTION TWO AND MESSAGE)

BULLITT
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TELEGRAM RECEILV
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"This telegram must be.
closely pppaphrased be-
fere being communic
to snyonc, (C)

Parils

% Dated February 3, 1237

Rec'd 5:05 p« m.
: ]

Srerctary of Staltg ;
g ' &-Dum::i

IR

“azhington.

152, February 3, 5 p.. m
§.5Igiy COVFTTONTTAL FOR THE SECRETARY.

he course of 4 corversation today Blum said

/SOCHSL.

that ', felt that Hitler's speech lndicated an uncertalnty Eg
with pecard to the course-hs should take in the future, -

514 that Francols Poncet had telegraphed that Hitler
had preosred the speech under the influence of Ifeurath
and Schacht but that Goerir: on his return from Italy had

-peuaded Hitler to make it much leas positive and con=- =

1
ciliacory then the firat dralt, ;
nis connection it -nay be of interest to the o
: il
pa i £ to kncw that vorn Lersner an .extremely close '
cchacht -and Veurath is again in Paris. He is
conversation with 3lum on Friday morning. —He
ses me and called on me yesterday.
21d that the circles Hﬂ."ﬁﬁrrsﬂﬂﬁnﬂ believe that
therp suld be no peace 1in Tirope except a wrﬁc; basqed on
conelllation betweeén France and Germany and that 1n order. @)

to bring e




RB -2-#152, February 3, 5 p., m. from
‘Parls
to bring about thié reconciliatlon the assistance of the
United States would be essential,
‘ I asked him to be specific. He replied that he felt
that the Govarnmeny of the United States could be of the
greatest service té Turopean peace at the present time by
instructing 1ts .\mbassadors in Paris and Berlin to urge the
jovernients to which they are accredited to make a sincere '
effort to reach agreement, lie then added that even more
important perhaps would be the service whiech could be per=_
formed by the United States If the Americsn Government could
let the British Government know that it would regard with

diafavor eny maneuvers by the British to prevent reconcilia=-

tion ketween Tranee and IEPMANY . -

BULLI




EMBASSY OF THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Paris, February 5,1937.

Nol. 325 7
. CCXFITamTTAL, 1 et
{ pIVISION OF H Subject: Conversation with M, Bonnet
| TRA Ah{iﬂ“““’ newly appointed French Ambassador

I B it ' to Washington, regarding his
‘ pan o 193 ssion to the United States,
l g pauipeRt OF

-
0s5° 298

L. Fobteat l“l'l-.'u'r-i-t.'l' - lll’-",}

W The Honorable

e

o Bt |
St

2 §

PARE The Secretary of State,
Washington, D.C.

L

Sir:
] 1 have the honor to transmit herewith a memorandum
fof a conversation with M. Bonnet, newly appointed French

Ambhssador to Washington, regarding his mission to the

BS/NY 1<

nited States.
Respectfully yours,
F«;m) the Ambassador:

/ n C. Wilson.
Counselor of Embassy. @0
| ]
. Enclosure: ' o
Y. Uemorandum, Feb.4,1837. y

In triplicate. ,2,’

ECW/FP . j . /;
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closely p rophrised be- / Ry
fore toing communteated .
to "]":,'DI'.'.':;— {“'J : __‘—""’-r'.l'iﬂ - 1. i
v OF NROMERN
DIVISI fains ted Febraary 20,1937 ot

: EUROFEAN AL
i LER 241937 Recelved 2:12 PM 22nd

Ul 1-."1-'“'.‘ ’
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Secrs th of Stat o RETALT OF o P
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nshington, 1y ) E)
Z @)
s O
200 February 20, midnlght, ::
STEICILY OONWTIENTTAL FOR TH™ SRCR™TARY. &7
. Delbos, MNinlster for Foreign 'Affnirs, colled on me
this afternoon nnd we talked for two hours, As his remarks
eontained =an extremely comprehensive nd confidential
exposition of French forelgn poliey I venture to burden you 4
' . i
with » teleprom which is much too long, @)

I thanked him on your behnlf for his nsskatmce in

trranging the question of St Pilerre Miquelon, He satd that

ablnet meeting at which the matter hod been dis

nt Lhe
cussed he hnd tnken the position that the Minister of
Colonii st make n scttloment entirely sntisfactorg.to

rnd that Blum had suppor : QIF fullye
thon snild that he wns nwrre thnt there wnl n ::
: wd

the .merlcan Government

certain distrust of France in the Unlted Stntcs due 1¥Pgely

to Francels defnult on i1ts debt nnd that he hoped the

GiLA 121y aepuon

present Governmment's cooperation in arranging this slight
r of 8t Plerrc Miquelon might be the'baglnhing of

. mﬂt't ke * Wi 0 * '
more

HP




Pnge 2 from Parig No 250

more confident relations, I'éaplied ;pnt_thg cﬂnﬁbrqtian
of the Trctcﬁ'ﬂovﬁrn@ent with reg%fd tﬁ St P1c$ré Miquelon
hos éerﬁqinly"praﬁuéed ~ most Wnppy impreasion in Weshington,

I néked Dclbos how he folt nbout the present inter— g
nﬁtiogﬁl-situntioh ﬂnd whnt he fcfeaﬂw for.the futuru. He
repliéﬁ.thﬂt nt the moment heyns‘mﬂre'disturbgd.by the [

“‘behnvior of Italy than by éurmﬁny. He snid that'the French ;
.Gﬁv rnmrrt p:d_pcsltivu infnrmﬁthﬁ thnt the Italinns now
hed fifty thousnnd troops in E;tin; thﬁq two dnys ngo: six
;hlpu hnd lef't ﬁﬂplua ﬁhd.ﬁﬁﬁt; enrrylng further trnnpa~aéd
munitions ~nd thqtzby-thc end of this week -there weuld be
more thnn sixty thousand Italinn troops in Spnine Thig
Italirn cction oﬁ the eve of the ban on volunteers wag
atriking exnmpie of Mussolinil!s good fnitﬂ:

Delbos ndded thnt he hnd been informed, but was not
certoinm of ‘the nccurney of the information, that in this
finnl shipment of Itnlinn munitions therc hnd been large

. supplies of gas. He anld he feared thet 1f the Itnliang
ghould begin to use grs iﬁ Sprin seérlous international
reporeussions might follow.

3 E—

He then went on to express the bellef that Fnnnco

would win unless it should be possible in the near future

to come to rn ~grecment for fhu withdrawnl of "voluntecera®,

_. _ . The ngreement




Pnge 3 from Paris No 250,

The egreemcnt nlrendy reanched to prevent férther sending
of "volunteers" wns n renl sbep forward nnd he did not
despelr of getting some ngreement for withdrnwal of
"volunteers",
In any event he was to a large extent in agreement
with the British opinion that if Franco should triumph he |
would not aataﬁlish_n totolitaricn Feoscist Government : 2
and that 1f the Vnlenela Government should triumph 1t would
not estrblish a totnlitarinp Bolskevik Government, In the By
end Spnin would come out with a government which might be
elther somewhnt to the Right or somewhnt to the Left. It

wns certainly not the part of wisdom which would make a

 Furopenn war nbout the nuhnces of n future Sprnish Govern-

ment e
He then went on to say that Mussolinl had become the
Jackel of Furopenn polltics. He was nttempting continunlly
to stir up trouble in the hope that from some confliet he
might sneak nway with n plece of meat. So long as France
rnd Germnny should remnin hostlle to each other Mussolinl
would have grent Importsnce but the day France nnd Germnny
should reach reconeilintion Italy, in internntionnl affrirs,
would not be much more importont thnn Belglum,

G

BULLITT

C3B




® .. TEEGRAaM RECEIYED

closéely paraphrased
before being communicated Dated February 21, 1937
to n:‘-._;n:le.n-&] \

FROM . Rec'd 22nd, 9 p.«,

BEPART g, _
Secretary of State 2 P8k

Washington FEB 23 0o, -
1 ; ﬂtm .

(4] '”I. L‘.-.‘.L
251,. rebrunry 21, 1 a,mEr

Continuing my 250 (S=CTIoN T™0)

He Telt that Germany definitely had inaugurated a more

L11/00° 02

moderate polley since the slxth of January of this year,

Thia h: attributed to the facta that the Germens had dis-

covered by experlence in Spain that nelther their 8irplarn

ner their tanks were so good as they had belleved:

in ermgn ana that in spite.of all the ordsa . « X
end ct s to the contrary an n very well s ¢ N
not-in t lonig run live satis ctorily nder o ¢closes
econ t f.from normal { it
—
T Talhad X : i N & ] i " -
national ¥ Ay t t .
At 1 t e L .
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U =2= i251, Feb, 21, 1 a.m. from Parils

of the-;:zi party. He was sending the experts of the
Miniétry of Commercée to Berlin tomorrow to conduct the
negotiations for the renewal of the Franco-Germnn Treaty
of Commerce, He had given them qrders to act with the
greatest liberality. They were not to push for a surplus
of French exports to Germany or even for equallsy of ex-
ports from one country to the other. They were to accept
a surplus of exports to France.

He went on fto aay that there was a most private and
gecret negotintion with regard to which he would like to
inform me. 'Leith—Hcéa had met Schacht in Basel and.they
had had a long conversatiuﬁ with repard to ways and means
of reducing the barriers to trade between Germany and
England., Leith-Ross had expressed to Schacht hls great
pegret that the Franco-German negotiations had not gone
further. Delbos coﬁmented "that was of course a typlcal
British remark because the truth.ls that the British
Governme: 't was furious with us for hrving those con-
versations with Cchacht and s2id to us that while they would
be glad to have us have convecsgations with the Germans
in which they participated they regented our conducting suc
conversations as we had had with Schacht". I told him that
this interested me particularly ns the British Ambassador
here, Sir George Clerk, had taken the trouble to invite me

to lunch 17 order to assure me that his one desire and tlu

desire




U =53=- ,251, Feb, 21, 1 a,m, from Parls

desire of the Britlsh Government was to see the French

~and the "¢rmans reach reconcllistior, . I asked him If

Sir Genhg;"CIEfk had ever sald anything simlilar to hin,

He sesid that Sir George Clerk had ﬁevef mﬁﬁe'dny such state-
ment to him. ‘He sald that Tdew, he.belleved, was a pood
Furopean .and would réalI? like to see France and Germany -

gét together. Unfortunntely however, Tden often.did not

-eontrol British foreign policy. The ground was cut from

under hin by other members of the British Cabinet and even
by the'qevm:nent'ufchinls of ‘the British Foreign Office.
He believed that the British wauld_g;etend to-desire Francp-

German reconeiliation but would éontinue to follow - thelr

-0ld npolicy of keeping France'and  Germany hostile to ench.

other though not .at war.

Delbos then gaid tnat.Leith—Hoss was to meet Schacht
aqﬂin iﬁ the very neﬁr future secretly prohnbly.in Berlin
to continue the conversations they-had begun.” He. gald that
Sahnnht had spaken to Francols-Ioncet three days ago and
had said that he bﬁlieveﬁ much more prngreai.cnuld be made
if the conversations should be enlarged to iﬂclude ?f*ﬂnce._
Delbos s2id that the entire matter wns being handled with
the greatest secrecy; that Poncet had communieated with him
by letter brﬂugﬁt by persnnqllmesuengur nnd then said
"I hoppen to have my reply in my pocket for I hﬁve just

written it and I will read it to you'". The substance of

his handwritten reply was that he would attnmﬁt to send

Charles
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U wid= #Eﬁi; Feb, 21, 1 a.m, from Paris

Charles Rist to represent Francé in the negotintions. He
had already spoken to Blum who approved in principle.
"

(ﬂf;albua said he hoped that from the negotlations between

Schacht, Leith-Ross and Rist might arise some definite
plan fer the raintegrntlbn of Germany in the aganﬁmy of the
western world. He sald that he felt personally that 1t was
entirely unfalr to Germany to nsk her to stop arming ond to
turn her f~ctorles to penceful purposes unless the nations
of the world were prepared to give her udtlets for her
productas of pence. |
I 2sked him how he proposed to do this.

"He scdid thot in the first place he believes that
something could be done by ordinary bilntéral negotiatlons
fcf the reduction of tariff barrilers. . That wﬂulﬁ be the
firat step. The second step would be one ;hlch hu.woulﬁ
ask me to regard as most secret. He and Blum had not dig—
cussed it even with the other members of the Cﬁhinat. They
hnd in mind the creation of consortiums to develop sections
of Afrien. Germany would not be able to put up much money
but 2 largeé proportion of the development would be done by

the usc of German mnchines. The@oney would be found in

- Franee -~nd England and, if the United States should be in-

clined to join, in the Unlted States.

. To crown the entire proposal Germnny would be given
colony probobly the Camercons. Then all the African colo®
except "rconch Morth Africa ~nd British South Afrien would

80




U =5= #251, Feb., 21, 1 a.,n, from Parls

so to speak be'put inte a common pot; British, French,
'Balglan, Fortuguese, and German colonles would all be
exploited by international consortiums which would in con=-
siderable measure favor the use p; German pfcducta. He
felt there'wns work enough in Africa to consume the
energles of the civilized world fnr-the next fifty'yenrq.
Thus he hoped the manufacturing genius of Germany could be
turned from war to pence purposes., At the same time he .
proposcd to attempt to reich agreement with Germany on
limitation of armaments. He then used almost word for word
one of the acnténcus in the speech which I telegraphed you
for approval two days ago saying: "You eannont expect :
France or any other nation to help to suﬁp;y Germany with
iron and steel in order tc_receivu 1% 5nck in the form of
ghells =and bombs". I asked iim 1f he had any other plans
for drawing Germany awny from wor and he said that he had
none.

de 2sked for my opinion and I told him that the idaas
he hﬁs cxpressed werc closc to those of my government nnd
that I was certaln you and the President would be glad to

-

know that he wns working in this manner.

BULLITT

CaB
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from the Embassy in Paris.

Paris, February 4,1937,

"] A NDOUOM

In conversation to=day with M, Bonnet, newly
appointed French Ambassador to #ashington, we dis=-
ocussed Hitler's recent speech and the possibilities
of getting Germany to cooperate with other countrieas,
In connection therewith, M., Eonnet sald thet of course
the real objeot of his mission to WJashington wes to
endeavor to obtain .merican support for the efforts
whioh the British snd French Governments intended to
meke in the way of drawing Germany awasy from her

poliey of self-sufficienoy and towards r poliey of

economie cooperation, I. bonnet sald that France and
England alcone could not hope to mccomplish this, but
with american support they might, and thet upon the
accomplishment of such s propgrem rested the pesce of
the world.

1 asked wuether he believed thut the kazi
political system would lend itself to moaificution
to the extent thet would seem to be necessary in
order to permit the adaptation of tne hezl eoonomlo
system recuired for cooperation in the economie
field with otner countries, He said thet tuls was,
of course, a doubtful questlon, but as Le paw 1t, 1t
was one of two taings: elther [!1tler would continue
with his present poliey of ccounormic self-sufficlency
and of arming to the hilt, which could only result

-
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in war, or else he would find s way to modify hls
rérize sc as to permit ecocperction with otier countries
and thus lay the bases for pesce in _urcpe. !le sald
that Hitler must reslize that he oould not hLopa to
wage a succes:-ful war against the natiocns in Zurcpe
whieh would inevitably te arrayed ugalnst bim, und
that therefore the only sane poliory left to him was one
of coopersation, C(f course, there was oconsldersble
risk involved in sny ettempt to modify the lazl réilume,
slnee loosening the shackles on freedom of speech and
individual literty would result in opportunity for
eritieliam and for welghing the advant:oces whileh “armany
mlght have obtained fro: lazl rule, snd this alg ht let
loose & foree of opposition whiech eculd bring -bout
the removal from power of Lhe kKazl leaders, Ilowever,
since any polley lesdins to forelon wur would be
cuicidal from [Sermacy's polot of wvlew, the only sune
road open to ilitler was to modify his ré-ime sc -8
Lo gocperate with other countries, teking Lis clunces

on belng sble to justify this ehnnges to Lie psople und

to remain in control,

1 asked whetier there was not perhapa - -hird
possible polley, namnely, withoui provoking directly e
forelgn war, to foment troubtle ir Czechoslovakls and
obtaln eontrol of thet ecuntry on the ulleged . Tound
of preventing Jdlsorders snd cusi.unle. t.ere, Tonnet
sald thet thle eculd only leoad luomedlslely Lo wur,
since the effects of =ny rueh move ¢oull not be
reatricted to Czeohoslovakia Lut wull bte Lound to
brin: about countor=interverticn {ro . Jtier ecuntiries,

T
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' 'I asked M. Bonnet whether, in case Germany
showed a real desire to cooperate economically and
. abandon some of her more alarming policles, the
-@ritish would be willing to do anything on the
o!Y,  ocolonial question. k. Bonnet said thet he was com-
vinced that England in this case would do something
'.rignrding colonies and mentioned thst there was "a

-j plan being worked out™,

(SIGNED) EDWIN C. WILSON,

Counselor,

| In conneotion with the foregoinmg, it 1l of

{nterasst to note that an offiger of the Forelgn

uffice told Mr. Lewis Clark of this Embeassy to-day

that Le was at work on a memorandum for i,Blum,

; g0 {ntended eventually for i, Bonnet, regarding the
rt possibilities of the United States, France and

3 Ensland ccopereting in the economic fleld with

Cermany. F.Cas

ECY/FP




80 TELEGRAM RECEIVED

This telegrom must b

closely pnreophraosed be=

fore belngecommunicated Parlis
to oryone (D) FROM L
f Dnted February 2%,1937

Recelved 5 pm 22nd

Secretary of Stnte;

Wnshington,

252 “ebruary 21 2 n.m,

Continuing my 251, (section three)

I then snid that In spite of what nppenred to be n
new moderation in ﬁitler's policies I wns somewhnt feorful
thnt this mlght prove to be the lull before the storm,
I hnd recscn to belleve that Hitler was speculnting on a
podsible collapse of the French finnneinl situation and the
overthrow of the Blum Government, This, in the opinion of
the Germans, would result in the Socialists, the Communists,

~nd the Left wing Rndical Sociollsts going into o united

opposition which would produce on immense serles of strikes

"of the grovest nature, Delbos sald that all thls was indeed

n possibillity but he did not prIE?e personally that the
financial situatlion would get out of hand to such e; nt
ns to produce the overthrow of the government. He s =;
frankly that he knew both Labeyrie, Governor of the Banksof
Frnnne! end suriel, Minilster of Finance, enjoyed no confi-

dence 1in the country. There might be some slight return of

confldence 1if
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Page 2 from Parls No 252

confidence if Lnbeyrle should be replnced whlch wns possihle.
I asked him If there were any chance that .uriol might be
raplﬂcéd_nnd if there miéht be other changes in the
Cnbinet. He anid thnt he did not belleve there would be
nny changes in the Cnblnet. It would be extremely difficult
for Blum to maoke any. The soliblon be, bie difficulty which
he himsell haod suggested to Blum a2 few days ago which he
expﬁnfed to nttempt to push tﬁrﬂugh nt the enrliest oppor-
tunity wras thp following: He proposed to form n Nntionnl
Teconomic Council which woﬁld have the duty of supervising
rnd coordinating the work of the Ministries of Finnnce,
Nationnl Bconomy, Commerce, .igriculture nnd having n vague
supervision over the Bank of Frence ns well, He felt thnt
if Blum would rppoint Rlst to this position there would be
nn immense return ufhcnnfidence throughout France.

I then suggested to Delbos that it might be possiﬁle
to expect some help from Polwnd in the matter of reconcil-
intion between France rnd Germnny. He snid that he was
beginning to belleve thnt Polond might help. Relations
between Fronce ~nd Poland had improved lncredibly since
Blum'!s Government had been in powen, It was Gamelin who hnd
insisted thnt the French Government should come to terms
with the Poles nnd Gnmelln had done much of the work in

personal




Page 3 from Parls No 252

pernnﬁnl conversntions with Rydz-Smigly. The change in
Back:s attitude had been phenomenal, Delbos sald that the
first two times he hhﬂ met Beck in Genevn, Beck had been
frigid cnd distant, That last time he was in ﬁanarn with
Beck, Beck had almost overwhelmed him with nttentions nnd
personal affection., When Beck had invited him to dinner
Beck had worn only n French decoration nnd then before
sitting down to dinner had decornted Delboa wlth the highest
Polish decorntion saying "we should now wenr always each

: other's colors on our coats ns we wear them on our henrts,"

Delbos said that in splte of thls demonstration he had

not been rble to get anywhere in his repeated nttempts to

persurde Beck to ndopt n more friendly nttitude toward,

¢’ - Czechoslovrkin, ™"When you are nllies” he snid, "as

A close ns Polrnd nnd France nre today you have a right to

expect thot your ally will nssist you 1n your general

foreign policy". Beck absolutely refused to do nnything
to guarmntee Czechoslovakin nnd refused to .ndopt n more
friendly tone townrd Czechoslovaokla, Moreover while Beck
wns hostile to both Germnny nnd the Soviet Unlon hc was
hostile townrd Germany only becausc 1t wna hls deepest
conviction that the foot of a2 German or n Russinan soldicr
must never be placed on Peolish soll wherens there wns renl

.' hntred in his attitude toward the Soviet Union. Delbos

anld he
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srid ﬁa nrgucd constantly Iith Beck that Pol~nd should
glve r guurhﬁtae to Czechoslovnkin in order to prevent
Germrny from nttﬁckina Czechoslovnkin, His-argument_waa
thnt 1rldﬁrmnpy should nttrck Czechoslovnkin, France would
attrek Gurmnny_tha next morning{ Polrnd then would be
obliged to go in. Polnnd thus stood n much bettenchance
of avolding war with Germnny if she should guarantce
Czechoslovokia in ndvance. He snid that Beek was not
impresscd by this argumcnt.

He snid that he had used the same argument! on Sir
George Clerk the other day with whnt he thought was some-
whét boelouded successs He had nassvred Sir George Clerk
in the most categorlcal terms -s he could assure me¢ once
ngnin th~t France would fight at once if Gtrmany should
nttnck ézochosluvnk;n. Sir Ganrgeﬂnurk'hnd then s~id
"then welll nll be dragged in', .

The pethetie engerncss of the French to belicve thnt
they will hove British support in Czcchoslovakia wns
_ never better shown than by Delbos adding "so while of
course that was not “m formal diplomntle promise I feel thnt
we should hnve the support of Englnnd nlso,"

E BULL IT'l:'
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Co~tinuing my telegram No. 252 (Section four).
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T then asked Delhos whether he felt Germany intended to
attack Czechoslovakia. He said that he felt that much would |
.'upﬁnd o whether the internal situation In France should i

remain solid or should begin to dlsintegrate in terrlble

gtrites. In the latter case Germany might acf. He then

gaid that it 1ls presumed that in case of war Russia would
be akble to give great assistarce to Czechoslovakia, I

exoreszed skepticism saying that Germany's first act in

S ONY v+ 23S

making war on Czechoslovakia would be to bomb all the

Czech landing flelds so that if Russian planes should reach

Czechoslovakla they would find no flelds on which to land.

He then made a statement which I regard as exceedingly

ngortant.. He sald that the Russian planes would be on the
Fr

Czcech)y fields before Germany attacked. I asked him preglsed

what he seant by this. He said that the moment there w

13MUepy0Q

D
ca
such a state of tension betwecn Czeehoslovakla and Germa E

that war appeared likely the Russian planes would fly at

S

. once to Czechoslovakia. Inasmueh as the planes could make




-
o

mm 253 ¥Pet.21,3am. from Parig -C=

500 kilomoters an hour thay would reach the Czech ficlas
before Germany could attack, T asked him 1f he had thought

of the politieal consequences adding that 1f in a

"state of tension betweean Czechoslovakia ang Germany,

thousands of Russian planes should fly to Czechoslovakia
for the obrious purpose of threatening to attack Germany
publie opinion in both England and the United States would
regard Czechoslovakia and Russia as the aggressors andg

not Germany. - T also asked him now the Russian plﬂﬁéB.WuPE
to rcach Czechoslovakia without vioclating the neutral.ty
of Poland or Rumania, He replied that he d1d not know., -
He fclt certain that the Russians would not dare to fly
over Poland because the Poles would a% once attack th, GIM o
The present government of Ruma-ia would be equally Gprﬂzud
to permitting the passage of thc Russien planes, He leoft
off tho rest of the thought, implying that the Rumaniang
had no planes with which to stop the Russlans. ..

Dclbos then sald that he had beéen Informed that the
German Government recently through its Ambusaudors in Italy
and Great Britain had tola the Ttallan and British Govern-
ments delicately but definitely that an attempt to restorc
Otto to the throne of Austria would produce Immoediate rction
by Germeny which wog tnken to mean that German troops would
enter Austria, I agked him if France woula react in the

same

-
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sam¢ manncr with raguiﬂ to German invasion of Austria

ns in uaué of German invasion of Czechoslovakia. He said
"no". So far ns he was concerncd he belicved there were
only two rcesons which should or could lead France into

war, _dna was an 1nvnalnh of rench territory, the second

wns the invasion of the territory of some ally of Frnﬁ;e,
that Francc hnd promised to prﬂtnﬂt'undar such eirecumstanccs.
Fronee had no obligations to protect Austria. He felt it

wns 1mpossible to predict how the aituution in Austria

would devclep but he was somewhat disturbed by n report which
the :rench iinistcr in Vienna had just sent o him to the

Schuschnigg
cffcet that / 2

had informcd him most confidentinlly
that he 1ntund.a to get married in the near futurc and
.%o rcsign “is Chancellorship. Delbes sald that-he folt
: Schuschnigg
the mere k owludge that/ wns contemplating roasigna-
‘tion might produce great uneertaintios in Austris with

unforcscenble consuquencos.

BULLITT
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Secretary of State
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254, February 21, 4 a.m, =73
Cantinuing my 253 (STCTION FIVR)

I then asked Delboa Lf there were any cocnversations in
progress between the Ruassian and Frenth General Staffs.

Ee 3ai

-

tiiere were no new or large seale conversations in
progress but that there were constant Interchanges of
informaticon and''dlscussions of wossible eventiiniities
through the French Military Attache in Moscow and the
Soviet. .rlitary Attache in Paris. e then went on to say
that it was his bellef that jtalin for the noment hhd de-
plded to Hursue a mére moderate policy In interfering

the affaira of the cutside worid. He. conasldered the
withdrawal of Hosenberg-from Yalenclia most significant.

gald that he was, howevenr not really

=3

that £his meant

o

any change in Stalin's attltu toward pushing world revolu=

tion tHrou the Comintern becanse he had also been in=-

formad that the reason the soviet Government had lost

Intorest in further adventure: in Spaln was because the
Soviast Govermment Had heecome- convineed that if th falencl
r S 14 £ntyamnh ¥t - net eatabhliah ¢
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.

Communist state and the Soviet’ Covernment wuulﬁ prefer to
have "ranco as an easy target to.shbﬁt at with prapngﬂ;da
"than a decent democratic government which would not afford
suéh a good target. He sald that all his Information fram

Russia indicated that Sialln woee deeply afriad of the

_ wehatialle, & do
Trotskylast movement strength among the youth
4nd in the army. Mass executions of which no one outside
heard were. taking place.

" He. sald that Coulondre, sthe French &ﬁbasaadcr in Moacow,
had been zbout to leave for Paris three days ago. He had
refrained from coming and had sent a most secret message
to say that his reason was that he belleved Litvinov was
in serious trovtble and probably would socn be dlsmissed from
his post and might soon be on trlal. It appeared certain
that Litvinov's wife (Ivy Low of British origin) was seriousy
ly compromised having had most :ntimnte relations with many
‘of those who have been executed or imprisoned and many of
those who are about to be placed on trial. Delbos felt that
these internal difficulties in Russia would now keep Stalin
calm for a while., Thus with Stalin uncertaln and Hitler
uncertain the prospect for peace would not seem altogether
bad. Delbos concluded by saying that he himself felt that
the next six months might offer a really great uwpnrtunify
to produce reconcillatlion in Zurope. The mere prospect of

British rearmament on such a vast scale as had been

proposed
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praposed was already beginning to h'wve a "soberin. eflfect on
the dictators. t the end of three years when the

Brltish were fully rearmed they would of course become in-
tolerable but that wns another story.

(EFD. uF [WSSAGH)
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Secretory of State

Washington,

566, lereli 16, 6 pe. me (3E2TTION THREE)
in the eventi of conflict betreen Germeny and Czechrslovakla
in which France would go to the assistance of Zzechoslovakia,
Lelgium wished to be free of any commitment that might :
invelve her .n the conflict. Delbos noid that he hrd teld
the Pelrian Ambassaeder that while Belsium was making every
effort to kezn out of war she was at the same time running
the risk that if war should in fact break out she would find -
thet there would be no immediate and effective assistance
for the defense of Belgium against attack, It was all very
well Delbos seid to speak of Belgium being guaranteed but
everyone knew whot a guarentee by “ermany was worth and in
order that the guarantee by Ingland and France should be
effective it -rould be necesseary to have a military under-
standing hatweeh the three powers, This, however, the
Belpian Unfernm&nt did not (#) apparently heliaviﬁg that
thered would be e greater chance of keeping out of war if

Belgium




RB ;2-#566, March 16, 6 p, m, from
Paris SLOTION THRER
%

Belgium were entirely "neutral" and beingzgilling to run
the risk that if war should break out Belgium would be at <
the marcy of Germany without eny immediate meens of ascistance
from Ingland and Irance, x

Lelbos went on to say that in view of the Belgian
nositiorn the French Government was prenered to release

the Beliien Cover:iment from the existing

J i "7ILSON
(#)apperrent cmission
sus &
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This telegram must be
closely peraphrased be-
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to envone, (A) : Paris
- Dated March 16, /1937
itec'd 5:54 p, m,
Secretary of State

ashington,

’ 366, larch 16, 6 p., m. (SECTION FOUR)
oblignbiﬁn of Pelgium to protect Frence against aggression
and that he thousht it might be possible to work out a
five nower nact guaranteeing "elgium against eggression
along the 1lines which the Belgian Covermment was proposing,
He thought thet ~his might be the cut:gmé if there was any
outcome at all of the negotlations which had now been
resumed with regard to the so-called western pact. He
seid that, of course, the German and Italian rroposals
regarding this western pe:t were wholly unacczeptable to
the French “cvernment, The French Government, however,
welcomes the fa:t that any vronuesals at all have been made

-

by “ermeny and Italy and 1s cdisposed to discuss the matter
fully.

I asked what the attitude of the British Covernment
wes, He ssad that while there had not been time as yet to

"eoncert"




RB : -2-7'566, lerch 16, ¢ ps m. from
Paris (SECTION FOUR)

"eoncert" the positions «f the British and French Govern-

ments, he understood that the British views were about

the same aa‘thﬂse held here in Faris.

I remarked that it must have been obvicus to the
Germens that neither the PEritish nor the French CGeavernment
could acze?t a propcsal which sousht in effect to shut
the Leajve »f Nations out of eany »art in guaranteeing E
security in “'estern Europne and which sought, as “elbos

had obszerved
“ILS0ON
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This tolegrom must be

clocely cerachrased be=

fore being communicated

to anyone, (B)
Paris

Dated March 16, 1937

Rec'd 4 p, m,

Secretary of State

"ashinzton.

366, lMarch 16, 6 p, m; (SEJTION ONE),.

COTTEYDENTTAL

I called upon the Foreign Minister floday., 1In
resnonse ‘t-: 1y ianguiry regerding the Cerman and Italian
replies to the Eritish memorandum of last November con=-
cerning a wester: pact he said that the Cermen reply was
in effect negative, that it does not advence matters at
gl1l, He said that the Italian reply had been received
at the Foreign Office only last night, that he had not
had an opportunity to do anything more than to glance
at it but that it was his impression that it was on the
same lines as the German reply while being less precilse,

Speaking of the German reply he said that it pro-
posed that in the new western pact there should be no

cuarantee of England since it was inconceivable according

4
to the Cerman Govermment that there should be a war
between
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: Paria (CE:TION ONE

between Cermany and England or between Italy and Ingland,
The German proposal therefore according to Delbos is that
;he western pact in effect should be limited to & non-
aggression azrecement between France and Germany guaranteed
by Englang an? Italy. Huuaﬁer, the Germansproposed that
this pguarantee should not become effective '}Fﬁtif !:}nt:h
Englend and Ttaly, acting more, comnented Eélhbﬂ,"aa joint
erbitrators shen as guerantors, shovld decide that there
had in fact becon a cese of aggression. In viaw. of the
close workin: srreement between Germany and Italy == 1if
not allianco == nd the knowledge which has been g;ained,
Delbos remarkec, as a result of the S»anish experlence

as to the degree of reliance which may be placed in the
good feith of Italy, the value for France of any such
supposed guarentee is qnly too evident,

YWILSON
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566. lierch 16, 6 p. m, (SEZTIOH TWO)

The German note proposed, meczording to Delbos,
that the Leasue of Nations should have nothinz whatsoever
to do with the new Western pact: instead of the Council

of the Leazve deciding when aggressich had taken place it

will be as nenticred above, only Lngl-nd and Italy acting

together, "ie obligations of mutual assistance under
Article Sixteen of the Covenant would cease to exist, In
other words, lermany was praﬁosing, said Delbos, to wipe
cut the League of Hﬁtiuns and the whole system of security
in Zurope as it exists today,

Delbos said that tie German note also proposes to
destroy the French treaties of mutual assistence with Russis,
Poland, and Jzechoslovakia throush provading that in any
nase Frence could not o to the jassistance of thesze countries,
The German »ro-osal evidently is that with a new nonacsgression

arrangement
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.Paris SEDTION TWO

arrangement between Cermany and France, it must be under-
stood that.tndar no conditions could Germany and France
ever be at war, and that if a situation should unfortunately
arise in which Cermany might find herself at war with, for
ezample; Czechoslovekia, France would still be bound by her
nonaggression arrengement with Germany and hence could not
go to the essistance of Czechoslovakia,

With regard to the snecial case of Belgium, the
Minister said that the Pelgian Govermment was pressing
for an arrangement which would define the status of Be lgium
along the lines expressed by the Kin- in his message of
last October: naisly that Belgian sezurity -would be guarantﬁéi
by the others but Belgium would not guarantee the security
of any other country, Delbos said that the Belgian position
was thet they wished to avoid at any cost danger of being
drawn into a war not directly affecting Belgium, for instance
Belgium feared that

TILSON
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to anyone (E)
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Rec'd 7:51 p.m.
Secretary of State,

Washington, D.C.

366, harch 16, 6 p.m. (SECTION FIVE).
to leave Germany a free hand in Eas%arn Surope and I

asked what in his view had been the reasons which might

‘have led the German Government to put forward such a

p;apoaal. Fe said that he felt that the extent of the
British rearmament program and the successful way in
which France was working out of her financial difficul-
ties were factors which had greatly influenced the German
Government; Nazi foreign policy had reached an impasse
and it had become apparent to the German Government that
it could ﬁo longer remain in the position of seeming to
refuse to make any contribution towards a settlement of
the problem of security in Western Europe, thusa“prnpculls
had therefore probably been made more for the paspose of
gaining time than with any hope that they might be accepted,
In speaking of Spain, Delbos said that he thought it
might be difficult for the governmental forces defending
Madrid to resist indefinitely an offensive which was being
carried out by regularly constituted divisions of the
Italian army. He spoke of the armed intervention of the
Italian

,‘ \
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. From Paris, ;0. 366, Seotion IMive.

J' Itallan Government in Srain as “"abominable" and said that

r)yn the I'rensh Government had information (which it believed
’} ~ ¥ \l’?;eliahle although 1t did not have conclusive proof) to the
%'r effect that since February-20 when the ban on volunteers

was adopted 27,000 regular Italian troops had landed in
Spain. He said that
WILSON
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Secretary of State, ;

Washington, D.C. {

366, March 16, 6 p.m. (SECTION SIX). :
he had spoken plainly with Cerruti yesterday ragnrdiﬁg this
situation but that Cerruti had denied that the information
was corrsct. Delbos sald that five days ago Ciano hadsent
for the I'rench Charge d'Affaires at Rome and had denied to
him the reports published in the press of the landing of
Italian €roops in Spain since February 20. Ciano had proposed
that Delbos should himself put out this denial. Delbos had
replied that he would be glad to meke a statement to the
effect that Giana.deniad these allegations. Ciano, however,
hed declined to have it done this way and had requested that
this exehange of communications between Delbos and himself
be kept absolutely confidentisl. It was, s aid Delbos, another
example of the "utmost cynicism" nn.tha part of the Italian
Government., END MESSAGE.

WILSON
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-. "Rec'd 4:30 p, m,

Secretary of State,

Wauhington.

L 7 516, April 22, 9 p, m
J&”ﬂ _ SThiciu: wnrivsny JAL FOR THE SECRETARY.
4 fe : I wes informed today by the Beigiﬁn Ambassador and
1 the Trunch Formipn Office that the British and French had

~
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o
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sutmiited to Belgium their notes with regard to Beléiumls
new positisn in international affairs; that the Belgian
Government hed not yet commented but that the notes probta-
bly would b= male public within the next few days,

The Belgian Ambassador informed me in addition that
he believed the German Government probably would issue a,
qgﬁ statement suaranteeins Belgium,

The Belgian Ambassador went on to say that Belgium is
absolutel determined not to permit her soil to become the
battleground. of the next war; nor to permit either the foot
of a German, British orlFrunu“ scldier to be placed on her @
soil,

liow that this new policy of Belgium; which was origi=-

nally announced in the speech o the King last October, is

"
R |

about to beceme a reality, its effect on the position of i

Pyance in 3entral and Eastern Europe has become a sudject

$ /

HD
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LMS 2-No., 516, April 22, 9 p, m., Sec, 1, from Paris,

of acute disquiet throughout Central and Eastern Europe,
For example, the Polish Ambassador in a highly con=-

'fidential conversation said to me that at the recent conm

ference which Beck had held with all the Poelish Ambassadors:
in Europe, it had been decided that the barring of Belgium

to the passage of French troops would render the Franco-

" Polish alliance virtually useless, He went on to say that

Poland's pusition vis-a-vis Germany would be so weakened
that a serious reconsideration of Polish foreign policy
must be envisapged.

The Pclish Ambﬁsaador pointed cut that the position
of Czechos’oval:ia would be affected as disastrously as that
of Poland, In this comnection Delbos said to me a few day:
ago that Benes had asked him recently if France would have
any objection to Czechoslovakia attempting to work out 5
more friendly relationship with Germany, ke had replied
that France would have no objection, I discussed this
question with Leger today who said that he considered it
within the bounds of possibility that czechoslovakia would
now press tc reach a non*aggrés:::.;-;: agreement with Germany

similar to the German-Polish agreement.

BULLITT
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‘Dated April 22, 1037
FROM |
Rec'd 6 p, m,
Secretary of State,

washington,

517, April .22, 9 p, m,

Section Two, continuing my 516,

Jaronz2an politics today are based essentially on the
mili®. oy p:sitL:ﬁ of the great powers, and, although it is
arguable = and is argued by the French Foreign Office -
that Francel!s defensive position will be strengthencd and
not weakeinsd b the new status of Belziwur no one ctn argue
that Frarce®s uifensive position = that is to say her
ability tc cone to the aid of Poland or the Little Entente
- has been strengthened, Indeed there is gﬂnerﬁl agreement
that recent developments are closing rapidly the door to
French influence in Central and Eastern Europe,

I have information which I believe to be reliable thut®
the Germans have now constructed tc the east of the Rhine
from Switzerland northward to Karlsruhe a series of forti-
fioations which though less elaborate do not compare
unfavorably with the French Naginot line, Competent
military ﬁbaervera, including our Military Attache, believe

that a French attack on Germany from Alsace in the face of

these

—~
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£ M ' ' {abatneler}
_thaae fnrtxficatiuna and the obeedede presented by thﬁ

i'river itse1f is out ur tha question,

qL “If Belgium.ia now to he cnnsidered as a neutral state
like Sw1tzarland France cnn advance on Germany éﬁérefsre |
only through the' zone- of about 125 nilea which aeparates
“the Rh:ne from the aauthernmnst point of the Belgian fron—:;
tier. This terr1tnry is for the mecst part very diffiﬂult
to . El;?ar €. . Cur Hllitary Attaahe estimates that PEWnany_
cou’c. hnlcl tna ahnrt fr'ont 1m'j.th lecs than 'half her army.
._against an attack of thﬁ whole Frenrn Arnv. Furth.ermurn
Belgium?!s: refu'.,al to g'lfow France t: u;.ﬂ her terrl_'f_':}-r_y
- for airp_l_:.-,ne Dirtes. from which to at ack ‘e Ruhr ‘ll'fm!f.Ens_ :

the situution of the French aviatiou arm,
NGEL v T
e o : BULLITT
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fore being communicated FROM Dated April 22, 1937
to anyone, (D)
. Rec'd 5:55 p, m,
Secretary of State,

Vashington,

518, April 22, 9 p, m,

Gontinuing my 517, Section Three,

T discussed this position with Leger today and he ﬁaid
With some- d1ffidence that the French Zeneéral Staff did not
consider either thé Rhine or this short line unattackable
and insisted that Eelgiuﬁ'a new posiiion would not diminish
the influence ¢ France in Central and Ea:tern Eurcre,
I know nc compe sent observer, either palitiﬁal or military,
who agrees witl th¥s point of view which the French Foreign
Office feels obliged to maintain, )

. "hen I asked Leger how he expected France to support
nzachnalovakia in case of attack by Germany, he said that
there were nlans already made to support Czechoslovakia by
expeditionary forces which would pass thro;gh Rumania and
Yugoslavia, I said that this seemed to me somewhat fantas-
tic.but he replied that plans had actually been drawn up

for such expeditionsl

BULLITT

------




rys TELEGRAM RECEIVED

This telegram must be el PariE : |
closely paranhrased be=- £
fore being smmmunicated Dated April 22, 1937

tc anyone, (D) FrROM
. A% Rec'd 5:20 p, Mme

Secretary of State,

Tashinzton,.

519, April 22, 9 p, m.
fJontinmuing my 518, Section Four,
Tn conjunction with the position of Czechoslovakia

coulendre, ‘renc!: Ambassador in loscow who is in Peris at

the moment, hea said to me that he is certain that Russia

will not support Czeochoslovakia in case of '‘a German attack
on Czechosloval! ia, He said that aside from.mlnor piecces
of evidence or shis voint he had one major piece, He and
a Frencl reneral had been talking; recently with Litvinov
and the Frencli general had asked Litvinov pointblank, "If
Germany attaclks Ozechoslovakias will you send up;ch.fD
srechosloval:ia?" Litvinov hed replied, "lNo", " Goulondre

said that Litvainov -later had covered up the "no” bY

s should wait to see what Frarcze would do and would do
whatever Prance might do," OCoulendre safdé that in his
opinion the "nc" was decisive and sinccere,




L TELEGRAM RECEIVED

)
This telegran must be Paris
21c sely paraphrased be= =
fore being ggqgmunicated pated April 22, 1937
to anyone. %%ﬁ FROM
Reeld 5:50 py M,

Secretary of State,

washington.,

520, April 22, 9 p. M

Sgontinuiny my 518, Section Five,

In view of these developments it is only natural that
Poland. szechoslovakia, and the other states of central and
Eastern Europe slhould be beginning to ibse whatever confi=-
dence they had had in the effectivencss of French support
and should atteapt to come to terms of one sort or another
with Germany, ~=ger today admitted that he expected this
to happen; but added that neither Poland nor Czechoslovakia
ner any other state of :enﬁral and Eastern Europe would have
any confidence in any promises which Germany might make and
while cultivating better relations with Germeny would
attempt t- do everything possible to obtain additional

support from France and England,

BULLITT
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

JR

This telegrawmust be FROM Paris

clogely naraphrased be= .

fore being communicated Deted Aprrl-22, 1937

to anyone, (D)
; i) " Reel!d m.3o Dillle

Jecretary of State,

Washington,

521, April 22, 9 p.m,

_}ontinuing my 520, Seetion Six,
Both Delbos and Leger are irn agreement that it is
highly improbable Germany will risk war during the next
twelve months since Germany will néed about twelwve nnnths
ta (#) alterations due to the defects ir her aviation motors
and her tanks which becdme visible in Spain, THey are
toth apprehensive, however, that Hitler may possibly decide
at some time ﬁuring the next twelve months to provoke =
Nezi revolt in Austria and support it by so-called
"volunteers" from Germany,

In this connection the Austrian linisteér stated to me

a few days ago fhnt he ha” certain knawledge that the basis
of the agreement between Hitler and Mussolini with ragard to
Austria was that Hitler had said that he would not intervene
in Eystria unless Otto should be placed on the Throne: that

Mussolini had accepted this exception because he was

conlident




o - e ‘ ™

JR  #521, April 22, 9 p.m., from Paris,
confident that the 1nf1uanca.or the Cetholie Church and
the Vienna Jews wnuid be auffiaient to keep Austria frum
turning Mazi without the return of Otto, Hitler had made
the proposal because he was confident that unless Otto
should return the Wazi movement in Austria would overcome
all oppositicn,

Leger said that he hed (?) received information from
Austria thet the Germans had mobilized some tXroops on;the

iustrien frontier, He did not regerd this as a serious

- threst of immediate action,

BULLITT




EDA " TELEGRAM RECEIVED

This telegram must be PARIS i
closely paraphrased

before beigg.pommuni- . Dated April 22, 1937
cated to anyone (4d) - From

-Received 7:20 pum,
Secretary of State

Washinzton

522, April 22, 9 p.m,
Continuing my 521,'Secticn Seven,
3ath Delbos ‘and Leger believe that Hitler hos not

decici:A on his 12xt move, For the mement he ' is keepring

open all possibilities, 'He will have Schacht explore the

possible sdvantages which Germany me s aclieve by entering
into intexrnati.: a2l economic agreemervs & 'l followir. a
policy of n2ac:, He will prepare d. the same time for a
policy of war,

I cannot find anyone in Paris,; inclucding the members
of* the French Foreign Office, who believes that Van
Zeelandts efforts may be crowned with success, Frere whe

visited London recently for Van Zeeland and had & series

by

ecnversations chiefly with Leith-Hoss said to me

=
|

o

todaey that he had found the British extremely negative,

In general therefore
thers will probably be no war before next spring but that
duoring thet period French influence will dAiminish and

Cerman infliucncedwill increase throughout Central and

Eastern furope and that ditleyr may move on Auztria,

BID OF IGISSAGE .

the expectation in Paris is. that
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This telegram rust be
closely »grgphrased bhe-
fore beingcommunicated FROM
to anyone, D Paris

Dated Anril 26, 1937

P

Rec'd 9:40 poms Ny
Seceretary of Statf, b
t7aghing o
s . ;
552, April 26, 8 p.ms (SECTIOF CHE) : i
-5V SLCRETARY ks N
I Junched alone todav -with Blum vwho made L*‘E.;q_ 374

: s ! Q2
following stabenents, 193

Ong,. & said” that le had Cecided £ RS ng
that ti:2 Exoosition shouwld DE oheEned oTiicially on lion=
day ‘lay 24 and should bHbE opeEned to the ~ubliec on Tues-
day llay 25,

ZE believed there would be no further Thovl:le wii
the exnosition workmen, I asked him if this nmeans L=t
nE T4 svbmitted to the demand of the exposition Jonlr=
1En that he shonmld inavgurate a new program of public
works to take carc of ti1e eExoosition workers after its
comnletion, E said tait hkE positively world not uhder-

.Y

take any new of nublic worlts whatsoever but he

thozht that work could be found for almost all the 'ﬁ

¥z
exnosition worlmen on projects in the neighborhood of:' E

Paris, g
™o, I asked Blum if there were eny truth in

the -cvrrent reports (wirich I have had fron Cormmnist

sorees)

[B1JuePTUON

el

9991/ 00" 158

ob




-

He Paze 2,
%332 from Paris

sources) that ; union of the I'rench Gmmﬁtnist and Social-
ist parties misht be expected this sumier. € said that
such reports might and might not be Justified; that two
mont’sazo the French Communists at the direction of
Hoscow had¢ expressed a very asreat dssi_r-z_ for the union
of the two nmarties, Il had.bszn given to understand

that Stal’n was entirely ready to lave the Prench Com-
munist narty withdraw from the Third International, e
added that the Socialist Party of Froncr nositively would
not coalesce with the Communistas unlE.ér. & Communiats
should break off all relatiorship with ¢ Third Inter-

national. !

C3B 5 D
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JR
This telegrom must be Paris
clesely poartisfircsed be-

fore being communicnted

Dﬂtﬂd anril EE, 'B P-m.
to rnyone, (D)

Rec'd 9 p.m.
Secretary of Stote, J

Tnshington,

5334 «pril 26, B p.m.

rtlnuing my 532, (Section "wic}.

I csked him if this meant thet the unlriad Communist
Socirlist Zarty would enter the Second International, He
srid thnt such o unified party might either enter the
Seeond Internctionsl or mizht remcin independent without
-".ffili'_-.t-ioﬁa for o time., He went on to say thnt he hnd
been given tc understand that Stolin hod been more or less

prepared to dissolve the Comintern if the French Communist

Party should secede from the Comintern rs that would lecve

only the Czech Communist Porty os o strons; Communist Porty
on the continent of ‘grnpe, |

He went on to say thot recently the Communists had
beeon much less sctive in pushing the project for the union
of the Frenci tommunist nnd Socialist Parties. 1In any
event he hod t~ken the position, ond the French Cormunist
lenders hod agreed that any such union would be impossible

so long -8 the present Front Fopulcire Government mirht

exist, Union of the Communists cnd Socinlists would produce

L

9991/00° 158

. s f g
- '; -
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JR #6533, Lprii 26, 8 p.m., from Faris,

sn immediate withdrawel of the Radical Socialists from the

Front Populaire ond would throw the Eadicﬂl Socinlists into

the afms of the Center and the Right. He concluded by saying
that no French Socialist or Communist leader today could

oppose & project for union of the two parties.since the

laboring masses
I naked Blum if this meant that aos soon as his

of the nation ardently desired such & union,

Government should be overthrown we might expect o union of

the two-iﬁrtie:. He jindicated that such o result was not (e

BULLITT

KLP :"MC

(##) apporent omission,




' S B - e R -
T e S

TELEGRAM RECEIVED

JR e
™is telesrmmemust be 45 Paris

closely porcorhraosed be-
fore being cormmunicoted Deted ..pril 26, 1937

to. cnyone, (D)
Rec'd 10:55 p,lil.
Secretary of State,

"rashington,

534, .oril 26, 8 pem, : i

Sontinuing my 533, (Section Thfee}. |

Three, Elum scid Ehnt his Government wos, o% course,
in finoneial ﬁifflculties and would continus to be in
fincneisl diflficulties; but he was confident that in one woy
or cnother the Treasury could meet its difficulties until
the month of July. Then if the e;pﬂ$itinnkhould be. o grent
success the financial situntion might improve,

~ He want on to soy that he knev from Neville Chamberlain

thet the British were much praucﬂupied about the possibility
of o further French devoluation; thet the British realized
that such o devoluation might place the pound in jeopardy

as it would produce o considercble exodus of ccpitel from

Englend and England was clrecdy overburdened fincneially

because of the renrmoment progrom.
63}‘”‘ Four, I asked Blum if he had any hope that any concrete

#ﬁ'result.might be produced by Vcn Zeeland's efforts, He said
that

T

——e
T

el Tl uep

i ]
il n-
H
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-l
JR #534, ..pril 26, 8 p.m,, from Foris,
that I must not toke Von Zeelond's commission too seriously;

that the iden hod been Eden!s ond thot Eden hod nsked the

French Government to acquiesce :nd that the French Governw

ment h:d'acquiescad. He wns certcoin that the moment Von

Zeelcond -should begin to try to get ugr3ements on economic
subjects he would hove to obtnin cgreements om fine H0111

and politicol subjects, o8 well, In other words Vor

Zeelond would heve to obtain world agreements on cll subjects

of interest to ©ll notions which wrs no smcll tnsk,

F \_,II_.L I"'IF"1

'¥IC < KLP
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i r;"t"}l : JR I
'h._ -ﬂ ] This tolngr%m RNEED

closcly paraphrosed boe—————
fore being communicated Doted ..pril 26, 1937

te cnyopc. <) -
= ol ROMUT sV 9110 pomi
K Scerctary «f Stoto,

“Teshington, )

. 535, “gril-ﬁé; B p.m. ;
Continuing ﬁ& 534, Soction Four,
mive . - e then had o long discussitn on the now
“ g;' c;nét;llatx:n in Europcan nffairs produced by Belpguim's
. new position of “neutrality', Blum cxprosscd himsclf in
nlmost the scme terms og those I used in my_tulugrnms
numbors. 516 to 522 .Lpril 22, 9 pen.  Ho said’ that tho
pr;héh genoral shoff did nox yot resnrd'Goermon fortificatinas
1 B o tho coat of the Rhin¢ cs cbsolutely unattackable, He
finally admitted, howoever, thet tho most thj Freneh could
hope to dz in cid'of cither Gzochoslovekin or Polend would
be to rotoin opnroximately epne=holf the Gornan army on the
. A Gormen frontier ~nd scnd her airplenes to gttoe': Gormany.
Ho alse e2ic thot the offustivencss of thesg cirplencs in

~ttacking tho. duhr would be grooatly roduced by the

impossibility of using Bulgicn territory cs o basc, He

L~

4ont on to say that he belicved the Sovick Union would
v support Czcchoslovakicn in casc of Gormon attoek, 1
\s A xprusscd skopticism but he insistoed he belicved tho

* i Russisans would not allow Gormany te swellow up Gz choslovaliln,

BULLITT




' .~ TELEGRAM RECEIVED

KLP Pnrls

This teclegromMust be FROM Dated pril 26, 1937,
closcly p-rophranacd bc=- :

forc becing nnmmunicﬂtcd ; Rce'd, 9:30 p.m.

to rnyonc, (d) .

Scerctary of Statc,
*ashington,

586, ..pril 26, 8 pam.

Gontinuing ny 535. (Scetion Pive)e

Jlum then: ¢xprcas bd the opinlon that the closing of tho
deor to Fronech military invasion of Germeny would of
nceesalty procduec n rrpprochement bevticen Poland ﬁﬁﬂ
Czochoslovaokin for their muturl protcctions I dlssgrccd
with him ~na a~id thit I falt It would produce on the
contrary on incrcnsing désirc on the prrt of the Poles
to sco Gormony bxpfnd to tho southwnard ~nd not to the
gtatwnrd,

{(Lotor this afternoon I had o telk ot tl"... Polish
Embnsay with Count Sczcmbocelk, Polish Underscerctary for
Forcign ..ffrlirs ond the Polish .mhrasndor who confirmed
cntircly tho npiﬁlon I hnd expresscd to Blum, They both

4+

oxprcsscd the oplinion tht Hitlor intonded to dlsmembor

Czochoslovrkl~ md th~t nt the eritierl moment nelthor
Ruggi® nor Frrnec would raalat Czcehoslovokin




s - e : ;
#536 from Poris - .pril 26, 8 p.m. (Scction five)

I nskcd Sczombock how Polnnd would regnrd the dls- | j:
memborment of Czochoslovnkls by Gormeny. Sczcombeck
rcplied "wc should be delighted"s Lukasicwicz, the
Pollish .mbrssndor, wns more dis:crcct nd adid "we should
not grow cxcitocd" and went on to sny that ho belioved };
Hitlcr would be contcent with tht scction of Bohomip
inhnbited by Germens ond the other rcglions whero there 'f
are o cansidurﬁﬁlo numbor of Gormrnas ~nd thot he would
give ~ portion of Slov-kin to Hungary. Ho aid Dok ey
thrt Polrrd would cxpecet to get Tecachen from the dia=- ;
mombermeiite ([

I c~alicd S:zqmbgck'%nd Luknsicwicz how thoy onvisnged L
the futurc ~nd thcey cxprﬁsscd the opinion that Justrin wes .
such o riﬁk frult thnt Hitlor could tnkc it nt ~ny time, ‘
th~t ho would dismcmber Czochoslovekla ~nd that he would
go on to control Hung~ry -nd Rum~ni~ not by conqucst but
by othar mcnrnase ihoy both arid that they felt thrt this
would lcnve Pol-nd in n~n cntircly sctisfactory positiun-

NEL”

rmd I gathcred nt they fclt Hitler would be content to
hrve Poland ng/ sbes3¥ gunrding Gormeny's flank from - 3

rttnck by Russina during his ndvnnecc through Central Turopcs)

RR:CSB BULLITT
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

Thi=z telegsrom . must, be Faris

clasely raraslrased be=-

fore bein, comrunicated FROM TDated April 26, 1937
to enyone, {.'

. i |'."!-h:‘. 1?::’-1 ‘;.'nlt--.

Secretary of-State,—

Hashinpton.

537, -April 26, & p.m.
Continu ng my 556 (SECTICH SIX).
T Ebhen esked Blum if he did not expect both the Poles

b

gnd the Izechs to meke increased cfforts Yo come' to terms

with Cermohy, He 8eid that he did but -that behind
Germany'sz back they would try to strengthen their relations
with Russia ond France: because they siould have no confidence
in German;!'o T?Dﬂlﬂ;ﬂ. He said that the present weolkening of
French position in Centrel and igstern furope had begun
at the moment when the Germans had beén allowed to march irto
the Rhineland s1ith impunity. From.that moment it had bes:
inevitable that Frence should be closed cut of Central anc
Eastern ;ufepﬂ.

| I asked Blum if France would take any action whatsoever
to prevent Germany's absorption of ..ustria, He said that
France would not and he did not believe that Lngland would,
His latest reports were that Schuschnigz had come back from

Venice in an extremely depressed state of mind and with his

A
back o

'__,.J_.';

@
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JR  #637, April 26, 8 p.m., from Paris,

back to the wall, Thelhandﬂriting on the wall was that
Austria would fall into the hands c¢f Germany, /

He did not expect any immediate German attack on _
Czechoslovakia, As I was aware the Eritish had been urgingl
the Czechs to come to terms with Germany and that the Czechs
had been making very great efforts to do so, He referred to
recent Czech-German conversations saying that each time
the Czechs madc a proposal the Germans would make some

further demands,

WIC:HPD




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

w =11
& FrOM
This telezram muest be
closely naranhrased he-
fore beins; communicated
to any ne, D Paris

Dated April 26, 1937,
Rec'd 9:46 p.m.
Secretary of State,

‘‘ashington, -

558, Anril 26, 8 pa.m.

Continu:ng my 587, (Section Seven).:

In discussing the Polish situation he said that
the econciiic nosition of Poland was most difficult and
that tiie Poles were continuing to request the French to
pErmit th;m to ship the Polish Jews to soe Frenclh colony
nreferably Tlacagascar, The 'rench Covernment had re-
jecte? t7e nronosal.

Bluwnm sald that he hacd not yet seen Daladier since
his return from London but soid that he was certain Del-~

adier had no seEriousa military corwversations 'ith Creat

In conclusion Tlun salc thet while T1E neErceived
no lmmediate catoatronliE on the,international horizon
hE waa not optimistic abont tHE poasibility of Eurdne
avorcing war, The future wasg in " Eler's hands viregh
was not cbmfort1n5. (END OF @ E554iCa)

BULIITT
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TELEG#A] fYEIVED
RD i :
This ‘belezroa muat

~a ¥“pluilateral non-gigression pect” to include Cermany,

aloaely nraoapgacd
fore boin, commviicat
te anyone, (1)

Anral 29, 1937

5:15..pg M
Secretary ol Otote s DEPARTMENT OF STATE
REOETVELD

‘lashiaj ton
' APR 31 1937

547, fotil 20, 6 p. M. SECTTION OFE,.
Spism o seumrnemrnl, POR T SpcRu RyDFFIOE OF THE SEGRETARY

I dimed }...ﬂ_t nizht in Brussels with Ambassador Morris
and Van' Zeelaad, .

In view o Van Zeeland!'s fcrtheiming visit t:r:r the
United Otctes & shall inform you fully by despatch with
regard to his remarks -- which GUVDI‘E:C". ti:e entire world

mys~1lf
s1tuation == aac confine /' in this telegram to certain

=

rn oints of immediste intdrest,

On¢, Von Zeeland said tiict e end Zden had worked

out a new “ruject for a western pact, He asked that thas
be-?:elai: v 8t tecret, Hhe said tict he and Eden had agreed
that any revival of the. lccarno .act was impossaible buf they

believed 1% rrizht be nossible if considered to establish

France, .n lcnd, Eelgium, ‘and perhars Italy, If this

v

attempt shculd feil ‘he would try to make a non-aggr5381§§ &

pact 45 E



RB =2=7/547, Loril 29, 6 v, m. Tfrom
Paris SECTION  ONE

.

Ypact with Germany on behelf of Zelgium alone,

Twos '/ith regard to his mission to the United States,
' " “"make
he said that he would refuse to J any statement whatso-
ever until he had felt out the situation cﬂmplcfely both 'in

Europo anﬂ in the United States, .He did not expect to be
able to begin to draw any conclusions for pheraps three '
months and he was not sure that at the end of that time
he would have anything highly important.to offer, It was
obvious that any serloﬁs attemﬁt;te EEEE the

world's commercial and_econamlc nroblems must entail

settlement of financial, disarmament, and political problems

as well, His task therefore wes to search the ground for

a new world settlement, ¥
BULLITT
SMS !
EMB 43




 TELEGRAM RECEIVED

' RB L =i
Lo This telesrem must be - From -
: closely naraphirased be- !
fore being communicated
to anyone, (D) ; Paris I

j Dated April 29, 1937
Rec'd 6:45 p, m,

Secretary of State

‘lashin ton.

548, Aoril 29, 6 p, m,

Continuing my 547, SECTION T'O,

He déscribed in great detal} his conversations  with
SeHacht and asserted that Schacht hed said to him that
Germany w23 veaching ‘the end of her tether economically,
thaﬁ the ayﬂt;m of economic,autarchy in Germeny had given
~nod results up to fthe vresent time but could not be

o carried much iuether,
Schacht had then stated that it was ebsqlutely
J agsgential that Cermany should have colonies, van.zeelanﬁ
| }9 sa1d thet e had argued with Schacht thaet no cclonies tha®
Germany ccinceivably-csould et *"ould solve the Cerman econom-

problem but thet Schacht hed continued to ergue that colonies

from which “erany Gould obtain colonial products for Cerman
marks were.cssential,
Van Zee=land said thet Schacht was cpposed to any genorel
“\ sennomic. conference but believed that some result might be

sl

reached if sne gualified representcotive from each of the

L 2
\

' leadlng




- 2l

RB -2-#548, April 29, 6 p, m, from
Paris SECTION TWO

leading powers should meet in a small conference, Van

Zeeland said that he had replied that he was glad to have

the suggestion but had established as a principle that he

would not cuumént on any suggestion until he was familiar

with the opinions of all the leading gnvarnmentﬁ of the

western world,
BULLITT
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

1= LEM i
RB FrOM
This tele 'rrn must be
closely paraphrased be=
fore beinz communiceted
to anyone, (D) PARIS

Dated'April 29, 1937
Rec'd 7:05 p. m,
Secretary of State

Washinzston,

LN

540, Anril 29, 6 1, M,

Contrnuing my 548, Section Three,

Three, ~7th regard to the position of Lngland,
Van Zeel&fid said that for the first time within his
knowledge ti:e Eritish hed today an entirely delfinite and
strcng'li:H.Jf policy. They would continue to rearm and
they would continue to maintain the tariff walls around
their Empire unless they felt certain that the changing
of these policies would give them peace, He said cate-
gorically several times that the British were not interest.
in the reductiocn of barriers to international trade and thes
they would accept such reduction cnly as a part of a global
settlement wiiich they felt certain would give them peace,
He went on to say that he "believed that during the next

few years the British would very nearly control the trend

of international affairs: they were increasing in strength

daily and were fully disposed to use the strong paw of the
lion-
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{) : TELEGRAM RECEIVED
RB ; 3
This tele, rem must be d
closely jarajyraaed be= v
frre beins comrunicated FROM

to eanyonee (D) ) Paris s ]

Dated April 29, 1937 b

Rec'd 7:11 n, m.
Secretery of Ztate ]

™ashinston,. : _ ol

550, Ao ril 22, 6 D. M

gontinuin. my 549, SICTION 1OULL, 1

'our, Ven Zeeland said that lLe regarded the full - N
“ecoperatica «f the United Ctates os essential and asked 7
me o series . questions with regard to the attitude .of

the United At-tes, I renlied to him 1in exact ccocordance
with vour romorks to me in our recent conversctions in
Teshin~ton, om hasizing the fect tiiet “hile we wonld be .

mest earer tu ecoperate in eny ef’orts to reduce the

barrviers to international commer-e and to achieve an- A
accord for lamatation of ermameants we could rnot toke any

alitical crrritments .ond thint 4t wes almost inennceivehle

6 that Turopean eountries should be clloved to flort loans

£ hecsuse He: palred me il there misht be B possibility
lationsa
omdei] :‘.-*'.'l’: :1:.:..-1 1‘_\.._:&...5. ¥

he had 28 me il there wer: not a »ossdibility thet. the

! Johnaon




RB -2-#550, April 29, 6 p, m, from
Paris SECTION FOUR
Johnson Act might be repealed, Van Zeeland said that he
hoped he could have utterly frank con?arsations_ with
you and the President when he reached Vrash;ngf:nn. I
teld him I wos certain thet this was what you both desired,
e BULLITT

SMS

EMB




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

RB
This telegroin must be ™
alosely nareshrased be-
fore bein.'@%numunicated FROM ' :
to anyone, (1)) PARIS
Dated April 29, 1937
featd 7:55 Ds Ms
Saeretary of State

Washin,ton,

551, April 29, 6. p. m,

Continuing my 550, SECTION FIVE,

Five,  Van Zeeland admitted thaﬁ.he thoﬁght thet
Pélgium's new status in the intsrnational picture would
inconvanience zZreatly the ability of Frence to come to the
aid of Polend, Czechoslovakia, jfustria, or any other state
of Central Zurope, . He said,. however, that he considered
it most important that England had changed her attitude -

tomard the-status quo’ in Centrel ifurope, For example Eden

renently hed cssured Benes that Creat Britain was not : =4

disinterested in the ‘fate of 9zechcslovakia, (For your
confidential anformation, Delbes has made the same statement

to me,} Van Zceland sa.d tiat _den had assured him in the

- most categ: riccl manner that t-reat Britain was now prepared

to push to the full her support of the League of Nations

end had intimated that under the aegis of the League of

N-tions Great Dritain might intervene in case Czechoslovakia

ghould




~)

o

5N

RB | -2-/651, foril 29, 6 p, m, from

‘Paris SECTION FIVE ;
should be atiacked by fermany, He felt that this new
attitude on tle-part of the British Govermment would 55
far tp counterbalarnce theia?gument ¢f France's: opffensive
so8ition azainst Germany caused by the presenmt policy of
Belrium, 3

He went on to say that there wos at the present time
the most zbsclute acécrd which could be imegined between
the British, “rench end Delrian Covernments end added in
reply to & ouestion that the leader of this trie who called
the tune to ‘hich the cthers danced wes u:iquestipnably the
British Govermment, ¥

Six.  Van Zeeland said that he regzarded it =8 a
possibility that Germany shortly would issue a statement
guaranteein: Delgiuvm bﬁt this nii it well be prucedéd by
the negotiction af'thé non-a; ression vact referred te in
the nerazrc "h numbered one of this'mesua;e.

Seven, Van Zecelend was extrenely apprehensive with
regard toc the finencial satuetion in France, saying that he
could nct see how the French could zvoid a financial crash
in June ©» July end thag another cdevelucrtion of the franc
scemed inevitabvle,

END OF IE.SAGE.

BULLITT




i g mw RECEIVED j‘ h ”

closely paraphrased be- PARIS
fore being communicateéd
to anyone (D) ' Dated April 3G

FROM

Rec'd 6:43 p.m.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
REQORIVED

Secrctary of i

MAY L= 19:3’:,-;1"?&{ ARYOr;
s

1= 1937

"-—- ’H:. 1%'“-!

I lunched today with Delbes and Sir Eriec Phirps, the Ej;
new Britleh Ambasgendor: Telhos admitted that he felt the Ea;
abilitv of ¥rarice talcafn to the meselistance of Czecho= E;E
zlovakis or any ltlnthf:i‘ statc of Central or Eastern Europe mu
had been dinminieshed graatly by the new policy of Belgium. o
He =sald that, in view of this diminution of France's Egk

.

ability to come to the assistance of Czechoslovakia,
he felt that it would be neceszary in orderito save

Czechosleovalkia from Germany to have the British Govern-

aNY

ment make it clear that in casge of a German attack 'on
Czechoslovakia Great Britain would go toc war for Czecho-
slovakia.
Referenecce -was then made to the recent statement of
tho Eritish reign Office to Benes that Great Britain
not interceted in the fatn of Czechoslovakia. Dnlb;;
eald thnt B~ coneldeped this tnenffieclont and urged Fh{fpa,'

to ohtal fro 1".';"' avernTont n 1ot m] &, ta et e bl a0 £o

ort roehdelovoakia. Phinvs réplicd that the British

err

rovernment could not make ‘any such promise in. advanee

and cou




-2.
From Parie, #556 -

and could onlv get as it =aw fit if a German invasion

of Czechoslovakia should occcur,

: BULLITT
SMS EMB
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

3
y This telegram mus t-be—u—
closely paraphrazed be- PARIS 5

fore belnspompanioated
FROMpDsted April 30, 1937

to anyons (D)
Qec'd 4:40 D™,

cecretary of State,

washington, U.C.

55?, April 30, 5 p.m.

Goncluﬁing my 556, Section Two.

Phipps who has just been tpansferred to Paris from
Hérlln exhibited a haati}ity to Germany and the German
covernment surprising to me. I questiohed him with repard
to Germany's colonial demands. He said that tha_Ger*én

Government had informed him that it would be satisfiled with '

. nothing less than the return of all the colonies taken frmn'

Germany by the Treaty of Vepsailles. He went on to say that
e gonelidered Hitler a fanatic who would be eatiesfied with
nothin~ lese than H;minntinn of Turone. :

There was =uch converrsation between Nelbos and Phipps
on the the ie that peace might be preserved in Europe if
esngland and rrance ehould chow thelr teeth to Germany and
have behind them the benevolent neutrallity of the United
States. Both Delbos and Phlpps expressed themselves as
extremely satisfied by our neutrality leglslation. They
agreed that it was now desirable to attempt to huuh
conversations with regard to settlements in the matter of .8
armaments not because they thought that any result would be

achleved




i
-2
From Paris #5657 Sectlion Two .

achieved but because they felt it would be desirable

to keep Germany talking about something while Britain re-armed

I gathered that both the French and British Governments-*
had encouraged Hitler to prepare. prnﬂosﬁls :nr Geneva with
this end in view.

Both Delbos and Phipps were of opinion that Hitler
could now take Austria at any time he might choose without
ereating ﬁerioue 1nternat€0n"1fcﬂmnlicationa.

nd of messara,

BULLITT




weEre really only two nebaohs in Zurope widich aounted to

EDA
This telc st be - PARIS
closely pcraphrased FROM : 3
before”being commni= Dated April 30, 1937 s
cated to anyone (d) : t
Received 10:12 a,m, .
; lMay lst I 4
Secr=ztary of State : DEPARTMENT OF STATE :
RECEIVED
aslx@inston : | 7
- MAY 3 - 1837 3
563, April 30, midnight, - »
\ A
8T ECTLT cuneiusnITAL TOR TTE sEcRARREE 0F THE SECRETARY o
¢ : .
In tHe course of a lons conversation this afternoon o
o
Sir Eric Phinps stated to me that he did not see the _ ~3
faintest posaibility of coming; to any agreement with "itler, g

Ile was certain from his experience in Berlin thet the only
thins wiich could inpress the Cer-ans today was military
foree, TE believed that any nEgotr’-.:&tlt}ns wx¥ch might bE. :
bhesun today with “ermany by Enzland c» France would end in
fa lure vnless Fraice and ingland should be prepared to --
accord Cerrany absolute donination of the international
situnt; . on,

He sard that the Serians frequently had apnroached
Yim wvith the statement tlct they desired the nost friendly
and closeat relabions with Creat ritain but that they had
followed tl'is rewrk invariably with the stateqent that K there
anytiing, Enslend u.ndl CeEr-wany, and that they should c'!j_v;dzr

betwesn tHem the dominat on of the continent, e sa:.d fhat™

his




’
ol
‘;"P

: CORRECTED PAGE
EDA =~ 2 - #563, April 30, midnight from Paris _
this policy would mean the end of international moralitye

I suggested that it might also mean the end of the British
Empire since when Cermeny had gatablished a sufficient
dominance on the continent she would be in a nosition

to turn her attention to Great Britain,

Te revlied that in any event it was hig oninion and
thot of his Gwzfmmnt that the only chonce of preserving
peace was for Great Britain to rerpiy as fost as posaible
and during the period of rearmament try to keep Cer :-1
quiet.

"I.'-EE added tlat he thiought that if France and Cnzland
ahonld iEviein on the momt intimete tern of friendsTip
and ghonld inve brEhind thEm & DENC volz:a‘-:'l}' neutrol
United Statesg, f‘srmn}i would

3ULLITT

C3B
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~cated to anyone (d)

TELEGRAM RECEIVED

|
ED{‘ ! 11— 11 | {
This telegra: muat be From PAILS "3
¢losely parcphrased : '
VEfore beEing conmmuni- . ‘Dated gy 1, 1937 1

Received 1:06 peis
i S
BEcretary .of State

“aslington

565, May 1, noon,

Concluding my 563. (SECTION Twc];
hesitate to risk a major ware HE repeated enmphatically to
mE t?zhsEeFEmFEt_that he had made to Delbos reported in
ny 556, Apmil 30, 5 pelis, with regard to Czecl:oslovalia,
He ga:d thet it would be abszolutely imposaible for Creat
Britain to proniise to come to the supnort of Czechoslovalia
if Czechonlova'zia should be attacked,-by Germany, INE :
again expressed the opinion that Cernany could talke Austria
at any tine she liked and added that Neurath had said to
him after his return from his recent trip to Vienna that
Austria was such a ripe fruit that Gernany was no longer
worried about the date at wlhieh it would fall into Nazi
handse

Sir Eriec then said that he was somewhat disappointed
to find that there were people in Paris who still believed
that it might be possible for Irance to come to ternms
vith Gernmany, He considered this totally impossible,

Fe also expressed the opinion that 1ittle or nothing

could




EDA =~ 2 = ;/565, May 1, noon from Paris Section two,
lﬂuid G: echieved by Van Zeeland,

I gathered the general impression from a long
conversation that Sir Eric has been instructed during
iis mission in Paris to prevent the French from having

any tete-a-tete conversations with Germany, that the policy
of Great Britain is still to keep the continent of durope
dividzd, that the determination of Great Britain to rearm
as quicltly and completely as possible is absolute and that
1ittle or nothing is to be expected from Great Britain

in the way of support of the policy of reduction of
barricsrs to interrﬂt:';nnal coitErce and restoration of the ,

Economic 1ife cf the world,

BULLITT
CSB
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