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sreement will teke place on fthe mor
Chancellery in the presence
16r to Italy and ‘the Italian Ambassador to Germany
sther ceremonies and conferénces have bEEn
arranged he vialt will last two days and Ciano will bE
gmpanied by Itallen officials and journalists,
'he VOLKISCHER BEOBACHTER points out that the specedy

of the agretment for sighature 1s in the

1¢ unrcserved confidence which marks the frigndly
agsociation of the two countrles and states that "the bxl

L

armored block of hundred and fifty million men is the
deelaive factor in Europe about which all political EveEnts

reEvolve
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During the last few days growing attention to Japan

has DEEn notleeable in the press., This is manifssted in

SRl

he numerous deseriptive articles about Javan most of

(v6

which are written by members of the group of German
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1
1]

journaliats now making a tour there and in the prominence

given both to Premier Hiranumals recent announcement of

5
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n
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Japan's determination to maintain the closest cooperation

and Italy'es well as to the alleged strongly

renction of the Japanese press to the German-

sacte In the latter conneéction this morning's

BOERSEN ZE U gsumnarizes an editorisl =said to have

appedred 1n the Japan TIMES which deeclares that just as

GErmany oan taly have united. in a front_for pea¢g 1in

Europe so Japan stands for peEace 1n THE E2st and. that in
serves 1ts German ond Itallan. panpcngErss
pri it
DADET AVErs that 1in: con=

ranuma's statement: o elear warning

!




2-#412, From Berlin, May 24,4p.n.

western powers may be discerned in this semi-official
utterance of the Japan TIMES, Japon it is asserted
emphasizes its speeific duty to reorganisze Eastern
Asin as well as its concurrence with the axls powers
in the anti-Comintern front and "in the face of the

current efforts to ecreate an unfriendly triple pact

lets it bE mowh in this way that . a cormon enemy of thHE

axis powers and Japan would be jointly opposed “hrough in

o

different oarts of the world."
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This telegram must be From BERLIN

cloasely paraphrased be-

fore being communicated Dated May 25, 1939
to anyone (C)

Rec'd € pems
Sgcretary of State

Washlngton

7, B |
116, llay 25, 7T pems EPARTMENT OF STAIL

Thus far the continued press comment on the German-

Ttalian vact has followed the same general lines described
in my 408, llay 23, 5 pem, which has revealed 1little of

a definite nature as to the future policy of Germany and

HQIQ/EQ'EQL

Italy under the pact and no offlcial act or utterance

of which the Ewbassy is aware has thrown any light on
this questions In the absence of any such éﬁnarztz
indications an analysla of the pact must therefore be
confined to impressions current in diplomatic and press
cireles here end among the Germans with whom the Embassy
has had an opportunity to confer,

It is generally agreed that much in the pact may bE
regarded as constituting merely a declaration of agreements
previously arrived at between the two countries., Accord-
ingly there is a tendency notably on the part of certaln
diplemats to conclude that the pact represents no important

change in the European poliﬁical situation and that the

outburst of publiecity accompanying its preparation and

~signature




HRE Om#416 From Berlin Mgy 25, 7 PeMe

signature was intended to divert public utttntloﬁ from the
failure thus far of German and Italiin"diplamncy to
achieve GeErman aims in Danzig ;nﬂ the Corridor, to fulfill
naide from the acquisition of Albania Ttaly's aspirations
in the lediterranian, and to prevent the signing of the
Anglo=Turklsh agreementg ThE same ngrsons advance the
opinion that whereas Germany was formerly free to proceed
wiﬁhnut consulting Italy it is now prevented from doing
d0 in future by Article II and thot Ttaly, deepnly AAVEPSE
to risking a general war, is thus enabled to exert 1ts
influence toward a moderation of Germian policy eapecially
with regard to Poland.

The foregoing interpretation, however, 12 not shared
by the predominant majority of foreipn journalists here
or by certain other dipiomata particularly those represent=
Ang countries naving elose relationa yith Germany and

/ ; the ‘GErmans

Italy and it does not conform to the peaetion of / with
whom the Embassy has come in contact, It 1la asserted in
theae circles that the pact constltutes DﬂE-Of the moat
remarkable alliances in modern history as 1t 1s complete
and unconditionol and in its intent obligates the respect=
ive .parties to come to the anld of the other in cnsk of
war howzﬁsr gtaorted or for whotever purpoatk it may bE
wageds In this regard the new pact 15 compared with UhE

1 prE—w oz




HRE 3-#416 From Berlin May 25, 7 penme

pre-war triple alliance which left Italy a 1egal loopholk
of escape in 1914 and which Austria felt free to exploit
in an attempt to conclude o separate peace with the
Alliea, ﬁurthzrmmrs the belief prevails that the military

terma of the actual treaty go beyond those agreed upon ab

- 1 g T e

Milan and that an understanding has been reached either
confirming an already existing arrangement for the nssign-
_ment -of Cerman officers to Italian troops or inaugurating
such a system with which the trip to Rome of General
Wileh announced in the press this morning 1s assoclated.
(END OF SECTION ONE)
KIRK
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This telegram must be
closely paraphrased be=-
fore being communicated Dated May 25, 1939
to.anyone (€)

T R

Rec'd 7 pem,

Seeretary of State

Washington

416, llay 25, 7 pem. (SECTION TWO)
The view is likewlise advanced in the foregoing

T Y up

circles that Germany has suecceeded in committing Italy

,
not only in the military field but in the cconomic sphere
a3 well and by virtue of Article IV which binds the
parties to collaboration in the Sphere of war gconomy in
times of peace as well ns in netual war the pact is said

to be adjusted to the conditlons of bloclkade which o

common EneEmy would doubtless employ against

e e & b

Italy, It is thought along this line that ns
Econonmically poorer of the two and iz leas

the realm of "autarchy" or self suffieclency this would
o h TEH

mean moking Italy more or less GQEDENCENT upon GeErmany

Economically ond that this trend would develop Even 1if

PEace WEre to be maintained, The pret is thus looked

as the comprehensive framework ofAn allinnee which would
doubtless be

]

LEPEEMEN

atlon,




HRE 2=#416 From Berlin May 25, 7 pems (SeEc 2)

The vague wording of the provisions of Article VI
of the pact regarding the development of the relations of
the signatories with friendly states has in particular
given rise to speculation, The view is expressed that the
denuncintion of certain agreements may be expected in
consequUEnce thereof and in this connection the Anglo=Italian
ngreements is being widely mentionede It 1s also asserted
that -the Article may connote that a creation of German and
[talion spheres of iInterest in the Balkrns: and Eastern
Europe has been determined or w;ll be effected with the
puépcsz of evolving at the same time a jniﬁL conlition
of these nutlons with Germany and Italy, Eibh:ntﬁnpiz
refEPENCE to the “nj:hty and invincible. bloe of 300,000,000
men" contained in his statement Lssued following the
signature of the pact ls regarded as indicating such a
purpose and the view 1s advanced that the pact as a wholke
may envisage o larger application than merely the
Immediate uttachnent of Italy to Germany and may be
intended to constitute a nucleus for further combinations,

e foregoing impreaslons'are based on considerationa
limited to the extent of the information so fnr reveanled
and any definite ‘cvaluation of the real aipnificance of
Che puet would depend upon a knowledge of such unpublisghed
understandings aa may hove :.".LE;!:'{Efl it or may Be. in

P i vy PR o |
contEmplation




HRE Fufd16 From Berlin loy 25, 7 Pefle (Sec 2)

I
contemplation as well as upon A subsequent dlselosure of

the means which may be adopted witn o view to implementing
1tas terms. It ia clegar, hOWEVET, that whatever the pogt
in 1taelf :iay signify or whntever effect may DE EivEn
thereto . the chief consideration 1g the anction which thE
Axls powers may take in pursuit of thelr policies. and that
actor Aepends solely on the intent in the minds of
Mussolini and Hitler and i1ta developnent in the Iace of T
futurec events in Europe.

(ENWD OF IESSAGE)

EMB :JRL
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this tclegram must bge— }

closely paraphrasgd be= BERLIN

fore.being communicated p 3

to anyonte (C) FROM pated May 26, 1989
E Nink

ReGYd 3:56 ps M

Seerctary of State,

DIVISION OF
Washington, ROPEAN AFFAIRS

WAY 27 1939

DEPARTMENT OF STATE ]
(GRAY) MKy 398, Nay 21, 1l &, me

417, llay 26, 2 p, my

During the last few days the more or less chronic
anti-Polish press campalgn has UNGErgone a definite
intensification which began at the first of the week .
with lengthy accounts accompanied Dby sharply cnndzmnatorj
gditorials of the shooting at Kalthof on the Polish-
Danziz frontiers of a Danzlg citizen the responsibility
for which was attributed to Polish officials. The
protesta of the Danzig Government with regard to this
matter were featured as was also the despatch of a
wregath by Hitler to the funeral of this "German victim
of Polish brutality". This account has been followed by
a series of dcrogatory reports of new instances of
violence perpetrated by Polish mobs against the German
minority notably riots in Tama and Lodz which «re gaid

to have resulted in serious injuries to Germans resldent

in




in these pleces and in extensive damage to thelir property.

Yesterday the press gave prominent publication to reports
that a German truck heading from East Prussia across the
corridor to the Reich was fired upon by Polish guards
while stopping at the Danzig cuatﬁms station. In comment-
ing on this incident the LOKAL-ANZEIGER declares that
despite the protection by international law of trafflic
across the corridor no one in the world can argue that
such traffic¢ can be maintained if drivers are met with
Polish shots and that in this way "Poland itsclf provides
better proof than would otherwise be obtainable that
conditions in the corridor have become impoasible
especially since the Pollsh Govermnment protects sub-
ordinate Polish authorities responsible for such incidents
and thereby practically provokes them,"

This emphasis on Polish acts of provocation ngﬂinst
Germony is coupled with editorial attacks on the
chauvinistic attitude of -the Polish press which accord-
ing to the VOLEKISCHER BEOBACHTER as well as otheEr papeXrs
is now being manifested not only toward Germany but

1ikewise toward Italys (END GRAY)




NC =3= /417 from Berlin, liay 26, 1939 2 DeMe

=3

hig rcicrence to comment in the Polish press
finfavorable to Italy has aroused intercst here in view af
the rumors which have been circulabing as to the
poogibility that Italy may expreise o restraining influence
on Pecland over the Danzlig controVETsye ‘Members of the
Polish Erbaaszy hEre Are incransinély outspoken in their
ascertions as teo the necessity of miking a definite and
conclusive stard as-inst German aggression os #ell a3 iIn
their profession of cbsolute conficdeEnce in the strength

of the armed lforces of Poland coupled in certain instances
vl th disﬁarnging corments on the var pover of GErminys

They also state that no conversations arc now being carried
on between Warsow ahd Berlin and that none Cﬂé proctgd
until the requirementglnid dovn by Bgnk ng.condition pre=
cedent to negotiations are fulfilled, They indieate
furthermore that the situation with vihiich German action
has confronted the Polish Government would be gimplified
if Poland could bé assured that Panzig would not eventually
be made a base for German fortifications as o meEnACE to
Polish territory cnd that the threat of German arms would
be renoved but atate that the only guarantee of the
exeeution of any commitmentsd by Germnny to the forezoing
effect would be gsome reduction in German war preparationas

: In




HC' 4= /417 from Berlin, ' May 26, 1835 2 peNe

mih certain neutral diplomatic cireles 'in Berlin thi
attitude as gxpressed by Polish representatlives 1s :
Lﬁri:sl ns Jninunsihﬁgnt and frauzht with the gravest
dengtr, liltler is'said to maintain his position that the
Polish controversy must be settled either peacefully or Db;

force althougl: he is sald to have glven assurances bo
at the: tireg of the signature of the ltalo=Gerran pact
that he' conteEmplated no drastic development upntil. August,

i

18ly reported that at the* game - time-seeret

-
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commitments WETE Entered Into by thi two governments En-
visaging German action agalnst Poland and ltallan action
against Tunis, 'There: is rno uniformity. in the conjecturecs

as. to the nature of these commitments but the Impression

prevails that they are intended to Tavor particularly the

accomplishment of the aims of Germany and that in the

=

meanwiile the Pollsh controveray iz beinz allowed to. dpilt

wlth the increasing danger of the precipitation of a crisis

through the development of ‘ineidents on either side,

Tyt
fhadal

CSB
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

EG GRAY —J
FROM !
Berlin
Dated May 27, 1930
Eerld BeMe
VISION- oF
Secretary of State, ROPEAN 17 4 1
Washiington. J¥AY 271939 :
423, May 27, 3 pems
Although the Berlin papers continue to publish E

reports of apparently minor attacks upon Germans and

o
i

+ 4

Ger+-an property in Poland, editorial comnent this

A ar

morning passes oVer thEse incidents and concentrates

upon the state und progress of the alleged British

"encirclement policy”,

Tne semi=official DDPK attempts to demollsh

S091/00°0vL

British professions that the action of that Govermment
13 directed only against "aggression"™ as such and ﬁut
against any particular country and that Great Dritain
is prepared to ntgotiuta guarantees with all other
notlons. The DDPK points out that "indireect and G) |
direct aggression” and the "violatlon of vital in- w
teresta" is defined by the British in such a way as

countrics already guaranteed t6 undertake

to induce the
provocative acts and steps which would set "colleEctlve

security” in motion in their favor. The sympathetic

treatment




- 1:5423' I‘!ﬂ? 2'?,. 3 DeMa from BEI‘lin

\
trzatmznt accorded in Great Britain and France to the

recent Polish outrages against Germans in Danzig 1is
takin as indicating the spirit in which fubure provoca=
tion by Poland may bE judged. ¢

The DDPK comments that the ipregsponsible mammer In
which Great Britain is trying to will over Russia and
the willingness on the part of England to submit to
goviet blackmail for these purposEes emphaslzZe the
conmon ﬁangcr involved for all in the British maneuver
and in this connection apecial reference 1s made to Che
uneasiness apparent 1ﬁ Seandinavian countriles which 1is
held to be prompted by the example of Soviet help in
Spain. The DDPK says that whcé;;f speaks of willingness
to negotiate and yet at the same time holds them to in-
transigeance and arrogance can hardly awake confidence
and tnat the professions of good will made by such
parties concerned are only intended as 4 cloak under

which to continue the policy of division and tension.

Let no ong be deceived, the commcnbary coneludes, that
Berlin and Home do not SEE behind the wveil or are 1ack-

4 P!

ing in the pe aention and determination Lo meet thE

danger at the proper time.




=3 #4235, May 27, 3 pems from Berlin J

In an ﬁpticls in the VOLKISCHER BEOBACHTER called
Mthe eneirclers” Doctor Goebbels remarks upon the
strange affinity which Great Britain is trying to cultl-
_vate with Soviet Russia, This shows, he says, that the
Bpitish front has nothing in common with democracy but
cutting across ideologles is u purely political weapon
desipned to heold Germany down in the interest of the
halonce of nower and of British tyade o The weakness .of
| the front is illustrated in Great Britain itself where
young mER. can only reluctantly DE forced to shzd.thzir
blood for their countryls policy. According to Doctor
Goebbels Germany and Italy have already won the firs®
move as they have crzatsd-nn alliance ideologically,
politically, and militaryly perfects "any attack
against this front will be meb with a stunning blow®.
Doctor Goebbels 3ays. "At present DEOpPlE are talking
of a war of nerves which has broken out and rmst be
gone through. We know nothing of this, But should this
be the ease we are convinced that we will win it and
chiefly for the reason that our better right gives us

better nerves'.

KIRK

C3B
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he text of the' German=Danlish nbnaggresslon |

piblished in this evening's press. Atrticte il provides thdt

neltlicr of the two parties 'shall resort to-war er empley

+

force agninst the other or furnish .support
engaged in war against one of the parties, Article

providés that following the exchange of ratification willch

shall take place as soon as possible in Berlin, the

"]

shall enter into force for a period of ten yearsa that 11

not denounced before the expiration pf that peErlod the

treaty will be prolonged for another ten years and ths

the ssme applies to the successlve perlods, -
A protocol provides that support by the contracting
party not engaged in the eonflict will not be regarded as

X o

existent within the meaning of Artiecle I of the treaty 1l
the conduct of the party is in accord with the general
rules of neutrality and thet th;rtrcrz the continuation
of ﬁ normal exchange and transit of goods between the

conbracting

o bhird countr.

91/00°0%2
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. : HRE 2-#433 From Berlin June 1, 6 peite

contracting party not engaged in the conflict and a third

power will not be regarded as inadmissible support. -
KIRK

NPL




Enclosure No.
ﬂupntuh lq.
June B,

Jb Hof

American llhun;r , Berlis

+

Lieutenant Colonel Antonl Szymanski, I[iiitnrr
and Air Attaché to the Polish Embassy, was not dis-
posed to make optimistie predictions regarding any-
thing but the most immediate future of European
political and military affairs. In relation to the
German-Italien Treaty of May 22, he sald that the
Italians had been giving out that the treaty would
make for stabllity in EBurope since ths Germans would
now have to consult the Italians. Since this in-
terpretation of the treaty had emanated from Italian
souress, he was not inclined to place undue reliance

on its being necessarily the only possible cne. At

the same time, the treaty did seem to render it imprac-

ticeble for the Germans, or rather for Hitler, to

ntaga.nny sudden and unexpected move such as he had

done in the past. In that sense 'the Italian pact
might seem to institute delay in initiating military
operations and so might tend to serve the cause of
peaca,

Lieutenant V. A. Sundmen, Militery and Air
Attaché of the Finnish Legation in Berlin, stated in
relation to the German-Itallian treaty of alliance
that he felt the somewhat generalized terms of the
pact signed on May 22 must have behind them a more
detajiled military agreement if the provisions of the
pect were to be executed. However, he felt that

any




any supplementary military agresment would be cne of

detall only and would be designed merely to make ef-

fective the provisions of the general pact just

gigned in Berlin. He hoped thet the paot, which
obliped the Germans to consult their Italien allies,

might be interpreted as one which would prevent pre-

cipitate action by the former.

Berlin, June 2, 1939.




EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERIC

Dul)
Berlin, June 5, 1939,

Subject: Conversation with Albanian Minister # '
in Berlin as to recent event | 8
developments d
Balkans.
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The Honorable e

The Secretary of State,
Washington.

Ey i T ArMTIAL
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Referring to the Embassy's despatch No. 746

£ April 27, 1939, reporting expressions of view
vhi}'tr. Haouf Fioco, Minister of Albania }n-Burlin,
on political and military developments in Burope,
with special reference to the Balkan Peninsula, I
1/  have the honor to transmit a memorandum of a con-
versation between lir. Fico and a member of the
“mbassy in which the kinister expresses further

views on recent developments in Zurope and the

Balkans.
Tt wiYl be noted that the ilbanien lfinister,

despite the occoupation of his country by Italy, 1is

still




still recognized by the German Government as

possessing a certain diplomati®c status.

Respeotfully yours,

(LK

: Jlexander Kirk,
e Charge d'Affaires ad interim.

e

Ennlpé( =

1/ Memorandum as above.




Enulnqur1 to despatch
Yo. Mof June b, 1838,
from jmerican Embassy, Barlin.

M} [ORANDUL

May 27, 1939.

Subject: conversation between lir. Raouf Fioco,
yinister of Albania, and lir, Patterson.

lir. Raouf Fico, who had been a Turkish official
before the oreation of an independent ilbania, stated
that he was still recognised by the German Forelign
office as Minister of Albania. He hed, however, vir-
tually nothing to do, and seldom left his Lagntiﬁn.
Instruciions from Tirana were rare and of a routine
nature. His family were gotually at Tirana, but while
he received letters occasionally frum_tham, these
carefully avoided references to aught but such non-
political matters as personal health, etc,

on the oceasion of Count Clano's wislt to Berlin,
he had been invited to Ribbentrop's reception and had
attended. He had, in view of the King of Italy's being
also King of Albania, met Count Ciano at the Berlin
railroad station on his arrival, He had, in so doing,
acted on his own initiative and had received no instruc-
tion or invitation to do so. He had noted on the
platform the diplomatic repruFentativea of countries
assoclated with the Rome-Berlin Axis end the Anti-

Comintern Pact. On my remarking that Jugoslavia, whose

liinister had been reported om the platform, did no®

appear officlally %o be of that number, L. Fico admitted

that

et R T R
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that this was so o_rrioinllf but that Jugoslavia, since
the -;mum of Albania, was in a most precarious pos-
ition vis-d-vis the Axis and that the country and
presumably its Berlin representative, did not have all
the freedom of action desired. Also Jugoslavia was one
of the countries which did not have official relations
with the Soviet Union so could be considered at least
assoolated with the Anti-Comintern group of ocountries,
Mr. Fico did not know what the result of the
German-Italian egreement of May 22 would be, but
appeared to feel that it had hitched Italy to the German
chariot. Italy would be the first loser in a general
war, due to its exposed position. Italy was, in his
view, the key to the situation during a coming was in -
Zurope, since if that ocountry could be neutralized by
detachment through force or guile, from Germany, the
Germans could not win the war. Countries which, like
Jugoslavia, had now to play bell with Germany, would
at once side with Cermany's opponents and Germany would
be absolutely alone in a world of antagonists. Germany's
economic situation would not permit of its fighting a
long war successfully, but Germany, on the other hand,
would not collapse economically without a prior war. The
0ll wells of Rumania would probably be the first German
objective in a war due to the need of fuel for its air
force and motorized units. lir. Flco thought that the
Poles would fight rather than yleld substantially to

German demands and that the Turks would too. Gresece,

and even




and even Bulgaria, would side against Germany in oase

of a oontinued war. Hungary was too much in the grip

of Germany to be able to do very much by way of
opposition to German demands. In short, Mr. Fico
considered that Germany was in a less favorable

situation than in 1914 as regards resources and allies.
However, the East European countries had made mistakes
through’nhnrt-utghtudnona. Poland had been particularly
at fault there in nibbling at Czeohoslovakia in tha
autumm of 1938 at Teschen, despite its grievances

against the Czechs who, when the Soviet troops had
invaded Poland after the War, had refused to allow
munitions destined for Poland to pass through Czecho-
elovakia. The Czechs, under Benes (whom he described

as the spoiled child of the League of Nations) might,

in the nature of affairs, nét have been able to conciliate
the Germans or Hungarlians within their borders or outsids,
but they had shown political ineptitude in short-
gightedness in not conciliating the other Slavs in the
gountry: Slovaks and Ruthenians.

The danger of war, while perhaps not immediate,
continued owing to the German expansionism which showed
no sign of decreasing. However, this passion might be
restrained now that Gfaat Britain had formed an
allience of threatened countries. He felt that the
Russien alliance would be obtained. Mr. Fico remarked
bitterly that had the alliance organized by the British

been in effeot two months ago, the Italians would not

have

-
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hove ventured to descend om Albania, which might in
consecuence have retained its independence. Jugo-
slavia had been short-sighted in not opposing Itallan

designs on Albania gince thut oountry wWas now occupied

by a strong Italian force which could be used against

Jugoslavia. Jugoslavia was really in a weaker position

than Greece vis-a-vis the .ixis.

It sueﬁeﬂ probable that Germany would noﬁ rasort

to brutal coups just now, since the German people did

not wish war and the leaders did not wish to precipitate

it if they could get their ends by other means.

%

The linister, in conclusion, stated that he had

received invitations to official cersmonies Hn conneciion

with the coming visit %o merlin of Prince Paul and that

he proposed to accept them. is would not, however, go

to the station to receive the Frince-Regent, the situation

not being the same as the case of Count Ciano was the

representative of the government of the King of Italy.

He asked that his observations be gonsidered confidential.

J.P.
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Berlin, June 5, 1939
No. 038
Subject: Account of the Visit to Berlin of the

Itelian Foreign Minister, Count Ciane,
May 21-23, 1939,

12y,
Ak

The Honorable
~ The Secretary of State,

Washington.

Jrj; | /

T
Fpp With reference to my despatch No.9 2 /of June 5,1939,
m{\;ﬁnins the signature on the 22nd ultimo of a politi-
cel and military pact between Germany and Italy, I have
the honor to submit herewith for the Department's infor-
mation an acoount of the ceremonies attending Count
Ciano'a visit to Berlin, during the course of which the
Pact was signed. :

The Italian Foreign Minister arrived in Berlin by
train at 11 o'eloock on the morning of Sunday, May 21,
beins met at the statlon not only by Herr wvon Ribbentrop,
the German Forelign Minister, but also by several Cabinet
members: representatives of the Germen armed forces, in-
ocluding Admirsl von Raeder, Generals von Brauchitsch and

Milch; and members of the Party organizations, including

the
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the 5.8. and 8.A., as well as of the munieipality.of
Berlin. Furthermore, the diplomatic representatives
of countries olosely associated with the Rome-Berlin
Axis or with the anti-Comintern Pact were on the sta-
tion platform. These were the Japanese and Spanish
Ministers and the Ministers of Albania, Yugoslavia,
"Manchukuo" and Hungary. Count Ciasno was accompanied
by the ranking Italian army officer, Gemeral Pariani,
by a company of Italian civil officlels, and by a num-
ber of Italian Journalists.

The first offieial aect of Count Ciano was to lay -
a wreath at the War Memorial in Unter den Linden, which
he 444 at 11:45 o'clock, reviewing afterwards the guard
of honor drawn up for the occaslon. At 12:15 Count
Cieno paid a call on Foreign Minister von Ribbentrop in
the Foreign Office, which was immedlately returned at
the Hotel Adlon, in which the Italien party were lodged.
Herr von Ribbentrop then offered a luncheon at the Hotel
Eaiserhof in honor of the Italian visitors. Following
the conclusion of the lumchecn, Count Ciano was received
by Chancelor Hitler in the new Chancellery in the pres-

ence of the Germen Foreign Minister and the Italian

Ambassador to Germany. In the evening a dinner was

given by Chancelor Hitler to the Italian visitors and
among the guests were lnecluded Field Marshal Gbring,
Herr von Mackensen, the German Ambassador in Rome, and

Herr von Papen, recently returned from his mission at

Ankara.
The
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The formal signature of the German-Italian Pact
of Political and lilitary Alliance took plece in the
new Chancellery 24 hours after the arrival of Count
Ciano in Berlin. chlluﬂina signature by the two
Forelgn Ministers at 11 o'elock on the morning of the
2end, Herr von Ribbentrop turned to Hitler, who wit-
nessed the ceremony, with the following words: "My
Leader, T announce to you the completed signature of
the German-Italian Pact of Military Alliance." There-
upon, according to the press, Chancelor Hitler conferred
on Count Clano the highest decoration in the gift of the
Reich, namely, the Grand Cross of the Order of the r
German Eagle, in gold. Thereafter the Filhrer withdrew,
leaving the two Foreign Ministers to make public announce-
ment of their act over the German and Itallen radioc nets.
Herr von Ribbentrop and Count Ciano alsc later
made statements to the press regarding the Treaty of
Alliasnce. In view of the interest attaching to these

two sets of addresses, which were /mentioned in the
7C iy fLOF

Embassy's telegram No. 408 of 23, 5 p.m., the ori-

ginal German text, together with English translations,
;ra being enclosed herewith. In¢idantally the refer-
ence to the "mighty and invincible block of 300,000,000
people” made in the Relch Forelgn Minister's statement
to the press, which is contalned in the second enclosure
to this despatch, has caused considerable speculation.
According to sources close to local Party circles, this
total was arrived at by the following calculation of

the peoples whom the Relch Foreign Minister evidently

hopesa
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hopes will eventually form the Berlin-Rome diplomatie
block. First, there would be the 150,000,000 com~-
prising Germany end Italy, imoluding Albania and the
"protected" peoples of Bohemia and Moravia, as well as
Slovakia. To this would be added 85,000,000 Japanese,
24,000,000 in Manchuria, 24,000,000 in Spain, 10,000,000
Hungarians, 6,000,000 Bulgars, as well as 14,000,000
Yugoslavs, whom Germany and Italy hope to gain either
as willing ellies or possibly as subject peoples through
a division of this country emong themselves. On this
basia of speculation the total would thus come to about
283,000,000,

The remainder of the day of May 22 was occupled by
conversations between Ribbentrop and Clano, interrupted
by the award by telegraph on the part of the "EKing of
Italy and Albania, Emperor of Ethiopia" of the Order
of the Annunciation to Ribbentrop. The decoration
was conferred at a luncheon offered by the Italian Am-
bassador. Followinz the luncheon, Count Clano called
on Fleld Marshal Gring and is reported to have had a
talk of some length with him.

The avents of the day concluded with a large en-
tertainment offered by the Foreign Minister and Frau
von Ribbentrop to the Italian guests. Tha forelgners
present included ambassadors and ministers who had
recelved Ciano at the station on his arrival in Berlin.
The Italian visitors took leave of Berlin and of Ger-

many on the following morning.

On
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On orossing the frontier into Italy Count Ciano
addressed a telegram in the following terms to his
German colleague:

*Upon my return to Italy I wish to
express to you, Excellency, my thanks for
the reception, prompted by such hearty
friendship, accorded me by you, by your
Government and by the ocitizens of Berlin.

*T will always cherish the memory of
the two days I spent in Germany, for they
are closely connected with the historie
act which has united the history of Nation-
al Soolalist Germeny and of Fascist Italy.
Please give my kindest regards to the
Filhrer and convey to him my warmest wishes.
Will you also kindly express to Frau von
Ribbentrop my deeply felt esteem and my
heerty thanks for her charming hospitality.
To you, my dear friend, my sincerest greet-
ings and wishes.

Galeazzo Cleno."

The German press during the wisit was devoted

almost entirely to laudatory articles emphasizing

the friendship existing between Germany and Italy

and the influence end military might' they would wield
through the Treaty of Alliance (=ee in partioular
Embassy's telegrams No. 309 of May 21, 1 p.m., and No.
408 of Mey 23, 5 p.m.).

Jepanese interest in the signature of the Italo-
German pact was manifested by a telegram despatched
by the Jepanese Govermment to that of Germany reading
in translation as follows: "The Jepenese Government is
firmly convinced that the conclusion of the Pact of
Friendship and Allience between Germeny and Italy,
powers on a footing of intimate friendship with Japan,

has deepened the existing tles between the two coun-

tries




tries, and by giving a firm support to unstable
European conditions constitutes a most valuable
contritution to the maintenance and strengthening
of world pesace. On this mccount the Japanese Gov=
ernment offers its heartiest good wishes on the

occasion of this historicel event.™

Respectfully yours, i
a, A

Alexander Kirk
Chargd d'Affaires ad interim

TRoeraidTiaTe

Copy to American Embassy, Rome.

;
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Enclosure No.la
despatoh No. EJJE?or '
June 5 1939, from
American Embassy,
Berlin.

Translation

from
VULKISCHER BEOBACHTER
May 23, 1939.

The Statements of the Foreign i{inisters
to the press.

The text of the declaration mede by the Italian

Foreign Minister Count Ciano to the Germen and foreign

press 1s as follows:

"The pact which Herr won Ribbentrop and I signed in
the name of our governments unequivocally establishes the
complete political and military sclidarity of Germany
and Italy. Its provisions are categorical. = The spirit
" with which they are imbued is the same that rosiQaa in the
ethical laws of Fascism as outlined by the Duce in his
historiec speech on the May Field on September 28, 1937:
*To be friends, and being a friend, to march together to
the end.' Italian-German relations have conformed with
these laws in the past and they will do so in future.

From now on the two countries and the two peoples consti-
tute one indestructitle bloe ‘closely welded together by
the enelogy of thelr views, the existence of a common
frontier established for ell time, the community of their
interests and the complete harmony of their policleas.

"The paoct of today's date lends to the historical fact
of this firm unity the form of definitely defined obliga-
tiona between the two states. The alliance concluded by
Italy and Germany is without ulterior motives and reserva-

tions.
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tions. Its basis, its provisions end its aims are clear-
ly expressed. At the same time it is a pact of constant
political cooperation and unconditionel military collabora-
tion.

"During the negotiations end conclusion of the agree-
ment the National Socialist and the Fasclst Govermments

had in mind the maintenance of Eurcpean peace. I need not
repeat what the Duce had occasion to say freguently a short

time ago, nemely that first and foremost Itely intends %o
continue her work and her oultural projects. Nelther are
there any problems in Europe that cannot be solved with

good will and justice nor are there any grounds that would

justify a war which would necessarily spread from a European
war to a world war. This is what Italy tpj_nks and it is
also what Germeny thinks.

"Just as our two countries agree in this ou;non desire
for peace so they agree in the resolve to demand that the
knots shall be untied which are still binding the life of
Europe and in the determinatiom to unite their forces,
their will and their destinies in order to make a front -
in peace &s in war = against nny.attﬂnpt to threaten thelr
1iving space or to violate the development of the life and
the interests of ‘their peoples. For, in our opinion, these
interests cannot be separated from each other and1mu.st be

upheld and protected by us in an indissoluble community."

The declaraticn of Relch Forelgn Minister von Ribben-

trop was as followa:
"The
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"The Bsrlin-Rome axis, which was the outocome of
Germany's and Italy's joint defensive begun years ago
against the beneficlaries of the Versailles status quo,
and of the determination of both states to give Europe
a fairer peace, has repeatedly passed through the trial
by fire successfully. Therefore, if the pact for a
German-Italian alliance determined upon only two weeks
ago in Milan was signed today by the plnuipntantinritl1
of the Duoe and the Fihrer in the capital of the Relch,
this does not signify a new era in Germeny's and Itely's

,polioy, it merely means that the two governments are

. thereby bringing a natural development to a logical con-
clusion. It is only matural that the identical aims

of Mational Sgoialism and Fascism should bring the
peoples together in an ever closer community of inter-
ests and an ever deeper unity. Today's treaty, which
comprehensively demonstrates the will of both matloms

to master their future together, has no other purpose
therefore than to confront the world with a dooumentary
statement of what has long since been a living political
reality.

"Since Germany and Italy have shaken off the fetters
of Versaillea and the Geneva system and have been build-

ing up their policles exclusively on the strength of

their newly arisen empires, instead of on ideoclogies
remote from reality, the so-called democracles have
doubled their exertioms to force the two powers lnto

devendence again and, more recently, even to encircle

them




them. At the same time, those countries tried again
and again to play off the axis powers against each
other and even to disrupt the afis. In spite of all
the digappointments which the clear policy and the un~
shakable coalition of the Powers of Order have caused
these democratic schemers, they never stopped speculat-
ing wildly about a possible breach of the axis. This
Play was meant to make others forget the lack of any
positive political success of thelr own.

"In the face of all these illusions and intrigues
the new pact proves beyond all doubt and misrepresenta-
tions the indestructible unity of the 150 million pecple
united under the leadership of Adolf Hitler and Bemito
Mussolini.  While the encirclement policy of the demo-

oeratic governments is directed against Germany and Italy
disguised or openly - the new Berlin-Rome pact threatens
no one. While the pact policy of our opponents is play-
ing an irresponsible game with war and war panio, while
they endeavor to rouse whole continents sgainst each
other, the object of the new pact 1n‘hracian11 to guar-

antee peace against such dangerous menaces. While the

e .

aims of the encirclement politicians are puralf negative
and work to maintain o0ld injustices in orda; to prevent
Germany and Italy from ocoupying the place they are en-
titled to in the world and to keep them from enjoying
the goods of this earth, the ideals of the Fowers of

Order are positive and constructive: They want pesce,

e MR e

but a Just peace, in order to gusrantee to their peoples
and the whole of Europe - end in the last analysis, the

world




world - the blessings of permanent and firmly estab-
lished order.

"Both governments are firmly convinced that there
is not a single problem in ZEurope that cannot be solved
peaceably if there is good will on all sides. But at
the same time, they are definitely resolved not to re-
treat one step before threats of force and to protect
the vital rights of their peoples with all their might
and with every means at their disposal. No ome in the

world can henceforth doubt, misinterpret or shake the
indissoluble and fateful unity of the Great German

Reich and the Italian Empire.
"Any inroads on Italian or German rights will in

future have to face the combined might of the two coun-
tries. ZEvery inch of German and Italien soil will from
now on be defended jointly by Italien and German soldiera.
Germany and Italy together with their powerful and loyal
friends throughout the world form a mighty and invinocible
bloc of 300 million people who are prepared to offer thelr
hand to everyone in friendship but who are also determined
to shatter every enemy with their massed forces."
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Enclosure No.Ea, .
despateh No. BﬁJ‘ﬁ:t
® June 5,1939, from
American Embassy,Berlir
Tranaslation

from
DEUTSCHE ALLGEMEINE ZEITUNG
May 22, 1939

Radio Addresses by Cianc and Ribbentrop.

The radio address which the Italian Foreign Minister
Ciano gave after the signing of the pact was as followa:

"The pact of alliance and friendship concluded today
stipulates and confirms in clearly cutlined political and
military obligations the deep relationshlp of the spirit
and the work existing between National Socialist Germeny
and Fasclst Italy.

"The two great nations renewed and strengthened by
the genius and the will of the Filhrer and the Duce have
taken their place at the head of European history in nrar
to maintain the foundations of a thousand-year old culture,
and today they have welded themselves together into an in-
destructible bloec of strength, will and interests to pro-
teot the principles of order and justice in a world which
is in the process of disintegration. i

"The mgreements in the pact are so unequivocal in
their brevity and clarity that they require no commentary.
They correspond in nature to the honest frankness which
characterizes the Italien-German relations. The will

) which they express is the will of two nations deeply ocon-

scious of the community of their destinies.
; "It




"It affords me particular pleasure to see my name
connected with that of Herr won Ribbentrop on this docu-
ment - on this document which while putting a seal on the
work Germany and Italy have accomplished together in the
past also points the lon.g way which our two nations with
their 150 million workers, civilians and soldiers will
merch along together into the future, imbued with the

desire to keep the peace - always their highest ideal -
but at the same time firmly resolved to protect their
inalienable rights to life and progress with unylelding

determination.”

The statement of the Reich Foreign Minister von Rib-

bentrop made over the radio wes as follows:

"Early in May the Filhrer and the Duce resclved to
give s:ﬁruuiun to the close ocoalition between thelr two
nations by conmcluding a comprehensive political and mili-
tary peot of alliance. In Milen, where the people of
northern Italy gave the envoy of the Fihrer a triumphal
reception, the Italian Foreign Minister and I by a hand-
shake confirmed this resolution of the chiefs of govern-
ment with the approval of the entire Italian people. Today,

only two weeks later, with the same enthusiasm, the whole
German nation is welcoming the envoy of the Duce, Count
Ciano, who has just signed the pact with me.

"Phis historic act is the conclusion of a development
which grew out of the inner similarity between the National
Socialist and the Fasoist revolutions end has led to an
ever oloser community of interests and deeper union of
the two natlions. Germany and Italy are now an indissol-

uble community.
"The




"The world will have to make the best of t'h.i.n fact.

No power on earth, no on-.lt;l and no agitation can alter
it. To demooratic war agitators who are trying to in-
vent the most complicated and double-faced pact system
in order to enocircle Germany and Italy, this alliance is
a_positive answer. Its language is olear and sure of
its aims, in conformity with our way of thinking. The
two nations will stand together in future, come what may,
elways ready to hold out a hand of peace to a friend but
&rimly determined to protect and guarantee thelr vital
rights together.

"One hundred end fifty million Germans and Italians
with their friends in the world constitute a bloec that is
invineible. It is a proud feeling for every German and
Italian to be a member of this indissoluble militant com-
munity (Kempfgemeinsohaft) under the leadership of Hitler
and Benito Mussolini.”
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Referring to my despatoch No. 927 of er;n
date, enclosing the text of the Pact of Friend-

signed in Burl‘m on May 22, I have the honor
to transmlit herewith a memorandum enhtnining
certain observations on this agreement made to
4 member of the Embassy staff by the Military
and air attaches to the Embassy of Poland and
to the Legation of Finland in Berlin.
Respectfully yours,

For the Charge d'iffaires a, 1,:

- 7 7 T
710 QQH.- .m’mfémd e
JF AC Donald R, Heath,

First Secretary of Embassy.
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Dated June 71959
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Secretary of State,
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dressed t he volunteers in a spfech vhiich 1s characters
1zed chiefly by the omission of any irect mensicn of

Russia or Bolshevikism which has usually been




=Cw #7427, June 7, noon, from Herlin

Francols plEt‘}rr asslatance-in resculng hla. country

hE had decided in July of that year to render active ald
to the same extent and for such a time as the rest of

the world should supnort theé internal enemles of Spaing
HE had taken thls step not only to protect Europe but
nlso GErmoany frmm_ﬁ simillar catostrophe at some later
date and in so doing hnd llkewise demonstruted GErmany!ls
sympathy for a courageous nation which, despite British
pressurg to eEnlist its ald against Germany, had remained
powerful ‘fhroughout the world ware Italy he said had
arrived at the same declsion for simllnr reasons -and
German=Itnlian ccoperation. in this respect thus con=
stituted the first practical demonstration of the
ideclogicnl bonds uniting these two countriesy Hitler
then sharply condemned the "international plutocracies"
for thelr inaobility to understand and their unwillingness
te admlt these 1dezlistic motives back of German and
Italian action and sald that the Peturn of the volunteers
now gave the 1lle to thﬁ vieious allegntions by politi-
cians nnd Journalists in France and England that Italy
and GErmnny had 1:t:nd;d to conguer Spaln, divide 4t
among themselves and steal its coloniese With such liEes,
these people in the demoecrncies stirred up thelr natlions

and tried agoin and again to make Spaln the starting

point
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=Smmit 427y June 7, noon, from BErling 4

point of the &atastrophe ‘'which these enclirclement t li= .
ticians, war azitators and war profiteers desired most

LY
ardently, namely, the next great European war, Reealling
4

how painful it has been for so long to have to make silenowe

about the déeds of the Condor Legion in Spain, liitler

henped proise on the volunteers and assured them of the

o v e o

full recognition by the entire German natlon of the ir
heroism.  Their aucceasful struszszle in Spain would only

serve to increiése the German nation's confidence 'in e

{tsclf to strengthen the bond of conrodeahip with 1ts
friends cnd to leave no doubt in the world that if inter=
nationnl war agitators should ever ftry se carry out thelr .
intentions of ctbtacking the Germon Reisly, such an .
cttempt would meet with = ‘defense by the Germin prople and
the Germon army regerding which thr snecirclemsnt. propa=
gandlats do not yeEt seem to hivVE correct ldeas HItlEP
coneluded with ¢ tribute to the Ibtalicn wvolunteers in /
Soain and to Franco who, throusii his courigeous ond un= :
fciling belief in victory, becime the savior of his peopleEe
i e I
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This telegramapust be Berlin .
closely paraphrased be- FROM
fore.being communicated

:f+ﬂxﬁgyan£. (c)

2 : Rec'd B8:30 Aelly ¥
i v 3 (]
_{Etufifary of State,

Washington,

Dated June 14, 1939

[ (L DIVISIGN GF

N‘I EUROPS ¢4 aFFaig
Q\/M 14 1939

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

491, June 14, 11 a.m,

Cr-'-"'.‘T'l'\r"“'ﬂ‘r AT

My 488, June 13, 7 p.m.

Reports have econtinued to eirculate In Berlin to
the Effect that conversations were proceeding between the
Gfrman and Polish Governments in regard to the controversy
bEEWEEN the two countries and 1t has been variously
rumored that proposals on the part of Germeny have been
Presented not: only/in “arsaw but also i r?'~n and Parils
and that the Italian Government was mani liu; an actlve

R i

Interest in the alleged conversations through the Péﬁi;h
ambassador to Rome whoase visit to Jnrﬂﬁ’_wﬂd sald %o nﬁ?g
coilncided with that of the Polish Anbas uﬁrv Lo “Erlin.:i

In dlscussing these rumors a member of the Polish
cembassy here stated that insofar as he was aware they
WErE Entirely without foundation, that nelther Government
had made any approaches in the mattip since last Merch,
that according to his information the Folish Governmen

not econtemnlating the pesalbility of any progress unti]
= I N i 5 E

¥ there
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=2= #491, June 14, 11 a.m,, from Berlin,

there should be some indication of an intent on the part

of the German Government to mect the conditionseprecedent

to negotiations as laid down in Beck's speech on May § 5.

and that Cermany need not be expected to make any B2
5]

constructive proposal in regard to Danzig and the corridor ]

untll it had become convinced that the intimidat’ on

tactlca.which 1t was employing ageinst Poland could not g

(repeat not) succeed, §
Ihe Polish Embassy here, the secrctary said, ]

awaeiting with interest developments in connection with

Uoebbels projected trip to Danzig where he night make :

some statements which would throw seme: 1icht an German %

planse He added, however, that in spite of the recurrent
Wes of tension 1t wss hls personal oninion th Polish

German relations need not be expected to UndeErgo any

irasti nCe untll the latter part of ths mmer

i G nE rEferred b 3! . .

' E r ou U 1l German 1
lnaugurate some action poasibly 4n the form of an intensive

agltatlon against Polish "control" of Danzie,
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SECrEbory of  3tate

wosliington

N 1
514, Jung 17, noon ‘0O
sy 810, June 17,°3 paia
STRICTLY CLITTDERTIAL
i}
£ ‘Britiah Ambtasader -in discursing the Anglo- & L
Fren-hi=3oviet nggotistions expresacd the opinion that -
. (": i
althovgh Ghere waa no reason to belleve: thot the Génﬂnn 1
. nilitory sroup was purticularly impressed by the evaluation ;

o

of The pousoible extent and efficacy of Soviet ald as a

positive rcetor In the event of war in Eurcpe the attitude =

1 o g I, ¢ S
s T 5 .

which the Sovigt Government might adopt wis certainly

h of meot ecrsideration in the minds of that group in re- 5 _i
{ lation to mnegeting the glaring risks involved in a war ¥ ;;
F n v frents and that thia conaiderction constituted =
] ample juf;jfic:tion for the current allegationa that the L E
| germnn Government was not only restraining anti-Soviet 38 ﬂ
manifestati-ons but was even looking to the possibility “ ?
of insuring o benevelent neutrality on the part of : 3
Soviet Russin towards Germany in the event of war, In 1t
.r'; the immediste circumstances, however, the Ambassador
stated 23 i
15
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' TELEGRAM RECEIVED

HRE

1L
This telegram must be BERLIN
closely paraophrased be= f
fore being communicated Dated June 18, 1939 '
to anyone (D) . .
Reo'd 1:05 peme »

Secretary of State 3

Yiashington

515, June 18, 1 p.m,
Continuing my 514, June 18, noon (SECTION TWO).
The Italian Ambasaador here in discussinz the same :
subject sold that the delay in concluding the above -
mensloned negotiations lends strength to the argument _5
heard in Germany that the compllieations encountered arise
1t'1Etat_in'part from the faet that theé alms of the accord
exceed the requirements of a poliey of defence on the part
of the so=eolled Enclrelement powers and that in faet the
| proposed accord looks to a poliey of offense against
GeErmonys A8 o posalble counterngtion to this impression
the Ambasscddor ndded intimations had been in elreulation
to the effeet thot, when an agreement ‘had been reached with :
the Soviet, England would propose some brond conatructive ;
measures which would be destined to relieve the tension
throughout the world. In a subsequent conversation with .
the French Ambossodor he infrr%ﬂd me that he had heard of
the foregoing intimation and was inclined to ascribe
it's origin to British sourocess : ;

(EID OF MESSAGE) '
KIRK

. . NPL
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This telegrom muat be ;

closely parophrased be-

fore belng comnunicated | b E

to anyone (D) Doted -June 23, 1839 ;

Rec'd 4:10 pam, .

Seeretary of 8tate

Washington

T

i

545, Jung 25, 3 p.n.

_BSg

My 505, June 15, 9 pe.n.

A nmetiber of the - Poliah Enboaay. hers-hos rnde the

=t

following cbservations in regerd ‘to recent deviloprnents

=

in Pnlish=Gerind relotionog

g

BEGI Y STATEIENT.: Goebbela' leteat apcechea norked
no conapicucus eontrlbution ond constituted merely
ferceful relterction of the clniﬁ to-Dcnzit vhicH had befEn

s srted ond eonsistently noint ined by Gerncnye The

a il

o ios? G

focty; however, thot & Hinlaster of the Reich could rinke

with inpunity sn anti=Polish gpeech -in Donzig itaelf

rnight induce o more favorable recetion abrond to the

31

Polish ctuae in that it proved the cectucl free stotua :
cf the city ond hence gove gsupport to the contention thot
Gerneny was not primerily interested in the technienl 3
return of Donzig to the Relch or o "ecorridor through thre
Corridor™ but in reality wns entertoining. for nore gxtena= f:
ive berritoricl pretentiona. Although Goebbels . did nbt y

revenl




CA -=2==545 fron EBerlin,.

revenl -thode territorinl arbltiona the Polliash Enbasay
hed informotion to the gffect thot discussions in Nozi
party sectional neetings hed covered the return to Germany
of the Corridor and Posen.

There were no definite indiections as te yhat would
be the next steps which Gerrony night take in the Danzig
contraveray,. The Pollsh Embosay asouned, however, thot
lat > on in. the swmer an intense pregs canpdiszn vould
be ssarted akolinot Poland ginllor to thnt louncned cgnlnat
Ozrchoslovakio last swmer in the hope that it would be
Jacdceanful in undernining Polish nornle to the polnt thot
the Polish Governnent would yield Donzig. Obviously no
one could mow whot Hitler woaa planning or would eventuclly
do buthit woa conceivable thet in the presint internctional
situation he would seck tﬁ.ﬁvﬁid nny militory ocction and
wes preparcd if neceoaary to allow the natter to go over
for annther year hoping with the lapse of tine he could
weoken the British and French deternincotion to support
Polond, ;

(END OF SECTION OHE)

EHE NPL
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TELEGRAM RECELIVED

CJ 11338
This telecgram must bE FrROM BERLIN

closcly paraphrased be=
fore being communicated
to anyont. (D)

Dated June 25, 1959

REc'd 3:48 pam,

Secretary of State,

Washington,

546, June 23, 4 Delle

S s . 7 . s 8 e ¢ i ol - X
e R

Continuing my 545.

(SECTION TO).
| i ¥

The Polish Embassy had noticed one rather alarinng
development and that was the visit to thc Baltlc C
L

countries of German offlcers and memmbers of Ribbentrop's .

aasumed of EX=

personal staff with the purpose it was
ploring the possibilities of "rneircling" Poland poli=

tically or militarily from the north, There was

strong opnosition in 14 thuania to the present Government :

T

and there had been speculation in Folond as to whether

Germany would endeavor to exploit this situation, It ik

was thought, however, that after Germany's sction of h

teking over the Czechs such gttempts would not (repeat

not) be succesaful, Furthermore as a result of the march ;

into Prague the German influence in inciting outonomous

agitotion among the Ukranians in southern Polond was no é
)

In cny cage at the present time 1

Germany LJ

|
;
P Ay longer effective.
t




=2« #546, June 23, 4 p.m., from Berlin

Germany would not make any discoverable effort to
stir up agitation among the Ukranian elements in Poland
beccuse such action would arouse Russian suspicion ot
o time vhen Germany was endeavoring to gain ﬁuuuinn
goodwill,

End Stoatement,

END OF MESSAGE.

KIRK

T e A, e i i s

T e —




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

REB ' '

A portion'_ﬁ;

this telegram must be FrOM

closely paraphrased be- BERLIN :

fore belng communicated | 4
: to anyone. (br) Dated July 21, 19539 ]

=7 Reo'd 5:056 pe me

L

SEcretary -of State pr—
y r r;f DIVISION OF

'ﬂﬂ&:‘liﬂgtﬂﬂ. ' tf';mmrl i AFFARR

Sl 22 1

1

0" 682, July 21, ‘10 p. m,

{ 66392) DEPARTMEN] Iﬂ';!‘f[t

0. (GRAY) My telegzvam No, 682, July IT, 4 P e

L/29° D09

r
-

'Irr r

while sparse has been *o the €ffect that it denotes = PE=

»

pudiation or "Pilsudski's testament" which £niolned

cT

pErmanent understanding between Germany and Poland tha

it demonstrated the ‘spirit Inspiring Poland's actions and

-
that 1t showed that the danger of conflict did % arisc
I'rom the side of Danziz or Germany but from a possible 4
adventure by Poland on England's orders or Even on ita i
43 -+ - r.
he local ress feabure [ L i E{
to Poland" General Brauchitach's sneech YEaterdoy at !
frannenberg in which he Internreted the  symbi 15 Limlfl- ‘

A cance to Germans of the temm russion lapnd™,

114

L

¥ T
8
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REB

2-#682, From Berlin, July 21,10p.m.

customs guard by a Danzig border offlcial and 1t 1a
gstated that at a press conference for the forelgn press
held ‘this afternoon at the Propaganda Ministry it was
announced that in the German view the incident 1is
liquidated. (END GRAY)

Aceording to forelgn correspondents present at this
conference the offlelal spokesman also Expressgd the
opinion that whi“e Germeny demanded the unconditional
return of D;nziﬁ it rziected completely a warllke solutlon
nnd did not expect a so-called Augusat cr}s;s although 1t

wna Indicnted that the present situation conld not endure

many menths longer.

EMB

NPL
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

thE




RFP =2= #736, August 5, 1 pesn. from Berlin

retrenchment and that by the terms of the guarantee
extended to Poland Great BEritain has signed over te Polnnd
the power to decide whether and when the eatire British
military force is to be used, In conclusion it is
nsserted that as long as Englond participates in
artificially created di:]r:‘utk:: and even goes aso far oz . to
side with those who are not amenable to o reasonnble
settlement "should after nll be the one to bear the costs
of the growing unrest and the imrossibility of a peanceful
developmént,"

Other papers nalso stress the werlness of the British
poaition nos revealed by Chamberlcin's remirks nnd ‘likewlse
emphatically cssert that his repliecs have exposed the
profound deceitfulnegss of British foreign policye In
this connection the BOERSEN ZEITUNG for example declarcs
Edltorially that -’_'h'.r.:htg-l'in moade 'Lt clear that Gregt
Bpitcoin intends to observe the agreement arrived at by
Arit: nd Craigle only until such timc as 1t ean free

In Europe,




TELEGRAM RECEIVED
cJd

This telegram muat bE — BERLIN
cloaely pappphrosed be= ”
fore bein: communicoted prom Dated Auguat 8, 1939
to anyone. (D)

Rec'd 4:50 p.m,

DIVISION OF J.
“EURDPEAM AFFA
| 9 ug‘k

PARTMENT OF STATE

Secretary of State,

Washington,

751, August 8, 8 p.m, (SECTION O

From conversations with colleagues here during the
ﬁas* few cays the impression 1s obteined that the acou=
muleted tensior of recent months is regarded as being
gongentratsd ncw int;:r a period covering cle next few
WEE3, !Many point to the next fortnight as the crucial
time, some look to the latter half of September, but all

are inclined to agree that owing to the technical problem

9S0S/00° OPL

of transporting the masses who are expected to attend

the celebration of the anniversary of Tannberg on +
! ; : = BB -

August 27th and the Party Congress at Nuremburg which is.

\ =\

sch-duled to close on September 11th' it is unlikely that \

any action requiring extensive use of railroad and other ’

transportation will be launched by Germany from the 95)
latter part of August to the middle of September, -1%
In spite of the impression of the imminence of o _}
orisis the same uncertainty which hna hitherto prevailed )
13 noted as to the actual intentions which Hitler may L

have, Persons professing to be in a position to judge

. aasert U




-2~ #751, August 8, B pem, (SECTION ONE) from Berlin

!
assert that Hitler does not want war, that he 1s fully

awarc of the possibilities of social and economic chaos
inherent in a general conflict, that he does not belleve
that the solution of the Danzig problem alone is worth
a general war, and finally, that although he is preparing
for eventunlities he has not yet reached a definite de-
cision as to his course in the immediate future, This
general view is also reflected among the diplomatic re=
presentativea of those countriea openly or tacitly
altgned with Germany. The situation whichk has been
erected, however, 1s recognized as one which in 1ita pre-
laent course points to climax but althougl: conjecture is
without 1limit no agreement seems to exist as to the test
by which Hitler's intent may at present be gouged or
EvEn ag to the elements both within Germany and abroad
which might combine in the formulation of that intent
hnd direct its implementation,

(END SECTION ONE).

KIRK

NPL:EMB




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

cJ ‘

This telogwam must be BERLIN

closcly paraphrascd bg- FROM

fore being communicated Dated August 8, 1939

to anyone, (D)
Rec'd 4:02 p,.m,
Secrctary of State,

Washington,

752, August 8, 9 p.m,

Continuing my 751, August 8, 8 p.m, (SECTICN T70).

In the meanwhile rumors circulate os to nttemrts
which are being made towards pollictive measurcs in the
Danzig controversy in which Mussolini's nate is ‘most fre=
quently menticneds In my conversations with my colleagucs
here, however, nothin: definite along this lint has been
fortheoming and no indication has been siven that efforts
are being made to £asc the general state of trnsion
which is so acute that there is little inclination to
regard the specific points of conflict immediately at
i1ssue as subjects for peaceful solution or to coopcrate
with a view to dealing with those individual issucs «t
o tiME.HhEn the overwhelming possibilitira now enviaased
may be rendered more remote,

(END OF -MESSAGE)., ‘

KIRK
EMB:NPL
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED <
GRAY o=

BERLIN
Dated August 10, 1939

Ree'd 4:12 p.m,

Secretory of 3tate, [ orvision o f

. ]-'ll!‘nm o pELEEA
‘.-r.""__','*if‘.'z'.'.-"*!‘u |

Z }piﬂﬁ L%/pﬁﬁ

.

EPARTMENT OF STATE

772, Auzust 10, midnight,

- - - e - T
rivEs-"prominent att

Today's Berlin precas
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=2= #7172, August 10, meen,” Berlin

ment workers and soldiers which he announced would be

in' _nsified by exchanges of visits of workers deputlces

to army mancuvers and soldiers! visits to armaments fac-
torirs Brauchitsch said Germany had no intention of in=
timidating the world with threats or of letting itself

be intimidated "least of all by the senseless threats of
certain foreign generals who speak already of a wictor=- ;
ious battir before Beérlin and a new peace of Versailles",
The apealkir stresszd Germany's naticnal cnd social unity
and said, "we look to the future with th:e moat profuse
confidencc"s Saying that the Fuehrer wonid never play
1ightly with German lives Brauchitsch declared that should
"the Fuehrer however makg of us the last and greatest de=
mand then we can be saure that there 13 no other way but
that this will be inalterably necessary for the survival
of our people',

Editorial comment on this speech emphasizes that be=
fore and during the last war the German worker was never
reconciled to the then political system that this has
been changed by the fact that the Fuchrer is a former
worker and that the German people realize they are all
in the same boat and that if Germany collapses :v:rfthing
collapses, The German papers quarrcl with foreign press

interpretations of the country=wide tours of German

leaders




72, dAuzuat 10, weem, Berlin

lraders such as thoae of Goerlng (see my 760, August 9,
R 1 | i Brouchitsch and stote thot for from bein
undertaken with a view to creating favorable public

opiailon for future difficvlt times they were designed

1

to promote and reflect the comradeshlip of a1l eclaascs

in Germany!a cause,

KIRE
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HRE TELEGRAM RECEIVED
This telegran must bE BERLIN

closely pamophroged bee-
fore being communicdated FrRom Dated August 12, 1639

to anyone (D)
Rec'd 5:40 panas

"'I tl-l.»:ﬂ.- i I f
; 4 , DIVISION OF = . \F (f des )
Washington Eﬂw AFFAITS o *'i'
ﬁ 14 mg |
7 ugus 2, B
ek i h.3F5. B Dalty nm eNT OF STATE I

A prominent German journalist who is lmown to be
very close to Goering as well as to Ribbentrop end who

in the post has proved to be relloably informed has stoated

categorically and with emphasis that there could be no
( Jﬁiﬁ;hﬂ?huﬂﬁ5g

eompake £ 1th regord to Danzig and that Hitler wos
deternined to see it returned to the Reich., He expreassed
the conviction without qualifications thot this would be

achieved without the outbresk of a general Europecn wo E
dince he was convineced that neither Grect Epitoin nor JE_-,

L)

1 -'_-'I’F’J!'i

France would go to war over Danzig. Moreover, he indicited
thrt this view was shored by the persons in cuthority in
Gerrany, He admitted the possibility thot the Poles might
fizht but declared that Germany eould handle then in
short tire and that auch action on thecir part would not
suffice to bring Grect Britoin oand France to thelr slde,
The foregoing stotement wos mode in-o converaction
wiﬁh an Anerican not connected with the Embosay and ainilar
opinions hove been expressed within the 1laat fev days by
perspons in c¢lose connection with Government officinls,

KIRK
NK:EMB

908/€9°008L
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REB TELEGRAM RECEIVED
GRAY

Berlin
FROM Undated

Rec'd August 14, 1030

393830 pe Mg "

Secretary of State, P —— ;:
Washington, ol "“”-)"' AFFAIRS :

AYe"™ 5 1939 o1

794, SlpsrarTuem: or :Wg_ :‘

My 791, August 14, noon, ' ::

The evening papers none of whicli publish on Monday
mornings fiature Clano'a meeting with Hitler and Ribbentrop
characterizing it as a demonstration of the clear unanimity

1
of German and Italian policy on all matters "from the

Fa; East to Spaln" and in particular on Danzig, The

foreign pffss 1s ridiculed for 1ts dangerous tEnﬁsnuy to
read into- the meeting an indication of a difference of é?
views between the nxis partners when in fact the two Gov:fﬁ-:
ments are 1n complete accord and the rumor circulated ab?%;d
that an aggressive move in the Balkans was the main subjéBt
of the conversations 1s bitterly denounced as an unscrupu=
lous attempt to caustg tension in eastern Europe which would
draw these states toward the emcirclement front, Although
Editorial comment thus follows the line adopted by the
VOLKISCHER BEOBACHTER article quoted in my telegram under

reference both BOERSEN ZEITUNG and the DAZ (%) with
emphasls




REB
: 2«#794, From Berlin, Undated

gmphasis that the axis powers believe that the polnts at
(:Fﬁﬂ\\xhiissuz in Europe today can bg segttled without war, At the
same timﬂ,/ﬁnwzvsr, it 1is ﬁnintzd out that they muat be
solved and hnthﬂpap:ra declare that whereas Great Britain
and France are constantly proclaiming their love of peace,
thelr actions belle these words, notably the guarantee
which as part of the encirclement policy confers upon
Poland the power to provoke a war, In the eoncluding
paragraph of its editorial the BOERSEN ZEITUNG  summarizes
the German standpoint under the following three headings:
"(one) now as ever Germany has no points of dispute with
England and France which affect their vital interests or
cannot be peacefully settled, (Two) The question of
Danzig has nothlng to do with the Indépendence and
freedom of Poland, (Three) Germany's determination to
solve this question at the given time is as strong as 1=
: 1ts armed power in case 1t should be forced to utillize 1t

for its defense agalnst certain blows,"

KIRK
CSB




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

BERLIN
FROM .
Dated August 15, 1939

This telegram moat be
elosely paraphrased

before being communi-

cated to anyone (D)
Received 8:20 pem.

Secretary of State
DIVISION 00 # /e

Pray affess

18 :mr-f

Washington -

804, August 15, 8 pem.
DEP 1 OF STATE £
STRICTLY COTIDEMTTAT , L
nMed,

The Italian Ambassador did not (repeat not) proceed
t6 Rome with Ciano as stated in the press but returned

to Berlin, Although I have asked to see him he has not

yet given me an appointment and it is now said that he
has left Berlin this evening,

A friend of the Ambassador who saw him however
informs me that the optimism which Attolico has hitherto
displayed hos disappeared and thet he 1s manifesting
great onxietye, He is under the impression that Attolico
telieved that Hitler might be inclined to cdopt o more
moderate cttitude ond although the Ambessador refrained
from giving definite information cs to the course of the
conversotions ot Salzburg and Berehiteggeden he indicated
that moderction had not been monifested a;d that Hitler
wid mraoaged hj the tone and contents of the uncompromising
reply of the Polish Government in the exchange of noﬁss
a few doys ozo in regord to the German protest over certain

developmenta

e i S —— i
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EDA - 2 - #804, August 15, 8 pem, from Berlin

developments relating to matters in the city of Danzig.

My colleagues here are apparently in ignorance of
what octuclly traonspired in the course of the Clano
conversotions and the results of the Burckhordt cnnfsr:ﬁce
at Bcrchtssgﬂdcn have not yet been discussed but the
impression prevells thot whobever gfforta Cicno may have
made to modify Hitler's attitude have failed,

(END SECTION ONE),

KIRK

CFW:RR




-

TELEGRAM RECEIVED

JR

This telegram muat be

closely paraphrased before Berlin

being communicated to FROM

anyone, (D) Dated August 15, 1839

Rec'd Bi29 pemy

Seeretnry of State,
DIVISION OF
1 .'-;.':hingtﬂn. A2 PRNPTaN AFFINg
i ‘1{!.‘1?11& 1939
805, August 15, 9 me :
: o . 5 DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Gontinuing my B804, August 15, 8-p:W; (SECTION Tﬁﬂ}.

The report has even been repeanted to the effect that
although Ciasno and ﬁl?bsntrﬂp hod ngreed in writing upon
certdiln bases of ‘cooperation between Germiny and Italy
in‘case of eventualities with the oral stipulation by
Clano that the Danzlg issue would not (repeat not) be
precipitated, Hitler himself had rejected that stipulation
nnd had declared that Danzlg was Germany's offalr,

There is no 1ﬁﬂ1cﬁtion‘hsrc to minimize the gravity
of the present situation. The extent of the military
preparedness 13.gsncrnllg acknowledged and certaln
indicrtions have labtely been detected that o process of
mobilization which would eEnable immediante military nction
1s being effected without the acctuanl publlcatlon of orders
usually attending mobilizatione The intent of Hitler 1is
still unknown and someg authshti8c: nccount of the
result of the Ciano visit as well as that of Csaky who is

reported




leagies however express the convietlon

agaln 1n Munich 13 awanlted to throw

Ent momentum continues the Danzlg issuc

tated within:a brief delay unless HItler

evailed upon by somg direct approach unatibi nded

ty to postpone dctlon or is presented with

ght on this ‘E"-!;lr"":]!ﬁ‘:_ factor.  Certain
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TEI..EGRAM RECEIVED

cJ S i R

This telegram must bE BERLI N

closely paraphrased be= 37

fore being comrmunionted  From Dated August 16, 1939

to anyone, (D)
Rec'd 4 pe.m,

Seorctory of State, A 7
DIVISION Op( <7 5=

Woshington
icd S — EUROPEAN arramgl - /- J [

809, August 16, 5 peme (SECTION ONE)

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

STRIGTLY GONTIDINTIAL.

|
: o)
I hove Just, seen the British Ambassador. He said 8
that 1t was his bellef that unless influence could be ;.ﬂ
brought to bear upon Hitler within the next week or ten ;E
days he would take his decision on Danzig and that he {q
could not then be deflected fron his purpose, Hitler, ‘
Henderson said, had now reached a point where he could . >
not help hinself even if he wished to; that the possibdlity 2

that some untoward incident would prznipitata a decision

at any time was always present, and that at any rate &
unless something intervened Hitler would have to declare
himself at the coming celebration of Tonnenberg or Nurem-

berg which in spite of rumors of postponement were still
achsdulﬂd to take place at the dates announceds :U

In discuasing the poasibilitices of some approach to
Hitler, Henderson scld that he bellieved that Dalodier was
in o better position to intercede thls timg than Chamber=

lain unless it might be posslble to induce Mussollnl to

cooperate




-2- #809, August 16, 5 pem (SECTION ONE) from Berlin

uanpzr:ats: with the latter in an approach to Hitlsr and in
this connection the Itallean Ambassador here left for Rome
last night, Henderson also nentioned rumors of actlion by
the Votican but appeared to know nothirg specific on this
point,

(END SECTION ONE).

KIRK

NPL:EME
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED
cJ

This telegron nuat be “T 7 ' BERLIN
closely paroaphrcoed be=
fere being cormunicated From Deted lLugust 16, 1939

to anyonee (D)
Ree'd 3:38 *  DIVISION OF

FURDPT AN AFFaI7R

“Wue 17 1939

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Secretary of State,

Ve Hhin;_.'tﬂ‘n.

810, August 16, 6 p.m.

Continuing my B09, August 16, 5 p.m. (SECTION TWO),

™E most expeditious and probably most efficacious
step thaet might be taken, however, Henderson continued
would be for the Polish Ambassador here to see Hitler,
Lipski had cnnsiJFEntly held himself aloof from contacts
with German officials, - The Ambassador said he knew that
Hitler in June of this year had told Lipski in a publie
guthering that he should ask to 8EE him whenever he wished,
Lipski, Henderson sald, should tell Hitler that the recent
exchange of notes between the German and Polish Governments

hod been unfort nate that neither country wished to assume

the responsibility for ths overwhelming conagequence of a L

war, that as long as the present state of tension continus&
and grew to 2 climax no reasonable consideration could be :
given to the problems which now had grown to incorporate
the threat of war, and that time should be given to en

effort to find some solution for those problems, In the

meantime

¥CB /20 "D09L
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-2= #810, August 16, 6 pem., from Berlin

mznntiﬁ: it was essential Henderson saild, that both Ger=-
many and Polﬂnd'und especiclly Polond should agree to put
an end to all adv:fs: treatment of the notionals of one
country established in the territory of the other cnd
should refrcin from all utterances both official cnd pub=
1i¢ which might further endanger mutual relations.

I understond thot Henderson is ccmmunicating with his

government in the sense of the foregoing and thet he is

with Lipski~ He spoke without reserve but I ¥now thot he
did not intend that his views should be ascribed to him in
conversation with others and especiclly with offieials of
hiz own Governments

(END OF MESSAGE).

KIRK

NPL:E" B
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This ¢ LlL '!TELEGMM RECEIVEQ
closel: ged be= Erlin

{fore ‘Lin_ e wunic hed
; yOTIE (br) tet iugust 18, 1939

FROM Recld 12:20 paetie
SECPYEL ."I'.-' "'T: 5t ‘.tE’

WUnshlngton,

827, .ugust 18, 3 pelle

The folloving message recelved from the (Merlich

Ceonsul General ot l'unich repented herevith for the

Bepartment 's information,

4
Mrugnst 17, 1ipaits g
4 i Itnlinn friend whe wes at Salzburg in-on fj
’ [ficlal capacity .fer the durction of the Ciano E;
convereationgfis not ot all optinistic regarding the ™Y
chance of preserving peace unless Polond yields to_ Eg
Gernany ¢on Danzlg, I cannot say with certalnty that
he 1s fully inf@ﬂ;Ed nbout the discussiong.and the
deeisions -reached, but from his attitude and hls gunrdcd
words it was clear that he is not pleased with what
vithin the 1linlt of his knowledge tronspired ot Salzburg,
He would say only thnt Italy would like to have the
motter of Danzlg settled by o compronlse, but that he “n
)

do€s not belleve this to be probabley HE believes that

Hitler 1o prepared to risk o war at this time if he

cannot obtain what he wants by other methods, he added

tha

€6l 12 9ty




-2- #0827, .ugust 18, 3 pyn., from BeErlin,

that while there 1s not the slightest doubt that
does not want var, it i3 sc cormitted tc Germany
thot 1t must nmarch with the latter even though the

cstenaible cause of hostilities should be Danzig,"

DD

THE T e
e hied LY



EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF ERI

No. I132Y% Berlin, Aupust 1B, 193¢

Subjegt: German Public Cpinion regerding
371+~ Current Internstional Situatlion.

AUG 2 ‘y
i |
ummn‘:?)n stafh |

Washington.

T heve the honor to present
estimate of German public reection
tionml pltuation ¢

observetion end reports

| ) !.'f-‘?.ﬁf‘__if_

3= By virtue of
y gxtensive mi
f11 be force
ion, end by virtue furthern
tered in.the Germsn
the poseibility of mill




any actlion elon
garding witi
ity of s general confllict.

The anti-Polish apit
World War up to the conclusj
Apreement of 1934 has, together

uestion

dation for the present drive, parti
where the division of the Relch

loomed larger as an intolerable servitude

heps the fate of Danzlg itself, an(

of Upper Silesie wes for & long

greater injury than the prohitition of the

ﬁgschluss following the War and then the

tion of the Sudetenlend within Czechoslovakle
Tha ouestion of whether G

demands against Poland will be

with the VWestern Powers ls. thed

doubts and g';LuhanFions ag exisat,

arain the varliant effect ol seve

produce a belence of support

polieys while it is true

ness community

able




that 1f war does eventuate, Germany has, even despite

its economic difficulties, & more then equel chance

of obtaining, if not complete victory, at least a
profitable pence. The following considerationa
pley & role in the populer mind in determining this
tute of feeling: (1) thet Great Britaln and France
111 probably not fight for Danzig or Poland: (2) that
they do Germany would have just cause for waging a
war forced ‘upon it by the cncifclarﬁnt poliey of the
western nations; and (3) thet its d%plonutic and mil-
itery position 1s wastly improved as compared with that
of 1914.

In the eyea of many Germans Great Britain, sup-
ported by the present Administration in the United
Stetes, 13 regarded es the Helch's arch enemy rather
n' France or Russis. In the populer view France

yvage war unless attecked and the
in the role of being inclited
n which is endsavor=-
game purpose
little hope
hought that Russia, oo=-
its internal affairs and incepeble

stick to-& strictly isclation-

public seem to

in painted




the German

cauntry 1




positions,
1914, it is
that Germeny
proceeding egeinst Pol
present conditlons o1
in this case the
placed upon Britein
defeat of Polend end

German influence which might even result

for its own lmmediate safety, concluding

ment with Germany, the encirclement ring

opened up to the East and to the Southes

the Belkans Germeny might secure needed
lalas, and that Great Brita and France,
stalemate on Cermeny's western j'!‘c‘tl‘_if;'!‘,

arters of

have

¥y




en war for a considerable period end it is
L even if jmerice does mesocimte itself
Britein end France it will not be asble to
time.
and by its
intermmational
zing overshedowed internmel

xonjunction with a certain emount of

zreint in desling with discontented groups

shurehes and the reactionary opposition,
high degree of domestic solidarity.
a8 18 much latent dis-

tc economlc difficulties, the very preas-
difficulties seems at the present time
force of the patriotic impulse
sgperifice for national

personal inconvenlience.

and hopes of lerge messes of the

wst blind ¢onfidence that the Fih-

people's' problems without
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cJ
This telegrem mudt bE BERLIN
closely poraphrased bee ] 4
fore being communicated Doted August 19, 1939 3
to anyonte (D) FROM : ¥
Rec'd 10 a.m, :
| (g ., xt
Secretary of 3tate, CF s A M
‘ - DIVISION pF Jo 19 O
Woshinztone A FROPEAN arparss | ) O
821,199 )
833, August 19, noon, 12 Vi bl S : W&
il et |
":E-..-.-:_".-'_--—-d _]_
|
In ¢ conversction with the Polish Ambaosscdor yeaterday m
evening he was emphotic in denouncinz the anti-Polish
compaign in the Germon poapers which he scid was exceeding
£11 proporiion and was presenting information and cecounts ﬁ

of occurrcnces ond incldents that were nct only grovely

exaggercted or destorted but of vhich georie were entirely
without foundation in facts He cited published accounts
of ceptain instances which even the German Embassy in ;

Wersaw he? passed over as unworthy of conaideration and

TAILA

said that he believed that any dehiala- aubmitted to the

Foreign Of7ice here could Serve no purposc as the press

camptign in gqueation was directed aolely by the Propaghndd

Ministrye

NILINOD

In discugoing the present situntion the Ambogsador

] g

said that he did not believe thet Hitler hod ta :
; -
el
trken o definite decision clthough there were influences ~1%
s
surrounding him which were pushins him RO Extremes.  In ™
the
“




. =2« #833, August 19, noon, from Berlin

the meanwhile the war of nerves was being intensified

and was no doubt expected by the CGermans to bring Poland
to terms but, the Ambassador said in the present eir-
cumstances he saw no outcome which could be regarded as

excluding “he possibility of war, The Ambassador added

e e Rt T e e

that he believed or at least hoped that the disastrous
consequences of a war was giving Hitler pause but that

at the moment he himaelf saw no light ahead.

KIRK

g B
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This telegram must be

closely paraphrased be= :

fore being communicated FROM Dated August 19, 1939

to anyone (D) Realtd 1:2?)p.m-
E!.&:ﬂ=¢ﬂ“.}--fq

Secretary of State, DIVISION OF (! e J-‘f

FIPNPtay AFFUIRT
Washinstone M@‘l 1939

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

835, Auzust 19, 5 peme

My 805, Aungust 15, 9 peMe

The followin: atatement has reached the Embassy as
coming from 1nformgd GErman official elrcles outside -the
Foreign Office, Hitler had desired Mussolini to attend
the Salzburg conference in person, that Mussolini had re=-

fused to come but had sent Clano with a messdge.to Hitler,

39/99° 9L

that 1f Germany precipitated action over the Danzig 1ssuce

G

Italy would not take part, Furthermore, the support now
being glven Germany in the Italian press was intended to
present to the world the outward appearance of the soll=
darity of the axlae

In connection with t he genegral question of Itallan=
German cooperation, military observers make the point
that if Germany could limit operations to a war againat
Foland only i1t would be strategically te her advantage to
have Italy remaln neutral and that Germany's interests
could be best served If initially Italy should remnin neutral

with an agsurance of military assistance in case a world

(j o War ghould developy

it ~
oW :Cuﬁ
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EDL

This telegram must be

clodely paraphrased

before being communi=- Dated liugust

cated to anyone (D)
Recelved 12:09 p.ms

“rwa i e bl i o

Secretary of State

Washington

ol T e, W Il

849, Lugust 21, 4 p.m,

Reputcble German journalists are rellably reported

968/2Y° 009L

a8 saying thct Poland 1s ready to come to an agreement

with Germony over Danzig but thot Germoany’s cims now

.-‘-‘-""

e ]
hsa;;gnltely include cession of lorge portinons of Poelish

é‘tzfritory in order to obtaln foodatuffs cud timber which

BB e

1
f

-l 0
Poland is to be shottered and thot as soon s he hoas

Ean immedictely essential to GEPM&ny; liccording to

]ﬂqié peport Hitler hos now definitely decided that

reached his territoricl objectives in that direction

he will deeclare o generol peace with guorantees,

KIRK
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This t:l:grum st b
elosely paraphrased DE=’
fore being communicated

to anyone (D) FROM

BERLIN
Dated August 25, 1939
Reo'd 9:05 psMe

u" q”"‘Fr‘

seeretary of State

Woshington

211,

@ J
L
August 25, 9 p.m\.‘\m"

gTanTT FOR THE SECRETARY AND “UNDER SECRETARY.

My 906, August 26, 6 PaMs

I have ‘just had a4 brief talk with
not explicit am to the details of

and eonsequently there i3 little

contained in my telegram
I have renscn to bellevE

nara
WH

for Beck or the Polls Y 1mﬁﬁ1u1far to approach

gevernment and

upped to submit— ot opeeg ﬂ“iﬂfﬂ
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population in
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Henderson, HE was
hiz talk with Hitler
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the Gernman
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which he sald w
N

matter might be wll#.rﬂfh“ b |

R
lems, HE Fﬁh‘ii

-

and Corrldcr

e b el
& DIFLAE

plan of Anglo=UGErman
for further €]

..l.,1._| '| g |

L

‘}HnE 19 d L'r 1 {Llr'p
.'-{:‘1:‘1_;_1‘]. i, of the

1ed I'T
i |

the-

A propn. aal on thnt
nancie

am mEntiom

1

=nand:. I wad un

e ——

point h:?,‘..iﬂ-h !
i

S ;
zeuree of my prev
e, ™ —

Lot e 7

the necessity




HRE 0-#011 From Berlin August 25, 9 Peme

i{nformation, He stated, however, that Hitler had prepared
a plan of limitatlon of armaments and hnd emphasized the
German-Soviet accords as a definite phnse in German polie;
Henderson said that Je was flying to London tomorrow
morning and that a German plane was being placed at his
disposal as other accomodations were not available, He
felt fherefure that Hitler would defer any move until his
| return. HEe saaid that Hitler was much more ealm during the
interview toduy than at Berchtesgaden and that he ascribe
Hitler's request to see him today to the Chamberlain
letter delivered atb Berchtesgaden to the vote in Parliam-
ent yeaterday and to the President's message which he
regarded as of great importance although it was not
menticned by Hitler, Henderson sald alsc that he was
impressed by Hitler's appeEarance of sincerity on this

occasiun and that he felt that 1t was tuo late to

consider the possibility of bluff as Hitler wug}d now

have to risk a war if some formula€e wér: not found to
solve the points of conflicet which had been developed
in Pelish-German relations. Italy, the Ambassador ndded,
was using its 1influence on Poland to that end.

The French Ambassador was received by Hitler early
this evening and 1s now.pr:pnring his report to his
government but as he may not be able to SEE mE until

tomorrow morning I am ttl:phﬂning Bullitt in Paris to

acquaint




HRE 2=#911 From Berlin Augusat

acqualnt him with that fact,.

I am tcld that the Italion and Japanese Ambns:

weTE alsc received by Hitler,

Am just Informed B:00 p.mMs
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This telegra:: rmast be ' Berlin

tloaely paraphrased be=
fore being comnmunicated

to anyone. (3C) a2l
£c pem,

“Secretary of State

Dated August 29, 1939

)

Washlington

DIVISION u!

IROPFaN Art. ==

ust 29, 5 pema

MPAT ™ CUVMT 4T
i THEM

|
!
T PARTMENT OF STaTE J

1930

947, August 28, midnlght.

My
The British Ambassador expects to see Egtler

agaln some-

time today. Alshoush until the nature of Hitler's reply 1s

- known, any imprcssion as to ilmmediate developments must be

‘here are indications that

e jEction by HIELlErY of thE

2 e cA §
1 + LA

d and the emphasls has shift

way may still be found

the first

British
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I understand ‘that the
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Henderson.
vEhEmMENCE
Henderson's deperture for

Hitlen's stetement were re

a profitable econ

distinetly

1. 4 F ' b - .
which was lackin

London
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30, 2 peme
ST L A ..11.'11-.

20, 9 pet,

interview

unfavoral

Not only did Hitler express himse

- In the -int
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NG - =2= #958 from Berlin, August 30, 1939

information obtained from mgmbers cf the Polish Embasay

conditions are regarded as sufficlently grave to warrant the

=

immedinte departure of several of the personnel of the
Emhn:sy although the Ambassador himself and certain secretaries
are remaining. Speculation in general is turning on the
point as tc whether Hitler has entered upon an gctual phase
of negotiation in the hope of satisfying his aims sufficiently
without having to resort to war or whether hm_iﬂ working
for time pending the adjustment of new factors which may
have hrisen as regards the military situation or the completion
of diplomatic moves especially in the direction of Moscow
gnd Tokyo. However unclear may be the oplinion as to the
tacties now in process there seems to be aogreement that while
on the one hand Hitler will be astute to detéct any sign 3
weakening on €he part of governments opposing his aims and 1f
{mpressed by any such sign will endeavor to proflt thereby
in his present dealings; on the other hand if eircumstances
i finally confront him with what appears to him to be definite
obstructions in the way which he feels he must go he eannot
choose but proceed in the attempt to override those obstruc-
tions regardless of methods and CONSEQUENCES, |

I am 1nfnrmsﬁ that the official information from London
which reached the British Embassy during the night was to the
effect that attempts were being made to produce a Polish

negotiator




negotinteor hut that

forelipgn sources I learn that' the DEs

London i3 in contrast to. the moderaote

whi c"h;’i'l'arr lately dizscerned aa belng

German Governmment elrelea’ in Berlin,

(Imposzaible te repeat Poresoling
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This telegrom must be FrOM BERIAN T : :
closely poaraphrosed bee !
fore being communicoted Deted August 31, 1939 1

to anyone (D)
Rec'd 12:22 o.m,

Secretery of Stoate

IESL "'l- :_:
Waa'dngzton DIVISION OF ok
)\\}umrun AEYRSS 8
TRIPLE PRI GRITY ~ aU6 311939 i
v r 8] ‘
ocff kugust 31, 3 c.m. ARTMENT OF STATE N
=
:--rH ¢ -':-, fs“'_;uﬂ-t 30' E Dallls G
(] )
Fenderson scw Ribbentrop at midnight ¢nd delivered to E;T
him i ¢ British reply to Mltler's stitement, I understend )
s A
that /this reply repected the groatificction . of the British B

Gevernment that the Germoan Government cgreed to negotinte

but suggested thot in view of the foct thot the tine ¥

atipuloted did not suffice for o Polish negotiator to reach

b e

=

;
.-'
Berlin the bages for the proposed negotiction be presenteds :
to the Folish Ambasacdor in Berlin for submisgsion to his
Goverumrents I understond further that "end:crson asked

Ribbentrop Lo ~ive him ¢ atctement of the proposed beses -

for negotiction and thet the lotter after ot first refusing

o

! -

I gr i $o do so on the excuse that 1t wis cfter midnight of the 2 |
| J}/ffrf/::"‘ ]"r.r_rj : -

: & f ; during which the Folish negotictor should have preaented B

[F}

himsglf, finclly read o stetement but in so hurried ¢ monner L]
thet the British Ambosandor wos uncble. to graap the contenta
ond Ribbentrop refused to furnlsh the Ambassoador with o copy R

thereof




HRE 2-#063 From Berlin Auzust 31, 3 c.m.

thereof. Henderson urged upon Ribbentrop to glve the
proposals to the Polish Ambassador but Ribbentrop stated
that he would not send for the Ambeassador although he
intimeted that he would receive Lipski i1f he caked for an
interview, Henderson left the interview with the imércasion I
thot o deadlock hnd been recached and thot the gravest _ {

consequences might be expected.

KIRK
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Chls telegram must be FROM RERLIN
closely paraphrased
bEfore belng communicated Dated August 31, 19239
to anyone, (D)
Ree'd 2 a.m,
L}

SEcretary of State

Mashineton

lr O
'R1LFLE PRIORITY. '

L]
[ | _1‘
985 A t 31 3
969, August 31, 4 a.m, ~4
SECRET AND STRICTLY CONTIDCNTIAL. a4
Continuing my 964, August 31, (SECTION TWO). Of
Shortly after Henderson's return from tids interview he
recelved from a seceret emissary in whom the British had con- i
: ; 0
fidence an oral statement of what was sald to be the proposals »
% )
which Ribbentrop hdd read to the British Ambassador but which
ne had not understood, These proposals T understand are briefly
and approximately as follows: 3. 5
: A -
One, The Free City of Danzlg to be returned immediately - 1
+ g !
to GErmany,
=
-

Twoe A southern boundary of the Corridor to be drawn from

Marienburg through Graudenz, Bromberg to a toﬂn te the north=-

east of lMNareneidemuhl,

|t
Threes In that arega of the Corridor a plebiscite is to
be held on the basis of the population on January 1, 1918 with :
an absolute majority declding,
| 12,

Fours, Pending the plebiscite that area 1s to be administer= S

€d by an intermational commission consisting of representatives Hg
of




e

NC  =2=#965, from Berlin, August 31, 195

of England, Fpance, Italy and Russia and in the meanwhlle the
Pollsh police and millibary are to be withdrawn In favor of
an International force.

FiveE, During the regime of the international commission

free communication 1s to bE established between Germany and

Danzig =i.d Poland and Gdyniay

Six, hfttf the pleblscite an exchange of population 1s to
take place if found nEcessarys :

SeEvEns  Gdyniae ia to DE confirmﬁi as- Follaoh,

Eight. Danzlg 1s .*.‘.0 be purely a commercinl-ecity and not
(repeat not) militarized.

Hendepson I understand 1s greatly encourageid by the
knowledge of thesg proposals; he has telegraphed to London
a statement thereof and is urging that immediate steps be
taken to persuade the Polish Government to appoint a represen=-
tative for the purpose of negotlating on those bases, He has

s siale b

also @@ with the Polish Ambassador here fo seek an Interview
with Ribbentrops A& soon as possible in the morning Henderson
will ask Ribbentrop for a copy of these proposed basgs wlthout
rEanliﬁg the fact that he has been glven knowledge thereofs

Repeated nowherey (END MESSAGE)

KIRK

HPFD
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