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to anyone, (D)

Dated October 3, 1939

Ree'd 4 pem,

S3ecretary of State,

‘.'ie.:;'-' ington, K

1565, Cctober 3, 3 p.m,

nrwﬁ%ﬁb

Insofar as can be ascertained up to the present
time Cianc's visit did not mark any chnngz1in the position
of Italy in its relations with Germany, The only state=-
ment made by Cieno while here which has camé to my atten=
tion is that he believed that in the event of & geEnFral
war the United States would eventually be 2ligned with
England and France, :

State Secretary Weizsaecker in discusaing Clano's
visit said that the status of Italy had undergone no change
and thot Tfaly should'be content to be neutral, He cddéﬁ

that 1f peace did not come now the real wer would start
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The "order of the day" adopted by the ascist H_..__, “J
* Grand Council on Thursday was first carrfed in the
erlin press on Friday eveninz and editorial comuent ~J
- 8]
was regerved for the most part for this morninz's o
b
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["E genEral trend hia comment fa to 4 —
o % o0 " 5 n -‘J
effect that thE reaffirmation in the "eorder of 't (4]
; s
dav" of the bindinz character of Jerrman=Italian r Wabel:
ag Well as the reference to Italy's intention -
tect ita #ea trade wil)l undoubtedly cause : -
ent to Oreat Britain and Fprance which hav
to cenjre-up B rif E 1 the alliance .
ccording to the s - x1al DD Italy!
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lw “Zm 2287, December 9, noon from Berlin

aervice there in eircunscribinz the effects of An-lo-
"pench intrigue as well as in resistinz Bpitiash ag-
gression upon its vital trading rizhts, Faravhrasing
the text of the Fascist "order of the day" the

VCLXI SCHER BECBACFTER states that "Italy 48 not an
orcinary neutral but that its neutrality consists
only in the fact that if is not waging war”?, According
to this poper Italy's sole aim is "to assert its
vitel rights in every anhere which it is orepored

"to do by throwing the concentrated power of ita
Ejmire into the scele,  Everything £lse remains a

gquestion as to method and time",
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~2= #2385, Degember 17, noon, from Berlin,

thus represented as having gxprcised British and French
fantasles that Italy would shortly forsake Germany: and
would rejoin the League and he 1= crzdlt:d with having
recently indicated that Rome SEES through the "incendlary
interntions of the western powers's, According to the
FGLKIECHEH BEOBACHTER "Italy has spoken the judgment which
the German armed forces will exeoute" while the BOERSEN
JETTUNG states that "truc to the aim of the axis alliance
Italy together with Cermany believes that lasting pEacE
can only be brought about through & satisfaction of the
vital interests of both countries and is keeplng this
alm before L1ts EYESs EVEN althourh today it considers 1ts
cipst duty is to prevent an extension of ‘the conflict,"
[n. . the GErman Editcriai thus far published no

reference ¢an be found of- fussia's position in relatlon to

the speeche (END ORAY)

CONTIRENTIAL, It is reported that a CErman preEss
n"iﬁiwL vestertay informed certain foreian EOFrL:pfndantﬂ
that Germany was hizhly pleased with Ciano's address and
vonsiderE {t "worth another . hite ook -in exposing
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REB -2-#603, From Berlin, March 9, O Pa Ma

important factor in preparation of increased military
activity on the part of Germany in the west and in this
conntction thet noticeable interest which Soviet diplomatic

preoresentatives have manifested in regard to any tentatives

towards a general peace has glven rise to the contention in
certain circles that Stalin may admit o temporary scttlement
with Finland if he believes that the present r:r.ghting there
is regarded as 2 deterrent to the precipitation of a general

confllct.

g eirculation of rgports such os the foregoing CoES
not mnecessarily exclude the Exlstence of a desire for peacek
on the part of Germony or the possibility that there may: bE
bases for such & PEQCE and in the minds of some these
pumors are regarded as {ntended to counter the accusation
of weokness which any peaceE move might provoke. In fact
the stotement has DEER made that the visit of Ribbhentrop to
Rome at tiis moment 1s connected with the conversations
wialch Under Secretary Welles held in Berlin and which he 1s
gxpected to ciﬁagt in with Mussolini on ils return to ROmME.
It should be added however, that obeervers within the laat
day or two espEcially remark upon the complete assurance of
military success which Hitler is manifesting and upon the
confidence in the German foprces which Goering hoes expressed
aince his visit to the westl front.

Repeoted to Home.
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This telegram must DE BERLIN iH
elosely paraphraszd bE= FROM il
fore being ecommunicated : pated March 18, 1940 !
to anyonE. . . i
Ree'd 8341 P ()
: - i
Stcrztﬁrytuf State, :
Washington, 11
- 685, March 18, 6 Pembs f
My 684, March 18, D Pel. - i:
R
Forelign Office officlials are reportgd as gxpressing Yy i
] A t 1
2 up to the prssfnt no further views as to the meeting at the b
" g
A7A, ib Brenner than that 1t was intended to consolidate further the (el
| - i
% e
A AN Axis end thils opinion has been interpreted here as sl nifying (7 |
‘]' -
;ﬂl that Italy 1s being brought to the support of a pEacg on Eﬁ '
N German lines or El1sE irito a commitment to 'sld Germany in 8

war whengver such ﬁésistanaa 13 considered cpportunt, 1t is
also being stated rhat Ribbentrop 18 actively manEUvVEring

an understanding bELWEED Rome ‘and Moscow and in. support
thereof & rumor has been in ¢circulation to TAE effect that
the German Minister for Forelgn Affalrs {s plenning & trij
to Moscow in order to allgn Soviet.Russla Aefinitely wit!

+he Axia pOWEra.

REPEATED TO ROME |

KIRK
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For the original paper from which reference is taked
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‘al. #4977, 7 p.me

From ormany (Kirk)

Date \pril 14, 1940 :
Gt d ttlﬂ‘to |

File No. ___740:0011 Muropaan War 1939/2193
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Meanlion cireles - in Berlin believe that doanjer i
I
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of CEroen or Itallan llitary cotlon in the Balltana v
- 4 1
hng bEen ot leagt temorarily re oved 43 a result of 2 f
. |
“hE GEy -an offENSivEs = Prior to last Yedneaday'te out=
+
L]
breck they hart been nlortied oVED the vigit of general ’ h; ,
3 . % 3 o
rippElsldirely to Sofia which ther had heard wes for £he 9
= |
el
pur;daE of organizing $1ying fields for eventual Ger-ian s
usg aseinst Turley ond very passibly Ruw mnin-alsde . In Iy 4
this conngobtlon 4t is ¢ £ ‘noted that along with the :: ]
L
(D ; i
Mmriars of & Geriion invocion of Ruwianla and Yusgoslovia i
~ 4
vhich enjoyed soiE CUrrency prior to the iove Q ‘ainst ; E—
3% - 5 = (4 | L
ve114and and Belzlw: were storles of Gernian dealgns |
- 1
- glosing the Dardenelles by electrienl tiines and
<ther obstructlons, It 1g ~r.iued, however, that such D
aprangetents will not be develoned by the Gerniang o -
w i
# L ol
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2 | TELEGRAM RECEIVED

J7T
This telegram nust DE BERLIN

ecloscly paraphrased bE= FROM
fore bElng commmnlcated pated Juneg 15, 1940

ko aavYolEe (sC)
Rec?@ 4:40 pele I.

sSecrebary of State,

O ~rwmat |
linghingtone L
 S— a— - o |
RUSH
1840, Junc 13, 5 Pelle
I'y 1830, June 13, 1 Defle
UJ iy next two numbered telegrama contain respectivelys

(ong) Additional statements of HItler not ineluded in
the officlally appjyoved version of Wiegand's Interview
and (two) Viegand's personal observations regarding his

talks with Hitler and Ribbentrop and his owm views of

the situatione |

HEATH

JRL

QIIZ GG /2 / AR61 HYM NYIJOHNT (1000PA
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3 TELEGRAM RECEIVED
T
This telegram must be—— BERLIN

closely peraphrased be=-

fore boing cormmnicated

Dated Jung 15, 1940
t(‘ -u}:‘-ﬂ?'!:—l. In:‘;} qu

Ree'd 5151 peite

Seorctary of State,

A Y A e
Washingtong W vrn e ™

m——————————— &

1341, June 13, 6 Pelle
Ee sald thet present navies would be serappred
after this war and that there will be revolutionary
c¢hanscs in naval construction, HE marveled that the
United States was embarking on an expanded program at
this tine of naval vessels which would soon be outmodeds
Ee intimated that the peack terms which would be granted
the western powers in the next few weeks would be
dras’ically revised if the latter protracted thelir re-
gistance over several months period, while stating that
1t was dcsired to save Paris, he said that not one stone
- would be left on another if the French determined to
make 1%t o point of resistance and referred to a new type
of shell "prall granade" stated to be of tremendous
explosive force which might be useds
As recards Mussoolini's entrance into the war he
str;ted that the Duce was a man who could nelther be

forced into nor dlssuaded from any actlon which hg had
determingd to take,

HEATH

<lif [BuUepguo)

2055545

MY M NYAJOHNT [IOOOvA

gz/22c sg8ec /o

HO/&d



% TELEGRAM RECEIVED

‘1?1: t elegram must e T, o BERLIN

closgly paraphrased be= v
fore belng commmnicated FROM Dated June 13, 1940

*to anronks (sC)

Reo'd 6235 pelte

~55ufztnry of State, i
Washingtone Sec !"E‘I'I_‘ ' ': :
. e ; |
RUSH |l

1842, June 13, 6 peme
iy informant sald phat he ££lt that while Hitler's

confidznce in garly victory OVEr England and France was

absolute the lattier was ntv:rthlltsa troubled over the

possibility of Amerlcan intervention becausg of the e

NY3douni [1000vA

E‘¢] certainty as t o the ultinate gffect on Germany of such

" a developiiente Ribbentrop, NOWEVER, he thought was

definitely worried about the possibility of American

participation and had tpeatgd the President's speech

41tk pelative velief becausg 1t did not advocate armed
1ntﬂrﬁ:uﬁian.

ily informant says t hat he has had two talks wi th
welzsacoker who on both occaslons had sald that whether
the present 1z a short or protracgted war depends entirkl
upon the Unlted Statese |

(E¥'D SECTIOY OWE)

HO/Sd 82/SZT SS8Z /el HvM
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

e —————— N i

REB

This telegram must be |

closcly paraphrased be- BERLIN |

fore being communicated FROM

to anyone, (SC) Dated June 13, 1940 ;
b Rec'd 9:05 pe M. 1

Secretary of State, ,
Washington. {

RUSH

1842, June 13, 6 pe m. (SECTION ™WO0)

My informant said that he conceived that the reason
for tese intervicws was a double one (one) to pacify
public opinion in the United States and (two) to induce
England to make overtures for pEACE.

Ee said he had a feeling that the Fubrer had
definitely determined upon the detaills of the peace
terms for France but that he was not yet settled in his
own mind as to the eExact drmands he will make upon Great
Sritain. My informant said that undoubtedly the French
army would bE summoned to capitulate unconditionally and
the final terms would include the destruction of the
Maginot Line, the reduction of the French army to at
1east one-fourth its size and the surrender of chanmel
ports to Germany or to German control.

HEATH
HTM :




TELEGRAM RECEIVED
BERLII!

JT

This telegranm rust DE
closcly paraphrased bE=

fore being c?mwuimiutzd FROM Dated June 13, 1940
Lo anvones  (br

Rec'd 6140 pelie

Seeretary of State,

"lashingtone

RUSH I
1842, June 13, 6 Delle (SECTICN THREE) |
As regards ny informant's éwn opinion he azserted
that Le had the sad feeling that America's desire to
give lncreasing assistance to the western POWErsS waa
the very thing that might in fact destroy them for the
effect on the one hand was o speed up the German attack
in order to gnlin a decision before American assistance
could be really effective and on the other the prospects
of American aid would encourage the Allies to a "last
ditch" resistances HE felt. a.t‘t}g.-“hh last trip to the
front that the German army ';ru {presistible, As regards
a German invasion of Great Britain his ovm oplnion was &
that the strength of the German army plus the inefficlensy
of the British staff and military leadership made
German succgss in the admittedly difficult operation 1ikelye
(END OF MESSAGE) ;

HEATH




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

HSM Berlin
fhis telegram must be

closely peraphrased
before belng communi-

FROM Dated June 20, 1940

cated to anyone. (SC) Rec'd 7:54 a, m., 21st
| | ST
[P A |
Sgeretary of State, ‘ w81 6T A Sy
[
Ui i f

Washington,.

1974, June 20, 5 p. M
It is customary in certaln ministries here to have
occasional meetings of higher officials where addresses

on party doctrine and internal and external political ai}ns

officials were 1nformed by & higher official in the same

ministry that the war aims of the Reich as regards France

_—

2
&
-
of the Reich are dell vered. Recently at auch"a meeting , E
T
:
¥
contemplated that the Channel ports as far as Cherbourg <
were to be awarded to Belgium which was to have protectorate E—E;
status under the Relch. Germsm families would be settled "'-h:
in key ponitionalaf ereas under German influences. SEE oy o
1544, May 28, noon. From the Mediterrancan to the southern %
boundary of Belgium there was to be organized a neutral
territory, no clear explanation being furnished as to
whether it was to have imdependmt political statits or nots
It was indicated that the destrwction of Great Erlitaln was =
not contemplated but that instead 1t was anticipated that E
country g

- 2455 %%




hsm -2- No. 1974, Junt 20, 3 ps M., fram Berlin

would ‘become a subordinate ally to Germany in a campaign
asainst the Soviet Republic which would be staged in the
spring of 1941, .

The above statements VEry possibly had no relation
to the actual terms proposed and vhich may shortly be
indicated officlially or to the real external aims of
Hitler but 1 bellEVE that they are of interest as
{ndicating the 1deas discussed among rtﬂpt;hliblt party
of ficlals.

HEATH

HR




TELEGRAM

EH
This telegram must DE FROM Berlin
closecly peraphrased bE-

fore belng pnmmunicat:d Dated November 12, 1940

to anyonete. ;
; Rec'd 4309 PeMe

El?ﬁﬂﬂlﬂ]‘?ﬂ-
| gy 14i 0’
) DIVISIO

STER

Secretary of State,

wasghington.

4670, ;nvzﬂbcr 12 1 p.m. {SECTIO

W,

Mrk's 3128, 24, 1 BeMe -
The following considerations are outlined as of EEi
. L]
possible value as background in connection with Molotov's 's) B
2 M
arrival in Beriin today. ~
he German desire for a visit of Molotov to Berlin a '_
0

would probably find its explanation ini one or both of two
principal factors.

The fipst of these 1s the obsession of certain German =
_circlﬁﬁu—rrmbﬂwly those around Von Ribbentrop==witn CRE
‘belief thet if only & sufficlently imposing array of soli= &
darity could bE wustered between Germany and other pPOWEIS
{n Suropt and Asils, then the United States=-~impressed and
disturbed==would beEcOmE hesitant in its support of England
and that the British aAi sheartened to thE point of consider=
e o compromise PEOFE. :

It was an analogous line of reasoning which contributed

ta the gxtablishment of the Gepman=Hussian underatanding in

the




EH -2- 4670, November 12, 1 peme (SECTION ONE) from Berlin,

the first instance, and it appears never to have lost its
fascination for the makers of German policye.

The second factor 1s the inc::aaing probability that
the Sritish position in the Near East will not be seriously
threatened without direct German 1nt:rv:nt1u£ and the
natursl ‘German desire to have a reassuring understanding
with a power which would command the flank of any large=
scale German military operation in that area,

There is little doubt, therefore, that the immedlate
irpstué for the visit springs from the German side and that
Russian consent to it==-a éonssnt which had been withheld

for an eéntire year=-prepresents an important Soviet con=-

cession to Oerman wishegs, Even thourh it »as not, as Berlin
¥ s ]

hHad hoped, giveEn in time for the visit to take plece beE=
fore the American election. . This concession would not be
made unless the ﬂussiaﬁs=had hopea of thereby achievingee
or fTears of othesrwise not achleving==certalill ilmportant
gbjectives, and the fact of the wvislt may bE taken aa an
Indication that the Soviet Government, which has shown
1tself determined to lose np opportunity to profit by the
preoceupation of others in order to lmprove its own future
strategieé position through territorial acquisition, now

its eyEs on somkt furthepr pogslbility along these lines,

MORRIS

e e s

b ) R 1
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IR TELEGRAM RECEIVED
This telegran must DE
¢losely tqrupnrasrd DE= Berlin
fore belng comnunicated
to anyonts (D) FROM

pated NovembEeET 12, 1940

Recld 4:4U PeMe

sgeretary of State,

Washington.

4671, lNovember 12, 2 peme
continuing my 4670, (SECTION TWO) «
pgut thf border fpom the Baltic to the Black Sea may

now be regarded as settled and for further acquisitions

juesia would presumably nave to look north of the Gulf of

minland or south of the panube 'deltae
1t should be bornet in mind in this connection that
in coming to BErlin, {iolotov will bE interested primarily
those  territories Or facilities which may DE sald to DE

at Germany's geffective disposal. 1t must DE doubted

whether Russian alms in eastern Turkey or in Iran would

play any great part in inducing the Kremlin to sgnd Molotov
to Berlin. 'WheEn the time comEs and when there iz somE
intimation of ;rEﬂccupJLiGn of Turkey in other quarters,
it must be AassumEd that Susslia will take what she feEEls

4l;- advantageously can in that part of the world without

1=].ing 1EAVE of the Germans or paying tribute for the

wyilzaes - ThEsE more gasterly territories may to bE SUureE,

bE




f ff the itscuaslions but they P
i it in:-question.
. Fussiats most ssrlcus rerritorial asniration:
cunneeted with lolotov's vilslt would thercfore: SEEm O :

boll down to Finland ‘'or the APrEa arount the DardaomElIes. |

In Firnland the Russlans Are golng: to encounter far greatern

inhibiticns 1In German circles--particularly LhE army-=againat s
¥

4

further Russian penctrution than wes tht cdse eight months
ago«  Throu h thHeir conquest of porthern Norway thE GETMAIS

stake in that part of the world whiech 1ls

=
Fal
—_
™

important to them not enly. from conasiderations of milltary

-l TR N L

operations but also of military prestiged ﬂtf.xﬂviht of
the mussian's into northern Finland would not ohlﬁ render
problematical the present supplying and reinforeing of thest
German troops over Finnish territory but would also confront
these German forces in Norway for the first time with the
proximity of & poweriul nd==1in view of the strotegic
situation=--potentially dangerous forelgn lana forcEas
This must not bg taken to mELn thaot thEre i: no

possibility that the Germons will toss the remoinder of
Finland to the fueslan bear in order to facilltate thelr

s in the New Eaost. Ribbentrop vhose personal prestige is

with
std-rebly involved f the German=Russlan understanding

hos




NeM,, from Berlin.

3= 4 :8TL, Novembrr 12, ¢

h=s on former occnsions obtained Hitler's consent to
cpious sacrilices in order to DpPESErVE this unders tanding ; l
vl he' moy aucceed in doing SO egaine. '

MO RIS

i
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JR
This telegrom must DE
Faes Berlin

closely ptrjphrﬂsﬁd bE=
fore being communicated
oeted NovembETD 12, 1940

to onyonets

sl el it WA o S

Aeetd Bi142 DeTe

sgeretary of State,

Washingtone.

4372, NovembEr 12, 3 Pele

continuing my 4670 (SECTION THREE ) »
But the opposition to be OVErcome will be SEVEDE
~nd if the German army ylelds in - Finland 1ts demands will

surely DE stiffer with respect to the Near Easte
the Germons orE prepared to concide

NardonellEs Qrki. 1f 4% DE

Rumor nas it that

to -the Russions the - enkire

remembered thot the' Russisns mode this ong of thE hrices

; of thelr coopEr=tlaon with the Allied POWEDS in

were promised 1t in the gvent ol 4 victorlous conclusion
of hostillitles 1t would not DE surprising ii they should
|

' bupn out to be =sking for it ngain and the pogskpll ity of

the Tew corniceivabl

B SR ks K .
N ol T g R

obtoining 1t would bBe oneg ol

explanations for the vislt. grcent inform tion hEPE'I i
not indicated ony progrees 1n i gsian=Turkish relations
which would preclude the pursucnece - such aims on - jats
nrts
on the other hand {1 tht GeE MG re plannd G UBE
teppriton n the mear fuLurt v 1 - i =
i : i




2w #4672, November 12, 3 pwm., from Berliny

expaneion toward the Near Ecst it would he difficult to
econceive of any satlsfuctory arrcngement which could be
conecluded Just ot this time, There con scarcely be any
desirr on the German side to eonquer this cren and then
turn it OVEr 4t OncEeeor parts ﬁf ite-to the. Russions leaving
the latter virtuslly sitting on the German line uf_mﬂruh.
. EvEn an crrangenent for o division of the aren glving the
Gt rmon say the Dardanelles and the Russians the Eosphﬂrﬁs
wadid have this effect. And it is not likﬂiy that the
Hussinhs would be interested in any promises éf future
delivery whigh would inyvolve an interim cﬂnafntsd to
occupntion, .

An arrzngaﬁ:nt could more easily be envisaged if the
Gznnnﬁs WETE pPLp;rEa to keep; thelr own hands off the
aArea- in queafiun during the coming months., A passage of ;
German arned forces through Bulgaria to Greece mlght wEll 4
hove LhEI}TfEct of producing hostilities bE;WEEn Turkey ond
Bulguria, In this situatlon it might be left to thzrﬂussiuna
to take what actiecn they might wish against Tuﬂiﬂy'on the
understanding that 1f they were to sﬁccc:d in seizing the
Oardonelles area Germany woﬁld impose no cbjection to thelr
retaining ity In incurring some obligation of this nature

which would amount initially to an agreement on spheres of

influence the Genmans might not be entirely impervious to
the
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

Jit {
"™his telegrom rust be :
closely paraphrased b:-m Berlin 1
fore being tommunicated i
to anyone. (D) Dated November 12, 1940

Rec'd 9:40-p.m.

Secretary of State, /‘\
nn,r,mn

Weshington. : /. - EURopg,, : x
' / NOV Aiksfl
! U 14

4675, November 12, 4 psa. f

“LPARTHEN
Continuing my 4670 (SECTION FOUR).

fﬂ.‘;,

in rcturn for any concegsslons of this natuare
vhich might be made in the Nesr East the Germans would
probably demand first and foremost as indicated above a
demonstrative association of ' the Soviet Union with the

Estatlishment of an anti-British "IIE:.".-' order" in Europe

and asia or at least some gesture of acquicsecence in this E;
conception. They might also seek a deepening and "_
wildeningz of the present €conomlic cooperation between E '
the two countries designed not only te contrlbute to the : ]
b
propaganda effect of any political arrangements which E# |
mey be made but also to render Germany less dependent f
during the coming months on the reserves and substance :
: - the territories she has occupled or dominated. in
Europes any such evelopment would presumably imply
greater Geman efforts to meet the Russian need for up 0
i
- to date military equipment;, a factor which may expladn E‘\
n pert the inelusion of certain high officials of Soviet if

4 S ¢

industry




=2- #4673, Novemter 12, 4 JeMe, Irom Berlin,

industry in the delegation.

1t would Le dangerous, however, to attribute
the ,rtsancs of so many high Russian offlclals ‘solely
to the need for the elaboration of the technical letails
of an inerecse in the Exchang £ of goods between the two
countries. The German exp ert Schnurre Has been in
Moscow & grest deal FPEcently and 2ll such details could
JTESUmEbly be mors conveniently. worked out there at
lelsures It is more 1ikely that the 8i2e und composition
of the delegation wos conceived fop ITbte external effect,
fibbzntrep tock an mposing delegation to Mowmcow witl
him lest yeor ang 1t i: posslbly a dictote of Bhi Russion
COS8acK prestige that Molotov should +r l-to Lerlin with
nc less’ pomp and. elreumstance,

In conclusicn it may be worth netin thaot whotever

i
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iy TELEGRAM RECEIVED o Foe

2 e e Bl

Tiiis telegram must be Berlin
closely paraphrased be- FROM
fore being coniaunicated o Deted Uarch 27, 1894 ,
to anyoné, (S0) . 1
Ree!d 5:156 p.m, b
-u_: '

Secretary of State 4

W=siiington

TR ERE e

e

1144, March 27, 6-p.u.

My Fodgy %7, W =

A Teliable source inforus me that there 1s

. a poseibility that Mussolini way coue to GeTraany 1
} k 4 X |
R for a conference with Hitler and liatsucka to' define !
! e
! the joint attitude of the three powers towards the
i United States including an examination of the advisa- |
I bility of hringing about a Bitﬂﬂtlﬂﬂ of direct hostili-
e ties with Ldtrica. My ‘informant :npnasizrd that the
é meeting and its agenda were only & rumor and a poasﬁy
E bility but in view of his previcus occasional accuracy
of prediction I have thought it advisable to report
i if to the Department and to Rowe for possible canfirma—'? "
| tion or disproof. ; i ff
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. TELEGRAM RECEIVED ’?”/'
7 AT o, W i

This telegram must be Berlin
closely paraphrased be- '

fore being communicated FROM Dated April 2, 1941
to" anyonee (SC) 5.
f o REC'd 12:55 awm., Srds

EUti:g%}bﬂ !

Secretary of Stat:j AF5 041
] [

A8SRAREEON. | iy o ,_,.,llr -

1239, April 2, 8 pem, (SECTION ONE),

C o of N
™,
ELR EASTERM AFFAIRS. |

L

I have just received a code message from Klieforth
in Cologne stating that Hitler recently had an interview
with certain leading industrialists of that region in
vhich he first said that Germany had no intention of
breaking down the entire British Empire, Hitler then
indicated to his hearers that Russia would in the near
future be forced to conclude a pact with Japan which
would leave the latter country with its back.frsc
enabling it to fight the British, Hltler is recported
to have said that if Russia refused to coneclude such an
arrangement .with ﬁﬂpan then Germany would occupy a part

of Russia including the Baku district thereby cutting

off the Russian oil supply.
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2 TELEGRAM RECEIVED

This telegram must be BERLIN s
closély paraphrased be- .

fore being communicated Dated April 2, 1941

to anyone. (S0) FROM

Rec'd 1:03 @M, 3rd
. £ ]
Secretary of State,
Washington. : i

1339, April 2, 8 p.m, (SECTION TWO)

The foregoing report of a possible German invasion
of Russia is the only one I have heard which bears any
stamp of authenticity but a flood of rumors that German

9 military action against Russia was imminent has recently
been circulating not only in the Diplomatic Corps but
in the German ministries as well, Tﬂ:s: Tumors are possibly i
vased on the increase of German troops along the Riussian
oorder and fanned by such incidents as Russia's ass uTranceg
of neutrality in case of Turkey's involvement in the
war and more frcrnt}y théori:s ef Russian responsibility

- in the revolution in Yugoslavia. Hany, if not indeed a
majority, of the contacte who have repeated this r.amor

@ have remarked that it may have been deliberately cireu-

. lated by Covernment officials here either for ite rflEct

N dn Ruseia for purposcs of mystification as to Cermanyls

real military intentions or merely as a contribution to

the war of nerves, Whatever its validity the rumor lLas

e s T

nad remarkable circulation, . (END OF MESSAGE)

MORRIS
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This telegrem must be . ‘Berlin
closely peraphreosed be-
fore belng communice t edFROM Deted april 9, 1941
to cnyores (D)] Ubmamrmma
TOFsTaBigc'd 9 e.ms, 10th. —

- ' ‘\g‘%:” |/‘ ,"'(m:_“ LA

Srcretery of Sﬂutéﬂ” : !

f Divisiin | ol (P
Washingt E R Of i T, <y f
= D&]'{Lﬁmﬁﬂ" Als | ] fr ! {#1

.,

e i

s 0 L, 1 J F.
1360, April 9, & Pam. EEPAITHNHH!’H& r

4o 0%0; )

Following the Germon Invesion YugesleviE

Greece there hes been ¢ subsidencr of the flood of

T Y

Lk Fa
e B ok s ke i,

P rumors=-possibly deliberctely circulttsﬁ by the
X Germens for effect on hussir or for purposts of
ﬁﬁ. genercl mystificetion--thet o Germen cttrek on
ﬁﬁ'{ v Russic wrs gquite imminent, Our Consul in Korigsberg _
however, reports thet in Ecst Prussie the populction g
is still epprehensive thet millicry operctions mcy soohn
oceur in the Bocltie arec, Under dete of 4pril 5 he
reported thet there were persistent reports in

. Korfigsberg thet o decision to mcke use of the

! cugmented Germcn militery forces in thrt crec would

_t.'r” 1 '[ r‘i'ﬂ

be mode within the next few deoys cnd rumors clso
eirculrted there thet o difference of oplnion T{hld
arisen between Strlin cnd Molotov with regrrd to Russio

poliecy in the present sltur tion. _ ﬂ
Repected to Moscow, E;

[uh]

-l

MORRIS '\ hg

WSE ’ ] : 3




my 3 .
TELEGRAM RECEIVED \ | <
This telegram must DE : Ok ol N (i_,-'la-_r /
cl Ely DAY | g DEm= AET % f'E,LI'\‘_‘ " &
fore bela mmur vt ed & G e
myone, - (5C) ROMDut et Aprdl 124 T4 R 1A150N OFF1CK
s LR 22 19414 %
e ry ol State, PREARIME T OF STATE
DIvis dil e
RLNgLolL, EUPAPEAN AfFAIRS
[ o 1941
1423, April. 13, 4 r.m. {S50TIG ) >
"ARTMEN L ONSTR T e >~
M.TI '1...-‘ .j J—.: ri 5 oI "-.- __.._1_ e i C
T -“fEE] Im £l {1 ot the t .".-.1 4 &
SUCCT in-the - bBalkans ther i rowlival and 1 i
of BeEllef her that Germany wlill shortly =ttt o 14 5
; Although no good suthority 1s cited for thi: r :
-
gnd many eof those who telleve it rolEes inability i
i '!,' :
| perceive the logic of sauch tion - gt Ll I E-Lime
il i
G . 2 _,..-f
it iIs nEvertheless 'l believed by mar - Tmer ~
r |
including officisls end by members of the iplom % '
Bl
i b7 5 - o o EET; <o Nigpyy el v ¥ 1 g
corps., Mey is the month ususlly alene ; b
N
end there are now appearing corcllesry rumors thet "1t e
E
will be accompanied by revolution in Moascow, += !
k In only one ces€ known: tdo the Eml v h {é

informaent stoted thet his informetion ceme from Hitler o
3 himself (see my no. 1239, of April 2, 8 g.m.) end in t:_:_:g .
| » b i P R R g e s 2 (|
instance no daete wes set fgr the sctlon which wes enly —

folled to come to terms wlth

threetened in ccse. RHussls

Several Germens belleved to be sineere who have

/ "
| ' frequent ly

oftd [B13UOD

|
|
4. Japen,




i
2= #1423, WTHLEGRAM RECEQVEI) fron Berlin,

frequently furnished relisble informetion insist that

en invesion of Russisa hes TO¥M definitely decided
upon but they do not clcim thet thelr informstion in

this Instence comes from any high suthoritative sources,

MOREIS

WWC




JR
This telesre FREEGRAM RECEIVED

being communicated to
enyone, (D) Deted ~pril 13, 1941

FROMRcc'd 5:40 p.m.
Secretery of Stete,

quhingtnn.

1423, wpril 13, 4 p.m. (SECTION TWO)

~part from these informents there is the fact thet
G ermeny h:é in the last months been stecdlly incressing
its forces clong the Russicn frontier. - But this fret
end the rumors themselves cre expleinoble ©s ¢ delibercte
nttempt on GeErmany's part to QE?u:E the cpprehension of
Russis rnd meke it more cmenoble to ~xis demends for
supplies and for € cessction of its cttitude of appositlion
and threct to the third partner Jopan.

Opponents of the theory.of rn ecrly Germen nttack
on Russic, while expressing the belief the t Germany
would eventunlly attsek Russic, insist thot to lo s0
now would esateblish a wer on two fronts ond detreet
if indeged not entirely destroy Germony's ability
invede or dischble Englend which would be ths ol
operction which might bring on garly end. ol the wir,
They chorrcterize the rumors.rs deliverctely planted
cither to impress Russis or to ietrret cttention fron
vossible Germin lerge=scrle milltory cotl

Britrin from the Mediterrcnecn.




JR TELEGRAM RECEIVED

This tele ram mus

closely paraphrased bepe————8crlin

forc bein. communicated

to anyone, (SC) From 2 LEG april 13, 1941
Rec'd 5i45 p.m.

Secretary of State, =~

Weanington.

1425, April 13, 4 p.m, (SSCTICN THR=%)

Apart from the probably authentic informatlon
transmitted in my 1239 the best justiflieation of the
reports 1 have heard was given by the former Lithuanian
- Minister here who recently asserted to me that his
hellef was not derived from wishful thinking but was
based on numerous indicstions he bed rceelved,  The
only ‘thing which might prevent Germany's taking such
gcetion he' claimed would be & Soviet agreement to admit
large numbers of German experts with adequate authority
to organize Russian oll gnd agricultural production
and transportation for German usg which Russis would
never in fect permit. Germany he asserted had given
up hope of inveding Englend (e statement which is
repeated by various Germans) and had 1ittle belief that
its Atlantic operations would be finslly successful in

'

preventing an intensificatien of the Eritish blockade

and mestery of the seas, Nelther had Hitler hopes of
being

2 S _.-L_._' g
L= S g i







TELEGRAM RECEIVED

—_——

FROM
JR s
This telegram must be
closely parcphrosed DE= Berlin
fore being communiceoted Deted .pril 13, 1941

to cnyone,. (sC) .
Rec'd 5:49 p.m.

Secretary of Stcte,
Wecah ingtcn-

1423, .pril 13, 4 p.m. (SSCTION FOUR )
His only recourse therefore wes to enlerge Germany's
gconomic brse for ¢ defensive wer cnd destroy the
pﬂsslbilitiea of Russicn militcry growth, Hitler
could not wait for it would tckKe o considercble period
to restore the Russicn economy to the position 1t
occupied in Czerist times of bEIng & principel gre in
supplier of Furope .t role largely tcken OVEr by South
.mericn in recent yerrs. Europeen food PESErVES WETE
sterdlly if slowly dreelining cnd only immedicrte steps
toward reorgenizetion in the Ukreine could bring on
inerer sed food supply in time to prevent hunger cnd

political desperation in meny sections of Eurbpz.

MORRIS

RR
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

FROM
LS ‘
This telegram must be BERLIN
closely paravhrased
before being communicated Dated April 13, 1941
to anyone. %SC}

Rec'd 5:53 p.m.
Secretary of State,

washlnétnn.f

1423, April 13, 4 p.m, (SECTION FIVE)

In addition to the foregoing "logic" of a German
attack on Russia at this time certain Germans here say
that spch action is looked on with ;nvcr by elements
in the.High Command who are skeptical of Germany's
ability permanently to subject Yestern Europé and
believe that a victory over the Bolshevik regime mlth
restore Germany to "social standing" among conservative
elements in nfhEr countries and enable the Relch to

make neace.

Repeated to Moscow. (END MESSAGE)

MORRIS

HPD




ALRYIC.Y COUMILATE EILL
Frarkrort=on=nin, Goroany. ' |

Aprlil 16, 1941.

SIMJLCT:

Lelund B. MHorris, Hagqulire,
Churme AVilfuires wels.,
anerloaun Lnbasay,
ﬂﬁl‘lf.n-

Oir:

Chief anons sublects nou occupyins public opii'icm,
rivallin- in irternst even the ocurrent axoiting nilltary
onmuirns in tho Balkansg and Northern Afrion, 13 the
ention l.'..tf forreny's relations with fioviet Mussin.
Irdped, for aoe nontha +haerc had beon increansinn spoot-
1ation recnrain- Ruasia's position but in the lust two
weeks or no publicrintern:;t- in Huasia has ronched o very
hish pltoha In renersl, the feelins: 1s thut hichly in=
porturt developrionts are nov iy, the making vin-n-via_
Aussils and thut almoat unything nay happen at any tine
from now on in Corruny's relations with th:t country.
The Loor Inter st of the :ore intelllsont olasses In
Russion affairs at this tIne 15 the nore notable and

tonificant sinos Tov vecks poot very little information

L
any kind hes appoared in the Garman proas, or been

wupd over the redio, regardins Russla. Thia ourrent
roscrve 1s in narked gontrast to tho sltuatlion prevail=
{r~ urtil say lust Janruary vien TomMman Avapapersg velo

4n. auston of enrrying extunsive articles repurding

Rusala
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I
Russia, its economy, international relations, ete.,
the looal press contained nany quotations fron Soviet
publicationa, and riuch spuce was devotad espoclully to
Russia's irmense econonic resources. All of the news-
paper articles and news items published until a few
nonths ago tended to play up the lmportance of lussia
as a friendly disposed neutral whose vust econonic re-
sources were nvallable to Gernany in the latter's life
and death atrw:irle with the HBritish Impire. The sudden
disappearance of nll of this rather pro=-Russian publiecity
excited uisgivings among the meneral public as Tepards

the true state of Russia's relations with Germny and

o Sl Yl =

these nisglvings have heen considerably intensified in
most recent times by a veritable deluse of sensational
reports and rmmors regarding Germin troop concentrationa

along the Russlan frontier, differencea developlng between

the German and Soviet Governments, and difficulties ap-
parently beln; encountered in the carrvins out of escononie 1
agreements hetweon tho two countries.
It 1s remarkable thit amid the weltor of vugzue and

to some extent conflicting reports now in circulation, |
one faot stands out in high relief and that 1is the in=- |
oreasing belief on the part of the average thoushtful l
German that relations with Russia are tendin; toward a
olimax and that something declsive nirht occur in tose

relations at almost any time. However, it ix} not less |

- renarkable that therc i1s conalderable diversity of _npm-

ion, first, as to the ocuuses of the present seenin;ly

strained relations, and secondly, as to measures which

|

may be taken by either Germany or Russia for effeotively
!

deoidins the course of thelr relutions in the future.

The
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The é;lt arresting aspeot of generaul public opinion
at this tine is the expectation apparently enterteined |
by many of the better inforned people thut armed hostili-
ties might break out between Oermmny and Russis at almost
any time., This seotion of public opinion bases its -
view of the intamnt-ionnl_ situation upon the reported
masaing of fornldable ﬁurm:: armed foroes in East Prussia,

in Poland, =nd elssvhere near the Rusalan frontier, and

the taking of other preparations by the Gernun nilitary
. '!
J authorities which nre construed as presaging an armed |

invasion of Russia, The removal of the Jewish popula-
tiona fron frontier zones to points in the interior of |
Poland 1s interpreted as an additional sign indieating
Germuny's hellirerent intentions towards Russia, and 1t

is recallad th .t In the past in other prospective theatres
of war, such s alon: the Dutok and Doliiun frontiers, the |
Gerran nilitary authorities took cnre to remove all Jowish
elenerts fron nesr the frontier well in adwverce of the .
date upon which actunl «rred hostilities wors sturted. . i

hile opinion varlus na te the exnct scopn of e ranyta

Fp— el et Lo

nilitary nrepuration: vizepgerisg Russla, 1t scens elear 1
that truly fornidable arsen! Toroes arc rov 1ndned in ter=
ritory rrom which an invaslon of Mm=éde ntoht % luunched, g ‘

shfd - gorio rarortt e ve (1Y Shet over £ onilllor 0n aro now

concontrataed in stratesic positions near the Husaian Tron-

tler awallable for an invusion of Russlo if onil vhan the
order to advunce :iay ba -iven, Tt 13 nlzo atated thet

i. fraonse quantities of tho nost Sarmidablo 1o pana, inelud- if
] & |
{

ine aviotlon uritay pander divislona and no t nodern lon~-

ranso fleld sartillery, hove beon concentrated in border

R e

Zonea available Tor Instoant aotion.

awfminnt




Against the view that the i{nvasion of Russis 1is
virtually inevitable and a question 3! only & relatively
short time is differing opinion held by sone people that
1t will not be necesaary Oor Aesiruble for Corrumny to
take military cotion against Hussia at nll, Thias section
of opinion is based upon the renise that the nilitary
preparations vis-a-vis the soviet Union are larsely of
a demon trative and precautionury nature «nd are designed
to warn the Hussians that Gormany will "stend no nonscnse"
in the matter of effeoting speody and effective ooop ra=
tion on the part of Russia in all nattera of vitol con-
cern faor Germany. /8 one well informed Oermn, with
olooe Party connections, rermrkad: - "hen we nepgotliate with
the Cormunists, we make sure to take nll nooossary nill-
tary preparations in pdyarnee, to inpress upon the Cormuuni=
fatas the seriousnesa of our Intentions and our deternina-
tion to huve desired poots conswrmted ani, ftor thelr
econswmint’ion, to hava then frithfully ourricd out."

Another section of opinion has it that u sorlous
break of relations with Hussia ia, in the natwre of thin s,
somethin: to be expected sooncr or lateor and thet there is
no :I'.nnuinu basis for sndurlng fricndahip batwvenr the two
gountriss as ther cre at present coverned since both the
notionol internats tnf politicsl ldeolorles of +ho Bazi
and Sovliet replres aro fundanertally irreconciluble ond
that ultizmtely there noot be & nilitory showdovm wvith
Aussla whilch /411, once ind for ! 11 tine, estobliah Na=
tionnl dSoolaliat supreoncy throwshout lLuarope, inelucing
Hiuasin. i sohool of thouwht i{n of the oplinifon thot
there hna heer no hnanlo chtmm; ir the sthitude of the
Nazd vesine towards Cormuniam, thit the ald hotred of the

i
Iinnia

| ———




Mazis for the Corpamistys ip still slive und ug virile
a8 ever, und thot the Tezla ure merely wbiding thelr own
tire to huve o finul racl:c;:'!!'..-* vith the Cowmumists. It !
13 parmrieble thet in eonversations with Party adherents
one resdilv deteets a deecp and abiding dislike for the
Comriunist resine snd a fervent desire to tuke notion which
will extirpate that regine and enable Gerneny to eatublish
sons other syoter: in 4ta ploce which will be nore nonfgma
able to Nazi tonets ;rm suhaerviert to the dliectutea of the
Kazi Goverrnent.
Relatod to this genernl interpretation of the presont
Russo=Gernun situstion is clso the view that increasing
wortive atruing upor OSumuay's natlonsl econclly will ren-
der it inperative for Germuny, regurdless of ideolosioal
gonespts, to seck to inprove its economie position by
direct sotion effectins the "acquisition" of the Ukraine |
ith its wvast resources of rrain and other foodstuffs, pe-
troleum, riinerals, ote. In line Vith this reasonling, it
13 pointed out thut incressing dirfioultles in its supply 0
of motor fuel vitul for carryin; on the war, ray campel
Germany, throush sheer desperation, to selie the Ukruine
as a neans of securings control over tlie inportant petroleun
product ion pruviclad'l‘:-:.r thet territory. .iside fron wartine
gooronic necessities, persona holding this genoral riew
point out that the noquisition of the Ukraine 1ls in any
gase a bhasie objective of linzl policy and wurtiie econonie
nroblems have only served to render it nore necessury thun
aver thut this scononieslly rich territory be uejuired by
the NMeich 80 thet its resocurces vill be uude avullable for

direct und unhanpered eoxploftation under grolusively CGoren

control. Person: holdine: this wview sre o the opinlon

that




that np matter what ooncessions the Soviet Union may
feel disposed to make to Germany, the National Soolalist
regine is deternined to free Jermany of dependence upon
"Communist favors” and "Cormunist foodwill™ for meeting
its vital economio requirements, and to elininate, by
drastio «otion, the varfous diffioulties now inpeding
the oupplying of Russian raw naterisls to Germany, such y
as Memutiumi olearing balances, differences in rail-
way transport systems and ussocleted need for coatly and
time~consuming frontier Lranafers, withhelding or diver-
slon by Russia of raw materialas badly needed by Gernany,
8to., all of which can prove vory irritatin: to an ag-
gressive and arrogant nilitaristio regine like National
Jdoolalism engaged in a momentous strugile fop I:uropuur_l_
hegzenony . 3
Also allied to the view that Germany nust sooner or
: later acjuire the Ukratre for its ovn aoonomic salvat on
1’3 the theory that Scrmny's polioy of collaboration with
Jepan will require that Gormany shall be in a position to
exert declsive Influence in the control of the Tar-flung
Russlan donsin separating: Gartiany from Jupan. Persons
holding this view reason thet for the siicoeaaful prosecu-
ion of its Japunese poliey lernany requiress a subservient
or vaasal Russla go that it will be able to control not
only Russla's econonlc resources hut, vhat is vitally in-
rortunt, the Russian rallvay ayston extandins- aoroas Hussis
and wiloerie so thut Cormanr oar y unirpeded, exehin;o proods
with Japan and Tar Jastern countries and axtend to Japan

cllitary assiastanoe vher snd ms nnaded by the latter in

fulfilmant of its obli-ntions under the Tripanrtite Puot.




By gaining control over the trans-Russian apd Siberian
rallway system, Germany would be placed in a vastly in-
proved strategle situation through being able to secure
badly needed raw materinls and to export goods, via Japan, -
thus seouring a far greater degree of independence of any
enemy naval blockade that mirht be applied against Oermany.

While admittedly the prospedt of the conquest of
Russia by Germany, espeoially at m time when the latter
is already engaged in a life and death strugsle with bBri-
tain, would inpress the averapge “outsider” as rather a
"large order™, 1t nevertheless is remarkable that many
Party people apparently repgard the eventuality of armed
hoatllitles with Ruaslu with perfect equanimity. In fuoct,
some looal cormentutora seen to feel that Germrmny's con=
gquest of the vital nerve ccnters of Russla vould be a
relative sinple matter and could be schlewved with slnost
a3 much celarity -und efficlency as waa ahown by Jernany
in sub jugating other Continental countries during the pre-
aent war. These commentators are convinged thet the Ger=
man ATy -is invinclble beyond all jquestion and that If ar
armed confllet does ::hvulnp with Rusuln, the odda will be
heuvily in Garmany's fuvor, with every prospeoct of un
sarly defent of ‘t.hrrh_Rpssiun Arny and overthrow of the
Corunist Gover nent. For aupnorting this conelusaion,
these cormentetors polint not only to the Dimense atrensth
of Jermeny'a arnoed forees but to the weakneas and jenaranl
inafricienoy of tho Ruasiun .rmy, ¢anonagtrated to wll the
world Iin its bhlunderin; &fforts to aubdue Finlund.

oonl cormentatora atate thit, nslde fran pringiples
of basle rational poldiey, whilch would reuire the waequl-

. altlon of the Ukraina by Sernany aponer or liter in uny

/
gase, thure huve bean inerensin- enuses of disautisfaetlor

by




=fi=

by Garmnny in ita relations with the Soviet nion-in
recant rwontha, Thus,. 1t 13 stated vt econanie frae-
mentas corcluded batwes: L‘:u two countrifesa have not been
wor=in- out: as fuvorably for Cominy as vad dosired and
that tha itusslans apparently lnve been plucliy souc dif-
Flaulties{in Lhe way of supplirine Cueouny wlth deslired
quanticvies of raw wnteriala. It 1a astated tlut by Zeason
of war conditions and the overburdensd condition of (ler=
r:mn induatry, Germsny has beon hehind selwdule li naking
delivorics of mmolilnory, industrisl engaigwont, oto., ors=
derad by Russla, and thet in consoquonge of tlhwas daluys
Ruasia hig been holdines hack in deliverlas of foosdtuffa
and raw naterisls lneoded by Garmanys Ik is statew, Tor
fnatance, thut Russia nade espooclally strong coupluints
regarding Garmany's faliure Lo diliver industrinl eguip=-
ment like rotatins lathes which wero badly recded lii Rus=
gla. THem, asuin, It would sppear thet the Rusalurng hove
been causine Aifficulbies in comnoetlon vith the trunafer
of ruods wh the Gerpn-Ragslan fronticr and tliat tle OGer=
mens have boen displocaed vy the refasal of Lho Russians
tn cooporste noras fully in the patter of apeedins up frone
1er frelcht tranafera by dllowing Inprovements 1n Lho or-
mnlzution of the rallway freight traffie, such as the
ponstrucstion of fermune—guinze rallvay lines upon a wider
soalc und over a loncer dlstance ithin Russian territory,
inereasad scope of frol ht our nershalling yards, ote. Tt
is clso reported that Itusalan frontier authoritices have
bean showines an inereasin:lr unayupativtic and unocoopari-—
tive attitude towvard offieinls on the 'wrrnn side howing
to aeal vith tlen, »8 wi expresalon of the untajonistie

nature of relations reoported to huve developod betveen the

frontior
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frontler authoritics of the two countrios, it is stated
~that at some frontier stations the Russians have put up
signs with arrows pointing towards Russia bearing the
words "To Freedom" and arrows pointing towards Gerrmny
and ferman=gontrolled territory readins "To Jlavery",

It i3 atated thot Mitler is well inforrmod regarding

these troubled relntiona between the two countries but
thot he hns established the poliey of zllowing the German
nuthorities to wranrle with the dirficulties and settle
_F:han a3 beat they can. Tt 18 stated, however, that if an
inprovenent cannot be effected, Hitler 1s diasposed to let
matters take thelr gourse until a certain point i1s reuched,
rreaurnbly coinciding with the developnent of the poneral
irternition:l ond nilit ry situ.tions, when the leadership
will draaticully lnt-ﬂr\r.una and be prepared to take aﬁn
milltary action with a wiew to cleurins up the ontire
Jermen=Rusalan situntion in a deolsive rmnner sinilar to
the now fanillar procedurs followed since the wur began
with reference to other countries which were "put on the
anot"” and Tinolly conpellod to capltulate before the' over-
whelning nlelt of Gorruny's nllitary povwer.

It 13 reallzed thut the Informutlon contained in this
deapnteoh. ia, unavoidably, f a wvirue and inconolusive charme=
tf.*r und our in no way be regarded as offering. anythings au=
thoritutive poncarninsg the aublect of Gearrmny's rolationa
with Wussia regardins ~hlelr there 1s so nuch nystery and
apeculntion, At the asarwe tine, howewvar, it wgs considerod
that the Infomntion nreasnted, ;'Jrav.ilr..i:.;‘ u swrary of views
of rary Intelliront -7l voll=irformed Sernna, ni;ht be

useful to the Libuasy In oconnection vwith Its own Imowledrs

i of
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of the subjeot and for pleoing together with informna=-
tion relative thereto received fron other sowces. The
entire subjeot of Russo-Oerman relations at the present
tine 1a of -such outstanding inmportence in the existing
world altuntion that it was thourht that evon aketohy

ond inconolusive informut'!on fronm sources leoking: all

elaim to authoritativeness night bo of value in throw=-
ing nome 1light upon this subleot and in sugresting poo=
aible now developin; trends which may have fur-reachins
effeots upon the future courase of events In Nurope and

the world.

Hau}mr* Tully yours,
- |
B/
i 1T
{ 'fdney La m‘. :m}..nr,
anoriesn’ Cooaul,

ShR.

Copy to the Divislon of Comercisl .ffuira, Dept. of Stute.
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LEGATION OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Lisbon, Iay &4, 194,

. He. 31,

Subject: Trensmission of Coded llessage
from American Hubassy in
Berlin,

ESETEer g T4 W A Yer * RO "

P ——— el

o e Piam ™ ]
7 L ] [ . |

b vl s . < uih Prasswms I

W

W d

The Honorable
The Secretary of State,
Washington, D. C,

Sir:

I bave the honor to transmit herewith the coded text
of a communication which has been received at this Legation
on lay 2 from the American Embassy in Berlin with the re=
quest that it be Tforwarded by air courier since the contents
are of such a highly confidential charscter as to make
transmission by cable unwise,.

O1L0O1 / 6661 HYM NYAJOHNE (1000¥L

Respectfully yours,

V. . P
i . L
SERT FISH ‘

ik
LEnclosurei”

4?
Coded text as stated - Cirher text 161§,
. in puadruplicete, fa&u s e R

FHI/ iwh



Aad TELEGRAM RECEIVED

This telegram mus—bprer—m—m—

closel araphracsv i1 be= :
ife) o 3 bﬁlﬂg cgmuniéamﬁ- BERLIN VIA LISBON (AIR MAIL)

to anyone. (SC) Dated April 28.

-—__Rec'd May 7, 1941,
oivIsion or L/
SEcretary of Stage, tUROPEan atfany» Ll :

Wah 81041 ' J Ei

. fi 1
DEPARTMENT OF STATE i
P-m-

The following is the gist of information obtalned

Washington,

1617, April ION ONE)

from a highly placed and extremely well informed scurce.
One, The German position with respect to food and
rew materials such that new and important sources of

supply must be opened up before next winter. Reduction

F T e

of eertain German food rations has been postponed only
in the hope that present victorics would bring sbout

sufficient improvement in civilian morale to soften the

™ 1 & ~ a

shock of such a reduction. The necessity to obtain m:;
supplies 1s so pressing that it has influenced strongﬁ
the decision to go all out on the winning of the war +
during the present years, This decision being pwsuzdg

with such consistency that certain basic Gcrmnﬂ indus-

0D

tries the productive capacity of which would now have
to be maintained at the highest pitch if German muritions
production were to be continued at the present level
beyond the next six months are now being seriously strip

ped of their labor forces by army conscription to the

1 ultimate

e

e(Ld [e1uUepyu

L TR ]

-



<2 1617, April 2B, 3 palls (SECTION ONE) from Berlin

ultimate detriment of thelr productlve capacity., This
applies particularly to the machine tool industry shoul
also ;vcntunliy effect submarine productlon.

Two. ~In thelr plans for_ov&rcoming t!mlr supply
difficultics thi Germsns ufE caleulating extensively
on Morocco particularly with respect to ucgctaﬁlc
oils and grains produced locally and other product® now
imported thEre. They Are at present receiving important
supplies from there and hope theough an extension of
their influence there to increese this flow materially.
They &re agrceably surprised at the 1ittle econtrol which
seems to be exercised over the fihal disposition of
supplies received in French Morocco from. the outside

world.

3 MORRIS
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L TELEGRAM RECEIVED

Thie telegram must W& BERLIN

glosely paraphrased be-
fore being oo joated prom ~ Dated April 28, 1941

to anyone. 80 .
Rec'd May 7th

SUERSE BT

gecretary of State, |
Washington. 1

= _-..-a-'m....“ -

1617, April 28, 3 p.m. (SECTION TWO)

According to information they have received American
circles have promised delivery of motor fuels to French
1iorocco in amounts which to the German official mind
indicate either remarkable naivity on our part or a
acsire to lay in supplies there for some future use by
our own forces. They expect, of course, to aocguire Rl
eventually practically everything of thie nature which
may be delivered there in the near future.

Three. With particular reference to motor fuels
Gerpany haé plenty for immediate domestic use but the
problem of supplying southern and western Europe is acute, i1
due largely to transportation difficulties. New wind falls ;
in that vicinity or the opening of a maritime supply :
route to the Western Mediterranean will be required if
this problem is not to become critical after a tinme,

Four. On the success of their efforte to develop

¥orth Africa as a source of supply for southern aad

western Europe may depend in part their attitude toward
Russia.




-2- 1617, April 238, 3 p.m. (SECTION WO) from Berlin

Ruesia, If they were 4o be cut off from further supplies
from Morocco this fact, while not alone decisive, would

give 2 powerful stimulus to the idea of diplomatic and
military action against Russia. The German High Conmand

is of the opinion that the Ruseian internal situvation is
not strong enough to permit any really formidable resistance
t0o a German attack and it might well be inclined to attempt
this as a means of eolving the supply problem if other
pogsibilities seemed insufficient.

(END MESSAGE)

MORRIS

e i BT e i



TELEGRAM RECEIVED

FrOM

Tim
[ PR 5
g This telegram must be BERLIM
closely paraphrastd be-—
A - s i ] - - AT
. fore being communicated Datrd May 1, L125%%

NYyONE, (sC)

srorctary of State,

Washingtone.

9.
1 - - ay PR o
1674, May 1, noon. (SECTION OHE
La Bonne, the returning French Ambassador tO
voscow, En Troute to Vichy, called yeeterday at the
EmMDassy.
/

e

egit!
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Thia telegra erlin

closely pa mmmAM RECEIVEﬁ

fore being communicated Dated May 1, 1941

to anyone. (D)
Rec'd 9:50 a.m.

FrOM
Secretary of State,

Washington.

1674, May 1, noon, (SECTION T™0)

He stated thet it was firmly believed in Moscow that
the German sambassador Schulenberg would return there short-
1y with an ultimative request for greatly increased de-
liveries of oil and agricultural products, dEL1VEIY of
which was to be assured by certain tguarantees” which it
was surmised would consist of rights of military occupa-
tion in the kraine and perhaps the Baltic region and
privileges of technical organization and direction. Thﬁ
imbassador is of the opinion that Stelin would go & long
way to meet these conditions short of engagements which
might definitely imperil the position of the Russian army
and destroy t;E possibilities of eventual defense. If the
Russian ncceptance was immaterial from the German stand-
point he bellieved that the Germans would drive across the
Dkraine to the Coucasus in which case Russia would heve
to conclude peace on Gemman terms as, 1t could neither feed

nor defend itself.

whether Gemmany gained Lebensraum and supplies in

gouth Russis by Russian surrender or by conquest he thought

that Hitler would then endeavor to meke peace with England

on the basis of German withdrawal from Westermn Europe. { The)

R e L o S A




nan

#1674, from Berlin, dated May 1, 1941

The ambassador did not pretend that his thesis pro-
ceeded from high authentic sources, but insisted that 1t

wos beElieved by the Soviet Govermment. (END OF HESSAGE)

MORRIS

HTH
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-~ TELEGRAM RECEIVED
EH :
This telegram must bE Berlin
closely paraphrased be-
fore being communicat@RoM Dated May 27, 1941
to anyone, (D)

Secretary of State,

Washington.

2094, May e
W
My 1991, May 21, noon,.
i The previous rumors of German military actions
. against Russia which are known to have alarmed the
Ruzsian Embassy here and which were possibly if not
" -
)v uq probebly circulated ¥ 1 that end in-view have now
- .
al - - r A4 anle A b fea that Pussi } g
| been largely displaced by stories that hussla has B
—
W
al
- (0)
; cooperation including the right of transit' for GErman
| t
Lroopses =
-_—
g : 2 g _ o)
i thile the Embassy has reciived no information I'romy
! L= el
: any inmpresaive source it.is inclined to believe. that = Q
some -sort of Soviet-German asreement extending the trade &
2
negotiations mentioned in my telegram under TeETE e Ly g
s
be fort i F e indlvidual ed i . y g 5
1097, A N i
)3y ADPEL 10T, PR 1 hE h b C ’Tj
G
14 tary sou . f ! E. WY I I 7 i [} 5 ‘:.::
"

0

(7,

) ~

| X : : ;ﬂ
o

Sl

?'- already or is on.the point of signing a far-reaching

geconomic agreement containing also articles of -mi Y

£ g -4
ik l L Ll
-




W =2 004, May 27, 5 pems (SECTION ONE) from Berlin.

bEen sirned by thi CGerman Ambassador in Moscow and
Stalin wherein the latter inter<alia agrees upon German

reauest to declare war on- Britain,

MORRIS




TELEGRAM RECEIVED
ias telegram must be "RErlin
¢losely paraphrased be-
"ore being communicatedrrom Dated liay 27, 194
‘0 anyone. (D)

Sceretary of State, :

tiashington,

2085, May 27, 6 p.lls

Continuing my 2094, May 27, 5 p.m. (SECTION T0).

My informant asserts that there was also an infl-
mation ' that the agreement or part of 1t might be madr
public 4in the near future to off2et the effect of fthe
Frﬁnidgnt‘s speech tonight.. Some color ‘haa been glven
to 'this story by the statement of a Tasa correspondent
here In: private converaation that Russia wanted. peace
and might make some agrgement with Germany to join ita
preasure on England to ‘accept’ pEACE,

The above rumor and intimatlieone are possible
utterly. unfounded, TheEy are. cited hr;funt in this
pﬂr%iﬂular situation there is 1ittle here but rumors
to go one. 'The alngle known fact Is that therec . are large
humbers, perhaps 120 divislons, of German troops on the
Russian border prepared for any eventuality. . These numbers
are perhaps increasing. Gilthin the last few days there

has been a great reduction here in passenger train sche-

dules which can only mean troop movements to some

deatination.




EH =2= 2095, May 27, 6 p.m. from Berlin,

destination,

I also note that Dekanosov, Russian Ambassador,
who contrary to his predecessors initiated some con=-
tacts with his colleagues including myself has
apparently not been in social circulation since his
return from Moscow,

Repeated to Moscow,

(END OF MESSAGE).

MORRIS
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- TELEGRAM RECEIVED

This telegram must by
closely paraphrased be-
fore belng communicated
to anyone, (SC)

Berlin
FROM Datea June 8, 1041

Ree'd 1:36 p.

2261, June B,. 2 pem.s (SECTION ONE)

Secretary of State,

Washington.

I have recelved rather Impressive testimony that

within s fortnlght Germany will invade Russia, Hitler

13 desceribed as determined to erush Soviet Russla ang

its army, although certain of his adviasors . are of the

opinlen that- such acticn would - be

econonile error-at this time. "While the testimeony ia

impressive, 1t 1s to-be revembered that Hitler olohe
k >

m

makes the great declaions

them untll the exset moment of the

quite possible that the tremendous. prepn

L= ]
~
.
=t

Russian border are o form-r

" =2 2 e Tel ol = = Y s R alsla
1o ACLLOn: 10N 3ok 1ET" §

or o mask

profound militeary ond

$LE T/
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

DES

This telegram must b FROM

closecly paraphrased be= BERLIN

fore DEiIng ;nmmunlcatcd

to ANYONE. (D-1) pated June B, 1941

Rec'd 1:30 p.e

seepetary of State,

Washington.

2261, June B, 2 PeMe (SECTION TWO)

From less {mpressive SOuUrces the assertion 1s
weard that Russla has already reached or 1s on the
polnt of reaching an agreement for entire gconomic
and military cooperation with Germany, including
use of Russlan forces against the British in Asla.
One interesting contact declares that German- troops
will move this week through the Ukralne with Russian
agssistance and permission.

(END OF MESSAGE)

MORRIS

KLP




¥ *f 3 . 0l .
¢ TELEGRAM RECED 1-:1»* ki

— ' |

PROM

e
u!q‘r oy
]
by
]
o




GMW TEL]@(%]E{ AM RECEIVED

This telegram mus
plos Ely pnraphraatd pe=—>Berlin
fore bEIng canmuniceted
(]

to enyone. (D) SO pDeted June 21, 1941

Rec'd 6310 8.m., 22nd

Sgerctary of State,

Washington.

i:':

RUSH.

0483, June €1, 6. Dells

From meny sides are coming - rumors to the effect i
thet the long diplomatic struggle DELWEED Germeny and
the Soviet Union 13 to come te a showdown within thE
next two deys. It 18 seid that 'the Soviet Government
miil be required glther to yield forthwith to Germeny's

demends or to face EN stteck to DE lgunched on Surd ay

o latedud VAT

or on Mondsy et the 1stest, It elso is seid thet the
Reichsteg 1s to DE convened tomorrow Or - ORn Mondey 1f the
etteck 1s not bEgun antil the latter day end thet the

femilier pattern of explenction end justiflqction will

be followed.

¢!

I cm not preprred Lo S& thet these rumors rTE

= Ll f

besed on fect but they £r'e 80 numerous end peraistent

thet I feel you should pe informed of them.

MORRIS .

.
EMB E




AF GRAY
B:rlin
Dgt:d August 28, 1941
Rec'd 5:40 Pele
i _#—'-]1.-_: W 2 e
seorctary of State, or ; Jiﬁf l

Washingtone «uuu 5 194

UEPATRT™
3318, August et , 5 Pele f‘./

In a signed article appEaring in several German

newspoapers this morning Japonese Finance Minister
Omura declares that the situation in the Pacific re-
glon hes become mOI'E difficult and more gerious from
day to day since the "proalumation by President
RoostevElt an.July 26 that all Japanese eredits in
the United Statza,'Canada, England, South Africa,

and India WErE {mmedintely blocked and the Japanese

ghips in american ports confiscated,” HE states that

this "economlc war against Japan" was mode completE

wd3S

by the oll blockade and the foreing of the Netherland

Government to participatE and has DEEN supplemented

Iv6l 8

politically "py the drawlng in of Moscow in the past
few days as o NEW factor in the gncirclement blocs"
Japen he adds 1a forced "to resort to mMEASUrES of
violence" in order to "parry this attnck on Japanese

lnd:pcndtncc“ aince 1t is dgtermined to continue 1ts

l‘““‘l.’ ﬂd

polley




=Cm 3318, sgust 26, 1941, 5 Pelte = from Berlin,

policy of fending tie China War" and organizing the
"4nexhaustible" human t7d materinal regscurces of China
as the basis for the spzater East Assian prosperity
spheres With Japanese aapltal and skill 1ight indus-
tries are to bE epected in China and the yen bloc
"gomprising all of East .ala will completely drive

out the former rulers of “agt asic, namely, the dollar
and the pound" and taelE nake pessible "livElyl
economie exchonges wit: ¢ Eupopean bloc, South
americon, and other FO g' - not hostlle O ug." Omura
o~ncludes that Japan 13 % Ay facing an historde de=
cislon and that o fals~s #“Ep or any aign of weakness
now might "prevent BtLE ~ .gher development s our
glorious nation for ZE X t1-ns to comes"

Repeated t TokycCe

MOFRIS
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