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. TELEGRAM RECEIVED g

EG

A portion of this ¥ Berlin

message™must be closely ROM

paraphrased before being . Dated Jeptember 1C, 193E

communicated to anyone, (E) '
Rectd 12:10 p.m, -

Secretary of 3tate, '/ DIVISION OF

'ﬂlaahing;“bbn. 1; EP12 1933 g

' = EPA NT ﬁ‘}:lmt

428, September 10, 2 p.m.

(GRAY) ©One, The morning papers published -
summarics of Praha's "fourth plan" as well as the texb :“ J,
of the communique issued by the representatives of the ﬁ?:i
Sudeten German party with respect thereto, The only "ﬁ?
editorial comment éhua far noted appeared in the : r'i--l
VOLKISCHER BEOBACHTER and the DEUTSCHER ALGEMEINE L
ZEITUNG which briefly stated that 11;: was very diffieult
to see how the great gap between the latest Czech plan ;f
and thE gight points constituting the Sudeten C arlabaQL h

i program could be bridged. i ;

Two, Yesterday evening!s BERLINER TAGEELATT ey - i

published an artisle by its editor of which the fcllnwinE}E : :r
= r

passages indicate the trend. %
"'hrough the joint deliberations of the representatives

of the national groups in Czechoslovakia it has been brought

home to the world that at Praha it iz not of any question

'! of the future of the Sudeten Germans but of the conatruction
.J of




oy i ! . :
- of the Czeoh state as stated therein, At a time when even
small nations have awakened to a consciousness of their
1dentity it is not possible in a nationalities state to

maintain the sovereign rule of a state people which does ‘
not even represent a numerical mljority. If this has g
not yet been fully realized in Praha today, the realization

has gained ground in London and Paris as is indicated by K
the remarks of the TIMES and of various French papers,

In Versailles twenty years ago the card of the right of
8Elf determination was thrown on the table., Thus a

| promissory note was i1ssued to the nations which to this
:i day has not yet been redeemed. One cannot prolong this —
| note forever unless one wants to make permanent the con-

'i ditions of unrest and insecurity which was created at

C i et o T

Versailles, It is today not a question ‘of whether the .
one or the other settlement would please the Versailles ;%
pOWErs more or less, it is simply a question of vital

national rights which can no longer be denied and whieh

must be anchored in an unshakable national legal manner,

This realization is today quite general at Nuremberg and

for this reason further developments are here regarded

with quiet and ealm whichhis in agreeable contrast to ;:
the exeitement in theE political centers of the western

pOWETS,
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-3- #428, iiﬁi;}nhu 10, 2 pem. from Berlin
powers, It was the fatal mlstikt of the European politics
of the past twenty years that the policies of. the old
entente states belleved they could, with compromises save
8 system which was wrong in its plan and contradicted the
}tading ideas which were proclaimed at Versailles.

From this point of order one must today also judge
the Czechoslovak question, Past methods ﬁrevsd UnsucceEss~
ful, Faw i1t 1s a question of recognizing the practical
effects of the principles, He who proclaims the right
of self determination as a political ideal cannot prevent
its application in a question of state law, It 1s the
ESSseEnce of law to create practical orders of 1ife, The
firmer, clearer and more natural the order is, the securer
is peace, Europe, however, must at last be brought to
peace, Centers of unrest which have arisen out of the
disregard of national facts must be :llminatcd. Europe
needs a natural order established on the inalienable vital
laws of peoples, -That 1s the lesson which results from the
policy of diplomatic compromises of the past decades and
from the negotintions in Praha of the Fﬂﬂ£ few months, It
may today be bitter for some statesmen to bow to this
lesson, The present bitterness, however, will be en-

countered
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%) -4= #428, September 10, 2 p.m, from Berlin

countered a‘thousand fold by permanent and SECUre PEACE,

That 1s the gonl towards which the policy of the Fucehrer

is directed". (End Gray)
The foregoing was written at Nuremberg and 1t 1s

believed that 1t was inspired by or at least submitted
to Hitler, k3
WILSON -

CSB a
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

TR
o
This telegram must bE Berlin
clostl pwparaphrased be- FROM :
Dated September 12, 1935

fore being communicated

to anyonee (C)
Rec'd 4 pams

Seceretary of State,

VISION OF
" EUROPEAN AFFAIRS
Q\Z&P 131938

ARTMENT OF S1alt

Washington,

451, September 12, 5 pem.

STRICTLY CLlllMIDENTTAY

Henderson returned from Nuremberg this morning. I

find his impressions of sentiment are almost identical

with what I reported to you in my 425, Segptember 8, 6 pem,
He had the impression from various indications in

his talks with men in real touch with H.it-].f.l‘ that the

latter was contemplating-a relatively peaceable statement

tonight, He feared that the deelaration given out by

Chamberlain last night will not eEncourage
Hitler to peErsevere in this policy,  (Inecidéntally
he had not received a copy of this statement,

nor have I, nor has it been published in the German
press)s  He argued that Hitler feels deep resentment 9";r
the c¢laims made in Dcmner?tic countries that the British
warning of May 21 deterred him from military nction and
that 1t 18 unllkely that on the day following n farther
warning from Chamberlaln Hitler will show himself

conciliatory,
Henderson
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“Russian Ambassador in which the latter urged that the '7f

‘a joint demarche to Germany in which the United States

Henderson r;i_i: me a n@nﬁ% of conversation on
September ten between Halifax and Kennedy which the

Ambassador has doubtless reported to you as well as a

memorandum of a conversation between Halifex and the

British Government make a more categorical rzpudiatiuﬁ
of the TIMES suggestion regarding the fate of the
Su&ttan Deutsch. |

The Russian Ambassador apparently also suggested

might be induced to Join, Halifax replied in r:ap%ct to
the first sugécstiun that he thought sufficient denial
had been made, in regard to the seeond that the French
had already apprised him of the Soviet suggestion,

The British manager of the Anerican Express Company
states that fumiiizs of Brltish residents arce already
leaving Berlin. He hod discussed their departure with
n Secretary of the British Embnssy and the Vice Consul
hnd stated that they were suggesting that such departure
should be mnde,

Repeated to London and Paris,

WILSON




451: mesasage must bE
elosely paraphrased bE-
fore being communicated Dated .September 13, 193¢
to anyone, (C)

€ Reotd 3:48 p,m,
Secretary of State,

Washington,

436, September 13, 7 p.m,

STRICTLY CuL.TTHENTIAL.

The Belgian Minister ﬁavignon, cne of the acutest
minds in the diplomatic corps listened to Hitler's
speeEch in Hurémb:rg last night,

He tells me that he is deeply convinced that
ﬁitlcr meant every word he saild and that there was no
bluff sbout it, The facgs of the Ninlsters and party
leaders behind Hitler were radlant with joy as the
latter spoke, On the train last night Davignon ﬂis;:.llsﬂad
this matter with the Polish and Italian Ambassadors
and found them both éonvinced that Hitler mecant EVeEry
word he spoke and that the moat tragic mlatake would be
! *.ﬁ-‘."E;_T;!".,”‘_ it as bluff,

TJH‘.Fij-Z'!-‘;ﬁT‘. told me he learngd from.a gond source ;
1ast night before the speech that the latier part had

been rewritten and made appropriately more ¥iclent alter




-2= #436, September 13, 7 pem., from Berlin,

hearing of Chamberlain's statement to the press on
Sunday,

Davignon added that as he listened to the speEch
he came to the conclusion that stripped of its
vituperation and violence of presentation Hitler
had made a powerful case for the grievances of the
Sudeten Germans in the light of generally accepted

demoeratic 1deals, This he thought should be given

- real conslderation.

Davignon 1s urging his Govermment to try to
persuade the British Government that the time has come
to act'rapidly; that the fo great Powers, France,

: recead
England, Germany and Italy, apdgeEpd under British
chalrmanship and try to find a peaceable way out of
this trouble, Davignon 1s awarec of the risk of this
procedure--a German refusal would sharpen the tension==-
but considers it a lesser risk than letting matters
drag as he is inclined to believe Germany would accept
while the four powers might follow some other path.l
He at the moment sees only two solutions, one, that
Benes accept unequivocally the Carlsbad demands of
the Sudeten Germans; two, that a plebiscite be

suggested under international auspices and France

ond Great Britain urge this on Benes, He believes

L

that




-3- #4536, September 13, 7 psms, from Berlin,

that Benes canmot politically accept point onk
therefore one 1a reduced to point two,

9 In his {1iacu551.nn with the Itallan Ambnssador :
Davignon gained the impression that Itnly would . g ¢
cooperate in an international effort to solve this 4 di'

probl Eme

Reports from Proha today show the shooting

.y

R g

T

of three Czecha and three Sudeten Germons and declaration
‘of martial law oveEr n portion of the areas- I do not
btlisﬁt that Hitler has made up his mind to omed
1n€srvsntinn, nevertheless, L bEliéUE thot Davignon

is right in hls further contention that only prompt
nction somewhere con prevent the oceurrence of that

type and zcopﬁ ef d{aordsr and bleoodshed which may
provoke Hitler into intervention.

Repeated to London, Phris, Rome,

ZILSON

CSB




* the more and well formed, of the foreign :
_ ) » jhe forelgn . .
representatives here

/" <4y regarding certaln of its aspects. I wish to say

This telegram must be Berlin
closely paraphrased bg- FROM
fore being communicated

to anyone, (C)._

, : C R[G'd El'lﬂ F.m.

Secretary of Etat:,

Washington,

443, Sgptember 15, 1 pem,.

STRICTLY CCITIDENTTAT,

In disgussing the present situation with certain of

at once that these men's approach to the question is that
they regard a wor as the greatest possible calamity which
EVEry effort should be made to avold ond that they speak
obviously out of personal knowledge and aonvictiun quite
nslde from what might be the policies of theip respective
governments, They look upon the situation which has
developed ns extremely dangerous that risk of allowing

it to drift is the sheerest folly and that something has

to be done and done quickly. They feel furthermore

that enything that is undertaken should bE of a practicel
neture that prejudice based upon varying national
concepts should be lnid aside as far as npoasible and

most important thet all of the facters in the Immedinte

disturbing

Dated September 15, 1938
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-2=- #443, September 15, 1 pem,, from Berlin,

disturbing issue should be fully recognized,

Respecting the G n side of the pletmre considered
in such t:zmﬁﬁi following, ' .
One, The LONDON TIMES of September 7 in spzaking of
sElf-éEtzrmination for the Sudeten Germans turned the
Entire course of the affailr into new channels, Doubtless
this 1ssue was boiling bentath the surface but up to that
m0m;nt it had not burst through, WhﬂtEvEr.ths valldity
of the TIMES'! article as representing the views of the
British Governmment or of the British PEOPLE, tradition
has placed the TIMES in a position where this article
has been wildely accepted as such, Repercussions in
the Sudeten German area and in the Relch were immediate,
From that moment it has been impossible to £0 back,
The elght points of Carlsbad have Evaporated from the
plecture, The 13515 to.all intents and purposes 1is
selfedetermination h1 h presumably will mean a

plebiscite resulting in cession or setession, As

matters have deveiloped this has bereome true, possibly
apart from Cermany's original intentions,

Two. By all progressive standards the prineiplec of
Self=determination 1s & Juat NEs In any event the

democratic governments cannot with pox conacience




=3= #443, September 15, 1 pem,, frum.BErlin,

retreat from thelr historic position on.this subject,
To ignore it 1s of the same character, To retreat or to
1gnore is to admit that the real issues involved are
80lely these of power polities with their concomitant
insinceritles, The 1ssue must be honorably faced if
democratia forms of govermnment are to retain popular
respect throughout the world and gain a hoped for
ultimate general acceptances This is in ;frcct tHE
concept of De Valera in his Geneva speech insofar as
I have seen it reported 1.e4 the uﬁtritd concept of
Article XIX of the League Covgnant,

Three, The linking together of the democracices
and Sovliet Russia as poss:sssﬁ of a common 1deal, which
has progresslvely manifested 1tself in the weatern press,
is a development obviously opportunist and projects
a shadow of insincerity over the protestations of the
directly interested democraciesn,

Four, Such factors have had a direct effect on
German attitude, Germany had portrayed 1tself as a
victim of a determined and permanent opposition in the
field of power politics, Germans believe this without
any doubt whatsoever as they survey the course of events
from the Treaty of Utranill:a_tn the rise of National

Soclalism in the Reichy The present attitude of the

press
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4= #4435, Scptember 15, 1 pemes, from Berlin,

press of the western powers toward self=determination in
Czechoslovakia and towards the form of government in
Soviet Russia econfirms them in this bellef, This 3

attitude hes recently diminished the influence of

2]
the compromises on German pollcy and has grently {1
strengthened the position of Hitler, Natiomml Sociallsm, i
-

and the more radical elements of the partye. ThEsE -E
§

moderabe Elements are naturally Germans first of all,e
Their 'Lﬂliﬂﬁ.hhﬂt it 1s hopeless to try to'be understood i
ﬁhrcnﬂ hardens thelr entire attitude. toward the non-
A iy '

German world , (CRSbege chonge hod been observable -
during recent weeks to dany one closely watching the
slituntion here, It 153 a dangerous phHENOMENGNe

Fives, On the other hand, the forelgn representatives
here ore fully aware of, and in varying degrees share,
the recognized apprehensions concerning Germony's pﬂnaiﬂlz
long term ﬂEﬂiEHJTLH?EctiHE Europes They feel
nevertheless that of immediate and oveErwvhelming
importance is the avoldance of nny European conflict
and thot this tremeéndous 1ssue should not be confused
by speculntiona respecting the future however well
rensoned,  While the moment may occur when the astantea
of the world will have to say no to Germany, such n

! deeislion




8k el tFd 32 B
decisfon must only be taken on grounds uncontestably

just, L Gl : ;
On a prantiﬁll bizii they feel that the impossibility

of Hﬁdztcna and Czechs harmoniously coopterating in

one state has been demonstrated, They inquire whether

anybody imagines that the results of a victorious

war over Germany could in any way reconcile such

inherent difficulties, (END SECTION ONE).

WILSON
"HTM: EMB

Garbled groups have been serviced,

5



e | TELEGRAM RECEIVED

LMS

This telegram must be
closely paraphrased be- FRoM
-fore being communicated : Dated September 15, 1938
to anyone, (C) and (D) ]

Berlin i

Reec'd 7:06. p, m,

Secretary of State,

e DIVISION OF
Washington, SHRIEAN AFFAIRS

SEP 161938

444, September 15, 1 p, m,

vl Aalwene gb slalk

CONTINUING MY 443, (SECTION TWO) e =

1_."4 Y s . =

The only dissenting voice to these general conceptions

- 2" R
s s i

among the foreign representatives is that of Francois Poncet
who believes and states frankly that we are dealing with

i 1 "eriminal lunatics" and that it is waste of time to apply
those methods and relationships to which normal men would -
respond. Nevertheless to act on sueh a hypothesis 1s so
stultifying as to rob millions of all hope, Hence wr must
predicate ﬁur dealing on the hypothesis that the leaders
éf the party arc subject to reason and responsive to nor-
mal stimuli,

3ix, I have already reported my views as to the

urgcnay of the situation in the Sudeten area and the need
of aome vital and prompt step which mirht approach the
problem from a radically new standpoint and would prevent
Events in this area from provoking Hitler to military

i intervention, The viasit of Chamberlain 1s a COUrageEous

ol =
gstep




LMS 2-No, 444, September 15, 1 p, m,, from Berlin,

step, HE has ﬁhuwn himself ready to subordinate the risk
to hié reputation to the necessity for uccnmpiiahing
something %o avert a catastrophe, It may prove to be the
act which saves the situation but it 1s too early to form
a Judgment on this polint,

Repeated to Paris and London Except penultimate para-
graph,

(END MESSAGE)
WILSON

NPL:EMB




i) TELEGRAM RECEIVED

A LA L SR i .
Wt i Berlin

Thig telesrsim must ‘be

closely parodwaded before prom  Poted SEntember 17, 1630
beins commniccted to onyone,

(C) e 'd. 9120 o.m.

seeretary -of State 3 ; DIVISION OF ]

Vinaivv i ton

451, ‘c£Ycember 17, - noon,

L' ilitary Attache who Mois: just réturned to Berlin,

gtrtes thot the maneuvers in Ecst Frvsgic were entirely

9° LOL

norx, 1 negctc  bime ‘monéuvers, ‘Stmorbtin: this desgerintion

1.

ig the foet:- Lot they were follei/ed Ly proctieclly the

-
[ -
n

Entire =2 sEction of ormy hezddovorteras e hoa hecrd of

— :
no. vneavtl ‘troon movements in Soutl: Gexmony, A3 records

Austric “¢ Maa heard thot there oo been gome military

movement Jn 3FE nei zhborhood of thE border nccor Presahice .,
CE atosea thoet the Militory Attoche's eorpa oresent ob 3

the Enst FProiuicon mongvvers o r.'_. rded

the Princo Tovernment'y lilitory Attiche woo ouddenly

ordered to :cturn lmmedictely to wsou, which stirted

]
" rumors tlhat e Trench Governent vco contidering song Tora b
& ' ; % 4 "
8 of aunport of the Loyalist Covertent oo an offart g tFE 'L

loas' of Irecnel prectige resultin; from recent developms
the Czeclonlovnk asituctions I nention this rumor on

Excnmple of Gl apeculation that ia ecurrent here, I do n

bElieve bt:ob Chere 1la any recl evidener here in ounnort

i p I .
: IIL3OW




MB BERLIN o
This messagg, should be

closely paraphrased be-= From  Dated September 18, 1938
fore being uummuniunt:d

to anyone (D) Rec'd 2:15 p.m,

Secretary of State

Washington
456, -Sept ember 18, 2 pum, - S
STRICTLY Cl-ribewrian FOR THE SECRETARY. :

I just had a long talk with Henderson who 1s more
moved than I have ever seen him waiting in ﬁisiblt.im- -~
patlence the decision in the Cablnet in London and the
results of the talks with Daladier, Chamberlain did not
give Henderson a real glimpse of what was in the former's
mind, ccntcnting'himsslf with presenting a resume of the

conversation with Hitler, Henderson is extremely appre-

gesl 08 d3S

hensive of any procrastination, Indeed he sald he was

in despair over the fact that for four months he had
preached urgency, that noﬁody at home had listened to him
and he felt himself a "volce in the wilderness",

He did net attempt any more than did Weizsacker to

"J888 .

P

glve me a detalled account of the conversation at. Ber-

chtesgaden, Nevertheless the impression I got of the

_:_}_H =

T T ™

L

sd tuation cheeks with what Welzsacker. told meE and EVEnN

the same phrase "cession of territory" was used. Henderson

o

explained that this was the phrase the Prime Minlaster had

employed !




MB w2=  #456, September 18, 2 pem, from Berlin

employed and that it probably was synonymous in his mind
with self-determination, %
Henderson brought out phe telegrams he has sent his
Government 4n the past 48 @), The main points he made
are as fnlints: The Prime Minister's coming headed off
militery action, Hitler has promised Chamberlaln, and will
keep his word barring eatastrophic events in Czechoslovakia,
that he will make no military move untill the next meeting
can be held with Chamberlain, Henderson has reported
vigorously that if the western pcwéra decline to_adopt
right of self-determination or even adopt it with a lot
of conditions there will be no use talking to Hitler agaln.
Indeed, the latter will march and a general European war
will be the result, If, on the other hand, France and
Great Britain are willing to adopt unconditionally "self-
determination” they should be able in their conversatlons
with Hitler to win certain concessions as to the method of
putting this into effect. A fupther essentlal point Hen=
derson has urged is that immediate pressure De put on

Benes to accgpt the 1dea of self=determination. There 1is

of course the grave risk that Benes vwlll refuse or that
if he nccepta a revolution will break out among the
Czechoalovak pEople.  In thia event there will be German
intervention and a locnl ware (END SECTION OYE)
[LS0
]
GW RGO 1

(#) Loparert-omiesieh




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

RR 1=k

This telegram must DE
closely paraphrased be=
fore being comunicated
toanyone (D) Berlin

Dated September 18, 1238

FrOM

Received 2150 p. m,

Secretary cof State,

Washington,

457, September 18, 2 pe. Mo

Continuing my 456, Section Two,

Henderson argues and has so reported that 1f it
must comeg to war the cholce lics between a general war
on a bad cause involving the reputation of the democratic
principle of self determination or a small war of limited
scopeEs There 18 no cuestion in his mind as to what the
choice should be, As he phrases the matter France ;nd
England must choose between unconditional adoption of the
prineiple- of self determlnation and fighting Germany, If
they choose the first they will be faced with the necessity,
repugnant as 1t may be, of coercing Benes lnto acceptance,
If the pvinciplt is accepted some form of coerclon of BEnEeEs
is inevitable still either a friendly pressure by France

and Great Britain or armed pressure by Germany,

HE




457 Septeomber 185 2 pe me from Berlin (SECTION TWO)
-l
He 1s reporting as well a gathering of troops In
the Austrian area north of Vienna. He belleves though he

is not sureg, that certain militiry preparations are belng

.made' in the vieinity of Breslau (in this connection see my

451, September—15, noon, reporting HMilitary Attache's

summary), Our Militufy Attache has Jjust Informed me that

the Chief of Staff and the Commander in Chlef received

the Military Attaches In east Prussia for dinner last

nights Obviously therefore no incident was contemplated,
Henderson informed me that on the eve of his departure

from Nuremberg he had recelved a telegram from his Govern-

ment to remain and to notify Hihbnntrcp that an urgent

communication was coming,

Inasmuch as he recognized the danger of a further
warning, he neilther notified Ribbentrop nor remained in
Nuremberg and so informed his CGovernment, This eplsode
must have occurred at almost the same moment as Hendersonls
statement to the Press,

Henderson saw Goering Karinhall yesterday afternoon
and urged him to do what he could to see that peace was

maintalned whatever the provocetion until Chamberlain could

talk again with Hitler, Goering reassured him on this,

]

said




457 September 18, 2 p, me from Berlin (SECTION TWO)
-l

sald that Hitler's w.rd had been given and that barring
ﬂataﬁtrnphiu upheaval in Czechoslovakia no stepe would be
taken until further negotiations had been started,

‘Goering said emphatically that any conditions attached to

the acceptance of "self determination" would be useless
aﬁd provoecative and urged Henderson so to report to
his Government, Goering spoke with confidence of thelr
state of preparation and in respect to the air said that
they were stronger than Great Britdin, Fronce and Czechom
slovakla put together, Henderson states that he did not
bluster but his very quiet was ominous,

Goering sald that he was awaiting the visits'of
the Polisﬁ Ambnassador and the Hungarian linister that- he
was Expecting both of them to talk about their minorities
in Czechoslovakia and to request that these be taken care
ef in qny'&Ettl;mEht. Goering soild that he proposed to
tell them that Germany was lnterested in the Sudeten
Germans alone and not in the Cate of any of the reat of
Czechoslovaking

For reansons reported in my 453 I am not (repeat not)
repeating thls mesange to Paris or Londone You may desire
to apprlase them,

(END OF MESSAGE)

* RR:- RGC WILSON
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nJE REE ' TELEGRAM RECEIVED
:“} This telegram must be :
- closely paraphrased be- BERLIN 3
fore being-eeamunicated :
to enyone, (7) FROM Dated September 19, 1038
Ree'd 5:13 p, m,
Secretdry of 3tate, . —-mﬁw oF .
Washin-ton, AFF Al g
462, September 19, 7 p. me
Tn these anxious days of waiting the Tfallan attitude R
o Bl
%

asswnes & srowins importance,
I have discussed with Atolico the recent indications

of ITtaly's attitude and as we analyzed the letter to Lord
Runciman t?% speech on 3unday and previous communications

it would anpear that the position is as follows:

Irssolini desires above all to avoid a European

a'm

there must be a struzle between szchonlnvak%&
r~
o

If this appears

strurrle i
and Cermany he desires it to be linited,
then in his words,

3

impossille and a general war results e
1] 4 ] g : l
Italy's place :is chosen, i

The two recent announcements scem to show: (a)

ilussolini serves warning on the Czeclosloval Governacnt

that the Sdeten-Cerman problen rmat be gettled in the

intereat—of European neace. (p) "¢ serves warninzs on

Germany and holds out hope to the Czechs by deelaring »ia

peaceful

'. oLy I'B!:quepguoO
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REB

2- 462, Prom Lerlin, Sept.17,7p.m.

peaceful intcrest in and friendghip for an "independent
Poheiian state”.,
(e) =& foresees the possibility of a repetition of

tiie . gare gort of danger arising in the future in reancet

to the “n-arian and Polish minorities and therefore A
desires once and for 211 by one more operation to 'E
=

eliminate fture danger spots In the lonube valley. EL
ransce.  1r waves a red flag at France 1n dEcla;ing ;;

that if thc war 18 =zeneralized Ttaly's place 1s chosen ?
and this is pablished on the day on which the French %ﬁ

Cabinet is discussinz Chamberlain's proposals

Ltolico says that the Italions are under the impres-
sion of recent EﬁEnts:

A mont» ago the British discouraged their traders
from decling with Italy.

Tﬁo_wzrk: ago the Frenclh refvsed visns to travelers
to Italy.

T"hen came Chamberlain's statetent of a week ago
Saturday to the effect that England in any case sides
with France, 'Tis was made more noecific by Eden's letter
to the TINES, In Italian eyes the guarantee that Great

Britain had ziven, as a remnant of the Locarno underteolcings,
; has




-

)

3= ‘462, From Berlin, Sept.10,7Pems f
Lhas chan~zed into an out and out alliaicE with Francki.
Italy is logically driven to talkec def inite poaition in
the oppesin; canmp gince to renmein DEDPIT if Germany WETE

destrored it would DE Italy's turi ne:t.

e Janiassador urgznt%y hones the t if thia present Q*
erisis is surmounted 1t will be follow:d 1 mediately by ?%
a realization of the four pOWET nact., YWithout it he can .i
see no hope for the maintenance of peac: 1in Europe or for }
the avoidance of automatic and biiding ¢ 11iances dividing 5
Euront into two camps. The four nower pict he gcontinues ;f

& i

wounléd fill the purposet orizinally concei-ed for the Council
of the Tearue of Nations DY enabling the great western
powsra’in a moment of danggr avtonatically to consult,.

1t is curious that in anot'er conversation today
with Lipsky, Polish Ambassador, 1 found him also speculat-
ing along these same 1ines in resnect to the Italian
attitvde,.

"¢ sava thet he is s0 cqn?inczd that warnings end
threats to Cermany are WOrae than useless, that he has
conaistently maintained the attitude in his cnnversatiﬁna
with Cermana that the German government will be driven

by loric and recson to a peaceful settlement rather than. - ;

one




REB

4-/462, From Berlin,Sept.19,7p.m,

one which will risk a European conflict. :

Lipsky feels that the Germans consider the Bewbweitwm:
visit os a triumph for Hitler, They welcome the step
with its possibility of appeasement but neverthelesa
they 'ave made no public re jolcing over the triumph and
indeed have shown by their courtesy and warmth of
reception their appreciation of Chamberlain's attitudes
Lipaky states further that in his opinion Chamberlain's
visit »as zone far towards soothing the wounded pride
occasioned by the British warning on lMay 21 with its
disastrous result in spurring Gerron military preparation

cnd stiffenin- their attitude.

WIL3SON

i
1
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This message must be Berlin
closely paraphrased be-
fore being communicated Dated S:Ftcﬁh:r_zz, 1938

to anyone., (B)
Rec'd 7:30 8em

Secretary of State, |
Washington. :

i?'/ 471, September 22, noon.

¥ -

ﬁb’f In a conversation yesterday with the Counsellor
of the Embassy the Russian Charge dtAffalires stated

that under no circumstances would Russia lend military

986/29 ° 4094

asslstonce to Czechoslovakla except in common action
with.FruncE. Discussing the general European situation
he said that although it might remain for a time in
formal exlstence the Franco-Russlan Treaty to-all in-

A tents and purposes must be regorded ns dead.

afals

Cipher text Moscow,

& ?'rrT I'_Il-'

-l
e




Secretary of State d

TELEGRAM RECEIVED

1w bitee Berlin
This telegram must be closeFROM
paraphrased hefore being com= Dated September 24, 1938

municated to anyones. (A Septer
Reeld 5:30 Della Em'b&r E?
Y 19.33
___\.k.ﬂ-- .
s W
o A ed. )

ELURDPEAN MFAH-:*_I q {.. =
SEP 261938 vEd
e
DEPARTMENT of sTare /3 ¢

_

Waskhington

488, September 24, € peme

Military Attache reports that air defense measures for
Berlin ir full effeet with all alr fields guarded by anti-
aircralft batteries in thelr baﬁtlE positions, No major
troop movements in evidence though considerable minor
military activity, Trnopﬁ at Potsdam and Doberitz were
pursuing on Saturday morning their normal tralning
schedules,, The Potsdam garrison was granted normal

week end leave at noon Saturdaye Notify War Department,

WILSON

EMB

T

& E

866l 84 43S
iyt
826l
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TELEGRAM "RECELVED

lw Berlin 3
Thias teleptd®™ must be clos T
paraphrased before belng com= ”ﬂtEd September 24, 1938
muriieated to anyones (C)

Rec'd 5:19 pu.m.

DIVISION OF : jf'
EURDPEAN AFFALN: B
Secrctary of State SEP 26 1938 3
; W
Washington "DEPAWTMENT OF 314 |
490, September 24, 8 pan.
The past week has been of course characterized by Exe= . 4

treme nervousness and apprehensions Although the ﬁEnEral
impression in Germany after the Berchtesgaden conversations g
was that the danger of general war was past, that the i?q
wEStErn powers would under no considerations back up
Czechosloyakia if it resisted German aggression, appre= :?
hension grew lest Hitler, dominated by this thomght,
should launch an attack in an attempt to settle thg matter }
immediately by force of arms, This bellicose attitude

was exemplified by a talk between Welzsaecker and the

Czech Charge d'Affaires reported in my 459, September 19,

-

4 pemes, where Welzsacecker warnc% the Czech that the calling
to the colors of seven or Ei;ht'hti ;ight have vastly
different results from those of last Maye

In spite of the still obscure and perhaps unsatisfactory

results of the Codesberg conversations there are certaffl 3
= .

: indicdBlo _

¥ a I




lw =2= No, 490; September 24, 8 peme from BErlin

E

indications of a lessening of the tension and perhaps even

o e

of a relaxation of insistence upan‘unilatsral action by
Hitler, The German press reports the final conversation i L
with Chamberlain in an optimistic spirit, Reports from s o
Praha show that the Czech army was mobilized yesterdaye |
Three or four days ago I should have expected such mobili- _
zation to be met either by a/gfgfznt denunciation or by 1? ;
milltary action on Hitler's part., Today the press denounces |
the mobilization but the signg of military activity in
Germany are€ no more visible than they have been for the

last week,

I can only speculate on the cause ﬁf this mpparent
change of temper, Possibly Chamberlain was fo persuade
Hitler that the danger of general conflagration was not
past and that only decisions based upon international
agreement includling agreement with Czechoslovakia could

Preserve peace between Czechoalovakia and Germany and

insure peace between Germany and the Great Powers,
Reneanted to Paris, Lﬂ?‘ulm'.41I Prahin . VWarsaw,
i
ITL3O!

1

(S pmmrpnae cnbe permeton -

L]
HED
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED
ML —— !
Thi-= mung: must be closeFpom Berlin
parachrase befure being
eommunicated t« anycne, (C) Dated September 25,1938

Rectd 7 peme

Seeretary f State
Washingten

493, September 25, B8 p, m.

o ———, = -

CoiTiluiirnu

Henders:n returned from GodrabErg last night. We
had a talk this mcerning.

Hendersen coened the c.nversati.n by atating that
1t-18 now Tifty-fifty between a ~eneral war and pDEACE,
All depended 1nthis ¢pinicn upen how the present memos=
randum is presented by the British and French Ministers
at Prahﬁ t: the Czech Government=ein other words. what
the attitude - £ Great Britain and France is in this |
connecticn, If these twe Guvfhﬂékﬁtﬂ make it clear to
the Czechs that if this memorandum is rejected the

Czecha cannct ecunt unon Fritish nnd French asaiastance

the Czechs will orobably aeeent, If, ¢n the ¢ther hand,
it 418 presented 1n any LEBS def te way he feara that
the Czecha will resist, Hendera n atated emphatieally

=

Hendera:n ia e.nvinced that Chamoerd 's firat visit Tp
Bepehtespgader orevented a Oerman attack at that time
L4




ML -2- #493, Sept. 25,1938 7 p.m., from Berlin

and thot Chamberlain's seeund visit tc Godesberg pre-
vented -an attack in retaliaticn for Czech mnbilizutinn.
“Hendersen was deeply perturbed at the growing
opposition.in Great Britain te Chamberlain, He feels
that Churchill is ambitious to becime Prime Minister
gnd 1= éaizing this ccecasion in an endeavor tc throw
out the rresent Cabinet and be summcned himself by the
King. If Chamberlain falls Henders:n says war ds certain
since a "war cabinet" will follow, probably with Eden in
the Ferelgn Office, The poliey ¢f such a Cabinet would
be to serve nctice at once on Hitler warning him not to
act. This would be the signal, Henderscn is convinced,
for immediate aetion on Hitler's part.  Hitler would do
nothing t¢ provoke England or France but would immediately
assault Czecheslovakia, Henderson further believes that
1f this matter is nct settled by October 1, Hitler sdll
then march into Czecheslovakia regardless of threats or

risk f general war, Hitler has at last put himself ine

to o pcsiticn from which he eannct now retire,
Henders: n urged me strongly tc dc what I could to

emphansize tc yeu that the ¢verthrew « f Chamberlain means

war and that any public expressi:n of sympathy with his
cbjectives in thi- hcur £ uncertalnty weuld greatly
strengthen his hand in his struggle to keep peace in

Europe,
thd!rlﬂn 2
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-rirat and it 1as 1n§rad1b15 that havineg done sc a war

-

ML -3« {493, Sept. 26, 1938 7 pem., from Berlin

Henderacn saya that in 1ts easence the twe plans are

nct profrundly different, The széha have agcepted the

sheuld break cut over the method cf applicaticn of a

eeasicn of territory already agreed upon in principle, ;f;
The Eritish rlan had prﬂpbs:d outright ceasion of cer- ;E

tain districts . and plebisecites for rure doubtful areas, %é;
this under internaticnal supervisinn, The Hitler plan ﬁﬁ'%
propr sed cutright ces~icn of certair areas and plebis=- ﬁ?g
eite fer -thers and the entire area to be cccupied by :3;

German f: rces as the Czechs retire,

Hitler ureicaed that plzﬁiscitrs in the doubtful .}:
areas ’fhEld nct later than November 26 and that for |
thi=. purpcse German trcops shall be wlthdrawn and tPE
plebiscite held under international auspices c¢r by a,
Czech-German ccmmiscsicn, The plebiaclite can be carried
cut in the same manner as the Saar tleblsclites. Hender-
son states that the areas in queaticn de net materially
differ in the British and Hitler olans,

Hitler was mctivated in rejeeting the “ritish plan
and urging his :wn by (a) his ccnvicticn that the Czechs
accepted the firat plan with the idea that they could
profit by the delay tc sabectage the eineesnicns made’
and (b) hies fear fir the safety of the Sudeten Germans

within
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ML -4- #4903, Sept,25,1938 7 p.m,, from Berlin

within this area, He claims the cnly way in which he A
can assure himself of their safety 1s by actual pre=
senee «f German troops as the Czechs withdraw,

In the course cf the conversaticn Hitler gave

Chamberlain his word'ef henor that if this matter

il

wETE 1iquidated Germany would be "a satisfied paw:r“.

HT

=

He said they would keep up their claim on Great Britain

e

for eclenies but that nobedy could imagine a German

T

mobilization fcr this purpese and “lict they would be
"satisfied as far as the continen® cf Europe was con= H
cerned,” After Hitler had refused Chamberlain's memorane g

dum ¢n the grounds above outlined he presented an alter=-

native mEmcfandum. Chamberlain pointed out that it read -
14ke on ultimatum and Hitler thereupcen stated that j
Chamberlain rculd change the memcrandum in any way h:i

enw f1t 1f he did net (repeat nct) alter the fundamentals,
namely, orempt cceupaticn by German scldieras of the
dismuted anw. Any changes ecculd bE made in tone, Et
ceteri, A number of changes were made and a number of

atntementas were rejected frem litlerl!a memorandum,

In the first conversaticn Hitler had been inasiatent
in resneet £ tre Pclish and Hungarian elaima in Czech= 3
oslovakin, Chamberlain had taken the o siticn that they
were there t: discuas the .'.ur"'irl'_trr' erman queastion. In .
the subsequent ccnverantion Hitler did nct railse the .




WL -6- #4938, Sept.25,1938 7 p.m., frem Berlin

The matter was only
ovakin

Polish and Hungarian questions.

raised inferentially when guarantees fcr Czechesl

were discussed. Hitltf declared he was ready to glve

any kind ¢f a guarantee desired "after the questions

(plural) «f mincrities have been settled".

y=

In closing cur e.nversati-n Henderscn returned

again t- the danger «f war in a reversal of Chamberlain's E

pcliey and expressed the urgent hcpe “hat scme means

cculd be fcund whereby the Americon Gevernment in the

first instance and the Zrﬁauh.quernmEnt dlao could EX=
pres~ ¢ nfidence 1 n -Gl eesnttdealy ond hopes for his

sueccess in overt ng catastroephe,

e L - T e o
e i, e g g R 82
L i
Gty . il i 1] s s T A e

arEhas

I am the m re impressed by Henderscn's e.nvietion
as t Hitler's determination’ t¢ take matters inte his -l
cvn honds if thia preblem is ntt settled ﬂntiéfnctcrily
f r him by the fact that in the rast HEnders;n has bEeEn g
dubicus ¢ £ Hitler's intentien t. precipitate matters by :

1aunchings cttack. His present belief 1s undcubtedly

arcused by the eluse ¢, ntact he has had with Hitler in i
this recent series (f discusslcni, I
Renented t Faria, Linden,
4 i
|
GW : EVMPE
&1




MID _ GRAY
Berlin
e Dated September 25, 1931,

Rec'd, 1l a,.m.

Secretary cf State,
Washington.

— s e

] 491, September 25, [1 Ae M

The press this morning fElturESthE transmission of the T}I

German memorandum tc Praha, the prespective trip of French
ministers tc London and the two speeches delivered yesterday
by Mussolini,

Mussolinli's speeches are interpreted editorially as a
elear demonstration of the solidity of the Rome-Berlin Axis
which is ncw described as the "spine of Europe" whluh BEnes
and Stalln are trying to break, The foreign press, particu=
larly the British, 1s attacked for spreading rumcrs of war
at the very time when Hitler and Chamberlain were agreeing
upon a plan for peace in face of Czech orovocation in the
form cf general mobilization,

The gist ¢f furthrr editorial comment is that the re-
sponsibility fcr war or veace nuw rlearly rests with iraha
which must revly with a eategorical yes or no., Germany and
England are in agreement upon the basie idea of self-deter-
mination fcr the Sudeten Germ:.ns cnd the only problem is

how

it



MJD -2- No, 491, September 25, 11 a, m.’ from Berlin

how tc acecomplish it; it is haﬁdlr ccneeivable that Praha

weuld go te wor over a matter ¢f method. The Godesberg con-

versntions were devoted nct to a consideration of mere extene
'sive German demands but to the question of a practical execu=

tion of the right of self determination.

Almost no mention is made of folish and Hungarian

minorities and such comment as appears is confined to ex-

pressions ¢f pained surprise that London nand Paris have not

betteEr underatood the claims of fhesﬁ naitionalities,

This ia the lenst violent tone in thf German press

which we hove seen in weeks,

WILSON

DDM
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| TELEGRAM RECELVED
) ¢’
ML T i—lass ]
This message muast be r]o“ﬁﬁhﬂﬂ Berlin
paraphrased befi re being i
eccmmunicated tc anyone. (A) Dated September 25,1939
Reeld r?: p. m p
Bpepe
. 2 'DT?ISIQ ORmaet ‘f""“'
SEcretary.  f 3tate EUROPEAN AFFAIN
o 15 o b
Washingten F.SEP26 1938 €y
3 ke S 4
{  DEPARTMENT OF STAli j'}"
492, “eptember 25, 1 p. m. i
S TRICTLY CChra DE s Ll
Military Attache reocrts reserves beine gradually
A v and'seeretly called te rﬁlnrs. UVirmal werk end leave
P given Lerlin garrison, The fully mcbilized Eighth
&
.' Divisicn was ohzerved in Upper Silesia ¢n thr twenty-

fourth m ving scuth between ﬁunEl and Lechschutz,
‘urvey indicates an advance state of readineas cof

of air .ftrce with four hundred bombers cnnczntratta on

< fields in Berlin, Air defense’'measures fip BeErlin very

complete, Please rereat te War Devartment,

EMB .

T
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

is messag e rmuat bEe 1Erlﬁ*
nlosely paraphrasegd bE=
fore being commmnicated Dated September 26, .1
to anyonee (C)
Reo'd 12130 pema
" Seeretary of State,

Vashington,

RUSH,

495, SeEptember 26, 2 paie

The feeling abroad in antl eipation of Hitler's
speech tonight appears to be more apprehensive than
in Germany eEven though Hitler 1s calling a confeErence
of his advisers, on foreign affairs early this afternoon
and 1t 18 impoasible to reach them untll evening.

I had a talk with Woerlup, told him of the tension
abroad and asked whether there is any reassuring meEssage
I could send my Govermment. %Woerlup was In general re=
gssuring. He sald he did not antleipate any unusual
announcement in the speech although of course he had
not seen it, He sald "the word is with the Czechs and
until they answer I do not believe we will do anything
startling",

I asked hin whether Hitler had given assurance to
Chamberlain that no violent step would be taken while
negotiations were pendings Woerlup replied that Hitler

had




-2- #495, September 26, 2 pem, from Berlin

had assured Chamberlain in the Berchtesgaden conversations . 1

that barring "catastrophioe" events in Czechoslovakia he :

jmuld make no move while negotiations were under way. .!f ;

Woerlup felt that I was safe in sending you a reassuring 'E

message. He added that Mussolini's emphasis on Octobsr 1 ;":
gave the whole matter more of the form of an ultimatum

than the situation justificd, E

Repeated to Paris, London, Praha, Warsaw, : I

.

WILSON - 1 gﬁ
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i bt TELEGRAM RECEIVED

. : DIVISION OF ; i
J - | - ROPEAN AFFAIRS - 0

FROM SE 1938

g ; _DEPARTMENT OF STATL
MJD i Berlin

This tele~ram must be Dated September 26, 1938,
closely naraphrased E
before beins comrunicated Rec'd, 3:25 p. m. : 3
to anyone. - (A)

. '
e TR

Secretary of State, : ki
“fashington, _Q :
D '

498, September 26, 7 p. m.

The Military Attache informs me that one of his asslist- (Of

ants has reportgd by telephone to him from Gorlitz in Lower

-

1“ 0 Silesia that on the mornine of the 26th he witnessed the

e movement of the Eighth Corps concisting of two divisions, up
|
to -the Czech frontler between Melsse and the Polish borcer. l
'his corps was accompanied %y two tank regiments, the 15th .
anidd 16th, taur. ivinr pround to the Yelief that the corvs 7
haos been siven ran of fensive mission, )
—
On fterncon of the Z6th | ltnesse 11l in 0
vicinity of the Gorlitz the movement of modernizi column
i i rd - Cor in the 4irec« m irEslau,
Please repeat: to "iar Department,
| 1 ,-.'.
n £ ':
-




ILm{,ku[u,_,
““ puUnRt

Berlin

e pust bE Neted

ly paraphrased
‘orc velng-communicante
nyones (A=1)

<
~=_MEggERSMITY

September 27, B8 p. m
OCIToCWT iaL FOR THE SECHR-TLRY.
Just hed n talk with Hendexson. He bellcves that
theTe is some ﬂttftiing chanze In the situntion Hitler
order fulYt mobilization and nttack ofter Chomberlain's

before the House of Commons, He a-id that Slr Hornce

hod come to urge Hitler to be moder~ie in his spetch,

not see that the offer of a suarantee by England and Fr nctE

of Czeeh fulfillment of the British plan hns modE any Impree-

&k

4

on the Germons. Chemberl-in, he says, 18 tired, He does

1e-will Cormons tomorrow but he feels
ame to Chamberlain from President Roesevelt urgln
te do his utmost to keep Grezt Jritain from engnging in

war snd précipitating 2 general Europecn conflogrotion OVED

auestion Flready agreed upon in rninciple might be of some
navail,.
Always before Hitler has left himself o way out and until

/
VETY




Ly S - | m, rrom Berlin

MJD «=2= No, 505, September 27, © Do

FE1t th-t such o.woy woas (e  Very o

very recent doys I hove
recently, howevEr, het has so committed himself cnd so  burnt e
hiz bridzes thot I cannot see any hope thot he will rctire i |

mitepinlly from the positlon t-ken, Hence, I cmrdriven to - o

the Belief thot only = decided ‘chonge in the ttitude of -'_".;'r_'r:h-_"'
glovokin ns set forth in their nnawer to Hitler's memornaum %J
will prevent a Germ-n ottack within the nesr future. From. ine
form-tion avalloble here there is every indiention thnt Fronce Tfl
)
= |

and Cre-t Britoin will declare wor in ‘thot event,  JE e thus

on the eve of ‘a full sized Euronean war unless some dromntic i

and unexpected event turns the tide. ;
e

Repeated to Parls and London,

. WILSON v

PEG .
oW i
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. TELEGRAM RECEIVED S

Y MJID ——————— Berlin Y
| This telegram must be . Dated September 28, 1938, -.
clos®ly paraphrased ! -
before being communicated Rec'd, 4:25 p, m,
to anyone, (A)
Secretary of -State, ,
. FAlb
Washington, SEP 29,1938 !
514, September 28, 7 p, m, '“'“‘5‘*'! l
I made an appointment to see "eizsaecker at 1 o'eclock B
today., HRibbentrop was unavailable, In view of the ecircum= .
stances I felt it appropriate to inguire direct from a high
German authority ﬂoncFrning the situation, Inasmuch as I was :
- at 1 o'clock waiting for a telephone connection with you, I
sent Gilbert to the Foreipgn Office in my place, Gilbert ree
ports his conversation as follows: Knowing him as . I do I
could fecl that "lfelzsaeeker was definitely seeking for 'a }
peaccful solution but was unable in any expression to go °
beyond the Chancellor's dcclarcd position, He stated that
the ﬂivsfgcncc fctwurn the Czech and Germun positions was ﬁ
execedingly narrow inasmuch as on the matter of ceasion no
question of principle remalned. He anid thet the zEchs P
had already de facteo granted such cession and that a1l that I
Germany now =sked wos rapld rother than n deloyed imple-
mentetion of thot agreement, Germeny he s0id would not oba
gct to thi tomrrily so 1 protrac edure vwed Eﬁ
r
\E ms- o 0 noiry . } t i tf-'-.'L':_:.r..il*_.
ot X




MJD =2= No, 514, Segptember 28, 7 p, m, from Berlin
’ P ’ P

not ﬁrﬁinary. The Czechs after granting the ccssinﬁ hrd ine
stituted an unnecessory regime of repression and violence in 8
the Sudeten German area, The cirecumstances thet twe hﬁndred ii
thousand Sudeten Germans had slready f1ed to Germany was Evi-ﬂ}
dence of this, It was self-evident that their coming could  ;5;
not be instigated by Germany, They come beenuse they felt .
they had renson to fear the Czechs, This was a situntion {}

which was intolernble to the German people. It wns one theot

could not be protracted, IIn similar circumstances any other ;
naotion would feel the same, The Czech Government seemed to j: 3
fear that the German forces would not rcstriet themselves to 4
the Sudeten aren, Although resenting such a viewpoint Ger-

many had suggested a "screer' of neutrel troops (or perhaps ;-
of the British Legionh) between the German ond Czech forces,
* This would give Proha if it wrs sincere in the cession of
the territory all the security necessary. He felt,
however, that nlthough Benes hnd granted the eession é
under pressure that he wns now plncing every obstnele |
in the woy of its implementntion in order to bring about

a general war, He added that he felt thot everything

would have been settled long ngo hnd it not been for

Bents himaé&i&f He stated that Praha had not given n

wriften answer to the Hitler memorondum but that a2 ree

fusal hnd been conveyed through the medium of the
British




i} )1 MJD =3« No, 514, 3eptember 28, 7 .ps m, from Berlin

British Embnzay.,

In enswer to o qut:tiqn_Whath.r Germany would -be
w111ing for the entire occupntion of the Sudeten nren '
pending a finnl settlement to be ﬁnd-rtﬁhﬁn by neutral
forces "“eizanecker-snild thrt the difficulty lay in the

time element which wns the pressing foctor,

TILSON
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REB

GRAY
are FrROM

Berlin
Dated September 28, 1938
Rec'd 4:55 De Ny

Secretary of State,

Washington,

515, September 28, 8 p, m,

The Italian Ambassador has just informed us that

Hitler has issued invitations for a meeting with him in
(that?)

Munich tomorrow of Mussolini and Daladier have acoepted
thet no reply has yet been received from Chamberlain
who 1s at present speaking in the House of Commons and

that his acceptance 1s taken for granted,

All thls 1s confirmed by Henderson and whilc I was

talying to him Goering called him and obviously was

e ——

urging strongly that Chamberlain accept.

Henderson says that in his conversation with Hitler
this morning the Chancellor was much more moderate, that

they had been working on an 1dea of German troops

ocecupying the major portion of those territories pre-

dominantly Germanic with British legionaries to

occupy

-
5 l;
those territories whose fate 1a to be decided oy r}Luiﬁuit¥:
P_"J

AEpEateEd to H')m::, Lr’:"-ﬁr.:':JI :'-nr'I."., Prah 1

iy Warasaw, TR =

WILSON




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

: aro FrRoM
MY
'his: teElesr-a nmust be
qlnqﬂ?y porophrcsed HE- lated September 20, 1038
fore bein-. comiuniccted

to cnyone, () Ee'd

SEcrEtory: of State

51%, “entember 29, noon.

arm ra AT TR TmMT AT
&

Geiat learns from Cestapo sources thot orders Feve

bEEN issted by Mitler for the Eatire 8 3 and Arbeitsdienst

to hold theiwmelves ready tol =zo v th thr Sudeten rEilliorps
into tle “"Aeten arec. It is plcnned that the occupition
will tole loce by these foreces :; policeE units rother
thon by “ewran troops.

Prea-uwcbly this plan is nocdicated—on : pEeeful
Evacuction Ly Czech forces ns it i3 inconceiveble thet

sveh foreces could be wsed for tttcek,

o
b
:
3
2

]
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A ' TELEGRAM RECEIVED -
L7 : :
MY ' Berlin -
This te¥ecgram must be FROM 43
closely paraphrased be- + Doted September 29, /1038 3
fore bein communicated - E
to anyone, (B=-1) ; NEc'd 9:40 c.m,
). A
Secretary of State himsgiied i .
: ’ N AFFAIR ’
"leghinzton ‘ 1 .
ME i J
Sle, --EPtEMbEP ﬁ. 1l Paell, _EERT e J ]
Supnlementing my 512, September 28, 5 pem. ' E_
Tie following baclkground on the !funich meeting today '
wes lecrned at the French Embcagy logt night: VYhen Froncois LE
Poncet talked to Vitler yeoterdoy morning ns o reasult of his
urgent inatructions he found the latter continued to be
. - LA
most violeat in his tiredes cgoinst the €zechs which Fitler \
i descrited oa “liongols and not 31lovs', Fitler told Poncet J
thet if »e hod been dealing witli the Mremch on suech o ;
question no such situction would have developed as now s -

i Existed “n the 3vdeten arec and cited the Scor plebigeite

~n extmmle of how such questions could be arranged,

Poncet renlied thot if motters i been orronged todew ca
in the ZScor aueation they woulr riot be Faced with the nife
gent ce risia, In the Sanr, combined internationsd
- i, Aam A = S 2 r R Y Vo, = Asw - o 5 N %y
forces EER adent in Tiraot to P orde: rn OCUrE ‘4
-
foir vote while in this case tler wanted "ermon nilitory
gecupotion Tirat cnd a plebiaseite loter, E'w thin o
| g - 1it etion 1 £t LL 1 1
| = ,
' ¥ ¥ L 1: 1 a1 _|"| ili 5 [




MY ~2m Wo. 510, September 29, 1 pem, from Berlin

Czechoslovalria would bring in England and France against
her witlin ¢ few days and that in Poncet's opinion would
eventually bring American countries into a war against

Germany, _Ere Mibbontrop 1nt:rpaa:d to say thnt Germany

was stronz enouzh to face Lnr coubination of pon:rs.

Poncet went on to suzgest that if 7itler was so concerned

over tl't 7 sorders in the Sudeten area why EOuld it not

be poasible to send French troops in to keep order until

a plen could be worked out, The conversation was broken

off et this point as Titler was stmmoned to the telephone F.

to tallr witl: ‘vssolini,  Yhen he came back he promised not

~to take en action until he made a written reply to the ¢

French note which Poncet had presented (of which we are not
informec recspecting the precisec contents). He said thet
he would have an important meassa- e for Poncet shortly,

Poncet returnced to the Embessy and early yesterday
afternoon vwics called urgently to thE Fcy:ign Office to sEE
Ribbontrop wio said that "itler and l'uvssollinl were meeting
in "niek Sodoy and thaot Mitler wonld 1llke at the soame tine
to arnfer yith Doladier an! Cluomberloin, Poncet got i:
toveh at oner witlh Porio ond hod an occceptance of  the
invitation by Doladier within an hour, Poncet left loat
nigzat for =ichs

/

e mpnch &re of thie opinicon that the orizinol

suggcation
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MY =3= No, 518, September 29, 1 peme from Berlin

Suggestion for the meeting ‘eame from Chamberlain but ©
it was cc'mally proposed by !fussolini in his telephone

conversotion with Hitler yesterday morninge

WILSON
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TELEGRAM RE( Mﬁ“‘; ﬁg@g'
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RAW DEPARTMENT OF §1
- This telegram must be - m -
clQseXy paraphrased be~ FROM gerin (part air) ke
fore being communicated
to anyone. (C) : Dated October 5, 1938, k
' Ree'd 8:30 a.m., 6th, &
Secretary of State, ;
Washington, 4
529, October 5, 2 p.ms (SECTION ONE) » |
One, In a conversation which I had with Welzsaecker -
and in the conversations of the Counselor of this Embassy o

with the French and British Counselors as reported in the

8
7
Embassy's 528, October 5, 1 pem., certain problems associated ’}f
with the Munich settlement were discussed, | l i
Both the British and French Counselors spoke in strungly'ﬁ ;
condemnatory terms concerning the prccipitatz nature and the J
character of Poland's action in the case of Teschen, Parls
and London had protested at arsaw and Berlin had joined in
this protest, It was not known whether Rome had taken any
action in this manner, Speculations were volced concerning
the reality of Berlin's protest and although there was a
general inclination to credit it with good faith, there
Exiasted thé.pﬂssibility of 1ts having to do with more gEneral .

and undisclosed German=Polish understandings.

=
Hajﬁrding
=

=
"




a m

-2=- 529, October 5, 2 pem., from Berlin,

Regarding Hungary, the French and the British feel
certain that she will obtain the return of her minorities,
Pr:as‘repurta are to the effect that Hungary has demanded,
and Czechoslovakia has accepted, direct negotiations for a
settlement of this question, The situation in Budapest !%1
seems, however, to be nbaéurz concerning the extent of th: -h%
territory which Hungary might desire to gain. If Hun gary 5

had wanted: to take strong unilateral action she was now in

any event presumably restrained by Rumania and Yugoslavia, 2

Thus whatever might be the eircumstances, while Poland had - 71?
gained her ends in an outwardly discreditable manner, Hungary ;:f
would probably gain hers in an outwardly "creditable" manner, .1 

The French and British Counselors and Welzsaecker con= e
firmed the public bellef that the Slovak and Ruthenian ques=-
tions had not been specifically raised ‘at Hunich, Respecting
Ruthenla they were both under the impression that consistent ;
with repeated enunciations by the Chancellor durlng the past
vear of his objection to the crcation of "new minoritics"
and also for political and military strategic reasona, Germany
did not wiah the establislment of a common frontler bLetween
Poland and Hungary.. As a check to Germany, Italy might de-

i
sire a stronger Hungary assoclated with Poland by a common

frontier. But it wns not !'mown whether Rome would attempt




-3= 529, October 5, 2 pem., rom Berlin,.

to play any role in this matter, The present situation in
Slovakia is not at all clear, There had long bé:n differ= A
Ences in popular opinion in Slovakia but there was as yvet
nothing definlte as to how the majorities lay, particularly
as affected by the new circumstances. It was fait, howEvVEr,
that if Praha acted quickly and wisely respecting the grant-
ing to the Siovaka what thEy sought, it would be entirely
posslble for Praha to retain Slovakia, It was also believed 18
without going into certain differences in the respective
situation thatjthz same was gEnerally t;UE regarding Ruthenia,
On this score Welzsaecker spoke of the great difficulty of
knowing what the Slovaks rsallyldzsirzd.. HeE said that the |
German Government had received four communications from h
different Slovak groups (one from Geneva) all advocating
different things, :

In the course of these conversations it was manifest
that the French and British Embassies fully recognized that
the jubllation of the public in CGreat Britain and France and
also largely in Germany and Italy was at present almost solely
based on escape from a dreaded war and that every effort must
now be made by Paris and London and in fact to a degree by i

EVEry capital to follow the present situation through to the

establishment

L 1l
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¥\
-4=- 529, October 5, 2 psm., from Zerling b}
establishment of conditions in all directions which would 5
make for a durable pEacEs. g - :L

b

(END SECTION ONE)

WILSON
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Dated October 6, 1938
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Washingtonge =h ;|¢
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530, October 6, 5 De Mo

The general tone of the Berlln press since the
anncuﬂgzmcnt of the Four Power Agreement presents a
narked contrast to that manifested after the incorpora=
tion of Austria, Except in the most extreme papers such
as the SCHWARZEKORPS organ of the S.8. there has been
virtually no expression of an attitude of defiant triumph
and no erowing over the German victory. Instead the
predominant note has beEen relief af the avoidance of ware
The "broad statesmanship" and "courageous vision" of
tler are, of course, enthusiastically heralded and he
is lauded as having made possible a new era of European
pEace based on realistic negotiation between the GovErn=
ments rather' than on the detested Geneva system of
colleetive security, Mussolini, too, is warmly pralsed on .
these grounds but at the same time homage is pald to .
Chamberlaln and Daladier in thelr roles as saviours of

=
neaces There seems to have BEen a Agelibernte desire to

creatE




REB
2=#530, From Berlin,Oct.6,5p.m,.

create an impression of appreciation in Germany of thelr
pulinf which would serve to strengthen thz'ﬁalitical
position of these two statesmen in th?ir own countries and
to Juaéify_ghzir action in Munich, Chamberlain's opponents
in England are bitterly attacked as pseudo-liberals who
gither deliberately or otherwise are acting under the
influence of MHoscow, .

Although in the 1ight of the poliey in Gzrﬁany of
rigid control of the press this attitude is obviously

officially inspired it nevertheless seems to reflect to a

large degree the viewpolnt of the great mass of the

' GErman people who were appalled at the thought of a world

war, whose primary reaction to the Hunlch agreement was

one of profound relief that it had been avolded, and who
are apparently genulnely ready to give full credit to
Chamberlain for tzing to a cunsiézrahlc extent responsible
for preventing war. Even desplte the HPEGESﬂf‘Lll outcome
of Hitler's policy there is still noticeable a feeling of
FEsEﬁtmEnt that he could hring the nation to the very brink
of war,

Editorial comment with regard to Benes' resignation

conslats in general of a review and condemnation of his
policy




REB

3=-#530, From Berlin,Oct.6,5pems

poliey particularly foreign policy, of the last twenty
years, The hope is expressed that future Czech Governments
will fundamentally alter Benes! ‘course thus permitting

friendly cooperation between Germany and Czechoslovakia,

g w B e
oF = T L R

a relationship to which Germany is ready to contributg
its full share.

No mention has been made editorially of the Polish
and Hungarian minorities in Czechoslovakia. Prominence
1s daily given, however, to news despatches from Warsaw

and Budapest relative to these matteras,

WILSON
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The Honorable : %NUV 291938

The Secretary of State,
o ~ Washington. s
x kﬁ}§: . vf

I have the honor to transmit a review of
o;unt.n in the German-Czechoslovak crisis cover-
ing the period between Herr Hitler's Relchatag
speech of February 20 and the settlement arrived
at in Munich on September 29. While this review
makes no attempt to deal with all the various in-
ternational a_mglaa involved, it is fairly compre-
hensive as regards the part played by Germany and
it is hoped that it will be found useful as fur-
nishing a record of, the dispute as observed from

Berlin.
Respectfully aur’r,
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The practical identity of the Austrian and Sudet-
en German guestions, both of which have been forced
to a solution in the year 1938, was established in
the following phrases in Herr Hitler's speech of
February 20 before the German Relochstag:

#"Two of the countries adjoining our
frontiers alone contain a mass of 10 mil-
lion Germans. Up until 1866 they were
still united with the whole German people
in a constitutional federation. TUntil
1918 they fought shoulder to shoulder
with the German soldiers in the World War.
Against their will they were prevented by
the Peace Treatles from uniting with the
Reich. & This in itself is sad enough.But
there is one thing regarding which there
must, in our eyes, be mo doubt. Constitu-
tional severance from the Reich cannot
bring about a deprivation of all national-
pokitical rights, that is to say, the gen-
eral rights of national self-determinaticnm,
whioch, the way, were solemnly promised
us in wWilson's 14 Points as a condition
precedent for the armistice; (this) can-
not be simply ignored merely because the
pecple in E:'“ on are Germans. It is 4n-
tolerable the long run for a world r
with a Just appreciation of itself (Belbst-
Rﬂgﬂﬂm}h know that there are fellow-
countrymen at its side who, because of
their sympathies or their close ties with
the nation as a whole, its destinies and
its philosophy of life, are constantly sub-
Jected to the most severe suffering. Just
as England watches over her interests
throughout the whole world, so will the
Germany of to-day also watch over her in-
terests and protect them, even though they
be 20 much more limited. And one of these
interests of the German Reich is the protec-
tion of those German fellow-countrymen on
our frontiers who are not able by their own
power to secure for themselves the right to
ordinary humen, political and ideological
freedom."

- -




The justrien Ansohluss. On Marh 13 Austria =
ron-u;m-;mu the German Reich. au_ur-
al German planes having inadvertently flown over !
Czechoslovak territory, the Czechoslovek Minister
in Berlin made representations to Gemeral GSring
from whom he received assurances that "nothing re-
specting Czechoslovakia was sontemplated™(Bubassy's
telegram No. 120, March 13, 3 p.m.).

The Germen Plebiscite Campaign. In his speech-
es delivered during the propaganda campaign prior
to the "plebiscite"™ on April 10, the Fihrer again
and again reiterated his determination not to tol-
erate the oppression of 10 million Germans on the
Reich's frontiers (Embassy's despatch No. 73 of
April 5, 1938). Inasmuch as it could be assumed '
that the problem had been definitely closed as re- |
gards the same 6 1/2 million Austrian-Germans,Herr (f
Hitler could be regarded as giving a warning with
respect to the 3 1/2 million Sudeten Germans,even
though at that time he chose to speek only in math-
ematical parables.

tish Prime 's Speech h 24.
Prime Minister Chamberlain delivered a declaration J
before the British House of Commons, in which he {
pointed out that England's concern in the Czechoslo-
vak question was not on the same footing as its in-
terest in safeguarding the 1n£aar1ty.or France and
Belgium. He declared England's unwillingness to

guarantee
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guarantee Czechoslovakia against attack or to as-
sociate itself directly with France's securlty
pact ﬂ:i*r.t; Czechoslovakia (both of which steps,Cham-
berlain said, exceeded England's obligations under
the League Convention). At the same time,however,

he asserted:

"Where peace and war are concerned,
legal obligations are not.alone involved,
and, if war broke out, it would be unlike-
ly to be confined to those who had assumed
such obligations. It would be quite im-
possible to say where it would end and what
governments might become involved. The in-
exorable pressure of facts might well prove
more powerful than formal pronouncements,
and in that event it would be well within
the bounds of probability that other coun-
tries, besides those which were parties to
the originel dispute, would almost immediate-
ly become involved. This is especially true
in the case of two countries like Great Brit-
ain and France, with long associations, with
interests closely interwoven, devoted to the
same ideals of democratic liberty, and deter=
mined to uphold them."™

Henlein's Carlsbad Eight Demands. Speeking
on April 24 before a gathering of the Sudeten Ger-
man Party in Carlsbad, Konrad Hemlein - no doubt
in agreement with the highest Heich German author-
ities - put forth the following "eight demands™
which for the first time made the world scutely 1
conscious of the Sudeten Germen guestion: |
(1) Full equality of status for Czechs -
and Germans.
2 (2) A guarantee for this equality by the
recognition of the Sudeten Germans as

a legal body innnrp-nnti.

(3)




(3)

-4 - I

Determination and legal recognition of

ﬂ’/ the Germen areas within the State.

(4) “Tull self-government for the German
areas.

(5) Legal pmﬁatiu;n for every citizen liv- i
ing outside the area of his own nation- ’
ality.

(6) Removal of injustice inflicted since
1918 and reparation for the damages
thereby caused.

(7) Recognition of the principle: Within
the German areas German officials.

(8) PFull liberty to profess German nation-
ality and German political philosophy.

In addition Henlein demanded in effect that the

Czechoslovak Government revise its foreign policy
which had led the country into the ranks of the ene-
mies of the German people.

The German press accorded lmmediate support to
Henlein's demands and portrayed the Sudeten German
question as having become a "European problem" (Exn-
bassy's telegram No. 198, April 25, 2 p-m.)-

The Period May 1 = May 22. 1In a series of speech- '
es delivered on the German National Holiday of Mey 1,
“Henlein affirmed his resolve not to withdraw one iota
from his demands, desoribing them as the minimum rath-
A3 er than the maximum of the Sudeten Germans' require-

mentas




:

As a result of the visit of the French FPre-
mier and Foreign Minister te London, the British
and French governments decided to take joint steph
in Prague to advise the Czech Government to offer
concessions to the Sudeten Germans. The British
Ambassador in Berlin was also instructed to inform
G8ring of the joint demarche and to urge Germany
against taking any action which might endanger
peace (Bmbassy's telegram No. 223, May 5, 4 p.m«).
The British Ambassador also saw Reich Foreign Min-
ister von Ribbentrop who described the issue as ome
primarily between the Czechoslovak Government end
the Sudeten Germans and assured the British Ambassa-

dor that Germany would not attack Czechoslovakia pro-
vided that no attack was made upon the Sudeten Ger-
mans (Embassy's telegram No. 246, May 14, 8 p.m.).

In the meantime the German press started a
running fire of protest against alleged Czech mi s-
treatment of the Sudeten Germans.

On May 13 a speciesl guard celled the "Volun-
tary Protective Service" was established by the
Sudeten Germans ostensibly to defend th-anual'ren
againet further attack.

-22 "Crisis.® The increasing ten-
gion in the Sudeten area, which arose with the ap-
p_rumh of the communal elections set for May 22,
was reflected in fresh outbursts in the German press

against a new series of incidents culminating in the
gshooting of two Sudeten Germans by Czech frontlier

]

guards.




guards. Herr Hitler sent a wreath to the funeral
of the victims and the German press indignation at
the shooting reached a pitch as vehement as t.h_nt
immediately preceding the ocoupation of Austria.
These developments seemed to mark the end of all
pretense to dissimulate the Reich's _a.i.rnt and im-
mediate interest in the fate of the Sudeten Germans.
Ostensibly on the report that Germany had massed
troops at the border, the Czechoslovak Government de-
creed a partial mobilization, calling up several class-
@8 of reserves. Although no unusual troop movements
were observed on the German side (Embassy's telegram
No. 263, May 23, 6 p.m.), the situation gave the ap-
pearance of becoming increasingly tense. The Brit-
ish Ambassador called twice upon Herr von Ribbentrop
on May 21, first, to state that the British uo-ra[m—
ment was pressing Prague to come to an agreement with
Henlein, and on the other hand to urge moderation of
the German Government; and on the second dccasion
to warn the German Government, in terms of the Brit-
ish Premier's declaration of March 24, of the possi-
ble consequences of hasty measures. The British
Ambassador was somewhat cooly received and indeed
met with a response which can only be desoribed as
a rebuff (Embassy's telegram No. 261, May 22, 12 pm.).
The (allegedly) unauthorized step taken by certain
subordinates in the British Embassy to order special
cars for the evacuation of their families from Berlin
served substantially further to discredit the British

Government in German eyes.

Following
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- with which was mixed high indignation against Brit-
_4ish ™meddling" over the week-end of May 22.

-7 =

Following en approximately 90% victory for
the Henlein Party in the local Sudeten German
elections, tension relaxed and the Gemman press
attacks receded to a pitch of suppressed vehemence

el

!

Hitler's Decision of May 28. Unknown at the
time to the general public and only subsequently

disclosed in his Nuremberg speech of September 12,
the Filhrer on this date gave orders for the taking
of those military measures which, he said, were de-
signed to prevent a repitition of the calummy =
":I.nf-nlarnh].o for a great Power"™ - which Germany had
suffered through reports circulated abroad that the
Reich had mobilized troops on the week-—end of May
22 and had been "bluffed out"™ of marching into
Czechoslovekia by pressure from Great Britain and .
France. In their practical effect these measures
marked the beginning of the wide concentration of
German military forces which was to play such an
important role in bringing pressure to bear upon
Prague and the western Powers.

The specific orders which the Filhrer gave on
May 28 were to strengthen gtill further the army
and air force end to rush to completion before the
beginning of winter Germany's western fortifications.
There followed thereafter Gdring's order of June 28
opening the way for a forced conscription of civilian

labor




labor for the comstruction of the western forts.
Btarting in August, a greater number of reservists
than ever before were called up for training and,
moreover, fér the first time since the war, re-
serve divisions were joined with the regular army
for maneuvers (although it wes officially stated
this step was decided upon a year ago). The law
of July 13, considerably enlarging the power of
the military authorities to requisition and com-
mandeer private property end services, completed
the legal structure whereby wirtual mobilizatiom
could be carried out without a general mobiliza-

tion order.

Hess' Speech of June 12. Since his speech-
es delivered during the plebiscite campaign, Herr
Hitler had remained silent on the Sudeten German
issue and was to say nothing further publicly un-
+il his concluding speech at NHuremberg on Septem-
ber 12. Aside from the press and several minor
Party orators who kept the issue ardently allve,
“the most important proclamation in the interval
was made by the Filhrer's Deputy, Herr Hess, who,
speaking in Stettin on July 12 said, with respect
to Czechoslovakis: "It is clear and unmistakable
to all eyes: This State is no longer in a posi-
tion to maintain calm end order within ite fron-
tiers, is n& longer able to protect the life of

its own citizens. This Stete has become & center

of denger for the peace of BEurcpe."




The Period June 12 - July 26. This period
wes one of comparative calm. On June 7 the Su-
deten German Party transmitted to the Czechoslo-
vak Government a l4-point memorandum embodying
and elaborating Henlein's original eight demands.
Various counter-proposals of the Czech Government

as published in the foreign press were sporadical-
ly attacked in the German newspapers as insuffi-

cient.

Appointment of Lord Rwiciman, July 26. Onm
this date the British Government entrusted Lord

Runciman with the mission of mediating between
the Sudeten Party and the Czech Government. The G
German press greeted his appointment with reserve
and skepticism (Embassy's telegram No. 380, July
2‘?..‘, 3 pel.)-

According to the British Prime Minister's
House of Commons speech of September 28, the Ger-
man Foieign Minister also reserved Germany's attl-
tide in a conversation with the British Minister,
stating that it must regard the matter as of pure-
ly British concern. In a personal letter addressed

to Herr von Ribbentrop on July 28, the British For-
eign Secretary expressed his regret at this attitude
and set forth the hope that Gemmany would collabor-
ate in the finding of a peaceful solution.




The "Nationality Statute™ of August 10. The
Czech Government formally placed before the Budet-

en Germesn Party its draft of the so-called "Nation-
ality Statute."” This draft was rejected by the
German press as indicating that the Czech Govern-
ment was not disposed to grant fundamental concess-
jons. The proposal for the establishment of local
assemblies and-councils was described as a "gerry-
mendering” device designed to cheat the Sudetens
of their autonomy.

own egotiat between et-
ens and the Czechs. On August 17 the Hemlein
group met with the political committee of the
Czech Government. The Sudetens' continued in- .
sistence upon the Carlsbad points led to a stand-
still although in breaking off the discussions the
Henlein group let it be known that the door still
remained opem for further negotiations. As the
British Prime Minister stated in his speech of
September 28, Lord Runciman thereupon sought to
bring about a resumption of discussions on a new
basis.

German Milita laasures: < Attention may now
be shifted to the German military measires which,
as they began to assume an intensified form early
in August, caused serious comcern to Great Britain
and France as indicating that the Reich was deter-
mined to seek a solution of r.hlw Sudeten problem by

autonomy -
In
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In his House of Commons speech on September
28, the British Prime Ministér reported that the
British Ambassador in Berlin was instructed to
make representations concerning these military
preparations on the ground that they jeopardized
Lord Runciman's work, as well as the peace of
Burope. Replying to these representations in a
letter, Herr von Ribbentrop refused to discuss
the military measures and stated that the British
efforts in Prague had only served to increase Czech
intransigeance-

In a speech delivered August 27 at Lanark, Sir
Jofin Simon, the British Chancellor of the Exchequer,
reiterated the Prime Minister's declaration of March
24. This speech was sharply attacked by the Ger-
man press as being entirely ™negative"” (Embassy's
telegram No. 407, August 29, 5 P=D=)=

Following information that several German di-
visions had been moved to the French frontier,the
French Government called up certain reservists at
the end of August, and on September 7 manned the

Maginot Line.
As disclosed in Mr. Chemberlain's speech of

| CONEET T

September 28, the British Ambassedor, after re-
turning to Berlin from London whither he hed been

called for special consultation with the Eritish
Cabinet, delivered urgent personal messages to

both the German Foreign Minister and to the State

Secrctary

| | |



Secretary in the German Foreign Office, outlining
Great Britain's probable attitude in the event of

a German attack upon Czechoslovekia. Mr. Cham-
berlain emphasized that these "personal warnings®
were delivered in the place of formal representa-
tions "whia_h might have been interpreted by the
Germen Government as a public rebuff as had been
the case in regard to the British steps taken on
May 21."

Resumption of negotistions between the Sudet-
ens and the Czechs. On August 18 Lord Runciman
had a meeting with Henlein and on August 19 the
Czech Government amnounced the appointment of
numerous Sudetens to. official posts formerly held
by Czechs in the Sudeten area. On August 21 the
Czech Government put forward new proposals which
appeared to have been regarded by the Henleinists
as g sultable basis for negotiation. Discussions
were broken off, however, by a new serlies of in-

cldents.

On September 3, the British Minister in Prague

called on Dr. Benes and while -Htﬂ.t.il-‘.'l.s that his gow-
ernment was not prepared to say whether anything
less than the Carlsbad program would suffice, he
urged Dr. Benes to go immediately and unreservedly
to the limit of concession, the more particularly
in view of possible developments at the forthcoming

Nuremberg
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Nuremberg.Party Congress. The British Minister's
representations were supported by Lord Runcimen,and
on Beptember 6, the opening of the Nuremberg Cong-
ress, the Czech Government communicated to the Su-
detens what was known as the "Fourth Plan."

In his letter of September 21 (forming item
No. 1 in the White Paper laid before the British
House of Commons on September 28 - herelnafter re-
ferred to as the "first White Pnpar"}- addressed to
the British Prime Minister, Lord Runciman gave his
opinion thet this plan embodied almost all the re- 5
quirements of the Carlsbad eight points. The Ger- .
man press received the plan with exemplary restraint i
and for a few days there was an encouraging calm - '
as it proved,a lull before the storm. On September

7 there ococurred the incident involving the arrest
and alleged mishandling of a nﬁhar of Sudeten dep-
uties at Mihrisch-Ostrau which provoked an explo-
give flareup in the German press. The Henlein
Party put forth certain demands for investigation
and reparation and after the Ozech Government had
yielded to these, negotiations on the plan were
resumed on September 10. There followed thereafter
other incidents which increased in frequency after
Herr Hitler's closing speech at the Nuremberg Cong-
ress on September 12, and on September 13 the Sudet-
en delegation refused to meet the Czech negotiating

i

coummittee

* Coples of the two pertinent British
yhite Papers are attaghed hereto.
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committee, as had been arranged.

In his letter to.the British Prime Minister,
Lord Runoiman places responsibility for the break-
down squarely upon Herr Henmlein and Herr Frank and
other extremists who, he says, had made up their
minds by this time that they did not wish a set-
tlement on the former basis. Whatever may have
been their motives, there seems to be little doubt
but what tlul Budetens took this action after con-
sultation with the Reich Government and in this
gonnection it is significant that Herr Henlein
paid Herr Hittler a first visit on September 3
and remained with him at Nuremberg for the greater

part of the National Soclallat Congress-.

ts Ge. be and dur t
Party Congress. The scene now shifts back fo the

-iplomatic front.

One reason why Henmlein and his Reich German
patrons may no longer have wished to consider a
settlement on the basis of Sudeten autonomy with-
in the Czech State may have been the following
suggestion with which the London TIMES of Septem-
ber 7 concluded its leading editorial:

"o Central Government would still
deserve its title if it did not reserve
in its own hands Defence, Forelgn Policy,
and Finance. There does not appear to be
any dispute about this principle in the
minds of the Government or of Herr Henlein;
and, if the Sudetens now agk for more than
the Czech Government are apparently ready
to glve in their latest set of proposals,
it can only be inferred that the Germans
are going beyond the mere removal of disa-
bilities and do not find themselves at ease

within
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within the Czechoslovak Republic. In
that cese it might be worth while for
the Czechoslovak Government to consider
whether they should exclude altogether
the project, which has found fawvour in
some quarters, of making Czechoslovakia
a more homogenecus State by the secess-
ion of that fringe of alien populations
who are contiguous to the nation with
which they are united by race. In any :
case the wishes of the population con-
cerned would seem to be a decisively
important element in any solution that
can hope to be regarded as permanent,
and the advantages to Czechoslovakia
of becoming a homogeneous State might
conceivably outweigh the obvious dis-
adventages of losing the Sudeten Ger-
man districts of the borderland."

Although the British Government denied that

this suggestion represented its considered official
opinion, the lead seems to have been quickly caught

up in Germany. On\t.ne German side an editorial
perhaps fully as important as that published in the
TIMES appeared in the BERLINER TAGEBLATT of Septem-
ber 9, which stated that with respect to Prague,
it has been brought home to the world that the
point at ilssue is no longer merely the ﬁtu of the
Sudeten Germans but the construction of the Czech
State as such." It was intimated that important

‘decisions on this basis had been teken in Nurem-

berg (see Embassy's telegram No. 428, September 10,

2 p-m-l-
In the meantime the British Ambassador had
been impressing upon the leading German personali-

ties in Huremberg his government's attitude as

expressed
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; expressed in the Prime m.u}ur'n speech on

March 24 and in Sir John Simon's speech on Aug-
ust 27. As the Prime Minister explained on
September 28, no direct approach was made to
Herr Hitler nimself inasmuch as it was feared
that personal representations might have a con-
trary effect to that intended.

The inflammatory speeches of Goebbels and
Géring on September 10 at Nuremberg, both only
of incidental importance, prepared the atmos-
phere for the Filhrer's E&o’ae{h on the following
Monday. On September 11 the British Prime Min-
ister gave a statement to the press emphasizing
the close ties between Great Britain and France
and pointing to the probability in certain even-
tualities of Great Britain going to the aid of
France. Although this press statement was not
menticned in Hitler's speech, it 1= assumed to
have ceused him to sharpen the tone of his ad-
dress (see Embassy's telegram No. 436, Septem-
ber 13, 7 p.m.i.

On the eve of Herr Hitler's closing speech
on September 12, the German press stressed the
necessity of "self-determination® being applied
in Czechoslovakia (see Embassy's telegream No. ;
432, September 12, 6 p.m.), and this question in-
deed formed the central theme of Herr Hitler's

apeech
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speech, although no specific modalities were sug-
gested as to how self-determination should be. car-
ried out. After describing at great length the
defensive measures on Germany's western frontier,
Herr Hitler proclaimed that the Sudeten Germans
(in contrast to the Arabs in Palestine) were
"neither defenseless nor abandoned." As the Brit-
ish Prime Minister subseguently pointed out to the
House of Commons, this speech for the first time
promised the support of the Reich to the Sudeten
Germans if they could not obtain satisfaction for
themselves.

" ¢ of ts™ in the t -
As mentioned above, the Sudeten leaders had re-
fused to meet with the Czech authorities on Sept-
ember 13 for further discussion of the "Fourth
Plan." ;

On the same day serious rioting broke out in
the Sudeten areas, causing the Czech Government to
decree Standrecht, or measures equivalent to mar-
tiul law, in the affected districts. On the same
evening tie Henlein group met and addressed a set
of demands (described in certain sections of the
American press as an "ultimatum”) to the Czechs,
stating that they could not be responsible for
the consequences if the emergency measures were

not immediately withdrawn.

_
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On the following day, September 14, Henlein
dissolved the Sudeten negotiating committee and
{issued a proclamation to the effect that the
Carlsbad program was no longer sufficient and

that the situation called for "self-determination."

Thereafter Henlein fled to Germany but appears to
have returned for a brief interval to Eger where
he issued a statement on September 15 proclaiming
the will of the Sudetens to "return home to the
Reich." TFollowing this, he occupied himself
with the formation on German territory of a Free
Corps consisting of 4 units, each containing
10,000 men, made up primarily from the Sudetens
who had fled to evade service in the Czech army-
.A.Tvrnrd may be said at this point concerning
the state of feeling in Germany, which presented
a paradoxical picture from many aspects. During
these criticel days the violence of the press -
propaganda against Czechoslovaikia was unparall-
eled. While comsiderasble uneasiness existed,
there was little public manifestation of it in
Berlin at least and it was curious to read of
demonstrations being held in London end Paris.
The German wireless stations would occasionally
interrupt their programs with news of a freeh
gzech "atrocity" and would then resume their
playing vf soft music. Although the artificial

indignation of the German press against the Czechs
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did not meet with a response which made popular
outbursts likely at this junoture, at the same |
time the events of these days furnished an ex-
emple of the ability of a totalitarian regime to |
keep public uneasiness within bounds and f rom

reaching a panic astate.
or. 's t Berchtes .« On

September 14 the British Prime Minister despatched
a telegram to Herr Hitler suggesting a meeting on
the following day (Bubassy's telegram No. 439,Sept-
ember 14, 9 p-m-). Before the House of Commons
on September 28, the British Prime Minister ex-
plained that he had this plen in mind as a last
resort, adding that "one of the principal 4iffi-
culties in dealing with the totalitarian govern-
ments is the lack of any means of establishing
contact with the personalities in whose hands lle
the final decisions for the country."

According to the Prime Minister's speech re-

ferred to above, Herr Hitler in his conversations

L

made it plein from the very first that "he had
made up his mind that the Sudeten Germans must
have the right of self-determination and of re-
turning if they wished to the Reiech"; that if
they could not achieve this by their own efforts,
he would assist them to do so, and that rather
than wait he would be prepared to risk a world
war. He also said that if the Prime Minister

could
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could give him an immediate assurance that the
British Government accepted the principle of
self-determination, he would be ready to discuss / '
ways and means of carrying it out. Mr. Chamber-
lain replied that he would have to consult his
Cabinet colleagues and in the meantime obtained
a guarantee that Glmn;r would refrain from ac-
tive hostilities until en answer had been given. o
In recounting these developments to the House of
Commons on September 28, the Prime Minister sta-
ted that he had no doubt that his "wisit alome
prevented an invasion, for which everything was
ready."

Upon retuming to London, the British Prime
Minister recalled Lord Runciman who gave substan-
tially the same advice that he later set forth in
his letter of September 21 (item No. 1 in the first
White Paper), namely, to the effect that while the
Sudetens had been responsible for a breakdown of
negotiations, a cession of territory was inevitable;
that for the Sudetens who remained in the Czech State
an arrangement similar to the so-called nFourth Plan"
should be created; and that Czechoslovakia should
adjust its internal and external policy in_such a
way that it could live at peace with ell its neigh-
bors, like Switzerlend. In the meantime publica-
tion had been made on September 15 of Signor Mus-
golini's open letter to Lord Runcimen, in which

Mussolini
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Mussolinl, after describing Czechoslovakia as a
"orocodile State™ and a fiction of Versailles,
sucgested a series of plebiscites to enable va-
rious nationalities to exercise thelir rights of
gelf-determination.

The Franco-British Plan. The consultations
in London on September 18 between the French Pre-
mier and Foreign Minister and the members of the
British Cebinet resulted in a plan which was com-
municated to the Czech Government on the follow-
ing day-

This plan, which constitutes item No. 2 in
the first White Paper, sets forth the joint opin-
jon' of the British and French Governments that
the interests of Czechoslovekia and of world
peace would best be served by the immediate trans-
fer to Gemmany of distriots in which over 50% of
the inhabitants are German. It was suggested
that the Czech Government might wish to agree to
this method of direct transfer, "as a case by it-
self," in preference to a plebiscite procedure
which might involve far-reaching consequences as
regards the other nationalities in Czechoslovakia.
It was envisaged that an international body might
be set up to deal with the adjustment of frontiers
and a possible exchange of German and Czech popu=-
lations in certein districts. In return for ac-
ceptence, the British and French Governments were

willing
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, willing to offer a guarantee against unprovoked
aggression which would replace Czech treaties
with France and Russia involving reciproocal en-

L

gagements of a military character-
On September 20 the Czech Government replied

W g

by suggesting that the Sudeten Germen question be
submitted to arbitration under the terms of the
German-Czechoslovak Arbitration Treaty of 1926.
The British and French ministers in Prague were
instructed, however, to urge immediate acceptance
of the plan in the interestis of European peace,
and on September 21 the Czech Government declared
i{ts unconditional acceptance.

On September 22 the Hodza Government resigned

and was succeeded by & national concentration Cab-
inet under General Sirovy, which, accordinig to Mr.
Chamberlain's House of Commons' statement, stood

by its predecessor's acceptance of the Franco=- 1

British plan. f
The Beginnings of the Polish and Hungerdesn

m. The Czechoslovak px_-nblam entered a new
phase with the raising of demands in the Polish
and Hungarian official press that the minorities
of these twnT countries must be accorded in equal

degree the rights to be obtained for the Sudetens.

These demands found hearty support in the Germaen

‘ pressa




press as well as in several speeches by Slgnor

Mussolini, the issue being stated in the slogan

that the "Czech Nationalities State" as estab-
lished in 1918 must be destroyed.

Considerable diplomatic activity was begun
by the Hungarian and Polish Governments. On -
September 20 the Hungarian Regent visited General
Gdring and on the following day the Hungarien
Prime Minister and Forelign Hinintnr; ;s well as
the Polish Ambassador, called on the Fibhrer at
Berchtesgaden. At the same time steps were ta-
ken by the representatives of these two countries
in London; they were informed, however, by thé
British Government that while the latter appreci-
ated the interest of these two governments in
their respective minorities, 1t hoped that they
would undertake nothing to extend the scope of
the orisis at this particular juncture. ;

The Godesberg Conversations on September 21-
23. The British Prime Minister took with him to
Godesberg certain proposals which the British and

- French Governments had agreed upon for effecting

the transfer of the Sudeten territories and for
delimiting the finel frontier.

. Although at the first meeting in Godesberg
Herr Hitler did not name any time limit for occu-
pation, he said that he cuuiﬁ not accept these
proposals on the ground that they were too dila-

tory
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)’ tory end offered the Czech Government opportuni-
ties for evasion. With respect to the proposed
guarantee for Czechoslovakia envisaged in the or- ﬁ
iginal Franco-British plan of September 20, Herr
Hitler said that he would be willing to enter in- f,ﬂ\;
to the guarantee only on the condition that other '
Powers, including Italy, were also guarantors,and
on the further condition that the other minorities |
in Czechoslovakia were first satisfied. : :

As Mr. Chamberlain said in his House of Com=—
mons speech on September 28, he had come to Godes-
T berg with the expectation that he and the FMihrer
- would quietly discuss arrengements for the trans-
fer of the Sudeten territory and that he was there-
fore surpfiaad when he was confronted with other
proposals which he had not contemplated. According-
1y, as he said, he "withdrew" and dispatched on
September 23 a letter to Herr Hitler (item No.3 in
the first VWhite Paper) in which he wrote: "I am
sure that an attempt (as Herr Hitler had evidently
proposed) to occupy forthwith by Germen troops
areas which will become part of the Reich at omce
in principle, and wery shortly nrterﬁu:da by for=- ]
mal delimitation, would be condemned as an unnec-
essary display of force."
- Surmising that the Czechoslovaks would use
thelr forces to resist, lir. ﬂhnmhérlain suggested

9

in his letter that the Sudetens themselves might

be
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be entrusted with maintaining order, acting pos-
8ibly under the supervision of neutral observers.

In his written answer (forming item No. 4
in the rirst White Paper), Herr Hitler, abiding
by his original intentions, stated that "it is,
however, for a natiom an unwrthr demand to have
this recognition (of the right of self-determina-
tion) made dependent on conditions which are not
provided for in treaties nor are practical in
view of the !HFrihﬂll of time." He also added,
"there is no international power or agreement
which would have the right to take precedence
over German right."

In a second letter to Herr Hitler (item No.5
in the first White Paper), the British Prime lin-
ister requested a memorandum which he could hand

(0 the Czechs, at the same time asking for an as-

surance that no military action be taken by the
Relch which, would prejudice further chances of
mediation.

The Godesberg liemorandum of September 23.
In very brief summary Herr Hitler's memorandum

(item No. 6 in the first White Paper) stipulated
that German troops were to ocoupy on October 1
certain large areas (indicated on a map annexed
to the first White Paper) regardless of the pos-
gibility that in certain portions of this area
the Czechs should prove to be in the majority.

Provision




Provision was made on the other hand for the oc-

cupation by Czech troops of gertain doubtful areas 7
which might include large “German-language islands."

Herr Hitler demanded that the territory to be evac-

uated by the Ozechs be handed over intact as re-

gards military and commercial establishments as

well as regards foodstuffs, goods, cattle, and

raw materials.

The memorandum set forth the German Govern-
ment's willingness that a plebiscite be held be-
fore November 25 in "areas to be more definitely
defined," and that alterations of the frontier be
decided by a German-Czech, or an international,
comnission. ;

The demand was made that the Czech Govern-
ment irmedistely discharge all Sudeten Germans
gserving in the Czech army, and release all those
held as political prisoners. _

It was su gested finally that a Germen-Czech
commission be set up to settle all questions of:
detail arising out of the polnts get forth in the
" memorandum.

Chemberlein's Finel Interview With Hitler at

Godesberg. In the House of Comuons speech of
September 28, lr. Chemberlain tells of :he sur-
prise which he felt at finding for the first time
that Germany hod set a time 1imit for occupation.
He related that in his final interview with Herr

Hitler
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25 Hitler late in the evening of September 23, he i
. characterized the document more as an "ultimatum ,
then & memorandum®™ and that he bitterly reproached
the Fihrer for his fallure to respond to the Brit=

ish efforts to secure peace.

In friendly terms Herr Hitler replied that
he had made a rnp-ﬁnu by holding back certain
operations which he had planned, and that he had
offered in his proposal te Czechoslovekia & fron- |
tier very different from the one which he would :
have taken as the result of military congquest.

The Prime Minister also related that Herr
Hitler had repeated a statement which he had
first made at Berchtesgaden, namely, that™this
was the last of his tar;:-imrial embitions in Eur-
ope, and that he had no wish to include in the
Reich people of other races than German." _— |

" “With respect to his desire to make friends
with Great Britain, Herr Hitler was quoted as 5
saying: "It is true, there is one awkward ques- :
tion - the colonies." As regards Czech moblli-
zation, which was snnounced in the middle of
these conversations, Herr Hitler said, alluding
again to coltnies, "there will be no mobilize-

tion about that.™

Czech




the esbe .

As mentioned immediately above, the Czechoslovak
Government ordered a gemeral mobilization on the
evening of September 23, this action being based,
according to the German press, on fallaclous re-
ports concerning a "breakdown™ of the Godesberg
conversations. )

Herr Hitler's memorandum and the accompany-
ing map were taken to Prague by the Britlsh Mil-
itary Attaché in Berlin who encountered consider-
able difficulty in crossing the German-Czech fron-
tier where a nightly battle was in progress be-
tween the Czechs and armed members of the Sudet-
en Free Corpes

In a letter dated September 25 addressed to
the British Prime Minister (item No. 7 in the
first White Paper), the Czech Minister in London
commmicated his government's rejection of the
memorandum, stating: "Against these new and
eruel demands my Government feels bound to make

the utmost resistance, and we shall do so, God
Helping.™

The Second Visit to london of the French
Ministers. The French Prime liinister and Minister

for Forelgn Affeirs paid a second visit to London
on September 25 and 26 during which they informed
their British colleagues that if Czechoslovakia

i
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were attacked France would fulfill its treaty

obligations. According to the British Prime

Minister, they were told in reply that if as a
result of these obligations French forces be-

came actively engaged in hostilities against .
Germany, Great Britain would feel bound to sup- |
port them.

The Sir Horace Wilson Phage. In antiocipa-
tion of a speech which Herr Hitler was scheduled
to make in Berlin on the evening of Beptember 26,
Mr. Chemberlain comsidered it useful to dispatoh
Sir Horace Wilson with a"personal message" embod=-
jed in a letter (item No. 9 in the first White
Paper) which was delivered on the evening before
the speech.

The letter set forth the reasons which in-
duced the British Government to agree with the
Czech Government's rejection of the Godesberg
memorandums njjith a clear sppreciation of the
consequences which must rollow the abandonment
of negotiations and the gubstitution of ‘force,"
the Eritish Prime Minister asked Herr Hitler to
agree that there should be immediate discussions
between German and Czech representatives, in the
presence of British representatives, concernlng
the methods by which the territory ghould be hend-
ed overs Recalling thet "the only differences

between
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between us lay in the method of carrying out an
agreed principle,”™ the letter concluded, "Surely
the tragic consequences of a confliet ought not
to be incurred over a difference in method.®

As the Prime Minister told the House of Com-
mons, Herr Hitler listened to Sir Horace Wilson
but stated that he could not depart from the mem-
orandum for the reeson that further conferences
would lead to intolerable procrastimation.

President Roosevelt's Appeals. On Sept-
ember 26 President Roosevelt addressed his appeal
to Herr Hitler and to Dr. Benes. On September 27
Herr Hitler dispatched an enswer directly to the
Fresident, the correspondence being published in
the German papers next morning. Amplifying Herr
Hitler's reply, German press comment pointed out
that the Reich was merely seéking ip its demands
a fulfillment of President's Wilson's scheme for
self-determination, and politely criticized Pres-
ident Roosevelt for failing to mention the dis-
tressing fate of the Sudeten Germans (Embassy's
telegram No. 510, September 28, 2 p.m.). ;

The Fresident's second appeal, which was sent
to Herr Hitler on September 27, has not been pub-
lished in the German press nor as far &s is known
has it yet been answered.

Hitler's
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Hitler's Spesch of September 26. Next i
order comes Herr Hitler's speech delivered on
the evening of September 26 .in the Berlin Sport-
palast, the historical scene of many earlier
Party gatherings. The atmosphere of the meet-
ing was boisterous, if indeed not unruly, the
audience being made up from one-third to one-half
of Sudeten German refugees who had been brought to
Bexrlin. s

The speech began with a historical summary of
the moves which Herr Hitler claimed he had made for
peace, including his various proposals for disarm-
ament, his pact with Poland, the London Naval Agree-
ment of 1935, and his personal friendship with Mus-
solini. From Frence, he said, Germany wished ab-
solutely nothing. This led him to speak of the
Sudeten Germans as "the last problem which must be
solved end will be solved." nIt is the last tef-
ritorial demand which 1 have to make in Europe,"
he declared, "but it is the demand from which I
will not deviate and which, God willing, I will
fulfill.”

The Czechoslovak State was based on a lie,
Herr Hitler continued, and the father of this lie
was Dr. Benes, wl-.lru nwhile I was doing my duty as
a simple German soldler, wandered about the world
from one clique to another." After saying that

he sympathized with the Sloveks, Foles,Hungariens,

and
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and Ukrainians in Ozechoslovakia, Herr Hitler
emphasized, however, that he cleimed to speak

only for the fate of "my Germans," 214,000 or

whom had been compelled up to that time to seek
refuge in the Reich. He said that the Godesberg
memorandum asked for nothing more than the realiza-
tion of what Dr. Benes had previously promised;that
Germany had been willing to invite the British Le-
glon to maintain order in the Sudeten districts;
and that Germany was prepared to draw the frontier
in accordance with the vote of the inhabitants.
Thanking Mr. Chamberlein for his efforts, Herr Hit-
ler said that he had assured him that he had no
further interest in Czechoslovakia after that State

" had solved its minority problems. Conoluding his

speech on an ecstatic note, Herr Hitler said that
Benes had the decision of war or peace in his hends
and that he must choose inasmuch as Termany was Te-
golved to come and seize "German rights" on October
1. Herr Hitler called upon the world to believe
that Germans were a far different people now than
in 1916 when "a wandering scholar had succeeded in
infecting them with the polison of democratic phras-

as."

Developuents after Hitler's Speech. Events
moved rapidly efter Herr Hitler's Sportpelast speech.

A8 Kr. Chemberlain told the House of Comnons,
nrtér reading the speech he jssued a stotement that
the British Government would guarantee the fulfill-

ment
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ment of the promises made by the Czechoslovek
Government. Sir Horace Wilson called on Herr
Hitler for the second time on the morning of
Tuesday, September 27, and finding his attitude
unchanged, reiterated the British Government's
probable position !.n the case of a conflict. At
that time Herr Hitler apparently informed Sir
Horace Wilson of certain sction (presumed to be
general mobilization) which he planned to take at
2 ps.ms on the day following if the Czechs had not
by that time accepted the Godesberg memorandum.
In the meantime the British Prime Linister
evidently had a conversation with the @zechoslo-
vak Minister in London in which the latter assert-
ed his Government's readiness, under certain con-
ditions, to take part in a conference with German

and British representatives, as the Prime Minister

had syzgested. (The Prime Minister had in the
meantime informed Herr Hitler of this proposal in

I \
a letter which forms item No. 9 in the first White
Paper.) The substance of the Czechoslovek Minis-

ter's statement to Mr. Chamberlain is embodied in
a letter which he wrote to the British Prime Min-

ister, forming item No. 8 in the first White Paper.

On the evening of September 27, Mr. Chamber-
1a1n_da11nrad his broadcast address to the Brit-
ish nation. Describing as ™unressonable™ the at-
tituda displayed by Herr Hitler in the Godesberg

memorandum

|
¥
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memorandum, Mr. Chamberlain said that he oould
well understand the reasons for the Czech Govern~
ment's refusal to sccept these terms. He declared
his readiness to take another trip to Germany, al=
though at that moment he thought it would serve no
useful purpose. It seemed inoredible, he sald,
that Englend should be undertaking military prepa-
rations because of a quarrel in a far-away country,
" and a quarrel, moerover, which had been settled in
principle, but the issue as he put it was whether
resistance should not be offered if "a pnation made
up its mind to dominate the world by fear of its
force." Calling upon the British people to go
quietly about preparations for an emergency, he
stated that in the meantime he would leave no =

fort unteken to keep the peace.

The State of Feeling in Germeny on the After-
noon of September 27. Tuesday afternoon and eve-
ning seemed to mark the height of the crisis and
the seriousness of the hour was felt in Germany in
no less measure than in other gountries.

Since the preceding Seturdey end Sundey, enti-
aireraft units had been posted on the roofs of many
buildings in Berlin, upon the Olympic Stadium, upon
sport fields, and along roads passing by local air
ports. Reports were current of the nightly move-

ment of troops to the gouth and southeast. n

Tuesday
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Tuesday evening from six to nine, street trnrriu

was periodically held up for the passage of sev-
eral trains of armored cars directly through the
middle of town and down the Wilhelmstrasse, where
they were reviewed briefly by the Fihrer from his
paloony at the Reich Chencery. (Official sources
have later confessed that this was largely a "prop-
aganda march" for the benefit of the British Em- |
bassy on the Wilhelmstrasse and that the armored
cars later turned around and went back to their
barracks on the outskirts of Berlin.)

The Berlin populace greeted these military
menifestations with glum silence and genuine warry
For once it appeared that a National Sceialist
propaganda campaign had over-reached its mark,in-
asmuch as the general public failed almost entire-
1y to respend to the cempaign of hatred against
the Czechs, and while they may have felt some sym-
pathy for the Sudeten Germans, they were probably
at no time of the opinicn that their salvation
was worth the risk of war- The mass of the peo-
ple, mMOreover, seemed to be fully aware of the
dangers they were facing. Although this agpect
was played down in German press editorials, 1%
percolated through from broadcasts from forelgn

states and furthermore was reflected in reports

from




from German correspondents in London and Paris,
which on the whole presented a fairly acourate
picture of the state of feeling sbroad. Mr.Cham-
berlain's radioc address to the British nation was
apparently considered too strong for German con=
sumption, however, and was considerably diluted in
the next morning's papers- Curiously annﬁgh,thsru
was little outward resentment shown toward Great
Britain or France. Evidence was unmi stakable

that a campaign against Czechoslovakia with 1ts
possibly wider dangers would be the first edven-
ture for which Herr Hitler could not count upon
enthusiastic support, although most of the people
seemed to acoept the eventuality with resignation.
It became abundantly clear that those people who
still had memories of Germany's defeat of 1918

are bitterly opposed to var, although the exuber-
ance of the Hitler Youth end the newer members of
the S.8. at the prospect of hostilities served per-
haps as a foreboding that this attitude might change
in years to come-

In forelgn diplomatie ¢ircles the information
was circulated that the British Embassy had burned
its archives and wes ordering its nationals £ leare
the country, ineluding the correspondents of all

British newspaperss-

G
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The Bresk-Up Leading to the Détente. Al-

though it was not generally kmown at the time,
the turn for the better probably occurred late
Tuesday night, September 27, with the receipt
by the British Prime Minister of another mes-
sage from Herr Hitler (item No. 10 in the first
White Paper). In his House of Commons' gpeech
on the following day, Mr. Cheamberlain described
this letter as indicating that Herr Hitler was
disposed to plece gertain limitations on his in-
tentions; specifically, Herr Hitler hed stated
that the "final settlement of the Sudeten prob-
lem would be made dependent not upon a German
unilateral decision, nor on German measures of
force, but rather on a free vote under no out-
side influence;®  "that the proposed German mil-
jtary occupatlon was Do more than a 'security .
measure' and would stop within the limits set;"
and thet Germany had not the slightest wish to
check the independence of the remaining Czech
State, but was ready to participate in a formal
guarantee.

As Lr. Chamberlain told the House of Commons
on September 28, he now felt that the "differences
and the obscurities had been narrowed down still
further to & point where really it was inconceiv-

able that they could not be settled by negotiations."

Accordingly

1
1
1
1
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17 Accordingly he dispatobed the following mes-
sage to Herr Hitler (comstituting item No. 1 in
the second White Paper):

npfter reading your letter, I feel
certain that you can get all essentlals
without war and without delay. I am
rng to come to Berlin myself at once
to discuss arrangements for transfers
with you and representatives of the
Czech Government, together with the rep-
resentatives of France and Italy if you
.desire. I feel convinced that we can
reach agreement in a week. However . ) :
much you distrust the Prague Govermeat's i
intentions, you cannot doubt the power ;
of the British end French Governments :
to see that the promises are carriedout
fairly and fully and forthwith. As you
know, I have stated publicly that we are
prepared to undertake that they shall be
so carried out. I cennot belleve that
you will take the responsibility of start-
ing a world war which may end civiliza-
tion for the sake of & few days' delay
in settling the long-standing problem."

Mr. Chamberlein also dispatched the follow- L
ing message to Signor Mussolini (item No. 2 in |

the second White Paper):

#] have to-day addressed a last ap-
peal to Herr Hitler to abstain from force
%o settle the Sudeten Problem,which I feel
sure can be settled by a short discussion
end will give him the essential territory,
population, and protection for both Sudet-
en and Czechs during transfer. I have of-
fered my elf to go at once to Berlin to dis-
guss arrangements with German and Czech rep-
resentatives also of Italy end France. I
trust your Bxcellency will inform German
Chancelor thet you are willing to be repre-
gsented and urge him to agree to my proposal,
which will keep all our peoples out of war-
I heve slready guaranteed that Czech prom-
. iges shall be carried out and feel gonfi-
& dent that mgreement could be reached in a

weelk."




The jrranpements of the lunich Meeting.

Early on the morning of September 28, the French
Amhnaaﬁdnr called up thgmstate Secrctary in the
Gcrm?n Foreign Office to say that Lr. Daladier had
a proposal to aomﬁuniutta to Herr Hitler. The

French Ambassador was instructed to sey that if

the Germen cnd British Govermnments,agreed to these
proposals (which Lr. Deledier had apparently evolv-

ed independently and the contents of which have

never been divulged), and the Czechoslovaeks re-

fused to accept 1t, France would reconsider its

treaty obligations to Czechoslovakia. In the course

of the meeting which later took place with Herr Hit-
ler, the latter began by denouncing the Czechs as
"longols not Slavs™ and recalled the far different

and happler solution of the Ssar question. The French
Ambassador is reported to have pointed out that Germany
wished in the Sudeten question to reverse the Saar pro-
cedure by occupying the ferritory prior to the vote; he
then mlluded to the denger of a gencral war which might
brinz in the "Americen countries.” Foreign Minister
von Rivbentrop interposed that Gormany weas stronger
then any aggregntion of powers. At this point the
conversation was interrupted by Hitler being infoimecu
that the Italien Ambassador hed brought an urgent per-
gonal nmessgge from Liussolini who hu.ﬂ apparently Just

recelved Chamberlein'’s message through the British

Ambessedor ot Fome. .
ussolini's
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luesolini's message was to the effect that
the British Ambessador fiad just made a sugcestion
to him, on the sbtrength of which he be ged Herr
Litler to postpone for 24 hours the eotion which
he had plenned to teke that afterncon at two
alglock. Slgnor lussolini added that if Herr

Iitler wished to see him he was willling to ar-

s e e

range a meeting. Hitler thereupon swmoned his
advisers end on the basis of lir. Chamberlesin's
offer to return to Germany, decided to invite
Lussgolind, Chemberlein and Daladier to come 'to
wanich the next day. = -

The invitation was presented to the British
Prime Minister under dramatic circumstances while
he was addressing the special meeting of the House
of Commona on the afterncon of September 28. The
essentiel points in llr. Chemberlein's speech, which

2 consisted of a review of British action in the Czech
affeir, have been dealt with in detmil in the fore-

going. gections.

* Slince the foregoing was drafted, further
information concerning kussolini's com-
municetions to Hltler has been received
and e -hodiec} in the Embassy's telegrams
No. 565 and 56& of October 21, 4 p.m.
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The lunich Meeting of September 29 and the
Resulting Agreement. It 1s understood that
Mussolini on his way from Home worked out the
draft of what was later to becomr the Lunich
agreement. Herr Hitler went to' Eufstein to
meet Mussolinl and on the train back to Lunich
declared himself to be setisfied with the plen,

which wag later presented to the British and

‘French statesmen. kt.__‘the meeting in the Fuh=-

rer's house in Munich, the participants sat
around an open fire in easy chairs, and for 14
hours Hitler's interpreter, Schmidt, translated
from German into French, French into English,etec.,
in all possible geometricel combinations. In
the discussion of the plan paragraph by peragraph,
a4 number of changes were made but in its finel es-
sentials the subsequent agreement corresponded very
much to Mussolini's draft.

, Two .Czech-diplomats Were called to lunich to
keep in touch with the conference. A striking
feature of the final agreement, however, is that
Czechoslovakia was not given the status of one of -
the negotiating parties, nor is referesnce made to
Czech acceptance of the plan es e conditlon ne-
cessary for its operation. This was spparently
taken for granted, and on September 30 Prague an-

nounced its unconditional acceptance of the agree-

ment, thus ending the crisis.
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G’ The text of the agreement is published as
item No. 4 in the second British White Paper and
furnishes an interesting comparison with Herr
Hitler's Godesberg memorandum.

In the Munich agreement Herr Hitler won his

point that occupation should commence by October
l, this a.gr-m{, humnr; providing for a more
gradual procedure whereby this should be oarried
out by the consecutiye occupation of defined zomes.

4

and should reach its completion on October 10. Herr
Hitler also obteined satisfaction in his original

vkl Ly

Godesberg demands concerning the release of Sudet-
en German political priscners in the Czech army,

e ol

as well as concerning the point that the evacu-
ated territory should be handed over essentially
intact. Herr Hitler may have sacrificed a mini-

mal advantage in conceding far-reaching powers'

to an international commission, although such a
commission was envisaged in the Godesberg memoran-
dum as an alternative to a purely German-Czech
cormission. The proposal for a possible plebi-
scite is largely the seme as that contained in
the Godesberg memorandum. With respect to guar-
antees, the annex of the lMunich agﬁmnt con=
forms substantially to Herr Hitler's earlier
statements that he would consider teking pert in

i . S, St B L g
.o = S,

Y such a guarantee, in association with Italy, once

the
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the Polish and Hungarian minority problems had
been settled.

Two maps are annexed to the second British
White Paper. The first indicates the territory
which Germany proposed to occupy under the terms
of the Godesberg memorandum; the second indicates
the four zones which the statesmen at Munich agreed
that Germany should cccupy without further formal-
ity. There is enclosed herewith a third map, tak-
en from the London TIMES of October 10, showing
the total extenmt of territory which Germany occu-
pled as of October 10 as the result of Zone 5,
within which the Commission of Ambassadors lumped
together certain supflemsnta:y areas to be ocou-
pied by Germen troops. The third map will be
found to differ very little from the map of the
Godesberg memorandum. By agreeing to a certain
deley and to & larger measure of international v
supervision, Herr Hitler would thus seem to have
lost practically nothing territorially (if in-
deed he did not gain); while the avoidance of
war and the subsequent improvement of Germany's
position among the powers rallowiﬂg the Lunich :
agreement can hardly be denied him as a great dip- l

lomatic vietory-

Conclusionsa
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Conclusions Regarding the Crisis. After

the Austrian jnschluss it was inevitable that
steps should be taken to bring the Sudeten Ger-

mans nearer to the Relch. This appears to have

been done first in Henlein's demand at Carlsbad

for autonomy. At what point Hitler may have de-

cided that actual incorporation of the Sudetens |

“within the Reich was feasible must remain a matter |

for speculation. It is olear, however, that on

May 28, following the British démapche and the in- )

sinuations concerning Germany's "weakness™ made in ' |

the foreign press, Hitler decided that the Sudeten

question must be brought to some kind of a solution

before this fall. The time when he made up his

mind that ecquisition of the Sudetenland was possi-

ble to bring about during the current year probably

occurred between May 28 and his closing speech at

Nuremberg on September 12. * |
With the passege of the crisis, two questions |

imediately spring to mind: (a) Was Hitler will-

ing if need be to risk a general war to bring the

Sudetens into the Reich? or (b) did he employ this

threat merely to coerce Czechoslovakla and the West=-

‘ern Powers, intending at all times to leave himself

a possible way out from a general conflict? I
The British Prime Minister, whose testimony

is deserving of attantiaq as that of the most in-

timate witness to the negotiations, appears to

* Since the above was written further informa-
tion concerning Hitler's decision to acquire
the Sudetenland has come to the Embassy's ate believe
tention. See my conflidential personal letter
to Lr.Loffat,Chief of the European Division,
dated Cotober 22,1938.
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believe in the first possibility, having told

the House of Commons on September £8, "I have

no doubt now, loocking back, that my visit alone

prevented an invasion, for which everything was

ready...=»ss" Following his visit to Berchtes-

gaden, Mr. Chamberlain definitely had the impress-

jon that Herr Hitler was determined to go ahead

with his plans even though they might lead to gemn-

eral hostilities. While Herr Hitler may have

hoped that Great Britain and France would inter-

vene to force Prague to yleld .t«a a p&nuﬁl ces-

sion of the Sudetenland, it is doubtful if he

gould have envisaged the specific step which Kr.

Chamberlain took in offering to come to Berchtes-

gaden. In surmounting this earlier crisis, name-

ly, that, prior to the Berchtesgaden meeting, it 7

would appear that Mr. Hitler enjoyed speatacular

good fortune. ’ |
Hitler's actions at Godesberg end immediate- |

ly thereafter are understundable on the premise

that he fully believed that the most drastic

threats were necessary to secure without delay

the territory promlsed Germeny in the Franco-

British plan, which the Czechs had accepted in

principle. Here again the gquestion arises as to ‘

whether Herr Hitler had in mind an avenue of es=

cape from the possibly disastrous consequences

which '
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;.g' which might have ensued from his being forced

to stand by his progrem of radical action. In

his londay evening speech at the Sportpelast,

Hitler gave the outward appearance of having

closed the door and, moreover, malntained this

position subsequently in his conversationes with

Sir Horace liilson.

Accepting the thesis, however, that he was

always willing to compromise temporarily on 10%

of his demands, the strengthening of the British

and French attitude to the point where these gov-

ernments on September 27 gave the appearance of

being prepared to go to war, may have seemed to

him to be the moment to concede the vital 10%,
.whiah he did in his finel letter to the British

Prime Minister dispatched on the aﬂning of Sept=- ;
ember 27. It mey be assumed, moreover, that af-

ter Berchtesgaden Hitler had a fairly good idea [
of the man he was dealing with in Chamberlain and
he may perhaps have thought therefore that he
gould elways count upon Chamberlain for one more
effort to maintain peace. . The fact that Musso=-
lini gave first utterance to the details of the
Godesberg memorandum hed led certalin peocple to
gsuppose that Hitler may have concerted with the I
Duce inh advance somé last-minute move for a way

.nut.; whether this was so or not, this proved

k)

unnecessary inasmuch as Chamberlain took in time

it
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the decisive step of addressing his last ap-

peal to Hitler. Although the orisis followlng ™
Godesberg was far more intense, a case may be

made out for meintaining that Hitler kmew the
factors and the elements in the game that he was
playing better than he did, say, before the Ber-
chtesgaden meeting when, although the situation
had not reached such a uritliu.‘l. point, the ele-
mehts of chance were possibly greater.

In the last analysis Hitler cannot have
failed to have weighed the consequénces which
might have arisen from a forced march into Czeche-
slovekia. It is generally assumed that that coun-
try would have fought back, and although 1t ia
problematic how long 1t would have taken Germany
to subdue Czechoslovakia, certain opinions have
been ventured that at the outside a little more
than a month would have been necessary. \While a
war lasting that length of time in the micddle of
Burope would certainly have offered chances for
all sorts of complications, the opinion held in
Berlin, at least, was that France and Great Brit-
ain would only have broken off relations at the
beginning of hostilities without necessarily de-
claring war upon Germeny from the first. What

would have occurred, therefore, must be left to

speculation.
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*i In the fdce of the many imponderables,
' ineluding that most unfathomable factor of all,

namely, the character of the men at the head of .8

the Reich, it would be idle to attempt to pre-

sent at this point a definitely formed conclusion E

as to whether Hitler scted in an irresponsible 1

manner and was seved from disaster merely by good

fortune, or whether he was following a plan which

he foresaw would lead to the result eventually

produced. It is perhaps only possible at this

juncture to furnish material which may assist

those to form an opinion on this point who care

to make the attempt. In this connection, cer-

tain incidental developments may be adduced which

lend support for the maintenance of either one

thesis or the others 4 !
On the one hend it is known that Hitler's

course of amction gaused the gravest concern to '

meny of his most intimate advisers, exzcluding j '

Herr von Ribbentrop whose statements, &s record=-

ad ahnvi, would seem to indicate that he was urg-

ing the Fihrer to proceed with the Godesberg plan

whatever the dangers involved. A.ntor} has been

eirculating in informed quarters that at the hdght

of the crisis General GSring npd former Forelgn

i4inister von Neurath called upon the Fihrer, it i

6 being presumed from the character of these two
R Y
personages

———a
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personages that they intervened to urge moder-
ation. Herr Hitler's mood at the Bportpalast
meeting gave the appearance of desperate reck-
lessness, although in this connection it must
be recalled that he was speaking primarily for
his German public before whom he is always at
his histrionic best. I

on the other side of the pleture there ex-
ists evidence to show that Hitler refrained from
acting precipitately in gertain important matters-
During the few days before the meeting in Berch-
tesgaden when opel rioting had broken out in the
Budetenland, Germany failed to take any extraor-
dinary military steps- At the Berchtesgaden meet-
ing Hitler gave an assurance that he would not
attack Czechoslovakia during the pending negotia=-
tions, an ASSurance which Chamberlain in his House
of Commons speech glves bim full credit for living
up to-. As military experts point out, the prepa-
rations in no way corresponded to & general mobll-
ization, nor was there that complete gonscription
of private wehicles and supplies which would have
oceurred as part of a general mobilization. I%
is true, of course, that the bases of a mobiliza=-
tion were laid in the skeleton organization of the
reserve units as well as in the provision of legal

steps suited to bring about quickly such a mobili-

zation. In their extent, the measures were direct-
ed solely to a possible reduction of Czechoslovakia

and

———_
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. 18 ." and at no time did they approach the stage of
a general mobilization for a European war.

It is an oft-repeated n;urtion that Hit-
ler is desirous of avoiding a general conflict
at all costs. Nevertheless, in the last cri-
sls he could hardly have escaped taking this
into sccount as an eventuality, however remote.
It is learned on good authority that he com-
miséioned one of his advisers to draw up a re- '
port on the state of feeling among the German
people. The fact that this report was over-
whelmingly negative might have played a certain

+ role in his caleculations.

In the course of time possibly uth&r infor-
mation may be revealed which will throw light up-
on the guestion as to how near Germany came to
WaT. As sometimes heppens, this may be employed
to stress the inevitebility of the final conclu~-
gion recorded by events, that is, it may be sub-
sequently maintained that war was merely a re-
mote possibility. Without attempting to preju-
dice in sdvanee the value of such material as |
may in the future be adduced, it would at the
same time ae.um a pity to leave out of account
what for want of a better term must be called the
"gubjective atmosphere™ of the recent nﬂaig,whiuh
made itself felt in the fact that large sections

)

of




.ar the German people sincerely believed that
they were on the brink of war, an opinion which
was shared as well by many foreign observers in
Berlin.

Enclosures:
1. Map taken from the London
TIMES of October 10, 1938.

-1 uniiaa of British First and Second
White Papers entitled respectively:

)i scellaneous No.7 {1933 , Cmd.5847" and
mH scellaneous Ho.8 (1938), Cmd.5848."

JDB: B
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At the time of mailing copies of the
white Papers ordered have not arrived.

They will be sent subsequently. See despatch Wo. 397 of
Oetober 31, 1938 from the

Embassy, Berlin,(760f.62/184
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

H .J.-'li. 1~

This telegram st be FROM Rgrlin (part air)
cleosely paraphrased be= 1
f~r& bEing c?mnunicntﬁd Deted Octobir 20, 193
to anvone, c) -
EEG d 11 *1"5 { -'1-" '."1..':.-.
: " \NPIVISION oF il --'“""Tu Pmmc,u .
Seoretary of Statg ,, o EUROPEAN "'”f‘l'lfﬂ | {-a\’ MK, DUNN .-;,,’
1 1:
Yashington, 0CTR211938 %\ ) JDCT 2(/51933
! £p
DEFAHTH[HI OF STAE | ‘HWE" nF “lﬁ
560, October 20, —m 4|

The Ccunselor of the French Ermbassy HMontbas just called,
He stoated that Frmncﬁis Poncet hnd_rzturn:d'fruu his talk
with F'tler at Berohtesgaden rather ercouraged by Hitler's

attitude,
Hitler had said that a false impression had gotten

LeL1/29°409L

abroad that he regarded the Munich meeting as an isolated
eplsode, This was not the fact, Hitler insisted that he
fElt that the accord at Munich should be followed by a de=
finlte betterment of relationships among the great powers
of the west and that real bznzrits for the future sho uld
asond tr gt ine
flow from this M Hitler had instructed Ribben=
trop to put into precise form certain arrangements that

mlght be coneluded in the spirit cf the Munlch agreement

a0

but was not yet ready to speak in detail,

Hitler added that he did not anticipate any Aifficulty
with the Freneh, that the French would tell him “ycs"%r
"no" and that this would decide the matter, With th:w

%sh

f Eng




EDA =- 2 - #6560, October 20, 4 pems from Berlin

English, however, it 1s different, You give them a paper,
There 4s a storm of discussion, billions for armament and
nc precise aatisf&néion comes, In fact Hitler declared
that he might . bave to denounce the naval agreement. HE
was not yet ready to do so because he had not built up to
the 55% in heavy units but when he was sc built up he would

. judge by the state of mind in England whether to denounce

the agreement or not,

Hitler sald that he desired to have real understanding
with éngland but that what he coculd not tolerate was a
partial understanding while Great Britaln armed at a fur-
fous rate, In other words he would not accept a plece of
sugar to keep him quiet until the British armament program
was completed, -

Cipher text accompaniment to London,

WILSON
RCGC :EDA

\
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o) TELEGRAM RECEIVED
RAW d _
(7 This telegram must bE Berlin
i / closely par®hrased be=- i
fore hiing communicated FrOM "~ Dgted October 21, 1938

to anyone. (D)
Rec'd 4:20 pems

Secretary of State, *S.ECHE-TA}V s

o e
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Supplementing my 558, ﬁczﬁhrr 20, 2 pems, and in furs=

565, October 21, 4 p.m.

/e7 72
ther reply to your 181, Octobfr 18, noon.

Report on your point Nos once., Welzsaecker telephones
he cannot verify the hour at which Hitler received the Presi-
dent's second message. Pnpers are not glven a time stamp in
the Chancery and he-is unable to flnd dnyone who saw the paper
- delivered,
: 4 =
Wiedemann states that he saw the telegram bgtween ten —

-

and Eleven o'clock the morning of Wednesday the 28th, that &

it wans alrecdy transleted at that time and that he "ﬂup1-¢£§
that it had ﬁifcﬁdy heen brought to the Chancellor",

Reference to your Polnt Threes I had a long talk this ;!
morning with /ittollco who beggped me to keep striectly con=
fidential anything he told me about September 28, Hls stery
followa:

He did not participate in events on-the 27th Instant

other than to follow as well as he could what was Ng one

On ‘the morning of the 28th at e)leven o'elock he- teold

o
N thi E 1nar inl EY, I 111 im, : i
o




RAW =2= 565, October 21, 4 p.m, from Berlin

fully expeoted war—to break out that day,

A few minutes later Mussolini called on tﬁs telephone
in person to inform Attolico that a message from Chamberlain
had just been recelved through Lord Perth, Mussolini in-
structed Attolico at once to apprise Hitler that whatever
happened Mussolini was with him to the finish. He knew that
Hitler wns planning to issue nrdsfu for final mobilization :
| and the march of troops at 2 pem., that he had just received
| a message from Chamberlain that looked interesting but he

wanted time to consider it, Hence he begged Hitler to délay
everything 24 hours.. He closed with a further nssurance of
his solidarity whotever happened,

. : Attolico went at once to the Chancery and was informed-
by the adjutent that Francolis-Ponest was with Hitler. He
persunded the adjutant to carry in_a hotc saying that Attolico
was there with a message from Mussolini, Hitler read the note
and told Francois-Poncet that he was called to the telephone,
went out of the room leaving Francols-Poncet with Ribbentrop.
He then heard the message from Mussolini hesitated some
twenty seconds and said that since Mussolini requested 1t he
would delay affairs 24 hours, Attolico then said that

Mussolini wns calling him at noon sharp to have Hitler's

answer and that he must hurry back to the Embassy to take
the i
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RAW -=3- 565, October. 21, 4 p.m,, {rom Berlin,

the eall. Attolico says that Hitler returned to Francals=
Poncet and told the latter that-he had just had a message

from Mussolini thus glving Francois-Poncet the impression

that Mussolini himself had called on the telephonE,

Mussnllﬁi called Attolico promptly at. twelve, instructed
him to return to Hitler to thank him for his ccnsidsrnﬁinn,
to state that Chamberlain proposed that the whole sltuation
be liquidated in one week, and that he undertook his gyaranty
in respect to carrying out the solution not only vis-o-vils
GErmuﬁy but vis-a-vis Italy ns well, Attolign was further

to state that acceptance of the plan in Mussoline's opinion

ety

meant for Hitler such a "grandiose victory", that there was
no point in pricipttﬂfing hdstllitirs. Attolico was to
return to Hitler at once and in the meantime Chamberlain's
proposal was to be read over the telephone to the Italian dﬁ
Embassy.

Attolico proceeded again to the Chancery where he eEn=
countered Goering and Neurath in the anteroom. HEe 1&&Ediutsly
acquainted thfaz two with the state of affairs and received
Goering's assurances that he would push for the ancceptance
af Chaﬁbzrlain‘s proposal, Hitler then entered the room

and Attolico delivered his message briefly, Hitler appeared

- i

puzzled and sald that nobody had yet spoken to him about

the
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the problem being aol?éh in ont week and he thought there
was qﬁms confusion, Attolico immediately volunteered to re-
turn to his Embassy, get the copy of Chamberlain's communi=
cation (not yet delivered by the British Embassy) and return
at once with it, He desired thus to give Goering a chance to
uré: Hitler to accept the proposal, Attolico returned to

the Embassy, plcked up Chamberlain's communication, found a

.furthzr message from Mussolinl instructing him to say that

if Hitler so desired Italy would be present at any conference
if Chnmberlain chose to come over again and Hitler recelved
him,

END SECTION ONE,
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Ree'd 3:50 ps me

g,
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Secretary of State,
Washington,

566, October 21, 4 p. Me

Continulng my 565, October 21, 4 p. ms (SECTION TWO)

Attolico returned to the Chancellory., This time ;
Hitler was summoned from a conference with Henderson
carrying in his hand Chamberlain's communication which
Attolico a{su presented, Hitler sald that he could not
see much purpose in an announcement in Rome that dealings
at Godesberg had given him Ehs impression that he was in
agreement with Hitler's suggested line, Chamberlain had
then returned to England, encountered a wave of hostlle
opinion and had slipped back, HEe would only talk to
Chamberlain again provided not only that Italy was repre-
sented but that Italy was repreésented by Mussolinl 1n
pErson, :

Attolico rushed agaln to his Embaasy, telephoned

Mussolini, rushed back to the Chancellory arriving there

about 2:40 for the fourth time sinee 11 oleclock, Hitler
cameg
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2-#566, From Berlin,Oct.21,4p.ms
came from the lunch table still eating, Attolico who
speaks no German spoke this time four words in that e
language "morgenelfuhr  Mussolini: ladies a panic".

Hitler laughed for the first time during the day and
Attolico went back to lunch,

Attolico added one further detall emphasizing again
its strictly confidential nature, In the course of the
third visit Hitler dictated a brief outline of his minimum
and 1rfﬁducibls demands and told Attolico to communicate
tHem to Mussolini, Attolico did so but warned that other
1nf1uznc:a here might cause Hitler to stiffen those demands
before the mzztiﬁg. Mussolini replied that he thought he
could take care of that, At the first meeting of the
four heads of government Mussolini at once spoke and
proposed as his own suggestion the irreducible demands
which Attolico had telephoned, Attolico states that he
has since learned that in fact the demands had been
stiffened subsequently but that Hitler was unable to dis=-
claim Mussolini's suggestion in view of the fact that it =
had originated with himself,

(END OF MESSAGE)
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