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Washington. |

"\

1382, July 26, 8 p.m. (SECTION ONE)
STRICTLY Cu.looliisoiT..

It has occurred to me that you might be interested
in a summary of the views of Daladier, the members of his
Cabinet and the General Staff on the geEneral situation as
the critical month of August approaches :

In their opinion the decision as to whether or not

there shall be war rests entirely with Hitler, His cone =
trol over the actions of the Nazis at Danzig is absolute =

and he has reduced Mussolini to the status of "Gauleiter"
of Italy.

It 1s believed that Hitler has not yet made up his
mind definitely whether or not to strike. Tt is thought
that he is at last convinced that if Poland should fight

on the Danzig issue both France and England immediately

would declare war on Germany.
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED
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This message must be FROM Paris

closely paraphrased be-

fore being communicated Dated July 26, 1939

.} to anyones (D) %
. Rec'd 9150 a.m,.,July 27

Secretary of State,
Washington,

1382, July 26, 8 p.m. (SECTION TWO).

The French General Staff has received a report
considered trustworthy of a conversation between Hitler,
Keitel and Brauschitch in the course of which Kcltel ex-
presszd the opinion that Germany and Italy could win a

war against France, England and Poland but Brauschitch

expressed grave doubts as to the outcome of such a war,

% 7 Both Keitel and Brauschitch are said to have expressed

1 the opinion to Hitler that if the Soviet Union should 4
engege 1ts military forces from the beginning in such a

A war Germany and Italy would be defeated.

At the moment the negotiations in Moscow have taken
a turn for the better. General Georges, Chief of the
General Staff, told me last night that in addition to
General Doumene the General Staff probably would order
General Hunt;ig:r to proceed to Moscow as soon as the
military agreement with Turkey should have been signed.
He added that he expected the signature of the agreement

wlth
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=2« #1382, July 26, 8 p.m., (SECTION TWO) from Paris

with Turkey within two or three days. He asserted that
the Turks had engaged themselves not only to take actlon
in the Mediterranean notably against the thirty thousand
Italian troops in the Dodecanese in uoop:rat!.'nn with
fleets but also to mobilize against Bulgaria if

necessary to keep Bulgaria quiete.

BULLITT




: TELEGRAM RECEIVED
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L This message must be — Parils
closkly paraphrased be=-

fore being communicated

Dated July 26, 1939
to anyone., (D) FROM

REQ.d 9:20 &.m-,Jul:f 27
Secretary of State,

Washington.

1382, July 26, 8 pem. (SECTION THREE).

In the opinion of the General Staff the Turks
would not have gone this far unless they had had
authoritative information from Moscow that the Soviet
| Union would sign the proposed pact with France and
. England. In the opinion of the General Staff the
successful conclusion of the negotiations with Russlia
dﬁring the next two weeks would create such a coalition
4 of forces that Hitler would hesitate to risk war,

. In this connection the Chief of the General Staff
expressed the opinion to me that French and British
military airplane production per month was now almost
gqual to German and Italian production and added that

; plane for plane the French and Britlsh production was
of superior quality.

It is a fact that British and French productién of
military planes this month will reach dlmost one thousand =
of which the British will produce somewhat more than

i seven hundred and the French somewhat less than three
' hundred.
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This message mm"ﬁm mw

closely paraphrased DE=___

fore bting commnicated Dated July 26, 1939

to anyong, (D)

FrRoM Rec'd 9:59 a.m,,July 27

S8egcretary of State,

Washington,

1382, July 26, B pems (SECTION FOU

The Chief of the General Staff also
that owing to financinl gEconomic difficultles
Mussolini recently had released on furlough for work
at home 400,000 of the troops that he had mobilized -
leaving mobilized in Italy 1,100,000 men.

The information from Spain that Franco refused not
only Clano's request for a base in Minorca but also re-
quesats for the use of other Spanish ports and azé&plnnz
bases is token as an indication that in the event of
war Spain will remain neutral,

The atatement of British policy vis a vls Japan
made by Chamberlain is considered merely an attempt to
delay an evil day, Both Daladier and Bonnet have sald
to me in the past few days that they believe that France
and England must sacrifice all thelr possessions in the
Far East, if necessary, in order to maintaln the concen=
. traticn of their forces in Europe. They say this will
be done in the hope that after the conclusion of a

successful war in Europe ssd positions loast to Japan

in the Far East g regained,
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This message must be Paris
closely paraphrased be- FRrROM :
fore being communicated Dated July

to anyone. (D)
- Rec'd 10:12 a.m,,July 27

Secretary of State,
Washingten,

1382, July 26, 8 p.m., (SECTION FIVE).
There 1s no expectation that the Craigic-Arita
agreement will lead to anything exeept a brief delay

7 L

followed by protests by the Japanese and accusations

that the British are acting in bad faith,

The information of the French General Staff

9

14,2

indicates that Hitler has now established in Danszig

Y o~

20,000 SS and SA-troopers; that these men have a

plentiful supply of machine guns and a few undefined
calliber cannon but no big guns,.

General imnnidz on returning from Poland reported
to the French General Staff that he considered that the

Poles were behaving with an altogether remarkable ree

™y
il

straint, The French General Staff belleves that this

&
ot
1s due to the fact that the Poles desire to delay the it
Danzlg crisis as long as possible dur to the fact that ;'
EVEry day of summer which paasscs diminishes the period i
in which Germany's mechanized equipment ean be used _*‘

effectively against Poland since after October 15 the

condition



-2= #1382, July 26, 8 p.m, (SECTION FIVE) from Paris

condition of Polish roads and terrain becomes pro=
gressively worse for mechanized equipment of all sorts.

The -same Interpretation has been given me by the Polish

Ambasgador here.
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I to anyone., (D) FROMp. tea July 26, 1939

Rec'd 10:11 a.m,, 27ths

oy

Secretary of State,
ashington,

1382, July 26, 8 pem. (SECTION SIX).,

The French Counselor of Embasay in Poland who
has just returned to Paris has reported to his Govermnment

that the Poles will overlook as many small incidents

as possible and will not protest merely '% recelve
recbuffs; -but when someg important incident occcurs which
interferes with the rights of Poland in the free port
of Danzig or the customs control or the railroad the
Poles will act==-and confront the Germans either with
the necessity of recolling from use of force or making
: war,
Since the Poles desire to delay this moment as long
as possible and sinte, according to the information of
$ the French General Staff, the German mechanized divisions
have not yet been sent from their bases to the Polish
frontlers, 1t 1s belleved by the General Staff that
unless somt unforesgen|incident should ocecur there will
bE no extremely serious crisis during the next two weeks,
/
BULLITT
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T?ﬁu telegram must be
closely paraphrascd be- FromParls
for'te being communicated
to anyone, (D) Dated July 26, 1939

Rec'd 10:20 a.m,, 27th,
Secretary. of State, '

Vlashington,

1382, July 26, 8 pymy (SECTION SEVEN),

It 1s however, the general bellef not only of
Daladler and the Cebinet but also of the General Staff
that Hitler will not allow the iluremberg Congress whioh
1s scheduled to take place e€arly in September to be
held without making some sort of a major effort to annex
Danzlg to the Relch, It i1s believed that he will begin
to bulld up a crisis before August 15,

If the agreement between France and England and the
Soviet Unlon should go through as now seems possible
it 1s thought that Hitler, at the last minute being
convinced that ncti;n with regard to Danzig would produce
general war, might refrain from such action and attempt
to find a compensation by joint action with Italy againat
Yugoslavia or by an attempt to overthrow the present
Government in Hungary and replace it by a government

which would do his bldding,
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This telegram must b
¢losely paraphrased be- Paris

fore being communicated
to anyone, . (D) FROMDated July 26, .1939

Rec'd 10:15 asm., 27th, =,

i . Seeretary of State, DIVISION OF
-

‘.'Iashingtnn. FraN. AFFaimg

leaders of the Yugoslav army would decide to fight
if attacked, It is thought that Herthy and Teleki

. will oppose to the end German domina:ion of Hungary

|
e and that Germany will not find 1t Easy to dislodge

them, J

The determination of France to stand by Poland is
absolute, No one 1n this country wants war but EVErY
ont is entirely ready for it,

In brief the belief here is that Hitler ney or
may not declde to make war thls summer but that if
he does he will be defeated,

(END OF MESSAGE),
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. This telegram must be ———

! closely paraphrased bee PARIS

: fore being communicated DEPARTHENT of S1are
i to anyones (D) o FROMpatea Uiy o1,

Secretary of étatz,

M WEl 12 :
‘\H‘- ¥ ks ] - i1
Washlingtone Ay 1§ B ._._{_\&&;\i.
Y 74 tvialo! :

o= | TAN EASTERN AFFAIRS

1414, July 31, 4 pe ms
STRICTLY Cumrliewiind PGR THE EECRET&RTﬂ

\ Vepartment of _IM:/,,

-I agsked Leger this afternoon if the French “overnment

now intended to go ahead with its projected loan to the
Chineae Govermment. Leger replied that thc papers with
regard to this loan were up and awailting signature but
that the French Government would not sign the agreement
unless the British Government should take parallel action
and loan additional funds to China,

I pointed out that whereas the British Government
and the Government of the United States had assisted
the Chinese Government the French Government had as yet
done nothing.

Leger replied that the present situation in the Far
East was governed by new conditions, Both the French
and British Governments had decided to withdraw from
EVEry position and possessjon that they held in the Far
East 1f necessary to avoid war with Japan, In view of the

situation




2=#1414,From Paris,July 31,4pm

situation in Europe they could not take any other attitude
unless they could count on the active support of the
United étatss in the Far East. Their attitude would
depend on the degree of cooperation and collaboration
that the British Government might be able to establish
with the Government of the United States,

(END SZCTION ONE)
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Thia'iiltgrlm must DbE

closely paraphrased be= PARIS
fore being communicated FROM
to anyone, (D) Dated July 31, 1939

Reec'd 1:50 pe me

Secretary of State,
Washington,

1414, July 31, 4 pe m. (SECTION TWO)

-

.}:;:i*;“‘ : .-.: .. _..

He added that while our denunciatien of the trade

treaty with Japan had produced a most wholesome and
admirable effeet he regretted that this action had not
occurred before the Arita-Craigle agreement as the

British might have taken a stronger position.
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I then asked Leger if he had heard any rumors that
the British might be inclined to close the Burma Road to
shipments for China. Leger replied that he knew that
the Japaneseg were asking this and he thought the British

might be disposed to make this concession to the Japanese.

I then asked him if shipments through Indo=China
were belng continued as heretofore. He replied that they
WEre being continued. I asked 1f they would be
continued in the future even though Great Britain
should forbid passage of supplies to the Chinese
Government via the Burma Road., He answered that in that
cnse the French Government would be oblipged to follow the
lead of the British Government and ferbid shipmenta of

military




(Secs Two)

military supplies by way of Indo-China,

_Bzg:r madg it entirely clear that the French Governe
ment would follow the lead of the British Government in
respect of policy in the Far East,

(END MESSAGC)
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REB TELEGRAM RECEIVED
This telegrdm must be

¢losely paraphrased be=- . ' PARIS
fore being communicated
to anyone. (C) From. Dated July 31, 1939

Rec'd 1:35 Des Me

Secretary of State, . ;
i - L i r
: Washington. \‘ FURNEE AN AFFai
A 1 t@)&
1415, July 31, 5 p. m, :

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

STRICTLY CCLIiZIXNTTAL,

LEger said to me this afternoon that no progress
hod been ma“e in Moscow yesterday with regard to agreement
on a cfinition of "indirect aggression", It would not be
possible, therefore, for Chamberlalin to maks any VeEry
definite statement in the House of Commons.

The French and British negotiators for the milltary
agreement would not reach Moscow for anotncr eight or
ten days; It would, therefore, be impossible to expect
any binding agreement with the Soviet Union before the

latter part of Auguat., Leger added that neither the

- Prench nor the Britlish representatlives in Moscow had any

doubt that an agreement finally would be concluded.

In spite of the delay in the Moscow negotliations
Leger expressed the opinion that both Hitler and
Mussolini had become most hesitant to begin the war for
which they had so carefully prepared.

(END SECTION ONE)
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VM —  Paris
This messaze must be
closely paraphrased be= Dated July 31, 1939
fore being communicated FRrROM
to anyones (C) Ree'd 3:02 peme

ke Stat G g
Secretary ?f‘ ate -\ Lowision of

Washington. . } : [URDFLAN AFFa

. Y.
1415, July 31, 5 pe.m. 1] ntnmll[u!nru"r_i

{SECTION TWO).,

It was obvious to both Hitler and Mussolinl that
France and England would filght and were well prepared to
fight. It was obvlious also that Poland would Ffight;
that the Soviet Ynion probably would support Poland; that
Japan in view of the attitude taken by the United States
could not beg counted on to attack the Soviet Union or the
British and French possessiona In the Far East; and that
Franco would give no military help to Italy and Germany.
Hitler and Mussolinl were therefore in the positlon of
horses that wanted to jump & fence but were afraild to
jump because it seemed too high.

He thought that Hitler'as continuéd concentrrntion of
troops in Danzlg and other activiti:h in Danzig might
bring on war for the simple reason that one of these acts
finaf&y would be the straw that would break the camel's
-back of Poland's patiences Any act which should infringe
on Poland's rights with regard to the Westerplatte, the
port, the cuatoms, or the rallroad might constitute a last
straw,
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VM =2« 1415, July 31, 5 pem,, from Paris,

Ir'ﬁitlzr should continue to encourage the present
Nazi activities in Danzig a moment would come therefore
when the Poles would be obliged to act., The Polish
Government would not talk but would order troops to enter
Danzige The German troops in Danzig would resist and it
would be almost impoassible for Hitler not to support
them by making war on Poland == which would automatically
produce a general European conflict,

(END OF MES3AGE)
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This telegram must be -

closely paraphrased be- Paris
fore being nunmunlclt:d

.. to anyone, (D) FROMted August 3, 1939

Ree'd 2130 peme

Secretary’of State,

a o PIANON. O :
. Ehil_"'_gt':_’ﬁ- . ¥ ; @kumlr'lﬂ AFFAIRS -

: AUG 419
1429, ‘August.3, 4 pems x}/”“‘ ’%I;Ii“

. NTOF 514l
STRICTLY G..ssicsliale sl A

The Polish Ambassador sald to me today that He hod

. Just received a personal letter from Eeck in which the

latter Expraaszﬁ thl-opininn thet Hitler would go on
1 incident
the MPazi lcadsra in Danzig to crEDfE incident dfter/

until it should be necessary for theg Polish Govermnment
to take netions - . The-Pollsh Ambagsador ndded that such
ucthﬁ vould be In the form o; an ultimaitws to the
Government: of Danzigs

He 5aid that Beck took the:most serious view of thi
threat of the Danzlg authoritles to open the custﬁmu
frnntisr betwEEn Dn hZid and East pruu”i... Foland -vrould
not permlt this economic attachment of  Danz 1: to the
Relch, If the Danzig authorities should attempt to nbelish
Polish customs control on this frontier Foland would be -
obligtd to take dction. | |

(END SECTION ONE)
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ML
Thls message must be closely Paris

paraphrased before bein comg,

municated to anyone, lfI.‘S ROMpatea August 3, 1939

Recl!d 2:55 p.m.

'-—I-F"I- R e L

Secretary of State DIVISION
WA EURUPEAN A
Washington oL Fiais
UEPARTMENT 11 -

1429, August 3, 4 p.m. (SECTION TWO)

‘The Polish Ambassador sald that Beck believed that an
intense crisis with regard to Danzig might be provoked by
Germany on either the 6th, 12th or 15th of this month. Beck
had stated in his letter that he thought that Hitler would
have to go before the Nuremberg Congress early in September
eEither with Danzig as a part of Germany or with the statement
that since Danzig was certain in the long run to return
GErmany 1; was not necessary for Germany to precipitate war
Nnow,

Beek thought that Hitler had not YEt definitely made up
his mind to provoke war but he felt certain Hitler had decide
€d to bring matters to the edge of war in the hope that
either Poland, France or England would recoil and give him
another diplomatic victory,

BULLITT
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REB

This telegram must be

closely paraphrased be- FROM PARIS
fore being communicated
to anyone. (D) Dated August 3, 1939
 Rec'd 3:15 p, m,
Secretary of State, ! ;ﬁ‘““"
b\

Washington,

licFAR -t

1429, August 3, 4 p. m. (SECTION THREE)
A story was prevalent in London last night to the
effect that Germany had proposed to Great Britain a
conference So.be composed of Germany, Italy, France,
England and Poland to settle the question of Danzig.
The Polish Ambassador stated to me that his colleague in
London had telephoned him last night with regard to
this story. He added that Poland would not accept such
a conference. The Polish Government is ready toc discuas
with Germany alterations in the status of Danzig on
the basls that Danzig should remain independent and that
its independepce should be guaranteed by Germany ggh Zoeol

L

S Polish Government therefore would be glad

to have a conversation on this hﬁsls with thit Ggrman
Government but would not permit the Danzig question to
become the subject of a general conference in which Italy,
France, and England should participate,

From
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2-#1429, PFrom Paris, Aug.a.iplhl
SECe Th"l)

From London also, through circles close to Lord
Beaverbrook, stories are rgaching Paris that at the last
moment Chamberlain will let down Poland, Whatever may
be the position of the British Government there is no
doubt whatsoever of the position of the French Government,

BULLITT
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REB

This telegram must be

closely paraphrased bee PARIS

fore being communicated FROM

to anyone. (D) Dated August 3, 1939

Rec'd 3:25 pe me

DIVISION
@ wrort g
Wio o el L™

1429, August 3, 4 p, m.  (SECTION FOUR)
| DEPARTMENT U
About a month ago Bonnet addressed .a-detter—to

Ribbentrop reminding him that when he had visited Paris

Secretary of State,.

Washington.

last December he had stated that the German Government
accgptzﬁ as entirely natural the Franco=Polish alliance.
Bonnet's letter went on to remind Ribbentrop that this
alllance would take effect immediately and Franece would
support Poland with force in case of a change  in the status
of Danzig produced by direct or indirect German activities,
About two weeks and a half ago Bonnet received a
Ewelve page reply from Ribbentrop couched in the most
violent language in which Ribbentrop denied that he had
EVET g#ﬂf é ;fﬁigﬁﬁgi stated that if France should support
Poland's position with regard to Danzig, France would be
responsible for the war which would ensue and predicted
that suech 2 war would result in the complete demolition of

the French army and the French state,

BULLITT
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

REB

This telegram must be '

closely paraphrased be- PARIS

fore being communicated FROM

to anyont. (D) Dated August 3, 1939

Ree'd 5:27 pe Ma

Secretary of State, _ e e

“|'I,"I 0N Ol
wﬂ.ahiﬂgt—t}n. :.'t_‘.j"-('_l:":ﬁ"\. AN,
1429, August 3, 4 p. m. (SECTION FIVE) . .oveii o <iod

Recently Bonnet replied most politely rEiEEraﬁIﬁé,

however, the complete determination of France to fight

in case Poland should become involved In war with Germany
| ovEr any matter concerning Danzig.
: The geEneral &mprsssion hEPEIPEmalnﬂ tiiat Hitler has
not yet decided definitely whether or not to provoke war
-but that he will provoke a erisis of the most ;Erioua
ﬁaturﬂ in the course of this mnnthl-- probably about
August 15 == and that by the repetition of small acts
against Polish interests in Danzig he may push Europe into
a general war,

(END OF MESSAGE)
BULLITT
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I'nls telegram must be

closely paraphrased bee- Paris
fore being, gommunicated
to anyone, (D) From Dated August 8, 1939

Fee'd 2:25 pem.

Secretary of State, kb,nwmmnnr

U AN AEFAIRS
0O

* L 1939

ARTMENT OF STATE

4

YWashington,

1461, August 8, 6 pe.m, (SECTION O

GO o T AL,

This afternoon Bonnet sald to me that the Cerman
Ambassador had called on him this morning and stated
that Chere was no danger of Hlitler making war over
Danzige,  In addltion the officials ef the "1lhemstrasse
WEre all engaged in saylng the same thing to the French
Ambassador in Berlin.

Inasmich as the German Ambassador in Paris hod kept
assuring the French Government that German troops would
not enter Gzcchnﬂl&vakin EVEn after they hod crossed
the border and lnasmuch as the Wilhemstrasse was apt to
be equally ill=informed as to Hitler's intentions he
was not lmpressed by these assurances.

(END SECTION ONE),
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This telegram must he Paris
closely paraphrased be-
fore beingwaommunicated Dated August 8, 1939
to anyone, (D) FRoMm

Hsc‘a 2:40 pem,

Secretary of State,. DIVISION Of
ROPEAN AFFAMIRS
'IEShinEtDn. ? l“G 9 mg

1461, August 8, 6 pems (SECTION TWo)| DEPARTMENT OF STATE .

Burckhardt, the League Commissioner in Danzig,
had just communicated to him that his impression was that
the people of Dan%ig did not desire to push their
provezration of the Poles to the point of war,

From a great many sources, military and. ocivil,
however, he had reports of such a disquisting nature that
the most optimistic coneclusion he could reach was that
Hitler had not yet decided whether or not to provoke
ﬁnr on the i1sasue of Danzig.

dis private opinion was that Hitler would come to a
decision in the course of the next elzht days: and his
guess was that Hitler would order a continuation of
incidents in Danzig which finally would provoke the
Foles to send an ultimatum which the Danzig Gauleiter
would reject and war would begine. Bonnet emphasized that

this was a personal impression,

BULLITT
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This telegrom must bE PARIS
closely paraphrased be=
fore beingscommunicated Dated August 8, 1939

to anyones (D)
- Reo'd 4:30

DIVISION of ,-
PEAN AFFaipg
Becretary of State, 9 1939 ol
' BEPARTM o
- Weahingtone : Eﬂ% :
| O
N

1461, Avgust 8, 6 p.m. (SECTION THREE),

With regard to the negotiations with the Soviet

~
<N
b

Union Bonnet said that there was still no agreement on

e R

the text of the article about "indirect eggression”,

;e
vl

The negotiators were still haggling over two words., He

£ 038

il e [ g

was less conwinceed than he had been that the Ruasians

desired to reach an early conclusion of the negotiations

i o . Oeamadi A gets Ll

and he frared that the military conversations might zet
lost in a morass of words,
He hed been informed this afternoon that the Japane

eae Cabinet had been unable to reach any decision with

regard to the question of a military clliocnce with Gere

many and Italy and thot the ccbinet would meet agein

tomorrow to conalder the question further, He felt that

reports from Tokyo indicated thoat there wos an intense

disagreement among the leading Japanese on thla point,

Bormiet soid thot Morshal Petain hod spent an hour

1L TVLINIQLINGD
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optimistie




=2« #1461, August 8, 6 p.m, (SECTION THREE) from Poris

k e 4ha - e - “
optimiatie with regord to developments in S8pain, He

was convinced that the Spaniardawuld not give asasistance
of any kind to the Germans or Italians in case of war,

(END SEETION THREE).
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This telegram must be FROM piRTS

closely paraphrased be=- :
fore being communicated Dated August 8, 1939

to anyone. (D)

Rec'd 5:17 pem ~

S ‘0

DIVISION OF o}

Secretary of State, 4 ANA FURDPEAN AFFs1mg O
Washington. N AUG 9 1939 _g,
DEPARTMENT OF STATE ;u
1461, August 8, 6 pems (SECTION FOUR) — :j :

o

Bonnet said that his reports from Italy continued
to indicate that there was a growing hostility among
all classcs of the population to the idee of w~r with

France and Englande
!

Ciano continued to soay to the French Embassy that
the moment was favorable for Frnncz_to plece her reloations
with Itely on ¢ more friendly basis., The French Govern=-
ment was refusing, however, to enter into any negotiations
for paychological rather than factual recsons, It was
obvious that the question of the French railrocd from
Djibouti to Addis Ababa must be discussed some day with
Itcly. The roilrooad was corrying no traffic and losing
money at & tremendous rate, There was no fundamental
reason why France should not hand over this railroad to
Italy and give Italy a free port in Djlbouti and a seat
on thﬁ Board of the Suez Canal and the continuation of
the statute of 1896 in Tunis, But there was the psycho=
logical reason that at the moment such action would be

interpreted



-2« #1461, luguif 8, 6 p.m, (SECTION FOUR) from Paris

-

interpreted everywhere as the product of weakness and a

desire again to "appease™ the Axis powers. Nothing was

being done or would be dome in the immediate future by

the French which might involve concessions to Italy.
(END OF MESSAGE),.

BULLITT
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JR 1=1a88
This telegram must be FrROM
closely paraphrased be- Paris
fore being communicated :
to anyone. (c) Dated August 12, 1939 :
Rec'd 11:53 aem. d
Secretary of State, grL
Wrshington. mwﬂmnm .
IROPFAN A Fluﬂ( 1 -:é
1491, August 12, 2 p.m, JIQHQJa 7 '1
STRICTLY Cn ool AL MENT OF STATE \

i~
Charverliat Dircctor of Political .f“nirs who is :
in charge at the Quni d'Orsacy today said to me this
morning that the exchange of notes between the German
end Polish Covernments (the texts of which are contained
in umbassador Bilddle's 163, August 10, midnight)  had
brought the Polish nnd German Governments to grips so
definitely in the Danzig dispute that while there might be”

no acute crisis for o number of days the governments of

6E6! ¥ 1 9nv

the world must be preparec to have such n crisis in any
twenty={our hours,

Chatverint andded that the French posltion remained
that Poland would receive the fullest posalble support
from France at nny moment that Poland might decide to

defend her vital interests by forece, Poland vvould be the

4 TVALNIALINGD

sole judge ns to the poliecy to be followed., He added b
that the nosition of the British Covermnent wna 1dentieal

vwith the position of the French Covermrient »nd thnt there

w28 no slgn wvhntsoever of any weakening in the British

Y E R E T
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=2= #1491, August 12, 2 pem.,fPon Paris,

attitude, There had been né communicntions from the
British Gavcrnmznt to the French Government that, indicated : K
2 desire to return to a poliey of "appease M, ) -
Charverint snid thaot in addition to the concentrotions
on the Polish frontier the Germans were concentrating
in Slovakia in a monner which hed aroused grect
apprehension in beth Rumanic and Hungary, The Rumonians
~ond Hungarians feared that 1f wor should breck ocut
German troops would merch from Slovakia against Rumnnia
either, through Polish territory or possibly through 5;
the Ruthenian tip of Slovokia recently acquired by ::
Hungnry,
-Charveriat sald that whereas Cinno hnd been optimistic

with regard to the possibility of preserving peace before

/ he snv Ribbentrop he vns nov pessimistic, The’fact that e
7
.h Clano was to spend two more days in Germany than had been
01’
.qh planned- seemed to indicate that the most seriocus decisions

WEre being discussed.

BULLITT
WIC : DDM
(#) Apparent omission.




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

I =1334
JR
This telegram must be
closely poaraphrased be-
fore belng communicoted
to anyone, (D)

/

‘Secretary of State,

fInshingtone.

FroOM

1492, August 12, 3 p.m,

STRICTLY C...

Daladier expressed to me today the same opinions -s

those expressed by Charveriat rcrortcd in my Noj, 140)

august 12, 2 pem,.

He ndded th~t in his opinion the Germon

- J,_r--'-—Ll-L.

H
N
L3
Porla
Dated August 12, 1939
! . o
¢ Rere'd 12:16 pens

m—_ﬁ é‘,i (2% .{n..i-"vl-'l*u:hl llnl--—-' Las=f

Division S .I-f ¢ elin L

G 141739 -
|

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

o

to dote were dlsquieting but did not yet.indle-“e

definitely an intention to strike in the Immedinte

He thought thnt

future,

. mn Jor Far Eastern crisis vhich might

lead to war w-s imminent but he did not believe that wuap

itselfl
Daladier aaid th-t

indiented that Voereoshilov

army VEre genulnely ecger to come to

CDM'niC

"
nna

=V

Gl

vtould come during the next few
his informotion

E

days

-
from Hoseow -
officers of the Red
definite

AEreEment .,

BULLITT

troon movements

Lz o
-




e TELEGRAM
RECEIVED
This telegram must be

closely paraphrased BE= PARIS
fore beEing communicated
to anyone. (C) FROM Dated August 15, 1939

Rec'd 1:55 pe ma

Seerctary of State,

Washingtons

1494, August 15, 5 ps me (SECTI

STRICTLY Ce¢-. *=""iiLe Charverl
at the Forelgn Office stated to me this afternoon that the
telegrams received this morning from Berliin and Rome
indicated that Hitler was determined to have war with

Foland.

thaot the Italian Ambaassador there Attollico was intensely
depressed becouse Hitler and Ribbentrop seemed to be
determined to have war with Poland whether Mussolinil

wished it or not,

o
9\

: s,
From both Rome and Berlin the French Government ho®
information to the effect that Hitler and Ribbentrop had

talked to Cianc in such n manner that Clano had been..

shocked and had refused to make any definite reply to

Hitler's propoaanls and had not telephoned or reported

T
otherwise to Mussolini but had returned to Rome to report
in order to avoid giving answers to the requests of Hitler

and Ribbentrop for Italian support in an attack on FPolande

(END SECTION ONE)

BULLITT



TELEGRAM RECEIVED

CJ 2
This telegrom must be— — FPARIS
closely porcphrosed be=
fore being communisanted Dated August 15, 1939
to anyone, (C) FROM
Rec'd 1:30 pem,
Secretory of State, ’ SRR
: : DIVISION OF
Woshington, : FURDPTaN AFFaIme
AUG 16 1939
1l 10
494, August 15, 5 pem. (SECTION TW l.“"““”m‘““

It was the impression of the French TGovernment that
Mussolini atthe moment was reluctant to support Hitler in
an attack on Poland and desired to bring about a conference
at which Germany and Italy might present all their demands
in all the Aifferent international fields, The Itallians,
however, appeared now to doubt their. ability to obtain
Hitler's consent to such a conference or to restrain him
from almost immediate action ageinst Poland.

From the French point of view the proposal of such a
conference would involve an exceedingly grave declsion, Be=
ceuse of the manner in which Hitler hod broken the pro=
mises which he hcd made ot Munich it was obvious that no
confidence could be placed in any future promises of his,
As o preliminory to any such conference 1t seemed essentlal
that the French and British should demand the corrying out
of the promises made ot Munich which would involve the eva=
cuction by German troops of the territory of the Czechoalos

vak Republic,

BULLITT
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

REB

This telegram must be

clogsely paraghrased be- FPARIS

fore being communicated FROM

to anyoneq (C) Dated August 15, 1939

Rec'd 2:35 ps me

Secrctary of State, DIVISION Of
FIRNPY as  AFFRIDY
Washington, AUG 16 1939

1494, August 15, 5 ps me (SECTION THREEDFPARTMENT OF STATE

The telegrams this morning from Berlin indicated
that the responsible officilals of the German GoveErnment
WEre now talking about Poland in a manner which incicated
that the Germans would insist not only uron the acquisition
of Danzig but also the annexation of the corridor and of
Polish Upper Silesia, Danzig still remained the probable
point at which the Germans would strike the spark that
would set fire to Europe; but the most responsible German
officlals were now talking about the necessity of entering
Foland to protect the Germans resident in Poland, It
might be that this sort of talk was merely intended to
produce terror in Poland but it might alsoc be that Hitler
had decided to strike and that he was fnnning German
feeling to a greater head, The German mabif?zatinn was
continuing without interruption,

Charveriat expressed the same opinion which Daladier
expressed to me o few days ago, to wita that the only

hopE




f
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[

REB

2»#1494, From Paris; Aug.l15,5p.m,

(Secy Three)

hopi: of preserving peace lay-in convineing Hitler that an
attack on Poland would 1 iwvolve immediate declarations of
war by France and Englari, The nub of the question was
that it was not Danzig': freedom but Poland's which was
at stake,Charverint sail that reports thus far received
from Moscow indicated thnat the Russian military men
desired to get on with the business of the military pact
rapidly; but he added that up to date the negotiators
had not yet towched the heart ‘of the question,
Charveriat concluded by saying that it was his con-
viction that the Germans might provoke an incident in

any 24 hours that might start gkneral war. (END MESSAGE)

BULLITT
C3B
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REB
TELEGRAM RECEIVED
Thir telegram must be
: slosely paraphrased bee FARIS
; fore belng communlcated
" to anyonee (D) Dated August 1f
f FROM
’ Recld 2:20 pe Me
i e
: . "fl...'-;r.}" F _""'-. :
Secretary of State, T e 7y
Washington, \ ! g
.-5:!1:_ " " B m

1495, August 15, €6 p. Me

TLY CC.TlliaiiaLl FOR THE ACTING SECRETARY.

=
[

STRI

reo

I have just received a letter from Xirk wrltten

i last night in which he states "without belng at'all
| hysterical, I do know that there is enough evidence to
justify one In thinking that the worat can happen 1t any
moment,"

He suggests that aome one against whom Hitler 1s
not orecjudiced should—wisit Hitler immediately and inform
him that his present actions inevibably will produce
general war and suggest that he should proposte &
moratorium of six montha on the execution of all inter=
national political desligns,

I suggested to Charveriat today entirely unofficlally
and personally that such a visit by some one to 0 tler
might produce someg effect, HE was not at all sure that

1t would produce any effect and was somewhat apprehenalve

that 1f such a move should be instligated by France cor
England




REB

2-#1495, From Paris, Aug,l15,8p.m,

England it would be taken as a sign of weakness and desire

to restart a policy of "appeasement” and might encourage
Hitler to strike,

I do not know anyone who has a personal influence
with Hitler at the present time that might be sent on such
a missions I am inclined to believe that the best chance
of preventing Hitler from Qtarting war lies in convineing
him that Poland, France and England with the support of the
Soviet Union will certainly fight. A word from you to
the German Charge dA'Affalres in Washington might possibly

be timely and of some use,

BULLITT
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED
cJ — RAY
,, PARIS
Dated August 16, 1939

et
&

FRrO

Reo'd 3:12 p.m.

Seerctary of State,

Washington,

1500, August 16, 6 pem.

With Aassumption Day falling on Tucsday, France has
enjoyed a three and one-half day week-end holiday., But
the political commentators in the Faris press have been
kept to their grindstones by the Salzburg conversations
and by the activity of the Danzig High Commissioner
presumably in liaison with the Salzburg meetings.

The diversity of speculation with respect to Salzburg _
conversations is indicative of the lack of truatworthy
informotion here es to vhat transpired, It is the general
vicwﬁ of the Paris press that Italy is not ready for war
and that Mussolini is at last alive to the fact that from
the Alps to cthe Mediterranean hia country is vulnerable
to attack from the democratic powers while Germany 1is
relatively safe on the west and can attack on the easte

(END 2ECTION ONE),.

:
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

ORAY

FRUM ¢ Pﬁ-RI B

Dated August 16, 1939

Rec'd 4:32 p.m,

DivISION
Flienps gy

wushingbnn. "UG[

J Secretary of State,

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

1500, August 16, 6 pem, (SECTION TWO),

And yet it is Hitler not Mussolini nor the partners jointly

in whose hands 1ies the decision of war or peaces No

wondsr that the Salzburg conversations took place }

-liost commentators believe that at Salzburg Ciano

made a bid for more equality of decision between the Axis

partners and failing that attempted to drive a bargain

which would give Italy and not only Germany a dividend

from the Axis, In this connection therc.arc someg who be=

lieve that Count Csaky received less support from Ciano

than he had hoped for, the theory being that Italy may

have gained a freer hand with respect to Yugosluvia and

the Adriatic by according Hitler & free hand with reapect

to Hungary and what that might mean for Rumania,

(END.SECTION TWO)

BULLITT =
EMB:NPL e I




+
1

TELEGRAM RECEIVED,

ML
Paria
FROM Dated Auzuat 16, 19839
Rec'd 5:41 p.m.
Secrcte ™y of 3tote DIVISION OF
ARfRY
Tnghi -'1'_;t0n FIIRNPE AN Ny
AUG 1 9
4v,

1500, Anzust 16, 6 p.ms (SECTION TFHEE hepantwirnt O s1ate

In any event the commentators are allrggrecd éhat the
Salzburg mecting wes not merely & show of German-Italian
uni ty‘l out tlet "aportant decisions were ta%en up there. The
press fullyexoects thet the Axis powers will now push their
war of nerves to the limit hoping thereby to gpin wlthout
war what-can' only be obtained by war if France and Englend
remain: firm,

Comment on the Fizh Commissioner's conversa*tlon with
Hitler ia to tir effeect that there is no place in Surope
today for a second Runciman escapade though his nome moy be
Burkhardt cn official of the Lea ve of Nations., The DrESS
as ¢ whole czrefs thot Enzlamd cnd France should fovor o
peaceful settlemsnt of the Donzig issue but such negotictions
it is emphasized must be based upon zoodwill not upon forée
cnd they should consist of frec discussions o&n between
equals cnd not discussions ct the point of ¢ plstols Also

ell cgree thot Polond must be the gole judge of its vitcol

656! 6T 9ny

The uncnimous cdvice of the vpress commentctors

is

interceota.




L]

ML =2= Peoris Aug. 16,1989, 5:41 p.ms #1500 (Sec.3)

{3 that France cnd Englcnd gshould cbove oll nvold giving

the impression thot they woul once agaln Jump ct o peace

of fer no matter what the price.
BULLITT
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED
GRAY

Paria

FROM
Dated August 16, 1939

Rec'd 6:10 p;m.

Secretory of State

Woshington

1500, lugust 16, 6 p.m. (SECTION FOUR

/

Despite the readiness of the commentators to ‘discuss
the subject of a pacific settlement it is practically
impoasible to find any opinion contending that such a

golution i3 1likely. Of course there are those who are

278 /29 °009L

; - hopeful that something will turn up at the last moment

3 which can be seized upon to avoid wer. These are the old-
; time appeasers such as Matin who would 1like to aveld war
at most any cost but who have found that this 1s not a
popular ViEw,

Despite the general view that in hils talk with
Burckhardt the Puehrer failed to depart in any way from
the position ocutlined in his "ultimatum" of ipril 28 to
Poland, no one seems convineced that Hitler really wants
war but many feel that he has set forces in motion which
in the end he may be powerless to control., One of

the most potent of these is the question of hls own

| preastige« The only grounds for satiafaction 1n this
¢ whole deplorable business 1is that the tactics of weakening
the will to resist by audden nnd brutdl changes i

ntmoapheErE




RFP =2= #1500, August 16 (SECTION FOUR) from Paris
atmosphere from fictive optimism to new alarms hdas lost
ité effectivencas.
_ Pertinax mokes the interesting point that the
western powers are now engnged not to negotiate a
Europecn settlement, total or partial, without Russian
agreement. It is his view that Russio would hardly consent
to negotiations which would entail the risk for her falling
Efsg to the totalitarion states. He also thinks it
J possible. that nt Salzburg Itcly "mey have been nutherized in
case of war 5o ndopt a course of armed neutrality" thus

avoiding the dungers of her exposed position. In exchange

LT
L,

Italy m:yrhavt consented to some new stitus for Hungarye.
Copices mailed Berlin, Rome,

(End message.)

BULLITT
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

cJ : Rt
This telegram must be FARIS

closely paraphrased be-

fore being communicated FROM pateq August 16, 1939
to anyone, (D) .

Rec'd 4:02 pem,

, (Qaeicss # R dag
Washi ngton, DIvision ﬁ"—f?.’. st
FUROPEAN & :

AUG 17 fo- e

i
L
!

Secretary of State,

| 1501, August 16, 6 Palfs
j , STRICTLY C-iTTnewnrar, | oerartuent of sﬂl‘l

o Bonnet said to me today that Mitler had mede no SPE=

L cific proposal whatsoever to Burckhardt in the course of

their conversation, He had made the customary accusations

against Polend but had said that he did not (repeat not)
[f desire to rproveke Zeneral European war beeause ol the
& Danzig dispute,
The French Government, Bonnet added, had absolutely

positive information that Hitler had ordered Forster, the = "

Gauleiter of Danzig, not to provoke any incident for thr ?E
moment which would comprl .the:Foles to send another ulti=- é ‘
matum to the Government of Danzige It appeared therefor;_
that Hitler hod not yet mede up his mind whether or not "E?i
= to provoke war, He might of courar change his instructions Efj
to Forster at any minute but there was no reason to bEliE?EE?
that he would strike during the next few daya, ;
(END SECTION ONE), rad
BULL ITT E
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

EBA

This telegram must be PARIS

closely paraphrased FROM

before being commnie Dated August 16, 1939

ceated to anyone (D)
RECE1ved 53135 pems

Seeretary of State DIviSIon o 1
Washingt FUROPEAN aTesr=t I
{ashington :

AUG 171939 |
~ S
1501, August 16, 6 pem, ISECTIOH TWC) ¢ DEPARTMENT OF STATE ] g b
Bonnet saild that the rumors that the Italian Government F;fi
; . M
and the PopeE were preparing to make an appeal for a EENEral N
B
conference to settle the question of Danzlg and other o
o
questions had been investigated by the “rench Government <

and so far as could be discovered neither the Pope nor the
Italian Government was contemplating any such move in the *
immediate future,

The Polish Apbassador saild to me today that in spite
of the continuance of the German mobilization 1t was the
impression of the Polish Government that HitXer had not
Yet made up his mind whether or not to have war,

He added that he could see no slgn of a policy of
appeagsement in either France or England, Indeed such a
policy would be impossible to pursue beecause Poland whatever %}
attitude might be taken by France or England would fight
in case of an attack on her vital interests, He added

r =

that relations between Poland and the Soviet Union were
more cordial at the moment tlews ot any time 1n years but

inaisted




I

EDA = 2 = #1501, August 16, 6 peme from Paris (SECTION TWO)

.

Iinaiat:d that the Polish Goverrment had had no conversations
with regard to milibdry cooperation betweEn the Polish

and 4% armigs and &xpressed the opinion that Poland would
not enter into such conversations under any clircumstancesy

(END OF MESSAGE),

BULLITT
(#) Apparent omission
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EDA -

This telegram must be o
paraphrasgd before bel PRSW
communicated to anynn:n%DJ

Secretary of State

Washington f%

i

1517, August 18, 5 p.me 2

~N

STRICTLY .ASWIIDIVTIAT, g
Daladier sald to me today that according to his Q.
personal estimate the GErmans now had approximately.two igﬁ
~i4

million men mobllized, Thﬁ Italiana had a million.

he declareds Three

had suggested to General Gamelin that at least 300,000
additional French soldiers should be mobilized to add

to the million already under armses HE said that Gamelin

was not yet convine

tion was necegssary,

question wlth Gamel

decide to mobllize
Daladier said
full report of his

had talked for the

saylng that he must

and that the.worlad

have 1ty, HE could

Datgd August 18, 1939 8¢
Recelved 1:35 pem, '

42

times during the past few days he

Ed that a further French moblliza=

)

He expected to discuss this o
in again tomorrow and he might
further troops.
that he had now received Burekhardtls .
conversation with Hitlery Hitler
most part in a rather plaintive manner
have wheat and timber for Germany
sEEmEd datﬁrmiﬁcd not to let him

gEt wheat only in eastern Europe

and




EDA = 2 - #1517, August 18, 5 pem, from Paris

and timber in the Colonies,
END SECTION ONE,

BULLITT
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

EDA
This telegram must be FARIS
closely paraphrased FROM

before being commini=

cated to anyone (D)
Recelved 1320 psme

Secretary of State

Washington

1517, August 18, 5 pem, (SECTION TWO),

Hitler had also talked violently about Polish
provocation in Danzig but had made no definite threat
of action., Furthermore, he had made no conerrte pro=
posals tu Byrckhardt, He had made the impression: on
Burckhardt of a mﬁn in emotional turmell who had -not
yet made up his mind what to dog

Daladier sald that the story printed in the
NEW YORK HERALD TRIBUNE to the effect that he had
SEhE n personal message to Mussolini through Francoils
Poncet was totally untruees He had sent no message
of any kind to Mussolini and did not intend to make

any propnsal to the Ibalians,

(END SECTION TWO),

BULLITT
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

EDA

This telegram must be PARIS

closely paraphraseg FRom ’

before being communie : Dated August 18, 1939

cated to anyone (D)

REceElved 1:30 pems

Secretary of State

Washington

1517, August 18, 5 pems (SECTION THREE),

He had not bothered to deny this story since, if he
attempted to correct every incorrect story printed in
the preas nt the moment he would have to spend his day
preparing denials,

From all the information which reached him,
Daladier 3aid that he.waos of the opinion that Hitler
had not. yet made up hlis mind definitely to attack
Poland but was preparing the army for irmedlate attock
in case he should declde at any moment that an attock

vrag ndvisable, A German attack on Poland at the

present monent, he added, would produce lrmediately not

sirply o French robllization but also an instant
French attack on the Slegfried line,

(END OF MESSAGE),

BULLITT
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

1w - Paris »

This telegram must be Dated August 18, 1859
closely paraphrased be= ;
fore belng communicated FROM

to anyone, (C) e

Regc'd 4:32 pym,

Liped 1 TS & TP

pivision OF CF €<% ) 39
IRNPFAN aprams S (-

fin
3 6 19 1939
m i

U pEPARTMENT OF STATE
1520, August 18, .7 pem. T,

Secretary of State ;

Washingtcn

We asked Charveriat to review some of the outstand=-
ing phases of the current situation.

He dﬁacrjhed the Burckhardt incident as closecd and
believes that Hitler desired simply to obtain Burckhardtls
views on the general eastern Eurcopesn probleuns Charveriat
attaches no great importance to 1t. He sald further
that the French Government is without definite informa=-
tion concerning the nature of Csaky's Salzburpg convers-
gsations, In his opinion Hungary is being drawn
inevitably inte the Axis net but earnestly desires to
maintain its neutrality, The French Foreijon Office

has been unabvle to obtain evidence of definite GeErman

proposalas and does not know whether anvihing 1n E
nature of an agreement has been arrived at,

(END OF SECTION ONE) R
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cJ TELEGRAM RECEIVED

This telegram must bE PARI3

¢losely porophrased BE=

fore kElﬁ% communicated to Dated August 18, 1939

anyone. (C)

= FROM REc'd 6:10 pems T
! . DIVISION OF
Seeretary of Stote, FURNPT AN AFFAIRS
Weshiyg cong 1 AUG 19 1939 |

DEFARTMENT OF STATE

1520, huzuast 18, 7 peme (SECTICN TWO).
We incuired of the Hungarian Legation in this connec=

tion whe'! er 1% had information regarding the %enor of

e 1

these comversations., While it profrcsed ignorance in the

o
"

- OLB/Z29° 0084

e

matter the Legation informed us that 1t had just recelved

N,

afdvice from Budapest that these fantastic newspaper

L
o

atories hive no foundation and that as far as it knew the

e
o

At e

&

!

vigit of (‘caky in reaponse to a persoual invitation from
Frick was of a soclal nature,

The Foreizn Office is likewise uninformed on the sub=
ject of Ciuno's conversations but it belleves that the
Italian “overnmeEnt 18 being drawn into the vortex which the
Itonlions may believe is oan approach to o peaceful solution
of Danzig and the Corridor but which will prove an impassg
leading to the brutal fact of inevitable war. German
mobilization he said is continuing apace and at present 15;
well in excess of the recent figure of 2,000,000 men.

Privately owned automotive equipment and drivers, inclu=

ding women, are under requisitions (END 3ECTION TWO),

BULLITT
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il TELEGRAM RECEIVED

This telegram must be
closegly paraphrased be- PARIS
fore being communicated

to anyonee (C) From Dated August 18, 1939

REc'd B ps Me

[ —

D .
S8ecer-tary of State, mm:::::o:::m .
Washangton. WG 19 1989 |

NEFARTMENT
1520, August 18, 7 p. m. (SECTION T o STame

He confiwmaied the Information regarding the purchase of
gasoline and oil by Germany meationzd in my No. 1£15,
August 13, 4 p., m. saying that this is true of a
number of other commodities, Both civilian and

military nopulation ia in a satate of full pr:pﬁratiﬂn

:far war, Charverlat said that the military conversg-

tions at lioscow were proceeding very matisfactorily
and that the problems were being treated on a factual
basis. The conversations regarding a political accord
are suspsnded pending the military talks.

Charverliat views the German tric.l balloons on the
subject of conferences concerning German minorities in
Poland and on the Danzig and Corridor questions with
grave puapiclon, He sald that the German technique
had not changed and this method is too reminiscent of
Munich and Czechoslovakia,

(END OF MESSAGE)

BULLITT
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REB

This tele m RECEIVED

closely pmraphrased be- PARIS
fore being communicated
to anyone. (D) Dated Auguet 18, 1939

i . : NROM rola 4B De M.

SECRETARY
g‘ij' O
W - 57y

Secretary of Stute, I\

auG 1y ]HJH‘
.g:,x
8w

Wash ngton,

SC ._T FOR THE ACTING SEGR/EE"ZH} ONLY.

B buiw"’y Dalouler said to me today iesm when Bonnct had
'5:’1 , reported to him the reaction o' the Polish Amutnssador
: I 1;; Paris to the proposal.of the Soviet Governw.nt for
.:. ,?JI;;‘W\ bringing cid to Poland in case of a German attack on
i e Poland he had been shocked and angered by the violence

of the Polish Ambassador's negative reaction.

Before Bonnet had spoken to Lukasiewicz he had
advised Bonnet not to take the matter up with him but =
to have 1t taken up with Smigly-Rydz by the French -n:.
Military Attache in Warsaw, He had now sent the
French Military Attache to talk to Smigly-Rydz about
the proposal, He considered it utter folly for the Poles '_
to turn down a Russian proposal for genuine military‘ By
asslstance,

(END SECTION ONE)
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FROM
This telegrom rast be ;
c¢losely poraphrased be= P/RIS
fore being corrmunicated .
to anyone (D) : Dated August 18, 1939 -

Rec'd 6:03 penls
Secretary of State

Washington
1521, August 18, 8 p.rie (SECTION TUO)

He underst od the reluctance of the Poles to have the Red
Airmy enter the territory of Pcland but ds soen ns Polond -
should haove been invaded by the German arales the Pellsh

fGovernnent certainly would be zlnd to take assistance from

. anyone vho could bring assistonce,

- He would be glad tc send twe French-divisions te
Polond ond he wna certnin that he could get & British
division ns well for Foland sc thot the suppert would bEI
not exelusively Russincn but 1ntsrntt1;n:l.

“oreover he could get the rost nboclute guarantees
frorn the Scviet Governnent for the eventunl evocuntion of
Polish terrlitory ~nd Fronce and ﬁrEﬂt Britain would glve
~bgolubte ;u~rontees of those gunrantees,

Voroshilov had struck the heart of the question vhen
he had snid tc the British and French negotl~tors that the
Saviet Lrowy vas rendy to Hﬁrch.wfﬁinﬂt Cermpny but thnt
the only nrocticel lines of passifie VErE by vy of

Vilna




CA ==2==]1521 from Paris (SeEce 2).e
Vilna against East Prussia and by way of Lwow
I (Lemburg) to the south,

(END SECTION T'/0)
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

1w _ iy Paris

This telegram muat be Dated Augvat 18, 1939
closely paraphrased be= FroMm

fore being communicated Rec'd 3:27 peme

to anyones (D)

SEcretary of State

Washington

1521, August 18,8 p,me (SECTION THREE) —

The Soviet Govermment would not send airplanes
and tanks unaccompanied by other troops to the assist=
ance of Polard, Hﬁ, Daladler, considfred that the
Soviet position was reasonable, An army without
airplanes was blind and without tanks was relatively
disarmed, Daladier concluded by snaying that if
the Poles should reject this offer of Russian assist-
ance he would not send a single French peasant to
fight in defense of Poland,

I take this statement seriously but not too
seriously although he repeated it three times, He:
was angry at the Polish Ambassador in Paris and
inclined to overstate,

(END OF MESSAGE)
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This telegram must be PARIS -
olosely paraphrased be= . i
fore being communicoted FROM Dated August 19, 1939 ‘i

to anyone, (C) .
: Rec' d4 ©0:40 a.m.

E 2 -

g Secretary of State, lmm"' §- 21 "37 :

H AN AFFRIES 3

f : Washington, M?Efbkjgﬂi ?j
; ; TOFSTATE | '

' 1524, August 19, noon (SECTION ONE  Mookbat

i

4 o? Following from Kirk, Berlin received in Paris this

;‘qbﬁ morning by hand of Third Secretary Beam:

A member of the Polish Embassy in a conversation
today said that despite the rumors to that effect the
; '  Polish En-ansy did not believe that Hitler would launch
a sudden inilitary coup against Danzig or fhz Corridor
within the next few days although the possibil:ty of'suuh
an occurrence had to be recognized, The informant stated

that whiles the Embassy had no sure information concerning. _
(= 4
G |

the content of the conversations at Berchtesgaden that . 'B

=] 3.

] Ciano's visit could only be conatrued as an effort on thEE LE;
i 4 w
w

part of Itcly to moderate Germon nctlon ageinst Polonde
He said thet the Embossy hod heard from Rome thot Clano
on his return had said to members of the Diplomatie Corps .
that no war was likely and if 1t did occur it would be a
purely localized conflict between Poland and Germany

sinee England and France "would not fight", The Polish

Embassy




[
"

-2= #1524, August 19, noon (SECTION ONE), from Paris

Emhllly; the informant said, considered these reported

observations of Ciano to be purely "propaganda" designed

 to mask Italy's anxicty over the situation.

(END SECTION ONE).
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

PAP ' ~.~ PARIS

This telegram must be

closely paraphrased bee From Dated August 19, 1839

fore being communicated

to anyone. (C) Rec'd 10:35 a.m,

Secretary of State DIVIEION. O

EURNPEaN AFFAIRR

Washington AUG 21 1939

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

1524, Aupgust 19, noon (SECTION TWO)

The informant continued that while the Polish Embassy
could not sec any final solution of the present situation
except war that nevertheless 1t was not without hope that
war would.be averted. The disturbing developmeEnts were
that Hitler hnd now gone on record in his press of claiming
not only Danzig but the corridor as well, a definite stand ﬁ?
from which only a very ingenious statesman could retreat
without loss of prestige, The Poles were also disturbed
by the reports that Hitler and his entourage did not
believe that England would fight, He sald that the Poles
WEreE convinced that iIf Germany invaded Danzig, England would
immedlately come into the war although he indicated that
Poland had received disturbing suggestions from England
that the British would prefer the erisis to be postponed
possibly until next spring when they would be in stronger
military position, He sald the Embassy considered that if
thls attitude became known it would incline the Germans to -
precipitate action,

BULLITT .
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

CcJ

This telegram must be
closely paraphrased be=
fore being communicated
to anyone. (C)

PARIS
FROM
Dated August 19, 1939

Ree'd 12:30 paims

DIviSiuN o [

Secretary of State, FUROPE AN AFrayeg
Washin-tong AUG- 21 1939 ‘
DEPARTMENT OF Srarg ]

1524, August 19, noon (SECTION THREE),

The Poles, he said, are not only convinced that in
case of German attack Great Britain would make good 1its
pledges but are clso convineced thot Russia would come
substantially to the a}d of Poland which would accept
Soviet nss:istance clthough with some regret because it
would cre.te future problems for Polond,., He said thot
the Embassy hod sure Information tihnt tﬁérE htd been no
definite political negotiations between Russia und Gere
moany a8 yet and did not belleve that they would occur,
The present German-Russlion commercicl negotintions WETE O
straight business matter with no politinnl Implicontions,

The informont stated that the Embassy saw no possi=
bility of avoiding war except by FPoland maintaining a re-
solute stand of 1mmediate readiness for military defenae,
With regard to the rumor that suggestions had been made
that the Polish Ambassador should lave a personal talk
with Hitler he said that the Ambassador yesterday had exe

pressed himself in conversation as "not having the right"
under

_SUIALEY




-2« #1524, August 19, noon (SEC, THREE), from Paris

under present uond.tt:l.ﬁm of German pressure to undertake
conversations with anyone in the German Government sinee
such actlon would be interpreted as a 8ign of weaknessa,
)
BULLITT
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

cJ e
. This teleggram muut. bE PARIS

; closely aphrosed be=
: fore bti.gm. omimmicnttd FROM  pated August 19, 1939

to ﬂmﬂﬂ:-
Rec'd 11:53 a,m,

Secre tary of 8tate,

Washington, DIVISION OF “
1 FUROPEAN AFFaIRY
1524, August 19, noon (SECTION FOURp., AUG 21 1939 |

——  Not only would it be so interpreted by Gher'BEYMSHT
a:rirs. to strergthen their determination but it would be
so construed by those elements in England which despite
the British commitments were still trying to influence
thelr Govrrnment toward a policy of aﬁ_::zaszment and consg=
quent "selling out" of Polish interests, He said that
the activities of these elements in Great Britain were
illustrated by events of a few weeks ago by which it 1is
presumed he meant the Wohlthat-Hudson conversations,

He sa?d that Poland had constantly made elear from
the Beck speeches of last spring to date that it was
recdy in free negotiations to mcke certcin conceessions
in regard to Danzig ond the corridor although it could
not be siid now whet form ond extent they would take, The
stand of the Polish Government was that there could be
no tolk of econcessions until the Germans had realized that
Poland would not succumb to a "war of nerves" and stopoped

the




P

~2« #1524) August 19, noon (SECTION FOUR) from Paris

the present press anmd other pressure against Poland,
He said that early last June the Embassy had accepted with
alacrity an invitation from the dzfmun Foreign “ffice for
talks with a view to moderating the press campaign in

both countries but two days later before any conversa=
tions occurred the Foreign Office abruptly informed the
Embassy thot they were no longer interested in such

negotintions,

BULLITT
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

HM x
Thls telegran rust be Paris
clogsely parnphrased bew FROM
foere being corrmunicated o Dnted lugust 19, 1939
to anyone (C) :
Recld 12 '35 Palls
S
SEGPEt."I’““,’ of St.l'".tE. DIVISION OF ]'
' R FUBOPEan AFFAIRS & * 4
nshlnhzton, )
AUG 21 1939 A
St
1524, impust 19, noon (SECTION FIVE) JEPARIMENT oOF STATE ]

4234

HE sald that should the Danzig Senate deelare that _‘f:i
Danzlg was now 'a part of the Releh such neticn while it r
would be regarded "aeriously" by the Fol'sh Governrent _J'_
rniight not be considered "at .once" 23 a &-:.sus belli pro= ’]j
vided it was not followed by open Gernan military occuw J:Iil

pation or deninl of Polish custons rights, He cemplalned
about the "pgrossly exaggerated" German accounts of incie
dents 1in Poland, A4s yet the Embassy wns not informed as
to whether there wns any foundetion for recent Geérman
reports that a thousand Gernan residents hnd been renoved
fron hcnes but several incldents cof allezed killinss of
Germans had been investipgated and had been disproved or

found to have no connection with politicnl events,

BULLITT
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o;  TELEGRAM RECEIVED

This telegram must-be— PARIS
closely paraphrased be-

fore being communicated Dated August 19, 1939
to anyone., (C) FROM
. : Rec'd 12:25 p.m,
A
Secretary of State, OIVIEI0N OF
Washington, : FIPAPE N AFFAIRS
AUG 211939 |

1524, August 19, noon (SECTION SIX) DEPARTMENT OF STATE

He sald that given the state of feeling it 1is impos=
8ible to guarantee Germans in Poland entirely from an=-
Noyance or Even some molestation but asserted that the
government had quite effectively protected German lives -
and propcitye.

I deaire to point out that the foregoing séntemsnta
WEPE made by the member of the Polish Embassy in an en=-
tirely informal and confidential conversation with a mem-
ber of this Embassy and that consequently the opinions
Eipr:sstd thereln should be regarded as entirely personal
on his part, &%rk. .(END MESSAGE)
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

CJ

This telegram must be PARIS

closely paraphrased be=
fore hging communicated FROM Dated August 19, 1939

to anyonfé, (.})
gk Rec'd 11:08 a.m.

Seorctary of State, DIVISION OF & /e
] IV

ROPEAN AFFAIRET
pe 2119629

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washingtons

1529, August 19, 3 p.m.

: G0 s STRICTLY CITI0CusiAL

¥ My Noe 1526 August 19, 1 p.m,
iuPC’ ' The BEritish Charge d'Affaires in Paris called on me
this morniag and stated that he was familiar with the
questions w'dich Welzsaecker had put to Henderson, British
Ambagsador in Perlin and.Coulondre, French Ambasasador in

Berline

He said that he hod received this morning Henderson's

T

geccount of thias converaation,

L

Henderson had stoted flatly to Welgsaecker theot he
hoped theres wos no doubt in the mind of the German Govern=

ment with regard to the support thot Grect Eritoin would

give the Government of Poland in case of war between Ger=

moany ond Polonde. Great Britoin would moke war ot once

P e

to support Folond,

Weigaaecker had replied that in view of Folish provoe-

114 TYLLNIALINOD

cation toward Germany he felt that Grect EBritaln was com=

pletely absolved of all obligctions to Poland and trusted

o th t ) 1

-'-E.'




-2= #1520, August 19, 3 peme, from Paris

that Great Britain did not intend to go to war 1n support
of a lunctie notion - meaning Poland.

BULLITT
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

JR

This telegram must be

closely paraphirased bee arls

fore belng communlecated FROMP

to anyone, (D) Dated August .21, 1939

Rec'd 2:13 p.m.

Secretary of State, C?Guﬁl...«u. = {/?1-

Washington, Drvision go s (. & .

5 M r L ? F;

1532, August 21, 4 p.m, (SECTION ON§). 22 mz”ﬂ;_r,},,_ k- _1:}

STRICTLY COY™ = ="TI.L, pPeamuticn o1 $1ATEH ’P'“J'K“;.i

. =+ DoL

I have just read at the Foreign 0ffice the -nili_tzr-y - * g:

reports of this morning from Germany. They stote that {

last night the mechonized divislon stationed in the I

Perlin area was fully mobilized and that In the night the {',TI.'j‘i

transport to the east of the tanks of thls division was E;ﬁ

bEguUn. ;J‘- %

The mechanized divislon based at Bremen was r:lsr::. 1'

mobllized and started to the east last eEvening, - . . '

Yesterday there was a large and continuing flight ' fF

of GeErman planes to the east plenes—to_the (2).. e :

In the Vienna military area there was intense %'5

military activity with depoartures of troops in the E :
direction of Slovakla, g

The estimate of the French milltary representatives ;:‘:I}:

in Germany is that Germany now has 2,400,000 men under rl_-"l ¥

arms,

.i
The II
|



T R e I R PR SR N T gy ¥

-2= #1532, August 21, 4 Pems, (SECTION ONE) from Paris.

" The Polish Embassy confirms that extensive

concentrotion of German troops on Polish frontier which

commenced yesterday should be canplﬁtaf between Thursday

and Saturday when German army will be in position for
offensive,

(END SECTION ONE).




T a T A M e, e

&

-

"
TELEGRAM RECEIVED
cJ SRR
This telegram must be PARIS
elosely paraphrosed bee
fore being communicated FRoM Dated August 21, 1939
to anyone, (D)
Rec'd 2:40 pemes -
”~
Ezorei:arﬁr of State, g
: Washington, r,.,,,[:,m:]::' : I _;
1532 August 21, 4 pem, (SECTION T0) ol il | r.g.
This troop movement coupled with O AN AT E
. with regord to the conversctions between iacno, Ribbentrop T‘JE
cnd Hitler cnd between Csoaky cnd Ribbentrop hag prcc{uczd _
the belief here that Hitler may have mode up his mind to
attack in the immediate futtgire. f’:‘:
The French Foreign Office has been unable to obtain O
any accurate information with regard to Csaky's conversa= g
tions and little absolutely authoritative information with
regard to Cilano's conversationse. The conversations of the
French and British Ambassadors with Cilano today in Rome were ‘
arranged last week and do not therefore necessarily indi= g
cate any new Italian proposale Eoth the French and British 51
Ambassadors had cppointments with Ciano for last Saturday :J ;
which he csked them to put off until his return from his _.E I
| unexpected visit to Albania, :: ]
The “rench representative at the Vatican reports that e I
the Pope and the Vatican consider the situation extreme-
ly gravé. (END MESSAGE) ':
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED :
cJ _— GRAY
PARI3
FROM
Dated August 21, 1939

Rec'd 5:07 pene

A

imunur

Secrctary of State, Fll AFF

Washington,

n{mnwtn or sm:

1535, August 21, 7 p.me, (SECTION OHE}
The Faris press individually and as a whole 1s af the

opinion that Europe has now rnteped & most critical period; |

that in feet general war in Europe is today far nearer
than it was last September, No one yet insists that war
is inevitable but this is more because ﬁitl:r'a actions
are thought to be unpredietable than because of any un=
certainty with aespect to France and England.

It is the general view that France and England have
token up their final positions; that they will inevitably
1ive up to their obligations to resist aggression, Under
these ciroumstances there is only one way in which peace
can be saved, If Hitler moves against the independence
6f Poland a general European war is certain, 2
(END SECTION ONE). + o8 11,
2
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b5 TELEGRAM RECEIVED

PARIS

From Doted August 21, 1959
Rec'd 4:04 pems

: o UM
sgeretary of State, DIVISION -ﬁl

FrienPe: agd afiries “:.:

Washington. A6 5% Oyl

. 1535, August 21, 7T Pels, (SECTION Two)l UPamiuim Of STATt : j
Sl

The recent comings and goings of Clano are thought (DR

to reflect ot lenst Lo 3sOme extent the fecr that Musso=-

1ini is supnosed to have of the consequences of war for ;

Italye On the other hand the press hETE does not expect

Italy to be & controlling foctor in the gravest declsion

of Hitleér's careere. Also Csaky's recent movements are

susceptible of an interpretation that would give an entiree

1y different meaning to Ciano's movements, namely that

the axis has been giving the 1ast.polishing touches to

the future relationship of Hungary and Yuzoslavia to

Berlin and Rome.
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED
GRAY
PARIS
pDated August 21, 1939

Reec'd 5:20 p.m,
Ih =

Secrc-tary of State,

thhlngfnn.

- 1535, August 21, 7 peme (SECTION THRE

206/29° 009

The Pope's appeal yesterday for world peace and his
probable sceret activities of a political natus: along
the same lines are respected here but at the same time 1t C
is not anticipated that they will bear fruit, In fact E;-
all talk at the present time of negotiations and of con=- (
ferences is discounted by the press here despite the fact
that 1nh=rzﬁt13 no Frenchman likes the thought of war,

Everyone is impressed by the fact that Ilitler's word is
worthless and that it must so be regqrded until he himself
makes a gesture to inspire at least a modicum of cunfl—

dence, There is also.n disposition on the part of the

commentators to recognize that France and England have &
@ |
0o |

now gone so far in their negotiations with Russla that a

Wgettlement of the European question" without Russicn %ﬁ
participation is probably quite out of the question, Thu:':‘-rJ
press is unanimous in the view that France and England,

however, much they.desire a "Just settlement” must not fail

1 o

BE NS



2= #1555, August 21, 7 p.m. (SEC, THREE) from Paris

to make it understood in Berlin that powér pollitics can |

no longer produce & dividend for Hitler,

(END SECTION THREE).
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED
GRAY
PARIS

BT

Dated August 21, 1939

"“].
Rec'd 5:27 peme @
q.
(9
v -I|I‘
Secretery of 3tate, DIVISIOn OF )
Washington,. I FIIRNPE AN JaFFiRS N
AUG 1‘/(
1535, August 21, 7 peme (SECTION FOURD« pepamtueny or share e
The press also points out that it is hardly tht time
to talk negotiations and conferences at the very momentg rd
when Germany's claim to Danzig is being extended to reads i;
"All that was once Germany must again be Germany', =

Thus according to the views of the press here the
~only way in which peace can be saved at this late date

I R R T e o

is for Hitler to put a stop to his ruthless methods,
There is still room for an about=facc, Perhaps he gan
) side=-step for a time and thus maintain a 1ittle longer the
"war of nerves" but he cannot possibly go rﬁrwlrd without
precipitating war,

(END SECTION FOUR)e

BULLITT %% \
. Pl
NPL:EMB LR\
-
7

[1=]

” __ | o)
] ) . : 'lr“"

Ty



TELEGRAM KksCEIVED

CJ —_— ARAY

oM < DAL

Dated Augus. 231, 1939
Rec'd 5:30 penie

Divisioy o

Sgor tary of State,

Washingtone.

1535, August 21, 7 pers (SECTION FIVE

Precccupation with this situation is so conplete that
the press lhias 1ittle to say this morning on the subject
of Britain's réfusal to diacuﬂa with Japan the Chinese
currency question except in conjuncticn with other interes®
ed governients and with respect to Japan's reply that it
will not talk with other nations about these matters in

connection with the Tientsin negotiations, However, the

press does not lose sight of the obvious connection be=

tween events in the Far East and the European situetion
but as the commentators are of the opanion that the future
course of the world will be set in Europe they quite
naturally concentrate their attention on tﬁz grave tension
that now exists here.
Copy to London, Berlin, Rome,
(END OF MESSAGE).
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This telegram must be

TELEGRAM

CORRECTED COPY

closely paraphrased be-
fore being communicated

to any

ONEs

(D)

Wnshington,

RUSH.

) LKIE' -ﬁ.—ﬁ UE
Secretary of State, jﬁikﬁh
&S

Dated August 21, 1939

1536, August 21, midnight,

FOR THE ACTING SECRETARY.

€c'd 9:07 p.m.

EIA;{“HL

Kirk hrs sent me the following messnz:c by special

courier tonight:

Cerman Army Hitler decided last night

"hceording to n source close

Lo 2

vital source of the

to attack Danzig ond

[FLE,

the Corridor on either Thursday the 24th or Frlday the- 25th

f thia
effect were 1
red Of

FL:El

sare information hns beEen recelved by

g
LCE

aSued

wit

the date

last night,"

fixe

d

12 month and orders to the German -1
w

['o

L A5 3 ¥
™" AWUM3C 2.

* Off'ice to this

the French
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