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Fonnet sald to me today he believed that so long as
Runcimen shovld remain in Praha there would be no dangerous

flare up in the dispute between Czechoslovakia and GeErmany,

Y¥S/29° 409L

He had had a number of indications recently that Germany

was inclined to estatlish better relations with France,

The Germens had bEen most cordial to Alphand, Director of

Cormercial Accords, who had visited Berlin lagt week and

had becn moat conciliatory throuzhout thr negotiationa.
Bonnet added that he felt the

a better settlement of the Austrion deot than England had

“wl

vem able 50 obtzin and they had added man complimentary
f a o
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DEPARTMENT OF STAIL

Rec'd 9:15 a,m,, Aug, 6

This telesram must be Paris
closcly paraphrased bee .
fore vein’s communicaced : Dated August 5, 1938
to anyone, (D) - ; ;

Secretary of State,
‘Washington,

1228, August 5, 11 peme (SECTICN TWO).

Alphand had derived the impression from his conversa-
tions in Berlin that the Germans werc beginning to realize
that they could not stand ‘the pace of rearmament any better
than any other nation and that if rearmament should 50 on
at the present rate geEneral ruin ?nuld be produced which
could btenefit only the Bolsheviks, He felt therefore tlint
the Cermons ﬁi;ht be. about ready to discuss disormament
seriouvsly,

T asked Bonnet if he had undertoken cny dircet neso-
tiatiors w th-Germany on the subjeet of disormament, He
replied that ke had not, It was most difficult to deal
with Hitlcr because ifitler refuscd consiastently to receive
Ambnnu;dors ond in addition wea not friendly toe Froncols-
Poncet, For the moment thercfore there was ¢ definite
improvement in the ctmosphere "ut nothin: concrete of
conatructive noture, \F.‘-onnri. gold thet R had juast .been
informed that within the next two or threr doys the Franco

GovErnment




2= No, 1228, August 5, from Poris,

Governmment would accept the proposal of the London cummi;t::
for nonintervention wiﬁ% regard to withdrawal of volunteers
and if his informntion should prove to be correct thig

wo-ld be an additioncl step in the dircctlun of pedce,

He had 2lso beEen informed by the French representative in
the Franco portion of Spninfthnt the civiliacn population

in the Tranco areas was beginning, to be thoroughly tired

: of war, HE hoped thot"a moment mizht arrive in the come

» paratively near fufurc when it mizht be poqaibls to proposc

medis tion and have the proposal aecepted,

BULLITT
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Secretary of 3tate,

Washington,

1228, Auzust 5, 11 p.m, (SECTION THREE),

Bonnet said that the Sovint'hmhaasador had called on
him this morning and had read him a lecture from Moscow
on the subject of Runciman’s visit to Czechoslovakia,
saylng that the Soviet Government disapproved heartily of
the French Government's endorsement of Runciman's visit,

Bonnet sald that he had replicd that thEPE_Gﬂulﬂ bE
three poas}bls developments of Runciman's visit,

First, Runciman could achieve an agr}smtnt between
Benes and the Sudeten, In that case the Sovirt Covernment
would be satisfied. To this Souritz assented,

The aeaahd possible result might be that the Czechs
would accept Runciman's prapoaals‘and the Sudeten would
refuse them in which case the full weight of England!s
1nf1uEn;E would be brought to hear againat the Sudeten and ?
Germany, : i

The third hypothesis was thot the Sudeten might accept
Runcimars proposals but that Benes might reject them, He

e - . did
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2= No,1228, August 5, from Parlis,

did not wish to conceal from the Soviet Government thet
this wouvld plﬁaz the Czechs in a very bad position not
only vis a vis world opinion but particularly vis a vis

¢

both England and France, In conclusion he reminded the
Soviet Ambossador that the Soviet Govermment was conducting
1taglf with extreme discretion in repelling a Japanese ine
vasion of what the Soviet Govermment inslcted was Soviet

soll,

BULLITT
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Bonnet then went on to -develop hls views with

to the Far East, He does not

 a
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ML =2« Paris Aug, §, 1938 Rec'd 9:50 a,m, 6th #1228
SEC.d

gituation in China Bonnet sald that he felt that assiste
ance to China in the forms of loans or credits could be

given by England, France and the United States without

the slightest danger of hostile action by Japan, Japan

was now so thoroughly engaged in China that she could

not risk hostilities with England, France or the United
States with Russia waiting to pounces Bonnet relterated
his hope that 1t might be possible for England, France and
the United States simultaneously, though not jointly, to
Extend credits to the Chlnese Government, SEE my telegrom
Nos 1077 of July 7, noon, (END OF MESSAGE)

BULLITT
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STRLGL L, VURELDLNL LaL FOR . THE BEGRETHRI.

Bonnet said to ™ME tcday that he had no definite .
-cnnclusinns-with rsgnrd to the dEvsloannt of "the Gernane
Gzzchmslovak dispute. Hitler had rsc:ivad General |
'Vuillsmin accorpani ed ﬁy Francols Pcncet for a conv:raation
of an hour and o half todaye The Quai d'ﬂrsay had not yet
reczivzd a report on the Gonvtrsmtian but 5. was unqu:ation- :
ubl:.thut‘ths Germans were doing everything tha; could to
. produce the rost favorable impression on ?uiilsmin.

On the other hand the figures of th£1FpEﬁch General
Staff of this morning showed that one and a half million
- Germans WEre now under armse Furthermore a very large
quantity of Canadian wheat had Just been bought by : (
Germany ong half for delivery on September 15th and one
half for delivery on October lste Moreover notor trucka,nnd

- even flocks hnd been requisitioned in many parts of

-

- GErmanys ' : 3
'(END SECTION ONE)
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This telegram rmust bg ——m PARIS

closgly pardphrased bege
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to anyone (D) :
Rec'd 6 IOE_ Pelle
Secretary of State. i
Washington :

1304, fLugust 18, B peme (SECTION TWO)

The Germans were continuing to say to French officials
in Germany that these wsfs not warlike preparations, The
truth was they were merely preparations for Ware

Runcinman had not as yet got to grips with the Czecho=
310vak'problcm; and he fElﬁ that the nost important thing
now wns that Runciman should not be permitted to leave
Praoha without naking some definite recormendations, He
8tl1ll felt that an extremely crificnl roment would comke
in the month of September but at bottom he did not
believe that Germany weuld risk war this aunmEr or

auturm,

Bonnet.asked me 1f I had any information with regard
to a serious difference of opinion between Chamberlain
and Hnllfnxe HE added that he did not believe the reEport,

In conclusion Bonnet said that a factor of the
greatest importance in Germany's hesitation to strike
was apprehension that the United States might be dravm
into ware, The utterances and private conversations of
the President, the Secretary of Stnte and other leading

Nembers of our government were of vital irpertance at

the present tinme,

Bonnet

S/28° 409L
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2«#1304 From Paris August 15' B peMe

Bonngtsaid that the British representative had not

yeEt furnished hin with a copy of Franco's reply to the
proposal of the London cormittee for non=interventions

He hod been informed nerely that the reply was very longy
v:ry'ccnfuazd, ar:d contalned many reservations,

END OF MESS.\GE,.

BJLLITT
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1350, August 26, 4 PaBle B@UG 27 1938
grorerIst SOwriviiTzLlL DEPARTM STATE

=

Massigll said to us this morning that developments
in the Czechosloval situation were of a disquieting
naturs, A few days ago the German Minlsters at Bucharest
and at Bled had stated categorically to the Rumanian
and Yugoslav Governments that 1f the Czechoslovak
problem was not aolved ong hundred per cent in accordance
wiEh demands of the Sudeten Germans the German Government
would intervene, These declarations’ coupled with the
furiovs attitude of foer‘ng when informed by Vuillemin
that France would go to Czechoslovakia's alid in case the
latter were attacked by Germany, as well as Goering's
gef forts to persuade Vuillc<nin that 1f a conflict should
take place it would be ths Czechoslovaks who had provoked
1t and therefore the Frinch promise of aid would not have
to be fulfilled, make 1t arpear that the German GovErn=
ment may have decided to settle the Czechoslovak question

i, b!
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Pnge 2, #1350 from Parls

by foroe at an early datey CEertainly the German GovErmn=

ment is attempting to produce that impression,

Massiglil sald that the new difficultlies which had
arisen regarding the Spanish problem as a result of
Franco's reply were closely- linked with the Czechoslovak

situation, (END SECTION ONE)

BULLITT
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DIVISION OF
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AUG 27 1938

DEPARTMENT OF S1AIL

3ecretary of thtE,

Washin=zton,

1350, Au-st 26, 4 p, ms (SECTICN

The French Go#:rnmsnt hed eautlientic information that
Franco's ori~inal intention had been to reply in a more
favorable sense but that his reply had been nlt!‘r:id upon

the inaiatence of the German and Italian Governments,

209/29° 4008,

Tre Toreisn Office's information i3 that while the
army leaders in Zermany are opposed to riskinz armcd
intervention in Czechoslovakia the party heads are
strorzly in favor of such a move professing to believe
tlhat Great Zritain and France are bluffinz and thnt‘whfn
it comes to a showdown they will not go to the asupport
of Czechoslovaltia, Mitler is hesitating and reserving
his decision, lasoigll said that thr problem of Ewropecan

peact depeda upon Great Britain and France being able to

convinee "itlcr that they are in dendly earnest and will
in fact po at once to the assistaince of Czechoslovakin
g |y P

if the latter ghould be attacked, The FPremch Covernment

vet know vhat 3imon will say in his speech

i does not an
. 5 tomorrow




2-#1360, From Paris, Aug.26,4p.m.
(Sec. Two)

tomorrow but !lassigli states that it 1is not so much

what is said in public addresscs which must necessarily

be of no g;n:rnl character as what can bE said directly

by the British novermment to Yitler that may be declaive
in deterring the latter from castinz Europe into war next

mont.h.

(E¥D "ESIAGE)
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1355, August 26, midnight. (SECTION me}

STTIGILL CONTIDITIAL . POR THE SECRETARY,

I discussed the general situation with Eoﬁnct this
afternoon, He had beEen most 1mprssézd by .the cnnﬁzﬁsﬁ—
tions of the German Ministers in Bucharest and Bled with
the Rumanian and Yugoslav Governments (reported in my

1350, August 26, 4 pems) and said that they seemed to --\
| A
indicate that Germany really intendsd to use force //X,J %

L
L

agalnst Czechoslovakia in the near future.

I asked him if he did not feel that a contrary

I8
R
3
3

gest L .

1ntErprEtation was pusaiblt, to wit: that thE GErman
Government desired to punvinnz the governments of Euro
that they would use force against Czechoslovakia in =
order that they might get from Czechoslovakia all the ;J
concessions they desired without fighting. He sald t :
this also was a possible interpretation but that he fhzgi
gd that if Germany should begin to take active MEASUrES
which ipnk:d 1like preparations for immediate war agalnst

Czechoflovakia the Czechs -would strike, He sald that the



Czechs were In n very exei

would not take great provocat

set Czech alrplanes in motlon,

END SECTION ONE OF SIX.
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fore being communicated Dated August 26, 1838
to anyone, (D)
Recld 9:20 a,ms 27th
Segeretary of State,

Washingtone

1355, August 26, midnight (SECTION TWO)

He said that the Czech Government had informed the
French Government that 1t intended to introduce at once
three year militery service, He added that he had advised
the Czech Government nﬂt'to do thisjy but merely to keep
under arms the present class which would be released
from the army notmally in the month of September, HEe
sald that he believed the Czechs would follow his

advice,

He read to me the report which he received today
;n Runciman's latest negotiations in Praha, This dealt
gspecially with Runciman's conversation with Henleln.
Runeiman reported that Henlein had been amiable but
adamante Henleln had sald that he was entirely prepared
to accept a settlement of the Sudeten question within
the bounds of the Czechoslovak Statees But had inslsted
that unlesa the Czech Government should restore to
Sudeten Germans at once all posts which-have been taken
away from Sudeten Germans and should withdraw the Czech

] gendarmerle




F8 2=No, 1355, August 26 from Paris (SECTICN TWO)

gendarmerie from the Sudeten areas he would not be able
to restrain the mounting anger and excitement of the
Sudeten populations. Henlein added that a solution
satisfactory tec the sudctan must be found before the
cold weather set in, The _economic misery of the Sudeten
populations owinrg to unemployment was so great and would
be so augmented by the on=set of winter that a revolt of
the Sudeten would be certain, .

Bonnet added that he was continuing to say to the
English that he considered that Runciman should not
hurry his work. It was most valuable to have him 1in
Praha for the purpvose of information,

(END SECTION TWO)

FPEG sHFD BULLITT
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This telegram must be Paris

closely paraphrased be=-

fore being comunlicated Dated. August 26,1938

to anyonee (D) :
Ree'd 9:45 a.me 27th

Secretary of State,

Washington,

1355, August 26, midnight (SECTION THREE)
It was most valuable to have him in Praha in order to
negotiate between the Sudeten and the Czechoslovak
Government, ~If he should be able to bring about a
settlement by negotlation so much th:.bsttsr. If not,
1t was absolutely essential that he should declare
publicly his opinion with regard to a just settlement

¢
of this dispute,

Bonnet sald that if Runciman should declare hils

opinion the French Government would be gulded in 1ts
actions by his opinion, whatever the opinion might be,
If Runciman's opinion should be rejected by the Czecho=
slovak Government the French and British Governments
would refuse to support the Czechoslovak Government by
foree of arms, If on the other hand Runciman's opinicn
should bt rejected by the Sudeten the British and French
Governments would support the Czechoslovak Government
by 'force of arms, Iﬁ casﬁ Runciman should Express no

opinion and simply go home with the statement that his

mission




"Fs-.”;~zﬁﬂa;-1555;ihusustﬁzé :rcm"PaﬁisfisﬁéTiﬁn‘fﬁastl )
jlmissinn had bEEn a failurs war cnuld ba Expgutzd-alﬁoat
.'at oncs. e ; | . : .

. Bonn:t then sald to. me ‘that ne was much disturh;d

,.: ¥ the poaition which the Poles wzrz taking at thE
.Iprzscnt timE. Thzy wsre aating as 1f thzy dzuirsd

:nothing hsttzr than thE diaintsgratinn ‘of Gzzchosluuakiu

s whieh would Enablz them tc rsgain thz Tzschzn diatrict. i
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Rec'd 10 a, ms 27ths

Secretary of State,

Washington,

1355, August 26, midnight. (SECTION FOUR)

He sald that he had tried to point out to the
Polich Ambassador in Parls how dangerous the dis-
intzgeation of Gzachoaiovmkia would be for Poland but
had been able to make no:impression,

From the source, which when I was Ambassadcrhin
Moscow I always found to be the most accurate and the
best informed, I received word a few days ago that
the Soviet Government had prepared to the last detail
a plan to march to the ald of Czechoslovakia across
Poland, Thls source alleged that the Soviet Govern=-
ment had gone o far as to inquire officially of the
french Covermment whether the French Government would
be oblipged to support the Polish Covernment in case
the Russian Army should erocss Polish z0ll to support

Czechoslovakla,



2=-#1355, From Parls, Aug.26,midnight
(Secs Four)

I'asked Bonnet i1f 1t .were true that the Soviet
Government had approached him with any such request for
information, He replied that the Soviet CGovernment
had, I then said that the exact statement made to me
was that the Russian Government had put the puestion
in this way: that in case Germany should invade
1

ana

Polish troops should occupy the Teschen district,

would Prance beE obliged to support Polend? Bonnet

replicd that this was exactly the form in which the
inquiry had come to him and he had replied that clearly
the French Government would have no obliratisr whatso=
EVEr to support Poland,

(END SECTION FOUR)
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to anyone, (D)
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Secretary of State,

Washington,

1355, August 26, midnight (SECTION FIVE)
Bonnet went further and sald that recent conversa=
tions between the French and Russian Governments led him

to belleve that if Germany should enter Czechoslovakia

|
the first additional war to start would bt war between

the Soviet Union and Poland,

He said that this of course filled him with
{mmense disquiet, He was not at all sure that in such
an eventuality Rumania would not support FPoland and
declare war on thé Soviet Union, The result would be
that France's three allies would be fighting each other
and France and England would be 1left alone to face the
attack of Germany and ltaly.

I said that under-these circumstances 1t seemed to
me that a certain hesitation on the part of the Poles
was comprehensible,

I then asked Bonnet if he had any information with
regard to the situation in Hungary., He said that he
had much informetion as to the development of the Nazi

moveEment




moveEment in Hungary but none indicating anvy danger

on Immedinte instollation of a Nazi Government

¥ Hun

garye It was possible of course that 1T Hitler

Felt certain he would soon have Hungarvy in the Nazi

camp he€ would not attaek Czechoslovokin in September,




REB 1—is00

This telegram must be

closely paraphrased bfw PARIS

fore being commnigated * Sl :
to anyone, (D) Dated August- 28,” 1938

Rec'd 10:15 a. m. 27th.

Seeretary of State,

Washington.

1355, August 26, midnight. (SECTION SIX)

The e¢risis which he expected for September might therefore
be averted temporarily but 1f Hitler's hupté wlth regard to
Hungary should prove to be true the position of Czechoslo=-
vaklia would beccme totally impossible in the latter months
of this year.

Bonnet sald that the French and Brltish Governments
had decided to treat Franco's reply calmly and to attempt
to continue negotiations with him. It was obvious that
Hitler wanted the conflict of the powers over Spaln to be
at fever heat during the month of September. The Soviet
Government had Informed the British and French Governments
that 1t deaired to break off all econtact with Franeo and
end the work of the Committee of lonintervention. The
British and the French felt that it was wiaer to temporize
until the Czeeh erisla should have reached one or another
solution,

Bonnet




midnight.

‘"Bonnet added that there had been no improvement

whatsoever in the relations between France and Italy.

(END MESSAGE)
BULLITT
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The Honorable
o
The Secretary of State, e
Washington, D.C. 0. F
2 O
)
Sir: e

T have the honor to report hereinafter, as of possible
interest, statements made to the Counselor of the Embassy
by the Hungarian Chargé d'Affaires relating to a conversa-
tion between the latter and the German Ambassador in
Paris:

Count von Welczeck hed said to Ii. de Lukécs that he
was greatly concerned over the Bzuohﬂ&lnvak_a%ﬁyntion;

that he was convinced that if trouble broke out there

______ 2 e MAemanhmsalsrvalr Frontiar.



m-mt.. and was contimuing to report to it in this
sense. What added to the Ambassador's concern, 80O he said,
was the fact that in Germany there are people of influence
who do not believe that France would march end believe that
France and England are, ‘in the last analysis, bluffing.
Count von Welczeck went on to say that his govermment
was greatly worried over the extent of anti-Nazi sentiment
in the United States. If the extent and depth of anti-Nazi
feeling in foreign countries could be represented by figures,
seid the Ambassador, and the figure 1 were taken for France,
in Great Britain the figure would be 2, and in the United
States 4.
\ Respectfully yours,

‘For the mbnuaadhr :

Counselor of Embassy

In triplicate.

ECW/FP
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Secretary of State, DIVISION OF
EUROPEAN AFFAINS ﬂ”’

AUG 31 1935
m
1360, fuzust 30, 5 De My i'b.l BEP&ITIEH?HSTML

]

Washinzton,

Converasations this morning with Fnrﬁign Office offl-
cials indicate a somewhat less pessimistic feeling than

last week rezarding the Czechoslovak situation. The

~
)]
C
i
2)
e
~
9
L\
Loy

_reason for this is the belief that Simon's speech has
had a wholtsome effect on the German authorities and
the hope that Hendersen's instructions when he returns
to Berlin will place him in a position to reinforce this
effect.

It 13 interesting to note that French opinion has
bEen quite calm of late in the face of the many alarming -2
reports that have come out of central Europe. Hitler's §§
visit to t' € bridge head at Kehl yesterday failed to
cause any commotion., If ao is bzlizvcg in many quarters
one of the reasons for the warlike preparations across the

Rhine kas “een to 1ntimﬁdat: the French and break th:;r

nerve this purpose has signally failed of achievement,
Wie




2-:11368, From Paris, Aug,3C,5p.m.

vfe were told at the Foreign Cffiecc that in addition
to the soundings which the German Government had made
at Fled and “ucharest regarding possible German inter-
vention in Czechoslovakia a similar demarche was made
ot Moscow., Our informant said that Litvinoff replied
to the German represenbative by anggesting that it would
be well for Cermany to proceed coutiously: that if

Germany intervened in Czechoslevaliia France would imme-

diately march and would be aunscrted by Grtat.ﬂritain

and thot NMuisia would also immedintely go to the
acasistasce of Czechoslovakia,

Copies to Berlin, Preha,
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Szardtnry'ﬁf ant;'/

The- Dspurtmsnt hag undoubt:dlr alraudr htEn

929/729 409

informzd by . our: L:gﬂtipn.in Prahﬂ with regord tn th:
liatest prnposal of the czach ‘Government to th; Sud:t;ﬁ.

This proposal I am 1nrurmcd'b3 Osuéky, Czech:

{7
m
C

Minfater in Paris and by members of ' the French
Govermment provides for the division of Cz:nhnﬂlovakiﬁ
into twenty-three separate cantons, - There wauld be .
nt least three Sudeten cantons adjacent to the German
frontier and another Sudeten Canton'alaawharg. The
Czech Government hans further proposed that.tht prefects
[a} thEE‘bintéﬂﬁ should not hE.nppﬂiﬁfEd by the centrgl
Covernment but should: be elected by the tlectors of -the
ehnton concerned,
The Sudeten lenders haove accepted this’ proposal
"'as a hasis rnr 11.ou"*16n1 Oousky informed me today
that digeussions of 1t ‘would begin hnéxy in Praha and:.
that the ﬂzéch ﬂmvﬁrnﬁtnf belleved that the definite

\ \ ¥ reply




-2= #1370, August 30, 6 p.ms, from Paris,

reply of the Sudetens would be forthecoming within a

week,

End Section Oneg,

BULLITT

WIC :DDK z




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

REB 110

This telegram must be :

¢losely paraphrased be= PARIS

fore being communicated

to anyone, (D) . Dated August 30, 1938

Ree'd 3:20 ps m,
!

Secretary of State,

Washington,

1370, August 30, € pe me (SECTION TWO)

Csusky sald that the view aEtths Czechoslovak Govern=-
ment with regard to the German mobilizatlon and with
regard to the demarche of the German Ambassador in Moscow
"and the German Ministers in Bled and Bucharest waslthat
these acts"did not indicate a decision of the German

Government to go to war but were to be regarded rather

929/29 *409L

as attempts to intimidate the friends of Czechoslovakia,

n3as

He went on to say == and the same view has DEEn expressed

to me by several members of the French Cabinet and by

c

Blum =- that the danger was that Germany would carry
her indications of an intention to start war so far that
the German peopleé would become unbearably excited and
that an intense excltement would seize the Czechoslovak
army as well,

Osusky as well as all members of the French Governe=
ment with whom I have talked recently consider that the

1
Hungarian factor alluded to in my telegrams numbers 1349
of
“




2=#1370, From Paris, Aug.30,6peMm.

(Secy Two)

of August 26, 3 p, m,, and 1355 of August 256, midnight
continues to bulk in Hitler's calculations., The present
French view sgeems to be therefore that while the German

moblllzation and attendant gestures de not indicate

definite Intention to begin war at once it i3 wise in

the clrcumatancea to act as 1f war were about to bEgin,

{ END MESSAGE)

BULLITT
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T Thie tzl:gr‘p must
closely paraphrased
- fore being communicated

to anyone, (D)

Jo. Nitﬂl‘? of State,

7l ‘fu'ashingﬁoﬁ'.

‘Dated Auguat 31, 1933
Rsn'd 1:55 Pems "

e L e e e e i

372, August. 31, 3 pem,

Thzcson ’:’.‘TF:’"IT"“‘""AL FOR THE SECRETARY al
"I talked vith Donnet last night. He sald tha %.4
Hriti"h Fn?zrﬂmznt had decided ytstarday afternoon un Eﬁi
give PEndEbson, British Ambassador to Berlin, an | fﬂ
instruction to be rend to the German Guvsﬁnnznt 1n which Eﬁi
1t would bk made entirely clear that if German tPGOpﬂ ; [qli
- should cross the Gécuhoslcvnk fronticr and Franﬂz '?}
*hould go to war ngalnst ﬁErmm;; England would go 3
to war on the side of Ftancz. s
Bonnet is still ineclined to believe that.the
213 precsent German preparatlons for war and demonstrations 3
of 2 readiness Lo go to war are to be regarded as part E;

of an effort to intimidate the friends of Czechoslovakia

nd to obtain a settlement of the Sudcten qutétion

rerjuepguo)

satlaslnctory to Hitler by n gignntic bluff rather than

by ware

Guy




ol #1372, August 31, 3 pem., from Paris,

Guy la Chambre um,m fa:- Alr who was ﬂth us

pointed out howtv:r that 11:14 pr:s:nt mnbilizutiun

in Gzrmnny of onk million zight hundrzd thnuaﬁnd mEN
is 30 :xp:nsivs that 1t is’ hnrd to believe that:
G:rmnnx is maoking sunh a colosanl expenditur: siﬂplj
for th: PUrpose cf bncking up a diplnmﬂtic ManEuveEr,

Bonnet. lald grcnt stress on the foctor of Pﬂlnnd
: fin the present siltustion.. He sald that if any

rssponsiblc statesman 1n Poland shculd express himaelf - -
in such terms ;v you and the Er:sidznt hr‘ Exnrzﬁﬂcd -
yourselves hE balisvcd th:r:_goula he no risk of
Germony starting wor, He sold thot his chief nightmare
at the moment Uns the prospect }htt if the Soviet
Union should attempt to send an-aormy to the auwﬁnrt of
.Caechnslévnkiq, Rumania and Poland would Yeth declare
war on the Soviet Union, Heo went on to say that he
felt certain from his mnstlchcnt conversations with
thE:RuESiﬂHH that the Soviet Union-net only would give
1 pledge to Poland not to attewpt to eross Pollsh
th;fitory under.any clreumsianeces but #lso vould be
preparcd to supply arms, <ind smmunition and. other

Wl m“nfrlwln to Poland Af -Poland Lnu]d sunport

' Czechoslovakin neklvelve (END SECTION ONE),

"WIC s HTH




TELEGRAM RECEIVED
REB

This telegram must bDE
¢closely paraphrased be- FROM PARIS

fore being communicated :
to anyone. (D) Dated August 31, 1938

Rec'd 3:45 pe m.

Sgeretary of State,

Washington,.

1372, Augist 31, 3 pe me - (SECTION TWO)

He sald that he realized that the Poles would be
entirely justified in considering worthless any promises
made by the Soviet Union not to enter Polish territory
but hoped something might be dong if the Soviet Union
should actually hand over war materials, At the present
time 1t was clear that Poland and Rumania would do
everything possible to remaln neutral as long as
possible,  This meant that ald from the Soviet Union
could not reach Czechoslovakia except in the form of
airplanes, .

The opinion of the French Minister for Air with
regard to the Soviet alr force was that the ablest (e |
Soviet dasignzra and constructors of plants as Well as
shop foremen had been killed in the recent "purges” t:
and that the quality of the Soviet planes was d:arznsingr*

Bonnet sald that he oconsidered the latest Czech ;

proposals




2-#1372, From Paris, Aug.El,Ep.m;-

" proposals reported in my Nos 1370 of August 30, 6 Pe M

to divide Gzzchnalovaﬁin into 23 cantons and permit
gach canton to elect its own ﬁrzfect was ‘a most
1mpcrtﬁnt cona:ﬁaion. Hg did not have much -hope that
1t would be accepted by the Sudeten but :z1t that it
would afford Runciman a good basis on which to continue
_his negotiations,

. In conclusion Bonnet said that 1f 1t should be
pnssiﬁl: to get through' the month of September without

war as a result of some sort of a temporary compromise

October an intense effort to reach agreement between

Frandz and GeErmany. :

IrkEfnzral'Franc: remains calm and unconvinced that
war 1s inevitable, Members of the Government and the-
military are alert and ready for any gventuality. The
pzoﬁl: of France outside Government cirélaa are still
enjoying happ{iy the sumﬁtr holidays,.

(END MESSAGE) :
BULLITT




This telegram uunt be g e T T
closely per#phrased be- FrROM FARIS
fore bging nnnnuninlttd : - By A0

" to anyone, (D) . Dated August 31, 1938

‘Rec'd 4 pe me

Senretary of State,

Wa 5111_1:7!Et ﬂ;ﬂ- N

1374, August 31, 5 ps ms PRl ik 4y
mor E

I talked with Bonnet this. aftzrnﬂon. He was somewhat /

uﬁtimiatic because the German Governmznt has invited
both Herriot and Pietri to aﬁt;nd the Nuremberg Bongr:aé.
Bnnﬁst said that he could not 1mag1ﬁs.that the German
Govzrnm:nt would havs 1nvit:d these ‘two prumincnt French
politicians to Hur:mberg if 1t were thE 1ntsntinn of the
Germans - to launch an attack on Czechoslovakia while the

cnngrtaa'was in progress or immedlately thereafter,

BULLITT
KLP

SSQ/BQfAOQL'
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-'l'.'h.i.n tclc*r:.m maot B o o Doted -‘!:ptmhrr 2, 19@% !
.elosely peranarcsed s -
: before DE:N3 uummunicn T R:cid. 11:30 o, 1,
to cnyone. (D) ) :

Secrctiry of 3tatk,

"mol nstons

1394; ispt:mbzf'z, 2 n. M

-=~m-m pAm mUE GECRITLRY T TYE TRITINEFTY

The 3mitish Amoagsador 3ir Erid Fhippa, - who returned Tron
Lanﬂon léat n14ﬁt, ¢-1led on me. thig mnrnih;.:nd'intr? 284 ol
acid th.t'f:naz snn, ritdloh hr:LJJndcr in- Errlin, had trcﬁ
ingtrueted ©o 1n1cr4 the Grrn“ﬁ "ovErnment. thot the British
Governrcnt hoped the Termon fovernicnt vould be under ro
111u516ns &5 %0 ths h::denin; of n?iti}h putlié opinion
fgrin.t CETTIONY . . . &

t’eizacecker, Undersecretory :of the Cermon Foreisn Cifice,
dined wvath rendercon the ni bt 0 s hrrivel in Berlan and
Henderson :ttamptcﬁ.tn mole eleos to Yeizacgeker uithout

Motly thet . Af Zormonstpoons ashouls enter CzEcho=

‘ne Ppomee alruld deelotf unr oh fermony it tovld

-
[

symag iBle for OGrrot “ritoin to ~vold fizhting: on
" NCE o rizacpeker sodd to Fenderson Bhot he
haved he vouldl sempnt 10t he ko shld to Ribbentrop 3inge

5 4111 crsolukelyaonvanced - kho £ Pread. Prital




L

HID =2« i'o, 1384, Sspttmbzr 2,/ 2 pe m, from Paria~

viould not go  Go-war on th: 4a8ue of. ﬂz:chaalov"kiu. Henderaon
-h*;.d sren b:ntrnp"ﬂt th: lctterto cnunt.r:r plt.-:z yutrrd*‘:r
—and- hed unquzut;anhbly rzpent:d to 11bb:ntrop vhot he bhed goid
to ﬁéizsﬁack:r,_ I

(End Section Ont)

o BIRLETD
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" This telegrwm must be

TELEGRAM RECEIVED

JR 4 D
"~ Paris
¢losely paraphrased be=" From .

fore being communicated _'DatEﬂ.StpttmbEr E,.lﬂEE

to anyone, . (D) ; :
: . Ree'd 1 peie

. Seoretary of State,

Wathn ton.

1584 September 2, 2 p.m. (SECTIC Twcl

. The British Ambassaﬂﬂr went on' to say that 1* was
_Hand;rsur's opinion that-aen; arreement must he reached--
bsforz tke Hurembgrg Gonﬁrtsa'énd that the qizché must
CHE EomnEIlEd fn ofrfr'a cﬂmproﬁiup_ﬁuczptaﬁlc to ‘the
Sudzten and the GErmans-

I 1n¢u1r£d i Hzndtrsnn and Runeiman ﬁiﬂ not
cnnéidzr the latgst prnposnl for division af
czEchoslﬁﬁakiahlnto twenty-three cantons, each c;ﬁtnn-_m
to have the right:to eElect its.cwq_prefzct, anl ¢
acceptable settlement, The-Eritish Ambnssadof replied
that on the contrary Runciman had been most disappointed
by the propéﬁal. Runeiman was findinz 1t extremely
difficult to deal with “enes., Benes would make him
promises of concessions in general terms which would be
. nullified br the wordiné of ‘the proposals,

The ®ritish and French va:rnmsnts today vere’

making intense efforts to persuade Benes to make

further

b7

IIJ--\

3% g¥9/79

oM [317URPTI0D




O

~2= #1384, September 2, 2 p.m, (SECTION TWO) from Paris,

further concessions. If it should be impossible to get
Benes to do this it was cana:i*abls that before the
Nazi Congress Runciman himself would put forward
publicly a proposal for settlement of the dispute.

The British Ambassador sald that Chamberlaln
and the other members of the British Govermment took
an extremely grave view of the present situation.
The chances of preserving peace SEeemed to be about
fifty fifty, If France should go to war on behalf of
Ezach@plﬁVukia after the Czechs had accepted what apreared
to 4@ and world public opinion = just proposal 1t was
ineconceivable that Great Britain should remain out of

the ware (END OF MESSAGE].

BULLITT




This t:izgrm must ‘hl: - Paris

closely paraphrased be='
fore befng communicated Fnulbattd SEptzmb:r G, 19a8

tc angﬁne. {D} a: o
a4 Raa'd 3140 peme

.- Secretary of Stateg, - -

Yashington

1401, Sgptember. G, G Dema it
"PTT. FOR THE SECHETARY.

SJ.- 4..1:-1. i ] -..-x.-:u;-.:.I'-C'e"T‘T I.

‘I have jusr rr.*:.rmtd to Paris f‘r'nw Bord eaux- and

-q:uai d'{)rsqv that m&-;

\ Fhsy have no official informaticn ag to thz detalls nr

havE bEEn informed by the

_nEnzs' lat:st. prnpnsals they bclisva that hc is gnins
; tc the amsolute limit of concessions c o pa‘ri’"lz wi Lh
G?:ch snvtreignty and they are fecling hopt—.rul. :

s I hsd lohg convr.rse.t.inw with Ponnet qf‘iLr H*E

ceremonles at - the Pointe dc-Oravee He was d ‘rﬂ.uclv

n

optimistice He stated that he Had scnt for the (Erman

f
-

Ambasszador in Paris Count Ven Yelezech and had anked

-wim to.pepeat .o measagc from the Prenéh- Covermment to

Hitler personaily, The “erman Amonssador:sald thet hi
would. do.go at-the Hurembers Congrrsss -

The wmeasare was the followings coverrment

o W,

G .- JuapgToD

hal the most profonund desire not only -t




--2- #14-:!1, B:ptmq:r E, _6 p.m., rrom Taris,

--pmcsrul uttlmmt ar t.he Sudf;t::n ﬂiuputs'ﬁ’rﬂan to

' utabid.uh r:nlly' nnrdial nnd f‘r-i.e:nd:l.:r relntlonu '-.'

wii:h sznr_. H‘:vsrth:lus th: Franah Gov:rmunt ’hud
7d:e1a:d that 1f the font nr a German soldisr shnuld '
cross thz czachonlovak frantl:r anu: urnuld go tn war

! ::'at onn: n,ri.th Gemqny. SO

BULLITT.




;TﬁLEéﬁgﬁ HEc.‘izlvqp :

JR. us
This telegram must bE - Pa:'iu
¢losEly pamphmsad BE= " nou v
: fore being ummmunicﬁtzd <0 Dabed S:ptsmbar
' to anyone, (D). T8 '
ZSEarEtary of Stntt,

-dnshington.

jlqﬂl, Septembcr 6y 6 p.m., {SEETIGH T‘G}.
: '_ThErE ﬁﬁs rsﬂsun to h:liavz that Gra1t “ritqin 1_
also would €o to war- with GErmnnJ. Toth Prnnc: end -
England WErE bringing th: grsntzst pcssiblz prcsuura
_tn bznr ﬂn Gzzchnslov*kiu vith 1 vi:w tc PﬂﬂpElliﬂf
¥ the szcha to nffar ncnczssicna to-the abscolute !
1imit Bﬂmpﬂtible with Czsah sqv:r:ignty. i - should
be 1mpossib15 to rzuch a settlement by “LPEEmEnt und :
if Runciman th:n should state publicly hiu npinlnn
.-with r:gqrd to-a just settlement of the di"puta, hié
decision whatever it might be would be susported by
the French Goverrmente If his judgment should be
‘rejected by the ?zcchoslﬂvuk Govermment ;LE French
and Britiah Governments would Inform. the Czechoslovak
Governiment that they could mot accord-it, further
suppoft. 'If on the other hnnd hils Jﬁdgﬁént shbuld be-
rejected by the Sudeten, France and England-rould . be
— prepared to mérch at once in support.of the Czcuhﬂsloﬁqk.

Government




" «2- #1401, September 6, 8 p.ié’ (SECTION TWO) from: Pariss

Government. ' In view of these focts the frtnﬁh
Government felt that 1t would be a gesture of the
greatest value if Hitler could agree in advence - -
tﬁ uén;pt the judgment of ﬁupnimuna Iﬁ:wna thE".
destre of. tht French Government as soon as the

present dispute with regard to the Sudeten should be

é:ﬁ&lsd to enter into conversations with the German

- Government looking into a sgttlement of all nutstunding
questions ond the reestablishment of gsnuin:.ptﬁut
"4in Europes | 5
_ Incidentally Bonnet has been informed by the
French E&hassy,ﬁt London that Rincimen said to
Henlein before the latter visited Hitler that if
it should  be impossible to reach n sFttirmEnt-by
agreement betueen the Sudeten ond the Czechoslovak

Govermment he definitely would issue an ex cathedra

pronouncement, (END. OF MESSAGE).

RULLITT
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. This nnuﬁt must be Fn:-iu

closgly paraphrascd be- . - :
‘fore bedng ucuimntut:d . FrowDated September 7, 1938

' to amyone :
5 Reetd 2305 pems

- [r— _— T
Szcr:tary ur State, .

Hashingtun.

14&4,_35pt5mb:r

ARTTRT = = -
{l - u-Hl-l'lJ.J.-ﬂ-l.i.

The Counsglor of _the Cztnhnalovak L:gutien has just
informed us that whil: the sud:ten leaders have not yet
r:plizd to Btnza' EW prmpﬂaujait is corfid:ntly be=-

' lizvzd that thsy will acuspt them as . a hasis for dis=

SB9/29°409L "

cussion, ﬂsgotiatinna will be long drawn out’ and may
extend over several weeks, While hils Gov:fnmcﬁt EX~
pects HitiEr to ﬁx:rt'ﬁrsssurﬁ in pogsibly &;nmatig
fashion during this period it is confident that AETrEE=
ment wlll bE.PEaGhEd and that there wlll be no war,

He said that the new proposals afford almost com=
plete satisfaction to- the Sudeten on the firet seven:
points of thé Carlabad demands, The eighth point cnn{?
cerning full literty to profess ilnzi philosophy ef course
cﬂnrot be granted as.a right, However, the conccssions
made on the firast seven points willl mean-as a round

matter -that the S!.;d:tl-:r. will have obtalned mueh of

they were demandink under point eight.




-0« #1404, September 7, 6 pem. from Paris

The new proposals arg very far-reaching and are .
not only "definite" but "definitive" in the sEnse that
they are finale  Public opinion somewhat ungasily and

unwillingly has gone along with Benes as far as these

lﬂtEEF proposals are concerned; it would repudiate any.

further concessions.

BULLITT -




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

This telegram must be’ . .. . Paris
‘¢losely poraphraséd be- ‘From - : e
- fore belng communicated SIS Doted September 8, 1938

Yo anyones (D). e e '
o ot : Rec'd 5113 pems
_SecrEturj”nf State, I
'Wushington;
1#14,'-;3-:;:&&@5;_--—-5, 5 Pela _
LW SiisvensiiL FOR THE SECRETARY:
Drladizr said to mE thia afternoon thht he hrd *

sent for the German Chhrgz d'ﬁffﬂiPEﬂ last . Evaning {the.

}0;/?9!%?9151

_Girmnn Amh:asndor to-France 1s now at the HugEmh:rg

Gengrass}rznd had 3n1sta him that he hoped he wculdf
.'”_:makcrit elear to his-énvzrnmspt.thnt_ﬁhnttvzr COurse
England or any othir-natinn.might_ﬁakﬁ'th; French
Government would order immediate mﬁbilizatipn and
attnck'écrﬁunyzat ﬂnnﬁ;if the fodt of = ?Erman.sold;ﬁr
"should cross the Czechoslovaek frontler, i
Daludi:r said that he had done this in order ta
make 1t clear to the German Government thﬂt hawevar
England might wobble or vacillate there would bE_no
vaeillation on the part of France, It wos hiﬂn
_ conviction that'if Hitler ahoul& be permitted to settle
the -Sudeten  question by 2 stroke of force there would
be no more public law in Europt.
Daladier added thot he had said to thc Germon
Ghnrg: A'Affnires




-2= #1414, September 8, 5 p.m,, from Paris,

Charge A'Affaires that he knew the Sudeten had a
‘genuine grievances They had been badly treated by
the Czechs, Moreover the French people believed
deeply and sincerely in the principle of self-
determinations ~If the Sudeten desired autonomy they
should have autonémy. HE was EVeEn prepared to say
‘that 1f the Sudeten should desire to Join Germany
the French Government, respectlng the prineciple of
sglf-determination, would have no basic objection to

this solution. (END SECTION ONE),

BULLITT

HPL 3 EMB




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

Lus

This telfgram must bE. " FROM Paris

.6losely paraphrasgd be= _ :

‘fore being communicated ' .. Datkd September 8, 1938
to anyoneE. :

Rec'’d 3:25 p. M.
Secretary -of State,

Washingﬁan. —

1414, September €, 5.p. M. (SECTION TWO)
What h@.cﬁuld not permit was that Hitler should attempt to
settle the matter by force. el :

Daladier went on to say to mE_@hat as I knew he had
fought the ﬁ:rsaill:s Treaty to the utmost, TE WEPE. now -
on the verge of reaping one of the wars fﬁz segds of which
had bEEN sown in thc.trzhty. The matter was aggravated by
" the fact that-the Czechs had been most brutal dn thedr
treatment of the Sudeten, It was true that the Czechs Eaé
suffered from the brutality of the Gervians for many
czntﬁri:aiaﬁd that the stick was simply 1ﬁ.th: other hand
now, He was certain that reither Henlcin nor Kundt desired
Gunftdcrﬁtior Germany at the prcsanﬁ timz. Henlein desired
té be the leader of the Sudeten of erchﬁﬂlovnkiu for life:
Kundt to occupy the next most nrominent position, HE wns
equally certsin, however, that there was an Enormous and
growing desire among the Sudeten themselves to be annexcd
to Germany -and the questlon was. whebRer or not Henledn

and




IMS 2-No. 1414, September 8, O De May Sec, 2, from Paris,

and Kundt could hold their followers in line for a settle-
ment on the basls of genuine autonomy.

The French Government had now received the text/of
Benes! latest proposals. He had read them and had not DEEN
gable to make head &r tail of them. Mental germs 11ike
physiculdincrtassd as ont went :;stward in Eurﬁp:.

(END SECTION TWO)

BULLITT

NPL




- TELEGRAM RECEIVED

JR —_— —
This telegram must be _ Paris
closely-parophroged be=

fore ng communicated FROM Datéd September 8, 1938
to anyonece (D)

Rec'd 5:30 peme

Secretary of State,

Weshington,

-1414, September 8, 5 pe.ms (SECTION THREE).
HE had been told, however, thnt the proposals vould
glve the Sudeten a VEry lorge measurt of uutnnﬁmg'nnd
he hoped that they might be the h:sis for settlement,
He considered (as does every one in Paris) the ‘editorisl
in the LONDON TIVES yest erday suggesting that the
stchs.m&ght hand over the Sudétﬂn area to Germany
extraordinerily 11l=timed, .

I asked Daladier 1f he believed that Hitler in '
his speech on SEptEthr'lz would. demand a plebiscite.
He replied that he had no iden, I asked what wvould be
the recction of the French Government if Hitler should
demand such o plebiscite =nd the Czechoslovak GCovernment
should refuse 1t and the British Gavsrnmcﬁt should
support the.idea of o plebisclte, He replied that this
eventuality would ralse o most eruclal and difficult
question and he had not yet decided what hiﬁ position would
bes If in Eurnpe gach nationality wﬁrz to be.nccorded 2

pleblscite,




'_astaniahing chang::. Fnr Exumplz th: qu:s now. in

' Germany would unquestionably d:mnnd union with Poland

and the Gsrmunu in. Pnland wnuld dzmand unien with

G:rmanyt 2 ; ”_ : ) L gl et
asked vhat the position of the Frem;h Government::

“ould bE 1f the Sudeten lzndﬁrs shnuld dnmnnd a pl:hiacit:.

. 'DalndlEer r:pli:d thnt hE wqa e:rtnln thut the Sudstzn

lsadrrs would not danand 8 pl:biscit: on the 1asuz nf

ann:xhtion teaﬁermuny bccauss hE was, sure that they .

did not desire to be stmjlomzd up by GErmnny and ;

.?Eplﬁcﬁd as th: leadEers nf the Lustrinon Nﬂ!i mﬁvsm;nh

hnd bEEn replaced by Germans from ‘the Reiche.

BULLITT
NPL:EMB




' TELEGRAM RECEIVED

‘This telegram must DE . Paris

closely paraphrased bE=
fore tMing communicated FROM Dated September 8, 1938

to anyonegs (D) ; . !
= RS ~Reetd 5:08 pame
fs:ér:t%gy'or State,

'Wnshingtnn;:

1414, September 8y, 5 pams (SEﬂTICH_FCUR}.

I asked what the position of the French Gévzrnﬂtnt
would be if.the Sudeten shnuld‘d:mand n pl:biscltﬁ,on ;
'.;hc 1ssue of full nutongﬁy with tarfitﬂrltl'prcvisicns.
Daluditr'fzplied that he did not see how the French
G&vcfnmsnt could objeect to sﬁch < pleblscltice

Daladler sgld that he hod taken no further
measures with regard. to.calling reservists - to the.
colors,  The number cglled to dote did not anount to
much more. than HD,GOG.. He hed. taken other ﬁzaﬂﬁrhﬁ
to {nsure the defense of the frontier, Thc crdﬂré for
mobilization and immedi~te attnck on Germeny were ready
to be issued nt.oo mﬁmcqut'rs notice.

I expressed to Daladlier my rersonal plensurt on
his nomination today of ﬁy r1ld friend Gennral Requin
n5 mMembEP of.ths Suprcme ur Councile He .s7id that
thE1bﬁrdEﬂ of tht attaeck n_~inﬂt'fcrmrhy'ir
have to be made wonld £al1l cén Requine

Dnaladier aric thet he wan fally




Jo- #1414, Septémber 8, 5 pame (SECTION FOUR) from Poriss

Fpench attack on the German 1ing would be very costly

and would not get very fary Nevertheless France was

L ¥r
Europe to *such an attnack, No matter what position

bound-in thE Interests nf'honur and public decency in-
the British might take such an attack would be made if
German troops should cross the Czechoslovak frontler.

I asked Daladier -if there were any truth in-the
rumor that the Italians had mobllized sEveral divisions

on the Italian=French frdﬁtizr.'
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

JR - ' ol .
This tEIEgram must h; : F"F‘:fﬂ-'Pﬂris _
levtlu~naruphrﬂSEﬁ ] e T S O i
fore belng communtcated 7 - Dafsd Siptanhh 8, 1938
tr qnyonﬂ. 1D}y B g :
HEc'ﬁ 7 PeMe

Sznrsfnry cf Btate,

—

Mnshington.

1414, September 8, s'p.ﬁ.-téﬁdTIﬁﬁ-vtvt};_
“He said thqt “there was no bruth in ‘this reports’ Tb:
“Italinns h*d tukzn no militvrr mEqsuruq dirgeted towwrd
~an atf ck *“ainst Frunc:. _'

I asked 1f 1t were truz thqt the Ruﬂdiqns wsre

cﬂnczntratlnﬂ 19?5: furczs on thc bordtrs of RUmuniﬂ--'

'He sald th* thgg was true and thqt vorushilav himsalf '

had-gonz tn the ‘area tﬁ direct thE'cuncentrntiﬂn.'

I asked if he Expzntsd thE Hussiﬂn troops to. attempt

to. march thruugh Rumania in éase of German uttack on
szchoalovakia. HE said-that they well might and that
the Humaniuna cﬂuld put up no renl resistances I gald
that in my opinlon suﬂh cction would be folloved by
1nn£dllti declarations of wor by both Humnni“ and Fﬂlﬁnd
agninst the Soviet Unian. H: snid that he eonsidered
this highly probable; then laughed and:remarked that

the world was 1nd£:ﬁ-1nannt. i - |

Daladier




~2= #1414, Secptember B, 5 pems (SECTION FIVE) from Paris.

; Dq%fgitr was uumpl:t:lr pnia:d and calm as are

411 Prenohmen and joked me sbout our being blown émmilamtenst,
Ifito the alr from opposite sides of the Selne. It

1s difficult to txagg:ratz.thz complete self=control

and poisk of the French people and the French Governmente

The spirit of the country today is far superior to the

spirit in 1914, Everyone in the country ardently desires 1
pence, Everyone reallzes that war means the destruction

of cv%ry elty in norfhﬁrn and Eaat:rn_FrannE including

Pariss Everyone is ready to leave his -normal occupation

for the trenches tomorrow, There is no fuss, lumentation

or hysteria; simply a 'sense .that the honor of France

is engaged and that the moment may soon come when 1t

may be necessary again Eo march,

END MESSACE.
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: m - 2 L ¥ L .-.- ‘._I .- F AT -_I; r-—.. .I..'..-. & H:-
. This t:ilsrll nuat ht ¢ chERb e Pasle
' glosely paraphrased be- - Tz '
fore being communieated - . . . Dated Egptmbl:r B, 1935

D 0
v m;xonh t.} MO, 'Rm'd 'T:ED p.m. :

St:cr:tnrr ¢f Stat :,
;o Hnahington.

1415 B:pt:ﬁhsr 8, E P-M- : ¢ .
sTnihlhl ol “*“'"‘*;L FOR THE szpﬁsluﬂy.

+ Bonnet said to meE tudﬁy he hﬂd spokan to Halifax

1ﬂ$t rizht by tElEDhQﬂE with.rtgnrd tc thE Edituriﬂl

202/

1n yEstErdqy's LﬂLDﬂk TIMES auggzsting tht ths szchs
might ‘hand ov:r the Sudeten arca to Gzrn~rv. HE. snid’
thﬂt Hulifﬁx hnd nssured him “that -he ho i_h a nﬂthirg g

tc do with this Editorinl. Rﬁnnzt said tha t

Elaln

nevertheless 1t ves his 1hnrzssinn thait this editorlinl
'showed how profound vias the desire of the British
Government to arrive ot = peaceful s:tﬁlencﬁt of the

Sudeten disgptz; ; 1y _ :

He felt that ik ﬂighﬁti possible that Runeirman
himself should prqposé o B~ if it nhould be irpos: 1blc

to rerch n EEEtlETFﬁt on-the hasis of ?Enuﬁf lateat
proposeiss He gald. thit. inicnse ‘Runefman’ shonld
" proposE n nleblecdlte and :"..ht:'u]_:? "l; supported in Lthio
. : propesal by .tt'.]:!.E'*.'-'-ri*-'-i:}h ‘i='1:‘-*.ru"1ﬂ1i'.ni'. the French Government

vwonld: be obliged to Hﬂpéﬂr* the Pritish GovErMMENE and the

" proposnla




- g ¥

=2e #1415, September 8, 6 pene, from Parls,

. proposal, Franc:uaquld not go to.var nlona-nguiﬁst
Germany orn this i1ssuc.,

I ~sked Eunﬁzt 1f he had read the text of Benes?
Intest prcpnaﬁls. He sald that he had attempted to
read the text but that 1t covered seventy pages and
‘was so complicated that although Leger and two jurlsts
_had been studying it since early this morning they had
b:ﬂn un~ble ns yet to give him any report, -He telephoned
to dscertain if the report were ready ond found. that
it wnos n?t,

(END SECTION ONE).
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

JRAE
This telegram must be
- elosEly piraphrosed bee= _ STt .
fore being commnicated " "Dated September 8, 1938
to anyone,. (D) : ' : :
Rectd 7140 pens
Secretary of State;

‘ashington,

- 1415, September £, 6 pam. I{SEGTIDH TVO)

Bonnet sald thot he hcliEvce that ve were now
Ent:rlng 0 psriad-of inLEﬂSEIGTiuIS vhich would probably
1=5t ui;ut two WEEKS.

" He snld therd weEre tvo ways in which he felt thé
the Government of the United Stntes might bEe hninful
in praacr?ing ptncEe Filrst, If in private conversation
the line should be maintained’ which hod 1. bEEN estnblished
by your speech over the radlo.on Lugust 16, the Presldent's
speech at Kingsteon, Cntopio on ;ugus%IIE, and-my apeech.
nt Pointe de Grave-on September 4, Second, He hoped
that if there should be 2 settlefent of the Sudeten
dispute by agreement, the President might find 1t
possibls.tﬂ say thnt he was most happy that an nccord
had been reachéd and that he hoped this ﬂccﬁrd-might
be the beginning of the establishment of rcnl pEQCE

1n Eurnps.'

. Bonnet asked me if in case of dire neceasity the
WMM

) might be willing to nct ns arbitrator in the Sudeten

‘dispute-




_. wle #1416, Sestsmber B, 6 Deine {(SECTTON THO) from-Raris,

dispute, I replied gevasively saying 1 considered it
impossible that the Presldent should be invited
to arbitrate by the Germans,

Bonnet sald that in spite of the unfavorahle
incidents of yesterday in the Sudeten area which had
been most unfortunate he still remained optimistic,

He had just recelved word that the Sudeten leaders had
agreed to contlnue coversations with Benes on the basils

of Benea' latest proposals,

BULLITT




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

. JR ; : i
This telegram must be Paris

closgly paraphrased be- T _
fore being cunwunicatzd  Dated September

- to anyones DY),

Rec’d 8 pame
Seoretary of 3State,

Washington, =

1415, September 8, 6 pam. {SECTIGH THREE) .
FE was convinced that .the Sudttcn leaders did nct

desirr an 1nuurpar=hinn-of zhz.budzttn arca in Germany

-dbut desiredonly full autonomy. He felb that ‘Benes

et /
had biza :Lry'fnolfsh'in not working closely with the

Sudeten lesders.  HE hoped that it might be possible
for the Sudeten ond Penes to get together-now on at
leest a temporary settlements :

In his opinion the truth was that in the long
run no powér on earth could keéep the three and one=half
million Germans in Czechoslovakia from jeining the
German Reieh, The Treaty of Versailles itself had
provided for revision and this 'ras elearly onc of the
points on which reyision »ag neccssarye The miin peint
therefore vas that this particul.r riviaion, and thE
transltion of the Sudeten from Czechoslovakia to GErman
sovereipnty zhould a:Wc pl-ce produnlly:-and v
use of forceée Thig vas the most profound desirc

the Feitlsh Govermmert cnd it vns nlso his desivie




b

4

-2- #1415, September 8, 6 pome (SECTION THREE) from Paris,

Roth the British and French Governments wEre primarlily
interested today not in seelng that the Sudatcn;shﬂuld
remain under Czech sovereignty but that there should be
no war on-this 135ﬁ£ and that the honor and priﬂtlgﬁ
of Great Britoin and France should remain relatively
intact,

Bonnet repeated, however, that if during the course
of thr nerotintions between the Sudeten 1Endcfs and
Benes . ttler should march troops into Czechoslovakia
France vould have to go to war on the point of honor
involved, He seemed certaln, however, that 1f the
worse should npprnugh the vorst Runciman would propost
n plebiscite to stave off military actlon.

In conclusion Bonnet said that all his information
from Italy indieczte that the Itallans Were /;""’;;' gk
militery measures directed against France and that they
desired not to become involved in the Sudeten disputee

(END OF MESSAGE)
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