"

whdy Lo A
gy =



CTELEGRAM REcawr—_‘b‘”‘“

: hEiﬁ. conrmunlicated . Dated July 21, 1936
nyone (B)

Secrebary

DIVISION OF %4
CEUROPEAN ASFAT

| JUL 221938

July 21, B peme (SECTION ON
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

r 666, July 20, B peis ' Y
TRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL &2,

This afternoon in a brief conversation with a member
of the Embassy staff Cadogan spoke of the recent mueh
putilicized visit to London of Herr Wiedemann o personal
nide de coamp of Hitlere Aa might be expected he sald press
apeculation aa to toples of converaotlion has greatly

Exceeded the factos Wliedemann, who the Brltlsh are prepared

_293/89' vl

to believe spoke with full authority for Hitler, had cone
wlth a message of good will and an expression of n desire
for improvement in the relationa between the two countries,

The vislt wng entirely at German solicitation and likevise

T
the private Intervliew which Wliedemonn had with Lord hﬁlifﬂILﬂ

P

| =

in the latter's housee Lord Halifax naturally noted the
expression of good will nnd adverted to his own viaslt to
Berlin last November whgn he had had the opportunity to
discuss Anglo=Cerman relations with Hitler and other high
GErman -officinlse HE reiterated the British view that 1t 1s
net o question of Great Britaln and Germany settling thelr

dlfferences on a purely billateral basls but that Great z
Britain @@ |

f!




EXPIreEsg
i1tuntion in Czechoalovakia
i ol HErr Wiedemann the
f Hltler that Germany did
violent move ngalnst Czechoslovakin prov
on the other glde.
refraln fyom nction, Cnd

hia opinion that the only two 1mportant

with the Wiedemann visit were oOneE,

ot the aclieitation of Germany and

given these assurances on behalf

net contemplating any move of viclence

klng Cadogan nttaches some impertance t
assurances because he belleves that Wiedemann
anthorized by Hitler to glve them, It 1o

true na reported in the press that Lord
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This tele RAM RECEIVEDRwDoNn

closely paraphrased bee
fore being communiceted— Dated July 21, 1938
to anyone (B)

FRrROM Rznl'd 3143 pem,

Secretary of State DIVISiON oF
EUROPEAN AFFAINy

JUL 22 1938
665, July 21, 8 pems (SECTION|TWRPARTMENT of s1a1,

Halifax made any mention whatever of the refugke

Washington

problem or any suggestion for German cooperation in settlinm
the problem, He also szaid that the question of stabilizatio:
of armaments had not been discussed, On this subject,
Cadogan sald, the stumbling block still 1s, as 1t always
has been, German distrust of Russia, Ribbentrop had often,
he sald, when in London talked Vaguely about the possibilit:
of reduction and .-stabllization of armaments but the
.dlscussionﬁ NeEver reached any point because of German
preoccupation with Russia and unwillingness to believe 4in
the reality of any pledge which Rusain might give on the
score of armamenta,

Cadogan did not think the fact that Wiedemann's
vislt came on the eve of the royal vwisit to Paris, hand any
particular significance and said that he PErsonally waa
surprised that Hitler should have chosen Just thot moment
toc send his emlssory, He did not offer to pive \ny precise
detalls of Wiedemann's conversations nor did he segem ready
to discuss what might be the next 8tepe It seEEms cledr
however that the British are not prepared to enter into

L}

politieal




HRE 2=#665 From London July 21, 8 p,m,

political diécuusians with Germany until some reasonably
satisfactory solution of the present crisis in Czecho=
slovakia has been reached and there is no more reason to
believe now than there was in November (age Embasay's
telegram 735, November 24, 8 pems) that the British
Government contemplates entering upon any talks or
negotlations with Germany without the full knowledge and
acqulescence of the Frenche ThE royal visit to France 15
an undoubted reaffirmation of AnglosFrench solldarity
all matters which concern thelr vital, rutunl interests
It 1s not llkely that any encouragement VS glven to

Wiedemann that Bpitish pelicy could be diverted from this

point of wviewe(END OF MESSAGE)

RGO sIMS
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there 18 no question whatever but that if GErmany
ks Czechoslovakia, the Czechs will fight as long
possaibly can pinions vary as to how long

reslstance ¢ b pt ur most optimistilc

view




on Czechosl

3aryk therefore

Rk aTel
LMporcal




«3e #779, August 16, B pem., from London,

Great Britain out of a2 war, the government would DE
willing to sacrifice Czechoslovakla, Speaking naturally
as a protagonist of his own country, he sanid he did not
believe the British realized fully the supreme importance
of the existence of Czechoslovakia as an independent
staotee If Czechoslovakia falls, he said, nothing will
keep Germany from the

government here time an me again the

would ‘acerue from economic aid to Yugoalavin

vhich vwvould be welcomed by the govermments

GErmoanys

Lord Halifna

sonomic




wde #779, August 16, 8 psms, from London,

goonomic ties of the Danubian countries on GErmany would

therefore contribute to strengthening the position of

Czechoslovakin and blocking Cermany's exponsion to the
geast. Hungary, of course, occuples o strategie position
in the Daonubian area of vital political and econemic
significance to Czechoslovakia and Masaryk attachgs the
utmost importance to the results in the forthcoming visit
to Germany of Admiral Horthy, Concluding his remarks
Masaryk said that his country would always be grateful

to the United States for the generous attitude they took
in negotinting the trade agreement which had been of

invaluable asslatonce to His country.

JOHNSON
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FS L I=in -
THis telegram must be London
elosely paraphrased be-
fore being communicated . Dated August 29,1938
to anyone, (C) 4
Ree'd 9305 a,m,

Sgoretary of State,

ﬂnﬂﬂf
Washington.

AFFAIRS
; ' Q§§§?;291938
B31 Augast 29, 11 a.m,
: bl eny A MENT OF STATL

MF BEQ. A.uguﬂt 2'?’ 5 Psllls

Referring to the demarche made by Germany at Moscow,
Bucharest and Belgrade, Masaryk last night showed me two
telegrams from Praha giving the substance of confidential
reports recel ved from the Czech Minlsters at Bucharest
and Moscow, These messages were essentially as follows:

" The Rumanilan Foreign Minister informed the Czeéh
Minister that the German Minister, Fabricius, told him,
acting on instructions from Berlin, that Germany does
not wizh war on account of Czechoslovakia but cannot
tolerate much longer the i1ll-treatment of Germans by

the Czechs and will help them with all svallable means,

I
If Franee should intervene 1t would not be Germany thHat,

could be blamed for the CONSEQUENCES,
The German Legation in Belgrade 1s sald to hnv:%?
told the same thing to Stoyadinoviteh, leaving out the

1la=t rart about France.




o-No, 831, August 29, 11 a,ms from London

The German Ambassador in Moscow, according to
information furnished to the Czech Minister by Litvinoff,
made a similar demarche and told Litvinoff and Potemkin
that in the event of the fallure of Lord Runciman's
missicn war seemed inevitable and Germany would not DE
responsible for 1t, Litvinoff is said to have advised
the German Ambassador that Germany should leave Czecho-
slovakia alone; that Czechoslovakia would defend herselfl,
aided by Russia in fulfillment of her obligations, and
that even England would in the erd be foreced to InteErvene.

Masaryk who, needless to say, iz under great strain,
seemed VEry nervous and distracted and made no pretense

of hiding his immense anxiety. He did say, however, tha

he still thought that there was a chance that a German

attack might be averted and he thought that in splte of
a1l the unfavorable indlcations pointing to such an inten=

tion on the part of GeErmany.

- e e T U
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London
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Dated August 29, 1938

Rec'd 12:30 pem.

Sl;{:'l"lltf'”‘:-' aof Stu'.-’-l"l'-.-’. D!'\"FSIIJ
N OF

1-
Washington, F'EUHWHNAHmms
AUG 301938

DEPARTMENT of STATE

[

B32, August gﬂ, 2 DeMy

My 829, August 27, 5 p.m.

The press of all shades of political opinion
comments: soberly, and approvingly on Sir John Simon's
speech at Lanark. The following excerpts from editorials
are an indication of the gravity with which the
public 13 now viewlng the situation and of the closing
of all ranks in support of the CGovernment's endeavora
to malntaln pEacE.

The TIMES "Sir John Simon's declaration of pelicy
on behalf of the Britlsh Govermment must be read as a
wholee (###) 1t commits the country onct more to the
endeavor to remeove all potentlal ecauses of war,
that endeavor arc placed the welght and energy of
British rearmaments In a rearmed of rearming w
Britaln unarmed would be incapable of
" upon the foundations

determined upon preventlve

{.'}}_

e

818/2¢4




-2- #832, August 29, 2 pem,, from London,

sense of positive efforts for peace because of the
knowledge, common to all, that conflliet anywhere may
become conflict everywhere and because 1t 1s convinced
that the detestation of war 1s the common possession of
the peoples of all nations, This is the '"essence of
British policy!' (###),

In his speech on Saturday the Chancellor of the
Exchequer rightly made these broad considerations his
way of approach to the tense and difficult sltuatlon
which exists in Praha, (###) a victory for peace here
will be a victory the world over, to be/followed by
other such' victories of negotiation and good sense,
Conversely no one cen undertake to circumscribe 1in
advance the consequences of failuresy The attitude of
the British Covermment. towards the issues upon which
the attentlon of -the world 1s now concentrated In
Praha follorws naturally from the general line of
Aritish policy. The Prime Hinlster defined 1t last

archa. hat he said then holds now (###) an uphenvel
resulting from the use of violent measures mast be
gxpected to travel far from the first center of

_r:!'.]'r'!i-- ol |

and eXpErlence leave

that the spreading

aenf1d et




=3= #B32, August 29, 2 pem,, from London.

conflict would not compel the participation of this
country, Sir John Simon has reaffirmed Mr, Chamberlain's
dcclﬁrntian without taking from it or adding to it and
any interpretation of hia speech will be mlstaken
which does not give full walue to every part of 1t."
MANCHESTER GUARDIAN "It was evident 'last week

that the Government ought to make a public statement
in order to leave nothing undone that might help a
settlement 4in Czechoslovakia and thereby avert the
danger of war. -The most recent events have been sucl
that only those who deliberately shut thelr eyes

what they dislike can faill to read the slgns

Saturdny therefore Sir John

tement of the Government's

Mr. Chamberlain on March 24

nt the declaration has been
private, in flve months (##%) Governments
frankly to oneg another than

3sume thnat

R 21w

sy oy WAL Wl i 5

5 2l Sy,




o | P s -~ 1 "
S, 2 pem,, lrom London.

vavErnment has left anything undone,"
NEWS CHRONICLE, ~ "It 13 not war mongering to
clare that in certalin eventualities we should have
fight, but
DAILY HERALD. "The gravity of Sir John Simon's
Lanark speech is the measure of the gravity of the
Europenn situatlion but emphatically he was right to
repudiate the 14 sturbing outleook which would expeck
gar, 1f not now then lnter, as Tinevitable'y (##) 1E
{s not enough to stall of f war; we have te work
the foundations for enduring peEAcE. ThESE WE
take to be the easential meanings. of the Lanark
speeche It might well have bEEn more preclse but we
trust 1t will DE understood abrond; and that it will
be realized that it is the view 4f a united nation

gravely consclous of 1ts rLspcnﬂibillhiﬂso".

Diplomatic correspondents view the GErman

demopche at Moscow, Bucharest and Belgrade ns clEaTly
showing that Germany 1s contemplating the possibility
~f aggression, It is also 1ntEr§r£tzd as showing that
{f Germany does go Lo war, she is determined to mpke
the Czechs appear as the aggressors. The opposition
MANCHESTER GUARDIAN thinks that it is British pollcy

and
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This btelegram must bE FROM Iy
slosely paraphrased be- LONDON Y

fore being communicated

to anyones (C) Dated August 30, 1938

Ree'd 3:15 pe Ma

Sgeretary of State,

Washlngtona

RUSH

838, August 30, 5 pe My

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL ROR THE SECRETARY OF STATE.

I have just talked with the Prime Minlster. He had
just concluded a meeting with the Cobinet and is leaving
for Balmoral fo join the King and QuUEen for Tfour days.
He does not look well atb all.

The gist of the conversation was that he is’ vVETY

much disgturbed about the Czechoslovak altuation., All

the information that he gets with the exception of the

report from Gwatkin, Runciman's aide, is that Hitler
has made up his mind to take Czechoslovakia peacefully
1f possible but with arms if necessary., 1TRE advice 1s
that Hitler believes that France 1s not ready to fight
and that England does not vant to go in. FRunciman feels
that if the matber were One just to bE declided betweEn
the Sudetens and tHE Czechs 1t could be settled amiably

but unfortunately it rests with HLItlETr,.
L ¢




2-#838, From Londeon, Aup .30 ,0pMe

I' asked him whether he thought Hitler was affected

by the speeches from America or Sir John Simon's the
other night. He sald he thought that payshologleally
the two speeches in America == the President's and the
Seeretary's -- and Simon's had had an gxcellent effect,
but he is advised that very little of the proper informa-
tion, so far as world pedce 1s soncerned, gets to Hitler
any more; the ring around him is keeping him high up on
¢ mountain peak, 8o to speak; the group that want to go
to war which he thinks unfortunptely 1qc1udas Eibbentrop
are advising him that, %&neg Frnn;c 1s not. prepured to
" go and England will not come in, now i3 the time to add
increased prestige to Germany's causE.
I asked him 1f he hnd made up his mind yet whether
he was dlsposed to go to war {f Pprance went, HE sald
ne was very much afraid that they might be forced into
1t but he definitely would not go until he was absolutely
forced to, HE also sald that he had an agreement with
the French that they would not declare war until they
had consulted with the British., HE said they had bEEnN

very loath to givE this commitment even though the cholce

was between breaking thelr treaty obligatlions or fighting
a woar




3-#838, From London, Aug.30,5p.We

& war they knew they would loseg, but Chamberlain said
that the British convinced them that they were to awailt
this agreement Af they were expected to go along,

He sald Henderson had advised him that no more
speeches should be made because instead of glving

courage to the moderates to fight against a war in

Germany, 1£‘was.ﬁaving the opposlte effect and was

urging them to get into it,

Chamberlain sald that in spite of all this he is
st111l hopeful that war will be averteds He thinks
Hitler's speech will come on Tuesday and until then the
matter will remain as 1s. Benes and Henleln were to
meet today bhut up to four o'clock here Chamberlain had
had no word, - Chamberlain opposces those in his own
cablnet who believe that Hitler must be struck at now
or Else his prestige will increase so much it will be
impossible to stop Yim at a later date, Chamberlain
feela that this 1s not neceasarlily true; that the
anschluss lost Hitler a great deal of public opinion in
the United States and he refuses to belleve that the
maller countries -- Rumanla, Bulgaria, Yugoslavia, and
others == ore wllling to have themselves regimented a3

the Austrians have bEEnN,.
W
My




4-#838, From London, Aug.30,5p.m.

My own impression 1s that he regards war as about

a fifty-fifty chance; that even if Hitler strikes my
own belief is that his influence will be to keep France
out; Af France goes it will still be somg time before

he goes but his own opinion is that he will have to,

He says he 1s advised that Hitler believes that the war
will be over, if they march into Czechoslovakia, before
you can say the word "knife". Chamberlain does not agree
with that at all, figuring the Czechs will glve him a
battle and that public opinion will be aroused and

force Prance and England into the fray, Chamberlain
says public opinion in England teoday 1s definitely
egainst going to war for Czechoslovakia but what 1t will
be if France declares war is another matter, HE

+ .

has very definitely in his mind that 16

.. | f

to get into war but hNAVE WE

{n and he 1s always hopeful that som




THE FOREIGN SERVICE

UNITED STATES OF AMERIEA  gnoPEAN AFF

f’-,:,"PSEP o

LONDON, August 31, 1938.

SUBJECT: Two Viewpoints on the European Situation.
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The Honorable
The Secretary of Stat?.
Washington, D. &.

Sir:

I have the honor t¢ enclose & clipping from the

Manchester Guardian of August 29 reporting at length
Mr. Winston Churchill's speech at Theydon Bois, Essex,
on Aupgust 2% and a copy of Mr. J. L. Garvin's article

as published in The Observer of August 28, both of

which indicate the serious viewpoint taken of the pr:

Eurcpean 2ituation and the hopes which Mr: Churchill

and Mr. Garvin express for lts settlemen

e
SRl W




» It will be noted that Mr. Churchill's speech
was made on the same day that Sir John Simon spoke at
Lanark (see Embassy's telegram No. 832 of August 29,
2 p. m.) explaining British foreign policy and that
both referred to the Prime Minister's declaration

stated in the House of Commons on March 24 regarding

Great Britain's commitments in Europe. Extracts from
Mr., Churchill's spesch follow:

"The whole state of Europe and of the world
is moving steadily towards a climax which cannot
long be delayed. War is certainly not inevitable,
but the danger to peace will not be removed until
the vast German armies which have been called
from their homes into the ranks have been dis-
persed. For a country which is itself not menaced
by anyocne, in no fear of anyone, to place over
1,500,000 soldiers upon a war footing is a very
grave step.

"It seems to me - and I must tell it to you
plainly = that these great forces have not been
placed upon a war footing without the intention
of reaching a conclusion within a very limited
space of time. The fabricated stories which are
spread of a Marxist plot in Czecho-Slovakia and
the orders to the Sudeten Deutsche to arm and
defend themselves are disguieting signs, similar
to those which preceded the seizure of Austria.”

ok kK %

"It is very grievous that during this hour
the fate of European peace should lle in the hands
of a eingle man. We know that the German pesopla
do not wish for war; above all, they do not wish
for war with the British Empire.

"Oour anxisaties and our hopes therafore centre
upon the extracrdinary man at the summit of Germany.
He has raised his country from defeat; he has
brought it back again. to the foremost rank of powsr.
It would indeed be a fatal aot (I wish my words
could reach him) if he were to oast away all he
has done for the German people by leading them
into what would almost certainly become a world

Lyar.,":

Mr. Garvin




Mr. Garvin saw in the forthecoming Nuremberg
rally and the large-socale German mobilization, as

did Mr., Churchill, a menace to the future peace in

Europe. He stated in part:

"The next ten days will be of the most far-
reaching importance for the future of peace. It
is for the British people through the phase of
tension to keep their own heads as steady as a
rock. Needless to say, the crux of the whole
complex of European problems is Czecho-Slovakia,."™

* ok ok k¥

"The Nazis are to hold their annual Congress
at Nuremberg next week. Herr Hitler is expected
to close it on the Saturday after next by another
resounding oration to which the whole world must
listen. It may be thunderous or temporising. It
may be both at the same time in the way that
this extraordinary man has the familiar power to
achieve. He is now the master of 75,000,000
people mightily equipped, and he is the sworn
patron of more.

"The Nuremberg rally 1s always organised on
colossal lines. This year it will surpass its
former scale in more than one way. The Sudeten
question across the neighbouring frontier will
dominate the proceedings from beginning to end.
How could 1t be otherwise whem 75,000,000 on one
slde of the boundary feel themselves to be of the
same flesh and blood with over 3,000,000 on the
other side, whom they regard as being under an
alien yoke? By next week, when Herr Hitler speaks
at Nuremberg, the present trial-mobilisation of
the Greater Reich wili-reach its maximum. There
will be over a million men under arms in Germany
with a technical equipment still incomplete at
scme points, but of a guantity and quality on
the whole that only the levity of ignorance can
underestimate.® >

Respectfully ¥ours,

Eor the Ambassador:

Wersedud |

Herschal V., .

Znclosure:
1. Article from Manchester-Guardlan entitled
"Yast German armies™ dated Auy 93

-

Article from The ‘Observer daete If-a

NLS Lt  antitled "The TaoH -
N LS lLlad Ln By .
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This telezrom maot be FROM Doted September 5, 1938,

clocely »oronhraced :

before be n3 cormmunicated Rec'd, 7:50 p. m,

to cnyone. (C-.)

SeEcretory o FBotE,

Leglhiin;ton,

868, eptenber 5, B p. M.

V. C4C, Zeptenmber. 2, 5 Pe il

rove “fust seen Lord Fulifox, The Foreisn Office re-

-

199/29 °409L

vith Fitler, .ccording to the cecount of ‘thls intervieu

]
Mein =-ve Lo Lohton-Guotléin yesterdoy it rmcased off

3
ingly ~nd Hitler uca . ca friendly ca they
The nesacge which Runeincn gent’ through
jiyd
Htler was o g EffEC he g prepored

& e =i o
:égzﬁlcln': Coylabad '3 : Hitler 1ia scid too

- -

to: reooriiend & agttlement boged o he Benea nlan for ointon-

th.t-in the




"0, 868, 3eptenber 5, 5 2. N, fron London

concluded in tiae to report te the Svdeten conference
to e Meld cround the 16th of October.

»-ht the tension would 1-3t until

£ arobebly would,
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#8689, September 9, T pem., from London,
ogienl complement to military mensurcs already taken

by the Freneh on thelr loand frontlers.,

oy L

NI’y

Attlee, the lender of the lobor oppoaition,

hrs Tequeste”d that the Prime Minister cnll Farlicment,

t bcing mode subsequent- to yesterday's

this reguest
acelorat lon by the Trades Unilon Congress nt; Blackporl

the Government to trke o positive leed. for

t1ve defemse ngainat nggression, to safeguard

1ervE no doubt in the mind of the Germm

will unite with the French nnd Soviet

Govenmenta it any dbtack on cerchoalovokin, The
vormment give

1shor movER
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They are advised

Hitler cannot stand out VEITY

B i:_.-.1_il" aluliy s

are a ‘little bit disturbed at the regime,
advices arec thaet Hitler (bepin underscoring

his decisicn (end of undersec

mind this is
Hallfox and Cadopgan
than likely correct,
Halifax acked aga
reaction, I said I had

that weg want to keep out




PS 3=No, 893, September 10, 1 p.m. from London

I thought OGreat Britaln should be the defender of the

ideals and morals of the demcc racies rather than the

United States--not in a nasty way, but merely for the

soke of argument=-and I told him that they had made

the Czechoslovak incident part of their business, thelir

allies were connected with the whole affair, and our

peEcople just folled to see where we should be involved,

Cadogan later sald he was in complete sympathy with this

opinicn and wished in heaven's name they could maintain it,
Halifax sald the French had advised him they felt they

could make trouble for the Cermans on the Slegfried 1ine but

felt  that the French were not at all convinced the

Germans were cs invineible as they sounded,

My own obsgrvation this morning is that the British

. - / :
are, much ageinst their will, veering away from the stand-

of keeplng outs that unless Henderson's opinion 1g very
gtrong and he has Very good arguments, they are inclined
1and. the Germans a stiff notes Halifnx snid of course
E cannot be any pood In a war except that a ' short
ht mean the end of this impossible Nazism which,
unless destroyed will very 1ikely make 1t impessible for
demoeracles to live, I asked him how the Frime Ministep
he gald, the Prime Mind

ty "this really is
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3= #6867, September 11, 5 p.m,, from London,

He was granted permission and asked the Admiralty
theysmeant by moving up their mine sweepers, The

Admirael acting under lead from the Foreign Office

told him that since things were so uncertain and

because he believed that England would positively

move 1f France got into this fight, and that seemed
inevitable to him, they were taking these as preliminary
precautions, Halifax added that the Admiral went beyond
his authority in this statement but he thought rather
wlsely becauwse the Admiral reports that the reaction

of the Naval Attache was astounding.  He said that he
11d-not belleve that anybedy in chmany hod

lehtest-1dea that England intended

E movEmENnt

they have
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-65=- #6898, September 11, 9 pems, from London,

WwE owe 1t to America that weg should keep Lier fully
informed ns we have done throughout of our views of
the Europenn situntion, The feeling here may be summed
in these words that out of 2ll this should there
another great conflict in Europe it would indeed
ngle disnster. The Exchonge Telegraph Company
in the view of the British . Gevermment 1t 1s

BlE "-1-1.".".:_‘;1',!'.'!", and the Govermnment

fort untried theot «11) serveE to ~veErt 1t,

nt's ¥iespolnt moy be summarized 4n
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Dat et

Reald

Seeretary of State, : . DIVISION oF
| EUROPEAN AFFAIRS

"sEP 131938
8905, September 13, 6 p.m. DEPARTMENT ‘mr;';h”

‘Washington,

Editorial comment in thils morning'!s papers con-

tinues to emphasize the gravity of the European situa-

tion and the suspense with whieh Hitler's speech tonipgh

i1s awaited, A typieal commerit is

TELEGRAPH and MORNING POST under
I
1ies with Hitlep":

"By tonight the world will

o~

zech GoveErmment an
i

betwEENn thE
to be allowed aKE thelr course

it i - ¥ 4=+
quat O DTN




from Loandon

an appronch to. that endurlng peace 1n Europg for whlch
has so often Expressed his persenal longlng, Juat
‘E%?ﬂiﬂ]f he can swing the balance towards a war of
whiéh no men .can limit the-scope".
cormEnting on the weekend confeErences in Downing
Street the diplomatic ‘correspondent of the MANCHESTER
GUARDIAN: atateay
of agreement between the Sudeten Germans and
the Czechoslovak Govermment has not been abandoned here
and every effort will be made by the French and British

Governments to promote further negotlations. The situa-

tion is very grim indeed but it is by no means desperate.”

support of the Government's policy is noted and
while 1t 13 stated that Nazi leaders have been informed
of the Pritish attitude in the event of an attack on
Czechoalovakla the liberal newspapers urge the further
step of immediately warning Hitler himself in most un=-
cequivoeal terms. The opposition press stresses that the
Eritish nation 1s comrletely united and alse that world
opinlon is agalvst Germanys. In tlis connection the

"this unity of feeling against

utaide this country #~## today
Influence of the United States is shown

wholly
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FS

This telegram must be London

closely paraphrased bee

fore being communicated FROM Dat:cd September 13,1938
to anyone, (C)
- Rec'd 11:35 a.m,
Secretary of State,

Washington,

910, September 13, 3 pem,

My 907, September 12, 11 p.m,

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL FOR THE SECRETARY OF STATE.
Just saw Sir Samuel Hoare., I asked him his reaction

on speech, H € told me the Foreign Office felt that condi=

tlons had not been improved at all and that the speech

meant absolutely nothing Except that the trouble was still

~ i
r_‘: |
)
T
o)
o
g
~
)
-

present,  He sald Chamberlatin, Halifax, Simon and he felt
there was more hope in the sltuation, provided the local
disturbances did not generate real troubls particularly
because of the reference Hitler made to France and to the
Anglo=GeErman naval treaty aﬁd because he did not do the
bullding up for a war that would sgem NneEceEssary, - I fea
however that they are asking themsglves supposing there
mich better off is the whole sltuation
gc from heret
' course if they weather the storm

gquickly with Hitler to




FS 2=No, 910, September 13, 3 pem, from London

He sald they are ' an inereasg in

Esplonage actlivities particularly along the water

front

and algo the movement of German ships for the purpo:s

=

conoentratlon for thelr needs in the event of war,
All of this group in referring to Hitler

call him the mad man,
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e FRO M.ona on
Dated September 13, 193E

Reetd 2:55 pem,

iEcretary of State,

A DIVISION OF -
ks FUROPEAN AFF

\f
" gEP 141938
b

DEPARTMENT OF STAIL
S speech .are

.-::l':.'j] '..'i.:.;_".t-ﬂﬂ -

911, September 13, 4 p,n.

Today's editorial comments on HitT
przctk~u11y unanimous in the opinion that th; pos ition
is just where it was. While some hope 1s indicated 4in
the continuance of negotiations for the present , anxiety
is expressed over Hitler's demand for self-determination
on behalf of the Sudeten German subjects of Czechoslo-
vakia, The TIMES states "the speech, in fact, though
not altogether reassuring, was not violently dis- :
turbing" and econcludes its leader with the comment
"apart .from the claim to self-determination, the speech
of the Chief of the German state was just mnother of
those which are delivered almost nightly at Nazi
gatherings™,

The passage regarding self-determination, according
to the DAILY TELEGRAPH and MORNING POST "has the ring of
dlctatorship but leaves the world in doubt ass to the in-
tentions Pehind the words s#4# it is plainly Herr Hibvler's

intention

s o

L

ﬁsglfi.'1;




=2= #911, ,September 13, 4. p.m, from Londen

Intention that the confeErences shill go forward andep
the menacing shadow of GErman might,. ready to intervene
ghould there be no Yielding to the extremist demand he
is prepared to support. Reapite iz afforded from the
immediate danger of war and Europe 1is apparently, in
the Feuhrer's conception, to be kept in A state of ex-
peEctaney during the whole time that the negotiations
may oecupy, and beyond 44 some eclearer underastanding
of German intentions, some more precise definition of
'self-determination! will bE necessary if the poatponed
catastrophe is to be finally avoidea",

Although Hitler's phrases regarding SElf=determination
8re considered in geEneral as VAguE and ambiguous, the
NE'S CHRONICLE pointing out that there wns 1ittle or nonc
of practical poliey in the SpEEch, comments "but reading
between the 1lines would indiente that Herr Hitler intends
to demand a plebiscite in the Sudcten areas™ and the
DAILY MAIL remarks that those "more significont phrases
strongly foreshadowed a fortheoming demnnd for o plebi-
seite in the Sudeten lena",

The general tone of the editorials is conciliatory,

although the NEWS CHRONICLE states "it is beyond denial

that the speech was truculent and ill-tempered" and the

- MANCHESTER




-3 #911, September 13, 4 p.m, from London

MANCHESTER GUARDIAN deseribes its chief characteristic
83 anger., Several comments emphasize the reassuring
aspects of Hitler's references to Preservirg peace in
Europe and the maintenance of present frontiers,

The press gives no interpretation of official
reactions to Hitler's speech although 1t reports thad
ministers were in consultation last night and would re-
Jume. discusslons this morning, after receipt of an
authoricative translation, together with the views of
the British Ambassador at Berlin, However, the press
today reports that the Czechoslovakian Minister in
London ealled at the Foreign Office YEsterday in order
to communicate his Government!'s VEry strong objection

to any proposal for a plebiscite in Czechoslovakia,

KENNEDY

¥ wdhd
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closely paraphrosed bee
fore being communicated
to anyene, (D) . FROM

Secretary of State,

Washington,

"y £ = e e e e
TRIPLE PRIORITY

923, September 14, 4




4 pame from London

mind he felt
dage to Hitler last night and ask him if he

would 8e€e him to po over the situation with hin, Up
tc now he has not recelved any answer, HiE feels that
H1tler eannot refuse to see him however for fear of the
psychological reaction throughout the world , He said he
had great fear as to misconception rigarding the British
Prime Minister golng to sec Hitler but he felt that the
time had comé when he should demonstrate to the world that
all efforts of his were bent upon preventing war,

asked m what he figured was the greatest danger,
HE told me. very frankly it was Hitler's request for a
pleblascite, He feels that that would be rather an astute
move on Hitler's part in that he would try to make the
democraclea fight agalnst dEmmcfntic principle, He said
he had considered that and had arrived at two answers:
first, he-will suggest to Hitler that the Sudeten area
take Jocal autonomy for a period of five YEars and that
Hitler demobllize his army at once; at the end of that
time, to percelve, other problems and glections might well
be held under the auspices of an 1ntErnationai body, If
Hitler completely repudiates that, on the ground that he

wants action immediately, Chamberlain will suggested that

possibly




hEcomling

they will

this _i-'-l'"l:‘.|
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GRAY
London i
Dated September 15, 1930
Ree'd 1:50 veme

DIVISION OF
(‘Lk AFFAIHY

\PsEP 16 1938

Entember 15, 4 p.m. DEPARTMENT OF SIAlt

oress comment is orin

announcement: 1laoat

im 4.
13 L5

8 transcendant an

[alls into relative ins Lnificance-~serions

would otlierwvisc have anocared”,
ta from editorials follow:
"Me news

satiasfaction to




NC =2- :"035 from London, Senteuber 15, 1938

vii0 s the appeasement of

anc the good wishes of everybody

Meville Chamberloin on

Eurone at heart will accompany llr,

his Hi:'ié:“, .
IRIL: "This momentous sten is

berlcin Mmself

e |
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In. G50, September 17, 1 Pef. from London

13 Hoare nnd Hnlifcx, In nddition %o
intimrtions smong them thet if Chomberlain

heprinciple of sglf-determinntion there

recction of the

enount . of
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Received

0 e e 177
SJERCEMDER L7y

SeEptember 17, 1 peme, and 958, September

in my
iitth Cadopgaon, 'He sald
Hitler had Intended
hours after he arrlved; that the stories of
tedles -happeEning to the Sudetens are belng fed to
Chomberlain wns amazed that a man in such a
0le position eould be influenced by such r

11€5y  After the prelimiaries had been gone

~

and Hitler ond the interpreter went off to
rooms Hitler made 2 remark that zeemed to

1ifferent 1lght on his charncter to the effect

he had recelved the Prime Minlaster's request

nd visit him, he really felt that he should go







- 3 = #960, September 17, 10 p.m, from London

r:ginh eame under the Releh what assurances had they that

the rest of Czechoslovakia wo&ld not soconer or later fall
into his handsy Hitler sald he hed no interest in the
rest of Czechoslovaklin at . alls in foot he had no
further interest in the acquiring of nny lands in
Eurcpe; that he h-d token bock seven million Austrians
and nov he wanted three million Sudetens , (S
Chamberlain snid of course you have to take Hitler's

‘cr thaoty . Hitler kept referring to the fact

he did not vent the dogger in 'his slde,

to Hitler,"I will go Dba
with riy eolleagues,s Whot

10t glve

terplfic incldent hopt

Chamberlain thinks 7]




=4= #960, SEptember 17, 10 p.ms, from Londone
gl }:""?"

with #8 he was finally given authority by his
ccllzaggtn to tell Hitler that Britain will mccept
the principle of self=determination but that he

wants a chance to discuss what the method 1s to bes
He has also been authorized to talk with Daladier. and
Bonnet ‘who arrive tomorrow mornlng at 2 olclock,

It becomes more and more apparent as I talked
with Chamberlain that his confidence in the French
becomes less and 1esss  He received
Sir Samuel Hoare confirmi

French aviation sitaatlion ds

appalling,

will probably
Chamberiain sa

not believe




May Irom Londorn,

"of course 1

Chambérlaln sald,
this but .I may AVEYS |

ire unwilling to makKe any

wrge England. to fight and 1if there

refer 4t to the League of Natlons,

would not be very effective with

mna occupylng the Sudeten arca, Chamberlaln

sa1d he talked with the labor group and I have talked

with Dalton, Herbert Morrison and Cltrine;

I have glne® they have

al and

Prime Minister has rather put them In. the

expressed 1t, and in thelr conversatlons
they made 1t very clear that they were golng
with Chamberlaln,

ihen I saw Sir Samuel Hoare he hnd. just finished

the gdlitor of the DAILY HERALD and Sir Walter

the editor of the HEWS CHRONICLE cnd he was

te persunde them to have the papers strong on

nencEs I judge he had bEen spendlng the

hnlf hours seelng all of the newspapeEr

men to urge peice, the HERALD would play

ball, @ He hoped that Layt vou but -wns not qulte sure

YEL,







- -

NC =T= #8960, September 17, 10 pemes, from London

I asked Sir Samuel Hoare whether there was any probabll-

ity of cnlling Porlinment and he sald not ot least
until Chamberlaln had another talk and that he hoped not
until they got these problems out of the ways

Chamberlain confirmed the general impression which heas
been widespread in offlcinl circles here that Ribbentroop
had on extremely bad influence on Hitler,

T

EENNEDY
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DEPARTMEN]T Wt
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Aommunigue was {ssued:
nafrepr full 6lsc 4ion of the speaent int ¢ernational
st tuation ThEe ':"i..‘.".'T“._ﬂh“:E"."t'.'tl:"- ¢ +neg Fritish and French
_“:r?"rm‘;:ntﬂ. apg in compl et E AgPrEEMENL asg to thE nolicy to
yiew Lo nromoting a ‘,"'E"l.l‘Ef".‘Ll gsolution
--._+.t+_'stif'|n.' The two governments hopE
will DE noaslble toO consider a morE

the interests of European pEACEs”
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-4~ #966, September 19, 3 pyms, from London,

8ix, The note here states that the Government of

the United Kingdom is therefore prenared to take 1its

part in an international guarantee of the neutrality

of the frontiers of the new Czechoslovak state, together

with reciprocal military pledges ond suggested that this

new international guarantee might cventraally take the
place of certaln present existing treathes (Cambon
remarked that the provisions of this parsgraph WEre

not very precise and sald that the obligstions of the
fruncn-ﬁzunhoslﬂvqk treaty would be unimpaired under the
mfarmn;t-wnt} = :

Sevens The two Governments pald a tribate to the

speat saerifice which they realize Czechoslovakla 1s
hetng ealled upon to make in #Bhe Interests of

Eurepean peacet and do not minfmize the extent of this

hat the British Prime
gxpects to see Hither by Wednesday at the latest
carlier 1f possible and urge upon Benes the
gesaity for a prompt replys”

1nlly

in




=5= #9066, September 19, 3 Pete, from Londong

immediate reply as he has no authority without the

consent of his Parliament to accept.any such terms,

Cambon pointed.out the obvious fact that this

note has not been delivered- to Benes and emphaslized
that the main portion was given in the most strict
confideEnce,

1

1 am seeing the Prime Minister at 4 oleclock,
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TELEGRAM RECELVED

JepbEmbeEr 19, & pai
JONFIDENTIAL FOR, T
just: left, the Frinme
the note which hogd nov bEen sEnt
" which we acobled you this morning, except
hod sent o peEDS
him Runcimon felt that Beneg! lost
the Sudeten problem woas entirely t i hope now;
of affcira "had reached such o ate 10t -nothing
aepoarction of the Sudeten rezgion was possible,
Chamberlclin cabled Hitler scylng he would prob

. |

him on Jédneaday and received a reply from Hitler

would be very fine, Hitler coked Chomberlcin if he

give out o~ gtatement tonight with t11? information

their next meeting, Chamberlain cnswered not until thej
received some indication of Benes! replye

French impreasied him yesterday no coming over with
tongues out lodkling for aore way £o save themselves from
war; thot clthough a number of times during the conference

there were scd worda opoken cbout Czechoslovokia they were

.}




VRE " 2«,070 From London Sept 19, 6 pen.

alvays followed up by, "We rmat take o reclistie view of
the whole quection," When the neeting was almost over
Chorberlain odid he agsked Dolodier, "Suppcoing Benes ans-
wvered,, 'no'; vhat do you propose to do?" Doladier scld he
guppoced he would be held by his trecty ond would hove to
rerches Chorberlcin, scid, "How are you going to reconclle
o mortisl wor with the fact that you have already gone on
record os acying you do not believe in the principle?"
Dolodier soid he hoed not thought of that,

iy oom inpreossion iz thot unless there 1is a terrific
rise of public opinion cll over the world, England does not
propose to fizht on the Czechoslovak 15guE,

Chrriberladn clgo told ne thot Henderson had gone to oeEE
Goerins to ncke it cleor thot the British would. regard it
ng an inoult if, vhile these negotiations were on, Hitler
zeve the order to narch. CGoering anid that they need not
be ofrodid of thot unless there is o cotastrophe. T coked
Chorberloin vhat he thought thoat night be ond he scld a
riilitory coup on the part of the Czechoslovak ormy, vhdch
. he thinks 1z not ot all unlikely becouse even though Benes
night opree to the terns it 1o conceivably possible that
the crry noy refuse to, In thet event Chomberlaoin is

corvinced thit Hitler would narch ot onces

hte . o :
He hoo had ogone objectlon 4p/f ecbinet to the vhole: pla

+e penlizes he 1o going t6 be charged with the rape ) i

Czrehoslovolkin, but he alwoygs acya var 1a the clternckive




FRE 3={}070 Fr-r1 London Septenber 18, 6 pelle

and, "I con see no rhyne nor recion in fighting for & couse

vhieh, if I went to wer for it, I would hove to settle

after it woo OvVeEr in cbout the scne way I suggest settling

ig now,” [e looked o little tired and I think he 1o quife

: T eseAviae—
Y A sporried, Rt ending =t o mopmiRE=CoRseroebouc. [ hoord
U'-(\f 'I':.{,.l"w e ‘-Hr{"'} T
~43) Tinterton, Duff=-Cooper cnd Elliott weEre very lukETarn:

on the vhole proposition; thot pogslibly Hore=Belishe

join then, but on the genercl prine

the problen oubt they have gone ol

<eto cn onowEr fron

will leave Wednesdoy




hrin~s un




g largEr® pEPCE
the plan,
ythEYras wh

loea not

abinet

of secesslon, so 1t

mean very much,

I don't think th




3-4#983, From London,Sept.21,5pems -

thinking that there 1s not always a possibility of a
war at some time hereafter, dut Chamberlain and his
advisers are hoping that something can happen before
the actual war takea place, He ‘also told me that he
did not belleve 1t possible for England under peact time
operations to ever catch up with Germany's preparations
for war, where the whole influence of the state 1s behind
it, which gives more or less official evidence to the
fact that time 13 not the only needed element that
Britain wants for catching up with Germany,
In various ways the leaders of the House still
sounding out public opinion and I get the impression
it 18 not particularly helpful to thelr ideas,
CHamberlain still feels strongly that a war 1s the end
of this present civilization == that Communism or some-
thing worse is liable to follow,
I am- expecting to see some of the Cabinet
7 olelock, If anything develops 1 will cable.
gotherings that we attend here the English
wost of thelr time apologizing to us for the

way




4-:/983, From Londen,Sept,21,5p,.m,

way England iy acting and while ir warweire declared

would go, they would still be A0llering murder
they had to fight for Czechoslovakia, So

me like a pretty tough situation

public opinion in your favor,

and damned if you don't,
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accepted the proposlitions
and that the reply is.in two parts The
ia a real acceEptancE,
be terméd "the expression
tain and France will resist and
gasarv should Germany in the face of
zech surrender atill sttack: .t
Forelgn Office. informant stated,
1t they have not yet received the offieclal report

™

Czech acceptance from Praha, It is, howEver,
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-0= #0991, Scptember 22, 4 p.m, from London

MORNING POST uses almost i1dentical language. The TIMES
adds that any threat to the Czechoslovak parth-ﬂf.ezschn-
slovakia would be an entirely different matter and ob-
serves that "the Czech's reply, received yesterday even-
ing, makea it plainly incumbent upon Great Britain to
stand by Czechoslovakia proper if any attempt should be
made to lay nilitaéy hands upon her'",

The DATLY TELEGRAPH and LORNING POST also state
that "the Czech settlement is designed to form an in-
tegral part of a wider appeasement”". 7Tt adds that thE_
Czechoslovaks. have eVEry title to the self-determination

-

which Hitler demends for the Sudetens and the sstisfactlon

of the right 1s as much a sine qua non té European pEACE
the satisfaction of .the Germans.
The onposlition preas continmies 1ts

Anglo=French plan and prophesies that

is particularly

rberlain ecould
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SUBJECT: British Opinions on the Czech Crisis.
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f The Secretary of State,
- |

Washington, D. C.

—— _.ﬂ_J,‘r Supplementary to the Embassy's telegram No.
991 of September 2Z, 4 p. m., I have the honor to

give below various expressions of British opinion on

the Czech crisis,
Mr. Anthony Eden,

First, that of 1 who speaking

the Stratford=on=-Avon branch

at the annual dinner of
statad

1 September 21,
that

of the English=-Speaking Union on
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that the international situation is now far worse than
it was six months ago and that it is still steadily
deteriorating. He said "There are some people who
believe that if immediate i1ssues can somehow be re-
solved without resort to force, the ambitions of all
the Powers of Europe will then largely be met, and the
orisis over. I can find no justificatiom for such
hopes, which seem to me illfounded.” Mr. Eden then
repeated the remarks made in his speech at Leamington
on June 11 (see Embassy's despatch No. 541 of June

14 and also the Embassy's telegram No. 133 of March
11, 1937, paragraphs four, five and six) to the effect
that appeasement must not be at the expense of British
vital interests, national reputation, or of their
gsense of fair dealing. Mr. Eden summarized the present
situation as follows: *Fnr;nur own people the issue
becomes clarified. They desire peace, ardently and
sincerely. They are ready to make sacrifices in order
to strengthen the foundations of peaca.....TLe con-
viotion is growing that continued retreat can only
1ead to ever-widening confusion. They know that a
stand must be made. They pray that it be not made

too late.” He concluded his speech with an expression
of his belief that nothing was more important at this

time than an improvement of understanding betiween the

pecples




peoples of Great Britain and the United States. The
tn:t.nr Mr. Eden's speech as taken from the Manchester
Guardian is enclosed.

There is also enclosed a clipping from the

Manchester Guardjap of September £2 quoting a speech
made by Sir Archibald Sinclair, Leader of the Liberal

~Opposition, at a meeting of the Council of the Liberal

Party Organization on September 21. After reviewing

the Liberal Party's foreign poliey and discussing

the necessary conﬂitions of a falr plebiscite in Czecho-
slovakia, Sir archibald Sinelair stated "Do not then

let us prate of justice and self-determination. We

have merely submitted to Herr Hitler's demands, and

our submission has been extorted not by a sudden con-
version to the justice of his case but by the threat

of war." Regarding a guarantee for the future integrity
of Czechoslovakia, he said that "it is indeed an onerous
and dangerous addition to the responsibilities and
traditions of Britain. It is astonishing that Mr.
Chamberlain, who has always been acclaimed by the
{solationists as a wise and sober statesman, should

be the man who, on the account of the collapse of his
policy, has to call upon Britain to undertake it."
Expressing the opinion that peace is the greatest

common interest of mankind, he reamarked: "I do not

believe




believe that peace can be bought and I/am sure that :
it cannot be bought by sacrifices to aggressive

milithry powers at the expense of small and weak

nations.” Sir Archibald attacked the Government's

policies in the following phrases: "We have witnessed

one retreat after another in the face of aggressive
dictatorships.....In the 1light of these past events

the result of the Berchtesgaden mceting bears all the
appearances of hurried, disorderly and humiliating

rout.”

Upon the conclusion of Sir Archibald Sinclair's
speech, the Liberal Party Council adopted the follow=
ing resolution condemning the Government for surrender-
ing to force and expressing the opinion that the Anglo-
French proposals cannot prove workable and that they
are unlikely to preserve peace:

"The Liberal party condemns the Government for
initiating without consulting Parliament yet another
surrender to force in reversal of the policy

announced by the Government two weeks ago &t a
time when a Tirm lead could have preserved peace

with honour.

"It pegords its wview that the Governnent's
proposals in-so far as they correspond to press re-
ports cannot prove workable, are unlikely to pre-
serve peace, and will confront Zurope in general,
and this country in particular, with ever-increasing
demands from Herr Hitler, backed in each case by
ever-increasing force.

"o lasting solution in the Czecho-Slovak
problem cen be obtained in isolation. It should
be part of A general European settlement, an essential
i

element
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slement in which would be the withdrawal of all
foreign forces from Spain forthwith.

"fhe Liberal party demands the immediate re-
assembly of Parliement."

Mr. Winston Churchill voiced his opinion on the crisis
in the following statement to the Press Assoocistion on his

preturn from Paris to London on September 2l:

"It is necessary that the nation should real-
ige the megnitude of the dlsaster into which we
are being led. The partition of Czechoslovakia
under Anglo-French pressure smounts to a complete
surrender by the Western Democracies to the Nazi
threat of foree. BSuch a unllni‘:e will not bring
peace or uﬂtg to Great Britain and France. Om
the contrary it will bring both countries into &
position of ever-increasing weakness and danger.

The neutralization of Czechoslovakia alone
means the liberation of 25 German divislons to !
threaten the Western Front. The path to the Black g
Sea will be lald wide open to triumphant Nazlism. #

Acceptance of Herr Hitler's terms involves
the prostration of EBurope before the Nazl power,
of which the fullest advantage will certainly be
taken. The menace, therefore, i1s not to Czechoslo-
vakia, but to the cause of freedom and democracy

in every country. .

The idea that safety can be purchased by
throwing a small State to the wolves is a fatal
delusion. The German War power will grow fasater
than the French and British can complete thelr
preparations for defence.

If peace is to be preserved on & lasting basls
1t can only be by combination of all the Fowers
whose convictions and whose vital interests are
opposed to Nasl domination. A month ago this would
have been possible. But all was cast away.

Parlisment should be called together without

further delay and duly informed upon these grilevous
matters which affect the whole 1ife and future of

our country.”
et The attitude of the National councll of Labor toward

the Ans;lo-French proposals is glven in the followling of ficial

statement issued by that orgenization on Septamber 19;

"I'he
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. , "The National Council of Labour, earnestly
desirous of maintaining peace, views with dls-
may the reported proposals of the British and
French Govermments for the dismemberment of
Czechoslovaiia under the brutal threat of armed
force Nazi Germany and without prior consulta-
tion with the Czechoslovakian Govermment. It
declares that this is a shameful betrayal of a
peaceful and democratic po:gil and constitutes
s dangerous precedent for futurs,

The National Council of Labour expresses
i1ts profound gympathy with the Czechoslovaklan
people in the grievous anxieties through which
they are now passing. It reaffirms its con-
viction that enduring peace can be secured only
by the re-establishment of the rule of law and
the ending of the use of lawless force in inter-
national relations.”

Today's press reported that the Labor Party had de-
clded to launch & national campaign on the Czech lssue.
The resolution adopted by the National council of Labor on
September 21 regarding the Czech erisis is as follows:

"This meeting, representing the British
Labour movement, has read with profound humilia-
tion the statement of the Czecho-Slovaklan
flovernment 1ssued in Prague to-day, that 1%t has
been forced under irresistible pressure by both
the British end the French Governments to accept
with pein the proposals elaborated in London.

It is a shameful surrender to the threats
of Herr Hitler. Although the Czecho-3lovak
Republic has gone to the extreme limits of con=
cession under the auspices of Lord Runciman, the
British Oovernment has set aside all conaldera-
tions of freedom, equality, and Jjustice and has
consented to the virtual destruction of the Czecho=-
Slovak State.

mTis is not merely the sacrifice of a gallant
democratic people; it is the sacrifice of the
vital British interests involved in the sanctity
of international law,.

Britain's long-established tradition of demo-
cracy and jJuatlice has been di shonoursd. Thia dls-
honour will not bring us peace. Hitler's ambltliona

. do not step short at Czecho-Slovakla. There is no
longer a frontier in Europs which 1s safa, Hils
present triumph will be a new starting-polnt for

further
f
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further warlike adventures which in the end
pmust lead to a general conflict.

With every surrender to violence peace
recedes. If war 1s to be averted and civiliza-
tion saved the peace-loving natlons must make
an immediate and concerted effort to restore
the rule of law."

Respectfully yours,
For the Ambassador:

][-b'\f" i,:'\i by J.nl._lhl &3 AN
Herachal V. J son
Counselor of Embassy.

ALC=-JC

" Enclosures:

1. Clipping from the Manchester Cuardlan
of September 22, 1?5&1'5‘5“i entitled
"y Stand Must be Made", in quintupllicate,

Clipping from the Manchester Guardian
of September 22, 1938, entitled,
gl taints Fumiliating Rout", in qulntuplicate.
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STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL FOR THE SECRETARY. OF STATE.

B T

I have tust talked with Cadogan. They have just

—al®

received Hitler!s answera and they are, he believes;
preEposteErous, Hitler not only wants what everybedy

was willing to give him but it looks aa 1f he wants

b
-l
O
(@]
By
4)
H;
O

a great deal more. Cadogan is convineed that when,

s I e e, By

cc

f

the letters are made public, public oplnicon will ge %& _
and bitterly :
completely/anti=Hitler, not that it is not that way 3 \

today, but-the. cause of peaoe has many adherents, i
Cadogan feels that 1t will now DE shnwnhtﬁnt their
pollcy was the right one in that they have taken every
roaaible orportunity to demenstrate they belleved there
.BomE ‘sanity in Hitler and teo ssve the world from
horrible resultas of wars Cadogan says, of course,
he 13 waiting for the Prime Minister!s reaction, but
that Hitler's angwers prove there

the man. and the only decision to

.makE




«2= #1011, September 24, 1 pe.ms Iron London

make now is what England proposes to do. 'hat question

of policy 1s walting on the Prime Minister!s return
Cadogan Judges from the tone of these communications
of a short time bee

that it is probably only a question of a ¢

fore Hitler will march regardless.

Halifax has goneg to meet Chamberlain at the alrport,

Ty s

=14

On thelr return there will be a small conference with

LA

Cadogan, Halifax, Simon and Hoare and
two others and the Cabinet 1s being
Therefore I do not expect ©
information before

gometime during the night Halifax

the latter 1s able to see anybody

}
'5.
g
i
)

that Chamberlain is very tlired,




public oplnion. They

1t 1s only a question now of

hours .
to keep you posted on all angles of

any posslble angle I am misaing?
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sEeing

tl’-.f:j.' can gt the

frankly advised that

order before saying what IEY Propost
be a Cabinet meeting

Miniater The dissenting members of

inaisted that

Cabinetes The question 13 PEACE Or Wal.

KENNEDY
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M : 1—ime
This mrssage must be closellfROM London

paraphrased bef. re being

communicated te anyene, (C) Dated September 25, 1938

Tvision of

EP 26 1938

‘eeretary £ State

Washington

1018, September 25, 8 DeM.

CTLY CONFLDENTIAL.

My 1003, Septerbrer 23, 4 pP. M.

The 1iash Ambassader, Ceunt Edward Raczynski, called on

me this afterncon tc outline tc me the present Folish situa=-
ticn and té find out from =m, if he possibly could, just

what Enrland was ecntemplating doing, in-my opinion the

1Atter ren-sn really caused hlim G come

“

depends t extent cn what England

.
]
L
-]

aasible to get

and they want Af . p 18 much - inform nin
IR : 3

.-]1-.- NoF
1d that the Files einaider their clt

her thun the German elaim to

¥.01/29°409L

L
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MJD  -2= No, 1018, September =0, 8 5, ms from London

and thEy‘wuuld be taken care cf, The same question was put

up to the English. He said the English were more honest put

gave them VeEry 1ittle satisfaction, telling them to appeal
under Secticn 19 cf the Covenant c¢f the League of Nations,
The result of thrse two talks has forced theEm more: cr less
to be a sort ¢f "1little cousin" of Hitler, Beck telephoned
to the nmbxgsaﬁor from Warsaw thzt he had seen the Hitler
messsage and that Hitler had very curningly declined ‘to. g4
antee the boundaries of the Czech State unless the Poles
and Eunﬂ?rilna came along, by this methed rather
that he intended they should get
dc net enjoy beineg

ia the way they

4=
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This ressacze st bE London
closely paraphrased hEe= :

Tore hEi‘* “G““lﬁicﬁtEﬂ . Dated September 26, 1938 o =

to anyone.
11 IE‘E Aglle

[]' IS10N

Seorpary,
Washing

i mp TMENT GF S1AlL
' el y—Sepbeber 26, 4 paris

STRICTLY COUFIDENTIAL FOR THE SECRETARY.
I have Just tquEd wlth Halifax.. He gave me two
1tema of great thrac s -The firat ia that Charmberlaln

definitel; nrawiszd Daladiegr that 1f the French go to

..4.
3))
O
mn:
ME
N
g
‘el
(VI

war the English will definitel; go with thems This 1s
the first definite assurance they have glven the FrEnchtﬁ
Ihe Becond 1teEm 1s that they have sent a vafy vigorous '%; \
to ‘Jaraaw teElling them not to try and get any more
than Benes has advised them he is willing
If theéy aslt for more the Britlsh say they (j
it aa an unfritndly act,

Other 1tems will not bE grantedt the Prime Minlster
intends to broadcaast tosiorrow nipght and is contemplating
ineluding Arerica in the by lcnak a you know they

re calling Parliasent on Yednesday and bhen, 1. the
pass rapild leglala-

e Minister wlll

make




-2- #1030, September 26, 4 Dol from London

make his speech Wednesday afternoo.i, Hore-Bellsha
at lunch today sald he was sti111 willing to bet a
hat that Hitler will back down. It is the only En-

couraging note there la, ~

KENKEDY

CSB
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This mgssage™must be T
closgly ‘paraphrased be= ; e
fore being communicatgd

[

to anyong. L/

e

Seeretary of St

Washlngto

5 nﬁﬁih‘* ¢ 1040, Septemb

N ?h
W ROR THE SECRETARY OF STATE .

Referring to your No., 564, September 27, 1 a.m-

peres Talked with Halifax and also 10 Downing Street.
They have had no reply yet except from Wilason ré-
garding his interview of 50 minutes last hight which
was completely and definitely unsatisfactory. ﬁitlzr
figuratively slammed the door in Wilson's face, He
did agree to see him this morning but Wilscn held out
no hope. . Ve have received a bulletin that Wilson has
left by airplane but nelther the Prime Minlster nor
Hallfax have heard this, Halifax is almost positive
that Hitler does not.intend to help the sltuatlon,
'hey will both advise me immediately on Wilson'!s
arrival or ms soon as they get news from him,

Will you tell the President that not only did
last night?s papers play up tremendously his message
but again thisg morning with very pralseworthy Eitnriwls;
As g matter of faot 1t helped sffset a good deal of

bitternesa




=2= #1040, September 27, 11 a,m, from London

bitterness that had arisen as a ault of the terrifie

blast from the American newspapers on guestion of
the betrayal of Czechoslovakla,

On my way to the office this
alrecraft guna belng placed in

of men dlgging trenchess
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Dated September 27, 1938

Recld D115 a.ii.

SECPELAYY e
: DIVISION oF

L B Y AUROPEAN AT E Ay

> 2% 1938
1048, SeptembeEr 27, 2 pelte hEPﬂ.MU

The local preas reaction to Hitler!s specech last

EXtremely pessimiatic,

['HE DAILY TELEGRAPH and HORNT

"The best that can bE said of the speech is. that
whilg 1t slammed the door 1t did not irreveoecnbly bop
and bolt 1t,"
THE: NEWS CHRONICLE writes:

"There was not one word in it that made for peace."
It adds "'hile it i1s difficult to sce what loophole
now: exists there are satill four days In which to work
for peaecEs  Perhaps when Parlinment meets tomorrow it
will present a spectacle of a united and adamant British
nation which wlll =make Herr Hitler pauste eveEn on the
brink,"

The MANCHESTER GUARDIAN which has been pessimisatioc

all along observes "There is no comfort to be derived

W
from Hitler's specch he suggests no further negotintiondy

]
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OpENS
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Ectld. D sd:

{ L DIVISION OF
A EUROPEAN AFES

September 27, & m DEPARTMENT OF 514
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cign Offlce goeve the following account in confil-
posaible attitude of
nd Hunghry in the glvVen
poalition as

P a1

s¢.the -Forelmn Cffice permi meEmbED
to seeg In atrict conficence o mEmoraindum covEring
ground which wos eirculated to the Cabinet

End,

iefined Stojladinovic's

EVEryone and empht

GETMANY
fight agnlnst both
the event of an attack ‘on Czechoslo=
Jermony the Poreim COffice defined Yugoslavial's

ttitude ns one of "wavering", In the event such

in attack
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MB =3- #1052, Segptember 27, 5 p.,m, from Loyon

her nntional o mbiticns.

Reports on the Rumanion situstion reicching the Foreign

Office are said to be meager but are to the effect that

Rumania is in a disheartened frome of mind., The Foreign
Office emphasized that Rumonin was o gntisfied power and
reaxlized  that she could only losg by o European war and
therefore she would probably do her best to remain neutral
and even if Hungiry were to be Germany's clly it was by no
certzin thnt Rumania would ro to Czechoglovakla's aid.
other hond 1f Rumanin wos prepared to supply raw
l1s to GeErmeny the latter in turn might be prepared to
Rumarnin's neutrality roather than risk her opposition.
were Indiections thot if Russlid Intervened Rumanild
turn o-blind eye to the ight of Ruasian planes ovVeEr
itory but ‘it did not
NE Eransportation

Er territory.
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geEt no confirmation of the

ind Rumania had made PEDTESE

wontrary. 1t had been cuthorit
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powera in comnectic

been receilved by
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Dated September 29, 1938

TELEGRAM RECEIV :) DVISION OF o

Reo'd 11:50 a.me

Sgcretary of State

Washington

1084, September 292, 2 Pells

The President's second message to the German

Chancellor is warmly commended throughout the British

preas as a powerful sontribution to a peaceful solution
; - A I
of the Czech crisls,

The TIMES states "without gquestion the influence of

Roostvelt has been of ftnealculable importance to

and Britiah exertions for thE prf?:ntinn of war,

1l accepted 1imitations of American policy thro

L=

the more clearly the sincerity, the energy, and the

~urare with which Mr RooseveElt has reenforced the drive

owerful appeal to Herr Hitler yesbtendey
nd his

cthod as well as prineiple, and

of. a1l nations directly or

nfErENCE

. 1!.,1.11\:1-:,[




MY =2= N o, 1084, September 29, 2 peiley from London

The TELEGRAFH and MORNING POST refers to the message

as a VEry moving appeal and states President Roosevelt
has rendered to Eurcope a very great service,
not soon be forgotten,
The DAILY HAIL writes: with the names of Chaml
and Mussolinl must BE. jolned in grateful recognit]
of President Roosevelt, whose ncble appeals
have had a*powerful Influence upon Herr Hitler's
MANCHESTER GUARDIAN notes that President Roosevelt
will already have seen one hope of his'second and Tingl:
phrased appeal -to the: German Chancellor
aspiration into o fact:

at Munioc
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fore being communicated
to anyone, (C) Dated September 29, 1938
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Secretary of Stafe, 1193

Washingtons M "o k_i
MR, WELLY: CFARTME AL
TMENT 0F SV

1091, September 29, O Pe He e

T LIARY | Rec'd 4:35 pe Die

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL FOR THE SECRETARY OF STATE.

1 saw Grandl and had a short talk with him,
feels hopeful about the Munich Conference. HE gaid that
yesterday they WErE four men of wars they may nol
wanted to be men of war, but nevertheless, theEy WEPE
all preparing; todav they are sitting around & tab

ags
ieshdeegy men of pEACE and if they fall
atanding in thelr own countries, HEe admiti
true of Mussolini in Ttaly, Feg said that

feelingas about Hitler which

minlon which




2=#1091, Septes2G,6p«me From London

atick for qulck actlon so-

be loat, In spite of ¢ this he is optimistic,

Halifax 1a not gul optimistic, He belleves that
settlement must be made also on the Polish and Hungarlan
For the latter, I am sure he has more feeling
oWt Eousness of thelr cause than for Poland or
helieves thet Chamberlalin must not postpone
ut must face the inevitable at once. HE talked
the danger of having to comg out with some kind
« settlement that would still look impossible e
the Czechs and be subjeet to the eriticiam that
CzecHoslovakia was betrdyed for world pEace. He thinks
that the pressure on Chambgrlaln will be worse than
1t has been at either of the other meetings, and that
for Chamberlain to come out with war averted, he may
have to make concessions that the world will not
approve of, HeE told me that when Chamberlain 1left this
mornine he looked very tired and he added "with reason” .
RBoth Halifex and Cadogan, whom I saw later, spokE
very feelingly of the President's messages and 1f I may
be permitted, I would 1llke to EXpress my own opinion

with theirs that the second message is the finest the

President
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announcement of ‘the conclusion of the

reement arrived too late to he included in the
> this morning's London papera,  There is
editorial reaction as yet, It is evident,
hat the public 18 profoundly relleved over
of the menace of war, Nevertheless, the
{s in a sense an anti=-climax, the high point

en reached when the Prime Minister announced

in Parlinment day before yesterday the German Chancellor's

{nvitation to the Four Power meeting at Munich, A

peaceful settlement was then regarded as probably assured.

KENNEDY
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