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the Polish Covernment the ‘Polish fGovernment would toke cction

TELEGRAM RECEIVED

VM FROM FPARIS

This message must be

closely paraphrased be=~ Dated Auzust 28, 1939
fore being communicated

to anyone, (D) Ree'd B:51 p.me

Secretary of State
DIVISION O

Washin tc:t_‘l. FIMOPEAN ATFaIRg

S AUG 29 1939
1638, August 28, 11 pem, (SECTION TFRYE)e 0
— DEPARTMENT OF STATE R
The Polish Ambassador, who.hes talked a
N
tonight assurcs me that the Polish Govermnment positively will Lg?
not negotiatc on the basis of Hitler's proposals of loaot -

March cnd April and if the British Covernment should attempt

to force cny ccceptonce of these proposcls of Hitler's on

ot once,

Dolodier stoted to me this evening thit he could see
nothing in the summary submitted to him which indicated that
the British Covernment intended to run out on 1ts pledges to

Polands On the contrary he considered the British note strong. 0

If the British should be cttempting to negotiate & new
appeasement behind the back of ﬁrancl and Polcnd which he did
not (repeat not) believe he woyld toke the strongest possible
1ine with the Eritish Govermment in the morninge

(END (F ME3SAGE).
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PAP
This telegram must be

closely paraphrased be- m' M
fare h{!.ng ua-u’&n!.ut:d‘
to anyone, (D) _

=~

Secretary of State:

Washington

1644, August 29, 1 pems

STRICTLY CONFTDENTTIAT. FOR THE SECRETARY

I have just read the officlal and authentlc text
of the note which Henderson handed to Hitler last night,
This text reached Paris at 10 o'clock this morning. |

It shows that the summaries which aroused appre-
hension in Paris last night that Great Britain might be
about to attempt to disintegrate Polish r:siaianu: WETE
misleading. , t

-

Briefly the British note states that Hitler's
communication to Henderson ralses two d:finité problems.
The first 1s the question of the dispute between Germany
and Poland and the second, the relatlons between Great

Britain and Germany.

(END SECTION ONE)
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PAP \ \
This telegram nust be

closely paraphrased be-
fore being commnicated [ ROM

to anyone, (D)

Secretary of State
Wanhington

1644, August 29, 1 p.m, (SECTION TVWO)
Gernany 1s reminded théﬁ the British Govermment
has entered intc engagements to protect the independEnceE
of Poland and that these engagements will be fulfilled,
The opinion is expressed that the best way to
settle the dispute between Poland and Germany 1s by direct
negotiation between those two countries and that any

settlement reached should be guaranteed by other powers,

The note states that the Polish Government has
informed the British Government tﬂhh it will be glad to

enter into negotiations with the German CGovernment
on this bnsis,
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MID TELEGRAM RECEIVED

This telegram must be ——  Dated August 29, "1939,

closely paraphrased
before bring communicated FROM Rec'd, 9:20 a., m.

to anyone, (D) 3% _ )y
DIVISION o i :“!' :
'H.IH'J'I"LMI AlFAin i 11'} 4L

Segeretary of State, e A '
AUG2 91938 g =

Washington.
| DEPARTMENT OF sintt i

1644, August 29, 1 p, m, (SECTION THREE)

Hitler is reminded that in his d:ularafian of last

April he acknowledged Poland's interest in Danzig.

Reference is made to the necessity of both Poland and

W TR L e s i

Germany restraining publication of unfounded rumors of

4

i AN

atroclities,
The promise is then made that if a solution should be

reached by Germany and Poland through direct negotiations,
Great Britain would be glad to disguss at once with Germany
economic problems and disarmament.

In my opinion the note 1s excellent and shows no in-
ulination_nn the part of Great Britain to play the same
role vis a vis Poland that Great Britain played vis a vis
Czechoalovakla.

Bonnet who gave me the note said that he was completely
satisfied by it, He felt that Germany certainly would not ;

epguon

Bl

vl

make war without further negotiations.
Hitler, he understood from Berlin, intended to reply to

the British note this afternoon.
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' EUROFLAR Al :
: ¥ID FROM | paris
;[ ' DEPARTMEN]
5 This telegram must bE ‘“ﬂﬁf?ﬂ’huguat 205 1939,
closely paraphrased
1 before being communicated Rec'd, 9:45 a, ms
J to anyone, (D)’ 4
: L
' ! \ ‘r ‘.'.
' Seeretary of State, : o & ]
! 1 k." e
Washington, .
i I L f
| A 1644, August 29, 1 p. m. (SECTION FOUR)

| Whatever the outcome of these British-German negotin-

A: tions his information from Italy was that Mussolini was

TJGH“S becoming inereasingly reluetant to go to war on the side of i
: i Germany amgainat Froance and England. Since the conclusion :
% of the German-Russian agreement Huaaolini seemed to hE nle= 4
must without 1nf1u£nce on Hitler., The Italians were begin- ;
ning tn suapent that the é;;;;ﬁ:huasian agreement went much b
ﬁ1h%.*11 further than commonly assumed and that Hitler no longer cared

greatly about Mussolini's ‘assistance and planned eventually

to swallow Italy.
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: 1 AUG2 91339
This telegram must be Paris it
closely paraphrased be- DEPARTMEN! v _
fore being communicated FRDM: ed August 29, ‘1939

to anyone, » (D)
Ree'd 10325 a.m.

Secretary of State
Washington

1644, August 29, 1 p.m. (SECTION FIVE).

ok

Rt T e

Under the circumstances an Italian intervention in
the form of a proposal of a general conference at the
:lcvenEh hour, Even after general mobilization on all sldes,
appearcd to be highly ().

Bonnet added thet Molotov would visit Berlin in the

1
.
bl
i
-
b

F ik

near future and stated that he had absolute proof that the
Soviet Government had just sold an enormous quantity of
: gasoline to the German Govermment, thus providing Germany

with the means it did not have to use to the full for a

long pericd its eir fleet and mechanlized units,

(END OF MESSAGE).
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This telegream must bE PARIS

closely paraphresed be- ,
fore being com unicated FROM pated Auzust 29, 1939

to onyone,s . (D) :
: Ree'd 1:44 p.m.

Secretary of Etnt:,

Wasringtone

1647, Auzust 29, 3 peme

s

STRICTLY COMFIDENTIAL.
; Daladier seid to me this afternoon thet he had singu-

Y larly little information of importance obut that there were

signs that at the last minute Hitler would not dare to go

0911/29°0001

! to war,
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3 TELEGRAM RECEIVED

] . This telegram must bg —F— FARIS

| | closely paraphrased

1 before being communicated Dated August 30, 1930
: to anyone, (C) FRrROM

th'd 7110 a.mg

w Seeretary of State Mh, b

DIVISION O

A
\T[I ROPLAN AFFaIRS
'\?‘ G 30 1939

ﬁ Washingten )

1 1659, August 30, 11 a.m, (SECTION ONE)

i | DEPARTMENT OFf STATE

1 g COVPITENTIAL,

]| \a = N, W l
. : .
TR A member of the German Embassy last gvening requeated a o
i} meeting with one of the offlicers of this mis=ion whom %Y= had (3
| o -
o met but once last wintrr and had not sEen sinee.,. T0F e rman V-
2| 1 ik
i sgeretary talked 4t scme 1lgngth ab:ut the subs rior tary B

position of Germany following the Russeo=-German pact.
' gave the nsual story that Mermany wotwld clesn up Fol

very bplef time, merely holding the French ' Briti

the west (with no aerial bombardments unless GFranny WETE

L
vombed first); that after a month or two th Prench. orn ST
aritish with-the Polish oroblem eliminats i ‘vroul *] {

| t " = -
nepgotlinte TDEQCE OF rensonable bhonails” .
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This telegram must be
closely paraphrascd bee .
fore being communicated FrROM Augud¥Isme °m 630
anyonr, (C) ROPEAN AIfA' s

v 06401939

Secretary of State,

Washinaton,

1659, August 30, 11 a.m, (SECTION TVO).
Rumania aﬁd fungar he said would remain neutral, Germany
would obta'n all the oil she needed from Belm b *¥\ ; Dlnubz
and Turkey in view of Ruaain's position would not dn;z to
acte In spite of his seeming confidrncs he was obviously
Gnxious to ascerfain our views as to whether the French would
not 'weaken at the lr:slt moment cnd apEmed somewhat Ik ot
indicotions we gzove him as te the confident obttitude of the
French Government cnd of the General SFaff.

He professed to belleve that peace wd 11 still be neE=
gotiated and spoke of the "very reasonable attitude Brok

had always adonted until the Poles had been Egged on by the

British",
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED r

AC iy o el
Thila tele ram must be Paris
closely par#hrased be-
fore being communiecated
to anyong, - (V)

FROH D"I"-Ef] AL:,_“..':T =

i Ade'& 12Y80N0f - .
\  FUROPEAN aFFains

Seeretary of Jtate J AUG 30 1939
: | E1NA

DEPARTMENT OF STATE J
!

1659, August 80, 1Y a.ms (SECTION THREE)

We told him that the Polish and German ‘positiens
8EEmed; so far apart that the way out was difficult te
pErcelve and  that! the "pesce front™ powers scened

HTS e e

quite prepared feor the elash,  He replied

.
. |
-
-
i

lately must Be German bub the Poles could be
omic faciliticrs there (hne clted Hambure for Czechoal

gnd-ong. could negotiate about: the Corridor™. . We rel

to Hitler's stipulation. that the Corridar must be

amiled,

m
3
m

b

and he

We zained the distinet impression thuft he had bBeep

laagt moment and on the attitude/ the mnited States in
the event of hoatlilities. . HE could have derive

comfort on el ther score. (END MESSAGE).
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This telegram must bE

closely porcphrosed bE=

fore being communicoted
Seeretory of Stoate, fﬁ
Woshingtone Ao ”‘1‘ r's
(0

to cnyones (D)
e %

1660, August 30, 11 a.m. (SECTION ONE ).
STRICTLY CORFIDENTIAL FOR THE PRESIDENT AND THE

RUSH.

SECRETARY. -
I have just read at the Foreign Office the account

which Henderson gavE Coulondre of hi:c eccnversation last

[ 3

nizht with Fitlere g

Wit ‘
Hitler in a condition of violent excitement atstzgd;t;imt

Poland because of the actions of the "dirty English™

hagd taken an intolerable position, He must have at _‘nmi'

delivered to him Danzig, the Corridor and the Polish pr:'?i- g

vinces of Pomerania and Silesia, Furthermore, he had
+ i

ready prepared an geonomic accord betweeEn Germeny and .
a4

Poland which he had reedy for signature by Poland. He
would wait twenty=four hours but if a responsible Polish
statesman did not come to Berlin to sign an agreement on

this basis within twenty=four hours he would crush Poland.

BULLITT




TELEGRAM RECEIVED A
AC a4
This telegram must be Paris ’

closely paraphrased be-
fore being communicated Frohf ted August 30, 1939

to anyone. (D)
Rec'd 7:25 a.m.

Secretary of State _ . )#f;d

: Washington

1660, _August 30, 11 a.m. (SFCTION TWO)

: : The British Ambassador replied that this statement

sounded like an ultimatum. He would like to have assur-

4 : :
' ance before transmitting any message to his Government

¢
that Hitler did not intend to make war without further
=3 notification.

Hitler replied that he could not give any promise

to refrain ffom war before consulting his assoclate

3 " power, the Sovlet Union. '
The Pritish Ambassador then said that a delay of

twenty-four hours was much too short. Hitler replied

minutes for a responsible

that 1t would take only elghty

Polish official to take & plane in Varsaw and reach

f : Berlin.
The British Ambassador asked how such an o/ “iclal

would be received and Hitler made it clear that he

would be received with the same officlal gourtesy as

STl TBI3USpLUOL

« Schuschnigg and Hacha.
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AC : -
This telegsram must be——Paris

closely paraphrased be- .
fdre being comrunicated Dated August 30, 1939

to anyone. (D) Thow

Secretary of State :
Washington

RUSH

1660, August 30, 11 a.m. (SECTION THREE)

Leger then asked to see me urgently. Whlile I was
with him he had in my presence a fifteen minufe conversa=
tion with Daladier on thelr direct telephone, _nelr
estimate of the situatlon 13 as follows.

Hitler 1s attempting to repeat step by step the
maneuver which won him Austria and Gzechogiovakia wﬁthuut
war,

They take it as certaln that Poland will not -weaken
and that no Pole will follow the footsteps of Schusnigg
and Hacha to Munilch.

They beliuve that Hitler wlll send a definite
ultimetum todsy and that at the last minute Mussolini
will intervene and proposée a general conference for the
settlement not only of the FPolish-Danzlg dispute but
of 411 othcr qucstions of natlonal demands including
hils own.

The position of Daladicr and Leger remains the
same>as that expréssed 1n the Britlsh note, , Thuy will

not




—

} - 2 - #1660, August 30, 11 a.m. (SECTION THRET) from Paris

? 2 ol

not be drawn into a general conference on the %ggprﬁf
Germdn dispute tn view of the conditions for peace with
Poland which Hitler gave last night to the British
Ambassador in London since acceptance of a conference
would ;m,lg a willingness to consent to the enslave-
ment of Poland in Germany.

They will insist that khe Polish dispute should .
be settled by direct negotiation between Germany and
Poland and that the larger questions should be reserved.
for a conference when this dispute shall have been
scttled. I

BULLITT
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED 2
NC :
This telegram must be PARIS
closely paraphrased
before being communicated Dated August 30, 1939
to anyone, (D) F

. Ree'd 9 a.,m,

Secretary of State

- Washington

- RUSH

1660, August 30, 11 a.m. (SECTION FOUR)

Leger after talking with Daladler, asked me to
communicate to the President most urgently that the French
Government hoped that the President would not (repeat not)
cail any general conference but would insist 1f he should
make a further statement or effort that the Polish-German
dispute should be settled by direct negotiation between
Poland and Germany.

Both Daladier and Leger agreed that the only possible
alternative might be an appeal by the Pope, the King of

Belgiun, or the Queen of the Netherlands to Germany and Poland |

under the terms of the Hague Conwention of 1927 for special
mediation to whiech Germany was still ; signatory., By this
convention each party to a dispute obliges itself to choose
a mediator and these mediators meet and attempt to produce
a settlement acceptable to both sides, Tﬁ:ir declislion is

not binding on either power,
Leger asked m to suggest to the President instantly
thet he might propose to elther the Pope, the King of Belgium,

or




NC -2- #1660, from Paris, August 30, .1939

nr. the Queen of the Netherlands that one of them should

issue at once an appeal to Germany and Poland to accept the

specinl mediation provided for in the Hague Convention of 1927,

He felt that since Hitler had refused to answer the

President's two messages any further appeal by the

President would be 1eft without answere (END MESSAGE) .
BULLITT
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This telegram must be
osely parcphrosed be-
re being commmunicated

to tnyonees (D)

Secretory of State,

Woshangtone

1661, August 50, noon,
STRICTLY CONTiDERL.iALe

Dated August 30, 1939
Réc'd 8155 a.m.

‘.--::"."--;- ITie
= DT

- f -\-\-\-‘-‘
SEen
M. DUNN 1?:/""f;-‘\

VSt
& ﬁiHEi?)ﬂ?B i
ZEPaaTyENT OF pL

The Yuzoslev Minister has just called on mc to say that

he has received g message from Prince Faul informing him

that he hes absolute information that Germany and Italy have

agreed that at the last minute Italy shall propost & general

conrz}znaz on the Polish=German dispute with the object of

producing the impression that France, England and FPoland

are unwilling to accept a peaceful settlement.

BULLITT




This tele t be closely PARIS
paraphrased before being . FroM

] communicated to anyone, (D) Dated August 30, 1939
B - Ree'd 2:02 p.m.
Seeretary of State ! £
Washington A X\ ovision or o3
; FIRNPE aw arFaiag O
L 31 1939 N
,_ R 1669, August 30, 6 p.m, RTMENT OF STATE
A STRICTLY GONRIDZNTTAL, =~
. I have just read the full written text of the Cerian S
3 reply to the British proposals which was handed to .
1 Henderson by Hitler in Berlin last night. .
~I This document repeats all the demands which Hitler |t-|n1
: blurted. out (reported in my 1660 of August 30, 11 a.m.) E)i-

except the demand with regard to Silesia but veils them 4in

such extremely clever diplomatic language that. the publie

-

or anyont ignorant of the. duplicities of diplomacy might

Aedt - |

o1l BRUepRuo, AETE

OH A

consider it a comparatively reasonable document.

Under the circumstances the French Forelgn Offlce is
extremely glad that Hitler threw a verbal limelight on the
demands which his diplomats had carefully veiled in their note.

(END SECTION ONE).
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l;flfs telegram m%m R—Mﬁ{vm

closely paraphrased bgs ——m-—
fore belng cammunicated Dated August 30, 1939

t
o anyont, (B FROM Rec'd 2:05 p.m.

Segeretory of 3tate DIVISION O
Washington : MOPEAN AfFarae
TS
Lot
RUSH ; PARTMENT OF st |

1669, August 30, 6 p.me (SECTION T"10)

The note begins by stating that the German Government is
glad that the Fritish Govermment Qgrees on the deriraoility of
good relations between Great Britain and Germony. It states that }
the present dispute with Poland could have been sol' ed at a .I
time when there were good relations betwveen Poland and Germany
i1f the Poles had been willing to accept the offer which
Chancellor Hitler made to Poland last April.

It goes on to say that Poland replied to this entirely
reasonable propesal-by mobilization of military forces and o
persecution of thg @German population in Poland and a politieal
harassment and economic blocknde of Danzlg designed to drive
Danzig to political despeir and gconomic destruction. These
activities of the Poles hpd become so terrible during the

past weeks that the question of ending them was no longer onek

tﬂi‘"g:nu[)

of months or vecks but of hours,

L sl
L ]

(END SECTION T%O)
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED P,ﬂ i i:j;
TR I '
=038
FrOM
NC PARIS
This telegram muat be closely
paraphrased before being Dated August 30, 1939
commnicated to anyone. (D)
REc T
) k’lllﬂlﬂ N
Secretary of State J bty
UG 30 1939
Washington
3 PARTMENT OF STATE
RUSH.

1669, August 30, 6 p.m. (SECTION THREE)

. The readsion of the Treaty of Versallles must be con-
tinued and Danzig and the Corridor must be returned to the
Reich, The questicn of tﬁ: protection of German minuerities
and economic interests in Poland must De solved.

The Reich had no intention of extinguishing the inde=
pendence of Poland; but the question of guaranteelng thosk

portions of the Polish state which shculd remain after

. Germany's claims had been satisfied could not be answered by

the Rtiuhhﬂtfurs consultation with and the agreement of
Germany's assoclate, the Soviet Unlcne
(END SECTION THREE )
BULLITT
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

Thie telegmam must be PARIS |
closely paraphrased be= FROM
fore being communicated Dated August 30, 1939

to anyone, (D)
Reo'd 2110 peme

e g e

Secretary of State,
Washincton, AUG 30 1939
b { DEPARTMEN
s . RUSH. T OF STATE
f.t_.'
- 3 1669, hugust 30, 6 p.ms (SECTION FOUR). \

o The German Government had no confidence that direct

3 conversations between Germany end Poland would lead to any

result; but to accomplish its acquired love of peace and

'{i in order to put an end to reports of the British Government

s " that there should be direct conversations the German Governs
ment would be glad to receive a plenipotentiary negotiator

. in Berlin, if one should arrive from Warsaw today Wednesday
the 30th,.

I have really rarely read a clearer piece of casulstry
than this note which in fact mekes all the demanis thet
Hitler made verballyj but produces a surface appearance of
sweet reasonableEncss,

The French and British Governments are now in ﬂonaultn;
tion as to the reply ﬂmiuh should be made to this note.

The French Government hos received from o number of SOuUrces

t

information thot GErmany moy atert wer with Polond tonighte e

S
& (END *ECTION FOUR).
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FroOM ;
. fore being communicated Dated August 30, 1939

' about the Soviet Union which seems to indicate that Germany has

RFP e R
This telegr t be Parls
closely par asegd be=-

to anyone, (D)
. o Rec'd 2:15 pae

Secretary of State

DIVISiON of

& 8L =T 8

_Huhinston IROPEAN AFFarr:
AUG 30 1930 .
RUSH J
m‘“m' i fr.r‘ u
1669, August 30, 6 p.me (SECTION FI - ..__J
The French Government has also received information from )

a number of sources that if war should begin in the immediate

future Italy would not at first enter the war but would try to iy

repain neutral until Poland had been crushed by Germany and unti.'
the German forces cgneentrated against Poland could be returned 0
to the French frontier for an attack on France, At that moment
Italy and Gerninny together would attack rance,

The single astounding feature of the nctec is the phrase

promlsed to give the Sovliet Union eastern Polund and may mean

e

that the Soviet Union will attack Poland, (END F MESSAGE)
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15?3. 1“5“'t EU, B Pe Me
STRICTLY COW=TTEETIAL.

Bonnet informed me at 7:00 this evening that at

6:00 o'clock this evening the British Government sent a

telegram to the Polish Government informing the Polish
Government of the contents of the note which was given
last night by Hitler to Henderson and poin’ing out that
although the British Government reserved all comment on

" the contents of this note NMitler had agreed to have direct

negotiations with Poland.

The British Government left the question of whether
or not Poland should Engag: in such conversctions entirely
to the Polish Government but the British Covernment stated
that it believed such might be useful,

(EvD SECTION ONE)
BULLITT
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R e S FE TR = ¢ P o "I:
ore | 4ng-Shmmunicated

. (D FROM  poted August.30, 1939
Rec'd 4 p. me g
Secretary of State,
Washington,
RUSE -
1673, August 30, 8 p. m. (SECTION DEPARTMENT OF srarg
he Polish Ambassador has just stoted to me thet he

believes that Beck will agree to have negotiations but in
a ntutrnl,nmhtrr.

While I was talking to the Polish Ambessador he
received o press report (unverified) from Eerlin that
Fitler hed sent for the Polish Ambassedor ‘n Berlin,

__Thz Polish Ambassador expressed the opinion that this
probably wes for the purpose of presentin: on ultimetum to
Poland. The Polish Ambosscdor added theat F':c;k positively
would never toke an aeroplene ancd follow the path of
Schussnigg and Heche to Berlin. In conclusion the Pollsh
Ambossador “8tated that he considered war inevitoble end o
German ottack on Poland imminent.

(END SECTION TWO)

: BUT.II-ITT
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P TELEGRAM RECEIVED
This telegram must be
closely pawephrased be- PARIS
fore being communicated ~ FROM :
to anyone, (D) Dated August 30, 1939
Ree'd 5:12 p. m,
Secretary of State, - —
DIVISION OF
Washington, FURNPE AN AFFAIRS
AUG 31 1939
RUSH
; DEPARTMENT OF STATE
1673, Auzust 30, 8 p, m, (SECTION THREE]

A Polish mobilization which will be almost equivalent
to general mobilization will be carried out tonight.

% Bonnet stat:@ to me that the French Government had :
absol 1te proof that the deal between Germany and the %
Soviet Union had been based on an agreement by Germany to
permit the Sovict Union to seize at once F*uland, Estonia,
and Lotvia, «°c waa not certain whether Litimania fell to -%
the ahan of Germany or the Soviet Union., IE had no
absolute informebtion on the German-Soviet cdeal with regerd
to Poland it many indicetions tlat the Soviet Union would
gnnex c¢ll eastern Poland up to the 11@5 of Erest Litovsk.

He hed positive information that Germeny hod promised
the Soviet "nion not to give any support direct or indirect
to Jopon ond to give lndirect support to the Soviet Unlon _
in the For East. g
Information E E




'm

2-#1675, From Poris, Aug.30,8pam,
(Sec. Three) —
Information from Italy indicated that Italy would not
proceed nith wer at once on th: side of Germany whatever

might be Italy's plans for an atteek on Prance at a later

, date.

(END OF MESSAGE)
_BULLITT
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‘Segeretary of State,
iumﬁmm.

1676, August 31, 2 p. m.

STRICTLY CNNwe: ZTNTIAL.

The Polish Ambassador in Paris has just
communicated to me the revort oreparzd by his
colleague in London on the terms of the nine
point British note delivered in Berlin last night.

The text of the note itself has not yet reached
!

Paris, I assume that you have a summary of it from

. i

London., If not and 4if you desire it I will cable !

p—
L}

you OneE. .|,
I
Owing to the difficulty of communication with a

Warsaw neither Ambassador has yet received any in-

dieation as to Beck's opinion of the latest British

note but both Ambassadors are most disquieted by
1t. They consider that it shows clearly that Great
Britain 1s negotiating with Germany not merely on
the point of establishing direet conversations be-

it i g

°Cd [opue

A=

tween the Polish and German Goverrnments but also on
points of detail which touch the fujndamcntal and

vital interests of Poland without consultation with

SH/B

the Polish Government,
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This telegram must be ~  FROM - pants

closely paraphrased be- AR o
fore being communicated Dated Atzust 51, 1939
- ntqfﬁ 11:10 a.m,

to anyone, (D) —

Secretary of 8tate,
Waskington,

1576, August 31, 2 Pele (SECTION T¥O).

You will recall that the British=Polish polltiull
agreement was drown up in terms which mede each nation the -
sole Jadge of its own vital intereats ﬁrsciazly becavse the
Poles “eared that the British might attempt to whittle
away Polish vital interests,

Owing to the fact that the British are not keeping
sithﬁr the French or the Poles fully informed, suspicions
of this nature are certain to arise, They may prnvé to
be groundless, but they are important becauwse, as the Polish
Ambassador sald to me thils mnrning; the Poles will fight
rather than permit themselves to be jockeyed into & position
in which they will either have to accept proposals that they
consider incompatible with thelr vital interests or lose
the support of public opinion in England and France,

It might possibly be worth while to keep this Polish
reaction in mind if you should happen to see Lothian today,
It is really dangerous for the British to omit advance

consultation with the Polese £ of NMassage
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED
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FroMm :
PAP PARIS —
This telegram must be - e
closely paraphrased be=- Dated August 31, 1939 ,
fore being communicated
to anyone., (D) Rec'd 12:35 pem, :
Segeretary of State A CYETARY m‘,};} &
; 5 * € {
1‘-" ﬂ t a s (a { ]
1678, August 31, 4 p.fi, 25 WL 3}
STRICTLY CQNPTDCNITAL, -
Lezer hassinformed me that the Polish Government at one '335
o

o'elock today ngreed in principle to Enter into direct ne-
gotiations with Germany. All details as to place of meeting
and subircts to be discussed are still undecided,

Daledier has just said to me that he 1s still not without

hope of preserving peace since there are indications that

Hitler at the last minute will not dare to risk vnr, e

Iﬁi?ﬂt now read the full text of the British nine poinii L g?
S itler referred to in my Noe 1676 of August 31, g

2 pem., ond while it shows a tendency to go into larger . bé
' 3

- il
between Poland and Germany 1t will in my opinion do no damage al

questions than the mere matter of arranging direct negotiations

provided thls tendency is not permitted to develeop further,
EVeryone at the French Forelgn Office is expecting in
the immediate rutufc some sort of a proposal by Mussolini

designed to produce a general conference to deal with the

Gt £

question of Danzig and a vast mumber of other questions,

Needless



PAP =-2- 1678, August i1, 4 pgm, from Paris

Needless to say the Poles will not accEpt the decision of o
general conference in respect of Hitler's demands against
Poland, and the French at the present moment are also op=-

posed to A rencrsl confErence,

EVLLITT




- fore being communicated

et )
This telegram must be FrROM
closely paraphrased be- PLRIS

to’ anyones (br) Datgd August 31, 1939

Rec'd 9 p, m,

Secretary of State,
Washington,

TRIPLE PRIORITY.

1689, August 31, midnight., (SECTION ONE)

STRICTLY CONFTDEWITAL. ht about 3:45 this afternoon
Francols Poncet, French Ambassador in Rome, telephoned EF
Bonnet to say that he had just had a conversation with
Ciano and that Ciano had preposed on behalf of the Italian

Government that a conference composed of repreaentatives of

1¥21/29°000L

Italy, Germany, France, and Enzland should meet immediately
to settle the Polish-German dispute and general outstanding
problems connected with the liquidation of the Treaty of
Versailles, .

Ll

Daladier at once called a cabinet meeting which met a

BE,BF‘ G d3S

6:00 o'clocks At this meeting the cabinet decided that it
was 1lmpossible to accept such a conference since inm rEnlitr'd
it would be merely a conference of butchers to dismember
Poland in the absence of Poland. It would bE a new Munich

and would be followed by the same results as Munich.

OH/®

(END SECTION ONE)
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closely sed be- PARIS
[ ; =
to anyone, (br) _ Dated August 31, 1939
: i " Ree'd 9:03 p. m,

Secretary of State,
Washingtone

TRIFLE PRIORITY.

1689, August 31, midnight. (SECTION TWO)

L member of the cabinet has informed me that Bonnet
was rother in favor of accepting the proposal; that Reynaud
opposed it most strongly and that Daladier was Equally
strong in his opposition. It was decided finally fu send
a rejection in a polite form stating that since both
Poland and Germany had agreed to direct negotiations there
was no reason to call such a conference at this time,

This afternoon also the Pope called before him -the
Lmbassadors of Italy, England, France, Germany, ond Poland
and made an appecl to them to have thelr Governments
confer with & view to the preservation of peace. The text
of this cppecl has not yet reached Peris,

(END SECTION TWO)
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED iz

paraphrased before being

MJB Lo 2 QP. f :
This telegram must be closely “ ﬁ) :
communicated to anyone, (Br) Paris :

Datéd August 31, 1939

Seecretary of State,

Washington,

TRIPLE PRIORITY

1689, August 31, midnight (SECTION THREE)

At 6:00 o'elock the Polish Ambassador in Berlin
Lipsky went to the Wilhelmstrasse and stated that the
Polish Government accepted in principle direct negotiations
with Germany for the settlement of the German=Polish
dispute, The representative of the German Government

immediately attempted to state to Lipsky a series of

conditions and concessions which Germany demanded before

entering into direct nignfiationa ;lth Poland., The
Polish Ambassador rspli:d.thut he was instructed merely
“to state what he had stated, He added that he would
not listen to any statement of conditions before
negotiation and that he would not report any aunh.atatE-
ments to his Government,

(END SECTION THREE)
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This telegram must be

closely paraphrased be- FrROM PARIS '
fore being communicated Ay i p
to anyone, (br) : Dated August 31, 1939 /7, / D"'

Ree'd 9:15 p. m, ;

Secretary of State, : A TRRY OF
Washington, _ - (i A\

TRIPLE PRIORITY. 1 O E T

1689, August 31, midnight., (SECTION me].

At 8 o'clock the German Government issued by radio and
by statement of the officlal German information service an
officlal statement containing 16 demands sgainat Poland
the text of whickh I have just learned from the President ?

~over the telephone has already reached you through press :
channels, i
1 have discussed the trend of events tonight with
Bonnet, Paul Reynaud, and the Polish Ambassador. The
concensus of opinion 13.that Germany has exposed her
intentions so clearly in this note that there can no
longer be any doubt in the world as to her aggressive
intentions, There is relief that Hitler atands nakedly
in the open attempting to repeat the coup by which he

disintegrated and awallowed Czechoslovakie. There 1s not -

far as I can leern England to submit to these demands.
Y (END SECTION FOUR)

thz.alight:at disposition in either Poland or France or so !
|
! m {

BULLITT




This ttlﬂ!!ll must be |
closely pnrnihnud beford oM
"being communicated to Paris

. ' . anyone, (Br) -

i Dated August 31, 1939
Rec'd, 9:20 pa.m,

Seeretary of State,

Washington,

TRIPLE PRIORITY
1689, August 31, midnight (SECTION FIVE)
The general opinion is that if Poland should be
disintegrated by Germany similar demands against Rumania
_ would follow w}thin a few weeks, to be followed in turn
if by similar demands against Yugoslavia, Hungary, and
other states and finally by a;mi}ar demands against France

| and England and in the end Italys
It is to be noted that Hitler did not state any time

1imit for the fulfillment of his demands so that there

1s still an extremely faint possibility that he may

back down at the last minute; but such a possibility can /
be perceived only be the imagination rather than the |
eye, It 1s expected therefore that Hitler will attack
Poland in the near future, France and England will

fulfill their obligations and fight to assist Poland,
.(END SECTION FIVE)
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Scoretary of State,
Washingtons

TRIPLE PRIORITY.
1689, August 31, midnight. (SECTION SIX)

Since Germany has replied to the officilal statement by
the Poliuh Ambassador of Poland's reediness to negoblate
d;r:utly with Germany by this public ennouncement of in-
acceptable demands I do not believe that any appeal will

! stop Hitler from attacking if he has the covrage to face

? general EuropeEan War. I feel, however, that a statement by

the President might make th:_mornl jgsue clearer and might

increase Titler's reluctance to begin the conflict,.

(END OF MESSAGE)
BULLITT
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