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This mgssage must bE From Foris e
closely paraphrnased be=
fore belng communicanted Undated
to anyone. (D) _ e
Rec'd 10215 a.m.,March 11,193¢F
sEeretary of State, \1._r" \,
Uashington, lbfaf
LV ‘
457, (SECTICN OHE OF S3EVEN) Bonnet . apent .a part

of this afternoon with me and-I invited Ambasaadeor
Kennedy to foln us, PRefore the Ambassador arrived

-

Bonnet s3ald to me that he had -sent a note to the

Britisch Govermment todoy replying in extremely stiff

terms to the British note referred to in my numbers ;
401 March 3, and 430 March 8. =

Ambassador Kennedy asked Bonnet to explaln to -a _
him the position of the French Government.vis a visk Lf
Italy. Bonnet said that last apring he had iInaugurated *-
conversotions with the I1tallan Government for the re-
storntion of renlly friendly reletions between France EJ
and Italy through Blondel, French Charge d'Affaires in T:
Rome., These conversations had begen interrupted some- ()
what rudely by Mussolini's Genoa speech in which he had Ei g
stated that 1t would not be possible to nehieve any good E; g
relations between France and Italy so long ns the two !;'I'_ I'
countries stood on opposite sides of the trenches in {:
the Spanish war, : %

(9
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{ NEAR Eaj A
EG b
This rremsage mudt be FROM Paris
closely paraphrased be=
forec being communicated Undated
to anyone, (D) L
Rec'd 9165 a,m, March 11,1939
Secretary of State, r_*H“T“f;2}j4
Washington, riﬂn' * ]
‘ .
457, (SECTION TWO). 1 Dreas

L]
L ——

ol i e b ¥
Bonnet went on to say that after this Epiaﬂdl-:w

had been a diviaaqp|cf opinioﬂmln France in aplte of -
/mem Italy. % the Center and Right argued
that Mussolini could reasonably be angry with France
because the French Government had refused to recognize
the King as Emporer of Ethiopia and had refused teo send
an Ambassador to Italy. Last autumn the French Govern-
ment had rccpgnizcd the King of Italy as Emporer of
Ethiopia and had sent Francols Poncet to Rome and Poncet
had announced to the Italian Government that he was ready
to take up the conversations which Blondel had inaugurated
last Spring. The Italian reply had been to stage the
scene in the Italian Chamber of Deputies with screaming
demands for Nice, Corsica, Tunls, Djiboutl, et cetera,
and Poncet had been denled access elther to Mussolini

r to Clanc, 1

The




=2= #457, SECTION TWO, March 11, 1939 from Paris

"hfhz Italians apparently had miscalculated thé
domestlc situation in France, They had believed that
the general atrike of November 30 was the prelude to
complete disintegration. At that time Cilano had stated
to all and sundry ‘that France was only a facade which

required merely a kick to demolish it completely.

BULLITT
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This messagE must be From Farls
c¢losely paraphrased be=
fore being communicated Undated

to anyone, (D)
Rec'd 1025 a.ms

Harch 11, 1939

>f State, I bt . F-‘|

A
Washington, g\ R ek

i I'I‘-
et v

457, (SECTION THREE). | DEPARTMES: _‘

he resgult of this Itwlian attitude had been to

Secretary

consolidate French opinion from the extreme right to

the extreme left in united opposition to Italy and to

a1l Italian demands, It would be extremely difficult

for the French Government in the face of publlic opinion

at the present time to nake any concessions of any kind
whatsoever to Italy. Up to the present time in spite of
demands formulated by the Itallan press the French Govern-
ment had received no demands whatever from the Italian
Government,

Bonnet asked Ambassador Kennedy if to his know-
ledge the Italian Government had presented any demands
against France to the Britlsh Govermment., The Ambassador
replied that he had discussed this subjJect with chamhﬁf-
lain and Halifax and he was certain that the Itallans had
not presented any concrete demands either to Lord Perth

or
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-2= #4577, (SECTION THREE) March 11, 1939 from Parls.

or in London. He went on to say that the Britlish
attitude today was entirely different from the Briﬁish
attitude in September, He had never-belleved thét the
British Government would fight last September., HE be-
11eved now that the British Government was fully pre-
pared to fight and that Hore-Belisha's speech vas of
the utnost importance as an indlecetion of Critish

pollicy.

BULLITT
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m l Mﬂi" I <100 7
This telegram muat be Parls Lo 139
closely, paraphrased be-= From
fore being communicated Undated |

to enyone, (D)

Mar
Secretary of State,

Washington.

457, (SECTICN FOUR), Chamberlain had told him a week
before Belisha's speech that he had told Relisha to make
such a speech although he- knew that it would be the most
severe blow that the Eritish public had had to receive
for years, It would not be easy for the British to swallow
the 1dea ‘that they muet send soldlers to Frances He
considered this speech a positive indlcation that the
British would bring no pressure whatscever on the French to
make concessions to ﬂEEEEP

Bonnet said tha?#;:'was extremely glad to hear thils
and the discussion then turned to the problem which.would bE
presented if on the one hand the French and British should
£0 on inereasing thelr defensive atrmgtﬁuxmﬂﬁtsirﬁ war and
cn the'other hand the Germana and Italiahs should go on
increasing thelr armed strength but be afrald to begin war,
Securlty agalnst altack would inertase on both sides but
ruin would apnroach with ench gain in security,

Bonnet sald that the French Government was fully

aware af this dilemma,

Alphand,




S . - -

-2= #4857, (SECTION FOUR) from Paris,

Alphand, Director of Commercial Accords, had been
sent to Berlin today to present precisely this question
to the Germans, He had been authﬁri:sd to sign an
agr:tmgnt with the Germans for an exchange of French
agriuulturai products for German manufactures which would
increase direct trade between the two nations by about

three hundred milllon francs per annum,

% BULLITT
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

JR :

This telegram must be Paris 1,
cloasely, paraphrased be- FROM :
fore belng communicated Undated

to anyone. (D)
Rec'd March 11, 1939

11;05 a.me

Secretary of State, I \5&LFH:I i ,ﬁ—l
Washington, FC\ :\‘J\ i~ 409 3

e ‘
NEPARTMERMS “
457, (SECTION FIVE),  He had also b:s#_anbhar&aed—tn ~

propese to the Germans a Franco=German collaboration 1n the
develemment of the French Colonlal Empire in Central Africa
not (repeat not) North Africa and he had been 1nstrﬁcﬁ:d

to say that so long as the French should be compelled to

put into armaments almost every penny that they could spare
they would have very little capital to put into this mutual
exploitation of Central Africa, Any limitation of armaments
would 1ncEEasE the amount of capltal which could be used for
productiv: purposes in Central Africa, Thcitssenuz'nf
economic and flnancial problems today was the question of
limitation of armaments,

At this point Ambassador Kennedy was obliged to leave
for RomE,

Bonnet then sald that he had been much surprised to
read today a despatch from ‘Jashington by Roussy de Sales
stating that publlec opinion in the Unlted States would be
agalnst a conference for limitation of armamenta at the

present



=2« #457, (SECTION FIVE) from Paris,

-

present time and asked me if our GﬂvzrnmEhL would bE

opposed to such a confErEnce,

I replied that the President's speeches and yours
indicated clearly that the United States always would be
ready to partieipate in a conference for the limitation:

of armamentsj but added that in my opinion we would not

desire to abandon the program of rearmament which we had

just inaugurated.

BULLITT
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Thie telcgram must DE

closgly paraphrased bE=
icated g
to anyontee (D) Undated &, /

Rectd Mareh 11, 1939
12145 pele

Segeretary of Stateg, : ! ..,.7 i 'ﬂl
0y ¢ .
]

Tashingtone. ,,ﬁ Fﬁj §
457, (SECTION SIX). \ nm"tm}_\ J

oo™ thin said that hEe certginly hoped we would
rot 1 ¥ Fr ot hlgs program and that in his opinlon nothing
coul.” TE more disastrous than to summons another

conferense either for 1imitation of armaments or for
cconomic appeasement until the ground had been|so
carefully prepared that we knﬂw we could achleve a
positive resulte, tg should not risk a renetition of the
abortive disarmament confErences of the past or of the
gconomic conrcranceﬂkggwéf 1933, HeE then went on to
say that while it would be impossible to make any
concessions with regard to Tunieia at the present time
tthE were questions with regard to a free port in
Djibouti and the Djibnﬁti-ﬁddin Ababa Railroad which
might be discussed provided the Ttallans should show a
disposition Lo bDehave reasonably and politely.

His impression was that Italy would not dare to
risk war at the present moment and that Germany was

b thoroughly




=2« /457, (SECTION SEX) from Pariss

thoroughly dlainnlin:d to support an Italian war in the
Mediterrancan, Vhen Ribbentrop had visited Paris he had
said to Ribbentrop thet it was all very well to have
signed an agreement by which Germeny promised not to
attack France 1n order to recover A}sac:-Lorrainz but
that this agreement would be of very 1little value if
Germany should attack f‘ranc: in order to support Italian

claims in the iiediterranceans (END SECTION SIX).

SULLITT
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This telegram must be e e N CAPTRIRS
closely paraphrased be= , Paris : O
fore being communicated .
to anyong, (D) Undated
Rec'd March 11, 1939
o =5 12:39 pem.
Secretary of State, ‘ p, DS " OF "]
ROGEAN i+ .
Washington. / et el
@) gamoeca o
457, (SECTION SEVEN). l DEPARTME "

Ribbentroop had replied "If we do not desire to
make war iﬁ order to attempt to recover provinces which
» after all belonged to us for mony years you can imaging
how much less we desire to make war in order to obtain ﬁ?""“”
for the Italians in the Mediterranean," Bonnet added
. that he was convinced that Germany's eyes were still turned
gastward and that Germany desired a period of quiet in
vhich to attempt to achieve control of central and '
gastern Europe-=with the possible prospect of an attack |
on the Soviet Union in the future,

In conclusion Bonnet -snid to me that he could not
help reflecting during our comversation on the immense
improvement in the situation from the point of view of the
democracies since last asptpnbzr. This was due in part 53
to the evolution of public opinion in Great Britain, the
progress of the rearmament program in Great Britain and

to the grtatly improved situation in France, but in major

part



-2~ #457, (SECTION SEVEN) from Paris,

- part 1t wns due to theé policy which hnd been followed
by the Government of the United Stateg since last October,

(END OF MESSAGE).

BULLITT
NPL



DOCUMENT FILE
NOTE

For_Tel#498 4 p.m.

o=t 860f .00/ 687
FROM _JITance (. Bullitt y DATED M7 17, 1939
.m HAME =1 are
[)
REGARDING:
Great Gonsternation in Poland over Hitler's advance

but it is believed the Poles will fight back if Hitler should
make a direct attack sgainet Folish territory.

ml

“2.9 209,

SS¥/z29° 009

r.c.“\'.
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED
This telegram . must be
closely parcphrased be=—
fore being communicated PARIS

to anyone, (D) : FROM _ ;
. Dated March 18, 1939

Rec'd 1:40 p, m,

Seeretary of State, X" .;_ : O
Wasiiington, ( < {Er#
f Nty
513, Marech 18, 3 p, m, g
SCT2T A'D PERSOVAL FOR TVC PRISIVENT AND ACTING

SECRETLRY OILY:-

Daladier lunched with me alone today and we discussed
the entire aituation, |

e 30ld that he wug intensely grateful for the declara-
tion with regard to the invasion of Czechoslovakin which .
had been made by tﬁz Acting Secretary of State and for -
the statement of the President that the Neutrality Aet
shoulc be changed. IiE considered that a change in the
Neutraolity Act which would permit the exXport in time of
war ol arms, munitions and aeropl-ucs to France would be
of basiec importance in the present situation,

Daladier stated also that he wre delighted by tae
action of the American Government in continuing to
recosnize the Minister of sznhuslov;ﬁiﬁ in Washington
as the !ilnlster of Czechoslovakia, ' '

(€' OVE OF 14 SECTIONS)

! BULLITT
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ST b enin

closgly paraphrascd Bge— PARIS
fore being communicated
to anyone. (D) FROM Dated March 18, 1939

Ree'd 3:16 pe m,

Secretary of State,
1Waahin5ton.

513, March 18, 3 pe me (SECTION TWO)
He had pgiven orders that Osusky, the Czechoslovak Miniatﬁéﬂ
Paris, should cortinue to be recognized as Minister of
Czechosloval:ia and had posted policemen at the Legation
to prevent the entry of Germans, HE did not know, houever,
how long Osusky would be able to continue to hold out
because the Germans had already informed all officers of
the Legation and the staff that reprisals would be taken
against their families anﬁ relatives in Czechoslovakia
i1f they should continue to work at the Legation.

Daladier said that he felt certain that he would
receive the full powers which he had asked, He expected
to use them in the first instance to mobllize at once
two classes, The Germans had gquietly drawn into thelr
fifty-four active divisions 207 more men to bring them
up to war strength. ﬁE felt that undE? the eclrcumatances
he must mobilize at least two classeas.

BULLITT
EMB
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

This telegrom must be—
closely paraphrased be=-
fore beinz communicated

to anyone, (D)

BPARIS
FrROM Dated March 18, 1939

Rge'd 3:18 De e -

Secretary of State,

Washington,

513, l.arch 18, 3 pe m. (SECTION THREE)

Daladier then went on to say that he had a numoer of
intimcte personal questions he would like to ask me which
he would ask as a close personal friend and not as a
Prime Llnister to the Ambnssador of the United States,

He had saild to his children (he is a widower) that he
expected war in. the near future, He might soon be kili:d F
by a bomb_or &th::’-wia:. In case of his death he advised
them to consult me and toke my advice-as to their futufE-

He asked me if I would object to giving them such advice

and looking out for them, I replied that of course I should
be most honored to do so. -

Daladier then said that his next question was equally

intimate. A member of the Montalembert family resident in r 

nil

Rome had come to see him yesterday stating that he had had o

conversntions recently with Mussolini and Ciano and that batﬁf-

Mussolini and Ciano as well as the King and all other members s
of the Italian royal family were intensely disturbed by the |

increasing German powers, ’

BULLIT?T
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED
This telegram must be
closely paraphrased bes————— PARIS
fore being communicated
to anyone, (D) FROM Dated March 18, 1939

Reel'd 35:38 pe M

Secretary of State,

Washington,

513, March 18, 3 p., m. (SECTION FOUR)
They desired sincerely to come to an understanding with
Frances, They had authorized Stefani, of the Italian
ageney Stefani 1ﬁ Paris, to call on him, Deladier to let
him know egxactly the terms which Mussolini was ready to
accept Tor a complete reconciliastion with France. They
had addaﬁ that i1f this preliminary conversation should
result in negotiations they felt that it would be advisable
to send to Rome to conduct such negotiations Pierre Laval,
in whom both Hussolini and Ciano had the greatest confidence,
Daladier then said that he had no confidence whatsoever
in Bonnet and did not wish to consult him with regard to
this cormunication. He desired to consult me as an in-
dividual and not as American Ambassador and asked me to
give him my personal opinion., I replied that I could give
no opinion as American Ambassador; but that if a similar

proposal




2-i/513, From Paris,Mar,l8,3p.m.
(8ees Four)

proposal had been made to me and I were in hls place I
should reply that there was an Italian Ambassador in
Paris, tiiat I would be glad to receive at any time, and
if the :tﬁlinn Government had any communication to make it
shorld DLe made through this official and authorized

chinrela
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REB TELEGRAM RECEIVED

This telegram/must be—"—

;1oallriggraphrnl:d b:; PARIS

ore be communicate ROM .

to aﬁ?om (D) " Dated March 18, 1939

Rec'd 3:22 p. m,

Secretary of State,

Washington,

[

513, liarch 18, 3 pe m. (SECTION FIVE)

I felt personally that the sending of Laval to Rome would

destroy the confidence in hils, Daladierts,wlll to resist

absolutely all.dzmﬂnds against France which was the basis

SE9/00°OFL oo

of hls atrength throughout the country, It might destroy
French morale, A proposal which did not come through the
Itolian Ambassador must be regarded as a ruse and not as
a serious act in the direction of rapprochement between
France and Italy. . )
D;lmdiEr sald that he would reply in this sensc. .
LE then went on to say that hs-wishzd to ask me as o
friend for my advice on another proposal, Herriot had
talked with Litvinov and was very anxious to be empowered f
to go to Fmacow to nggotiate a firm and absolute military |
understonding with the Sovlet Union. He askedme azaln
as a friend and not as American Ambaasador to say what T
thought of &tiils proposal,

BULLITT
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REB TELEGRAM RECEIVED

This telegram must bE - : |
closely paraphrased beE= PARIS )
fore aeing communicated FroOM

to anyone, (D) Dated March 18, 1939

PR L Ly

Rec'd 3:28 pe me

Secretary of State,

Washingtons

—— ...:..1...'.-.&...._;_:_&.._

513, harch 18, 3 p. m. (SECTION SIX)

Ll S a

pre

I replied that it had been our experience that no
promises made by the Soviet Union could be relied on,

Fevertheless in tﬁa nresent situetlion I felt that no

229/ 00° OvL

stone should be left Anturned even though one might
expeet to find vermin under it, I felt, however, that
Herriot whose amiable and gsn;rﬁus qualities were deeply
anppreciated in the United States was too honest and
sincere a person to be able to deal successfully with
the Bolsheviks, I believed that if he should be sent to
Hoscow he should be accompanied Dy some One who would
examine every Russian proposal with a mieroscope and was
as unscrupulous as the Eoiahzvikn themselves,

Daladier replied that there were only two Frenchmen P
he could think of who fitted this description. He though%l
that his kinister of Colonies Mandel was the most

=
.
£
L

'1.

unscrupulous




REB

2-#513, From Paris,Mar.l18,3peme
(Sec.s Six)

unsecrupuilous qrdok he knew and that a close second ‘who
Even Eticeeded Mandel in his ability to lie was Jules Henry.
e hed wren thinking of dismissing lMandel from his cabinet

“eEcausE & knew that Mandel was intriguing against him,

SULLITT
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

%ﬂ'ﬁ telegram must be FRoM Paris
closely paraphrased be=-.
fore being communicated Dated March 18, 1939
to anyone. (D)

Rec'd 3:48 p, m,
Secretary of State,

Washington,

513, March 18, 3 p, m, (SECTION SEVEN)

He could not therefore very well attach him to Herriot,
He might, however, attach Jules Henry to Herrlot and
send theém both to Moscow,

He then asked me if I had eany advice to gilve as to
how they should conduct themselves. Again as a private
individual and not as American Ambassador I replied
that I felt that the French Government should ineist
before any such mission should be sent to Moscow that
their conversations should be with Stalin personally;
that it should be absolutely understood before their
departure that one interview with Stalln was not suf=-
ficient but that all thelr negotlations should be con-
ducted with Stalin, I added that if the Russians were
really serious in desiring to act with military force
to reslst the encroachments of Germany on Eastern
Europe they would be glad to accept this conditiong

wheEreas

COPL i
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IMS 2-No, 513, March 18, 3 p. m., SECe 7, from Paris.

whereas if they did not accept this condition it would
be certain that the statements which had been made
recently by the Ambassador to Herriot to this effect

were merely traps for larks.

BULLITT
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This telegram must DE '

closeady paraphrasgd be-= FROM ' PARIS

fore being communicated

to anyones (D) Dated March 18, 1939

Rec'd 4 pe Mms

Secretary of State,

Washington.

513, larch 18, 3 p. m, (SECTION EIGHT)
Daladier then asked me if I feglt that there was much

chance of obtaining real Russian support for Rumania and

Poland.
T replied that before the question should be taken

£9/00°0¥ L.

up witl: the Russians it would be advisable to obtaln the
consent of the Polish and Humnnian Governments to accept
such support, At the present moment I was certain that

if the foot of a Red soldier should cross the frontier of
gither Poland or Rumania the Poles or the Rumanlans, as

the case might be, would go to war at once with the Soviet
Union, I felt certain that neither the Poles nor the Q
Rumanians would permit the Red Army under any condition
to cross their fronmtiers. It might, however, bE pnssihlaﬁ?

to arrenge for a supply of Soviet arms, munitions and B

airplanes pn both Poland and Rumania in case of war.
I then o




REB

E-#ﬁls » From 'PﬂI‘iE,HaI‘- 18' 31}.1'!1-
(Sec. Eilght)

I then asked Dalaﬁisr i1f there were any truth in
the report which I had received today from & SOUrCE
whicli is often well informed in the effect that Bonnet
was preparing a plan of concessions to Italy which hE

Iaterdzd to communicate to Halifax when he accompanied
; A

Le5run So Lendon next week.
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PAP PARIS

This telegram muat be

closelj.paraphrased be= From Dated March 18, 1939
fore being communicated

to anyone (D) Rec'd 4:22 pm
Secretary of State

Washington

513, March 18, 3 p.me (SECTION NINE) ¢

Daladier replied "I know nothing about it, If he is
dning'ﬁﬁat, I should dismiss him as Minister for Forelgn
Affairs at once"., HE went on to say that he had absolutely
no confidence in Bonnet, He would like to replace him as
Minister for Foreign Affsips but 1t was not easy to find
someg one to replace him, He then asked me if he could
once more ask my personal and unofficial opinion of this
qQEstinn.

I replied that I felt that if Bonnet should be rE=
placed his successor should be some ong who represented the
sound qualiﬁics of the provincial population of France
and not the Paris drawing rooms. Ds&ladier answered that
this waz his view also but that unfortunately he could
think of no ont who met this descriptione~ He had thought
of replacing Bonnet by Pietri but this probably would not
inspire confidence in the country, At the moment he had
absolute confidence in Leger arid he might ask Leger to take
the portfolio of Forelgn Affalrs but he feared that Leger
would refuse it,

BULLITT
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REB

This tzilgrnm must be

clossdy paraphrased be- 'FROM PARIS

fore being communicated :

to anyone, (D) Dated March 18, 1939

"Ree'd 3:53 p, m,.

Secretary of State,
Washington,

513, liarch 18, 3 pe m, (SEGTIdH TEN)
The ouly remaining possibility wes Paul Reynaud who had
made a grsaf success at the Ministr} of FPinance and
represented not only the will to resist but also
intellizence of the first ord:f; It might be possible
to transfer Bonnet to the Ministry of Finance and put
Reynaud in the Quail 4'Orsay, The present situation was
extraordinerily difficult for hime, He could not be sure
of fhg good falth of his own.Minister for Fc;zign Affairs,
as I could see from the fact that he was conaulting me
a3 his closest friend with regard to the most intimate
problems on foreign affairs,

Dalacdier then went on to say that he would like to

e o, ———

ask my opinlon with regard to the Polish position, I
stated that T belleved that in case of any German attael:

d=

on Poland the Poles would fi-ht at onece, Daladier saild




REB

=513, From Paris,Mar.IB;Eﬁ-m.
{sec, Ten)

that he was not ‘at 'all surg of this, He still believed |

that Beck was completely in the hands of the Germans,

BULLITT
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fore

to anyone. (D)

TELEGRAM RECEIVED

telegram must PE From Paris

gly paraphrased bE=
being communicated Dated March 18, 1939

Rec'd 4:16 pe Me

seoorbary of State,

vir.ahington,

{13, March 18, 3 pe me (SECTION ELEVEN)

7 replied that I did not belleve this and then

poincrd sut that if the Germans should moVE ggainst

I'rla

-d the mwove wonld not bE in the nbvlious fomn of

ar, attack by CGerman troops on the Polish frontier but

woul
that

and

4 be in the form of a demand by the Danzig Senate !
Danzlg should bE incorporated in the German Reich

that 1ts foreign affairs and military protection

should be placed in the hands of Germany instead of

Poland and that the customs barriers now dividing

Dang
Pola
adle
that

1g from Germany and the free passaget of goods from
nd to Danzig should be sbolisheds I said to Dal=
r that the Pollsh Ambassador had stated to me

since the German occupation of Czechoslovakia

Beck had been occupled in attempting to determing the

EXAac

t position of Poland in Europt. The Polish Ambas- '

sador had asked me 1f I was certain that in case of a k

German

i
—

229/ 00°0 VL
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| i
LMS 2-No, 513, Mafth 1B, 3 p, me, Seoc, 11, from Paris,

German attack on Poland Francg would declart war on l ?
Germany, I had replied that I had fglt certain that | i
the French would merch against Germany at once, Dalaw '

dier replied that I had been absolutely correct in
this statement, If German troops should cross the
Polish frontier and he should be Prgsident du Consell

France would declare war on Germany immediately,

BULLITT
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are FROM
LMS
This telegram must bE Paris
closely paraphrased be-
forg being communicated Dated March 18, 1939

to .anyone, (D)
Rec'd 4:28 p, m,

Secretary of State,

"".';"-'ﬂ B P T,

Washington,

¢

513, March 18, 3 p. me (SECTION TWELVE)
I then said to Daladier that the Polish Ambassa-

£9/00"° OF

e

dor had asked me for my opinion in the case that the

Danzig Senate should vote to incorporate Danzig in the

N 5 ﬁ.--a
Ll

 German Reich and that the Polish Ambassador had added

that such a vote would be the signal for the immediate

gntry of Polish troops into Danzig and that the Polish
Ambassador had further put to me the hypothetlcal

question that 1f German troops should attempt to Eject

the Polish troops from Danzig and the Poles should

resist would France march to the assistance of Polanf,
Daladisr replied that.Franca definitely would march s

to the assistance of Poland in this case also. f*

BULLITT a




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

LMS

Tidw telegram must be FROM  Paris

closely paraphrased be-

fore being communicated Dated March 18, 1939

to anyone. (D) .
Rec'd 4:35 pe Me

Secretary of State,

Washington.

513, March 18, 3 pe m. (SECTION THIRTEEN)

He went on to say, however, that 1f the Poles put
this question to him he would 1like to ask a similar
queetion of the Paléa. The Poles had an alliancEe
with Rumania., If the GErmans in cooperation with the
Hungarians should attack Rumania would Poland make
war to assist Rumania, I replied that I did not know
the answer to this quzstiéu but it probably would
depend on the degree to which Poland should fEgl cer-
tain of support from Franct and England,

I asked Daladier if he wished me to state to the
Polish Ambassador precisely what he had said to me,
He sald that he hoped I would do ;o at oncee. (I have
already done sce The Polish Ambassador replied that
the Polish-Rumanian alliance applied only vis-a-vis
the Soviet Union and that Poland had no obligations
whatsoever to assist Rumania in case of an attack
by Hungary or Germany or both,)

BULLITT
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

LMS
This telegram must be FROM Parls
closely paraphrased DE=
fore belng communicated Dated March 18, 1939
to anyonege (D)
Rec!d 4:30 pe Me
Secretary of State; ‘

Washlngton, 'y

513, March 18, 3 pe me (SECTION FOURTEEN)
In coneclusion Daladier said that he felt that

unless France could organize immediately closEer

peletions with Poland, the Soviet Union and Rumania,

Germany first would confront the Teleki Government
{n Hungary with the alternative of forming a military
alliance with Germany and participating in a jﬂiqt

attack on Rumania in which case Hungnrj would recelve
Transylvania or of having Germany foment a National
Soclalist movement in Hungary which would overthrow
the Telekli Government and produce complete cooperation

with Germany. HE believed that in one of these ways

or the other Germany would obtain Hungarian cooperation '

against Rumania, King Carol would be overthrown and
a National Socialist regime installed in Rumanid,.
Next 1t would be Poland's turn to recelve German
pressure but before that moment had arrived Mussolini
he believed would present unacceptable demands

agalnst

Peis,




IMS 2-No, 513, March 18, 3 De Hs, S€0s 14, from Paris.

against Franie. \

In any Casg hi' view was that war was approaching
at terrible speed, Diplomacy had almost ceased to
exist, WE WEre now in the periocd of B gearch for
arnaments and alliti. ]

With this I en%lrely 8grekes ,

(END MESSAGE)

BULLITT
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HL
This message must be

closely paraphrased befofeROM '
being ¢ommunicated to pated Moareh 25, 1939

anyonee (C)
s Rec'd 12:25 peme

VISION OF
N AkkA

AR271929 |

Paria

Ezufztary of State

Washington

566, March 25, 2 p., M.
STRICTLY Zlhr ivbnisdle

uqf The Nilitary Attache hac been informed in
ﬂ{x;ﬂ 3 strict confidence by the YWar Deportment that thelir !
'ﬂlﬁ;r}v informotion indicotes that Cermony is sending addie f
&1;h. tional troops and munitions into the fortified area |

~long the Rhine and into the Palatinate. Germony is
¢alling up additionnl reservisis, the exonet number of
vvhich 12 not knovne

Prance has ealled up onproximately 130,000 men

individuclly from cmong those vho completed thelr

militoary tralning within the pnot two years,

SULLITT = 4]
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contrining official instructions which / wns to communicate

Zerammui of
TR M_ )
. THIs| telegram must be :
Lol closgly paraphraosed be- FRQM P'.'II"}.E
wﬂﬂ?l‘.‘ fore T}Ling communicated
‘aon 419380 abyones (D) Dated March 29, 1939
} f Rec'd 10:40 a.my
ATMENT (H = e
o A | TN
SEeretary of Stote, e \
{ T £\
"nshington. | / -
) = r\ . - - \.4 l ,-
590, Marech 29, 1 r.m, (SECTION ONE). Ry / Sl
: SV £8
: STRICTLY CILrITCITIAL FOR THE SECRET..RY, O
Q3
The Polish Ambassador enlled on me this morning to o o
o))
say thnt he had just received from Beck o personnl letter N
he -~
a
~

to Dalndier and also the explanstion why he had received
no telegram of Importance recently from "'arsaw.
Beck hnd-stated in his letter that he had absolutely

relinble information to the effect that the Germans

THTIA

Were decoding successfully all the Polish Confidential
'cndcs. His present negotiations with the British wcr:éfoo
delicate and importent for him to desire to keep the
German Government fully informed with regard to them,

He was therefore obliged to commuriicate by letter,

BULLITT ol
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. EDA TELEGRAM RECEIVED
This telegram must be PARIS
closely. paraphrased ——
before being communie Dated March 28, 1939
cated to .anyone (D) FROM

ReEceElvEd 11:38 a.nm,

Secretary of State

Washington

580, March 29, 1l pym, (SECTION TWO).
The letter was written in Warsaw on the evening of
March 27, The Polish Ambassador read me his instructions

and. added that just before visiting me he had 2alled on

Daladier and read hinm his instructions and made certain 4
supplEmEntary statements, EE-;'
The instructions ran as fullowa: The Polish Govern= E; ?I

ment was engaged in most serious negotintions designed IE é

gi}ﬁ ) to create a bilateral pact between Poland and Great f:il
1“1'# Britain similar to the Franco Polish pacts Thg Polish i

Government would regard this pact if concluded as ao

parallel to and reinforcement of the Franco=Polish pact,

B by

The Polish Government did not desire to enter into any
conversations looking toward wider agreements until the

conclusion of this pact,

BULLITT :

CSB




: f
® j UR
1 :
JR - .

This telegram ; -
closgly paraphrased bE= From PUFEEBRE I 5~
fore being communicated e -
to anyones (D) Dated March 29, 1939 _’f

Rec'd 11:44 aen
[ 21 1 H

of State, _SECRETARY G
Sal 8
ngton., S e
MK 9 1934
March 29, 1 peme (SECTION THREE) ' &y
L

Tht Polish Ambassador went on to say that he had
stated to Daladier that he interpreted these words to
mean that Polnnd,--pfnvidcd Great Britain was prepared
te act,==-would enter a full defensive alllance with
ireat Britaln simliler to the Franco=Folish alliance,
[T Beck should leave "'arsaw for London that wrould - be
the signal thet it had been possible ia agree to

make such an alllance, Beck certalnly would not
leave 'farsaw for London unless and until all difficultied
nd bEen eliminated and the signature of the anlliance
prospects Beck wished to mointain this alllsnce
Independent of the Franco-Polish nlliance for the
aimple reason that he felt that direct agreements between
» nations “Hj'i much more 1likely to be effective than | T}I

nEgreements in vhich more than tvo netions were involved.,
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: Y This telegrom must BT
: UNDEg . . closely paraphrased be- Paris
| i -s%; fore,peing communicated From M_
%), %40 anyone, (§)] Dated March 29, 193 i
% :
e, 74 2 Pafp:

%, Vs

U

etary of State,

Yashington,

m)
590, March 29, 1 peme (SECTION FOUR) o
The Polish Ambassador saild that Dnlcdier had stated

to him thot hHe had received this morning from the British

*009L

Government a statement that the 3ritish Covernment waos -
fully prepared to conclude a defenslve alliance with Poland

and was fully prepared to go to war at once if Poland

Giv/2

3

should be attnckede, The Polish Ambrssador sald that he
had been unable to explore this guestion further 4
beccuse he hnd managed to slip into Dalrdier's office -:i
ot n moment when the entire French Coblnet was walting

in nn adjoining room and a member of the Cabinet had
intruded before he could get any more detalled informntion
on this point, Fe was under the impression, hewever,

that the British were at last prepared to take the

responsibilities in Ecnatern kurope vis n vis Poland n
Tﬁ

| : which they had taken in 'Jestern burope wla o vis France

s

nt the time of the Locarno Pact nnd had refused at

| that time to take vis o vis Polond,

RULLITT
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This telegrom must be
closely paraphrased be=
fore being commmicnted

to anyone. (D) _....Dated Mﬂrcﬁrﬂg, 1939

=t LA Uy,
f(f;' 2 Rectd J;Sﬁfp.m. "
| { g
Seercetary of State \ . :

lashingtone.

590, Morch 29, 1 peme (SECTION FIVE). :

He ndded he had stressed to Doladier another pgzgé
‘contained in his instructions., BReck in his letter had
expressed. the oninion that the conelusicn of an alliance
between Poland and Great Britain would not be regarded
by Germeny =~z a provocation and would not produce a
Germon attack on Foland, On the contrary he belleved
that the conclusion .of th; nnglo=Folish anlliance
would tend to deter Germany from moving against Polands
Begek expressed the opinionj however, thot an alllance
between Engl-ond and the Soviet Union at the present time
would be regarded by Hitler o= a provocatlon,

The FPolish Ambzsandor asnid thrt he hod discussed
with 9nladier the lineg which Delndier would taRe in his
speech of tonights Ye gave me the same Information
vith regard to this speech vhich wrs contalned in my

No. 588 of March 28, 5 p.m,
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

EG o FROM .
This message must be Paris
closegly ocaraphrased be-
fore being communicated
to anyone. (D)

Dated liarch 29, 1839
Ree'd 2:03 p.m.
Secretary of State,

"iashington.

590, i‘arch 29, L pem. (SECTION SIX)

The Polish Ambassador added that Bomnet had sald
to hiw that the French Government believed that France
and Crcat Britain should take no action wis a vis
Rumanis or the Soviet Union without the ccnsent and
advice of Poland. The Polish Ambasgador was delighted
by this statement as well as by the development of
Anglo-Polish relations. He finally maﬂs the extremely
optimistic statement that if nothing should occur to
prevenﬁ Beeck!s trip to London and the signature of an
Anglo=Polish alliance he bElleved that there would bEe
at least seventy chances In a hundred of preserving

peace in Europe. (END MESSACE)
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This telegram must be FROM :
closely paraphrased bee Paris

fore being communicated
to anyone, (D)

i _ _"Tﬁh_fsc'd 10133 a.me

1m§3““‘
H_."‘p :i” '":Ir‘:.l )

tary of Btate,
March 30, noon (SECTION ONE). '\-.._;”R___:_W_!:‘.LV
STRICTLY ONNPTDLWTIAT, FOR THE SECRETARY.

Dated March 30, 1839

I discussed the general situation with Bcnpst this
morning,

He gaid tﬁat he felt certalh that on Tuzadéy next
Beck in London would sign a treaty of mutual assistance
with Great Britain, He believed that there was not the
slightest chance thut the negotiations might faif. The
Foles qulte rightly were ﬁushing thE.British to define

clearly what in particular Poland might expect In case of

Germon attack and were also asking for financlal ald for:.

military purposts. HE belleved that the British would

make specific promisecs with regard to military ald and

would nlso grant financinl assistance to Polands.:
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i

EG FROM

This messaze must be Paris

closely paraphrascd DE= e

fore DeEing commnicated ~ Dated March 30, 1939

to anyone, (D)
Ree'd 10:30 a,m.

Secretary of State, TARY OF §708
e

AR 301939

__...--' <55

T

Washington,

595, liarch 30, noon.

Becle would not come to Paris gither before
or after visiting London. The “rench and Polish
Goverarents would announce, however, on Saturday
the dete in the neighborhood of the first of May
=ﬁ15n"i:ck rould visit Paris,.

Jennet sald that 1t wvas :xtrﬁcrdinarily
difficult Tor him to make up his =ind with regard
to the :rcsent attitude of Runaniej but he was
counelled to Lelieve that Jumania in the last
anelysis rould fight for its iﬁd:pﬁndzncz rather
chan gsubmit without fishting. He was sﬁplorin;
both the sugsestions of the-Twunian Ambassador.

(Sec iy telegrans Mo. 580, liarch 27, 8 DM, and

583, jarvea 27, 11 pavie}

~a
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EG
oM
This ressage must be sl Paris

closely paraphrased be-

fore bBEinr. cormunicated Dated March 30, 1939

to anyone. (D) _
Ree'd 10:45 a.m.

i
P -
F AN
Secretary of Etat:,é'f \
! 1015
(! ! v
“fashington. t\

595, l.urch 30, noon. (SECTION THREE)

It mizht be pné;iblc to extend later the
srall :OlishuFrcégg_trﬂdE agreemnent which would
bz sismed -in Paris in thﬁ coursec of the next few
days. He'vas exnloring in lioscow the poasibility
of obtzinins Soviet assistance for Rumania in case
of Gemian attack, He added that he would DE EXx~-
tremely careful not to discuss Soviet assistance
to Polznd sinece the Poles would resent any dis-
cussion of this sort by the Prench and Soviet
Governcnts at the present time. -

The British had reverted to the proposal he
had :wadg vhen he had gone to London, see my teEle-
gram 199, ilarch 25, 8 pe.m. Agreement would first
be made with Poland then if possible with Rumania
and tihe Soviet Union would then DE brought in if
possile after the conclusion of these two agr::-.
ments.

BULLITT
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EG FrOM

This message must bDE Paris

closely paraphrased De=-

fore being communicated Dated March 30, 1939

to anyone, (D)
REn‘d 11105 Aelle

i

Secretary of Stats,' {

\
Washington, 1&

| oAl
595, March 30, noons (SECTION FOUR)

Bonnet said that from all his Embassies and
Legations he had this morning the same sort of news
with regard to the reactlons of the people of Italy.
He gave me to read 2 telegram which he had just re=
ceived from the French Ambassador in Warsaw which re-
counted a conversation with Count Szembek, Under-
seoretary of Forelgn Affairs, who had just returned
from Rome., Count Szembek expressed the opinion that
hostility to Germany and faar of German domination of
Italy had become so great in almost all circles in
Italy, including the army, that 1t would be impossible

for Mussolini to get the Itallan people to make war on

‘q' g g "

France and 1indeed 1t might not be impossible to per-

suade Italy to make war on Germany.

L

Bonnet sald that reports he had recelved this -

morning from Francois Poncet, the French Ambassador
to the Quirnal, and Charles Roux, French Ambassador

to the Vatican, who had just talked with the pgpal
|

. Secretary




-2- #595, March 30, noon, (SECTION FOUR) from Paris

Seeretary of State Waglione, were of the same tenor

as the telegram from Warsaw which I had read.

BULLITT
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ML

This message must be clogedy, Faris

paraphrased before being i
commnicated to anyone. (D) Dated March 30, 1939

H 3 Rec?d 11:45 a.m,.
’_,;;ﬁ:iilﬁh*- I'F' .

Secretary of State WA _r”;qjg

Washington

595, llarch 30, noon. {EEGTIGH FIVE ),

Bonnet said that he felt that Daladier's speech
would “roduce a most ‘Excellent effect in Itnly and that
the conclusion of the British-Polish Treaty ?f Mutual
Aszistance would further strengthien the feeling ih Ttaly
against raking war on the side. of Hitler,

:01153 was confident that no event would intsrysnt

to prevent Beck!s trip to London., I am not so.suré,

The Polish Ambassador has just informed me thrt he

was in communication by telephone with Warsaw a Tew

minutes ago and thet the tension Hetween Berlin and Wapaaw a
is greater than ever; that ne pro:ress whatsoever has been

ot

made in the conversations betwecn Jerlin and Marpasary ane

that the Polish Government believecs it to be rossible
that Hitler will attack Poland tomorrow or Saturday
order to attempt to finish Poland before Beck can have

time ¢o mn a definite alliance with Great Britaing



TELEGRAM RECEIVED

~JR
This telegram must be
closely paraphrased bes FROM Paris
fore being communicated

to anyone, (D) Dated March 30, 1939
0 hREGTE 11250 a.m,
Secretary of State, -f Lis 1939 )
Washington, ﬂivf NoTED. ,Rf

ey

585, March 30, noon. (SECTION SIX)

I% is becoming increasingly evident that Hitler's .
annihllation of the independence of Czechoslovakla has
turned againat him the spirit of nationality of every
state in Europe, This spirit which has dominated Europe
since the French Revolution and was the fatal obstacle
to all attempts to organize Europe in a genuine lesgue of
peEacE, remains as strong today as it ever was, The
passion for Independence of the peoples of Europe is-
now aroused against Hitler; and in the end his
triumphal entry into the Hradascin at Praha may prove ‘to
be as fatal a victory as the triumphal entry of Napoleon
into the Kremlin at Moscow,

(ENDL MESSAGE).

BULLITT
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F3 :

This telegram must be
closely paraphrased DE=-
fore being communicated Dated March 31, 1939
to anyone, (D)

FROM Parls

Rec'd 10:55 a.m,.

Seeretary of State, : ! :m"“ﬂw
’ AN AFFAINS
Washington, { I MAR 31 1939.

604, March 31, 1 pym, Q&N‘murﬂmu

CANB'TRENMTLY - The Polish Ambassador informed me

this merning that while his Government was prepared for

a German attack at any moment there was less apnrehension

in Warsaw this morning than yesterday.

Beginning yesterday noon the Germans had gotten out
in all the political centers of ‘the world rumors to the
effrot that they intended to attack Poland at once, The
Polish Covernment believed that if it were really the
intention of the Germans to attack, theste rumors would
not have bcen started so industriously,

Thifcnm:luaion was drawn that Germany was not prepared
to strike at Poland at once and that the rumors were a

last minute attempt to stave off the conclusion of the

British-Polish allliance by making the British believe
: =2
b

i

enter into immediete war, e o

that they would beE signing merely their agreement to'

The Polish Ambassador added that his information
from London indicated that the conversations between
Great Britain and Poland were proceeding most satisfactorily

and




FS  2MNoy 604, March 31, 1 p.m. from Paris

ond Expressed the opinion that Great Britain would grant
Poland an immediate loan of ten million pounds,

Télzgrama reaching the French Foreign Office this
morning support the opinions of the Polish Ambassador
recorded above,

The report of Mussolini's speech of this morning -
has Just renched the Forelgn Office where it 1s regarded
as an indication that Mussolini feels that he must

adjourn realization of his ambitions,

C3B ' BULLITT
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This telegram must be FRom
0losely paraphraseq be- Paris

fore being communicated

to anyone, (D) Dated March 31, 1989

Ree'd 1 pom,

Seerctary of State,

Wnshingtoﬁ.

605, March 31, 1 Pem,

STRICTLY Gl IDENTIA .

I had a brief talk with Dalndier this morning, Hg
was most pleased by the reception of his speech throughout
the world. and was somewhat more optimistic with ;;gnrd to
the possibility of maintaining pence thon he has been
recently,

He snid that he Wwas Especlally dElightEd by the
strong and courageous stand that the Poles hagd taken
and ndded that he had DEEN wrong in his opinion sf Beck
"md I hnd been right. He feilt Certain now that the
Anglo=Polish agreement would g0 through ang that there
would be at least ong point or resistonee to GErmany

in Eastern Europe,

BULLITT
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This telegram must be . : ﬁh@h | I
closely paraphrased be- FROM’ARIS \\‘ ’ "fm
fore being comrmunicated e
to anyone. Dated April 4, 1939 f:
g | - DIVISION . . -
'!-mmmu m_ﬁfé_'d e R LT 'Iu *: &
AL b
Secretary of State
= AT W\SER ON Pz
l k) I
Washisz C D

552, April 4, § pe. m,

T SUORICTLY ‘Gt RS ' FOR T:E SECRETARY, .

T lunchied with Daladier and Paul Reynaud today.
Daladier had received news that Italian troops had
already landed in Albania, HE was upd:r the impression
that King Zog would not dare to resist and that Yugoslavia
would not dare help Albanig. -

He felt that if the Albanians should resist the
Yugoslavs might assist them with arms, munitions, and | X
ﬁvo;unteers" and that general European war might r:ault.l — -

Daladier went on to say that he was convinced that | 1) 8
Germany would begin a general European war about the
first of May of this year or shortly thereafter. He r*
said that he dld not hﬁli:v: that Hitler would walt un@il' ?J

@
1813

the British should have formed a coalition against him,

=

' German troops on the 20th of April that it would take
from \

!|

|
|
F
He thought that Hitler would hold his grand review of l
[
1
1




E-#ﬁﬁﬂ, E‘*I"ﬂm P&I‘Iﬂ,ﬂpl" '4’5piﬂl..

from ten days to two weeks to get those troopa in position fo_”

to strike and that Germany would strikzl before the 15th .

of May., e -had a considerable discussion of this predice

tion and Daladier remained firm in his conviction that

general European war would be loosed by the Germans. = — '

during the first half of May. 4
Daladier expressed the opinion that even though it

seemed certain that Poland would sign an alliance with

England during 3Seck's visit to London the Poles would

find one excuse or another to wriggle uui:, of their obliga-

tlon to fight on the side of France and England, I

emphatically disagree with this prediction,

(EWD SECTION ONE)
BULLITT
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This telegram must be

closely paraphrased be= From PARIS

fore being communieated

to anyone. (D) Dated April 4, 1939

Reeo'd 5:09 p, m,

Sgeretary of State,
Washington.

632, April 4, 5 pe me (SECTION TWO)

Daladier sald that in his opinion it was lamentable
that Creat Britain had not yet introduced conscription.
He felt that Chamberlain was far behind Rritish opinion
on this éubjzct. The burden which France would have to
bear in case war should bezin in a month would be
terrible. He belleved that it would be borng success-
fully; but there would be no real assistance from England
ExXcept on thEe sea,

Dnladler added that he was not at all sure that
Spain would not enter the war on the side of Germany and
ltalye Ilarshel Petaln had had a most cordial conversation
with Franco, and Franco had stated that in case of war
Spain would remain neutral. Franco, however, was
surrounded by Phalangistas who desired to bring Spain
into war agalnat Prance or at the very least to furnish
bases and suﬁﬁlita to Germany and Italy,

Danlndier




2-#632, From Paris,Apr.4,5p.M.
Sec, Two) - %
Daladier saild that he was not at all pleased by the
reception accorded to Marshal Petain and might recall
himy I do not believe that he will, '
fInci&zntally I asked Daladier if he would request
Petain to talk with the utmost frankness to Freeman
Matthews, First Secretary of this mission who will go to
Spain és Charge A'Affaires, He said that he would).
Daladier said that in case of war he would form a
Spanish legion from the Spanish refugees in France and
believed that he could gather at least 50,000 experienced
Spanish soldiers who would be glad to fight againat Italy.
In addition there were at least S0,000 Italians in France
who would be glad to fight against Italy in an Italian
leglons He would not send them to fight against Italy;
but wvould send them to the Spanish frontier of France.
Daladier said that in case of war he had no doubts
whatsoever about the ability of the French troops now in
Tunis to withstand any Italian attack,
(Z¥D OF HESSAGE)
cULLITT
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GRAY

Paris
L T Dated April 5, 1939
Rec'd 6:30 pe me

SEcretary of State, ' v
Washington,

RUSH _

646, iApril 5, 9 pe me

The Polish Ambassador has just telephoned to m£ that
BEGL and representatives of the British Government this
afternoon signed a treaty of alliance, and also an
economic and finanecial a.grz:mzljlt. He stated that the
Foles are completely .satisfied,

The Polish Lmbaasﬁdﬁr added that he had received
tonlight r:pdrtsthat Germany was preparing to attack
Poland on the 7th or 8th of this month while Beck was j
travelling through Germany to Pelandy He belleved that

- these reports emanated from the Geran propaganda

agencies acnd were designed to produce paniec in the world

markets; but he was not sure.

SULLITT
NPL
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This telegram must be—— -

closely paraphrased be=- PARIS

fore being communicated '

to anyonc. (br) FROM pated April 6, 1939

Rec'd 5:17 p. Me

Secretary of State,

Washington. ﬂl'ﬂllﬂl'l or
: wmrr-'

661, April 6, 7 pes m,.
ComTIENmT e nmlmlm oF ml;!‘b

The Lilitary Attache has been informed in confidence

at Lo ilinistry of War as follows:

gt e | N1 g

The Itallans are continuing to call reservists from
: 7 .
the classes of 1901 through 1914 and have today about

1,000,000 men under arms, Italian troops and heavy

O¥L/00° OFL

fortress cannon have .been moved recently towards the

L

o

French frontier-in the area lying back of Hintimills.

=
There are a 1urg: number of German staff officers im
?.i}

Italy and practically every large Italian militnry-g?1

from o division upwards has several German staff officers

L et

attached to it,

(E¥D SECTION ONE)
BULLITT
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

LMS ;

Thigtelegram must be FROM  pganig

closely paraphrased be-

fore belng communicated Dated Aprll 6, 19239

to anyone. (BR) :
Rec'd 5:30 p, m,

Secretary of State, DIVISION OF
EUROPEAN AFFAIRS

APR . 7 1939

g 661, April 6, 7 p. m. (SECTION TWOJ DEPARTMENT OF STATE

e AR

Washington,

g A large number of former Czech airplanes have recently
beer flcwn to Italy by German aviators and the avia-
tors are remaining in Italy with thelr plangs.. German

N Gestapo agents are now found everywhere in Italy, in

i ibf} EVEry town and village, |

' It is the opinion of the French military intelli- |

| gence officer with whom the Military Attache speoke

4 that Germany has determined to make war on Poland by
1\-}: i the end of thies month and in the meanwhile 1is doing
everything possible to strengthen the Italian armed
forces,
(END OF MESSAGE)
BULLITT
JRL:EMB
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This telegram must—be—
closely paraphrased be- Paris
fore being communicated
to. anyone, (br) FroM Dated April 8, 1939

Ree'd 3 pum,
Secretary of State,

‘iashington,

e e, gt

Rochat says that the Foreign Office was not % i
surprised ot announcement thot the 3panish Government :ad
hod cigned the Anti=Comintern Pact, This hed been f:gl
suspected and 1t was thought that announcement vould be Ef§|

made only vhen the other partners judged it would have

o ok

the most effect.

He insisted that there was good renson to believe
or at least hope th-t in gase of gener2l unr Spain
would remain neutral, (This might conceivably be

regerded as whisB®ling in the dark).

BULLITT
EMB : JRL
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JR
This telegram must be

closely paraphrased be= Paris

fore being communicated -

to anyone, (D) Dated April 8, 1939
Ree'd

szmi"ﬁ“_ bth,
@;ﬂ 21939

ARTMENT DF S1AP" J

Secretary of State,

Washington,

686, April 9, ION ONE).

STﬁICTLY cemrnTI.D FOR .THE SECRETARY.

.I talked with Bonnet bricefly tonight, He asked me
to inform my Government that "1t was five minutes before

twelve", There might be war at any moment,

-+

He eould not predict where the firat blow would be F
struck, PFPoland, Rumania, ¥Yugoslavia, Greece or the Frenah
and Eritish éoascssicns in North Africa mf{hr be the
gcene of the first attack, It was clear, however, that
Germany and Italy had decided to rush their attacks and
it was now merely a question of where and when genersal
war would begin.

{END SECTION ONE).

BULLLTT
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TELEGRAM REC AL D
JR ' MO :
This telegrom must be Poria.
clesely paraphrased be-
fore bedng communicated FROM Dated April 9, 1939
to anyone, (D) -
asm., 10th,
Secretary of State, j
bis.
! WUnshington, L
i
#
686, April 9, 10 p.m, (SECTION TWO), i
Today's consultetions between the French and British i
Governments as well os the meeting of the French éﬁ
3
Permanent Committee of Natlional Defense h~d been concernced NG
th E e

vith the question of. Albanla and / Italinn threat to o
Greeces The French and British had anticipated an Italian
a2tt~ck on Corfu and both the French and British
Admiralties hnd given orders to their fleets with o view
to ' meeting this eventuality,

He had Just heard from Rome that Cinno hod assured
Lord Perth that Italy would not cttempt to seize Corfu
nnd 'rould not attnck Greece,

In view of the assurances that Clano has given

™

Ferth during the past week this assurance reassures Perth

but no one In Paris, ?3_

I venture to suggest thot in your caleculations for Ei;

; the future you should not exclude the possibllity that E%:
: decay in resilstance to Germany and Italy among the smaller faf
states of Europe may continue and that England, France EL.

and Polend mey in the near future face war under dcsp:rnt1 M
) .
L . circumstances, (END MESSAGE).
: KLP; PEG BULLITT
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me this morning 'that the latest information of the

arn FrROM ROPE:
: 44930
RFP 1
This telegram must be aI‘th:r\ua "osia
elosely paraphrased be=
fore being communicated Dated April 14, 1939

to anyone, (D)
Rec'd 1:25 p.m,
Secretary of State

Washington

750, April 14, 3 pem,

CUIPIDENTIAL,
General Requin of the Superior War Council stated to

French |

General Staff with regard to German troop movements seemed

to indicate that the Germans did not intend to make any

attack on any nation within the next few days,

BULLITT
HTM:CSE
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This telegram must be - | Paris
closely paraphrased be-

fore being communicated  FromPatgd April 19, 1939
to afyone, (C) j

Rec'd 8:50 a.ms, 20th,
Secretary of State,

qoUTICAL BELAT,

inshington, Y 51 SUNN

RUS™,
784, April 19,
STRICTLY CINPIDENTTAT FOR THE SECRETARY.
Bonnet and Leger both saild to me this Evening
that they were engaged in thanking God that Stalin had
refused to make the publie statement with regard to Poland
and Rumania which the British GCovernment had asked him
to moke,s
Stalin had suggested instead that Great Britatin
and the Soviet Union and France and the Soviet Unlon = i _
should creneclude anccords for Immediante military supportli? E r
!

in ense of aggression similar to the pact recently

concluded between Greant Britoin and Poland,
Both Bonnet and Leger snid that they belleved such

pancts should be concluded at once nrovided the Sovicet

L_l;_:.,”

Unilon should indiente that it was ready te support

Rumanin In ense of Cerman nttaek, i”
Both Bommet and Leger said to me that they were "

doing everything possible to bring about the alliance oy

agninast CGermony between Foland and Rumanin before Hitler's &

Speech



R B e
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-2=#7T84, April 19, 11 p.m,, from Paris,

speech. They fearcd however that Beck would delay the
concluslon of this allisnce,

." (END SECTION ONE).

BULLITT
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This telegrcm must bg 1=

closely paraphrnsed bee Paris

fore being communicated

to ~nyone, (C) FrROM Dnted April 19, 1939

Ree'd 7340 n,m,, 20th,

Secretary of State,

“/anshington.

nUSH,

784, April 19, 11 peme (SECTION TV0),

I hnd a loni; talk with the Yugoslav iiinister
todoy who sald that his Government did not Expect
any irmedi:te Germon or Italinn attacke "e added that {
the ﬁnﬂitinn of Yugoslavin in any war woul? be determained
solely by the control of the Wedlterrnnean.,  If the British
and French should be nble to tripe out the Ttalian fleet
and control the liediterranean he would guarantee that his

country would be in var on the side of Fronce and Englend

wvithin sixty days. If on the other hand the Italians

should control the iiediterranean and it should be impossiblel
1]
for supplies from England, Fronce or the Soviet Union to

reach Yugoslavia 1t vould be impossible for Yugoslavia to

do anything but remain neutral,

BULLITT
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PAP TELEGRAM

This telegram must be
closely paraphrased
fore being communi
to anyone. (C)

ated April 19, 1939

c'd 9:45 ﬂ..m. fnp!‘il EG.

.y L DIVISION OF
[‘ EURDPEAN .i.FFMHS

\
,AFFI 24 19390) { >

EPART,

Secretary of State

784, April 19, 11 pem. (SECTION 1

I discussed the position of Yugoa
thls evening and he entirely ngreed with this diagnosis, He
andded, however, that the Rumanians felt that a German attﬁck
on them would not come by way of Hungary which at the
moment wos prepared to resist the tronsit of German troops
but would come by way of Yugoslavia which was in a state: of
such emotional uncertainty that there mlght be no resis-
tance to the passage of German troops,

Leger went on to say that he was certain that in spite
of German threats to Poland the only country which was
most mencced today by Germany was Rumania, The Germans had
thelr eyes on the Rumanian oil fields, If the Rumanians
hnd token 2 decislive anti-German linz Hitler already would
have attacked Rumania by one rnutz or another, King Carol
was playing on extremely clever game, He was being very
Polite to the Germans and had convinced them that they
might be able to obtain Rumania's support with Rumanials
consent, The reality was that the King knew perfectly well
that he was fighting for his own existence and the existence
of his dynasty and although he would be VEry polite to the

Germans so long as it was clearly understood he would never

. go
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PAP =2~ 784, April 19, 11 p.m. (SECTION THREE) from Paris §
go over to thelr side, (END MESSLCE)

BULLITT



.82g€ed in war because of nilitary assistance given to Peland

RFP TELEGRAM

This telegran rust be
¢clesely paraphrosed be=- :
fore being corrmnicated Dated .pril 29, 193

to anyone, (D) -4t )
. il Rece'd 1:48 p.ne p

Seeretary of State
Washington

850, April 29, 3 pem.

STRIOTLY: govrIncumy v "of ‘I!HE/'/SEGHE i

Bonnet shovied re thls morning the text of the. latest
propesal that he had made to the Soviet Unien,

The docuient consisted of three brief paragraphs the

first of whiech stated that if France should beceorie En=-

or Rumanla the Soviet Unicn vould support France imnmediately
wlth all her nllitary forces,

The second paragraph provided that if the Soviet Union
should become involved in war because of assistance Eiven to

Polond or Runania France weuld support the Soviet Union ire=

e .

il |

mediately with cll her nilitary forces, Ic L
| - b

. L
The third paragraph ccntained an agreenent that conver=

saticns should take place =t cnece for the purpose of con-

CeErting nensures teo rinke the nssistances Envisaged effectives=

in cther words, that there sheuld be Lomediate nilitary con= S8
: _ 2
versations between the general staffs of France and the p
e
Soviet Union, ’--." b

(END SECTION ONE)
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' TELEGRAM RECEIVED _ PA/.

RFP - EFu
This telegram must bE Paris

closely paraphrased be- FroMm
fore being cormmunicated

to anyone, (D)

Secretary of S t € gyropEA®
{3y n
Washington Mt 1189 @ !

DEPARTMEN! i <!
9, .pril “Pelle ISEGTIGH T10)

Dnted Jipril 29, 1939

Bonnet sonid that Surltz, the Soviet .mbassador had in-
formed him this morning that thls text would be Entirely ac=-
ceptablc to the -Scoviet Union provided thot Great Uritaoin
should agree to sipgn o zimll~r agreeient with the Soviet
Union,

I csked Bonnet why he had mentioned Pol:nd and Ruiicnlae
He eaid that he had done so because he wanted to make 1t
clear thrt the states envisaged vere Poland ~nd Rumania and
no cthers, .

‘He rdded that he hnd proposed an alternative text to
cover the same but omiﬁtlng the nanes of Pelrnd and Runania,
This text provided that 4f France should become involved in
war because of support glven to states in gastern Europe or
the Balkans the Soviet Uhlon vould come to the asgistance of
Franee; nnd mutatis rutandis that Prance would cone te the
nssistance of the Soviet Unicn, :

Bonnet sald that until this morning the British Governe
nent had refused to accept this French proposal and had cone-
tinued to inslist that the Soviet Uﬁion should moke a

unilateral
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RFP =2« #859, .pril 29, 3 p.m, (SECTION TWO) from Paris

unilateral declaration guaranteeing by name Poland and

Rumnonin, e

BULLITT
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This telegram must be '

closely paraphrased be=- PARIS . éE}J
fore being communicated From :

to anyone, (D) Dated April 29, 1939

Secretary of 8t
Washington

859, April [29pesRrmenmy S(SECTLON THREE )

I lunched wifh Sir Eric C. Phipps today who said
to me “hat this was-indeed the position of his Government
but that he had just recelved a long telegram tefore
luncheon on this subject. Only the first two sentences
of the telegram hod been decoded and he did not know
whether or not the British Government was now prepared
to accept the French proposal,

Incidentally, the British Ambassador informed me
that he felt that the British Government should and
would support Poland to the utmost in refusing any German
claim for Danzig or rondways across the Corridor. He
ndded that it was.obvious that if Great Britain should
not support Poland at this momenl Polish-resistance to
Germany might cdisintegrate and the entire edifice of
reslstance to Germany which was being built up might
crumble,

Incidentally,




2- #559, From Paris,Apr.29,3p,m. &
(Sec. Three) i

; Incidentally, the British Ambassador said to me
twice that he felt as did his Government that the.moat
effective measure which could be taken at the present
time to build up resistance to Germany and Italy would
bE an early change in our neutrality act.

(£1D" SECTION THREE)
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e
This telegram must be £fo f
closely paraphrased be- PARIS $
fore being communicated From '
to anyone. (D) Dated April 29, 1939

Rec'd 3:45 p, m,

Secretary of Stat

EUROPEA l
Ulashington, 119
. 193 i

859, April 2d, SFPEIMWY CSECTION FOUR)

L
o

Bornet said to me that he felt that no concessions

should be made to Germany at the present time but that
=

every effort siiould be made to push resistance to Germany %

e
e

would have 2n opportunity for a magnificent reply to Hitlere &

and added that he felt that with o week or so the President

Both Somnet and the British /umbassador and also the

Polish /mbassador expressed the opinion to me that

ey

Hitler's speech showed that he did not dare to make war

at the present time., They all felt that if resistance to I
Germany should be inecreased the disinelination of Germany |
to risli war would be increased also and that Hitler in }
the end would be compelled to negoticte on a reasonable

basis,

(Ei’lD" OF MESSAGE)
BULLITT
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EDA FrROM
This telegram must be

closely paraphrased

before being communi=-

cated to anyone (C)

PARIS

Dated May 1, 1939
Received 10252 a,m,
Bﬁoretary of State

Washington

BGE; May 1, 10 a.m,

G’“I MTAENMTAT

Thr following is from a reliable CzeEch sources
Recently groups of Haéi workers have been viasiting villages
in Bohewia and putting up posters in Czech eEnumerating the
blessinzs conferrsd upon the population by the protectorate,

In one village a mistake occurred: A ffw posters in

the Polish language were put up calling upon the people

to cooperate with the German troopa who were eEntering

Poland not as invaders but as friends and llberators, et
cetera, a short time later the mistake was discovered and
the posters hastily removed,

The Polish Ambassador sald to me this morning that
his latest information from Poland indicated that there
was a VEry real chance that Germany would provoke war with

Poland in the near futurce

=
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AC
This telegram must be
closely paraphrased be=
fore being communicated
to anyone, (D) Fro

Paris

- Dated May 6, 1939
Ree'd 11355 aem,

Secretary of State

Washington

897, May 6, 4 p.m,
STRICTLY COMPINEVDTTAL FOR THE SECRETARY,

L

Daladier sald to me today that the Papal Nuncio
had called on Bonnet yesterday and had sald to him that

e

the Pope had decided to summon immediately a peace

o

€1/00° o¥

_ -?.\-_"

conference to conslst of representatives of France,

Italy, Germany, Creat Britain; and Poland, As soon as
Bonnet had tranamitted thies information to him he,

Daladier had sent for the Papal Nuncio and had stated

to the Papal Nunclo that France would not participate
in any conference held under threat of German guns, HE
had added that such a conference would be Cforedoomed

to failure.

aeo

L.

END SECTION ONE. &
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED
AC BORVE G i, fq
This telegram must be Paris
closely paraphrased be- 3
fore being communicated. ppom Dated May 6, 1939
to anyone, (D)
Secretdary of State

/ Wahhington

897, May 6, 4 p.m. (SECTION TWO)

The Papal Nuncio had replied that he regretted to
inform hin, Dﬁladisr, that the Pope had already decided
to make an appeal for such a conference and that 1t was
too late to.chanze this project, Daladler sald that he
had answered that he regretted this; that France would
refuse to participate; and that he fEMS the Pope would
destroy by such action the immense influence in the
world which had beén obtalned for the church by the
last Pope since it would be clear to every one that the
Pope would be engaged merely in pulling Italian chestnuts

out of the fire and preparing a new Munich,
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED H
49 sk /af,
This telegram must be Paris [P
closely paraphrased be-
fore being communicdated From Dated May 6, 1939
to anyones (D)

-Secretary of State

Washington

- 897, May 6, 4 p.ms (SECTION THREE)

After some hours the Papal Nuncio had again seen
Bonnet and had Informed him that he had been mistaken,
The dzuia.‘.lcm of the Pope was not 1rrwonu7f:nlz and the
opinion of the French Government would “have great weight
in the Papal decision,

Daladier went on to say that he believed this action
of the Pope had been inspired by Mussolini whose posi-
tion was becoming more and more difficult due to. the
opposition-of the King, the Prince of Piedmont, Badog-
lio, Balbo and a large portion of the army, and a largec
section of the population of Italy., It might be possible
that Poland had inspired this move by the Pope but no
intimation to this effect had reached him,
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

AC '
This telegram must DE Paris _ /ff
closely paraphrased be=

fore being communicated Dated May &, 1939

to anyones (D) - FROM

AZI28 pame
\

Secoretary of Stabte m.i'Jﬂquq

ffﬂshingtﬂn . h{..-' TE\!

897, May 6, 4 p.ms (Section Four)

We discussed at great length the Russian position
and Daladier repeated to me the information that I
transmitted in my telegram Noe 893 of May 5 last night
to the effect that he had telephoned to Corbin and
given him orders to make the strongest reprcﬁénlations
possible to the British Government with a view to obtain=-
ing assent to the French proposals

In conclusion, he said that he would this afternoon
have instructions sent to the French Charge d'Affaires -

itn Moscow, Payart, in order to make certain that the

Soviet Government was stilllprcparzd to accept the French

proposals
(END SECTION FOUR)
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This message mist be Paris

closely paraphrascd-before prom

?:fhg communicated to anyone, Dated May 6, 1939
D " -

Secretary of State

“Washington

897, May 6, 4 pems (SECTION FIVE)

_ In this connection Daladier once agaln expressed his
distrust of Bonn:t'and said that he might replace him in
the immediate future by Champetier de Ribes, Minister of
Pensions, in whose integrity and loyalty he had complete
confidence,

In commenting on the gaparal situation Daladier said
that he had considered Beck'!s speech admirable and that
1f the Soviet Union could now be brought into the circuit
he believed there was a conslderable chance of preserving
peaceE, If on the other hand the Russians should @ ..<=
-Into complete isolation the sltuatlon would become tragle
and untenable.since all resistance to Hitler in gastern
Europe would collapsks
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11!L!3:luthl RECEIVED : /qa,

ML
This message must be
closely paraphrased before From Paris

being communicated to anyone, ;
(D) Dated Hay 6, 1939

Recld 12:53 pem.

szcrztary'of State

Yashingston

NOTEL .

, 897, iiay 6, 4 pems (SECTION SIX)

Daladier went on to say that this morning in minise
terial council befcore Lshrun1at the Elysees he had put
17413 qﬁEstiﬁn of Frcnch policy very flatly. Ile had stated
that the alternative poliecies for Frence today were the
following: (one) te withdraw behincd the laginot Line and
to diareszard all events to the east cf the Maginot Line,.
Such a policy wquld certainly purchase for France at least
a year of peacee The alternative policy was (two) to zo
to war at once.in case Hitler should attack Poland or any
other state in Eaaﬁcrn Europge This policy mi;ht bring
viar at once and if any one in the ecabinet should be cone
vinced that this »elicy, vhich was his cvm, wngnunuise;
and that Hitler, havinz avalloued the states of eastern
Europe would not turn againat France he wished he would
speak out imncdiately. He added that at this moment he
had looked pointedly at Lebrun, at Sonnet, and at Chaubcrinse

Ve




ML =2= Povis ilay 6, 1939 12:55 Delle ;fB97 Sece. B

No one raised his volce in favor of the poliey of
permitting Hitler to swallow the states of eastern Europe
and the Dalkanse
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This message must be
closely paraphrased be-
fore belng communicated
to anyone, (D)

Sccrétnr} of State,

ashington,

897, llay 6, 4 pem. (SECTION SEVEN).
The question of Italy w-~s ~lso discussed, Daladier

s

Fabe

atated that he had snild that, 1f =ny man in the cablinet
belleved that by giving kussolinl = free port in Djibouti
)

and a seat on the Suez Canal, and the 1896 statute in

£1/00°0vL

Tunis, Mussolinl could be persunded to scbandon the axis

L X
T Y

he wished he would speak out, Ne one spoke,

Daladier then said that he belleved th-t it was
never good policy to pay blackmall to o bondlt, He was
certain that hussolini in spite of minor concessions would
cling to the Arils and would demond further conecessions

specinlly with regoard to Tunis,
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This messaze must be Paris 2
closely paraphrased DEfore grom
?:%nchnmmunicnt:d to anyone, Dated May 6, 1939
D : -
Recld 12:40 p.m,

Secretary of State
Washington

897, liay 6, 4 peme (SECTION EIC
He therefore was opposed to making any concessions to
Mussolini at.the moment, He sald that the cabinet had
supported him unanimously in taking this position,

Daladier went on to say that he was convinced that
Mussolini was in serlious difficulties and that the reason
why so many »rominent German officers and members of the
German Covermment to say nothing of members of the Gestapo
were in Italy at the present moment was because of the
fear in Germany that Mussolinl might be set aside by the
opponents of the Axis poliey. (END G% MESSAGE)
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