


CONTENTS

Communlcations from Italy .

Telegram No. 26, January 18, 1937, (762.85/279)
Telegran No. 196, May 3, 1037, (762.65/297)
Telegram No. 205, May 6, 1937, (762.65/302)
Telegram No. 224, May 13, 1937, (766.00/90)
Telegram No. 226, May 14, 1937, (741.85/363)
Telegrsm No. 228, May 14, 1937, (741.65/366)
Telegram No. 229, May 15, 1937, (765.00/91)
Telegram No. 243, May 25, 1937, (765.00/93)
Telegram No. 258, June 2, 1937, (762.65/318)
Despatch lo. 415, June 11, 1937, (762.65/322)
Telegram No. 325, July 18, 1937, (765.00/97)
Despateh llo. 488, July 15, 1937, (765.00/99)
Telegran No. 354, received July 20, 1937, (741.65/336)
Telegram No. 382, Augnst 20, 1937, (765.00/100)
Telegram No. 397, September 1, 1937, (795.94/9845)
Despatch No. 591, October 1, 1937, (762.65/358)
Telegranm No. 468, Novembver 7, 1937, (762.04/176)
Telegram No. 472, November 9, 1937, (762.94/182)
Telegram No. 476, November 13, 1937, (762.94/193)
Despatch No. 654, November 17, 1937, (762.94/215)

s

Despatch lNo. 737, January 5, 1938, (741.65/443)
Telegran No. 20, February 3, 1938, (741.65/454)
o. 34, February 17, 1938, (762.63/444)

T

Telegram N




Communications from Italy

Telegram No. 39, February 23, 1938, (741.65/468)
Telegram No. 56, arch 10, 1938, (741.65/489)
Telegram No. 80, March; 31, 1938, (766.00/112)
Despatch No. 845, March 31, 1938, (765.00/113)
Despatech No. BE7, April 15, 1938, (751.85/379)



















TELEGRAM RECEIVED













nrwsmn WESTLRMN
M AFFa RS

(“ AY 14 1937

DEPARTMENT of SIATE. |
















ta ‘WII:EI'E!?:’:ﬂ-.':.-w.
i MAY 19
PEPARTIAET OF 8T8







.
1
{
i
4
’
n !
: - ’
.
.I
3
Ghi
.
- . r
' y
.
-
] - ™ i ’
. . [ 1 0 el
5 ¥ 1 - - Pee ~ :
= A e | = F
3 ge o cots £ NEw rE) :
- - k L
-_T - A 5 &
¥ I I L ouG i L corie I
; :
'-.b.r ErcE h oo > 1 "ESBE and :
1 1 i
TR trade o o Em j # [ B v+ o P

- PYT LIPS




FrOM

T AR

|

lhhﬁw1

DIVISIDON OF WEET!HN_._-
Ei.yﬁr N.:LFFAIHI
71i193?

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

11T

VL

Qo2 /859° |










S —

—

J Dy .
& S
! T N
Ja
&,y -

e
L
My AFF o

Y ATk Tl Pl = P & l"'.l,g’.""i
UPEILIGGIRAM IR 1 lul,,( lulj’ﬁ}f ’ ‘e
[ “ 193
[ Orn







i ey o FROM p
L] r - L . . |
] ] m"“"m ERE i

l Ellrff_".rg AN AFE

2 mmr<3,¢”, /

. Pll'"" kE"I'T[HL b;-ﬂjL |

G)







11y




Ho, 258, June 2, € p.m. fron Rome

"Italy and Germony, firmly holding to their
do not isolate them from the responsible
ars watching developments vigilantly

'céssary means with a view to protecting their

and the no less essential interests of Europe "

the SBpanicsh situation today emphu
factors, among which is the
sang Iroi

cditoricl
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
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/\}J jashington.




was met at the airport by the Luce, the Minister for ro-
relgn Affalrs, t three Unders y the Armed
the Commandant of B T Sa0ra-

¥asclzt Party, Marshals Bedogllo and De Bono,

t of other hlgh Itelisn offlelels, and the German
After the usual militear; rs had been

Marshel von Hlomberg by automobile to

ixaelslor, He ¢ 3 ter ds placed the

cordial

lch, meocordine
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attended cavalry and

ing motoroycle and
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In the evening Marshal von Elombers, accompenied ?
his deughter snd starf, proceeded to Palermo i recht ]
"purora®™, escorted by the destroyers "Andromeda™ and
®Antares®. It 1 eported that he will sit v !
points of interest | $leily end return cme -on June
14th. !
Preas comnent In general o ershal von Glomt -
vigit refarred to its militsry charsoter, but emphatiocally
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contact hetween

or the two Countries,
Geyda added

not intended as

countries cultivate a "warrior spir

virile spirit ot ralth, strugele, and sacririce™ which

-

sustalzs  the laborious work or. th two. Nations, "they do
not intend to practice militarism as the scole expression
o1 thelr lsborlous and creative lifa." Hecent meetings
of military lsaders of other countries, Gayde declared,
hed been marked by an ostentatious clashing of spurs "to
creste an immediate, lively sensatlon of the presence of
the armed forces in the service of polities, Italy and
Germany will, should it be necessary; serve their nationsl
Pollicy with cheir arms, but they do not intend to develop
thelr international desians by, toree. of arms," Helterat-
ing once more that the Home-Berlin axis is directed against
no nation but rather as a "possible line of eoncentration
for other nations of good-will", Gayda asserted that the
present meeting "signifies no alarmist plot, but is the -
logical development or the quiet, ir rirm, poliey of Italo-
German collaboration.™ Italy's foreign polioy, he went
on to say, remained as defined by Clano in his speagh to
the Chamber on May 13th and by the Duce in hi

with Simms. Its orinciples/hed not been changed as a re-
Sult even of the aggressions of the Spanish-sSoviet Aeda,
"Italy end Germany, to the honor of Europe ,- share ‘the 4if-
fieult privilege of g the Tirst target of mun i'st
agltatlon. But, determi

determined not ta land




other words, not to Join in itz Irrsaponsibls and des=-

tructive foroes, This is proved by the ensrgetic but

rately 1limited sttitude teaken by them following

aggressions, feor which, desplte the number

vietims, Geneva will certainly not unsheatheits ex-

aents and repressive sanctions. The fore-
¢learly stated at the begin-
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more suthority than myself
an International conference to
problems of the present hour:
sulting from certein untei
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direction until the leading siuropean countriass have in

& tenzible way showed thet they want an aFreamant.
lussolinl thinks that the conference should FRET
realistically handle the problem of tha limitetion of
mements, which 1s the most thet can be hoped Tor st
nd in feot, once the more burnines difri-
cultles were solved or st least placed on the way to

reesons lor the ermements race would

o8t emphatic manner
unreservedly. And his gpood-
& wWents peace for his people,

African cmpire, peace
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

AMERICAN EMBASSY
No, | HOME, October 1, 1937.

Gnmmang_pp Mussolini's Visit to Germany.

Sub jeot;: Fress

rable
e 3ecretary ol

Washington.

In.viaw of tha vast amount of editoriml comment and
general publicity whieh have oeen csrrisd in the Italian
newspapers during the past few days concerning the signi-
ficance of signor Mussolini's rescent visit to Germany, an
effort has been made to selact from the mass of available
material for presentation to the Department an artinle
which la typleal of such comment and which synthesizes
the editorial opinions on the supjeet which haws thus
far appeared. 1t is believed that Mauriziso Maraviglia'a

iole 1ﬁ yesterday's TRIBUNA, of which & summary 1is
given below fulfills both of these conditiona. It is

dedicated "to that -urope which is not ya




In countriss mccustomed invariably to ob-
gerve developments through the sams lens and
to judge them by the same formulse, the Berlin -
meeting is & puzzle, Did it lead, they ask,
to an understanding, en elliance, a simple
manifestation of specifioc political sympathy
or to generic diplomatie cordiality? The eorli-
tical evaluation of the exponents of political
thought in the great democratic countries cem
g0 no further than that. Thelr mania for minute
diplomatiec details, particularly when contrasted
with the substantial moral foree of the speaches
delivered at the kaifeld, glves the measure of
tha aridity of spirit to which are reduced the
more authoritive interpreters spd factors of
democratic opinlon in those happy countries
where all ara free to say what they want, eape-
cially when they don't know what to think.
Kevartheless, the indlifferent amd monotonous
conventional form they oastentatlously employ
does not achieve 1ts purposs of making this

maating eppear as en ordinary diplomatic en-

counter. fhey fall to conceal thelr amazemént,
and in certaln cascs their emotlon, et e for-
midable spectacle of popular enthusissm and atill
mors at the deep spiritual appeal of the speeche:

made by the two Leaders,

Aecordingly, certaln persons praferred to be
ailent, though 1t was their duty on such an cooa-
silon to help publie opinion to understand the

evant. i'his ‘allence and the evasive dlsgressalons




of all the others are highly Hiﬂﬂificnh{ symp=-
toms which we must note as being the first
r-au}t of the Berlin wviait. They, in faot,
tell us thet the uruﬁlaa of demogracy are un-
willing to eccept polemics, that they react

in no way at all to the solemn Maifeld procla-
mations. =

It should be fully understood .that the
speachea, in particular that or'muasulini, were
addressed to the peoples that were absent rather
than to those who were present at Berlin. Musso-
1lini spoke to all the peoples of the Zurope not
yet fasclst and brought them face to face with
thelr responsibilities as =uropean nations.

When to the guestion (a queation-in itself
impertinent and tendentious) whether Italy and
Germany want war or peace, Mussolini answers
"peace,” the democratic press, though drawing
a glgh of rellef, lmpliss ascepticlism and ococa-
slonally openly expresses doubt. Why such glit-
tering of arms, asks one, 1f they truly desire
peace? How can the alleged desire for colla-
boration, asks another, be reconciled with an
antl-bolshevik attitude?

This mesans that we speak two completely
different languages and have two completely
different 1deas of peace: whiech 1s certainly
not an auspiclous aign for the world's future.

Democratlioc opinion meens by peuce simply

the political status quo, & desire to contlnue

t0...




-d -

to enjoy the presant proasperity won through
past wars, and an aversion to every movement
of ideas and intentions in sny way disturbing,
not just to their camfort, but to thelr opti-
mistle way of thinking. Like those who, threa-
tened in their sleep by imminenmt peril, show
resentment againat one who violently awakes

them, such persons reacot thus against Fascism

which attempts to rouse them to the tragiﬁ

feots of the historic hour which all of us are
now living.

¥alling in any way to understand the dra-
mstlo fmets of present suropean existence, thé
democratiec regimea conceive peace as a problem
that depends solely upon the determination of
a few men. When a sarious organ like the MORNING
POST says that Hitler and Mussclinl are “mesn
who. know perfectly that s suropean war would be
the last way to dafeat(their) enemy, bolshevism,”
it considers .ngland =nd Zurope ns not involved
gnd sees po . other perlil for pesace than the oon-
flict between Fasclsm and Bolshevism, reduced
to the misersble proportions of a quarrel between
equally exclted groups of heretlos 1in a serens,
trinquil world: and this means that the lull ing

" the democratlec countriea has

illusionad.

Fesclsm end (lazism, on the other hend,
conceive pence snd HEuropean olvillizetion as ome
yingls thing. Pesos todey "is not thraatened

BQsus




ir

o much in the territorial and politicel status
gquo as at the soelel end humen root of the indi-
vidual peoples of Zurope. All other sources of
politicel or ideclogicel differenmces between the
various nations must teke second place as against
this supreme exigency, which iz not that of Fas-
olsm and Nezism or of the Fasclst and Nazl coun-
tries, but of all European peoples.

Fascism and Nazlsm, which themselves are the
product of this more acute and alert view of Lu-
ropeen life end its requirements, heve fully
realized that todsy hi-tory has canfrc;ntad all
European peoples with an an inevliteble dilemma:
aither the peace. of Europe -- that ls, peace not
in favor of cdertain powers and to the detriment
of others, but pesce founded upon honest recog-
nition of the légltimate aspirations of esach

nation and upon real ogreement among ell for

the defensé of thelr common c¢iwvilization ~-= or
war Iin Burore.
ly peace in Burope can avoid war: only

mlvy
ence, that 18, can induce bolshevisam to relin-

juish its deatructive plans. All waverin

proecraatin-tion on the pert of goven nt
oples, ilnevitably further encouraging the
iwpresalve nims of bolshevism, can result only
in hastening the catastrophe.
Itels Germany heve colalmed t L8
™ or peace in Europe. It is nc u r
-1 I m 3 Li 4 1 t | LW P L
I t t th
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considered in the light of this identi-
fication of the cause of peace with the couse
of eivilization, Mussolini's word tekes on a
significance that is not at first perceived.
Thus alone can one grasp ites deep puthos and
extreme sincerity -- as in the reference to
Itelian bloocd sacrifices in Spain, which at
first blush might seem an lmpolitic move, or
as when he sald that he had little faith in
banal propagenda but much in the natural force
of 1deas ~-- and understand its real objective:
namaly, to hasten on that process of evolution.

Because of this intultion and this faith,
Mussolini's speech at the Maifeld 1s a doocument
which will be memocrable in the history of Europe
as the manifesto to that Europe which is not yet

tnsuiat;

Respectfully yours,

— 4
éaﬁwq«..q—f L _"'{-“-r'--L

_ Edward L. Reed,
Charge d'Affaires ad interim,
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2= 1476, November 13, 11 a.m,, from Rome,

preliminary preparation, He said, however, that he wos
Prepared to mect the British Forelgn Secretary at any
time arfter the ground fdr the MEELIng had been duly

repared, I pained the impression, however, that Ciano
1 v . ¥ Y Fal

would prefer that such meeting mark the successful

conclusion of negotiations rathep than entall his

negotiating with Eden directly.
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

ROLE, Januery 5, 1938,
COXFIDENTIAL

Ko 3

Subjedt: FPresen 1tu al 1 reletions.




to the Folish Ambas:=ador here, which the Polish Ambassador
transmitted to Lord Perth, who, in turn, gave it to mes.
AS will be sesan, the kKsmorandun enclosed desls with an
interview betweern the French representative concerned and
M. Anfuso, Asalstant Chlef of Count Cienc's Cebinet.
There seems reason to balieve that this interview
glven by.l. Anfuso was Intended to be brought to the know-
the British and Follsh Ambessedors and perhaps
getie rerresentetives, snd it mey be of Iintarast
to note thet. it wes pranted on 1037. " Tha
Department willl recsall from my telegram No. 2 of Jenuary
e, 19538, theat on Decembar 23rd the Ttalian
*iffoires in London celled upon kr jdan and pre=
allan proposition wt
discussions between t

AnfTuso granted the interview

. .
sbove mentioned démarche of the

indicete thet Ttely
STant ".:.h:;n
Tance Iy
Dagambaer 27
above comnectio

nressa




Znoclosure Mo. 1 to despeteh Yo, 7 Tapuary 5, 1
From !‘merican Zmbassy', :

(Copy)
Translation

Confidentinl Degember 28,

went to the I Felaga where
Anfuso, Assistent Chief of Count Clano's Cat . - During
the course of the conversaetion I dlluded the debate

recently in the House of




Thaet would even more enfeebls CGraat
would fevor Tokyo. If London doea not intervens
in Chins, lim ting itself to mnking violent but
letonic protasta, JTapan will comnlete tha oceol-
etion of all Chinese territory and the naw govard
ment of China wlll recopnlze [es, morasovar, the
Japanese news agancy Domel has snnounced) the
gontractusel rights of the anti-communistiec nowers,
ltely, Germany and Japan, es wall as thelr BCGLHmié
Interests In China. All this to the detriment of
Great Britaln (end alsc the United -States) whipgt
will Tind themselves onh an Iinferior footing vis-
a-vls the thres powers referrsd to. A5 one can
geg, the position of the Covernment in London is

A delicate ona. Tt i=s thHe Anti-Comintern accord

w

in supcessaive ects. ‘Undar these conditions, th
British geme would a> ear to be glear: pain es
much time as possibls, proclmeim = desire for s
general understanding, hold forth the poszalbility
of Anglo-fGerman =nd Anglo-Itelisn converaations
in order to mchi=ave complete rearmmment. But it
is evident that the ot'ers will not allow them=-
gelves to be taken in by this danperous but dis-
covarad geme, ‘that is why althor Grest Britei.
must meke up her mind to nesotiate seriousl]; iy

alse she wlll not be given time to gat resdy. It

1a in tnls sense thet a Zuronanr f lemand
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ary 5, from the Emosgsy =at Rome
this derpaten lg very slgnificant,
Pnillios's concluelon to the effect
ne interview given by Anfuso (who,
the moet influential of Clano's
"planted" on thHe Britieh
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sgem in Itnllan opinion Incomplete; and Italy would not .
apparently be villing to ncoept. the adherence of both Span-
1s! roments while on the other hand Great Britain
41 nrepared to exelude the Republlcan Government,
[hi e Expressed conslderable disappointment over
} ecessd ' lelay In recognitlion irent Britaln

1 el ) ag ! = - & 1 ¥ " ¥ + ¥ '
1 i k ] marded gl
] 1 ) | [ ¥
! 2 bnor 4
i i i ¥ ) el " ¥ &
I L.Llg
" } ' . i
- r 1 ; ikt al

' 3 " ] i
H . ¥ .
] v . 1 i 4 ; 5 £ e ey
3 L 1
bl A " ']
-
1 I o } 1




- v | [ - . E
A SJ==58 from Rome..

] . i | - - 4= - T # Yoy A - ] & =y A
1ar rVE rmel *E | i L= B - ! rn
i ™ 1 9 . ¥ L w= § - . 1 =1 T 44 ¥
of 1 ly implementing. 1 El E-Df rItisi
£ v v T 4 ' = T v o =y A =T =} = % - P
g 4 | ® - ik |y ! il 2 H . L
ey o 1 o g 9 b £y # aay vi= B o v =l a - a t+% .
ol EED il L MUICL LOT LIl TLE I :
' PR B R B ~111 Vvemoatre ¥ . . - hat P &
J # v . 2 = L x o 8 e e By
r - A [ # - ]
U5 E 137 IlE PI"OL Aregie lan Lk B
i 1 1 ! - | . T T . e !
- t o 1 T 'a] 1 1
H L L]
T ¥ x5 ! " ] b T
Y ¥ el | ¥ z i i 3 g
T T E 1 s ? » ¥ . -....
: .
4
I. - 'l 4 1 I




LG RAM CIoIV IET)

feeling of

warfare st

LAk A |

Irmationa

1gth -and




AMERICAN EMBASSY

‘anslat lon
Mussollinl deliverad
coneerning Itellan

with the conslderat

Army, Navy and Alr

In presenting this address, the Duce pPresumab]

ar
o

spoke
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spoke not only as Chief of the Govermment, but also

as Minlster of War, of Marins and of Aviation, His

remarks were received with enthusiastic applause by

an audisnce which had beesn packed for the occasicn

with offlicers of the armed services. The members of

the Lower Chember wers also present in force. 4s is

customary on such cccasions the streets and public

squares In the wvicinity of the Senate were thronged with

men and women and the leaders of several groups were ob-

served to be collecting cards from each individual, ep-

parently in order t¢ check up on those who had failed

to obey the summons to particlpate in the demonstrastion,

In addition to the points in the Duce's spesc

mentioned in my telegram under reference, considerable

apsculation haa 6l ATousas ( the significance
* Massolin injunc n to raslidents of lerge

ramovea theamselves




Enclosures:

1. Copy of Mussolini's Speech of
March 30, 1938 on Itallan
Military Affeirs.

Translation of above gpeech,
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Frontier
Derenses)

FUSSOLINIMS SPLECH OF MARCH. 30,1938

to the Senate-on Italisn Military Affairsa.

(Trenslation)

Lxuectly thirteen yssrs have alapsed since the day -
April 2, 1985 - when I hsd the honor of speakin; before
You on probleme of military charasctar. In thet now lonpg-
8£0, but p.rhaps not entirely forgotten speesch, I described
in its fundementel aspects the problem of our defenss und
of our organizations. I venture to state thet since that
time there,wes & conpess which [ ulded our progress, a posl
toward which we directed our energles dasy by day: a goml
which is summed up in the following program: to rendar
inereesincly efficlent end incressinegly to bes feared the
armed forces of ‘the nation.

After thirteen yesrs I desire to inform you in
the tersest and mest complete manner possaible, and with
the necessery reserve _on certaln de of what -has been

done for the Army, the Navy, snd the Alr Force.

The A

I shall begin with the smmy, upon which folls the
burden of defemse of our lanc frontlers. T add imedistely
thaet "delfense" muat -not be interpreted in a reatrietive

sense; frequently the best defanse 18 offense. Now,

regards lapd frontiers, nuture has seen to it thet

is guarsnteed considersble coefficients of security.
certaln pesses have been rendersad hermetic - vhich s
done = the Alps are, all along the remuinder of the great

gircle, impmssable, end not during the winter montis alone,
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Tn the shelter of this glgantie fortification, marked out
by God through the centurdes, there llves and develops a
pacple whose numerical strength elrendy places it, exclud-
ing Russia, in the thi-d plees in Zurope, while it i3 ome
of the most homopgenous pecples of the eerth. 'Within the
current soler yecr, Itely will heve mors then 44 million
inhabitents.  ithin ten years it will, in home territory
alone, resch 50 million. This fundamentel fact must ‘be
taken into account in discussions ‘of erms apnd armies.
ithout men buattalions are not. made, and -wHny men are

neaded to form the "big" battelions. Celling up men

between 21 snd 55 yenrs of age, Italy oan mobllize elght

million men: if the young men of 18, 19 and 20 are sdded,
ths totsl soounts to- more then nine million. Esgtimeting
thet 50 percent of this number is destined to service
behind the linea = which is Importsnt espeflally in view
récteristics modern werfare is assuming - there
meln betwaen and millien first-line combatants.
You cennot but sdmit, honoreble comrades, that
an imposing foree. 8 of March:1 of the ourrent
nd within a sho: eriod of time completely
largernumber of units than th which was used
ttle of Vittorio Veneto. Thia shos you how
ridiculous sre the polemics in csrtain tramsalpine circles
the affect thet tha ! war haz weakened ue,
{inktitution of two ummy corp® in lLibya or the
etion of voluntezrs ir e Speni wor. All
ntrary, Iormidabl
viewpolint of m
regards also T

I
tharefore




perfected, and es regrrds the officers and men who heve

]

hed the grest experience of a war lived end won snd it

thet

is the’ only army since the world war
experisnce,

Mong with those grest leaders whose numas are
Badoglio, Des Bono, Grazieni, there are dozens of ganerels

who hive waged or re-wnged war: they have, that is, once

more proved themselves In that supreme event in the 1ife

of peoples: there are thoussnds of officers of wevery rank
who heve led men into battle - =gainst a bellicose and
ocrual epemy such as the Abyasinlan, or in a war which
now assumad classlae surovean oh

thare finelly, hundreads

fought, mufferad

thiopia,




offlcera of the Itellan Army, of sll prmids and sorps,

by virtus of thelr lofty sense of duty, thelr plyslenl

and moral cour=ge, thelr Antegrity =nd chivalry, thelr

comradeship cnd spirit of secrifice, truly constlitute

a hisrsrchy of netlonal wvelues worthy of the most un-
conditional respect. As to the roblems affecting them,
the polley ls to solve these in such a way that the legl-
timate needs of individusls are raeconclled with' the su-
perior collegtive needs of the Army =nd the Nation.

No less meritorious ara the non-comnmlasionead
officeras, to whose condition the Ministry 1s glving its
particular attention.

(War In- To mobllize milliions of men, enormous material

dustry's
organiza- equipment is recuired, tha extent of which rasnges from &

tion)

o

million to e billion (as’'in the ¢ese of certridses for
firearms). The Cogefsg, or more intelligibly the Com-
missarieto Gensrale per ls Febbricazioni d4i Cuerre
(Cammisseriat Genersl for "ar Manufactures), instituted
in 1935 and most competently directed by Senator Dalolio,
is the body which coordinctes, controls, md urges on all
thoss plants which are uninterruptedly working for thes
armed forces. These plants, which are celled suxiliary
plants, total 876, with 580,03% workers pluced under
militery diseipline., T add immedlastely thut the discil-
pline of the workera in the auxilinry plants is
(Italian This is not the most fitting ploce to
theories
of war=- dootrine of warfars, a8 we have vworked it
fare.)
it up to date in the light of our own
past and recent experience.

are working to prepare men and I

For this reason thera connot




to the individuel treining of the soldier end collective

reinin- of units in closs =nA ompepn order; the infantry,

which slvmys wes and mlways will be the queen of bettles,
ean naver be sufficlently supported by tha artillery or
equiprad with ertillery; the sttock gan naver be suffi-
clently fed by innumsrsble ressrves so that tamotieel
uoeass mey become strateglcal success, which is the
Purpose of the battle. Notorization gan not ba carried
beyond s . cortein limit without theraby offsstting its
ges. The division, to be gnlled a division, can-

not heve fewsr than nine buttalions, The suparior and subor=-
linate officers must possess in meximum degres & senss of
responsibllity und spirit of initlstive and decision.
Thaere esnnot be sulflicient coordinetion or the notivities

* Varlous units and of the sup 1y sarvices, or - =

ds ths sum totel - suffieclent harmonization of the

¥y, end the Alr Force,
unitarisn conduct of intesral wa
cable .

roblem of unity

nd depandent




(Battleships
versus small
eraft)

(The Tuvx[

'ar - on land is facllitsated or hampered b
or l=saer control st seaa, "hat naval control mesns
the devﬁl:&mﬂnt 6f national power is demonstrated in

7

light of hi=tory snd by our own national exnarliance.
Itely, especielly Ytaly, has the duty rathsr then the

right to possess r navy worthy of that name. 'Te are

building one. Hare, tooc, the problem has simple terms:

construction, cadres, bases. Fost-war discussions between
the edvocates. of battleships and those in favor of innu-
merabls smallar craft have spent thiemselves, like all dis-

cussions of & rother theoreticel nature. It is certeln that

battleships are not 'u“fiﬁiELi to form e navy, but

still more certaln thet o nevy
famous nevel "spray powder". LVen
granted ua by the

have bullt battleshl




{Naval
Officara)

(Crews)

will be
approximately £40,000 tona.

Following the oapital ships coms the lightar surface

eraft, whose tonnsg: renges between the 10,000 tons of

gnd the 600 tons of the torpedo boats. This
is & noteworthy esggrezation of well-armed, fast, menoau-
verabla units, all or almoat all ol whlch hove been built
during our era. Then come the submirine craft. I confirm
to the Senste that Italy hes today the world's most power-
ful submerine fleet. e heve left gll other countries
behind in such & wey as to meke it difficult, 1f not. im-
posslble, to cateh up with us and wrest this supremscy
from us,

The cadres of the nevy are egual to thelr task.
Theoretical' and professional trelning in the IZivorno
woademy is beconing more and more thorough. During these
past eventful yezrs the Nevy hes given rroof of its soli-
dity snd stremgth. Its contribution in the cempaign for
the conquest of the Emnire wes fundsmentel. The officers
of the Supreme Staff, from the admirsls to the midshipmen,
are all consclous of thelr misalon snd ready for any test.
To those who, in dissertations on navel strategy, advanca
the theory that in future wars battleships will egain be
retained under guard in port, a&s durlng the Weorld fer,
reply that as regerds Itely this wlll not be-the case,
is not a queation of the coet ol the ships: it is a

quastion of the fiber of the mén sand of the orders they

will ruce:l'.ru'

Like the shipa' offlcers,

gngineering Corps, ol the. Varines,

are sgually worthy of mention. I




(Beses)

(01l
3tocks)

T e

warship, the duties of petty officers and apeclialists
are increasingly important. Training schools for such
speclalists are functioning in execellent fashlon. The
GuI.L. (Itallian Youth of the Lictor) is doing itas part.
The discipline of the crews is admireble. Never more
clearly than when boarding ohe of our warships does one feel
the profound physleal end moral change that the Regime has
brought about in our people, Every tims that disrespect
for Italy or Fascism iIs shown in foreign ports, our sailors
refuses to tolerats it.

Fundamental for the efficlency of th®s ncvy is the
axlistence of numercus end well-eculpped beaes. All our
beses in the centrazl and eastern lMediterrsnean heve been

especinlly reinforced. Along with bases, much work has

been done as regords deposits of fuel oll, depositas which

heve been constructed according to the most up-to-date
anginearing. eriteris on. the subjeat. ;n:.].r say thet wa |
heve surrliss of naphtha at/ hose to- cover the ‘astimeted
renuirepents for & rairly long period of operations.
The semes applies to surface munitions and torpedoes.
I deeire to call the Senste's attention to snother fuot:
that is, the reduction thet has been mede in shore duties,
i onece porfommed by navel forces and--todny are
rformed instesd by Lilitla formations. Comst defenses =
rteln sectors of primory impurlunce - aTre en-
trusted to the Blackshirts, who are carryling out their
3k in the most comrendable menner. Thus whet might
defined deploreble tendency to

slgnments




g "gonsclousness™ which

"navelistie™ in the imp ! T tha rd he
of the ses are hebltuanted toc allence, patience, precision,

risk: Italy cern count upon thelr courapge, thelir ocapneity,

end their self-sbnegation.

(The Alr Forca)

It is known to you, honorecble Ser that during
the yesara 1619 to 19ZE the liters
force wes deliber:

it wes only
iy Foree bagmn to
e consegrated ir

wings to the count

During the decande




Flanea)

\

(Fersonnel)

1# 1

in the Po Vulley but scettersd also)throughout oentral
and southern Ituly. The tendency of our alr engineers
ia toward a plane which can reconnolter, bombard, ond
defend itself; toverd a bomber whlch cnn effect bombard-
menta both by day and by night; for = pursult plsne of
high spesd, but sbovekll) of grest egllity. Our C.R.32's
= though not 8o fest - heve In Spanish skles wresked
hevoo among the festest Surtls and ‘Reta plenas. The

trend 1s towerd camplete, or virtually comnlate, matallie
construction. - The bimotor is indicated for scout esnd
light bombardment planes: but for long-distence bomberd-
ment with a BHeevy load of bombs, o trimotor is neesded.

e heve one which 1s muoh envied and In demand sverywhora.

The four-motor, under the present conditions, can be usad

in ‘eivl] aeir lines. Flasnsa with a grecter nurber of
motors huve s0 fer not been vary successful.. The fsmous
Do-X, with 12 motors, after great expectations wes used
88 BCTED.

In the field of eerondautical construction we count
on achieving complete sutarchy. The trend is toward re-
alizing a maximum coefficient of safety. A plane fs bullt
in a day - but mot a pilot.  The elrplsne is
which 1s made in guentity production; the
humen life. This whole subjeet 1s a matter of the most
intéensive aclentific resesrch snd priectiesl arpsrimentna-
tion: The City of Guidonia was o and 1s tunctioning
toward that end.

The flyin
ception of men tak
afl war - has oona

Academy ,.which Hhas |




pplied Flyin: at Plorence. Itslisn aviators = offlocers
snd non-comnissioned officers - ere now legendary. That
they buve done and are deolng In pesce and wer hes sroused

Their professional skill, their scorn

general admiration.
danger, 1s unequelled ir the world. Hundreds of them
heve now experience of two wars; many have fallen in
the performence of their duties. Tn Ttaly
Torece of 20-
result of the elr levy [system of

rsonnel) introduced by

vavelling emong th

aativity of

& T ooy

(Airports
1 landing

:Z;ld:}




yantl-gir
Defanses)

At this point, one must consider the possibilitlies

of active end pessive anti-air defense. For ective dalanse
oné must rely first of pll on multipllied reprisal on
pursuit-plane defense ngainst invealon where po=sible,
and o.l. anti-airoraft battery md machine-gun fire. It
must ba rapgognized that the entl-eireraft artillery
mede noteble progreas,. A ¢ passive defense, the

efficlent means out




new, ths
ten yenrs,
From what
will erise in your mind:
the fundamental onea, and to
part of my day. This work

by the assiduous, invelu=ble coll-bor:

Underseoreturies Perlidanl, Cevagneri, and Velle, with whon

every problen of materisl snd pen 'is examined and
we are working together ss comrades, striving tow
same ldentical objectiva.
Ancther conviotion, I belleve,
2

and that 1s that anyone who dared to

end intereats of the country would encounter,

gea, and Iin the alr, the immediats, reaclute,

ponse ol an antire peonls in arms, Eaving
¢lear, I hope that a third conviction will not
you: that 1s; thnt everyvythinge is in

wa ¢en rest easlly. .-reci:ei:,’ bacsuse

been done we must ramind curselves

resiains to be done

Thus we Iintend t

"our" peace.
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this % When, during the Spanish Wer, Marshal Suchet

asked the Zmperor for the use of the Itallen Falombini

Division, Nepoleon replied: "You are right. These Ita-

lians will one day be the world's best sold¥ars,”

This 1z what we want; that the Napoleonlie prophesy

ba transmuted into the fescist and Roman Teality of our

times,




EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A0ME, April 15, 1938,

Italo-French Relations.
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The Honmorable

_”ﬂ The Secretary of State,

F o -] Il
/I:/ Washington,

8ir:

With reference to the imbassy's despateh No. 858 of
April B8, 1938, concerning Italo=-French relationa, I have
the honor to infomm the Department that the Itelisn press

in genersl hes been publishing uncolored accounts of the
A

WAL development of the political situation in France and s

.j-\inclizaad to teke a favorable view of the new Daladier -g

Cabinet, although reserving its Judgment on the pnuuihilitg

-
of the Cebinet remaining in power in the face of soclalist ;o E
and communist pressure. | =)

It 1s ampparent, however, that the cheange of Government

in Prence is universally welcamed in Ttaly as Ziving hope
for

an. improvement in relations between the /two countries,
end rumors thet-France shortly proposes to send an Ambmssador

to Home are given prominence in press articles. Tt 1s also

i falt
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felt that the succesaful outcome of the British negotia-

tions hes influenced French opinion. The GAZZETTA DEL

FOFOLO, for exemple, wrote on April l4th that there was
no longer talk in France of interventicn in Spain, of
an allispce of the great democracies sgainst the totali-
terlen regimes, or of war against Itely and Germany, but
thet there was now talk that Frenoe might hasten to fol-
low England's example, The Covernment spoKesman,an the
other hand, while affirming that. he had no. knowledgs of
the Intentlions of the new French Government as regardas
non-intervention in Spain, mainteined that French assis-
tunce to Bercelona had been intensified during the pest
two months end that the Deladier Cesbinet cerrled the burden
left by preceding Govérnments which had brought France to
the brink of war. In his article of April 14th, = full
summary of whieh is, enclosed, he msde further "revelations"
regarding French intervention and, in rerticular, regarding
the activity of French militery officers in Spain,

It has =lso been emnounced that/ new payment snd com-
merclal agresments between Ttaly and France were si ned
on Aprll l4th. It is understood thet these ggreements
abollsh the clearing system snd reestablish fresdom of
payments between the two countries, muking pozaible the
resumption of normal
alse provide for measures to insure & progressive ligui-
dation af French cnrhar¢}~1 arrears and payment of Tinancisl
oredits and for the esteblishrent of a mixed scommission to
superviae the applliecation of the sccords. As scon as further

detalls with respect to these seresmsnts onn ba obteined




%o

an edditional report will be submitted.

gy

Respédotfully yours,

e / 4 - _‘/J'Ij' e f
/ .!(if {f’:t../}. -{I:-/ (e /g’ .-':_.rr

¥ Willliam Fhillips.

.iuclcsu:'a/

1., Summery of article
by Virginlo Gayda.




Encloaure No. ” to despatch Mo,
From Amerlican Embassy, ROME.

(GIORMALE D'ITALIA, Romea,
April 14-15,1938),
FROM PARIS TO BARCELONA
EORE INTIHV TION

=Virglnio Gayda=

{ Summa ry )

We do not yet know what Iintentions animate the new
Frenoh Government in regard to the polley of intervention
in Spain, which hes been uninterruptedly practiced since
the vary first day of the clvil war in favor of the Reds.
It has been intansifled during recent months, through tha
activities of the two Blum governments, which mlso . led
Franoce t.n_the brink of still more open intervantion and
of a still more immediate danger of Zuropean gatastrophe.

But Daladier's government still carries the heavy
burden bequeathed it by preceding governments. Tt has
often been sald thet Red resistance in Spain continues,
and in some points has become stronger, only because
supported by the Soviets and, espeeclally, by France. It
has been demonstrated that the defliclencies of the Reds
consist not only In the adverse spirit of the populations,
but in the lack of ertillery end motorized equipment. And

during the past few months France has with all her atrength

I
seen to remedying these two deficlencies. At the aame

time she has sent specialized artilleryuen to handle the
guns that have been furnished.

It was estimated st the beginning of March on a most
reliable basis, that during the pasat six months France had
gant at least 8000 automotive unita to Spaln. Proof was at

the same time gathered of intenaified shipments of artillary

during, . .




- 2 -
durlng recent months. Half of such material came from
Hussls and wes unloeded at Marseilles end taken to Spain
on Matford end Chevrolet trucks over ordinsry routea
across the French frontler. The other half was furnished
by #rence end teken to Spain by reil or by sea.

To this artillery must be edded equipment end means
of transport Tor seven full divisions, which were countsd
on to foil the nationelist drive that opened early in Nareh.

.anriy in April there was, smong other things, escer-
tained e concentratlon in Castellc Figueras, not far re-
moved from the French frontler and in proximity to the

sea, & large quantity of arms and munitlioms, including

I
fifty Oerlikon anti-alr guns, 6000 Meuser rifles, 120

machine guns, and 59 million cartridges. All this material,
urgently shipped from Frénce durlng the lest daya of Mareh,
Wes epparently destined for the Lister Brigede and snother
brigade in the course of formetion. The Castello is defen-
ded by four enti-gir batterles end &t the time the investi-
gatlions were made was housing 1500 forelgn voluntesrs for
the International brigades.
Supplies of arcs heve been Inveriably asccompanied

by supplieés of men. Recruiting end transporting of volun-
teers to Spain continues, though with lesaenad farvor. One
ne=d only atend along the romds of Toulouse, Murseills,
and Perplgnan, to ses the continusl pasasge of v sluntears
in comnanies. Among others poing to ain . recently was a
;orsican group hesded by one Giudieslli, who had & lettar

m Cempinchi. Cempinchl, who wants war with Itaely, is

extraneous Lo the msslacvafice Trenoes haos s ar ¢lven
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(French Military officers)

But the penetration of the Frenech Chiaf Staff and
technlecal experts in Red Spein is increasingly arnperent.
On January 30 last it had elready been gscertainad that

a high offlelal of the Undersecretariat for Armaments of

the Ministry of Natlonel Defense, Talf Mejor, had arrived

at Barcelona, accompanlad by the secrevary and other mem-
bers of the French Embassy, for = detalled inspection of
various fortifications in Catelonia, It wns obvious that

this officlial had the mission of helping in the orsaniza-
tion of Ceatalonlen defensea. He conferrad with the numérous
French experts slready in Spain und obtalned detailed in-
formation on the aefficlenoy of armaments, on defensecapscity,
and, particularly, how far France could in future count on
the men instructed end trained in Cataelonle by French ex-
perts, using the same methods and srmaments as in the Trench
ATy »

There 18 an aspect of the problem et this point which
must ‘be considered witlh: specisl «.Thers is.no
Questlon that Frence hes durlng recent months directly
organized the Catelonlsn recrulits, with
also to
that the
and organiz
perts and hence by
certain thet nevear

attention, not meral
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And it 1s becsuse of this direct French activity - =&
further vioclution of the elamentery principles of neu-
trality - that the Spanish national forces have had to
halt for a few days in their drive toward the sea.

It is & fuot that a report on the Spanish military
aitustion has been drawn up in France asnd delivered tc
Negrin and to most of the members of the French Covern-
ment. The report orlginates with the French Chief Staff.
It pointed to the deficliencies in the red military situa-
tion and remedies therafor. It denounced the interferance
of the politiocal commiassars among the Spanish rada,; the
lack of leaders capabls of taking command, the large num-
bers of deserters, the scercity of production of war

materials, and the inedequany of the general staffs, It

ulso mentioned the necesslty for the general Staff to have

a free hand vis-a-vis the ecivil a:}horities. And 1t was
precisealy es a *;ault of thesea suggestions that the new
plan.af French assistance to the Reds was organized with
a reinforocement of artillery, autamotives, and reinforce-
ménts in subaltern officers, techniclana, and specialists.
Among the French tenhhicians todey in Spain certain
outstanding persons msy be noted. For example: General
Armengand, Inspector of the Aragon front, who 1s asslated A
antirely by French officera. This general also is a Jour-
nalist in his spare time and hes published s series of"
artlicles in the Toulouse DZPICHE exalting the military
strength of the Barcelona govermment. There 18 slso General
Clement, chief of the Hita-Araselle sector, and Gemeral
Linsres, of the infantry reserve; Colonel Dumobt, commanding
the l4th International Brigede; Lt. Col. Monniar of the
French Genaral Starff, detalled directly from the French
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War Ministry to the Red Army, in relstion with the ITnd

Bureau; Col. -F.arnarﬂ, defendsr of Verdun, who has now
orgenized the defense of Madrid; Commandesr Reygot, who
directs the Frenocnh commends with officers of all branches:
Col Coste Doit of the l4th Infantry Reserve; Commander
Vidal (whose real name is Geymenn), head of the Franch
militiamen in Spain; It. Col. Vincent, who fought with the
Reds at Medrid and has been pramoted general of the Red
Army end delegated to command the University City seotor.

We will also cite: André March, High Commissioner of
the Internstional Brigades; Vietor, Commissionsr Ganeral
of the l4th International Brigade; Larreclen, Commissioner
of the battalion of the 14th International Brigade; Faurse,
who direoted the Briehuga offensive and leter the Brunete
and Zscurial operations; Captaln Andrso, specislized in
coups-de-main; -Blanche, battalion commander of the 13th
Ilntemationnl Brigede; De Reche, artillery commuender st
Pozo Eli_wm-::c; Leurlece Jampa, Commisslioner General of the
officerd base of the Ipternational Brigndes; Francols Tit-
torl, commissioner of the IV International Brigade; Vietor
Bonnet, heeds of transports of the lnternational brigades
at Madrid.

e nnte.in conclusion a group of French technical
experts WHO are now directing the fortificetlions construc-
tion along the lower Ebro in sn effort to stem the advsnge
of the nationals and lecionrries. Amonc them are: G.Meilles,
archlitect; Henry Souls, Emile Guerin, Meurice Delherm, 7.
Alousque, R. Segwy, S. Fouché, V. Sémat, Pierre Aubinan,
Frangois Guignisr, Alfred Mamé.

Thus u'.. to the very edge of the new Franch overn-
ment, while the Popular ¥pont press denounced alleged

further. s
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'
further Iintervention by Itely, there continued apace
and redoubled Frence's assistance to the Spenlsh Reds.

The fect must, for the sake o. ¢lerity, be pointed out.

But it cannot now arreat the ineviteble course of events.
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