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Czechoslovakia as too far away to be of special concern 

to Italy, an~ tbe press paid little attention to t be 

Gorman-Czecr.oslovak controversy in its early stages. As 

tho Department will recall, Count Ciano informed me as 

early as •lay 12, 1936 tho t Czechoslovakia was not w1 thin 

Italy's spbore of interest, and that be .regarded it as 

G~rmany's problem and not that of Italy. That be bad no 

sympathy, however, for that country was clear when be re­

ferred to it as "a pistol pointed at Gemeny . " 

Undoubtedly the Italian Government hoped for e 

peaceful solution of tbe negotiations bet~~en the Govern­

ment of Czechoslovekie and the Sudeten Germans and took 

occasion to advise tbe Czechoslovak Government, through 

the Italian representative in Prague , to be generous in 

thoir oonoessions to the Sudeten Germans . But, as tbe 

demands or the Sudetens increaoed and the German Govern­

ment became involved, Italy adopted a stiffer attitude 

with re~;ard to the Czechs and the Italian press became 

filled v:i th un1'letter1ne references to Benes and his 

sseociates. Finally Yussolini in no uncertain terms 

stated that minority plebiscites were the only solution 

end that in the event or a general European war "Itely 

had chosen ber position." When be made ·tbis reference 

to Italy' s "position", there is no r eoson.to believe 

t hat ho fea red that a general war would be the outcome 

of the negotiations . It would seem that he intended 

rather to ea1n favor with Hi tlor by coming to his support 

in this oenner and mey not hftve anticipated that he would 

~o called upon to meke good his pledge. At the same time 
I 

it also provided ~n opportunity to romind ~urope tba~ 

Italy 
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t; c "';· r · ·.:. or Cz. c > : .·;ai:l~ lonrar submit to tho 

rerii!'J or 1ucr•J"1Sir. v1olunctt t·:.!'Jr;"d u='o.1 their terr i ­
tor ie r, no~ C0\.&1 ... l"oz.l Vt:r_ uluy furt~uu· toler,., te the 

.n.'linte:-~:·nce of ~his re-prt:·htenelble ro~.~tme. So the con­

cre~e Totle" •to<Ji ir. the S/rin~· of 193d when l!enlein 

<~ntutllrhed ln the Karlsb d orozra:n the Sudeten demands. 

It shot.l..:. t" no·..ai th· t even tt.en territorial sepsration 
w· s not contEl!l1plo ted . A cantonnl reform of the State , 

ho•.~,tl. ~c.J .·ro .. Aly put through, •~euH for a certein 

t1110 nt. le&st h•ove satisfied the 3ud&ten der1•nds, Not 
stall, tht 1-ru , .. v;:: ··ovcr-n::e11t turned a dear ear and 

eou~:l,t ~rt th exuf. ~~::ratin obstructions to po~tpone any 

·lt.tclsi~n. "i'l~ !itL.:stiol: rt.~1t1ly detcrior.~te:L Ylolent, 

san~~ut:J·-.r:..- co !"li<..t~ broke O'..lt at .:;co:· ov..:r the mayor 

~lectio;~s. :-~.e ovc .n~ .. eut :·o=c.as rc~rtei to -s.~s. 

J··r ,ea >)ublic o;>'lnior. W'JB nvt 1r.Uiffel·ent to the ai tua­

t1otl ln tlJe Sud~t.e:1 ~lrovi:lcee, but ~he ::.ovtJ~ent of' the 
!h•!.ch ttill 1~'-<~d t~.~:en no ste, .s at the ti!Ji9 rumors o!' Gor­

"''"'· :noUli:: ~lo:. were •rtif:cl~ll;- c1rce~hted . The 
l'l ~" 1n .: .:·:·:'~ rreh rro-:: ho·Jr to hour . There v:·"s talk 

of :re~c!: :nob1l1z.·,t ion ~nd !lrltlsh solid~rity ·,Jith Fr~nco 
1:1 t , .. v,.:>t o." cCY·rHct reoult1nr fro:JJ a Genna.• •ttack 

('In C::-·-,l .. <."~luv'_l:-..1o ·.;:;:-: c.:>afir'J'ad . 

~ ...... :::r~t1s:t'. 4· .... ":'.'..·:':.." i1:- w ;tO::ke, L.,rd P~rth, twice 

c.1 lle1 "" :oo o.• :.:~y ~l ~:d ~· ·~"1 lnfot'ned me of the keen 

11 :;:;1-..:~·: ·i~~ ... .\:1'·': ,.~.~ L':i:"'.!J:-. ov· :-ll.~4c:.T. vie· .. :ed the course 

0 ~· •!V. ;t,~ . '. cotoftt·.·lt!{l hi!~ Cc_"'ll"llr~· · !: sol\1"!rity wlth 
:r ;~ ~.. . ,--..· ··~, ·:"'! .~:--"1:· too:; noto :;,:· t:.~ CO::'-"!.unl -
..... , •• , , • .. r. ,··\::· ·:1··· . ..,:~ t:. rt~·1·•'.1.on ·.!'"'9 less 

;-·.,~~1:'"1\stlc • • • 
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