


TELEGRAM RECEIVED

CA

This telegram mast be
clo: 1y paraphrased beE- PARIS

fore being cnmmuninatsd ok
to anvone (D) Dated September 1, 1939

| Ree'd 9:35 p.ms August 31,

Secretary of State

Washington

1690, September 1, 1 a.m,
STRTOTLY CO'T (LUCNITAL FOR THI SRCRET

2¥21/29° 90 oL

When I saw Bonnet at midniglkt tonight he was in
pitiable concition still hoping against hope that- the
Ttalian praposal which was rejected by the cabinet this
afternoon might be r=vived in some form that would 1
prevent the outbreak of war. He has gilven orders to
the presa censors that no press story about the Italian
proposal and its re jectlon by the cabinet shall be

peEr “T4ed to leave France,

Whatzver ma#-ﬁs Bormet's attitude I feel entirely
gcertain that Daladier will not agaln participate in a

new Munich.

BULLITT
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NC

This telegram must be ; PARIS

closely paraphrased

before beinf communicated
B

Dated September 1, 1939
to anyone, R) :

Ree'd B:40 a,.m,
Secretary of State AL
Washington

RUSH

1698, September l, 1 p.m, .

STRIETL&'Cﬁfif?W?TIAL.

Bonnet has just stated to me that orders for French
geEneral mobilization will be given t oday, The Chamber
of Deputies will meet tomorrow afternoon at 3 ofelock to
declare war, Bonnet added that the British House of
Commons will meet this afternoon at 6 o'clock for the
same€ purpose, :

Bonnet said, "It 1s war and all that we can do now
is to be prudent and not bring in agailnst us more enemies
than necessary", He said that for his part he considered _
it wildly insane for any Prenchman to talk about attuok- h
ing.Italy because of the fear that after German armies ﬂtf
Qhould have overwhe lmed Poland and should have been
returned to the French frontier to attack France, Itnly
would join with Germany in attacking Franee,

(END SECTION ONE). .
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PAP e PARIS
This telezram must be o

closely paraphrased be- Dated Sgptember 1,1939
fore belng communicated

to anyone. (Br) Rec'd 8:40 a.m,

Secret »y of State

Washington

RUSH
1698, September 1, 1 p.m. (SECTION TWO)
He said that he had stated flatly to Daladier that he

would resign at once if he should not be permitted to do

everything humanly possible to maintain the position of

neutrality which Italy had assumed.

He stated that he had the unanimous approval of the
Council of iinisters for this policy.

As to war with YUermany, Bonnet sald that France had
no choice: a ruthless and unprovoked attack had been
launched by “ermany on France's ally Poland; France must
lionor  her obligations,

Tre Government has just annouriced the decilsion taken
at thls morning's Council of Kinlsters ordering general
mobilization of all of France's land, sea and alr forces and
declaring a state of alege throughout France and Algerla,

(END MESSAGE)
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: Dated September 3, 1939

g Rec'd 8 a.m,

Sgeretary of State,

DIVISINe

Washingtor,
T
RUSH,
1749, September 3, 12:30 peme
; I have just ceen informed by the French Forelgn Offlice

that France and Germany will be at war officially at

5 o'clock this afternoon Paris time,

I have already informed the President by telephone,

BULLITT
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This telegram must DE FROM Dated September 13, 1950

clésely paraphrased

before being communicated Rec'dy 1303 pe Me
to anyonee (D)

Secrebary of State,

Washington, ‘;

RUSH,

1042, September 13, 3 pe me (SECTION ONE) »

a.~nc™ POR-THE .PRESIDENT AND' THE SECRETARY.”

Daladier lunhchéd with me alonc todaye

His conversation with Ghumhsflain vesterday

dealt with the problems of conducting the war in Europe.
The Far East was not mﬂnficnﬂd, |

Daladier suggested to Chamberlain British aviation
should be used to bomb military objectives in: Germany in-=
cluding the Rhine bridges, Chamberlain flatly refused

to consider the use of Pritish bombardment planes asgainst

 Germany- at the present time stating that he did not wish

to provoke German bombardments of Great Britain and £s=
pecially of British acroplanc factories which at the
moment WErE turning out a great many machines, He was
also ypprchznsivs of the effect of any British bombard-
ment of military objectives in Germany on public opinion

in the United Statca;

Daladier argued that this attitude on the part of

Great
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MJD =2= No, 1942, September 13, 3 p, ms (SECTION ONE)

» from PARIS

A
Great Britain 1left the Oerman air force free to bombard
Poland at will, Chamberlain expressed the opinion that
Poland was lost in any cask,
Daladier did not agree with this opinion and told '/

Chamberlain that he would send further French aEroplanes

and tanks via Rumania in support of Poland, He has ' 5

already glven orders for these to be shipped at ence,

BULLITT
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED | F‘%}
NC '
This telegram must be PARIS i
elosely paraphrased FROM '
before bzin? commnicated Dated September 13, 1939
to anyone, (D) .

Ree'd 1:35 pella_

Secretary of State ; / \

Washington , AN f’:-; "t
: N ,

RUSH = ;
1942, September 13, 3 pem, (SECTION TWO)
Daladier was satisfied in the highest degree by the
aucerss- of the French attacks in the Saar district. ; 2
Chamberlaln asslur'sd Daladier that the German
submarine warfare against British vessels was extraor-
dinarily ineffective compared to the German submarine
warfare at the outsét of the war in 1914,
. Phe question of Italy was discussed and the conclusion
| was rrached that it was impossible to bE certaln of
Italy's intentions sinee, in svite of the hostility to
ﬂuT?Et 1east nine tenths of the Italian people, Mussolini
remained amons the tenth who desired to enter wap on the
side of Germany. No offers in the nature of bribes will
he made to Italy and on the other hand no threata will be
made againat Italy. In othfr words, a wait and see policy
will bE adooted in reapect of Italy.
Daladier sald that he felt the 0D51tion of Italy
would be 4e '-'.".I"!".':".T‘.l?t'! largely by the.action of the Congress

of the United States in respect of the Neutrallty Act.

If




NC =2= #1942 from Paris, September 13, 1939

If the embargo ngain;t shipment of arms and munitions
should be 1ifted quickly Italy wculd continue to remaln

. neutral and finally would fight on the side of France
and England, If, on the other hand, the change in the ;
Neutrality Aet should be greatly delayed or refused by
the Congress, Italy might come Into the war on the side :
of Germany.

END SECTION TWO,

PEG
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This telegram must be
elosely paranhrased be=- _FRO
fore being communicated Dated September 13, 1939
to anyone, (D) :

JHRIS

Ree'd 1:26 p.me.

.. Secretary of. State,

Vashingtons

1942, September 13, 3 p.me (SECTION THREE).

Daladicer said he intended tonight to reform his
cabincte e will take the Ministry for Foreign Affairs
himself but will retain his posats as Minister of National
Defence and Minister of War.

dg will place the administration of
the Ministry of Foreign Affalrs in the hands of an under-
schrhary who will bE Champéticr de R{bzs now Minister
of Pensions = provided Champetier de Ribes agrees. TE
has not vet made the suggestion to Champetier de Ribea,.

e will make” Coulondre, former Ambassador to Berlin,

his neraonel Chef de Cabinet for Foreign Affairs, He will

continve to have the Foreizn Minister if they do not oeccept
in the Ministry of War,

If this arraenzement worka out in such & manner as to
ghow that Campetier de Ribes can handle the Ministry for
Forcign Affairs he will make Champetier de Ribes Minister

for
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=2= #1942, September 13, 3 p.m. (SEC. TTRET} from Parias

i I

for Foreign Affciras, I1f it does not he will give up
the Wor Ministry ond put a militery men et its hecd and
acbively direct the Ministry for Foreign Affairs.

I trust that you approve of-my not reporting in advance
such eventa as the flight of Prime Minister Chamberlain
to Francee I recall the sinking of the HAMPSHIRE with
Field Marshal Kitchener and believe that we cannot be too
carceful about giving advance information of such
VOYagES e x f

(END MESSAGE).

BULLITT
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This telegram must be Y ROM Dated September 18, 19839,
closely paraphrased I

before being communi- Rec'd, S5:29 p. m,

cated to anyone. (BR)

Secretary of State, g-————"‘ﬁ‘ff"‘—#l
|I -'H-
Washington, “{ﬁﬂﬁﬁu\"' y \
4 waaa € 1%,
‘f/ 39193 )
£045, September 18, 7 p.im, e :

:_rm,t'fu.bq'
Rochat has just informed ‘me=tN™T The FPolish Covernment

has saked the French Government if the Polish Covirns U may

be establishcd in France and that the French Governmerit haas

[

réplled 1n the affirm:tive, He ndded that *} Pol

Evy/10 0098

mcnt  would be trented in exactly thée s t
Belglan Government was trectid. in 1914 and th4t-dinlomits Aga-
redl ted to. the Polist ovar nt would i




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

PAF ? PARIS

This telegrcm must be

closely poarcphrosed bE-Fm“ Dated September 18, 1939
fore being communiceted

to cnyone. (Er) Rec'd 7:22 pem.

3eeretary of Stote

deahington

2045, Zeptember 18, 7 pe.m, (SECTION TvO),

Jo deeizion hos yet been teoken with regard to the
questions raised by thé attoeck of the Joviet Union on
Poland, It seEems proocble, however, thrt Fronce will
neither deeclare wer on the Sovist Union nor breck
diplometic relctions with the Soviet Union but thot
rll ovErsons in Trence who are’ in the pay of the Soviet
Tnion will be either jclled or .chot.

(EWB 07 FE33AGE)
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ok \ . 'Qiur r
e i e
closely sed be= Dated October 31, 1939
fore being communicated W Abic .
to anyone,. (D) ‘m 6350 p.m,

Secretary nf.atlt-
Washington

2622, Qctober 31, 6 p.m.

STRICTLY CONPIDENTIAL,.

Information ryuuivud by the French Government with re=-
gard to the changes in the Italian Government indicates

that the men who have opposed the policy of nuuﬁrllity which

Italy has followed since the first of September have been
replaced by men who are close personal friends of Clano
and in support of his present views, Those views as you
know are based on the extremely bad impression which Ciano
derived fron his last conversations with Ribbentrop and
Hitler, .

It 18 belleved that it is too early to state that the
Italian Goﬁernmant is about to take a line which will be
pro-French and pro-British rather than pro-German; but it
i1s also believed that these changes represent a final
crack in the axis,

French information from the Netherlands is diaquiaijng
since 1t seems to indicate that in case of a German attgﬁk
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f H3M Paris

i This telegram must be

i closely paranhrased FROM pgted November 9, 1939
- pefore being corumuni-

f cated to anyone., (D). Rec'd 3:05 p,.m,

Koy v Ay "

MIM 0 ,
F W OaTErng
3ecretary of State, %?—»
NOY 10 1939140 |
Washington, m
: ARTMENT OF STATE l

2705, Noverber 9, 5 p. m, (SECTION ONE)

STRICTLY LONFTIDEITAL,
Chanpetler de Rives said to nme today that after
considering all the information which had coe 1in during

SNE Dast twenty-four houra the French GovErnment this

NYIIOUNI 11Co0ke

‘orning had reached the conelusion that it was almost

et
e

certain that Mitler wovld launch his long expected i = o
- r i
offensive against France sanetine between the twelfth - E ﬁ i

[ i '\.:-'

and fifteenth of this rionth.

~
He added that it was considered Equally certain that O3
Ly |
Eritany at the sane tine would attack the Netherlands, JH
It was almost as certain that Germany would attack ”1

(4|

JElgium,

He expressed the oninion that the Gerran of fensive

would be begun by an intense borbardment fror the alr
. :

4

By the entire German a¥re for E'a

In this connection he stated that thke french Government
bEEN informed by the Dutch Covernment timt Erfman acents

had




! r
hsm =-2- No, 2705, November 9, 8 p, m,, from Paris (3cetion 1)

had been able to steal severel truck loads of uniforms
of the Dutch army and that it was expected that Cerman
agents dressed in these uniforms would be dronned on the
Netherlands by pnrinhut: from German planes and would be
used not only for spy pwposes but also to destroy vital
centers, : |

BULLITT

KLP
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1 'T l.-I-- = _r_-1 Efrram .lr.t '|. E F-A_ ]
clogely T':["‘l'l""‘HEt DE= _ FROM '
fore being communicated Dated November 2, 1939
CO ANy OnEy. .. ID) ]
: 1eEc'd .-ﬂFl Delle
" I - B < 1 T ; 1 i VLR L :
SECPELAry of State i
4 P L LLLEL AT |}
Washington NOY 1D 1939 i
a s s RIMENT OF STATE |
2705, Npvember 9, 5 peme (SECTION. T'0) | P i e &
He atated that he was now convinced that the 3
PEacE appeal of thi sovereigns of Holland and &
Belgium had been caused by ‘the fact that the Queen e
! L
of the Netherlands had become vpanie stricken because
v "‘
of ‘accumilating threats from GeErmany and accumulating
) f s
pleEceEs of evidence that CeErmany would attack the 5
fetherlands during the coming week, : j
%

The fact trat Germany had not taken up. the peace

PEal but oh the contrary had seemed to recelve it
with disfavor nlso seemed to indicate that GeErmany
desired to strike,

The Belgian Ambassador in his conversation with
m yesterday afternoon had stated that the King of
"4.?51-1nh5 was entirely aware that it would bE
ilmposaible Tor Franoce and England to accept the Dutch=
SElgian appeal for peace and had added that the object -

of the King of the Belgians and the Queen of the

Netherlands




lEtherlands

lnevitable,




. TELEGRAM RECEIVED
LMS
This telegram must te FROM Paris
closely paraphrased be-
fore being communicated Dated November 9, 1939

to anyone, (D)
Rec'd 4:4

Hivisim o

Froserpisy cng §"0s -3
NOY 10 1939

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
2705, November 9, 5 p. m, (SECTION THREE)

3ecretary of State,
Washington,

The Belgian Government has asked the French
| Government to accept the Belgian gold reserve in..
i ! ; temporary custody.
: Champetie de Ribes added that the French Govern-
ment had as yet been unable to obtain any statement
from the Belgian Government as to the readiness of
the Belgian Government to support the Netherlands at
once in case of a German invasion of the Netherlands
or to ptrﬁit the passage of the French ormy,

Opinion in Belgium nevertheless seemed to be
vEeEring in the direction of determination to support
the Netherlands and it might be that at the last
minute Belgium would make common cause with the
Netherlands and would ask the French and British for
immediate support, Unfortunately the support which
eould be given at the last minute would be much less
efficacioua than the support which could be given if

an

| ; o




ILMS 2-No, 2705, November 9, 6§ p, m, Sec, 5, from Paris,

an arrangement could be made now for cooperation by
the French and British armies,
(END SECTION THREE)

BULLITT
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| TELEGRAM RECEIVED | :

f FAL ' FARIS

- Thls telegram must be

: closely paraphrased he- From Dated November 9, 1939
fore belng.communicated
to anyone, (D) Rec'd 5:38 p.m.

NOY 10 T"ﬂﬁ

DEPARTMENT OF gmu

DIVISHN
Secretary of State FIPsan e
liashington I

2705, November 9, 5 p.m.s (SECTION FOUR).
The French Government 1s of tﬂe opinion that the ex-
flosion in Munich yeésterday was the work of the German
Gestapo and was designed to excite the German people in the
same way that they had been excited by the Reichstag fira _ 55
at another critical moment, | .
I talked thla afternoon with the Belgian Ambassador who
stated to me that 1t was the oplnion of his Government that
an attack on the Netherlands was imminent and that this
qttack might also include Belglum as welllas France, He l
” Stated that the Government of the ﬂetﬁerlands had refused to
“ discuss with the Belgian Government the question of Belglan
troops entering the Netherlands to help the Dutch army res= !
sist an attack. I sald that I felt sure that the sub ject had
discussed by the King of Belgium and the Queen of the
Netherlands, He agreed but said he did not know whether or
not the sovereigns had reached any definite conclusions, -
The Duteh idinlister is also of the opinion that the

Netherlands is about to be attacked,

BULLITT

ROV sNPL




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

JI iy
This telegram must be Parls
closely paraphrased be= 7
fore being camunicated FROM Dated November 9,. 1939
to any one, (D)
Reetd 3:43 pums

Secretary of State ; DIVISIIN

Fromenge: o

Washincton NOY 10 30

I
2?05’ E-fCI\TEJT'IbEI" 9' 5 P, {SE{:TICF FIV& DEPARTMENT o0 STATE l

The Swiss '"inister stated to =me thie aft:fnwcn
that at noon today his Gavernﬁﬂnt had informed him
that German preparations on Lhe Swfss frontier were
altogether inadequate to permit an earily attack on
Switzerland by the German armys He polnted out that
the Germans had not brought up any bridge bpilding
material and that the Rhine between Switzerland and
Germany at the present time was a8 foriiideble obatacle
which would have to be bridged by pontoons since
the Swiss would at once destroy existing bridges,

In spilte of the convictlbn of nearly every one
in Pa®ls that the Germans are about to attack the
Netherlands as well as France and Belgium the Swlas
Minister who is extremely well informed remains of the
opimion hat Germany will not attack although his
conviction in this regard has been shaken by the
Explosion in Munich which he feels may be the prelude

to

s




Al

=2=2705, November 9, 5 p.me (SECTION FIVE) from Paris

to a German attack, _

The Hungarian Minlster stated to me yesterday
that his Government 13 absolutely convinced that
Germany will not attask on the western front this
yEAr,

Information reaching phs French Government from
Flrnland indicates that an immediate attack by the
Sovlet Union on Finland is not (repeat not) to be

expected, (END OF MESSAGE)

BULLITT

KLFP




RFP
This telegram must be— Paris

closely paraphrased be-
fore being communicated Dated November 28, 1939

o FlﬂH_ Rec'd 7:25 p.m
J Jl?iﬂlnﬂ nf
Secretary of Stltt hﬂ EASTERN mlﬁ DIVISION oF
“NOV 30193 EUROPEAN AFFAIRS

Washington OV J
’(“_:*42.(’"‘ o 29 19y
(5
2845, November 28, P, .

DEPARTMENT 0f STA

——

STRICTLY CoM™ - ~=TTAL.

Chauvel, Director of Far Eastern Affalrs, asked to
See me today and gave me to read the text of a seven page
telegram sent on the evening of November 23 by Arsene
Henry, French Ambassador to Tokyo.

The telegram stated that the British Ambassador, the

Folish Ambassador, and he himself (Arsene Henry) were all

ne
w

S0 much disturbed by the negotiations in Progress between

the Japanese Government and the Soviet Government that

pe6l 11

they had decided that 1t was their duty to communicate
their opinions to their respective governments in identical
language,

They stated in brief that they feared that if the
present Japanese Government should be unable to reach an
agreement with the Government of the United States through
the conversations between Ambassador Grew and FJPQI#H
Minister Nomura the Abe government would be overthrown
and replaced by a gowernment of militarists which would

conclude an agreement with the Soviet Union and would wipe

b out




=-2- #2845, November 268, 5 p.m, from Faris

out French and British interests in the Tientsin aArea,

i other areas in North China and perhaps also 1in

Shanghal,

[END SECTION ONE)
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. TELEGRAM RECEIVED

RFF (R e v

This telegram must be rarls

closely paraphrased be-

fore being communicated FROM - Dated November 268, 1939

to anyone, (D)
Rec'd 9:568 p.m,

Secrotary. of State
Washington

XL LS
2488, November 28, 5 p.m. (SECTION TVO)

The three ambassadors added tha! the German Government
was dolng everything that it could to bring nhout.u rap=-
prochement bttwecn the Japanese and Sovict governments;
and also was doing overything posslhie o increase 111
feeling in Japan agalnst the Unit;d Statds in the Fopt
that a (#) might develop between the United States and
Jépan of such dimensions that American supply to France
and England might be cut off,

chauvel added that on thée receipt of this telegram
which had arrived badly parbled and had therefore f gquired
repetition which had occasioned some¢ delay, he had tele-
graphed to the French Aﬁhassndar in Tokyo sugpgesting that
the British, French, and lolish ambassadors in Tokyo. should
communicate thoir views to Ambassador Grow, He also ‘had
sent a copy of tho telegram in question ta.qunt Quentin
instructing him to makc such use of it as hs might consilder
highly important,

. Chauvel added that about elght dayé ago he had sent a

telegram

P & %
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RFP -2- #2¢fF, November 28, 5 pym. (SECTION TW0) from Paris

telegram to Saint Quentin asking him to see the Acting
Secretary and to call the attontiun of the Acting
Secretary to the possibility that if Japan should be

unable to reach an agreement with the United States the
present government in Japan might !*} and might be replaced
by a government of militariats which would secek immediate

agreement with the Soviet Unlon,

BULLITT
EMB

(+#) apparent omlssions
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Tﬂl&ﬂl%ﬁltﬂhl PARIS
closely paraphras
before belng co » _ FRoM = Dated November 28, 1039
cated to anyont
: DIVISION OF geeived 9:40 pami t
g " ¢ Bbatd EURDPEAN AFFAINS s i
gcretary o atg -
: NOV 29 i€

Washington

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
2845, November 28, 5 pems (SECTION THREE) »

Chauvel went on to say that he hoped the Government &

of the United States understood that in making these communis

VA SO

eations the French Government in no way desired to alter B

the 1ine of policy which had been followed of late by the

[ ]

s S &
E R A g ek

American Government, The French Government was most happy

that the American Government was following 1ts present

2%
-y i

lines, The French Government merely wished to be certaln
that the American Govermment was aware of the possibllity
of danger involved in the Soviet=Japanese conversations,

I asked Chauvel if he had eny recent information with

*f/ regard to Soviet supplies to China,  HE replied that he

'w-':.l-h”

\I-.

had, and that these gupplies of late had been much greater

S b

than ever before.

1ad it

I expressed skepticlsm as to the possibility of an
agreement between Japan and the Soviet Union for the
division of China, Chauvel said that he too was skeptleal,
but that, through a most private source, he had learned

yesterdar that the representatives of both }Mitsul and

; ' Mitsubishi




5 pams from Parls

. gegetion three

convineced thot the Sovliet-

an accord that

aurplies to Chinne
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

EDA ! L rE e oo

This tel egram must be PARIS

¢losely paraphrased

before being communi= FROM Dated November 28, 1930

cated to anyone (D)
Recelved 9:43 pem,.

—

Secretary of State friziﬁ21fj ——i

Washington

2845, November 28, 5 pems ( EQRION, FOUR)
I asked him if he did not believe that even though
the Soviet-Gov:rnm:nf might make such a promise 1t would
in reallty continue to send suppliés to China, He said
that he agreeds He d1d not belleve that the Soviet Union
would keep 1ts word to Japan but an agreement between
the Soviet Union and Japan might have a surface ApPPEATAnNCE
of reality sufficlent to encourage Japan te take violent
action against the French and British position in both
North China and Shanghai,

I expressed skepticism on this point also eciting the
atf?tuds taken recently by the Government of the United

States,

Chauvel then said that the substance of his worry

was the following: There were many pzrhona in Paris vho

knew nothing about the Far Easty Indeed there was almost

fio one who did imow anything about the Far East, Such
pErsons in and outside the present government looking at
the Far East superficlially were arguilng that since Russia

was supporting Germany, France should make an agreement

(]

with

INTUALINOD

T 7L] TY11
T Y 1

e 150 W



EDA = 2 = #2845, Novenber 28, 5 pems from Paris Section 4

with Japan at the price of sacrificing China 1if NECESSarys
HE personally had to combat this point of view EVEry daye
The French Government had taken no step in thls sense and

he belleved that any such step would be folly.

BULLIZIT




JR

This telegram must be
closely paraphmascd be-
fore belng communicated
to anyone, (D) Dated November 28, 1939

Rec'd 8:i5 pems

Secretary of State,:

Washington,

2845, November 28, 5 p.m. (SECTION FIVE).

He would be extremely grateful to me, however, if I could
cbtain from my Government a statement as to our view of
the present situation in the Far East in order te give
him some sort of a further weapon with which to combat
thoee who desire a change in French policy. He went on
to say that the sueccessful Japanese attack on Nanning
had provoked a new wave of arguments from those persons
who desired the French Government to APPESSE Japan at
costa,

I sald that for my own part I was
that our policy in the Far €ast was bas
information which was both gathered and
ablest bralns in foreign affalrs
rOVErnment was taking
fullest possible considerat
iovernment would be carcih

attack on
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{ This telegram must be _

i clofely prr _-_xlr*_rmsd'hgr oM 14,-1959
fore bElrg communicat
to ~nyont. (D) ;

' Secretary of State

; ashington EUROPEA RS &

g c O

: EC 15 O

2979, December 14, B8 pems ( .
STRICTLY Crhur  ~mwal, WeNt of STATE 5
()

3 Daladier said to me late this afterncon tt 1E (]

was delighted thiat the Soviet Union had been expelled ' s~
-

from the League of Nations, Heg felt that this amction da
A (03]

vag - trivmph for human deceneye He thought tha! W

, viould have 'a fine moral . Influence not only now bul

I fer vears to comee The Expulsion from the Leagng af
the Soviet Union he TElE certaln ul 1k . m the
yommundst vartles of the earth all t) " 1di F

| individuals and ignorant 1dealist eHlevi A 5.;

- communism represented a hope for ti ture, 08 ¢
pEraons wvho from.-nowr on ahiruld remair EmbeEDr £ the
communiat partieas would bBeE memhers for unavol lE

EASONAe r wvould be for ti 14 age gﬁ)
" thi Sovliet, He f£1t that it 1 E.difficult :

3 for both theg -Soviet OYErnment nd’ th monar t

{ -InteErnational to eagtablish agaln ai ntae {th

i

|
|

1
|
|
|

EVERn relatively decent peeple.

£
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This ttlzp-

closely para
before being communi -

cated to anyone, (D)

3ecrctary of State
Washington,

2979, December 14, 4 p. m. (SECTION T™WO0)

b W

He saild it was his personal opinion that the Soviet

o

Union would not (repeat not) break diplomatic relations

with France and England.
T had a cornwversation on the Soviet Union today with

the Turkish Ambassador end Rochat. They both felt that
outright physical support in the form of anti~tank guns
and airplanes would be sufficient to enable Finland to.

hold out against the Soviet Union.

go¥1/100 0°008

The Turkish Ambassador and Rochat expressed the #} .
oninion that the weakness which the Soviet armies had 2;
disvlayed in thelr attacks on Finland made 1t rElﬂtivE%ﬁ
unlikely that the Soviet Union would dare to attac? geither
Rumania or Turkey. They pointed out that the Sovist Gov:rn-
ment was. extremely afraid of an entrance of the French
and British fleets into the Black Sea and a bombardment
of the port of Batum from the sea and alr and a bombard-

ment from the air of Balku,. They stressed the fact that

since




hsm -2- No, 2979, December 14, 4 p.m.(Section 2) from Paris

since the Soviet Government had introduced tractors to
replace horses in Soviet agriculture the food supplics
of the Soviet Union had becane dependent on the oil of

the Caucasus,

BULLITT
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cated to anyone, (D). Rec'd 12:25 a. m., 15th

| u | From 3R s
This telegram must be Y

' closely paraphrased Dated December 14, 1939
before being communi- '

I

1
Secretary of State, .
=
Washington. L
2979, December 14, 4 p.-m, (3ECTION THREE), o
: o
A suppression of these o0il fields might be fatal to the (@]
s 8
Sovict Union, It was thwrefore thelir impression that if ol
Finland could be helped sufficiently to enable the Finnish O
(ol
Government to make a successful resistance the 3Soviet - =
~
nion would be ineclinedl to refrain from further military -_—
R
adventures, o
W

Rochat confirmed to me what Leger had said about the
efforts of the French and Eritish Governments to persuade
the 3wedish and Norwegian Govermments to assist Finland
actively with the full military support-of France and
cngland. He also conflried the information that orders

4% had been glven to send =odern: French pursult nlansa to the

Finnish Government,

L,w "he 7%‘950115 1*3?‘-'0'*:'%"‘(‘1.11 state of mind in Paria at 0w

N
Ll

pregent is shown remarkably by a conversation

onnet thls evenlnz i the ecourae of which ! agp! tat

felt that everything connected. with the war was zning

extraordinard




nam -2- No. 2979, December 14, 4 pem.(3ection 3) from Paris

extraordinarily well; that he was abscluttiy certain that

germany had no chance of winning the war; that France
and England would defeat Germany and that 4in the end
the Sovicet Union as well es Germany would collapses.
(END OF MESSAGE).

BULLITT




.\, This telezran mast DE clomely = —
~aranhraacil before being Paris il

communicated tnw , : -
RECEIVER . ciber 30, 1939 M

® : T Reeld T:50 pele

Seerctary of State, M EFROM
< MU DIVISION OF
fasrington. 5 e J : —)"‘ PEAN AFFAIRS
sl N 2
363, Deecmber 30, 7 De Me (SECTION (NE) ;
' L NT OF STATE
ST OTIN CONFavaiziale ' :

A menmber of my staff accompanied Ambassador Phillips
on & call on Leger this morninge In the ensuing conversation

the Scerctary Geheral of the Ministry of Foreign Affalrs

N
\ developed i!:‘] great detall the thought reported in my N0a2973, 5; '1
December 14, 2 pe me that Mussolini is secking to bring 2
about a nrrmature peace that wnglri preserve the Nazi regime _: )
‘4n Germany and thrf:b:f protect his own regime in Italy, 2
Tezcr i convinced that Mussolini still leans toward
Germany DECAVSE {T] of considerations of regime and (2) ,..
pegause he fears that only with the entire weight of Cermany T—
cah Ttaly EXErcisEe -a real influEnce in European affairs 0
against France and England. In other w'nrds, Leger belicgyes :_ i
; A thet !ussolini still holds to the underlyipg gporinciplsgs — F‘: .H
f!h ' of his fellowship pact of f 2 'Lsgzr feels tIntE F G
the Ttalian people fully aware of their contribution to i
the Christion civilization of Western E;nrape, are alive to
their responsibility to protect that civilization from the
danger
5_
I




MJB 2= No, 3063, December 30, 7 Ps m, (Se0.One) from Paris

danger of Nazi Germany and Communist Russia,

END SECTION ONE)

BULLITT
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‘Secretary o f State,

e trlcgien

€
paraphrased before m :
communicated to anyont. () Parls

pated December 30, 1939
. " s O
&:e*d B8:05 peme

'ﬂa_!m.ngton. g ; 1 l.ﬂ 9 m

%063, Deoember 30, 7 Pe Mo (SECTION TWO}

Tn these circumstances the F‘i-:mh Gov, mment has £77 r;
considered 1t the course of universal ¥ neither to force
Italy nor to attempt to bargain with her to abandon the :
policy of "non=belligerency” e . 1t is the French hope that
by a natural evolution Italy despite m=ollini's m‘zqispmi-
tions will come to now where her true {ntereats lie. In
the meantime Francet is prepared through the purchase of
Ttalian zoods and & lenient enforcement of the blockade to
make this non=belligerency as profitable as possible to
Ttalye LEZET said that the French military authorities
point out that the free exchange accruing to Italy as &
pesult of this policy BSErVES only td strengthen a potential
enemy of Francts The military, he seid, are also eritieal
of the policy prcause of the surplics which it 13 known
are reaching Germany through I1talye. Leger's reply to
these critics 1is that no policy vis a vis Ttaly could DE
elabora ted that did net entall risis.

EMB BULLITT
NFL '
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MJB
This telegram m RECEIVED
paraphrascd before being Parld s
communiceted to anyone,

Dated Deeember 30, 1939

/

FHQIII Reo'd © p‘m. NVISION OF

ENROPEAN AFTAIRS

Secretary of State,

Wgahingtons H

-——

"2 1940

U PARTUF IT OF STATE

3063, Dccember 30, 7 pems. (SECTION FOUR)

Leger does not rate the perspicacity of diplomats very
high, He thinks 1t likely that many chiefs of mission here
and particularly the represgentatives of some of the small
neutral states and the Italian Ambassador have planéd too
much importance to the possibility of political change
within France and to the current of opinion here that would
11ke to turn the fury of French and British feelings on
Russia and the-~cby get out of war with Germany, LeEger sald

that French policy vis a vis Italy is concentrated upon

the tesk of making Mussolini understend that France 1s in

this war to the bitter end and that no matter what domestic
political changes might occur no Government of France could
do other than prosecute the present war to the end that is
now sought, namely, the destmiction of a German government
inapired by the precedent of Gsnghiq Khan rather than
traditions of European Christianity, He sald that at the

ogtazt




!

2= Noe 3063, Deoember 30, 7 peme(Sec.Four) from Paris

outset of this war France had found herself with her back
to the wall there was no further ground for retreat and
that it is of the utmost importance that Mussolinl be made

to understond that such was amd remains the oasce
BULLITT

WSB
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wls telegram nTELEGRAM RECEIVED

closely paraphrased be=- Fawig

fore” Jelng cOmmunicated ——— :

to - anyone. (D) Dated December »e,-1039

F“?E"d A:53 n,m,

NIVISION OF
EURQPEAN AFFAIRS

J*N 2 1940

-cember 30, @ p.m, . (SECTION THHEE ly-pagrweny Of STATE

mplled that this poliey of hopeful benevolence
[taly would have to be abandoned should Euasniini
3k hlmself by some "overt peace move" ecalculated
save Uermany from the punishment that is dus her. He
gald that lussolinil has had ample warning that while
¥rance would not take umbrage at Italy's policy of non-
celligerency it would react immedialely and strenuously
any efiort on Itsly's part to save the Nazi reglime
natural consequences of its ruthless acts of
and aggrandizement. He aseribed the. failure of
Spgln to take part in the German-Russian veEace
October-November to the fdrce of these warminga,
conngction Leger 1s unable to look upon the
of the ties between the Papacy and the head
ate ag foreshadowing .G1N UNDZRLINING)
IJNDERLINING) good for Europe. He 1s fearful that
¢

faetor 1In thls movement is Mussolini's desire to save

JEIMany DYy & premature peEacek.
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This telegram miBELEGRAM RECEIVED
closely paraphrased be- Faris

fore being commnicated
to anyone. (D)

.———'.l--I

plt:d December 30, 1939 b 5

> FRRM'a 9:03 p.m. i

Secretary of Btate, if
~ Washington. :}
i

ith respect to a

Leger is most susplclous of Holland w

further inoppeortune step in favor of peace. HE professed

P R e

the opinion that as between the immediate danger of material

1pss resulting from warfare on its territory and future }

subservience to an all powerful Germeny, Holland would choosE

the latter, He sald that herein lies the true gxplanation

of Hollend's unwillingness to accept an agreement with

8elglum. He sald that every geffort of Belglium to datE

looking to such sn agreement has DEEN repulsed by Hollard.
Unfortunately according to Leger the same supinemess

obtains in Sweden and NOTrway. In & preceding conversation
onarverlat had informed us that the qual d Orsay's first
impression of the Swedish and Norweglan reaction to thE

Fraenco=British demarche in fawvor nf subatantial aid teo

Pinland was not discouraging.

EMB BULLITT
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Datgd December 30, 1939
FRO

M
Rec'd 8:14 p.m. DIVISION OF
EUROPEAN AFFAIRS

JAN_ﬂmg

DEPARTMENY OF STATE

Washinr-ton.

4063, December 30, 7 pem. (SECTION FIVE)

er spoke of Mussolini's declaimer in connectlon

LEgE
with President Roosevelt's laudable interest in peace and
intment of Myron Taylor es the President's
personal representative at the Vatican. He aaid_thatth

@ nobed in the press yesterday the implication which he

e A

come fror the 'Thite House that the President

does not believe that the next few months would prove

oppertune for any peace move and-that probably elrcums tances

would not be such as to favor such a move before next fall

or latera.

Leger remarked that this was manifestly true,
t France and cngland are determined to build a new Europe
mature not a premature fcqcs. It is his view that a
peace move during the military inactivity of the winter
sould only complicate matters for France and England and

therefore arouseg resentment here.

SULLITT




MJB

Thia: Bleqran w RECEIVED
parapm*aa‘t‘ .}rfo

communicated to anyone, (D) -~ Dated December 30, 1039

Reec'd, 2:08 p.m.

FrOM
M " DIVISION OF
Sccretary of State, EURDPFAN AFFAIRS
Vlashiingtbon, [ e 91N
3063, Deoember 30, 7 pe me (SECTION SEYEN)™I™ QST

charveriat it would not have beem surprising to the Quail ar
Orsay had this demarche met with the immediate reply that

the Norwegian and Swedish Governmenta could not entertain
any wroposal. looking to their participation 1n substantial
ald by France and England for Frnlanﬂ.- Charveriat said

that instrad of such a refusal the two governments had
accepted the demarche without closing the door to examination
and study of the problem, LEger on the other hand, who had
just come from a long conference with Daladier and who
therefore may have had information not available to
Charveriat when we talked to him, said that the demarche-

had been refused by Norway and éw:d:n. Asked to explain

the noture of the refusal he replied that-the two Secandinaviarn
countries had said that they could not cooperzte beyond vhat
would be nossible and proper’ unde: international law ard that
in any®event whatever they did must remain geerct from

GETMANY e

BULLITT
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This telegram
peraphrascd betHELEGKAM RECEIVED

communicated to anyone, (D) ‘ Paris

Picl--“d Decenber 30, 1930
Rec'd 9:15 peme

Seerctary of State,

Wash ton,
ashing; 9 1o

3063, December 30, 7 ps m. (SECTION EIGHT) o ragvwr o siaTe

Leger said that the Norweglans and the Swedes had been
informed that France and England were prepared to go the
1imit in assisting the Finns; that it had been pointed out
that the independence of Norway and Sweden was a matter of
vital interest to France and England and that whatever might
be the consequences of Norwegian and Swedish cooperation
these consequences would be met in a forthcoming manner by
France and England with the full might of their

Leger's reaction to what he termed an ovEr-:wEEning
material interest on the part of the neutral states and
particularly Holland, Norway, and Sweden one ofl contempt
than of depression. He appears not to entertain the
slighterat doubt as to the outcome of this war no matter
what may be the ultimate role of the small European neutrals

or Italy,

BULLITT
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED
This telegram must be closely -
paraphrased before bé e
communicated to anyone, (D)

i A Y

From Meted December 30, 1959
ReEc'd, 9125 p.m.

e )
3063, December 30, 7 pem., (SECTION NINE) i PART ) O STATE
He was most emphatic on the point that everything possible

Secretary of State, Yol
:?&!hiﬂgtﬂﬂ-

would be done to further and strengthen non-belligerent or
pro=-allied tendencies in Italy but that if Italy should
take the lecad in a nEw German peace offensive France would

have no alternative but to reconsider her policy toward 5-:w j
Rome o :

Leger said that France and England have no concern
whatsoever about what may be Russia's reaction to Franco=-
British policy either in the Scandinavian area or in the
Balkans, He explained, however, that the allies have no
intention of taking the initinﬂva in bringing their
relations with Russia into line with their contempt ard
enmity for everything that Soviet Russia stands for, He said
that the controlling consideration on this polnt was that it
would be foolish for France and Enzland to take the initiative
in bringing about a situation which might worsen mattcrs at
this time for thelr ally, Turkey.,

(END OF !"ESSAGE) ]

BULLITT
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This telepram.must be Paris
*1osely paraphrased be=-

far inr communicated Dated January 15,1540
5 T frey
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S5E Y
o Ingto
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y WEATIUATY
e
¥ LA ¥
T I M I - i E |
Leger said to me this afternoon t in his opinion
ErPE WErE at least 75 ehances in a8 100 that Hitler would
#
ke Nk £ £rl =um Iin the very EADI ITULUTrE.
- -1 mtil about tw WEEK 150 tlEY ad bE=
leved L) lini ld procure him a good GeETrman ps
1T ¥ I r ¥ 17 1 rir - |-\: ¥ [ Ty anc
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FS - arket o S

This telegram must bE Paris

closely paraphrased bee

fore being communicated From Dated Jsnuary 18
to anyone. (C)

: Seerctary of State,
dashington,
a8
80, Jamuary 15, 9 p.ms (SECTIC

He felt that ifitler now knew e woul

There was eviderce increasing hourly thot

cided to attack Belrium and the Netherl:

German -Genergl Staff was 'still. op

(In this: cormeection 'L

ther band hold a ‘hifh opinio:

£ LITLAr - 4

g e , it i .
¥ bel iy

] 3 r
ala=t + : % ™ re




... TELEGRAM RECEIVED
SR FROM cld (9220 pam.

L

Ji nuary 1':'1 . #liie {L'E-':I:.l'-f r"- }'ﬂ-q ARTMINT | - |

I rwent on to-say that although the probable attack |
t ' rlarl and 1pium dominated kb itudation at |
mement the TFrench Government had by no means forgpotten
power of the Finns, He happy to say that the first
lan sgnt to Finland' (sei Nos, 3062, December 30,
DaMe) Had already arrived and had taken thr air toddy. |
: .
‘hi pestlion of aid tp Finland was becoming more. and '
LCE. BC licatéd. The French Government  had offered to
1 an army to Finland gither by way of Norway and Sweden
C L Wl . Th -Jh'f"'." E LT . BT W ECLE had
{ El ED 1 *ENG rrny to Finlond I
i { ] t Ermit any expeditior :
i 3 ad - I
1t French had gon o far as to propose that if the |
ould rel the three Polish destroyvers which are |
v with the British fleet they would add sufficient
' 1:erulsers to thi 2 Strong Pollsh fleet ond |
3lish fleet would cover the landing of the French
I Petaomo.
BU I'T
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

H3U

Thia telegrast must be
closely parantrascd
before beinzg corrmuni-
egtEd t» anyone,. (D),

Sceretary of 3tate,

Washington,

127, January 25, 10 p. n,

STRICTLY CO™™™ ™ T"AL. FOR THE SECRETARY.

;\ In reply to your letter of Novernber 242 reecived
recently in which you indicate that you would like to
have my personal opipiaﬁsu

One. I have no doubt about the determination of =

either France or England to go on fightinz until the % E

Nazi reglie in Germany shall have been destroyed,
Daladier and Chamberlain are preparing far a three

years war, The political position of btoth Prime Minlsters

9G4y | 7 €SS YW M iy

at the moment 13 strong, It wlll probably renaln streng
unless there should be severe rmillitary reverses,

Two, The allies will not attack this yrar either
on the western front or in the Near East,

The GErmans may attack on the western front,

(END SECTION ONE),
BULLITT
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

HSM FROM' paris

This telegram must be :

closely peraphrased Dated January 25, 1940
before being communi-

cated to anyone. (D). Ree'd 3:35 n., r,, 26th

Secretary of State,

Washington,

127, January 25, 10 p, n, (SECTION TWO).

That Fitler desires to attack France by way of
the Netherlands and Belgium but that the Geroan zEneral
staff is opposed to an attack for EhE following reasons:
(a) At the moment the defensive 4is ruch stronzcr than
the mffsnsivz} (b) a mdss attack would consume so great
& nortion of Germany's reserves of raterial that the
failure of such an attack would leave Germany with
supplies for less than a year of defensive warfare;
(c) because the Gerraﬁ geEneral staff estirates that
such an attack would be unsuccessful: (d) becausr the
Erian general staff hoves that if the Germany Army
~aMEs no attaok Germany ray be able to hold out lonzer
financially and econorically than Great Britain and
france; and also that attacks on shippinz by subrarines,

=i

irplanes and rmines ray bring England to a comoro

:;1!_

DELACE ,




. TELEGRAM RECEIVED

JT

This telegram must be FROM PARTS

closely paraplrased be- I

fore b@ing comunicated Dated January 26, 1940

to anyone, (D) :
Rec'd 4:50 pem,

Seeretary of State,

Washi ng?n.

127, January 25, 10 p.m. (SECTION THREE)

The disagreement as to policy between Fitler and leaders
of the Nazi Party on the one hand and most of the important
officers of the general .atafr'on_tlﬂz other may possibly lead
to a serious dispute this sapring, .

Mussolini's position remains that of a turkey buzzard
soaring and peering and hoping for something dead to eat,

I am entirely certain that he 8till hopes that Germany will
bE victorious and that Italy will obtain North Africa and
S3yria as carrion, France and England cannot offer Italy a
comparable meal, Mussolini therefore, will not abandon s
hobe of German victory although he will attempt to alleviate
Italy's »resent financial and Economic misery by sales of
war supnlies to France and England, He himself will continue
to mintain close and friendly relations with Hitler while
using Ciano to say pleasant things to the British and French

. Ambaasadors in Rome

BULLI TP




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

JT

This telegram must be FARIS

closely paraplrased be-

fore being communicated FROM Datced January 25, 1940

to anyone, (D)
Ree'd 3:44 p.m, 26tk
Secretary of State,

Washington,

127, January 25, 10 p.m. (SECTION FPOUR)

So long as the Italian Government continues to force
an annual increase of 450,000 souls in an over-pooulatcd
peninsula Italy's foreign policy will NEcessarily be a bad
neighbor policy involving a readincss to attack and swallow
anyone ~f her neighbors sufficiently unlucky to grow weak.

Four, . The Pope 1is Entirely aware of the spiritual
limitations of Mussolini's interest in peace. In the COUrse
of 45 minutes Ef intense conversation on international
politics rkich}had with His Holinrss a frw days aéo in Rome
he expressed the pleasure that the appolntment of Myron
Taylor had ziven him and said that he hoped that at somr fut:

day he erd the President in colla oration could help 3=

tablish peace on rarth,

NPL:NK
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humanity,

talian Governn

entanglements and

(%) ahd

The Pope went

British and French were determined to go on fighti

-
RN Ly gl

s |

until Hitler and the Nagzis should have disapprar:

il
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This telegrem musgt be
closely paroaphrosed ‘be-

1ore belng communicated FROM
to enycne, (D)

PARIS

Dated January 25, 1940

Rec'd 6 po m 26th

wWas extremely
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

|l & |
This telesram must be FROM
closely paraphrosed be- PARIS
I'ore being communicnted
to anyone., (D) Dated January 25, 1940

Heec'd 6:20 p. m. 26th
S€ercetary of State,

Washington,

Le%, January €5, 10 p. ms (3ECTION SEVEN)
Five. . The Pope expressed the opinion with which ; .
I entirely Afree that not even the most ample supplies

of arms and ammunition and airplanes will be sufficient

]

L0 Prevent theg defeat of the Finns unles fighting men
e

shall be sent soon from abroad to Join in the defense

tad

of Finland, At tne PreEsent moment Daladier desires to
3end divisions or French Classeurs Alpins to Finland
out neithep liorway nor Sweden will permit theip
'8S330E and Great Britain wili not agree to a naval
lEscent on Petsanio or Huﬁnnnsk. Daladier's personal
LEelings with PEgard to the Russian attack on Finland
4rE 80 strong that he may be able to drive the British

into agreement fopr a French attack on Petsamo. Since

such an expedition would be bEyond the ability of British ’
troops or officers to carry out the possibility of
saving Finland seems to depend Entirely on French
soldiers and Daladier's determination,
SULLITT
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

HSM Paris

This telegram must be !

closely naraphrased PROM. Y patitd January 25, 1940
before belng communi-

cated to anyone, (D), Rec'd 4:30 p, m., 26th

Secretary of State,
Washington,

RUSH

127, January 25, 1® p, m, (SECTICN NINE)
The Finns have made ft elear to everyone in

Europe that Stalin's aystem of government is the

)

most inefficient possible from the polnt of view of
military s;crEngth and human uwzli‘ar-,r:;I although nerhaps
the most efflcleént in the production of misery and lice,
The spectre of Bolshevism sweeping Surope Mas been re=-
nlaced therefore by the }mpﬁ of Europe sweeping out

Bolsheviam, (END OF IMESSAGE).

BULLITT
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.of fear that "total war" (except against British shipping)
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SR
TELEGRAM RECEIVED |

RFP AL —

This telegram must be Parls

cloaely paraphrasegd beg=-

fore being communicated FROM Dated February 27, 1940

to. anyone, (C & br)
Rec'd 6:22 p.m.

Secrctary of State pa—

DIVISION
'."."ﬂﬁhf.l'lgtﬂﬂ L . um‘-f@ﬂ% ?
VAT 2 8

263, February 27, 8 p.m. (SECTIOf

STRICTLY OOY...ciTAL. P Tgeen by (N1

4 French army commander told a member of the Embassy
staff several days ago that he had no 1deéa how and where
this war was going to bé fought but:-that he would be more
than pleased 1f the enemy would attack his section of ‘the

line,

- -

This statement is aymﬁtamatic of the general view
now obtalning heres, It 1s stlll hoped that Hitler will

teke the initiative but there 1s a strong undercurrent

will not materiallze unless France and England assume the

2211 / 6c6l HYM NVid a.i 11000¥8

e L —

offensive,
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

RFP VR T,
This telegPfam must be Paris

closely paraphrased be= FROM
fore being communicated Dated February 27, 1940

to anyone, (br)
Recld 68:27 p.m.
Secretary of State

Washington

263, February 27, '8 pem, (SECTION TWO).
Much is now heard in various circles here of the
desirabllity of sending a Franco=British expeditionary

force to Finland., For the past month the press and

particularly the more influential newspapers of mcderat

and rightlst opinion have Been increasingly. insistent
upon organized military ald for Finland and "rec

of the fundamental hostility of Russia to French
British aims", Impetus has ‘been given to the talk
favor of the despatch of ‘a Franco=British military
Expedition to Flnland by rumors i g -the past

or four days of the presence of

units off Petsamo and Murmansk,

marked that the Russian army 1is

proved showlng as to warrant th

cfficers have been lending

(END SECTION TWO).

JHL :NPL




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

RFP
This teElegrom must be . Paris

closely paraphrased be-

fore belng dbmmunicated Dated February 27, 1940
to anyone, (C) - FROM

Rec'd 7:15 p.m.
Secretary of State
Washington

—
263, February 27, 8 p.m. (SECTION THREE).

Inquiries by our Milltary Attache based on these
stories have elicited the informeation that the Frsncﬁhh'
military outhorities are orgenizing an EXxpeditionary
unit (something about the size of a division perhaps)
to be sent to Finlend and to reach there presumably by
way of Petsamo not later than the end of March., Tt is
belleved that thils unit 1s composed largely of chasseurs
alpins and that the plan 1s to have it cooperate with
a gimilar force of Canadlans nnd a third unit to be
composed of Polish troops.

The Qual A'Orsay holds to the-statement that the
French Government has entered into no commitment to send
an expeditionary force and furthermore,. that Finland has
not even requested such ald, Charveriat points out thet
it is the duty of the military to plan for all eventunli-
ties ond to consider any opportunity to further the
French cause that may present 1tself, but that such

preparation does not commit the French Covermment, It

therefore




RFP -2« #2863, February 27, 8 pe.m, (SECTION THREE) from Parls

therefore seems that thet section of public opinion
which insists upon o clear=-cut position toward the
Soviet Union 1s still well ahead of copinion obtaining

at the Quui.d'ﬂrsay.

NK:NPL




RFP

This telegr 1

closcly piraTELEGRAM RECEVED

fore being communicated Dated FPebruary 27, 1940
to anyone, (br) :

Rec'd 7:25 p.m,
. FROM
SeEerctary.of State i

Washington

263, February 27, 8 p.m. (SECTION FOUR).

There 1s nlso much talk current concerning the
possibllity of allied action agninst the Baku oil field
( the only Russian oil fi1eld that appears to be pro=
ducing in important quantities at this time) and of
Joint Franco=-British-Turkish military action looking to
the isolation of Rumonia, first from Russia, and secondly
from Germany, -Disauaaiona along this 1line generally
recognize that a major effort in the Near E%st would be
hazardous so long as Italy's position remeins enigmatical.
Ch:rvsriﬂtis renark about the duty of the French military
to plan with respect to any opportunity that might arise
also applies to this talk of allied action in the Near
Enﬂf. .

While the foregoing contains 1little that may be
characterized as fact, the 1ively interest that is being
shown here now in the possibility of an Anglo=French
initlative looking to the creztion of a new war front
is certainly worthy of note, even if it 1s indicative of
nothing more than increasing fear that France and England -
may yet have to force the paces

(END OF MESSAGE).,
NK2NPL : MURPHY
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' TELEGRAM RECEIVED -~ |
JT GRAY :
PARIS '
Dated March 27, 1940
= |
7 Rec'd 5:40 pem.
; ¥ e AL 4
Secretary of State, i1 A
Washington, \ } MAR 28 1940 |
o pog : f’ o |'
-pARTMENT OF STA !
401, March 27, 9 p.me (SECTION ONE) | PEMD———=—"(n |
Yesterday evening in a radio address in which he E} ¢
promiesed "war in all fields" Reynaud presenttd himself to Ei
AL the French people for the first time in the role of Prime %E i
Minlsters o 1
c.

If one can accurately Jjudge from the press reaction
this morning the new Prime Minister was more successful in
his first contact with the public than in hls first encounter

with the Chamber, 'r

k This morning's press notes that the Prime linlster as-
sured the people of France that they would all be put to work
to gain undoubted victory for France, Thls nss:n.-ur;cf ob=
serves the press should be sufficlent for the time being as

1t 1s obviously impossible "completely to develop a program

of success in ten minutes", =




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

CK

A portion of thls telegrafiROM Paris

musat DE cloaely paraphrased

before being communicated Dated March 27, 1940

te anyone, (Br)
; . Rec'd 8355 pem,

Secretary _of State

VWashington

401, March 27, 9 p.m. (SECTION HO )

{ﬁRﬂY} This tolerence inherent in the "walt and see
attltude” that has now come to the foreground in centrast
with the definite reserve with which the news of the
formation of the Reynaud cabinet was first recelived 1s
probably to be explained largely by recognition over the
Easter hollidays of the prejJudlce to which the majority of
one vote in the Chamber and the critical attitude of French
npinl?n toward the new cabinet subjected the Allied cause in
neutral European caﬁntrizs.{END GRAY)

The .softening of Ff:nch opinion no doubt also reflects
opinion eritical of Parliament which firat upset the
Daladier government without really meaning to do so and
secondly made impossible a prompt and effective solution of
the crisls thus preclpltated,

While opinion in France i1s doubtless no more enthusie
astic over the outcome of the erises than when Reynaud
rresented himself and hls cablnet to the Chamber it neEver=

theless recognizes that a show of descipline behind the

lines
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

_ GRAY
PARIS
Dated March 27, 1940
Ree'd 8:10 p.m,

FrROM

Secretary of State,
Washington,

401, March 27,-9 p.m. (SECTION THREE)

_ Reynaud stated last night in his broadcast that he had
"hoped for unanimity™ and that he had sought "the collabora-
tion of all parties™, "This unenimity", he continued, "will
come but 1t 1s not by adroitnesa that we are .to attain 1it:
it is by the result of our actions",

French opinion is willing at least for the time being
to accept this test of "action®,

Reynaud :xpiain:d by indireuticn.why desplte the un-
satiafacgnrj vote in the Chamber the Government had decided
to hold on while awalting "unanimity”, He said that, "If,
in the meantime, in the midst of a war France had offered the
spectacle of ont of those serles of ministerlal erlses, but
even in peace=time the Enecy propaganda -
would surely have denounced the fallure of our demociacy and
the impotence of our regime"3 that in fact "if they had seen
emerge from a series of ministerial crises an impotent
government without the support of the nation and ineapable
of directing the country, that indeed would habe been lire

Hitler's chance",

EMB:NPL
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

GRAY
FrOM
Paris
Dated March 27, 1940
N Rec'd 9:14 p.m,

Secretary of State

Washington

401, March 27, 9 p.m. (SECTION FOUR)

In ReEynaud's words "This danger has been avolded;
it 1s now a question of governing" =« "The objective is
to conquer the enemy". Reynaud pointed out that war,
to be carried to victory, requires a total effort on the
part of the country, "Even before military victory" said
he "our diplomatlc successes willl depend on our force, on
the number of our tanks, cannon and alrplanes, And these
tanks, cannon and airplanes themselves depend on our will
to work, on our moral resolutlon, and cn the capacity of
all Frenchmen to suffer and to peErsevere, those in the
rear and thodse at the front, The fature depends on us,

Our salvation is in our own hands",

e e




TELEGRAM RECEIYED

CK !
This telesran must be

closely pAaraphrased be- Dated March 27, 1940
fore being communicated [

to anyong, (Fr,) FROM Rec'd 9:20 p.m,

Secretary of State

Washington

401, March 27, 9 p.m, (SECTION FIVE)

In the light of these words and the obvious desire
of French opinion to give the Government the benefit of
the doubt In the interests of wiﬁning a war In which the
"stakes are total stakes™ it 1s not surprising that the
press today should be canvassging the military, diplﬁmatiﬂ
and economic fields with respect to the possibllities of
a success which will mean either continuance in office or
defeat for the present government in the near future,

No one who 1s aware of the facts really belleves that
in the short period available to Reynaud to prévr his
worth military operations of importance can be initiated
by the Xllies, Also no one eExpeets Germany to solve the
major problem confronting the Allies by itself taking the
initlative. Llkewlse no one in France has for a-long time
bEllieved that eeonomic warfare will prove a decisive factor
within the relatively near future, It 1s therefore natural
that the press should concentrate today on the diplomatipc
field, e

MURFHY
EMB
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

GRAY

FROM Faris
Dated March 27, 1940

Ree'd 9:30 pa.ma

Secretory of State

[ _ Washington

401, March 27, 9 p.m, (SECTION SIX)
It 1s in this field that the energy or lack of
:é energy of the Reynnud government is expected to reveanl
itself. Three possibilities for succeZs are suggested,
The firat 1s th-t Reynaud willl force 2 show down

with respeet to the small European neutrals, For example '

; ‘Germamy utilizes the neutral waters of Scandinavia in order E
: to obtain vital necessities such as Swedish iron ore. ;
' Le Temps observed last night that Germany cannot with |

impunity violate the neutrality of the territorinl watgrs
‘of the Scandinavian stotes without England and France
acquiring the right to enter these waters the neutrallity

of which the Scnndinavian states are impotent to defend,

e ga S B S
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

____
CK Paris
This telegram must be FROM
closely paraphrased bee Dated March 27, 1940
fore Being communicated
to anyone, (Br, ) -Ree'd 9:35 p.m,

Secretary of State

Washington

401, March 27, 9 p.m, (SECTION SEVEN)

Vigorous action with respect to German shipping in
Norwegian territorial waters might give the Reynaud govern-
ment the success that 1is NECEIsary to 1lts continuance in
POWEr,

Another field of possible successful action according
to the press would be Iéﬂly. It is g:nérally recognized
that Allled initiative in the Balkans, the Black Sea and
possibly farther east is largely dzpcndzﬁt upon Italy's

ultimate role in the var., It is therefore suggested by

1 a number of writers that one of Mr Reynaud's first actsa
may be to send former Prime Minister Laval along, standing
E Exponent of Franco-Italian friendship, to Rome as Ambusandaf.

MURFHY
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

CK Paris

This telegram must be

closely paraphrnsed be- FROM Dated March 27, 1940
fore belng communicnted-

to anyone, (Br) Received 9:41 p,m,

.SEcrEtary of State
ﬁuahingtun

401, March 27, 9 p.m. (SECTION EIGHT)

A third suggestion 1s that the Reynaud Government
will seek to strengthen and to extend the undersatanding
of France and England with Turkey so that if all else
fails naval aetion in the Black Sea a~re~ if nothing more
complic-ted moy become = possibility., 'ith respect to
this and related suggestions it is recognized by such
writers ns Pertinax that Turkey should be 2llowed the
last word and that state of bélli;trznc: must not be
forced upon Russia but freely elected by Russian if that
country 1s in reality an ally of GErmany, There ia in
fact widesprend recognition here th-t the alllance vith
Turkey must rniot be gubjected to unreasoncble atraln, thno
in faet Turkey and Russi- <pe immedi - te neighbors and

will long remain ao,

-
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

CK Paris

A portion of this t:lcgrﬂ?
must be closely paraphras , g Dated Marech 27, 1940

before being communicated
to anyone, (Br) 2 Rec'd 9:45 pam,
.Secretary of State

Washing ton

401, March 27, 9 pems (SECTION NINE)

With respect to Russis, today's press carries the
story that Souritz, the Soviet Ambassador to France,
has been divested of his functions as Ambassador in re-
Sponse to French complaint that Souritz's telegram of
congratulation to Melotov on the conclusion of peEace with
Finland was of such 2 nature as to make him PErsona non
grata to France, The fact that this news has-been allowed
to come from Moscow instead of being <nnounced here con-
firms the impression that Fronce continues in the policy of
"ealling a spcde a spade" with respect to the Soviet Union,
but of leaving the initiative with Moscow if the pace 1s
to be forced to anything like belligerency. The fact is
that the latest development in Froneco=Soviet relations is
not expected here tg have anything approaching grave con=-

SEQUENCES,

MURPHY




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

CK Paris

This telegrom must +]3 ks

closely paraphrased: be= Dated Mareh 27, 1940
fore being communicated :

to anyone, (Br)" Reetd 9:50 Pem,
SEcretary of State

Washington

401, March 27, 9 Pemy (SECTION TEN)

In summary it may be said that French opinion
RETrEES with the Reynaud cabinet's estim- te of the situation
which lead it despite the unsatisfactory vote of the
Chamber f1ve days ago to remain in nfficﬁﬂ To have done
otherwise woulg have, as ur, Reynaud Suggested last night,
Played into the hands of France's EnEmies, Nevertheless
French opinion TEmaing expectant toward the Government,
Either "the results of our aetion" will convipee the
French public that 1t has' gained what 1t wants namely o
EOVErnment of aetion or Fronee will have a new cabinet in
the nesr futurg, At the same time the pnssibility of
SOmE outstanding success for the Government 2t an garly
date does not seem VEry bright,. (END oF MESSAGE)

MURPHY
EMB '
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JT
This telegram must be FRrROM PARIS
closely paraphrased be-
fore being cormunicated Dated April 19, 1940
to anyone, (0) ™
Rec'd 3:43 pem,

Secretary of State,

- Wlashington,

503, April 19, 7 peme (SECTION
Rochat tells ua that the best information availsble

here regarding the atate of railway communication at

certain points in the Netherlands is to the elfect that the

Duteh Covernment found it necescary to.take such action

for internel reassons rather than because of any threat of

invasion, He sald that 1t 13 true that the Duteh Government

haa been much conoerned over "Nazl fermentation" and

Ol V4 NVIIQUAT 11000%L

believea that the present procedure is the most effective

way of coubating 1t, Rochat said there is no evidence of 2
an impending aect of aggression on the part of Cermany, e
I
lochat also sdld that there Is absolutely no new id
GevElopment in Franco-Italian relations, <The French G
Covernment 1s convinced that Italy is planning no irmediake
action Either in the Balkans or in the Medlterranean, such
,/ a3 the ccecupation ol Corfu, The Italiana are engaged it
i - ( d 3 - ¥
" 7 naval manguvers vhich have no particular silgnificayces
8 = :
there 1s no evidenee of moblilizatlon, and France 8 thEing
. oo
W e -
iy Ecial measures at thias Lineg, _: =
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JT

this telegram must be FrROM PLRTS
closely naraphraged hpe PR e

TEs frhjf"lJr-'” Yated Aprll 19, 1940

ADDAEY " T T pettia (SECTION ™0)
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