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1 have Mast had g takk with' Rochat, ' He sald that u:
the French delegatlion was delishted with the results
of the conversations in Lorden, * They had found the
friendliest poeslble attitude on the part of the
ritisk and an evident desire to understand the French
point of view and to cooperate fully and Jrankly with
france on the entire field under discuassion,
He sald that Czechoslovakia had, of course, been
the most urgent pro“lem, GHere there had been differences -
T

of view between the Fritish and the French, The British

WEPE serioucly concerned over the Czech sitvation, the

Freneh even more ‘8o, ' :
("D SECIION ONE)
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED
REB

This telggram must be

closely paraphrased be- FROM  PARIS

fore being communicated .
to anyone. (C) Dated April 30, 1938

Rec'd 5:10 p. m.

Secretary of State,

Washington,

RUSH
677, April 30, 7 pe. ms (SECTION TWO)

-

The French fzel that a policy of addlng concesslon to

concesslion mesely whets the appetlte of the Gsrmans-_
behind “enleln and pilsks weakening the Czech position
to the polint where 1t may ceollapses Tﬁ: British,
anxious to avold a sltuation which might develop into
war and drag them in, would like to be sure that every
possible concession has been offered short of such as
vwould infringe the independence of the state, It was
decided that CGreat Britain would make a demarche in
Berlin urging that the problem be.settled by peaceful
negotiation, " Thls demarche would in diplomatic gulse
11l
retrace the positlion stated by Chemberlain/the Commons

on Marech 24, namely, that 1f war should break out

because of CzecHoslovalla no one could day how far it

would
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REB

2-#677, From Paris, Apr.30,7pem.
(3ge, Two)

woyld sprecd or what countries would be involved.
Rochat sald that the French attach great importance to
the fact that the British have agreed to take this
steps. They feel that there has been a healthy
evolution sinés March 11 as regards British thinking
concerning Ezashoalovakiﬂ. It was also ﬁgrcai that
both the British and the French would urge Benes to

consider Agnin the question of concessions to the

further concession ocut of the het which could be
" ¥ .I [ B ..
offered- Henlelin at-about the time the Britlsh mike

thelr demarche in BeErlin,

e
3
.
3

m
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I asked whether it had been the

London that Benea' scheme of concessions . did not go

far -enough,  Rochat sald thati there had noét been time
to examine ecarefully Renes’ propdeals,

WILSON
NFL
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This telegpwam must be

closely paraphraged be- FROM PARIS
I"E -".'.'l“..' commnmicated .
to anvoneg., (C) Dated April- 30, 1938

Secretary of State,

Washington,

€77, Arril 30, 7 p. m. (SECTION THREE)

It was c:nsi*cref both--by the British and by the
French that Bencs was maklng a genulne effort to meet
any reascnable demand on the part of the German minority.
In asking him to conslder whether he could add to hi's
l11ist of concesslons they were not suggesting any speclfic
1tem or bringing any pressure to bEHP;
azlted about the French proposal to prevent
"tconomlec strangulation" of Czechoslovakia. Rochat
gald that 1t had been agreed to have thls subject
studied by experts. He said that 1t was realized today
that if France and England some years ago had taken
measures to render Austrla less dependent economically
on the Releh, Auatria might be alive today. I asked

whether

ELZ/1S" 1¥L
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

-

MB PRt
This telcsram muat be

eloaorly paraphrssed be=-
fore boin; compuniecated
to anyore, (C)

Seeretery of State,

tlaghington.

€77, Lpril 30, 7 p.i, (SECTICN FOUR).,
I asked if tkerc had been discussion of preparing the
way for nc-otintion with Germany, He said that the British

had not mide any proposal to the French in this respect,

He zsaid t!v!

obviocusly Choamberlain intended to sound out

FromMm Parias

Datsa April 30, 1938
REc'd 6:24 p.m.

6l2/ 18 ¥l

the Germana as to a basis of scttlement whenever the moment

SEcmtd opporiunc, and in this hE would mect no objection

I'rm the ‘Enchy

the quostion of comnletion of

I asled " this had not alse
Locarna, Rocha

that nothin~s had thrn comr of

{ o F—
verartio n 115 'I_" nowe % vy t‘.'
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18 will

said that there had been complete agreement on
military defense measurcs,

v10:1d" be general staff talks,

n agreed in March 1936 after

said that this was true but

i mi 'E‘I
« Ihe general staff cone T

n a few deys covering coop=-

and partieularly the air

actively pursued,

Qurations




2= No, 677, April 30, from Paris, |

Questions relatinzy to thr use of French a2ir bases and “rench

. P L R = : 4 - . 2 -
porcs by t2e sritish, end to connections in purchascs of

raw motericla, stocks of zasoline, air planes from Amerieca,
Et cetera, will be studied by techniczl experts, :




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

ﬁﬁﬁ:: tElesrom™hust be FroMorio
¢losrly narcphrased b=
fore brint commnicoted Doted April 30, 1938

to anyonc, (2)
Ree'd 6:35 p.m.

Seerctary of State,

677, April 30, 7 p.n. (SECTI.N FIVE),

As reEzar a8 the 'rancowItalian negotiations the British
have promiscd thrir fulle-st suphort in overcoming difficule-
tisa, " th Hitler arriving in Roac on May 3 it 1is clear
that time is lacking to reach asreEmMEnt before the meeting
of the Council on May 9, t is confidentially Expected,
however, that complete agreement will be reached beford
lor= ond an ambassador sent to Rome ,

ochat said that there had been discussion of the
procedurc 2t Jeneva to deal with the recognition of the
Ethiopicn conquest, Thr Sritish will sound out the differ-
Ent dele sotions on' the outside chance that unanimity mi-ht
be found on some formula, 17 this is impossible then there
will b a deelaration which can bc approved by a ma jority
VOUE in the sense that rach state should be frec to take
the retion it judzes apiropriaiee I asked if there was

Any irncdication that the British mi-ht recognize immediately

after

6L2/18°1¥L
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e= ‘No, 577, Avril 30, from Parias: | |

after Crucva, Rochat said that it was His impression that

L R i te N WY e

the British intended to deloy recognition in necordance

- 3
with . the nglo=-Ttolian note of 'April 16, until o scttlement ;
3
of -the ~noniszh qurstion permits the entry into forEF of |
the Anglo=Italian agrecement.
As regords Spain, Rochat said that there would br a
meeting of the Non-intervention Committee shortly to consider
the decspctel: of commissionas to Spain to moke a census of
so=cnlled volunteers there 'n accordance with the resolution .
before %g Committee on November 4 last., It will be ncera=-
[

sary to obtoin the cporovel of the Committee and of Lhe

m

two poartics Lo the Sﬁunish conflict to the despoteh of

these commissiona, The French Covernment has GEreed to the

reestoblisliient of land control-as soon cs the commissions

[r

heve arrived in Spain ond begun the work of making o census
of volunicers with the understanding that if within Lpprox-
imctely thirty doys thereafter the effective withdrawal of
voluntecr: lnve not begun their land control may agein be
suspended., I asked if there had been discussion of Germon
econom. ¢ penetration in Spain, Rochat said that this
questicn hod been put aside cnd it had been cgreed to cone
centrate all efforts on zetting chead with the withdrawel of

volyntetr:.

NFPL:RGC WIL3On



TELEGRAM RECEIVED

MB
This telezrdi hust be FromParis
clogcly pa-ophrased be=- .
fore bein: commmnicated Dated April 30, 1938
to anyone, (C)

Rec'd 8:12 p.m.
Seceretory of State,

Ylashinzton,

677, Awril 30, 7 pem. (SECTICN SIX). _
I e aueztion of 3wiss neutrclity rights had been dlas=-
cussed and «t Mcd been 2rreed that the British and French

would supmort o proposal ¢t Gencva trecting the Swiss posi-

6L2/1S8° 1 ¥L

tion as o "wnigue® ettt vnd reecognizing thet Switzerland
shouvld b~ relicved from cny obligation to enforceeconomic
or finnncicl sanctions as she had clready been relieved
froi: the cnforecement of militory sanetions. The formulc
would Lr go Arafted as to epply only to Switzerland and to

prevent any other state from availing i1tself of the samr

1 inguired if therc had bern discussion of credits, or

finaneinl aasivance in the purchaszse of armaments or aire

]

nlanca, iochat said that Bonnct had discussed financisal

queatio-a wi

(]

3imon but he did not 'now what~the upahoi
WaS .
1 oalwcd Af there had been. any dlscussion of the Far

East

CE




2« Mo, 577, April 30, from Paris (SECTION SIX)

East, iochat ssid that therece had been very little becauac

time was lackings. Yesterday had been entirely taken up

Czechoslovakia, They had ended their

-

discus ns a2bovt 530'in the afternoon in order to. fly
3 without further delay in view of reports

and the discusalona*had wound up in the

=u3h and confusion. Sonnec
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i ™telepram muat bE Fm“Fﬂr'! B \

closely naranhrased be-
e BELr sommuntioated Dated Vay 7, 1938
F A e 3/ ;‘i
Rec'd 2:25 pem.
cerefaps £
ncbon,
?1".', r '-n', g Nale

Mhe. [talian Charge d'Affaires told us last night
that: Ehe Franeo=Itanlinn negotiations should beE concluded
‘bout the micdle of thls month and 1t was expected that.a

french ambagssador would be sent to Rome by the end. of the

Prunas sald that 1t would be impossible to exaggerate
he importance of the Anglo=Itallan agreement,. It had
mutunl suaplclon and fear which were leadlng
straight to wor, Italy would now be glad to .sge her
rclations wlth France on an equally satlsfactory basla,

1e Italian Covernnent ia most desirous of seeing France

became araln stable, prosnerous, and _strong, since,
Cf L 4o et

L L @’F should continue to suf 'er from the weaknesses and

L

disorders inflletid by the Popular Front, it would bt
Impossible event Cerman dominatlion of Eurcpe.
Mile he Lod no infermntlon nbout converdations of a

.
y

political
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134y

Paris
Dated May 11, 1938
Reec'd 8:30 a.m,

" DIVISION OF
ROPEAN AFFAIRS
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¥ T:ﬁ-" lls '-" T Daiile
LA e maresaion I derived o v n 4
JDE ImpreEssion EFAVED Ir0om m conversation :
o SR : i : i
I witlh Daladier regarding posaible French action in :
no¥ .y = o - 4 . 5
/ cast of 2 Cerman. attack on Czechoslovakia vwas con=- )
f
: firmed lagt night when Chauteirpa exprissed to me his :
Elicf 2% aside . .from protesting France would do = |-
.-'E..- 10l -7+ __'.';'-:1_71_?'.". ':;
Z g
z = b
C ysher hand Leger sasd to me yesterday té
Lhe - : L N . Y |
chet i I shoula attaec’s Czechoslovaekia France =]
4
ol ealls woul Lo war- ot onere and En~land :?*
" .
LY n) 1 obli ved ko fnllow, é
| L 1izec with meny othrr Prench politi= =
3 =
e Frd ot ol o 1 A EVE Shit shel . noint o
;/, t=
[ v rEagEd 1 rmch further gway
Leger 1 , i
ll' r I*En] ' 3 ViEW EXpresacd. by
S
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The Honorable
The Secretary of State,

/\ (\ + Washington.
8i '

information a copy of a memorandum containing data
with regard to the Far East obtained by an officer
of this Embassy.
Respeotfully yours,
For ta Armbassador: ,

&
# -
. P (P o {
Pl Koo il g
Edwin C. Wilson
founselor of Embassy

yqu intuplicate

Enclosure: 4“ rooL c} 7‘L

1/ Merorandum
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1/ : I have the honor to enclose for the Department's
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Enclosure No. 1 of despateh No. of
May 11, 1938, from the Embassy at Paris.

Paris, May 6, 1938.

From: Lawrence Higgins.
Sub ject: The Far East.

On his return yesterday from vacation Edgar
Mowrer went through Geneve and saw the "Russian
Under Secretary of the League, Sokolin" there,
who told him that during the winter the Russians
have built up their Far Eastern Army so that now
it is prepared to resist any Japanese attack.
Sokolin does not, however, think that the Japanese
will now take on the Russians in addition to the
Chinese, even though he estimates the strength of
the Japanese forces as half a million in Manchukuo
and a million in the rest of China. Sokolin also
said that aside from the planes delivered to the
Chinese there were one hundred and fifty piloted by
Russians and operating as a special and distinet corps.
It was this air force which carried out the raid on
Formosa. The Japanese Ambassador at Moscow protested

on its account, but no heed was given to his protest.

L.H.
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PERSONAL AMD JC7T 'OR THE -SECRETARY, .
he Czee lovakican sit icn 1330 eriticnal that i
"ﬁ-‘_ 1
while T w11l concede there is an excellent chance of Eﬁ '
nEneEful setilement, I nevertheless beligve the a
lepartment uld ‘be nrepared to face najor European C\
war before August 15, 0
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mMvision o
LUROPEAN Aﬁfjih;
| A ;
Y MAY 73 193
L ‘FROM ; :

DEPARTMENT oF SPafe -

E Pollsh /fmbasendor lukasiewlcz, who returned
yesterday from Warsiw, stated te me that without question
#] - R " 1T nwme ke ST [ e 2§ P - ol e

Poland would declare war immcdistely on the Sovie

Unlon 1f the Soviet Union should attempt to send troors

stated that 1f Soviet airplanes should cross FPolish
ritory. en route to Czechoslovakis they would be
c Ed 8% once by Palish mlancs -_.E atated that then
HE B =3 sasd ol il E g bi = CELO Il L _.__&
=
T i . 22 b
was & consliderable: concentration of Polish planes rlr:g L
-
- =% - .. % 8 % ] 1 1 :A:
tb the Pelish-Rumanian fronticr for the specific purpos =
5 -] 1
2

ol Tred om = T £ - -
attacklng Russian plancs attempting

o
r]
3
o
7]
¥
| ol

this neighborhood,

=

The Polish Ambassador wint on to say that if Russien

¥ AN D

troops should attempt to cross Rumania en route to

Czeohoslovakla he was certain that the Rumanian GoveErnment

would declare war at once on the Soviet Union (see my
telegram No. 772, lay 16, 5 pems) and that Poland would

declare

OH /81y 1vIINGAUNGD  LL2/29° 4094



-Pa- #6807, lay 21, 7 pem., from Paris,

declare war simultaneously on the Soviet Union in
accordance with the Polish-Rumanian alliance; He added
that if Soviet planes should attempt to cross Rumanla
it might be impossible for the Rumanian air force to
stop them; but that 1t was not excluded that the Polish
gir force-would send sufficlent planes to Rumanian
territory to asslst the Rumenians in attacking Russian
planes which ni‘ht utﬁrth to cross Rumanlan territory.
It seems falrly clear therefore that Bonnet's
prediction is well founded that an attempt by the Sovliet
Unicn to brins ald te Czechoslovakia would result in
declarations of war by both Poland and Rumanila,

y fecling with regord to the gravity of the present

siturtion hos not diminished,

BULLITT



TELEGRAM RECEIVED

JR
This teglegram muast be Faris
closely paraphrased be- Faa
fore being communicated Dated May 21, 1238
to anyone, (D) -

Rec'd 8 p.m,
Secretary of State,

TER Washington,

RUSH,
808, May 21, 9 peme.

Osusky who returned a few days ago from Praha

- o o 3 . - 2.1 - 3 =g Al
has just informeé me that the concessions which the

842/29° 40901

Czechoslovalr Government
bet (one) use of German as an of*™iaial language, in the
law courts et ceteray (two) Complete control by the

¥

Sudeten of thelr own- schools, (three) representation /

-5 ;] - = - 1
of Sudeten in local administration in the proportion o,
7

that thelr numbers bear to the whole population, "Phey
are'y sald Osusky, "to be treated no longer as ‘a minord Ly

B B o
AL A

Y
]
B
-

I asked him if he expected the Sudeten + acceEpt

'll-"-L“! C"‘.‘T'!-...‘ti.-_“*.'g H and A th o}y v }

.8 E oh i 11 He said. tha 1E \E had 1eft Praha™ A
the Czechoslovak Govermment had belileved thaot these -+ Ei

coneceEn o1l ntE Eha tebure
had changed =i ne Hod%a hadf invit nlein
B )y~ 31 Elr "

OH/®




="w HANA .'.'._.; :-1l 0 ,_.._,‘l f'rom P-‘.l'.""lﬂ.

rdered the Czechoslovak pollice to diacover

In thi course of the next ten days the Czechoslovak
‘overmment would announce these eoncesslons whether or

not the Sudeten should accept them, :
!

Tin

T'he mobilization of one class of reserves of the
>zechoslovak Army had been decided upon, Osusky said,
about a week ago and was hot (repeat not) a reply to the
GErman stationing of troops on the Czech border yesterday,
The Czechoslovak Covernment had deeided that the defenses
on the German border were lnadequately manned and that

1t muat call out one class of reserves in order to avoid

=

a surprise attack, (END OF SECTION ONE).

BULLITT




Osnal gld ‘that the t Ermans who had
n Bohemia i stributing Nazi
nd h ri: no eyel ! had
to HET 0. Lk na LhEer
fired une: 11led,
M gle WEDN v ¥ [ N [ t zEC) ..:,..'\ . t
olutel ermi £1ght he 1 man
=rman trc should cross border. i
NAET 7 3 ornad o} ould the Sudeten be permd
form "stor talions” eor to arm themsclves,
I ! him if he did no Elieve war w
nc he sald that he feared we might t the

war which
He felt
France uni

defend

would marc

TELEGRAM RECEIVED
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-P= #8608, May 21, 9 pemes (SECTION TVO) from Paris,

T ventured to cxpress the opinion that there could

be no doubt about England, England would not promise to
march in defense of Czechoslovakia, Osusky sald that
in that case war was ingvitable, He expressed the
belief that the Soviet Union would not be able to send
troops to Czechoslovakia but that the SDViEt air force

might be of conslderable assistance,

The impression I gathered from this cenversation
with Osusky waga that the Czechs prefer to see thelr natiﬁn
succumb in a conflagration which will destroy all Europe
rather than to make the large concesslons which alone

would satisfy Hitler and the Sudeten, (END. OF MESSAGE),

BULLITT
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

- ———— GRALAY
: Paris
FROM .
: Dated May 22, 1938

'ch'd:lO:ES oMe

[,

SEoEES!

.-Seerebar: wf

Washincton,
e

a

809, air 22, 2 pems

I an taf-reed by the United Press that Bonnet ot

press ¢ nfEPEncE 1nst evenin~ stnted tHat Fronce sincerely -

hopes that the Czechk =in-pit+ pr-hlem can be settled in o
friendly manier chdVWhil¥e FPrones hopes that. Germany will. de

6L2/29° 4091

‘nothing to put Franee. in g peaitl- n whepe-frenty . cbligatins
wenld. oblige her to $htervene, nevertheless, she will
respect these” bligati-ns and provide the utricst assistnnce

ST AEEDESSL T,

ameng the 80,00

BE61 63 AV

s

Sud+ten Ferminn

net mbllize any = re tricpay (2 slovnkih w21 oorry
cut ‘an Arridd e inveati nti n Into the killing yeaterday
it Cheb of b udpten Geritansg and- wlll Fnrﬁﬁh the
I'F.._d.m.*‘.['lt' fop tHEoh K1T11ng: 4n hhe ‘gvent 44 :

thot  Lheyr wene ot fanlts (3} Czech &l
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. ."

VL =2« Paris May 22, 1938 i#810 4140 p.m; Sec, 1

WE can both have a certaln smount ar_influtncz on the de=
cisinn.l |

I feel that 1t would be an unspeakable tragedy 1if
France, to support Czechoslovakia, should attack the
"Slegfried Line" between Strasbourg and Luxemburg which is
the only point at which attack is considered possible by
the Freneh general staff, As you know French airplane
producticn is now about 45 planes per month; British about
80 per month, - The Germans, at worst, even when changing
types, produce 300 per month_and at best 500 to 600 per
monthe The French have no antieaireraft artillery worth
menticning and are just beginning to produce it, There
are only 30,000 gas masks available for the entire civilian
pcpulation of France,  The slaughter of the entire younger
geEneraticn of France would be certain ﬁnﬁ EVEry city in
France eould be leveled to the ground by German planes,
The Freneh Even under such eirecumstances would hold out and
the war viould be a long oné lnv lving England and all
Europe.s There could be only one possible result: the

-

complete destruction of Yestern Eur PE and. Bolshevism from

ONnE Entd of the contlnent to the other,
I'he fhances are today that the French will carry out
their pledie. to Czechnslovakia ng a matter of honorss=whate=

EVEr the cost, If you believe as I believe that 1t is not
in the interest elther of the United Stotes op civilization

na
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as a whole to have the continent of Eurcope devastated I
think we should attempt to find some way which will 1|:1jI the
French out of their moral commitment,

(END SECTION ONE),

BULLITT
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that we shonld pursue and the only one that offers a

If you ghould ecnsider that thils proposal is sound T

think yvou n]1f1i1rﬂ work out

mecE your statement to the
Ambassadors (%) so that ydu cean apring 1t at a moments
notlce, IThL moment has not yet arrived; but it may soon.
It would be Fatal I believe to communicate your ins
tention to any _~vermment ineluding the British, They
would. at once relax thelr cvn efforts to reconcile the
Czechs and Germans'becaase they would feel that at last
they were zetting the United States tied up in European

politicenl problems. Furthermore they would in confidence,

tell all. their friends in Europe and you could certainly
in that event ecunt on refusnls from Eitler nnd Masseclini,

You vould of course make 1t clear to the peEople of the

United St

ites thaot-veur action was directed toward this
OnE EmErgency ond that you had no intention of. involving
the United Stotes 1n all the disputes »f Europe,

In additicen I believe that 1t would help immensely if
you should eall in 3t,. Quentin and tell him that you hope
France will not commit suielde and if you would authorize
me to say the same thing feor &ru to Daladler,

In any Event as soon as you have ccnsidered this

suggesticn will you please send me a telegram containing

one
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cne word either "affirmative", or, "negative™,

Cincluding: poragraphs of letter not telegraphed

glnce ther are Entirely perscnnl,

BULLITT
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Lok J
cloaely narna hrased be=

fore bein~ commmnicated From Dated May 22, 1938

to anvone (D)
Ree'd 5 p.m,

Secrekar State,

810, May 22, 6 p.m. (SECTION TWO) .
I do not believe that any general appeal for peace by
you at the present time would bE Effective, Today the
FOVErnments of bhoth GErmany and Italy hate the nited
States = heartily that nai;hvr one would accept any such
proposal as.you wepr: thinking of making last January,
Yoreover there wond not be time to summon representatives
to Vashington, Bot! remnany and Italy might however
8¢CEPL a apecific proposal of a limited nature,
I am fully aware of all the objections to the

Sugliesclion which I am .about to make, If you should act

“ecused of involvihg the United States

in Euronesn politics and sacrificing anothep small nation
to Hitler, But I feel that when the PEOplE of the United
States realize, as they soon will, ﬁh@t EENEral war in
Europe is imminent they will not only accept but will deew
mand some action from you which may promice to stop 1t,
If and when a German marceh across the border of
|
Czechoslovakia geen. imminent I think that You should take

actlion
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action of the following nature:

Call to the White House the Ambasscsdors of England,
France, Germ ny, and ILtaly, Ask them to transmit to Chamber-
lain, DﬁlwﬁIEP, Hitler, and Mussolini your urgent invitate-
1on to send representaotives at once te the Hague to
attempt to work out a peaeceful settlement of the dispute
between Germeny end Czechoslovakia, Add that 1f the four
governments desire, a representotive of the United States
will sit with them, You should also make a personal
appeal of the scrt thit you know beast how té make referring
to the fact that we are the children of all the nations of
Eurﬁpt, that our civilization 1s' n composite of all the
civilizationa of Europe, that jJust as we are grateful for
Shakespeare so are we grateéful for Beethoven, that just as
WE are grateful-for Moliere so are we grateful for Lonardo

) et eetera,
dn vinclj thnt we cannot stand by and watch the beginning
of the end of European clvillzation without making one last
effort to stop lts destruction; that you are convinced that

the only result of general European war today would be an
Asintic despotisn
"o re.i. Estnblished on fields of dead,

After a genernl conversation with the four Ambassadors

t

you might reinforece your action by perscnal conversaotions
wlth each Ambosandeor stressing to the German Ambassador the
fact that France will fight and England will fight, that

war
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war in Eurppe today can end only in the establishment

of -Bclsheviem from one end of the continent fn the other,
that ynﬁr proposed conference will leave the Bolsheviks
beyond the swamps which divide the Soviet Union from
Europe and are Europe's real enstern boundary, I think

that even Hitler would accept under such clrcumstances,

=~
BULLITT
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22, 7 p. ms (SECTION ONE)

SECRETARY,

Bonnet hag jJust recd-to me o memorandum which the

British Ambassndor 1n Berlin presented to Ribbentreop last
night, Thé memcrandum stated inter=alin:

Thg British Government had been urging moderation cathe

CzEch

GovErmment,

The 'rench Government had informed the British Governe=

ment many “iues in the pnst few days that if German troops

should cross the Frontler into Czechoslovakia France would

the terms of her clliance with Czecheslovakia,
mobilizi t once and declare war on Germany,
rerman UoveErnment was awarg of the friendship an@
] 11: r £ the Bri i 1 FrEneh -ii?“u'E!‘l‘;mFﬁt.SF:
1 4 i ible 1t ncenl the fact that 1f France ,:;
£c
ahini] i n 1 1 neking Czechoglos
vkl ritcl 11d be 11 to. suppert France.
E-1lim} i I ed t menner eoiild not

ir&aﬁ:q Curiribcivi 1Al FOR THE SECHEFA‘! AND Lmnzﬂé'&-
: . ~l
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be predicteds Countries remote from the original site of
the conflict would be drawn In at an Earllier or later date,
7 Iﬁﬂz then a phrase couched in diplomatic language
which meant, 1f it meant anything, that Great Britain would
2o to war in support Cf-FPﬂnEE_EmNEdiﬂtﬂly. |
The memorandum ended wlth n deseription of the common
intErests of England and France and their common devotion
te demceracy and human fneedom,
Henderson, the British Ambassador in Berlin, reported
that Ribbentrop.became 1ivid with rage on hearing the conw

tents of this memcrandum, ' He enlled Hendersonls attention

to the fact thnat in addlition £o the two Sudeten killed
yesterdny the Czechs had wounded eighty more, He s
thaty Great Britoin should properly give her Addvice f the
Czeeh Governnent and net to the German Government,
1t ENTtrop :"""E"t!_ cchneluded b = ] . { El

rould protect Germar the Gy 3ide = thi roentis

nd ‘th=t even thourh Engl Ere t tal t ; E -
lined 1ir E Britl ernmentfs memop 1% -

would not hesitate I re . thnr -
hesitnted in 1914,

LLI

]
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Seeretary o State P PTR DIVISION OF [
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HWashing t-'n_ FROM gt JAY 311938 {
811, May 22, 7 pem, (SECTION T%O) l OEPARTMENT OF 81
!

Bonnet nald that durlng the whole of last night he had
bEEn in ~gony as he had -feared that Hitler would order
Irmmedinte mobilization of two German classes in reply to
the Czech nmobilization of two clossese, HE sald that the
British would press the Czech Government tomorrow 0, make
really ere-t eoncessions to the Sudeten, I asked him
if Osusky, the Czech filnister in Paris, had 1nform£d.him
as hi h-d informed é;éTif the concessions thot the Czech
Governrient was prepared to make (see my telegram Noe 808,
Moy 21, © peite)s HE sald Osusky had not given him this
Informaticn ~nd “hﬁé I repeated to him the terms of these
concesalons he said thot they would certainly be totally
inadequnte,

T Ronnet snld that the Britlsh Government would czrﬁnin*
ly press the Czech Government tc make greater concessions
than these =and would demand thot the Czechoslovak Governe
ment make concescions which would really satisfy for the
morient both Fenlein and Hitlere If the Czech Government

should refuse to make such concessions after advice by the

Hritish, The French Govemment would say tco the Czecho=-
slovak Government that 1t fully supported these concesslions

!
and that the Franco-Czegch Alliance would be placed in queste

ion If Czechslevakia 4id not accord the concessions,
CA BULLITT
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lonnet, cutely disturbed, then ImpIrreTTe
t have our i t EvETr 1 could tr rk out
olution of E nil - K if 1t - might not
posslble r 1 r 11 truct ir 1: r
raha. 1 111 n NE: t the 1 1}
GovErnmer uld n havi hE mpathy the Ameriecnn
VErmment if it should n attEmpt sErd 31y Lo produce
2 peEncefal solution of this conflict nalklng conceszi
t he Sudeten nans which uld t1 IENT el
E‘;iL}:T".

Bonnt then . me t.last ndight lEphone
call had come from Charlottesville, Virginia, from the
President to Daladier, Daladier had been unavallable 1
when he, Bonnet, had tried to get the President on he
telephone at Charlottesville the reply had been that the
President had alreadv left for a fishing trip, I should
bE obllged if you would 'inform me whether or not this is
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true as I was unable to offer any explanation of the reason
fore the call,

Bonnet went on to discuss the chances of France de=
claring wor 1T the German troops should cros;: Iintﬂ
Czechoslovakla, He was much depressed when I told him
that Blum with whom I spent several hours today was
pesalonately in faver of war and that Blum had predicted
that all the Socinlists would vote for war,

Bonnet sald thet the French Senate would vote unanime
ously agninst war, He fecred, hcwfvcr, that the rtéistnnc:
of the Sennte would be inadequates If the Germans should
mobilize the French would be obliged to mebilize. The
Cermons would prebably then send an ultimatum tq France.

In the face of an ultimatum from Germany war would be
Inevitnble,

BULLITT
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ME 2«#811 From Paris, May £2, 7 p.m.

the Prench would bring great pressure on Czechoslov king
But Penes con throw the Continent into war by
shooting some more Sudeten., And the question is
Wnether or not he has decided that it is In the
Interest of Czechoslovakia to provoke war now, when
the support of France and England 1s nlmost certa n,
From mess of reports, verbnl and written, I am
\
Inclined to believe thot Benes prefers war to real
concessions. Under such circumstances T believe that
stotement to Benes by the American Minister in Praha
of .the pature swggested by Bonnet is fully justified.
I Wilson in Berlin could inform the German Government
that such =2 demarche had been made.in Praha Ribbentrop
might listen favorably to urgingd of patience, in spite

of the German GoveErmment's hatred of the United States,

BULLITT
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oMy, Osusky, CzEch Hinister to Paris, who returned

gald that the Sudeten would be offered (one) the

13 of the German langusgg a3 an official language for
8ll purposes, (two) that thev would be given control
not enly of the program of education in the Sudeten
schools but also of the exrinditure of the school
hndt‘é:tn == with reservatlons for protection of the
Czech and non Nazi minorities in the Sudeten region,
(three) that they would be given a proportionate share
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=2= #850, May 30, midnight (SECTION ONE) from Paris,

In domestic administration, finance, interior, et cetera,
1 acked 1f the Sudeten would be permitted to have

their prnpurtiﬂnntF share in the officers corps of the
Czechoslovak army, Osusky replied that this question
had not yet been ralsed by the Sudeten and that it
.would of course have 'to be examined with extreme
caution,

: Osusky sald that although Henlein had not returned
peErsonally to talk with Hodza two of his representatives
had heen 1in constant contact with Hodza, Hodgz:
conferred with them again yesterday, and hadf;i;t::gnsd
.to Puris today to say that he was hopeful 'that Henlein
would accept the cconcessions indiecated above as the
basla for settlement, Hodza moreover had sald that he

EXpEG! denlein to call on him agaln next week,

RULLITT
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EDA « 2 - #850, Moy 31, midnight from Paris Section two,

become slaves under o Nozil dlctatorship but preferred to
"live ns free men,  He asaserted that the sincere Roman
catholle Sudeten who hnd been oveErwhelmed- by the cowardly
obeisance of Cardinal Innltzer to Hitler had begun to
FECOVET théir courage and that the Catholic church ele-
ment might prove to be o strong force for the preserva-
tion of Czechoslovakia ns a free snd Independent state.
Perhaps the most important state~ent that Osuaky
made was that the Czechoslovak Govermment had decided
to accord to the Polish minority in the Teschen district
and to the Hungarian mlnority in Slovakla the same
privileges that would be accorded te the Sudetens I
asked 1f the same privileges would be accorded to the
Ruthenian minority and he stated the Ruthenlons were
too primitive and uneducated to be able to take goveErn-

mental responsibility,.

ULLITT
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the Czechoslovak Government wos informed that the
American Jews, especlally the large department store
OYNErs, Were at the preseint time refusing to make

normal nurchascs 4f Czechoslovakian rlwﬂ; porecelain and
textiles beesuse these articles were preduced in regions
which were largely controlled by Henleln., The aversion
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-2« #850, May 30, midnight (SECTION THREE) from Paris,

of American Jews to German goods had been extended
to include goods produced in the Sudeten districts, He

hoped that tle American Government, without seeming to

take any actlon whatever, might be able to convey to

the American Jews who Were normally purchasers of these
articles that they would be doing the greatest possible
service to Hltler if they should refuse to buy goods from
the Sudeten reglons: and thus inerease the economlc

misery which was pushing the Sudeten into the arms of

HitlEer,

BULLITT
HFD



ot HH D =

11id  Kumanin

acyroas egltl

May 30, 1938

Rec'd 1:18 pam,, 31¢

ey

—
Vi 'r

I)t

+ ; .
Q. \\f
ol i
b RTHERT o+ 3
""‘--.__H' L
. - L b o o o B e P
! mi [y Fa e f:'a.-. A § ] ‘:'.
- + Bis e " » " -
i E GZEch 10V WENMEN
Mo mad - & g 3
Rt
. 1 i it provokl
.-i' N |'!'_
T 'i 1 P,
= Ha L 4 v T,
neT nt by the Husalan arm o
Fnl n B ni 1 1 A
4 . ' 3 ¥
ir | ni
wmd
nin,
]
i
y
i
¥
v " y
. ;

Lo

92/ 79° 409,




ULLI

Eur
DE

OR




EURDPEAN ARFAIES
g S ‘-q.-}"\..

A

DEPARTMENT b ! |

wi tW. B

™ TOLITICAL 35;';}
MR. D *23,; Vs o
Jun111938 =

LY CONFIDENFLIAL FOR THE SECRETARY ﬁ': {
sy French Ambassador '.'.-jm, who

ie=Ponece
= | ¥y

11
s apprEel

Et length his recent converasations

lbbentrop and sald that these conversations Ine

Ribbentrop striking the table f‘m-r%

wAS.now a T"."-'.!"!T‘.l r_:-. '?f _—:n[':'.:-._--_l._-'l, \

wrd = F - -~ 4 i !

1t} lE Stronge 1IN in : rld, whi conl ris

ny ﬁ-;-,-\-_-"l'i " .".r:.*."r 1 o * ;f‘-ﬂ;l: 'ht_ﬁq' + | I Nals

would:use in defense the Sudeten Cermans. Francolge

Poneccet

it was

h

Minlster for Fereleon Affairs not

invarlatly reminded Ribbentrop that
to
cE and that 1f Cermany should attempt
wer she would get a reception from
‘hich would surprise her and that the

!
United

NAULANUD

I v
4 ¥

A'1ld

‘al B




ML =2=Paris June 8, 1938 4:45 p.m, #899 6 p.m,

JUnitEd States would be in the offing,

Poncet said that under such conditions as these
it was of ccd}sz extremely difficult to carry on dip-
lomatic conversations, He was nsvtrtﬁ:l:sa about to
make a final effort. He had suggested to the French
Government during this visit that he should be empower=
Ed, on his return to Berlin tonight, to propose to the
German Government that there should be an informal tri=-
partite discussion between representatives of England,
France, and Gzrmnny--pfcfernbly Henderson, Ribbentrop,
and himselfe=to attempt to work out a settlement of the
German-Czech conflict on the understanding that if it
should be possible to reach agreement the Czechs would
bE toldhby England, France, and Germony unitedly that
they would have to accept the settlement, DPoncet sald
that he would approacli this mmtter with the greatest
delicaey and the utmost secrecy,

(END SECTION ONE)
EULLITT
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ML =2= Paris June 8, 1938 #899 6:35 p.m, Sec. Two

degree of autonemy to satisfy them even for a moment
unless the preatest peossible pressure should be placed
on him, Heg alluded gain to the possible danger that
the Gztcﬁ: themselves might declde that Czechoslovakia
would never find a more favorable moment to fight than
the present moment and might therefore precipitate an
incident in the Sudeten reglons which would bring the
German troops across the border and feorce France te
march,

BULLITT
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Secretary of State,

Washington,

899, June B, 6 p. me (SECTION THREE)

Poncet sald he feared equally that some Sudeten-
German might decide to precipitate a war; or that some
Emissary of Goerihg might order thie Sudeten leaders t
precipltate war.

In coﬁcj”sion Poncet said that he felt that we were
just now beginning to enter a peridd in which war would
be Imminent for a number of months., He expected a serics
of crises, He considered it improbable that the Cermans
would provoke war deliberately before the 15th of July
when thelr major crops would be harvested, A blcocody
incldent in the Sudeten reglons might, however, precip! -
tate war at any time.

I saw Bonnet-agaln last night at dinner, He hed
no further information with regard to any immediate
concessions by the Czechs to the Sudeten,

Iﬁ spite of the momentary calm I continue to be=
lieve that the situation 1s most serious. It is perhaps

Unnecessary



LMS 2-No, 899, Junt B, 6 pe Mms, Sece 3, from Paris

unnecessary to add that your speech at Nashville has
been regarded throughout Europe as a powerful factor
for peace, Bonnet, Poncet and other Frenchmen have
spoke of it in the highest terms of praise and from a
gzﬁtlaman who has just come from Berlin, where he has
close connections with the German ﬁrmy, I gathered that
your words had inserted a large question mark in the
calculations of the German Government,.
(END OF MESSAGE)

BULLITT
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unnecessary to add that your speech at Nashville has
been regarded throughout Europe as a powerful factor
for pEace, Bonn:ﬁ, Poncet and other Frenchmen have
spgke of 1t in the highest terms of praise and from a
gEﬁt:l:mm who has just come from Berlin, where he has
close connections with the German army, I gathered that
your words had inserted a largE question mark in the
calculations of the German Goverrment,
(END OF MESSAGE)
BULLITT

EDA :ROW
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Bovernment should LXpres: I ZTrETE Interest of the

United




CA ==-2--934 from Paris (Section 2)

=

United Stotes in o pe-eceful Ssettlement of this
disputce I replied that while no officinl demarche
could be exrected from the United S8tates I was certain
thot no American Ambossador could take any other

attitude in casunl conversation.

BULLITT
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" CA -=2==934 fror faris (Sec. 3)

change in the past week 1n the Rusaian attitude tnwarﬁ
the Spanish conflict. The Russlans Were now convinced
that the Japanese were making such a premendous effort
against China that a Japanese attack on the Soviet Union
was no longer within the realm of posslbility, They were
therefcre ready to intervene on a much larger scdle than
Heretefore in the Spanish conflict, If the French should
onen the frontier to Russian shipments to Barcelona the
Russians vere prepared now to send to Spaln such great
quantitico of munitions and so many airplanes that the
Barcelona Government would he able to hold out indefinite-
lye The French therefore could say to Franco that if he
should not be willing to accept terms of peace at the
present moment they would open the frontier and permit
the Ruseicns to ship to Spain everything that they might
wisliy, Under the eircumstances he felt that the moment
was ripe for an effort at mediation and he intended to

try out the ground,.

BULLITT

NFL E.B



TELEGRAM RECEIVED

ia CtElEpra: 12d e
f clode poriphrasitl b= ARIS
Tor a corruniented y
;. aen o e FrROM ted June " 14 j
1E ECl . Ly o
RNealAd Pl B s .
LE i ] W
T o - # v g ll [
3 3 . f
0 al Tas L S -~ i F T A
it g ne. 1 kg I BeMa .l i
; regard t the TreEcent £11~R”t ATET TTERA
fErrd e = ad we]eomeas M -] irn Rarnet e T E "Efl 1 I
L i heen del'inlitely deternihned that the sgceond
rlight W composed f Husa] 1-1ESs, iflEd 1
¥ 1._.|’ --- e Wl E.; ri bEE 1w v v oy b +':_,- fipet 14 y 4
-14RE S VETE b .. Pl gl hEE S 1%7 = &
dEtErMIne vhether the plones. coarryving then d belonge
: t tlhe Borocelon FOVETrNmEN| r to the Franco Govermnment,
Mepe 4 X, b b o e} %} = - o
[NE EXactT idEnLicy I thHE: PRLAE] LheTEl oTE IE [
s fe e s
W p el ol
L]
- net exnressEd enkire Aarntdmtam with peeapd =
] Tam e vy Ths 5 T =) 14 ey b e 4 = = - =% r AU | Tr H e - ¥ A
i I'oNcC-="TUurkish 18DNTE 1 IPEEBDE 01 1IE QNI s i |
1 LY
_.L'1 ; At =" i g . = ' e 2 1= 4 - 1w My e . - -
E1E 1 1 CCOI | : GELl 1 ELYy DEEN I'E NEC, -
Indeed he expecte Ehl dlaput s bring 2bout
eloser relations betueen ™ C nd Turkey thon thos
thot had exlsted herefofore, Prance and Turkey would soon
e e - SR LI R T =1} = 9 Y - e .
oL pEil CI'E N i1 ULlLY e ATIE] g4 NEN BETEE n the
S r -~ } g . L lopmap 1 1 [ =] - # A - - 1
bound:iriet etwien Turkey ind the Sanjok, and Syria and
. !
S . ., e [ . e M e G L] T T : B 1= i -
the 8anjaok, The Sanjok under a2 condominium would have o

"




CA ==2--934 from Paris (Scetion 4)

cutcnomous povernrment the parlisment of which would
consist of 22 represent-tives of the Turkish populat=-
icn ond 1P representotives of the Syrian population,
There would then be conversations between the Turﬁish
and French general staffs with regard to the defense
of the Spnjak and these conversations might result

in close military cooperation in other spheres,

EWD OF KESGACE
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087, June 23, 1l o.m,

SToICTLY GCONFIDCNTIAT, FOR THE SECRETARY. ""“--..___--/

Daladier sald to me yesterday that he considered
the present appearance of an improvement in the gEneEral
European situation a mirage, Nothing had yet been
settled and he wos not optimistie that any settlement
could be achieved., He believed that the Czechs would
moke o reasonable of fer to the Sudeten but he had no
confidence that this of fer would be accepted either by
the Sudcten or -by Hitler, He believed that while France
should continue to insiat that the Czechoslovak CoveErns
ment should make the most recsonable offer possible to
the Germang, Franece should not hesitate to go to war if
Germony should invade Czechoolovakia after cuch an offer
should have bEEn made,

T aaked if he were sure timt the Czeeh of fer would

bE o reaaonable one, He said that he felt confident that
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-2= /087, June 23, 11 a.m, (SECTION ONE) from Paris

1t would be, T asked 1if this confidence was shared by

the Eritish Government and if he were certain that the o
British Covernment would stand by Czechoslovakia in case
the Sudeten and Hitler should reject the Czech proposal
and attempt to use force,

He then replied that it would make no difrzfznog g
to him what the British conclusion might be, -41ﬁaﬂhzfzzlf
French Covernment should jJudge the of fer rrasonable and
the Germans should then attempt to use force against
Czechoslovalkia, France would go to war immediately

whether England 1iked it or not, France could not

Preserve her honor if she should run away from war,

BULLITT
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Secretary of State,
Washington,
887, June 23, 11 a.m, SECTION TWC)

i3 ‘you will observe there has been o great
stiffening in Dalndier's personal attitude,
I partieipnted joter in - conversation betwees

|
Daladier ond Osusky, Czechoslov-k

._+
ot
i
et
m
=
0
3

Dnladler began by thanking Osusky for the Ereat
eEfforts he had made to pErsunde the Czechoslevak
Government to mnke 1irge concessions to the Sudeten,
He sald that he realized the task which the French
Government had ilmposed on Osusky was n most A1 ErEE

and difficult ones, He added for my benefit thot ‘th

French Government had had the question of the concess
Wwhich the Czechoslovak OGovernment should make to the
Sudeten studied wlth the utmost cores The French

Government had then informed Csusgky of the noture of
concessions it{wculd ExXpect the Gz:chz:imvnk Covernment

to moke and had asked Osusky to go to Prdahn and 8EE &

it that these concessions should be mades | He (Doladier)

wa 3




-2- #987, June 23, 11 a.,m. (SECTION TWO) from Paris,

wos entirely rsadrkn support Czechoslovackia to the
1imit 1f these concessions should be made and Germany
should refuse tc be reasonable,

I then suggested that I had heard yesterday from
a1 man who had talked with Benes two days ago thot the
concesalons might be rendered 1llusory by 2 system of
gerrymoandering, I h~d been told that Benes proposed
to organize the country on the basis of three large
districta: Hohemla 'In vhich the Sudeten minaritf viould
be outnumbered greatly by the Czechoslovak majority:
Moravia in which the Pclish nand German minorities would
be greatly cutnumbered by the Czechs ond Slovoks;
Slovekinr in which the Hungarian and Ruthenian

minorltles would be greatly outnumbered bv the Slovaks.

BULLITT
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REB

2-#987, From Paris, Junec 23, lla.ms

(Sec. Four)

representatives of the Sudgten that he could SEE no
reason for such an assembly and had asked them to
specify in detall what such an ags:mbly would do if
one should be formed., He had nnt-yst recelved a
report from the Sudeten leaders,

Osusky asserted that if such a reply should be
fortheoming and should show cood grounds for the
existence of such an ussembly it would be considered
aeriously,.

In view of Osuky's statements to Daladier in my

y's
presence lost evening, however, I am inclined to
believe that the Czechoslovak Government has already
declded that there shall be no :ucﬂ agsembly and 1t
seeEme possible that this will be the point of acute

3 = g e 1T e e
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‘1076, July 7, noon,

gTETATTY CONETRENTTAL

Dated July 7, 1938

Rec'd 1145 pems

[ 2

I discussed with Bonngt last night the situ tior
in Czechoslovakia, He sald that ) 11ly- ke
whet Benes Tinally counted . 1t confidi
however, that 14 sh ' French pr 5§ in Pr
would in ELES 0 ! sonnt
of fET,

His ' i Ind] haot

1tler did n ! k gener.I war this sum-cr,
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=2- #1076, July 7, noon, frem Por

tHat Germany will not strike this summer, There 1

no .particular basis for this decrease in peasimlsm
beyond .a general estimate of vast number of small
fnctors,

In general the Government, from Daladler dovn,
and politiecl nand banking circles, expect thot the

summer will be comparatively tranquil, Unless there
should be some unexpected chonge in

the economic and
finnnecial situation, the Government should be able to

remain securely in office until the

end of September,
t that time the Treasury is likely 2g-ln to face greeo
fﬁf‘f‘ﬁ"‘-‘.ll'.iis.

BULLITT
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EMBASSY OF THE ‘?!:'J

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

No, 2573 Paris, July 8, 1938.
Subjeet: Czechoslovakia and the Sudeten
problem.
unrral'm.,‘.-" 7
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The Honorable
The Secretary of State,
Washington, D. C.
Sir:

There is unﬁlnsad, as of possible interest to
the Department, a copy of a memorandum, prepared by
an officer of the Embassy, of statements by Mr. H. R.
Knickerbocker, an American journalist, regarding
Czechoslovakia and the Sudeten problem.

Regpectfully yours,
For the Ambassador:

. P |
oo

Maynard B. Barnes, o
First Secretary of Embassy.

Enclosure:
Memorandum of statements
by Mr. H. R. Knlckerbocker.

In quadruplicate
1H/1hh

98¥/29"° 409.
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knelosure No, / to desputth Ko, 2573

of J_ufyl; 1937,

from th. Fubasay at Paris,

Faris, June 38, 1938,

Fromg Lawrenos Higgine,

Sub jeot Csechoslovakia.

Hys K. Knickerbooker, lisarst papers sorrespondent,
has Just returned from Czechoslovakia, where he has
been since prior to Lay El. g travelled extensively,
part of tue time in eompany with his old friend, Jan
.asaryk, was shown over the .koda works, had loterviews
witi .lenleln periy lesders at delehenberg, with high
army officers, with .rofta, Hodza, and Henes.

from ils lmpresslons I have selected the followlng
ag of poeslble loterest to you, inowing inickerbocker
well, vou willl know what reservatlons to make.

.resgldent ‘lenes, whom he says he has known for alx
yesrs, told him Iin o nfifence thnt  zechoslovakis would
flght egainet Cersan ouployment of Toree, whether or not
‘renge or (rest sriteln osmwe in, but he wished lnleker-
booker to nel, nlm lzouloate the bellef among the I'rench
@it sritisa taet Af the: uld not come €3 uls country's
asslatence he woulu make teras with Ccrmany whatever her
terae algot be.

ralokerboeker ias not tne sllyotest doubt thet the
Czechs will rl;nt. They remlize thet they would suffer
the fute of erble lo 1914=13, obut tuey buileve that, ms
with erbim, out of the aines of o e cra) wer will rise

u grect -r yechoslovakla.

nreavar,




Moresover, the Cxzechs have grest eonfidence in the
power of resistance of thelr aramy. The ressrvists
called into motive rerviee at th; time o the May orisils
brought 1ta effeotives from 180,000 to 300,000, The
standlng army will e henceforth maintained «t t.ls
latber flgure persanently, firest through rotetlou or
elasses or part classes of reservists, aud secondly
through the s plication of three-year service in the
fall. The sotire cray ls belng kept on the alert
read, tv wove lnetantansously. Lut: battle positions
aclose to the Croatier, Fiiokerbocker -sheares tie pen=
eral lLapressio:n ti» exeellence of the ;. ruy's egulpment,

@ smlc thet 1tes abcom:lzetlon lo more mdvanoed than
that ol any aray la urope, ane taut the allotwsent of

Fantr unlite 1 larper then in

e+

automatic rirles
the German . rer avsil. e war tole b the anupetent

gutinorities thut 't ocould Lold out alone neelinunst the l/

;eran ray for two uoutiae. [ sdor tnl : recently
thet w tbouglit it 14t ve able t~ L nout elx montha:
wy own oplnlin is tet a pinst & arimn 1 w4 ported

oy mn andivided Ger.asn alr arwece st it jresent strenyth,
tuw yrobmoilities of Czec. re-lotaice woul: be e-ralrers

ai:l;, leas t.sn Wwe wiiithe,

nla: arysaker ga'f tust ath L9 udeten un 21 HiE
socel t wur er ultimstel, lnevitaule. [ W little of
tue .uobule o the eplein Jdeamsas 51 Li Jovernment's
offered o unceaslans, Lukl LLtie terect L. toed,
beouusmo he ¢ mllers L. rre t y cLintlo.m g A EWE
e oaf nn dealalve Canr oy tm gltuotlon, y renlly
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. important point is whether 'Iitler dec!des to g0 to
war or not,

Enlekerboerer was told thet se ret the Cermans
had not atteupted any “esonomic squeeze”, - tie resmson
given him was that they oould not afford the loss of
forelgn exehanye whieh they receive In fraight eharges
on Czeshoslovak goods sent through GCermany,

1 ssked Bous uet of the Commereiel .elations
Civision of the _uail d'Ursay the other da: if to his
knowledge there had teken plamee as vet anything sug-
gestive of an "economle sjueeze”. & repiled, "only
in one respeet”, -oal shipwents frow Germany (ypre=
sumably : ileslas;, whieh formerly passed through Czecho=
slovakia to ,.ustris, were now beluy routed tutirilr on

German rallwavs,

idif Jwd




is tele cram must be
clogfly paraphrased be-
for%rbeing anmmuninatzdrnuﬂ

to“anyone (D) i Dated July 18, 1aasﬁ.

Rec'd 7:45 pem,

Secretary of State

\lag’inzton

STNIMMY COICIDENTLAL FOT TIE SECRETARY

I Adiacussed with Bonnet this aftcrnoon the Czecho=-

i slovak situation and the exchange of letters between Dal-
adier and Chamberlain,

Bonnet sald thet the letters had been relatively une
impor tant as they had added nothing new to understancings
alrrady rcached, They had been exchanged merely becguse of
the impending visit of the I.-’in_q; and Quecen,

Tn his letter Daladier had set forth French policy
vis ¢ vis the situation in Czechoslovakia and had mode it
clear that if the Germon crmy should cross the fronticr c:-f_
.leﬁch“alo*.;alria Fronce would march, Me had then agked if he

could count on Enzland maintzining the same position that, -

Chamberlain had indieated England would maintain on Aprils - ¥

28 and hnd maintained in practice on May 20, CHomberlair E*;-.;{.’

replied thot England would conbinue.to maintaln thin poai tys

ion "shight: said Bonnet Y“ieans that €ngland will march wi
.
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cl83ely paraphrased bed ROM

fore being communicated Dated July 18, 1938

to anyone, (D)
Rec’d 8 pe me

Secretary of State,
. ‘Washington,

1125, July 18, 8 p, my (SECTION TWO)

Bonnet-added that in splte of the visit of the
French Minister in Praha, who was here last week end
he had not much new light on the situation, The French
Minister belleved that Benes would go far in his conces-
sions of local adminlstrative autonomy and expected the
Czechoslovak Govermment to have its proposals in final
form on July 22nd, ;

Bonnet sald that he had other information which -
indicated that the concessions which would be offered
by the Czechoslovak Government would be altogether
insufficient to appease even temporarily the Sudeten
and that their - publication might result in serious dis-
turbances among the Sudeten population., HE feared that
the Czechs would put down such disturbances by force,
that many Sudeten would be killed and that Hitler would
march across the frontier,

Bonnet added that hé had Instructed the French

Miniater
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IMS 2=No, 1125, July 18, 8 p, Ms, SECe 2, from Paris,

Minlster to say to Benes 1mmEdiataly.on his return to i
Praha that he hoped Benes realized fully that the one
country whiech could gain néething from general Eurcpean
war at the present time was Czechoslovakia since whiche
EVEr side might win no statesman would ever again be so
idlotic as to put togetheér a state even faintly resembling

Czechoslovakia in its present form.

BULLITT
EMB :ROW
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to o rmrone (D) Dated July 18,. 1932
: Ree'd 8:30 pem,
Secretory of 3tate
fashinzton

1125, July 18, 8 p.m. (SECTIOF THREZE)

‘'altcr Lipmon who has just returned from Proha wheps
he had a cupvsrs:tidn of two hours with Benes is most
pescimistic, HE i3 ineclined to believe that the dispute ig
unsolvable' since the Czechs will not offer the Sudeten
enything but 2 permanent status ag nn inferior minority and

the Sudeten will not nccept any such statua.

By /294092

Lipman said that Benes scemed fully prepared to~frer
the eventuality of war and had stated he woa eertain the
Soviet Union would enter the war at oncec, bembard Grrman
cities and march an army to Czechoslovakia across Rumonia,

(Incidentally Bonnet snid to me today that he wes not at 211

‘certoin that ﬁﬁaain would moreh or even send airploncs).,

Lipmen sgid that Benes hod indieated that if the Sudeter

should re jecct the Czechosloval proposals and should astart

physical manifestations they would be put down by force, 2 1
Lipmen clao asserted thot Bencs had gaild that under these 9
eircumstances German troops probably wuld cross the frontis
—-
iy

isr end occupy the Sudeten portions of Czechoslovokis and
then propoae pecee,
As 1 indicoted to the Dencrtment in my 1104 Jul- 13,

»

. R T



CA -=2-=1125 from Paris Section 3..

4 pem,, the feverish preporations which the Germans are
mnﬁ-lng to develop o line of fortifications from the North
Sea to the Swiss border which includes o development in
depth of the present Slegfried line continue to inerecse
a:ppr:hcnninn in the French Govermment ond army that Hitler
will usoe ony large incident in the Sudeten regions as the
oignal for crogsing the Czechoslovakia border,

(EI'D OF HESSAGE)
BULLITT

EMB ROYI
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Thls message must be ‘?\_\ Paris ‘%

closely’ peraphrased be= ﬁiJl
fore being communicated { Dated July 22, 1938

to anyone. (D)
¥ Rec?d 2:40 p.m,

Secretary of Statgdl'

JUL 231938
_NOTED

Washington,

1146, July 22,- 65 p.m, (SECTION ONE),
STRICiLy CONTIDEITIAL FOR THE SECRETARY,

e bW L LD Wit e e e e daiad

The visit of the King and Queen and Lord Hali
has 1eft the Prench public with a feeling of security

L62/15"° 1vL

but with Freneh Govermment with a feeling of insccurity
and great nervousness, The latter phenomenon is due to
the 1ine which Halifax took in conversaticns with Daladier,
Bonnet and others,

He was extremely gloomy with regard to the aituation-
in Czechoslovakia and most apprehensive that war micht broak
out, - He reiterated the determination of Great BEritain to
stand by the accords reached in London on April 28th
notably the promise that if Germany should attempnt to
3ettle the Czecheslovak questlon by an act of force
if France therefore should. deelnre war on Germany, En
would support France, = Heg made clear, however, the ex
reluctance of Jrr;t.lr1fnin to be ohii;n” to take this
posltion and Introduced into the discussions a new €lement

which upset the French GovErnment greatlv,
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So nearly as I can gather from conversations with
nearly all members of the French Government Halifax said
that he had no confidence in the genuineness of Benes!
agsertions that he was attempting to do everything possible
to work out a peaceful solution of the problem of the
Sudeten. He belleved on the contrary that the publication
of the Czechoslovak Government!s proposals would result in
an explosion of dlsappointment and anger both in the
Sudeten regions and in Germany. He feared immediate '
riots i1n the Sudeten regions and had reason to believe
that the Sudeten would demand that the democracies should
accord tqQ them the same right of seglf determination which
have been accorded to the Czechs and ctﬁer subject peoples
of Europe by the Treaty of Versailles,

Halifax then went on to say that if the Sudeten
should demand n plebiscite to determine whether or not
they should remain a portion of the Czechoslovak state
or should be joined to Germany and if the Czechoslovak
Government should refuse this demand 1t would be impossible
for the Government of Great Britain to support the position
of the Czechoslovak Government, Great Britain certainly
would not go to war on behalf of Czechoslovakia if Hitler
should act after a refusal of a plebiscite by the Czecho-

slovak Government, Public opinion in Great Britain would

not
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not support a war of the most horritle nature in order to
maintain the dominance of 7,000,000 Czech cver 3,500,000
GErmans, |

Halifax asked what would be the position of the
French Government in case the Sudeten should demand such
a plebiscite, Neither Daladier nor Bonnet was able to
give any very definite answer for the good reason that
public opinion in France would be divided on this issus
and opinion within the govermment 1tself would be divided,
Needless to say if the French army is to undertake an
attack on the heavily fortified position of the Slegfried
line ﬁll France must be united and enthusiastic. in support

of war, (END SECTION ONE),

BULLITT
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Halifax reported to the French Government that
Wiedemann, Hitler's personal aide de camp and companion
at Bsrcﬁtsagardcn, had come to Loridon with a personal
message from Hitler, It was belleved that this message
had been sent over the head of the German Forelgn
office and must be regarded as extremely important,.
Wiedemenn had sald that Hitler ardently desired peace
at the present time. Hls army was gufficiently ready
for him to be able to envisage tHe possibility of war
but he did not desire to plunge Europe into war, HEe
was being pushed hard however to take immediate action
to settle the Czechoslovak question and he ardently
hoped that the British Government would be able -to
bring such pressurt on the Czechoslovak Govermment that
the question could be settled peacefully.

Member of the French Covernment with whom lalifax

Alseussed his conversation with Wiegdemann derived the
Impresalon

L62/1S°TIvL
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impression that Halifax had been impressed greatly
by Wiedemann's description of Hitler's desire for
DEACE,.

It was finally decided thnt.hoth England and France
once more should bring pressurc on Benes to compel him
to increase the concessions which he 1s contemplating
making to the Sudeten. In particular the French
'Government believes that the British Government will
infurm Benes that if the Czechoslovak Government should
bE unable to make sufficlent conccésinns to satisfy the
Sudeten and if the Sudeten should demand a pleblscite
Great Britain would not oppose such a plebiscite and
would certainly not go to war in support of Czechoslovakia
if the Czechoslovak Government should refuse to Erght
such a pleblisclte,

I have informed the Department repeatedly with
regard to the advice which the French Govermment has
glven Benes during the past two months, éEnss haa not
YEE communicated to the Freneh Government the text of
the proposals he Exptcfs to make and the French Governe.
ment 18 about to demand the text immedintely. Owing to

the quasi alllance between France and Czechosldvakin
i 1t
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it 18 impossible for the French Government to take as
strong n position as the British untll 1t has been
able to judge from the text that the concesslons to be
of fered to the Sudeten will be inadequates The
Czechoslovak Government will however be Informed that |
if the Sudeten should demand a pleblsclte and if
Great Britain should mnke it clear that refusal of
such n plebisclte would result in the withdrawal of
British support In case nf_wﬁr the positlon of the
French Govermment would become most doubtful,

In point of fact this diplomatic statement 1s
entirely accurate, Bonnet, Chautemps and others,
EVEN rEnpcﬁsiblc permanent officlals of the Qual 4!
Orsay, believe that France should not support Czecho=
glovakia if thE Czechoslovak Government should refuse a
plebiscite, On the other hand Mandel, Herriot and
Paul Reynaud would andvocate support of Benes' refusal
to grant o plebiscite, Daladier remains uncertain but
at the moment would probably be on the side of thosE

advocating support of Benes' refusal, (END TWO)

BULLITT
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The ExXEreme nervousness among members of the
French Goverrment resulting from Halifax'!s state-
ments with regard to a possible plebisclte in the
Sudeten reglons was accentuated this morning by the
arrival of Francols Poncet in Paris with gloomy pre-
dictions as to Hitler!s intention to seek an imme-
diate solution of the Czechoalovak question,

The present estimate of the French Govermment,
wilth regard to posslibllities if war should come be=-
thtn Germany on the one hand and France, England ]
and Czechoslovakla on the other hand, 1s that Poland
and Rumania would declare thelr neutrality; that the
Sovliet Unlon would ask the French Government what
action the French Goverrment deslired 1t to takeg
pointing out that if the Soviet armies were to
attempt %o eross eElther Poland or Rumanla to support
Czechoslovakia both Poland and Rumania would declare
war against the Soviet Unlony and inquiring whether

oy

L62/1S°1¥L
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or not, under the circumstances, Prance would not
prefer to have the Soviet Union remain neutral. It
i1s believed that if the Soviet Unian should remain
neutral both Poland and Rurania, in the course of
time, would enter the war on the side of France and
Englond, It is bellieved that Italy would remain
neutral for a considerable period waiting to rush
to the rescue of the victor,

Hatifax saild to Daladier and Bonnet that he no
longer had any idea what Mussolini was up to. He
Expressed the opinion that the Spanish war waﬁld not
come to an early conclusion but would drag on fop
many months, (This opinion incidentally is econfirmed
by the reports of two distingulshed officers of the
French General Stoff who have investignted recently
the rmilitary situntion on the Government side in Spnin,
They returned with the opinion that the Governrient
troops would continue to resist the assaults of
Froncots army, rttfzﬁting step by step, and that the
cost in both men and material to Franco would be so
great that he could not hope for Early victory.

French reports :n the lﬁtsat frontler dispute
between the Scviet Union and Japan indleate that the

inelident
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incident 1s not expected to result in war but ts to
bE classlfled with the long series of frontier in-
cldents which have troubled relations between Japan
and the Soviet Union for many yEeEars,

In all the foregoing you will have observed that
there is no mention of the desire of France rer
reasons of prestige or ultimate national defense to
maintain the traditicnal power of France in central
and eEnstern Eurcpe, This fnctor is somewhat sur=
prisingly absent from nll current discussicna and
al least fer the mornent the French seem to have
accepted the fact that thelr traditional pclicy 1is
no longer in anccord with the physical facts of their
relative population or their relative military and
Economic strength, There hns begen of late a gradual
evolution in the French point of view with repard te
thlis matter and the cpinion is inereasing in strencth
dally thnt France. shculd be content to 1ive 1in
securlty behind her cwn fepbifieations and maintain
her present coloninl empire, Teday the eontrelling
factor, if, France should go to war on behalf
Czechaslovakia, would be the point of natlonal
honor invelved by the Froneco=Czeoh trenty

Bennet
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Bonnet, before leaving Porls this merning with
the King and Queen, sald to me that he would like to
SEE mE tomorrow afterncon, I shall report his further

coments immediately, (END OF MESSAGE).

BULLITT
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Bonnet sald to

had stated officlally to ChE ‘erman and Czecheos!

0S/29" 409L

Goverrments that the Brlitl OV EPIME? 1] e gl

to tender 1ts good offlcE r-the purpos i i1

a sEttlement by agreement f i spute bE E
Czechoslovak Governments with T '

Jerman and Cz

Sudeten reglons of szEchoslovakiae

Bonnet added that the German Governuen
welcomed thls propescl but that the Czeche ]
Government was reluctant ccepte

Osusky, the Czechoslovdk Ninlster in Paris,

11ed on him yesterday afternoon hE
Czechoslovak Government did not wish tor K ¥

with regard to

1

-
Q
-

iecisl
consulting the French Government, Bonnet sald that

he had advised the Czechoslovak JoveErnment to nccEpPT
the proposal and had snld that the French Government

supported

g [mug'p%ﬁgo
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suppﬁrt:d fully this British initlative.

Bonnet said that he had as yet no information
as to whether his advice fo the Czechoslovak
Government would be followed,

In any case he felt that this British proposal
would turn out advantageously for France. If the
Czechs should refuse British m:?iation the British
thcﬁ would make ‘it clear that they were not p;fpurzd
to go to war in order to maintain the dominance of
seven million Czechs over three million and a half
Germans, It would then be possible for France to
take a similar attitude, In case the Czechs ﬁhnuld
aceept thsrf would be n possibility of a settlement
nof the dispute. At -least the BPritish would be fully
involved in the question of the Sudeten reglons of
€zecheslovakia and Fronce would be certaln of British
support if the worst should come,

In further dlscussion of the anﬁtiﬂn of European
pence Bonnet displayed more optimiam than he has
evinced for many weeka,

BULLITT
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