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[ jQ I heve the honor o' refer to the Embassyv's
\ 'I@apatﬂh Ilo. 683 of Aprdl 11, 1939, mentioning views
the locel Albenien kinister on developments in
the Buropean politico-military situation, with es-
pecial reference to the Balken peninsulea.
In wvicw of the gttention whieh continues to
be focused ou that erea, it may be of zome intcrest
to the Department to have recorded repmerks node to-

day by the Albanien Minister, who continues to 1e-

side in Berlin and to enjoy extraterritorial status
i
despite the absence of any instructions irom Titens.

worthy of attentlon in view of his experience with
both Centrel Zuropeen and Selkan problems.
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. Bneclosure to despatch No. Tdy
of April 27, 1939, irom the
Amirican mbassy,Berlin.

LEORAITAR
April 27, l939.

Subjeet: Current Eurorsen Situation.

Yurticiponts: Mr. Raour Fico, Albanien Minister, end
Mr. Pattorson. |

The Jilbanian E.'.ilnister {who hed not removed his
couniry's emblems from before his Legation, thé arms
anc flegestaffl being still in plece, and the front door
reacins, 1in slbanien end Germsn, "Albanian Legation")
steted that he had receilved no instructions from Tirene
end but one letter from his wife since the Italian oo-
cupation o: ilbasnia. He knew merely that an adminis- .
tration had been formed and thought that eventually
he ‘would hav; some word from its members. He evidently
hoped thet .'.lh;mia would continue as & separate king-
dom under the Italian Crowvn, so that the union of the
tuo coun:.!:ies would be merely a personal one under a
common kiég. e mentioned the relationships which
exist between Greét Britein and the Dominions. This
was evidently merely wishful thinking, however. = kir.
Fico mdded that he remmined in his house most of the
time since it was difficult for him to circulate in
hisz present wvague status. However, he intended at-
tending the Heichstag meeting on April 28, for which
be epparently had received cards along with the other

chiefs




chiefs of diplomatic missions in Berlin. He ap-

" peared interested in Hitlar';'raplr to the Presicent
and inquired if the Am;rinnn Embassy hed made eny :
preparations to leave Germeny should eventualities
make such e step desirable. He had come to no defi-
nite conclusion as to the prospects for war in Eur-
ope, but was inclined to be wery pessimistic =s to
the future, saying that it was impossible to plan
for the future, or to look aheed with any certeinty
for more than a fortnight at a time.

He was convinced of the strength of the German
forces and intimsted that they were in a position to
overrun Fumenie at any time. They might have to uwo
go in case of hostilities in any quarter in order to
obtein the oil required for their motorized forces.

(In this comnnection 1t may be interesting to report

a statement recently made to me by a Journglist, to

the erfect thet linisterieldirektor wohlthat, who recently
congluded a comprehensive German-Rumernien economic agree-
ment, had steted that pérscns who expeoted the treaty to
be of immediste economiec benefit to Germeny were delud-
ing themselves. LIImpnrtant esconomic edventeges ¢eulﬁ
herdly be derived uncer the Rumanien ncreetént before

the lapse of 20 months.) Germeny probably did not heve
very lerge stores of militery supplies so vould act quick-
ly in order to selze tle resources ol neighboring loncs.

Ais for Jugoslevia, Lir. Fleco steted thet thut country

Ve
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was in a most dirfficult situation with enemies on
ell borders. He had not seen Lir. Cincar-Markoviteh,
the Juposlavy Foreign Minister, now in Berlin, but
felt thaet he was s person who understood the Germen
mentality thoroughly. lowever, despite that clair-
voyence, there wes not much he or his country could
do should Germany declide to invade or otherwlse to
make use of the country. Greece was in even a

less satisfectory position, with Itallans on one side;
the Bulgariens, who openly demanded Thrace, on the
other; end the long coestline exposed to the near-
eat Tleet. As for Turkey, the Linister kmew (he had
Himself been a Turkish official at ona time) that the
Turks' association with the Germmans during the iiorld
War hed left bitter merories in the minds of the form-
er. It wes éuat those Turks, teco, who were now in
power -in Turkey (former army officers). Lir. Fico
indiceted thet Turkey would resist Germen pressure

a3 yach sa poasible. Bulgaris wae inclined to’rTely
on Cermeny to rectify its Tfroatlers, come what might

later on.
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/P Berlin, ksy 2, 1939. s —%

subjeet: HRemarks of Greel: Linister on-Current Eu-
ropean Jolitleal Zituetion 'vith Zs-
Heuaul leference to Polend and the
Bnlken Stztes.
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The Honorable 3

The Secretery of State,

Washinston.

e A

| g -2
! _ ((Lfél I have the honor to refocr to the Zmbussy's

despatch Iio. €83 of April 11, 1939, in enclosure 2
to which were incorporsted observations concerning
Foland recently made by the Italian Ambassedor in
Berlin.

In view of the attention difected toward
thet country =5 & result of Chancelor litler's
speech before the Reicheter on the z8th ultimo, it
1/ seems pertinent to enclose s memorsndum of ¢ con-

versation between g member of the steff of the Im-
_“bessy and Lr. Alexander Rizo-kengebé, Linister of -
Greece at this post, in wvhich references are made

both to the situation of Poland, and to that of’

the




the Belkan States, in relation to uarugnr.

It will be noted that the Greek Minister shares
the sentiment expressed by his Italian colleague as
to the denger to Poland erising from its govemment's
vanity end exaggerated sense of prestige. Poland, in
the view of Mr. Rizo-Rengabé, is not able to realize
its desire to live as a great power and is at present
in a dengerous situstion due to its current estrange-
ment from Germany and to ite unwillingness to come to
terms with the Soviet Union. Polend must elect
either to stand by Germany or Py Russia.

As for the Balkan States as a whole, lir. Rlzo-
Ranpebé professed to feel that the danger of thelr
naturel economic tieg with Germeny had been exap-
rerasted by the press of the western powers. Cer-
tainly Greece, his owh couniry, was cbliged to trade
| extensively wit: Germany if its papulétion were not
to starve, since other important uutl;E; for Hallanié
products head not been realized end were perhaps not
copable of development. He advocated a policy of thﬂ
strictest neutrslity for sll small States in case of
an armed conflict amonz the major Fowers and polnted
to the difficulties encountered by Greece during the
isrld Jar s a result or the tincture of benevolence
imparted by Venizelos to the neutrality originally

declered t;_',* his country at that time.
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Enclosure to despatch
lrln- ‘% of May 2, 1939,

Memorandum.

Subject: Hitler's April 28 Reichstag ! eech and tn
General Buropean Situation. i 9

Participants: Mr. Rl.ao-Ruanhi, Greek Hin'iutur, and
M:I.'- Pﬂtt&rﬂﬂﬂ-

-~

On calling by appointment on the Greek Minister
on the morning of April 29th, mgﬁtinn wes made of
Hitler's speech. Mr. Rizo-Rangebé was inclined to
find Hitler's decision to break with his past poliey
of friendly relationships with Great Britain the most
serious, in the long run; item of the Chancelor's ad-
dress. While he felt that the denunciation of the
Anglo-Germen navel accord of 1935 was not in itself
morﬂ'than e detell (since Germeny was not able to
build up to 35 per.cent of the British navy), it vas
disgquieting to find thet Hitler, who had, ever since
telkking over power, adLocatad e polioy of amity with
Great BEritein, should have Bpparently decided that it
could be followed no longer. .

At. the same time, HEitler's deolaraiion ef the end
of the German-Folish egreement of 1934 boded i1l for
Poland, and also linked up with Germany's present dis-
trust and sentiment of antagonism toweard Grest Britein.
I'r. Bizo-Rengabe considered that Polend, in rejecting

Germen suspeations resardins cession of Denzig dn

Ieturn




retwn for economic facilities at that port, and
the construetion of an extraterritorial highway and

rellway scross the Corrldor, had been shortsighted.
; 1

Such demands were reesonable on the pert of Germany,
and Folend by rejecting them had placed herself in

a mornlly weak position. 1In the liinister's view,
Poland simply could not afford to antegonize both
Gemany and Soviet Russia at the same time. Poland
could not play the great power, as it likéd to do,

and must lean-either on Germany or on Fussia. How=-
ever, Poland, now that friendly relations with Ger-
meny had ended, vas unwilling Fp come to terms with
Ruseia, with a view to cooperestion in case of German
aggression. This was an unteneble position: Poland
must make ite election. In the Minister's wiew,Great
Britein and France could do little to help Poland, and
this the Poles seemed to realize, for the Polish Ambeg-
sador in. Berlin, Mr<' Lipsky, had sald as much and had

stated that Poland would rely on its seventy divisions.

The Minister remarked parenthetically that the ordinary
Germen and even Cerman orficiels, although perheps not
those in the Forelgn Office, consider Britain on the
decliné and intimate that such small islands cannot
indefinitely continue to rile a large empire. Foland
feels in relation to Danzig that i1f the free city were
ceded, German cannon could dominate Gydinia and so
practically exclude Poland from the ses. The Foles
had, on the other hand, intimated that they might be

disposed




disposed to cede the city if the German®s would de- '
militarize it. This the Minjster felt the Germans,
after the example of the Rhineland, would not do. -
Matters were in an impasse at the present moment.
Turning to Roumania; the Minister said that he
had had a brief talk with hr- Gafencu, Roumaniasn For- 1
eign Minister, who had recently been in Berlin. He
had gained the impression that Mr. Gafencu had been

rather content with Hitler's attitude. Hitler hed

surveyed the general European horizon. In relation
to Poland, the Chancelor had said thet he was the only
man in Germany strong encugh to make a reasonsble set-
tlement with Poland; that 1f he diseppeared, the Army
would quickly march into the Corridor; that he de=-
gired a ressonable settlement, but that the Poles weTre
not disposed to discuss matters on a aanaihlé basis.
(The Minister himself felt that Poland wes too much
cnnéernad with prestige for its own good.)
Similarly, he had been the only man to meke e
reasoneble settlement with France for no ome else
could have renounced Alsace-Lorraine as he lad done.
| The lMinister remarked thet Mr. Gafencu wes not
unduly slarmed over the future of Foumenis; and that
cloge economic relations with Germeny were necessery
for the very livelihood of not only the Houmanien
people, but also of those of the other Bellkan Stetes,
Greece 1ﬂ;1uﬁed- Due cognizaonce wes, of course, taxen
of the possible political risk involved in thesze relu=

tionshipss
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ﬂ;r-nnu had not felt that the economic agreement
necessarily meant the end of his country's political
independence and had indeed left with a feeling of
reassurance.

Indeed, it was partly because of exaggerated
stetements in the French and other foreign press re-
garding German designs on Yugoslavia that the Yugo-
slavian Forelgn Minister Markovitch had within the
past week come to Berlin. (On the other hand, it
would have been difficult for him and other Balkan
statesmen to have refused en invitation to Berlin.)
The Minister felt that the western press threw the

gituation of the southeast Buropean countries into

too lurid a light. Germeny might need thelr re-
sources, but they alsc required the Germen market.

He was convinced that Hungery, in Merch 1939,
had invﬁdeﬂ the Carpatho-Ukraine without the consent
of Germany and had in fact stolen a march on Germany h
in so0 doing. Germany had obpoaed a common Hung&r-
ian frontier in September 1938, and was not in favor
of it even now. However, at the moment of invading
Bohemia and Moravia and of establishing control in
Slovakia, Germany was in no position to complain of
Hungary's action which had ensued with great dispatech.
The Hungerisn ection did not mean that Hungary was
completely subject to Germany and was ecting ca Ger-
many's- tool. The Minister supposed thet Graf Teleki

and Czaky hed come to discuss general problems onlys




4e for President noosevelt's message to Hitler of
April 14, he ¢id not feel that it would have any eppre-
cieble effect on the poliey of this country. He felt
tuat the speech of MNitler before the leichstag had been
only incidentally concerned with Hoosevelt.  Poland and
Englend had been.its principal burden. Hitler had not
¢losed the door to further nerotietion with either Brit-
ein or Poland .end indeed to leave the door of negotiation
open wag his custom. The Minister aid not believe, though,
thet the Germans were likely to be deterred from their pur-
poee of expansion by anything short of force.

Greece intended to preserve the most absolute degree
of neutrality. The Llnist;r remerked that during the last
war, Venizelos hed declared "benevolent neutrality" toward
the Allies and had as a result first sesn Frence and Eng-
land encroach and demand greseter and greater degrees of
benevolence with the rasult that the Centrel Powers had
regarded Greece's attitude as definite "malveillant" and
hed scted accordingly, thus turningz the country into a
battleground. Now, Greece would not budge from strict

neutrelity toward all comers. That was the attitude

" which all emall States should adopt, and which the Belkan

Entente désired. Greece could not afford to antegonlze
any etrons power, including of course (and especially)
the maritime Stetes.

Bulgeris wes not e member of tie Balken Intente,
but mizht eventuelly enter it. Bulgeria hed territor-
{121 embitions in the Dobrudje end slsc on Dedeagatch on

the Aiecean Sea. Greece, however, while entirely yillihg

" to




to grant Bulgaria (as it had already grented Yugo-
slavia) a free port at Salonike, wes not willing to
cede territory to Bulgeria. Greece haod an expand-
ing population, augmented by refugees from Turkey,

aud cpuld afford, with its sterile soil, to let no
land go to others over which it could claim sovéereign-
ty. Besides, & cardinal principle of Greek policy
was 1o have a common frontier with Turkey. The time
was approaching when, as & result of decidedly improved
relations with Turkey, it might be possible for Greeks
again to settle in Asia Minor, or at least to work
there for long perlods. ' A cession of lend on the
Aegean would, i1f grented to Bulgeria, interrupt this
process,which was of great importance to his country.
Besides, if Bulgaria needed territory on the Asgean,
the same argument could be put forward on behalf of

I
Roumenia and other countries.
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REcelved 6:20 a.medth

Secretary of State

Washington

DIVISION OF

EUROPEAN AFFAIRS

310, May 3, 5 pens Y 41939

STRICTLY (i =TTFymT ALy DEPARTMENT OF STATE

I have Informatlon from a scurce found in the nast

to be rellable that active preparaticns are

ire et

by thE Germans to make g sudden military cou

n Peland within the next fourteen dayas I 'am

Informed

nat 1t 1ls planned to mdke the invasion through

-

Lithuania 'and Latvia though I am not 'clear why

territory should: be utillzed,  Certoin milita

have bEen canceled, My informant further

thle is not done within the next fourteen

bE postponed for at least four monthse

militery coup 18 made the Germans will

and the corridor,

o]

In gvaluating
preparations

GeErman=Polish

.
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EDA = 2 = #310, May 3, 5 p.me from Berlin

thnt the wgatern powers wlll not Intervent, Whether or

not the blow will be struck as my informant indlcated

dependas upon the development of events during the next

few weeks, particularly on the attitude of Poland,

GEIST
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e {i529, ilay B, 4 pems from Berlin

Berlin in the next few days but will not carry ine

|
structions to negotiate « compromisc settlement of the

Danzi: and the Corridor qu:ntinﬁa. The Secretary
characterized as Mlaughable® the rumor that Beck was
mekins nny plang ot thla time to come to Germany to
confer with 2itler and gave the féllowing personal
gxpoce of the Cormonefolish situction which, rlthough
believed to BE sincere, eannot be rescorded os more than
pergoncl ond unauthoritative strotement of opinion:
the Seeretory cold that at the Pollish Embrsay it was
not seldieved thot Germoany would endeavor to occupy
Danzig or invode ony po?tion of dolond An the 1mmedinte
futures thot the Embossy wos of the oplnion that H1tler
now convinced that such action vwould rc:uit in
genercl uor ang thot not only was he de termined to ovoid
general vior but except ns o lost resort was stlill
unwillin yrachrt war with Polrnd-alone. The Embdossy,
he continucd, hod been informed by "Cermong" == whom he
did not n-ome th~t #eck's speech +hile Extremely

3

ippiltatin-~ hnd atopped just o of belng "provocatlve

enouzh” to determl: hE ( jopt military action

(EiD
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

May 8, 4 e Me (SECTION TWO)

329,

The Sceretary said that while it was not believed

that Germany would occu Danzig or invade Polish territory
o &

ultimately be. avolded in Vview ol the firmness of attitude

and intensity of feeling on both 3ides, The Polish
=

J
Embassy [elt, however, that some development as yﬁt un=-

foresegeable would ocecur which would glve Hitlex a way

out without loss of prestige before his people and EthE

Seeretary remarked that if Poland could be aasured

sption would end the tenslon and mot be a
dermands the Polish Government would he

ately bto. agree To sonmc readjustment 1in
nzig and a "corridor through the corridor’

but only under qge Polish control.
hOWEVET, J6SCEe "German psychology

sidered that it would be a mist

of concgsaions on the part of




9, From Berlin, May B, 4
Sec. Two)

!
from his Government'!s standpoint 1t was practieqlly
impoesiblE EVEnN:-to talk concesaions until the presegnt
state of Polish public feeling had quieted down as any
indication on the part of his Government to "talk con-
cegsiona" at the present time would probably provoke o
in Poland and a successful onke.
ng to Beck's denlel that Hitler had proposkd
suapantee of Polish boundarics in return for
a4 1 zone through the "corridor" he remarked
neek-Hitler conversations had merely bEEN
ratory and that Beck had elearly indicated that any
s1at occasion of guardantees for Poland had
been coupled with "unacceptable propositiona". He in-
dieated that these "unacceptable propositiona" WETE
Meeelera" from Hitler looking toward a joint Polish=
German attitude or action agalns Russia.
He concluded by saying that he understood that the
German representative at Moacow hod been having talks with

the Soviet Government presumably in an endeavor to diwert

it from any thought of supporting poland., He remarked

that he did not think that Hitler had reached the point of

discussing anything in the nature of a "definlte

understanding”
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The Secretary of State, .é:”“.”_1 s st 3-J

Washington.

Sir:

As more information has gradually haaong
a?aiiahlu subsequent to the writing of the Embagsy's
telegranm lo. 331, of May 8, 3 P-ms, I have the
hopor to furnish for the Department's records an
outline of' the background and present status, with
special reference to Germany, of the diplomatic
démarche made by the Pope at the beginning of last
month in the international situation, and with re-
gard particularly to the German-Folish controversy.

Trustworthy acocounts of the Fope's diﬁnruhn

have been

e
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have been exceedingly difficult yu ﬁhtliF in Berlin,
the more particularly so as in all Intttfl of this
kind involving a personal appeal to the Fihrer, the
utmost reserve is maintained in German official
quarters. In fact, no mention of the FPope's action,
or the Papal Nuncio's call upon the Fiuhrer on May 5
waga pnda at all in the Germen press, although know-
ledge of the matter has obtained wide currency among
the German public by virtue of the infiltration of
news from abroad, as well as apparently by its dis-
semination through the local organs of the Catholiec
Church.

According to information availeble here up to
the present, it would appear that following Hitler's
rejection of President Roosevelt's message, the Pope
felt that an appeal upén a wider front might be
usefully made to the nations most directly involved
in the current European erisis, and particularly in
the German-Polish controversy, which since President
Roosevelt's message had become one of the most
burning issues in European politics. The Pope there-
fore took steps to communicate to the German, Italian,
British, French and Polish Governments his great
concern that peace might be kept, suggesting at the
seme time that some sort of consultation might be
appropristely held for the discussion and settlement

of the most serious outstanding issues. It does not

appear




f . &
appear to have been the Pope's intention, however,’.

that a conference should be held at the Vatican.

In a conversation with the Papal Nuncio he
}nrurnnd me that he was instructed on May 4 to see
the Fihrer personally, the Vatican, he added, being
unaware that Hitler was not in Berlin at the time.
The Papal Nuncilo communicated immediately with the
Foreign Office, stating that he was not averse to
flying, and on Friday, May 5, he was taken by air-
plane to Berchtesgaden, where he was received-by
Hitler in the presence of Foreign Minister won
Ribbentrop. With regard to his interview, the Papal
Nuncio informed me that the Vatican's proposals
were courteously received and were not rejected.
Subsequently in my conversation with him I sald thet
I could not believe that a gesture such as the Fope
had made would be allowed to lapse, to which the
Papal Runcio replied that of course the metter was
still to the fore, but that everything depended upon
the determination of Hitler's poliey-

Thé concensus of diplometic opinion in Berlin
at the moment is that the Pope's action is unlikely
to lemd to concrete results in view of the very
great difficulties involved. Among these are men-
tioned Gerﬁany'n and Italy's aversion to conferences
generally and to one in particular in whiech they

would find themselves in & minority against Great

Britein,




Britein, France and Poland. According to a local
diplomatic source the Pope himself realized that
there was but little chance that Germany and Poland
would sit at a table together to confer and that
Italy was not inelined to put itself in a position
where it might have to discuss with France, in
conference, its alleged grievances against that
gountry. The question is aikad finally as to whether
the division of Burope into two opposing blocks has
not gone too far to permit a general conference of
such a nature teking place today. A diplomat iden-
tified with one of the "Axis Powers" has indeed
charscterised the Pope's demarche as unfortunate in
that it was made at the wrong time when there was too
mich tension to enable it to have the proper a{fuut.
He continued that as of the present date there had
been no further developments in connection with the
Pope's initiative and that the Pope had not made

any other gesture eslong the same lines of kis previous
démarche.

It is believed in certain circles in Berlin that
Germsny, in whatever subsequent reply it may later
make to the Fope's representations, would not risk a
brusque refusal but would probably express in general
terms its sppreciation for the Pope's high motives
and his conce:n in mainteining peace. The guess is
indeed hazarded that Herr Hitler's friendly reception

of the
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of the Papal Nuncio may have encouraged the Pope
to make his optimistic statement of June 2 to the
Collere of Cardinals in Rome.

As mentioned in the Embassy's telegram No. 33%
of May 9, 9 p.m., it appears that following the
presentation of the Vatican's proposals, the Nuncio
end Herr Hitler had & long and friendly talk con-
cerning the situeation of the Catholiec chuiuh in
Germany, and indeed, signs have not been lacking
that the Pope's diplomatic initiative, as well as
the Papal Nuncio's conversation, may have had a cer-
tain bearing upon relations between the German

 Catholic Church and the State. It has for instance

been noticeable this summer that the Government has
abated what might be called its frontal attacks upon
the Church, such as those undertaken on a nation-
wide scale by uniform press propoganda and anti-
Catholic speeches, although it is not clear on the
one hand, as to whether this abatement may not have
been decreed in order to prevent Catholic discontent
from disrupting popular unity at the present inter-
national juncture, or, on the other hand, may have
been the direct result of the Pope's demarche. It
would aahm to be in any case true that the Pope's
initiative and the Papal Nuncio's interview with

Hitler certainly cannot have aggravated relations

between
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between the Church and State and may even have
improved them. On the other hand, as one lﬁunl
diplomat has put it, any lessening of tension due

to the Pope's initiative has been purely diplomatie,
inasmuch as fundamental relations between the Church
and the Government remain practically the same. In
any event, the pattern of the plcture is not entirely
clear, for while according to information received
from Munich and Cologne and reported in the Embassy's
telegram No. 410 of May 24, 10 a.m., there has been
a general improvement in relations, new reports have
been received from sources in Berlin that the
Government is proceeding at an accelerated rate with
the confiscation of Church property in Austria.

| Respectfully yours,

KA

exander Kirk,
| Charge d'Affaires ad interim.

700
JDB: FF .

Copy to American Embassy, Rome.
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350, May 12, noon, STRICTLY .,oNPrnewmT sy,

Washington,

No. 310, May 3, 4 pems ;/f £6 <%

Information from the same sovrce 1s to the
effect that although every allowance n-rust be made
for a possible sudden decision by Hitler to
liquidate his claims on Poland, no drastic step in
that directlon need be expected lmmedlately and that

action may be postponed until September.

KIRK

DDM: HTM

YLS/S9°Q09L

S dkd IV LLsauldNUY

e
1




TELEGRAM RECEIVED
GRAY
Berlin
Dated May 12, 1939

Rec'd 1: 30 p.m.

Secretary of State ﬁf& - fj-a mw“@iur

UROPFan " AFFamsz

Washington i i1 MAY 1319

354, May 12, 5 n.m. ' : ““BEPARTMENT OF STATE

Yeasterday evening's 1ssue of the D E’..
official Forei~n Office organ, aftsr asserting thal
Germany 18 aware of the inCucenents ' JELINT offered
Turtey by certain zrrat powers to foin the so- alle
peace alliance and of their endeavor to
Turtey that it is menaced Jy the Axis
a warninz to Turkey in the followingz

"Gerriany and Italy have only the
to work torether in harmony w;.*tz the
the geographical and economic SPhere
been iplacerd and o0 do S0 in. =@
the intevests and the
the other
necessaril

towcrds
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This telegram must W& BE

closcly Eg;aphraazd DE=

fore being communicatid prom Dated May 15,
to anyone. (D)

Received

Seerctary of State,

Washington,

as
phosize
manifest
conflict

priasce which 1s




-2= #355, Uny 13, 11 n.m,, from Berlin

of thoar preporations cs of today which hog been

oreprred from information available to the Militery

end Novel and  Air Attaoches to this Embasay:

The present stotus of the Germen ormy gives po
poogitive indiertion of o contemploted use of military
force for the next few doys, Under the aystem of
training, however, which is now in progreas in Germeony,
there are o minimun of 1,500,000 men under arma and
in orgonized units, . voth the size of thia foree and
the loc~tion of the tropps is such thot o swift move
arize nnd hold Dinzig ond the Corridor conld be mede
with-no previous worning nd could be followed by o
general mobilizotion within o period of four doys to
weekes There have been within the last two days evi=-
dences of slizhtly more than usual military actlvity
but these cannot be attributed directly to any concen=
tration of troops. Furthermore there have been no in-
dications to date of the asaembling of civilian trans=
portation in the nuantities essential for active armed
operations as was the case in September 1938 although
this may be partially attributed to the large amount of
military transport made available through the selzure
of Czech equipment. The most significant feature of

the

!
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TELEGRAM Rmﬁl %

v MAY 15 3y %)

This telggram must be | ENT 0F SINE

closely paraphrased Be~ From

fore being communicated Dated May 13, 1939

to enyong. (D) .
E Received 9:15 a.nm,.

—

DIVISION Of

Seeretary of 3tate, ﬂruN:HEF/W‘
1uq

1

Washington,

FA?J*&EH] 0F STATE

G458, May 135, noon,.

Continuing my 355, !lay:13, 11 a.m,

As regards aviation more air sctivity has been
bEtirining of May thHan atiany pre-

air force was restored and

gactivity epnarently mey be attributed in part at

W

cast to the intenaive traininz with the latest typea of

combat eir craft of reserve and commerclal pllots aa

well o8 to militery pillots of the regular alr force,

¥

As regords navel preparctions there is no present

on of nny specidl activities which moy not

nttributed to the moneuvers which

-.4
N
®
)
(@)
ot
>
J
~|
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