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REGARDING: Eritish foreign policy. Sumery of statements made
recarding =, during debates on foreign affairs taking
nlece in both the House of Commons and House of Lords

on March 2,

611/ 00" 1V,




Debates on forelign affairs took plece in both the
House of Lords and the Howse of Commons on Mareh 2.

The debate was continued in the House of Lords on Mereh
3.

In the Houss of Lords the Marquis of Lothlan resused
the debate on Lord Arneld's motiom ecalling for a change
in sritish foreign peliey "whieh will dring it mere into
actord with the realities of the existing situation” and
stated that the greatest cesuse of internatiomal disunity
was the extravagences of economic nati omalism. Other
statenents that he nade may be summarized as follows:

The real problemn confronting statesmanship is not so
nuch the preventicn of all war as the means whereby if war

'sould be prevented.

broke out its apreading into a world war
The form of collective security now advoeated is that of
an armed allliance. There is no such thing as colisative
seourity in a world of sovereign states and the fear of
Germany is to a large extent a bogy and a pollioy of
restricted commitments 1is 1nfiu1t|.ll.y wiser and safer than
one of universal commituents, ttention ought to be

pald te the policy now being pursued by the Unlted States.

Great Hritalo would be umeble to buy arus or to ralse loans

in the United “tates an ight not be able to ruceive raw
mterials and foodstuffs from the Unlted States. If Great
rltaln ¢ould get Lhe co=operstiom of the Unlted

genter of stabillty and penoce 1ln the world woul be oreated
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world war, Fundamen tally the attitude

States 1s that the real trouble l:
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elear its positlion »ith respsot Lo ull noer pol
iurope, and that it oall s world peace convention and pro-
pose a gemeral sconomlc settlement.

The prineipal statenents aade by
Jeoretary, may be summarized as followa:

The paliey of non=intervention has proved right,

having averted = grave intermational danger of war, descite

the polley's checkersd career, The next non=interveantion
atap 1s to avacuate the forelgn seldiers already in .paln.
The Leasue of hations, while damaged, 15 not sntombed.
Since 1931 the Lespue has englineeresd ten diplomeatie
sucossses, the latest having been ths settlewsnt of the
Frenco-Turkish dispute over ,.lexandretia. It is unfaix
to remember only the fallures In VYapehurla snd :‘bByssinla.
There 1s no good news to glve about the pronosed ‘estary
Faet, though 1t is perhaps time for a ocew effort.

regard to German colonisrl propsganda, the only answer

that the British Covermment has not conoidered and 1
conaldering any transfer of territaries. In

spesch, it was =made elear that Creat “rltein wo

France and Nelglum pgelnat un

Loearne wera made, Great ‘irite

were similarly attscked,

almost unlversally wel

Creat "“ritain les, ti

pesges, as Great Srit




there were gquite snmough agreemsnts if they were kept.
91r" Arehibald Jimelsir stated that publie sunpert would
be given to snything in the nase of collestive seeurity
end that the Uppesition olsmour for wider cow i tuente
was justifisdle. |

Lord Cramborme, speaking fer the GCovernment, stated
thet the Covernment considered thi world's armaments to
be momnstrous and would lese no opportunity of trying te
get an agreement to reduce them.
At the comelusion of the debate on vareh © the

Government recelived 243 wotes sgainst 134 for the Opposition

in the House of Cormons,

In resuming the foreigm affeirs debate In the House
of Lords om Mereh 3, Lord sllem spproved the British re
Armanent as leading to the pmcifiecstion of Europe. He
urged rcoonstruetion of the Lensue of Netlons as an
lnstrument of Jjustice und ngt of force. iHe urged gettiing
Germany to submit her grievances at & confersngs on a
basis of absolute equality. Lord Aumkeillour, while
flvérlng friendahip with Prance, aryued that overtures
should be nude to Germauy. The oclalist leader, Lord

nell, stated thst the Looclalist larty supported the
afmaments prosrem to the sxtent that | Wwuld enable Oreat
iritaia to fulfil its obligstlons provided that the roFTa
o8 mocompanied by & clesr-aiglite wolley i appeassenant.

le als 1 & ted ru;cni” an understanding with Cerms Y-
4 Lifax, spenking ror the Government, stated that
£reat commomweslth coul 10% t inolnte
influence a1 uthority. relnt

ized o prevant il llet frowm
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expectaney of war was 8ot shared by the¢ Government and :

Shat 1t was hoped that the time would “!-- vhen a

reasonable equilibrium of armaments & lowar scale

then at preseat ocould be negotiated with more suoccess

then in the past. He naintcined that #ritish toreign

~ poliey had been wmore elenrly defined by 'r. “d@m in reeent

lﬂhm than ever before, and that HOriteln's inedility to I
state its tt.tltmll_ in hypotietice. cases in ‘astern lLurope '
d1d not mean disinterest in that re-ien. lie remipded
Lord illen thst efforts had heen aadle for momths sy the ;
British GCovernment to (ot Germany to a conference Sable,
and that any propossls for proamotion of pesoce that could be |
deemed effective, would be Syapethetisally received by Lhe G
British Government.

Reference 1s made to tho hbll.,';l despatohes No, 907

of karch 4, snd No. 2919 of Vareh 10, 1¢37. /
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RB : -3=-#180, March 31, 5 p. m.

London

the Italian problem that encouragement was given

Regent Paul of Yugoslavia by the British Foreign Office
for the recent negotiations with Ciano, However, in
the recent attempts at a rarprochement between England
and Italy some incident has always arisen to keep open
the wound; for the most recent instence, that of the
meeting of the Haninterv&ntion Committee of NMarch 23,
the Soviets are blamed, These meetings are by AETES -
ment secret and the only public reports are the official
comuniques  given out at the end of each session by the
chairman with the concurrence of.the delegates, Never-
thelesz, when after the recent defeat of Italian troops
outsice Madridy the Italian Ambassador pressed by
Joviet Ambasasador Maisky refused .at that particular
Juncture to discuss the withdrawal &) volunteers, an
exolanation of a statement in Ehe ‘'ommittee appeared in

the local press even before the official communique of

the Committee meeting had been drawn up,  This leakage
which served to arouse fresh popular indignstion & gainst
ssolini is atk: 1ted to ovi g Nonintepr=
v ion Sommitt ia on holiday 1 1 t wed 1
! O off Jontro i ir pdaw toarmi
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f observetion noints -and

o

further the setting up

WL obgervers on the Spanish land Irontiers and £l

A jnternational navel controls in Spanish waters., Ii \
t 35 doubtful whether these controls at the very earliest |
is doubti ) e
1 ¥
: can be esteblished before two Weeks, A
| i i -
| are GO 0 ¥
recent efept of "Ttelian Gtreops { !




conceivable

fficial military
tension

menta avgmented by the fac hat Soviet influences

encourage an aggressiveness on the part of France,

such a situation between France and England Hitler, who

s =1

has been liquidating his commitments in the: Spanish

- Ak

given his opening to make every

situation, would be

advance to England. These considord ong would. doubtless
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; Secretery of Staté, APR 3 01937 ;
s Sashinzton, MR. SAYRg ﬂ»#,,-
r-:’l_ e PR I apom
1 —april 25, '11 psm, (SECTION ONE)].
JOVFIDEHTIAL FOR THE PRESIDENT AND THE SECRETARY.

Chambarlaein asked Mrs, Davis and me to lunch quietly
with him and l'ra, Chanmberlain at Dowiaing Street on Monday

ir order that he and I might thus have an uninterrupted
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BlombEDrg,

ympathy wilbth Chinesg aims

¢ 11 i BT s
or less "open door' policy,

-xpansion of German commercial
wnese ‘Emplre or a Chin
lazi ‘party leaders on the
the moment have a preponders
forelgn pollcy, are qulte prepared © nrow German commercl:

4

interests in China overboard in order to establish politic
solidarity with Jopan. WhHeh of these two views will fina
prevall may still be in doubt, - Some ‘indlcatlon

relative strength may shortly be shown by the resul

nresent conflict of opinion in Berlin on the withdrawsal o

German military adviscrs from China. According to my

o a

informant, there are with the Chinese military forces fifLy
eight CGerman officers of the highest professional reputatio
and great experience, some eight or ten of them belng genc
officers, They have done what 1s s: to be a very effec
job with the Chinese Army and some have EVeEn passed beyond
he status of advisers and have been commanding military
operations, The Nazi influence in Germany desires the

immediate
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-4~ {704, lovem €r 9, € Dp.m., from London,

Concurrently with announcement of the Itallan adhErPENCE
to the anti-Communist pact have come rumors that Hitler might
be asked by Japan to mediate in the present Chinese conflict,
The Foreign Office professes to have no authoritative
information regarding this rumor. The prsa:néz, however, of
the German nmilitary advisers in China and tﬁs uncertaln
result of the conflict of opinion in Germany as to thelr
withdrawal would sgem in themsclves gufficient reasons
to exXclude GErmany as & m:ﬂiato;.

If it be true that far-secing elements. in Germeny arc
reluctant to jeopardize the existence of important commercle:
interests in Chins and the prospect %f their expansaion In

I+ +hEPe

_the futurc by suprorting the Japenese program gnd  1f there

1g n chance that this view will prevail, there would be
e Hazi

further reasons to look for a European focus for the Nazi-

made anti-Communist pact, It would moreover be difficult

to escane the conclusion that it is really directed azalnat

oreat Britaln, not perhaps in any immediate SEn3e but ‘as

an instrument of leng term poliey. If Germany 1s able to
bulld un & bloc. of atates subservient to Her letadershi
¢l whozs larger 1 reat can mal far 1 r
degree 1dentical v her own id ornosed to - thosi i
far-flun ritia IEy muc reater 11 be
rategleal . po: fon iniExac r from. GIe rit "
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=Se. #7704, Hovember S, 6 r.ns, {rom London. |8

gseecondarily France, concesslons along all the lines

of her ambltion. Commentators have not I

i
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claims for colonial expansion which ar thering ine:
.
momentum, That the Brltish are awal 3
g taken for granted anc i ame . indi 1 |
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iifficulties of interoretation which ' rent :

D NENSHIPED. commENnt not only. i countriega outs £ I )

but also in the three capitals princivnlly coOncErned are Y
. 1 E |

Evlicdent,: “hethér the poet will mean much o 1ittle . depend k.

i
on what force ‘and wvalue ‘the simnatories may feel from t y
to time iImpelled to give it -=#:  The truth verhapa is that

'

the pact coming at this moment is a diplomatic demonstration

reassurance for Japan and for Italy, in particular, for thei:

comritments in China and Spaln respectively. Its future

will be what events make it, that 1s to gay the sympathles

1t Imolies did not in existins circumstances require pact A
1_
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Repented to American Delegotion, Brusscls.
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=2= /780y December 16, 1 Deme, from London, -3

to be draw from all this hooliganism, It may have been
the result of a deliberate &ttempt_by responsible military '

novol offi¢ers to destroy neutral shipping on the

“ngtzZe == possibly by way of testing the renetions 1

O

NE ‘powers eoncerned, as they tested Russiats on -

the Amar before launching the North China campaign,

the .other hand the incidents WETE not deliberate,

then it -ust br coneludes that save for a small

civilized uprer elass no JA4DANESE. ean be trusted to CArTY &

Llirenrms £ven 4n the Smoerop'a gErvice because he is

20 -ipgnorant  and too irresvonsible not to rin amok T

rovoention: (#u4), yome ~doubt aboutk the

Existene I resronsible statesmanship even in Tokyo was

in Xre Rooseveltts ming when he addressed himselfl

to the <mperor, pri sumably in an endeavor to Establish
'y Glgowvned, or flouted wit) 'mpunity (:#44) the !

osrEn! i Eapt 1 AErnil '|_: [ short i-:_:.-l: ago

R ok e : 1. -
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0y December 16, 1 p.m,, from London,

of' lawlessness have been unreal and ineffective,

late to start now., But it had better be

tie situatlon in the Far East 1s going to
worse, not better, unless Britain and France, the

itates and the Soviet Union and such powers as

oln them are prepared to stand side by side",
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SUBJECT: Eritish Consuls; affiee in ‘‘oscow olosed
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regs revort fIom Ucepow 1pclosates sl dwslin
il aslf lsauwsd the gehearal order Li logs aver'y pusaible
forelgn consu'emte snd that 16 1a unlikely thus the

aviet Jovernuent will hesitete o use all leghl miuns

to olose the ritlah consulate Oesnersl in Leningrad. d=

cording Lo this revort, so anxious ere Lhe Joviel sutheri-
ties to sel rid of forelyn officlals that they have agresd
te elues tan of tShe =leven I thelr couneul: tes npnd oon-
sular agencies in iran,

[he motier was discussed «1th Nr. Ucllier, the Chiel
of the Northern Jejartment of the Foreign (Trfloes, who gnve
the ‘mbassy the follouwing information:

jla #ald that two weeks sgo &y offlelal of the Fus=
sian Foreign OfClce informed the British iabassmior of
the oviet Government's plam %0 intrcduee the prineinle
of "parity” in consular repressntation and mve Great
Briteln two monthe in which %o earry this out. n
receliving the imbasssador's report, the foreign “Ifrfiee in

London ilnstructed him %o inform UM, Litvinoff that Oreat

firitain es & great trading nation could mot sseept the
nrineiple of parity; odnsuls were staticned in pleces
shers British commereicl interests required them; and if
the soviet Jovernment wisbed %o opem aRcther cousulate
in Grest Sritain there was no objeeticn whatiscever. In
any event, sinee tie member of the British Zabassy in
Yoscow who esrried out eertsin eonsuler funeticms had
ceased te do 8., parity ¢id iu feet now exist in Shat
the British have a Consulate Gemeral in Lemingred snd
the fusasiosna one in Londoa. {In this commeetiom, the
Foreign Offise offieisl told the Gubassy that simee
the Soviet Consul Gemersl holds s commissicn signed by

K. Litvinoff snd not by She Chier of State, be hes not,
in




in sscordancs with British prestiee, boen givea an
exsquatur but was, nevertheless, fully recognized ss
Consul Jemerel). Onm being Informed of the foregeing,
by the British Asbassador, Litvineff admitted thet the
resl reason for the representations weas that he had
been instructed to get all foreign consular off loers
out of Lemingred. e endeavored, without suscess, to
persuade the .sbassador to comsider the office whieh
sis then nandling consulnr satters in Vosgow as the
squivalent of the Soviet Consulate Genersl in Lendon.

ir. collier sald thet if the Soviet Govermment in-
sists, the Aritish will bave to elose their Consulate
denerel in Leaingred, dut they sre deterwined to make
it n» 4ifCloult an possible for the fussians and in say
event to make them admit openly thet it is not really
parity they are after. He eadded Shat should the *uu-.
slans persist, Grest Aritsin would demand s proloagation
of the two monthe' period allowed (aor earryins out thie
chnnge, which e whclly inadequute.

vaked what he thought was the reel resson for this
Eove, Wr. -ollier sald that curiocusly emough tha us-
slansa se.med tc be of the opinion that Jsrcsny might

atteck them throu the ‘enlngrad cdistrict and there

Fai gooneldersble military aotivity thers. te s worae

wing taken to make a atrong naval bmse there with con=

lderable fortifioaticns.  plan %o eluse Corelgn
uletea ther ‘A d tlass linked with the allitar
mraticons., owe vVal', Atige mmingred & the prinel-
port, the iritish Consulate ieae: . vl e

looking alfter ahine' papers, protect : nl

t intergats « ritiah towurists, n " whio onter

aei thu In additl . thar wre stlll seveaprsl
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bundred British subjeots with pre=ievolution Hussian
affiliations in Shat distriet, weny of whow are in
straitened oiroumstonces. The Foreign Orriee offiein!
fetred ¥hmt 1f the Consulste Jenerasl were closed they

would be subjeeted %o poliece persecution sinoce appar-
enlly 1% 1s the Joviet Oovernment's hope to drive all
foreigners out of the Leningrad distriet mnd that the

olosing of consulates »ms the Tiret step,' ready

five of what he desoribed as distressed Hritish subjeet;

had been compelied Yo luave usale and although ghey

would probably have tc live oo eharity in inziand he

thouzht, on the whole, 1t was A good thing t
sany iritish subjescts as popsible out of - ussi:

r. Collier menticned 1n this generel | 1
thet the Soviet |cvfr¢,uat n DEan Wil lly =n
lntely and that s short tloe ago e ian amployes
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This tElgsoam

i FROM London
closely paraphrased be-

fore bein. communicated Pated
to anyone. (C)

TRd February 4,

Secretary of State,

Washington,




bruary 4, from Léondon.

must . oE; their anti-British propagoinda in the Moslem
world, ii*, Eden sanid that he felt olsgo thet from the
viewpoint of general European settlement it is Easential
from MHussolini a satisfactory understandin:
in, The problem of a practical approach to
vestion i3 now causing him great concern. The ir=-
TAVE woa tint in the British view there ean
solution of Mediterraneon oroblems whiclh
would Exelude Spein from its sconr rnd that therefore
definite understandine with regard to Italy's intentions

(should be a?)
in thot eountry should o NEcessary preliminary to an

Anglo-=I :clion rapprochement, s
Respecting. the Rome=Berlin axis, the Foreign Sceret

remorked that altﬁou;h Mussolini was by far a grecter

imnedicic difficulty thon Hitlep theEre was no question

that, os for as a general Europecn settlement wos concerned,

Germony presented the real problem, There is no intention

on the part of the British not to ZiVE reasonable consider-

ation to Cermaan demands but agoin he is not disposed to

ake the promises of dictators ct their face value cnd

feels 1ot Geormany must herself make positive contribue

tions accompanied by guarantees, Whot this contribution

should be, he sers os including an agreement for reduction

of







4= No., 9C, Februcry 4, from London,

bt

the United Stotes and Oreat Britcin ond scid thot he re-

gﬁrﬂzd

Americ

Americ:

cbout

United

.I... O r‘ 1 1

throusi

t-e” cg of vitecl impor€ance; thot this evidence of

on Zntereat in the problems of Europe and of the

1 CEaire to rmelior~te world conditions -nd to bring

¢ GEnErcl oprecgement was having o fovorable effect

‘¢ Europe; ond further that the mere foet thet $he
StotEa wos menifeating cn energetic interest in

problema vins having o visible ond golutary effect.
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The elternetive wes a recrudsscence of Hazil agitation
and violence which convulsed Austria prior to 1836 end
"{t is sven not ineredible thet more than a hint was

dropped about the possibility of Germeny's having 1n

+ % s g - s B U ™
tl avent to atap in to restore crder"., . This paper
thinks thet the independence of Austrie, however newly
I ~ ] - I ek - i i | T & i
proolaimed, | vio a elly modifiad
1 e fentioned o I r. Schusc '
by. the above d cha 8, an . i) i E
poaition r t1y canad hi ybriisslon
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

GRAY

London

Dated February 16, 1938
Rec'd 4:10 p. m,

3ecretary of State,

NWashington.

134, February 16, 6 p, m,

In- commenting on developments in Austria, the

gey/c0* 2oL

British press es a whole "ake it as a foregone con-
*lusion that Austris will fall under the Nazi yoke.
The DAILY TELEZGRAFH says editorially h1e 1s impossible

to mistakt the meaning of the ultimatum so bluntly and

acin;ly presented to Austria" asnd pointedly

333 the implications as far as Italy and
.
ETE concernEd. In a slightly less

—

ICHESTER GUARDIAN'S editorial endg?

—=—

-

h spirit of independence in®
to be offered to Nazil presaure,
rather than ?*J
hat "Austria
iependency”
iErmany from
to. . go to war,

Tt

ok




REB !

2-#134, From London,Feb,16,€p,.m,

It is learned from press sources that Hitler
proposes to make a conclliatory speech on Sunday,
reviving the four power pact idea. This is intended
to be a sop to the European powers, & kind of
quid pro quo for his Austrian policy, Today's

British press certainly does not prepare publie

sion of such a gesture,.

opinion for & favorablE receEp
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FaPE .LT : o oMTIn

to anyoneg, .(3) Dated February 17, 1938

Rec'd 5:05 p. m.

-

February 17,
REr from & conversation with an offilclal of
11 Office directly concerned with Central
E Foreipn Office haa not ¥yEet rscr!vcﬂ
full or accurate Information from elther
Berlin or Vienna to form & clear judgment regarding
.
recent ‘events: in Austrla. ' The Brltish Hlnister at
was Informed on February ll‘a: the same time
the French and Itallan Minlsters,that Schuschnlgg
meet Hltler. The Foreign Office it was atated
has no information to indicate whether Mussolini did
or did not have prlor knowledge of Hitler's intentlons,

The official frankly admitted that 1f Hitler had

deceived Mussolinl serious obstacles would have been

rvemoved to an Anglo=-Italisn rapprochement. If, hbwever,
“ugsolinil was brivy to the action, he sald that in the

present views of the PForelgn O0ffice it was ‘difficult to

i
see what quid pro quo Hitler might have civen him of
sufficlent
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Dated March 9, 1938

Rec'd 3:05 p.m.

1ﬂ#i{' ﬁacrctﬁry Stote, b

DIVISioN of
EUROPEAN AFFAIRs

 MAR 91938

ARTMENT OF STATE
JONMFIDENTTIAL, I hnd lunch with Winston Churchill

Jashington, .{rﬂ”

195, March 9, 6 p. m,

and hia son, . ‘The interesting points are ns follows:

G91/00° 1¥+L

frels ‘that the Sonservitlve Prnrty, having been
Electcd on o Lengue of Ndtions program nnd. not hoving
convinced the electoretc ytt_ﬁh-t the Chemberlain
pﬂllgy is right, ore viewing with opprehension the
~by=glection  in Fulham, Churchill's opinion 1s that

Eden will be asked for some stotemeEnt, bEcouse the

compnicn wlll be. foupht on the Eden or Shomberlnin I
pelicjes, Churchill's personal impression is thsat

Eden #ill stand with the Government. ‘He Teels that
within a very few ﬁnnths, if nothing happens of very
great import in the meantime, nothing will have been

loat, HE says that the powers that hiE 4do not

anticipate being able to make very satisfactory

arrangementa with €lther Italy or Germany, The dia

cuasions between Italy and England ‘are-on. theae

b K

%

approximate

ggBl 11 VR

/




‘rom London
2-#195, Fnr,?,ﬁ:,m.lFron on

EErms.,

Ty £ 1-1Ir
‘hat Italy withdraw troops from Lib:
1 i 4 & A

iraw battleships' from the Meditérran

Italy cease sending radio propagandas
LR TR - o + L 3

The reecopnition

- ¥ o '\-....:,.:-: -.':.._
cmperor of Abyssin
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5=#195, From London,Mar,9,6p.m.

three, there is no desire either on the part of the
ity or the Govermment to loan them any money, thia
pdherents of Eden are strongly of the belief that
Mussolinl wes. headed for . a fall and thet Chamberlaints
policy has rescued him, In fnckt they regerd this os
the reql loss in thi whole Zden-Chamberlain fracas,
FThe: amoller-countries by this action hove been led
to:-believe thot the distatorships nre getting
SomewheEDPE and ore nmore inelined to wnnt to play with
them than they were heretofore and the fact that the
lion hos had his tall ‘wrung has lost then prfﬁtigt.

f =

As to the German demands Ritbentrop in a
discussion has suggested: first, that Germany will
grant any kind of guasrantee that they will not
proceed intc France or into any of the western
countriegs; PFelgium and Holland will be granted com-
plete protection. The colonies must be returned to
Germany and England must close its eyes to the
procedure in the East, The impression 1s that nothing
will be accomplished in Germany and that delays will
take place without any constructive results.

HE also made clear teo mec that England's idea of

delaying all action until they get stronger is a
fallacy

*
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| [
¥ . Wanveag

Tey arywlyeA fw BAam
r arrived in Rome,
his shadow."

from my conversation

ment wlll bBe qulte satlsfactory, except

two points of which they expect to be critl-

PR

cized here in Cnzland by the opposition; one is on Spain,

they can handle very easily apd veEXry

h- £y think they
EE_‘. '..-.'z-¢1. ?f [ =
factorily, and, sccond, on the

1

Abyssinia,
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and there is no question

n 8tep 1n the right .direction,
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GRAY
London

Dated April 11, 1938

f Rec'd 1:12 pems.
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED? "oy 16, 1928 4=

Searetary of State - — %

wes FrROM _-'!".. UM ..-""I':
Washington : | A [

411, May 16, 9 pems \ﬁ -

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL FOGR THE SEGHETAB}fﬁHHﬁEh.

INDERSECRETARY . I

o f

F g
Ny L e

My 407, Mdy 14, G peme

Saw Lord Halifax this afternoong "ith regard to
the Czechoslovak situation he told me that chdzrsdn,
the Ambassador in Berlin, had seen German officlals on
Fpriday or Saturday and much to thelr surprlse the
Germang: instead of telling them to mind thelr own
business had sald they hoped the British would continue
to exert thelr influence on the Czechs to make a.work-
able arrangement for the Germans, They asked whether
the French were part and parcel of the plan to urg
ReEnes to be reasonable in his trentment of the Ge g
and Fenderson assured thes that they were. AgainiHitlz

expressed his supreme contempt for the French, Hallfax

saw Bonnet who urged him to work as hard as he could
for n settlenent in Czechoslovakia so that the French
would not be faced with a2 crisis which they definitely
do not want to fackes

Halifax believes that Henleln did not come here

) without Hitlgr!s assent and that his maln purpose was
; to

hay 231938

snid that on his way back from Geneva he stopped off and |

LONDON —

92 /29° 409L
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2=#411 From London May 16, 9 pans

to et n reaction dnd see what he oould do with firat

hand tnlks to convince zome of the pecople in England

that his Carlsbad speech was not so far off the Mime
of possibility, Incidentnlly Ribbentrop told Henderson
that the Carlsbad speech was n good atarting pelnt for
the negotlaticna,

Halifax said that he had nsked the Rumanlan
Minister, a great friend of Bengs, whether his
impression that Benes was a great promlser but
great deliverer wns still correct, The answer w
Benes hated the Germans and thet is why he got himself
up to his gyes in the League of latlona, When that
stnrted to weaken he turned to Russlia and  France and

!
with the situntlions in those countrlies lookling a 1ittle

shaky he 1s very llkely tuIbE redsonable In his dEﬂliﬁyr
with Henleéin, I nsked Halifax whether he thought Henleln
could hold his followers in 1line and he sald he thought
that very likely Henlein could, especially 1f he talked
with assuronces from Berline On the whole Halifax said
he felt fairly optimistic about the situatliony HE says
he still remembers that in his personal conversation
Hitler reserved to himsglf the right to expand in
Enstern and Central Europe among his own people but

that h: does not want to go to wary So Halifax says that
the British are trying to keep to the attltude of

saylng to Germany, "Now weg are urging Benes to make a

reasonable and sensible deal" but at the same time

saying, "BE ns reasonable as you should becausg if you
' touch




'HRE Syf#411 Prom Lendon May 16, 9 Peme

I o |
touch the spring 1t may go off and then you may not do '
as well as you think"ea sort of velled threat,

I nsked him what he thought of Mussolini's !pl:chf

: He said he was disgusted with 1t and had sent for
Grandl to ask him to wire to Mussolini that he had not
only made things more difficult for the Prench but more
difficult for the British, I then inquired what he
thought the chances are of Ppanct meking a deal with
Italy and he sald he 1s now a 1ittle more doubtful,
He is pointing cut to Mussolini, however, that Bonnet
atood very well at the League of Nations meeting on .
the Abyssinian and Spanish nonintervention questions,
The general impression here Halifax said, is that
Mussolini's pro=Hitler speech was made because of his
displeasure with what he understood Bonnet's attitude
wns on the nonintervention question in the Franco-
Itnlian talks now under way at Romeg, It 1s Halifax's
belief that Mussolini being in northern Italy wanted to
make the Italians in that part of the country belleve
that having the Germans at the Brenngr Pass was not a
great hardship for people who are great friends,
But Halifox assured me that the Rome=Berlin axls was
much weaker nnd~Mussolini definitely no longer pro=
Hitler, Halifax ndﬁis:d Bonnet that since the Spanish
question was the real r:nsoﬁ for the lack pf succeas
in the Franco=Italian negotliations, to accept the same
assurances that England took of the same question,

Bonnet replied that the Italinns were not even willing
to




8e#411 From London May 16, © pems

to give the French, out of sheer splte, the same
assurances 'ths:r,r gave the British, The British, however,
art trying to persuade both to go through with the
negotiations,

; Halifax is planning a speech on Wednesday in which
he will try to make a friendly gesture to Hitler,

I asked him if there ias any possibility of the
rumor being true that he 1s golng to reslgn and he told
me definlitely noty that he would 1like to get out but. hr
is going to stay for some time,

Coples to Parls, ?Erlin' Romg, Praha,

EMBE $RGC
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Dated May 186, 1938

Rec®d. 4135 py me

F i

Sir Warren Fisher. He told
Service had unguestionable
definttely getting a great
ntage out of the war scare eplsodes in that they

all arming themsglves as fast as they can with
} I

rman

sglling them the arms, the profits and exchange

for these transactions being so great as to meke the

geel £ AVA

burden of German rearmament very small, He also said

piely)

that German war #§# are on the supposition that if war

wert declared on Great Britailn the lasue would bg
decided within 30 days and that Germany 1s bullding

an air force designed to demolish London completely

in ont fell swoop. Fisher sald further that all

OTI T TeTATIONTT

departments of the British Goverpment have been advised

that







TELEGRAM RECEIVED

GRAY
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Dated May 22, 1938

Rec'd 4:20 pem.

Cabinet this after=

following resume of

hda during the past
irnformation?

reports of GErman

WwEre receiveds On
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NL =2= London May 22, 1638 #4356

: g v Go t slalne
Gepman ¥ilitary Attache, Czech Governmen Expla

British Mnister they had called up cne class
sublie ovinion and to assure the authority ef
the frontier reglons Cadogan says they have no
the econcentration of German trooj

charscter but there is evidEnce

centration 1=
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" ML, =2« London May 22, 1938 #436 Sec,2 3:50 p.m,

|

';ﬂa instructed to inform Ribbentrop of this further move

at Praha, Last gvening French Foreign Minister Bonnet
told 3ir Eric Phipps that he was warning the Czechs about
possible consequences of mobilization and that they must
not resort to further measures of that kind without cone
sulting Fronce and Great Britain, He also advised the
Czecha in case of ~ny serious incident to remind the
Germans of their-treaty of conellation signed at the same
time as the Locarno Paet ond stilll in force,

Two,s - Cadognn s2ld that the foregoing renlly TreEpres
gented the sum of their present informotion. Anybody's
guess ‘1s ns good as theirs ns to how far the Germans are

lyinz and-as to what their intentions really areE. The

&=

British, e sald, have gone as far as possible at both
Berlin ~nd Praha in worning of the consequences of lack
of moderation and endeavoring to. establish a basg: for
pEaceful negotiation of the issuea, The meeting of the
cabingt this afterncon was Tor the purpose of reviewling
the situntion and considering Halifax's .draft of n
GovErmment staobteEment to beE made in PArli-ment .t'.nrnr:r*r‘c“..'.

E |

Aritiah have no confidence in
2e  ThElr Information leads
for a flrst
staff fully

rellize




¥L =2« London May 22, 1938 /436 3Sec.2 3:150 p.m,

renlize this, However, with the type of men in polltieal

power in Germany this realistic consideration would have no

wedght necessarily in determining events and the British
fEEl.thﬁt peace 1s more than ever nt the hazard of an acel=
dent whieh would give the ultra=nationalistic politiclans
around Hitler their opportunity.

If Germany should actually invad
France in‘consequeEnce launc
current oplnlion here th
dravn in. ‘TheE rea
agalnst Germany:-1s.tco

Great Britain can off
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