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s messape RRHEGRAM RECEIVED

closgly paraphrasgd bDE=

fore being communicated Dated S
to anyong, (D)
ars FR‘DM :"1||;‘,"."1'. f“:"_:.‘-_ Aale

Secretary of State,

Washington.

1425, September 12, noon. (SECTIO!N ONE)
STRiviuL voNeLoLTTAT FPOR THE SECRETARY.
Bommet returned from Geneva this morning in a

dispilrited mcod. He hed talked with Litvinoy and

He saild

L

with Comnene the Rumanlan Forelgn Hinister.
that as a result of these conversatlons he had drawn
the followlng conclusions,

If the Germana should enter Czechosalovakls France
would attack Germany and at once Russian planes would
fly to Czecheslovakia across Rumanién tcrritrrr; The
Rumanisns would not (repeat not) attempt to.attack
these planess On the other hand the Rumanians hed
made 1t abscolutely clear that they would net rsrﬂié.
the Russlan army to cross the Rumanian frontier in
order to bring assistance to Czechoslevakia, There=
fore, in case of war the Russians would submit tec the
League of Nations the question of whether or nct they

had the right to cross Rumanian territory to assist

Czechoslovakia.
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-2« #1425, September 12, noon, SEGTIDH ONE from Paris
5 v

Bonnet added Ehat in any Evznt.ght question would
be unimportant from the point of view of the utilization
of immediate force as it would be physically impossible
because of lack of means of transport for the Russian
army to march across Rumanian territory to the assis-
tance of Czechoslovakla, i

There was no indication that Poland would do
anyﬁging. The result would be that if German tfoopa
should .enter szchﬂalnvﬂkié France would attack
Germany and would Ye for all practical purposes in a

situation of absolube isolation, (END SECTTON ONE)

BULLITT
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This teleg
s tele raM@AM RECEW'ED

closely para 3 :
fore bein3 communicated Dated September 12,1938
to anyone, (D)

ses FROM
Secretary of State,

Ree'd 10:30 a,m.

‘ashinzton,

1425, September 12, noon, (SECTION TV/0).

The British to be sure would declare war on the .
side of I'rance but the British aray was so totally : ‘
unprepered that the French army wo:ld havie to bear the :

Entire brunt of the fizht,
In hia opinion part of the extraordinary calm and
resolvtion with which the people of Prance today are

regardin-, the future was dur to thr fac

or

that very few

people had sufficient imaginetion to underastand what

modern war would be, The effecis of air raids on Farss

Ly German bonbing nlanes vere ainuly beyond  ordinary
imazination,
(In thia connection it inay be of intrreat $o the

Denartment to Xnow theot Oolonrd mrles A, Lindeerzh

mo hes ivst returned from o vigi to the Soviet Vnir:(j

and Czeel:oslovakia ond iz com lecely familiar vith.the
situation i ‘ermany and En-lon 3 a rEault o' mrevions
1835, C - Exvp q ani n i t vhils
th ar 1 nline NUMETr oW I »inferior

toe the Orvian in gl i lot ;




7S O=llo, 1425, Scptember 12, noon from Paris

"coura~cous tlry are extremely inferior,
Lindbersh considers that the Czech air force wonld
be almost vorthless in combat against the Germans, He

estimates that the French and Dritish air forces are 80

inferior to the German that even thougzh all the manufactir=-

ing fecilities of the United Statcs dhould Dbe made avail=-
able to Trance and Ensland in tire of wer—the Germns
would control the air ‘comnletely for a period of from
cighteen mo:iths to two years and would be oble to deatroy.
EVETY ;tr'-r:fi:tre in Frence that they ight cere to deatroy.
Incidentally Lindberzh said that at one airport in
Czrehosloval:ia hr had seen 25 lucsian bombers,)

(END 3ECTILYE T.i0)

KLF BULLITT
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

EG

This mgssage must be FrROM Paris
¢losely paraphrased be=
fore belng communicated
to anyone, (D)

Reo'd 12:30 peme

Secretary of State,

Washington,

1425, September 12, noon. (SECTION THREE),

Bonnet said he felt the situation had been im-
proved somewhat ycsterday afternoon by the declaration
of the British Government. Hitler must now know that
if he should march into Czechoslovakla he would ﬁavz
{mmediate war with both France and England, The
question remained whether or net Hitler was sc con=
fident of the rvsrwhslming_suPEricrity.cf hisg air
force that he would risk war now,.

The n:gotiatiana between the Czech Government
and the Sudeten leaders were progressing fairly
satisfactorily as the Sudeten had been obliged to
recognize that the concessions offered by the Czech
Govermment constitvted at least a 70 percent concession
of their demands,

Bonnet added that he was intensely apprehensive
with regard to what Hitler might say tonight. He
asked 1f I thought it might be possible for the Govern-
ment of the United States to instruct our Ambassador in

Berlin

Dated Segptember 12, 1938
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-2= #1425, September 12, noon., (SECTION THREE) from Paris

‘Berlin to say to the German Forelgn Office that in our
oplnion the negotiations now engaged in between the
Czech Government and the Sudeten offered great possi-
bilitizs?g peaceful settlement of the dlspute and that
IWE would regard the use of force at this moment as cone
trary to the interests of humanity,

I replied that I was extremely doubtful that our
Government would wish to-make any sueh demarche and
still more doubtful that our Ambassador in Berlin could
see anyontE of sufficient importance before this evening
to have any Influence on Hitler's speech,

In conclusion Bonnet saild that In spite of the
dark features of the present situation which made 1t
impoasible to prediect what the nﬁtcﬂms would beE he
found 1t difficult to believe that Hitler would make
the deliberate decislon to plungé Europe into a war
which could end only In the destruction of the Continent,
(END MESSAGE),

BULLITT
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to anyone, (D)

Secretary of State,
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Washington.
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1436, September

8

2, 3 Dela

BTt amn oo nCLITTAL FOR THE -.SECRETARY
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I had a long onvergation today with Rochat sy Chictl .L;
of the European Division of the Forelegn Office who is ~
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=2« #1436, September 13, 3 pemsy from Paris,

Runciman should issute his pronouncement immediatelys
Incidentally he confirmed the information that
Runciman hand said to Henlein that 1f no settlement should

be reached by September 15th he himself would 1ssue a

statement of his opinion as to n jJust settlement,

BULLITT

NPL:EMB
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This telegram must b: Paris

closely paraphrased be= JLC 3

fore *peing communicated FW“ Dated September 13, 1938 :

to anyonee (D) EL b
Ree'd 3:42 pum, | 1]

Washington, ; : e

1437, September 13, 4 p.m.
SiniurhLy vonrcvcins AL FOR THE SECRLTAHYG

'409L

I hav;'juﬁt talked briefly with Bonnct who confirms

L

the information that the Czechs have declared a astate

of ‘siege in eight districts, ' ] T

18L/29

He said that he had just stated to the British
Ambassador that in his opinion it was EaaDrhé=d e

Runeiman should take rall reseeriaiblillity at once and

oq

{gsne an immediate pronunciamiento with regard to

s just settlement of the disputes

Tt 1s obvious that the continuance of incldents
auch as those of this morning may impel Hitler to
march troops across bthe border at any mﬂmﬁnp.

More than ever it is true that "peace 1s at the

mercy of an incident,"”

BULLITT
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This telegram must bEe
closely paraphrased be=-
fore belvg communicated
to anyonts (C)

Secretary of Stoate,

Washington.

1445, September 15, S5 pem.

'C'L.- nh LUCINL J.J.u.---

Wilson hod o talk this morning with the German

Charge AlAffrires, The latter expressed the opinion that

Hitler's specech had been recelved with "relief” in France

where something more menacing had cpparently been

d'Afrnires said thet thére was no question
but that wanted n settlement of the Sudeten
problem by penceful methodse However, there was or
thing that Hitler would not stand and that was
upon 2nd brutnl treatment of Sudeten Germans in
Czechnslovnkine If such incidents multiply (he
report of two Sudcteona ki _ st might)
Hitler prob et
0 mobllize

nrovoking




DIVISION OF
EURDPEAN AFFAIRS

SEP 141938
DEPARTMENT OF $1A1L

JR
This tE€legram must be
closely paraphrased beE=-
fore being commmnicated Dated September 13, 1938
to anyone, (C) :

] . Rec'd 5:36 peme

Secretary of State,

Washington,

. 1443, September 13, 5 pema (SECTION TWO).
In reply te a-question s to.vhat sort cf

settler ent vould satiafy Eitler-the Mharge drAffaircs

8 I:a hat the.cnly gettlement which could prove

sf~ctory vouvld be th: incorperation

of the Sudeten Cermmns inte the Relch, 1% might be

possible to reach agreement on the basis of completE

terrlitorinl 1ut3ncmy as a temporary sclution; this would

af?n;ﬂ the necessary time for opinion to adjust itself

to tAe ultimete solution of incorporation into t

Reich,

The CHaree d'Affalires spoke in the -highest terms
of Runciman, HEt said that it was beldlcved in GeErmany

that Runcimdn had ~one to Czechoslovakia with an

by |

spen mind snd had since become convinced ol

of the Sudeten complnlints, He sald that Hunclman

' o |

1 " e { : i . . TP " [ {1 e

3 = b ¥ f 1 ] i
1Y LA 1 ¥ ™ ¥ i [ ]
o |




=2« #1443, September 13, 5 pem, (SECTION TWO) from Paris,

and 1t was };Elli eved that Runciman personally would favor
a radleal solution of the probleme

The Charge d'Affaires saild that there were indications
that the Czech Government seemed to be losing 1lts authority.
'he "soldiers” were becoming more outspoken in their

criticism of the Government, (END SECTION TWO)

BULLITT

HTM :NPL




JR TELEGRAM RECEIVED
This telegram muat be ~ Paris
closely paraphrased be=

fore being communicated Dated SE

to angone, fl:.:l FrROM EURDPEAN AFFAIRS
Talle

"SEP 141933

VEFARTMEN T 4 slalg

Rec'd 5:85

Secretary of State,

Washington,

1443, September 13, 5 pems . (SECTIOM THREE).

It would be a plty sald the Charge d'Affaires 1f Benes
were to resign as this would undoubtedly result in
disorders, He alleged that Comrunlst influence was
gaining in Praha and stated that a "Communist Congress"
wes now being held din Praha attended by represent 1Livt?
of 3oviet Rusain,

The Charge d'Affaires spoke with appreiciction of
the recent editorial in the LONDON TINES said that this
undoubtedly reflected the views of a considerable phrt
of the English people and thaot under thesc circumstances
i1t was difficult to belleve that Great Britnln would
support France in making wor on Germany in order to
perpetuate the domlination—of three million Germans

by seven million Czechs., He gald that the German Embassy

£

had been repeatedly told of ¥ recognizing "important
personalities" in France that if only Germany would go
slowly time would work in her faver and ahe would obtaln

pencefully




2= #1443, September 13, 5 Peme (SECTION THREE) from Paris,

peacefully everything she desired for the Sudeten
GErmans,

~ The Charge dA'Affalres reiterated during the talk
that the continuance of serious incidents in which
sudetens are mistreated or killed would without question
provoke Hitler into taking direct action for the

protection of the Sudetens, (END OF MESSAGE)

BULLITT

NPL:EMB




TELEGRAM RECEIVELX

FROM

EG
This ressage st bE Paris

closely paraphrased be-
fore being corrmnicated Dated Septenber 14, 1938

to anyone, (C) :
Rectd 6819 m.r. i .
N

Secretary of State, ol
Tashing ton. o

—

S

: &

1450, sEthEI‘lt—EI" 14' g' Bsils r_'
PERSONAL AND STRivius SSWTZolsTZ'L FOR THE PRESIDENT, 3

_{

T an desply grateful for your telephone ecall ‘last £
night, TheE suggestlons we referred to are in iy letter -
of August 17, The second suggesticn was developed rnore e
fully in ny letter—f May 20, :‘
._ .

T shell of course renain in Paris until ecaln 1is N
chance ror o

reesteblished. I still believe that the

seace i3 greater than the chanee for war,

Love to you all.
BULLITT

P . T
wa bk
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED N woren

EG
This nessaze st be
closely baraphrased be= m :
fore being corrmnicated - Dated Septenber 14, 1938
to anyone, (D)

Recld G215 a.r,.

Secretary of State,

Washington.

1451, September 14, 10 a.n,

1094

ST oLy UUnrivenrian FOT T7TE SECRETARY.
After speaking with you on the telephone last night -

I again telked with Bonnet who inpressed upon ne the fact

O€EL/29 "

that the French and British Governnents would continue to
go to the extrene 1linit in attenpting to avold the out-
break of var.

Intense efforts will be nade today by the French
and Bri-tial: Sovernrients and their representatives in

Prague, and Qunciman, to achieve a solutlon,

Qg9

Paris is entirely caln and the Freneh people are
prepared to narch if need be. There has been no nobiliza-
tion but the frontier troops arc on the alert and EVeEry-
thing is in rradiness for irmediate nobilization and

attack.

BULLITT

G :RR ’ A E




i TELEGRAM RECEIVED

This message rust be ; Paris
closely paraphrased be-
fore being cormmunicated Dated Sept

to anyeme, - (D) FROM '
: : Rec'd 11:25 8.0l

Seerctary of State,
Vlashington.

1454, Septenmber 14, 1 p.u.
‘‘‘‘‘ waotT, FOR THE SECRETARY.

STHAVELL Vwite & itss m e
. -~ (SECTION ONE, PART ONE),
As I told you over—the telephone last night
" Daladicrr-called Charberlain.on the telephone yesterday
and. proposegd to hin that the British and French Govern-

S 66L/29 °409L

)

-

~
"

- memrte should Anvite the German Governnent to nzzt'thsm

.-in an-irmediate conference to work out a settlement of

14'vd

the Sudrten Aispute, Chanberlain, whose French is not
good, had difficulty in understanding -and the nessage
was. finally transnitted through the Britiah Anbassador

"in Paris,
' This morning T talked with the British Aubassador

whe expressed the opinlon that the suggestion was not

a happy one, His vpeople in Londen were inclined to

doubt thai the Germnan Governnent would nccent such on .
invitation. It iiight be ;ossible to obtain Gercian

accentance if Italy should be added. O
J




«2= 11454, Septenber 14, 1 perte from Paris

The British Anbassador then read to ne the
telegrans vhich he received this norning fron Praha.

A vitally inmportant one which st be treated as strictly

confidenticl was frorn Runciman. As I heve informed you

the French have been doing their utnost for sone tirg

to persuade Runcinmon to make on ismmortant pronouncement.

Bonnet urged this with intensity yesterday. Runcinan's

reply cf this norning states that he considers that 1t

will be inpoasible for hinm to nelte any =ponouncenent so’

long as there is disorder in the Suceten regions. He.

feels that the statement which he has ~rerarcd would

not serve to calm the Sudeten although it might forn a

basis of agreement in case caln should wreviously have

been established in the Sudeten regirns. I ventured to
gugrest to the British Anbagssader that Runciman seened

to be puttinz the cart before the herse as I cruld cEE

no nosaibility of calnm being restored in the Sudeten |
regicna excent as a result of o ototement in definite “
terms isoued by Runciman, The pPritish Arbacsader sald

that he too feared incidents in the Sudeten resion world

continur until Hitler would be forced to eroud the brrderg
bput that Runeiran was on the soot and that the British
sovernnent weuld have-to accent his fud ent,.

(El ASm OVE).




TELEGRAM RECEIVE 'x
EG : e e T '
This ::icoacze st bE Poris
closelyg. peranhraged be- Em“‘
fore being comruriccted otec Beptenber 14, 1938
to dnyonec,. (D)

' REGYC 1255 Pa.te

Secretory of Itote,

tlc.ghington.

145&; Jenterber 14, 1 peile

SECTYON 97“0. PART ONE.

I diocusosed the genercl oituntion with Bonnet
this ornins. '/hile T woo telkin to hin Doladier
cclled hin on the telephone to inform him thot the
Czechs witHout inforning the French Goverment in
any vay had iagued orders for the mobllization on
the Cernan frontier of o nunber of notorized dAivi-
gionaz. Dolodier exprecsed the opinion to Bonnet
thot this wos oot zrave cnd Bennet replied that
it wos outrojzeous thot the Czechs at o monent when
everything depended on calining the Sudeten and not
pfnvokin; the Gerniano and at o :oment when the
Sudeten werc denanding the vithdrewal of extra Czech
troops, should send nevw divisions into the Sudgten
arec vithout previous congultotion with the French
Governrient, Bonnet wvent on to aor that he felt thnt
the Czecha were not playing straisht with the French
and he f=lt that they hod felled to pley straight so

often

iy 2°035 - 66L4/29°409
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-2 '"454, 3entenber 14, 1 p.ite fron Poris

: often with Preonce that the French would be fully
justified in washing thelr hends of their obligation
to the Czechs. He added thet the one iscue which
could now force France to attock Germony vould be 1f
Eitler ghould gend the Germcn arny across the Czecho-
alovalk border. - llothinz €lse vould produce ZEnEral
European vcor,

BULLITT

ELFP
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This .telegram must be

closelV parcphrased be- FROM

fore being communicaoted Dated September 14, 1938 R

to anyone, (D) l
Rec'd 2:05 pem,.

-

Secretary of State, ]

Waskington,

1454, September 14, 1 pem..{PART TWO, SECTION ONE).
Runelman added that he hod sent two members of his
staff, Gwatkin and Peto into The Sudeten aren to

investigote the ingldents and attehpt to produce an

66L/29°409L

atmosphere of calm,

You will reenl1l that Runciman said to Henlein

pefore the latterls visit to Hitler/that if agreement

thould not be reached before September 15 he vould issue

c -livd

pronouncement, It seems possible that the trip of
Gwetkin ond Peto will be for the purpose of nssuring

ten leaders thet if they can restore order

the Surde

"’l‘ﬁj"\

funciman will apeank,.

A telegram from the Bribtlsh finiztcr in Proho to
the British Ambassador hire informed him th t Hodze
G
rendy to diseuss thre withdravwnal " rxtra Czech E
1litary uni ent ' Judeto for the
DUrpos f r ri ordery I inki u ' ritiah
AM LOY | t 1.-.l'.'.l r 1 1'.'["I'"|"}" | § '1‘1 1
‘ "1
} mornin ! ordETrE his reprcaent iv in




-2- #1454, September 14, 1 pems (PART TWO, SECTION ONE). from

Paria,

Praha to return to the Sudeten ‘arec because of the
I

beginning of underscoring refusal end of underscoring
of the Czechs to withdrew the extra troops sent to
thnt OreEd.
The British Ambassador then said that it had become

clear to the British Govermnment that the trouble mokKer

-

oft

in the present situation was Benes, He hod often

promised to carry out wieadures vhich vould produce

appeasement but hod not - in fnet put them inb effect.

He ndded thnt for the first time yroeterday he believed

that ' the French vernment h EC i Tk
(3,1: renlly trying to start tro Ee

cCEY inl ric i 1 iritish ramEnt o




EG
This message rust bE Paris

eloaely, paraphraged be- FROM
forc being corrmnicated I%%Ed September 14, 1938

to anyone, (D)

Ree'd 1:50 pire

Secretory of State,

Vicahinzton,

£

1454, Septerber 14, 1 peil. L

(SECTION TWO. PART TWO) il

Bonnet was oot apprehensive that there would be ;2
furthrr incidents in the Sudeten area today. He again :I
expresced the opinion thet it was absolute folly for :‘:L
Runciman to delay longer his pronouncenent., He said (
that he thousht that a pronouncenent by Runcinan was l—_!'
the single thing which could caln the 3udeten and that. g
{f Runcirian should delay longer than today or tonorrow b
the Sudetens were apt to get conpletely out of hand and ;-13
a lerce nunber be shot by the Czechs and Hitler march ':.|
in., He said that he would continue today to urge the S

British Covermment to have Runciman speak at onces
"ith regard to the proposal originally nade by
Daladier over the telephone to Chamberlaln, Bonnet

a9

said that while the British had not yet accepted 1t
they had received the idea with favor and had infermed

| hin thot they were thinking clong similar lines. T of
! -
' course Aid not nention ry conversation with the British ‘.'

. rbassador




=2 1454

il , SEpterber 14, 1 p.ri. from Parls

Anbassador, vut 1t seened. to ne possible, in view of
this staterient of Bonnet's, tihot the British night
propose- & four power conference of England, France,
Gernony and Italy.

BULLITT

G :KLF
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Tris telegran AE-GAM RECENED

closely peraphrased be=

fore being communicated Dated September 14,1938
to anyone, (D) :
srs FROM  Rec'd 11:45 a.m.

Secretary of State,

Washington,

1454, September 14, 1 peme (PART THREE. SECTION ONE).

I commented that for some time 1t had seemed to me
that Bonnet shared this opinion,

- Tihe British Ambassador replied that 1t was a question
of degree, He felt that since yesterday the French Govern=-
ment hrd weakened :sreatly in its sﬁhpnrt of the Czechs,

He Trl* that the French at the present time were "ready
fov peace at almost any price".

It is true thatdurinc the past few days the French
newspapers have published many maps showing the racial
diviasions in Czechoslovakia and that publle opinion has

. begun to develop the attitude "Why should we annihllate
all the yvouth of France and destroy the continent of
Europe in order to maintain the domination of 7,000,000
Czeehs over 3,200,000 Germans?" I am certain, however,
that one must add to the British Ambassador's phrase

the words "except at the price of honor",

If German troops cross the Czech border except as
a result of moat outrageous provocation by the Czechs,

France

66L/29°d09L
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FS 2«-No, 1454, Sgptember 13, 1 pem, from Paris

Franceg unquestionably will declare war on Germany,

(END SECTION ONE).

GW:CS3B BULLITT




TELEGRAM RECEIVE
EP

JE ¥ h‘(.‘r"t‘l-."-"‘
This telegram must be E Pari ——
closeXy paraphrased be- ROM
fore being communicated Dated September 14, 1938 3
to anyong, (D) ~J
Rec'd 2:10 pem. M
5
Secretary of Statg, ;i
i'\l" & '
Washington, )
N
1454, September 14, 1 p.m, (PART THREE, SECTION TWO), ::
Bonnet sald. that the single rays of light at the g
present moment were the fact that his reports from Berlin
indleatcd that the German Government had accepted the ;
events of yesterday calmly and the addltional fact that :;
there had been no further incidents in the Sudeten reglons N
this morning, G
m
In view of the growing bellef among the French and e
the British that Benes in his heart of hearts has o
decided to provoke gEneral Europeasn war rather than
accept complete autonomy for the subject nationalitles
of Czechoslovakla, intense pressure will unquestionably E;
be brought on Praha teday by the French and British £

and the French will continue to request Runeiman to
is=2ue a pronouncement,

(END OF “'ESSAGE).,

BULLITT




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

ara FrROM

Seeretary of 3tate,

H'
Woashington, VISION OF
ﬂwuﬂfﬁmm;

SEPAS )
1463, Scptember 14, 8 peme DEPARTMENT OF STAVE

As I s5id to Messersmith by telephone this Evenlng

T
nt

Chamberlain yesterday requested on intervicr with
Hitler which Hitler accordcd this evening it acoutb
7230, Chamberlain will fly . to Berchtesgaden tomorroy
morning, arriving probably by 3 olclock,

I have tnlked with Bonneét about this development
and he 1s, of course, delighted, He feels that nll
risk of immediate war is now at an end, BPonnet assured

me this evening that rumors of changes in the French

Cobinet nrve entircly vilthout baslis,

BULLITY . o

KLP
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s TELEGRAM RECEIVED

This telegram must bE Paris

closcly paraphrased De=
fore being communicated Dated September 15,1938

to anyohg. (D) FROM

Rec'd 9:45 a,m.

Seoretary of State,

Pasapoheoce & M Mafsition-

Wushingtone

1465, September 15, 11 a.me (SECTION O

(N Y | e o el

The -news of Chamberlain's visit to Hi <4
precelved by all circles in France EXCEpt the Communists, Eﬁ
| other arente of the Soviet Govermment ard certaln Jews, ?1
wlth intense satisfactlon and a relief that approaches E;
coYELYe E‘,"
! The HTIANITY the Communlist organ contains an Ei
extremely sour comment. by Perl but the Soclallst
POPULAIRE contains an editorial of wholehearted approval G
by Blum, Tac rest of the préss applaudse E:

The Minlstry of Foreign Affairs 13 of course
Aelightede The chief alm of Ronnet's forelgn policy has
BEen to engare England's interventlon in the affalr of
Czechoslovatia, Pefore Daladler and Bonnet took office
the Britich had refused conslstently to become seriously
{nvolvels Chamterlain's personal visit to Hitler 1s
therefore H.”LV““ﬁ”L triumph for Bonnet and he 1s gleeful,

As

OTLI T213UOPTUOD




FS 2wNo, 1465, Sertember 15, 11 a.me fpom FParis

As I informed-the Department last night by brief tele=
gram after finding a conversation with MNre Megssersmith
unsatisfactory due to atmospheric conditions, Bomnet
feels that the danger of general European war has
disappeareds |

The story being eirculated by the French press

that Daladier suggested Chamberlain's visit to Hitler 1s

untrucs

CSE BULLITT




FS TELEGRAM RECEIVED
Parli s

This telegram must bE
closely paraphrased bE<

fore belng ?w?municatcﬂ Dated September 15,1938
to anygpre D @ ;
o RRS FROM Reeld 1ﬁplﬁﬁu ar T /P f{n;“!...- F
= DIVISION OF
Seerelary of State, : 1 | EUROPEAN AFFAINS
'hl_ L
Washington. F".T',‘]L §EP 151938 |
" DEPARTMENT OF STATE

1465, Sepbember 15, 11 aem. (SECTION ™WOT
As I informed the Department Daladier telephoned to
Chamberlain and'auggzst:d thet there should be a confer=
ence of repreaentatives of England, France and Germanys
His conversation with Chamberlaln was most unsatisfactory
due in part to Daladier's total lack of knowledge of J
English and Chamberlain's imparfzct_knowl:dgc of Frenche
Yesterday afternoon all Bonnet knew w=s that the British
thought some scrt of a conversation should be held with
the Germans, The British Ambassador informed me last night
at sbout © o'clock that he had communicated Chamberlain's
intention to visit Hitler in Birchtesgaden tﬁ Daladier
only at 8 olclocke.
. It 1s certain that the French Government will
support any arrangement that Chamberlain may be able to
make with Hitlere As I have pointed out repeatedly to
the Department in my telegrams since the beginning of
last May the only reason why the French have been ready

to go to war on behalf of Czechoslovakia 1s because of the

point



F3S 2mNoy 1465, September 15, 11 a.m. from Paris

point of honor involved, The feeling here today

Chamberlain will take care of that point of honer

™

complétely and that the French Government will e justified
in the eyes of its own people and the world in followlng

his lead, whatever that lead may be and Howéver unpalatable

to ‘Czechoslovak authoritles,
(END SECTION TWO,.)

RR:C3RE




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

F3 e

This telegram must be Paris

closely paraphrased be- B :

fore belng commnicated Dated September 15,1938
to anyoney (D) 1 [P 7l

ROPEAN AFFAIRS

P 161938
"DEPARTMENT of sTAIL
1465, Septesber 15, 11 a.m, (SECTION THREE

Secretary of State,

Washington.

In considering French opinion it must DE remembered
that the number of persons who believe that France should
fight in order to maintain her traditional power and
prestige in Central and Eastern Europe has diminished
steadily during the past year, Aside fron a few permanent
of ficials of the Quai d'Orsay and Paul Reynaud there are
nlmost no persons 1n positionﬂ of influcncé who still
feel that France should fight to uphold this traditional
pollcys Moreover, the conviction that the Treaty of
Versailles 1s one of the stupldest docunents ever penned
by the hand of man 13 now general, although not admitted
hy men like Mandel who share responsibility for its
termd, DBoth Daladier and Bonnet fought the Treaty of
Versnllles and wrecked thelr Careers temporarily by
telling the truth about the treaty when the truth was
unpopular, FHPoth are convinced that the treaty must be
revizcd and at bottom repard an alteration In the

Ozechoslovak

1L28/29 °409L

¢ Q3AS




FS 2=Nog 1465, September 15, 11 a,m, f rom Paris

Czechoslovak state as a necessary revision=-the

necessity for which they pointed out nearly 20 YEArs

agoy
(END SECTION THREE)
KLP:CSE BULLITT
|
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This telegram must be

clossg_y paraphrased be= FroMm Dated September
fore being communlcated

to anyone, (D) Ree'd 11:21 a.me.
Secretary of Sgate,

Washington,

1465, September 15, 11 asms (SECTION FOUR)

Daladier, for example,- -sald to me a few days ago
that he had had a considerable argument with Mandel
who had wished him to mobllize the French arﬁ} which
he had ended by saylng to Mandel that he did not intend
to sacrifice the entire youth of France merely to white=-
wash the criminal errors that had been committed by
Mandel and his friend Clemenceau and the other members
of the blg four during the conference which produced the
Treaty of V.rsallles,

Both Daladier and Bonnet have said to me recently
that as scon as the Czech affair 1s settled they hope
to enter at onee into negotiation designed to bring
together Ggrmdny and France in genuine friendship, They
hope that these negotiations will result in cooperation
between Germany, France, England and Italy and that
peace may be eatablished in Europes It 13 now thelr
hope that Chamberlain's talk with Hitler may be the
beginning of this negotiation,

(END MESSAGE)
KLP BULLITT

j_‘l
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED —

£ .
Lo = . a
'his nessage must DE mﬂgnﬁq, Y Paris

d FROM | :
cat Lr R A i Dated Septeber 16,1936

SEP16 1938 &
\ON
A\

loa |-_11re paraphras
fore being comimn

to anytne, (D)

DEPARTMENT wt »i s

SErTEEAP: £ -Stat

1482, Septenber 16, 4 pPee :‘rf"/ ~

Daladier, -Ghautenps and naet lunched with Welles, €
wi{lson and nvwself teday. Since nc news had reashed Faris
ir rerard ton Chanberlaints conversation with Hitler 1+ Id
ras impossible to have any construetive convers 1tion -ir
respfet of fubture events, Daladier befcre luncheon sal [
to rie that so far as he was concerned there was nothing

to do exeept to shoulder knapsacks, Chautenps and

T
.
Bonnet are .for peaceé at alrost any price. My impressicn C
x o - = -
gti11 i3 that the French Government will fcol 1 TE= oy

cormendation nade by Charberlain,
'he only concrete statecnients of interest in crnver-

sation were that Dnlasdier said that he would have thE

e
]
.
(=
(==

question of settleunent of Jera In Madagascar Invest

N ey

irriediately nnd he asserted that French _ilih.r; recula=-
tions would prevent the-sending of any retired French

general to assist Chiang lal Shel,

Q
:
.
@

: =
38
=
bl
t.:'.
w




-2= #1482, September 16, 4 pere from Paris

Daladier said also that in case of war thi troops in

French Moroceo could seize Spanish Morocco in 48 hours

and expressed the opinion that two French divisions would

suffice to wipe out Franco in the course of a few weeka,
I ‘asked if he did not feel that the sending of such
divistons would briqg Italy at once into war and hEe
replied that in his opinion Italy would ent:ir war at
once in any zvent on the slde of Germany. Eonnet

concurreds

BULLITT




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

T
L
This telegram must be——m—
closely paraphrased be=
fore belng communicated FROM 1958
to ang®ney, (br) :
Secretary of State,
Washington,
1490, September 16, 2 p.ms
Bonnet hns just told-me that the French -Ambaasador |
@) |
' in London informed hir E inute s E Bri
T
cablr v till® sitting;. that ther ul no .
N
communioue tonights: that o infor ] oul £
S
lven to the Frene vernment tonlght, OrYov
J)
morni: | 1tish ccbinet will ~-alecloc) —
nd ir i r EeEr. the Ein ' LIS,
ritish & 3ndor in Parls, L1 11 a
t ~hi Y r 1
P A




TELEGRAM RECEIVED AVIEION: OF

EURDPEAN AFFAIRS

JR : ¥ SEP 171938

'hia tElEegram musht. be Paris

closely paraphrased be=- '
re BEing communicat ed FROM Dat ed :"‘u'_rﬂttﬁ*}r"ﬂ.’fn‘in:‘ﬂ

nyone, (br)

Rea'd €:25 rema

] M

Secretary of State,

nshington,

1490, September 16, 2 pems (SECTION T70).

Bonnet added that while Corbin had no speclfie
information whatsoever with regard tn the conversations
ant Berchtesgnden he tellrved thoet the 'Pi115thﬁtiﬂEt

was now engagéed in drawing up with the assistance of

Runciman a definite project based on Chamberlaoin's

definite project would be given to the French Govern-
ment tomorrow morning togetheér with the account of the
conversntion,

pfonnet snld that his revorts from Czechoslovakla
tonight indicated that there haod been no serious
Incldents whatsoever today ond sald that he thought

Hitler would do everything possible to keep the

Sudeten quict until his converscotion on Tuesday with

Chﬂmbtrlﬂin. He said that he thought this meant that
the British project would give Hitler at lecst three-

quarter satlsfoction,




:”‘:;EEP.#llgﬂ,'ﬁEp;EMbEr 16, 2 bems (SECTION TWO) .from Paris,

WL Bonneb wias more optimiatié with regard to the . |
possibility of avoiding war ‘than at any time ﬁuﬁiﬁg thsf :
pﬁﬁt.fzyzﬂ&ja._ﬁﬂll e -? iy
| END OF MESSACE.

BU LILI TT
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closely paraphrased before

This message must be

bel commMicated to "‘%| 4
(D)ns _ = R:u'd agsu.n?m.

Secretary of State
 Washington . - e
RUSH
1503, September 19, noon
AP Ty Ju,.+5*”"nh FOR TIE StuHETﬁdv

Dtt:d Stpt:mb:r 19,1a=a

Gezneral European war appears tc oe 61nszr this morning:

than at ﬁny previous fime,

. The Frrn ch Vinisters reached Paria frcm Lnnﬂnn half

-an hour ﬁgd. Thzy went direect tn the Elysee for a cnuncil

of state, I have talked, however, with Julss-thrg who was-

with Bonnet throughnut the London conversasions,

The Department has unquestionably been informed fully

by nur'Embassy in London in regard to Chamberlain'’s cone

~
W

L' R
B
gr

versaiion with Hitler and the decisions of the British
Gnvcrnwcnt

Briefly I iathered from Henry that Hitler atated to
“hambcrlain Lhat he would 1nnnrporafc the S3udeten within
the deieh peacefully ir pnsnihlc, by war ifl nEcCessary,

.ﬂhamhcrlnin asked if he eould be assiured th t Hitler had

no further Aegsigns on Czechosleovakia than the Aetachment |
3

from the Czcclioalovak stnte of thc Sudeten, Hitler

-

promised Jhumberlain that he A1 not ”12h_hn¥hhih; out
Y :
; the

905/29:30

o8-

N



a

ML -2~ Paris #1503 Sept,19,1938 9:50a.m,

the Sudeten rcgions. He saild furthermore that he had no

intention at the present time of taking up the- question of

Germans in Poland or Memel or othcr eareas in Europe,

Hitler -refused, however, to go into any gencral discussion

of the organization of European pecce or the limitntion of

ermaments, HeE wes at times Intensely exclted anAd ot times
eolm,

(END SECTION QNE).

KLP




TELEGRAM RECEIVED
JR

This telegram must be~ . Paris
closely papgphraszed be-
fore belng communicated FrOM Dated September 19, 195
to anyone., (D)
Rectd _1'1'.‘:40' AgMg
Secretary of State, .
: Washington,

RUSH,

1503, September 19, noon. (SECTION TWO).

When Chamberlain pointed out to him that France
was bound by treaty to Czechoslovakia and that if German
troops should cross the Czechoalovak border the French
would at once attack Germany and that England would not
be able to stand aside from .thE ensuing conflict,

Hitler replied that he was a young man of 49 years and
that he would live under these circumstances to see

22 B T
the triumph of Germany and a reorganization of £8/ Europe,

Chamberlaln asked Hitler for assurances in case
he should undertake to umo persuade the
Czechoslovak chernméftq.ﬁ the Sudeten to Germany
that during the period of negotiations Hitler would
not march troops across the Czechoslovak border,

Hitler sald that he could make him this promise subject
to the provisp that great disorders or a revolution in

the Sudeten region should not compel him to acte

LY Chamberlaln




)3, September 19, noc

Chamberlain therefore left

understanding that he would submit

¥

and to the Frenth Govermment the propogal that the
Czechoslovak Govermment should be asked te relinqguish
the Sudeten region te GeErmany. The . British Cabinet
approved this proposal and last night Bonnet and
Daladier approved it. The French were definitely of
the opinion that a pleblisclite could not

be organlized, It was

and should hot

nlso declded that Great -Britain

would participate with France and other countries

in a guarantee of the Czechoslovak state which would /

remaln after the amputation of the Sudetens




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

JR

This telegeam must be Paris

closely paraphrosed be= FROM
fore .being communicated Dated September 19, 1938

to anyones (D)
' Rec'd 11:16 aem,

Secretary of State,

Washingtons

RUSH.

1503,

September 19, noons (SECTION THREE).

Dnladier and Bonnet at the Elysee are now engaged
in acqualnting thelr fellow members of the Cabinet with
the results of thelr conversatlons in Londen and the
Hritish are engoged In attempting to persunde the
Czeehs to relinquish the Sudeten voluntarily,

The situation which will arise if the Czech Govern=-
ment should refuse to permit the Sudetem to enter the
German Reich will be desperates As Chautemps Shié to
me this morning just before the Council of State began
the Czechs unquestionably. would be better off without the
Sudeten =nd with the genernl puarantee participated in
by Grent Hrltaln; but for - sovereign state to relinguish
any portion of 1ts territory under 'hrj;.-.f'.: ¥

extraordinarlily difficult,

[ the Czechs should refuse the British proposals
and the German nrmy then should eross the Czech.frontier
alter

a1 Te1yUepPYUOY

£06/29 409,

™3r




-2= #1503, September 19, noon (SECTION THREE) from Paris.,

after o declaration by Great Britain that Great Britain
would afnnd aslde the position of Fronce would beEcome one
of agonizing tragedy., If France showld refuse to attack
Germany the people of Freance would bc.ccnptilsd toi
witness the spectacle of the destruction ineh by inch

of Czechoslovakin by the German army aﬁﬁ this horrible
slﬂuﬁﬁtar would ceontinue for nt lenst three weekss ThE
French people would become uﬂPvauscﬁ that there would
be strikes =nd revolutlonary demonstrations ~nd in the

End publie opinion might ‘declde for war,

(END SECTION THREE).

BULLITT

KLP
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

L=l

FrOoM
JR

This telegram must bE Parls

clostly paraphrased bhe-
fore belng communlcated

to anyonte (D)
Rectd 1:30 pems

Secretary of State,

Wﬁshinﬂﬁnn.

RUSH,

1503, September 19,],{“9?&%10?1 FOUR) o

Chautemps went on to say that on the other hand
1t was clenr that France would be alone in
bearing the burden of both German and Italian attack,
Even though CGreat Britain should be compelled to enter
the war the British forces could be of real assistance
only at. sea, The British could put only 65,000 men
on the continent of Europe at the moment and their
alr force would barely be adequate to defend Great
Britaine, The Russian army oeuld not enter into active
war against Germany because 1t would be necessary to
eross the territory of either Poland or Rumania which
would r:sult“in {mmediate war with both Pecland and
Rumania, The superiority of the German and Italian
alr forces was 80 tholuts over the French air force
that every city in France and EVery military objective

could be destroyed at will, Even with the full

productive

Dated September 19, 195C

-y

i M‘- 1 +--.f.:;‘ eyl
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-2- #1503, September 19,. (SECTION FOUR) from Paris,

productive capaclty of the alrplanc .Tastorics ol the

United States operating. ot Fu]l speed it would be two

years before parity in the alr could be achleved,

For France, therefore, the stake.was the entire youth

of theg cﬁun’fy and every bullding in 1t. In the end

there would be nothing left-of any construction on

the contentent of Europe and smnll vestige of any race.
If the Czechoslovak Goverrnment should refuse to

give up the Sudeten afid Hitler should enter Czechoslovakln,

Fronce therefore will confront the appalling declsion

elther of saerifieing the greater part of the race

or of suffering = moral wound almost too great to

beare It is 1dle to speculate at this moment on the

decision which will be determined by many small factors

but there is still in Frn;cs so much of the spirit of

the Jacobins and behind that Jeanne d'Are that I

feel the French would march into the furnnce,

BULLITT

GW :RGC
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

m T=118

This telegrom must be FrROM Paris
closEly paraphrased be=
fore belng communicated
to anyones (D)

Dated September 19, 1938
Rec'’d 1:22 p.ms
Secretnry of State,

Washington,

RUSH,

1503, September 19, noon, (SECTION FIVE),

Dnladier, Bonnet and Choutemps have all spoken to
me with regard to despatches purporting to givE the
opinions of officials of the Americenn Government and of
the Amerienn people, nll-of which indicate that we
desire Franece to.go to war at this time,  They have
been intensely disturbed by these Exprsssions_pf
npinioﬁ—-fﬁr EXxample by the despatch which ﬁgpsﬂrad in
LE TE'PS of September 17, discussing the point of view
of the Department of State and indicating that "an
nuthorized personnlity declared: 'if we - admit the right
of peoples te dispose of themselves, there is another
right which 13 th-t of a2 constituted Government to maintain

its nntionnl unity'™;: and the statement by Senntor

L1 el

Flttm=zn reported in this morning'!s press "Czechoslovrnkin
hns the right to expect nd demand protection from the
FOVErmments responsible for 1ts erestion vhich pledged it

thelr nrotectiong”

~
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

=138
MG FROM
This mcasaze mast DE
closely mara-hraszd be=-
fore bteing comrmunic ated
to anycne, D
. Dcted September 19, 1938,

FParis

Aee'd 10:48 g n,.

Seeretor- of 3tate,
cahin ston,

-
PR |

1503, 5=pteirbcr:19, noon, (3nction 3ix),

T belizve ‘that all membcrs of ow Fovermment and offil-
elals of thc dAifferent Demartrenta cl:oald refrein from any
exrression of opinion whatsoever tending to malke 1t enpear
thit we telizve that France showld go to war in order to

Xeep 3,200,000 Sudctens under the rule of 7,000,000 Crechs,

It 18 entirely honoraible to wge amother ration to go to

war if ‘ong i3 prencred to g0 ©n war at onece on the sidec of
that notior but I 'now nothuig ore dighonoraltle than to
urgie othicr nati to zo 0 VK L ne ia deter ine ot
to o & PN g oaide of ! ! » ondl I brlien
t the wnconle ~ the ‘nite ELecrm ne t
(vier?)
L 0 to won L W o 1 ¥

LS TR e
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100) -




f -
TELEGRAM RECEIVED '

REB
I=1138
This telegram must be FROM
eclosely paraphrased be- PARIS

fore being communicated
to anyong, (D) Dated September 19, 1938

Rec'd 3:33 De Ms

Secretary of State,

Q16/89 400 L

Washingtone

RUSH

150¢, September 19, 5 P« Mo (SECTION ONE)

STPISTLY COVPTRENTTAL FOR THE SECRETARY.

Bonnet has just informed me that the joint telegram
of the British and French Governments proposing to BEnes
that he should cede at oncEe to Germany the distriets con=
taining -52% of Germans and over has been despatched to :E /
Praha. ;5 oo |

I asked what would happen to the Czech minority in g |
these districts and to the German minority in the G
remainder of Czechoslovakia and Bonnet sald that there ~ E-

would be an exchange of populations. I asked him if §
Chamberlain had discussed this question of exchange of :

ations with Hitler and hEe replied that he had. I

popul
repeated the question and he repeated the assertion, ;:
I asked if Hitler would accept this solution, Bonnet i?

gaid that since he had asked only for a plebiscite and 14;‘

being handed the Sudeten Chamberlain was confident he
would




REB
2=#1509, From Paris, SEpt.l9,0p.n.
(Sec, One) ]

WJuldluCQEpt-

Bonnet. sald further: that the British ?oﬁarnmsnt
had informed Praha officlally teday that if the Britlish-
French proposal should be rejected by the Czechoslovak
Government, Great Britaln would not come to the support
of Czechoslovakia under any circumstanc€s no-matter
what might happen, On the other hand . 1f the Czechs
should accept th? proposal Greaf Britainﬂiai;;u;ﬁtﬁb

prepared to- enter into an international guarantee of

the Czechoslovak state,

0 | BULLITT
KLP

(#) Apparent omission
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. TELEGRAM RECEIVED
REB

This telegray must be

closely paraphrased be=- FrROM PARIS

fore Peing communicated

to anyone, (D) Dated September 19, 1938

1
Ree!d 3:53 pl me

Secretary of State,

Washington,

1509,
September 19, 5 ps my  (SECTION TWO)

I asked Bonnet what the position of France would bEe
if Benes_should refuse and he replied that the posltion
of France would be the same as the Eritish position,

\ i France positively would not march in suppoft of
Czechoslovakia, I ventured to doubt the accuracy of
this statement and said that I believed Daladler was -
more belligerent than he was, Bonnet replied that on
the contrary Daladlier agreed entirely and 1t was
Daladier and not himself whe had econducted the dis-
cussion in London in the course of which this point had
been brought out,

I said to Bonnet that nevertheless I could not
{magine the French public remaining qulet and watching

| he Crechoalovak army slowly destroyecdl by the German

irmys PBonnet replied that he could imagine 1t very

well: the people of France desired nothing but peace}

o o~ i

at leasat 80% of tie populatlion was oppeosed te gelng b«

L




REB
2- From Paris, Sept, 19, 5 p, m,
#1509 (Sgetion Two)
war under any conditions in support of Czechoslovakia,

I said that on the contrary I should expect an
immEnsE-publig retaction led by the Communists and the
Soclalists, Bonnet sald that the Communists would
make all the trouble they could; but he did not
believe the Socialists would, and he did not anticlpate

any seErious internal troubles,

BULLITT




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

REB

This telegram must be

closely peraphrased be- FROM PARI3
fore bein’; cormunicated
to anyone, (D) Dated September 19, 193£

flee'd 3:40 p, m,

3ecretary of State,

Yasahin~son,

kA

1509, Sentember 19, 5 p. n. (SECTION TFREE)

I tieEn 2lluded to the posslihility that the Poles and
‘ungarians wotld atrike if recession aliould be accorded
to tiw Sdeten and withheld from the Polish and Tungarian
minorities, Donnet said that it was nonsense for the
oles to ta':e this attitude. ThE question was one of
pEace ard war in Europe, There vere 34 million Cermons
involved ‘and only 40,700 Poles (the Poles say 200,000,
There are 90,000), an! the Poles and ungarians could
perfectly well wait for two or Liree months and then have

their plediscites,

I said that I remoined peasisd-tic. Whot would
hap»en 1f Cenes should refuse? “onnet said: "Me eannot
refuse, We will not let ienes i1 order to maintain the
dordnation of 7 :illion Czee¥s over 32 million “Bermans
drive 40 nmillion French prople to tieir deaths ond he

knows




From Parias, Sept.l19,5p.M.

lkknowa it".

Bonnet aaid that if the Prench Government had
refused Chanberlain's proposal e would have considered
thie. da zer of war enormous, As it was he 4id not.,

Llto-eter Bonnet wos much

had ErpeEcted to find him, e had received no indication

with regarc to Benes' reaetion to the British-French

proposal,

(E:7) O ESSAGE)
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TELEGRAM RECEILV

NC -
This telegram must

be olosely paraphrased
before being communicated Dated September 19, 1938

to anyonege (D)

FRrROM Paris

REC 'da 4:06 Pelle

Secretary of State #

Washington p

RUSH

1510, September 19, € peme (Section One)

STRTYNTTV NAVDITDIMTTAT, FOR THE SECRETARY,

I have jJust talked with Jaucgues Keyser Viece President

of the Radieal Soecinlist party and "L-.r*nfi'jif:ntinl diplomatic
]

.':I'El-/h'ai' ._I"\E}L

adviser™ +to Daladier who wos Daladier's assistant in London,

He is of the oplnion that the agreement ‘reached in London

menans the preservation of pemce for . at least 24 hours but |

nlao that 1t hns settled nothing.

e

He was fully aware that the Polish and Hungnrian Y
iOVErNmeEnts would come. forvard with Immedinte demsnds znd

]

Indicoted that 1t was -not 4t all palatable to him to have i

TE [ Y T 1T i L S LR E 11 ¥ g 1 1|‘._ FL‘ r o 5" E

nertion i erehagl oy f i nld remnoin fter

F |

£} mputatim % udet in $ rracneEct o rt 1

.

thet napentEe rendered A 11vsapr by ,:rﬁ_].:atf{.. in thi P :::__.a

]
&

BE6RZ Z ¢




NC =2= #1510 from Paris, September 19, 1938 |

Russia could not be counted on, This had for the
moment diminished greatly the possibility that Benes might
prefuse the British-French proposal but

Moscow hod agoin revived the possibility.




TELEGRAM RECELVED

REB i

This telegld® must be FROM

closely paraphrased be= PARIS

fore belng communicated

to anyone, (D) s Dated September 19, 1938

Rec'd 4:39 pe m,

Secretary of State, .

Washington,

RUSH et "
1510, September 19, 6 pem. (SECTION TWO)
I asked Kayser to predict to me what would happen
in France if the Czechs should refuse the proposal and the
German army should invade-Czechoslovakia, He expressed
an oplnion exactly contrary to that of Bonnet reported
in my No, 1509, of September 19, 5 p, my He 2aid that
unquestionably France would come close to civil war,
Not only the Communists but also men of every party from
the extreme Right to the extreme Left would favor war
on the ground that if France shcul&lnct go to war she
would be d}ahoncrsd. He felt certain that there would
be widespread strikes and riots’ and was of the opinion
that in the end France would go tc war, Kayser went on
to predlet that even though the Czechs should submit the

action of the British and French Governments would produce

a swing in public opinion away from the system of
! LY
parliamentary demcocracys. He did not believe that the
country




country wou

)
o
&

predict to what individual the nnati
FElt that the democratic parlismentar

had received o blow from whiech it . micht

(END OF MESSAGE)
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onl urns om -
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Dated September 20, 1938 -

! Rec'd 7135 aeme
Secretary of State,

Washingtons

1514, September ':ar:f,' 11 a.m,

The reaction of the pEopiE of France to the
events of yesterday wes expressed.completely by Leon
Blum in the following.words:

‘ "War is probably avaidsd; but under such eonditions
that I, who have never ceased to fight for pedce ard for
many years have dedicated my 11fe to peace, cannot feel
Joy and that my emotlons are divided between a cowardly
relief and shame,"

Five minutes ago -the Frenech Forelgn 0ffice recelved
a telephone ¢all from the French Minlster in Praha
reporting thot he had recelved nelther the reply of the
Czeeh Government nor any intimatien as #o the nature of

the reply,

ULLITT e '
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EDA _
This telegram must DE PARIS

closely parapiirastd
before being communie FROM
catgd to anyone (ER)

20, 1938

Dated September 20,

Received 11:20 a.m,

Seoeretary.of State

Yiaghington

RUSH 9

3 2 n

1518, September 20,

e LA Tt T b T -5 T A om

STRYATLY acwmror i TIAL FOR Tht ‘St TETARY o o
Id1le I was lunching with Sir Eric Priprs, the Fritish .y
(N

Ambassador, Fonnet telephoned in rreat exeltement to say

; . - ] R 2 S :
that he had ju t heard from DEDES st the Czech (tov -
ent had not vet decided what course to pursue 3

~naidering  bwo alte

accent the Sritish=-Franch propnsals

[

2
arbitration of the mindrity question in Czechoalovaking two, ¥  [Wy.

"

= fg

i vy

| L
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is

closely parepmrased be-
FROM  pated September 20,

garckary of

TELEGRAM RECEIVED

telegram muat bE Faris

re belng communicated L
anyoneée, (br)
Reel'd 11:25 a.me

Stat Ey

Waahineton,

151€, 3epteanber 20, 2 pem {SECTION .TWO},
The British Ambassador sald he had replicd to
lonnet that he was so sure of the position of his
tovernment that, without consulting hls Government, he
vould at once telephone to Praha and tell the British
the Czechoslovak

"inister te Express the opinion t

1overnment that if the Czecheslovak Government should
anpegl for arbitration German Eroops would enter

Czechoslovakla tonlght,

The British Ambasaac
tovermments had made 1t entirely

nd British

French an

enes that 1 he should not

elesr to
Prench proposal and German troops should enter
deegchoslovakia ne suprort would be accorded to
“zechoslovakia by elther Great Britain or France.
The British Ambassador then telephoned te the Srditish
ifinister in Praha and also te the Forelgn ofrfice in

London

accept the British=-

/

i

U T

866l 13 439

o[ reyuepguol” ©




e

- #151&; SEptember 20, 2 'peme (SECTION TWO) from Paris,

London which . indiecated entire accord with his views and

aebionsgs
The final Czech reply 1a expected by |

% olelock this -~fterricone (END MESSAGE).

BULLITT .
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED g
From: ORAY =

Paris

Dated September 21, 1058

Recld B:35 a.m,.

Secretary of State,

%1, noon,

d=

uibazaador has just

has accepted flatly

Fritish=-Frencihh proposal HE says
been decided that Chamberlain
ny Ltomorrow LC
!

Ppitish Ambassador states that the Pollsh and

Hunrarian minorities 1n Czechoslovakia will probably
Fiven to Poland and Hungary outright in districts

where they number more "han 50 per cent of the




-2~ #1528, September 21, noon, f

impression that the Czech Gov

relleved to have the flat stat

srrangements the chenoe

Rl




B TELEGRAM RECEIVED
'hiz telegram must be Paria
rlosgly parnphrased be=

Dategd Sgptember 22, 1538

fore being communicnted »
to anyones . D) FROM
Rec'd 10:05 n.me
Seeretary .of State, : : s
: {1 ..f eyl FON
~Irl_:,hin!-ll-_{hn. a&c‘ﬁl." i R r. i fl f

{ON OF
AFFAIRS

{USH,

1540, September 22, 1 p.m, -]
MENT UF G1AIL
STRLLLLY GUNFLLE N LLie g C
Hochat snld to YWilson this merning thet he expected ;
Hitler to move Sudttﬁn 1rmed forcea into the entire ;f
Sudeten area and cccupy it within the next 48 hours, HE Eﬁ
snid that Asch hod already beken occupied this moming. E&
Rochat snld that he is convinced that Chamberlain
will find himself faced with another ultimatum this r
afterncon by Hitler, He believes it not unlikely that {
Hitler will demand the complete disappearance of the 7
Czech states If such should be the e-~se; it would MLWH%G
war nt oncee  Rochat snid that it vwas lneoncelvable ii
that the French people would watch pacssively the entire g; 51
dismemberment ~nd disappearance of the Czech states
There would be n wave of popular indignation ”hiéh vould (&
swEEp 2ll before it demanding var agoinst Germany EVEn 'ﬂ
with the fear that this might mean national suicide, E‘
He believes that British opinion will renect in thﬁ ;:
[ -
sTME mﬂnngr. -
(END SECTION ONE). g’

PEG:CSB i BULLITT




TELEGRAM RECEIVED
388 'E mast be T IR - % 1 &
paraphrased DE=-
[ o1 JEINR cammnicated Dated Septerber, 22,
to anyone. (D) FROM

.
b 1Y - | ™ Fal
Yurosl i3 more doubtful, { other
fall ¥ ¥ 11 - s BER A x
Bl E E ¥ JE coal: i or nf T 1-, ] 1..’ ~
Ly ;
F
Folar Hungary, r
1 “l
ochat stated that this afternoon Charberlain

bringing "on a platter" entire satisfaction to Hitler's

ultimatum of a week agos (Ineidentnlly it appears trhat :
there was in fact a time 1limit to this ultimatur inns- ‘
nuch as Hitler "suggested" that he be furnished a ;

o SR
eatd 4 - wlvy By W e sAnTr M- - o Tl © -
satisfactory reply by Wednesday of next week", 1. E.

T
yesterday)s If in the face of this amazing dirlomatid -

triumph, which means that Hitler has alresdy becore
rmaster of Central Europe 1f not of the whole of Eurove {

he should now insist upon winines ou

ct
-
=
m
o
+
-
Lr)
1
¥
[

the Czechoslovak staute or upon irmediate wmilitary inva- i

4 ¥ 1nv
sion of the Sudeten reglons without affording decent f

time, even a few days, for tranasferance of authority, f

it could mean only one thing, and that vas war, (ENT {j
. ilES3AGE) ¢

GW:CSB
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TELEGRAM REC
DIVISION OF
wonoeaN fFFAIRS

SERR j}ﬂap

Pa 1HE|'EFM|TIW
Dated September 22, 1938

JR 1= i—iame - GR

Rec'd 12:30 peme
Secretary of State,

Washington,

1541, September 22, 2 peme

Farlismentery group of the Communist party adopted

s rezolution against "the abandonment of the Interests
of Frence and of peace which results from acceptance
of the proposals of lir., Chamberlain giving Hitler
freedom to ‘dismember Czechoslovakia, the integrity

of which is inscparable from French security,”

The resolution noted that the same sentiment is
manifested in the ranks of the Sociallst Farty and
directed the Communlst representatives to the
lelegation of Left partles to propos among: other

"

4 :, i-r. ..-,’ H '..i- ,..a.,-lq:..,i_-lr.t-\: r_:r- a !"'1 a0 I3 ‘.l » _T"": IL'I.";.I r e [1-

elepation to Czechoslovakia to assure *RE ponulatlon

v 4 |.i_.:. - I-. i s i p= .1”,_:.;,... -~ T 'i.'."j.."t, {‘ +_|,.LE (0]

d
14

rench people to remain faithfu o FPhelr engagements o

I :

o e 4

S " e -}

1 onv " Eanrl1iimeEnt, - -




-2= #1541, September 22, 2 p.my, from Paris,

Yesterday afternoon the Socialist parliamentary
group adopted a resolution stating that "the Sceclalist
group cannot assoclate itself with a diplomatic action
which aims to impose on a‘staté, without consulting
that state, and under the menace of aggression, the
sacrifice of its independence, and which will
strengthen materially and morally, regimes of viclence,

isolate France, precipitate an armaments race,  snd

thereby aggravate bhe risks of yar,"
A meeting of the Left 14 ry o greur
LY
last nlght the Badical Socialists refused to associnte
hEMseElves 3 } omruani st T inciall l nd
for he inmedinate convoe ien e Parliar b (ExD




e TICL

This telegram must bE
c¢losely paraphrased be=-
fore being-eemmunicated

to anyoné, (D) . L,
WY DF 8 — Ree'd 9:35 a.m.

i
N o LN

JJ
s SN A7 A
Seeretary of g¥ate, | . \Qac | =5 ""-“'""'”“m.‘ - }/

Dated September 24,1938

. a y _Ifl P il
WEShithﬂn. Al "'}
938 )
N, \ / :
ey USH EIRE NRLNOTED 2
pivisi e
EURD: 569, September 24, noon. (SECTION ONE).

WFISCNTIAL TOR THE SECRETARY.

na LY. Lyl Liasans

have just talked with both Bonnet and the British

Ambassador. Neither has any exact information with regard

to Chamberlain's midnight convervation with Hitler,
Chamberlain left Godesberg at a quarter before ten

this morning. Neither the British Ambassador nor Bonnet

expects to have any definite information until some hours

after his arrival in London,

The outstanding question (as indicated in my 15644
'\

; <
September 23, 11 p.m.) 1s whether Hitler should be permifde
=

to occury certain districts in the Sudeten area at once

or should be required to wait, Bonnet sald to me that he

believed it would be folly to destroy the Continent of.

Europe on the issue of whether Hitler took these districts

on the 25th September or the 25th of October. The British

Ambassador expressed exactly the same opinion, During
in France has strengthened
greatly

the past 24 hours public opinion

-

Moo WRARE [o
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P=lo, 1569, “eptEmber

greatly on the slde of war in the event of attack onh

Czechoslovakia, If the decizions/of the British Cabinet

should be adverse to acceptance of Hitler's demand I

bElieve that Daladier would summon the French Parliament

at once, Parliament could probably meet within 12 hours

of the summons,

(END SECTICN ONE).




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

FroMm

EG

This message must DE
closely paraphrased be-
fore being communicated Dated Septenber 24, 1938

to anyonee (D) .
Ree'd 10:30 a.,me
ECRE TARY G

Secretary of State, 1 SN
: N
&N

Paris

Washington, SER -2t 1238

RUSH.
1569, September 24, noon. (SECTION TWO)

It would bE necessary to summon Parliameft because
the Prime Minister under the French Constitutlon has no
authority to order an attack against foreign soil or to
lasue = éEclnrntion of War except 1n oase France is in-
vaded, without n vote of Parliament,

thnutemps saild to me last night that he had dils-
cussed this point with Daladier recently. Daladler
had said to him that if the situntion grew more criti-
cal he would use to the 1imit his powers to produce
partial mobilizatlon but posltively would not l1lsaue an

nrder for Fenernl mobilization before he had a veote of

muepguon

ol g e

Parliament authorizineg hin to deelare wary He would not

place himaelf in the ridiculous position of mobilizing

the army nnd having it stand under arms pendlng a vote

of the Chamber,




=2= #1569, September 24, noon, (SECTION TWO) from Paris

If the British Cabinet-and the French should reject
Hitler's demand and German troops should attack Czecho=
slovakia there probably would be a period of about 12

hours before the French Parliament could vote in favor

of war,

I have no dbubﬁ that if Germany should attack
Czgchoslovaokia the French Parliament would vote for
wng;

I asked Bonnet for an opinion as to the chances
of preserving peact, He replied that he thought there

was s8till a smnll aint chancke,

-

BULLITT




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

EG
'his nessage must bE e Parls
closely pnrn?hraSEd o] L FrROM
fore belrig cormmunicated Dated September 242, 1938
to. anyones (D) ]

Rec’d 11325 a.m,
Secretary of State,

Wlaghington,

RUSH

1569, September 24, noon. (SECTION THREE).

I know that you and the President have considered
what action, if any, the Government of the United States
should take to attempt to preserve peace if Chamberlain's
efforts should fall , i, Whatever may be momentary I
opinion 1n the United States I an cerbaln that in the
long run all Americans will feel that some effort by
our Government is essential even though the effort may
prove to be a fallure.

I believe, therefore, that if you should receive
definite word today that the British and French Govern=-
ments have rejected Hitler'!s demand and are ready to
rmake war if Czechoslovakla 1s attacked, the President
should issue an appeal to the Chiefs of State of England,
France, Germany, Italy and Poland requesting them to send
representatives at once to The Hague to discuss ways and
means to preserve European peace and to strengthen the

/

foundations of pzncE. I believe we should offer to send

a representative to such a conference,




-2« #1569, September 24, noon, (SECTION THREE) from Paris

I belleve that such an appeal should contain a strong
warning againat armies crossing frontlers, I consider it
essentlal to inelude Poland in. such a conference and
equally essential not (repeat nect) to inelude the Soviet
Russian Govermment,

I belleve that the President should issue such-.an
appeal even though German troops should have crossed the
frontliers of Czechoslovakiag and in that case shoulad
propoat an irmediate armistice on the basls that. troops
should not go forward from such positions.as they have

ND MESSAGE)

m

occupied, (

BULLITT
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

1w Paris

This telegPE® must be closggp .5 ' VISIQN O
paraphrased before belng come= Dated Septegb 3§ﬁam.

municated to anyonee (D
- Rec'd 7118 26 1938

1

RTMENT OF Slait

Secretary of State

Washington

576, September 24, © peme

ThE
French Government has not vet received the text of the

0901/29° 409L

note handed to Chamberlain by Hltler last midnight and
Hitler's note of yesterday afternoon has beEen recelved
SRl Sl ) ! The -
only irn-the form of a rather gartled texts Efrsnch GOVEDTN=
1ent expects to receive the second note sometime tonlght
from the BEritish Embassy here, I have just talked with
Ambassador Kennedy who -has informed mec that he hsas already
th notes and has communicated their contents to jou

1

The FPrench Ambgssador in London, who has also SEEn

|-

* %

note containg a demand by Fitler that German troops

the notes, has reported to his Government that the ar”ﬁﬂﬂ
o
r\".‘.
-'".'-.

should cecupy immediately all reglons where there are
until just

Lroops




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

HR I—tan Paris

This message must be FROM :
closely paraphrased be= Dated September 24, 1938
fore bEing communicated P

to anyone., (D) Rec'd 7:28 pem,

Secretary of Etgtz -
Viashington,

1576, Scptember 24, 9 pems (SECTION TWO)

In t:r absence of an actual text of the note the
French CGovernment finds it difficult to believe that such
a proposal can have DEEn nut forward and 1is reserving
juﬁgmﬁnt.

Tt 4s the viewof the French Government however that
the portions of Hitler's notes thus far received show no
basis for a compromise. and war is bellieved to bE near,

The mobilization of the two classes summoncd today
procecded admirably and in the best spirit,  There wos
apparently a mentally unbalanced fellow who
made o small scene at the Gare de 17 Est but otherwise
nothing hut fMll readiness to rmareh was in evidence,
There 43 no doubt in my mind that %343 country will res-
pond to any demnd made by the vornment without eEne

thusiasm ut with unbreakable dcterminction. (End MESSALE )

HFD

JF
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7991 /29° 4092,
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This message mudt DE
closely paraphrased be=
fore being corzmunicated
to anyones (D)

[ o

*las -
Leted September 25, 19;%

£

REABCEIN LX) ; Rec'd B350 a.m.
T obuhk] } _:-.r :
Secretary of SErtE, ‘u§¢
I A .
jiachington. 211938 ~~| T ‘ to
| S 17,5
#ﬁﬁf/ = H
#
o orepoet Tl

RUSH, ~ HEsseRsuin

1577, September 25, 11 a.m,

vy

STRICrLY cOnFILCYTTAL FOR TYE SECRETARY,

BIVISION OF
MR, wELLTD oq CUROPEAN AFFAIRS

81938

UERARTMEN | OF STAIL

1921 /29°409L

I nave just read in Bonnet's office the text—of
Hitler's final note to Chamberlain. Bonnet had also
the aprended officlial map shoving the districts de-
manded by the Germans, The ;ist of Hitler's note was
the folloviing:

One, The Czechs must withdraw all their armed
forces from territory in which there is 50% or more
German population by Octeber 1, This territory will
be oecunled at onee by the German army and the German
Government will agree to have a member of the Czech
general staff attached to the German general staff
during the occupation,

Two. In districts in which the population is less

than 50% German there must be plebiscites under control

of an intermational commission,

Hitler

7 2

o0






HJD
=114
This telesran must: be FRrRom
closely noronhroced
before bein; communicoted
to anyone, (D)

Secretory of 3tcote,

Govermuent -d decided to refuse

= Ya &
¥

he felt thot hia nogition “ould
GovErMEnt ., E grid Bt once
optimiatic and voked me if I gl
renlicd thet L could |
to hon siner she first nmoment
dECrT 0N ten in London 1nsl

TELEGRAM RECEIVED

this ofternoon for consultction vith Chomberloin ond Toli

counternronoacl to Tiitler, e a-

Czechoslovilii ond (2ince he nergonclly desires to cvoid

Pcrio
cted September 25, 1932,

jtc'd' 3:55 e Me

1577, Lentember 25, 110, un, (Section ™wo),

Donnet onid that he ond Doladirr would zo to London

cnd cdded thot he felt certoin the Zritish vould not hove
invited hoir ond Dolodier to Loadon todoy if the British

thesce nroposals, e be-
lieved thot they were beins swmoned in order to nrepore .o

if &N

Gh.t.i% vwrao his econviection

ot 211 coota) he o2 much mere cheerful thin yesterdsy cs

W
T

t 1 r2tish Government would not 30 to wvor on brlolfl of -

br cummorted by the 2»f tial
N e h.d Beecome gorev™int

Ped hia omeElnmion,

noilring to vh.t 1 h.d 3.
e infomied nre of the

" Britisch Governmen

.1~ diEer

1901/29° 4092




MJD 2% Ilo, 1577, September 25, 11 . m, (Section Tvo)

from Poris

Dclcdier :'.:'1:1.‘111:-15:11' 1rst Sundoy. I hod pointed out ot thnt
time thot “y.olceinz the entire offcir on the boals of o

oeggion of trrritory instecd of the xais of plebigeites ond

L]

by iznor.n; ccoupletely the Poles cond Tunzaricns the Britilox

e e

cnd TrPEnch “overnnento were thrusting the Poles cnd Hunscriang

into Titler'a ecnp cnd were plocin: thens Elves: in - fr‘“l

nogitisn =clore the mublic opinion of the vorld, I nointed

out thot _itler hwd token full ccvantoge of thic grocs
diplorrtic error ond N7l VoD 'in ~ position . te ooy to the
& & - 15 =

Poltr ~nd taf Tunzoricns thit L0 705 LDE :nd he clone vho

#uld wrcevse their minorities o LLEN.

T1ITT
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. ' TELEGRAM RECEIVED

1—las

EG FrOM

This messaze rmust bhE - Parls

c¢losely paraphrased bE=

fore being communicated . Dated September 25, 1938

to anyone. (D)
Rec'd 92:15 aeme

1577, September 25, 11 a.m. (SECTION THREE)

....4

Sgeretary of State, 65
o)

RUSH. ‘I:':‘

(@

)

I called Bonnet!s attention to the fact. that Hitler's
statem:nt that he would not Enhter into nlguarantsz of the
Czechslovak state bo be ;1gnsd after thEIdEtachmznt of
the German minorities unless Poland and Hungary should
enter into the guarantee meant nothing more nor less than
a flat demand that the Pollsh and Hungarién minorities
should be returned to those states at once since 1t 1s
certailn that neither Poland nor Hungary will guarantee
the frontiers of what remains of Czechoslovakia until
they have received their minorities,

Bonnet said that he felt that the matter should be
handled by successive steps, First the Germans should
recelve thelr minorities and then the Poles and Hungarians
should receive thelrs, He sald that the Prench GoveErn=

ment had already urged the Czechoslovak Government to

%90 hand the Teschen alstrict to Poland and that he had

1

some hupe that the Czechoslovak Government would do 80,
He




== #1577, September 25, 1l a.m, (SECTION T‘EmEE}fI‘f:.‘f Paris

He added that the British Govermment had informed the
Czechoslovak Government that it would not enter any
guarantee unless the Polish and Hungarlan Govermments
also should enter the guarantee,

I asked Bonnet if he thought that there was the

slightest possibility that the Czechoslovak Government

would give up 1ts frontler defenses and all the Sudeten
regions of Czechoslovakia if in return 1t should not

EVEn receive a German guarantee for what remalned,

Eonnet replied that the Czechoslovak Government would

be obliged to refuse at the beginning; but he felt that
as the date of October 1 approached and as it becane
evident that the concentration of Gsfﬂﬂn troopa on the
Czech frontier, now amounting to 26 divisions, plus thHe
Polish and Hungarian concentrations was overwhelning,
the Czechoslovaks would accept at the last hour before
October 1. He said that he was convinced that the Czechs
would do this (?) at the final hour the French and Britlsh
Governments would inform the CzZechs that they could Ex-
pect no assistance.

BULLITT
C3B




ill' il TELEGRAM RECEIVED
This messagt must be
cleosely paraphrased be-
fore being icated From Dated September 25, 1938

to anyone, (D)

Parls

Riﬂ-'d 9 Bl
Seeretary of State,

Washington,

RUSH.

1577, September 25,. 11 a.m, (SECTION FOUR).

1 ventured to doubt the accuracy of this statement
and pointed out to Bonnet that while there was no en=
thusiasm for war in France the entire country was ready
to march to a man, He agreed to thisj; but said that he
felt certain that Great Britain would not be ready to
march and that when the British made it clear to the
French Government that France would have to confront
alone war with Germany and Italy the French Government
also would refuse to assist Czechoslovakia. There is
as T have pointed out a distinet Aifference between the
points of view of Daladier and Bonnet; but I believe that
i1 the British Government again should. take the attitude
thnt peace must be preserved at any priceg Daladier would
not resist long. The ultimate decislon will Dbe made by
the British Cabinet in London,

Osusky,

1901/29°409L

WD



=2= #1577, September 25, 11 a.m, (SECTION FOUR) from Paris

Osusky, Czechoslovak Minister in Paris, has just in=-
formed me that he has received by telephone from Prahs
from his Government the information that Hitler's de-
mands t;ansmittsd-by the Czechoslovak Government cannot
(repeat not) possibly be accepted, He added that this
rejection will be communicated to the British and French
Governments before the meeting of Chamberlain and Daladier
this afternoon ln London.

(END MESSAGE)

BULLITT
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PEAN Al &7
EG FrROM

i‘\&'ﬂ 6 1938
This message st bE Paris QEP""“ ENT Of Sia:

|
closely paraphrasgrd beE= . -
fore being cormunicated Dated September 25, 1938
ito anyone. (D) :

TELEGRAM RECELV

Recld 11 neris
Smrgt:u':; of State,

Washington,

RUSH.

15?‘9’ SEPtEﬂbEI‘ 25' 1 Dele

£901/29° 409L

The British Anmbassador gave me this morning the
Enrlish translation of Hitler's note to Chamberlain
but did not permit ne to have 1t to cable as he sald
it had been recelved in a confldential code. i

I was able to study 1t at leisure and at _lzngt}r‘;,:..-"'
In addition to the terms that I telegraphed you thijé y
morning after reading the French text 1in Bornetfs ‘i
offlce T noted especially the followings i
There 18 no question of exchange of populations,.

| o
-3
Hitler demands n plebiscite for the large German g

1sland in the middle of Czechoslovnkia and demcnds that

1t should becorie a part of Germany in the middle of what
will be left of Czechoslovakia,

1f this large island should vote for union with Gernoany %
The Gzrrtun note demands further that all Gernan E

speaking persons should be released at once from the

Czechoslovak army and permitted to leave at once for

( that




=-2= #1579, September

that portion of the Sudeten

yeprrinn control on October 1
The GCerman note denands
nf nll Gerrnans now in Czech

(END OF SECTION ONE)
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This mMessage rast be FROM  papilk DEPARTMENT OF STATE

¢losely paraphrased be=

fore belng cormmunicated Dated September 25, 1938

to anyone., (D)
Recld 11:35 a.m,.

Secretary of State,

Washington,

RUSH,

1579, September 25, 1 peme (SECTION TWO)

It demands further tﬁat on October 1 when the
Czechs evacuate the gones to be occupied by the German
army they should leave behind intact and in good condi=
tion all aviation fields with their equipment; all
radio stations; all railrcad rolling stock; all factory
equipment; all militery equipment including the forti=-
fications in perfect order; all foodstuffs, all cattle,
and nll other movable objects now in the Sudeten areas,

I regret that I cannot transmit the note to you
textunlly and trust that you have received it fronm ocur
Embazsy nt Lcniﬁn but I an certaln that if you have
read 1t you will agree with me that 1t 1s totally un=
nccepbable, The terms asked by Hitler are virtually

those Imposed on a defeated German army for evacuation

of northern France.

£€901/29°409L

l"}"".



w2« #1579, September 25, 1 peme (SECTION T™W0) from Paris

I expressed this opinion to the British Ambassador
that T could not see how any Government cculd conceivably
accept such a proposals The British Ambassador who likE
Bonnet 1s for peace at any price continues to hope that
his Government and the French will abandon the Czechs
completely in order to aveild general war, HE sald he
feared that while Bonnet would be for peace Daladier
would be for wars T gathered the impression that his
latest information from London indicates that the British
Government 1s ineclining toward peace at any prices
(END OF 1MESSAGE])., .

BULLITT

DDM
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