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JR

This telegram must DbE-
closely paraphrased be=
fore being communicated
to anyontge: (D)

Segcretary of State,
Washington,

RUSH.

1541, August 22, 4 p,m,

FROM

Paris
Dated August 22, 19395
Rec'd 11:45 a.mg

“Z20IT FOR THE PRESIDENT AND THE ACTING SECREYARY,

Daladler said to ms.this afternoon that he belleved

that -Hitler was planning to attack Poland within the

next elght days most probably this weekend.

In my presence he gave orders to General Gamelin

Admiral Darlan to prepare for immediate war,

He (%) Gamelin to mobllize at once certain special

reserves and to bring his troops up to the French

frontier, He ordered Darlan to keep the fleet ready for

imnediate actlon. (END SECTION ONE).
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FRrROM

JR ' ;

This telegram must be

cleosely paraphrased bee- Paris

fore being communicated

to arnyone, (D) : Dated August 22, 1939
Ree'd Noon

ecretary-of State,.

Visshington,

RITSW

SH.
‘1541, August 22, 4 p,m, (SECTION TWo).

ic ndded to them both that tomorrow morning he might
‘eclde to order general mebilization,

Daladiecr then sqaild td me that hi wished to tranamit
Immediately o message to you, He felt that general
Lurcpean wer wos imminent and ‘that Jopan would golso enter
“NC ware- He dld not krfiow whither or. not an \ppEal by

yeu nt the present moment might have nny deterrent effect

"RES profoundly that vou would iz ue a diclarction

stoiimr that war secmed Imminent =nd summening nll Lthe
r L' thi earth to send delegatis Lmmedd tely to
hington ey oo owork out oa pueific selution of the
I it i .

l1E€/29°*NQ 7y
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

JR

This telegram must be Parlis

closegly paraphfased be= FROM

fore belng communicated Dated August 22, 1939

to anyone, (D)
Ree'd 1:07 pem, :

Szcrstaﬁ? of State, p ;
Washington, |
<
RUSH, 2
1541, August 22, 4 peme (SECTIO! THREE)w. B
He added that he would accept such' a proposal
insﬂnntlp and wlith deep . gratitude on bechplf of Frunee,
He feared that Germany would rcjiect suchH a propcsal,
In any event rout would have ﬁ?hL yaur utmosd prevent
a -horrible catastrophe for thi. entire human race, v
you_would have-made the moral istue zlian;
I hope that you will -let me know in - ivane Finct
action If any you intend te take, Daladier can
truated not Lo rlivulge r*..a.-:'.':" t8w hEN L3ISAZE )4
FD3 FES
.y
g




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

|"‘!J e
This telegram must be FARIS
closely parunbraatd bE= FROM

fore being eommunicated Dated August 22, 1939

to anyone B
¥ : A5) Ree'd 2:27 Pellg

Secretary of State,

|r N ATraRe
Washington, ,Mrﬁﬁ 1030

[p.ﬁi}_ﬂm or ©IATE

1543, ‘Auguat 22, 5 pem, (SECTION ONE *.

DIVISION OF f . 1

STRICTLY. CoMrInrnTT AT,

Daladir.: said to me this afternoon that the action
of the Soviet Government in signing a non-aggression pact
with Germany, the secret clausts of which wepe unknown,
placed France in a most tragic and terrible situation,

He said that he could not understand how the French
diplomats and negotiators could have been so deceived
by the Russianse He reminded me that at least 8ix times
since last January I had warned him that most serious
negotiations were under way between the Germans and the
Russions and said that'he had told all the French Governe
ment services to attempt to VErify my stotements to him
but hed been recssured that there were no negotintions
other than the commercinl negotiations in Progress bEw
tween Germany and the Sovirt mion,

(END SECTTON ONE)s _
=
BULLITT E

WWC:C3B
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

1w Prnris

This telegram must b Dnted August
01d3€ly paraphrased be=- FrROM
fore bein onmmunicated Ree!
to anyoneg, (D

A
]

3ecretary. of -State

Washington

¥545, August 22 O pem

F « (SECTION-TVIO)
The entire diplomatic structure which he hagd
attempted to bulld up hnd been destroyed Ly this a~t of

Russions, Turkey hnd made it cleny Shat

m
.-l

alliance should be signed between Lhe Soviet Union
France and England, Turkey could not give military
agsistance to Runanin, Rumanin deprived of both
Russian and Turkish support was bound to £211 without
resistance into the arms of Germany. Folnnd sould not
be supplied: with arms and ammunition except by wny of
Russla nand the ngreement between the Sovict Union and
Germany would menn that the Poles would have to fight
their battle agninst the Germans nlene except for thi
support the French could give by engoging o number of
German divisions on the French=Germon fronticr,

HE believed that in splte of their cournge the
Poles could not hold out agninst the German armies for
more than two montha. Thereanfter the entire brunt

of the war on land against Germany and Italy would fall

on



lw -2- No, 1543, August 22, 5 p.m. (SECTION TWO)
from Paris

on the French Army, The British could not have a. -

gerlous army reandy for another two years,

. BULLITT

WYC:C3B -
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'fThll t:itsrum must ht ','?ﬂ.- Dated nugust 22, 1959
slosely paraphrased be=. ;

. fore being communicated Fnﬁu m:c'd 3328 PoMe | S
' to nnyone, D} L WO Ty LR
6 A : * ~ DIVISION OF
5 W 1;.,3 i f 31:_ t ) : L frlm'ﬁl';q L T T
ECTE o; ate oty : iy
. 2 MR ] we g3 1939

—

Washingtun

_ _ U nirkﬁ1utn1 or. SOATH
,1545, Auguat 22 5 pum.. {sEf-rIm. THREE) / e
: Furthzrmnra h: bEllrvEd thet as anon as- anlnnﬂ
~ and France shﬂ*‘d bEcDmt rngagtd in Eurunz, Jﬂpﬂn wnul*
. b:gin taking OVET Fr:nﬂh; Britiuh nnd T"uwh vnssrqriuna
inthe. P-x,iric. e i Sy i
i Under tnE uirﬂuwstqrczs he wqq f“cr* wi*r rhkl
:“hltzrnﬁtiws of sncrifining the 1ivss Gf a1l 1E-h aved.
“mEn in Franc: in ‘n.war; the outcuws of which ?oulﬂ*hc
to say th£ 1Enst doubtful- nr the WOTSE alterns »1\r nf
ubandoning Lh: cummitn:nta of Franct uQ support Folrmd which
3 would be .o horrible mﬂrul blow tn the French p:nnlz and
would result 1n Gcrmvny swallowing ~ne AfYer enother;
. Poland, Rummnin, Hungqry, Yugoslnvirn, Bulg: rdn, J?EEFEi_

and Turkeye . In-the end Germany would turn on Fre r..'r.

and Englnad with nll the economic rESOQUrSEs of thirne
R R

P ]

countries nt her Aisposals:
The decislon which he faced waa thereforc. one ol

—he most profound gravity,




No, 1543, ﬁugust 22, 5 p.m. (SECTION THREE}
rrum Paris

He £e1t that.the Poles had been guilty of eriminal -
rnilg in not replying in the affirmative to the Russian's

] _'propoaul-fﬁr nntiv: nssistance to Palnnﬂ.j Thia ﬁﬁrning

Beck hnd r:u:iv:d th: Fr:nah kmhnasndnr te Hnrant and
hnd prEtEnd:d to be d:lisht:d that the Ruasiana hod

now mnd: thzir pcsitiun al:ur. Ecﬁk had stnted to the :

Fr:nﬂh Ammnaaador that Pﬂlnnd would- fisht the moment

Hitler should mnke any mﬂvz agairist Dnnzig. Dnlndi:r

aald hf bEliEyEd this was tru:.
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. TELEGRAM RECEIVED

¢ T el
This telegram must be PARIS

¢loaely paraphrased be= —

fore being oommunicated ~ FROM  ‘pateq August 22, 1930

to anyone, (D)
Rec'd 3 puila

MvISI0N OF

POk i T} Affaims

Sceretary of State, 4
- 6-23 1739

Washington, '

DEPARTMENT OF Spayy -
1543, August 22, 5 pems .(SECTION FOUR). Ay
Finally ke 'sald that he realized trat the Russians

had héhdwiﬂfaﬂ the French and British completely and

that possibiy evzn though.the Poics had azreed to accept
ﬁuﬂsian assiztancr the Russians world i ve found on :
EXCUSE rot to conclude their negotiatl ons with Fronce and
England  and tc-concludz the cgreement with Germany,

“Daladier said that he had not yet decided to order
general mobllizatlonj; ‘but belicved he wovld issue the
ordrr tomorrow mnrnlng{ Later in my presence he repeated
this statement to General Gamelin and ordered Gaﬁelin
today to mobilize further reserves and advance certaln
troops to the German frontier,

.Intzr I asked General Gamelin if he was not also
mobiliging reserves on the Italian frontier, He replied
that he was not since the French Government did not de=
sire at the present moment to exeite the Italians,

Daladier, also in my presence ordered Admiral

Darlan




-2« #1543, August 22, 5 p,m, (SECTICN FOUR) from Paris

Darlan to keep the fleet in immediate readiness for acs
tion, Darlan stoted to me that the fleet was already

on a war footing and prepared to act at onoce,

BULLITT

WWC :C3E
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| - This telegram must be
I : closely paraphrased bee- FROM
a0 fore being com:unicated =
to anyoney (D)

FARIS.

Deted August 22, 1639

‘Reo'd 2:37 peme

1 'Stcz'-'etar:r of State,
' Vashingtons

w‘.l.t'.h I.Egsr at the Foreign-Officee

1543, August 22, 5 pems (SECTION FIVE)

DIvISIHIN OF

Frred sy e 0Q

©AUG €3 1M39

Dtriﬁ1utw: 01 STATE

bl diacusszd the general aituﬂtlﬂn at grt“t 1Enrth
He blamed rhr FPoles

for the failure of ths.nsgntintions_of_tnf French ‘and

ot j E?itish with the Soviet Union. Fe said thot it wrha on

Sundtg Auzust 20 that Beck had rr jectrd thé-prononal

80 permit thE-Soﬁiét army to. enter Polish soil to sup=

port thE Pnlish army.

Thr&ughnut our conversation ﬁcliticl ns kept cailhg{

him'on the telephorne urging that it would be- folly :5

vetwern the Soviet -Ynion and Germanye Leser penlicd

to theém aa he did to me that Franer
-

muat ‘ficht ainer if

Foland should .-bre abandoned the whole of cashtrrn and

southeastern Europe would fall without a strugzle ince

Hitler's hands and with the resourcra of thia vast

area behind him Fitler would be able to overwhrlm Frarer

and England,

NPLt<ME

‘ e & o to war in.support of Poland in view of the arreement
1
L
i

LI
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

cJ

This telegram rust be F PARIS

closely paraphrased bee ROM

fore belng communicated Dated August 22, 1939

to anyone, (D)
Reec'd i PeMe

3ecretary of 3tate, DIVISION ()
X |

FrCODeaey prpamy

. AUG £3 1730
1543, August 22, 5 pems (SECTION SI::}.um,“m S tATE J

Woshington,

I asked Leger what he thought the result of war
would be in case it should begine He said that obviously
a war now would begin at an exceedingly ‘bad moment for
France and Englande, If the Germans should attack and
conquer Poland, they could then receive supplies of all
sorts from the Sovict Union and Rumania, It was exceed=
ingly doubtful, to put it mildly, that France and England
would be able to win the war, Hsvgpth:less the chance
must be taken since th:hﬂhunnz would be even less if.
France should permit Poland to be destroyed, He added
the nebulous hope that if Polund recognizing the seriouse
ness of the situation should begin to try to work intimate=-
ly with the Bolshevlks, the Sntl:t-Unian might turn

around and abandon the agreement it had entered into with

GErmany.,

BULLITT

EMB:NFL
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

cd

This telegram must be ~FROM  PARIS
closely paraphrased be-
fore being communicated
to anyone, (D)

Dated. August 22, 1939

Ree'd 5:30 rpremy—.
- PP % e i n ul R
Frenm o e,
Secretary of Syats, AUG <3 M
g 1 Shbal
Wa sl 1..E.tf."'ha BEPAKTYESY CrarE ‘-’ .

1543, August 22, 5 p.m. (SECTION SEVEN),

Both ﬁager and Daladier said to me that they were
not sure that Italy would decide to enter UHT.Oﬂ the
gide of Germany immrﬁiatEly.

The stupefaction of the French Foreign Office which
has been most a&timiatlc with r;gard to the eonclusicn
of the agreement between the Soviet Union, Fronee and
England is so grcﬂt that no constructive ideas have yet

!
been Evolved,

The British Government hes not yet corrmuniected to
the Freneh Government its opinions on the present situa=
tion.,

In brief the opinion of Daladier, Gamelin, Darlan,
Leger, Guy La Chambre and other ministers with whom I
have talked today is that Hitler is not 1likely to lose

his present opportunity to strike with hope of success,

.that France must support Poland even thougl the successful

Yssue of & war thus engaged may be most doubtful since
the abandonment of Poland would mean that France and

England




=2= #1543, August 22, 5‘pp-l.- (SECTION SEVEN), from Paris

Englend would have to fight somewhat later in an even
worse position and that t:lt-:r would lose their moral
standing in the world, . ,

laladier sald to me that his guess was that as soop
as Ribbentrop should have signed in Moscow the ogreemeng
between Germany and the Soviet Union and should have rge
turned to Germany Hitler would launch his attack against
Poland, .

i (END GF_ MESSAGE) .

BULLITT

i EMB:NFL
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CJ :
This telegram must be ; FARIS
closely paraphrased be- FROM

fore being communicated Dated August 22, 1939
to anyone, (D) ;

Rec'd 3:40 pem,

Seeretary of State,

(Lpivision OF
PPt an  AFFaIRR

3 1739

MENT OF STATE

Washington,

1544, August 22, 6 pem,

CONFTDFNTT A7,

The Polish Agbassador has just stated to me that
his government sees no possibility of praa:rﬁing pEacCE
and expects Germany to provoke incidents in Danzig
which will oblige Poland to send another ulfimatum which
will be rejected and that war will bsgin'ahﬁrtly after

the return of Ribbentrop from his trip to Moscow,

ny

4

an

BULLITT
NPL:EMB =

RERL 2 2
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This telegram rust be PARIS

closely parapharsed bee FROM

fore being corrmnicated Dated August 23, 1939

to anyoneo (D)

Rec'd 1:42 pe.n,
Secretary of State,
X Washington, |

RUSHq R, WELLES .~

1550, August 23, 4 per,

CICRET TOR THE ACTING SECRETARY,

Ol
If/should be contemplated along lines anything
: { \)

like those transnitted in my number 1541 st 22, 4 pene
it seens to me that a maxirnun of effect would be produced
if you could arrange to have the Pope lssue a general
appeal for peace twelve hours before launching any pro-
posals,

It 1s obvious that today the question is not one
of nmaking peace but one of delaying for a brief space at

least the outbreak of war,

BULLITT
UaB
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REB TELEGRAM RECEIVED

This telegram must be

closely paraphrased be- PARIS

fore being communicated
to adyont. (D) FROMpated August 23, 1939

Rge'd 1555 Pe My

Beur:tﬁrr of Stﬁt:,
Washington,

15563, August 23, 5 pe m,

STRICTLY CCNWTDFNTTAL, DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Rochat informed me this morning that the conversation
Nagglar French Ambassador in Moscow with liolotov had been
most unsatisfactory. Molotov had refused to give any
details whatsoever with regard to the German-Soviet
agreement and had merely said that it was the point of
view of the Soviet Government that the military con: 2
versations with France and England could be recommenced gﬁ.uq

Just as soon as the situation was aomzwhﬂ..t mOre clear, 5{ E

The French Government therefore h;s no 1dsg what may {g '
be in the text of the Soviet-German agreement but hoping
against hope that the German-Soviet negotiations may break
down at the last moment, the French and British Governments
have decided to keep their military negotiators in Moscow
until the Soviet Government shall have made it clear that
their presence 1is né longer desirable,

(END SECTION ONE)

BULLITT



TELEGRAM RECEIVED
CcJ
This telegrom must be : PARIS
closely pcraphrased be=

fore being comminicc ted
‘to chyonee (D) .

Daoted August 23, 1939‘

FROM

Seerctory of State,

Woshiingtone

1553, August 23, 5 pems (SECTION TWO),

The French Government 1% continuing quietly to
summon men to hf front and now has well over a million
and & half men on the frontlers. l

The Italians yesterday began reinforcing thelir
troops onFrench frontier aﬁd it is probable that now the
Freneh Goverrnnent will inform: the Italian Gaﬁernmcnt that
in view of ‘thesc neasures the French will Le obliged to rE=
inforce thsif troops on the Itulinn.frontisr. Up to the s
present ting all French reinforcements are evidently .sent
tn thre Germah frontier.

*jarm has not yet received the French ﬂmbassadﬂre
Prancois Poncet and there are no cﬂnvsrﬁations whatsoever in
progreas between the French and Italian Governments,

Reports reaching the French Foreign Office from all
querters hove produced the lmpression that litler may send

A oulti-tur ko Polend on the day efter tomorrow, Friday and
thet in cny event such an ultimatun noy be expected within

. werk ot the outside, (END SECTION TWO ),

E
*
€



TELEGRAM RECEIVED

PAP PARIS
This telegram must be
closely paraphrased be=-
fore being communicated
to anyone, (D)

ROM
Dated August 23, 1939

Seceretary of State
Washington

R B IR ML e R e . ) el

1553, August 23, 5 peme
Reports from Poland indicate that the Poles certainly
will fight. .
The Ruaanians are reported to be In a state of acute

anxiety and there is 1little confidence that they will re-

sist GErman pressure.

On the other hand reports from Hungary indicate that

LRl LT

Horthy and Teleki are remaining firm in thelr opposition _Ei
) L

to German threats and blandishments and are unwilling to |-

1 :\-J' f rih

genter the German® orbit,

Reports from Yugoslavia indicate a determination on the
part of the Yugoslavs to maintain their independence. ’

Greece 1s reported to be absolutely determined to re-
sist any Itallan pressure and tc contemplate entering war
on the side of France and England,

It 1s still believed that in spite of the Russlian de-
fection, Turkey will enter war on the side of France and

England, and will occupy the Dodecantese.
All

|



PAP =2~ 1553, August 23, 5 PeMa (SECTION THREE) from
PﬂRI 3
All reports from Spain tend to show that General

Franco's govermment will maintain o strict n;utrnlity.

Reports from Japan state that the JapankEse Government

has been completely bewildered by the German action in

muking a pact with the Soviet Union, and that a great op=

portunity has been presented for England to 1mp0rv: her

relations with Japan.

The British Govermnment has glven no indicotlion of

weakening in 1its intention to support Poland, The French

Government remains d;ttrminid to fight in support of
Pﬂluﬁf.
(END MESSAGE)
'BULLITT

PEG:KLP
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PAP | PARIS

This telegram must be : !

closely paraphrased be= FROM pated August 23, 1939
fort being communicated

to anyone. (D) Rec'd 2:20 pem,

Secretary of State
Washington

RUSH
1557, August 23, 6 p.n, (SECTION ONE

The Hungarian Minister who returned from Budapest
this morning called on me this afternnon. He sald that
the . information of the Hungarian Governaent indicated that
Germany intended to rake war on Poland the end of thils week.
Ciano hnd told Csaky that while he and lMussolinl knew
that war on the side of Germany would be uhpopular in Italy
they felt that no nation would ever moke an agreenent egain
with Italy 17 Italy agnin repeated the pefformance.of the
var of 1914 and refused to zive support to. Gernarniy at this
time, If Geriiany should go to war with Poland therefore
Italy-weould narch by the side of Germiany.

(END SECTION ONE)

BULLITT =



AC '

This telegram must be
closely paraphrased be-
fore being communicated
to anyone, (D)

Seceretary of State

Washington

RUSH

1557, August 23, 8 pe.me (SECTION TWO)

1" Hungarian Minister said that Germany had put no
pressurc whatsoever on Hungary to permit the passage of
German troops and had not offered Hungary any portion of
Slovakiae The question of the passage of German troops
through Hungary had not been ralsed in any of Csaky's
talks. He said that Csaky's vislt to Ribbentrop was
motivated by the simple fact that if you were a small stale
next to a very bilg one you tried to be polite to the big .
One.

Caaky's visit to Frick on the other hand was an
attempt to get information as to Fitler's vcal inten-
tions, Frick had fﬁlksd to Csaky in a hair ralsing
manner and had stated that Hitler was convinced that he could
starve England to death by alirplene attacks on Fritish
merchant shippinge Frick also had indicated that Hltler
was likely to make waf on Poland the end of this week.

Csaky hand been se shocked by the shatements that
Frick hnd made £8 him that he had dnshed to Italy to see

Cinno.




- 2 = #1557, August 23 (SECTION TWO) from Paris

(END SECTION TWO)

BULLITT

NPL

o G




AC. - TELEGRAM RECEIVED
This telegram must be Parls
closely paraphrased be=

fore being communlcated Dated August 23, 1939
to anyonee. (D) . :

Secretary of State

Vlashington

RUSH

1557, August 23, 6 peme (SECTION THREE)

The Hungarian Minister assured me three times that there
was no chance of Hungary Joining Germany and Italy in war
against France, England and Pola;ﬁ and added that although
Hungary ?culd not make any declaration of neutrality, Hun-
gary would, in fact, remain neutral,

The Hungarian Minister went on to say that the news

of the German-Russian agreement had greatly angered those

Elements in Hungary which were anti-German; but on the

whole the Hungarian Government thought that two advantages

to Hungary might accrue from it: (1) There could be no
further talk about an anti=comintern pact which woulﬁ be-
a rslizf.to Hungary: (2) now that Rumanians knew that

they could expect no support from the Soviet Union, thzﬁ;
would be apt to treat the Hungarian minoritices in Rumanfé

with much more politeness and decency., (END OF MESSAGE)

BULLITT
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' no 1llusions as to the attitude the British Govermment

: - E | Rt
REB TELEGRAM RECEIVED ot\

This telegram must be ﬁﬁ\

closely paraphrased be- PARIS

fore being communicated :

to.anyone. (D) ; FROM Dated August 23, 1939

Ree'd 4:14 p. M.

'Sgeretary of Stgtr,
Washington.

RSH

grancm ROR THE ACTING SECRETARY. .

Th: British Charge d'Affaires in Paris has just
called on me and 1nfnrﬁéﬁ me in the utmost confidence that
the message from Chamberlein which Henderson, British
Ambassedor in Berlin, delivered to Hitler today was in the
following sense: .

Chamberlain expresses the hope that Kitler was under

Jily

would take in cese Germany should attack Poland., Great «

R

Britain would make wer at once in support of Poland. HE :

continued to hope, however, that such a catastrophe as
general European war could be averted and if the German
Government and the Polish Govermment should desire to

hﬁve o direct discussion of the subjects in dlspute betwegegEn
them the British Government would be glad to attempt to
create the atmosphere necessary to make such discussions

possible.



AC :

This telegran ph:u“db : : . nl"'“'hrh

closely paraphrased be- FROM

fore being communicated . Dated August 23, 1938

- to anyone D
Y Rl Rect'd 4:40 pems

Secretary of State
Washington

RUSH

15€0, August 23, & pemes (SECTION TWO)

The British Charge d'Affaires added that he had
delive~ed a copy of this message to Daledicr and s copy
to Bonnet and that hnth had sald that they considered it
a good movEse '

He asked mslwhat I thought of it anﬁ.i replied that
it sounded to me like the preparation for a new Munich
but that it was extremely difficult for me to express
any oplnions since I had not seen the text of the message
and that everything depended on the exact words used and
. the spirit behind them,

i\\ﬁThE British Kinister sald that he was certain that
the statement with regard to Great Britain's Intentions to
support Poland was so strong that the message eould not be
consldered as a preparation for o new "appeasement" in

the Munich manner, He added that he had not yet received

any Information from Henderson as to the reception he had
recelved from Hitler, : =
(END SECTION TWO)

RULLITT
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REB

This telegram PEEEGRAM RECEWE?

closely paraphrased be-

fore being communicated———

to anyone. (D) Dated August 23, 1939

FROM Rec'd 4:25 p. m,
Secretary of State, i

Washington,.

RUSH

1560, August 23, 9 pe me (SECTION THREE)

He asked me what steps if any the President of the :
United States might be about to take to prevent the outbreak
of war and T replicd that I had no information on this
sub ject, |

On the subject of the German-Russian agreement the
British Minister said that Molotov had received the
British Ambassador in Moscow yesterday and had talked to
him in the most insulting manner. Molotov had seid that
it has been obvious to the Soviet Govermment that Great
Britain had been completely insincere throvghout 1its
negotiations with the Soviet Government and had not
desired to reach apn agreement. Since this was cleer the .
British Government should have no objection to the Soviet
Government concluding o non-aggression pact with Germany.

Molotov had, however, indicated that he hoped thé
military missions would remain in Moscow and that pressure

would



REB

2-#1550.-Er?§d£nri!$ Aug,.23,9pem,
Ec. Three)

would be brought to bear on Poland to permit the passage
of Soviet troops,

' The British Minister said that the British Government
agreed with the French Government that it unﬁmﬁaairablt :
to leave the military missions in Moscow for the present,

(END OF MESSAGE)
BULLITT
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CJd

This telegram must DE PARIS
closely parcphrosed be=
fore being communicated - Dated August 24, 19359

to onyonee (D) :
L Rec' d 1:02 pem,

Secretary of State,
Huahingtcn;

1565, August 2<, 1 pems

CruF IDETITAL

The information of the French General Staff indicates
that thz.ndnuzntration of German troops against Poland will
be. completed not later than Friday eveninge It 1s believed
that the only question in doubt is the question of the

exact date on which Hitler will provokE war with Poland,

BULLITT
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED |,
This telegram must be PARIS W\ o V2
closely paraphrased be= ¥
fore being communicated o Dated August 24, 1939 °
to anyonee (D) ~ FRrom

Rec'd 12:15 pem,

Secretary of State,
Washington, : :

1568, August 24, 3 pem.

STRICTLY CONPIDTNTIAL. _

The British Ambassador who returned from London this
morning said to me that he had had a long talk yesterday
with Ghamberiain and Falifax, They ﬁ?re both of the opinion
thnf war was inevitable and that while Effnrfs to prevent
war should be continued to the last moment such efforts
would prove to be futlle. ThE_Britiah.&qbassadnr'aaid
that both Chamberlain and Halifax were absolutely determined

to support Poland in case of war between Poland and GeErmanye

BULLITT
KLP .
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

cJ R T T

A portion of this meassage PARIS

must be closely paraphrased »
before being comrmnicated toFROM Dated Auguat 24, 1939
anyonee (br)

Rec'd 2:03 pems

Secretary of State,

Washington,

1569, August 24, 4 pem.

This morning's Council of Ministers reviewed the
International situation in Ehs 11:ht of most recent develop= §
ments particularly with regard to the Russo=German "neutral é
allience" pact and t;;naid:rsd the military measures neces= q
sary to meet conditions. Shortly after the meeting the !
Havas agency put out a story to the geffect that the Prime
Minister will soon address the nation on the need for
national union and thet he will probably form a national .i"
union governmente The Socialists this morning began to :
clamor in their press for the immediate convocation of
the government, -

Three groups of militoery reservists totaling about /ﬁ%'
400,000 in oll heve already DEen called to the colora
today and it is rumored that by nightfall three more

groups will be ocalled.

(END OF SECTION ONEJ. :

BULLITT
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Secretary of State

TELEGRAM RECEIVED
NC

A portion of this telegram PARIS .
must be closely paraphrased

before being communicated  pFrom Dated August 24, 1939
to anyone, ?ER}

Rectd 2305 pema

Washington

1569, August 24, 4 pems (SECTION TWO).

Information az to the nature' and the size of these

<
Jy

” ]
groups 1s withheld from the public but it 1s obvious to -ks
everyone from the steps that are being tnlien that France is Ejﬁ
speedily manning her frontiers on a war basise ThE g&g
militery requisition law has also been put iﬁéo force and :aa

motor cars and other automotive equipment are now being ,.
takEn OVEr, .
(GRAY) While it was generally thought yesterday morne=
ing t*at the then impending RuasaQGErman agsreement would be
framed along the usual lines of non=-ag;res:sion pacts the
press nevertheless dealt with the subleet as If the agree-
ment contemplated was of much wider scopees Under the cir-
cumstances there was no leeway for expression of surprise wher
the true nature of the agreement was revealed early this morn-
ing nor had yesterday's comment left anything unsaid of a
condemnatory nature of the course that the Soviet Govermment
has followeds Today's press is much less firm than yesterday
on the score that France and England musttrzsist force by
superior forcee (End of Message)

BULLITT
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This telegrom must be PARIS

closely parcphrased bee 4

fore being communicated Dated August 25, 19839
go anyone. (br) From

Reeld 6:04 o.m,

Secretary of State,
Washington,

1581, August 25, 7 a.m,
We were informed last evening by General Giraud who
1s a member of the French Supreme War Council that the .
(million? f
Reich now has three billion men mobilized and is fully '

prepared for an attack against Poland, According to the

BL6/29°009L

General the French are exerting every effort to induce the
Poles to maintain their sang froid -in order that it may not
possibly be said with the slightest regard fo_r the truth
that anyone but Germany 1is the aggressor, He astated also
that the French Govermment is fully aware that an-sxtsnsion—
campalgn is under way in the United States to persuade
American public opinion that Poland is the aggressore

He asserted that French mobilization is procesding in
methodical rhythm and that morale is high, He expressed

his firm convietion of the imminence of a general European

WL s =
=
3
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BULLITT -
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This telegram must bE PARIS
closely peraphrased FROM
befort being communicated Dated August 25, 19839

to anyone, (D=1)
Rec'd 5:85 '_"

Secretary of State
Washington

1593, August 25, 6 pems (SECTION ONE).

Daladier lunches alone with me today and discussed
every aspect of the present situation,

He said that he was profoundly grateful for the message
of the President to the King of Italy and also rf:;r the
President's messazes to Moscickl and Fitler, He felt that
thr President had done more than any other man had done

or could have done to avert war,
If‘ Germany should attack Poland there wes no question
whatsoever 2bhout the result, Both France and Englend would
march et once to the ussistance of Poland. He hed now
mobilized 1,900,000 men, He di:-*'. not wish to introduce
genercl mobilizction yet because this ineasure would stop
the normal Economic life of the couniry and would put the
country virtvnlly under tiu—: rale of the ormy....
(END SEOTYCY CNE)

3ULLITT
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NC

This telegrom must be  ———— PARIS

closely peraphrased y
before being communicated . Dated August 25, 1939
to cnyones (D) FROM :

Rec'd 5:14 p.m.
Secretary of State

Wasghington

1593, August 25, 6 p.m. (SECTION TWO )%

He wos certcin, however, thot the German Government now :f%
reclized thet Pronce was in ecrneste The Germen Militory 3
Attoche hoed colled at the French Ministry of War todoy to %
say that if the French should continue to mobiline men on the ﬁﬁ
Germen frontier the German Government would have to order Ejé
general mobilization. The reply hod been thit the French m;;
would continue to mobilize, : mds

Dalodier said thot he was fully aware thot there were g

glements in Germny.ond Itely strongly opposed to war cond
thet he would order 1l French rcodio stotions to keep |
pounding the President's mesacge to Hitler into Germon ecrs.
Fe hcd no indier tion whatsoever thot there wos any wecken-
ing in Hitler's determinotion to cttock Polond.
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s TELEGRAM RECEIVED /"

L
This telegram must bE PARIS %
closely paraphrased be=- _ i
fore being communicated . Dated August 25, 1939
to anyone (D) FROM

Reetd 11:20 p.m,

Seeretary of State 3#'

~ Washington \:' 8
7

1693, August 25, 6 p.m. (SECTION THREE) ' ”;’

Two most satisfactory pleces of news had reached b

him today. The Spanish Military Attache in Paris had O}

ecalled on General Gamelin to state that Qtneral Franco Cii

would 1like to conclude at once with France a treaty of %f

O

commerce and amity. He had dictated, himself, a reply
which he had ordered sent at once to Spain ncuzpiing

at once this proposal,

A1l his information from Marshal Petaln indicated
that the Spaniards were deeply relieved that the
conclusion of the German pact with the Soviet Union
had relieved Spain of any obligations to take a hostile
attitude toward France,.

The second pitce of good news was that the Turkish
Government had 1nfqrm£d the French Ambassador arriniallf
that it would stand by its alliance with France and
England and would fight by their side if necessary. He
had ordered General Weigand today to leave at once for
Syria with an ;dﬂitinﬁal division of French troops which

would act with Rumanian in cast of war,

v

o lu;;uupuuoq

With




HRE 2-#1503 From Paris Aug 25, 6 p.m. (Sec 3)

With regard to internal politics Daladier sald
that if he should be obliged to deeree general mobiliza-
tion he would reform his cabinet immediately. He would
reduce the size of the cabinet from sixteen to twelve and
would certainly eliminate Mansy and take Leon Blum and
Louls Marin into the cabinet,

(END SECTION THREE)

BULLITT
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cJ : = 64 / M
This telegram must be —————— PARIS

closely paraphrased be=- th

fore being communicated : Dated August 25, 1939
to anyone., (D) .- FrROM ,

Secretary of State,
-Washington,

1693, August 25, 6 p.m. (SECTION FOUR).

He had &Mtt decided whether or not to include
Flandin uyfb%but was inclined to exclude both of them,

Daladier said that he had 150 officer»s in important
points observing the mobilization. Thelw reports almost
brought tears to his eyes, He stated thuat the stoielsm and
quict courage of the men called from thz-if homes wﬁa beyond
praise,

1 desire to add my own observetions to this statemente.
Never hos ony netion confronted ¢ war of t:he; mo3at terrible

gsort with zrecter cclm or COUrngeEs

Dclrdier seid that he vas so incensed by the attitude

| | of the communist papers in Paris which subaidized from

| Moscow are now saying that France <iou'd not fight in

support of Poland that he intended to seize the Soviet
subsidized HUTAN TS tonight, He said that he would rather
have his strujzle with the communists now than later. It

L]
was




-2- #1593, August 25, 6 pem. (SEC. FOUR), from Paris

was obvious the French comunists with certain rare ex-

ceptions owed t eir alleglance to the Soviet Union and not -

to Franée and it was better to have zn:uled in the open
than hidden in corners.

(END OF MESSAGE).
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; TELEGRAM RECEIVED 3
EMC FROM PARIS “
This telegram must be ]
closely paraphrased be- Dated August 25, 1939 1
fore being communicated '
to anyone  (BR) Rec'd 7:51 p. m. 3
|i
Secretary of State ;
Washington g
~ 0O
RUSH f'.i
&7 1509 August 25, midnight, (SECTION ONE,) o
- b D
Y Cones DRI AT P
As I told the President over the telephoi.- this E
evening Ronnet has just informed me that Hitler saild to hE
the French Ambassador in Berlin this afternoon that while i
he dld not intend to attack France he ocould no longer °
tolerate the marner in which the Foles were treating the
| German minority in Poland and must act,
Bonnet said that the whole tenor of the telegram 41

was such that he was obliged to consider Hitler's st%t-

—

ment a warning before action, HE believed that Hitleﬂ

o

would attack Poland almost immediately.
(END SECTION ONE,)

BEGL

BULLITT
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

C J?i.

Thls telegram must be
closely porsphrased bee= F P.LRIS
fore being ecommunicated i
to anyone (Br) Dated Aygust 25, 1939

Rec!d 11:20 pems

Secretary of State
Nwmmuur
: H“M!H

AUG

ntrm v or(

Bonnet televhoned to me vhile the nbove was Jeing typed

"fashington

RUSH

1599, :ugust &5, midnight (SECTION T ‘0)

to say that ufter stuidying the report of the French Lmbassador
in Berlin with his advisers in the Qual d'Orsay -he felt that
he would 1likc teo sany to me that vhile the Interpretation
given rbove of qiilar's intentlons was the most probable 1t

vas also posgible to put another interpretaticn on Hitlerts

words since he had soid thnt he did not desire EENEral

Europenn war, e vos not quite sure that Hifler's vords
did not indicnte n desire to settle the question of
Denzig by negotiation,

(END MESS..GE)

BULLITT
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CA
From PARIS _
D,ted Lugust 26, 1939
Rec'd 10:35 Pelle August ?5.

Secresary of State

Washinzton DIV

OF STATE

. '. 'm‘
RUSH .

t
1600, .ugust 26, 2 aeme (SECTION ONE “ b

STRICTLY C I rTiL
The Poland ,mbazsador at my request called Beck on

the telephong, the cormunicotion being estoblished by way

i

i
i
i
:
3
(@
&)
o
N
~
(e

of London cnd Rign, the direct dines vin Germany hoving
beenn cut br the Germinde )

=eck znid thot he hod glven Jmbaugader Flddle President
Moseclcki's reoly to the President's messtZe ot 19£GG mide=
night Paris time, 7:00 p;m. “laghington tine,
~died thet the reply exprestes deen gratitude to the

Preaident ©or hicz- efforts-to preserv: peEnce; accepts the pro=
¥ 3
2 p

: St =

posal of direct ncgotintlion with Germnnyg ~ecepts conellint«o
oo

jon aided by an honor~ble neutr~l; omits to mention ~rblir.té®

jon vhich the Poland Govermnment-lins always refused to ~dmit ﬁé
on the principle thot vhen bendit reached for your o
there 1is nothing to arbltrote; expresses the hope thet the

Presldent's notes will produce the result the President




s -=2-=1600 from Paris (SEC ONE)ee.

desires, and ends by calling attention to the fact thet

Poland is demanding nothing of Germanys
END SECTION ONE.

BULLITT
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CA - GRAY

FROM PARIS

Dated August 26, 1939
Rec'd 10:41 pems 25th
Secretary of State

Washinztan

AUG £6 1

RUSH _ e = .
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

1600, ‘August 26, 2 aeme (SECTION T:0) !
I talkcﬁ_with Bonnet again ﬁbout'ﬂoulondrc's conversation
wlth Hitler., He said thgf_aftEr a careful study of the con=
versation of the French Ambassador with Hitler heg felt that
he hod been too pessimistic when he had first talked with
me, His first_intsrpretation was probahly-ccrrsct but
Hitler seemed to be genulnely afraid to provoke general
European war and 1t might be that in the end Hitler would
prove to be rendy for .negotiationsg
I have telephoned the substance of the above to the
President, !
(END MESSAGE)

BULLITT
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED T »
. - b i
FrROM
Thiu telegram must be PARIS
closely paraphrased bE=-
fore beEing communiocated Dated August 25, 1939

to anyonee - (D)

Secretary of State,

Washingtone

TRIPLE PRIORITY, RUSH.

1608, August 26, noon (SECTION ONE).

gEonce FOR TWE PRESIDENT AND THE EEGRET&RY-

T now have the full gxplanation of Bonnet's stt;gmrnt
to me that Hitler's talk with Coulondre was & warning
before action and his subsequent tzlzphnneicall saying that
there were signs that Hitler might.dzsirz to enter into nego-
tiationa, SEE My rush 1509, August 25, midnighte :

1. have Just had read to me at the Quai d4'Orsay thshr
telegrams of Coulondre, French Ambassador in Berlin, on hia
conversation with Hitler and Henderson's conversation with
Hitlere |

Hitler said to Coulondre that he had summoned him to
say that he had no desire to have war with France, He had

no claims against Francts Personally he renounced all

claima to Alsace=Lorrainte.

BULLITT I
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fore being commnicated

cJ : : !
This telegram must bE PARIS

closely paraphrased beE= FROM
Dated August 26, 1939

to anyones (D)
s  Rec'd 8:30 a.m,

Secrctary of State, ¢
Washingtonse

TRIPLE PRIORITY., —RUSH. -
1506, Al =3
August 26, noon (SECTION TWO) .

The French had, however; given carte blanct- to the

: PolPs and thc Poles WEYE acting in a manner that no cElf="

respecting state could endure, If such actions should cons
tinue he on his side would have to act with force.

Hitler's volce ‘then rose and he screamed out a series
of imaginary Polish atroe.ﬂ.tias against the German minority
in Polande After this he said thet he would rzgr:t"war
with France; but that he was ready for it. He knew that
the French were a brave nation 1like the Germans and that
they would expect to w;n. He élso would expect to win
eapecially sin;:rz his agreement with the Soviet- Union was
e positive onee If France chose to make a general European
war m,it of the action which he would be obliged to take if :

the Poles should continue their present behgavior, there

would DE WQl'e

BULLITT
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AC 7% TELEGRAM RECEIVED
This t gl?srlm must bE Paris
closely paraphrased De=—
fore being comm nttd Dated August 26, 1939
to anyone., (D)
FROM peota 9:23 awm.

Scar:tury of Sta%bﬁj

WnaQ}ngtnn

o090

|

NoTHY.

s

THﬁ? PRIORITY RUSH

.156} August 26, noon. (SECTION THREE)

Hs_il;;'"tn_mid something vague which indicated that
he ss:m@h to have in his head some sort of an idea
about ar 1 xchange of minority populations between
Poland i% Germany, He then returned to the alleged
Polish EF nnitiss against the German minority and ended
his talﬁi g with the French Ambassador on a highly
hslligg‘? t note.

ok

[
Ambassador!s telegram that Bonnet gave me the informa-

s immediately after r:czipt of the French

tion that he considered Hitler's statements to Coulondre

a warning béfore action.

A few minutes later Bonnet received a telegram
from Coulondre giving the report that his British
colleague,~Henderson, had made to him with regard

to his conversation with Hitler.

BULLITT
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~
He desired Henderson to convey a mESSAgE to his ;
Government positively not by telegraph or telephone but only

by word of mouth,

The message was that he, Hitler, was prEpar:d to con=

assure Great Britain that although he needed colonles and

would continue to demand them, this demand need not be ful=-

sider a certain measure of disarmement and he desired to E
ﬂ &
?E

f111ed for four or five years and GErmany need not require
the same colonies which she had lost after the War of 1914,

BULLITT :
HFD .

1 '?l %) _:

gcl;u ‘li'.tll:gram must bE gt PARIS g
geggzybﬁzm&rﬂmﬁicatsd D‘t'ﬂ August 26, 1939 Ot
. Secretary of State ; s / ’f/ F} -
Yashington' : : Lo g IJ
TRIPLE PRIORITY. P
RUSH _ 5 1
1606, August 26, noon, (SECTION FOUR) :;-:
Hitler sald t'n.t'hE British Ambassador that e did not Th
desire to have war with OGreat Britaine The cruelties which :
the Poles were 1nflicting on Germans in Pt&:-'lalnd, if continued,
would oblige him to take military action against the Polese.



TELEGRAM RECEIVED ol /M

PAP '* ! PARIS

This telegrom must be FroM

closely paraphrased be- Dated hLugust 26, 1939
fore beling cnnmunicat:dl

to anyone. (D) Rec'd 8:50 a.m,

Secretary of State
Washington

TRIPLE PRIORITY. = RUSH.

1606, August 26, noon (SECTION FIVE)

He said that he was in-desperate n::ﬁ of timber and
oilstuffs of anll sorts.

His demands against Poland still remained the attach-
ment to the Releh of Danzig and the gstablishment of a
strip of territory acfosa the corridor to Danzig and from
Danzig to Epst Prussia so that East Pruasia ﬁauld bE
connected dlrsctiy through German territory with the Reich.

It mightiulao be necessary to agree with the Polish
Government to exchange the German minority.in Polind against
the Polish minority in Germany.

He requested Henderson to leave for London at the ear=
1iest possible moment and to return with the reply of the

British Governmment to the atatements that he had made.

. BULLITT
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cJ FrOM

This telegrcm must be PARIS

closely paraphrased be-

fore being communiceted Dated August 26, 1939

to anyones (D)
-Reec'd 8:50 oem,,

Secretary of State,
Woshing® ne

TRIPLE PRIORITY. RUSH,
1606, August 26, noon (SECTION SIX).

Henderson expressed the opinion to Coulondre that

| Hitler would not make war during the 48 hours neécessary to

| receive the replye

It was after the recd pt ﬁf this message from Coulondr
that Bonnet telephoned to me and said that it appeared
that Hitler did not desire a general European war and might
be ready for negotiation.

I was informed by Leger and Rochat this morning that
the French Awmbassador in Berlin had informed the Polish
AmboegadoP in Berlin aboﬁt Hitler's remarks about the Exe-

change of populations and that the Polish Ambass~ior had

informed Beok.
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o TELEGRAM RECEIVED | ?%/f"'fﬁ"

This telegram must be PARIS : ‘
closely paraphrased - ’ _ :
before being communicated Dated August 264TCkE

to anyone, ?D} FROM

SeEcretary of State

Washington “ g ¢

0]

-

TRIPLE PRICRITY. RUSH. 3..'.::_
1606, August 26, noon. (SECTION SEVEN) o
As you lmow both Leger and Rochat are intensely &g'
opposed to a policy of another Munich and absolutely o0
m
determined that France and England shall support Polands Q
I asked them both if they did not fear that Henderson's i

conversation with Hitler was the prelude to British action

designed to disintegrate Polish resistance, They both :
replied that there was not the slightest indicatlion of any ;
such weakening on the part of Great Britain and both g
assured me that France would oppose any such betrayal of j
Peland to the end, :
1'
END MESSACE, . "
BULLITT 3 1
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communicate to Hitler based on Hitler's statements to

- L]

TELEGRAM RECEIVED

MA S Paris
This telegroam nust be
closely porcphrnsed
beEfore bzinfncmnunicntzd.

FrROM
Dated August 26, 1939
to anyone. (D-1) Rec'd 3 pefte /& 1

Secretory of State
Washington

RUSH _
1610, August 26, 6 peMa
STRICTLY CC.ribeEWTiil

Daladier said to me today that he had already sent a

2¥01/29° 0082

reply to Coulondre French Ambassador in Berlin to

Coulondre reported in my Number 1606, August 26, noon.

>
He had stated that France had not the slightest desire ?

to go to war but that France had given a p::t}mis!: to Poland f::‘_

to support Poland in case of German attack on Poland and so 2

far as possible this promise would be fulfillzc}. It was’ A

the hope of the French Government that the dispute between E':;I

Poland and GErmeny could b direct negotiation g |

between the Polish and German governments., g -
(END SECTION ONE) i :
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MA Paris
This telegram must be FROM
closely paraphrased before Dated August 26, 1939 .
te communicated to anyone,
(D=1 Rec'd 3:10 pem,

Secretary of State
Washington

pivision OF
£ UROPEAN AFFATRS

AUG 28 1939

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

RUSH
1610, August 26, 6 p.m. (SECTION
Daladisr odded thot at the same time thet He had sent

this message for delivery to Hitler he hod ordered the
mobilization of another 700,000 men, Tomorrow on the French
frontier there would be 2,550,000 soldiers.

We discussed at great length Hitler's remarks to
Henderson the Britlsh Ambassador to Berlin, Daladier said
that he had as yet received no communicction from the British

Government on this subject; but he would make certain that

=

—_— =

the British Govermment should not permit Henderson to
lay the basis for a new Munich. He d4id not believe, however,
that the British Government would attempt to do such a thing,
(END MESSAGE)

BULLITT
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HR

This message must bE
closely paraphrased be-
fore being communicated
to any onee (C)

Paris
Dated August 27, 1939
Rec'd 4:57 p.m-‘

Secretary of State DIVISION OF
Washinzt AN AFFaRg
as on
e 28 1909
1618, August 27, 8 pefs MENT OF STATE

COMTITC I have been i:ﬂ'orrnzd by Bonnet gnd

i
= e bl AL L A

other orfficials of the Foreign Office that from the French

Ambassador in Rome and a number of other 3ources the For=

gelgn Office has received reports which have created the
impression that while Mussolini is going through the
rﬁntiana of preparing to bring Italy into wer on the side
of Germany he intends at the last minute possibly EveEn
after general mobilization on all sides to suggest a brief

period of delay before the beginning of hostilities for

an mdi.ntz

by & large series o
officinl declaration whatever to this effect by any

)

¢ small facts and 1s not based on any 5
L1

6EBL 63

responsible of ficiel of the Itelian CGovernment,

(End Section One)

BULLITT

CSB

conferences This impression has been roduced
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This messege must be ——  Tords
closely paraphrased be-

fore being communicated Dated August 27, 1939
to any ont, (C) FROM
; Rec'd 4:52 p.me
Secorctary of State ~ Division or 1
Lk 1 FIIRNPEAN AFFarRg ;
i Washington AUG £8 1939 fj

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

1618, August 27, 8 pems (Section two) i

There are sizns also t.ﬁat Hitler may be afrald to
turn loose & general Europecn war but there is no single
bit of authentic officiacl infarmction thet vroves this
contestlon,.

Dalcdier said to me this morninz that he was not
(repeat not) convinced thet Hitler would be afreld to

fight,.
The conclusion of the French Govermment is that the

OLS 2901/:9° 0092

D N e i e, LR LN, VR LY

real "war of nerves" will begin after the reply of the

El

British Government to Hitler's proposal to Henderson hes
been received in Berlin ond that Hitler and hMussolini
mcy be expected to supply o series of cold and warm
doucheg in an attempt to break dovm the present strong
resclution of France, Englﬂnd'nnd Poland.

It will not (repeat not) break in either France or

Polond. (End Measage)

BULLITT
CSB
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED ‘“ g
; - R =
e .
-
FroOM ;
HR :
This message must be PARIS !
closely peraphrased be= E
fore being communicayed Dated Aurust 27, 1939 3
to anyone, (D) St
; Rec'd 8:20 pem. =
Q? @

L]
Secretary of State, Q‘?‘ 3;’
Washington, 7,/ J? ?,J\ AN *"'“" e
28 1939 o
e :] ]
STRICTLY CCourT ooy er L—--* ol
In the course of our conversation tonizht Daladier &gi
said that in spite of the feeling of many persons thet all :_E

the messoges thnt. Hitler was a:nding end hlia follure to

make wop while the French army was beilng moblllzed indicated

el Sl i

that Hitler mizht be afraid to face the lssue, ne: could
see nothing in Hitler's latest note which indicat.d that :
Hitler was weakening in his determinction to make war if |
nﬁaeaanry to zet Denzig,

While I wos at the Ministry of Woar however 1 talked
with Daladier's two closest acdvisors and both expressed
the opinion that Hitler would not dere to moke war,

T UepPIRON

(End Sgotion One.) =
EULLITT
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be closelyparaphrased be=- PARIS

CA . FROM '
This telegram must

fore bel communicated to
D)

anyone ( Dated August 27, 1939

Rec'd 8B:
~ DIWISION OF
Secretary of State " EUROPEAN AFFawRS
Washington AUG EB 1939
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

1620, August 27, midnight (SECTION TWOT
Incidentally there is no truth whatever in the rumors that
the French Government has made any offers to the Itallan
Government, It 1s Daladi:r}a conviction that if the French
Géﬁernmznt should try to buy off the Italians at the pr;uznt
time the concessions to Italy would be interpreted in Germany
merely as a ﬁign that France was afrald of war and would
encourage Germany to make war on Poland, From an unimpeachable
sﬁurcE.I learn that the NAZIS in Germany are saying to each
other that France 1s about tﬁ Eive Tunis to Italy and that
this indicates that FPrance 1s afraid to fight which ﬂohfi?d!?

Daladier's oplnions

BULLITT
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Rec'd B:50 p.me

'TELEGRAM RECEIVED : ’:
Ca :
This telegram must be FROM y
closely paraphrased beE=- PARIS A
fore being communicated - ;.
to anyone (D) D, ted August 27, 1939 4
:

Sedretary of State

DIVISION OF
* FUROPFAN AFFetes
AUG 28 1939

1620, August 27, midnight., (SECTIQN THREE)

Wgshington

e
g -

1 0F STATE

The improvement in the relations b

ol

Spain has been so extraordinarily rapid since the agreement

between Hitler and Stalin that Daladier sald to me somewhat
jokingly but not altogether that the man who today possibly
might draw Mussolinl away from his military alliance with

£°03S 6901/29°009L

P LAY
e Timmns e iiiegtn - o s e e A i s e L

Hitler was General Franco,

Daladier and several persons at the Forelgn Office said
to me today that the lmprovement in relations between France
and Japan since the conclusion of the pact between Germany and
the Soviet Union has been so great that the French Goverrnment .

would take active steps. at once to try to draw Japan into the

French British orbit and settle the war in China on a basis é
satisfactory to General Chiang Kal Shek If 1t were not fer :-?.
the simple physical fact that no one in Paris had time to F-
give to this problem, 3 9
- .
(EHQ E3SAGE) ol
BULLITT "‘I"'-
O
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AC TELEGRAM
This telegram must be
clo2ely paraphrased be-=
fore being communicated Dated August 28, 1939
to anyone, (D)

FROMpcctd 9:53 aum,

Secretary of State

i
Washington ‘ %
1622, August 28, 1 p.m. %
STRICTLY CCNPITENTIAT. L. e "-:ﬁ
Karl vuh Wiegand came from Germany on Saturday gE

where he was able to obtain information from his 9

customary close contacts iIn the German genrral staff. Uﬁ
He infcrms me- that the German general staff has

L

stated to Hitler that an attack on Poland will be T
nothing more than a"bloody promenade” and that since
the Soviet Union may be :rxpe:ctsd to remain at least
neutral Germany can win a war against Poland, France
and England, In spite of these statements to Hitler

from the general staff, von Wiegand believes Hitler

AL = § 43S

will not dare to loose war.

Paris military information this morning indicates that _
all available trains in Germany are today transpvort- ig
ing units to the Polish frintier, that 50 reserve ;
divisi'nas have been mobilized and that the ecncentra- %

| 3

ticn of from 60 to 70 divisicns on the Polish frontier
will be completed within four or five days. It is
believed that Germany will not be fully prepared to

attack Poland for four or five days.
Information

5




- 2 = #1822, Adgust 28, 1 p.m. from Poris

Information from Italy indicates that military
measures being taken do not indicate a serious inten-

tion to engage immediately in war.

BULLITT
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PARTS ¢
1. FROM . tea August 28, 1939
Rec'd 3:15 peMe

Secretary of State
Washington !

1631, August 28, 5 peme
Signs connoting the approach of war are becoming

|
‘inereasingly evident to the population of Paris still in [
|

4

the citye It 1s estimated that perhaps a third of the
inhabitants are already in the provinces, Many of these l

 were absent on vacation when the orisis developeds For the

past two days the Government has been urging through the
medium of the press and over the radio that residents of the
sity, particularly old people and women ard chlldren,
leave at once wherever possibles The population 1s nlso
reminded constantly of the existence and whereabouts of the
bombproof shelters recently constructed throughout the citye
Paris at night is now the clty of almost complete darkness,
Last night's "blackout" was impressivily effective to the
loymnne i ) : = ,g

The press stabes that the Geriam, French n;% tE% Italo=
French frontiers nre closed, [ -

TElEphanic-ccrmunicntion outslde the countryhis reserved
gxclunivzly for official calls, Telephonic communications

o
wit}




..-m W; rh-:-a.--ﬂ.!'t;._.- g
. i L L

) _ ; B

NC <2« #1631 from PARIS, August 28, 1939

with the provinces reserved almost entirely for official
calls and such private calls as are completed must be in the
French language, Telegraphic communication outside
the tountry 1s also subject to e xtensive control, This does
not effect official messages, Private messages in code
are not accepted nor arc messages in a foreign language
unless "certified by the police", '

A decrce establishing full censorship of the press,
radio and photographs (including cinzmn} was published
in the 0fficial Journal this morning, (END SECTION ONE)

BULLITT
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REB TELEGRAM RECEIVED : -;
- GRAY J_

Paria

M
FROM patea August 28, 1039

.Rect'd 3:20 p. m,

Seocretary of State,

Washington,

1631, August 28, 5 pe m, (SECTION T

Judging from the press, the public as a whole 1s ! r;
strongly behind the Government in its determination not'
to glve way before Hitler's threat of force and in the '
precautionary measures mentioned above, The Communist !
press both in Paris and in the provinces has been
suppressed. Communist meetings are also prnhibit:d.
There has beEen no outery against these steps, it appears
that a large s:ctinn-nf the Communists have bEEn so - €
embarrassed by the Russo-German agreement as to conslder J
1t wise for the Communist Party in France to remain quiet

for the time being., The extremist section of the party
=

1s, of course, resentful of the measures which hnv:‘ﬁ"-., ;
deprived the Communists of any medium of :xpr:lliunéﬂ
Several abortive attempts have been made to r:gist:rﬁg

this resentment in mimeographed circulars and bulletins.

The police are most watchful with respeet to such efforts.

BULLITT
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED
CcJ FROM GRAY

PARIS

Dated August 28, 1939

Rec'd 2:55 p.m.

Secretary of State,

Washington,

1631, August 28, 5 p.me (SECTION THRE

Except for the Communists, the “Yovernment is being
suppoft:d in the oresent crisis by all shaces of political
" opinion in France, Today's press is unanimens in its praise
of Naladier's refusal to be drawn into uncertain negotiations
with Hitler, 5Svch division of opinion aa exists on the
international situation relates almost entirely to the
question. of whether or not Hitler is weakering, A portion
of the press interprets his approaches to the Eritish andI’ i
French Gﬁv:rnmznta as & sign of hesitation, These newse < E
papers therefore hope that it may yet be possible to n:goqn
'tiqte with Hitler but only on the basis of predetermined
conditions which would reapect the guocrantees that hove been - v
given to Polands Another section of the press is cnﬁvinuzd
that Hitler will not give way, While mony commentators be- g
lieve that the uﬂmpnnniivi ailence of Rome ot this time may |
presage some last minute action by Mussolini which might
moterially clter the situntion as 1t now appears, it 1s the|’

general L
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-2- #1631, August aa, 5 pems (SECTION rmr:sl, from Paris

gtnzm belief thl.t. war 1is ‘I"I!r'r near and that the quuﬂr-n

of ﬂhﬂh:r :I.t.- lhlll h: war or peace d.tp:ndl :nt!.r::l.{i upon
HitlEr. : - :

: BULLITT
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T?ia gzlzgrnm must be
closely paraphrased be=
fore belng communicated FROM

Dated August 28, 1939
to anyone. (D) Recds 7e45 pem. :

Sgeretary of State
1]

. Washington .

1638. August 28, 11 p.m.

STRICTLY ~°NTIDCITIAL.

I assume that you have received from Ambassador

(E9cagsy -

Kennedy the authentic text of the British note to

GErmany.
A most peculiar situation developed this after-

noon in Paris due to the failure of the Britlsh Government

1°03s 0g11/29°

to communicate to the French Foreign Office a complete
text of the note to Hitler, The summﬁry off the note in
the hands of the French Foreign Office aroused intense
susplcion that Great Britaln intended to attempt te
foree Poland to negotiate with Germany on the basls of
Hitler's proposal that Danzig should be rEturnEJ
irmediately to the Rslch.ﬁﬁgzt*‘aar wvith a strlp of B
territory ncross the I An entirely different 1

S

6T Te1juUe PEuocd

summary of the British note had been tclegraphed to

i
REE

Beck and a third and different swmary of .the note
waa communicated to Daladier,
(END SECTION ONE,.)
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HRE - _ : - E
PARIS -

closely para RECE[%@ :
fore being commnicated atEd August 28, 1939

to anyone (D) e T Ty e
Rec'd 93152 Dallle

seoretary of State FRoOM SRk e
Washington FIROPLAN AFFAIRS B
AUG 29 1939 |

(SECTION TWO ;
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Daladler an
at the British

1638, August 28, 11 pee

The swmarlies communicated to

contain the phrase which seemed to indicate th

Govermnment was contemplating of maneuver similar to the

grated Cz gchoslov akia.
ntisflzd/thz British

Eritish maneuver which disinte
[ ]

Daladier and Beck therefort WETE 8

reply whereas the officials of the French Foreign OfflcE

and the Polish Ambassad
Inasmuch as the British Ambassador,

or in Paris WETE acutely anxiouse.
Daladier and Bonn:_

1 assured me personally that the summaries they have

the note, I can EXPress no

~have al
are not the definitive text of
€ texts I have SEEDNe

opinion on the basls of th
ormed me that Beck on thE ‘

The Polish Ambassador has inf
E sunmmary tﬂt‘.graphzd to him has to
hat he is completely satisfiede.

basis of th 14 the

British Government t

(END SECTION TWO)
BULLITT

NPL
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