


‘- Communications from France

Telegrem No. 548, April 30, 1940, (740.0011 E.W.1939/2662)

Telegram No. 5565, May 1, 1940, ( " /2508 )
Telegram No. 571, May 3, 1940, ( /2636 )
Telegram No. 593, May 8, 1940, ( " /27357 )
Telegrem No. 632, May 11, 1940, ( " /2840 )
Telegram No. 657, May 14, 1940, ( " /2066 )
Telegram No. 659, May 14, 19840, ( "/2086 )
Telegrem No. 665, May 15, 1940, ( "/2086 )
Telegram No. 682, May 15, 1940, ( " /5060 )
Telegram No. 760, May 20, 19840, ( "/3174 )
Tol;gz-m No. 767, May 20, 1940, ( n/2855 1/28 )
Telegram No. Bl0, May 22, 1940, ( n/2866 3/28 )
Telegram No. 851, May 24, 1940, ( "/2866 6/28 )
Telegram No. 879, May 25, 1940, ( /2855 6/28 )
Telegram No. 915, May 28, 1940, ( "/2855 8/28 )
Telegram No.-920, May 28, 1940, ( "/2856 9/28 )
Telegran No. 944, May 20, 1940, ( "/2855 11/28 )

Telegram No. 947, May 29, 1940, (340.1115A4/756 1/2)
Telegram No. 948, May 29, 1940, (740.0011 E.W.1939/2855 14/28)

Telegram No. 962, May 31, 1940, ( "/2855 13/28 )
- Tn:.agra:n{ No. 964, May 31, 1940, ( " /2855 15/28 )
Telegram No. 1004, June 3, 1940, ( " /o855 16/28 )
Telegram Ho. 1017, June 3, 1940, ( "/2866 17/28 )
Telegram No. 1018, June 3, 1940, ( "/2856 18/28 )
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Telegram No. 1023, June 4, 1940, (740.0011 E. W.1939/2866
Telegram No. 19, July 5, 1940, ( "/4566

Casablanca Telegram No. 66, July 8, 1940, ( "/aT71

Madrid Telegram 369, July 12, 1940, ( ".;’maa

Telegram No. 77, July 15, 1940, (851.00/2029)
Telegram 107, July 19, 1940, (740.0011 E.W.1939/4762)
Telegram Ho. 255, August 4, 1940, (793.94/16009)
Despatch No. 4, September 16, 1940, (851.00/2139)
Telegram 613, September 23, 1940, (740.0011 E.W,1939/5652)
Telegram 655, September 28, 1940, ( " /6769 )
Telegram No. 896, October 5, 1940, ( " /5064 )
Telegram No. 760, October 16, 1940, ( "/6111 )
Telegran 803, October 23, 1940, (761.94/1231)
Telsgram 805, October 23, 1940, (741.51/425)
Telegran 808, October 23, 1940, (741.51/427)
Telegram 809, October 23, 1940, (741.51/430)
Telegram No. 810, October 23, 1940, (741.51/429)
Telegram 813, October 24, 1940, (741.51/428)
Telegram 822, October 25, 1940, (741.51/434)
Telegram 1109, December 9, 1940, (740.0011 E.W.1939/7068)

Telegram No. 174, February 8, 1941, (740.0011 P.W./81)
Telegram No. 445, April 16, 1941, (761.9411/97)

Telegram No. 682, June 12, 1941, (740.0011 E.W.1939/11994)
Telegram No. 688, June 13, 1941, ( v/12027
Telagran 707, June 16, 1941, ( "/12118
Telegram No. 927, July 24, 1941, ( n/13461
Telegram No. 23, January 7, 1942, (851.00/2610)
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Communications from France

Telegram MNo.
Telegram Ho.
Telsgrem No.
Telsgrem No.
Telegram No.
Telegream No.
Telegram No.
Telsgram No.
Telegram No.

313, February 27, 1942, (740.0011 E.W.1939/19836)
407, March 17, 1948, ( " /20422 )
492, April 2, 1942, (851.00/2709)

631, April 29, 1942, (740.0011 P.W./2380)

789, June 1, 1942, (751.65/773)

882, June 17, 1942, (762.94/556)
909, June 24, 1942, (761.94/1406)
1120, August 1, 1942, (711.51/261)
1227, August 22, 1942, (851.00/2943)
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telegram must he PARIS
Ely paraphrased be=-
E bEing corrmmunlicated Dated April 30, 1940
ariyones (D) FrOM

Reo'd 3:45 peme
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fore being comunicated
to anyonts (D)
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TELEGRAM RECE

cX

This telegram must bE i -
closcly paraphrasgd be- FROM Dated May C, 1940

fore belng commmunicated . i
to anyong, (D) Rec'd 5:22 phine

DIVISION oF

;.T:"“;*:;;%@

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Seorctary of State =

Ylaghington

593, lay 8, 6 peme(SECTICN ONE)

I discussed the general situation today with Paul

_f-' Reyraud and also with Legeras
f F
W “obth insisted that the French and British governrents ;
I were pushing the operaticns in Narvik as hegd 7. poarible ;I
and stated that they did not believe that the Girmans would I
ne ablE to send sav further reinforcements to dervik by: O
irplane eince the Allied troops at last have been suppllied ;
with sufricient anti-sireraft guna and machineg ng to r.




~2=#593, May 8, 6 pems (Section One) from Paris,

They think that as scon as Hitler shall have returned a
portion of his air force from Korway he will enter Tu
by way qf Slovenia in order to precipitate an

attack on Yugoslavia, They clso believe that

make a move against Rumania in ordcr to precipltats

Sovliet attack on Bessarablae
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

MT

This ttlesram must be
closely paraphrased 'De=
foreg being communicated
to anyone, (Br)

Seeretary of State,

VVashington,

= 7

532, Hay 11, 5 Dl

& P T TP
STRICTLY

unelo

Parls
Dated May 11, 1940
Reo'd 2:25 p.m.

Diviginy 3¢
rt_J!-'lnq il a "'-Ilt"

informed me th he be=-

course of an address

therlands: and BElgium and

yonfident that the invaslon
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JT ‘g:'

This telegram must be /5. U0

closely paraphrased bE *{Fmgiﬁ}
o o0 ¥

(2 oW o

h;

fore being corrmunicated

ing
to anyonge (D)

Secretary of Stateg,

Washington,

gernrn vy PERAAWAT POR THE FRESIDEINZ. &

M= r - YA ta =
The Germana "have launched

T == . ¥ o

modern times on theg French army 1T
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ADLE Tt rib asouthern and e et vy ' ) at will,
(END SECTION ONE)
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

PARIS

J7T ;

This telegra: must be
closely parephrrased DE=

fore being corrmnicated FrOM Dated May 14, 1940
to znyvone. (D)

Reold 5:03 pem,

Secretary of State, i

TTaahingtone

RUSH

657, liay 14, 7 peie - (SECTION TIO)

T heve taled with Eyewltnesses of the German bombings
in Belcium end Luxemburg, including-the Archduke Otto and

Bech, forgign linister of Luxemburg, :elther men, waaen,

nor cildren are bheing spared and the tales of horror

No one in Paris doubts that ilussolini l1s contemplating
pleasurably the Infliction of similar atrocitles, nftrmas

tion reaching the French Foreign Office today which LEeger

has just piven . indicates moreover that the Italians
are. trying to provoke-incidents which will give Glem en
excuste Tor abtecking ‘rancee The Italian colony in i=
as beeome most provoecative and insults to French end
Englisly in Italy continue,




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

"PAP PARIS

This telegram must DE

¢losgly paraphrased be- FROM Dated lay 14, 1940
fore being comrmunicated

to anycnes (D) Ree'd 5325 pefie

Secretary of State

Washington

RUSH

657, May 14, 7 peme (SECTION THREE) »

Nearly every member of the Prench Covermment and many
French senators have appealed fo mE today to ask you to

make a final effort to keep Italy from entering the war

as Germany's ally. Telegrams from the French Ambassador

in Rome today report that the Itallan press is rilled with

pralse of the American Government and its friendly gEsture

in eliminatingz certain duties on Itallan goods, Ponecet
_peports that this is being interpreted to mean that the

government of the United States approves of iiussolini's

present policles. Since you have handed Mussolini a carvot

of this variety I trust that you have not forgotten the club,
The suggestions that have been made to me are the
followings
(0ne) That the most powerful weapon to mploy ngeinat
Mussolinl wguld bE n_statm@ant by the Pope based on purc.y
spiritual grounds denouncing the barbarities which Germany

has inflicted on the Netherlands, Belgium and Luxemburge

BULLITT
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PAP

This telegran must DE FF
closely parnphrasai bE-

fore being cormmunicated

to anvonte (D)

-~

ggercbary ol State

vlashington




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

telegran must be
. paraphrased be-
ng com unlcated

onge (D)

FrOM

-~

ary of State

ghould go

do everything

All. the

2 o = ol
SENOLOTS

nave implored mE to pbtaln norE

-

nvE bECOME EXCEEAINELY depressEed

s w ¥ i BT nyatl
Fop . ag I Xnew I plangs YETE Oval

vou will have thought of other

uszsolini and I do not
ut I must end 1€ by
coie too late and

statesman, bEllEVES

this tinE




PAP =2« @57, i'ay 14 7 pems (SECTION FIVE) frjpm Paris

man in the French army is needed to stem the German advance

through Belgiu,

(END OF 11ESSAGE)

BULLITT




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

PAFP ARIS
This tglegras must bE

clesely poraphrased bE= FROM
foreg being comuminlent ed

to anyoRE,. (D

-

Dated iiay 14, 1940

Secretory of State

‘Inshinzton

1USH

659, 1oy 14, 7 Drme

I received from Rome at 7 cfslock this evening
Ambassader ‘Phillips' rush 341, ilay 14, noon,

T rcit thot it vas my duty to cormunleate the Informa=
tion 1t ceontaifhed immediotely to the Prime ITinister. HE
wag in a meeting of the llor Cabinet but eane out and I
communicated the information to him at 7el0 pems

He saicd that the Britlsh Ambassader in Paris bad just
#iven him the same nrws; e expressed the opinion that
Italy certainly would enter the war on the slde of Gﬁrmanj
and mizht even attack France tonight,

I asked where he expected the attack. He said that
it might come in Tunls or might be begun by bombardments
of the Riviera and iiaraeille by Italian plances,

The Prime ilinister went on the say that he felt

i¥solini had decided to aet at this moment because of the

Y HM
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P

FAF =Z2= 659, llay 14, 7 peme from Paris

appalling success which the German army had had

sector liontmedy-Sedane He sald that
with colossal tanks and at the same time w
overvhielming mass of bombardment plane

(EXD SECTION ONE)




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

PAP - Ph
This telegram ruat be

. - i ot TR e
closelr paraphrascd be- Jated liay 14,
fore being communlicate FRrOM
to anyongs (D) Ree'd G314 o

Seorcebary of 3tate

cheim e B
Iaghinrston

hay

= 7oy
Viall e

X e o OF =~ Eam oM ey
550, lay 14, 7 (SECTIDN T™0)

]fl w.le

The Cerqaan tanlks had erossecd the River lIgusE as

did not exist, Thev had run. throuzh the Frenech anti=tank

d of rallroad rails sun's GEET

onsist

j=h
m
. |
"
=
L
m
ta
[
']
e
[#]
=
0o

Fal

gonerete and protruding -from ground as if the ralls VErE

i

straw, They had crossed the anti-tanl: traps and had

Maginot Ling had been extended 1n that ¥Yeglon sipce thne
beginninz: of the war,.
Aeynaud then szaid "at this moment there ls notl

betwee: those Cermian tanl's and Parla",

attack to cut of the raids made bty this Cerman tank
vance but he did not Mnow what hopc of success remaint
Even without the particlpation of Italy, France fack
s

of the graveat and most terrible mioments in her his

Ath the participation of Italy the

Lol

not only for Fraance and England but for cvery country In

the world including the Unlted Statcs,

BULLITT

E stated that the French were attempting a councer
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

FAP

This telegram =ust be
¢losely paraphrasgd beE=-
fore being oorrmunicated
to anyone (D)

SeEerctary of State

FROM

PARIS
Dated May 14, 1940

Rec'd 6:43 pem,

Py (SECTIOY THREE)

'Te werE at one of the mos

history., ~France

brave as they Wwere,

attacks by tanks on the ground. and

bullets fram the alr,

mE to obtain ad

rould fight on but .the

rible moments in human

French soldiers,

eould not stand agalnst simultancous

bombs and machine

"

ditional aEeroplanes

told hinm I feared there were

vuar

submarine attacl:s on all shipning in the ied?

itish and french had an lnne

the Tnited
vialeh could bE used

implored me

ith Italy would involve
LErrangan,
lequate number of deskrovers,
a8 large number of cld
ectively agalnst avb=
have the Govevrmment
strovers to be without

*rench ‘and




Pauhvio

PAP

Thia :cln;;l'f;.tmm

closely parophris | RECEiMi:L:: 14, 1940
fore bELINg communicated——o—

to anyonee (D) Ree'd 8:10 pee

FrROM
ggeretary of Stote

‘Inshington

RUSH

§59, iiay 14, 7 Pele (SECTION FOUR)

He then went on to 84y that he had just talked with
the British Prine jiinister on the teLlEphoONE, The British
had been obsessed by the idea that the sglzure of Belgium
and the Netherlands vias mETELY o preparation for alr
nttacks on Englande e had convinced Churchill at 1aat that
the renl objective of the German ormy as the destruction
of the French arﬁy and Churehill had agreed /to send oll
the British plones available to ascist the French in the
jlontmedy Sedan aector,

: Reynoud agaln referred to the ov ervhelning effect of
the attaclz of heavy tonks comblned with inceasant cmbling
from the nlle

In oonclusion he thonked me with genuing gratitude for
'hnving glven him the informat.cn T hod cormmunicated and
said onceg mor: that at this moment VE faced the gnolavenert
not only of Europe and of ifrica, but also the rest of the
gorld by a barbarism vwhich vould erush tventy centurles o
Christian givilizations

(END OF 1iESSAGZ)

BULLITT
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fore bein unnmunlcnt:d
to any ang. (D) .anu

“Qffice this mernins at 10215, When I cnlled he

.. * I -
= TELEGRAM RECEIVED
This telegram must be————Paris
closely paraphrased be= -
Dated May 15, 1940

Reofd 10 asme

S:nnetary of State {ﬂ.{,ﬁ«f 2 5"{
#H{FTJF'#J : fgtj

uashingtan

665, May 15, noon. '
PERSONAL AND SITRET FOR TVE FRESIDENT,

Paul Reynsud asked me to come to. the Forelgn
gald that he vinﬂﬂ to- keep me and trrough rie
you fully Jrfor-fj rErsonally as 'E r..--
at the frhnt. The situation. eontinued to be qur
of the utmost gravity. Thz.frEuiEzt battle in
Hiatery was in progress In the reglonof Sedaf,

The Ceprmans had crosaed the leuse ot many points

riring t 8- olelock 1 it
to a i {1 3 that e TE t
ol L y 13 t -todzy’ i i 1
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i i - ‘ LE" & X i s | ’#l} =
e '] al ) OE 1 fentr r
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. TELEGRAM RECEIVED

This telegram must be_____Paris

elosely paraphrased be-
fore being communicated * Dated May 15, ‘1940

to 2Ny ONEG (D)
. Rec'd 9:40 a.m,

Secretary of State

washington




-2-#665, May 15, noon, (SECTION THREE) from Parls

Colonel Jacquin knew better than anyone else what
cnﬁld be bought in Ameriéa and that he had only to
order’ Jacquin to act in order to obtaln every plane
avallnble, HE 3aid that the dAifficulty was thiat
Jacquin was uot aware of the extreme gravity of the

gltuntion, I sald thnt he should be informed,

BULLITT

ER
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682, iiay 15, 5 peme, (SECTR0 ONE)

BERSOWSL AUMD DEC ST FOR THE  PRESIDENT,
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

PARIS

BJS

This telegram must
be closely paraphrased

before being communicated FrROM L
to anyont, (D) 142 1

Dated May 15, 1940

Sgeretary of State,

Washington

682, May 15, 5 Pe M (Section Two)

i {d that he understood
The Minister of HMarine also sald that nE erst

ra-wh aur navy conalderec
that we had 54 old patrol bombers-which our nav]

e
ct
-
=
|
IJ
4
=

- obsolete but which would be most useful to:

e mom e Ee -
i e Nedd TaAnEan HE a38KE LE
destroyini submarlnes in the Medlterrancanis

racfor the Preneh Governs
urgently to ocbtaln nnrmlssiongfrﬁﬂ you. 1

m

bing plancs Tht lengs
nt to turchase these 54 old be bing planctss

kEed Be 3 wEre: manuisa
are I understand marked PiBe 3a,; WErE: I
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

HSM e
This telegram must bE
closely paraphrased
before being communie-
cated to anyont. (D)

Secretary of State,

Washington,

RUSH

LOD0PL

750,

|

STRICTLY CC

I have juat gone over
N

Daladiers Théey indicate thax

the war is immingnt Among th
the following:
As you know following Reynaud

w¥ots a peErsonal-letter to lHussolini
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pitish=Italidan relations. HMussolind

ceived in London
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terms Mussclind
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

FROM
HSM Paris
This- telegram must bEe
closely paraphrased . Dated May 2Q, 1940
before being communi- '
cated to anyong. (D) Reel'd B:25 a, m,

Secrctary of State,

Washington,

RUSH

760, liey 20, 11 a, m,. (SECTIOH TWO)

Sir Percy Lorraine, Britlish Ambassador in (omE,
telegraphed his Government that-in his opinion L tal
would enter the war within.a few days,

Francois_?bnczt, French Ambassador in Rome, tcle-
graphed that there were rumors that there would bE a
meeting of the Fasclist Grand Councll either tomerrow
night or the day after and that Mussolini would apea’ |
and announce War,

bsE>vVEDrS

It was the consensus of opinion of Prench o

.‘_'.-_., e

in Rome that Italy would enter the war probably on

although the entry of Italy on the 21st was possible. ' |

Daladlicer went on to say that he did not negd &2

point out the seriousness of an Itallan attaclk Jjust st |

the moment when all available French troops werc Ensaged

s

in stopping the German march on Parls,” Hi knew that the
! |

Presldent




hem =2- Noo760, May 20, 11 a. m., (Section 2), from Paris

President hed dont everything that he could to keep
Mussoldinl from entering the war, He implored me
however to ask the President to make another effort

to hold back Mussolini, Every day that Mussolinl could
ve kept out of the war was a day gained and made 1t
more 11kely that the French could consolidate thelr
positions agalnst the GErmAans.

BULLITT




TELEGRAM RECEIVED !

HS!M FROM Parls

‘Mis t el egram rust bE

eloscly paraphrased Dated May 20, 1940
efOrE being comunis

cated to anyone. (D) Ree'd 9:50 a. Me

760, Hay 20, 9 a., my (SECTION THREE)

He aaled if the Cevernment of the United States
and all ?h: Latin American Covernments together could
not address a public avpesal to Italy not to Enier the
war against France and Englend, HE sald that he had no
other ideas but he hoped that you would be able to invent
others, A atab in the back at this moment by Italy might
bE fatal,

I lmow nothing of what you have sald to Kuasolinl
or what you have dontg but I think you ought to let him
¥now immediately that 1f Italy should enter the war, you,
by a slight extension of the pollecy you pursued in blook=
ing all payments to Dermark, Norway, Belgium and the

letherlands, at once would block all Italian holdings

h the United Stated, and all the Atlantic fleet today

to make a courtesy visit to Portygal? The DPresence of

our




Muasclind
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

JR
This telegrom must bE mRnoed
closktly paraphrastd be= Paris
fore being communicated From

Dated May 20, 1940

to anyones (D) -
Recld 12:55 peme

Secretary of State, :
Washington. =

G P —

ool oL
RUSH, :

75?, Ii:—.-:r' 20', 5 p-fﬂ.
EERSONAI, AND SCoo-T FOR THE PRESIDENT.

I have just tolked 'with Reynawd. The situction

is definitely worse than during the post two dayse In
his words "the defenses we put up agoinst the Germon
tanks are lilte the walls of sand that a child puts

wp on the seashore ‘against the WovES "

Farthermortc the Freneh Govermnment hos received no
word. of any kind from General Giraud who ig now in

cormeond of the French forecs opposing the Germon drive
for the puot three doyo. Reynaud saild that the only
penzon that he had to believe thot General Cirauc was

not either dead or capbured was thot the CGerman rodio

had not cnnownecd this prize. He went on to scy thot
he did not know whether or not General ileygond had
¢aken esomant too latee The cituction was degpercttae

m’%mpﬁgé 5 SS8T/ ~6l HYM NVI4ONNT 1100094

BULLITT
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'TELEGRAM RECEIVED

JR

This telegram must bE
closely paraphrast. be= Paris

fore being communicated FROM

to anyones (D) Dated llay 20, 1940

Recld 2:05 Delle .
Secretary of State,
Waahiqgtun.

RUSH.

767, May 20, 5 Pelle (SECTION TWO)
He then read me & tél:grﬂm thet he had just received
from Franzois-‘oncet, French Ambassador in Rome, stating
that he feared Mussolini would dgclare war tonight;
but he did not Immow whether or not Mussolini would
attack France at once or would atﬁack Yugoslavia and
Greece in the firet instance.

He went on to say that the British and French

o

armies in Belgium WEIE sliding along towarcs Giraud!
army attoupting to join it but that they were in no
position te male o counter attacks

My personal opinion is that it tusaolin;c;n bE
kept from stebbing Fronce in the back the cermon drive

Pords will DE held.

pleast moke o last effort to keep Mussolini from
attackinge The blow to French morcle if he should ttack

would be tErrible. You could counter it in some MEASUDE
by & 520,000,000 appropriation from Congress ToX
4

Frenoh

s pes T




mG7, liay 20, 3 pPelme (SECTION TWO) from Paris.

(s
-

French refugees, I hope that you will be able to get

Congress to act todaye (END MESSAGE)

BULLITT




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

>

HSM FIOM Parls

Tids telegram must be

closegly paraphrased Dated May 22, 1940

before being communl=- .

cated to anyone. (D) Ree'd 9:30 a, m,

RS e 1l ik S L= |

Secretary of State, Sclict

Washington. : . -

610, May 22, 1 Pe e

Francols Poncet, French Ambassador in Rome, reported

ﬂtv-d']' today that there were many rumors which he could not

1{4‘“.,*:“ confirm that Mussolinl was thinking of maldng o pEack
]
\5\‘1" proposal which would involve his obtalning everything
~o\ r
;-LQ that he wanted without fighting and that he might ask

"l”"
elther you or the Pope to launch it.

Poncet emphasized that this was merely conversation
in Rome and I report it only because your name was
mentioned,

BULLITT

pa:g 78 goaz /5981 VM NVI4ONNI 110005 :
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

usiz " FROM Paris

This telegram nust be

closegly paraphrased Dated May 24, 1940
before being comuni=

cated to anyone. (D) Ree'd 8:09 a. M.

Scerctary of State,

Washington,

851, liay 24, nools
STRICTLY COMTTTiwltTAL FOR THE TRESIDENT AND THE

SECRETARY, -
e
S\ Information fraax Italy today indiceates that Itallan
- {.'
A1 AT o\ boats everywhere have been ordered to return to Ttaly

A yithout walting for cargo. Daladler expecta Italy to
enter the war within ten days unless the battle now in

prozress in Northern France should result in a German

-----

HPD p BULLI TT

0
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

JR FrROM

This telegram must be

closczly paraphrasec be- Paris

fore being commmnicated

tu anyones (D) Dated liay 25, 1940

Recld 12:35 Delle

-,
Seeretary of State,

Washingtons

879, May 25, S Pelle
PEISONAL AN Scu.ac: FOR THE PRESIDENT ClLY .«
/ \,'u\\' Driadicy aslzed to see me at 1l oteloci: “his morning..
1_\“
LY

He showe: me & note from Hallfax to the EBEritish Ambassador

» in Paris dat:zd yesterday which the British Ambassacdeor hac

handed to the French Goverment last nighta

/3SA1 MY M NYIJOHNT 100 0%

The note in swmary raen approximately as followss

5.
m
=]
Q-
.
4
C
e
= i

The 3-itish Covermment was in agreemend with t |
gxpresoct by the French rime Kinister and the, French J
Minister for Foreign Afialrs that the menoce of an Italian C
s
At . i an OrE 11 th vi 1 :'.' e -{{:. b 3 o
1 hington shoul ngtrue conv to the !
t-n
President o he United States a communicatio Qi'.i
@
= 7 Iy
follow ENSES (END SECT E) i1

oILd Y
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED '

JR

This telegrom muct DE

closely paraphrased DE- Parls

fore being commmmicated From

te anyones (D) Dated May 25, 1940

L

Reeld 11:354 ceie
Secretary of State,
Washingtone

RUSH,
879, oy 25, 3 penia (SECTION TI0)

The President chould be invited to make on his ;
ovr bekalf ond not (repeat not) acting oo agent for the |
n1lirs the following otatement to lugssolini,

(1) He hod recgon to believe that France and Englond E
were owoere thet Italy entertained certain grievances i
against theagy (2) that the French and British Govermments ;
were fully disposed to consider Itallan claims nov with a i
view to rzﬁnhing agreenent to satiasfy recsonable Italian
claims ot the conclusion of the present warg (3) the
Allies would admit Italy to the peace conference in the
some status oo any belligerent.

It wos then suggzested that the President should
add that the United States would do its utmost to see to it
that any agreeaents reached would be carried out provided
thot Italy should refrain from enterding the war against ﬁ
Pronce and Englﬂﬁd-

Please understand that the above is merely the
gwmopy of & rough suggestion for & cormunication to

Joue
WSB

BULLITT |




;s | TELEGRAM RECEIVED i

This telegram must bEe Paris

closely paraphrased Be= =

fore being communicated Dated May 25,1940 .
to anyonetEy {D] FROM :

Reeld 12:30 pame
Secretary of State,
Washington,

ROSH
879, May 25, 3 pem. (SECTION THREE )
Daladler said that he had stated to the British
Ambassador that the French Government never took any
gction with regaid to the United States withcu: previous

consultation with me. He had, thcrefore, infomed tae

British Govermuent that he intended to consult me thils

morninges I replied that the British Ambassador had
attempted to se:c me last night and that I was lunching
with hin alone today and that I assumed he desired to
discuss this question. Daladier said that he would be
very grateful if I would discuss this question fully with
the British Ambassedor, |
Daladier then asked me for my personal opinien as to

the advisability of the French and British Goverrments
making this appeal to yous

* I replied that in prineiple I was sure you would bE
only too glad to continue your efforts to keep Italy out
of the wares The only question which would arise, therefore, ]

would be with regard to the advisability of this move and
the




FS 2=No, 879, May 25, 3 pems from Paris(SECTION THREE).

the exact terms of the communication ;:1' the French and
British to yous I added that you had constantly in mind

the danger that some move of yours might be damaging to
French and British moralg and that you would wish to avold
any act which might make it appear that you were bringing

pressure on the French and British tu. glve up territory in

response to blackmall,

W3B BULLITT .

=R




7

mis te1cerdd O RAM RECELVED

closely paraphrased be-——
fore being communicated Dated May 25,1940

to anyones (D)
e FROM Reotd 1:45 pem.
Sgeretary of State,
' Washington,

RUSH -

879, May 25, 3 pem. (SECTION FOUR).

Daladier replied that as I knew he was most vividly
aware of this danger. Your volce carried such weilght in
France end England that you could break French and British
morale, We then discussed the possibilities if you should
send such o communication to Mussolini. Daladier felt
that Mussolini might refuse to ommunicate his claims in
which castg his refusal would plact him in a bad position
vis o vis both American and Italian public opinion when
and if the facts should become kKnown,

In the second place he might refuse to accept any
promise of the French and British as wvalld, arguing that
the promises made durlng the last wer had not been carried
out, Daladier saild that i1f you should have added that all
the influence of the Goverrment of the United States would
be used to see to it that the promises made should be
carried out, that objection would fall,

In the third place Mussolini might demand the.

immediate




2wlloe 879, May 25, 3 peme fram Paris

jmmediate ful{illment of his claims, If these claims
should merely include Djiboutl and the railroad line
from Djiboutl to Addls Abgcba and a diflferent arrangement

at Suez, this demand would not be an insuperable obstacles

WSB BULLITT
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

JR

This telegrom mast bE

closely porophrasid DE= Pords

fore beinz communicated  FroM

to anyones (D) Dated May 25, 1940

Recld 11:38 neme

Secretary of State,

‘Techington.

RUSH.

879, ilay 25, 3 pemie (SECTION FIVE)
But if they should include, 28 the; probobly would, ThE
abeniyment of Gibrolter by Great Briteir ond perhapa
the cegoion of Tuniclio by Fraﬁca the cloimg would-bE
impossible of seceptanees ot the present EinEs - For
gxcmple, during this wer Great Britzoin could not glvE
up Gibroltore You micht be placed in the position of
geening to urge the French and Britich to give up essentlal
portions of their empireses If lfusgolini's demands . should
be rejreted and liusselind ghould publish a dlstorted
version of the facts 1t might be mrde to appear that jyou
were supporting Itnllaon elaims against France and Englonde

Tn eonclusion Daladier sald he felt that if the
demarche should be handled in the riost carcful posslble
mormer there rnight be o chance of success and certainly
anﬁ disastrous failure could be avolded.

T shell telegroph you agein ofter talking with the

British Ambassador ond once mMoOre vith Doladier.

WSB' BULLITT




b=
This tﬂM”M RECEIV“-
closcly paraphrase
fore being communicdTEd Dated May Eu,lilln
o anyone. (D)

- FROM Rec'd 12:10 peme
Secretary of 3tate,

Washington,

RUSH

879, May 25, 3 peme (SECTION SIX)

Please understand that the above is merely private
information before an official demarches I want to Inform
you now so that if and when Saint Quentin ard Loth.an call

on you you will have had an opportunity to thaink over
the question, '

My own feeling is that if the French and British
note to you should bE coushed 1in just the right language
and if in making this demarche you should at the same
time ask Mussolinli to note the rlsing tide of American
public opinion the effort might be worth while and
possibly successful,.

It would of course be reenforced immensely if you
could not only call Mussolinl's attention to the movement
of American opinion but also the same day separately Ine
form Mussolini that the Atlantic fleet was about to make

a courtesy visit to Lisbon,

Please




‘l'

2wlioe 879, May 25, 3 pen, from Paris

Please take every precaution that no inkling of this
British Freneh intention should leak==especially to the
. Italion Ambassador,
, Postseript: I have ju:t had luncheon with the
British Ambhssador who teok up and confinneq all the
abovE,

(END OF MESSAGE ):

DDM LULLIY'T




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

:“'I.
This telegram must be Paris
closcly paravhrased be- FROM
fore hring communicated Dated May 25; 1940
to anvone, (D)
Ree'd B:45 aim.

Secrctary of State,

'ashington.

=TT
=R

015, ‘a7 28, 1 pD.m.
remasM T, AND §TO7CT FOR THE PRISIVENT. T
“aul Heynaud asked to SEE nE urgently at 1% o'z2%0ck

this morning.

M) ) : j
ﬁxﬁf T called on him at the Ministry of War. fic saild
Py that *¢ wished to consult me with regard to an ADpEAl

uv
.-‘1.
to you By the “ing of England and the President of

France. Iie had written out one sentence of this appeal
which beran: "The armies fighting to Dreserve 1913
11bertics of the world have been stabbed in the back."
(show?)
‘¢ then pose and said: "I will should you whet

the situeticn is,"

e showed me the positions on the map which had DEen

)8 Gaez/ A HYM NVIIONNT TI00OVS

held by the Felgian army, They ran from the sea coast

8<c

past Bruges almost down to the French frontler,
Hir said that as soon as the Pelgians laid down their

arms & Cerman armored division drove for Dunkirk,

[enjuepguo)

(END SECTION ONE)

HO/Sd

HFD BULLITT
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

HSM .. - FROM Parls

This telegram must bE

closely paraphrased Dated May 28, 1940
before being communi= :

cated to anyone. (D) R Rec'd 9:18 a, m,

Secretary of State,

Washingtone

RUSH - ’

915, May 28, 2 pe my (SECTION TWO)

As a result the whole British army and the finest French

army were totally cut off from supplies of food and muni-=
tions, Thelr situation was desperate. They would fight

until the last cartridge. They could do nothing but die

wEll, !

As soon as they should be destroyed all the German :
armored divisions would descend on Paris striking probably |
from Laon and probably not even bothering to sweep first
on Rouen and Havre. ; |

The French army would fight to the bitter end but 1t '
scemed certain that the end would be bitter and rapid,.

At this moment when all that was decent in the wofld
w;a threatened he felt obliged to address a supreme appeal
to you, Enough evidence had accumulated to meke 1t
absolutely certain that if France and England should bEe

congquered




L4

hsm =2- No, 015, llay 28, 2 ps me (Seotion 2), from Paris

c_onqti:r:d by the Germans, Hitler would move almost
immediately against the United Statess The fact was

that the act of the King of the Belglans had been a lmife
thrust that might be fatal not only to France and England
but also to America, Under the circumstances he felt
that the President of France and the King of England
mist address today a message to youe

BULLITT

KLP




S TELEGRAM RECEIVED
Iéf
This telegram must be FrROM

closely paraphrased bie Poris

fore being communicated
to anyone. (D) Date=d May 28, 1940

Rec'd £:30 aemw
Secretary of-State,
Washington,

HUSH.

91:':., liay 28, 2 peme (SECTION THREE)

I replied thet it wos obviously the right of thco
Britizh sovereipn and the Prealdent of France to address
you ot such o moment; but that I adwlsed him before cabling
such o message to have the British CGovermicnt communicate
immediately with Lord Lothlan who could advise the British

L -

Govermment ond French Government better than anyone else

just vhat should be said and whot should net be said. £
promised mz that he would have the Sritish Govermment
congult Lothion immedlcotely ond thot n ctior ul
taken before consulting Lothian.
HE [ . = [ = b ¥ 3
Eyncud then I or O 8 2 1
well that even though the United States should C
var « emony tom 0 E coulc no 'y r
in airplanes which did not Exis u IE1 1 .
He implor: me to I, you OPLET A lantic 3




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

JR
Thic telegrom must- bE
closely parophrased DE- FroMm Pords
'nye ' DEIng commiunicated
1 ones (D) Dated licy 28, 1940

Reeld 1:40 nen.
Seeretivry of Stote,

Wloohingzton,.

92C, iy B8, 4 Dells

STRICTLY CClivaueNILAL FOR TIE SZCRIT.RZ,

Chinrverint orcd to me thiz afternoon o telegrom from
Fronco . Poneet in Rome revorting o conversntion that he
hod hod with Ciano in the course of which Cicno scid thet

&JJJJZE coﬁ;r mucrcntese Italy would not go to war before the
oV fiost of Junee e declined, however, to moke o similar
roncrk ctout the firgt of July ond cdded thet the decision
wes entirely ia the honds of Husgolini ond that no one
knew when he would mcke the decisione There is no doubt
whatsoever in Poncet'!s mind that unléss some new foctor
intervenes Italy will enter the war probably during the
fizct week of June.

I otill believe thaot the only new foctor which might
prevent Italisn setion and prevent it entirely without sk
to the United Stotes would be an order to our itlantic flectel

teo proceed to Licbon,

: ue (o
. Horf’gd pméz?/s GG 82 /3661 HYM NVIJOUNT T1000%4

On thz subject of the President's demorchg of Sunday,

o]

Ciano

w54y




=2= #0920, Hay 28, 4 p.me, from Farlis, ,
Cinno orid to Ponect that the Presidentl!s line of prosch

tn entirely Inspiring frultful one and that Hussolind

was merely irrlitated by the attempts of the Precident

to prevent him making whatever decizsion he chose to mokE

e B

about entering the war.

BULLITT

WSE




JT TELEGRAM RECEIVED

This telegram must be PARIS

clesely paraphrased DE= 4
fore being eormunicated el Dated ﬂ:r 29, 1940

to anvonege (D)
Ree'd 4:50 pefe

Segeretary of Statle,

Washingtons Qonvs *

— & T

—

044, lay 29, 7 Deile

PERSONAL AND SiCncy FOR THE PRESIDENT,

I cannot tcll you how glad I was that vou ordercd
the tiree ships to Lisbone

Pgrsonally I am convinced that anless you can throw
the feer of the United States into Al Capone he will
attacl: about June 4 I know nothing about the state of
imeriéan public opinion but I feegl that the only chanck
13 to send the rest of the Atlantlc fleety AfEer all
we have interests in Tanglere

T understand incildentally thet Al intends to descend

n Tangiere Vhy not have something good there before

nim%

:
g
'?:-E
N
:
2
9




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

J7T
This telegram must be PARIS

closely paraphrased beFROM :
fore being communicated Dated May 29, 1940

to anyonets (D)
Rec'd 5:40 peme

Secretary of State,

~r
Washingtone. S‘-“-rei‘
c!
94’?. :FIB}T 29’ g p!mi -:J-
o D)
4 . STRICTLY CQOWRTDREWTIAL FOR THE fRESID-NT AND THE .
SECRETALY e
In view of ‘the certainty that Italy will enter %
the war during the first week of June unless we send the :H
e |
Atlantic Fleet to Tangler, it would be folly to pEM.IL the en
L - n\,cbﬁ 1 ot o
'}}I:tu' NASHIFGTON to enter the sedlterranesan, —
~
I consider 1t inhuman and indecent to refuseg to N
-IFEI“T.".it embarkation on the WASHINGTON, after all Americans
are embarked, of aliens who have fulfilled all visa
requirements and I trust that before the VASHIVGTEON: arrives
in Bordesux yvou will have authoriged mg LO DE rmit
embarkation of carefully selected aliens who have EVETY
right to seek refuge in our countrye eon ure ¥ 9
thot I will use such zuthorlty with dlseretion. Eh
P
BULLITT g
JRL 34
A
el




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

JT

,This telegram rmat bE PARIS

slogely parapwased be-FROM ;
‘ore bein: comunicated Dated May 29, 1940

wyonee - (D) ;
Ree'd B:15 peins

Secrctary of State,

v L [ R L}
Washingtomn, DTl CL

RUSH

943, May 2':, 10 peme

VIRICTLY CO' i iwceizall FOR THE PRESIDENT AND TRE

SECRETARY ¢

Aeynand has just read to me a telegram which he

\"L\n‘ reeelved this afternoon from Halifax containing the text
\a

3
g
:
:
qJ‘-DL of the report of 5ir Perey Lorraing, British Ambassador £
: ln loie, on his conversation with Ciano yeaterdays ;
Ctano sa‘d to the British Ambassador that he had E
promised thet he would lkeevn him informed 1f there were ;G
to be any great change .:.n Italian policys He had sent @
for hin to say to him thot Hfussolinl had decided to go g}
to war in the irmedldte futures .
The delay before Italy should enter the war would
be measurczd not In weeks but in days, -
Cinno went on to say that even if France should |
of fer Ttaly today Tunis, Morocco, and Algeria, that r
would not be Eno_u,lgh. lussolini had decided on May Bth T
to go to war and had merely been avalting the most favorable

moment

25547 |

e







TELEGRAM RECEIVED
JT S
Thls telegram must be PARIS
closely paraphrased
fore being communicated Dated May 29, 1940

to anvone
. Reo'd 8:28 pem,

Secrctary of State,

“iashington,

RUSH
948, May 29, 10 pym, (SECTION TWO)

Sir Ferer !arraint replied that if Italy went

Ciano understood thet Great Britain would make war on

Italy with all her force, Clano replied that he
Expected nothing else from a nation which had fought so
bravely in the past but that this would make no differe
Ence whatsoever in Mussolini's decision,

After reading me the long %telegram of which the
above 1s a summary Reynaud expressed the opinion that
Italy might make war within the next two or three days,
I replied that it was difficult for me to believe that
after the promise that the Italian' Government had made
to the Americen Government that the MANHATTAN would be
PErritted to leave Italy in safety Mussolinl would dare
to make war until the MANHATTAN had passed the Straits
of Gibraltary The MANHATTAN presumably would leave Genoa

on




-2= #948, May 29, 10 p.m, (SEC TWO) from Paris

s u

or. Jine first and., would pass th: Straits of Gibraltar

en June third, I therefore considered that June thirad

or fourth was the more likely date for an Italian attack

than the next three days,

< Reynaud replied that he hoped that this was so but
that 1t was abaolutely certain now that unless the
President of the United States should order the Atlantie
Flert to the Kiditerranean ismedlately Mussolini would
atteck France, He added that independently the fote of
the United States was no less involved than the fate of
France in preventing Mussolini from sttacking Francr in
the rear at thls moment when the French armies wWere cone
centrated agalnst Germany. It was obvious that France,
which was now flghting alone against Germeny could not

withstand an attack by Italy as well as Germany.

BULL IT1




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

RDS

This telegram must vg— * Paris

clogely paraphrased be-

fore bting-communindttanaM Dated May 29, 1949

to anyone. (D)
Rec'd 6:35 p.m.
Secretary of State,

“Washington.

RUSH .

948, May 29, 10 p.m. (SECTION THREE)

Reynaud went on to say that “eypand was mopst liopé-
ful of stoppin- the Germans on the line of the Somme and
the Alsne especlally if an additional supply of 75's
should be~obtained from the obsolete stoels of the
Government of the -United States., Moreover the British
and French armies fighting with their backs to the Channel
at Dunkirke were aElliﬁg their lives dearly and hoped to
be able to kill many Germans before they should be exter-
mineted in two or three days.

In conclusion Reynaud said "It is now or never for
the United States. If you can send your Atlantic fleet
to Tangler and inform Mussolini that you are doing so
after the fleet has started he will not dare to strike.
Otherwise he will strike and in a very few months you
will face a joint attack by Germany, Italy and Japan

alone."

As I have stated to you in a previous telegram today
I




=2« #948, May 29, 10 p.m. (SECTION THREC),

I think you should order the Atlantic Flecet

proceed at once to Tangler. (Ené of Hessage )
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s TELEGRAM RECEIVED
This telegram must b6—— Paris

closely paraphrasegd be-
fore being communicated Dated May 31, 1940

to anyone. (D) From
R!G'ﬂ 6142 A oM,
Secretary of State,
I'n!h.l.ngtm. N H“_ﬁ!‘..

d e s

RUSH e il

962, May 31, noon (SECTION ONE)

STRICTLY CCINTIZCwainl FOR THE PRESIDENT AND THE
SECRETARY, '/ | /. ¢ ;

Your/534, May 30, 3 p.m.

The French Government is fully aware of the vitally
useful part thut n::;ur fleet 1s pleaying in the Pacific.

Reynaud in appealing to me to request you to send

e

NVIOUNT (1000vs

x
the Atlantic iTeet to the Mediterranean szid "We are ;
most grateful for the presence of your fleet in the ?
Pacific, Without firing a shot 1t is keeping the war ~
from spreading to the French and British Empires in the ﬁ
Far East, We hope 1t will stay there., Your Atlantie g
fleet can play exactly the same role in the Mediterrane 2 =3
can'” o
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JR 'I'E%RAM RECEIVED

This telegram mus

closely paraphrased be=— Paris

fore being coamunicated .

to anyone. (D) From Dated Hay 51, 1940
Rec'd 7:25 a.m,

Secrctary of State,

Wa shington,

qUSH.

¢g2 , liay 31, noon, (SECTION T0)

I believe that if we had sent the Atlantic fleet on a
visit gither to Greece or Tangler when firet T made th
recomiendation morc than two weel:s ago lussolinl would no

¥

have dared to treat pressure of our Covernment to kcep him

out of war in the manner that he hase

I gather from your telegram under reference that you
now consider inevitable the entrance of Italy into the
WaIs

¥

gzl sure thit you realize the consequences that a

iy

stab in the back by Italy at this moment may have for Fronce

and England as well as the consequeEnces it may have later

this year for South America’ and the United States. I trust

that no member of the American Govermment is still cherishing !
in the worcs of Reynaud “frotuous and ncoive illusions

the virtucs of iussolinml” and that the moment he stabs you j
rill take every economic and finanecicl measu t .
conatructive imogin on ¢ evise to WE - Ve




TELEGRAM RECEIVED
R

This telesram nust bE

closcly poraphrased DE=

fore beins commmnicatea  FROM

to anyones (D) ay 31, 1940

6:45 0.

Secretory of State,

washingtons

USH.

962, May 31, noon (SECTION TH.JIEE).

To believe that the CGovernment of the United States
will Le obXe Ever to cooperate with ilussolini is as

dangerous to the future of Americc as would have DEEn

the belief that our CGovermment could cooperste-fiith Al

Capone,.

The lotest informmation of the French GovErrmmas® :
indiectes that llussolini will make war on France on -'I't-l:E
de

I am sure you realize the bitterness that such o blepg
will Liroduce.

Moy I inform the French Government when statinge=cs I
must in view of your telegrom under reference=~that there
is no hope vhatsoever the Atlantic fleet will come to
Tongler,that the moment lussolini strikes economic and-
finoneial measures will be token at onece by our Govermmmeat
to make the lob 'of the aggressor hard?

Anything




gtrensth with whieh

the

mericoos

unacecompoanied

I EE':I'{.‘J-L . F::'

moment

ECTTOI THREE) from Pari

ol, noon (SECTTOI THREE

you can do now will leave llus

o poopeEXrate i

words ore not Enough, Indeed,

oy acte they are rather sickening.

th Hiftler in attdicking




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

JR

This*telegram mast be

closely raraphrased be- FrROM FParis (
fore being coomunicated

to anyones (D) " Dated May 31, 1940

Rec'd B:SS5S aune

Secretary of State,

am——

Washington,

Qarnyvre ¥
. ¥ vﬂw. b .
964, Hay 31, 10 a.m.
STRICTLY OO iienisnl FOR THE PRESIDENT AND THE

SECRET.. IV, r

i

Last night Daladier infomed me that hc was about to
sign an’ send a note to the Italian Gﬂ;zrnmcnt stating that
‘\&*” the Italian Govemment had informed the British Goverrment

that it intended to make var on France. The Italian Govern—

15

\ hE: ment had made no similar communication to the French
L]
Goverments The French dovzrnmznt desired to know for what
reasons the Italian Govermment intended to commit an

unprovoiied aggression against a people who had always

livzd in peace with the people of Italy and desired nothing
but to 1ive in peace with the people of Italy. The French
Goverment was fully prepared at this moment to Examine
at once any claims vhich the Italian Goverrment might have
arainst France with & view to satisfying them,

: went on to say that he felt this moveE was

wise breauvst ‘either ilussolini would make such outrageous

.g.
:
i
¢
5
%
E

claims that the whole of the French Empire would be swept




2= #0964, liay 31, 10 adnis, from Paris.

by & flame of patriotism 6p Mussolini would refuse to

reply, in which case the people of the

French Empir

g would

know that the French Government had done Everything possib

to aveoid an unprovoked attack by Italye.
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

HSM Parla

This telegran nust. be

¢losely paraphrased Dated June 3, 1940
before being conmmunl-

cated to anyont,. (D) Rec'd 11:40 a. Me

SAanveT
e = -
Sgoretary of State,

Washington,

RUSH

1004, June 3, 1 pe Ie

STRICTLY CoiriuveniIAL FOR THE PRESIDENT AND SECRETARY.

Paul Reynaud has just infomaed ne that night before
Jast Clano stated to Francols-Poncet, Prench Ambassador in
Rome, that Italy definitely, gbsolutely and unalterably
had decided to make war on France. He could not give the
exact date but the day of the attack would comeE SO0OnNe

Reynaud asked me to say to you that 1f you still
could think of any means of preventing Mussolini from
attacking France he felt that today was the last day for
action, ' i

BULLITT
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

JT

This telegram muat be FROM PLRIS 1
closely poarogp hrased DE= -

fore belng comunicated Dated June 3, 1940

to anyonege (D)
Reeld 5:18 peite

e —— e e A -

Secretary of State, 1 P
'. Seci’d.
L e .

Tashingtone
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101'?’ June 5. a8 Pallls
PERSONAL AND SCZRes FOR THE PRESIDENT AFD SECRETARY,
At the Qual d'Orsay, I went over the latest tele=-

grems from Francols Poncet, French Ambassador in fomes

ﬁ;ﬁy He 13 absolutely certain that Italy will strike in the

¢3u immedlate futurge, Indeed, as I have already reported,

A Italy is in the extraordinary situation of having AE=

- clared war on France but refused to deelare the date on
which the attacl twill begin,
Italian preparations seem to indlcate that Corsica
and Egypt will be attaclecd at onceg, but there arc &1;0
indications that Germany and ltaly together may attack

,[L Swltzerland or that Italy may attacl: Greeces

e I ¥mow nothing in history more cynical than lusso=
1iql'a behavior and I trust that you are prepared to
inflict on Italy the moment that Mussolini orders a gun
firéd, the most serious economic and financlal injurics

that the United States is in a position to inflict,




=2 #101'?' June 5' '_ Pellp, from ?I:'il .

The Turkish Government has once more assured the
French Government that 1t intends to hnnoi' its engage=~
ments to come to the assistance of France and England

immediately in case Italy should attack,

BULLITT

L




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

S FROM
This tglegram must be Paris
closely paraphrased be-
fore belng communicated Dated June 3, 1940
to anyone, (D) '
* Reo?d 5:52 pe me
Seeretary of State,
Washington,
R e
Y Wt bt v e
1013, J‘I.‘I.HE 'E' 9 p‘. Me LS i e e

STRICTLY Clinisocmianl,

With reference to the French offer to discuas irvie-
diately any and all Italian claims against Frange (sce
my telegram No, 964, May 31, 10 a, m.), Francols Poncct
informed the French Government that Clano had sald to
him that Mussolini would not be interested in recelving
any F‘rﬁmcsm negotiations, He had decided to
make war on France, ThErE would, therefore, be no reply
to the French note,

Ia it impossible for the President now to speak She
truth in public ubout Mussolini?

BULLITT

IMS :NPL
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® TELEGRAM RECEIVED |

JT
This telegram rmst bE PARIS

olosely paraphrasegd DE=
fore beEing comrmnicated

to enyonee (D

pated Junec 4, 1940
Rec'd 3125 palme

Secretary of State, it L A7 [

- - x A N .
Tagliington, DO oL

1023, June 4, 5 DeMe
G o iuuisl
charveria. stated to me this morning that

Megliong, Papal Secretary of State, had said to d'drmcsson’

new Tpeneh Ambassador to the Vatican, that the Pope had

tﬂtxﬁ”ujx given up all hope of keeping Mussolini out of the ware.-
,‘QQ‘ The Pope had written = personal letter to Hussolinl
imploring him not to hring'Italg into the war, but this
: . had proved as unavailing as all his other effortss

rancols Poncet was now inclined to belleve that
the Italians would not attack today or tomorrow but would
attacl the €nd of this w:ak.’ There were fresh indica=

tions that the Itallans and the Germans night be consldere

ing & joint attaclt on Switzerland,
BULLITT
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- #19 July B, 11 n.m. (Paris) Ln Bourboule

more thcn o brenk in diplomntic relotions with England,
Orders hrve bLeen gent Tecallipg the French Chnrge d'affnires
in London,

The Germone ~nd Italinne were quick to try to tnke
cdventoge of the violent wove of rnti-British feeling,
They lifted the arnistice claouses with regard to taec
French fleet and French alr force ond also permitted the
Frerich to 8top demobilizrtion of thr portion of the

French nrmy still remoining intoct en the Itolinn frontier

BULLITT




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

A3 ———— (Paria)

A portion of this tele- La Bourboule

gram must be closely

paraphrased before being FROM Dpated July 5, 1940
corrunicated to anyone.

[br‘] FEﬂ-Id 13 00 Haelliey lur-!-.

Segeretary of State,

Washington,

19, July 5, 11 a.m, (SECTION

Moreover, Petain informed me that

him and the GovErnment to

hod been l1irted.
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED




L 23 30
RDS v AL
This telegram must be FROM Casablanca

closely paraphrased be-
fore being communicated Dated July 8, 1940

to anyone, (2r,

L

Aee'd 8:30 pem,, 20th

[ DivigIOn
EURDPEAN AFFAIRS
JUL 24 140
Wwashington. pi./
DEPAHTMENT OF STATE

Secretary of State,

66, July 8, noon,

L BT

I have had several conversations Wffﬁ'ﬂbﬁsftur~§douard
Daladler. He does not consider that the Oran affalr has
changed the situation in any way; the great enemy of demo-
cracy everywhere 1s Germany, and he fervently hopes that
wE shall give all poassible azsistance to Great Britaim,

He is anxious that the President, the Secretary of State
and ir. Bullitt know exactly how he feels. Hf does not
thinik that there will br war between Franog and Great

1ln.

A00LD

wf 4
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED =

MA MADRID = ;E;
This telegram must be FROM Dated July 12, 1940 7
elosely paraphrased before i

being communicated to anyone. Rec'd 9:40 a.me 15th

(BR) :

Bscfatar? of State o
Washington : r}‘-

RUSH.

359, July 12, 2 pei. -

Following from Bullitt. : v /

"SPRICTLY CulT "™ ™"TIA L FOR PRESIDENT AlD THE i
SECRETARY: /

LENCE D - LllE

The intense anger caused in

British sattoclks on the Prench liavy 1s s0 universal at

Viehy, Even among the Frenchmen who have DEEn Intensely;
pro~-British, that little stands betwee 'rENeh ac 3
war af'a.inst, British excent the good scnsg of larsnal :
Petaln., During the last week I have said to Eacihh mehbeEY ]
of thE ench Cabl Lt aAn 0 L

realize that only a Brilti sh -’;,‘ c pad
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° 3
TELEGRAM RECEIVED, "},

JT

Thie st be FrROM
cloesly paraphraesrd be-
fore being communicated

o s
to anyone, (br)

" S
T A R
Rivics -
Sreretary of State, VISION OF
o FLEAPE gy T
' S
inshington iy
i o Ry didm _| L ! l."' }"jﬂ{]‘
e ’

i -
7 Ju}.'_f 158 D1 | _'” PAKTMENT 0f STATE

¥ —

A numbecr of ohangee the pereonnel jf.
Office Teflect the shift of general policy from
to Germany toward conciliation: .and raﬁpr’ﬂchrmtntl
Brudoin of course is sutepokenly Anglophobe.
daye of Bonnet'e Minietry with which

*
LA

he wasg opposed %o war with Germany. He agsertis

ideae were sound because hard realities-have proved

France could only euffer ignominious defeat at

of a vaetly etronger adversary, in the abeence of

adequate British military establishment.
harles Roux, Secretary General, Rochat, Pnlifical
Pierre Bregeiv, the new Chief of the European

¥

Divieion and De Seguin, Chief of the American Section,

all have been either lukewarm toward nr_apu:e?ﬂ to

France's entry into war.

( (END SECTION ONE)

68

6202/00°1




AS

This telegram must be (Paris)
closely paraphrased DeE= FroM Vichy
fore bElng comrunicated

tc anyores  (br)

Rec'd July 16, 1940
B1:53 peme

77, July 16th,(SECTION TWO).

None will admit, however, that an active state of
warfare with Great Britain is contemplated., Paradoxically
Reynaud and Bommet continue to ExErt & certain influence
on Baudoin. There 1s ne doubt that they hope for a temi-
notion of hostllitlies between Greot Britein and Germany in
the near fubture and pray that Franecg wlill not be the battle=

lan{*h' exhaustive campaign,

y1ld Henrl=Haye that the latter may
1ington or a

reorganization

crding to

onmpiipning




AS=2= #7177, July 15th.!SEC'TIGIJ TWO0)y from Vichy (Paris).

campalgning for the Washington Embassy will not receive

the appointment, but that Chautemps might go as Ambassador
to Buenos Aires or Rio de JaneEiroe

(END OF MESSAGE).
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

to anyone, (br)

JT (PARIS) ]

This telegram must be VICHY

closely paraphrased be- From J

fore being communicated Dated August 4, 1940 J
|

Rtﬂid 3=m P.O,, S5th

Secretary of 8tate,

RUSH i
2855, August 4, ® p.m, (SECTION TWO) :
Chauvel said that it is evident that Konoye has no ;
eontrol over the military and that Matsuoka has been

ignored in the present instance, The present proposal 1)

made by note to Arsene Henry in Tokyo in the great:ét

secrecy offers to France Japanese protection in the Far

I-'-'la_l\_ﬁ--ﬂ--ll-._.

East and full economic cooperation in that arca,

There 1s ne doubt that the offer arcuses in the

o ;I\.

French the greatest repugnance, Baudoin insisted that

Saint Juentin be advised immediately-esnd instructed to ask

{

our Government what support could be given France if it
endeavored to resist with the military forcoes at its

dilsposal in Indo-China,

MURPHY

mor
- ¥
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

JR

This telegron must be
clogsely porocphroged beEe
fore being cormunicated
to cnyone. (br)
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