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This telegram must be

c ¥ pamaphrased be- : PARIS
fﬁg%ﬂ.ng‘ comminfcated FROM
te anyone. (D) Dated Noverber 25, 1938

E | _ -~ Ree'd 4:06 po me

Secretary of State,
Washington, fEar ' ( v

\ 1994, November 25, 7 pes m. \K\n
L STRICTLY COIrIoCiiTIAL, \ v

{15 I saw Bonnet this afternoon. He said that he was
satisfied with the talks with the British yesterday. There

BIB/IS"IVL

had been complete agreement on "most" of the matters dis-

cussed.

He sald that they had agreed to try to do something {3

o .
g 5 [ ]

. helpful for the political refugees from Germany, The mzr‘\

AL

: A first 1s to have a meeting in Holland between Rublee and §
- T a representative of the German Governmment with representa-
tives of the British and French Gnv:rnmznta present., i
Bonnet said that the French Gov:r:mmt would probably have

{ & proposal to make to our Government within a few days on 9

!

this subject.,
4 Bonnet talked at length regarding the Franco-German ||

declaration, He sald that complete agreement had been f":‘:

..-.....
LT el

; Y reached between the German and French Governments concerne <
. 5"‘ ing the declaration on November 7 and it had then been ;_3
' 4 intended to announce it about November 10, (END SECTION D%l‘
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This telegram must be h L/
closely paraphrased be- PARIS \anu“\
fore being communicated From {8

to anyone, (D) Dated November 25, 1938

Ree'd 4:29 p, m.

Secretary of State,

Washington,

s —p, = B

1994, November 25, 7 p, ms (SECTION TWO)

S PR i S S I A S5 el - e

The shooting of Von Rath and the subsequent persccution of

et L =

the Jows in Germany had made it necessary to defer the

announcement, that he honed that the true

slgnificance of this agreement would be understood in

Zl1e/18°1¥L

the United States, It, of course, did not mean that France

£ L o i e i
. *.'(ﬁm:-ﬂ'rﬁ-l'

was turning away from the dEmﬂﬂjﬁﬁ?Eaf It simply meant

that Hitler liberated from the (49 of Versailles

was of his own free will pledging himself to renounce any
claim to Alsace-Lorraine and to respect the French
frontiers. It would be absurd for France to refuse guch

an offer, Bonnet saicd that he was now convinced that
France had no reason to fear an attacl: from Germany. Making
all allowances for the fact that Hitler had violated under-
takings before and might do se apain he would certainly

not have ‘agreed to this declaration if he had had any
intention of attacking France in the near future,
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This _F:ltmp must be ®Cow
closely paraphrased be« FROM
fore being communicated i
to anyone. (D) 4 7., Dated November 25, 1938 b i
o 2 B A 3
e i

"I wReo 4:38 'pi ‘m,

Secretary of State,
u*:m.ﬂp“;ﬂr BF 51X

Washington,

1994, November 25, 7 p. m. (SECTION THREE)
The azreement would, of course, be known to the publiec in

Germany; 1t statsd that there were no questions ‘in dispute

z1e/18°1¥L

between Germany and France; 1t would therefore be very
difficult for Hitler to convince the German people who 4
had shown uneasiness over the lmminence of war last '}f
September that some new question had arisen which would
vvarrant making war on France.

Sonnet sald that in negotiating for the d:cla?ation
he had persuaded the Germans to drop two important points
which they had raised. One was the matter of colonles:
France hod given no promise or assurance whatsoever on the
colonial matter. The second point concerned France's
alliances with other countriesa: this posltion had been
protected by the reservation in the declaration of special

relations with third countries.

WILSON '!
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This telegram must be
closely panaphrased be- PARIS

fore being communicated
to anyone, (D) . Dated November 25, 1938

Ree'd €6:44 p, m,

},--..,.__ _

|

-.Seeretary of State,

/ 4 N
Washington, | e, {v
_ \ﬁh‘“

1994, November 25, 7 pe ms (SECTION FOUR)

Bonnet said that there were people in France who
urged him to have no relations with Italy because Italy
was Faseist; to have no relations with Germany because of
Hitler; to have no relations with the Burros Govermment
because of Francoj and to limit France's friends to Red
Spain, Mexico, and Soviet Ruasia.. Bonnet said that it was
impossible for the French Government to carry out a forelgn
policy on such principles; that it was necessary -to get
rid of idealogical prejudices and in the world as it
exists today Emuicy the type of diplomaey which seeks to
have a3 useful relations as possible with EVEry country
and to derive from those relations the maxinum of benefit
for one's own country.

Bonnet said that it was absurd to pretend that the
Franco=German declaration had irritated the Dritish., He
nad kept the British fully informed and on Wovember 7, the

date




2-#1994, -From Paris,Nov.25,7pim.

(Sec, Four)
date the Germans agregd, HE had notified Phipps thereof,
He saild that Chamberlain had assured him personally that

he was greatly pleased over the declaration as an indica=-

-
tion that France and Germany were coming to better terms.

T remarked that the impression that the British might
have been irritated perhaps arose from the circumstance
that tie announcement had been made hastily while the

Pritish were en route to Paris,

WILSON
'
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This telegram must be £

closely pa¥PBhrased be- FROM P.RIS a8

fore being commnicated h

to anyone. (D) Dated November 25, 1938 i
ReEc'd 6:52 p. m. -;?

Secretary of State,

Washington,

L

\f-\‘r

1994, November 25, 7 Ps mse (SECTION FIVE) %t
Bonnet's only reply to this was that when Coulondre PrE=
sented his letters to Hitler on HovemlLer 22 he inquired

when signature of the declaration could tale place: Hitler

cle /i1s*IvL

replied that Ribbentrop could go to Paris ny time between

November 28 and December 5 nond EXpreased the wish that E-

ey

the earlier it was done the better,

Bonnet snid thatit had been a question in his mind
whether Ribbentrop should come to Paris or whether he,
Bonnet, should go to Berlin for the signature, Since
Hitler, however, d:sifsd that Ribbentrop should come to
Parls he saw no reason why the French Govermment should
decline to receive the visit of a German foreign minister

who wished to sign an agreement in Paris renouncing any

claim on Alsace=Lorraine. I remarked that there might be

C

some disagreeable incidents during Ribbentropt's visit,
Bonnet said that this was truc but he hoped nothing would

happen, 0 4

'l




2-#1994, From Paris,Nov.25,7p.m.

e e ; oc O M (SE@w Five)

happen, At A
[ Bonnet said that hg had ddscussed with the British

t‘ic thz.quzstion of guaranteeing the new Czech frar;tizra. It
qu”%' had been decided to inquire of the Czechoslovak Government
exactly what countries they desired to join in the
guarantee, It was for Czechoslovakia to say for instance
whether Russia should be included,

(END SECTION FIVE)

WILSON
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closcly paraphrased bew——— PARIS
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Secretary of State, ; Jo: S:F
Washington, ' \n Lr

X

T inquired regarding discussion of national defense

1994, November 25, 7 pe. M. (SECTION SIX)

matters with the British., Bonnet renlied that cooperation
in defense had been agreed upon DEELWEED Great Britain and

France after the occupation of the Rhineland, and particular-

.EIE/IQ'HH'.

1y in recent months there had been demand for closest con-
tact malntained Letween the two Governments in this matter.
In the discussions yesterday 1t had been n caseg of PEVIEW=-
ing plens and Extending them, I asked 1f he believes that
the British might establish a ministry of supply. HE
replied that he did not (repeat not) beElieve so.
I inquired whether the signature of the declaration

with Germany might result in slowing up plans for French

_ rearmament, DBonnet sald that it would have no effect
whatsoever in this field and that the British and French
were determined to pursue thelr effort ot rearpament, I

naked if there had been any discussion with the CGerians

resarding




REB { 3
2-#1994 ,(yFrom Paria’ Nov .25, Tpems
_(8Sec. Six]

regarding 1imitation of air armaments. Bonnet PEpliEd
that there had been nothing on this. point since Hitler
mEntinnEd it to Francois-Poncet at their last mz:ting.
Bonnet said, however, that he knew the Germans had this
in mind and that it might well come up later as a second
step after Munich., He believed, howcv:r; that there would
be no air 1imitation until France had achicved in large f;
measure her prﬁgraﬁ of rearmament.e j

I asked if in fact the French Government was determined _:i#
to make a great effort for air rearmament despite the #
financinl sacrifices required. Bonnet replied that the
French Government was in fact determined to do this.

(E¥D SECTION SIX)
WILSON
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This telegoam must be

closely parcphrased be- FROM PARIS
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- [}

R
Secretary of State, | ‘\
Washington,

1994, November 25, 7 p. me (SECTION SEVEN)

Referring to the Far East Bonnet said that the Frtnnﬁ
and British had agreed to take the same position which the
United States had adopted in relation to the Japanese
declaration that & new situation had arisea in thg Far
Enst, I pressed Bonnet to be more explicit on this
point but he was vague and gave me the imnression of
not having gone into i1t thoroughly. He ndded that the
British and French had agreed to instruct their ambassadors

tn'ﬁiacuas further with the State Department questions

2ISTI1S° I¥L

concerning the Far East; he mentioned specifically the
Yangtze navigation problem,

Regarding Spain Bonnet sald that it had been agreed
with the British that there could be no question of granting
belligerent rights to Franco at present and that the
provisions of the London Committee's plan should be
followed in this matter. I referred to his garlier r:mar@?i M

0
regarding




r'_“l
2-#1994, From Paris,Nov,25,7p.ms
A O o (Secs Seven)
Un 8

regafding relations with Burgos and asked if the French
GovErnment was piﬁinﬁng t send a representative there,
Bonnet said thot he would like to do so and the British
would like to have him do so but no decision in this sense
could be taken for the time being,

(END OF MESSAGE)

WILSON
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This telegram must be
closely paraphrased bee PARIS ENT OF S1AlL
fore being communicated FROM Mememmmm————
to anyong, (D) Dated December 15, 1938

Rec'd 4:15 p. m,

Secretary of State,
Washington,

2120, December 15, 6 p, m.
STRICTLY CunwrioCiiTiiles

,;'
b
15"4- After speaking of the refugee problem Bonnet talked at

Reference my 2117, December 15, 2 p. m.

length of the Italian demands on France and the German - _
attitude thereto. He said that he knew the report had .. e
circulated that Ribbentrop's attitude in this matter hads: E '
caused concern to the French Government, He, Bonnet, di?
not (repeat not) hold this view. It was true that Ribbentrop
had spoken of the scolidarity of the Rome=Berlin axis, At

the same time Ribbentrop had saild to him: "Why should I

come to Parls to sign an agreement renouncing any claim to
Alsace-Lorraine 1f I intended tomorrow to go to war with
France for the purpose of satiafying Italian claims to

Tunis, Corsica and Nice?" EﬂnnEE sald that while he was
convinced that Germany would not (repeat not) go to war for
Italian territorial claims on France he fully excected that

'f Y e, Ge rmany




e o

REB
' 2-#2120, From Paris, Dza.la,ﬁﬁ.m.

Germany would give diplomatie support to Italy for claims
such as Italian participation in the administration of the -
Suez Canal and a madificntinn of rates on the Djiboutl
Railway. '
" (END SECTION ONE)

WILSON

CSB




TELEGRAM RECEIVED
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closely paraphrased be- PARIS
{E”En';}éi'égr%‘f"“““““““" FROM ' pated December 15, 1938
Rec'd 4:05 'p.ms
Secretary of State

"lashington

2120, December 15, 6 pems (SECTION T''C)

I remarked that the German press campalgn supporting Ttalian
territorial claims while Ribbentrop was in Paris sceimed
unfortunate, Bonnet sald that he believed this was another
example of the play of ceonflicting forces within the German
Government, He believed that Ribbentrop was annoyed by this
press campalgn and that 1t vas undertaken by Gozbbéls as
mach for the purpose of annoying Ribbentrop as for any other
purpese, Bonnet added that he had sald to Ribbentrop just
what he stated before the Foreign Affairs Comalttee of the

. Chamber yesterday that France would go to war with Italy
rather than give up an inech of French territory,

Bonnet said that the situation which would be ereated
if Italy in fact should press territorial claims on France
would be very different from that created by German claims
on Czechoslovakia, In this latter case if he had wished
to go to war to preserve Czechoslovakia he would have had

half of France against him, If it were a question of going

to war to prevent Italy selzing French territory the French

people would march tothe last man,
" ILSON C3RB
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This telegram must be

closely paraphrased be- FROM>AR1S

fore being cummuniclt:d

to anyone. (D) Dated December 15, 1938

Rec'd 4:52 p. m,

Secretary of State,
Washington,

2120, December 15, 6 p, me (SECTION THREE)

I asked about his discussion with Ribbentrop on the
Spanish situation which, as he had mentioned, had occupied
a good share of their private conversation the afternoon
of December 7. Bonnet started to say something, hesitated
and then stated merely that the conversation on this point
had been satisfactory and that the German attitude towards
Spain constituted no threat to French interests. (In this

connection please refer to my 2076, D:E:mhzr B, 3 ps Ma,

v
NVE

reporting what the Counselor of the German Embassy had sald-

to me. It 13 also of interest that after the discussion of
the Spanish question which evidently took place on December
6 in the presence of other members of both delegations
Bonnet should have discussed this problem in private and

at some length with Ribbentrop the following day). Bonnet
added that he believed it would be most important if the

Pan American Conference at Lima could be prevailed upon to

address



REB

2-:42120, From Paris, Decs15,6pems
- (SEguy Three)

i

address an appeal to both sides in Spain for an armistice,.
He.said that he had fnstructed Saint Quentin to discuss

this with you and he read me a few lines from a telezram

¥
B
!

| &
I

-

received from Saint Quentin to the effect that you had
! atated that the matter was under consideration at Lima and

that you would inform him laters

C5B
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closely paraphrased be= :
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Secretary of State, . ; ]
Washington, ' . RTMENT OF S1AilL

2120, December 15, 6 pym, (SECTION FOUR),

I asked Bonnet what developments he expected In
the Ukraine question, He believed that there would be
no early developments; the Soviet and Polish Ambassad;;a
had told him that they also held this view, He stated
that the ultimate solution of the Ukraine question would
depend upon the strength and stablllty of the"Soviet
and Polish Government, If the Soviets are as strong
.aa they claim to be and as willing to fight as they
asserted they were in September ﬁo support Czechoslovakls,
then there would be no change in the status of the
Ukraineg,

I enquired regarding Memel, Bonnet sald that he
did not expect serious aifficulties over this question,
He understood that the German and Lithuanian Gnvzrnmtggn
were discussing the matter, and while he did not lcr:ll::r1||r"~“'-l ‘|
what they had in mind (Ribbentroop had not mentioned E
this matter) he believed that whatever solution Germa
desired would be accepted by Lithuania,

(END OF MESSAGE).

RR _ WILSON
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fore being communicated Dated January 14, 1939

to anyoneg, (C) -
Ree'd 9:60 asm,

Secretary of State, ;\THMM‘HHHE
~ Viashington ' P
e N\gbfr" '::ﬁhh
86, January 14, noon. (SECTION ONE) /73

STRICTLY CoMPIDCYITAL, ﬁt_,\/

Rochat read to me this morning a telegram rsc:iv:d

from Francels Poncet reporting hls conversation with

Halifax yesterday. In summary it was as followss:
Nothing positive, nothing definite was accomplished,

As concerns Italian claims agalnst France, Mussolini did

not {r:pcat not] define these clalms nor give any exact

——
>
lndiaatinn uf what they might be, He, of courseg, criti- =
[* =

cis:d in bitt:r terms France and French policy.

As regards Spain, Mussolinl sald that he was con-
fident that Franco would obtain an early victory. Italy
had no intentlion of sending additional reinforcements te
Franco except to the extent of replacing casualties
suffered by Italian troops. Mussolini did not (repeat
Met) request the recognitlion of belligerent rights fer
Franco and in general took the attitude that he had no
anxiety concerning the Spanlsh situation which was dee

velopling in a wholly satlafactory manner,

HPD
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FsiA

NEAR EASTE y o

86, January 14,-nnun. fEEUTIUH‘THU?“

Secretary of Btatt,

With reference to the Jewlsh question Mussolini
stated that he would ask Hltler to deal with it in a
reasonable manner,

In speaking of Hitler Mussolini seid that with the
world as troubled as it 1s today Hitler was of coursg
taking necessary measures to be prepared to deal
with whatever situation might arise, Nevertheless, -.
he, Mussolini, was convinced that Hitler did not (repeat
not) desire war and that there wos no reésson to be
apprehensive on this seore,

Hussolinl proffered the assurance that the obligntions
incurred by Italy under the Anglo-Itnlisan agreement of
lest April will be fully rLspEctud and he spoke at
varf%us times of his desire for perce, He alse sald that
he recognized that the LondoneParis axis was =5 solid as
the Rome=Berlin axis, '

Fuasolini




-2= #86, January 14, noon, (SECTION T%0) from Paris,

Musgolini also made the statement that he belleved
that nothing could be accomplished regarding relations
between Italy and France until an improved atmosphere
hnd been created and that to accomplish this 1t would

be necessary to awalt the conclusion of the Spanish

conflict,

WILSON
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¢losely paraphrased bg=
fore beilng communicated Dated January 14, 1929

to anyone, (C)
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Secretary of State, ” ;ﬁFH:Tﬁ
AN ALl
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o ) i}‘\
4 - 86, Janwary 14, noon (SECTION T %hm
|

Foncet Pzportsd that he had found Halifax somevhat
" skeptical regarding the assurances of good intentions
EXpressed frnm.ths Italian slde, i

I asked Rochat what the impression was at the
Foreign Office regarding the Rome visit, He sald that
they "refuse to draw any conclusions", There were

Elements that might pErhaps warrant optimism: For

T T R ¢ IR AL | T

ingtance Mussolini had not laid down, in a burst of rage,
a set of minimum demands on France, Rochat said that 1t
was poasiblz that Mussolini had refrained from doing

this because he reallzed that Franco=British solidarity
was such that hé would have met with a diplomatic defeat,
Rochat said that the British had 1lived up one hundred

per cent to thelr understanding with the French, that

they would refuse to be drawn into the role of mediator
1".

between J“rance and Italys The British had merely indicated
to the Italian Government that they hoped the matter of -
Itallan clalms might be taken up directly by Italy with

france,

ILSON
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Secretary of State, AN186
; JAN 193¢

Washington,

1
DEPARTMENT BF sialtL |

86, January 14, noon, (SECTION FOUR).
In speaking of French satisfaction at the British

attitude Rochat a“ded the informatiion that when Chamberlain

L WL R

and Halifax stcpned off for a chat vith Ialadler and Bonnet
in Paris on Jenuary 17 the communicur issuel at that time
referring to identity of ﬁizws bae been sugzeated by
Chamberinin: the rénch had not proposed a cormunique
fearing thas a Francc-British comminique on the eve of
the Aom: visit mi bt orove embarrassing to the British.
4 Hockal rinetied that he felt it unvise to draw any
conclusicns nn yet from thE ifiome converaatlonss MNo one

could tell hint mlipht happen vithin the next few days or

at any Uime trereafter: there might at any moment be

some Arametic move by 'ussolini or Hitler, (END MESSAGE)

4714 TV IENIALINGD
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94, January 16, 5 peme (SECTION ch} LOIE

‘p‘r‘: MENT

ke YIS ION
Jashington, | NEAR EASTERN

e i

40‘["“ Secretary of State,

s Okt s

ot iy L Rl »
W E gl

St
ol Vel

STRICTLY CIITIDENTTAL,
Leger lunched with me today. He sald thot it was

glear that while maintaining the anti=French tone of the

_9?9/00

i.@" Fascist press Mussolini would-go nothing to reise the

question of Italian claims agalinst France until after
- 5 ]

M T

the expected victory of Franco. If and when this

E o
takes place he will stage the ultimate effort ak - E

-

blackmail, So far as Cerman support 1s concerned &
however, Leger 1s convinced that Hitler earnestly
desires that Fronce ~nd Great Britain stond firm against

any concessions to Mussolinl, Se long as Britaln and

ET T
bdbet ]

Prance stand firm, Hitler will give Mussolini press and
Vs diplomatic support but nothing more, Hitler knows well
that in case of war on account of Italian c¢laims Cermany

would bear Tour=fifths of the brunt of the fighting,

-
]
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Washington, i

ARTM DY 3in

€4, January 16, 6 -pim. (SECTION Tg)RErATINt T
If however there should be any appearance of weakness
on the part of France or. Great Britain, any willingness
to consider concessions to Italy, Hitler would at once
l1nunch n tremendous effort to intimidate Fronee, similar
to the one last summer, with the bellef that he could

"break down French resistance, He would then be able to

g T gt W Y L e O

claim thnt 1t was he who had obtained the concessions
from France and that he had thus pald his debt to.-
{flussolini,

Leger belleves thot the end of the Spanish war is -
not yet in sight. He snys that Negrin is eon extraordinary
leader; the government spirit remains firm and the conflict
may continue for months, He spoke at length of the
improvement in mornle and discipline on the Government

"slde, saild that all anarchist and communist influence
haod been driven out and that the present Govermment
in Spain about corresponds to a Rndienl Socianlist

Government in Fronce.

iC WILSON




-ysatsrday had been greatly exercised over the possible

TELEGRAM RECEIVED

HRE

This telezgram must be PARIS

closely peraphrased be= :

fore being communicated FROM Dated January 16, 1939

to ﬂ.'ﬂ ong (D
¥ A Rec!d 5:25 pam,

Secretary uf Stote : [
I L
wnshingtnn Icg\rhi

94, January 16, 5 peme (SECTION THREE)

I remarked that I had heard that the executive
committee of the Radical Socialist Party at 1ts meeting

consequences of a Franco victory on the security of

France and that there had been much gsentiment for
reconsideration of the-nnn-lntcrvcntiuﬂ_ﬁolicy. Leger
said that it was impossible now for the French Govermment
to abandon nen-intervention., Furthermore, having assumed
obligations under that polley, the French Govermment would
have to continue to 1live up to them, It could not afford
to be in the position of permitting open violations of the
agreement, In some quarters it wos suggested that by
providing greater facilities for "normal commerce” over
the border, ways could be found to nssist the Spanish
Government, Leger thought that 1ittle if anything would

be done in this regard. For one thing the French armament

industry 1s nationalized and the French Government cannot
permit arms manufactured in ita own factories to cross the

frontier in violation of the Government's commitments;

auch




HRE . 2-#94 From Paris January 16, 5 p.m. (Sec 3)

.

such other material as might be available in France would
bE of 1ittle use toé the Spanish Government,
(END SECTION THREE)

WILSON
NPL :ROW
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HRE

This tele mast bE .. PARIS

closely aphrased bes From 3

fore being communicated pattd January 16, 1939

to anyone (D)

Secretary of State R = | DIVISION OF

S—

Washington OFEAN ALl Atk

94, January 16,
I asked if there wos any authoritative 1nf6nnnti3ﬁ-

EXT Ur a1

regarding the recent Hitler-Beck interview. Leger replied
that there was absolutely none. The French Government had
made inguiries of the Polish Gn?zrnmsnt'but haod received
a vague and meaningless replye. Leger sald that Beck was
playing hils ﬁsual double game: in order to try to justify
his efforts to make. a deal with Hitler, Beck had put out
stories to the effect that Poland had not been treated
with proper regard by France that he, Beck, vhile on the
Riviera, had been ignored by the French Government and
that he had not even been Invited te come to Paris,
Leger said that on the contrary the French Government
had proposed sending a representative to talk with Beck
at Monte Carlo but Beck hnd declined, (In this connection
see last paragraph my 11, January 4, noon)

(EFD SECTION FOUR)

WILSON
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2 HRE A FROM
This telegram must be PARIS
closely paraphrased be-
i fore being communicated to Dated January 16, 1939
A anyone [D?
l [ DEPARTH ‘ch'd 5:45 p.m.
f z Secretary of Stata\'

: Washington } |
- : ! Hr'ﬂ-*‘ N """_l @’/

94, January 16, 5 pem, (SECTION FE‘JI{Q,_‘H,
I mentioned the Ukraine, Leger aaid thnt‘f:pnrtu

that Germany was preparing for an early move to set up
an independent Ukraine were simply absurd, Hitler
manufactured these stories in order to put to sleep |
British and French apprehensions regarding Germany's
activities elsewhere, Leger sald that when Hitler
speaks of the Ukrains1he means Central Europe = Poland,

Hungary, Rumania, and Yauzoslavia, (END OF MESSAGE)
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This teltgram must be  From
closely paraphrased be= - PARIS _
fore .belng communicated
to anyone (D) Dated January 24, 1939

Rec'd 5:55. -p.m,
Segeretary of State

YWashington

145; January 24, 6 p.m,

STRICTLY CONTIDIRTIAL || derantuch

I have had a talk with Ce¥ruti, Italian Ambasdador in
Parie until about a year ago,'who 18 here for a few days
visit, Hls attitude and what he sald tends to confirm the
impression that in Rome 1t is conaidered that the Prench
are a decadent and impotent race who will capltulate agaug
as they dld last September rather thnn fights b{

Bonnet's Chef de Cabinet, Bressy, expresses to me u;t
VEry apprehenslve view of the sltuation, Fe spoke at can:_

giderable length of the necessity for France to take

"guarantees" in the form of occupation of Spanish Morocco

=l

a3 soon as 1t becomes unmistakably clear that the Italian

TATE LT TATO
=,

Government has no intention of abandoning its strateglc pos=

P - TR T,
W s

ition in Spain and Majorca. He also said that it was a great

pity that the British desplite the seriousness of the site-

B
T

uation were unwilling to move rapidly towards the introduct=-
ion of compulsory service., If Italy and Germany push matters

as far as war France with a population of 40,000,000 would be

| fighting (=

<
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CA" 4uPusl45 from Pariss,

fighting on three frontiers against nearly 130,000,000
GErmans and Italians, The thought of this he sald was

a continual nightmare,

WILSON
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CA o
This tetrtfram nust B¢ poou

‘closely paraphrased be- o WCUIPARIS

fore being cammuninltzd

to anyone (C) ] Dated January 24, 1939

_ Recld 5:45 p.m.
Secretary of State

Washington

146, January 24, 8 p.m, (SECTION

I remarked that I had heard that when the GErmin
Ambassador called y:at:rdaf on Bonnet he had glven assur-
ances regarding Germany's attitude, Charveriat Taidthat

conversation
frarkly he was not yet informed of what took place at this/
{79 he had not seen Bonnet who had been in the Chamber of
Deputies all Aay for the debate on foreign affalrs, He said,
however, that the German Counselor had called on him' yester=-
day to inquire thec French position regarding the Italian
demands, HE had replied that so far the Italian Government 5
had made no demands np the Freach Gevernment, If it should
be a question of territorlal demands France would resist
them to the 1limit, by war 1f necessary, On the other hand,
the French Government had never withdrawn the proposition
embodied in the 1935 agreements and these propositions still
held good today as offers of t he Prench Government for
settlement,

(END SECTION Ti0) 2 tf
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

CA 1—132

.~ This telegram must be FROM

‘closely paraphrased bege- PARIS

fore being communicated ;

to anyone (C) Dated January 24, 1939
Rec'd 8:08 p.Mms

Secretary of State — /

Washington

148, January 24, 8 p.m, (SECTION O

CCinr L LERTTAL IS s st Jadadll |
Having heard rumors today of measures of a military %
characfzr in Italy including the calling of about 200,000 iﬂé
recruits and reservists, I went to see Charverlat, Director "ﬂ?
of Poiitical Affairs at the Forelgn Office, to ask what :;t

information he had in the matter, He said that he had rec=
eived similar reports which in many respects seemed circum=
stantial but that he had no definite confirmation thereof.
Furthermore he had reports that recently censiderable quan=- _
tities of German war material had been sent into Itely, that - f?
normal German train service to Italy was being curtailed te
make way for trains carrying these munitions and that there
were troop movements in Lybia for the strengthening of
garrisons there.

[
(END SECTION ONE) =
e
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This tglggram must be Pa
closely paraphrased be-FROM

fore being communicated Dated January 25, 1939
to anyone, ' (D)
Reec'd 5:25 p, m,

i

Secretary of State,

Washington. e
% L
QR A ! |
148, January 25, 4 pe m. ‘\j\*_-;_;/
| 0O T LefTTAL 4
{. Gch.u. CiNLLAL. I.]-I.I'II-F'.::*" ok sl
In my judgment we are approaching, pEFHEpB rapidly,

£ L7 a VEry serious situation between Italy and France,.

f 9“ Mussolini has rejected the 1935 settlement and has

; champloned demands on France which while so far unde~
fined are undoubtedly far-eeathing. He must, for
reasons of prestige if nothing else, obtain a measure
of satisfaction which France will find it Aifficult to
concede if she is to remain France, If the situation
contlnues to develop in this senase the French Govg;nm:nt'

=
- and people are apt to find that they have a cholee
o

' only between fighting or capitulating, = = "
(END OF SECTION ONE) € .
WILSON ' O 3
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED /

LMS FrROM .
This telegram must be | Paris
closely paraphrased be=
fore being commnicated Dated January 25, 1939
to anyone, (D)
Ree'd 1:35 p. m,

Seeretary of State, T DIVISION !

Washington, 1 UL EA

AN 26 1938

148, January 25, 4 p. ms (SECTION Ttahﬂmmy1h 3
1t 1s unfortunate that at this particular time

there should be such fundamental difference of outlook
on the part of the main French political groups as
regards certain aspects of foreign relations. The
Government's hands are tied thereby and it is rendered
incapable of any initiative which might strengthen
its position abrond; for example, representation at
Burgos, clarification of relations with Russla, et
cetera, MNevertheless, I belleve that if the French
are confronted with the cholce mentioned above they
will fight.

(END MESSAGE)

WILSON
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DIVISiON OF
ELIROPEAN A\ FAIN:
TELEGRAM RECEIVED
FEB 9 15§8
This tElegram must be PARIE QUPARTMENT 8§

¢losely paraphrased
before being communie-
cated to anyone (D)

FROM Dated February 8, 1939

—— REceived 7:37 DeMe

4 Sgeretary of State \ 74

i ' /

lashington
i / 245, February 8, 8
. b
i 5\." | STRICTLY C3ivrilkNIlAle
fj ; Bonnet said to me today that in his opinion the

: Ttalian Government was beginning to be somewhat desperate
because 1t could foreset the collapsg of its hopes

for large annexations in the Mediterranean, It was his
impregssion that the Itallan Govermment wqﬁlﬂ WElCcomE

any sort of incident at the present moment which might

srad fghe -

put the fat in the fire and mizht make it appear that -
war was the fault of the French, In this connection

he mentioned the fact that he had just received a visit 3

Cm

of a General of Hiiitnﬁy Intellizence who had been
inspecting the French line in Tunis along the border
of Libya., The General reported that it appeared from
Italian actions there that the Ninister of Marine was
attempting to provoke an incident which could bE madEg
to appear an aggression on the part of the Prenche ThE
French Government was therefore taliing every conceivable

precaudion




EDA = 2 = #245, February 8, 8 pem, from Paris

precaution on all frontlers where ita territory was
'contiguous to Itallan territory to make certaln that
no Frenchman should be provoked to any hostile act
against an Ttalian, '

(END SECTION ONE)

* BULLITT
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

JR

This telegram must be Parls

closegly paraphrased beE= From

fore belng communlcated Dated February 8, 1939

to anyone, (D)
Rec'd 7146 Peils

DIVISION OF
EUROPEAN A FAl

FEB 91639
DEPARTMEN! 01 -1+

Secretary of State,

Washington,

245, February 8, 8 peme. (SECTION T¥O)

Bonnet sald that he felt that the French at the
moment should treat the Italians with the greatest
concelvable politeness and leave criticlsm of Itallan
words and acts to the British and Americans who were not
at the moment objects of MNussolini's immediate hostllity.
At the same time the French should refuse flatly Lnd
absolutely any concession of any nature to the Itallans,
If the French should carry out this policy and if
Mussolini should be unable to provoke any }rcntiur
incidents 1t seemed certaln that Mussolini would have to
crawl out of ﬁhs present situation by disavowlng the
articles demanding French territory which have been
appcaring in the Italian press, In this connection Bonnet
called attention to the fact that no officlal of the
Itallian Government had made any demand for any concessions

by the French,

Bonnet was cheerful and sald he felt that although

there




[}

-2= #245, February 8, 8 p,m. (SECTION TWO) from FParis,

there would be anxious days ahead the revival of economic
11f¢ and morale in France plus the attitude of the United
States plus Chamberlain's latest statement had made it

probable that war could be avoided, (END OF MESSAGE)

BULLITT
DDM : KLP




=

JR

This telegram must bDE FROMarts

closely paraphrased DE=

fore being communicated ‘Dated February 13, 1839

to anyong, (D)
Rec'd 12356 pems
Ssnrﬁéary of State,

Washington,

NOTED
276, February 13, 10 pem. (SECTION ONE)

STRICTLY CCHXPIDENTTAT, FOR THE SECRETARY,

Daladier, Paul Reynaud and Guy La Chambre discussed
with me today for several hours the general situation and
the problem of providing Franceg with an adequate alr
foree, The conclusion was reached that the French should
exercise the options they have obtained for an additional
120 Martin bombers and an additional 100 Douglas bombers
and 250 North American training planes. The French
Governmment will pay caéh for these plaﬁcs.

In the course of ouf conversation Paul Reynaud
suggested that it might be possible either for the
Export=Import Bank or private bankers in the Unlted States
to ayéznd eredits to American mgnufacturers of planes for
French account, such credits posaibly to run f%r 3§Q%Qng
as five years, This suggestion of Reynaud's wa;;nnh_ ade
as a formal proposal but was mMErPEly a remark in tﬁ%?nourﬂc
of an exhaustive conversation on the subjJeet of air
armaments I replicd that I felt absolutely certain

thETE




'y

-2- #276, February 13, 10 p.ms (SECTION ONE) -from Paris.

there was not the slightest chance that the Export-Import

'Bank at the present time could finance such exports, and .

I belleved that similar eredits by private bankers would
be forbidden by the Johnson Act,

Both Daladier and Reynaud then expressed in the
strongest pﬁusibl: terms their belief France had acted with
extreme stupldity in defaulting on her debt to the Unitzd1
States, Daladier said to Reynaud that if France should
continue to acquire gold at the present rate he thought
the best use that the gold could be put to would be to
pay France's arrears on her debt to the United States,

They then asked me 1f T belleved that the United
States wnulg be prepared to make & debt settlement
at this time, I said that while wg should always be glad
to discuss the question, it was my own belief that France
did not at this time have a sufficilently stable financial
situation to make it possible for the French Government to
pay sums to the Government of the Unlted States large
enough to be acceptable to the Congress of the United States
as a debt settlmment,

Reynaud sugg:stﬁd that France might make a "token
payment” such as the British had once made. I expressed

the opinion that, while the Government of the United States,

would




-3= #276, February 13, 10 p.m, ISECTIHH ONE) from Parias,

would be glad to receive any payment on the French debt
it could not regard any "token payment" as relieving
the French Government from the restrictions imposed by
the Johnson Act, '

Both Daladier and Reynaud continued to express thelr
interest in settling the French debt to the United States
and both pointed out that at the time of the default they
had supported Herriot in demanding payment. Reynaud
finally said that he would wish to discuss the matter again
with me in the near future as he hnd some ldeas.

All the remarks recorded above occurred in the course
of an intimote and rapid exchange of views, and I should
not be in the least embarrassed if I were obliged tomorrow

to express opinions contrary to those I expressed today.

I trust therefore that you will inform me immediately if

my expressions of opinion were not in accord with your

viEWws.

(END SECTION ONE)

BULLITT




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

EDA
* :
This t€legram must be anifnls

closely paraphrased
Dated February 13, 1939

before being communie-
cated to anyone (D)
- Recelved 10:50 a.m,s, l4th,

Secretary of State

Washington

276, Fsbrqarg 13, 10 p.ms (SECTION TWO)

WE also dilscussed the situatlon in the Soviet Union
and La Chambre expressed the opinion that theE Soviet air
foree vas falling fgrth:r and further behind in efficiency
because of the execution of gll the leading Russian de- '
gsigners and constructorse HE asserted that the Russians
were 8till making coples of obscolete models obtained from
the United States four years agd.

Daladier sald that not onlf were there no intimate
conversations of any kind today between the Russian Soviet
and Fronce but also that the French Ambassador in Moscow
and the French Milltary AtLach: now found it impeossible to
have any contact with anyones FE had no confidence in
any statement or promise which might be made by the
fssians, He el hc&zvzr that 1t Rumanlia could be per=-
suaded to accept Russinn assistance the Russ ans might
feel inclined to asend troops to Rumania in case of o

German attack on Rumaniay HE 3aaid that when he had. talked

with




EDA = 2 = #276, February 13, From Paris Segotion two

with the King of Rumania on this subject the King had

sald to him that he would under no circumstances permit
any Husaian soldier or aviator to set foot on Rumanian
soil, King Carol now appeared to DE changing his point

of view. It now sgeemed that in case of German attack on

. Rumenia Carol might be willing to accept Russian assise

tance in caseg both France and England should promilse

. to make war on the Soviet Union if Soviet troops should

not evacuate Rumania after such assistance was no longer

NECESSAr'Ye

BULLITT

HFD




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

EDA

This telegram must be FROM\RIS

closely paraphrased

before being communi= Dated February 13, 1939

cated to mnyone (D)
Received 11 a.m,

Seoretary of State

Washington

276, February 13, 10 pems (SECTION THREE),
In the courae of our conversatlion-there was con=
slderable discussion of the iImpending reorganization of

I}D the French General Staff, Daladier said that he had
.??)' decided -to make General Gamelin Chlef of the General
Staff of National Defense which would serve as a coor=-
dinating General Staff for Army, Navy and Alr force,
He had told General George that he would appoint him as
Chief of the General Staff of the Army on one conditiong
that General George should agree to have his office in
the Minlstry of War and not a detached office in the
Invalides, Daladler sald that the arrangement instituted
by Foch who toward the end of the war had transferred
the General Staff to the Invalldes was much less efficlent
th;nlthz old system of having the Chief of the General
Staff in the M;nistry of War, Daladlier said that it was
literally true that he, the Minister for War, had not

seen Gamellin for two months for the simple reason that
the




EDA = 2 = #276, February 18, 10 pemé from Pnris Sgction
three
the Chief of Staff was sitting in the Invalides and not
in the M nistry of Viary Daladier finally said that if
General GEorge should refuse to accept this condition
by the day after tomorrow he would pass OVEr General
George entirely although he thought he ﬁas the best
soldier in France and appoint in his stead a relatively
junior man who was now in command in Bordeaux,

In the course of this general discussion about the
General Staff I pointed out that in the month of September
last the members of the General Staff of the Apmy had
sgemed to be entirely unaware of what they could count
on from the air forck which was a séparﬁta entity and
seemed to bE making their plans without regard to the ailr
forcee Daladler replied "that was because there was no

alr forece They were quite right",

BULLITT

KLP
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This telegram must be FROM Parid
closély paraphrased be- :
fore being communicated Dated February 13, 1939

to anyone. (D) -
Reot'd 1:26 p, me, l4th

Seeretary of State,
Washington.

276, February 13, 10 p. me (SECTION FOUR)

s o il

Daladier had not yet made up his mind with regard

£ k-

to the question of immediate de jure recognition of-
Franco. He said that he would not recognize Franco
de jure immediately. On the other hand he felt that
continued resistance by the Madrid Government would

produce merely a useless slaughter of brave men., He

€€1/8v2° 198

¥

felt that while Franco would be delighted to have Frenuh_ﬁ
e ]
de jure recognition at the moment and while today he Q' =

=

was disposed to work on a friendly basis with France

"03s

by the end of another month he would have no further e

interest in de jure recognition by France and the

v

Germans and Italians would have him much more completely o

in their hands than today. g oo

() 28

He believed therefore that France would have to ~ M

) .
move toward full de jure recognition of Franco. He Ei
did not want to rush matters. The question was of E_J_

| doin

g ,j;

)
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IMS 2-No, 276, Pgbruary 13, 10 p. me, S£c. 4, from Paris,

doing the thing decently,

Incidentally, in th:.upurn: of this conversation
Daladier said that he had received a few days ago from
Negrin a letter thanking him for ptfmitting;mumdhinnq
to come through as th;y had to Barcelona during the

final month of resistance in Catalonia, Daladier said

that 20,000 tons of munitions had crossed the French
frontier to Barcelona duiing that month and most of them
had not even been taken out of thelr cases when Franco
captured the ocity. He added that in view of the loss of
the Barcelona munitions factories he did not see how
resistance could be prolonged more than three weeks to
a month in the Madrid Valencia district however heroie
might be the defense.

We discussed the situatlion produced by the Japanese
seizure of the 1sland of Halnan, Daladier summed up
the discussion by saying that France did not have suf-
ficlent forces and neither did England to distribute
them over the earth., It was.necessary for both countries
to concentrate their forces in Europe at the present
momgnt, It was therefore necessary to sacrifice whatever:
it might be necessary to sacrifice in the Far East,

France




LMS 3=No, 276, Fegbruary 13, 10 ps Me, SECe 4, from Paria,

France therefore could not be expected to do more than
4 to ask the Japanese to promise to get out of Hainan
when the war with China should come to an £nd.
Daladigr-said that he still believed that Italy
/.~ would not attack France at the present time but he was

,1;1"}
5

#not entirely sure, Mussolini had lost one position
B rﬂr after another to Hitler and was losing his personal
=3 popularity in Italy. Under the circumstances 1t was
difficult to feel certain that he would not take the
risk of general war, Onece again Daladier EXpressed’
the opinion which was chdorsed heartily by both Reynaud
and La Chambreg that wap would be immlnent if it were
not for the hesitation created in Germany and Italy
by the evolution of opinion in the United States and ;
the attitude of the President and the American Government.

(END MESSAGE)

BULLITT
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This telegram must bE Paris
closely*paraphrased bg-=  FROM ‘

fore being communicated Dated February 16, 1939

to anyone, (D)

Secrctary of State,

Washington.,

75 /. L& [3e |
301, February 16,5 D

REARCT FOR THE ?RESIDEHT AND THE SECRETARY.

I lunched today with General Requin of the Superior
War Cpuncil and General Georges whom Daladier has invited
to be Chief of the General Staff of the Army. Georges sald
that from a number of Alfferent secret service sources
all of which were regarded as reliable the French General
Staff durling the past three days had received the following
information. . )

OntEe After a considerable period of hesitation
Mussolini had decided to.puah his demands agalnst France
and to make war if France should refuse to give him what
he wants.

Two, Hitler day before yesterday had promlsed
Mussqlini that he would have the -full backing of Germany
against France and that Germany would go to war as Italy's
ally in case of nEnEﬁsity. .

Three, Mussolinl had already begun a quict
mobilization. In addition to the regular classes
undergoing tralning he now had under arms between

350,000




=2« #301, February 16, 5 pems, from Paris,

350,000 and 400,000 reservists, Orders had been issued

by Mussolini which would bring the mobilized strength

of the Italian army to 1,000,000 men by the first of

March,

Four, Further concentrations of Italian troops-in
Libya had now brought up the number theree to 100,000, A
considerable portion of the Italian air force was belng

concentrated in Sicily and Libya. (END SECTION ONE).

BULLITT
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED
CA. e FROM :
Thicz telegram must be ' ; y
closely parashrased be=" o AR R _
3 fore beiny; communicated : _ Eiyri :
# to anyone (D) - pated February 16, -1939 S

‘Rectd 4:585 pam.
Secretary of State

“uohinston : ! : : ¥ E

'301,1'ﬁabruar_-,r 16, 5 perie- {SECTION TUO)

SEATTT WOR THE JRESIDE'T AYD SECH .ETARY

Fivz. In addition. to Italian tronns 1n Libya  there were
nov rot only German officers of uhe hij comuand, aviu.i..ors
and t:nnniuiana ‘of all sorts but also a conalderable numbcr

of GeErman in;antrymzn vho had been sent in small dstqchw:nta.

I

It Mﬂﬂ the viev of both GEneral George:s and General
Requin that the information vhich the gznernl_stnfr had
rzdzivnd-dufins'thz past three days was authoritative beyend

*tﬁs.ahadnw of a doubt, They believed that iussolini would
j i beEmin a‘nnmjaign'of intimidation about Harch 1 and thzt
Italy end Cermany were 1likely to st¥ike about the end of
< | liarca.
b ¥y relations with Requin and Ceorges are of such a
: nature that ¥ am certain they do not color in any way their
- nuatements tome, T h:li:v:-thercrars that this information
with regard to Hussollni's intentlons rust b::tak:n most
1 DETiouslye

General




CA - ==2=-=8gction 2 of 301 from Paris,.

-

Ceneral Ceorges stated that the information was taken
so seriously by the French General Staff that orders had been —
ziven this morning to place Tunisia immediately on a war
footinz. Troops were already being moved to Tunisia from
Algierse Tneidentally Georges adds that ninety excellent
Swiss antiaireraft guns which had been brought over the
frﬁntisr by egrin's soldiers were already on their way to
Tuniszs.

T venture to sugzest that certain measures that might
have o coolinr, effeet on Italy which we discussed when I was
in 'lagiin’ ton should be fully prepared for immediate use
dirins; the next month,

(ZD 0F FESSAGE)

BULLITT
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED\ /it P
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JR ———roah
This telegram must be Faris L0}
closely paraphrased be- - N
fore being communicated FROM i ed February 22, 1939 ¥
to anyone, (D)

Reold 9:28 ae.me, 23rd.
Seoretary of State,

W&ahingtdn.

340; February
STRICTLY CA~TIDENTTAL FOR THE SECRETARY. ‘“:?.4;,
I have had conversations during the last past
hours with Daladier, Mandel, Reynaud, Gamelin Chief
the General Staff and Blum, The present
\ the view of all these men 1s at least as
last August,.

The following fdacts constitute the basit

Judgment:

Italy is reinforeing the Italian army in Libya
dally. Im addition to officers and technicians of all
sorts the Germans are sending to Libya not only high
officers, technical experts of all sorts and aviators
but also a certaln number of infantrymen.

In addition the Germans are sending
'j'.lh:.”-. airm K
men mentioned




-2= #3540, February 22, midnight, framll’ariaa

and’that DJiboutl probably will be the first point to
be attacked, /
(END SECTION ONE).

BULLITT
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This telegram must bDE - Parls

closely paraphrased be=- FRO

fore being communiocated Bgtad February 22, 1939

to anyontgs (D)
Rec'd 9:18 a.m., 23rd.
Secretary of Staté, : ; '

Washington,

340, February 22, midnight, (SECTION TUO).

Mussolini now has 100,000 troops in Libya and French
informuﬁion indicates that he is about to add an
additional EG,DﬁD.IIThE,FrEnch.urE confident that thelr
forces in Tunis will be able bto resist succzssfully'any
attack on Tunis. On the other hand they know that the
British have in Egypt at the present time_;nly 15,000
Britiqh troops, 40 planes and some thousands of Egyptlan
troops who are regarded as relatively useless, It 1s the
belief of Gamelin and Dﬂladitr.thnt in cﬁsz of war the
Italians in Libya may attack Egypt and stand on the
defensive against the French troops in Tunis. .

Viscount Gort, Chief of the British General Staff
passed through Paris yesterday on his way back to England
from Egypte In his conversation with Ceneral George in
Paris he displayed great apprehension with regard to the
situation in apprehending an Itallan attack on Egypte HE
stated t? the French that he had ordered Sikh troops sent

from India for the defense of Egypt.

BULLITT —
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This telegram must be Paris

¢losely paraphrased bgee—————
forg bein; communicated Dated February 22, 1939

to anyone (D)
i FROM:otd 9:10 a.m., 23rd.

Secretary of State,

Washington,

340, February 22, midnight (SECTION THREE).

It is the opinion of all the men cited above that
Gzrmaﬁ; does not desire to go to war with France at the
present time but will go to war at once in.caaa Italy
? : should make war on France.

. This opinion has been reenforced by Herve Alphand,
Director of Commercial Accords, with whom I also talked
today who returned from Berlin a few days ago, He saild
to me that he belleved that France should make a VeEry

» far-reaching commercial agreement with Germany at once
in order that the Germans might feel that they had more to
galn through good relations with France than by supporting
Italy. I believe from this and other conversations that
the French are willing to'make far-reaching gconomic
and commercial concessions to Germany at the present time.
Alphand said that the economie situation in Germany was
in his opinion moat serious and that he believed there

A was a real possibility of influenclng German actions

through commercial offers.

BULLITT
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JR FROM

This telegram must be Parils

closely paraphrased be-

fore being communicated Dated February 22, 1939

to anyonte (D)
) Rec'd 10:05 a.m,, 23rd.
- Secretary of State,

Washington.

340, February 22, midnight. (SECTION FOUR).

Daladier said to me tonight that he personally
considered Bcrard}s negotiations in Spain successful=-
provided that Franco should endorse the simple agreement
entered into by Berard and General Jordana. They had

e agreed that France would recognize General Franco if

General Pranco should promise that Spaln vould bE

completely independent off Germany and Italy-and in case

of general Europtan war this year would remain neutral.
Jordana sald to Berard that he would urge Fronco to

make this nromise in return for recognition but he was u

not sure whether or not Franco would make any such promis:.zi

Daladier added that if Franco should refuse to promise =

neutrality he would immediately order both military =nd

industrial mobilization in Franck aince Franco's vufu:;l

would mean that France viould have te f-ee nn nttack on

three fronts in the coursc of the next




‘h"p‘:

-2- #340, February 22, midnight, (SECTION FOUR) from Paris.

Datadier is somewhat inclined to make statements of

this sort and not carry them out so at I am not at
. &-dv"'

nllcertain that such actlon would o refusnl. by

Franco of the terms agreed upon by Berard and General

- Jordann.

BULLITT
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JR

This telegram must be FrROM.ris

closely paraphrased be-

fore being communicnted Dated Februnry 22, 1939

to anyone, (D)
i Rec'd 10240 nem,, 23rd.
Seeretory of State,

Washingtong

340, February 22, midnight (SECTION FIVE).

I discussed with Danladier and Gamellm measures to
he taken in Pordis in case Germany and Itcly should attnek
in the next few weegks., Both Daladier and Goamelim
promised me that the stands of the rqce trock at Autueil
would be reserved for the Americon Embnvsy In case our
chancery should be blowvn up==which both regarded ns most
likelye.

Both Daladler -nd Gomelim commented on the Extreme
gravity of the situation of the British in the Far East,
expressing the opion that Great Britaln could do nothing
at the moment to defend elther Hong llong, Singnpbrc,

New Zealand, Australia or the Dutch Enst Indies in case
of Jopanese attack, They cdded that it might be possible
for the Itnlians to seize Egypt and obtain support from

the lMohommedan peoples of Arabla, Palestine, =nd the

7713 TYTINILINGD

B

~djacent countries who were hostile to the British on
necount of the Jewlsh immigration into Palestine, If the

Suez

.
s



£
o 1 el

-2- #340, February 22, midnight (Section Five) from Paris,

Suez Cahal and Egypt'ahould be in Italian hands insteand
of the British the entire situntion not only in-thz
eastern Mediterranean but also to the gastward=--in the

Indian ﬁccnn--wouid be changed,

BULLITT
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This telegram must bE is
?L.u gely paraphrased be= me
ore being communicated Dated February 22, 1939

to anyone, (D) A
Reo'd 10:59 a.m, , 23rd

Secretary of State,

Washington.

340, February 22; midnight (SECTION SIX). 3
I could contiﬁua to report views of representative
Frenchmen as to the extreme gravity of the present
sltuation until this telegram would Dbe endlesss One
gexample may be worth citing, Last night when I was at
Blum's apartment Mandel telephoned to say that he must
see Blum at once. He arrived and I offered to go but
Eath men asked me to rﬁmain. Mandel sald to Blum that
he considered it vital that Blum should not leave for
Amiricﬁ. It #was now certain that the Italians would
begin an effort at blackmail on a grand scale in the
month of March, It was vital for France to refuse to
make any concessions, If Blum should go to America o
i1t would be entirgly possible that the Socialists :
under the leadership of Paul Faure would begin to s ,:'
gcream for peace, asking "hy should French boys die §
for Djiboutiz" He-brought forward all the facts to which
I have drawn your attention above and added that although

the



.2- #340, February 22, midnight (SECTION SIX) from Paris.

the the Frsnch-hhd only eight antique planes in the
Djibouti region thert WeEre now sufficient troops there
to hold up an Italian attack in foree for two weekss The
Italians therefore could hot seize Djiboutl by a swift
attack and then offer to talk peaces HE considered
Blum's presence essential in order to reinforce the
backbone of the Socialist Party, At She close of the
conversation Blum decided not to go to America,

END MESSAGE.

BULLITT
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This telegrar must be FROM
elosely paraphragsed be- - 'ARIS
fore being communicated
to anyone (D) - i Dated March 1, 1939

Secretcory of State

“Inshington

:'F:rri" :-L‘.I‘ch 1,'? Palls

STRICTLY. COit avutfla

From various remarks made by Quinones de Leon In the
course of our converantion-todoy I zothered that he 1a in
intimcte contzet with Ling Alphonsgo in Rome. The opinions
vhich hEe E:Frcand on lusaplinifts przaantfintﬁntinns oy t
therefore be of interect.

He soid thot he had information from Rome vhich woc
certninly authoritntiﬁc and indiected thot russolini. posi~/
tively was afraild to start war this spring. tiussolinl wus
convinezd and uith zood reason thot vithout fishting he
cauld zet 4 majority of the shares of the Addis Ababim
Djiboutil roailrocd, a IPEE port in Djiboutl, two shures on
board of the Suez Canal and © strtute-for the Italiaoga in
Tunisis similar to that vhich Lovol hod offered to héé. ;%
Quinones de Leon gaid that the inz of Italy oand the Fntﬂéz
royal fomily WEPE absolutely convinced thut there wnuﬁd bE
no vor this spring.

BULLITT
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This telegram must be™ Paris

closely paraphrasctd DE=
fore being communicated
tu envone. (D)

______ *mvAT, FOR THE sECRETAHE.."

L AT EATTY
OOV Db AL el ekt = =

I had a long talk with Daladier this moming. In

the course of our conversation he permitted me to read

a six pace note which Sir Eric Phipps, British Ambassador

in Paris, had handed to Bonnet yesterdaye.
on the 27th of PFebruary

0LGS/G9°1SL

The note ran as follows:

pastianini (replacing Ciano who was absent becauseg of

his Polish visit) sent for Lord Perth and made the folloW=

ing remarks:

The Italian Government was much disturbed becausE %%

the incredse of French reinforcements in Tunisia, In

addition to soldicrs (?) airplanes the French Government

was scnding heavy artillery. Moreover, the French WETE 9

CE

el s R e S

takins mEASureEs agalnst Ttalians resident in Tunlsia of

auch o hature that the Ttalian Government belleved that
the French Goverrment was contemplating an early attack
against Libya,

™
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED
REB 2
This telegram must be
closely paraphrased be- From FPARIS

forr being communicated
te auvone, (D) Dated March 3, 1939

Ree'd 2 p. m,

Seecretasy of State,

Washington,

401, March 3, 3 p. m. (SECTION TWO)

Bastlanini added that he knew it would be argued in
Paris that' these French forces were being concentrated in
Tunisia so that if Italian troops should attack Djibouti
there might be a French counter-attack on Libya.

Bastianinl asserted that 1t was absurd for any one to believe

that the Itallans were contemplating or could contemplate an

[
attack on Djiboutil and that this French argument  was there-

fore valueless, The Itallan Government was obliged to
believe that the French themselves were preparing for an
immediate attack on Llbya.

Under the circumstances the Italian Government must
reinforce heavily the 62,000 Italian troops now in Libya and
must insist that the French should stop sending reinforce-
ments to Tunisia. Bastianinl added that if the French
should not stop reinforeing the army in Tunisia the Italian
Government might have to take immediate and drastic action

and that war might result,

HPD

OLS/89° 192 .




REB

This ‘tzlzgrammm RECEIVED

closely paraphrased be=- PARIS
fore being communlcated
to anyone, (D) Dated March 3, 1839

FRom Rec'd 1:15 pe me

‘Seeretary of State,

fashington,

401, March 3, 3 p, m. (SECTION THREE)
The note went on to say that Lord Perth had replied that
it was inconceivable and absurd to believe that the French
were contemplating an attack on Libya and that the French
preparations were certalnly merely an answer to Itallan
preparations in Lilbyn.

The British Government, the note stated, had prnm;atd
the French Government that it would not attempt to mediate

or arbitrate the dispute between France and Italy, and

Chamberlain had stated flatly that in case of war England

would fight on the side of France; but the British Govern-

ment considered that the situation was already so dangerous

and that, in the immediate future, war would become so
{mminent, unless both the Italians and French should stop

this race of reenfercements to Libya and Tunisla, that the
British Government ventured to suggest to the French Govern- U
ment that the French Government might now be prepared to

aceept the good offices of the British Government to work out

n settlement of the dispute,
D
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FS TELEGRAM RECEIVED

This tElegram must be it Paris
c¢losely paraphrased DE=-
fore being communlcated Dated March &, 1839

to anyonees (D) FROM
=5 Ree'd 3: Ol peMe

Secretary of State,

Wu.shingt O,

401, March 3, 3 p.me’ (SECTION FOUR),

pDaladier commented somewhat bitterly that this note
was obviously the beginning of that very British mediation
which the British had promised not to propose.

We then discussed th£ underlying realities of the
situation, Daladier said that although Bastianini had
stated to Perth that there wWere only 62,000 Italian troops
in Libya, the secret service reports of the French general
staff indicated that there were approximately 100,000, HE
was in the habit personally of discounting such reports by
about 10%; but he felt absolutely convinced that there
were at least 85000Italian troops in Libya . At the present
time there’were 30,000 French troops in Tunisia but he was
reenforcing them ang he was sending pursuit planes to
Tunisia among which were the Curtis P 36-S which r:uzntly‘

had been delivered to Francee.

CSB
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This telegram must be Paris

oL P ETRNEARAM RECEEP oo 5

fore being ¢ cate ted March 35,1939

to anyone, (D) _— ' .
Rec'd 2:25 p.,m.

Seeretary of State, FRrOM

Washington,

401; March 3; 3 pem, (SECTION FIVE). : ;

He added that it wds quite true that he had sent heavy .
b artillery to Tunieia and also that he had sent tanks,

Daladier went on to say that he would cofitinue to send
reinforcements,

Djibouti obviously could not be defended for a long
time against an Italian attack from Ethiopia. He bslisvss;
howz?zr; that the present defenses of Djiboutl were suffi-

0LS/89"° 1SL

clent to prevent the Italians from taking the town In less

than two wgeks. He could not send large forces to Djiboutl

becauseg it was a mere cul de sac and all soldlers there
—eventually would be_sacrificed.

Daladier said that he had glven Bonnet orders to pre-
pare a note replying vigorously to the British that France
could not accept British mediation, (Indeed in his hand-
writing on the British note which he showed me was an
annotation to this effect.) Daladler added that Bonnet 3

was now preparing the note,

CSB BULLITT




. TELEGRAM RECEIVED
REB -
This telegram must be ]

closely paraphrased be- FROM PARIS

fore being cémmunicated [

to mnyone, (D) Dated March 3, 1939

Rec'd 2:39 Pe My

Secretary of State,
Washington,

401, larch 3, 3 pe me (SECTION SIX)

I.asked Daladier what he thought the Italians would
demand, He sald that he thought they would demand the
Adis ‘Ababa Djibouti railroad, a free port in Djibouti,
seats on the board of the Suez Gaﬁal Company and -a nEw
statute for the Italians in Tunisia which would make it
certain that they would have a virtually independent
status and would Evtﬁtually ﬁE able to dominate Tunisia,
By this I gathered that he meant, among other things, that
the Itallians would demand the right of unrestricted irmi-
gration Into Tunisia and the right for all children of
these 1talians to remain for all future generations
Itallian citizzns.

Daladier went on to say that certain of theae
demands were not unreasonable and would not touch the
vital interests of France., HOWEVEr, so long as Italy

should continue to make such demands at the point of a

pistol it would be impossible to accord them, If I
should

0LS/99°1SL .




REB 2051
2-#401, From Paris, March 3, 3 p.ms
(SEc. 8ix)
should walk into his office and ask him casually to glve
me ten francs he would naturally do it; but if I should
walk in and point a pistol at his head and say that he
must give me ten franes or.I would shoot him he would be

obliged to tell me to shoot,

BULLITT
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

REB

This telegram must be

closely paraphrased be= From PARIS
fore being communicdated
to anyone, (D) Dated March 3, 1939

Rectd 2:46 De Me

Secretary of State,

Washington,

401, March 3, 3 ps m. (SECTION SEVEN)

So far as he was concerned he believed that now that
the Itallians controlled Ethiopia it would be reasonable,
provided Italy should be ready to behave as a good neighbor
to Francz{anﬂ to stop insults and threats, to arrange for
the sale to the Itallan Government of that portion of the
Djibouti-Addis Ababa Railroad which lay in Ethiopia, French
1ntErEataI:Etaining that portion which was in French
Somaliland, Furthermore, he had no great objection to
giving Italy a free port in Djiboutl although there was,

of course, the danger that this free port would soon

 dominate the entire town and make it virtually an Italian

possession., He also had no particular objection to giving
Italy a few seats on the ﬁ;ard of the Suez Canal, The
Italian demands with regard to Tunis must, however, be
rejected i1f they should go any further than the proposals
which Laval had made to Mussolini in 1935, He could not

go one step further than Laval had gone, Indeed he believed

that

0L8/89°18L
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2=#401, From Paris, Marech 3,3p.m,
Sece. Seven)

that Laval had gone too far. He again repeated that
France could not submit to blackmail and that he would

rather have war than surrender any advantage however slight

to Italy at the point of a gun,
(EYD SECTION SEVEN)
BULLITT




TELEGRAM RECEIVED
REB
This telegram must be

closely paraphrased be- FROM PARIS

fore being communicated
to anyone, (D) Dated March 3, 1939

Ree'd 3:50 pe. my

-

Secretary of State,
Washington,

‘401, March 3, 3 p., m. (SECTION EIGHT)

I have gathered from sources too numerous to mention
" that Bonnet may have been preparing the ground for the
British note which Daladier showed me and that Bonnet
may be prepared to accept a very slight change in attitude
on the part of ¥ussolini as sufficient alteration in
Italian poliecy to justify concesslons with regard to the
3 Djibouti-Addis Ababa Rallroad, the freeport in Djibouti,
the seats on the board of the Suez Canal and a new harbor
for Tunisia,

The latter point obviously is most serious. As
Daladier said to me this morning "If we make concessions
with regard to Tunisia of such a nature to cause the
Tunisiams to believe that we shall some day abandon them
to thé Itelians, we shall not only lose Tunisia but also

Algeria and the whocle of North Africa. An Italian Tunisia

would not only be the beglinning of the end of our colonial

empire in Nerth Africa but also ‘would mean absolute
control

dd

1SL
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control by Italy of-the whole portion of the Mediterranean
lying to the east of Bizerte, Pantelleria and Sicily.”"

(END SECTION EIGHT)

2-#401, 'rom Paris, Mar.3,3p.ms
(S£ce Eight)

BULLITT
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This telegram must be

closely paraphrased be= PARIS
fore belng communicated FROM
to anyones (D) Dated March 3, 19309

Rec'd 2:50 pe Me

Secretary of State,

Washington,

401, Karch 3, 3.p, me (SECTION NINE)

5
5
My own judgment of the British note was that its terms -
L]
and tone indicated that the British Government 1s about to (0))
an |
= bring very serious pressure on the French Government to R
> o
i'!- i
i compel the French Govermment to make the concessions that ~J
O

Muasolini desires., I do not kmow to what extent Bomnet
will cooperate in this British pressure and it is difficult ]
to predict whether or not Daladier will stand firm in the ;-
next crisis, ;

Daladier comes from the people and 1s not influenced

by the curious wave of upper class emotlion which is beginning
to make @ large number of rich and respectable gentlemen on

the Right, both in France and England, feel a sense of

dd

solidarity with the dictators rather than the democracles.
One of the growing factors in the present situation is

this sense of the international solidarity of capitalists e

aTT

which is curiously reminiscent of the Hetternich period

/ in

/




2-#401, From Faru, Hnr.-:': ap.m-
(Sec. Nine)
in Europe when therg was an international solidarity of
legitimists, They want to preserve _thl: po&ition of the
dictators as a defence against th:.L:ft'at almost any
cost., Flandin heads this group in France and Bonnet 1s

perhaps not remote from it,

BULLITT
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, TELEGRAM RECEIVED
REB
This telegram must be
closely paraphrased be- FROM PARIS
fore being communicated {
to anyone, (D) Dated March 3, 1939

Rec'd 3:16 ps m,

Secretary of State,
Washington,

401, Narch 3, 3 p, me (SECTION TEN)

At the conclusion of our conversation I took up with

0LS/89°158L

Daladier a request which the Polish Ambassador made to me
a few days ago., The Polish Ambassador said that his Govern-
ment was most anxlous to improve relations between Poland
and France., The chief obstacles to these relations were
certain misunderstandings which existed in the mind of
Daladier with regard to Polish policy and Polish promises
in the past, He had not seen Daladier for a VETXry long
time and had no personal contact with him and would be
deeply oblized If T would invite him and Daladier to lunch
with me alone so that ‘these misunderatandings might be
cleared up. | =

(EID SECTION TEN)

BULLITT
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REB TELEGRAM RECEIVED

This telegram must be

closely paraphrased be=- PARIS

fore being ccmmunicated FROM

to anyone. (D) - Dated March 3, 1939

Ree'd 3:24 p., m,

Secretary of State,

Washington,
!

401, llarch 3, 3 pe ms (SECTION ELEVEN)

I rereated the above to Daladier. He sald that it
was indeed true that he had an exceedingly bad opinion both
of .the Polish Ambassador in Paris and of his Foreign Minister
Beck. He agreed, however, that it would be wise for him to
hear any explanations that the Polish Ambassador might have

~to give him since at the present moment it appeared that.

Pnlandiﬁha agaln becoming afrald of Germany and might
therefore desire to draw closer to France.

In conclusion Daladier expressed his intense joy
at the election of Cardinel Pacelli as Pope. He was also
most pleased by the excellent reception in Spain of the
nomination of Marechal Petain as Ambassador to Burgos,

(END OF MESSAGE)
BULLITT
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