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TELEGRAM RECF
F8

This telegram must be
closcly paraphrased bee i

fore being communiocated FrROM Dated June 16, 1939
to anyones (D)

: ; R:c'd 9230 a.m.
Secretary of Stat:, ; . DIVISION f
' HOFEAN Ablain:

|
|

1142, June.l6, 10 a.m. DEPARTMENT OF STATE |

Washington,

STRICTLY CONFIDCHTIAL,

I called on Bonnet yesterday aftermoon. Referring to
the negotiations with the Soviet Union he stated his DE=
11ef that they would come to a successful conclusion, He
sald that the British had gone so far in an effort to

meet the polnt of view of the Soviet Union (much farther

than anyone had expected they would go) that it was inh-

POLIIQ'!?L

concelvable thet agreement should fail, The only reason

A

for fallure would be a desire for failure 6n the part of

#
m
:
o
(TH I1d

Soviet Govermnment, and he would not admit that hypoth=

ot

As regards the request to subordinate the political
agrecment to the military agreement Boﬁna: said that the-
French Government would agrec to opeEn military conversa=-
tlons with lMoscow immediately after the conelusion of the

political agreement and he looks for noe aifficulties on
)

a4 AV LLNNALINGD



TELEGRAM RECEIVED FE 3
o .

This telegram must be :
closely paraphrascd be=- Paris

fore being communicated From ;-
te anyone, (D) Dated June 16, 1839 £

Rec'd 93125 a.m.

Secretary of State,

!
Washington,
L)
1142, June 16, 10 a.,m, (SECTION TWO).
He also professes to believe that the conversations
now taking place in Moscow will convinec the Soviet
Government that no rigid guarantee by the Soviet
Government is necessary so far as the Baltic states
are concerned since 1f there should in fact be a 2

German move against one of the Baltic states which
threatened the security of the Soviet Union, Britailn

-

and France would be at the side of the Soviet Unicne
I asked Bonnet whether in addition to the written
instructlons Streng had received oral and secret

lnstructions giving meore latitude, Bonnet said that

this was in fact 30 and that if the carly talks
in Moscow convinced the British thnt the Soviet Government

meant business the British would find a way of reaching

agreement wilth the Soviet Government, He ndded t hat
! -n.-i e s Avals -~ o - i ~ 1 b 't " i ‘f:‘l
L Ly i # , JAI3A L L3 » " L o
X
;
TR i I - e | = 1 = {' /
EX rrin ri YEEds an ral £ § e
col.vince hat EPEEMEN culd be reached, cnnet a
hat I ir '] ur i” -;..'!- i~ 1 1 u ll ict 51-
CSI T La3C




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

M AR -
%i‘!iu telegrom must be Paris
closely porcphrased bee Ehi
fore “eing communicrted MD:;tcd June 16, 1939
to anyone (D)
Ree'd 9:40 n.m.
3ecretory of 3tate,
Washington. . |
1142, June 16, 10 a.m, (SECTION THRET).
He hnd not yet heard whether the JipoimEdE Govirne .
1ent hod offleislly refused, ca the Joprnraeg 1oecol ;
A
~uthoritica hrd refugsed, the offer of thr Sritish :
Government to hove o three porty committes discusa 1'
the Japonese demond for the surrender of the four 3
Chinese,  FE expressed hias belief thot ¢ ncae oetion 4
ot Tientoin will be found to hove hed n elose relation=- r
shin with plona of the rcxla powers in SurcpE. .
ionne t atoted that he hoped intensely thot the
United States might find it posoible to exprecss on I
intereat in thilsa zltuctlon in auch nonner ra to impreas
the Jocponese with the ‘Pi;;i{: of goinpg too for. He at~ted ]
thot he wos. instructing 3cint Quentin to disewnsa the
matter with the Stote Deprrtnente He acid thot he hed
Juast been ndvised of strtements which President Rooacvelt
hod mmde to Jecon Zoy regording the necesocity of naslat- ‘

ing the Chinese by fincneicl and .otlEr supnort. Bonnet
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#1142, June 16, 10 c..me (3ec,.3) from Poris

acid.that he wis heartily iE}W*ﬁ#&:H}P thias but thrt

e

burden which France woas being caked to ecorry vwes

vErvhelning.

WILSON

=il

1
1




23 TELEGRAM RECEIVED

This telegram must be

closely pnrgg‘a;\:d be= Paris

fore being © icated FrROM
to anyone, (D) Dated June 16, 1939

Rec'd 10:20 ae.m,
Secretary of State,

Washingtone

1142, June 16, 10 a.ms (SECTION FOUR).

The French and the British have a terrible
responsibility in Europe and they alone cannot carry
the brunt of checking Japanesec aggression In the Fur
Eas:y If the vapancse arec to be checked the "nited
Stdates must play an important part therelrn,

Bonnet sald th 't he was working herd on ways and
means te satisiy the Pollish. request for finanecial
assistance from Fronce for armoments and raw unterials
in the amount of two blllion franes. ‘He-was in fovor

of furnishing crms and airplanes te Polond becuuse

nbility of Polnd ¢o resist Germany vas on essentlal
feceteor for European pefcEe But In addltien to the

Follsh request there were demands from Rumania, Greece

nnd Turkey for nrms 1d financinl 21d which would :brin
tl total ol v ! ne 3 g £l
11110 ncss Or I ' . rrific cost
French rearm-ment, r




-2= #1142, June 16, 10 a,m, (SECTION FOUR) from Paris.

Bonnet went on to say that if war should break
out 1t was clear that Japan would selze Indo China and
Singoporees It would be impossible for Britaein and
Fronce to send andequate forces to the Far East to

protcet thelr possesslons there,

WILSON

T




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

HM

This telegram must be ~ Paris

closely pargphrased be-

fare peing communicated FromDated June 16, 1830

to anyone (D)

1€c'd-10:10 a,m,

3ecrccary of State,

\feshington, '

1142, Junc 16, 10 -a,m, (SECTION FIVEZ),

1= was confident that ultimate vic

sory wenld be

with 3rlitain and F:rence and that they woazld ain
theins Far Eastern poasessions, ut. the encouraczement
whicli the Axis powera and Joapocn would receive from

the copture of these territories ot the wutset of the
war would be tremendoua. The only woy lie aow
veny thia taking place would be for the 1issd 3tntrea
to loom up s such o potentinlly dangerous factor
thet Japon would not Anre fttock Britoin cnd | ¢

in the Frcr Eaost,.
Bonnet soid thet he felt thot the Fer Srat and

Spain were the two erueifl peoints todoye. 43 rei:nrds

3pcin his information indicctes thrt Srrrnno

hcs o3 yet undertrken no commlitmenta for military

rllicnee with te Axls powera. Bonnet belirvrs thet
in the event of war Sprin would desirc to rermcin

neutrcl but he 13 not sure that Sprin vould in fret

be rnble

v,

ek ""5’.—"‘.III




=2= #1142, June 16, 10 a.m. (3ec.5) from Paris ;ﬁ
'

be oble to do so,

1 csked whether there were ony developments re- ;
garding Ven Zeeland's contemplnted trip to Spain, |
ﬁonncf scid that there were none nnd thot Van Zeeland r:'
hod been unable to obtain the.odsurances he hod sought
from the Spanish Government, i

L inquired whether progress is being meds in the { i
negotiaticns for ¢ politicnl rgreement with Poland. ]
sonrst seid thot 1t might be r matter of only two or !
three dnys before the ocgrcement was signed., He asnid
that he wished to mcke sure thot the terus of the
French agreement with Poland were exactly similar to
those of the British agreement with Polcnd acdding thot
the negotintions between Great Britain on® Polond were
prc reasing moat antisfanctorlly.

connet stoted that he dld not look for any aggresse
ive cct on Germeny's port in the immedicte future but
that he was certain that there would be a major erisis

before the summer wns out, (END MEISARE,

WILSON b

WWC
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TELEGRAM REUEI'VEIT
cJ

This telegmem must be PARIS
closely paraphrased be= FROM
fore being communicated Dated June 21, 1939

to anyone., (D)
ReEc'd 4:12 p.m,

3ecretary of State,

Washington.

1174, June 21, B p.m,

STRICTLY G =T Do

I had a talk with Leger ~ this afternoon. Referring
to the neEgotiations with the Soviet Government he said
that he believed agreement would be reached within a wee
or ten dayse. The aﬁly serious problem unscttled is

that concerning the Baltic statea, The Britlsh are now

rcst 82 N

preparced to go further than before to meet the Soviet
point of viewe Two or three alternative formulas have
been drawn-—up and one of these should prove acceptable
to the 3oviet Government, The discussions with Molotov
are being resumed today.

Leger said that from the beginning of the negotia=
tions the Soviet Government had been extremely distrustful
of the intentions of the British and French, The manner
in which the negotlatlons had been conducted had enhonced

their suspicions, (END OF 35ZTION QONE).

4ILS ON
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

CJ —_——

This telegram must Be PARIS

closely parephrascd bee
fore being communicated FROM pgtea June 21, 19039

to anyone, (D)
Rec'd 6:05 pem,

Secretary of State,

Washington, JUN |

TEE . i TE |

1174, June 21, 8 p..m. (SECTION {'no:‘i-. ;
The Soviet Government did not forget that they had had
& mutual assistance pact with the French ﬂﬁvernmsnt for
8 number of years; time and again the Soviet Government .
had attempted to begin staff talks in order that the ase
sistance might be rendered effective; the French Governe
ment had always refused, The French Government on the
other hand had carried on military conversations with a
number of other countries, e.g., Poland, Rumania, and

Yugoslavia and the Soviet Government of course had known

this, Frequently there had been opeEn criticism in France E}
of the Soviet pact and demands {rom politiccl groupa that E:,i
the pact be denounced, The Soviet Government consequently ;
had been d oubtful of the value which Franer Lttached to _;
the paect or of the extent to which Frionee might go 1in :
4

fulfilling its obligations under the pocte i-

When the present Anglo=Fprench negotintions with the !

Soviet Union had beEgun the British hod proposed not

tl"if:,t}'




'y

=2« #1174, June 21, 8 p,m,(3ECTION T™O0) from Paris

treaty of mutual assistance but only that in case Poland
or Rumania were attacked then the Soviet Unlon should
join with Britain and France in giving assistance to

Polond or Rumania,

WILSON

EMB:NPL




. failed to defend itself against Germny then the Soviet

TELEGRAM RECELIVED

cJ
This tel eg¥m must be F - PARIS
cloacly paraphrased be= sl
fore being communicated Dated June 21, 1939
to an;one, (D) : ;

f REc'd 5:56 pem.
3ecretary of State,

Waawiﬁgton. ' ;ﬂf

1174, June 21, 8 p.m, (SECTION THREE).
The lack of reclprocity in the proposal and the fear on

the part of the Soviet Union that if Poland or Rummmia

Union would be 1left nolone to bear the brunt of an attack
by Germany without receiving assistonce from Britain and
France, hed fonned the suspicions and resentment of the
Soviet Unione Leger said that it would be unjuat to

blame the British for their conduct of the negotiations,

The British Government had been obliged to go through E?_
an evolution in its political thinking, There had at E;_
one time been a danger that the British Government would E?i
become discouraged and drop the Sovirt negotiations, E}_
That danger fortunately was past,. :
LEger sald that at no‘timc had the Soviet Govern= -:

T

ment proposed that the mutual assistance nccord should
cover the For East, If the Soviet Government had desired
to obstruet the conclusion of an agreement they might well

have




2= #1174, Junn-él, 8 pem. (SECTION PHREE) from Paris i

have made such & proposfils ’

Leger soid that the gituction in the Far East was
extremely disquietings He had jﬁst received informetion
thot there was now little if any possibllity of the
'::ur_it.mh recching o loecal solution of the Tientsin irl'mi-_

dént with the Japonese, ( “ND SECTION THREE ).

WILSON




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

—_—

HRE
1= ]
This telegrom muast be From PARIS
closely paraphrased be=- o
fore being communicated Dated June 21, 1939

to anyone (D)
. Rec'd 6:12 p.m,

Secretary of State ; ———

Washington CIAOPEAN" AEFAIRS [ ?
JUN 2 ! 1

1174, June 21, 8 pem, (SECTION FOURY .. ..~ | -

' THe centrol Government in Tokyo doubtless desired a
locol solution but the aroy was in the saddle cnd determined
té forae ¢ settlement of far wider issues, The Japanese army
had bien vnoble for some time to make further heedwey in
cential and southern Chino ond in order to geln decisive
militery deciasiona in mo jority of arens it would be necessar)
to send there Japanese troops fron northern China, This the
Japanese did; not dore do for fear of thtrﬂovist Union. The
ainm of the Japaneae crry therefore was to breck down the
British policy of support for Chiang Krnl Shek, to moke

British policy subservient to Japanese policy in China and

-

thereby destroy the spirit of resiatonce of the Chineae,
of .
Leger sald that measures/econonic reprisal by the

w

BEpitish nlone or even in cooperntion with the French would ?-
not “force the Japanese Army to modify its policy. The Britlsl :4';
would elther have to reslist the Japansac‘which would mean %?=;
war in the For Ecaat or they would hove to submlt to the | F
Jopanese dennnds which would mean not only the destruction :
of _;




HRE 2~#1174 Fron Paris June 21, 8 p.n. (Scc 4)
-

of the rights of the western powers in China but would nlso
80 Encournge Hitler and Mussolini with the evidence of
Béiti:h weakness that they would at onece precipitate o
situation in Europe which would develop into war,
(END SECTION FOUR) y

WILSON
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

HRE 5

This telegrom must be From PARIS
closely paraphrased be-
fore being communicated Dated June 21, 1939

to cnyone (D)
Reel!d 6:17 pam,

Secretary of Stote

Washington

b{Lf

1174, June 21, 8 p.m. (SECTION FIVE)

Leger sald that there was juat one foetor whieh could
prevent the worat from happening. He did not wish whet he wan
going to soy to be conaidered cs o apecirl nlra or oa‘an
attempt to Influenece the United Stntea Government, The Frenel
Government believed it understood the position of the United
3tates Govermment and was trylng to be discreet ond not make
any suggestion vhich mlght prove embarrassing to the United
States, But his personzl view was that the only factor which
could influence the Japonese to ccﬁ:pt o local solution of
the Tientsin incldent would be the attitude of the United
Stotes Government. The Japonese army asserted thot the
United States Government regerded the Ticntain affoir zs of
no lnterest to 1t and thot nothingz was to be feared on thnt
score from the United 3tatea, If, however, the United 3tctea
Government informed the Japanest Government thot it woa in
foct interested in these developments in Chine this would
strengthen the hands of those members of the Japanese
Government who haove been arguing with the army that if they

persisted in their policy they would eventually run foul
: : of



[

HRE 2=#1174 From Paris June 21, 8 p.m. (Sec 5)

of the United Stotes,
(END 3ECTION FIVE)

WILLSOHN




TELEGRAM RECEILVED

—_—

HRE -
FrROM
This telegram must be PARIS

closely paraphrased be-
fore being communicated Dated June 21, 1939

to anyont (D) A TR
Rec'd ?:fﬁ"ﬁ.u.
Secretary of State :

Washington ! : i

1174, June 21, 8 p.m, (SECTION SIX) .

I inquired of Leger in this connection what he thought
of Secretary Eull's statement of Junc 19, Leger said that it
was e:cellsnt but it was a statement made only to the press
in Washinzton, Whether a statemsnt of this character would
nroduce an effect upon the Japanese Goverament was uncertain
but a similar statemcnt commmunicated throush diplomatic
channels to the Japanese Governmment would Le a different
matter, Leger repeated that he was not asiting anything or
assuming to suggest anything. He was convinced thot if war
should come in the For East the United States would be
drawn into it in defense of principles and rights which the
United 8tates hes always defended, Hias hope is that the
_”trtmzndaua influence of the Unlted States moy be exerted as
e preventive force to avert wor.

I remarked that I hnd hecrd thet the Sponiah
Ambaasador in Paris had conveyed yEsterdoy o reassuring
stotement to the French Covernment regerding the cttitude
of Spain in the event of c European wor, Lezer said thnt

all




HRE 2-#1174 From Paris Junc 21, 8 p.m. (Sec 6)

all that Lequerica had stated to Bonnet was that in the

event of war the Spenish Government would remain ncutral,

(END SECTION S1X)
WIL3ON

NPL:EME
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- PRLEGRAM RECEIVED =5

. FROM b
EDL4 “Uf
Thlas telegram must bre ¢ PARIS

closely paraphraaed
before belng communi- : Dated June 21, 1939
cated to anyone (D)

Recelved B:30 p.,m,
Secrctary cf State : f

Huﬂhin%ton

1i74, Juns 21, 8 p.m. (SECTION SEVEN),
Thiﬁ atatement after all was not so reassuring,
He belirved that the Snanish Government in fact would
1ot wiah €5 g0 to war, On the other hand it was =zvident that
Sparish neutrality would be a benevolent neutrality in
favor of Germany and Italy: Spanish ports and air
basEs would;fa placed at the disposal of Germany and

Italy. Lrgﬁr s8aid that the Fr:nch military and naval

o e Yy

OH/B (L°03S) BIL/19"1vL

EENEral stufrs frankly would prefer Spain as an enemy

.tnfﬁriﬁﬂ Extending the favors of benevolent neutrality

- o

:Ln~f§rnnnf and Italys If 3pain entered the war France

.;rl _fI{;in could destroy in short order the Spanish

ports and airfields and capture Spanish Morocco; a

so-called neutral Spaein would present a dangerous problem,
In this connection Leger said that he was concerned over the
number of troops Spain has sent to Spanish Moroccoj where

there used to be only 20 or 30,000 troops in Spanish

_OTL Terjuepguon

Morocco there are today over 90,000, The purpose of course,

is to srt up & threat to French security in North

Africa




EDA =2 = #1174, Junec 21, 2 pems from Paris Section seven

Africa preventing France in case of war from sending

(END OF MES3AGE).,
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Paris, June 24, 1939,

4573

SUBJECT: Possibilities of a Second Munich.

1

b L,
= 5
L - z .
8 = AR o
g JUL 101835
The Honorable ¥R, wel B~
The Secretary of State,
Washington, D. C.
8ir:

I have the impression that a second Munich,
this time at the expense of Poland, may be in the
making. The position of Daladier and the official
puiitinn of the French Govermnment remain, of course,
that France will support Poland if the latter re-
sists aggression against Polish vital-intaresta.
It is, furthermore, possible that Germany. will try
to settle the Danzig question with such a heavy
hand as to leave-no way open for the French and
British to attempt further "appeasement.” Never-
theless my impression grows that many of the

influences « «

089 /29°002L

dd




hﬂmﬁnn which were at work in France m England
last September are coming to life again, and have dee
termined that a trial of strength uith'ﬂirnlnr.:n.t
again be avoided, and that if necessary Danzig must
g0 the way the Sudetenland went,

Among the factors which contribute to the fore-
going impression are:

(1) The appearance of a sense of weariness over
the continued tension 1nfluropa. This comes out at
times in conversation with French people. Recently
inquiries were made of Daladier by members of parlim=
ment, who had received complaints from constituents,
as to how much longer reservists who had been called
to the colors would be kept on active duty. Daladier
has announced that he intends to liberate by Septem-
ber lst the reservists serving in the Maginot Line, and
by October lst other reservists, adding that if the
situation permitted he might advance these dates,

(2) One hears it said at times by French people
that France must not allow itself to be dragged into
war over Danzig. Such opinions were not expressed
a few wesks ago. There is criticism that Poland in-
tends to force France into war,

(3) A feeling, probahly widespread, that after
ell the present set-up of Danzig and the Corricor is
unsourd and not worth a war in order to pﬁrpatuﬁtu it,

(4) A deep-seated dislike and aistrust of Beck

in French governmental circles.

(5) + « .




(5) Pailure of the British and French Governments,
after weeks of discussion, to give any effective fi-
nancial assistance or to furnish arms to Polend. Fai-
lure of the British and French Governments to conclude
the definitive political accords with Poland,

(8) The possibility that the Anglo-French negotia=-
tions with the Soviet Union will fail. Failure to reach
agreement with the Soviet Union would give a further
argument to the "appeasers®™, namely, that France and
Britain cannot go to war for Poland unless the Soviet
Union comes in.

(7) Impossibility, in the case of war, of render-
ing effective nillt.aﬁr assistance to Poland. France
would be obliged alone to attempt to break through tha
Siegfried Line. It is doubtful whether the British
could get ships into the Baltic. Of course, in the
long run France and Britain would win - but would it
be worth i1t? (One hears such statements).

(8) Concern in France over the role which Spain
might play in case of a general wéT,

(9) The terrible cost of continuing rearmament
and the burden of financing the rearmament of Poland,
Rumania, Turkey, Greece, etc,

(10) Demoralizing effect of developments in the
Far East: weakening of British prestige; realization
that if war breaks out France's Far Eastern Empire
would, for the time beling at leest, be lost, If Bri-
tish fears over the Far East should limit British

aamsiatance . . .




assistance to Poland in case of war to economic mea=-
sures, wch as an attempted blockade of Germany, that
would stran.gthan th! "appeasers" in France.

(11) Persistence of the feeling in influential
circles that after all Fremce should abandon n-nt.ral
and eastern Europe to Germany, trusting that nﬂntually
Germany will come 1nt.n_annﬂiut- with the Soviet Union,
and that France cen remain secure behind. the Maginct
Line. This feeling went under cover on March 15th
last. It continues to exist, however.

Yours respectfully,

-~
&

Edwin C. ‘l’iilmn
Chardé 4'Affaires ad interim.

e

In triplicate.
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

A A 3o 0| UV Paris
This telegram must be -
nlosely-paraphrased before Dated June 28, 1939

FrOM

being communicated to

anyone, (D) 19:06 a,m,, 29th
} .
()

Seerebary of State

Washington

1217, June 28, midnight,

STRICTLY COwriutinaiss FOR THE SECRETARY.

T talked with Daledier this evening, He said that
he personally was convinced that Hivler intendzd to

Al Al Fae——r

makeAthls summer @) begin war by an attack on Danzig.
The information of the Frenech General Staff indicated
that Germany would have enough men mobilized to strike

at any time after July 15. Some of the reports indicated

2281/00°0Fr L

that the Germans would not strike until about August 15.
In any event he felt that some time between Juir.lﬁ and

August 15 a erisis of the graﬁsat sort was inevitable,

*038S

He added that he felt Hitler might fear to strike

if the negotiations of France and England with the

|
el

3oviet Union should be coneluded successfully before

July 15 and if the neutrality act in the United States o
—n r-

should be altered to permit shipments of arms, munitions

2
and implements of war and if the Germans should become ';
2

gib

sonvinogd that France and England were absolutely
determined to fight by the side of Poland, If any ont
of these three elements should be missing he thought thab
Hitler would risk wary

END SECTION ONE. : BULLITT




This telegram must be ’ : )
closelyparaphrased be=- .. Paris
fore haing-coﬂmunicrtad FROM : o} b
to anyonct. (D) & - Dated Jung. 28, 193¢

TELEGRAM RECEIVED

Ree'd 103137 aem. 29th.

 Secretary of State,

'..-'anhﬂ.r_\_gtcn.

1217, Jane. 28, midnight {SEGTw THO) & .
Daladi:r said thnt thE British were 16w falling
- OVEr -themselves to auczda_to-tuL Lu“ainn dumu“'c.: TG
texts for suhmfﬁﬁicn to thz Soviet Fovernment Had ocin ;
: prf?arcd fod;v. The first’ cortiir:i no specific mertlion
“of the Baltic auatea, the Hcthcrlarﬂ* Bngium and
: Ewitzzrland but would be anccmpanitu by 5 stcrct
AgrEEMENt cnvzring th;m. The second cﬂrnainsd d
complete apcsptaﬁaa of ‘the Russilan d;manus. .atrgng_it
Mnsccw'wpuld_ha instructed tonight ‘or tomorrow to
present these two texts to:the Soviet Government and
bo state thet.the British and Frerch preferred the
first text but were ready to accept the second 1f the
Russians sﬁnuld insist, .

I asked Daladier”lf he belleved that this would
conclude the negutiationﬁ or if.h: belleved the ]
Russians would insist on subjecting this politieal sccord
to the conclusion of a future military agrecment,- - He

'said that he had urged the British to take up the .question




-2= #1217, Junc 28, midnight (SECTION TWO) from Pariss

— "

of military ngfztmcnt with the Russians befiore taking

: | ] ;
up the matter of the political agreement but the British
had refused to do this, Hé-was by no-means certaln that

thi fussinns would surrender this demand and feared that

the ntgatiations might be drﬁgged'out-hiffinitclr.-

The proposal. of the British now was that military
converasatiens: should begin within a week after the
sipgnature of the polltical agreement,

BULLITT
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-'1' ttllgrm must hg : 3

x h'g:lir paraphrast RO 1 | ol

fore beipg communiocated :

Gl B B0 nnrnn:. (D) - FroMm Dmt:d Jhns EB, lEEQ

B ) ORI e e “Ree'd 9:55 a.m., egth
".aazcr:tnrr-ar Btnt:,.' e, “.ﬂ;“r? ;

u_“_m;__giashington._

BT

1217, June 28, midntght [SEGTIOH THREE]:.

He added that th: So?iﬁt Govzrnmznt had PEFE“tEle
.~.aaaur£d thz Frsnch and Eritish Gnvcrnncnts th:t it 32
': rna nnt ncgat:nting in eny wq; wi“h.*ﬂa GErman uovErWnEnt."
2 Exprﬂsszd doubt nrd Daladiar aald th‘. of amurzL hg .

':--knsw he cnuld not trust any Russian usnur1nczs but thqt
. ! i

'n:ithsr thz Fr:nch nnr ﬂritiﬂh Enhe aia nor s:ur:t : 
; o

: a:rvinzs had been able to, unaarth any. Information
v '_1ndicﬂting thﬂt tha 1&saiana WErE nzgoti ting with, rhs
1 Gzrmuna. ' e T
Dﬂlﬁdizr aanld thﬂt in nrdEr tn ronvinc: the Germing

M that the French sunport of Polnnd wns certain TE had
1) just'ordtr:d_dﬁ tanks and 4 ecrisiderable onantity of
hénvy artillery. shipned to Poland. 1In ecade Pplunl and
Germany should becomg involved in var itras nbaclutely
certnln.that Fronce would declare vusr on Germanye

Dnlndicr sald th“t.tha Spanish Goverrnment. wns
continuln to pefuse to pzrmit-tha refugkcs in Fronce

qF R to return - to Spnin. Recently, however, hg hnd iInformed

eV : s . : : LhE
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-2= #1217, June 28, midnight (SECTION THREE) from Poris,

the Spanish Government that he would no longer keep the
refugees in concentration camps but would attempt to
integrate them in the 1ife of France with the exception
of about 10,000 who had extremely bad records as

eriminnls or defectives of one sort or another.

BULLITT

TG

:-"'_"H..‘_




EG
This messoge must be Paris
clozely paraphrased be- '
fore being communicated Dated June 28, 1939
to anyone. (D)

Ree'd 10:40 ‘a,m,, 29th
Secretary of State,

Washington,

1217, June 28, midnight., = (SECTION FOUR). !

After this statement the Spanish Government had
indicated that 1f France would turn over to Spain the
gold of the Bank of Spain the Spanish Government would
receilve 50,000 refugees a monﬁh. He expected agreement
to be reached soon on the question of the refugees and
'the gold. Daladier said that Marechal Petain was cone
vinced that in case of war Spain would Temain neutral

T ? .
but would £Er525€35 g malevolent neutrality with ree

spect to France and Enzland and would zive bases and
supplies to Italian and German submarines, He went
on to say that he did not know how long it would be
possible for Germany and Italy to maintain submarines.
In the April 17 accord the French and British war plans
included an air attack on the Italion fleet and the
Italian co&st line by the French and British Plects.
(END SECTION FOUR).
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

s
glil.u Esll:grnm must be Poris

oscly pasaphrosed be= ; o
forg being commnicated FROM  Dated June 28,1930
to anyone, (D) -
Rec'd 9:49 a.,m. 29th
Secretary of 3tote,

Hnshingtm .

' 1217, June 28, midnight (SECTION FIVE).

He believed that if Germany and Poland should become
involved in war Itely would not strike ot once but would :
morch with Germony as soon a8 FrancE and England should :
decloare war on Germony. Dolodier scid that he felt the
improvement in the situntion ot Tientsin was due to the
fact thet the Japonese were cware that the Govermment of
the United Stotes was interested, It was obvious at the
moment thrt neither France nor Grect Britain could send
andequate armed forces to the Orient ond any restraint
the Japanese might show would be dependent entirely on
feor of eventunl action by the United 3tates,

In this connection Dalcdi |-:_r- soid that he L.ad scolded
Eonﬁr:t. for making the public stoctements cbout the United
Statea which had been attributed to him at Arcachon last
Sunday nnd thnt Bonnet had denmled thot he had ever moade
theoe atontements (see my telegram No. 1214, June 28,

O pems)s (END OF MES3AGE).

RR BULLITT
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This telegram must be

closely paraphrased be-
fore being communicated

Dated June 30, 1939
to anyone, (D)

Rec'd 1:40 p.m.
Secretary of State,
Washington,

o
JUL 5-1939

NOTED __

RUSH
>

1231, June 30, 8 pems (SECTION ONE):

STRICTLY (vi..-Z7777°L FOR THE SECRETARY.

Leger sald to me today in strict confidence that
about a week ago one of the most trusted agents of Hitler
end Ribbentrop had arrived in Paris ard had displayed
immense activity in getting in touwch with French poli-
ticians and journalists who were opposed to France support=
ing Poland,

During the past three or four days this man had been
saying to all the French with whom he had come ir-z contact
that Donzig would be annexed to Germony on July first.

The French Government was not sure whether he was moking
these remarks in order to stir up opposition to assistance
to Poland by France or was merely trying to create intense

nervousness or wns aspecking the truth,

WWC BULLITT
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ROW " PARIS

This telegram must be

closely paraphrased FROM June 30, 1939
before being ccermunicated g

to anyoneiy (D) Recde 1139 DeTls

RUSH

1231, June 30, 8 P.M, (3ection T.0)

In any event Daladier hnd decided last night that he
should be requested to return to Germany te reEfoin tREYE
and .that if he should-refuse he should be gxpelled fron
Fronces

Leger saléd that whille he 44d not believe that Germany
would attenpt n coup at Danzig tomorrow 1t wns certalinly
within the bounds of pessibillity that such n ecup would DE
1tt£ﬂpt5é.

The best informatien of the General Stoff continued te
tndicnte that Germany would not nove agalnst Poland until
the period between the fifteenth of July and the fifteenth
of August;

(END OF MESSAGE) .,
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" concluded successfully in the near future,

POLITICAL
‘ﬁ‘ Re
S wnoounw 72

< JUL 6 A939

MJB /

TELEGRAM REC et or SV
This telegram must be——— Parls
closely paraphrased befare
being communicated to . Dated June 30, 1939
anyone, (D) FROM :

Rec'rle 3:10 De M
. nﬁlsm n;ﬁ_,-'

Secretary of State, : ,,, nmfu

Washington, & W
o imr

1232, June 30, 8 pe. m,

STRICTIY G s «eicadls
Leger sald to me today that he s%1ll %elieved there
were eighty chances in a hundred that the negotiatlons

between the Soviet Union and France and England would be

He thought that the negotiations between the Soviet
Government and Germany had broken down during the past
WEEKS

The Soviet Government had indicated that it would

T TLA

not seriously consider the political agreement with France
and England being invalid until the conclusion of a sub=
sequent military ag:r-grm:nt. The formula which had now been
devised to cover the Baltic 3tates, the lietherlends,
Belgium and Switzerland involved no direct guorantee of
those states but only mutual assistonce between France,

England and the Soviet Unlon provided an cttack directed

[ Bialle PUYUO))

ngalnat



MJB - 2 = No,1232, Junc 30,8 pem, (Scc.One) from Paris

against any of the three should be begun by a merch
through one of the amoll states nomed,

' Leger said that relations between Poland and Fronoe
had again become extraordinarily unpleasant. At o -moment
when it was absolutely essential for the French Government

/s [ . ~ to kmow the exact thoughts of the Polish Government with
regerd to Danzig, the Polish Ambassador in Poris was so

I

nervous cnd irritable that it wos impossible to have any
reclly intimcote converaation with him,
(END SECTION ONE)
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e TELEGRAM RECEIVED

This telegram must

closely paraphrased before Paris

being communicated to

anyone (D) From Dated June 30, 1939

Rec'ds 3 p, m,

.. DivisIow OF
Secretary of State, PIROPEAN AFFAIRS 7

VWlashington, JUL 1 EBS ¢

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
1232' J‘IH'IE ZIU, B pi m.

He had insulted both Daladier and Bonnet so grossly that
Daladier weculd no longer see him and Eonnet could get
nothing out of him, 3imilarly Beck in Wartow had no ;
rslations of an intimate nature with the F:ench Ambassador,
As o rzsult.all the French Ministers from Caladier down
were relustant to do anything of a conerete nature for
Poland, He, Leger, believed that both France and Englre.nd
should give loans to Poland and send airploanes to Poland
ct once in order to convince the Germans thot Frénce cnd
Englcord were determined to support Polocnd if Poland should
become involved in wor with Germonye. The Polish Ambcasador -
wos Entirely right in his demands for such casistance; but
his mormer of presentition of his demonds was such thot
hs killed his own coae,

(END SECTION TVIO)

BULLITT
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This telegram must bE Paris

closely paraphrased

before being commnicated FROM  Dated June 30, 1939
to anyonge (D) I

Rec'ds 3118 peme

i el
] DIVISION Of
Secretary of State, FUROPEAN AFFAIRS i
- : L1 1939
Washington, ; 4
ﬂﬂﬂ“‘“ﬂi’tﬂﬂt

1232, June 30, 8 pe Me (SECTION THREE)

Leger said that a crlsls of the gravest naturr at

some time Lefore the fifteenth of August was in his opinilon

ingvitables Such a orisis might develop any daye The
news that the House of Representatives was about to pass
the Bloom proposals for alterations in the Neutrallty Act
had just reached him, The passagt of these changes un=
doubtedly would be a large factor in deterring Hitler
from making ware The conclusion of the alllanec with

the Soviet Unlon would be another such factor,

Leger said that he hoped that the Government of the
United States had made clear through diplomatic channels,
the interest of the United States in a peaceful and '
reasonable settlement of the Tientsin incident and the
opposition of the United States to the excluslon by
Japan of all foreign interests from China, HE added
that he felt that 1t was much €easier to prevent the
Japanese from taking action than to get them to reverse

action



MIB = 2 = WNoe 1232, June 30, 3 pemes from Paris (Sec, Three)

astion after i1t had once been taken, ThE moment the
question of "faceg" was involved the Japanese were apt
to becomeg immovable,

(END. SECTION THREE)

BULLITT

NPL

EMB



TELEGRAM RECEIVED

MJB s A

This tclegram must bE Paris

closely paraphrascd before FROM :
being communiceted to Dated June 30, 1839

anyones (D)
Rec'd. 3:25 p« Ma

R -
< DIVISION OF
' . < EUAOPEAN AFfams 4
Seeretary of State
- : JuL 1 1939

Washington. L
DEPARTMENT @F STATE ]
- .

1232, June 30, B pe me (SECTION FOUR) ;
Leger said that he would not be in the least surprised t
if the signature of the alllance between England,; Frunce,
and the Soviet Union should lead to the announcement thot
Spain had joined in the anti=-Comintern Pact. He had ?
reason to believe that the Spaniards had already committed Q

themselves to enter thé pact. He did not mow whe ther

they hod mcreiy made & VeErbal pruniaz'ﬁr whether they hod
initicled some document, In case of on outbreak of genrral
war in Europe he belicved thot Spaln would declare her
neutrality but thrnt Spcnish porta would be opeEned o3 bHLIE3
to the Germans ond Itanlicns, Under such ecircumstonces
France and England might hoave to take milltary rnction
agoinat Spain,

In discusasing the possibility thet Hitler might riak
wor Leger expressed the opinion that the Reichswehr waa
now inclined to have war fnr the peculiar reason that
the Reichswehr had become convinced that Hitler's

regime




MJB = 2 = No. 1232, June 30, 8 p.ms from Paris (Sec, Four)

regime was intolerable and desired to establish its

i
r
|

1ts authority in the country and throw out Hitler.

(END SECTION FOUR)
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This telegrBELEBGRAM RECEIVED

closely paraphrased before Parls -
being c ommunicated to—————
anyone (D) ; Dated June 30, 1939
From/ Rec'd, 3:25 p. Me
s it
prviston Of
FriEvey AN ATFAIRS

Sterctary of State, JuL 1 9
J e;EHhingtﬂn. | M""“l"‘ oF ‘Tl‘t l

1232, June 30, 8 ps m. (SECTION FIVE)
His own opinion was that in case of an early ouibreak of
war Jitler would soon be ousted by tlt Reichswehr which
viould then attempt to make peace. :This might seem to bE
highly specious reasoning but he was convinced that th@ a3
Relchswehr which had been ageinst war until recently was
now withdrawing its opposition to war, :

I have received a peculiar but authoritative blt.
of information about Hitler's present state of mind. To
n man that he is in the habit of receiving once or twice
a year, to ﬁhnm last May he expressed the absolute con- ”_}
viction thnf wor was not in his destiny, he said recently

thot now he reolized that war was in his destiny,.
(END OF MESSAGE)
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This te
' clnulrlwn RECEINID |
fore being communicated
to anyone, (br) Dated July 1, 1939

Rec'd 1:15 pem.

-

Seerctary of State,

VISION OF
ashington,. IRNPEAN AFFAIRS

JuL 5 1939

DEPARTMENT OF STA

i
1238, July 1, 2 peiiis

CC v s T TALs
Rochat said to us this morning that telegrams
dust received from '"‘arsaw ond Donzlg revenl no
particularly alarming developments, The Freénch
Ambassador to Poland arrived 1ln Parls yesterday on
leave of absence and reported that while the Polish
Government wos fully anlive to the danger of the sltuatlion
it hnd no reaszon to believe that a coup was lmminent,
The French Consul at Danzlg who is considered an
unusually able officer nlso folls to find any indleatlion

of on immedloate movEs .,

.

Rochat snid that the feverish atmosplEr gepf

expectation of immediante nction by Germany agglinst Danzig

haos certalnly not emanoted from the Quoi 4'Orsaoy,

{END SECTION ONE).




i TELEGRAM RECEIVED

This telegram must be
closely paraphrased be- Paris

fore beirE™communicated
to anyones (br) 4 FROM Dated July 1, 1939

Rec'd 12125 peme

Sgoretary of State,  pivision Of

EW"“' AFFRIRS
JuL 5 1939

Washington.

1238, July 1, 2 pem. (SECTION TWO). DEPARTMENT OF STATE

, nor could 1t DbE based upon reports recelved by the Qual,
Rochat sald that of course there was no reason for
optimism: militery preparations are taking place in
Denzig: o free corps 15 being formed there; artillery is
being tronsported to Danzig from Germany; 1t is in fact
possible that o coup may toke place tonlght or tomnrroﬁ

or o week or two weeks hencej the situation is being most
closely observed and all necessary plans have bEEN

made to deal with any developmentss but on the basls

of present information there is nothing specific to

point to ~n {mmediste German attempte (END MESSAGE) .
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

Ci 1—13e " DIVISION ur

‘?fﬂmﬂnn M‘fmu
This telegrom must bE
closely poroaphrosed be- AR r w

fore being communicated
to anyone (C) Q !g“ﬂ.‘“'!bﬁ

Reff'd 4 Pells
Seeretory of 3tote

Ylnahin,ton

1241, July 1, 4 p.ne (SECTION ONE)

1 talked at luncheon todoy with the British [nboascdor
ond Lord De. la Warr, British Miniater of Educctinn, who
arrived in Poris this morninge. Both anid in terms which
were convineing that if Gepmony by any nonguver whatever
should attenpt to take Doanzig and Polond should resiot,
Grect Britcin would. declere wor on Germony ot ONGCEs |

Both soid that the infornction of the British Govern=
ment fron Gerncny indicuted that Ribbentrop had convinced
Hitler thot England;and Fronce would not fight in uupport
of Poland, They both bellieved therefore thet it wos ru:::-n

L]
s

21 that Grent Britain oand Fronee by sone oot or nota
should place their deterrdnc tion to support Poland b:yong:l
doubt at oncee ThE British Goverment would zive o locn to
Poland for thia purpoac in the irmedinte future of approx=
imately 15,000,000 pounda.

They clsn had under consideration other necgures

which night possibly {nvolve the sending of certain French

and British rilitary forees to Polonde (END SECTION ONE)
BULLITT
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

C.f; =134
Toaln trlegron nust DE

glrazn aorcphrased be=

fere wriaz ccinanlieated

to onvyoneg {CJ GLEC -« f ]
DIVISION OF

EUROPEAN AFFamms *© REc'd 4:20 parie

Sreresanr gy ¥ StatE JUL i) '939

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Wosolnzhon

1241, Jvly 1, 4 pens (SECTION VIO )

{In this connection Leger said to ne yeoterdny thot
Doladier wished to send o amoll fleet of Frehch ond British
ships to Gydnia but thrt he, Leger, conslidered thet asuch
on ceot would provoke the sending of the German fleet to
Danzig in overwhelning forece and night precipltate irmed=
i;te war)s

De la Warr clso said that the Britlsh were consldering
gending British tronps to France for rmoneuvers. HE assured
me thot both Chamberlain and Halifox felt thot the only
chonee of saving peace was to econvince Gerrcny that eny
attack nn Polond would be followed by fnatont dectarctiong
of wer on Gerncny by Fronee and Englond. -8

i-..-
The British Ambassador soid that hila Gov:rnncné‘uﬂn-

tinued to believe that it night be possible to use Mussolini &
Pland

to restroin Hitler fron an attock on/if Fronce would noke
the concession to Italy which Clano hed suggested to

Fronecola




! Ch ==Q==124]1 from Poris Section 2..

Froncois Poncet (sec my telegron 1214 June 28, 9 pe.m,) A ,'

Indeed he could tell me confidentially that 1f the present E.f
Danzig crisis should be followed by a period of calm he
expected to receive immedicteé instructions fron his »_‘
Goverment to try to persunde the French to toke action ‘?:
in this sense. He expected, however, to find Daladier '1';?5

still adamant,
(END OF MESSLGE)
BULLITT )
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cJ ' e 1
This t:lfgrnn must be FrROM PARIS - i
closely paraphrased be=- I
fore being communicated Dated July 3, 1939 o

to anyone, (B)
" Rec'd 5:20 p.m.

=

Efar:tiiy of State,

DIVISION OF _
Washington, EURDPFAN AFFAIRS

JULS 1 B
1249, July 3, 9 p.m, (Sect Ede TN
MENT OF STATE
L ]

CORTT T =__AL

Both Leger and the British Ambassador said to me
this afternoon that the French and British Governments
had not yet received the Soviet reply to their latest
proposal, y

Leger said that the French secret service had estabe iﬁ
lished the fact that there were now ten thousand German
Ercahs in Danzigj; that they were equipped with all the 2
machine guns that they could use effectively and that they b
had er vndrtermined number of small cannon. The French
secre’ sEwviceE had also estcblished the fact thiat Hitler .; f
lasat Fridav hnd sent to Danzig o genernl who hod been in _ i

command at Keenigsberg and two civilinn functionaries from

- 4ty

Berlin cnd hod ziven Foerster - who was now virenolly
gouleiter o7 Povnig = o free hand to deeldr whzn he should

cttempt hip cowp Ciesats  [FHY OF TTOV CLE),
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED '

— gy

) cJ e
' This telegram must be  FrROM PARIS
| closely paraphrased be=-
' ‘ fore belng cormunicated Dated July 3, 1939

to anyonce (B )

Rec'd 5:05 pem.
. DIVISION OF
FIIROPEAN AFFAIRS '-'f

Secretary of L‘!rt:l.t:v;_:;II JUL5 1939

Washingtone DEPARTMENT OF STATE

r .1249, July 3, 9 pem. (SECTION TWO). %
Last Saturday Foerster hed decided that owing to the
determined attitude of the Polish, French and British
_Govsrnmmt.a it would be undesirable to atrilkkte at once,

The project was merely adjourned but not by any o

strike and it might come at any time but in the opinion of

!
l
I means abandoned, Foerater would choose the moment to

the French secret service the most probable moment was :"
. at some time between the fifteenth of July and the fif=- 4
} teerth of August,
Onladier said to me this afternoon thnt he was so
[ apprehensive that Hitler might strike m:xﬁ .snturd.ny or : "‘ i
| Sunday that he would not leave town for the weekend, Ine '
deed he felt his presence in Paris every day for the ree-

-,

mainder of the summer would be absolutely eassential,

DULLITT
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

CJd b

This tel:gram rm.st be FROM FAR' S

¢loaely paravirssed be=

feor being cammunicated Trted Julr 3, 1939

to anyones (B)
. REc'd 5:4% peing

Secrctery of State, DIVISION oF
: FURNPEAN AFFaIRS
Vashington, / JUL 5 1939
DEPA A
1249, July 3, 9 p.m. (SECTION THREES- RTMENT OF sTaTE

In commenting on the general situation Leger said
that he felt that Germany would continue to increase the
tension at Danzig and that the only chance of stopping
war was to make it obvious that Frence, Poland, Engls:nd
and the Soviet Unlion were preparged to fizht at once.

Hc addrd that he felt Hitler had received consideeable
encouwrugement by the action of the House of LREpresEntatives
in forbidding the export of arms and ammunition,

He stated finally that in his opinion if Hitler should
feel that it would be too dangerous for him to strike ot |
Danzig, he would mcke o move ogainet Yugoslavia, Tre
French genercl staff hoad absolute information that Mitler's
plana for thc conquest of Rumcnia now involved rnot on
advcnes cerosss Hungoary Wit on advance across Yugoslaviaa

EAD 05 /5’//'1? JiAGe
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JR

This telegram must be 5
closely paraphrased he- aris

fore belng communicated to JUL 71939
ANYONE, D) Dated July 5, 1939

Ree'd 10141 a.m,

Seoeretary of State,

“lashington,

1253, July 5, 1 pem.
STRICTLY C... sveuacAl,

I talked with Daladier this morning. He had Just

SGL/19° vl

5
conferred with Elun on the subject of the lacest %
Soviet reply to the French and Brltish., He asaid that . 2
Blum agreed with him that the Soviet Unlon's latest
proposal was totally lnacceptable hecauae the Soﬁict )
Union had repented to the French and British the ,_: E ‘.'.,
definition of aggression which haod been cortained in ' .
the Soviet Unlon's note to Estonla, reported in my
Nos 1071 of June 5, 7 peme

Dalndier went on to say that the Soviet Union's
demand amounted to this: 1f there should be a change of
Govermment or -ny other event displensing te the Soviet !
Union in any ontc of the Banltie States the Soviet Union
should have carte blanche in advance to invade any one B

i,

of those stotes with the full support of France and

Py

England, He would never agree to such a demand,

Daladler

!
i




2= #1253, July 5, 1 pem., from Paris.

Daladier added that although he had no specific

{nformation with regard to negotlations between the

Germans and the Russians he feared that they might be
ettt Ay J

= _ =
(END SECTION ONE).
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(‘Then I was in Jashington rec ; Powmd—that our y
. Govermment was far better informed on thls subject “n
; et d Y -

r' : than the french or (#& govermments, I should be greatly

' | obliged if you could glve me any information you have !’:

with regard to the negotlcatlions between Germany and the ‘4'

7" ;."J Soviet Union which have taken ploce since the return

3 ] of Count ‘Sehuiznhzr'g the German Ambnssndor to Moscow). i

r Daladier went on to say that he wos pessimistic -
}i about the possibllity of preserving peace, He was (N
} certain that Hitler would not stop his efforts to get !
I' g Danzig unless he should bE confronted by an absolute _-.":

AU0e" e
g ! determination of England, France and the Sovigt Union

to fight at once in case the Polgs should take up arms

[ in defense of t helr vitnl interests,
In addition the action of the House of Representa=
tives with regard to the Neutrality Act had encournged
Hitler to believe that Prance and England would recelive

no arms and ammunition from the United States,
BULLITT
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Secretary of State

Washington

1253, July é, 1 pem, (SECTION THREE)

It was clear that if Franceg, England and Poland
should comg into war with Germany and Italy == and the
Soviet Union should remain neutral == ond the United
Stotes should refuse to supply arms and ammunition, the
proapects of victory for France and England would be
much worse than in 1914, Indeed the prospects indlecated
that France and England would ﬁE defeated.

In 1914 Germany with the support of Austria Hungory
had stood against England, France and Russia with the
later assistonce of Italys At the present time Germany
had all that part of Austria=Hungary which was a source
offi strength and in addition had Itcly and might have
Japan; France and England might not have Russia,.

Under the circumstances the fight for England,
Prance and Polond would be o despernte one, Nevertheless
1t would be made, If the Poles should fight == and they
would == France and England would fight at once.

Heg felt that Hitler would certainly declde to make

war




EDA = 2 = #1283, July 5, 1 pems from Paris Sgction three

war unless the Soviet Union should agree in the immee
diate future to an alliancg with France and England and
unless our neutral act should be changed to permit the
export of arms and munitions, .

(END OF MESSAGE)e

BULLITT




TELEGRAM RECEIVED /

cJ
5 This telegram must be PARIS
[ closely paraphrased be=FROM
| fore being communicated Dated July 7, 1939

:E to anyonge (D)
4 Nyonke Rec'd 4:12 peme

ey | — T
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\ Washington,

A 1270, July 7, 7 peme L 1D 1939

| = ENT OF STATE
| Leger confirmed Bonnet's statements to me with regard

= =

ETRIGTLY Lo ins b iy —;iIl‘

f to the orders sent to the French and British ambassadors
in Moscow but added that he feared greatly that the
Russians had about decided that it would be to thelr
advantage to remain neutral in any conflict between ¥
Germany, France, and England, He therefore felt less — F_
optimistic than at any time about o successful conclu= t

i sion of the negotintions,

With regard to the Italian position Leger sald that

Ciano a numbeEr of times recently had stated to Francolae

Poncet that he would 1like to make concrete proposals 1

\ to the French Government for the improvement of relas
tiona between the Italian and French Governments and
that he would talk to his father=in=law about the quea=
tion, He had never yet said anything concrete to
Franaoii-PnncEt; and 1t was his, Leger's, conviction

that Mussolini was just as determined as ever to bring
r

Ttaly




-l #12?0' J“lr '?' 7 Pellay from Paris

gy —

Italy into war on the side of Germany in case Germany
should attack Poland, In view of this fact 1t did not
h matter what might be the Italian opinion, Italy would

iy =

marche

Leger added that he and Daladier were aware that if
| _the negotiations with the Soviet Government should be
' concluded successfully the British intended to press the
French to make concessions to Italye. Daladicr had

decided to refusc.
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1s afternocon Daladier sald to me that yesterday's

conversations in ‘oscow had produced no resuls vhatSOEVETs
The Russians were still demanding the signaturc

of the military accord 31mu1taq:musly with thi pollitical,

Discussions of & militery accord might last Tfor monthss

TR TLA

In addition the Rusnisns were still demanding that
1f there should be eny change in a government in any
one of the Ba;tic States which they should consider might
favor an aggressor ageinst the Soviet Unlon, France and
England would give immediate milltary suppert to the -
Soviet. Union in attacking the Baltic Stote. Daladler
added that he would never accept such a proposal ond
sald that he was thinking seriously of ordering the French
Ambassador in Voscow to say to Molotov that he belleved
further conversations at the pr;scnt time WeEre uUseless,

(END SECTION ONE).
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Secretary of State,
Washington,

1322, July 18, 6 p. m. (SECTION TWO)

He went on to say that he considered the British had
conducted thelr negotiations with the Russians i~ the
stupidest mannes possible and that he belicved che Britigh
in spite of the Pussians' obvious unwillingness to
conclude an accced would wish to continue the negotiationas.

Daladiry stated that in his own opinion the Russians
desired to string out the negotiations until after war
should have begun. The basic pollicy of the Russians was
to involve themselves as little as possible in war in
Europe so that after England, France, Poland, Germany and

Italy had torn each other thoroughly to pleces the

Russians might advance and conquer all Europe in the interest b

of Bolshevism,
Finally Daladier said that he did not believe it would

be possible to get the Russians to sign any accord unless

they should again become afraid that the Soviet Unlon might

be attacked by Germany with the support of Poland. At the
present




REB TELEGRAM RECEIVED
This telegram must be

closely parpgphrased be= PARIS
fore being communicated From
to anyone. (D) Dated July 18, 1939

Ree'd 1:40 pe ms.

Sgeretary of State,
Washington.

1322, July 18, 6 p. m. {?éGTIGH TWO)

He went on to say that he considered the British had
conducted their negotiations with the Russians 1~ the
stupidest mannes possible and that he belicved che Brltish
in spite of the Russians' obvious unwillingness to
conclude an accced would wish to continue the negotiations.

DﬁlﬂdLFPr;tﬂtEd that in his own opinion the Russlans
desired to string out the negotlations until after war
should have begun. The basic pollcy of the Russians was
to involve themselves as 1ittle as possible in war in
Europe so that after England, France, Poland, Germany and

Italy had torn each other thoroughly to pileces the

Russians might advance and conquer all Europe in the interest

of Bolshevism.
Finally Daladier said that he did not believe it would
be posalble to get the Russians to sign any accord unless

they should again become afrald that the Soviet Unilon might

be attacked by Germany with the support of Poland. At the
present

L .
S




2-2-#1322, From Paris, July 18,6p.m,
{E:ﬂ. T'Cl]

present moment he did not sece how even a bluff in this

direction could be made since it would require too great

a reversal of publié opinion.,
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Segcretary of State,

Washington,

1322, July 18, 6 p, m, (SECTION THREE)

Daladier said that the French Government was still
without accurate and intimate information as to the
intentions of the Polish Government, He said that the L
Germans were cogtinuing-to slip men, machine guns,
and cannon into and that the Polish Government had
not given the French Government any exact indication
as to the moment when it would oppose such actions
with force,

There was officinl information to the effect that
Hitler's next move would be to have the Danzig Senate
gelect him president of the Senate, He would then de-
clare Danzig attached to the Reich in his person and
would leave the Polish free port in Danzig intact for
the moment and would demand from the Poles merely the
construction of an automobile ro;d across the Corridor.
He would then turn to the world and say, "Do you wish
to devastate Europe because of the question of an

automobile roadt" It was obvious that if Hitler .

should




LMS 2-No. 1322, July 18, 6 p. m., 3EC. 3, from Parid

should do this there would be considerable differences
of opinion in France and England as to the desirabllity

of making war,

BULLITT
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Secretary of State,

Washington,

1322, July 18, 6 p.m, (SECTION FOUR). ;

Daladier sald that his information from the Far East
indicated that the Jeapanese British nrgotiations were
going as badly a3 possible. There secmed Lo be not the
slightest chance of a liquidation of the Tientsin incident
and he believed tlat Great Britain wauld bc obliged to
evacuate the Tientsin concession and that Japan would
seize one after another all the ports of China,

With regard to Spain Daladier said that he was some=-
what more hopeful., The deciasion of the French Government
to return the Spanish gold which decision had been communie
cated to the Spanish Government had improved considerably
relations between the two countries, The Spanish had pro-
mised to take back the refugees; but this question was not
of great importance in his opinion, He had infommed the
Spanish Government that on the firat of September he
would close the refugee camps and he hond no doubt thot the
Spaniards now in those campa could be nb;orbed successfully

into the economy of Fronce,

BULLITT
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1322, July 18, 6 p.m. (SECTION FIVE).

Daladier said that the British Ambasssdor had called
on him to say that he had been ordered by ris governnent
to urge him ia the strongeat poasihlz terms to make cone
cessions to ltaly. The British Government felt that since
it seemed unlikely that agreement could be reached soon
with the Russians it was essential to detach Italy from
Germany, Daladier commented that if he believed there were
EVENn a tw:ﬁty per cent chance of detaching Italy from
Germany by making concessions with regerd to Djibouti,
the railrond to Adis Ababa, the Suez Cannl Board and the
maintenance of the statute of 1896 in Tunis, he would make
such concessiona. He wos completely convineced however that
the Italicns would merely crow loudly and would interpret
such concessions by France at the present time as a sign
of weakness and as an indication that France hnd no intene-

tion of supporting Poland in the matter of Danzig,

BULLITT
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Washin :ton.

1322, July 18, 6 pem, (SECTION SIX).

He had therefore told Phipps that France would make
nn.cnnceaaimnn whatsoever to Italy at the pr:ﬁznt time
and had sugzested ironically that if Great Britain de-
sired to mﬁllify Italy, Great Britain might give Egypt
to ftalg. Daladi:r;said that Phipps had ergued with him
at great length and had said to him that Chamberlain had
done many things in response to Daledier's requests among
them he hod named the decision of the British Government
not to have elections next October, Daladier said that
he had replied that he had made no such request and had
added that he did not care whether the British held eleo=
tions next week or not, Incidentally Daladier asked me to
say to any one who might ask me tpnt there was not the
slightest possibility that France would make concessions
to Italy at the present time, ,

I asked Daledier if any arrests of prominent Frenchmen
would follow the arrests of Poirier of FIGARO and Aubin of

LE TEMPS, He sald that unfortunately the seoret servioe
had




| __=2= #Y322, July 18, 6 p.m,(SECTION SIX) From Paris

had been unable to unearth any other persons of prominence
who had received money rﬁr propaganda from Germany cnd
he did not anticipate any sensational developments in this

ca8Ee (END MESSAGE) /

BULLITT.
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Washingtong

1360, July 24, 3 p.m. (SECTION ONE)

cAuD T,

Leger said to me this morning that the prospects for the
conclusion of the agreement between Great Britein, France
and the Soviet Union had improved, The Russians had stated
that they now felt that the conclusion of an acecord would
be easy and had undertaken to prepare a formula which would
meet the French and British objections to thelr definition
of indirect aggression., On the other hand the French and
British had ogreed that the validity of the political ancondr
should be subject ° to the future signature of a military |
accords

T asked Leger if this would not mean-endless military
negotiations before ‘the political accord would be bindinge
He replied that it had taken only four days to work out
a military accord with Turkey end he saw no reason why it
should talke more than a week to work out a military accord
with the Soviet Union - provided the Russians were acting

in




2= #1360, July 24, 3 p.me (SECTION ONE) from Paris

in good faith and really deaired to come to an agreement,
Both the'French and British Ambassadors in Moscow had the
impression at the moment that the Russians genuinely dee
sired to reach agreement, He was, therefore, more opti=

mistic than he had been for some time, (END SECTION ONE)

BULLITT
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Leger sald that he expected Hitler tb continue his
pressure -on Poland with increasing intensity in the hope
that elther the Polish, the British or the french would
give way before a threat of imminent war, Nelther the
Polish, French nor British would give way and Hitler

*/ would then have to choose whether or not he should start
a general conflagration.

If he ahoﬁld decide agalnst provoking war with
Poland he might turn ageinst either Hungary*)r Yugosalavia,
If he should decide to turn against Hungary he would
attempt to throw out the Teleki Government by support

gziven to the Nazi elements in Hungary and #o force on

o .., Hungery a govermnment which would do Germany's bidding and
place Rumania in the position of having Germany virtually
on the Transylvaniaon frontler,

On the other hand Hitler and Mussolini might agree

e e o e ot o Sy

' to attaok Yugoslavia with a view to obtaining a clear

£ .10

Wy

fhu?(rnnd for Germany to the Rumanian oll fields and o olear
!

‘road for Italy to Salonicas
4 In




2= #1360, July 24, 3 pems (SECTION T0) from Paris,

In cnse of an attack on Yugoslavia nelther France

nor England wos obliged to give military support to

Yugoslavia. The question would have to bE decided at
the lost minute and might gasily lead to 2 gENEral warse

(END MESSACE).
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1368, July 25, 5 pems (SECTION ONE).

Secretary of State,
Washington.

Bonnet shoved me this afternoon his latest telegram
from Moscow in vhich the French Ambassador quoted
Molotov as saying that he considered the political accord
between the Soviet Union, France and Englond now pra&t;:l.-
eally achieved,

Molotov believed that the difference of opinion on
the subject of indirect aggression was & MErE question of
nuance which could easily be worked out, He believed theres
fore that the military conversations between France,
England and the Soviet Union should be commenced at once
so that both the military and political accords might be
signed in the very near future, Bonnet said that he was
convinced that this meant that the Russians really dEw
sired to come to an agreement,

(END SECTION ONE).

BULLITT
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Sgcretary of State,
ﬁanhingtun.

1368, July 25, 5 p. M. (SECTION TWO)
i} The French Government had alrgady selected General -
Lirrideie :
Pewme=n to go to Moscow to negotiate the military accord.
The British Govermment was having some difficulty in finding
a gEnNEral w.ao was sufficiently familiar with sﬁch mattera
to be entrusted with such a mission but he hoped the
British Government would find one within a few days.
Bonnet said that the Craigle-Arita agreement in his
opinion was as mild as couid have been expected under the
circumstances. Obviously there Were 8o many WEUJEL
words in it that it would DbE int:rpf:t:d in a different
manner in Tokyo and in Londonj but it was clear that so
long as the United §tates should maintain a reserved
attitude with regard to responsibilities in the Far East
neither England nor France could do anything but make
whatever concesslons neceasary to prevent Japanese attack.
In commenting on the British-Polish financial

negotiation




2=-#1368, From Paris, July 25,5p.m,
v {Stﬁi T'Q} I

negotiation Bonnet said he hoped a final agreement would be

reached today or tomorrow,.

BULLITT
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Secretary of State,

Washington,
/

1368, July 25, 5 pems (SECTION THREE).

He still brlieved that Hitler would begin to intensify
his pressure on Poland before the fifteenth of Llugunt
and that a serious crisis would begir to develop at about
that o"s.-tz. His reports from Spain were most satlsfactorye
Ciano had rEquested militﬁr:r cooperation of various sorts -
from Franvo including the use of Spanish ports and aire
plene bases in case of war. Franco hod replied thot he
was most grateful for Italy's assistance during the civil
war but that the present condition of Spaln would not enable
him to cooperate with Italy in any other flelds than thosE
of cermercial end cultural relations, Cilano specifically
had asked for the use of Port Mahon on the 1sland of
Minorca in GIEIE of war and Franco had categorically refusede

Bonnet added that his information as to this ch‘FE‘rsn-'.
tion was absolute, He felt therefore that in case of war
there was o strong argument that the neutrality of Spain
would be genuine rather than a mere cloak to conceal help
to Ttaly and Germany. (END MESSAGE)

BULLITT
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