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Osusky, linister of Czechoslovakia, who has just
returned to Paris yasterday afternpon, cenfirped the report
’aguﬁggg¢iizhif

which T had already had from Delbos f3& the German Govern-

ment hed rejected Czech overtures fcr reconciliation. He

e | e
tkhe Germal

said that the Czechs had gone so far as to invite

Military Attache in Praha to make a full inspection of-thei

ields: and their militery preparations of all

sorts. He added that the Czechs had invited the German

Goverrment to send anyone that they might wish to investigate

the situaticn of the Germans in Bohemia, The German Govern-

refused these proposals,

ment had

Osuslo on'to say that. the CGovernment ol zechoslo=-
vakia durinz the past few months had made { most intense
efforts possible to work out rapprochement witl Austpiae

hea become -convinced that this aa desirabl

thet SchuschniZzg

and has gont Venice in an enthuaiastic mood

Mussolini had flatly veteed any = rapprochement ,

explanation
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LMS 2-No, 575, May 5, 11 a, m,, from Paris,

explanation was that Mussolini felt his situation in the
- Mediterranean was so inkecure that he could not afford to
v Q‘u‘:k
s displease Germany in any way.lnuuulgé!;i stated that Benes
and Schuschnigg were determined to work for closer relations

between Czechoslovakia and Austria in spite of Mussolini's

objections,

BULLITT
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Continuing my 575, May 5, 1l a, m,

Nsusicy went on to say that he w=a 8 still confident that
Franc: would come to the assistance of Czechoslovakin at one
if Germeany should attack Czechosloval:ia but he diad not kno
if this would contlnue to be the case after the French publi
had realized Tully the consequences of Belgium's new status

0

556, April 30, 5 p.

m)s

He ccneluded by saying that in his opinion the situa-

tion.of all the states of Central and Eastern Europe vis-g-

vis Germany- woculd become desperate unless Great Britain

should decice shortly to assist France in maintaining by

force the status quo in Central and Eastern Europe,

He

believed that Austria was in far more danger than Czecho-

slovakia.

He did not believe that the Germans would dare

to attack Czechoslovakia until next spring but they might

decide to toke over Austria at anv time.
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Frencois-Foncet, French Ambassador in Ber'lin.iimu-' :

Judgment with regard to events in Geman:.r is often remarkably
accurate, statcd to me yesterday that he had never been so
pessimistic with reéard tn’wkfntenticns as he was
at the present moment,

He seid that he believed Schasht was now without any
real influence on Hitler, He belinv;d that the Germans
would continue to talk about their desire to enter into
economic collaboration with the rest of the worldy but
would ask a price for their abandornment of economic
' Autarehy which the world could not accept, I added they had
already indiccted that a part of the price would be the

return of all the colonies that were taken from them biE the
=

Treaty of Versailles, x
[ it
He believed that Solach#!s conversations would be c__fn
w0 .
A HEEL e (]
reality a smoke screen behind which Hitler would await~the
propitious
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JR  #620, Nay 12, 1 p.m,, from Paris,

propitious mnmaﬁt to lay hands on Austria and Czechoslovakia,

: He felt certain that the status quo in Central Europe would
not remnin intact for another twelve months, If the

Germans should take over Austria it might not mean general

war, If they should attack Czechoslovakia, France would

march at once; England nﬁuld be compelled to mobilize and

within a few weeks the entire Continent would be at war,

He added tha; e had never known the Nazis to be =0

confident or so difficult to deal with,

BULLIT
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STl sy GONY Lo TAL FGR'KILSE“HETRRE,

I lunched with Blum today, He expressed the opinion
thet tlo net rasult of all the recent political conversa=
tlanﬂ_in London and Paris would be very small,

He saic that Eden and Chamberlain had assured the
French, the Austrians, and the Czechs that they were not
disinterested in the fate of Czechoslovakia and Austria
but thet Zdcn had made it entirely. clear to Guldo Schmidt,
Austrian Forcign linister, that it would be very diff1m§?;
to persuade the British public tu go to war on behalf nﬁ;

Austria,

561 1

Blum said that Selinidt in his conversations in both
London and Paris had been mont reserved, He had said that
Austrials nosition was based on maintaining close contact
yjith Italy and on developing fricndly relations with German;
He intended tc continue to push as hard as he could for
closer relations with Hungary and Czeclhioslovakia but he
could nﬁt ta:e any position which would lead to an open

break
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. EDA 2. ##652, May 0, 7 pemy from Paris Section one

break with Germany or Italy,

Blum seid that Hodza, Czech anﬂl;n Minister, was
doing everything that he could to bring about ciasa '
relations between Austria, Hungary, and Czechoslovakia
and that he did not despair that the negotiations in pro=
gress mizht produce some result, .

Blun said that Litvinov had essured him categorically
that if Cernany should attack Czechoslovakia and if France

X7 should go to war with Germany to defend Gzechoélo?uhja,
the Soviet Union would make war on Germany at once,

I cormented that I did not see how the aid of the
Soviet Union could be very effective in view of the
condition of Soviet roads and railroads leading to the
west and in view of the fact that Soviet planes and arnies
could not eruss Poland or Rumania, Blum said that he
felt Rumania was so closely bound to Czechoslovakia and
had such a kcen sense that Rumania would be a tempting
morsel for Germany if Czechoslovokia should succumb that
the Rumanians would ccoperate with Czeéhoslovakia and

the Soviet Union in case of German attack on Czechoslovel:in,

BULLITT
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653, lMay 20, 7 pen,. _

Continuing my 652, Section Two,

Blun agreed that Hitler had the political initiative
on the continent of Europe at the moment and he did not
see any way to take this initiative out of the hands of
Germany. It was tragic but true that at the present time
the situation was heg;nning to resemble more and more the
situation before 1914, He could see nothing better to do
than to recreate the close entente between England, France,
and Russia which had existed before 1914, Litvinov had
requexted him to do his utmost to bring about a rapproche=
ment between England and the Soviet Union.; He believed that
the single chance of preserving peace in Europe wogld lie
in such a rapprochment and therefore he favored it,

I suggested that it would not be easy to convinece the
present British Government to have 'close relations with the
Soviet T;ién especially in view of the recent wholesale

exilings and shootings, Blum said that he did not believe

it would be any more difficult for the British Governmert
to: worlk witih the present Russian Government than it had
i [

been




EDA =~ 2 - #653, May 20, 7 psm, Paris Section TWO o

bteen before the war for the French Left Governments to

work with Cgarist Governments, In any case he felt that
there was no other alternative and he intended to try
to bring about closer relations between Great Britain

and the Soviet TUnion.

ULLITT
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Continuing my 653, Section Three,

A1l the informotion that he had received recently
led him to believe that relations between Italy and England
were bound to grow worse, He was convinced that the basis
of the recent conversations between Germany and Italy had
been thot Mussolini had agreed not to oppose Hitler!s
ambitions in Austria, Czechoslovakia, and Hungary in
return for German support in the Mediterranean, He
thouzht that Mussolini now intended to attempt to estab.
lish himself with increased strength in the enstern
Mediterranean und would need Germany'!s support and there-

fore could not oppose Germany in Central Europe,

I conmented that in all this I could see nothing
very constructive. Blum replied that the tragedy of his
position at the present moment was that with the greates:
#4111 in the world on his part and on the part of the entire
French people to achieve peace, there seemed to be nothing
conatructive to be done,

Rlum aslred me if Mr, Norman Davis had left for the

United States and I replied that he had, He said that he

regretted
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regrettoc is

g8 the Fri
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consultation with

decided to invite both Germany and

totives to the impending Disarmament

1‘-|\prl:: :"; = _'_

at Geneva., Thatever the repliess might

and Italy this would at least put them up age
problem of making some reply,
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655, May 20, 7 p.m,

Continuing my €54, Section Four,

Schucht viould be coming to Paris next week, He did
no kno. vhas Lchacht would have to sugecst but in view
of be fuct t.at Schachft had ended all his recent

conversctions vith a demand for the return of all the

[ i

forrmer Cormen colonles teken from Uermany by the Treaty
1 : B =

of Versaaillez, he did not hope for idesl resultsa, Eeltrubs
- T ., Yy o T 2 & | = 'S il 1 i £ de P = m
in London ha iscussed the guesticn of return of CGerman _
(1]

s o3

“

colonies with the British, The Eritish had taken th
position tha® they would not be ready to return German
colonies to Cermany merely to have Germany malke further

demanda after the colonles were returned, If, however,

the question of the return of some portion of the former
German colonies to Germany should be the only capstone

needed to comnlete ¢ structure of peace for the world,

it vould refuse to discusa the gueation,

I suggeated to Elum that this wvas precisely what the
British hed said Ven Zeelan ith regard to reduction of
barriers t. international commerce cnd the rehabilitation

of
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#655, May 20, 7 p.m,, from Paris,

of the economic life of the world
gseemed to be reserving a large
je” agreed that this was so

concluded with some remarks on

of

s e
he British

capstones,

ae
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Dated September 8, 1937

Rectd 12:40 p.m,
3ecretary of State,

Washington,

1257, September 8, noon,

TRICDIY SCITITUITIAL FOR THE SECRETARY:

Chautemps stated to me-last night that the French
Government hac¢ had no previous information whatsoever with
regard to the Scviet protest to Italy. Le felt that the
moment was exceedingly 1ll-chosen for sich a protest) but

the Soviet Covirnment apparently had an unasseilaple case,.

He was infomed that members of the crew of the TIMIRYAZEV
had'bztn able to take plintogiraphs of the submarine which
proved indisputably that it was Italian,

He did not yet know whether or not the Itallans

would attend the conference at Nyon. Yesterday after-

noon the Italian Government had stated to the French

- {B1jUSPTIOD

-

Government that 1t would not be represented at the - ! .

T B2

conference unless France and England could obtain gg ;

o

naﬁpanrlual assurances from the Soviet Government that
the ‘Soviet Government would not bring up the cases of the
. TINIRYAZEV and the BLAGOEV at the conference, and would

refrain from accusations'against Italy.

30

¥ Chautemps



FS 2=l’0 1257, September 8, noon from FParis

Chautemps was mn&z peEssimistic than ever with regard
to the prospect of preserving peace in Europe. He pe- ;
peat€d the phrase which one now hears daily: "Peace
1s at the mercy of an incident". He went on to say that
he belleved it would be impossible to PrESErVE pEace un-
less the United States should take the poaition that it
would give-all possible aid of an economic and’ financial
nature to any country attacked, I replied that he nust
know as well as I did that 1t was out of the questicn
for the United States to take such s position, I had
told him and Delbos countless times that the peEcple of
the United States as well as fhE government weie o1e
hundred per cent against any action which might involve
the United States in another European war, ThE terms of
the Neutrality 4ct were an EXpression of the unanimous
desire of Americans to stay out of war, He could be sure
that the United States would make EVEry effort to rsmﬁin
aloof from European conflict, I added that he must have
had the same information from his Embassy in Washington,
Chautemps answered that he lmew this was the attitude of
the United States at the present time: but' he felt that if
the war should be prolonged, and it might go on for Yeara,
there would be such complications that the United States

would be dragged in. I replied that at any rate he could
count




Fs 3-No., 1257, September 8, noon from Paris

count .on the United States to struggle to stay out of

war no matter how long the war might be.

BULLITT
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1572, November 8, 4 p. m, : [e
Cvite mammitd LAl o : :Zé

In conversatlon this morning en ofiicial of the /
forelign Offlce sajd to us arropos of Itelian edherencze
to the Cerman-Japanese anti-Comintern Pact that
Foreign Office saw in this enlarged agreerent tvo tos-
sibilities which furnished cavse for worry. First,
it conld be used as a pretext by the i'ascist states for
rrovoking civil war in any country on the ground that
the "defense measures" contemplated by the pact had -
beEcome necessary to prevent the snread of Communism,
sEcond, 1t could have a-far r:za-ldng influence on in

-
|

EVElopmEnts in many countrits for instance in Yugoslavia,

)

4 +

Foland and Czechoslowalkia, EctErday the semiofficial
NEWSDAPEDr at clgrade had ~raised the anti-Commumnist act
a8 ‘gaving civilizetion and =ocial order.  There migh E

tEmptation lor Stovadinovite ho finds himsael in

Jiffieultices

08! /¥6 *29L



i -%=- Yo, 1572, November 8, 4 p, m. from Paris

difficulties to try to make use of the Pact by saying that
if a~itation against him did not cease there would Ye inter-
vention by Mussolini to oreserve order in Yugoslavia, There
might be temptation to make use of the Fact in a similarly
dangerous manner in Poland and Czechoslovakia (END SECTICN
CHE)

BULLITT
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JEcretary of State

Washington,

1572, Novermber 8, 4 p. m. (SECTION TWO)

There is no guestion, said our informant, that the
Enlarged paet is an instrument which can become extrerely
dangerous,  The whole question is whether the threr si-na-
tories intend to use it-as a means for the achirvomer’
rolitical ends, or whether they will be contentc to let
it otand as a spectacular gesture to¢ impress the world
#ith their solidarity, Future developments in relation
to the pact will, therefore, bear careful watching.

Cur informant went on to say that the new pact is
“ound to reenforce EVErywhere governments of dictatorial
tendency and remarked that he supposed that this az-Ect
of the guestion would in its relationship to certain Latin
American countries be of interest to Washington. In this
connection he said that the Foreign O0ffice had this morning
received a cable from the French Embau;y at Tokyo stating
that according to the Japane-e press Bolivia had announced
readiness to adhere to the anti-Communiui pact, In short

our




-2= llo, 1572, November 8, 4 p, m, SECTION TWO from Paris

our informant added the pact contains poassibilities for

disturbing the whole world,

‘onies to Berlin, Rome, London, Belgrade, (END OF

BULLITT




EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

GEPAUTMENT |
Ne. 1267 Paris, November 23, 1937.
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gubject: Visit of Ambagsador Bullitt to . .. of
War IV TIONS

1aTe

€ecl

|. L
The Honorable

The Secretary of State,
Washington, D. C.

‘11!1717n8

awM

I have the honmor to report that, in accordance
with my telegram No., 1557 of November 4, 2 FP.l., to

€8€/ 0

the Department and the Department's telegram No. 563
of November 4, 3 F.M., to me, I left Paris, to wisit
Ambassador Biddle, on Saturday evening, November 13th
at 6:15 P.M., arriving in Warsaw at 4:32 P.M., on
November l4th., I laft Warsaw at 10:20 P.H., Novem-
ber 17th, arriving in Berlin at 8:00 A.l., Novem-
ber 16th., I departed from Berlin on November 19th
at 9:30 P.M., arriving in Paris at 9:55 A.M., on
Saturday, November 20th.
In the course of this trip I talked with a
number




number of statesmen and diplomats, and it has ocourred
to me that the Department might be interested in iuvm.g
more than a formal report of the dates of my journey.

I append, therefore, memoranda recording portions of
conversations with the following: 1. The Polish
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Colonel Joseph Beck,
Marshal SmigXy-Rydz, and other members of the Polish
Government; 2. The Japanese Ambassador in Warsaw,

Shuichi Sakoh; 3. The Italian Ambassador in Berlin,
Bernardo Attolico; 4. Baron Konstantin von Neurath;
6. Dootor Hjalmar Schacht: 6. General Hermann

Goering.

Respeotfully yours,

f}r’

-—ﬁi“m c Bu.'l.litt.

—
I

List of Enclosures: |~ .~

~1. Memorandum of conversation between Ambassador
Bullitt and Colonel Beck, Marshal SmigXy-Rydz,
and other members of the Pollsh Government.

Memorandum of conversation between Ambassador
Bullitt and the Japanese Ambassador in Warsaw.

Memorandum of conversation between Ambassador
Bullitt and the Italian Ambassador in Berlin.

emorandum of conversation between Ambassador
Bullitt and Baron Konstantin von Neurath.

Memorandum of conversation between Ambassador
Bullitt and Doctor Hjalmar Schacht.

Memorandum of conversation between Ambasgsador
Bullitt and Ceneral Hermann Goering.
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*MELORANDUL. OF A CON

Enclosure No. 1 to Despatch’ No. 1267 of Noveuber £3,
1937, from Embessy 2t Paris.

AND THEE POLISE LINISTER FOR FOREIGH AFFAIRS, COLONEL
JOSEPH BECK, MARSHAL SLIGEY-RYDZ, AND OTHER MWBERS OF
TEE POLISHE GOVERLENT.

In Wersaw I hed five conversations with Colonel
Joseph Beck, Minister for Foreign Affeirs and talks with
Marshal Bmigiy-&lgﬂz, Count Szembek, the Under ‘Secretary
for Foreign Affeirs, lkr. Wszelekl, Economic Adviser of
the Folish Foreign Office, several other members of the
Polish Government and = number of embasssdors and minlsters,
Ambassador Biddle, who wes with me throughout 'nearly all
these conversstions, informed me thet he would report
them, and I wish merely to call attentlon to some of the
stetements which seém to me of particular importance.

Colonel Beck steted to me that he belleved that
Germany in the near future would take some action against
Gzechoslovekia. He did not believe that there would be
a frenk invesion of Czechoslovakia; but felt that the
German Government would provoke some sort of en uprising
on the part of the Germans of Bohemisa =and would thu'n
support such an uprising by arms, emmunition, and men
from Germeny. He end liarshel Smigly-Rydz both expressed
the apinion-thnt Frence would not lntervene to save Czecho-

slovekia. They both stated that they belleved ths French

Governnent
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Government, before taking any action, would comsult

thifﬂritiuh Government and that the British Government
. would suggest that the French Government should refer
the matter to the League of Nations before acting, and

that before the League of Nations had acted, Czecho-

. slovakia would have been conquered.

I disagree with this opinion as I believe that at

the present moment the French would mobilize at once

in case of a German attack on Czechoslovakia, either

direct or through the Germans of Bohemia. I do not
know how long this state of mind on the part of the
French Government will prevail and I can not guarantee
that it will exist next month or the month after.

I asked Beck what Poland would do in case France
should become involved in war with Germany because of
a German attack on Czechoslovakia. Beck replied that
in the hypothetical case I had presented, the casus
foederis between France and Poland clearly would not
arigse. Poland positively would not march. He went
on to explain that Poland would fulfill the direct
obligations of her alliaﬁca with France completely
and in case of German aggression against France,
Poland would march at once; but that under no eir-
pumstances would Poland become involved in protecting
French satellites in Central Europe, especially Czecho-
slovakia.

I asked Beck if he did not feel that there was
some pusaibilitr that the Cerman attack on Czechoslovakia

. which he anticipated might be forestalled by the Czechs

granting a certain degree of autonomy to the Germans of
Bohemia. He replied that he did not believe that Benes

would have uﬂa enough to make this concession. He

then




then added, speaking with a passionate intensity,
that if Ozechoslovakia should grant autonomy to the
Germans of Bohemia, Poland would demand at once auto-
nomy for the three hundred thousand Poles of the
Teschen district. The latter statement seemed to me
of particular importance.

In disocussing the guestion of Danzig, Beck said
that Hitler personally had given Lipsky, Polish Am-

bassador in Berlin, the most absolute assurances that

he cared too much about Germany's present good rela-
tions with Poland to permit the Germans of Danzig to
do anything which would be totally inacceptable to
Poland. Beck went on to say that he was confident,
therefore, that although the situation in Danzig
might remain difficult, it would not lead to any in-
tensely unpleasant inecidents.

I stated to both Beck and Smigly-Rydz that I
had been informed from French sources 1ln Brussels
that Potemkin, former Soviet Ambassador to France
who is now Under Secretary at the Soviet Forelign
Office, had seid that the Soviet Government had de-
cided to give up all preparations for a possible
military offensive on the European frontler of
Russia and had decided to create on the European
frontier of Russia a zone of virtual dévnataticn
approximately two hundred kilometers deep for de-
fensive purposes, except along the railroad lines.

Both Smig)ly-Rydz and Beck said that they had
had na information to this effect. Smigly-Rydz

went on to say, however, that he was convinced from
his
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his military intelligence reports that the Red Army
along the Buropean frontier was totally incapable at
. the present time of taking the offensive; the staffs
of the armies on the Polish and Rumanian frontiers of
the Soviet Unlon had been so destroyed by the rnuunt.
|| ) exeoutions and so shaken in self-confidence that any
14 offensive operations were out of the question. He
felt, therefore, that the position of Poland vis-d-vis
the Soviet Union was today much safer than it had ever

been.
I discussed briefly with Beck the recent temsion
between President MofScicki and Marshal Smigly-Rydz.
He sald that he had been able to bring about a re-
conoiliation by calling on both men to remember that
P the international interests of Poland must be regarded
1" 0™ as superior to any personal or internal interest what-
goever. It had been agreed that final authorlity should
rest in the hands of Marshal Smigly-—Rydz. In this
connection, Beck went out of his way to say to me that
he hoped I had noticed what excellent personal relations
existed between him and Smigly-Rydz when we had been
together. I had, on the contrary, noticed that, while

8migly-Rydz seemed completely at ease, Beck was the
polite and somewhat fearful subordinate in his rela-

tions with Smigly-Rydz.
I am inelined to believe that the difficulties

in Poland which arose from the personal ambitions of
Modolcki and Smigly-Rydz and their respective followers
. may be regarded as settled for the moment; but the

underlying economioc situation in Poland 1s so bad that
J‘I Cl '[-$ ;
- it
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it is impossible to predict a long period of political
stability. .

In this connection, both Beck mnd Count Kichael

Iubienskl, Beck's Chef de Qabinet, spoke to me of their

| hope that Lr. Bernard Baruch might follow up the conver-
sations he had had with the Polish Ambassador in Paris,
Jules Lukssiewloz, by some action to revive the economio
life of Poland end thereby assist the Jews along with the
whole Folish populstion. Beck aslso said to me that he
was axtr!ﬁaly greteful that the Presideant, in a conversa-
tion which he had had with Count George Fotooki, Polish
Ambasaador in Washington, hed said thet he would be glad
at scme futurs tipn to use his good offices to promote
the immigration of Polish Jews to Central and South
America.

In connection with our discussion of the possibi-
11ty of preservinz peace in Europe, Beck seid that he
hoped I might use my influence with the French Govern-
ment to obtain the inclusion of Poland in eny negotlia-
tions for s new Locarno. I replied that, es he knew,
the Government of the United States was most careful
not to intervene in political arrsngements in Europe.

He replied that he did not mean officlal intervention

or advice by the American Government. He happened to
know that the members of the French Government were often
in the hebit of discussing thelr problems with me in an
intimete snd friendly menner and asked me 1f I could

not take tha line of sdvising the inclusion of Foland

in the negotiations for s nsw Locarno in any such

| convarsations




conversetions I might have. I replied thet I could not
do so without authorization from my Government. He then

asked me what my own opinion was with regard to the mat-

ter and I told him that I believed (which I do) that the
inclusion of Polend would be Ihir;hly desirable,

I gathered from wy conversations vith Beck and from
statements mede to me by various embemssadors and ministers
in Warsaw that the influence of the Brltish Government
1n.Po1and haes increased greatly durlng recent months.

The French Ambassador, Ho#l, for example, saild to me
that he was able to get little done in Wersaw if he acted
alone but that in ewvery case in which he had been sup-

ported by his British colleasgue, the Poles had complied

with his requests.
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Enclosure No. 2 to Despatoh No. 1267 of
November 23, 1937, from the Embassy et Parls.

MELORANDUL! OF A CONVERSATION BETELN AMBAS-

SADOR BULLITT AND THE JAPANESE ALBASSADOR TN

- WARSAW, SHUICHI SAKOH.

T hed an extremely interesting conversa=
tion with the Jepanese Ambassador in Warsaw,
Sekoh, who was Counselor of the Japanese Embassy
in Moscow when I was at that post. Sekoh, in
the past, has often talked to me with surpris-
ing frankness but I am not altogether sure that

his frankness in this case was not on orders

from Tokyo. Sekoh said that no one in the Japa-

nese Government today m_mt was Jepan's poliocy
with Tegard to China, He hoped and all the mem-
bers of the Government, including Prince Konoye,
hoped that the Japanese mllitary men would be
content to get out of Central and Southern China
and agree to make peace on the basis of the
granting of sutonomy to the five lorthern Fro-
vinees and their demilitarisation. He went on

to say that he himself was most fearful with

regerd




regerd to a continuance of the war. Japen's

sgononic and financial condition was growlng Vf
“l
g

worse rapldly and if the war should go on for four
to six months longer, he feared sconomic collapse.
On top of this, he feared that when Japan should
be exhausted to the utmost degree, Ruzsie might
attack and attack successfully.

I should have taken this ™confidence™ more
seriously except for the fact thet the Italian
Auibsssedor in Wersaw, who elsc wa23 a colleague
of mine in ioscow, recounted to us an exactly

giniler conversation that he haed had with Sekoh.
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Enclosure No. 3 to Des atéh Hu!'zs? of November £
1937, from the Embassy at Paris, e 29,

- My first conversation in Berlin on November leth,
after seeing Ambasssdor Dodd, was w’ii;h Bernardo Attolico,
mine. The theme of Attolico's remerks wes thet Mussolini

GL¥ desired peace ardently ané would be ready to .support
Peace sverywhere in return for recoznition of the King
gle” of Italy aa Emperor of Ethiopia. He mede the curious
suggestion that if the French should object to eceredit-
ing sn Ambassador to thes King of Italy as the Experor
y of Ethiopis, they might acoredit en ambassador to "The
,-],r1' King of Itely end Emperor,” leeving out any definition
as to what he was Empsror of! I asked him if he really
belleved that this somevhet fantestic foruula would be
acceptable to slussolini end he sald that it would be.
Attolico seid that his brother-in-law is in charge
of all Italisn policy with regerd to Spein and that he

is, thsrefore, completely informed on Italian poliecy

withrraspect to Spain. He seid thet he could sweer

to me on his 1ife thet the Itallen Governnant had no
& oA intention whetsocevsr of reteining possession of the

Balearic Islands or of Ceute. Le saild thet as soon as
j . 5 Franco had triumphed snd denger of Solshevisu in Spein

had ,
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had been eliminsted, ell Italian troops would be with=-
drawn. He slso swore that Itely had no designs on Tunis,.

Attolico then launched into a desceription of his
hopes with regerd to the future. He said that he belleved
that if Ethiopia should be recognized as an Italian pos-
session, 1t would be possible for Italy to begin conver-
sations for a new Locarnc and expressed the bellief that
the German Government would be éaady to begin such con=
wversations. I esked him how Italy would view the ineclu-
sion of Poland in such conversations. IHe seid that the
Ttalian Covernment had already informed the Polish Govern-
ment that Italy would view with favor the inclusion of
Poland and went on to say that he felt Germany would fa-
vor thﬁ innluainn of Poland, provided that the French
should be willing to include as "exceptions™ thelr al-
liances with Polend and Czechoslovekia but to omit as
an "exception™ the Pact of Lutual 1ssis£anca with the
Boviet Union. IAL the close of our conversetion, Attollico
gseid that he was most anxious for me while in Berlin to
have conversations with some of the Hazi leaders. He
hed, therefore, without consulting me, ventured to com-
municate with Neurath and Gosring to tell them that T
was comins through town, and that both had expressed the
wish to see me. He had gone so far as to arrange am &p-
pointment with Goering.

I replied that I hed known Neurath well for many

years end invariably saw him es & friend on my way through

Barlin




Berlin but thet I was extremely hesitant about having
an imterview with Goering. Ile sald that he had arranged
it, howevar, and hoped most ardently that I would ocarry
{t through. As he wes cobviously in an subarressing posi-
tioﬁ, I 1aft the matter indefinite until I had hed an
opportunity to return to the American Embassy and consult
Ambassedor Dodd. I said to the Ambassador that I left
the guestion entirely to him and ghould be glad to de=-
%elup s severe cold or a diplomatic ptomaine poisoning,
if he should consider that wise. He said, on the con-
trary, that he thought it vas ell right for me to ask
Goering sowe questions.

I- therefore saw not only Baron Konstantin wvon

Neureth but elso Genersl Herusnn Goering.




Enclosure Hl:ul 4 to Despatoh Ho.izs'? of Movember £3,
1937, from the Embassy at Paris.

KELORAJDUL OF A CONVERSATION

e ——————

BETVEEN AMBASSADUR BULLITT AID

e e ——"

BARON KONSTANTIN VON IIEURATEH.

BAUL D e e ——

Ly conversation with Neurath on lo-
wvember 18th wes less interesting from the point
of view of what wes sald then fron the nenner
in which it was seid. As I hove seen lfeursth
many times since the war, he is to we & good
barometer of the state of mind of official Ger=-
manys I heve knovm hin in wmwoods of the grect-
est pessiumisu end =2t other tines in the mood 4
almost of = supplicnt. I found hin on this
visit to Serlin supremely self-conildent and
I found the stumosphere of 35& YWillhelustrosse
again as cocky =s bafore the wWer.

I snid to Neursth thet I gseemed to Ileel
froix one end of Burcoe to the other st the

present tiie e

genuine



genuine desire to end the present discord and to esta-
blish a real peace and asked him if he had any similar
. feeling. '
Neurath replied that Germany certainly desired
peace. So far as France was concerned, there was ab-

'Q.JJ solutely no outstanding question whatsoever between
,"'*u _’,J J Germany and France. uunn—i.c’frrnm had been abandoned
.ml‘s" ;! © by Germany definitely and forever. The national
g“ economies of the two countries supplemented sach other

perfectly and there was no reason why their trade
should conflict. On the contrary, it should increase
yearly. Furthermore, the French had made it clear
that they were ready to return the Ceruan colonies
J that they had been given by the Ireaty of Versailles,
163 L d, { provided England should teke a similar course. Such
QU" confliocts as existed between France and Germany were
entirely indirect. For example, three million ahd
_-\I“’ one-half Germans on the southern border of Germany
b 5:\,'*'# were being treated as an inferior race by the Czechs,
and France was supporting the Czechs. It was axactly
as if there were three million and one-half Americans
living in a solid block in Mexican territory on the
border of Texas, who were being maltreated in every
+ way by the Mexican Government. There would be a
Albﬁ b constant irritation in the United States and cons tant
pad relatioms with Mexico until those Americans were

f'! .b

being treated in a decent way. The United States
" could not have close or really friendly relations
. with any country which was, encouraging the llexican

Government to treat t.hou m:-i.ua.na unfairly.
Neurath
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Neurath said that he did not expect this question
to lead to war; but he believed that the Government of
. Czechoslovakia must be brought to grant the Germans of
Bohemia a wide degree of autonomy so that they could
lika their own lives in their own way. The G:eahu.

must learn to be as reasonable as the Poles had been

in their recent agreement with Germany in respeoct of
_the German minorities in Poland. oo
Neurath then said that on the whole he was more

optimistic about the poseibility of bringing about a

4 reconciliation between Germany and France than he was
ebout the possibllity of bringing about a reconcilia-
tion between England and Germany. He had had only
a brief talk with Halifax and it appeared that Halifax

AFad By

had brought no concrete propqsnln but had come to listen.
He feared that the British were going to be extremely
stiff-necked on the subject of the German colonies.
~¢ﬂ So far as Germany was concerned, she felt she had a
right only to demand the return of the colonies which
had belonged to her before the war. If the British
should wish to retain any of those colonles they were
guite at liberty to make a deal with the Pnrtuguga?t
| or the Belglans and give equally valuable Portuguese
r or Belgian colcnles to Germany.
I asked Neurath to explain to me the position
of Gerueny vis-&-vis the Simo-Japanese conflict. He
gaid that Germany desired Jjust one thing, which was
the most rapid end possible of the confllct. He oo
. feared that if the war should go on and Japan should
become seriously weakened, the Soviet Union might
attack




attack Japan successfully. He hoped that the Japa-
nese would be content with the establishment of an i

eutonomous régime in North Chine and that the Chinese .
would accept this solution. I asked him if Germany's
relations with Jepan were sufficiently close for the
Germen Government to exercise eny restreining influence
on the Japanese Government. He seid that they were
not, and added that the Anti-Comintern Fact wes &
large facade behind which there was no building. He
gould essure mﬁ that. there were no secret clauses at-
tached to it. (Incidentally, Attolico, the Italian
Ambassador in Berlin, made exactly the same statement
to me with regard to Itely's relations with Japens) .

In conciusion, lsurath said to me, "Tall fnur
French frisnds that we are qulte ready to sstablish
the best possible reletions with them.” He mede 1t
clear, however, that the German Government, so far as

pecce 1s concerned, intends Lo teke no initiative.
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Enclosure No. 5 to Despatech Hn.lzs? of
November 23, 1937, from the Embassy at Faris.

. QF A CO o LEEN -
BADOR TT DOCTOR SCHACHT

I had a conversation with Doctor Hjelmar Schacht
which was not altogether without interest. Schacht
began by sayling that he regretted greatly that nothing
had come of hils tw; visits to Paris in the course of
which he had attempted to establish the besis for a
Franco-German rapprochement. He said that he had
found Blum extremely ressonable with regard to the
colonial question. He then went on to speak of thq
absolute necessity for doing something to produce
peace in Eurcpe before the ocutbreak of war toward which

1

the Continent was drifting. He prefeced his remarks e I
by saying that he himself today was "pomplaetely with=-

out influence on that man,™ ma.aning Hitler. He seemed

to mgard himself as politically dead end to have small
respect for "that man.® He sald thet the one way he

could See to peace was through direct negotiations

between France and Germeny. He did not belleve that

the conversations which Halifax was about to have with .
Hitler would lead to any considerable results. Hitler .4
was furious with the British beceuse he had made his

one great gesture of political generosity toward the
British and the British had not responded by any similar ol
gesture. He had offered to 1imit the German fleset and ils j
the British had guietly pocketed thils concassion and

had
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had then made none of the corresponding gestures toward
Gergany that Eitler had anticipated.

Schecht qyid that in hie opinion the best way to
begin to deal with Hitler was not through political
disoussions but through sconcmic discusslions. . Hitler
was not in the least interested in sconomic matters.

He regarded money es "filth." It was, therefore, pos-

ﬁihls to enter into negutiationalwitﬁ him in the sconomic

domain without arousing hiavamntianal entipathies and

it mizht bes possible through the conversations thus
begun to lead hin into arrangements in the politiecal
end miiitary fields in which he was intensely lnterested.

d Hitler vas determined to have Austria eventually .

attached to Gaimzny and to obtain at least sutonomy I}J:{Af
for the Germans of Bohemia. At the present moment, e
he vams not vitullf concerned ebout the Follish corridor
pnd in his (Schacht's) opinion, it mizht be possible

to meintoin the Corr dor provided Danzig were permitted
to join Zest Pruesis and provided some sort of a bridge
could be built scross the Corridor uniting Danzig end

Bast Prussic with Gernany.




Enelosure No. 6 to Despatoh Nol 267 of November 23,
1937, from the Embassy at Paris.

I said to General Goering as soon as I met him
that I should be extremely glad to have his ldeas on
the prospects of peace and war in Europe and that I
wished he would begin by telling me what he thought
of Germany's relations with France.

Goering said that there was no direct conflioct
whatsoever today between Germany and France. Germany
had given up entirely and forever the idea of regain-
ing Alsace-Lorraine. Germany had learnmed through long
experience that the people of Alsace and Lorraine

would inevitably be u.gu:l.n'at whichever of the two
oapntriea happened to have the sovereignty over Alsace-
Lorraine at the moment and would be ﬁo!nnnnntly -]
source of discord within the nmﬁt:nr to which they
were attached. Germany did not desire to have any
half-loyal citizens and, therefore, had not the
slightest desire for a return of Alsace-Lorraine to
the German Reich. '

In addition, the economic systems of France and
Germany were completely complementary. It should be
possible to develop to a much greater extent the

exchange of all sorts of products between France and

Germany.
Furthermore, the French had contributed so much

to the culture of Germany and the Germans had contributed

so much to the culture of France that as two civilized

peoples who lived side by side they had a deep under=
lying




underlying esteem for each other. Furthermore, the

French and the Germans respected each other as brave

soldiers and courageous peoples who were ready to die
for their respective countries. In addition, ‘the
French Govermment had indicated that it was prepared
insofar as it was concerned, to return the German
colonies which had been transferred to France by the
Treaty of Versalilles. There was, unfortunately, the
proviso that France would only take this action if
Great Britain were prepared to make a similar con-
cession.

There was, therefore, no cause of dlscord what-
soever in the direct relations between France and
Germany to prevent the closest sort of friendship

.between the two countries. So far as Germany was
goncerned, he could say with authority that Germany
today was prepared to conclude at once an offensive
an ensive alliance wi ce.

The sole source of frioction between Germany and
France was the refusal of France to permit Germany to
achieve certain vital national necessities. If France,
imstead of accepting a collaboration with Germany,
should continue to follow a policy of bullding up
alliances in Eastern Europe to prevent Germany from
the achievement of her legitimate aims it was obvious
that there would be gonfliet between France and Germany.

I asked Goering what aims especially he had in
mind. He replied, "We are determined to join to the
German Relch all Germans who are contiguous to the

Relch and are divided from the great body of the
German




.sent time was not pressing this matter because of certain

German race merely by the artificial barriers imposed
by the Treaty .of Versailles."

I asked Goering if he meant that Germany was ab-
solutely determined to annex Austria: to the Reioh. He ﬁg}
replied that this was an absolute determination of the g

German Government. The German Government at the p,t"u-

momentary political considerations, especially in their
relations with Italy; but Germany would tolerate no
soluticn of the Austrian question other than the con-
solidation of Austria in the German Reioch. He then

,added a statement which went further than any I have

heard on i'.hia subject. He said, "There are schemes
being pushed now for a union of Austria, Hungary, and
Czechoslovakia either with or without a Hapsburg at the
head of the unit. Such a solution is absolutely inac-
ceptable to us, and for us the conclusion of such an
agreement would be an immediate casus belli. (Goering
used the Latin expression casus belll. It is not a
translation from the Gaﬁnan, in which our cnq_varaatiun
was carried on.) -

I asked Goering if the German Government was as
decided in its views with regard to the Germans in i s
Bohemia as it was with regard to Austria, He replied " -
that there could be only one final solution of this
question. The Sudeten Germans must enter the German
Reich as all other Germans who lived contiguous to
the Reich.

I asked if the German Government might not be

content if the Czech Government should accord to the
Germans

I
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Germans of Bohemia a large measure of local autonomy
while keeping them under Czech soverelignty. Goering
replied that such a concession on the part of the
Czechoslovak Government would lead to a temporary ap=-
peasement of the situation; but the autonomy would have
to be ru;l sutonomy and such a solution would not be a
final solution. There could be no final solution but
the inclusion of these Germans within the Reich.

I asked Goering how he viewed the case of the
Germans in other portions of Europe; notably the
Germans of Transylvania. He replied that these
racial groups were cut off from the main body of the
German people and could not, therefore, be Jolned to
it. All that Germany would insist upon would be that
they should be treated as equals with equal rights
and be permitted to retain their cultural 1life. The
gituation of the Germahs in Transylvania was uxtremnly"
unsatisfactory. On the other hand, the Yugoslavs had
treated the Germans within their borders with such
conspicuous intelligence and fairmess that the leaders
of the Germans of Yugoslavia had informed him recently
that they had no real grievances and that they would
resist to the utmost any arrangements in Europe which
might envisage their return to Hungary.

Goering then added that the only other two con-
siderable German racial groups which would lie outside
the borders of the German Reich, after the Germans of
Austria and Bohemia had been included, would be the
Germans of the South Tyrol who were now in the hands

of Italy and the Germans in Poland. He 4id not feel

that there was a sufflcient number of Germans in

Italy to warrant a major war for their attachment
to




to the Reich. 8Similarly the Germans of Poland would
have to stay where they were because there were a
. considerable number of Poles in Germany and all that
either Poland or Germany could expect would be that
these minorities should be treated on each side of
the border with the greateat human consideration.

Goering went on to say that the idea that Germany
had any ambitions to annex the Ukraine was puri non-
sense. I suggested that one of the reasons it was
nonsense was that it would involve Iﬁst the conquest
of Poland and then the conquest of the whole of
Central Europe before it could become realizable,

Goering replied that this was so and that in ad-
dition Germany had no desire to have territory in '
Europe except territory inhabited by Germans.

g thanked Goering for giving me such a clear
expression of Germany's intentions with regard to
the Continent and asked him if he would pass on to
the colonial field. o

Goering said that Germany's demands in the colo-
nial field were well known. They were for a return :
of the German colonies which had been taken away from .
Germany by the Treaty of Versailles. Germany had mo ..’
right to demand anything but these colonies. On the
other hand, Germany had no desire to be stiff-necked
about this matter. If England should not wish to
return German East Africa or German Southwest Africa,
for military and other reasons, Germany would make

. no objection if England could make an arrangement,

finsnecial or otherwise, with Portugal and Belgium for
the




the giving to Germany of Portuguese and Belgian colonies
in West Africa which would compensate Germany for the
1¢uuﬂor her East African possessions. It was idle to
say that Germany could not get raw materials of great
value from African colonies; for example, the Cameroons.
It was entirely true that today the Cameroons had been

very little developed and were producing very little,

but with German intelligence and energy applied to

them, they could be made to produce materials of the
greatest value to Germany. The same was true of many
under-developed. The essential problem for Germany

was to feed and maintain her people at & decent standard ,:3
of living. It was entirely clear that with the increase ‘;?
of population in Germany the soll now in the hands of
Germany would be insufficient to maintain this in-

creasing German population. Before the war, when

barriers to international trade had been low, it had

been possible for Germany to maintain herself by her

great international trade. Today barriers were so

high that this would soon huoﬁms impossible. He

hoped that there might be a reduction of such barriers

and that Germany could find inereasing markets for her
products but she could not feel safe unless she had a
colonial domain which would give her access to her
own raw materials.

Goering then went on to say that he deplored

ol
a

greatly the present state of trade relations between ﬁ"d
Germany and the United States. The trade between the

two countries was ceasing to be of any importance
which
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which was contrary to all reason., Indeed, Germany was
almost isolated from the United States. There were
. certain countries with which Germany had good rela- k /1 3/
Jj/fqﬁ tions; and certain countries with which Germany haa
g? b Jhud relations; but with the United States, Germany
- j?’44{ had no relations at all. He then asked me why I be-
o lieved there was such hostility to Germany in the
United States.
I replied that there were many sources of this
. hostility. All Americans were devoted to the ideal '
of democracy. There had been a democratic government

in Germany, or at least the semblance of a democratic

government, which had been destroyed and replaced by
Nazi dietatorship. Any governing group which destroyed
demooracy to replace it by dictatorship would always be
unpopular in the United States. Furthermore, the
German Government had at the same time attacked with
the utmost violence the Jews, the Catholic Church

and the Protestant Church. The reaction in Ameérieca
among Protestants, Catholics and Jews had, therefore,
been natural, immediate, and intense.

Goering then protested, saying that he was informed - _.
that people in the United States'believed that the Na- &~
tional Socialist Government was attempting to set up a
heathen church in Germany. I replied that this was so.

He said that it was true that within the Nazi Govern-
ment there was & small group of people who desired to
see a return to the Norse gods, but he could assure me
. that this movement was completely without importance
and d4id nnt’includa more than one percent of the Nazi

Party. So far as he, himself, was concerned, he was
a




a Protestant and still attended church services. He
had been to church recently on the occasion of the con-
firmation of his nephew. He thought that the violence
of the reaction in the United States probably was due
to the Jews. I replied that in some measurs it was
due to the Jews as was only natural, but that it was
not only the J'cwf but all Americans who were shocked
and horrified by the treatment of the Jews in Germany
and that the attacks on the Catholic Church and the
P:.-Iptutant Church and on dmnn;;auy and human :l'rudon.
were factors of equal importance.

I then added that there was an additional element
which was playing a certain role at the moment. It /

\I':

appeared that the Nazli Govermnment was engaged in forming

Nezi organizations in the United States. Neither the ¢

Government nor the people of the United States could

tolerate the formaticn on their soil of any national

group or other group directed by any foreign country.

We could not permit Hitler, Stalin, Mussolinl or any

other dictator to organize groups of agents in the

United States. If we should do so, we would soon

gease to be a2 nation and become & mere battleground

for the conflicting ambitions of foreign dlctators.
Goering said that he considered this entirely

reasonable and understandable and 1f he were an

American would certainly not tolerate the slightest

interference by any foreign agency in the life of the

United States., The German Government had forbidden any

German cltizen to participate in any way in the formatlion

of such groups. He belleved that I would find that

such groups were formed by American oitizens of

German origin., I replied that I felt quite certain
-
that




that such groups would not be formed without the ap-
proval and desire of the German Government. Goering
then said: "It is true that certain persons in our
Government here believe that we should attempt to
organize the Cermans, especially of the Middle West,
because they feel that if Germany should again become
involved in war with France and England, there would
come a moment when the United States might again con-
gider entering such a war against Germany and they
b&liuvu that such groups of organized Germans in the
United States might throw their influence decisively
against a declaration of war and might prevent the
United States entering such a confliect.

I then saild that I could merely remind him of
two things: The first, that the organization of
German groups in the United States during the 1atai
war had aroused hostility throushout the entire
country against Germany. The second, a conversation
which had taken place during the World War between
our Ambassador to Germany, Mr. James Gerard and
Zimmerman, who vas Acting Secretary of State for
Foreign Affairs of the Reich at that time.

Zimmermen had stated to Gerard that the United

States could not enter the war because there were five

.nillion Germans in the United States who would prevent

by force, if necessary, any such action. Mr. Gerard
had replied that if there were five million Germans

in the United States, there were five million and one
lamp posts. Goering did not seem to get the point with

absolute clarity. I, therefore, added, "and you will
understand
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understand that, if, as you have said, there are six
million Germans in the United States today, who could
be organized to influence the action of the United

States Government, there are a great many more than /
’51’
9V

six million tree limbs on which to hang them."

uq;-r:l.ng seemed to find this remark entirely
reasonable and in a more friendly and intimate tone
asked, "What then can we do to improve our relations
with the United States?® I replied that he had an
excellent ambassador in Washington at the moment
who could doubtless inform him better than I could
on this subjeet.

I then asked Goering for his views with regard
to the Far East. He said that he believed the Japanese
would win the war and succeed in imposing on China
precisely what they should deaire to impose. I asked
Goering if he knew precisely what that was. He said
that he believed that the Japanese aim was to organize
the Northern Provinces of China thoroughly as a base
from which to attack the Soviet Union, since it was
obvious that Japan would be compelled to attack the
Soviet Union owing to the geographical position of
Vladivostok. The Japanese desired to hnve Central
and South China in relative chaos end impotence until
they had finished with the Soviet Union.

At this point, Goering asked me why the United States
hed begun to build battleships for the Soviet Union. I
replied that I had no information to the effect that the
American Government was building battleships for the

goviet Union and I considered such a report highly
improbable.
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improbable. Goering said that his information indeed

* was rather vague on this point. J

I asked him what his views were with regard to 0
the Soviet Union at the present time. He said that -
in his opinion the Red Army on the European frontier
had ceased to be a serious fighting force if indeed
it had ever been one. He said that the reports of
the prowess of Soviet aviation in Spain were extra-
ordinarily misleading. German officers in Spain had
analyzed in detail the débris of all Soviet planes
that had been shot down behind Franco's lines. They
had discoversd that every Soviet plane which had flown
with conspicuous success in Spain had been of American
manufacture. I asked him if he meant manufactured in
Russia on American models. He replied in the negative,
and sald that the Russians had actually sent to Spain
not planes manufactured in Russia on American models
but planes every part of which had been manufactured
in America. That explained the exmcellent performance
of those particular planes. All his information was
to the effeoct that planes antunlly. manufactured in e
Bussia copying American models were of such inferior :
workmenship that they could not compare with planes
aotually built in America. PFurthermore, this was
true with regard to all Soviet industrial products.

They might turn out five thousand tractors in a year

but it was extremely improbable that a single one of
those tractors would be running two years after it

hed been put in use. Furthermore, the service of supply

f

of the Russiesn Army today was in as lamentable condition
as
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as it hadlhaun in the time of the Czar. In the time
of the Czar the Russian Armies at the front were fre-
quently without food or munitions. The service of
supply then had been controlled largely by Jews. It
was still controlled largely by Jews and, if the Soviet
Union should attempt to make war on the Europunn'

frontier, he would expect a complete collapse of the
Soviet Armies because of bad organization. He did not
think that today there was the faintest chance of tﬁc
Soviet Union attempting any offensive operations on
the European frontier.

Goering said that he bellieved the Soviet Army
in the Far East was better organized than the Soviet
Army on the European frontier; but he felt confident
that in spite of the inoreasing weakness of Japan,
the Soviet Union would not dare to interwene in the
Sino=-Japanese conflict. He then said that the
Japanese Army had shown itself to be considerably
weaker than expected and that the Chinese, with
totally inadequate weapons, had made & very fine de-
fense due in part, he felt, to the presence of German
staff officers with the Chinese armies.

Goering then. gsald that he was surprised to learn
that the United States was building battleships which
gcould not possibly pass through the Panama Canal. I
replied that I believed his statement was entirely
erroneous. He said thét he could not admit this; J
that his information was positive. The neweat (¥ 3
American batfleahips could noet poassibly go through
the Panemra Canal. I told him that we would have to

disagree
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disagree anfthiu point. He then said that no matter
whether we ocould put our new battleships through the
Canal or not, we could do nothing in the Far East to
interfere in any way with Japan.

_-I was indiscreet enough to remark that the com-
bined American and British fleets might be powerful
encugh to do something although neither Great Britain
nor the United States had any degi:a for any conflict
with Japan. Goering replied, "You know that the
British Fleet can not operate Lnrwhera at the present
time. It is completely pinned down by ourselves in
the North Sea and by the Italians in the Mediterranean.

Goering then said that he hoped I realized there
was an intense desire on the part of tha_Germnn Gov=

ernment to develop better relations with the United

States and on this note, pleasantly, our conversation

ended.
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I h~¢ - long t:1)k thls evening vith Leger, (#)
impressions of the ecnvers:tinis in Lomdon I consider
vnlucble, -2 his knorledse of English is nerfect and he
waad oble %e enteh nucnces vhiieh neeesscarily” esccped
Delbes mné Chantesna, He vos ever honpler thon Delbos,
~s the ecenelusions recched in Londor represent the
triurph eof his personcsl nmeollel .

Lezer snid th~t Holifoax hed merel, reported on bhis

vvith Hitler ond left the roem, trking no
mener~1l welitienl éiscussioms. Holifax hed

irples, hoenest md nnive, ~nd it hed
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This telegram must be Paris

closely parachraseced be-

fore bein; communicated ') Spfy DRted DE#ember 1, 1937
to anyone. (7)

Rec'd 9:50 a.m,, 2nd,
Secretary of State,
¥ashington.

1686, December 1, 10 p.m. (3ECTION TWO)

Leger added that he had watched Chamberlain and Eden
most closely throuzhout the twe days that he had s»ent
with them and by = hunirz¢ small infications was convinced
that they were extremely close friends

was in com-lete a-:iEE

ocpposition to Eden in the Brisi -abinet was, he believed,

confined to Hoare and Simon, He thouzht that
Hoare and Simon had cdone their utmost
Chamberlain

we that

Europe and a colonial

countries than £

wEighed this 1inc




-2~ #1686, December 1, 10 p.m, (SZCTION TWO) from raris,

X Leger went on to aay‘tﬁat it was of the utmost import-
ance that the HrltishIGQVErnmEnt h d authorized Delbos

to say on his trip throuch Eastermn and Central Europe

that the British Government was as interested as the

French Government in the problems of that tortion of the
world.

I asked Lepger if this meant the Eritish CGovermment
ha¢ promised thet if France should have to go to war
DeEcause of her alliance wicth Czechoslovakia Great Britain
would go to war also, Leger said that neither he nor

. Chautemp»s nor Delbos had been so indiscreet as to nut this
queation to the Zritish in asondrete form. They all knew
how deenly the British dislikecd havin- to answer hypothetical
questions with regarcd to future action., They had left
London, however, conv.nced that they could count on Creat
Britain under reasonable clreuvrstances., This obviously
strenzthened the hends of France immensely in Central and
Eastern Euwrone. :

I esked Leger how he envisaged the future. He said
that he believed that for a considerable period there would
be no serious discussions Letween the French end British

' on the one hand and the Cermans on the other.

]

BULLITT
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This ¢ elesram must Le Paris
closely paranhrased be= :
fore bedn; communicated ;| FROM Dated December 2, 1937

to anyong, (D)
Ree'd 12:33 p.m,

SE¢éretary of State,

“"ashington.

1606, December 2, 10 pem, (SECTION THREE).
The French Government had positive information

Y that the leaders of the Reichswehr had assured Hitler

902/29° IvL

§\~ recently that war against France today would be national
sulcide, basing thelr canLlusion on the fact that Germany
could hope to Le successful only in a brief war and that
France was too st;on; tocay to be overcome by a brief
attack, :
(Leger went on to say that the German army was -
extremely deficient in trained personncl of certain sorts.
L*}-'}’ . Germany's grcatest strength today lay (#) her air force J
and her alrplanes, The latest French figures indicated :
that last month Germany ha¢ produced 325 first rate J_
1.."'? fighting planes. Chamberlain's latest information indicated '
that this figure might be below the truth and that the T
nroduction of planes might now be 400 a month. The British :
last month had produced IJ00 planes of the highest qul]l.,:l.t:r.
Leger said he was not certain that this could be maintained

as an avera e butl at any rate this figure had been lchi'cv:d

. . last




=2- {1686, December 2, 10 p.m, (SECTION THREE) from Paris,:

' last month, The Prench production of planes was some wha t
| 1ess than fifty a month but the productive }.-.-.pmlty of
the French factories was much greater than this and more
wire not being produced simply because the General Staff
had not asked fnr(thﬁm. The French General Staff had
regarded the role ;iéhs airplane in war as important but
not of overwhelming importance, He could tell me Very
confidentially however, that it had just been decided to
(French?)
inerease pgreatly the production of France planes and he
believed that the rate of production would surprisec many
people).

Since Hitler would not dare to risk war at the present
time he would have to accept the fallure of his hopes of
acquiring domination in Central Europe and ecolonies without
reacting in any violent manner, Leger sald that he was
absolutely certain that Hitler would not renly to the
French-British agreement in London by azcression against
either Austria or Czechoslovakia, He felt that, on the
contrary, Germany would 'ait and leave open the poszibility

of c¢hoosing either peace or war,

BULLITT
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:I.uu, December 1, 10 ps me- (SECTION FOUR)

“ T asked Leger if he did not fecl that it was egssential |

in order that Austria should continue to have an indepen=
dent existence that there should be a rapprochement between
France and Italy and agreement betweer them to defend the
independence of Austria, Leger said that he believed this
was so but that at the present time it was totally impose
sible to envisage serious conversations with Italy, It

had been decided in London by the French and the British
that they should treat MNMussolini as a sort of minor para=
sites It had Deen agreed that his word was not be trusted

on any subject and thet it was quite useless to come to

any understanding with him because no pro:nlse of his was E?
worth havinz, l'ussolini's sercams through his press and Ei
radio against Prance and England today were the zreatest é;
Evidence of his weakness and the defeat of hias whole EF
diplomatic pro~ranm, 25

The Freneh Covernment now had positive information E?

as to the reasons which led !'ussolini to the nolicy of

glving

902/29 "I¥L
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LES 2-Wo, 1686, Dec, 1, 10 py m, (Seec. 4) from Paris,

givins Gerrmany a free hand in Central Europe and conducte
ing his war in Spain, - Mussolini had DEENn convinced when
Blum had first come inte power that France was about to
disintegrate into Bolshevism, The opportunity had seemed
to him superb to use the war in Spain te Provoke a conflict
at a time when France was Extrtmziy'wzak. Hitler had also
bEEn convinced that France was about to disintegrate into
Bolshevism and hag considered the moment Equally propitious,
Mussolini had carried the burden of the Spanish war and
had given Mitler his pErmission to acvaner in Central
Europe on the returs promise from Hitler that, 17 events
should come to war and 4if Germany and Italy should be vic
torious, Mussolini could have Ezypt, Tunis, Alzzria‘and
Horoceco, . to say nothing of Syria and could thus recreate
the Roman Empire of als dreams,

When the Germans had DEcome convinced that France was
not about to Gisintegrete, they had lost all enthusiasm
for war with France, hence fcr'thz war in Spain, and had
left Kussolini to 8pend his money, men and supnlies in
Spain without the slizhtest chanece of acquiring the colonial
domain in the Hediterrancan to which he looked forward,
Hussolini was also obsessed v the idea that as soon as
tﬁ: British should have become strong enough they would

| destroy




LMS 3-Ho, 1686, Dec., 1, 10 p, m, (Sec. 4) from Parif;

destroy him because he had humiliated gﬂ:; in the oY &
Ethiopian affoir, This was a portian of his megalomania,
It waa‘quits impossible for him to believe thn£ the
British really did not care whether a country as unim-
portant as Italy had Ethiopia or not, The British now
agreed with the French that the entire problem was the
problem of relations with Germany and that Mussolini

must be regarded as a mere pestiferous louse,

BULLITT
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This telegram must be Paris
closely paraphrased bee
fore being communicated preoy Doted December 1, 1987
to any®ne, (D) .
Reec'd 3 p, m,, 2nd
Seeretary of State,
Washington.
1686, December 1, 10 p, m. (SECTION FIVE)
The finnl comedy of Mussolini's present position was that
seeing thot he was not golng to get the colonial domain ~J
N
in North Africa which he had anticipated he was now be=- —
L ]
gimning to try to welsh on the free hand that he had given (4]
N
Hitler in Central Europe. The Italian diplomats in allI .
N
five of the Denubian countries for the past two weeks had g

been urging violently that the five Danublan countries
should unite to stand together against German pressure,
This was of course the poliecy which France had advocatgd
conslstently for many years and the policy which Mussolini

had fought always. The French would be very glad to

support Kussolinil!s efforts in this direction but unfor- (@)
tunately had little hope that even the joint efforts of E%
Fa
themselves and the Italians could bring about a reconciliae Ej
tion and unity in the Danubian basin, -2
LEger £
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~ IMS 2-No, 1686, December 1, 10 p. m., Sec. 5, from Paris,

L

- Leger added that there was one point to which he
would like to call my attention which had been misrepre-
sEnted in the press, It had been made to appear that the
French and British were about to say to the Germans that
if they would give certain assurances which might make it
appear that there was to be peace in Europe, France and
England would make concessions to them in the colonfal
#field, This was not true. hll that the French and
British had apgreed was that they would study the colonial
problem to see if it might be feasible to do something.
He thought that it would take the British an exceedingly
long time to study the problem of coclonies. Moreover,
the British and French would do nothinz unless Germany
should be prepared to come into a general settlement
which would involve among other things limitation of arme

aments, He did not believe that the Cermans would be

prepared to make any such settlement, ic d1d not antici-
pate, therefore, any negotiations for s very extended
pEriod, .

I again expresaed my aprrehension thwmt Zermany was
not likely to sit quiet and wait Tfor E ind to L 1
an overwhelming armament. Leger reiterated h € v
which he said was shared by all the ; had particl




LMS 3-No, 1686, December 1, 10 Pe Ms, SeEc, 5, from Paris,

in the conference in London, that Germany at the moment
would not dare to do anything,

(EID MESSAGE)
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This telegram muast be
clo2el: raraphrnseu pee-
fore bzing communiecated
to anyone, (D)
Secretary of State,

Viashington,

1737, December 16, 11 a,

STRICTLY cawmTncwmTAL, POR THE SECRETARY. \J

Yesterday Leger gave me the following acrount'
Delbos! visits to Berlin, Warsaw, Bueharest and Bel-
éPEdE,

The Germans had been intensely disappointed by
the attitude which Chamberlain had taken in the cone
vErsations in London with Chautemps and Delbos, The
German disappointment had manifested itself inter alia
in a conversation which Neurath had had with Poncet
on the eve of Delbos' arrival in Berlin. Neurath had [
gone so far as to say that Germany would positively \ 3
make no concesslion whatsogver with regard to peace i
in Europe in order to obtain her colonies, and when
Poncet had asked 1f Germany meant to regaim her col-
onies under threat of force, Neurath replied "perhaps"

It was Delbos' impression that Neurath's gesture
in coming to the railroad station in Berlin to meet

him




L¥3 2-No, 1737, December 16, 11 a, m., SeEc. 1, from
Parls,

him had been made because Neurath had feared that he

i
had gone too far in his conversation with Poncet and

had desired to rectify somewhat the effects of his
inteEmperate remarks to Poncet. Neurath had proposed
to Delbos that the French and German Governments

should do everything that they could to improve the
tone of the press on both sides of the frontier, and

to stop other verbal attacks by citizens of one country
on the other, Delbos had indicated that he felt this
was highly desirable and this subject was now being
taken up seriously,

Leger added that although Hitler in his conversa-
tions with Halifax had alluded to his willingness to
agree  to the elimination of bombing in the air, Ger-
many had made no formal proposition with regard to
this question and Hitler's remark had not been followed

up by either Great Britain or France,

BULLITT
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closely % - e L
fore being ¢ ted FraM  Dated December 16, 1937

to anyore, (D)
sy Ree'd 3:03 p, m,

Secretary of State,
Washington,

1737, December 16, 11 a, ms (SECTION THREE)

Leger sald that Delbos! task in Praha was a delicate
ont but not unpleasant. The British Government had
asked Delbos to say in Praha that if the Czechoslovak
Government should desire to make some gesture of appease-
ment toward the German minority in Bohemia the British
Government would be glad to make joint representations
with the French Government in Berlin requesting the
German Government to plhcz its relations with Cgecho=-
slovakia on a more amicable basis, Delbos therefore E:
today in Praha would say to Benes that while the | o
initiative was entirely in the hands of the Czechoslovak
Government an opportunity was presented of interesting
Great Britain to a greater degree than ever before in
the fate of Czechoslovakia.

An additional bit of information reached the
Qual d'Orsay yesterday which LEger considered important.
Flandin, former Prime Minister, had had a conversation
with Goering which seemed to indicate that the British

declaration

1S4
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IMS 2-No, 1757, December 16, 11 @. m., Stc. 3, from’
: Paris,

declaration of interest in the fate of Czechoslovakia
had made the Germans consider that any kind of move
against Czechoslovakia at the moment was too dangerous,
Goering had indicated however that Germany might act
soon against Austria. The French Government was con-
vinced that Mussolini had definitely washed his hands
of responsibility for Austria, Neither the Freneh

nor the British was committed to a policy of maintain-

ing Austriat's independence at all costs., The GErmans

1
|
!

knew this and some sort of a drive against Austrian

independence seemed a possibility in the near future,

BULLITT
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ﬁ!aahington, D.r,
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1771, December 23, © p.m.

STRICTIY CCUIIZCNTIL FOR THE SECRETARY

I had brief conversations today with Delbos and gi
Chautemps. Both ;:xprcsszd themselves as pleased by the g
results of Delbos' trip but added little to the inform- o
ation already conveved to the Department in my number
1737, December 16, 11 a.m.

Delbos sald that he had stated to Neurath that France
would be glad to enter into conversations Immedintely

for the "humanization of warfare," notably the eliminna-

120
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tion of bombing. Neurath had sald that in principle the
German Government aisﬁ favored this. There hed been no
further cconversations on this subject.

Delbos stated that his conversations in Poland had
been most satisfactory from the polnt of view of the
Franco-FPolish alliance. There was now the fullest and
most cordial cooperation between the French and Polish
general staffs. He hoped that he has begen able to do
unn:thln; to amgliorate relations between Poland and

(point?)

Czechoslovakia but could not pointed to any specific
progress.

olld Terjuepguo)




Prom Faris #1771,
progres-.

With regard to Rumania, Delbos sald that the
sltuation was still somewhat obscurc as the resulte of
thg elections were not ¥nown definitely. In any event
he felt certain that the King would continue to dominate
the situation. He added that the King had been most
profuse in his expressions of friendship for France

future

and in his promises of collaberation.

(END SECTION ONE).

BULLITT
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fore being comiinicsted— PARIS

to anyone (D)
—iane _ - '! Dated December 23, 1937

Rege'd 7 p.m.

Secretary of State,

Washington, D.C. [

1771, December 23, 9 p.m. (SECTION TWO).

relbos stated that while he was In Bucharest the
Italian Minister to Bucharest had come to szee him on
orders from Yuasolinl and had reoursted him to use the
Influence of “rance to persuade Hiwusanla to collaborate
with Hungary, Austria, Yugoslavias and Crechoslovakla In
steps to produce economic and financlal
between all the Danublan countries.
VEry slight hope that some progress
1. The only point of
the moment was thelr
bloe bullt up to
such
dnlly rougt

extremely Aifficult

French a sl ed
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o
Papris #1771, Sec two.
he was not yet certaln, as any such alteration in
St.Quentin's destination must be handled delicately
in order not to give Mussolini a pretext for saying
that France In this way was breaking all bridges with

Italy. For obvious reasons /I did not follow up my

casual question but gathzr:d th&pmpr:asion that St.

Quentin probably will be appointed Ambassador to

Washington.

BULLITT




TELEGRAM RECEIVED
Js
This telegram must be
closclytnaraphruszd be- PARIS
fore be communi cated FROM
to anyone {D Dat;d December 25, 1937

Rsc‘d TEEI p.m-
Secretary of State, 5 IET
wﬂshinstﬂn, chl . DEDR.e

1771, December 23, 9 p.m. (SECTION TEREE).

Delbos said that on his way through Budapest at
& o'elock in the morning the Secretary General of the
Hungarian Min stry for Forelgn Affa'rs had come to
seE him at thke tfaln snd had said “hat the Hungarlan
Governmment was Intensely desirous of pushing the project
for a Danubian egconomic and financial bloc. He had also
had messages from Schuschnigg indicating Austria's desirc
for such a bloc. Benes of course favored it.

Delbos repeated that Prince Paul of Yugoslavia had
given him the most categorical assurances that Yugoslavia
would march with Fr :.ce in case of war and asserted that
Stoyadinovitch had expressed himself in the same sense.

With regard to his visit to Czechoslovakia Delbos
sald that he had been successful in persuading Benes to
make certaln small concessions to the Germans of Boh:miﬁ.
They would be given an increasel number of German schools
and in future all officials nppoint:d_tu the German
sections of Bohemia would be men who spoke German. He

: hoped

!‘-1-
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DEps

1771, December 23, 9 p.m. (SECTION FOUR) .,
: In general Lelbos said that he was well satisfied
by the results of his trip. Y& had been able to ascertain
by personal contact that the Littl: €ntente and Poland

(were?)
wEll dst:nmin:i to continue to occuny their positions

IQ_?JW'QVL

within the orb of French policy. He had found the Gérmans

not unplegsant, and vhile he could see no prospect of

any serious negotiations in the immediate future with

Germany, the visit 'of Comert, Crief of the Press Section )
Foh of the French Foreign Office, to Berlin had resulted in c

an sgreement that journalists on both sides of the front!e

should not be eEjected except after thr::‘pr:liminarg

warnings and that the two BOVErnments should do what

they could to improve the tone of the Press vis a vis
each other.

I spoke to both Chautemps and D:lbos_nith regard to
the situation in the Far East. They both sald that France,
unfortunately eould do virtually nothing in the Fap East

,}ub and I gathered the Distinet Impression that they are both

4‘ muck
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Prom Parls, #1771, Sec Four,

much opposed to any militarv action by €ngland in the

Far East, fearing that the sending of a British flect

to the Far East would leave France in a relatively
defenseless position vis a vis Germany and Italy. Delbos
denied categorically that the British Government had nsked
the French Government to takeover defense of British
interests in the Medeterrancan.

I gothered from both Chautemps and Delbos that the
attitude of France toward the conflict in the iFar East
remains as rerorted in my number 1732, of December 15,
11 a,m.

BULLITT
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Thls telegram must tp————

closely paraphrased be- PARIS

fore b communicated a
to anyone (D) -Dated December 23, 1937

Rec'd 7:43 p.m,
Secretary of State,
Washington, D.C.

1771, December 23, 9 p.m. (SECTION FIVE),

In commenting on the general situation Delbos said
that the great difficulty was that Great Bribain's
interests in the North Sea, the Mediterranean, and the
Far East could not be defended at one and the same time
by the force now at the disposal of the British Govern-
ment. The engagement of that force in any one of the
three areas might lead to fatal attack in one of the
other. The British were still paralyzed, and without
the British, the French could not act. In the immediate

future he feared two things. First, a German movement

against Austria, which would meet with little resistance

Elther within Austria or from outside powers. Second,
an Itnlian’rzinfcrezm:nt of Franco on a great scale.
He had no constructive plans for the future but felt
compelled to follow a policy of walt and see.
Chautemps said that he was considerably disturbed
by the internal situation. He had used the police to
Eject some sitdown strikers and as a result he had on

his

Md
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From Paris #1771. Sec Five.
his hands a large and increasing number of sitdown
strikes. "e intended to continue to use a firm hand
and felt thot while there might be considerable trouble in
the immedliate future his Government was not in anyway

menaced,.

I also participated in a conversation between
Chautemps and Caillaux on the subjJect of the reopening
of the exposition. Chautemps did his utmost to persuade
Caillaux to permit the exposition to reopen and Calllsux
remained adamant in his opposition. Chautemps sald to me
that he was-certain that he would get the blll for the

reopening of the exposition through the Chamber of

Deputies but feared that Caillaux would have enough
!

influence ‘to kill it in the Senate. (END OF MESSAGE)

BULLITT
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