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Enoloaun No. ~to 
despatch No. :).,. ;1 ot 
June 2, 1939, tram 
American Bmbeeay, Berl1a! 

J 

)II!)!ORAND1Jl! 

Lieutenant Ooloael AntoDi Szyme.Asld, M111 tery 

and Air Attaoh6 to the Polish Embassy, was DOt dis

posed to make optimistic predictions regerdias any

thing but the most immediate future of European 

politica l and military affairs. I n relation to the 

German-Italian Treaty of llay 22, he said that the 

Italians had been giving out that the treaty would 

make tor stability i n Europe since the Germaas would 

now have to consult the Italians. Si nce this in-

terpretation of the treaty bad emanated from Itali an 

sources, he was not inclined to place undue reliance 

on its being necessarily the only possible one. At 

the same time, the treaty did seem to render it imprac

ticable for the Germans , or rather for Hitler, t o 

stage any sudden and unexpected move such as he bad 

done in the past. In that sense the Italian pact 

might seem to institute delay i n initiating military 

operations and so might tend to serve the cause of 

peace . 

Lieutenant V. A. Sundnan, !.:ilitary and Air 

Attech6 of the Finnish Legation in Berlin, stated in 

relation to tba Gerr.:an-Itel1an tr.,aty of alliance 

that be ~elt the somewhat gen~ralized terms of the 

pact signed on ~lay 22 must have behind them e more 

detailed ~litary agreement if th" provisions of the 

pact VIera to be executed. However, he tel t tba t 

any 
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Tho toraal siKnnture of the Ger~n-Itnlien Pact 

of Poll tical ftnd t:Uitnry Alliance took pl!lce in tbe 

new Chancellery 2' hours attar tho err1vel o! Count 

Ciano in Berlin. Follov.ing signature by the two 

roreicn Uinioters at ll o'clock on the morning o! the 

22nd, Herr von Ribbentrop turned to Hitler, who wit

nessed the ceremony, with the following words: "lly 

Leader, r announce to you the completed signature o! 

the German-Italian Pact or Military Alliance.• There-

upon, according to the press, Chancalor Bitler ccnrerred 

on Count Ci ano the highest decoration in the girt of the 

Reich, namely, the Grand Crose or the Order of the 

German Eagle, in gold, Thereafter the FUhrer withdrew, 

leaving the two Foreign Ministers to cake public announce

ment or their sot over the German nnd Italian radio nets. 

Herr von Ribbentrop and Count Ciano also later 

made stntooenta to tho press regarding the Treaty or 

Alliance. In view o! the interest attaching to these 

rwo oots or addresses, which watre ontionod in tbt 
7(, •. (, J , ,:,. .• b- • 

Embassy ' s telegram No, 408 of • 23, 5 p. m. , tho ori-

ginal German text, together 'lfith English translations , 

are being enclosed herewi th. Incidentally the refer-

once to the "aighty end invincible block o! 300,000,000 

people" made in the Reich Foreign Minister' a statement 

to the press, which i s contained in the second enclosure 

to this despatch, has caused considerable npoculetion. 

According to sources close to local Party circles, this 

total was arrived at by the following oalculation o! 

the peoples w~om the Reich Foreign Minister evidently 

hopee 
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hopes will eventually form the Berlin-Rome 41plomat1o 

blook. ll'irst , there would be the 150,0001000 com

prising Germany and Italy, inolu41ng Albania and the 

"protected" peoples or Bohemia and lloravia, as well ae 

,Slovakia. To this would be added 65,000,000 Japanese, 

24,000 1000 in Uanohuria, 24,000,000 in Spain, 10,000,000 

Hungarians, 6,000,000 Bulgars, as well as 14,000,000 

Yugoslavs, whom Garmany and It sly hDpe to gain e1 ther 

as willing allies or possibly as subjeot peoples through 

a division or this country among themselves. On this 

basis of speculation the total would thus oome to about 

29:5,000,000. 

'l'he ramllinder of the day or Hay 22 was oooupied by 

conversations between Ribbentrop and Ciano, interrupted 

by the award by telegraph on the part of the "King or 

Italy and Albania, Emperor or ~hiopia" or the Order 

of the Annunciation to Ribbentrop. The deooratiol!. 

was oonterrad at a luncheon offered by the Italian Am

ba3sador. Following the luncheon, Count Ciano oalled 

on Field Marsha:i Goring and is reported to have hsd a 

talk of some length with him. 

The events of the day concluded with a large en

terta1Dcent offered by the Foreign Minister and Frau 

von Ribbentrop to the Italian guests. 'l'hs foreigners 

!'resent included ambassadors and ministers who had 

received Ciano at the station on his arrival in Berlin. 

'l'ho Italian visitors took leave of Berlin and of Gar

many on the following 'morning. 

On 
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