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1ties which mipght ardise in any guarter:

despatched abroad irf NEcesaary in

nouncement  of 'an expeditionary foree to he

the contingency ealling for it has

Sk, 13 not only a radical departure from British
don- but 18 conecrete EVidence of the stiffen-

0L the Governmentl!s attitude since Munich, It should

ceclated with the Prime Miniater's statee

idarity of Anzlo=-Frerch interests, the

'hich the Government has preposed to raisg

armament prosramme and recent
ties of the Board of Trade to hold British
n the fack of competition from the total-
These succeeding announcements of policy,
8 definite armament programme of ambitious

i
dimensions,
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FROM

LONDON

Dated March 10, 1939

REe'd 4 py m,

‘aahington.
ponlel 10, 6 pe m,
f “r L1 i 3 1
( 4] £ Prime Minister last night gave a boek-
rou; Lk to £ Pirliamentary correspondents of the
LElal press ich ‘has preduced spate of optimistic

.clcs on the European outlook in today's newspapers,
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rlosely paraphraacd e
efore being -_*orrdnunina-tﬁaom Dated March 14, 1939

to Bnyone. (C)

YN N

RE :'I'—] 5:47 Palle

3ecretary of State

a —_— - - —-1
Pl ¢ | S ;
¥ashinzton b hia Ay,

! 1'?'1'“‘.: 'i
+ P w

528, March 14, 8 n.m, I\
ira : 4 1 PARTWER
iy 981, March 10, 6 p.m, : .

fhe Undery. Secretary this afternoon commented -on the
preas drticles ‘which have followed the Prime 3iinister's
backpground talk to the Parliamentary correspondents’ on
Harch 8, He sald that it was operhaps unfortunate that
i the Prime ifinister had made this talk to the Parliamentary
correavondents rathers than to the dirlomatic correa=-
pondents who would have known how to put it in orooer
perspective, The Prime Minister, he said, was msrely
thinking cut loud and whot he soid waa the =xpression
rather of o hone of whot mizht develop in the future if
"everything went all right"., The Parliamentoery corres-
rondents had scized assurances of words and reported them
in such context ond with such literalness s to make
it cppear that the British Gevernment hod clready
formuloted cdvence plans for the FuturE.. This; scid the
Under Secretary, wes entirely erroncous os no definite
plansa have yet been formulated. He scid. thot the

Prime
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'If;uis telegram mvst be  Lond BEPMT.WUFSHE

closgely paraphrased bee P At
fow€ being communicate®rom Dated March 17, 1939 i

toc anyone, (C)
Rec'd 5:23 p, m,

Secretary of State, \h |
%5

Waahington, (3

555, March 17, 6 ps m, .

-

The Rumanian Minister just called to sec MEe  He

)

L]
15 on hls way to the Forelgn Office with instructions o

—
from - his Govermment to try and get some 1dea of what S

S

|
L

England proposes to do, He is golng to ask them three

L

questionay (one) ﬁoEs England propose to do anything
at all? If not Rumanla will make the best deal she

can; (two) are they golng to draw & line somewhere in
Eurcpe beyond which Hitler must not #o that will just
include Turkey, or will 1t pessibly include Rumania

and Yugoslavia? (three) If the Rumaniawg fight, will

~

t FETMAL

Ergland glve them any support? He sald that the
demands, made about a wgek or ten days ago, WEre
esonomie and really meant the end of Rumania, and have
DEEN turned down by the Wﬁﬁnﬂlhlﬂq. The GErmans ordered
them “(one) to stop certain industries, (two) to give
IEm oll ‘PLAE::z'Lﬁ and three) to become nothing
reloultural coun « (Ermany in turn would

talke




LMS 2=No, 353, March

17, .8 Pe Ms, frem Londc

take all theip EXports, He sald this

situation for them an

d they will not AEIEE,

8ald that al1 Ehelr orders for armamen

4 Czechs ang they have

all beEen stopped,

that they find thEmselves with practicall

and they are asking England to 3eld

EVEn 1f they are anti

with mg,
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ranlirased bE= I

ok ..JJ:lckltTrl Dated March
{ " I {: #
\

ROM -

Recld B:lO .pan,

|'{..‘I* o
Seeretary cof LE k ;
noton y/
g liareh 17, 10 pem,
ATCTLY CONFIDENTIAL“FOR THE SECRETARY OF STATE,

weing iy viasit to Rome'I had a long talk with

Countess Clano and T reported to Phillips thiee outstand- g}i ;
ing polnts in the two and a half hours conversation T had gl
with her, ¥irst, she could see no reason for the democracies .g :
fighting Tascist Ttaly, Fascism sulted Italy and had been o
golng on for seventeen years and had done great good for g |
“the Ttallan peEople,s Its chief disrepute had come from its a '
close tieup with Hitler, Secondly, she said that after all :
1f England, France, and the Unlited States all stuck togethew, F I‘
there wos nothing left for Mussolini to do but play along ._ ':
with Hitler for his own protections Third, by implication % i
she made 1t very clear that the Italians were deeply
roﬁcﬁrﬁzd over the loass of Amerlca's friendship and, aince é}
there are a number of enthusiasts for America around \ E
Mussolinl, I believe there is a good deal in what she said, £

I had lunch with the Minister of Agriculture whom I i

met with & very close friend of mine. He outlined to me his

A
' plan : :E

=



ling: wheat in Ttaly and told me . that. durls
1 ek to Germany, where ThEY ATE SPI'&n
to gENd many ' 1ian laborers to work in the figlds, he
found Ghat the German farmer and businessman WErE
defirditely not in good shape, I.gathered from his
conveErsniion that up to now. Italy has not stored VEDY

AFE - 8

much wheat for its protgetion, although they have urzed
the formers to plan well beyond Italy's demand in order
to provide for subastantlial stornge.
Lg felt that trouble between countries becinae ol
a difference in government was unthinkablc; He sald
the Italian people definltely did not want to go to wars
that thelr problem was completely eEconomic.
T also met Clano, I sat next to him in St, Petkrts
for Tive hours on Sunday; I saw him at a tea with his
wife and T attended a dinner at which he was present,

T

I have no idea how able he 1s in hls office, but I have
NEVEr met o morg pompuous ass in my 1life, Every time 1t
was necessary for the distingulshed guests to march
through Ste Peter's he spent most of his time glving th
Fascist salute and trying to share honors with the Popts
At the tea which we attended there were, I should jﬁdgc,
about forty cardinals, He spent most of hia time rushing
glrls into the corner for conversation and at the dinner

he could not talk seriously for five minutes for fear
that




HRE S=#354 From London Mareh 17, 10 Dally

that the two op three girls, who were invited in order
to get him to come, might gEt out of sight, As a result
of my observationa of Clano and the gosslp that Mussolinit
now has o German Sweetheart, I came away with the bglief
that we woula dccomplish much more by sending a dozen
beautifnl chorus girls to Rome than = flock of diplomats
and o fleet of alrplanes, If Clano, in spite of his
tendencies becomes & Ereat Secretary of 8tate, then I
have lozt all Judpment of MEnNg

“HE President's SPpEEChEs drive thaq absolutely |
Crazye My Italinn friends tell me that EVEry time the

President says anything, nobody in the cabinet or

GOVETrmment 4n Rome 13 it to talk with for the pest
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STRICTLY COD FIDENTTAL FOR /THE SECRETARY OF STATE
Ky 553, larch 1Y o B Peia
-£L-have jugt sEch Halifax, The Rumanian Minister
jaw- him ‘after Al the Rumaninn Etnlatcr] talked with me
last night and askid what England would do 1if Rumania,
'PEECE, Turkey and Yugoslavia Joined to fight Hitler.
Halifax ﬂSfEﬁlhiﬂ whether he thought Russia would help
them, . He said KHe.did, So late last night the British
SERL o wire to their representatives in these countriés
find out what the countries WEre dlsposed to do, A
cabinegt MEEEIng has been called for 5 o'dlock this
afterncon but Halifax only expects a general conversa-
tion as he does not think that the reports will be in
from their PEPresentatives in these various countries
h;: thot time,

Halifax laat February definitely came to the

opinion, 1t 1s my belief, that England must fight
' i
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oneE of

and irf

bluffing the sconer Chey take him on t}

willl

last night very deflnitely comitted ti

1[‘. Hitler started for Rumanin, My huneh

beE., -He
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2=#370, From London,Mar,20,oDalls _.

conscription, ' If they do, 1t 1a very l;k:ly that there
will be some form of conscription of wealth to go along
with i1t,

Some of the Cabinet on Saturday night thought that
the Prine !iinister was not quite tough Enaugéﬂzé]ths

question of getting ready for war, but MacDonald told me 5

todiay hE thought that whereas the Prime Minister was once

o

4

a stronz advocate of peace, he has now definitely swung
around to the war point of view, ilacDonald also told me
that there was no present point of difference between
Haldfax and Chamberlain.

MOST CONFIDENTIAL, The Prime Miniaster 1s writing to
vuasolini, calling to his mind the result of their talk
during the Prime Minister's visit, and trying to ascertailn
if 1t is possible to start driving in the wedge bDetween
Germany and Italy, I asked Halifax 1fh£h£y would be willing
to pay 2 big price and he said he thought so, but he would
not want to deliver until he saw lussolinits performance,
because he was afraid that after he had collected from
England he still might try to collect from Gtrmany;

ile asked what America's point of view was as far as
Italy was concerned, because I had mentioned to him that

eveErybody




because the one thing neceasary
working out anything with It 1ly would be recogni
of Abyssinia and here was the United States 1Y atirr
about Germanyl's apgeression in Czechosnlovaki arid

recocniclon of Abyssinia would sgem to eountemnance LLEY

country, HE 32id he reEflized 11

KEN

-
e




MK, ﬂunu
DVAR 2 319

A

LO} :'T)G?I

onE, (C) Dated March 22, 1939

Reec'g o150 Pes Mg

= £ s i
ECI 5 SLATE ,
On
e
- o
» c p. U De My =
ok v T SR -
. » re ey, "De. Mey
yreg
H L.
L §] ] ™~ AT
i {: C Al g

ramentty

Proposals sent to

ture of

yhic 1 ml t .h VE
GErmany against an
recelved,.  ‘The PELEN




whati shig-will
for: naking

whlehl do raof

—
5]
.

%1 "
¥ =
r E
§ Y&l al
i Al E
4. € I'k.w

—

NDAVE ¢0. DE DInNnE(

international propa;

commit

Poland

B i
$ ’
16  WC
e

¥ iy |

Fysarmog

theEm

of

i Hige | - e
D= FoHL ror

ande
to anytining.
indicates
coopeEration wltl

' AadhETENCE 0 f

P ~

1 BE y
¥ i Ty i’ ™

roepo L]
Lol
ol
;
0
L] L

ol
lEc] ™
L

k&




(Y ‘\‘- ‘:

S=#369, Prom London,lar.22 ,8péns

Although the proposed declorotion has not been sub-

mICGeEd by the British Governnent to Turkey, the Turkish
ambusandor s been informed of it by the Forelign

SEcreiary.  Theé Ambagsador said io Lord Halifax that he
could speal with confidence and full knowledge of Turkish }

policy and thot his eountry would go to all lengstha with

Great Bribtain 1f assured of British support and if ‘Turkey
could reEly on .British assistance should she herself be

attacled In the lediterranean, Turkey would depart from
trality only if on the side of Great Britain. Her
attachment to this relationship is unconditional and would

nos DE affected by Polish and Russian replies, Apart from

.this, Turkey is prepared to fulfill all her existing treaty

obligations, ' (END GRAY)

‘v will be seen from the foregoing features great are
¢ae difficulties of reaching any \greement on concerted
dction acainst Germany. Each country wants to know what
the other ong is Foing to do and if the views of the
smanllcr countries are to be met to - degree sufficient to
insure their cooperation, Great Britain and France wi;lz
have to assume burdens of inecalculable responsibility,
With the Munich agreement washed away, an entirely new

line
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REB _ ] {iAR T3 1523
GRAY \ (1 &
FPARTMENT ¢ Hf Jd
g FROM 1ondon
Dated March 23, 1939
Ree'd 1:50 p. m,

Secretary of State,

Washington, '

391, llarch 23, 5 p. ms

'ress opinion here is prepared to admit that Germanyts
acquisition of tiie Memel falls in'a different category.
from its aunexation of Czechosloval:ia and criticism is
directed ageinst the method nursued rather than the
development itself,

Comment is lnrgsly.along the linecs of that of the
TIMES which, while recognizing that‘kns Memel area 1s
almost entirely German by race and that it was originally
taken by Lithuania through a military coup, condemns the
German action as a further example of Nazi "militarized
diplonacy" and as disregarding ilitler's specific assurances

to lirs Chamberlain that he had no furthsf territorial
¢claims in Europe.

Several opposition press organs make EhE point that
this further act of aggression emphasizes the need for :
hastening the fomation of a collective "peace front" -
which 1s prepared to run some risks for PEACE .

KENNEDY
HED

arTA

TAD
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London

P i Dated March 23, 1939

Hsa'& J:52 p. m,

SECrEtary. of -State,

- &

Washin-ton,

i, llarch 23, B8 p. me

LCITY G.f;lBETTIAL-

9/00°0¥ L
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relgn 0ffice ‘atat that final ttﬁlias to the
I

‘rltis proposals for a joint declaration Liave been

recedived from FPrance and Soviet Russia and preliminary

e
Q
=
=
.
1

heave DEen recelived from Poland, y

One-. \E- Soviet CovErnment accentas and will a8ign

TATIA

T'ANcE

and Poland liave accepted,  Moscow is
the' Balkan but ‘alsc the .Baltic. and

les be invited to adhere to the declara-

'i:-.";l"'_-}A- L-effecting this in view of
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L
2-#395, From London,Mar,23,8p.i.

=iy

Threes The chief preoccupation of Poland 1s the
suggested participation of Russia, The Polish Ambassador
iin Lordon has been Instructed to proposeg that the Britlsh

hﬂ?ﬂrnmcnt and the Pollsh Government enter into a seeret
|

) A

ggreement ol consultation on the lines suggested 1n tag
declaration, this not however to prejudice any official
declision regarding Polish partic¢ipation dn. the public
deelaration on whiech the Ambassddor is to compunieate

the views of the Polish Governmernt:- laber Tt wolrld

L9 ]

affect the position of Franee eitiier as the existing
Franco=Pollish treaty already contaling. a consultatlive
clause, The British: Ambassador 'in Warsaw has suggested
that publicatlon with Polish consent might be possible
1f Poland were given definlte assurances
powers nould take effective and lmmediate steps in case

of 'Gernian ageression againat Podand. -Forelign

ey
M ILLICE

officinls do not venture an opinion aos to whether
Pollsh and Sovict posltions ecan be reeconciled.

The Eritiah and French ‘rerresentatives are ured

moderation 5t Budapest and Buchorgat in view of 1

obllizatlon in Hunpary and  bBamania,.
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EG
This messoge must be London

closely paraphrased be= FROM
fore being communicated Dated March 24, 1939

to anyonte (C)

Rec'd 6:10 pame

Lo

Secretary of State,

Washington,

399, March 24, 8 pem.

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL FOR THE SECRETARY OF STATE.

I hove just seen Hallifax, ﬁs had just seen the

Polish Ambnssador, Poland says finally that they want
t6 go along with Great Britain and France but hesitate
! to join up with Russia rirst sf all bee¢ause they do

. not 1ike them ns bedfgllows and second begcause a bieup
of any sort between Russla and Poland will couse an
opeEn break with Hitler and war will be on, Hallfax
feels, however, that on Beck's arrival here next week
they will arrange, in o way, Hallfax does not yet know, o
for Polond tc assurec Great Britain that 1t will fight s
1f Hitler attempts to take Danzig or makes any other
overt act agalnat Poland,

As to the Russian situation, they have indicated
their willingness to sign the statement which Britaln
and France asked them to sign, but Hallfax feela that
i Peland 18 of much more valug to the tieup than Rus:i%,

becaust thelr latest iInformation on Russia shows theln

air

A "‘--..
-"'g";',ﬁﬂ ARY OF ST

THTLY

a5

189/00°0¥L



-2« #3099, March 24, 8 pems, from London

alyr force to be very weak and old and of short range,
their army very poor and thelir industrial backing for
the arm& frightful and the most they could Eexpect

from Russia, if Russia wanted to be of help, would be

that they might send some ammunition to Poland in the

event of trouble.

As to the Rumanians, in spite of the trade sgrec=

ment. signed teday between Rumania and Germany, which

-

agreement Halifax said was signed by the Rumanians

partislly because they were prorilsed that the ammunltiions

]

under contract with the Skeda works in Cusghurlﬂvnkiw
for thelr account should continue to bE EL?Eferd as
per schedule, Hallfax still feels 1t is ¢ ssible
they may also fight against the Germans: 1T Poland dE-
cides to take up arss.

1 told Halifax that it seemed to me that, WwhEn
England and France got down to the last stages {'a
working agreement with Poland: and possibly Rumani
and Russia, in the event of gets ol aggresaion by
Hitler against them, 1t would beconme quite nbvicu

b

the assurances glven might n
ind

France and England and they would then

to wash their hands of the vhole £ SountheasteErn £

Halifax snid he dld ‘not belleve !l gt wns . CHE OASE.
(END SECTIO! ONE).
™S TV |- N { - "

" LA

b g b e s e b . 3 % b= 3=
YE & icialact | ighy I ‘h




TELEGRAM RECEIVED [/
MJD = London b{fl

This tclegram . must -be Dated March 24, 1939,
¢losely saraphraged FROM
before beins commnicated Rec'de 6:45 pe Ma

to dnyones (C)

Secretary of State, 0 e,
- i ¥
Vashinrton, \ {:/’j

5919, llarch 24, 8 pe me (SECTION TWO)
HEe ©£1% thait the ~inevitability of ‘war sooner or ;
later ghould be.met rizht now and that the Prime
Minisfer himself und the Cabinet are stronpgly of the
ppinion that a line should be:-laid down and a statEment

given ho BeErlin that Af they cross - that Imaglnary line

the wer - 1s one HE' 1s not quite sure whether they will

189/ 0% L

want to include Rumania in that.imaginary line.

Enzland is turning out this month between 580 and

THTIA
AFD

6EC
c

600 air planes which is their regular production and
which will get blgger every month, The various Cabinet
chiefs of Departments have been having meetings all this |

week with The ides of speeding up production in all de=

a5

partmentss They have recelved information today from

Lord Rennell in Italy that indirectly he has recelved ine-
timations that unless something happens between now and

Sunday lussolini'!s speech will be remsonable,  Bonnet told
Halifax last night that if the demands are reasonable and

madg in a reasonable tone he thinks the French people
will




EhE
tion vins and he said the trade unicns were atill fichtin
1€ snd theg Frime Minister was torying to work out = plan
OVET Lat weekend and call 3t something elae auch
military preparedness or startinz s permanent division
of anti=ocireraft.

Ihe other night when Halilax gove me the information

" i jmi | . . .
about che divisions beling ecalled up on the-western ‘Tront

|
!

by the Cermans, which report he haos not been oble to
confirm up to date, the Prime Uinister pove orders to
mobllize the flegt the fnllow;nj morning, provided the
informatlion was correct,

Halifax feels that he has to be wery careful in
handling the Poles and Russians becouse the Russiana may
work through the trode union group here in London nnd
moke dAlfiiculty in Parliament for any nction thut the
Governmment wishes to toke,

Halifox feels, he says agoin, for no reason ot =2ll,
that -things are somewhat quieter, He still belicves thot
the iﬁfarm'tiun they have that conditions in Germany and
Italy are Very bad is true and thot they will come to

head the minute 1t looks like vyare He says the one

thing




b

MID  «=lm llo, 399, March 24, € 5. m, (SE-bTIGN Tr-'fn-i from
London
thing they wont to be vzrj cﬁrtful of is not to permit
Hitler through any acts of theirs to persuade the Germon
pEOple that this 1s an attempt to crush the Germans so
for that reason they are proceediny, he feels, rather
carefully beccuse ‘dn the last analysis, they are hopeful
that the Germoan people will break cway from Hitler in
the event of wor,
WETE 1s no auestion in my mind but wvhot Holifox

Aelinitely wants to lay down o 1ine ind 8oy to Hitler
IL you step over that 1t is war." He tells me that

11l nis colle-gues are in unity vith him, Knowing the
kKind of men Holifax i1s, I would think that all last
YEOr hE wes impressed with the fact that the British

PEORLE WEre nTraid of var but th t nov they are afraid

of tyronny vwhich they fesr more than war, and therefore
LIEY 2rE prepored to Cight,

thinlk n11 of this is brek~ round and that wE will

et ne delinite moves until, (one), we see whnt Mussolini

dots on Sundayj; (two), what assurances Beck can give the
British thot will s-~tiafy them th-t Poland will fight;

(threeg ), vhat help =nd coopeEration in a general way they

enn Eeb from Rimani: nd -Russin, both of thom they: regard

ean peErsusde

(four),

the

e, e S S L




arch -24, |
London

the trade unions hére to accept some form of conscrlo=

-
03
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1
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)Eople and the Dominions thot . ill nersu
belleve thot the:ecourse of setion ocutlined

Iritain, ANcE:nnd. the-other T 't hre
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STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL FOR THE -SECRETARY OF STATE.
L & mlilax thls morning., Muszssolini's speech
Glapledse them; dnd. they- think they may Be able
- mEt i ent
+REY are. propooing today, after a long. conferenck
k E Frime Hinister last night, to stnd a note to
; ; inl ii'lla“fluq
‘MG saying that 'if Poland @MAto“agree to help

attacked, which Halifax thinks 1s

3
[
==
L
=
fta
o

unlike 1L o e e !
nlikels r to defend themselves if they are attacked,

= T T R T e R ] hEr

FREdAnRR Will moke a statement that all/forces and resources
77 bl 5 S el 1. . e

+44 DE used o bock ‘them up, They are stipulating from

vl ol 2 | TR L P o - o, i 1

Nelr poln T vie thait Poland in turn will ABrEE tn hElF
R, Fland 1in +he P _— 3

En nd in the event she 1s attacked, Halifax belleves

& 1y e 4 E - = = ¥ " !

h fils note will not get an immedinte anawer and 1t

may toke some while for the Poles to deelde on = COUrsE

P e s P g i E s
of, action, but England is prepared to meke the step

There is a story in the papers hereg today that a

note

39/ 000y L

OF

TLx

JTH TYLINIALINGD



L — ' " T .
’ ’ ALE DTl
* v \
i ¥ w5 ) 0t A3 oy .i... "
[} .I
[3 1 es & . : ¥
1 nzig., Halil X 101 1 i #lak
} » . A g X o ;
| Nts A Enat i ritish have ‘nol ET |
1
b ] b £ ent 1 fFhEwy f 1 |
X i
f ¥ ] fram O [ "y ¥ T 1 I
vEIMMMN i 101 1 1
iny la
A e nd AakEd v o Y - « & i g
r'iptron, NEY-h 1 LOE | I |
& . i . ¥ 1 . ¥ al v - [ 1 T |
+ i 4 » ¥
material £ Ly rmy 1 thes I P
[ & ¥ 3
EY - ¥ =g T v ¥ v
-1 x
he ind trd ] el i A > vy .
d I I | | ]
I"'C . E nsEQor ""I ¥ i | } 1 ’ t 1
) ! iF. g ¢ ]
FEE o (BT = 4 [ B o ® ¥
b o J E. I 1afir: % hey i = i 4 . : EY 5

T
tCSB




P £ Q= = 5 s
uropean affaira.: Signor Mussolini has at lEasatc

Ree'd 12:44 peMe
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rress opinion is not displeased by Mussolinils en |
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s terday. Three points are stressed: It is

M
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tone but moderate in subutancz; it reduce

oy 1 j.-":'

tms from fhe extravesunt to the reasonable;

aveg the way open for a settlement with Francg ;

ES.goes so far-'as to say that "with the help |

;1 diplomscy the speech may mark a turning

o

resh starting solnt"s
ress zenerally sees in the speech a confirma= E
atrength of the axls but notes the possibIlE
lication for Germany the passage "the
vital arca for Italy", The WANCHESTER G

wheshtr this means that although the rx]
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-
3

™SLg e




MG . : ¥

This telegram must be DEPARTMENT [ dibbat :
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Washington, %

40 Manpt
109, March

STRICTLY

the Poles, they assured us there was no reason for any

UpSEt st all: that there WEPE LWwo speEeches made in the

Corridor: cone on strictly internal Poliasl tters and
the other on how the Germans far In Pols 88 againat
how the Pnoles fared i Ermany, b HETE W

nothing in either speech about w leh the Germans could
take any real 'TeENsE,
The Ambagsador Ffeels that the Ermans

blaclmall Poland bechuse of Beck's visit her 0 menti




=~Cw#409 from London, March 28, 4 pem,

the German Semlofficial PApeEr, which published a sort
of warning to Poland to behave themselves as far as Ger-
MAny was concerned, Or "Else,

The Ambassador said that, as far as Danzig was con-
CErned; they had made a gentlements Bgreement with Ger-
many. in 1934 that Germany and Poland would never go to
war. .over Danzig and that 1f Germany had come along with
2 ‘reasonable pProposition, Poland would probably have
accepted 1t,  The Ambassador said he has in mind all the
time that four years Ago the British urged Poland strongly
to give Danzig to Germany and, gven now, he becomes a
11ttle distrustful of Britain's desire to fight from the
intimations he gets that Poland ought perhaps to work
Out something with the Germans about Dansig,: He said,
however, that if Germany tries to take Danzig by a coup
or makes a proposition that means adding it to the Relich,
Poland will fight, He 98ys Beck hopes, of course, to get
the assistance of England and France, but he 1? definitely
urging the Polish People to be ready to fight ‘to protect
themselves, whethep they have assurances from England and
France or not the Ambassador feels that, in spite of the
fact that England complaing that Poland 18 not clear~cut

I in




!

~3=F 409 from London, March 28, 4 pem,

in their answers to England, England 1s far from rlEar-
cut iIn their propositions to Foland, His opinion of
caalitinns and their Efficiency reminds meé of that old
gEneEral during the Worlq War who said that he thought

a2 great deal less of Napoleon now that he had BEENn how
badly coalitions worlk,

The great problem for all these Europénn countries
at the minute 1s to find out how they can pet s ‘mebody
Else to come to theirp asslstance for some other reason
than ong hundred per cent Selfishness and, from the way
I see 1t, 1t 1s imposaible,

KENNEDY

ELP
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Telegram unmummbered received August

Telegram No.
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¥ I"\._
by Mr. A. Henderson (Labor), yesteruay made the
followine statement on the Britlsh position ir

regard to Germany's annexation of MNemel:

e |

"\r, Butler: My right hon. iend,
the Home Secretary, -informed the House or
22nd March of the eircumstances in whieh

! the German demand Tor the cession of th: ,
Memelland was made to the Lithuanian |
Govermment. His Majesty's Government {

3 , have now been offilcially informed by t

Government that on the avening of 22nd |
March a treaty between Germany and {
Lithuania was signed at Ferlin providing [
for the immediate return of the Yemelland |
to Germany and the establishment o e {
harbour zone for Lithuanis at Liemal. Eot
parties further undertook not to employ
force against each other or to sunport ths I
use of Iorce directed sgainat them by a i
third party. ' On receiving thie commumica- |
/ tion, His Majesaty's Govermment expressed ]
to the Lithuanian Govermment their =vmr
in the situation in which Lithuania i
Ueen . placed. Ag ‘the Prime Minlst
informed - the House on: lath I I lest
in Terly to a guestion by ember
ior Derty (lir, Noel=Baker), Hik lin: ;
Government as & Signatory to. the leén
-onvention, expressed their -hor to'1
Géman Government that thev would u: ’
influence to ensgure respect for the
Statute. At that date and again i Ly
to an inguiry by the Lithuanian wver
on léth March His Majesty'a Government
it clear that they could only endeavour
gacure reapect for the Statute in =o. -Tap
this in their power. . In the actual
sira 5 of "¢l mge 1t- is under [ =
ne " LIT ani rOyar I
1 sultl e
|
"lir. Henders 0 i
t 1thuaniar I alef.
vislone heir te,
Ini interv tion o
i yde by i - I
I's i1




" ] . - -
i uilat ) oy 1
Ferman troo re ti ront i
laid dovm in the Treaty of Ver 1
"Mr. Butler:: I should r r
-l*{u 3 ¥ xaot inawer, 1t | mn % ¥

- ri / ur e -
o 1 | : Foapt
: v i g
- - o = v + B - 5 {F 11 t
sOVaInment mada un pProLo:s IE vel |
in Berlin against thi thod b3 ich this
new aggression has been carried r h?
"r. Butler: We are a signatory.t

sonvention, but no prot t has been

T
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ol 1 Washington.
A

B ESH

I have the Honor to refer to the Embassy's =
despatches Nos. 2350 cnd. £35)1 dated Karch 29, 1859 <
in resard to the German-Rumenisn Trade Agreement and
the proposed BEritish Trade lission to Rumania respect-

ively.

ohence . on the dey these despatches were belng
red, an officer 'of the Lmbassy lunched with a

{1helm Roth, until early 1958 the managlng director ™|

of




ta

of the Vienna office of the I.G. Dye Truat, in charge
of all their Balkan business, It was Herr Roth who
vwas actually responsible for the initiation of the soy

bean cultivation by the I.G, Farben in Bulgari

L
"

Rumenie in 1934, Ee 1

|
-

the major influence benind Directo
Trust in building up the firm's business during 1

past five years in both the Ealkan countries

It therefore can be said, without exaggeration,
that there are Tew individuals better acquainted with
the German trade methode Bnd trade penatration tactics
in the Danubisan- basin, lerr Roth wns Kept
I.G. slnce 1933, notwithstanding his parti
ancestry, by special permission because of his except
Enowledge of Eastern European trade.

to retire early in l9db.

In discussing t ‘ =l I i
iegorited the Agreement as "
i’y 1 ] 18 . P i
from within". g went o
suranae LY erlal
contain s LlC cl
= £ 11 & =} I '
i r Hoth, ) 2
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ﬁf}h It was this individuanl's opinlon thet the Relch':

méthod of operation = presuming no direct attack
made = might be to pay very high prices for Rumanlar
agricultural products for from four to six mont

order to convinoe the peasants concerning the advaniages

of trading with Germeny. Severe political demands would
then be made, thought hir.. Roth, whieh in essence would
reduce Rumania to a vassal state and if refused tha
threet of cessation of agricultural purchases would be
made. At the same time German agents might stir up

the peasents with the slogan that it wes King Carol's
regime which was ruining their highly profitable agri-

oultural market in Germany.

3 The peasants, kr. iloth considered, could then bLe
incited to riot and the Germans would utilize these
uprisings as an excuse Tor internal interlersnce upon
the grounds that such revolts were beling poorly suppressed,
were endangering the lives of the German technleians
and business men supervising the operation of :the Trade
Pact or were preventing the proper operation of the
Agreement. The German and Hungarian minoritlies, he
went on to say, might be utilized at the same moment
to promote internal discord, and in his opinion the
Heich was convinced that by this method it would be
possible to overturn Xin; Carol and install regime- i

| Rumania coordinated (zleichgeschaltet) to the

K‘ | political =nd adomomic system.

¥

When aouestioned if he considered it

a ritish trade mission to achieve any worthwl




ﬂ_.‘ results, he stated that there was still time to
) retrieve ties situation as the present Rumanisan
sovernient was far from happy about the naw Arrange=
nt nnd would be prepared to undermine their German

resment if any substantial altsrnative sohems wers

r, Roth continued that he greatly feared that

ritish ki=slon would not employ the Proper methods,

iormans , " he saild, "utilize bribery on a wide seale
the highest officiesls and do not hesitate to

ploy direct methods. (Dle Deutschen machen es gropp

er kennen lhre Wege). The Eritish must be prepared

pend 2500,000 for brives (fiir Schmiergeld), and

F Wry Hoth deglatred a loan almost useless and olted
ilure of the Frensh loan pelicy in the Ealkans.
"i loan wlll be gone the day after tomorrow" (Ein Lohn

ird: Gbermorgen verpufft), he =aid, "unless an oreaniza-

tion built up which will-control the expenditures

'
I | T 1wl a1d T al q s
slad oboail L _LI'0 a 1_:_ an) ;
L 1. Il Li D | }
s a2 3 ' poKar A
aant : r,
v
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scoount of his status ss &migré and
accepted with soma reserve, nis
considered worth citing because of his

nowledge of German=-Rumanian trade relations. It

mizht be mentioned in eloeing that he left Gar ¥
: legs than a‘year agoe with, according to relinmkble Lo

banking cireles, B very substantial lfortune. his, at
least, indicates that hig speclalized experience rmust
have been of more than ordinary value to el

L ectiull ¥

yr the Ambassado
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ol 3] ; " ST

15 awart, certain consultationa are now
proceeding with other governmments. ' In order to make peEr-
fecbly clear the poaltion of His Majeatyla: Government in

NE meancime before thosg consultationsa are concluded, I

oW aave inform tlie House -that daring that’ peried in
the 'Event of any aetlon which clearl threatened Folish
IndependencE, and which the Polish Government accordingly
congldered 1t 'vital to resist with thelr natlional forces,
iz Majeatr!s Government would feel themselves bound -at

once: to11E: thie rfolish Govermment all support in their

POWEDs  THEY have given the Polish Govermnment an assurance

I may add that the French Govermient have authorized
me to make 1t vplein that they stand In the same position
in this matter as do His Majesty's Government." (END GRAY).

[ asked Cadogan whEtEEr this mgant If Poland fighta
Britain [ishtas. He sald @;‘if Poland itself committed
an act of ageression it would not mean that but for the

first. time In the history of Great Britain the latter has

left the linal declalon as to their fighting outside of

their own country to the other powers
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This telegram must bg ——  —
closely paraphrased bee
fore being communicated
to* | 3

440, April 4, 5 p, m.

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL FOR THE SECRETARY OF STATE.

I have just had lunch with the Prime Minister., No
NEwWs except a few observations he made, He has heard
nothing from Germany Except the fact that they are

spreading as definitely as they can that Great Britain

vt %T\‘“%Mw

1s starting a policy of encirclement, The Prime Minister
is hopeful that Hitler may hold up at least temporarily,
but he admits it may be wishful thinking. He told me of
f conversation he had at Godesberg after a rather heated
discussion with Hitler, Hitler came to the door to see
Iim out and said to him, "REmember, I have won more with
words than I have with bayonets" and Chamberlain says,
hanging on to a straw, this may indicate something., He T
1s disgusted with the British NEWSDARErs that are crying
that Hitler has the jitters and that Hitlep backs down,

bDEcause he realizes that is the surest way to cause

qic it

troubles ' I told him that I was rather upset by the
opinion




2-#440, From London,Apre4,5Dems

opinion of tﬁz people I had met, supposedly with sense,
who rEally thought that all the British Government need do
was to threaten Hitler with force to make him stop and
they persist in pointing out that his speech of Saturday
indicates how frightened he was when England SpokE.
Chamberlain says that he was constantly running into that
the 1lost 48 hours and could not be more unhappy.

I asked him if he did not thinl he had left Hitler
- no alternative but war because if he stopped Hitler's
forward march, the Germans might be impressed with: the
jden that Hitler was finished and he would have pleEnty
of trouble in his own country and would therefore have no
alternative but to fight, Chamberlain felt this was
definitely the great danger and that ls why he alwoys tries
to lcave a door open to work something out., I felt him
out on this idec apropos of a conversation I had with TLE
President the other day which he will remember. In other

words, some thought must be given to the doorway that

I
HE “dOES

Hitler can get in if he really makes up his mind he
not want to fight and possibly the Unf%:d States 1s the
only one who can furnish that doorwaye.

Chamberlain says he also reallzes that Hitler




3=i7#440, From London,Apr.4,tnems

definitely aware that the longer he permits England and
France to.arm, the less 'likely he is to win with one
decisive blow, For that reason he is very leery of what
Hitler has in the back of his mind,

[ am not sendinz anythinz on the Polish situation
until after I see Beck tomorrow nicht, because it 1as
stlll being talked over.

As to ilussolinl, Chamberlain feels that he has cot
more sense than Hitler, but, after all, he is a dictator
and has got to keep movinge Therefore, Chamberlain would
not be surorised if he moved against Albania, which
Chamberlain thinks is his first logical move. I asked
him what happens to British policy if this takes place,
He said 1t would be a terrible calamity as far as England
is concerned, because he would not want to get into a war
over Albania and he would have to differentliate between
an attempt at world domlnation, which he considers part
of Hitler's program, and aggression, which the taking of
Albania by Hussolini would be, He realizes it 1s a very
fine point and will make him plenty of trouble, but he
doea not see what :1=£ he can doe Of course, there 1is

always the chance that ‘King Zog might not resist. He
said




1=-#440, From London,Apras4,S5Deme

sald he sent word to Mussolini at the same timé he gave
his speech toe me on Friday, with the added paragraph
that' he was doing this in the cause of world peace which
"he, Mussolini, was as vitally interested in as he,
Chamberlain was",

He sald that at the rate all the nations are-apending
money and the speed with which they are all moving, the
present state of affairs cannot last much longer and
tﬁzr:?or; something must happens He hopes it is not wor,
but I feel he is definitely doubtful, He Indicated to me
how psychologleally important it was in the drive for
PEace that Hitler believed that the United States was
definitely on the side of the demoeraciegs and, without
the United States committing itself to anything, as long
as nothing happened to change Hitler's opinion;-it made
the course that much casier, He again expressed his deep
appreciation of the President's work for what he termed

the couce of ptace,.

KENNEDY
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27, April 5,10 p.me ~J
SLIICTY CCNPIDENTIAL FOR THE SECRETARY, »
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7 EDA = 2 - #447, April 5, 10 pem. from London

agreement of Poland to fight to rroteet the SovEreignty

ch

of its neighbors, Tonight Beck has agreed to .
Beck also agreed to use method at his command to work
out an agreement withrG:rmany contingent of course on
(one) not losing national respect and (two) not being
foreed to accept a unilateral agreement with CEYMANY
He feels that England's handling of GErmany so far
been too much concession In fact and too 1ittle in
He reallzes some. method must be found whereby  if
Hitler is to back down he is givehr arn o por
so gracefully and Beck says if EES E <813 £
cnance of that he will notify his . ol End ‘Ameri
nd hiz nev friend Britain ot oncee e 1€ 1 0
of old and new very decldedly.
Y oun Impresslon after friendl:
'
t Fol
Ele
1 .
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mess to do everythlng in reaso
me . plan Wwith Germany,

L wire you detaills of “lons vhen I see Halifnx

KEHNEDY




oy 4
i
M ||I|IJ|I|I . g
TELEGRAM RECEIVED\ LEAY_ B
fi’?'ur SNE .~
REB: ‘ars FrOM
This telegram st bE London
closely paraphrasegd be= L/
fore becing commmunicated Dated Avril 6, 1939
to anyone. (C)
Rec!d 5230 De M
Secretary of State,
13 : i C'r L]
-]
48, Aprll 6, 5 pe Me
SATTOMNT T T T R T AT A e eyt F
TR LCTLY A *IDENTIAL AND Sl Il "lE""*SwH ::}"ﬁ : WA v
EUROPEAN AFFAIRD)L
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: : APR 11 1939 <
[
[ have just sgen Halifax, You wi ; ~
Chamberlalnts speech on the Polish slfuw ST
the newspapers before our despateh arrives, but we ‘E
!
sending it to you for the record, The thinss that do
not appear in the saveech are as Tollowas:
Ones Beek 13 delinitely againat making any tie-
o]
up with Russla beyond their noraal trade’ commitments -
of the daye Halifax says Beck's strategy nll along t
! .
i - T i

hasa DeEen to stay friendly with both Germany and Russia
without malking any definite. commitrients and Beck is
hopeful that while Hitleér will be roaring mad at Polund's

detion in tylng up wlth Great Britain, he will not be as

mad as il Russia were In with Poland too. Halifax said
he pressed Beck as to whether he would not want tanka,

aEroplanea ¥




2-#448, From London,Apr.6,3p.m,

«eroplants and ammunition, at least, from Rusaia 1if
Poland were attacked and, even with that as a bait,
s “hot he has no confidence that conditions

8pic vould permit any help that would be worth while,

« 48 Lo Poland's helping Rumania, Beek said that

B i o Mungarlan slituation remains as it 13, he would be

O nazing . any public cormitment o help Rumsnia,
' ally moved into:Hunary, then of

Ells
I E CONalLAETIEQ
r'E £lp to
. Il e
[ 3 AIME Lry o
i
1
-
i
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S=#448, From London,A; e 5, 9DsMyg
As Lo the Itallan situation Halifax ; convinced
that Cigcno was 1ying when he told Lord Perth that th ]
WETE cilled Into the Albanin gsitugation in IOrE. Or lEs:
i friendly mammer; that Ttallan interests had Been
E Ere and that Kingz Zog was not averac t
: the Ttaliocn VEs; because informat] the il
VEDMLIE ro Lband is i1
E ALl entente ] - L f
GoveEr nt-is: r 1 11 sure i ? E
] PUETIER, i thi lefinitel ) e R
i ECOMES 1 the more ecullar bee smild
3o 2 iy y the & Eation 4 '
PETICD L 3 L | ld, .cari [ I
14 £1 e - i . ’
.
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1=-#448, From London,Apr«&,5pems

Lk
hig 15 merely an Excude Tor Great Britain to wismss

VENEEATCE n Germany: therefore I call on all our people
renare. for the next three teo six months.”

n 7oy hE ean maintaln a state of jitters in the

Y - ve hia own houst and keep up his
armanent ruwspus, without being obliged to find an
ccononic alternative,. -After Halifax finlahed thla

statentnt he said "and by night Tfall I may be proved

ime Linister is leaving for Scotland tonight
for the next four days, Halifax iz remalining in town
+

to pet away then.. I am

L

until morrow night shd hopeas

remaining herc to get whatever information there 1s.

HENHE D
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This telegram must be——— LONDON
closely paraphrased be- .
fore being communicated From Dated April 10, 1939
to anyone (C) :

Recld ©:07 pem,

Secretary of State \b,/ y\

Washington

459, April 10, 9 p

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL, DEPARTMENT OF STATE

1y telegram No, 458, April 10, 4 ﬁ.m-

Sir Alexander Cadogan informed a member of the
staff this evening that Cablnet approval was given today
to a British pledge of guarantee agalnst aggression for

GreecEes The' time and manner of making this declaration

L2/B9" 1,

have not yet been determined but the Under Secretary
suggested that 1t might possibly be made in Parliament

on Thursday, Its exact form and the definitions of

505

territory to be covered will have to be worked out by re
the Foreign Secretary, While it will be designed o -  t;
inform lfussolini beyond any doubt that Great Britain |
will fight if he attacks Greece, the Cabinet 1s never-
theless strongly of the opinion that it should be so

drafted as not to create an impossible politiecal

difficulty for Mussolini. They have not yet had time

to approach the French and Turkish Governmments in regard

to the matter but 1t 1s intended to do so and the British

hope




HRE 2«#459 Prom London April 10, 9 pum.

hope and believe that both those countries will nssociate
themselves with the declaration, In giving its approval
to this action the Cabinct ;ppnrsntly discarded the 1dea
of a bilateral pact along the lines of the one with
Poland on the ground that negotiation of euch an instrument
requires too much time and in the case of Greece would
not Serve any really useful purpose.
The Under Secretary gave no indication that any

action is contemplated with regard to Albania and it

P L sEeEms falrly plain that the main preoccupation of the
Cabinet's discussions todny was the possible extension
of Italian military anction. The assurance sent by
Mussolini to the Prime Minister, and reported in my
Nos« 458, April 10, 4 p.m. to the effect that Italy

contemplated no attack ngainst Grecce and giving

-

UNreserved assurances that Italy would respect the
independence of Greece and her entire territorinl
integrity, both continental and insular, was implemented
this moming by a further messagey; dellivered by the
Italian Charge 4' Affaires, to the effect thot the
British ch:rnm;n; might if 1t wished make public use
of theose assurances,

The Under Secretary mentioned that the Freneh had

become particularly nervous in the 1last 24 ‘hours and weie




HRE Cu#d59 From London April 10, 9 pems

retailing stories and rumora which he had been unable

to subatantiates He felt that the "1ie" factory had

been operating again and had been successful in causing

a mild attack of hysteria on the other side of the
Charnnel. The British have no new information of importance
gither from Germany or Italy since the occupation of
Albsnia ond while the Government 1s obviously on the

alert in the face of a situation full of menacing
possibilities the Under Secretary gave the impression
that it is not apprthzndivz of any immedlately dangerous

development,

KENNEDY

NPL :EMB
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L
decretnry of State,
Washington 3 i
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RUSH L. G . '.-II \*N\\&

478, April 14, 1 pe Me et

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL FOR. THE SECHETARY,

LA SS ]l

Department?s 286, April 13, 6 pe-Me
I have just seen. the Prime HMinister. There are no

direct negotiations between the British and Italian GoveErne
mentse Chamberlain at this time has no further plan de-
signed to advance the Interests of peEace,

As to the Italian situation he said that no matter
how much he tried to soften the speech against Musscolini
yesterday he imaginegd that Mussolinl is in no mood to talk

of peace at the present time, The situation now rests on

=~
L .
|

, Mussolini's promise to withdraw the troops from Spain

bl =

immediately after the 2nd of May, Chamberlain is Very

distrustful of him now and is watching to see whether he

= 3 T

L -

will withdraw the troops ostensibly and attempt to send
them back secretly, They have information that he is nfw

sending supplies and new troops into Spain, Chamberlain a
is




REB

2«-#478, Prom London, AprJ&,lpems

is trying; to understand what this movement means.

His whole plan is to get Turkey to come along on a

el = ¥

reciprocal “Hasisj that i1s if Italy attacks Turkey

England will go to her aid and if Germany and England get
into trouble Turkey will go to England's aid, They have

not yet reccived an acceptance of this plan but Chamberlain
i1s rather optimistic about: the possibilities.  The next
thing iz hopes to do is try and win Bulgaria away from
GeErmany, waEre their tendency lles at the tresent moment,
principall;” becauge eighty per cent of their exports

are taken by Germay and alsoc bEcause they want a pleece of
Rumania onc a corridor to the Hediterranean through Greece
or Turkey, cand they feel that with Greece and Rumania

tied up with England they have not much chance to get

what they want in the way of concessiona, and that: their

best chanece it with Germany. However, Chamberlain is

vorking very hord to brinz them inte line, i
! Jith Turkey,. Bulgaria ond Rumaria, tied up the British

could remove thelr fleet from Istanbul and the Dardanelleas

N ond uwag it CLo-beEtter advantdge against the Itsclliana in thE

ik alao, with this kind of a line,

1 s£e what he could work out with Rasa




beneficiary vhen it is all over,

does not-5ive up hope that, 1f by anv

[

could be inbterested in coming alon~ o

W T B W =3
5

g Time and sttention

FAdd -Ld

used as a balt Tor theae eountries te
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EVE thnt E

ErEtiy
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vrould thEn definitely have Hitler storpe

S8ir John Siion ean find in a rather g

Chelr plong teo stolke sudd

but he is very pessimistic about this,

(o

Rusasin he feels

If there is an attack on Rumania, he said

Fronce, Yugoslovia misht then come into livc and

Ey rockeb
COME along

i
come through Hungnry not through Czechoslovakia,

iance. Bulg

JIE MONEY

cr

3=#478, From London, Apr.l4,lp,m,

is rather plensed with the way things are set up because

it looks 1like a free for all, with Russin the general

B

be1

They

and. Cerrific

T

=




rom: London,Apr.14,lp.m

the idea of keeping England and France in a
Ers the result of which will be to finally
irit, Chamberlain says that, strangely
ti=iuzi Germans are helping to spread these
to. atart a war and then have a chance to

..! ::,"'-"

nat there will be ao war if iLtlEr and

wtinue to believe that what the President is

temper of the iAmerdican "Ublic“, HE ia under

jion that-the President intends to send an

4

him out, but he is well aware Juat now that

entts atatements are the real balanee in the

the eause of peace,

e
=

KENNED
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Washington.

598, April 21, 8 pes m.

™| PERSONAL AND STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL FOR THE
 DIVISION O

_ i EUROPEAN FM*“SE;E\ETAM AND UNDER SECRETARY,
\ ¢ :

Ll .
A | The Ambassador being absert in Edinturgh today,

- L]
1 DEPARTMENT 7 ° 83 Al exander Cadogan sent for Johnson this after-

noon to convey the following highly secret informa-

Y801 /00" 0%,

tion which he sald the Prime Minister reqguests be
communicated to the President also,

On Wednesday April 26 the Prime Minister will

TIH

announce, probably under the guise of "a state of

"

P

Emergency" military measures of the first impor-
L tance, including conseription. The territorial ,

army will be integrated into the regular army for ?

& peEriocd probably of three montha, At the same !
| time a certain number of reservists will be mobi=-
1ized and trained to take over from the territorisl

army at the end of the perlod, the territorial army ]

VHAM

being then returned to its normal occupations and "

regular b




IMS 2-No, 538, April 21, 8 p, m,, from Londony

regular training prescribed for those forces, A;

the end of another three months fth: exact length

of time has not been fixed) the mobilized r:qirriatu

will in turn be released and thelr places taken by

the new cadres of young conscripts who by that time

will have recelved their training, 4
The .decision on conscription doubtless will |

have unfavorable repercussions in Germany. Thk

Govcrnment with a view therefore to "softening the

blow" proposes to send Sir Nevile Henderson back

tc hils post on Sunday or Monday next with instruc=

tions to communicate the information to the German

Government perhaps twenty-four hours in advance of

announcement here. The Government feEels 1t impor=

tant to have the Ambassador back in Berlin before

thz announcement 1s made on Wzdnzsd&y and 1t is for

thls reason only that his return has been moved up

from the original scheduled date of April 28, The

Under Secretary sald that.they feel sure that his

accelerated return will be interpreted in some

quarters as a reversion to the policy of "appease-

ment" of Germany and he was quite emphatic in

saying




4
ILMS 3=No, 538, April 21, 8 p, m., from London

saying that the Ambassador's return at this particu=-
lar time had no meaning at all other then the onk
ﬁbnvs given, I understand that the French Ambassa-
dor 1s likewise returning to Berlin about the same
time and in advance of his originml schedule,

(END SECTION ONE)

o
|

NNEDXY.
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the Lime of the German occupation

digter announced in the Housk

would

this Covernment would wWelcome

Ge yrmans. ©h

the interrupted trade talks,

that

He Under Seeretary stated

g foregoing and that the

to 1ta not bBEcCOMIn

LoncE

EVEnt.  The British Ambassador

tooadvise Prime
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] Under Secretcry expressed his doudt
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robably be made

E -tyade 1blons. with' .Germeany
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Cadre 347 th a . reference will
tnis in the amnouncement on ‘fedncsday; that
to work in come sort of statement. to

public. Before’ EiE

Jf' ability of responsible French officials to keep sEcrets
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4:18 peMa

Czechoslovaklia
Cormmons

broken offs

they will ©ry

indicate to the

reaumption of
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1
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JTRATCTLY CONFIDENTIAL FOR THE SZCRETARY

cular int ting about hia discussions with the
Fritish, except, of course, he 1s urging two things:
N a3 hat: conscrip

t1ion is ths best psychological means of doing that,
and (2) urging them not to have anything to o with
Russia until there actually is a war, breausc,

all, Russia docs not think the same way and jig not

really intercsted in pemrce as the TEST of the, world
understands . it.,
The interesting part of his talk was aboutb his

meeting with Hitler, He said he 1 convinced

[

Hitler does not want war and to prove that he

&= - .
the GErmans

Hitler, in great excltement, told ‘him

poOSsSE3sSEd scientific means of destroying *{ties ‘and

towns and that the world in its wildest conceptionsd
has no idea of what a next war would be but he sald

}f.j-'! C 2 uy’!ﬂri:'_.l i

Deemmmuent o S 4

after

0211/00°0¥%L
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~2« #550, April 25, 1 p.m, from London

after we have destroyed one another there will be almost
nothing left and what 1s left Russia will enjoy. He
sald Hitler shows great hatred for the British parti-
cularly and that for the United States his hatred is not
so great; Hitler sald President stands alone; "that he
has not his country behind him", He also said "England
is trying to make my country starve; it 1s utter nonsense
for the British to say that I have ever wanted to take
Holland, Switzerland or Belgium, I have never concelved
it and I have .never intended any such thing."

Gafencu believes that in spite of the fact that he
does not wont to go to wor he is going to try and win
Danzig and the colonies with a battle of words, He said
the GErmans typified brute strength and that the English
are boo gentlemenly. He believes the only way to fight
Hitlér is to be rough and tough, He sald Hitler's.
rhilosophy is to atart off by trying to have right. on
his 3lde s6 that hils ‘own people ond a great many people
in the rest of the world will believe there 1s some
Justificntion for his actions, This was true in Austrin
and the Sudeten. but he failed when he marched: into
‘zechoalovekin and Gafeneu believes that the British
should say to him: "You talked about wrnting Danzlg

and




-3~ #5650, April 25, 1 p.m. from London

get out of

and the colonies becoause they are GeErman;

Praugue; that is not German. You are holding down

millions of people who do not want to come under your

sphere of influence."
Gafencu said that Hitler asked him if: he had. not
asked the French ond thF English to fight for him,

sl

Gafencu said "I did not ask them; if Rumania is
attaclrd she will fight for herself; if they help. me.,
well aud good". Hitler then sald: "How long hnve you
been o diplomat?" and Gafencu sald: "Four ‘months but
I was n soldier fc% o0 years", and Hitler smlled.
Gafeneu said he told Goering, whom he met on his
woy-back from Itely, that when he started to make the
cconomic decl with Germany, the piéplt of  Ruman
.

agreed that they had to work out some denl with

Germany, Whes: 3% came time.to sign the QgreEmENt,

Germany had in tLe -meantime token nosacasion of SE2ECho
slovakin and the people were anll nﬁ'1L ﬂ GErman 1
Gafeneu gnaid to Goering, who haod two of ‘his ‘lleutenar
in the room with him, "it is no use to say Yugoslawi
and Germany; th s [
eal with you,
1trengtl (
¥ [ % i :‘_.- ET © ¥ ! i ¥ 1'-




-4¢ #550, April 25, 1 p,m; from Lendon

people of nll nations are against Germany because they
do not know the extent of their desires"™, He said
Goering nodded and looked at his two lieutenants and
they snid there probubiy waes something in that,
Gafencu believes, from what Eitler sald and from
what Ribbentrop, whom he calls his master's volece, said
and from what Goering intimated without having seen
gither Ribbcntrop or Hitler thnt Danzig is the next
issue and will probably be used in his answir to the
President end the question of colonics, He saild
Hitler tnlked to him for half an hour about colonies
and how they wanted them and even though he knew that
Gafencu hod no colonies, Hitler sald: "I do not want
the eolonics of Holland, Belgium or Portugal; EvVen 1f
they were to offer them to me I would not take them,

I want Germon colonies baek,"

KENNEDY

GVS/CY JUYL
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£=#601, From London, MNay 3, Tp.mn,

corresponding reasonableness and moderation and that the
= 1 +9 ot ~ n e ey u 1 Py T e r 5 - . . | i
orltish Govermnent will be kept fully informed of Polish
[al ol | & apd gy e 'l 3

officiul views-and of any policies whiech that Government

ray declide to adopt toward GeErminy. The British Arbassa-

dor-ac Warsaw will be instructed acoin to bring th

m

conslaerations to the attention of Colongl Beek befor:
Friday next together with an intimat 3

Ehat nothing shoul

111 close the door * Epat on
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X
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F STATE
pEPARTMENT OF STATE |

¥ '.?"" Lifg" s
itrd y confldential, -Instructior i A 1 b~
rEply i usaian proposals we E
L]
Saturday, not cfriday, night. The Eritisk Asbuasgad !

before communicating the reply snd discusslng 1t witd

new Soviet Minister for Foreign Affairs is to assure

IRe)r/2

himsglf that the Russian proposals (my 514, April 16
7. p.my) 8111 stand and that the change. of -forelegn

ministers does not indicate sny vital ‘change in Russiar
foreign policy., If the Ambrssadér discovers any reason

to bellieve that there is such a change, he will deley

recp

presenting the British reply and =111 falc;ruphfrdﬁ'Ltr
instructions, 2
With reference to point (six). of the Ruasian
proposeals (penultimate paragraph my 514, Aprilc 18, 7 p.ne)
the Forelgn Office observes to the Ambassador that the
British Governmeént quite understinds thé reasons which

prompt the Soviet to include such a proposal, It 1s felt

here




=2= #640, May 8, 10 p,m,, from London.

here however that it presents practical difficulties
and the Forelgn Office hopes that the Ambossador
will be coble to dissuade the Russians from inaiating
on its inclusion in any final sgreement; should an impasse
be reached on this point however the Ambassador 1s
requested to consult further with London as the British
do not went the negotliations to break down on this point
nor in: faect on nny other particular point.

The new British suggestion is almost identicnlly the
some a8 that set forth in the fourth paragraph of my 590,
May 1, 9 peme, Except that the finnl sentence concludes
cs follows: "The anssistance of the Soviet Government
would be immediately available, if desired, nnd would be
afforded in such manner and on such terms 23 might be
ngreed"., The expression "on such terms” is an nddition.

Jhen the originnl British proposal was made to the
Soviet Govermment on April 14 (my 504, April 16, 9 pems)
1t wns not Inteénded to suggeat that the Soviet Government
should commlt itsell to intervention on behalf of Rumania
and Poland regardless of vhether Oreat Britaoin and Fronce
had already implemented thelr pledges to those countries,
ond if the Sovliet Covermment should wish to meke itas ovm
intervention contingent on. that of OGreat Britain and France,

the




w3= #640, May B, 10 pumyy from Londen,

the Britiah.GavarnmEnt for its part would not object,

It 1s pointed out that the reason the British had in
‘mind for suggesting that Soviet assistance be confined to
cases in which the nssistance was desired and to a form |
which would be acceptable to the governments to be nsslsted, |
1s to bg found in the attitude of those goveErnments
themselves rather then: thot of the Britlsh Government,

The Eritish object 1s to arrange quickly for help and
protection to Poldind and Rumanla, nsz theost countrles

dre the ones most 1mmediately threntened, chd to arrange

for this help in the ' way vhlch may seem best caleulated

to deter ony aggression agoinst thems. I6 had seemed fo Iy
the British Govermment that the formula first suggested

tc Mosocow, taken together with the unllaternl assurances -

alrendy given by Grent Britoln ond France fo ‘Rumanlna

end FPolond, would be the best way of gtcuring the desir
object although in effect the Soviet Government w LEINE !
naked to commlt 1taelf less complebely than the FPrencl :
and: the Brltlsh were commltted, in thaot 1t LedpE
itself | give naslatnnce only 11 Esired by the countr
which I'E el t C . |
he mrincipl ok B % rl i { .
n i 1 ET | 1 1 A L& slile
¢ ittlE o ] f 2 1 tea,



=d= #640, May B, 10 pei., from London.

would require too long o time for negotintlon and do not
ke ascount of the extreme diffieunlty of the Follsh
nd: Fumanian positions,

Poland nnd Turkey occupy the key positions in the
aystem vhich the British ore now endeavoring to peErfectes
*Mth pespect to Turkey there 1s no difficulty ns far ns
Rugssin 1s concerned, for the Turkish Government 1s quite
willine to ~sscclate itself with the Soviet GoveErmment
in ny defensive arrongements that nny be reanched, -

The cituation of Poland however is entirely different
and tHEe attitude of Poland toward any close political
nssoeintion with the Soviet Government is well known

to that Government nnd muat as o fact be taken into
cocount,y This attitude i1s thot the Germon Government
vould regard ony political association between Polaond
nnd Soviet Russin na pvoveun@ivc and such an nssoeclation
would involve Polond in o risk of var which cught to

bE wvoidcﬂ._ The same considerations would cpply to the
enges of Rumonic.

The BEritish fegel that the most effective way in
building up & front against oggressors 1is to gtort
with what 1s practicable to realize nt once ond that the
first step 1s to endeavor to assure the safety of stntes

! : most
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This telegram must be
closely paraphrased be- LONDON

fore being communicated

to anyone, (C & D) Dated May 24, 1939

A

Rec'd
DIVISION Ui -
EUROPEAN AFFHI®

' Secretary of 8 gtEHAY 27 193

Washingtonr,

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

734, liay 24, 8 p, m.

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL FOR THEZ SECRETARY OF STATE 4

628/ 1.9 1vL

I have just seen Halifax and delivered to him the
messages contalned in your 381, lay 23, 11 a4 me

HE told me that after his conference with the
Russians in Geneva he'made up his mind that if he were
going to make any deal with them 'nt all it would more or
lzag hnve to . be alon:_thzir lingeas 8o with that firmly

/
fixed 1n his own mind he ecame back this morning and sold

the idea to the Cobinet but, in . order thaot thHeir
huniliation will not be. too great in having to step down
from thedr originel plan and accept the Russians! plaw,
3

they deeided to put it under the clow: . of the Learue U
platform of anti-aggression and bring in Peland and Tupic

and all the rest under the same canopys.. But what it renlly
amounta %o l1s thuat France, Russla, 2nd England will (T Bn

inti-agsreaalion paet, all agreeing to come to the aid o c




2-#734, Prom London, May 24,Bp.ne

others if they are attacked by any European power and also
if any ong of the countriegs finds itsclf involved iIn a war
with anyone to protect any country the others ﬁill join in.
They intend to handle the Baltic ﬁtat:s h& making an
agreevent that if any statgs are attacked while trying to
preserve neutrality they are all in to save them, This is
going to require some maneuvering and o good deal of secrecy,
but ‘Halifax. is ﬁf the opinion that it will finolly work out.
The BRussians have evinced a great willingness to have staff
talks with the French amd English as quickly as poasible,
once the agreement is signed, in order to prepare to use
thedr resources, and Halifax is of the opinion now that,
unless there is aome nigger in the weﬂdpii: he cannot see,
the arrangement will be made, He said the French told

him they have almost agreed on their deal with Turkey, so
that is cleaned up.

He told me he had a long private talk with Ambassador
Dirksen away from the Foreign Office. Dirksen told him
that whatever might be sald of Hitler, he was not without
judgment and sense and he was nutlguing to take on a row
with France and England and Turkey and Poland and Russia
(and the United States not far behind)e Here Halifax
, thought




thought it very strange that Dirksen should Include Ruasic,
at o time when it looked like there was a very wide breach
between RMusgia-and Epgland in the segvtlement of thelr

difficulties. Holifax then suggested to Dirksen that

word be zot to Hitler that if he would make 2 speecihh or
a pesture of some kind that he did not woant war and that
he wos hoping for peoce and that while Danzig was
it eould probably be worked out, regordless of what popular

opinion in this country might be, ik  assured: Dirksen

that offiecinlly England would welcome the statement and

-

vould 80 TEDPlYe

e meantime is preparing a speech whileh

ct

Halifox in

he is going to gzive before some organization, trying to hold

the door open for tconomie discussions with Hitler and has
suggested that he will let Dirksen BEE the speech belore

he delivers it %o see if any suggestions might be made.

wd

KENWEDY
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to anyone, (C) . FROM Dot ed June 7, 1939
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Secretary of State,
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STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL .FOR THE SECRETARY OF STATE.
Have just talked with Halifax, The Russian sltuation
i1s becoming a bit myatErious to him, They had planned
to send for Seeds, as reported in my 787, June 6, 9 pem.,
but he was taken down with influenza this morning, and
instead ﬁhey arc sending a Foreign Office representative
to Moscowe They believe that if they can get Molotov to

sit around a table they can answer all his arguments,

- ‘but a suspicion 15 beginning to dawn on them that he

may bE taking them up a very dark road, Halifax sald
that Phipps told him Bullitt had advised him not to press
thg Hussians too much; that they would give in at the
fingsh, but Halifax does not know what they are llable to
doy

As to the German situation, they have no indications
at all where Hitler is going to jump, Burckhardt, the
High Commissiongr from Danzig had an hour with Ribbentrop,

whg told Wm that if there were no further incidents and
: the

T

6L9/19" 1¥L
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=2= #7798, June 75 6 pemg, from London,

the Pqgllsh papers would play it down, the Germans wou
make every effort to KEED -pEACE 1n Danzlg pending the
ilacussions, Halifax does not Know WhEther this 1s

another attempt on the part of Ribbentrop tc allay
suspicion on the: part of the British while at the same
time the Germans ape preparing. Halifax said there is

no question but that German propaganda is beginning

“have the effect on the German pPEOplEe that they are beln

[

Encircled and since Hit1er will never see Henderson, he
is looking around for a man like Lord Derbyv or gomebody
who spenks GErman who could g0 to Germany on a wacation
or a botany expedition or gaomething and try to Findl
out on what basis Hitler would talk turkeys,

He renlizes that the 8iltuation as 1t is today
eannot go on indefinitely, Something must break,

As to the Italian situation, he said Mussolini has
told Loreine that since the British have made a Turkish
agreement there does not seem to be any SenstE in keeping
the Anglo=Itnllan agreement, They have anawered this
with a rather firm note to the effect that they regard
the Anglo-Italian agreement ns one conducive to good
feeling and pence and if Mussolini regnrded 1t in the

same way, they wanted to maintain ity Af he does not

that 1s his lookout,

Haolifax




Halifax told me he received a letter from Grondl
two days ago saying he wos called back to Italy ond
therefore would not be able to attend the dinner in
honor of the King's birthday tomorrow night, ‘He asked
Grandi to come to see him cnd toid him abéut these
Exchanges in Romes Grondi told him he knew nothing
about 1t whatsoever, Halifax chided him on his vicicus
speech made here a week or ten days ago and Grandl said
his position at home was being so seriously damaged
in the Fascist "Party that 1t was necessary for him to
make this speech; that he had not intended it to be
published but that some of the leaders in the Faseist
Party took care that 1t was publisheds thot he has now

. rEghlned his high position in the perty and hopes he
can-us€ it in the couse of pzlna. Hnllfax says again :
what this 1s worth he does not Imow,
-Halifax saoild that fhﬁ most serlous situation at the
present time i3 the unwlllingness of the French to trent
with .1‘_.}1r:1‘-*t':‘.1; Spaninards or Italinns; thnt he hos had 1t

up with Daladler ond thaot Daladier mave him nc

has
gatiafactlon at all and that he/sugpested te the Prime
Minister todany that he wrlte -Daladier & personal letter

ind eall attention to the faet that. England and France

led to settle

differences




=4=#798, Junc 7, 6 PeMee from Londong

i

differences and that France is the lgader in refusing to (#)
jtgffftrcncta that concern here I theught this point
would be of particular interest te you end tht President,
Hnlifax understands that France is getting morg
and more fed up with the French and he regards this
A3 VEry serious beenuse he feels that Franco will be
driven very definitely into the hands of the axisg EVERn
though he is reasonably willing to stay ocute The
English are willing to do most anything, Hnlifax says,
to get the French to play alonge ‘I would think that
Halifax reanlizes they are still putting conl into an
Engine that is not golng any placec but they are juat - |
KEEpIng it up because there does not seem to be anything
Else for them to doe
Halifax said we may FEL some :ndicutinn of what
Yhe situntion 1s going to .Be from Hitler®s reaction te
BeckYs attempt to settle Danzige Halifax told me
he hnd suggested an outling when he was nt Genewn

the basls of n reasonable settlement and he thought

that Beck was in A falr mood to noeept 1ty If Hitler
shows any indication of being willing to meet Beek,

then he 1s rather hopeful that gomething might be worked

ot

outg 1f Ke does noty then he expects the viorst

should show up PEasONably socn,

KENNEDY
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This telegnam must be LONDON o
closely paraphrascd be=  FROM .rtf
fore being communicated Dated June 9, 1939

to anyone, (D)
: Rec'd 11:35 agm,

Sdecretary of State,

Washington,

807, June 9, 1 p.me
STRICTLY CDEFIDEHTI#L FOR THE SECRETARY OF STATE.

He

I had a talk with the Prime Minister last night,

sald he does not regard the situation in a favorable

light at ally that he would not be surpriscd if some

i
B
O
E;
=
pes
o
h.

time Letween now and the first of August Hitler would
make a movey HeE regards the mc&t important thing that
could be done would be for the French to make some gea=-
ture to the Italiana on the question of their demanda,
He said he is very much surprised that Daladier i1s so
definitely opposed to even a discussion and thinks that
the fallure of the French to make some gesture may be
the determining point in trouble starting. He is con=-
templating writing a peraonal letter, after Monday,
urging Daladier to do something,.

In anawer to the critics who say that Mussolini is
so tied up with the Germans that any gesture by the

e French could not possibly aid the democracies in their
<y : desire




=2« #807, June 9, 1 psms, from London

desire for prace, he says he docs not feel 1t any
ltrfmgzr for him to think that Mussolini would be anxious

. to have some sort of deal with the French than was his
prediction that the Italianas would be withdrawn from
Spain during the month of May., He said that his ideam
that the Italians would evacuate was not at all supported
by most of his associates and the idea that Mussolini
would welcome in his heart an agreement with the French
is also not supported by most of his assoclates, The

' gesture that he and Halifax made to Germany yesterday

,”’? in their statements to Parliament was Chamberlain's answer
to German accusation of encirclement and the charge that
the Britiah, once having attolned a strong polltical
position, would be averse to making any cnnceaaiﬂnu*
whatsoever, and at the same time a hint to the French to
get buay and help defense,

The Russian situation 1s most annoying to him, He is
: not at all sure that the Russians have the slightest idea
’ L of eoncluding the pact and 1f they do not accept the

latest proposition,he on the ethsr hand, 1s not at all
sure that he will not call the whole thing off,

He is overwhelmingly delighted with the reception of
the King and Queen in America and again paid tribute to
the President in saying that, no matter how hiatory ig

written,




=-Je #EW' June 9' 1 p-m-; from London

written, the President's attempt to save the world
from war can never be forgotten,

Summing up my talk with him last night: he felt
he wos doing everything that could be done to put him
in o position of strength to condemn Hitler, but he 1is
not confident that Hitler, in the back of his mind, haa ,

-nﬂt decided to take England on, When I asked him when
he thought the time would come, he said "probably just
in time to spoil our vacations - in August", His ap-
prehenaion 1s not based on any new information but
rather on his inabllity to get anything out of Germany

that indicates the slightest cooperation,

KENNEDY
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London
Dated June 9, 1939
Rec'd 2:45 pems -

Seeretary of State, » (deuision oF
Washington, Tw

809, Jung 9, 5 pem, L_p;pmu[m OF STATE

In a debate In the House of Lords yesterday on
foreign affairs, Lord Halifax made a plea for the establish-
ment of mutual understanding and confidence between Grs#t
Britaln and Germany, He stated that the really dangerous
element in the present situation was that the German
people should get the notion that Great Britain had
abandoned all desire to reach an understanding with Ger=
many and had in fact written off the possibility of any
such thinges Disclaiming any provocative intent in British
forelgn policy Lord Halifax emphasized that it was in
fact the desire of the British to reach an understanding
with Cermany which would not only assist in the settlement
of particular gquestions but which might also plaag the
r:}nticns of the two countries upon a securc footing of
mutual confidences He insisted that allowances must be
made on both sldes for different points of view and that
there should be a readiness to accept a give and take P

hnﬂia-

Lord

* g
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2=No, 809, Junt 9, 5 pem, from London

Lord Halifax poinﬁzd out that, provided the
independence of hatlons was recognized, His Majesty's
Covernment was not only willing but anxious to explore
the whole problem of cconomic lebensraum, not only for
Germany but all European nations, He declared that,
after the usual necessary preliminarg preparations had
been made for the success of any conference, any of Ger=
many's clalms were open to consideration around the tableg
that Great Britain was only anxious to sege rival claims
adjusted on a basis that may securc lasting peace, ‘It was
Essential, he stated, that these clalms be settled by:
negotiation, not Ey force, as on no other terms could
international 1ife proceed, DLord Halifax took eare not
to minimize the difficulties and stated that the succesa
of any calm and unprejudiced negotiation rested upon the
" dssirc-gnd will of both parties to achleve thls end,

The Forelgn Minlster concluded hls statement by say=
ilng that he dld not share the view expressed by others that
war was inevitables Should the 1ssue be jolned, however,
he had no misgivings as to the ultimate outcome,

In anawer to a question in the House of Commons

regarding allegatlona erlsing ln Germany that Great Britain
was striving for that country!s extinction through the
destruction of 1lts trade and cconomiec exlstence, the Prime

Minlster,




June 9, 5 pem fron London

Minlster, by reference to previons statements, reaffirmed
yesterday that Great Britaln would not refuse to discuss
any methods by which reasonable aspirations could be
satisfied==but that the discussion must take place in an
atmosrhere of matual confidence, Mr, Chamberlaln then
concluded "I can only repent my regret that declarations,
whethe» officlal or otherwise, should be made in Germany

whieh do nothing to assist in creating such an atmosphere",

KENNEDY
















GRAY
London

Dated June 30, 1939
Rectd 13130 perie

Secretary of State,

opecking ' before the Royal Institute of International
Affairs 143t nignt, Lord HalATax in ont of the strongest
SPREEChES yit made by o member. of TLe Dovermmont, Reve
vigerous exvression to thi countryls fast crystalising
letermindtion +to 'roglat’ every form of pressure during
what 15 looked upon as on aporoaching vifal and critical
pierlods HE stressed three pointa 1h parileular,

Onees MIn the event of further aggression" he sald
Ner app

resolved to uaeg-at once the whole of our

strength in fulfillment of our pledges to resist it",
Two,  Regording the chances of eneirclement he stated

4!

"Germany is isolating herself (##) it depends on the
Government, and the German
German/Government alone, whether this process of lsolation
continues or not, for, any day it can be ended Ly a pollcy
of cooperntion,”
Threes Respecting colonies he declared that given
certaln conditions he "had no doubt that in the conduct

of our coloninl administration we should be ready to go

for
J.F

g3

?




REpresenting another clement of British oniri

Mr., Arthur Greenwood, Deputy Labor leaden . ant ot

night that in the ev Ent

labor would fight




=3= #0918, June 30, 4 pem., from London,

"I hear rumors today about a war breasking out
tomorrow; I do not knows All I know is this: that
Sritish labor==ever ready to try and urd erstand the
problems of other peoples, to understand the problems of
the German people==would, if the challenge came, stand
and fight",

“IIHEUET thought" he added "that I should have to

. use words 1lke that but there are greater things then 1ife
itself and onc of them is 1liberty",

All sections of the press have warmly pralsed
Lord Halifax's speech, " In the words of the DAILY

% TELEGRAPH: "The consplcuous merit of the speeeh 1is
that 1t leaves no room for any but the most wilful
mlaunderstanding. Those who pretend to belicve that the

in
Eritish nation 1s not/earnest vill have to revise their

calculations™,
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