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1299, August 29,

PERSCHAL., AVD STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL-FOR THE SECRETARY .

ol
My 1203, Auzuat 28, & p.m.

5 A full summary of the British reply to Hitler was i
telegraphed at 6 o'clock yesterday to 3ir Ronald Lindsay for ?'
communicetion to you. j:

The following is a resume of Fenderson's preliminary re=- ;:
port of his meeting with Hitler last night when the British C
note was delivered, @ Hitler has promised & writtem repl
for todayve In conversation with Henderson Hitler is rernorted
as having been calm but as usual self=contradictory.
sald he would be willing to negotiate with the Folea if there ';
was a Polish Government which wRa reasonable and which eould =
.control the country, He covld not, however, repent his ?:
Morch offer to the Poles. He seid definitively thot vhot he (3
wanta now 1s Danzig, the whole Corridor and rectification of EL
the frontier in Upper Sllesia, At one point he talked about ;?
»

annihilsating

C

:}4frt

I




-2« #1299, Auzust 29, noon, from London

annihilating Poland; said that he had the entire German
people behind him, the army was eager to fight, and he could

not tolerate any longer the ill-treatment of Germans in

Poland,
In reply t6 direct questions from Henderson, Hitler said

that he wo'ld be willing to discuss an exchange of populas=

tion, Henderson, however, thinks thkat Hitler was thinking

in terma of territorial rectification, and that putting nll
of the Poles out of the Corridor where they constl tute 90%
of the populatiom, and that this mental gqualificction was
undoubtedly in hia mind when he spoke ‘of "exchanging populc=
tions" in reply to o specific question from Henderson as to

his #illingness to enlisting direct negotiations with the

Poles, he scid he could not give o reply until he had studied

the Britich notce Henderaon thinka that there will bE .no

renl indicabion of Hitler's reply until the written answer

13 ine. Feelinz Expressed by responsible Forelgn Office

officials 43 that this preliminary repcrt of Henderson is not

entirely unsatisfactoryj that the door iz still open; that

the final dreision is balanced .on the edge of a knifej that
f1tler is tryin: through blackmeil to squeeze the last
possible advantage out of Foland without a war.

KENNEDY

DDM:ELP
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Ambassador
> his Government
Polish plenipotentiary did go
recelved and the discuaslons

(FMD SECT




o ‘eiecren TELEGRAM RECEIVED

closely paraphrased be= - LONDON
fore belng cormmunicated

-4 ML GEH G

to anyonk. (C) August 29, 1939

FrROM
nE




cJ
Thiq tEl' ,",1‘:"}.‘*_

closely paraprrosed bEs
-

‘ore. being corvmanies ted
to ocnyonts . (G

s o

liRP Ry A

AuG 30 1939

ﬂ[pl.ir'rﬂl: Wi OF STATE

——




=1 r ¥ 1.
IOYVETNME!
.I
il t
=
3 provoce
tl- 1.3 e

Limbagsodor at Warscw to inform the Pollsh

o

it eould not toke the responsibllity for
; : i
the Folish Government with respect to genernl

n but that the British Government hoped thot no

E TEzIArdEd

(s

14 be token which could in any way

\VEe Ambasscdor Henderson wos instructed. ecrly

2
i

kA infor: the Germbcn Government thit it wea

/

quite impr-ctiiecble for = Polish plenipotentiary to orrive

erl

insofar

[4r]

imn

|

o .

o

this GEX

1n¥e The Foreign Office cdoes not conaider that
iriand was intended to be taken with too great i

1iteralnesse Insofar as responsible officials are prepered ?

to express an obinion, they say that the German reply :
g it eynressly -states German demands is not as bad

we hern expretEds  They point ont however that i

o *nﬁqrprrhuticn of what “ia_ﬁhtc means. must é

1w borne in mind, particulerly the poriion dealing :

i

wi n nctional minorities in Poland cnd the re- 5

lotion noblem to cny rectifiecation of the fron= i

[

tiers

reply would w»robobly be sent this cfteErnoon,

ny might deaslre,.
note ig before the Ccbinet which 13 now

cid ot the Foreign Office thot the

KEVNEDY
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This telegram must DE
closely parashrased be- LONDON-

fore being communicated FrROM
t anyone. (D) Dated August 30,

Rec'd 4:42 p. m.

DIVISION OF
FUBNPLAN AFFaIP3 XA
R
LIy

3ecretary of StltE,AUﬁ 31 1939\

Washington} =~ DEPARTMENT OF STATE

TRIPLE PRICRITY.

1225, August 30, B p. m,

PERSOVAL AI'D CONFIDENTIAL FOR TTE SECRETARY,
Hy 1524, Auvzust 30, 7 p. m,

1 have just seen the Prime HMinister. The whole dis-
cussion was taken up -with the subject matter contalned in
my No. 1321, Au st 30, 5 pe me He is not. kidding himaelf
that this thing is ‘settled by eny manner of means and SEEs
great difficulties ahead, Frankly he'is more worrled

about gettin: the Poles to be reasonable then the Germans.

(THIT.d

¥e ferls there is a areat body of public opinion in England

6EBL 1 & -In
aoy)

} eaded probably by Eden and Churchill who will suggest to

ST renuepy

the Poles that they glve up nothing and that they have

Hitler on the »un, This, of course, will mean wer but in

the meantime he 1s urging Fenderson to keep telling Fitler

that after all the Danziz situation is a small item and

thet what reclly needs to be done is to work out the whole

furopean Economic political problem, which Chemberleain,
now

~ALlJo




From London, Aur

now with Enzlend solidly behind him, i3 willing to do~
with Hitler.if Vitler will cooperates  He iz hoping that
the Poles will give the matter serious conaideration and
attempt to work something out. Durinz thaot period, while
the British cennot urge the Polea to moke concesaions, '
can ot lenst point out the volue of o settlement to the
future of Polond, Of course, he alwveys remembers

Czechoslovalria in this picture and that gives him great

misgivings. He i3 not at all enthusiastic about the

proapects, but e is hopeful.
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

LONDON, August 30, 1939.

No. 3285 \ bl

SUBJECT: Prime Minister Chamberlain's Btntumnhgrl >
on the Eu.mpun Criais
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I have the honor to report that

ant in the Houge of Commons yesterday

-

the European orisis the Frime linister

..h?

with

w

indicated that the isaus of Ppeace Or Wwar was

sti1l undecided, that the Erltish Government
would work for peace, but
resolut

2 i

involving




=L=

aggression against it, a stetement which met

with the united support of all parties.

Sinoe the last meating of Farllament on
August -24, Mr. Chamberlain said, there had been
little change in the main features of the
Buropean situatlion., Catastrophe had not
come upon the country, but he could not say
the danger of it had receded. Alluding
Hitler's invitatlon to Zir levile
gee him last Friday, and
flying visit to London

Chamberlalr




-F=

opportunity of discussing with Germany the
several views, a settlement of which would
have to find a place in any permenent agree-
ment . But, he continued, everything turned
upon the manner in which the imiediate differences
betwean ﬁarnnny and Foland could be handled and
the mature of the proposals which might be made
for any settlement. On the latter polnt, he said,
mje have made it plain that our obligatioms to
Poland, cast into formal shape by the Agreament
which was signed on 2£5th August, on Friday last,
will be carried out.” g
Reiterating that the British Government had
gnid more than onece publicly that German-Follsh

differences should bLe susceptible of solution by

1
peaceful means, Mr. Chamberlain agserted that the

first prerequisite, if there were to be Any chance
of useful disausaynn, wag that the tension created
by frontier clushés and by reports of Incidents on
both sides of the border should be diminished. THe
consequently hoped that both Governments would use
their best endeavors to prevent the recurrence of
such incidents, the circulation of exaggerated
reports and all other activities that resulted in
dangerous inflammation of opinion. If an equitable
settlement of German differences gould be reached

by free negotiations, he gaid, the EBEritish ]ovqu:ent

¥

would hope that this might in turn lead

ph to a wider

AT A ont
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agreement which would agerue to the lasting bene-
fit of Europe and of the world at large.

At the moment, the position was that the
BEritish Government was waiting for the reply of
Herr Hitler to its latest communication and on
the nature of that reply would depend whether
further time could te given for the exploration
of the esitustion and for the operatlon of the

any foroces which were working for peace.

The issue of peace or var, ir. Chamberlain

sti1l undecided and the Government still
would sti sork for pecce; but it would

st of ‘its solution hold Tast to the




=5=

The country could not go from one September to

another always in a crisls over same further
gseries of demands. This had to be stopped.
His Farty was equally grateful to hear from the
Frime Minister that within the framework of tha
determination every possibility of = peaceful
solution was being sought. The last word azted
with Herr Hitler, and he (Sir A. sinclair) knew
nothing which the Government could have done at
this stage which it had left undone to make
possible for Herr Eitler to gpeak the word of
negotiation. In his opinion, there. w
one road whieh was barred by the Eritish
and that.was surrendsr O
higher sanction than the

a single nation backed by

In moving

hich wme

intended

tilnuous

day
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The full texts of the proceedings in

1=-2/ both Houses of Parliament are anclosed.

Respectfully yours,

For the Ambassador:

etV

Herschel V.{ohrszon
Counselor of Zmbassy

Enclosures:

1. Parliasmentary Debates, ausust 29
House of Commons, Cols.1l11=124,
guintuplicate.

2. Parliamentary Debate
HFouge of Lords, Cols
guintuplicate.
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PLAIN
LONDON

Dated September 2, 19830
Ree'd 2130 p.m.

Secretary of State,

Wasidngzton,

1389, Sesptember 2, 10 p.m.

Lord Halifax has just made s statement in the House of
Lords to the followirng effect: His kajenty's Ambassador was
received hy Herr von Ribbentrop at 9:30 last night when he
delivered the warning messege which was read to the House
YESCETAAY,

Herr won Ribbentrop replled that he must submlt  the
communication to the German Chancellor, The M bassador
declared hisreed iness to rséeivz the Chancellor's reoly but

up to the preaent no reply has beEen received, . It ia

poasible that delay has been due to propoasals meanwhile put

forwr ‘A by the Ttalian Government that hostilities should
cease ond there should immedlately be o-conference between the
five powera: Gpeat Britain, France, Polond, OGermany and Iteal:
While apprecicting the efforts of the Italian Government,
Hia Mo jesty's Sovermment, for their nort, would not find it
pogalbhle- to take purt in o confErence while Poland hno' bEen

oubject




=2« #1389, SeptemBer 2, 10 pem,, from London

subject to invasion, her towns are under bombardment and

Denzig her been node o subject of unilateral settlement by

force,

Fis lic Jeaty's Government will, cs stoted yesterdoy, be

bound to takz geftion unless the German forces are withdrawn
from Pollsh territoryv.

They &r:z in corrmnlcation with the French Government as
to the linit of time necessary for His ajesaty's Government
and the Frencel Covernment to lmow wheb) tLE GErman GoveErn-
ment were prebared to effect such

If the German Government. shouald 20 wlthdraw theirp
forces, then Hia Mo jeaty's GoveErnment would be willing to re=
gard the position as being the samg ns 1t vas before. the
Germun foarces croased the Polish frontier,

would be open for discussion between the German
FPolish Governmenta on the matters at issues between them

Ak R T
tEleme

the understanding thet the settlement arrived at

WRD One




=J= #1389, September 2, 10 pem., freir London
i
made to make the present situation perfectly clear, YEsters=

day Herr Forster who, on August 23rd in contravention of the

Danzlg Conatiti tion, became head of the atete decreed the
incorpor. tlon of Danzig in the Reich and the dissolution of
the Conatitution, Herr Hitler was asked to give effect to
this deerec by German law, ‘At a meceting of the Relchatag
yeEaterday morning a lew waa passed for the reunion of
Danzig with the Reich, . The international status of Danzig
az a "reg State waad established by treety of which dis

Ma jestyls Govermment 1s signatory and the Free State was
placed under the protection of the League of Nations, The
rights given to Poland in Danzig by treaty are defined and
coenfirmed by agreement concluded between Danzlg and Poland,
The action tokén by the Denzig suthorities and the Reiche
atag yesterday is the final atep in the unilateral repu=
diation of this ‘international Instrument which could only bé
modified by negotiation, Hls Majesty's Government, there=
fore, did not recognlze either the validity of the grounds
on which the action of the Danzig authorities was based

or the validity of this action itacelf or of the effect
given to it by the German Government, The Prime Minister

has made the same astatement in the House of Cnmmnna;

KENNEDY
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RFP =3- #26, January 4, 8 p.m. from London

There 1s no intention here of declaring war on Russls

and Lord Halifax sald he kmew that was the view of the
French Government alsc however much antli-Communist elemcnts

might advocate 1t,

A blue book is to be published next week of the Anglo-

11

French-Russian negotlations at. Moscow giving the full story
of the brecakdown.

(END OF SECTION ONE)
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cmed inclined to depreccate any immediaste

cxtenalon of the war front to the Balkans
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RAFF =3- #26, January 4, 8 p.m. (SECTION TWO) from London

affect the fundamental relations between the two countries,
Great Britain who now has her hands full in the west desires
only friendly relations with Japan, If the Tientsin incidént

can be ligquldated satisfactorily Great Britain is prepared

to do everything reaangahle to further these good relations,

There are, hewever, (4) limits which cannot be passed.
Great Dritaln canrot let Chiang Kal Shek down and she must
keep Iin step with the Far Eastern pnlicy ef the Unltes States;
from the purely Fritish viewpolnt Lord Halifax hopes that
American-Japanese relations can progress favorably, He saild
that he tiou}ht the recent strong stand taken by the United
States vis s vis Japan had teen helpful and he welcomed 1t
referring particularly to the speech made bty Mr. Grew
shortly after his return om America.
Lord Halifsax
r hlm any acute anxlety In
to. become any
the
iovernment 1a frankly faverable to the Allied cause
gent European war and that the Japsneses military

!
ghock: than when they received v




RFP -4- #26, January 4, B p.m. (SECTION TWQ) from London

Lord Halifax referred cordlally to the President's
message of yesterday to Congress, He sald he had read 1t
with the greatest interest and thought 1t an admirable
speech,

As 13 1lnevitable nowadays when discussing the world
situation, the speculative subjecf of war developments was
touched;nn. No one knows where or when Hitler 1s golng to
jump of course and anything 1s possi rd Halifax said
however that he personally thoug!

stay atatle for a‘long time and

one after the other until peop

(END OF :.:Ess.s.":?_J- "
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EMBASSY OF THE . |/

UNITED STATES OF AMW}C 0/
.f‘f.
LONDON, Jenuary 26, 1940# '

No. 4481 —

SUEJECT: Italy end Great BEritain Continue to
Exchange Military Information under
-the Anglo-Italian Agreement of 1938
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T The Honorable |
| 3 ,-r-!' | Uiy ] ["' HEL |
| . b i NEAR EasTEY Fiabe
rf { EE‘ The Secretary of State, '-—--L-'—._ "__{_'_J
' B o ﬂ_% Washington, D.C.
| &A = o= o .
1Pg ~ (g
_1{1 2| sir:

C eme——

EL\ I have the honor to report, as a seemingly
~ Favorable symptom of the state of Anglo-Ttalian
relations, the statement by the Prime Minister
in the House of Commons on Januery 24 that

HyD

the British and Italian Governments wers con-
tinuing the exchenge of militery information on

g

the distribution of their forces in the
‘. Mediterranean and Near East areas in acoordance

with the Anglo-Itealian Agreement of 1938.

o6l T2 ¥y




The ‘full text of Mr, Chamberlain's state
a8 given in Hansard is transcribed. below:

"Mr. Arthur Henderson asked the Prime
Minister whether the exchange of militar:
information affecting the Mediterrenesn
and Near East areams, as provided in the

Anglo=-Italien Agreement of 1938, has taken
placa? -

"The Prime Minister: Yes, Sir.  Annex
£ of the Anglo-Italian Agreement of 1l6th
April, 1938, provides for the exchange of
information regarding any major prospective
administrative movements or redistribution
of naval, military or air forces within the
areas specified during the month of Janusry
of each year. An exchange of information
on military matters has already taken place,
and similear exchanges on naval and air
matters will be completed before the end of
the month."

Respectfully yours,

Herschel V. Johkfison
Chergé d'Affeirés sd interim

RES :WMC

Copy sent to American Embassy, Rome.
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TELEGRAM R s
ﬁu telegram must be T“ﬂ&; ﬂ%
closely paraphraged DE-=r; Dated June 13, 1 ﬂ

fore being communical
to anyone. (8C) :

Washington.

UNDER SECRETARY.

My 2394, June 11, 8 pamne

Mr. Eden asked me to see him this afternoon to
inform me of his interview earlier today with the
Russian jmbassador. Last night the Prime Minister,
Mr. Eden and 8ir Stafford Cripps, the British im=
bassador ot Moscow now in London, had & long dis=
cussion cbout Russia and Russion-German relations in
particular. It was flnally decided that the -Fnrzig;n
secretary should send for the Russian /mbassador to=

dny ond make certain proposals to him of which the’

CHEIId

following 1s in substance the account given me by .
Mre. EdEne.

H;: reminded Mr. #aisky again of the formidable
Germon military concentrations on the Russian-GErman
frontier and said that the Britlsh Government could

not ianore the possibility that Germany is planning

T Y T e Y

ari garly



#2-, #2435 from London, June 13, 1941; 3:17 pwme.

an early military attack on Russia. He told the
Ambassador that based on this hypothesis, once
hostilities haod actually broken out between the two
countries, the British Government would be willing

to assist the Russian Government in the following
woys: (one) by such air action in the west as might
be practicable to divert in somg measure German alr
attack from Russia; (two) the despatch to Moscow of

a military mission of first class quality composed of
men who had actual experience in all branches of land
and air operations in the present war and (three)
gconomic assistance within the limits practicablEes

on this point Mr. EdeEn suggested that unless Japan
entered the conflict on the side of Germany, which
did not appear probable, this economic asslstance
might be got to Russia over the trans-Siberian Rail=-
way, but that other ways of getting economic assistance
to Russia would be explorede

JOHNSON
I




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

DES

This telegroem must be i
closely pocrephresed bee LONDON : ' }
fore being communicated FROM

to enyone. (SC) Deted June 13, 1941

Ree'd 4:38 p.m.
Seeretery of Stete,

Washington,

2435, June 13, 6 p.m. (SECTION TWO)

Mr. Mbisky salid "yes" and that he would be glad
to trensmit the proposals to his Government. He then for
the first time indirectly admitted thnﬁ there were German

military concentrations on the Russian frontier by asking

Mr. Eden if he could not furnish him in detail the infor- .

mation possessed by the British Government as to the

location snd numbers of these concentrations- saying that
it was always-helpful to check information derived from 0y
different sources, Mr, Maisky also asked Mr, Eden if he
meant that his offer of economic essistence would be
avallable et once or only efter srmed conflict had broken

out between Russis end Germany, Mr, Eden told him thct

it wes cleerly contingent on on ectuel stete of wer existing
between Germeny end Russie rnd asked the Ambrssador how .

he could expect Greet Britsin fighting such a strugsle

a8 she 1s now engeged in, to denude herself of prescious
moteriels to send Russie if Russia were not ot wer with

Germeny. Mr, Melsky clso srid thot the proposrls would have

"

he thought, a more sympethetic reception ot Moscow if they
could




=2= 2435, Juneg 13, 1941 from London

could be preceded by gemeral negotistions to improve

relations between the two countrica, Mr, Eden scid

e
"I suppose you mern questions concerning the Bultic Strtes
and related problema™ and Mr, Meisky sald "yes", Mr, Eden

"= i

replied that both Great Britain and Bussis were now faced

with an immediate military emergency and thst it was no

time to be discussing political end genersal relations
between the two countries as preliminery to sgreed ection

in the militery rleld,

JOHNSON




TELEGRAM RECEIVED ]

DES

This telegrem must be T RoM i
closely percphrased be= LONDON . -
fore being communicated i
to anyone, (SC) Dated June 13, 1941 '

Rec'd 6:55 p.m.
Secretery of State,

Washington.

2435, June 13, 6 p.m. (SECTION THREE)

Mr., Eden told me thet he hrd some doubts whether
Moscow will even reply to this communicetion but he
seld thet he end the Prime Minister end Sir Stafford
Cripps after welghing the pros opd cons of meking such
en offer to Russia hrd decided thrt it ought to be done
¢end felt there wos 1ittle likelihood thet eny herm might
come of it even if Strlin told the Germens, Mr;,Edsn
expressed the view even more strongly then he did when ;
I saw him the other dey thet o Germen atteck on Russia
{s imminent end he ssid thet the Prime Minlster was of the
scme opinion end felt thet Hitler would heve to meke the
Russinn stteck for ¢ number of recsons, Sir Stafford Cripps 4
is rlao seid to be of thls opinion, :

If the Russiens nccept these proposrls Mr, Eden
agld that the British Government will underterke to use
its influence for whet 1t may bEe worth with the Finna
to hold them in line end to get en engegement from them

thet they will not join in the wer egeinst Russic,

promising ~




2= 2435, Junkt 13, 1941 from London

promising them such assistance from Great Britein as

may be possible., In as much as there are considerable
Germen forces presumably with armement reliably reported
slreedy to be in Finland I cannot personally see how

any British assistance could be given to the Finns which
would not be of almost direct benefit to Germany in the
event of that country being st war with Russia. I think
Mr, Eden realizes this too.but he believes that Marshal
Mannerheim end other Finnish leaders have not been taken
into the German camp and that they are awarct a tieup with
Germany now would seriously jeopardize Finland's position
at the conclusion of the war and British and Allied victory.
British assursnces might therefore be of some morsal velue
1f not of immediete utility, Mr,., Eden does not think,
however, thet the Finns could be expected.to resist a
Germen demsnd for passsge of troops through thot country

to Russle nor to teke any active steps of oppoaition agrinst
Germeny. They would rether expect Finlend nt best to DE

in the position of a neutrrl Hungery e

(END OF MESSAGE)

JOHNSON

GW
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Department of State
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This telegram must bE :
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5048, OctobEer 22, 1) palte

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL TFOI: THE SECRETARY.

;3.*
' Knowing that you are following EVEXY detail

of the situation developing in the Far East, I

T thought that the conversations which I have had

with the Russian Ambassador and with Eden would

he of interest to you and perhaps of some hEelps e |

Last night Maisky asked me to have dinngr with

him as he wanted to talk with me informally. HE
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is concerned about a possible attac

in Siberdd, He wanted the British Government to &

join with the United 3tates to warn Japan againat
an attack upon Russia, I saw Eden today. HE was =

distrubed on similar grounds. The question of a

possible sequence of events in which Japan weuld

be tempted to strike against Russia under German

of England as Russia's

VHM /Sd

pressure, the compromising
all seriously troubled

would not DbE

ally, and our own positlon,

him, Although hE recognized that 1t

o[ erjuepyguon

possiblEe




=2= #5048, October 22, 11 p.m., from London, )

nossible for us under our diviaion of powers and
treaty poaition to issue a jolnt secret warning
with the British to the' Japanese and nHeErhaps
unwise to issue .":.E;‘I-aratE indcpendent publie
statementa challenging Japan because of prestige
and "facg", he hoped that if we wert continuing

-

conversation with Japanese we would presza theE
Russian' causeE and he added that the British would
be willing to have it said in the conversations

that they would support our positions I did not
ask concerning precise language because I wanted

first to forweard the sugrestion for your considere

ation. f
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aMT London
This telegram must be FROM L/F"J
Dated December 19, 154

closely paraphrased be=-
fore being communicated
to anycne, (8C)

3ecretary of Statr/ il
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6147, December 19,

PfﬁQﬂHnL JND SECRET FOR TEE SECRETARY +
Far. _l"l)l-
Y**riﬁhﬂﬁ dEEle apprtci iteds Eden's cables

which I an forwarding in a sumpary statement confirm
your judgrient, The followlng 1s a aummary of a four
hour converaation that Eden had with Stalin:

It began with a full survey of the politiecal
situation when Stalin produced draft projects of two
treaties, one to cover m.tual military sssiastance
frrﬂuﬁcctivt of the wor and the: other politieal

llaboration now and after the war, The terms do

6l - . 834

not greatly differ from those which Eden had fore=-
shadowed and the latter gave Stolin o draft prepored on
the npproved basis, a further meeting was to toke plnce
n the following doy to evolve an agreed text which Eden

thought would not present any insuperable diffisul tv.

Stalin then sugreated the aignature of a sferet

NTEIONNT T100°0%2
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2= #6147, December 19, 11 Delie, (SECTICN

protocol embodying the joint views of the
G~vernment 2nd the Soviet Government for
ment Af pootwar  frontiers and csutlined in
his e~neeption of such n sEttlement far
whele which wns drastic oand SEVETE upn
t>1d him that Cor mony reascns 1t w
him tn enter into o segeret agreement
the United States
Government's own

ndvanced ‘to
his ca2llEagu
acegount to London where
\nd- the -1 could then

dipl
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Dnted DecEn

dhingt- s

TRIPLE FRIORLTY

Degcember 19, 11 pPel SECTION T0)

nErEEd this and-alss to. the pro=
rymriienbeEd t the United States Gov-

4

believed

{pernft, EdeEn nreed the

at Stolin said he ho

JAponESE

£ the Jag

that  th

AAn
biECctLVES

Hithert . the war prliey <f the

fi zht rear guard coti~ns vith

paduclly wearing d-wn the Cerman I°TCES,







TELEGRAM RECEIVED
BS : London

This telegram rust be
closely periphrosed De- Dated .Decerber 19, 1941

fore* being communicated FROM
to anyone. (8C) ; Rec'de 10:45 peme
Secretary of State,

inah 1gton.

TRIPLE -PRIORITY.

47, December -15,

aE discussal
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(End Summary)
ThEPE vO8 &

sgction of Eden's report which

hecaus e I have understcod that the army air seErvice

' W has held 2 eontrory ViIEWe The referenc€E rends os
o/

| ¥

hi' follows: Mas rrgards rocket bomub, St21in stated

4
this hzd not turned out to DE VERY ngeful agains
tonks, though it vas us kgl Wl againgt 3 ussia
g hnd found tiiat zirplanes fitted t c o ETE
ctfer nzainst tonks than These TittE L cket
LI..-
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=5= #6147, Decenber 19, 11 p.ri. (SECTION THREE) frem London

Please explain the poaition to Mr, Winant who spoke
to me about this just before I left England and say
how sorry I am not to have been able to do more."

(END OF MESSAGE)

WINANT

KLF
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Thie telegram must DbE

cloerly paraphrastd DF- Dated April 24, 184C
fore belng communicat=d '
to snyone, (MC) FROMicc!d 10:28 paefis

Scerr tary of Btate, ; l ;/f;<f

W r
Yashington.

0142, April 24, midnight.

Following & luncheoh given him bY the American

corrEgoondeate taday, which I sttended, thE Frime

Minister gpoke briefly off the record and then re=
plird to guestlionss While a bit on thE defeneive
at firet, he warmed to thr occasion and won tht com=
plete sympathy of an eudlEnce which is not accustomed

tc takilng peEople for granted, ' His FXtEmooranEous

spcech was devotrd largely to an expreesion of "
appreciation of the reception glven him in the United
Statee and to a plca on the jmportance of complfiE
Anglo—-American scooperation to sEF the war through
and to preserve what WE are fighting for thercal'tEr.

He eopks frankly of Japancef military succeEssEs and

in no way belittled theme HE agid he was glad, how- ;
eyer, that wt resalized in the United Statcs that -
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HitlFr 1s the principal =nEmy and thnt until ht 1le

defeated

7618 8 ¥dY




-2- #2142, Aoril 24, midnight from London

defeated the war will go on, whether the Japanese

ar® braten or note HE told the American corrtepondents
that by their understanding they could make an important
contribution to vietory and that their capacity for

harm was Equally great.

The many questions which followed were varied,
direct and not always discrest, Thoet in the last
category (such _ag "Where and when 1e the second
front to etsrt?") were usuelly perried with skill *
or humor, or a mixture of both,

One corresgpondent asked Mr, Churchill what he
thought of the French eituation with thet return of
Lavaley The Prime Minieter replied that he found much
thet was tncouraglng with regard to France that has
developed in the past two ycars eince the steste of
dcepelr at the time of the armistices Our entry into
the war, he said, had brought over to the sidr of
hopt and reEelstance a large segment of the French
oublic thet had previocusly been in deepair. The
sltuation in France; he gald, mugt bs vifwed with
great tolerances It is not £asgy for us here, hE weEnt
on, fully to r1rrfcﬁﬂtr the sufferings of the French, tht

conetant




% L
:--*J

-3- #2142, Aoril 24, nidnight from London

constant sErics of alternating threats - -and tantallizing
offers which their "oppre<sscrs® held over them, and
thtir.éumplstz helplessneEse to dsfend th?mgﬁlvza.
"Even Vichy'; he sald surprisingly, "doce its bEst,

I suvpost, to reeigt?,  When we are in o position,

he gaid, to give them help. they wilyl certainly do

all they can to throw off their "oprre=ssors", as

the actlon of tac French peoplf at 8t, Nazaire had
recently shown, He added, with & chucklr: "If

nEws camt through that some patriof had dont 4in Laval,
I can't say thet I would enjoy my dinncr any legs",

To the question whether he thought the Japanese
would attack ﬁﬁssia; he Et;iira triFflr that he
thought the chentes were fifty fifty, would Hitler
be deferated thie year, Et was agked, and answertd
that hf knew 11ttle more than hls sudicnce, IE
could not see thet Germany could be mlliénrlly

erushed this ‘year: he thought 1t foolish to count

on any internal collspsc this year =hd hf eaw nc
glgne of 1t, Frople react bedly th

le bed, they grow morE deEprres=d ng. the newa ts
woree, but thers comes # further astapge when, wit
thelr beoks to the wall, they fight dcsperatcly:



=i 2142, dnieht from London

rll this mey hapven in Germany,

mf. quickly in tHE last war,
thot they weuld have no longeEr euperlority
ir end thls was importent,

Ag to the postwar world, he gave no veEry specific

icture othrr than to emphasize tht importance of the

United S8tates and Breat Britaln pulling together,

He himeelf didn't expect "to be here to 8Ef much of
it", "As for a nemt for the present war, he thought

it might well bF c-1led the “unﬁscfsa“ﬁy war" for

had the United Bt-tce and Great Britlan pulleEd to-
ehter after the last ont and devoted thelr attention

to enforcing trestire rather than to cutting down

the gizf and numkrrs of eech others battleshlpe =

which ecould only heveE causted theE Germens and Japanese
to oucetion Anglo Saxon senlty — the war need névEr

heve taken placte On the battle of the Atlantliec he

gald thet he felt our "authoritics" fully reallzed

the importance of tht siltustion snd would, he belleved,
toke effretive etepe to reducte the very heavy sinkings;

he dors not howeveEr expeEct the "shipplne bottle neck"

to bF overcomt this yrer, Hesviest AmErican ship

production
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production will only comf in the lattery
The Prime ¥inieter efeEmed genuincly to enjey
-

himself and i believe that the time

acerpting (with Brendan Bracken) the

correspondente have bBEEn urging upon

peet yEar was well repaeid,
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