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TELEGRAM RECEIVED
Berlin

JR
This telegram must be
closely paraphrased be=-
fore hein&ng?mmunicated
to anyone, B)

FROM

Secretary of State,

Waszhington.

Dated July 12, 1937

l‘,i‘;_ J'Ilji‘ lp’ 1 '[J.-’":-
~J
Clan ' L YLAL, m
: n
As doubtless the American press has roported there .
(8)
ha: en a carcaln unessiness and rumors have been 1in 6]
e
the air 1 1y wi rerard to Austro-German relations. (N
0)]
Senaotionally minded personz have been suggesting Q0
rgaibilitles o] Nazi putach in Austria,
In the circumstances we have discusaed the matter
w{th the Austrian Legatlon, Generally gpeaking they are
anxlous, a3 always, concemling Amatro-German affalrs /but
have no reason to hwoltieve that _Germany will take agpressive f
sotlon at this timé either directly or through a Moz i |
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JR #156, July 12, 1 p.m., from Berlin,

chief troublemaker is the Ministry of Propaganda which
the Austrian Legation considers 1s attempt inp by

puhliahing sensational false and misleading antl-Austrian

- news duliberately to sabotage effurhl which the two
'Foreign Offices make to come to a reasonable execution
of the agreement of July 11, 1236, This naturally
arouses counter attacks in Austria and so it poes.

The German Commission to discuss the execution of
the July llth agreement hag just returned from several
days! conversations in Vienna., We may shortly leamrn
something on this score which will be of interest in the
above regard. “

The last three paragraphs Embassy's 153, July 6,
1 psme, appear pertinent to the Austrian situation,

Coples to London, Paris, Rome, Geneva, Vienna,

Praha, Yarsaw,
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

B
No. 35'[;'4 erlin, mr 14, 1937,

Subject: Austro-Germean fnlnt-ionl..

"Ifiu.ru n.m"-’-"!"""iﬂi.j

——

The “onorable
The Secretary of State,

Washington.
r:

Referring to the “mbassy's telegram I'o. 156./\ :/f
July 12, 1 p.m., I have the honor to transmit
1/ lerewith, in translation, a DN2 statement, which f‘
appeared in tie DERLINER TAGEBLATT of July 13, 1937,
regarding the attitude to be adopted by the press
in Germany and Lustria as a result of the conversa-
tions carried on in Tienna recently in execution of

the ajreement of July 11, 1956. is the Department

fd will



-

will observe, the arrangement would foresee that in the
future en effort is to be made by the press in both
countries not to publish offensive articles.

:I'hia vress arrangement is considered of some im-
portance I unﬂqr:ttnﬂ,-aipuniallr in Vienna, where its
agreement would evidence the successful termination

of many months of complaints on the part of the Austrian

‘ authorities against articles in the Cerman press which .

have only served to irritate and confuse the difficult

issues between the two countries,

- — - -

Ly - re Hh’

According to locel iustrian officials, the Germen
press attacks on the part of the Propaganda llinistry
have been one of the worst hendicaps to the maint:nance
of satisfactory relations between sustria and Cermeny.
These Austrian officials believe that the more radical
element in the I'azil Party in Cermany, represented in
the Fropaganda llinistry or operating through it, dellberate-
1y set out to create difficultlies between the two countries
by printing m:'ransi‘ra press matter whenever the conservative
elements in Cermany and .austrla, represented by the two
Foreign Offices, are by way of getiing together. as the
latest evidence of this method of procedure the sustrian
orfficlals in gquestion cite the publication in Cermeny,
just prior te the recent Austro-Cerman discussions In
Tienna, of allezations of 111 treatment of llazl prisoners

in sustria. These allegations arose from the flimsiest

of
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of pretexts and could not be substantlated by investli-
gations made by the austrian authorities themselves. Iie
might add that the Cerman Foreign (fflce expressed to
us today the satisfactory nature of the discussions just
conocluded at Tienna. The Foreign Offlce even went so
far as to say that Jerr Hitler himself entirely approved
of the moderate mamner in which the Serman commission
claims to have negotiated and that he has no intention
whatsoever of pressing unduly upon Asustria. The “mbassy
gathered that Titler is determined to pursue this moderate
course because he feels that in time sustria is bound to
fall into Cermany's lap, so-to-say, and that aggressive
action could only result dangerously both for Cerman-
Austﬂm relations end for Turope in reneral, as well as

probably retard the achlevement of the end in view.

Qespectifully yours,

mu%sﬁizétian. Ww R ar éD ‘Oa,dd :

Wiliiam Z. Dodd.

; Ll G j Y
710 annirants. S ‘_.-'i-.ﬂ

FLE-T0




Enoclosure 1,
Translation
from
BERLINER TAGEBLATT, July 13, 1937,
Berlin, July 12, (DNB).

- In the German-Austrian conversations carcied on from

- the 6th to the 10th of this month in the sense of the

Agreement of July 11, 1936, the questions of mutual press
relations were also discussed in detail. TIn these con-
Yersations the guiding i1dea was that especlally the attitude
of the press in the two countries is of the greatest importance
for a successful development of the relations between the
two states,

Accordingly, in the course of the conversation, which was
conducted in a rl'imﬁly spirlt, the observation of cartain_
principles was declared to be nuesunr:.r:. In the future, in
the news service and in ths press, no reports are to be pub=-
lished uninwstigated which might cause offense in the other
country and start polemics, end no reports aru to be taken
over from notariously unfriendly sheets and a.genciaa. Further-
more, reporting and article service are to ocoupy themselves
in & loyal menner also with the positive achievements in
the two countries and not to take an exclusively negative
direotion; in rarticular, attacks of a personal natura are
to be refrained from.

Juestions of philosophy of 1ife and of conceptions of
state are to b: treated, even where differences of opinion
exist, dispassionately and not in an insulting form, The
nress must refrain from all supnort or encouragement of
actlivity directed acalnst the other state and its govern-
ment, =smd be consoious of the responsibility imposed on

the journalism of both states by their belonging to the Jer-

man people.
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This telegram must be Berlin

closely parapnrased be=

fore bein;; communicated Dated August 28,1937

to anyone, (C)
e Rec'd 8:45 a.m,

Secretary of State,

Washington,

206, August 28, 11 a;m,

uuppltmEnting frnm a somewhat different political
angle my No, 202 fﬁuéuﬂt 26, 8 p.m., concerning the
EXpressed attltudz of the Feoreign Orfice toward Japenese
action in chiﬂh,rﬁ colleague who is a closeg pirsonal
friend of von liackensen, at present acting head“of the
Foreign Ministry, informs me in strict confidence that
the latter exoressed himself to him heatedly respecting
Japanese action and policy.

Von lackensen stated that- Japan's entanglement in

China which he believed would be inﬂ:fihitcly protracted

had practically nullified the value to Germany of the Ger-

man=Japanese understanding respecting Russia which re-
cElivE:’ a form of outward expression in the anti-Communist
agreemnent,

In association with the considerations discuased in
my Ctelegram under reference, I feel that von Mackensen's
prconcupations lig ‘at the core of the question and to the
extent the Foreign Office may pley a part.in the determie

nation of GErman extcrnal policy, its vlcwg should be

Eiven

Ve




FS 2.lio, 206, August 28, 11 a.m, from Berlin
[a]

given carcful consideration in their possible effects
on Germany's rolec in the European situation,

lopies in code by mail to London, Paris, Rome,

Moscow, Tokyo.

JLS:KLP GILBERT




MBa A portion of Berlin
this telegram must be

closely paraphrased be- Dated September 9, 1937
fore belng communicated
to angone, (C) : Rec'd 4:53 p.m,

.Secretary of State,
Washington,

226, September 9, 7 p.m.

(GRAY) One, I learn at the Foreign Office Ehat identic
replies to invitations to the proposed conference on the
Meéditerranean situation which were in the form of identic
notes from the French and the British were handed to the
British Ambassador and the French/Charge this morning,

The German Governmment In effect declines participation,

The attitude of the Foreign Office is one of continuing
resentment that Laﬁﬁon rEfuﬁEﬂ Germany's suggestion for
Jeint consideration of the LEIPZIG and DEUTSCHLAND ineidents
and that on this score the refusal cf the present invitaw
ticons is justified, The expressed Foreign Office reason is
that due in particular to the sltuation created by the
Russian note to Italy, the "atmosphere 1s not favorable :e
a successful conference,"” Foreign Office officlals ad-
mitted that up to the time of thet oceurrence they had been
inclintd to mccept. The notes in reply state that the mat=
ter should be referred to the existing Mon-intervention
Comulttee,s I was told that Germany would attend a Non-

intervention




]
()

MBo 2= No, 226, September 9, from Berlin,

1ntzrvéntiun Committee m::tihg for that purpose whenever
called, (END GRAY)

Twos As seen from here the Russian note to Italy has
the appearance of a move in the realm of "pressure poli-
tica" which with inecreasing frequency has characterized the
TECENS ﬁurap:an sltuation, a feature of which is that po=
gitions taken for pressure purposes by no means NEcEssar-
ily imply the Intent or even a willingness to translate
words into sction,

This Russian positien may, I think, be regarded as a
natural repercussion in Europe of the Far Eastern situation
and thus in a sense confirmatory of Von Mackensen's opin-
ion reported in my 206, August 28, 11 a.m. Incidentally,
1ﬁ my conversation at the Foreizn Office the view was ExX-
preased that the present Russo-Italian difficulties would.
not (repeat not) result in a rupture of diplomatic relations.

Three, The German notes Just published are substantiale
ly along the llnes outlined above, They stress throughout,
however, that the action taken ls in agreement with the
Italian Government and give as one of the reasons why the
matter should be referred to the Non-intervention Committes
ag thereby permitting the participation of other states
guch as Poland and Portugal,

Coples In code by mall to Rome, Parls, Moscow,

GILBERT

813 :NPL
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A portion of this telegram q - 1€
L LF closely paraphraspiom DEPARTMENT OF STA
EICORE GElNg communicated to
onte« (Band Q) Berlin

»

Dated September 27, 1937

Kep'd. 2:55 p. M,
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:f‘ o<1y por ‘;?_I;ETQE?EAM RECEIVED
i'f-;r“'-,"‘, (B) :Jc‘ 4 Deted Hovember 9, 1937

4 'E.FO“ Reo'd 12:23 p.m.

DIVISION OF
ROPEAN AFFAIR:

V9193

RTMENT OF SPATE

269, November E‘Zﬁ.::.

Tae Prench' Ambassador here ¢

Erdaye

He scid ‘tHe vrercent German, Itelo, Janantse agreement is
the resuli of the Musselini viaslt to Germony and it really
meens & move gerious outlook fer hisg country cnd England,
gcys this olmost guarantees Gep .'.::1 cont*d] nnd annexae
tion of Zustric end Czechoslovakia, and doubtr xucthsr the
anco="ugsian pact of 1955 would -hoave any preventive ef=-
fects I’E added thet Von Popen now in 1’:.‘"'i5 hos aslkzd high
goverizient offieial whether France would do anything if
Austria veEre amexed to Germany. I think recent German
Foligh minorlty agreement only adds to the difficuvltics of
t) 1tic and Donube stoatcs, " Every effort to have o gen=
eral conference for cooperation hos been defeated by GeEr=
» Italy. And if Hitler should be able to bring China
cn into pecce negotiations it would only add to Gers=
atizge ot home eand abroad. Publiec officinls an=
the ~ress publishes thot "now
1 tion. with I4aly and Japan '*ﬁr's us two hundred
and two million tons of novol war pOWwEDrs'
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERI

No. 5804 Berlin, Jenuary 3, e

() Subject: German Foreign Pol 3 TIGAL
Political Milit :-t?;;'
Aspeots, (e JAN ®i19

Fid 2 29

LLEATE
3

33
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1238 JAN |

The Honorable
The Secretary of Sfatéy'=ivior

FAR EfsTEny AFFAIRS
Washington FER 1 11938

I -
. Departmant -rFih/
Sir: e W

I beg to refer to the Embassy's telegrams
Nos. 279 and 296, dated respectively November 23,
2 p.m., and December 18, 6 p.m,, in which were set
forth statements respecting Germany's external
poliey expressed to me direect by responsible offi-

N

¢ials in the Foreign Offilce.

",- !....

P
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I now have the hon;:r to report that at the opening
of 1938 I find these expressions maintained in the
same guarters and furthermore still employed with
specific reference to the Hitler-Halifax conversations
which took place toward the end of lNovember 1937, This
conveys the impression that what might be termed the
"implications™ of those conversations remain alive in
Berlin and that the reaching of an understanding with
London is still an active objeotive.

A question which h&;. however, all along been upper-
most is as to the extent German expressions of policy
represent actual intentions. From a British and French
point of view this question emerges under the form as
to’' just how far Germany's ocurrent statements and as-
surences, i.e,,Hitler's, may be given credence. Lon-
don's poliocy in particular is seen from Berlin as being
to an important degree dependent on Eritish opinion on
that point.

On this score it 1s evident that there are meny oross-
currents in GCermany and that in particular the influences
or the indiwviduals which may govern German action on
any specifio issue or at any given stage are to a distinet
degree not susceptible of advanoce determination. I have
nevertheless from conversations with a relatively large
number of responsible German offioials during the past
several weeks, drawn together a survey of their state-
ments and uﬁinio:u respecting German policy eand the bases

upon




upon which that policy is alleged to rest. Much of what

wae sald to me was uttered with unexpected frankness; in
other cases Inferences to be drawn from remarks made were
_l_.‘l.molt- unmistakeable. f

As to the validity of tha;; expressions as an ap-
praisal of German polley 1t may be sald at lesast that they ~
are the views of officlals who are at present entrusted
with the exeoution of current German policy in a variety :
of its phases. An important feature of this is that what
these men presented has but little association with ac-
cepted concepts of National Soclalist ideclogy; it is
in fact in some instances a negation of the standardized
propaganda expressions of that ideology. In the back-
ground there of course exists the mass of the German
people indoctrinated with National Socialist ideas and
methods of thought. What all this may mean in an esti-
mate of possibilities in German future udtion is a gues-
tion I am not attempting to answer. lior do I kn&w where
an answer to that guestion may be found. I do nevertheleass
find it of peculiar interest, and perhaps of significance,
to note to what a marked d.egr-l the various elements of
German policy conveyed to me in the menner I have described
are interrelated and thus present something of an homogen-
sous concept of German external poliey. I thus wenture
to express the view that this uonaap; may well be given
consideration in an observation of developments in Germany.

The survey to which I am rarérring is as follows:

(1)




qt

(1) The cardinal points in present German policy
conoérn the so-oalled Lastern European question and the
colonial question. Although much greater public emphasis
is placed on the 1ntt;r. the former is regarded as the
‘more fundamental and thui as far more important. The

very ciroumstances of this outward emphasis on the
colonial question has, however, given rise to an impres-
sion that Germany is advancing hi£ ¢olonial claims ochief-
ly as a bargaining point for ocontinental concessions,

. It 1s asserted to me, however, that this is not the

case, but rather that Germany will pursue both ob-
Jeetives simultaneously.

(a) In the continental field, based if on nothing
else on the conocept of race, Germany desires the in-
corporation at some stage of Austria and £hﬂ Sudeten-
Germans into the Reich. It is evident, of course, that
these two questions are not on the same footing. An
Austrian Anschluss has from time to time been a de-
clared German policy. Austria is moreover racially a
Teutonie bloc, Respeoting the Sudeten-Germans, on the
other hand, Germany has never demanded territorial ocom-
cessions from Czechoslovakia: in faoct officlal Germany
and the German inspired press have sedulously refrained
from so doing. German immediate contentions in this
respect are limited to the thesis that the Sudeten-
Germans should be accorded "equal trestment” within the
Czechoslovak state. It must be clearly understood

nevertheless that the ideal of German racial unity

lies




lies deep in German consciousness. It is something

much more fundemental then & mere National Socialist
dootrine. In this sense the ultimate incorporation

of Austria and, in some manner, of the Sudeten-German
|1|uan¥; of Czechoslovakia into the Reich, may, I have
been informed, be regarded as an essential German aim
and that thus ourrent attitudes may be considered as

to a degree adopted within the framework of that general
objective,

German taotics are to accomplish what Germeny may !
be seeking in Eastern Europe without war. In the sense '
that presumably no civil leader of any state actively |
desires war per se, Germany does not wish a war, Par- |
enthetically, the best diplomatic opinion here does
not feel that Germen leaders believe that under present
conditions or in the immediate foreseeable future war
is essential or would indeed contribute to the main-

 tenance of their regime. Should conditions change, the

present type of German leadership suggests nevertheless
the possibility of Germany's going to unpredictable
extremes in both her internal and external affairs,
Germany believes that certainly the chances of a
general war, and perhaps even of a limited strife, a-
rising out of any developments in either the Austrian
or Czechoslovak questlions, depend largely on the attitude
of France and Great Britain. German officials assert

'a bellef that Russia would not move, at least under

present circumstances, except in response to a move

on the part of the Western Fowers,

I Germany




Germeany alleges that any possible change in the
politicel status of either Austria or Czechoslovakia
should result from the primeciple of self-determination.
To make Germany's alleged position clearer on this point,
1t may be added that German officials do mot choose to
commit themselves to any opinion as to whether the
majority of Austrians or Sudeten-Germans desire union

with Germany, or in partioular as to. whether Germemny  — |
would take any steps to promote that end. They merely |
‘content themselves with asserting that Germany does not

desire any change whatsoever except as responsive to an [
expressed wish of the peoples nonuurnld.'

Berlin's general -1; is to gain Great Britain's
acceptance of the formula that the incorporation, or
attempted incorporation, into the Reich of the territories
involved would not be regsrded by Great Britain as ipso
facto a hostile action or a cause of war. Berlin's immediate
tactiocs are to advance this formula in a modified fashion.
The character of Eritish acquiescence in any of these
projects might either be tacit or openly declared; these
are merely matters of prooedure. Germany believes that
a like French acceptance must inevitably follow. Germany
portrays the rrunuu—BritiaE reluctance to such acquiescence
as not reasonably based on any "moral® grounds and thus
as derived solely from Great Fower political consldera-
tions which center primarily in objections to any in-

crease in CGermany's political or economic power.

(b)




"

-

--thnt international appeasement can lie only in the

, of prestige, German leaders assert that colonies would

-7 -

(b) In the colonial sphere Germany desires the
return of her former colonies or their "equivalent™.
Shb demands this as a moral right, in that the peace
treaties were signqg under duress, and on fhc grounds

reduction of the gap between what she holds to be the
"over-privileged™ and "under-privileged™ states., While
admitting that colonles are desired in part for reasons

be an economioc advantage, and that of this Germany is
sclely in a position to judgs.
Incidentally, it will be recalied that the alleged

suggestion respecting Belglan and Portuguese colonies
during the Hitler-Halifax conversations was later attri-
buted by the press to Schacht in his conversation with
Halifax. Schacht informs me that, in response to Hali-
fax' remark that it would be impossible to give Tanganyika
to Germeany, he had indeed said that, if Great Britain
"feared™ a "German Tanganylka", the problem might be
worked out by glving Tanganyika to Portugal in exchange
for some Portuguese possessions going to Germany. He
asserted to me, however, that what he had said was merely
an hypothetical iliustration of what was meant by an
"equivalent™ and that he had added that any such matter
was entirely for Lﬁnﬂon and not for Berlin. Schacht

added that it was obvious to everyone that he had no

power to negotiate nor in any way to exceed the Chancelor's

pronouncements, and that he resented the construction
which
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(1)

which the press had placed on his remarks, Schacht
furthermore told me that he had also, at Halifax'
request, given, during the ocourse of the conversa-
tion, a' few details of his idea regarding the setting
up of a chartered company in Africa under international
control, but that it was common knowledge that this was
an old projeot of his and that he had in no way ad-
vanced it as a German proposal.

(2) Based on the premise that in both the conti-
nental and thn-nnluuiul fields, the British and French
objections to Germany's desires are motivated by politi-
cal considerations, Germany "justifies" her attitude
and action in the entire International sphere by stat-
ing that she ls combatting French and British opposi-
tion with precisely the same weapon, l.e., political
and 1ﬂanlogia:1 which these two powers have at all
times, in Gan-vn and elsewhere, employed against har.

In sustainine their statements respecting the
essential aims of German external policy, responsible
German officials have made the following "admissions".
Aside from Hitler and certain of his followers who are
undoubtedly sincere enti-Communists, and apart from
German internal consideratioms, German leaders are
consclously employing the ideological front in the In-
ternational field solely to achieve immediate national
ends. Germeny is not interested in the international

spread of Fasoism. Indeed, Germany perceives disadvan-

tases




0

"

- Great Britain and France may be driven to come to terms

tages to herself - in the political, military, economic

and Minority spheres - in totalitarian developments in
other states. The immediate ends she is seeking by pro-
paganda methods are (1) to create a popular sentiment in
individual states favorable to Germany (2) to promote

a general troubling of the international scene, whereby

with Germany. GCermany has thus no essential interest
in Spain except as a threat to Great Eritain and France
in the Mediterranean and as pressure on France at the
Pyrenees. The value of Italy to Germany is of precisely ;
the seme order, Respecting the Far East, Cermany's tendency
is to favor China, except as Japan may afford a menace
to Great Britain. The value of many of Germeny's present-
day aotivities is represented as being ephemeral, and the
implication is conveyed that they would gradually be dis-
carded under changed conditioms. In particular, with
a view to the future, Germamy carefully avoids alliances
or eny arrangements involving general reciprooal sup-
port, either with Italy or with Japan.

Anti-Communist esgitation, aside from internal uses,
is employed to. the same end, Its partioular objective |
at the moment j.u' to gain the support 1:0:' Germany of
elements in Great Britain. High Germen officials have
stated to me that in their view it is still a moot ques-
tion as to whether the Russian army 1s permanently in-
jured by the "purge". They consider recent happenings
in Russia as, nevertheless, a definite gain for Gaﬁmr.

in that the consequent anti-Russian reaction in France

and
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lnE Great Britaim has weakened the French continental
position,

(3) The prillnfupolitinll situation obvicusly can
not be considered apart from military factors, not neces-
sarily in relation to actual combat, but certainly their
potentialities for political pressure are taken 1ntn con=
sideration.

On this score Germany takes note of expressions ot
British belief that time is operating in BEritain's
favor due to the progress of Britiuh rearmament and to
an estimate of a progressive deterioration in German
economy. German leaders, however, hold that precisely
the opposite is true: that on a relative basis German
strength is inoreasing. Hespecting British naval re-
armament they point out that as between Great Britain
and Cermany per se the British fleet could at its pres-
ent stremgth successfully blocade Germany and that an
inoreased navy would not better Britain's position in
this respect. Concerning estimates of the military factors
in German economy, it is granted that no opinion is readi-
ly susceptible of proof. Germen contentions are neverthe-
less that their present plans are especially designed to
prevent & recurrence of the effects of the British blocads
in the World War, that these plans when implemented can
accomplish that end under war conditionms for a year or
perhaps longer, and in general that foreign estimates
of German economy are customarily based on classiocal
economic standards which are n&ﬁ epplicable to present-
day Germany. They admit nevertheless that in a protracted

1

war
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War a British bloocade would be a formidable weapon.
German strategists recognize British superiority of
&ccess to raw materials but contend that, while raw
materials are an essential and predominent factor in
nnril strength, man power is a 8ine gua nom in land
forces, -They hold that on land French military power

has reached its maximum, that the British increase is
negligible, and that the German inorease, both in per-
sonnel and materiél, is progressive. They to a definite
degree discount air forces on either side as a "determin-
ing combat weapon®. They expand on this by saying that
it is true both in respect of the air plane as a weapon
Der se and because overwhelming air superiority on

elther side is not to be reascnably expected. They

point to Germen strategic superiority over the 1914
situation in that their forces were then divided by
pursuing the initiative on two fronts, while their
present military dispositions and politicel arrange-
ments are with a view to acting solely defensively om

the Western front. Their contentions are that the relative
military forces involved, taken together with Sritish
political and military embarrassments in the lediterran- e
ean and in the Far Zast in contrast to Cerman freedom
from such difficulties, will eventually evolve into &
situation whereby Great Britain will be brought to a cén-
promise. This estimate, they assert, lles back of the
official attitude that Germany is not pressing her case,
and also back of Hitler's public statements that time

will be required for a settlement.




A general military estimate respecting Great Eritain
is that she cannot be considered as a significant con-
tinental power for any immediate aotion until she adopts
general military service., It is admitted that should
Great Britain introduce peace-time consoription the
strategic situation on the Continent would radiecally
change.

(4) With reference to the immediate issues in
the international field, aside from the concrete cal-
culations ennumerated above, there is prevalent in
Germany & belief in her inherent greatness and strength.
In this sense too, Germans feel that time, or what they
might term destiny, il- working in Germany's favor.

While there is a readiness to combat any force active-
1y attacking her, Germany's "offemsive" for the moment
is desoribed as limited to an expression of her de-
sires and aims, in the belief that the general world
situation in the natural course of events will work to
their realization.

(6) There 1s a strong u::-:hrourrant of Teeling
running through certain German circles, particularly
in the Ecomomiocs Ministry, that an economic rapproche-
ment with Russia would be a logical and advantageous
development., I have not, however, sncountered a
serious presentation of this theory as a political
possibility for at least the immediate ‘future.
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(6) Rurther in respect of the continental situa-
tion, Germans concede that should the Austrian and
Cfechoslovek questions be settled inm their favor,
Cermany on the same basis of unity of race would un-
doubtedly turn 1tihuttnnt1un to the "unsatisfactory”
situations in E!lt Frussia and Danzig. Thesé issues
are, however, at present held in abeyanoce.

(7) Whether upon accomplishing its present stated
desires in the continental and colonial spheres, Ger-
many would seek further territorial aggrandizement
is a speculative matter whioh, although generally in-
formed opinion on this score is of intereat, would
presumably be determined by the conditions them pre=
vailing. It is nevertheless regarded as highly probable
that the accomplishment of her immediate main ocbjec=
tives, particularly in view of her methods of seeking
their attainment, would quickly be followed by a radical
reorientation of Germany's external policy, for example,

in respect of Italy.

Respectfully yours,

—

Ales /|
4gnntigh Jilbert,
Charge d'aAffaires ad ‘nterim.
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DOCUMENT FILE

NOTE : !
o 795,94,/12070 FOR Tel #1), 10&m
rroM - Germany i Gilbert )y DATED Jan 13, 1938
TO 7 MNAME =112

',' I
REGARDING: Sino=-Japanese conflict:-American and British courses in premises.

rossibility of Japanese attack on Hong Hong:-Britain would de-
¢lare war on Japanese if such attack should eventuate, ac-
sording to statement attributed to Hdem, entertaining hopes
of military support of U.S. Foregoing Pccording to informant
who requeated Gilbert's views on possible Ameriecan action in (
aircumstances envisaged.
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as the British invitation to Neurath last June, H
added thet he was not preparced to speculate or 11
‘orm the British reply might take,
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TELEGRAM RECE
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A pc-r-ticn of this telegram Berlin (part air)
must be closely nar‘aphraﬂ,ﬁ%

1i‘;{r:f‘r:'!l"'r. be i*"'{r:r.-**:r.nr.icats Dated January 19, 1938
© ANnYyone, G

Rec'd 6150 a,m,, 20th,

o = =i SR r . . KH 2, &
Secretary of State, z g ;/ EAN
< JAN 221938 «)
fahington, N O paprstens tie n"_"’.'-//.
i T _;__"__J__..
, Janu 19, DM
~
( ) Foli i Inister visited Berlin ()}
..... o
] I the Yugoslav Forelpgn Miniaster brought (@)
-
ok s i E last evening. eck! visit (0)]
; i N
t mpanled ar ~
i 1 F'.’i L 1 - T K g
@)

imn
S
]
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-2- #19, January 19, 5 p.m., from Berlin,
0

(a) Hcspcéfing Beck's visit I am informed by a source
which I am inclincd credit that Germany is alarmed over an
alleged deterioration in Polish economy and desired to
discuss with Eacﬁm;hqt might h? undertaken in the way of
improvement, A high German officlal Is quoted as describing

the Polish situation =25 "an excellent army in.an economically
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This telegram must be Eerlin
c¢losely prraphrased be-
fore.being communicated Dated February 11, 1936

to anyoue, (B)
Ree'd 2:58 p, m,

Secretary of State,

ﬁauhingtun.

49, February 11, 4 p. m,

Cne, In quarters here which feel that the new
German Government will embark on a radical course in
foreign affairs as deseribed in my 48, February 11,
noon, paragraph four, lmmediate apprehensions largely
center in the MAustrian question",

The Military Attache reported through telegram
No, 11, February 5, 1 p, m,, from the American Lega-
tion at the Hague the army's "belief" concerming the
italiai angle iIn the question, The Embassy is unable
to obbtain anything more ﬁsfinitc on that SCOYrE nor
is it oble to substantiobe thut German activity re-
specting Auét?ia is in prospect, It can only take
note of eExpresslona of belief to this':fftct.

Two. In this connection it may be said that the

circurniatance thet Ribbentrop 1s apparently of the

ratical school ns reported in my telegram under ref-
Erence “oEz not, however, necessarlly (repeat neces=
garily) imply thet Germany will immediately embark

on




LS 2-Yo, 49, February 11, 4 p, m,, from Berlin,

on "radical" courses in external affairs, It 1s
pointed out here that a feature of Ribbentrop's ap-
pointment 1s that as a recognized party man he 1s more
free in expressions of policy especially those of a
moderate character than was his predecessor Neurath
who could not enjoy that luxury but was compelled in
many ways to be "more royalist than_fhE'Kins“. On
this score there i1s an expression of belief here that
as an "answer" so to speak to the foreign press and
pthaps in line with a non-antagonistic attitude toward
Great Britain and France for reasons discussed in my
previous telegrams and which Hitler may still have in
mind Ribbentrop may at the outset at least adopt a
nolicy of moderation which may indeed find expression
in the Chancellor's speech to the Reichstag on February
20 which many forecas® will for tactical reasons be
moderate in tone,

I am not myself as yet prepared to express an
opinion on the foregoing but submit it as one of the

important 1tems of current Berlin speculation,

GILBERT

EME:RGC
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7= {#584 February 16, 3 PeMe, from Berlin,

execution of measurcs which offer a guarantee that such
close and friendly relations between the two states will
be established s eorrespond to the history and total
Interests of the German nation.

HSoth—stotesmen are convineed that the MENSUrES

‘Etermined unpon by them are at the same time an effective

contriution to the poeific development of the European

he Austrian Government has iasued - similar

There is entire nbsence of <ny information or - comment
to Che detalls of the arrongement in thr GErman pri
Firh v i 1 f e ! 1 o ETYV: . e f 1 -
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2-#62, From Berlin,Feb.18,6p.me

A8 a corollary of tht.forcgoing it is believed

- epe that further changes in the Austrian Government

w111 be nnnounced shortly which will Include the
nolntment of. a "pro-German" Chief of Staff of the

it b e
plan army.

GILBERT
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"This telegram must be
closely paraphrased be- FROMppgrTy
fore being comrmunicated
to anyone. (C) Dated February 18, 1938

Reo'd 4:25 p. m.

Secretary of State,

eS¥/e9°coL

Washington, 4£j _ ]
: _-wd,

ﬁh =
63, Febhruary 18, 7 pe m, ﬂg&}"QN -

The British Counselor diascussed with me this

morning the Pritish Embasay's views on the Austrian
development and brought me un to date on the matter
o f =57 TS t.An _! =0 ETn T al-d 5 ]:r11
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e=#63, Frem Berlin, Feba16,7pims

It had been the intEntlion of the Ambassador to
sEE the Chancellor prior. t« heé latter's Reichstag

9
Lo

speeEch In order to work owW—. T some "adjustment" 1in -

..!, E tErmna ,I!" +'|.-.L' "!"lL"“W- .
[t appears to be uncertain whether the Chancellor
pErsonally aware of.this British intention,. In

EVENt the unexpected, Intervention of the Austrian
levelopment produced LERaL. a'ch: Ed and: preaunably
less auspicious situation for the contemplated eori-
verasations with the Chaneellor,

b

On the ocecaslon of the Chancellor's dinner. to thie

iinlomatic corps on February 15 the nanéni German
comrunlique. having just been issued (my 59, February 16,
Pe Me), Henderson Informally expressed to the Chancellor
Great Britain's "interest in Austria”. The Chancellor
reaponded in no uncertaln terms to the effect that
."Auntrln'ww: solely a German concern”.

In respect -of the foregoing I commented that this
German position 1s based on the prineiple of "Germans
being solely a German concern”, It thus under certain
conditions might be applied to the Czechoslovak, the
Danzig and the Corridor questions. The British
Counselor agreed with me in this but did not belleve

that Germany would adopt a slmilar position respecting

other Easatern European matters,
Henderson
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REB
4-#63, From Berlin,Feb,18,7pam.

to which Germany has gone. He felt that the Rome-Berlin
axis was as strong as ever if not stronger but agreed
with me that the long range effect of Germany at the
Brenner might be a different matter.

The Counselor stated that from the British point \
of view there were three courses which could be | }
followed at this juncture, vis a vis, Germany, (A)
Germany could be told that Great Britain would defend
Austrian independence by arms if nEcEésary, (B) Germany —
1 did not approve of

L

Germany's action and would reserve its position. In

eould be told that Grest:-Brital

other words London could take the position that Austria

L

was an lssue between the two Govermmentas. (C) The
ritish could express thelr "1nhcrést" in Austria, He
ﬁﬂfﬁ.tth the latter course had evldently been chosen
as ;PHEWTE;1X the only feasible:one but that 1t was

A . - . R -
In . gffect meaningless,

The Britlish Embasay 1s completely at a loss as . Lo
f ine Hlitler ms k n.k February 20 speech,
T ] i I r- "ES rting the
ffect velopments o ria's international
i | 1] ELCL Elieve 4 gtria
] 1 3.0 my ! E E & party 1




5-#63, From Berlin,Feb,18,7p.m,

the anti-comintern pact., Whether Austria could be a
party to that pact and retain membership in the League
or whether in any event Austrla would be permitted to

remain in the League was felt to be problematical.

GILEERT
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elosely . na*aphrns:d b= Ber 1iﬂ
fore bsin?: cormunicated

et

to anyons, (B} Dated February 26, 1938
Ree'd 11:00 a,m,
Seerctary of State,
Vleakinston.

£5, Ttbruary 26, 1 p.m.

One, MNothing definite yct emerzes here respecting
German official.resction to the Schuschhigg speech, That
the toric of the speech is still regarded with surprise by
the ren’: and file of party members is evident, In diplo=
matic &nd Cerman cireles comment centers on the apparent
divercencies between the temper of the gpeech, and in par=
ieul “emschnigg's insistenee bn Austrian SovErelanty

recilom from External interference, and what had been

understo to be the apirit and terms of the BeErchtesgaden

arrangcients,  Speculation turns on causes -as derivins
F o SR i P e T . y i KIge s fy g =y & — ST |
I'roin = Anternal aituntion in Austria or possibly in
PEsponzE ‘to some: development n Eat power politics
I : =1 opme? in sreat power politics,
Tvioe From military and otlher contacts here the
L - ‘ the :': 1 C h II.--!. 1 i mi:
1 " 1 f of 1 I
- 511 ~ y il o Tl ’, T e ’ ] o e i
EeEmpo w1t vhich Me will proceed to complete. this amnlie
L]
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5+ No. 83, February 26, from Berlin,

His infermotion'ls that in recent weeks Hitler has
effected a rather thoroughgoling ;Eorgnnizntion of the
Nationnl Sooialist Party in Austria, ousting certain loecal
leaders such as Leopold and concentrating all party cuthore
ity in the Ilnnds of Seyss=Inquart, It would seem that
-Hitler's purpost in these changes is to crecte o clear-
cut channel of authority in Austrian matters from hime
self direct to Scyss=Inguart ond to rule out cll possibil=
ities ‘of legser German party leaders, especially those- of
Prussicn opigin; meddl ing in Awstrian affairs, thercby
injuring Hitler!s chances of bringing about the anschluss,

UMile the exact arrangementa between Muscolini and
Hitler with regord to Austric arc unknown, it is felt by

Augtricn lozis in Berlin thoet Hitler intends to loar no

&

tiue in securing such . a strong position in Austric that

evEn if o oudden diplom.tic shifting of fronts should ocecur

Italy could not retrace her steps. His sources ferl +h

farther important steps towards anschluss will be token

not loter thon Moy, among. these ateps bring the oustins of
Ur, Lienbold from the presidency of the Austrizn Notional
nk oo being too.ocloze to Frenoe,
The ckground opinlon of" these sources is that
2

wherec.s up " to now time hog been working for Hitler in Aus

1 i o kA l id ! i 44 L i ™
=y T opnoslte E Q4 ' ™I1E ! HA +9 3 {
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3= No, 85, FPEDOULTrY 26, from Berlin,

hend An £hE Serchteagoden meetings Unless Hitler's. cogurs=
anecs {ron lMussolini are vVeEry strong he must now definitely
fear thrt fd £ sh=Italion ccecord might either slow down
or conpletely cheek his attempt to amal gemate Germany ond
Austric, .]H appeara logical, therefore, from Hitlerls
strndnoint that he should press on without delay to his
zonl ond complete his ascendency in Austric before the
Sponish eivil wor has ended and before Great Britnin and
Ttnly ¢ hove had time to reach on understanding. ' The
Nationsl Soelalist Party in Berlin apparently feels thal
they hove already a sofe m- jority for anschluas WEre o
plebigoeite to be taken in Austric in the next few months
but thot 913 present mojority is not impressive nor indeed
ng 1om~¢ ~g the party could malke it could they obtcin
acvers]l montha'! delcy for organization and propagondd.
Thes ore some indidations here that religious matters
werr digcussed in Berchtesgaden, There is o belief in
Berlin ot the reccll of PapEkEn, the most prominent Catholic
loymen in Germony, from Vienno is connected with a AESire
bv Hitler o use him in negoticntions with the Vatlcan.
The qurction as to whether Hitler aocturlly hos mode o

compl-int to Schuschnigz in Cotholic religious mattera con

q+i11l not Be cnowered but if this is cssumed it could partly

Exploin




in Selsehnigzts change of front ot Berchteagaden,
o-tiong suggeat thot Hitler 48 now setking pog=
gibl; ; Tmpoolinils recucst o "5&5? 1 11 round settlee-
ment of the German religiouwa disputes. .  Such SELtlEnEnt

errrny would £211 in vith Hitler'!s Auatrian plons
the Gemyn nodition in Austrio,

afficiro and hig nuamcrous contmets herc the foregolng in-
fornotion from the Militopy Attiche and the opiniohs re=
gording Cerncon ‘plond.in the Aunstrion and church questl ong
ATE bEligved to merit conslideriition,

It rioy be cdded thet in respect of the moin thesis
outlined 2Bove 1t ic the genercl consensuo of opinion

all Berlin cireléa thiat Hitleoto ultincte gina 13 the obe-

gorption of Auntric,

1

t nizht be emphcaolzed, however, that the nctunl

plans »f the Chancellor in these natters are knovm only
to hingelf cnd an extrenely ancld eirele of his intinotes
T

in goevernceEntal affrira to vhorn no outsider knovm to the

-l

Erbaacs:: hos ag.vet eateblisohed a relation of confidentinl

GLIB eRT

RI3EFD
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sgeretary of State,
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(B) rit1sh Counsglor: InE Cou .
Hitlér's stofementa to Henderson conld bE deserlbed ac Jor.
[
rlel T trmatic ¢ the varlous points of his speech <
I
f Fi . +gn.the ~11tical side thEe "germanic”
£ Austrian czechalovak guestions WET'E
roptroyed virti matter of fundamental world
arpeanbling  Qc minant and righteous UrgEe
lor L cvey the "toking over® of fuatria na
" ic 1 efinlte German Actermination. in
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=2« #C¢, March 9, 9 a,m, (SECTION TWO) from Berlin,

private and thus not for public consumption of a fervid
feeling for the "rights" of Germans and his extreme

sensitiveness to press misapprehension, to press

"intervention" in internal German affnirs and to
"earicoture" of personalities, The Counselor's
feelings on these points are that regardless of certaln
inconslistencles in the German positions anyone who desires
to desl vwith Germany in any pational manner must take
into account the two charncteristics which have. been
mentlened and which furthcrmore should not bE regarded
o8 lmproner or v.Irong pEr se,

The Counselor stated th this converasatlion most
definitely formed merely comprises converastions whicl
vhat extent Ribbentrop's wisld

will BE on oecéaslion for such'a continuance
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Sudeten Germans, tificatior -

for the ref 1 of Henlein's suggestions woul £
wostill Erm s As sult the public mi |
prepar or almos EVEnt l1ty, EVEn perhaj for
getlon . similar ko that which happened 1n Austria,
13 doe ot necESsarlly mean, however, that g

actlon 18 contemplated, The German press in it: '{
handling of the Czechoslovak guestion has character= "
1stically operated in waves, no doubt insplred by a 1
desire to exert each time some particular form of ~
pressure, 1t 1= thus equally arguable that the o=

d

attitude
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sms -2 = Mo, 205, April 28, €6 p.m, from Berlin

nttitude of the German press can be explained by a
desire to put pressure on Fecnes to acquiesce as far
ags poasibe In Henlein's demands,

The Consul General at Cologne has reported unusual
nctivity among the Rhineland units of the army and
rumors have reached us of military activlity iIn the
nefghborhood of Czechoslovakla., It 1s felt, however,
that this, if 1t exists, may eEither be a further form
of pressure or may be relatively normal troop movew
of the time tend to construe
8 ominous.

Henleint's speech of April 24 is popularly referred

to here a3 an "ultimatum"., However, it 18 pointed out
the employment of somewhat ambiguous language and
: nl1ein! mand - ¥ I ¥ 1t En-
1 ( i latic
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-
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sms 3 = No, 205, Aprll 28, 6 p.m., from Berlin,

A

of the long standing relationshir between Hitler and
Henleln ‘the Chancellor was in full agreement with both
the timing and the content of the speech.

The Czecheslovak Minister told me inat he believed
that what iIs under considération is =a development of

the principle of the unit;y of the German race, wherever
¥

il

cction of national social-

it may be found, under the dir
1sm, Heg advances the thesis that this so to spealr

spiritual preparation will be undertaken in various

quarters and when the necessary state of mind has beer
brought about geographical rearrangements will foll OWg
« 1E thinks, ho r, that this is a ]c y off.
Yhether this may be as definitely true as the Mini
itates 13, of course AN oheEn question, I
mder ( - howev b Ehat the Czechs 5111 deair
'prE 5 In order to awaken sympatl T
s hoslovalki ' mmor NEZEr,
o | mnsls ] . t
e il 1 e A i ’ | ' 1 hE
1ictlcally: sound 1 t] t :
order to pi- v i § X
| CEq, 1 11 t y




from Berlin,

Dela,

uestion 12 whether such resistasnce would provoke a
FENEral war,
gechoaloval nister stated he felt
thi gt 1or o bE m gerious, - He said that he had
ur i Henes “Tor long :1ﬁT to come immedlately to an
rEement -l enlein, Unfortunately it had been too
1or layedy 1t should have been' made belore the
natria falz ny price, NEVETthel ess hoped
he n unders i could be reached rows  No time
t £ lost, HE nevertheless feared VEry much that
Czechoslovak Government might look upon Henleints

nas as a maximm while he

¥ PR

rded

hE i: r s tEQ that
he necellor'as visit to Rom

t1 in reapeet of Czechoslov
[tnlian Interest regarding th

B

fluenceg the Chancellor inthis
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E 1mmedl

oncerning Czechoslovakis, Hi
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and
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a perlo

re in Germany they were

a minimum,

, -

he hoped strongly that

E would result in modera=

akias It would be to

E Danubian basin to in-

SEN8E,

acy of ony German action

tler's proposed visit to

A
8 |

of some daya 1is

reassuring.




ﬁr“.‘!' A A gy N Nallle , from rlin-

the French Charpe dA'Affalres.na éxpressed to-us is
that an opportunity may yet be selzed, and should be
selzed, to obviate the poseibllity of a generml war,
It 13 felt thot the fundamenbal British policv:iis the
prevention of such-a war:and if 1t 13 not =0 alread
that) this 1s tending to become n French: policy, Ime

portant -developmenta in French poliey are expected

nsa result of the

ant Lendon,

As advanced by the twe embassiea here tHe rENETrnl

thought 1s to reach such an understanding with Berlin,

wlth the nssistance of an understanding with Romg,. .

that Germon desires or even GErmen unshakable intentic

may beE so to spedk-"eanalized" in a mrnher to maintain

the genercl pence. The basie policy in accomplishing
this 1s seen to rest (a) on Germany's own desire to
avold warg (b) on the psychologlical factor of a deep

seated German ambition to achieve the estegm of other
states and peoples und especially (e) on the declared

policy of friendship with Grent Britain,

In

'Urrent Franco=British converaation:




sms 6 = No, 205, Aprill 23, 6 pems, from Berlin,

In 1ts more immediate application this policy 1is
described as (a) "capitalizing" Hitler's public declara=-
tions that he 1s opposed in prineiple to minoriticesg
thus 1t 1s hoped to avold the complete breaking up of —
the Czechoslovak state through action by Hungary or
Poland which might create new minorities; (b) that time
l1s necessary in order that British snd French puhliﬁ
opinion may be informed respecting the true situation
in Czechoslovekia, in particular that of the Sudeten
Germans, and thus lessen the straln upon the French
due o their allience with Czechoslovakla in the event
something happens; (c) .to aveld at all costs a
clash either initiated by the Germans or by the Czechs.

T4 " Fr— 3 B 1A PP 2 i . L |
'I-_E Frenct AT .! alftaires s EanErin T:l'.' ,,_-,trnrl.

i sagrting ] public oninirc 111 be brourht tc
1 hat 4 | m frow her Erare

' vl 11d take a posit ilar to that belin
t r n ! D I 1d e 8] mENsS
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sms 7 - No, 205, April 28, 6 p,m., from Berlin,

immediate developments In this affair will undoubtedly
depend on three factors, (a) whether cr not internal
disturbance develops in Czechoslovakiaj (b) on the
dEF?EE.Gf coneilliation: shown by Benesg and (c) the
decision of Hitler &lone,

I expect to sce @Goering today and Ribbentrop

tomorrow but I should be much surprised 1f I learn

anything more definite then the foregoing.

"

Brussels,

opnd £s - ¥i oy A i R T Al - | =N - T A v
OplEs alr mailed Praha, Paris, Rome, Lordon,
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

No. 123 Berlin, May £, 1938,

0y Bubject: The German-Czechoslovak
Situation - Memoranda of
* Conversations with the
Czechoslovak ster an

the French Charge 4'Af;

G5BMA 10 PR 213
L. 1..:\11]?4:‘-':;%:]?-'&5
AND RECORDS

s
.4]\‘ The Homorable
1 The Seoretary of State,
fashington.

Sir:

1/ I have the honor to enclose herswith memoranda

2/ of conversations with the Czechoslovak Minister at
Berlin, and the French Chargé d'iffaires at Berlin, |
whioh took place on April 27 end ipril 28, respec- {
tively. ; |

& Respectfully yours, |

Endlosures:

1. Memorandum of Conversation &5 e
with the Czechoslovak Minister; Z | : (|
2. lemorandum of Conversation b
with the French Charge d'Affaires. S e
A

=




Znglosure 1 to |
Jespateh o, 124,
dated!lay £, 1939,

LRIORAR DU

\ OF GONTERSATION WITE DR, MASTNY, CZECECSLOVAK LINISTER

april 27, 19038,

The linister told me that naturally the uituﬁtion
is dangerous and serious. e, however, does not believe
that active intervention by Germany is to be expected
at this time. Ie thinks that what is zoing on is an
endeavor by Gemmany to bring about a state of nind among
all Sermans abroad whereby they foai themselves Bpirit-
ually a part of the Reich and whereby they accept direc=
tion from the Reich. ZEventually, continued the iiinister,
when this state of mind has been brousht about abroad,
the geographical rearrangements will be undertaken, but
he thinks that this is a long way off.

He then continued: Czecheslovakia is fighting the
battle of all the states which have German minorities,
since the Germans desire all over the world that those
of German blood should accept the domination of the Reich i
and the direction from Berlin. He believes that the type :
of compromise or arrangement which will be worked out in |
cituhnslovaﬁiu will be the one demanded by all other
minorities of Cerman blood - (and while I have full
sympathy with the liinister in this unhappy situation,
the foregoing was obviously in the nature of propaganda
to awaken sympathy in the United States over a common

dﬂng.r} & '::



I said that I had come to see him because .I felt

sympathy for the situation in which he was placed,

I imew of no men vho had greater responsibility on

his shoulders for the advices that he was glvine in
fhia dancerous and oritical moment,

The Minister replied that indeed this was so. He
had urged Nenes for a longz time to come instantaneously
to an agreement with Henlein. Unfortunately it had been
too long delayed; it should have been made before tie
sustrian affair, at any price. llevertheless, he hoped it
could be made now, althoush the demands in Henlein's
speech were, scme of them, incapable of being accepted
and were against the Constitution of Czechoslowakia, For
instance, no Czedhoslovak Covernment could cromise to
change its foreign policy. This was & matter which ap-
pertained to the Farliament and could not be done by the
Go%urnmagt aiann. He feared very mich that the Czecho-
slovak Covernment would look on these demands as a maxi-
mum, while here in Germany they were obviously regarded
as & minimum, ]

He then said he hoped strongly that the Fihrer's
visit to Rome would result in moderation in respect to
Czechoslovakia. [He felt that after all Italian interests
in the Danube Basin were such that lLussolini would not
look with favor on the obliteration of all GCerman re-
sisting elements in the Dasin, and he bellieved that lusso-
lini would oﬁnrt a moderating influence on iiltler in

respect




AT/

respect to Czechoslovakia.

Finally he said that above all things the Czeochs |
must keep cool in this situation. It was not exceeding-
ly desperate, provided they could keep their heads.

I replied that reports from Czechoslovakia showed
that Denes and Krofta were evidently keeping their
haadn.l The )Minister agreed and said hanpily this

wWas 50.
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Enclosure g to Uespatech
o, 123, dated imy 2,
1938,

LEORANDUL
.OF CONVERSATION WITH COMTE LONTB4S, FREWCH CHARGE D'AFAINES
AFRIL 28, 1958,

The French Charzé d'iffaires, in discussing

the Czechoslovak question, confidentially stated that the
incorporation of tha Sudeten Germans into the Reich
is undoubtedly & basle German desire and was almost
definitely to be expected ultimately to take place.
This had become even more true uinué the Austrian
haprening and the conseguent exalted temper of the
German people which in a sense placed pressurs on
Hitler. e believed that the Cerman tactios were that
the Henlein "demands™ of April 24 were only the first
of a series of demands whereby Germany and the Sudeten
nermans would move toward their ultimate objeotive.
He felt, although the Czechoslovak press might appear
to be resistive to the Henlein position, that the
Government was behind the scenes working for a com-
promise, ie said that he had definite knowledge that
the Czechoslovak l/inister here was urging such a course
on his Government, feeling that In such a policy lay
the best chance for the survival of his state.

The Chargé was nevertheless not inclined to belleve
that matters would move as swiftly as some people felt,

but rather that the German Covernment wanted affairs

“ .
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to move slowly and thus if poesible peacefully. ne
gald that he believed that the chilef preoccupation of
i7itler was mnot the Sudeten Termans, which eould be
taken over into Germany at almeost any time, but rather
(a) the Slovak and the Folish and funparien minorities

problem, and (b} popular a-titudes in Great “ritain

. and Frapce., In any sudden movemert at this time the

dzechs might fight. This was beinz sald in Frague,

and meny people belleved i1t. hile he himself was not
inclined to believe that the Czechs would offer armed
resistance in view of thelr naturally not belng able

to count upon the German elements of the populatiom,

in view of the uncertain loyalty of the Slovaks, and
the exceedingly vulnerable military position of Jzecho-
slovakia along the new German frontlers in Austria, there
always remeined the possibility of & serious clash. e
felt that Hitler was anxious 1o avoid any shock whiech
might involve trouble in Slovekia and perhaps action

by Poland and Hungary, fipst because this would leave
the Czechs isolated and he was opposed to the creation
of new minorities in Eastern Turope, and second because
no one could tell where & conflict might lead. Le falt
that Iitler might be willing that there should be some
nad justment™ in the Polish and fungarian minoritlies
questions, but he buliqtﬁd that iitler desired botl on

principle and for ttiutﬂgic reasons that the Czechs and

Slovaks

G e m e
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Slovaks should remain together in a dngle .tltl.‘ﬂi
‘Felt that Hitler further believed that through a delay -
in developments the British and Fremch public would
8lowly become mfumd as to the situation in Czecho-

slovakia and would favor a "peaceful" utt].;munt.

While he did not kmow what the British might be say-
ing to the Cermans, he believed that the fundamental
British policy was the prevention of a war and that \
their aim was thus to "canalize™ certain "inevitable®
developments along peaceful lines, and that this was the
objective of Eritish policy as explicit at Frague. Ie
said that he did not know what his own country might
do in the event of an armed clash in Czechoslovakia,
but he felt that French fundamental policy lay also
in the avoidance of & war and that, while Paris was
undoubtedly at present taking a position im accordance :
with its treaty relations with Czechoslovakia, much
depended in respect of French policy on the current
Franco-Jritish conversations at London.

Respecting nussia, he sald that the French military
authorities did mot believe that Moscow would move to
the aid of Czechoslovakia without France, and that even
{f Franoce moved, Russia would not give more than a
ntoken™ assistence, employing only its air force., The
estimate of the French Ceneral Staff was in effect
that while the Tusslan srmy would nndoubtadly be strong

on the defensive, it could not rsadily be used on the

of'Tenalive




offensive and that in any event lboscow would not wish
to do anything which would involve war with Poland
or Fumania, ]

~‘Thn Chargé stated that,while he naturally could
not vouch for all of the foregoing, 1t nevertheless
reflected his considered estimate of the situation.

PG=gw
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agyla 205_April 28, G pen, -

fhe Oprdtish Embagay informs- -us -in strict
l confidence that they received today from-London
certain pertinent detdails of the recent Franco-
ritish converactions ut Londeon together with
information respecting "parallel" demarches which

1

thie. I'ritish and French are about to make at Praha
with o view to augresting a ".pr-:ﬂcEful aolution"
of the Sudeten German queation,

The “ritish Ambassador is inatructed to in-

iorm Goering in particular concecrning the nature

il

of the Franco=BEritish general staff-arrangements
and conerrning the prospective-demarche at Praha,
The general thought 4s that in conjuction with ime
parting this Informmtion an cffort will be made

to Influence Germany to the end that no action on

. its part would jeopardize the munintenance of peace,

1t would

) ]‘.f
orcu aguly | e/
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1eeitimate and unequivoeal interest in ‘the main-

tenance -of the g ‘nernl pPEACEs

=

T gothrpe that pogsible’ futur cdevelopments

rditish Cermn relationshipa in this motter will
epeEnd upon the nature o dETPEE of Goering's re-
nonasr to this appronch, Henderson is apparentl;

nrenarins for his action with great core,.
1t is interesting to note that the Lonﬂéﬂ In-
atruc tiona specifically directs fhut this demarcl
undertoken with coering, There 1o no de jurc justi-
i {'...'-1'."'. on for thiaz, It is on the other ‘hand 4 taclt
recognition that Goering 1s de fnoto the No, =2 man -
in Germany and in Hitler's absence in Rome the chie
pErsonnge in GeErmony. Incidentally on the tactical
alde 1t will be recalled that it was Goering who
during the Austrian happening gave to the Czechoalo-
vak !inister oral angsurance at that time that no act

would be undertaken by CGermany in Czechoslovakia,

‘.I WILSON
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225, Hn:t 6, 6 pome DEPA (1"_',_1:;-
~ In a conyersation with the Russian Charge
d'Affaires who has just returned from a trip through

the Sudeten German area, he stated that, disagreeeble

- as the admission was to him, at present undoubtedly 90

percent of the Eﬁdzt:n Germans favored union with the
Relch, HE naidiﬁrgzt?:r, that this was almost emtirely
dug to the / ' economy of the area, that he regarded
proposals examined during the Franco=British
conversations at London that Great Britain employ
goonomic means to offset German Influence in Central
Europe as the most valuable feature of the conversations,

and that if Great Britain would purchase Sudeten=CGerman

products to a AEgree sufficlient to create Sudeten=

German prosperity the urge to unite with Germany would

disappear, This view is nevertheless discounted by e

o
oA

‘others here familiar with the situation who feel that

the 1ssues and sentiments have grown beyond the problem
of Economlcs,

In respect of the possible role of Russia 1n
Czechoslovak affairs the Charge A'Affalres stated that
Russia would under no cirecumstances move to the milltary

nsslistance of Czechoslovakia unless France moved,
he

aa1a
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2+#226 From Berlin May 6, 6 psme

Ht addgd that Prench action in turn certainly depended
on British action, He said furthermore that Russian
military support- of Czechoslovakia was complicated by
the attitude of Poland and Rumania especlally the
former, which was that the paaaagé of troops over her
territory would be regarded as a cause for war, He
trusted, however, that the attitudes of these two states
could be overcomé provided a general common action were
joined against Germany,

WILSON
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Thig telegram must bE From

¢closely paraphrased be- BERLIN
fore being communicated ) - /
to anyone, (C) Dated May 6, .1938 V//

Rec'd 4:30 p. m,
Secretary of State, ¢ PE}F,&& e}
o | { " CM‘{
» Washington, . Q*k i‘
X, _:H' .I m’ “
A Y
i 226, May 6, 7 p. m, "

With reference to the Embassy's telegram/No, 223,

1> 4094

May 5, 4 p. m., the I'rench Embassy confirms that France

-y
e

and Great Britain will make parallel demarches at Praha,

According to the French the chief feature of these will

8c2/

be a statement to the Czechoslovak CGovernment that up
to the present sufficlent concessions have not been made
to the Sudeten Germans, It was explained that the back=-

ground of this position is that France cannot give

A hu ) blanket guarantees of asslstance to Czechoslovakia to

[ be operative under all conditions and that any concept

MM

i

of assistance carries with 1t the right to advise S

respecting a alituation which might lead to war,

agel 01

The French will not make a demarche here. They will
be "covered" by an agreement-that the British Ambassador
will say to the Germans that "Great Britaln recognizes

that France 1s in a speclal position respecting

. : Czechoslovakla




2-#226, From Berlin, May 6, 7 p. m.

Czechoslovakia and that Great Britaln cannot bE

{indifferent to any matter whatso&ver which affects

French interests."

It was stated that the concept back of the fore=

------- going is that a degrec of unity in French and British

action backed by the arrangements for general staff

conversations will serve to strengthen the diplomatic

positions of both of the two powers.

. The French Embassy understands, however, that the
cardinal policy of the British both in Praha and in
Berlin is the employment of every effort and device to
avold a general war,

The French Embassy also expressed the hope that
Mussolini may likewlse exerciseg an influence on Hitler

during the Rome visit to restrain Germany from taking

action inimical to the gEneEral pEACE,

WILSON

CSB
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Dated May 7,1938
Ree'd 10:30 a.n,

Secretary of State,
Washington,

229, May 7, 1 pem.
The press is playing up the various events of
Hitler's visit to Italy to a phenomenal degree with

62¥/S9 *"29L

emphasis on the military displays from which the infere
Ence SEEms to be drawn editorially that Italy is ready
to support with arms 1if necessary the joint poliey of
Italy and Germany as represented by the axis, ‘
D:aﬁit: intense preoccupation with-this subject,

ample space 1s nevertheless being devoted to continuing

to invelgh against conditions in Czechoslovakia, f:atutg

ing in part increasingly numerous assaults alleged to ‘f’
have been made by the police and the Czechoslovak pﬂ;:!ug-
tion on Sudeten Germans and Czech plots to discredit

Henlein's party. It is intimeted that only the discipline
and self control of the Sudetens have prevented widespread

disorders,

GW :WWC
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This message must bE — Berlin f
closely paraphrased be-
fore being ¢ icated Dated May 14, 1938
to af®one, tc—§1 _FROM ~

Ree'd 10320 a,m.,15th J_

Secretary of State

Washington

}\\. 246, May 14, 8 pm. —
‘\‘«’“M y L }Y\In the final paragraph of Embassy's.telegram No.

0 s 4 pPems was reported the intention of the
%" b
British Ambassador to see the German Foreign Minister 3}
. (@] :
in respect to the Sudeten German gquestion after the T &
L) d
latterfs return from Rome, ) B
! "y
Henderson informa me that he has seen Ribbentrop B
and that (a) he told him that the British Minister at o
0l

Praha had been instructed to urge Benes to msc£, as far
as he possibly could, the demands of Henlein -and to show
a spirit of conciliation, and (b) he requested Ribbentrop
to instruct the German Minister at Praha in the same
sEnste Ribbentrop replied that the Britlsh demarche
in Praha would be "heartily welcome" but as for (b)

%
the German Government conzidered that this was a matter

geel 8T AYW

between Sudeten Deutsch and the Czechoslovaks and one in
which the Cerman Oovernment should not Intervene,

Ribbentrop gave full assurances that Germany had

no intention of violating Czechoalovak territory or

‘ ’ {5 - Engaging




2= VM YNo, 246, May 14, 8 pm from Berlin

engaging in war against Czechoslovakla, except under one
condition, This condition was that no attack should be
made by the Czechoslovaks on Sudeten Gcrmans;. Should,
however, such an attack occur or should the Sudeten -
Germans suffer extensive violence at -the hands of the

' Czechoslovaks, the German Government would have no
recourse but to endeavor to protect the Sudeten Germans
by force of arms,

Henderson was greatly pleased at the rzccptibn
accorded him by Ribbentrop and of his recognition of a
British interest in, the matter, As I have previously
reported 1t had been greatly feared here that in any

approach to the German authorities by the British or by

any other government, the Germans would take the position,”

as they did in the case of Austria, that the Sudeten
German problem was entirely a case between Germans and
was thus not the concern of third partles, )
Henderson made a 1like disclosure to Poncet as to
what had taken place in his conversation with Ribbentrope
The Counselor of the French Embasay in diacuéaing 141
matter with a member of the staff of this office stated
that Poncet was likewlse greatly pleased at the Germans!
willingness to discuss the question with the British

and is hopeful that 1t means a continuance of such

d;acusaionao
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: 3= No. 246, Mny 14, 8 pem, from Perlin,

Tt seems that when Henderson saw Woermann, 08
reported 1ﬁ the Embasav's telegram under refErence, he
requested the latter to transmit his demarche to
Ribbentrop who was then in Rome, FPoncet feels that
Woermann must have taken thls action and that
Ribbentrop's sceing Henderson immediately after the
Rome visit meant that he had taken up the questlion with
Hitler and that thus what he had to say fully represent-
£d Hitler's position, Poncet rc;qrﬂslthls as Espacialfr.
ausplcious.

At the same time the German reservation that they
would MOVE agalnat Czechoslovakia In case the Czechs

of fer violence to the Sudeten Germans causes
Poricet the gravest anxiety., He feels that this 18 a
not unexpgcted and, perhaps a not unreasonable attitude
on the part of the Germans but that 1t 1s none the leas
dangerous for that reason, He is afrald that some
provocative incident may be initiated by the
Czechoslovakses In this he does not mean that it will be
necegssarlly inspired by the Czechoslovak Government but
that it may be something which Praha willl be unable or
unwilling to control, He fears that certaln elements
in ﬁhe Czechoslovak Government feel that now is the most

favorable time for a war before Germany grows strongere

He feara
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4 VM No, m;.i;‘,- 14, 8 p.-. from Berlin

He fears fupthepmops that perhaps Paris and London de
not E:ll:v:wthnt Germany would fight, He conslders this
to be a most dangerous belief to entertain, He thus not

only welcomes the German readiness to discuss the matter
with the British but, in a sensg, also welcomes the
clear statement of the German position in that the
danger lying in both the Czeche " and the German ‘f
attitudes can more readily be SEEn.

Weizsaecker with whom I have just had an Ex=-
haustive canv:r;ation shares the apprehensions EXpress=
sed by Ponclet, He is deeply troubled lest a confliet
within Czechoslovakia causg such an outburst in Germany
that Hitler will be obliged to intervene to protect the
Sudeten Deutschge He stated further that thelr reports
show that a number of members of the Czechs ' -
Cabinet are in favor of conciliating Henlein but that
Benes 1s obdurate, This may be explained he thinks by
the fact that Benes fegls that if a crash comes it 1s
better now than later, since now he can count on the s
help of France, perhaps some from Russia, and perhaps
that of England through the French engngements and that
such mny?§§ the fnet in s1x months,

The best informed members of the Diplomatic Corps

share
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share this nppr:h:ngion and I, myself am gravely con=
cerned at the situation, It is not that I fear so much
that any man will consciously precipltate a war, as that
an unhnppy EﬂﬁldEnt resulting in a clash in Gz:nhn-
slovakia may bring it on in spite of reluctance on the
part of the leading statesmen,

The situation is such that only the most skill=
ful and well-preparcd diplomacy can find a peaceful
coursce I am consoled by the fact that the relatively
disinterested power of Great Britain is taking an
active part in the matter and endeavoring to act as a
sort of mediator between Benes and Hitler, If the
waters are not too much troubled by an unfortunate ace =
cident, and provided that other powers exercise
restraint, the British may bring the matter to a suc=

cessful conclusion,

. WILSON




Berlin, May 16, 1938

Subject: The Sudeten-German Question-
. Conversat with the Czecho-
T “ slovak C d'Affaires and

% with the Counselor of the
French Embassy,
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The IHonorable e
: ‘ The Secretary of State,
Washington.
Sir:
I have the honor to enclose copiss of memo-

2 b ) randa of conversations bhetween the Counselor of
this Eubassy end the Czechoslovak Charzé d'affeires
at Derlin, and the Counselor of tie French Embassy
at Derlin, dated respsctively lLay 10th and lay l3th,
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=] . > 1§38, on the Sudeten-Cermsn guestion, with special
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{5 2 E reference to the positions of Czechoslovakia and
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Frentiss Cilbert,
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g Enclosure 1 to despatch
- Yo. 154 of May 18, 1938,

MEMORANDUM
of Conversation with the Czecho-
glovak Chargé d'Affaires, May 10,

on the Subject of the Sudeten-Cerman
. Question.

Zarly in my conversation with Schubert, I said
to him that there had been some criticism irn the press
of Prague's handling of the Sudeten-Cermans, and I°
asked him what he thought about it. He replied that
Trague had made a number of errors im the past, ﬂl&t_
Frague had granted so much to the Sudeten-Cermans
that the Czechoslovak Covernment was now left in the
tactically weak position of havins nothins further
to mzrant. e said that the Czechoslovak Severnment
should at the very uuﬁaat have repressed the use of
German in the Sudeten-Cermsn area and that, had it
done so, it would hawe been & voint upon which it
could now make a concesslon.

The Chargé d'affalres asserted the Intention of
the Czechs to fight, should thelr territory iﬁ any
way be interfered with. e sald that the fortifications
on the German border were, as is well known, exceeding-
ly strong. lle edded that beginning January last tney
had been engza;ed in fortifyling the sustro=-Czechoslovak
border, which was now also In a strong position for
jefense. The charsé stated that Jzechoslovakia's

readiness to fight was at preseut the chiefl factor in

~tha
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the maintenance of European peace, ile stated that
Franoe would certainly come to the aid of Czecho-
slovakia, that Great Sritain would necessarily sup-
port France, and that “ussia would likewise lend full
military assistance. I asked him whether he thought
Tussia would try to cross FPoland or would try to oross
rumenia, and what the attitude of these two powers
would be in such en eventuality. e replied that they
undoubtedly would permit Russien forces to oross their
area and he believed that both would very vossibly join
in & war against Germany.

Schubert based his contention that the Czechs'
readiness to fight was in maintenance of the Zuropean
peace, on his gllegation that Cermany not only did not
wish & war but would be afraid to provoke & war. ¥ He
added that the reason Cermany would be mwillidg to
fight was that the Ilational Soclalist régime was in too

shakey & position In CGermany to engage in such combat.

* L * * L * L * *

In respect of the foregolng I may say that it does
not &ppear to conform to the views generally expressed
by the Czechoslovak iinister. It so haonens that Schu-
bert is Charzé d'iffalres at the moment in view of
Mastny's beins in Prague, discussing’ this very nroblemn
with his Government. It is of course difficult to

tell in many cases as to what extent rapresentatives

ralflect
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reflect the views of their own .gunmntn. It
may be said nevertheless that Schubert stated a
point of view which is frequently expressed by &
number of Czechoslovak ﬂrriqinln.

Prentiss Gilbert.
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; Enclosure 2 to _dlupnt-oh
No. 154, of May 16, 1938

LMEMORANDUK
of Conversation with the Counselor

of the French Embassy, liay 13, on the
A Sudeten=-Cerman (uestion.

. . I
The Counselor sald that Sir ileville Ilenderson

had described his conversation with Ribbentrop te
Frangols-Poncet in the following terms. |

The British imbassedor had told Ribbentrop that
he introduced the subject of the Sudeten-German nrob-
lem on the basis of an appropriate British interest
in the maintenance of peace., Ribbentrop, in rasp-ﬁnae,
in no way rejected the Eritish advance, but definitely
welcomed 1t.,

Ribtentrop gave full assurance that Germany hed
no intention whatsoewver of vioclating Czechoslovak
territory or in enga~ing in war against Czechoslovakia,
except under one condition. This condition was that
no attack should be made by the ozachs on the Sudeten-
Germans. Should, however, such an attack occur, the
German GCovernment would have no rscourse but to ‘an-
deavor to protect the Sudeten-Cermans by force of arms.

T gaid to the Counselor that, aslde from anything
specific which Rlbbentrop had to say, the extremely im=- —
portant element in this recital was that the Termen
Forelsn Vinister was willing to discuss the problem
with the =ritish, it having been feared that Cermany

mirht maintain the position that the problem vaAs one

solely
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solely between Germans and was thus not the concern
of third parties. The Counselor agreed with me in
this. .

The GCounselor said that Poncet was greatly pleased
with the result of HZenderson's action. On the score

nevertheless of the possibilities of a war, he felt

1thn$ the position of the Germans that they would enter
| Czechoslovakia in case of trouble in the Sudeten-German
| area was extremely disquieting. Foncet felt that Rib-
" bpentrop had gone even farther than he had expected on

| the side of being amenable %o discussing the matter,

but that he was apprehensive that some trouble might
break out between the Czedhs and the Sudeten-Germans,
which might precipitate a war. He feared that Czech
elements might indeed initiate trouble for the very
purpose of bringing France into the affair. He expressed
himself as being extremely anxious over the ocurrent
situation.

In discussing the British action here with the
French Counselor, I recalled to him that Foncet had
been annoyed that (as deseribed in this Embassy's
telegram to the Department) Henderson had taken the
matter up with Woermann instead of with Goring. I
said that Ogllvie-Forbes hed discussed this very
ﬁcint with me. The British Counselor had stated
that Henderson had felt that taking the matter up
with GSring in the absence of Ribbentrop {e#peci&l-

ly as the latter was with Hitler in Rome) might

nave
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have greatly prejudieced his position with the German '
Forelegn Minister. Had Giring proved to be intransigeant,
nothing would have haﬁ gained, Had Gring proved to
be coneiliatory, it would not nnulﬂilr have meant
that he represented Hitler's views. In either event . :
nis future relations with Ribbentrop might have been % 2
jeopardized.

The Jounselor said frankly that events had proved
Henderson's tactics to be wise. ke ;aid that Hender-
son, in his talk with Woermann, had requested that
Joermann commnicate what he had said direct to Rib-
bentrop in fome and likewise to ask Ribbentrop for
an appointment imnedlately upon his return., It ap- =
, pears that Ribbentrop in fact saw Henderson almost I
{mmediately after his arrival from Rome. The Counselor
believep that “ipbbentTop must have discussed the mat-
ter with ©itler inasmuch as when Henderson finally saw
Ryotentrop, the latter was able to give him an immediate
answer without, as might have been expected, aaying
that he would have to refer the gquestion to the Chan=-

calor. Foncet felt this gircumstance to have been

auspicious..

Trentiss Cilbert.
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Sir:

¥R w2
I have the honor to sta , after going into

tﬁn watter to the extent I find possible here, I am
inelined to believe the following to be a reasconable
analysis of the issues in the Sudeten-German affair
as expressed confidentially here by the representa-
tives of the states chiefly concermed. ;
jmile I do not wish to be alarmist, I carkiot
but feel that elements in the immediate situation e

are disguieting. lioreover, an atmosphere of anxlety

(TE"]

nervades Berlin diplom'atj.a ciroles.




1. The British view is (a) that the attitude
and practice of Fn;u_; vis-d-vis the Sudeten-Germans
is largely ﬁlpnuihla for the present situation,

in particular that ﬁha Czeohs from the beginning
made the vital error of regarding and treating the
German elements as & minority and not as an integral
part of the Czechoslovak state; (b) that the con-—
seguent situation has nresumably developed beyond
the possibility of a reconciliaticn between the
Czeohs and the Sudeten-Germans, and that, both for
this reason and because of the Cerman urge for unity

expressed on both sides of the bnraar, posslibly the

lonly solution giving promise of permanent peace 1s

the incorporation of ths Sudeten area into the Reich.
On this last score, while supporting the lidea of
Sudeten autonomy within the Czechoslovak state, the
British must contemplate in their policy the probable
ultimate transfer of this territory to Cermany.

With what they term the ethical factor of the
Czech treatment of tieSudeten Cermans as discussed
in (a) above in mind, but ‘animated by the cardinal
desire to prevent = general war, the Sritish are
frankly endeavoring to essay in effect the role of
mediator between Serlin and frague.

They percelve, however, that to make even a

becinning in any such role, two difficulties must

.

firat be overcome, (1) that both Serlin and I'rague

be
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be brought to the active admission that a war

; conduoted with no matter what allies,and no matter
' which side might be vlctorious, would constitute

the worst possible evil for both states; (2) that -
both Berlin and Frague be brought to disclose
either publicly or privately the minimom which
they will accept in order that at least some foot-
ing, no matter how diffiecult, be found for medlia=-
tory negotiations. )

In respect of (1) 1t is felt that Germany's
position of being ﬁurinitdly desirous of avoiding
a war and that 1t would only employ armed foroe should
the Sudstic Gerceans be subjected to extensive violence
on the part of tae Czechs, constitutes an exceading-
1y valuable first step. The Czechs are in meny re-
spects more diffiecult to handle than tha Germans.
The precise Government position is not glear; but
there are elements among the Czechs who feel that
the chances of victory in Czechoslovakia's fightigg
now are better than they would be in the future, in
that they believe that at present they can count
on the support of France, which would draw in Great
Britain, of Russia, -and also ultimately of the
United States. In any event, Iragus anpears to feel
that the adoption of an outward position that such

support 1s assured will operate as a definite de-

terrant




terrent to Germeny's taking military action. In

T X

all this the British do not lmow to what extent the
Czech or the I‘ranil::h or the Russian positions may be

nmpluged as a bluff., They feel nevertheless that
any bluff of such & character is an extremely danger-
ous gams to play andl that this should be brought home
to the responsible officials in particular in Frague
and in Paris,

In respect of (2), the current effort is to bring
both Barlin ﬂndr Frague to make their demands and polioy
more precise, This is obviously a difrfionlt thing
for both capitals to do, as many elements and senti-

ments are Involved,both national and international,
and there naturally is exhibited the characteristic
tactios of all governments under similar circumstarces
to stand on thelr waximum positiomns. Serlin takes
reafuge in the obvious evasion that the detajls of
settlement are matters solely between Henlein and
Frague. In thls respect again, the pressurs to be
brouzht on Frapue constitutes the greater difficulty,
ipasmuch as under the terms of a solution as discussed
above, it 1s Prague which ostensibly must do most of
the giving away.

On this score the ilmmediate practical tactics of
the Eritish 1s to cobtalin some [irm undertaking from
Jarlin as to the preclse limits of their intentions
pombined wlth an understanding that Serlin will hold
particularly Sudapest, and 413? if necessary ‘iarsaw,

back
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back from any mlt-ujil:l. aotion against Czechoslovakia,
pending & reasonable and just settlement of thelr
1mhnﬂ_.“ elaims. -Should they be able to achieve
the foregoing in Berlin, the British would be in a
position to put pressure on Frague within the pre-
oise limits of the German undertakingcs. The appeal
to Cermany in all this would be based on the Chan-
gelor's pronouncements against war and that he is
opposed to the existence of minorities and in particu-
lar is opposed to the creation of further minorities.
The Eritish feel that Eenes should realize that only
by an acceptance of the principle of & peaceful
settlement and that of the right of self-determina=-
tion of peoples lies perhaps the sole hope of his
saving any part of the Czechoslovak state.

While naturally the Sritish policy as outlindd
does not provide for the future in respect of such
menaces as might be felt to exist In the growlng
power of Germeny, it is the lmmedlate avoldance of

a war which is felt to be the paramount considera-

tion.

FPendin; possible developments along th

e lines
outlined above, the immediate concern is that no
incident take place between the Czechs and the _udeten-
ermans whioch would provoke open warfere. The respon=-
slbility for this, ;nusnmch a8 the Sudeten-Jermans are
unarmed and relatively helpless, 1s seen to rest chiefl-
1y with Erague und_it is felt that Frapue must be

brouzht to prevent such incidents at all aosts.




2., The Frenoch see the ploture much as the
British, and ,while feeling that the British m in a
better position vis-a=-vis both Berlin and Frague to
take the lead in a settlement along the lines out-

lined, they are ready to render the British support
)

in these endeavors.
3. The situation is confused aside from the

action of the Governments by the attitude, on the
one hand, of extremists in Germeny and, on the
other hand, by the obvlous encouragement glven
Prague by Leftist elements of all complsxions,both
in Burope and in Ameriea, to hold out against any
compromise with Gama-nr.

The strugzle of the reasonable and practical
elements in the British and French Governments as
seen from here is to avoid & general war, vhich they
percelve as not only disastrous in itself but one
in which under present cirocumstances there is no
certainty whatscever but that Germany might be vic=-
torious,

4, As T have said above, I share the anxiety,
which is almost universal throughout the Diplomatic
Corps in Berlin, that the situation is dangerous. I
by no mﬁana presume that I have nresented the entire
pleture. I am only giving the aspects of it as ap-
parent here.

Respectfully yours,

o

800 : Hueh 2, Jiillson.

PO-aw

Copies by pouch to american fisaions at London, Paris,
Brussels, Rome, Prague, Jarsaw, loscow, Sudapest, and
Halgr&&e.
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Seorebary of State
Washington.

.255" l‘r ﬂ‘. " p.n. |
Welzsaecker asked me te call this evening and to}d
me that !gedesired to talk with me about the anxious days

we had passed in reapect to Czechoslovakia,
He then wmnt over some of the information which I

have already telegraphed and which need not be repeated,

He added that the fact that the Czechs had moved troops
to the border and had called reserves to the colors had

caused and stlll caused him grave concern, I inquired

See /29" d09L

whether during this period the Czechoslovak and German
Governments had beegn in direct contﬁct. He replied that
the Czechuslovak iiinister had called on him gn Friday
last and that the German Minister had been in touch with

Hodza on Saturdays I inquired whether an explanation had

MAY 25193t

been given by the Czechs for calling thelr reserves to
the colors, Welzsaecker hesltated and then sent for his
book of telegrames and handed me a telegram from the
German Hilitary Attache in Praha, sent late on the night

of Saturday the 2late

OH/B

The telegram stated that the attache had made three

inquirigsof the military authoritice in regard to the
L/ i Czech
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165 From Berlin May 24, 7 Peite

Czeoh mﬁnh of troops to the border and the 'u.ll:lng
of the ;-:itrrt-. The answer to the first }nquiry had been
that the rti:ﬂil were to be called for practice, The
answer to the second inquiry was that the reserves had
b?:n unll:d ﬁnﬂ the troops moved for the maintenance of
order amnng the Sudeten Deutschey, The third inquiry he
mad: in person to the Chigf of the General Staff who
informed him that these military activities had two
purposes: (a) the maintenance of order in the areas, and
(b) to resist a threatened German attack based on the
fact that Megight to ten German divisions were preparing
to march toward Czechoslovakia and were gathered 1n
Saxony” I inquired of Welzsaecker how he saw the future
and mentioned the fact that Henlein and Hodza were
apparently getting together, Welzsaecker replied that
peErhaps there was some reassuranceg to be had from thils
conversation nevertheless hé preferred to see deeds
rather than words, He felt that the situation could not
remaln as 1t wasy; the Czechs must recall their troops
from the frontler, dissolve the class called to the
colors and thus reestablish the prEﬁious situantion,
Also 1t would be 1nfinitzly preferable 1f regulations
WEreE lasued granting ;?mznsure of autonomy and self
government to the Sudeten Deutsche rather than the mere
entering into negotiations which could be prolonged

Interminably, I inquired whether the German Government

had
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had made plain to the thchnﬂlovak Government its
i{nsistence for the reestablishment of the military status
quo antee Welzsaecker replled tha{.thsy had not but that
he had informed Henderson and hoped that the British
Govérm:nt would take it up in Praha,

He peminded me that when we had telked before he had
expressed apprehension as to the attitude of certain
glements among the Czechs which peeEmed determined to
provoke a crisis, relylng on outside asaistances
The fact that the Chief of General Staff who unquzationably
was well informed should make an assertion that elght or
ten divisions were concentrated in Saxony when he must
have nown the contrary, seemed to glve justification for
his apprehensione I sald I kmew 1ittle about internal
affalrs of Czechoslovakia and inquired whether the army
played an important role in political decisions, HEe
replied that unfortunately they played a predominant role
and that while Krofta and Hodza might be wiliing to make
concessions Benes seemed to be siding with the
intransigent army attitude.

Repeated to Proha, London, Parise.

EMB:tRGC




TELEGRAM RECEIVE

REB 1—1m30
FrOM
This telegram muast be
¢les€ly naraphrased be- BEERLI
fore bel communicated
to anyone, (2) Dated May 24, 1938

Ree'd 5:35 p. m,

Seerctary of State,

Washington,

265, Hay 24, B p. m,
The 'renech m;hnusndor today teld me that he had
.cnlltd on Hibbentrop on May 19 and had warned him not
to make any mlstake; that France was in honor bound to
come to the ald of Czechoslovakia in the caaé of German

aggression and would carry out its word of honor

whatever 'the cost,

The French Ambassador stated thai Ribbentrop had
replied that 75,000;000 Germans could not tolerate the
mistreatuent of 3,500,000 Germans on thelr borders;
that 1f it was to be war it was to be war,

Reseated to Paria,

WILSON S

RGC <
EMB

€ee/29° 309L

A

5
=
oy

& MAY 25 1938 g
- e ?’ ;

OH/®




EE.

ORI o

b 3 e b ..:.1.-“... - L.#. - e y

; ~ This telegram must be closely Dated May 25, 1938 _ !

- paraphrased before be com= : ' -
municddted to anyone. (C Rec'd 7:15 ,26th

* . :

Seeretary of State
Washington

‘_bv 267, May 25; 1 p.m,.

L]

v The Ttalian Ambassador Attolico, upon his return
from Rome, expressed todav to the Counselor of the

e¥e/29* dOSL

Embassy his views on the German=Czechoslovak situation,
The conversation was of éuch striking nature that I |
repeat it at length, .
The 1mhaasador took no.pains throughout to disguise
WADE Italy's disquiet over increasing power of Germany, Eme
ﬁ“j' ; phasized aa.r:spacts Italy, by the annexation of Auatr{ais

~ o

He felt, nevertheless, that war would be the greatest eo Eg

[

possible catastrophe for everyone and that its &voidanc:éﬁ (]
i o

should be earnestly sought,

Respecting Czechoslovakia, the Ambassador began by
saying that although Germany was in special relations
with Italy, the Germans were by no means telling him
EVErything and he did not believe that he was substane

tially better informed than other diplomats in Berlin,

He




1w -2- No. 267, May 25, 1 p.m, from Berlin

ﬁi trusteq, rurthznuqrt, that what he had to say would
-13 kept “strictly confidential,

| He stated his view that one of the great difficule
tiéu in the G:ruhnalovﬁk iituntion was that the matter
Was confused by general apprehensions over an increase
in German territory or strength and that the immediate
1ssue through ignorance and propaganda was dangerously
and 1rr1tatingly mlsunderstood, 1In T'Espect of the :
Sudeten Germans, 1t hag been Evident to him when he was
ﬁn nrflniél of the League that their treatment by
Praha had not Ev:n approximated the ideals of Geneva,
It 1s basically untenable, both in theory and in prace
ti&E/figg:ggzchnslovakia, composed of large national
groups, to regard any one of them as a "minority": but
EVEn considering them 83 a minority the Sudeten Germans
had not been fairly treateq aﬁd while GErmany was

then too weak to prut:s?ﬂagq‘had no champion the in-
fluence of Bengs had-iih in Geneva the Sudeten German
complaints, He 888Erted that even g cursory unpre ju=-
diced examination of the situation could not but bring
agr:émsnt with what he hag sald, He bEliEved that 1%
might not be too late even now to place the several

nationalities
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nationalities in Czechoslovakia on an equitable basis
and there was reason at least to hope should this take
place that Germany would not act, He feared however
that provocative inclidents might multiply and thaf

Praha would move too Elnwly to forestall drastic devel=

opments, Oneg must therefore presumably ccntampiat: the

ultimate taking over of the Sudeten area in some manner
by the Htinﬁ or at least an attempt to that end,

If the powers deslred to fight Germany on the clear
cut basis of "stopping" her growing power, that was oneg
thing, It was a theory which might be defended in the
realm of great power polifica EspeEcially if the powers
concerned were sure they ﬁould win, But if they did
not wish to go to war he could only say that the popular
attitude in various states toward the Sudeten German
fssue was 1ll-timed and dangerous in that it was pro=
vocatively biased, The road apperently béing pursued
was certainly not ﬁlﬂng the 1lines of appeasement,

The immediate circumstances into which the situation
had developed made him exceedingly anxious as he felt
that a danger of war really existed, He was cuﬁvinazd
that the leaders of Germany did not desire a war,

Laying
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Laving aside any moral considerations there was the
practical ong of which heé was certain that Germany

did not feel prepared for war elther militarily or
economically, Whatever might be the ultimate rights
and wrongs in the complicated situation on which there
were doubtless many views there remalned nevertheless
the unspeakable danger of a war evoked agalnst the will
of the nations concerned through some Ineldent or a
gerles of incidents, MNoturally he did not believe all
that heiread in the German press conecerning Czech
provacqticﬁ on German territory, et cetera, but he
referred to an account in the PARIS TEMPS of the
apology of Krofta to the German Minister at Praha for
an attempt by Czech soldlers to blow up a bridge 1in
Germanye Thls obviously substantiated the German
account of the happening, He 1likened Czechoslovakia
to 'a child which relying on 1ts parents for protection
could bé exceedingly provoking and dangerous=-= the
British, French and American press playing the role of
the indulgent parent by thelr encouraging support of
the Czechs regardless of the merits of the case, Desplte

what might be privately sald at Proha by the Governments

the
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the popular Czech view was that this press reflected

the attitude of the péqpl:- concerned and the praise

=
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from Berlin

and support therein gave thema smex of license which
perhaps Praha found difficult to control, He said that
shotild the Germans have endeavored to blow up a Czech
bridge one could imagine the outery, The result might
:ﬂgii;-havz led to immediate hostilities, He added
that he had been so snxious on this score that he had
sent his Military Attache on a circuit of the German=-
Czechoslovak frontier and that the General had just
reported to him that although there was under way a
seasonal change in German troop locations unless he was
blind there were no unusual troop dispositions,

As to French action in the event of an actual out=
. break of hostilities between the Germans and the Czechs
he was convinced that the French nation, so to speak,
did not desire to fight; but he believed that the
French Government would in such a case be impelled
"to do something” and that that "something" would lead
by ipretraceable steps to a general war,

The Ambassador sald that the tragie thing about
i1t was that no one wanted a ware, He was sure that the

United
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United States would not wish a war to occur in Europe,.

He wondered whether the United States could Say SOMEm

f?izh’ thing to Praha and naturally to Berlin as well ;iressing

'AJ perhaps the extreme urgency and importance of avolding
\

1\ provacative incidents, He felt that such action by the

United States as a completely disinterested power would
have a unique effect perhaps greater in some respects

' than that of Great Britaln or France,

HPD
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o German~Czechoslovak situation largely reflecting German Eﬂ
conEervative and army opinion is substantially as follows:
The 1ssugs are deep and involved, From a purely
politico-economic point of view i1t would be to the

adventage of Germany to maintain an independent

=3 e Non WL L. L
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czechoslovakiae It 18 felt that a complete break up of
Czechoslovakia might easily serve to augment the
strength of two already powerful states, Poland and
Hungary, which are potential allies 1n reslstance to
German expansion, "Human interests and sentiments" are,
however, the largely dominant factorse In army circles
1t 1s believed that the use of force in some stage E?

the development of the questlion appears almost 0',, 5,

inevitablee An Internal reconstruction of Czechosl
might conceivably take place which would obviate armed
conflicte The ploture in Praha, nevertheless, gives

11ttle promise of sush a happeninge German authorities

have 1ittle faith even in the existenec of a serious
nationallty

OH/®
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ﬂﬁtionnlity atntute or if such a project exlsts it 1s
believed that it is of such a trivial nature as not to
go to the heart of the problem, Aside from outside
pressure nnd apart from any question of the moral
issues, it 1s believed that a state in n asituation 1like
that of Czechoslovakia, which ls ruled by a racial
"minority," cannot indefinitely sustain 1ts own politicnl
integritye This matter 1s naturally augmented by outslde
PrESSUrEs

The considered opinion of the German General Staff
1s that 1n the case of armed econflict France would go
to the ald of Czechoslovakine It 18 admitted of course
that that opinion is not susceptible to prior verifica=
tior., In this @éircumstance, hoOWEVET, 1ies the danger of
a GENEral.ware An immediate factor in the danger of a
coniiiet is the possibllity of the control in CzEchoe
slovnklia passing to the army which 13 notably intranse
igent Pespecting internal reforme

It 1s felt that the Chancellor himself 1s grﬁvzly
reluctant to project Germany into a wars The consgrvas
tive element definitely belleves that time in this matter
1s working on the slde of CGErmanyse Thelr influence 1s
thus thrown on the side of German restrainte Their

policy is not only thot a delay 1s generally fuvorahls-

to Germany but that by such delay an armed conflict
might
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vigws will prevail, =T
Twoe The French Embassy's point of view as brought
out in confidential ‘conversations perceives the danger

of conflict through the army gaining political

ascendency in Czechoslovakiae Their opinion is that
Benes tends toward the army attitude while Hodza and

Krofta nre endeavoring to construct a reallstic

' compromisEee The French Legation at Praha has repeatedly

given warning that should the army take over the control
in Proha Pronce would immedintely be compelled to
withdraw her support, The British supported by the
French are continuing to urge Praha to satisfy the
desires of the nationalities throughout the state and
1t 1s belleved that this urging s now having definite

. gffeet and that the projected nationality statute 1s a

renlitye Whether the statute will go far enough to
meet the real situntion remnins to be seen, It will be
noted that there are certain elements of similarity in
French Embassy thought with that expressed by Welzsaecker
(see my 265 May 24, 7 pemMa)
The French Embassy has gone deeply into the questlon
of the alarm which manifested itself over the week end
of May 21 which wns chlefly basgd on nllegations of the

concentration

-
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concentration of German forees on the Czechoslovak
frontiere This i1s naturally a matter o? vital tmpartannF
to France almost more than any other state, The Military
Attache of the French Emhﬁsuy madE a peErsonal examinae
tion of the frontier at the time and from his observae
tinna-;a wEll as from other competent sources the French
Embassy 1s convinced that no troop concentrations took
placee The Czechs here admitted to the French that these
reports emanated from Praha but stated that the original
source was Londong "London" does not of course necesge
arily mean the British Government, The French are unable
to substantiate the exact origin of these rumors beyond
thelr having emanated from Prohne It 1s noted that

Praha has moreg recently sought té substantiate these
original nllegatlions by stating that the German forces
have now "withdravm" from the frontier,

The propaganda volue of such nllegations are’
obviouse This 1s entirely apart frem the technical
elrcumstance that ghould Gafmﬂny strike at Czechoslovakia
German troops could ffectively move from thelr regular
garrisons and such action would probably not be preceded
by border concentraticns, Whether the political PUrposeE
of such allegations gnined the desired objective 1s an
open questione Mobilizetlon of tresps has in the pnat,

I
howEevVED
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however, often been o cnsus belll and thus the French
fegl that to spread a bellef that mobilization or
concentration has taken place is obviously an extremely
dangerous MOVEse

Repented to Prahn,

WILSON

EMB sROW
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The Secretary of State, ;_:-_\'f"'l__ur.. LENN ”'”—QJ : =
sir: = !/T”“ﬁ
7 Imﬁthuhnmrtotmmtuurpunibl-
2 |interest to the Department a copy of a Memorandum
o g SE prepared at my request by the Military Attaché of |
1 - |
E § g this Embassy with regard to rumored German mili- L

tary concentration and troop movements along the {

Ozechoslovak frontier.

Respectfully yours, ‘l-
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! Enclosure No.l to hgltﬂ
No.1l83 of June :I.li.ll

- Memorandum for tl'u Ambassador
_ "'E“,m 3 ¥ American hhlu:r:

The continued prevalence in the world of rumors to the
effect that !.uzorhn German military "concentrations™ and
"troop movements®™ occcurred during the week-end of May 20th
and 21lst and that these "concentrations™ were directed against
Czechoslovekia, requires once again that this Embassy marshal
all evkdence in the case.

It is contrary to the fundamental strateglc doctrine of
the German Army to concentrate troops on frontier areas prior
to an attack on a hostile country. Such a method was used
neither in the Rhinéland nor in Austria. Troops move directly
from their interior garrisons into the hostile country, the
higher units concentrating while moving toward their nﬁjautivu+
This is also the whole tenor of the method of strateglec con-
centration taught in the Kriegsakademie. It is also the method
;ﬁ successfully used at Liege in the first days of the World

ar.

The only indications which a foreign observer in Germany
is likely to perceive prior to the crossing of the hostile
frontier by the German Army are:

(a) Requisitioning of eivilian motor traffic.

(b) Calling up of a small number of reserv-
ists to complete the supply units of ac-
tive divisions.

(e¢) Actual troop movements towards hostile
' country.

In a German operation against Czechoslovakla, the actual
areas where German troop movements will be directed, are well
known to military men.

The Germans will strike northward trrom the direction of
Vienna end southwestward from Silesia. There will also be a
subsidiary attack southward from Saxony. On the contrary,
the BShmerwald on the Czechish western frontier will not be
a principal theater of operations. Therefore if German
troop movements or concentrations occurred, it is these three
areas, Silesia, Austria and Saxony, which military men would

examine for evidanco.

On Sunday May 2lst:

The U. S. Consul in Breslau examined the area,south of
Breslau along the Czechish frontier. Neither in Breslau nor
in the border districts was there the slightest evidence of
troop concentrations or troop movements.

The U, S5. Consul in Vienna examined the area north and
northeast of Vienna along the Czechish frontier without ob-
serving the least indication of a German troop movement or

concentration.

o
The U. 8. Consul in Dresden examined the area gouth o
Dresden on the Czechish frontier with similar nepative results.

The

rlin, -
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The British Milit Attache in Berlin and his assistant
both travelled extensiv in Sexony and Thuringia during the
week-end May20-2lst, searching for the rumored troop concentra-
tion of the "eleven German divisions"., It was their opinion
that normal week-end leaves were being given German soldiers in
many Saxon garrisons.

The Italian Military Attache, who likewise searched Saxony
on this week-end, made similar negative observations.

Normal week-end leave was given soldiers of the III (Berlin
and X (Hamburg) Corps during the week-end,May 20=2lst.. 5

During the critical week-end, troop units were in many in-
stances far away from their normal garrisons or troop training
grounds, Thus the 8th Infentry from Frankfurt-am-0der was at
Hummelberg mear Wirzburg in Bavaria. Under the German mobiliza-
tion system this regiment would have to return to Frankfurt be-
fore embarking on active military operatlions. The 1lst Tank Bri-
gade stationed in Thuringia appears also to have been at a train-
ing ground near Hamburg on May 20th. This latter is a unit which |
n::l.d almost certeinly participate in any operation against Czech-
oslovekia.

The War Hinintr&:utu that on May 20th, three specially
organized "Training " were sent by motor from North Germany
over Leipzig to Vienna to serve as model units for the Austrian
Army . re was also a certain amount of transfers of units
between training camps and permanent garrisons, as OCCUr every
week-end between May lst and August lst.

No positive evidence of unusual troop movements or concen-
trations anywhere in Germany other than those noted in the pre-
ceding paragraphs, have been obtained.

As a result of the consideration of the above-noted positive
and negative evidence, it is concluded:

No concentrations end no unusual troop movements occurred in
Silesia, Saxony or Austria, the three critical military areas
bordering Czechoslovakia.

No evidence, either positive or negative, exists with re-
gard to the muneritical® area between Hof and Regensburg in

Eastern Bavaria.

No evidence of troop concentrations, curtailments of leave,
calling up of reserves Or requisitioning of civil motor vehicles,
was observed by any observer in tue border or interior corps

areas.

Truman Smith, Major, G.S.,
Military Attache.

(EM)
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334, June 29, 4 p.ms

STRICTLY UGulr IDENTILL,

; 1"04”'70 The i_-:lntiv: ealm of the German press in respect
| . to Czechoslavakia has allowed this problem to slip

SS¥/29°409L

from the foreground, This does not mean, however,
that the question is any the less immedlate and
dangerous,

| Henderson tells me that his Government has gone
all out in an endeavor to find a peaceful solution
to this problem and are accepting responsibility :
of trying to mediate at least between Hitler and

Benes although not, I understand, between Benes and

Henleln. Henderson heos reminded the Germana that the

Aot

have frequently stated that thelr greatest desire

was to develop an harmonious relationship with Great

OHD

Britain and that now is the oprortunity for them to
show forbearance while Great Britaln exerclses its
influence on Benes to persuade him to work out a
satisfactory solution with Henlein, Whether due to

thla
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this intervention or not the violence of the German
press has been diminished since this suggestion,
Henderson 1s of the opinion,however, that this
"restranint will not be exercised much longer and that
unless Benes ncts with exceeding rapldity in
effecting a solution the reverberations and thunder
will begin again with the nccompanying nervousness
of the world at the spectre of war, I
Francols fanﬂct 1s of the oplnion that Hitler
has adopted the motto "delenda est Czechoslovakia”",
However, Hitler was 1mprEséEd on May 21 with the
adherence of Franceé to its treaty obligation, the
resolute intervention of Great Britain and the state
of hostility shown in the public mind in the United
Stnt::; Furthermore, the Rhine fortifications are
not completed, therefore, says F;nncuis Poncet, while
an attack on Czechoslovakin is almost inevitable it
will be a perlod of montha and perhaps years until
full preparation can be made.  Very confidentially :

he saya that the only hope he sees of an eventunl

peaceful sclution is ~n immediante and temporary

solution of the Sudeten problem to be followed by a
proposal from Great Britoln to neutralize Czechoslovakin,
He feels that his own Government under pressure from

Great Brltoln could ncquiesce in sueh a suggestior
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and -thus the thorny question 6f the Soviet=Czech treaty
could be dissolved as well as the bonds between
France and Czechoslovakia which have become of such
vrofound danger to France, Both Henderson and
Francols Poncet, whose views seldom colncide, are
agreed in thelr apprehension lest Benes whom they
deseribe as "stubborn" should unduly prolong this
situation which calls for the utmost expedition on
his part, :

In this connection I have had n conversation
with one of Hitler's closest agsoclates whose name
I am not in a position to divulge but who speaks
with authority. He tells me that Hitler would feel
that his policy has been a faillure if he has to shﬁd
German blood to accompllish it. He has been through
the war and knows what war 1s and has no illusions as
to anybody being the goiner therefrom., This does not
mean that he 1s not ready and that Germany is not ready
to fight 1if it is unavoidable; if for instance there is
o massncre of Sudeten Germons by Czech troops, The
German frontler fortifications near France while
not completed are sufficlently advanced to be held
by n smnll section of the army and ns for Czechoslovakia

it
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midm #33
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it presents "no military problem at all," Apart from
this immediate questlion of Czechoslovakin my informant
stated that Hitler's deareat wish remains to work out

a friendly understanding with Great Br;pqiﬁ. G Ermanyg
would be a "aﬁtisfiad power" once this Sudeten

Deutsche problem was solved=="nnd it must be 501ved"=-
and certain concessions in colonles have been made to
it. (My informgnt did not say so but the official

view of n "solution" in the Czech problem ls autonomy
on the Swiss model and the denunciation of the Russian
treaty), Surely, he felt, this is but a small price

to pay for having a great nation like Germany among the
"satisfied powers", ' It had been difficult and remained
difficult to persuade the British that this was qil
that Germany needed to reach such a situation, :
nevertheless this was true,

My own impression 1a3 thnat unless Benes acts with
considerable rapidity we will have a recurrence of
German press attacks, perhaps wlth intervals between
theme I-om ineclined to think that Hitler, who can
control his ovn Government with such ease, is
hammerlng on the nerves of France nnd England to try
to get them in a state of mind where they will desire
possionately any solution which =tema to be peaceful

: &
rather
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.

rather than endure this continuous tension, Already

Flandin has publiely questioned whether France should

enter o suicidal war for Czechoslovakia, and the
British papers carry suggestions for a plzbiiaitt

and other solutions among the Sudeten Germans, Hitler
is playing o very dangerous gome but neither he nor
his nation are deterred by dangers But 1t is a game
which may perhaps be carried through without bloodshed.

WILSON

KLP:CW
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Ones (GRAY) The European press widely featured
Daladier's "conclliation speechh of July 12 of which the
chief points from the viewpoint of Germany were his

asoribing the avoidance of a "eatastrophe" in the

202/00°29L

"May crisis" to the ;rssponac of Germany to the pacific
determination of Great Britain and France" and his
statement that "the French Government has complete
confidence in the pacific aaspirations which the
Chancellor of the Reich has always manifested in public,”
The inspired German press greeted these statements

with satisfactlon recalling that the immedlate reaction

="
-

of the forelgn preas to the Mav eplsodes had been
exceEEdingly irritating to Germany 1nasmuch as the

eredit for the avoldance of snwiﬁnn difficulties

had been claimed as due seolely to the firmness of o
L RA m

the democratic powers, 'With reference to Daladler's

estimate of the good will of the three major poweras,

the DDPK somments, however, that such good will must

primarily be demanded of "that fourth npower whic)
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through the disrsgaiﬁ of promises given at the time of
the fcunding of the nation, gave rise ‘to the present
unbearable cunditian." This 1is, nf course, an obvious
reference to Gzzchn;iovakia (END'GRAY),

Twoes In the course of a conversation Welzsaecker
mentioning Daledier's speech sald to me that the ﬂurdIal
wish for better relations inherent in the statements
found the livellest echo in Gzhmany. Nevertheless he
could not but regret that 1ﬁ such a gesture Daladier
had not found it possible to be a 1little more Explicit
as to how better relations could be'achieved. The
Chancellor had said some years ago that there were no
problems between France and Germany. This remained true
Except that a problem had arisen in the Sudeten German
area by which the French alliance stood in reality between
France and Germany., It was inconceivable to enter
conversations which did not at the same time envisage
some manner of settling thisldifficulty. For example,
would 1t be possible to guarantee the neutrality of
Czechoslovakia? This could only be answered by Germany
with foreknowledge of how the Czechs themselves were going
to handle the Sudeten German problems Could Germany count
on a form of autonomy similar to Switzerland for making

i ' such

| 3 . i i | l
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such o guarantec? This ‘was the typt ol thing concerning
which Germany had to have some foreknowledge before the
conversation with France could 1lead anywheres Welzanecker
strongly emphasized that he had the 1iveliest welcomE
for such expressions of good will and of beilef in Germany's
good faith; he was not minimizing such expressions but he
did wish that something more explicit had been stated.
Three, The French Charge d'Affaires informed the
Counsellor of Embassy that followlng Daladier's speech,
Pufis telephoned the Charge to suggest to the German
éﬂrtign Office tﬁE nsefulness of its belng accorded a
favorable reception. The Charge pointed out to the Foreign
Office thnt while France had reaffirmed its obligations
under 1ts treaty Lith Czechoalovakia this should not' be
construed as o threat but considered in nssociation with
the statements respeeting Germany (as outlined above).
He pointed out that Daladier's action was courageous in
view of French public opinion and that outside support
would assist him to maintain his policye. The Charge saild

thant the German press reaction which the Forelgn Office

had undoubtedly instigated was generally satisfactory
and that he had not asked for and did not expect any

further answer.

g e
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'The Charge sald that his strictly confidential

opinion was that Daladier's speech was in response to

an understanding with Chamberlain; that in view of

_the obstacles in his Italian policy Chemberlain

might be thinking of turning again towards Berlin
and that Daladier's speech might be a trial balloon,
He added that now that Great Britain had settled the
Austrian debt question, London might consider the
moment propitious for such a move,.

He said that the Czechoslovak problems gave
continuous anxiety, He added that the entire problem
turned at the present time on the attitude and action
of Praha and that the French and the British were
unremittingly urging the Czech Government to make all
possible concessions. They had as yet, nevertheless,
obtained no satisfactory response and WEre more or less
in the dark as to what was really golng to happen.

The Charge soid that Praha's delay was dangerous in
itself but should the Czech solution of the "minority"
problem not be satlisfactory to th.E Sudeten GErmans

and Germany a most dangerous situation might immediately
ensues, While he belleved the Chancellor and in-general
the German Government wished to avert catastrophe the

frame
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frame of mind of many party members might force them along

violent llnes,

* Cipher text to London, Praha and Paris.

J  WILSON - ™

KLP:CSB
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fore being communicated

to anyone, (B)
Rec'd 11:09 a.m,

Dated July 23, 1938

Secretary of State,

Washington,
~
367, July 23, 1 pems g
STRICILY: CONPIDENTIAL, . ;F
53 Duc partly no doubt to the frank admission in g
Li;'ﬁid private conversations by German govermnmental and :ﬁ
=< military authoritlies that the work of fortification 52
f on the French frontlier was being speeded up and Ex=
. panded, Berlin has been full of rumors these past -
48 hours thot military action against Czechoslovakia &
ﬁas imminentes Doubtless thEgE rumors have DEEN reE= E%
flected in the forelgn press, Military and civilian 3
authorities consulted staté that these rumors are f{
unfounded, From the information I have bEen able to ?
obtain I should swrmarize the situation today ns &
follows: EE
One, The O rioan army is setting up on August E

1st reserve divislons ostensibly for the autumn

30

maneuverse Wiley has rﬁpértzd that summonses have

gene out for this purposes The Military Attache had

pdvised -
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ndvised me previously that such action would be tnken,
Two, Both military and civilian authoritices éEEm
to feel that for the moment the tension 1s relaxed,
that Hitler 18 Iin o more friendly frame of mind to-
wards France and Great Britain, In this connection
1t is reported that Wiedemann carried to Halifax n
message from Hitler to the effect that he could give
- reassurances as to the determination of the German
Government to avold war In respect to Czechoslovakila
and a further intimation that the German Government
8tlll entertalned the hope of having the best and
most cordial relatlohs wlth Great Brlitailn, that
névcrthzlzsa the course of events in Czechoslovakla
was stilll far from satisfactory. -
Three. Thﬁ army is glving furlough to soldlers
on application to ré%urn to their farms for the harvest.
All this would seem to indicate that we have a
breathing spell befcre us at least until the harvest
is in,; approximately August 15, .

Cipher text repeated to Paris, Praha , Londone

WILSON
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Dated August 13
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fore belng communicnted

"

o onyones (C)

Secretary of State,

Woshingtaon,

585, august 13, 11 a.m,
StErictiyigoiillisnEialy
runior hove characterized the

the Czechoslovnk gquestion,

Red™@ 7330 0
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Little foet nnd ample

Ifst few doys in

The common people of

respect to

i

country are now aware of tht intense activity in the

Rhineland fortifications, an
of reserve foreces for "maneu

p8pular apprehension 1s moun

1

d the ealling to thg colors

vera” ‘ond ns resul

ti NnEe

[
%)

The fundamental point ‘at issuc between the_Czechs

and the Sudeten GErman seEems
provineial racial units with
Swilsa cantons. The Czechs a
grant large autonomy to
for which perhaps "count igs"

They nre not (repeat not) wi

autonomy to the larger provi

is n fundamentnl demand en the part of the Sudeten

GErmnns.

the commanes

to be the formation of

ns mich autonomy s

the

r'E apporently willing

s the
1ling

neianl unit,

and "bezirke",

best transldélon,
to grant geographical

Sueh autonomy

Apparently
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Apparently both the French and British continue
to ndvise tﬂ: G::ahqslo?nk Government tﬁ USE EVETY
means ot their disposal to reach a-solqtinn. In
this connection the Rumnninh Minister herec toid meE .
most cunfid:ntially that the other members of the
ILittle Entente had warned Benes that he must make
every effort to solve this problems, They felt that
ns nllies they had a right to express thelr view
that the Sudeten problem should not be allowed to
lead to war, The Rumanion Minister is unaware of
the exaet wording of the message given Benes but
believes that the foragding is the sense,

The German press maintains i1ts hostile and
menacing tone emphasizing every incident and
distorting its meaning. This in spite of the express
desire of the British that outside pressure should be

: 1bﬁndonsﬁ in order to create a state of mind which
would fneilitnte Runcimon's mission.

ily British colleague hns honded me o édonfidential
paper prepared in the Forelgn Office which discussEes

the possibility of a pleblscite among the Sudetens
and renches the conclusion that such a plebisclte
would be impracticable, Inconclusive, and might

perhaps provoke that very disorder and excuse for

GErman
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-3- #383, Lugust 13, 11 a.m., from Berlin,

German intervention which it is in the general interest
to obviét:. thderaoﬁ tells me that the British 1
Embassy at Washington has given you o COPY of this
pﬁp:r. No one who has not studied the question

deeply on the spot 1s capable of expressing o
consldered as to whether a plebiscite
would be advantageous or mot. Nevertheless the
suggestion arises more and nore frequently not only
among forafgn diplomats but among -Germons that the
political implications of o plebiseite are calculated
to appenl to the democratic gonception and might

reduce this particular problem to 2 local issue rather

thon to one vhich threatens the peace of Europek.

WILSON

HFD

(#) Lpparent omission.
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JR FrOM
This telegram must bE
closely parophrased bE=
fore being communicated

to anyone, (C)

Berlin (part air)
Dated jugust 13, 1938

REﬂ‘d 7 Oellay l4th,

Secretary of State,

Washington,.

384, .ugust 13, 1 peme

Et‘-‘r‘i":'-‘-: hE - '.:-;:.:n:t i :-:- :-.1 ™

I am supplementing my 383, sugust 13,\41 feMsy

conversation I have just

by reporting a portlion of a
Mad with Frunccia Poncet, He declares that he

encountered Goering two nights ago and the latter

said to him: "We are golng to awalt the reswlt of

Runciman's vork.! We are canvinctﬁ that the C;cchs
will sabotage this work and that because of the

Czech attitude Runciman cannot meet with succesg.
e vant to see then what the attitude oé the éqipiah

and French will be hsforf taking any decision in’' Ghe
premises,”

WILSON

HPD

296/c9°d409L

dd3/9®




Seeretary of State
'a:ﬁingtnn

407, August 29, 5 p.m,

During the last few days an intensification of the press
~ campaign against Czechoslovakia has become noticeable,

Over the weekend local papers carried abundant edie-
torial comment adversely eriticising Simon's speech of
Saturdey, Briefly summarized the general line taken was
that the speech added 1ittle to Chamberlain's remrks

‘before the House on March 24 and that in failing to

treat the "denands" of the Sudeten Germns, Simon was
strengthening the stubbormness of the Czechs and was
encouraging the bellicosk element among them, Such a
development could only aggravate the situation and "thus
drive events into the whirl of a conflict".

GILBERT
wwc

Lls/eg‘sﬁgz_




» | " TELEGRAM RECEIVED

This telegram must be Berlin

closely paraphrased be=-
fore being communicated F"‘oﬁ'ntr:d September 8, 1038

to anyone,., (D)
Ree'd 2:48 pem,

Secretarysof State,

h'lashington > VISION OF

EUROPEAN AFFAINS

425, September 8, 6 p.m, P 91938

STRICTLY CunriDCNTIAL, DEPARTMENT OF STATE P,
Impressions of the situatimn'obtginEd from numerous C.
; conversations in Nuremberg 'are somewhat contradi‘ctory. :“-
One, The rank and file of the party, lncluding ]T
some of the leading members not connected with foreign :4‘
affairs, were unprecedentedly outspoken in their EE
apprehension and in their condemnation of the folly of.
bringing on a war over this qu.cst ion,
| Two., Members of the Foreign 0ffice, including t“
]

Ribbentrop, von Weizsaecker, Dieckhoff, all spoke with
grave apprehension of danger and believed that -the
situation was graver than it had been a few weeks ago,

Three. ' Goebels, however, said that he was reassured,

that he had bern very apprehensive two wecks ago but that ;‘
J L]
now hEe no longer felt so uncasy and regarded the future :
with eonfidcnece, Goering as well apoke reassuringly to
L]

Henderaon though not so specifically.




-2- #425, September-8, 6 p.m., from Berlin,

Hitler himself in his encounters with myselfl and
other diplomats gave not the slightest inkling of his
thought on this matter,

I left Nuremberg mcrE than ever fmpregsed with

.:c . B L) ﬂ ‘- s,
GErman desired
results, and the danger above all of this mighty

power completely obedient to onE man.

YIILSON

KLP
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