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WAL P2 03 AveRicAN EMBASSY
ROME, April 29, 1938.

Subject: Transmitting Article Entitlec
"Italy and the Umited States -
Points to be Cleared Up" . and
Summary by V. Gayda.

The Honorable
The Secretary of State,
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A With reference to the Embassy's telegram No. 98
of April 29, 7 p.m., 19328, I have the honor to trens-

1/2/ mit to the Department coples and a detzilsd SUmmMAaTy
in translation of an article by Virginlc ayda, en-
titled "Italy and the United States - Points to ha
Cleared Up", which waes published in the GIORIIALE

D'ITALIA of Aprll 29,-1938,
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e Enclosures:

l. Copy of article.

e Copy of summary in translation,
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Fointa to bes Cleared Up.
=Virginio Gayda-
I %
(Summary)
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' Byron Soott, however, did not t oy this -point,

which in-itself wee emough to satir up the most heated
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discusslon of imerican ' foraign poliecy that h
pliece slnce the Vorld Wer. He ‘also demanded that the

"embargo™ on exporta of arms’' to Spain be lifted so that
the Reds might receive even lerger sup liegbhf smeriocen

supplies then in the past. He also, without furnishing

the slightest intelligible evidenca, proffered chrrges
of Ttelisn complicity in an slleged movement of espion-
age on a large acale taking place In the United States.
In'certain newspapers it was rTumored that President
Roosevelt approved Scott's Initistlve, since its: denun~
clation of Trenty violations and rel=ted world parils
will win aupport for the nival armament bill in whiech
the VWhite House 15 80 interested. TNHoosevelt's cordial
approval of the Italo-British agreement Tew. days. ago,
however, would seai to deny this strange interpretation,
S0 much the better.
liot for that resson, however, can one disregard the
Scott affeir. There 1s no need to Iinsist on the myth
of aggresalon thet hes been created, fron Censva to Vesh-
ingtbn, o' the Ethloplan undertaking; the malieious in-
accuraecy of which has been disproved. Lut the new myth
of Itallan esplonage in America must be declsively chal-
lenged. It is perfidious snd dangerous. BEyron Scott must
answer for It, nor in vague Ir."l:-].“li::'tiohs but, -1lke a rantle-
T man, with definite evidence of the feots,

Ever since the signing of the tripsrtite anti-Konin-

tern agreement an artificial movement hes been fomented {1
v the United 3tates to mike it npiecr that the Italisns,

along with the Jausnese and Germans, el ed 1n wida=
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[IiL3' cherges of propagenda in Brasil snd elsewhere
financed by Rome, Berlin, and Tokyo, .the HIR. TRI-
Hill."s despatches regerding en Italo-German-Hunperien
milltery allicnce leeding to the invesion of Czecho-
slovakls and perheps other countries; Ambsssador Dodd's
chorges regerding Itellien end German Flans to disnember
surope; and, finally, Secretary Ickes' statemsnt over

the redio that "Fasclsm represents the grostest peril

,
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the United 3tstes want? ‘ar with Italy?
hls would seem ridiculous, not to say virtually impos -
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Or is thére, in certeln guerters, an intention
econtinue gratultous defamation to keep Ituly and the
Itelians in & position of morel inferiority in the
of all other peoples, =nd perticulsrly the imerican
people? This would be & rash venture and in no wil
campetible with the Tfrankness and generosity usuelly
ettributed to the Americans or with
mony of the Americen people. Ons Tails, in fact, to
gaa how the American people stand to benaflt by ple
rin

millions of Italo=/ I citizens under unjust eamd
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intolerable swiprlelions, such as thst of esplonoge, snd

eregting a problem of conzelence In thelr loyelty tow

the ‘iméaricsn Covernment. Is there n deslire to is

- 3
stroy & 1T
i . & +
Gll .l nued oy L
S +
wes x| 0




to the dignity of
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busily, Af futilely, engaged 1in ettecking Italy.
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FS 2« Nog 106, May 13, 5 pems from Rome

move in this direction,

In rérly to my inquiry regarding the Italian
attitude concerning Czechoslovakla, the Minister
answered that as he had previously told me Czechoslovakia
lay vall-;urnids the Italian sphere of Interest, Further=
more the Praha Govermment had never been friendly to the

T

ltalian Govermment and was in fact "an enemy” of Italyls
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friends, namely Germany, Poland and EXpressed

however hia personal view that Hitler would not at

present take any steps 1n Czechoslovakia which would lead

toc trouble.  When I sourht to obtain some reactior Ecncern-
ing the ‘situstlon in'BHungary I vecelved only & similar
EXpression of the-Minilater'as personal view that "there
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Subject: Mussolini's Genga Speech and| .
Italo-French Relations,
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The Honorable
The Secretary of State,

'r'llﬂﬂrlifig_'tﬂnu

In amplification of the Embassy's telegranm
No. 109, May 15, 2 Pele , summerizing the Genoa apesach

of the Duce cn May 14, 1938, I have the honor to trqﬁ}- -

mit herewith a translation of the 8peech as publishag 3

in the Stefan! communiqud. =4
The speeoh had been awalited with great interest

in Ttaly as providing the first opportunity for offi-

¢lal Interpretation of the Hitler visit, and the s0li-

darity
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darity of the Rome-Berlin axis was the dominent theme
of Italisn editorial comment in regard thereto. It
was affirmed that the speech indigated not only that
the axis had been greatly strengthened by the Rome
visit of. the Fuehrer, but also that it was serving
the cause of genuine peace.

It was also alleged that London's reception of
the speech had been favorable and that the references
to the Anglo-Italian Pact had been appreciated in offi-
e¢ial circles in London, although the gqpposition press
continued to manifest its displeasure. The Italian
press also reported that a keen Iinterest had been taken
in the :pceﬂh in the United States and took note of the
declaration of the Secretary of State, adding that "in
circles close to the American Government there was now

a tendency to make a subtle distinetion that the af-

firmations of democratic faith and exaltation of de-
mocracy which had been frequent in recent months on
the part of members of the Government corresponded to
'defansive requirementa’ of the persons in. question,
to individual considerations of internal polities or
to exclusively Latin American consideratlions.™ Geyda

also wrote that:

"The axis, as an associated force not
only of spirit but of material, will enter
into operation with all its combined strength
and resources should the folly of an idealogical
war be perpetrated by the democracles, as is ,
suggested in the blustering language of per-
sonages in the old world and the new, not all
of whom are irresponsible. And this 1s also
the reply to journalistioc atories regarding e
military alliance allegedly concluded or
prapared at Rome."™

The most important comment, however, dealt with
that aspect of the speech which referred to France.

Hearly




£
Nearly all the Iteallian newspapers have insisted upon
the impossibility of improved relations with Frence as
long as that country continues to play what they term
"the losing card of Barcelona", and 1t 1s alleged that
France cannot enter into an agreement with Italy until
the active solidarity which links it with the "Reds of
Barcelona®™ is broken. Recent despatches from Parls pub-
lished in the Italian newspapers lay emphasis upon the

alleged intemsification of Frenoh shipments to the Govern-
ment troops and upon the generally unsatisfactory attitude

of France toward Italy. Reports that the French Govern-
ment has decided to Ingrease its colonial forces have
also been published together with the unfavorable com-
ment in the German press to which this move has glven
rise, and the queation is put to France whether it is
willing to relinquish the impossible plan of breaking
the axis and to cooperate in a constructive program of
peace or whether it will continue to create new compli-
cations and to follow the suggestions of Moscow.

It is ;hrinul that the Spanish queation is the
eritical point of difference and the increase in pessi-
mistie forecasts on the part of the Itallan press seems
to be due to anxiety in regard to this situation., The
reports that France 1s contlnulng to lend active support
to Barcelona and the alleged subservience of French
official circles to the dictates of Moscow are apparant-
ly causing considerable concern in Itelian nffioini
quarters, which are still resolved on a Franco victory
and had been hopeful at the time of the conclusion of
the British accords thet an early solution was in sight.

As
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As reported in the Embassy's telegram No. 1ll of May 19,
: 6 p.m., there has been no resumption of the Franco-
Itallen negotliations since May 1l. %hile the French
Embassy 1s not unduly pessimistic with regard to this
delay and maintains that they are merely awalting a
call from Count Clano before buglnning the discussions
again, they point to the stiffening of the Italian at-
titude with respect to Spain, which they admit is the

gerux of the whole situation.

Respectfully yours,

For the Ambassador:

& Zecrrsd ch{ﬂ;gﬁf'
Edward L. Reed
Counselor of Embassy
Enclosure:

l. Translation of lussolini's
Spesch of May 14, 1338 at Genoa.




gnolosure No. 1 to despatoh 17 of M £0, 1938.
From Ameriocen Embessy, ROME.

VUSSOLINI'S SPEECHE OF MAY 14, 1938,

AT GENOA.

Comrades of Genoa.

With grestest joy, ss I ceme from the sea this
morning, I once more beheld the stupendous lineaments
of your e¢ity, which has never as during this epoch de-
gaerved the title of The Dominent.

No less deep is my Joy at resuming lmmediate,
direct contact with you efter e lepse of twelve yesars.
Tt is with emotion that I speak to you, before the Arch
which you have dediceted to uhe victory and to the
heroes who shed their blood to achleve it and send it
down to us and the coming generstions ss a sacred and
immortal herituge.

Comrades, do not be surprised If, as has slmost
invariably been the case at memorable gatherings of
the fascist people, I spesek to you on certain questions
.of international character.

At six o'eclock on the afternoon of March 11 Ttaly
found herself onoe agein at the crcssromds and an Imme-
diate decision had to be taken. On that decislon de-
pended disorder, peace, or war, and therefore the [fate
of Europe. But, since these events did not come 88 @
sfurpr!.ae to us but had been foreseen in their logical
development, we immediately and clesrly replied "no"
to a diplonatic step, which, 1in this case was far mere
blunt then many.

The enemies of Ituly end the anti-fasclsts of all
_factior_s were bitterly diseprointed mnd gave way to an

outburst ...
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outburst of genuine though impotent fury. OCbvlously
they desired a clash between the two totalitarlan
Fowera with the worat of .cnmpllcnt.iona. mj:t exceluding
war, oven If this war would heve thrown open the doors
of Europe to the triumph of bolshevism.

It was not necessity, as has been seld, but cholce
which guided our attitude; snd all thet has happensed
since then demonstrates that our attitude was insplired
by wisdom. :

To those soross the Alps who with nalve melancholy
remind us of what we did in 1934, we reply once more,
before you and the entire Itelian people which 1a8 lis-
vening, that between that time and Marah 1938 much water
has flowed beneath the bridges of the Tibar, the Danube,
the Spree, the Thames, snd alsc the Seins.

Yhile this water flowed more or leass turbulently,
these sancuions which we have not yeot forgotten were
applied against Italy, which was engaged In a sangulnury
and gigentic effort.

Meanwhile all the diplomscy and policy which went
under the generic name of Stresa was dead snd burled,
and, as far as we are concerned, it will never be re-
surrectad. Nor can Italy permlt herself the truly
excessive luwxury of mobilizing regularly every four
years to prﬂuntr the vital development of a nationel
revolution.

These are the contingent reasons. But there 1is
ancther of a still higher order, which I am happy to
proclaim here in the e¢ity whose privilege it was and
whose legitimete boast it is to have beean the birthplece
of Giuseppe Mazzini. Fasclst italy could not - indefinitely

ASIUMS s e
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assume the hateful and futile task of the former Austria
of the Hapsburgs and the Mettermichs of opposing the
movement of the nations towards unity.

It is not through fear of camplications that we
acted as we did, for such fear has never lodged, does
not and will never lodge in our hearts; but we acted
through the dictates of our conscience, our sense of
honor end loyal friendship toward uermany.

Now the two worlds, the Germaniec and the Roman, are
In immediate contact. Their friendship 1s everlasting.
The collaboration between the uwo revolutions, destined
to set thelr sesl upon this century, cannot fail to be
fruitful.

This 1s what the Italisn people desired to signify
when they welcamed the Germen Chancellor. Words which
were pronounced on the night of NMay 7th at Palazzo Venezis

were received with sincere enthusisam by both peoples.

They do not represent a diplometic or politicsl declara-
tion, but are solemn, final snd historie.

The axis, to which we will remain raithful, hes not
prevented us from following & policy of accords with those
who sincerely want them. Thus in Maroh of last yeer we
brought about the understending with Yugoslavia; and
since then peace has reignad supreme on the shores of the
Adriatic.

Thus we recently concluded the agreementa with Great
Britain. Underlying the disagreement which had severely
jeopardized the relations between the two natlions there
was much misunderstanding and, let us frankly edd, of
lgnorance i the sense which must be ascribed to thia

WOrd se
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word which comes from the verb "ignore”.

Too many forelgners think of Italy as a country
badly painted by a mediocre,and highly colored literes-
ture. It is high time that they became acguainted with
the Itely of arms and of work, it is high time that they
beceme mequainted with this people which in twenty years
has furnished formidable proofs, culmineting in the con-
quest of the Empire.

The lest speech of the British Prime Minister was
en effort to come out from the meze of commonplaces =and
to recognize in all its majesty and strength this Italy
of ours, the Italy of Fasclsm and of the Blackshirt Re-
volution.

The agreement between London and Rome. is an ecres-
ment of two Zmpires and it extends from the Mediterranean
to the Red Heurund the Indlen QOaean.. Since it ia our in-
tentlon serupulously to respect thet agreement and since
we belleve thet the statesmen of Grest Britatn will do
likewise, it is permissible to Z::i:vf that this acoord
will be a lasting one., The approvel with whieh it has
been received in all countries of the world is further
procf of '1ts intrinsic hietorle inportence.

fou will permit me to be ofrcumspect

the conversstions with ¥rence, singe thease are gtill in
progress. I-do not know whether they will resch a con-
clusion, beceuse in & guestion of such extreme present

importence as the war in Spein we stand on ophosice

sldes of the barriocsdes. hey. ddslire a Raroslona vioctory,
we, on the other hand, desire and went g Franso victory.
™y 1 1 T i
H . :




progress and so has Genos. PBut what we hs

can be regarded only ss s step. In thée strugile of n
and continents there 1s no halt. He who pausas is lost,
This ‘1s why tha Fasoist uegime will do everythis
necessary to develop our maritime traffic und your in-

dustrial enterprises.

Those who believe that the struggle for gutarchy,
hﬂiah we shall continue with extreme vigor, diminishes
trade are wrong. Autarchy mey Yery the gquaelity of trade
but will not alter its volume. Similarly erroneous is
the opinlon that the Recime wishes to sacrifice the smsl)l
and medium Industrisl end commercial concerns,. The con=
trary is true.

The warkers of great Genoe, who have given such
proof of their disoipline énd love of work, know from
the evidence of a thousand facts that their situation
is slways present in my mind and, above all; in my
heart.

The aims ‘of our policy are clear. /e want peace,
pedce with ell countries. /nd I can tell you that -Na-
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tional-Soclplist Germany desires peace no less arder

than we. But peace, to be secure, must be armed .
This 1s why I wanted the fleet to sseemble et enoe ,

to show you and the Ttsllens of our two most ‘continent

reglons, Pisdmont rnd Lomb rd, what i1s our effedtive

strength at sea.

We want penge, but we mist be ra idy to ‘defend it
with all our might, eéspecielly” when one hanrs spesatias
ayen i dellvered nn the other side of + teEan, whiel
we must ponder. Tt ia to -t 1 1 t t
Bo-oalled greabt demoorscies are =otu {




war of doctrine. Neverthsleas, it is well to let 1t be

known that in such an event the totalitarian states will

march instently and will march to the bittar end.

Comrades of Genoal

Fasolst Itely watches and honoras you, for she knows
ehe can count upon your courage, your spirit of initiative,
your never belied patriotism, and your truly Ligurian ta-
necity, which 1s hsrder than the rock you have blasted to
widen your elty and is more patlent than the long voyages
of your salling vessels.

My visit closes one period in your history end opens
another. During this periocd your Ganoa and ours must maks
end wlll make a Turther mighty stride forwerd toward its

graater future.
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France, which w uld be

auch a dan

must at all costs bu prevented. The 1

in the bedlterransan, and Bolshevisn

quarters could not be toloruted.

Wl giving a luncheon in Mr. VeAneny'a

10th, prior to the latter's rturs

fror

the evernling of Yedn 38duy , June

I gave a dinner at the Ville Tavern

MeAneny .

Respectfully yours,

3R/wrm

860.7/710

BT T4 LT

Lr. Meaneny has slso had the opvortunlity on sev
occeslons to talk with admiral 0. ntu, issicnar
Gencral for Ttalisn nartlcipetion i{n th ' . Talr,

[ I 1Y wWna

honor on June
ome ... . {n
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an early solution of the Spanish quastion and conaidered

that it could only be found in the gradual application

of the program of the Non-Intervention Committea. The

rrinelpel diffieculty in effecting other mesns of sattle-

rA ment apresrs to be inherent in the constsntly incressine

hestllity between the French end Italisn Covernments

which is reflected not only in conversations with locsal
officials but in press aditorials.
a8 indicated in the CZmbassy's despatch No. 972 of

June 17th, 1938; concerning the Spanish conflict - thi

w

Itellens are disposed to hold France responsible

a

the continued failure of

-
s
"

2

in their




application of this= plan arter 80 many months of nep
tiation. In generel, the Itelisn newspaners have re-
Served Lﬁnir corments on tﬂu action of the Von-Inter-
vention Committee. on June £lat, and mr rently prefar to

emphasize the obstructive taeties of tha Husslen repre-

sentative on thée Committee rrther than the achlevement

rapresented by the sgreament. A typlcal exoression of
this attitude 1s eontained in an erticle by the London
correspondent of the TRIEUNA, who wrote on June ;;né
that, even if the results of the previous day's meeting
could effectively be regarded sns a atep forward, it must
8till be remlized iLhet seversl months would be required
to earry out the British Plan, and, therefdre, no imme-
diate solution was in sight. While it mey be said thet
Italy acknowledges that & step forwerd has been made ,
there 15 atill the impresslion thet the agressment, elthouch
ac¢cepted in prineiple, has got to be put to the practical
test.

Although the majority of Ttelian news gepers rafer
frealy to the idea of a truce as beiln diacussed in the
French and Britlsh nress, without Iimediately discount-
ing the possibility thareof, thus zivin: the imoressior
thet undér favoreble conditions it micht be considared,
they rejeoct, as without foundation, the reports apnarently
eurrent abroad to Léu efTect that, in view of Italim
diffioul .ies both ecomomic and political, Italy was most

anxious to ligquidate the Spenish affulr juch renorts

published in French papsrs have up to the prasent s
served to intensify hostility towe:

in the Itn
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i
writers as Virginid GCayde expressed in scgathing terms
contempt for this attitude on the part of the Franch,
whiich reflects the widespread distrust of French in-
tentions, but also such newspepers as the more cautious
VESSAG-ERO, in an editoriel of Juns 24th, demonstrating
the complete leck of comprehension of Italy's intentions

on the part of Frenpce, stated thet the main obatacle to

the resumption of normel relations between the two coun-

ati1l1l lay in the Franch mentallty, which eppearsd
in pired by former nrejudlices mnd to look upon

wor-"in a state of narpetusl




initietive., ‘Thether the
propose a resumption o
can be ascertained vhether Pronce
the Pyrenees frontier cen only b
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Ministry wi

' these conversations when it
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Secretary of 3tate,

flashinzton,

217, tAupuat 90,6
O IDENTTAL,
In.a convErsation

nornins’ ! *ave me the

atood Behind Cermany in the matter of the Czechoslovak

did nos anpear to bE

at Ll riaponsibllity

]
Pa M,

which I had with Count Ciano ‘this

it wished to have

Eirely upon LEnes. 1L

!
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ect connection with 1it,

A
no 4l

e
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f thre latter was reasonable and
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r but if on the other hand auch

A i
ENCLITELY



e
e T

Ly

bi1i

-

-]

PO~

Y

10

1

=

e &a.813

1k r

14 =

nrE




TICLEGRAM

« Ol I\

FROM

.

r 4
ol

ri kil
¥ ]

qRpgor o
SEP 11938

1l+ ﬂ.u . *_:.
Y DEPARTMENFBr s

Auguat. Sl |

o il ‘
rE ] PI'OET'ES [
|
i} ¢ . Prench G

P, e ] {

k reaent

- whEe TAay b a0]1]=- F
k 0 =
. "'.',.
2 % e > v
L EY" imn E o e
-




§ 4 - T F o y 4 -
GeErmans in. - thelr present stand and YL EVES Lt " ar
ywowoertunity could be found through French and Englisgh

s 3 T B PRt g, f R, gl
concessions O -LTALY-TO MECETIAL

The Yugoslav. I tion whille nvineed that: GeErmany
i1s attempting to gain throurh threat of war what

formerly was accomplished by war itself, does not
5 Sty o R 91 sdimlr e M O enmargl - fap  EHE
eXleve Hitler will 1Tisl he . " nNew . Germany . 107 hE
gake of three and a helf million Sudeten Germans,
The Soviet Embassy wans told by Clano, Sunday
afternoon, substantially what Ciano- told me yeaterday
and that he considered the German army was still a
powerful factor in German politicés nnd was oconvinced that

the army did not want war at thls time, The

m
3
m
e |
o
m
m
@
e
=
@
i
T
A
3
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Embassy while sharing the
1



3=#221, From Rome, Aug, 31 ,6p.m,

result of possible incidents 1s inelined to beElleve

that Hitler will not take direct action although not

R .

ruling out Hitler's capacity of sudden drastic

decisions,

el

This Embassy's Military Attache states from

]
(]

sonal ‘Investigation. that Italy, far from calling
up fresh recruits, 1s allowing the last class to return

to their homes on furlough,

PHILLIPS
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of Zuropean problems, and to Nr. Chvalkoveky's
very Interesting stetements in contradiction of the

view that hls country hes baen "betrayed" by Greet

B AR ang Bl " Rilal_]

fitespectfully yours,

"
ézéa; 1l

[ Willlem Phlllips
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n al itler
voul ¥e vary little use for Mussolin! for he hr |
becone 30 powarful that he had no néed of Ttelisn =1ur-
p rt..  In -addition, if the Chambari in-Hitlet conversga-
ticn ult in a sattlement of the British-Verman
I lams . Yu 1ing 11 - 8t111] BT removed  fror
: n-affnirs,  Chvalkovsky made ‘an intersstir -
1 tl thods of Hitl nd Mu 1ini.
v & 1 : * r n"""l ti miat J - A T
i 1 ot hi L1y made no us I 1 ts ‘an pake
panl 1 | ya, ckKussoling . t oth
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tne Hritish Ambaseador and Czechoslovak Minister in Rome
on September 21 and 22 are attached.

The firet ls of interest as indicating how wrong the
British Ambaseador in Fome was in his belief that Italy
would riot be called upon to take any part in the dlscus-
slons between Chamberlaln and Hitler lookinz to a general
sett-lement of European probleme and that therefore there
was no need of a four-power conference, .

Note by H.H.T. An indlcation that Chamberlain 1is

aware of the advisabllity of playing up to Mussolini is
apparent in hie Commone speech. Knowing well the Duce's
weaknese for Clsno and hie obvloue deelre to "Sulld up"
nls son-ln-lsw, Chasmperlain, when referring to Muesolini,
never falled to counle Clano'er neme with hid., It was
always "Mussolini and Clano" did thie or that, not merely
"Muesolinl" or "the Italian Prime Minlater",.

Perth remarked thet he knew thsat Chamberlaln's ambil-
tion war to bring about a limltation of armaments confer-
ence and that tile mlight well be done pfter the Czecho-
slovek and Spanleh problems had been dlsapogsed of.

The

- I! \ m
gl £ T A}gzb i 1'
Memorandaof -conyers¥tions Mr. Phillips hnd ﬂ

.i‘L
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The second memorandum (pagee 3-4) includee an ex-
planatlion of Mussclinl'e transition from the principle of
au tonomy tn_aelf-datewminutian a8 the solution of the
Czechoelovakian matter, A communiqueé of September 9
dealt with the i1dea of Sudeten Germen mutonomy as belng
the ultimate need in Czechoelovakia. Two daye lster,
according to the Czech Minleter ‘Aln Rome, the Prince of

Hesse arrived in Rome with an lmportent document for the

Luce, which he believes contalned the substance of Hitler's
Nuremberg speech wnich was to be delivered the follewing
day and may have tlpped off the Ttalians to teke na

stronger line tnan in tne communioue of September 2, At
any rate, the communique of Septembver 13 was etronger

and undoubtedly 1ln accord with Germsn desel@n. Nr. Phillioe
adde FLPL Mueeolinl wae probably not st gll adverse to
tsking hle stend for self-determination, becsuse in doing
E0 he mlight well hore to recelve the futire gretitude of
Hungary end Poland.

Mr. Phillipe showed the Czechoslovek inieter a state-

.

ment from the New York Times to the effect that "editorial

vhrveughout the Unlted

opilnlon gathered 'rop newaneners

Etatee reveale the pentiment that Crechoalovakle has been

pelrayec Dy Frence . and Brilteln, o . Ki.

th AR AN

remsread




that Whnatl wae-a wrong 1Lt+rwrvtﬂt!-n, for actually trere

wag nothnlng tnat could be done. ' The Minleter added that
Ince the Britle4 Dominlone would ot nave anproved euch
An-act, tne Fritleh Government eould rot poselbly have

gone Lo war over Czechoslovskia. It would nave serlousaly

éndargered the break-up of the Britiesh Empire, he concluded,

Note by H.,H.,T. I knew Chvalkoveky well in FRome and
we cfter remarked upon hile pro-Gemsn leenings even asp
far back as 1234, T believe he went to a German military
gcnool and there gseemed to have acoulred an lmmense admirs-
tion for everything -i}f‘:rw.r.-:.. In view of hile gentiments 1t

looke as though he were the loglesl man to handle Crech

Iorelegn pollcy 1f thls le to parsllel hencefortkh that of

Germany .

760F.62/1457 |
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the hope,
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=3= #258, September 24, € psm, from RomEe

beer any - reenforecenent of the units of the Libyan

on ‘1t nevertheless seems probable that, the

zarris i
exigting force in North Africa has inereased to
ipproximately wér- atrength in wiew of Fre TE-
. rcement in Tunis, There is stlll re ocutward
Evidence in Ital f mobilization,
PHI LLIPS
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Following 1= resume by Military Attache of military [
Sy
situation to dates b
Ly ieratand fio jource belleved reliable that ~|
~J
u=zsolird 1d Undersecretary of War Pariani that Ttaly
would not o.to war unless England joined Fronc e against
GeErmany but if England went to war, Italy might be forced
to Entere  Pariani supposed to have rececived instructions
to male all seeret preparations: rfor EPEEdyY mobllieaticon
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4=hour

Munitions factorles apparently continue working on
basis but no evidence of graﬁt increcase in operation alrcraft
factorleg. No apparent step taken to safeguard works of

art; build anti~aircraft shelters in Rome or provide

civilian population with gas maskse ‘In fact it is nof

belleved that gas masks are available in sufficient

factorices,

guantity for all Government activities and ‘.-:_L:'

evacunte 2 population

Ho definite step being taken t
from - Rome and other large citles, Idea of golng t by
as ally of Germany not popular with many army officers.
However, it is believed army would obey orders without
OLESs OTla " 1lder Sl e PEE ~ - ¥
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French, He then made his appeal on behalf of the British
! 1 1 1T = T an - - -
W EPTIMED n ve the British guarantees, Clano seemed

t hurry, He asked Pe
t11 hé (Clano) had seen. the IHEE. In 1

e returned with the news that the “~*Efnct in

aceordnnee with the British bnv:rn.rrt's request nnd would
for 24=hours del in order to give

ak the Fuehrer
"urther consideration to the whole situatlions

o) en returnegd to: the Embassy where he:-{found

ECO! inatruction asking him eall at onee upon €Clano
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EMBASSY OF THE '—'z(’ LT

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA JF
ROKE, October 21, 1938,
y \ B (
No. =-1 : f"’n’ﬂ.&- M:

Subject: The Italian Attitude regarding the
Czechoslovak Crisis.

The Honorable
The Secretary of State,

Weshineton.

Sir:

In my despatches Mo, 1094 and No. 1109 of
September 50 and October 7, respectively, I have
attempted to define the Italian attitude during
the Czechoslovak crisis. There is little to add
to thet which has been reported,. but nevertheless

.gcertain additional observatiions may be of intercst.

=l As T have reported, Italian circles, generally

: f
‘.'.'. ; f{ .
B

:i'sp&ﬂking. appeared confident until almost the eve of

;TSBptember £8 that.Italy would not be drawn into any
E:hustllities_ that might occur, since there seemed to
-idf\tm a widespread belief that any eventual conflict
e | WoY1d be 1uculized.. The Italian public regarded

CzechoslovaXkia
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Czechoslovakia as too far away to be of special concern
to Italy, and the press paid little attention to the
German-Czechoslovek controversy in its early stages, As
the Depertment will recall, Gouﬁt Cieno informed me as
early as May 12, 1938 that Czechoslovekia was not within
Itely's sphere of interest, and that he regarded it as
Germany's problem and not that of Italy. That he had no
sympathy, however, for that country was aiaar when he re-
ferred to it as "a plstol pointed at Germany."

Undoubtedly the Itzlian Government hoped for a
peaceful solution of the negotiations between the Govern-
ment of Czechoslovakia and the Sudeten Germans and took
occasion to advise the Czechoslovaek Government, through
the Italian representative in Prague, to be generous in
thelir conceseions to the Sudeten Germans. But, as the
demands of the Sudetens increased and the German Govern-
ment became involved, Italy adopted a stiffar attitude
with regard to the Czechs and the Itallian press became
filled with unflattering references to Eenes and his
agsociates. Finally Mussolini in no uncertain terms
stated that minority plebiscites were the only solution
.an& that in the event of a general European war "Italy
had chosen her position." When he made this reference
to Italy's "position", there is no reason to belleve
that he feared that a general war would be the outcome
of the negotiations, It would seem that he intended
rather to gain favor with Hitler by coming to his support
in this manner and may not have anticipated that he would
be ca}lod upon to meke good his pledge. At the same time
it also provided an opportunity to remind Europe that
' Italy
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Itsly wad not a silent partner in European nrraifa.
Reports whiech I have recelved from our consuls in
various parts of Italy agree substantially.
The Consul General in Genoa advises me that he
"hagz yet to find any well-informed person who thinks that
lussolini would have attempted to take the Italian people
into war on the slde of Germany." FHe adds that a few days
before the meetin~ ol the Four Powers in Munich there was
gome mobllization for defenzive purposes, Just how far
this sxtended he was unsble to ascertain, but some few
acquaintances of clerks in his office, primarily those
in anti-aireralt, enrincerin% and medlcal services had
been called,. Some Alpini regiments received cards to
renort in various. villaze squares but- when they arrived
they found there wers no preparations or supplies of any
kind, e concludes that the "whole performance, according

to.reports; had the appearance of bluff and was not taken

serlously.” |

The Consul at Turin informs me that until September 27

there huad been "no ostensible movement of troops nor had
there been any unusuzl cuantity of equipment such as boots

and'eclothinz, received ty the local commissary department,

the tarometer of general mobilization, thouwh it had been

sarned thet many speclalists and reserve officers had

been called up. He refeorred to the antipathy towari wer

prevalent Lo hisidistrict and the Yealization thet Italy
aHl o sgerificing herselfl solely for the egerandizement
of Gernany, . The sutitanding Festure, he sald, was the

totrl ‘irndifferance to air attacks on the part of the
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From Trieste came a similar report. The attitude
of calm was noteworthy, accordins to our Consul, and
could be attrituted in lerge part to the fact "that at
no time were any troop movements or militery preperations
of eny description whatever to be observed." The bellef
was general, he reported, that "either the threatened
‘conflict would not come to a head, or, if it did, that
Italy would not intervene for the time being at eny rete."

The Consul Generel in Naples expréssad his astonish-
ment at the open and emphatic -disapprotation of Itely's
part in any war concerning Czechoslovakia., It was well
understood, he said,; that Jtaly had no vitel interests
involved and would be fightines Germany's battle, Lack of
sympathy for Germany and Germens, he reports, was unani-
mously expressed and in no uncertein terme.

v Tformer Czachoslovak colleegue, Dr. Chvelkovszy,
who has since been appointed Forelgn Liinister in the
new Czechoslovak Cablnet, informed me before his departure
from Rome the=t on Septerber 12 the French Government,
through their !finister in Presue, hed formelly mdvised
the Czechoslovek Government thet France would not bs able
to come to the support of Czechoslovokia in the svent of
hostilities with Germany. Therefore, added Dr. Chvalkovsky,
the Czechoslovelk Government on thet dete were swere that

they could not rely on FPrench nor Znrlish militery sup-

1

port, Teeslizing only too well that Great Eritain would
not venture in a war with Gersany without Frernch mili-
tary cooperation. He adritted, however, that the mill-
tary preéparstions btoth in Enrland snd France on gubse=
quent days ~=ve evidence that at the lcst moment both
countrie:z appeared to have modifled the ir position

1148 CLtalnovsﬂ,
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Dr. Chvalkovsicy has always been impressed by the re-

_ mariable Intelligence Service of the Italian Government

and he is convinced that both the Italian and German
Governments were aware of the French communication of
Septenber 19. And so during the ensuing week it is
probuble that despite military preparations in other
countries the Italian Government was proceeding in con-
fidence that there would be no general European wer and
that should any hostilities occur, they would be confined
to the Sudeten area.

I learned from Italian sources in which I have con=
fidence that lussolini himeself did not anticipate any
serious complications until just before the development
of the crisis on September 28 when he was informed of
Hitler's two o'clock ultimatum to €zechoslovakia, that
he Lecame preatly alarmed not only by the contemplated
step but aleo by the sudden realization that the British
and French Governments were ready to resist any such
drastic move on Hitler's part. It is of course impossible
Lo say with any certainty precisely what induced the Duce
to comnunicete by telephone with the Fuehrer on the morn-
ing of the £3th. It may have been & combination of ecir-
cumstances - the eppeal of Chamberlain which had been mede
to him through the Italian Ambassedor in London on the 26th,
which was renewed by Lord Perth on the morning of the 28th
wlth such forecitle reprcsenttﬁlons as left no doubt of
Fritain's determined position. And in addition the con-
cérn of the United Stetes as expressed in the President's
two messogres te Hitler and the knowledpe thet a Presi-

to

lential mepsopra him. (Lusgolini) was abtout to' be recelived,

may
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may also hnve teen taken into consideration. At any
rate, it now scems clear that Mussoclini had not been
previcusly informed thet Hitler's ultimstum would expire
at' & p.m. &nd that when the knowledee of this fact came
to his attention, he was genuinely alarmed and for the
first time,

If a general war hed developed, the Italian Govern=-

T

ment would, in my opinicn, have remained inactive, in a
military sense, &t the outset, for the simple reason {
that Itely was not prepared for war on a grand scale.

In Italian military cireles it is said that if eventual-
ly the army hed been celled upon to join the German army
again=t Greet Eritain and France, there would have been
no discbedience of orders, but the effort would have
been of short duretion not only because of the lack of
war supplles but because of the intense dislike in the

army itself to associate in war with the German army.
!
Respectfully yours,

o Q-”f NVl &M

William Phillips
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ryool otate,

ol
o I 'have tue honer to enclos: a trunslaticon e taxt
of tie speech ol tle Italian Minister Tor Fureiin a~fidrs
at tie Chacber of Deputies on Foverber - 1838, ag pu 5
lished in iLe n=wspapers of Deceubier 1. Fraviois + .
ielivery 1le iuportance of tle 1orticor: spescl 5 widel
ral.ed by e Itulian press «s constitutin an diportosit
' contribution to Italian foreiin polics. Tt wis also rediled
that therea hod Lean no einilds claratl eardin. _‘*.r_ Lied
; polic/ss male since May 1937. 1 S
' [
e main jortion o tl areach es devol Lo a ":.
account ol thi Jevelopuent oy Cdao A f
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evenis leading up to the Munich conference. /Fm* the
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ol Italy's rmilitary preparations during
crucial period of the Septeuber crisig have bean male

n (A Teport of tie Military Attaché analyzing the signifi-

"8 O T.e preparaticons 1s attached)., Count Cianc called

ntion to ihe ineréssa in tha strength ol the Y¢alian army

=50,300 to 550,000 nen on Saptember 27, and to the naval

Precagtions taten, a partiel wmobilization decreed by tlie

Y
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£ ol the Jovernuent wlhern he learned of tlie Serman decision

ilitrry action against Czeciwsloveaizia on Beptember 28

stacd off fwalting the éxpdration of its ultizatum on Oct.cber

1. Tuis Cecision had Leen commnicated to tlie Italian Go TerT=
ent vening of Septonber 26, Cianc armounced. hoiweve:
Lt at Loc osame tine Mugsolini still Lelieved that, Tor
Ailitar and stctegicel reusons whileh ha oduld not specifty,
tig couflict betwean Chac -:a?..v:-.-:a:;ia i Gerwany trould Be
lecilizel. as indicsted in. t e Erbassi's previous despatches

lating te © bigtucsdoval eideds, ‘thiz belief -jould seem to
L

@-n Lased on 4 -assunption that 4in tie ultisate analysis
2at Britals anl Franes Jould not be willine te £isht and only
- =1 . 1.-- L1h = = -:- “u" (v at -:- “'-J.t P = L aLT]

ca gacapal el Lhe necesglty Tor fnnediat
- cL.oal confidiot ihie a1y vrolld & 1

Qivad %0 e avodfed. Otheiwrige it 1s &ifflculit t
ndérata il liiesol il veen-Infoinied to-duve 13
XAveric : Secias ntentdon to meve into Czechoslovali:ia con
Flziider 20 LLoSeod no mediatory seticn until only & lew
3 o are 1l g .
VR iz lessbliat TEsl ould hive Leean
dlia < Fhuan) n Fossible to reacl an aree-
sent, Clano adinitted Siat 4t had Dden ponsifers néceagEry t




establish more specifically the bases of a military and
political understanding with Ge;'nmny and that a meeting between
the two Forelgn Ministera and thie Chiefs of Staff of tt..ﬁ
respective armies had been planned for Sept ember 29 at Eun.{c‘.y
Throughout the speech tihwe effective action taken by Mussclini |

i

to preserve Duropean peace was re-erihusized.

Dgvelopments suhaéu_uent. to the Funich cc«n‘.‘ereﬁm wrere
biiefly sunpmarized and the Italo-Geran arbltraticn between
Hunga.y and Czeciwslovdiia and the Vienna awsrd were describad
as fTurtiier evicdence of' the full solidarity andc omplete Gnder-
stending which prevoailed bLetween Berlin -and Roue. ICth'IG alsc
gtated that with respeet tec the later Sub-Cerpatiian developments
there had been couplete identity o wiew between the two States,
regardless of reports teo the comtrary whieli had appscred in
the press. "Itely and Germany. in other wordse, have considered -
1-.1 the interested parties = have supported then in this - that
a frontier which was draym uop and sclemnly accepted scarcely
twenty days earlier should not be brcught into question.”
statewent o the Hinister's is not witheut significance in tle
1ight the reports widch had preveiled to tlhie efect that
Italy had previcusly bLeen sympathetic Lo the icem of a joint
Hungarisn Peliel frontier in .iﬁt:.enia. In tide connection it
is now understocd tiist after consultation witl. tiie German For-
eign Minigter on the cceasion of Herr von Ribbentrop's recent
vigit, Italy's good offices had latel;r been erployed to persuade
fungery tc abandon ite elaim for lurther territorial coupenga-
tion in Ruthenia.

Clanc ircluded in his speech & wery cordial reference to ths
anslo-Itslian Fact.and the part widell Chamberlaiy, Ilalifex and
Perth had played in the accelplisliment oi' the series . of azreements

"wiilch




"yhieh, taking intc account the new realities of Europe, the
lediterrunean and Afrieca, z-e**ulat..a on a basis of absolute moral,
political and militexry equality the relations batween the two
Eppires." These .euaris wers received by the Chamber with
applause and in an obvicus atnosphere of distinet cordiality

as regards Great Broitain.

The Minister went oh to say that the consolidation of'
peace was and would remain the great objective of Italian policy
.nd that "we shall pursue it witi a tenacity end realism not
separate from that circumspection whici is indispensable When
one intends to safeguard rith intlexible firmmess tle interests
and patural aspirations of the Itallan pecple." At this point
the spesch was interrupted with ac:lhmt:funa'ﬂﬂ; fror various
points in tie Chamber with crles ol "Punis, Djibuti and Corsica."
These cries vere also re eated Dy the crowds whichh demcnstrated
5, front of the Chauber and at the Palazzo Venezia at the clese
of the spcech. A hint that Italy's "natural aspirations might
swelude sone furtier celonial adjustments had been given in
an & diterial by Virginio Gayda when en Novenber 29 in discussing
e visit of tle South African ki ister of Defense he stated
that the colonial problem yras one of eguilibe fum, of ' order
and o justice. e said tiat it sppesred lezitimately 28 such
forr Serman, and that it s&s &lso 1alive «né actual for Italy."
T.e fact tiat the BEbussy had been infcr ad in the morning pre-
eding Cianc's spesch tuat such & des L'J"Lﬁtl‘;l‘u;{.:'.r was scheduled
to toke place algo seans Lo deprdve it of ang spontanelity ol
character.

Tiila Sf..l'.‘t;f_'-'.' oz Lie £1.:'::l.'.‘-. pnd e E:J]'.';.-.iﬂ-'.hc-"- ox,. Lhe

% o ol e Foid O e - a gl S i e &
enonstretion hove naturally g.veel .8 to a iride Tanga oL

coiment boti amons diplowatic and jounulist ciicles in Tous,

which




which have algo.pointed to tiic absence of any refersnce to
It#lr's relations with Frounee or gettlement in Spaln as eviience
vi & certain stiffening in the Ttalian attitude in this respect.

-

I+ now geone likel; ithal no progreas tosurd a solutlon of theaa
outstanding probleus can bs expectad prior to the visit of the

Britisl Frlue Ednigter now gcheduled for tlie gecond weak in

in the 1isht o the renawed
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roc il ity toverd Bnddand.  Tha piess has reported from Fards
ot Daladier cosferred writh Bonnet concevning tle delonstrations

el Gayriryes o) : Tholdan Avbassador was gunmoned to tha Juai a'Orsay.
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which have been satisfied and those which vrecain to Le satigfied.

"Italy," nhe said, "is prepared to tarch and, if necessary, even
azainst France.” "
The frankest of all Itelian newspapers in vefe: ring to

the nature of these "aspirations" is the ST/IPA of todav's date
F el ¥

although it fails to state inwhat forn they should be satislied.

The article points out that -

"There are territories whiclh lon: befoe th
sdvent of Fascis:: spoke to u] i@ :‘E'.'xI"f. i wdnd of
Italians L ,.cruu, COLLOIL .,: ad tic.-..s d
4 wige poliey would have nade of
éxd their pop bul: tiona t. e Tuvorite ".
boraticn «nd ssrescent betwean

ihat happened instesd”

spots wilel were learest, &rad
Cor the purpose of strilk ¥ &nd
.dpi;l anc o exploiting to gqur de 1 ‘ecigel;
tiiose S0z Tw--;-"h_c b condit 1 “E8
-u.'].h. centuries liad k.--.rust_n.-ui.-""rsl .__t',.
destiny of Ttaly and tie destin i

Ulher: newspapers havs slso resented ieporte ol Frencl plans
Tor action Irem Tunis against Libya dur ing the Septembaer ecrizis.
Sueli reporte are menticned as Turtias sugtirfcation for settle=
pent ef tha Tundsian guestion.

The JTalPA also mentions tle Suez Canal and arffiics that
the present pumping of zold frow Ttul ™ coumot ~ontiouc. it
=espect te Djibuti, ilhe nevspaper sa s

+ ) .3 E.

is the fonetion of Diibutis e long

&8 Lhere was a policy of influsence the Bthio; sian

| &
‘ﬁ'qf"'"‘\.- 1 alal

lasders, -E'I"_-nk.-"" had Cir ct iaterest
levse O -I-P tulat PLEL u-,, Wihiclhy srus thig i LD LIS
o ._e“:!ia.u capiial. DBut teday it can - erve no purpoae
save Lo laner and nalke nora cOostly: o 301l of
colenization,"

The impressicn tiat Italy ie prsparin: a definics cRLalEn
having as its cbject tie Justificition of a Tunisian re djust-
went is uneacap: atle but a: indiested in tie TDbussy's despatch
No. 1182 of Nevember 13, 1232, it still :cuains open te suestion
whetlier any consideruble concesgsicns et be achisved in ihe

light of the azreement vith Great Britain to naintain tlle




Fediterransan status quo and the obvious popularity which

this agreement enjoys among the majority of Italians. It is
felt that the Governuent mizht well hesitate to insist upon
sucli a policy if it appeared that such insistence might affect
the stability of iestored Anglo-Italian relations.

Respectfully yours,

Ki«m,(?f&/. o

Egward L. Reed,
Chargé d'Affaires ad interim,

3

Enclogures:

‘franslutiun Clano's speech;
Eilitary Attaché's report.

wie by Sl
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iagratoh Mo, of' Deec,28,1938,

FORLIGH-UIINTE TUR 'CIANO'S  SERdCH I THE
ClATLIR OF NOVIEER 40,1938,

07 Senteiber 18th of the Year Iy when M, Chvala-
hoglovek Minicster Plenipotentiary to
Aone, congarned at-the atormelouds ;aﬁrin* threateningly
over his countiry, azked me vhat the Itallan attitude
ould be 1L the event of a Czech-G=rmar erisis, I ' replied
textuzlly gs follows:

"The rate of Czzchoslovakia, in its prasent
ical structure, is 'not as far 88 wa ara con=-
2d, 2 major sroblem. Ve have no direct disputes
h the Czachs, but they intsrest us Indirectly

2 of .their relationa with neighboring states

which we, on the other hend, are united by bonds
of solid friendship. Therefore we should like to
*ive you a plece of advice., Come to an agresment
with Eerlin, Bud:pest rmd Warsaw, and do this oquickly
and freely before you ars forced to it by the inex-
orable course of developments, (Aooroval) For you
will be makine a prave mistake if, forgetting recent
and remote €xperiencs, you close your eyes to the
facts and continue to harbor fallacious illusions
on the so0lldity of vhat is known as colleotive su=
curity of the Leapue brand or the practical value
of fricndshinvs which are geographical ly distant,.m
(*farm apnlanse)

Throuzh this statement, the fundamental importance
of which did not escape M. Chvalkovsky, the Italian vosi-
tion rerarding Czechoslovakia was established, That
position vme cleur, uneguivoecal ; and'}acical under the

wussolinian concept of Luropean political life and the

strugrle whilch Fascism had for many ¥ye=rs been conducte
ineg agrin t the false, emperilled, and perilous archi-
teciure of Versailles, of which Czechoslovakia was pre=

cleelYauas
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cisely the most typical expression. (Good})

The peace treaties, repudiating the principles of
netionality vhiel. had been proclaimed during the course
of the Vorld War and announced as a definite pledre at
the time of the armistice, had created the new peridoxi-
c¢al reoubllic, basing it upon = political-strategic cone-
ceot vhich represented a most flagrant violation of
those principles, so much so, indeed, that at the Peace
Confercnce itself the Czech delecates, in order to cloak
the vigl tion to bLe verpetruted, declared in a memorandum
thelr intention of organizing the Czechoslovak state along
federal lines whick would suarantee the autonomy and
risiits of the Indlvidual nationalities, This pledze was
never fulfilled. The national minorities were entrusted
to the equivocal, Inconclusive system of League protec=
tion, which made possible within the country methodical
repression of .the rights of each ethnical group and out-
side the country fostered the creation of a system of alli-
ances and mu rantees Intended to pravent any paacefﬁi
revision of unjust frontiers, There beccame more and more
apparent n detemmination to use Czechoslovakia as the
fulerum of a system of encireclement of Germany and Hun=-
ary, thersby eliminetine any nossibility for neighborly
rel=tions or cooocration on tie part of the minorities
e Czechoslovel state.  They did not demund the
ligbendhnent of the State nor, et that time, definite

nEration from the Rapublic, But 4t vms the Prasue

=1 i
0 L P hileh-undermined the wery founddatlions of the
State, utally conCrontind the minorities with this
ilse rgattves gecoptines of ‘& poliey +hich would have
led then to.take un arms apulnst their brothers across

tho e
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the frontier, or open rebellion agein=t the violernce
te which they were subjected,

Such was the futal 1link between forelen policy and
intsrpal poliey in Czechoslovakia, a 1ink whichk became
more and more evident as the extreme efforts of the
German minorities to coopornte with the Czechoslovalk
state ceme to an end and the snti-Cerman pollicy of Eenes
wag agrravated to the point of le=ding, in the s ring of
1937, te”the conclusion of the Czsch-Soviet pact which
mede Czechoslovakia the bridrehesd of tolshevism in
Damubian Europe,

(Avoroval)

That moment c=n be identified ag the beginning of
the dacisive crisis, Developments of incalculebls im=
portence meanvhile wofe cominc fast one uron the cther
14 Eurove and the world. PFirsct amons them, not only in
chronolorical order, was the ccnauest of Abyesinie by
the Ttalian peonle, +hich placed this country or An ime
periasl Tootin “Iﬂfmhrﬁeﬁ, throuzh the sensational fail-
ure of sanctions, the definite decline of all Canevan

declory. (Great apvleuse,)

In the European atmosnhere created by the Ethioplan
war, Germany, restored under the se is of Naziism to +he
greatness of her politicel -nd militory treditions, te-
zan an extensive activity for the revision of ike veace
treaties and paved the way for unlional unificstion
within the frontiers or the Third heich, 77ith the unifi=
eation ‘of A:sérln to Germany in March 1938, consecrated
by the plebisciie of April 10, it wee olviouz thet the
ctete had

syatem of repressgion whereby the Czechosgloval

been c¢reated ecnd malntained was Also shattered, Nor could




the Cera ng of Czteloslovakla longer submit to the

reclue of increasin- violence imposed upon their terri-
tories, nor coull Nazl Gernany further tolerste the
maintenznce of this reprehensible regime. So the con=-
crete problem stood in the sorine of 1938 when Henlein
gstablished in the Karlsbs=d prozram the Sudeten demands,
It should be noted thnt'evan then territorial separation
wes not contemplated. A cantonal reform of the State,
honestly and promptly put through, would for a certain
time at least heve satisfied the Sudeten demands. Not

at all, the Prasue povernment turned a deaf ear and
sought with exasperatin: obstructions to postpone any
decision. The situation repidly deteriorated, Viclent,
sansuinsry conflicts broke out at Zger over the mayor
elections. The overmient forces resorted to arms,
Geraen public opinion was not indifferent to the situa-
tion in the Sudeten provinces, but the GCovernmment of the
Relch still had tziken no steps at the time rumors of Ger-
man mobilization were artificially circulsted. The
al:rm in Europe grew from ﬁnur to hour. There was talk
of French mobilization and British solidarity with France
in tiie event of conflict resultins from a German sttack
on Czechoalovakia was confirwed.

The Eritish Ambassndor to Home, Lard Perth, twice
called on me on Lay 21 and 22 end inforned me of the keen
anxlety with vhich the London coverhment viewsed the course
Ye confirmed his country's solidarity with

of events,

Fronce., ar our purt, we meralv toolk note of the communi-

cetion: adiin~ thet our view of the gltuation wms less

pesaimistic,..




peassimistic. the key to pszce, we gald, was still in

Priue's handat if fairness &rd comion cense prevailed
there; the conflict would be avolded. In reality the
situntion shousd = detente snd the facts apyearad in
thelr true perspective, A _deaperous, underground move
had beon made by those who pase over no opnortunlty of
saliing Tire to LBurope. All this was later proved in

an irrufutablu manner. Dyrine the dafa when the alarm

wis sounded, Germany had not increased her effectives

by @& slogzle sisr nor had she sent apny military formation
whatsoever to the Czech frontier. This move having
falled, another was imnediately conceived, which patently
revesled its orlgin =nd purposes: to credit the Tumor
that Germany had in fect mobllized previously but that
she hed hurriedly backed dovm, impressed by the resction
her declision had provoked in various countries, This
feleifiestion wes to have great conseasuences: it not

only wes contrary to the focts of the matter, as is the
censenitel custom of certain orgsnizations which we have
by this time identified and unmasked {apnlause), but the
milit ry nmd politieal prestipe of the Third Reich was
cellecd into cause, It wms & weapon ﬁe:i'ned to turm
againct those who had used it: the Sudeten juestion,
plncéd on suck a footingz, Issued forth from the sphere

of probalility of = diplomtic settlenent and entered
a different one.

Despite this feet there was no deliberate precipi-

tantion or comrromisze. Althoush the elections confirmed

L

the overwhelming majority of Henlein's party, which was
endorsed by o1 .44 percent of the voters, that Party
resuned nepotiations with Prea ue, still on the tasis of

- t‘hﬂlli




were nrotrected
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the Karlsbad démsnde.  The

for two long months., There vere wny Fluctuations, but
no recults, Indecd, no hope of results, It wans 1han
that Mr. CHamberlsin made hie first effort at concilia-
tion by ssndings the Funcisan mission. This brines us

WP L0 Anrust S, when tle British enveoy arrived in Fra ue.,

L]

Negotiztions continued under his auspices, yet no pro=-

Tes28 wao nade, Tyxe inceseant exchange of memorsnde

O

served only to make the situ=tioh mors intricate and,
for meny pecple, more incomprehensible, Not for us,
though: on aurust 20 the Duce, foress inz the =acute
phase of the crisis to be inevituhle ernd imminent, in-
structed me to ébnsuit with tle German rovernment and
seek certain information, since he intended at that time
to take pracaution-r# measures elong the frontiers,
(Loud arplsuse.)

On Aurust 30 the Duce susvended the world cruise
that the 7th Naval Division wes preparines to make:
this was no time to send warships far from their besas,
{Aporoval)

In the atmosphere of exasperation which develonments
and polemice had created, there occurred on September 6
the Moraska-Ostrawa incidents, A number of Sudetens were
wounded and a number arrested. Negotiations were sus=-
pended. In int-rnational circles a violent German reac=
tion was expected. It did not come. But on September 12
the Fuehrer spoke, and his words hnd a dﬁfinite character,
FProcrastinction would not further be tolerated.The climasg”

of the drama was drawlng near.




Italy, 1n the two [NFORKASIONE DIFLOVATICA notes,

red Har attiiude, on whioh, in ahy case, only thoss
tho srectice internstionz]l 1l1l-feith by rofession could
ve held polamics 2pd dizeussions, Finally on September
tha POPCLO DYITALTA publlished the "Oren Letter to
Bunciaen! which imaediatsly was seen, throuch its content
i unmistakable style, to be the only constructive of
the many doctments that had hitherto appecsred, The "Open
Letter to Runciman" courageously pleced the nebulous
1inlom tie nezotintions on 2 plane of fact: the letter

sthod of coneretse aplutions; tha leatter

nointed £45 the
remindad- & world so frightenad eas to feipgn ignorance

th=-t there. axisted not only. a Czech-Cerman problem, but

[

L4}

that therae sxisted also a Czech-Magyar nroblem {(demonstra=

tion of sympathy for Huncary) =s yell =22 a Czech<Polish

roblen =nd that evch of theas was of such proportions
as %o b suscentible in iteslf of setting off the powder-
house neain,  The Runciman mission practically came to

an ‘end the naxt day, and it soon broke up. But one pro-
blem hed beesn advanced and the vell of silence could not
arain be thrown around it.

The tenslon in Suromne grew from day to day, often
from hour to hour., Switzerland and Selgium took defensive
measurcs on their frontiers. Frﬁnce called up her rescrves.
Reports, in part true, in part axagver“tad,.and in qart
falese, of militrry measures by the verlous countries
piled up one on the other and made the alr still heavier,

The sudden, unexpected news of Chamberlain's first
vizit to Germany brought a breath of hope. The honest,
caur::r-aﬂ;m move of the British Prime Minicter, vma vas

deteormined to leave no stone unturned before accepting as
inevitable..
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* then there woﬁld be no cholece or hesitation: Italy would

e

inevitable so terwible a conflict, was in all countries,
and 4in Italy too, received with frank and profound
sympathy, But optimism was short lived. The first
Hitler-Chamberlain meeting led to no substantial con-
clusion, while an incomprehensible stiffening on the
part of the Pragus government increasingly embittered
the local situation.

It was at this moment that the Duce definitely

determined Italy's future conduct and instructed me to
inform the Berlin government on the matter. If the con-
flict between Germany and Czechoslovakia were localized,
Italy's attitude would again be considered. But if the
conflict should become general, if it should be used

as & pretext by the anti-fascist forces to bring about

a coalition of ideological charactef ags inst Nazl Germany,

in turn feel that she was threatened and would align
her forces by the side of Germany's. (Grest applause)

This deecision the Duce announced to the Italian
people and the world in his Trieste speech. The speeches
which ensuad in the wvarious citles visited by him during
hie trip in Venetia gave the Italians the rare privilege
of being kept up to date on developments by the volce of
their leader. .

On the day of September 22, the second conversation
betwsen the Fushrer anmd Chamberlain was held at Godesberg.
We wers promptly informed by Germany that things wére
going badly. The next day the two leaders did not meet
but exchanged written messages. This was an indication of
deterioration in the situation: each party now wished to

make clear its historical responsibilities. Germany
fixed...
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fixed her demends and set a date: October lst,

A number of foreign representatives were meanwhile
calling at Palazzo Chigi. To all’ of them I confirmed
our attitude. As is natural, the most frequent ﬂoniultl:
tions were those with the countries to which we are
united by special bonds of treaties and friendship,
end among these should be mentioned Japan, Yugoslavia,
Poland, Spain, end Albania,

Sunday, September 25, at Schio, a conversation was
held in the train between the Duce and = special envoy
of the Fuehrer, who had come by plane from Munich and
met me at Venice, who wverbally furnished confidential
information and again expressed the appreciation of the
German government and people for the attitude we had
assumed. On Monday the 26th another gleam of hope was
given by the news of the visit Mr, Wilson was making to
Germany under Chamberlain's instructions. A fleeting
hope. The situation, in fact, was precipitating. Since
Czechoslovakia did not wait until Octover lst to refuse
the German demends, the Fuehrer shortened the time
limits to Wednesday, September 28th at two p.m. As of
that date and hour Germany resumed fresdom of sction
and intended to move forthwith. The information was
gecret, but it was immediately reported to me by our
Ambassador at 7:30 p.m. on Septeamber 26th,

The Duce at that moment was en route from Verona
to Rome, I recelved ﬁ;m at the station and informed
him of what had hepoened and what was being planned,
He recelived this highly-aerioua information with his
habitual imperturbable calm. (Appleuse) He informed

me of the decision to proceed the nmext day to an initial
p&!‘tiﬂ-llt 'L
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partial mobilization, although he still believed that, for
militaery and strategical ressons which I may not ;penlfy
here, the conflict which nﬁw seemed inevitable on the
Czechoslovak frontier might, desplte the declarations mnde
by the Governments asscclated with Prague, be localized and L
circumscribed.

Our mobilization began, under the Duce'p personal
direction, on September 27th. BSince there has been much
talk and discuselon on the alleged absence of any military

meagures by Italy and since oconelusicne and theories, which

warrant consideration, were drawn on the subject, 1t will
be a good thing teo make public the nature and extent of the
measures we took, (Approval)
The Army took the following steps:
1) the western frontier forces were placed
on a wgr-time footing;
2) mobilization of the anti-ailr defense in
Pledmont, Liguria, and the entire Tyrrhen-
ian slope;
3) oealling up of Alpine troops to reinforce
the divieions of Cuna, Turo, gpﬂ Taldentina;
4) calling up of troops to augment the effec-
tivea of the Turin and Alexandrie Army Cofps;
5) ealling up of troops to place the Po Army
troops on a 76% war footing;
6) reinforcement of the garrisons of Pantel-
leria, the Aegean, and Elba;
?7) ocalling up and immediate despatch to Libya
of reinforcements to place the XX and XXI Army

Corpe on a war footing;
8) calling...
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inz up of reinforcements for the

Si1elllan and Bardinian Army Corps.

Ar result of thege mensures, imvolving the ealling
800,000 men, the strength of the arny wag increased
¥ age of few horrs from 250,000 to 550,000 nemn,
_____ If the co-rse ~f avents had made 1t necessary,
nism of ceneral mobllization wonld have clloked
t1 ne uld have functioned with the same qulet
atiaon, end the Army wonld es always hive written nages
1 f10 ory. (Loud scelemations of the Army)
The Alr Fergs, in sccordmnce with previously eastatlished
e the fn eerial squadrena whose comranding
3-nad bean. aorointed nnd dutlies. egtablicshed, procesded
mre and reinfores she fields of marsivers whers the
¥ lved 4dr, the Ainitlal war movements were to be con-
tad 14 ealled un adequate reserves, There was no
oY ing ln edvenee %o prepare the Alr Foree for
! s Tul“efTiciency 'of ite equipment and
T tugaf ffs men.  (Loud apdlay
Nevy wag gomnletinz 1fts warshih orewe; outflttin
. % ¥ g a1 18:0)1y held in reserve)
E baead N T L g are
i | I g ol getlon; ' puttine into
' y - - [ * ahogaryss - irilance,
- ;22 bak? Ipe rutcers, 114
ind. Lo onta, 9l submarines, 337 a, mine-
1 P L &) of 6,123 officerg and
t inar nd men, ready to po- into gatio
a £ g of the fat 1land the vy's
™. &




These figures are tco elaquent to nesd elaboration
of any :ind. Lobllization vant forward in perfect arder
and absolutes calm, ee much 80, indeed, that its true pro-
portions eesconed the most mttentive obaarvers., The Itelinn

military machine, which thie Dune has bullt up nisce b

nlece (acelmanation of 1ias: ) duping sixtesn vears ot
: SetalaRaLion of Lussoll] G .

unremitting effort, —ave nproof in the heawp of sunreme nead

of 1ts high degree of effisienc
ermemnent and -equirment, but glso and above all as re-nrds’
morale; the entire Italisan reasnla lemonstrated on that 4y

8 colvil,politicnl amd military maturity unequalled 2In ne

eountry and at no period of histery. (Applanss)

And gince, in the underworld nf Internaticnel Youvrnal-

LT b g WL 1f LB V : 1Ea] k
evan r laatw . wavm & 1'_"-"‘ 5N, Lt was gald thet the Diinale
Toliey would in =rastiss Have acountered couositisn and

at _hr "‘q " ._,_I,_.. 4 :\ ‘I:ql y ; .In woE o o - “~ = | - o= s
thall not even take the trouble fo eny certalin libaloup,
1d1lectionlly ridloulcus Iisa pnd thet thelir aut ers - i
perhans atand to henefit by Keendnz in ' mind thet all the
Italinn opde, from fon to bottom, withou extantion end
without hesitatisn, wos durins Sertembar of Yenr XVIy
as it will eclways be hence? rth, ready to maroh iz that
iir=ction ¢ ich thelr lander vo'nte. (Prolonzed asnlause)

T':_ I.-'I.-I-.'-#_.,_-,,?,.I.:..,!\F_'. meseurse ] ,.-".l".._,...q.“ My n
Baan S ar s * Y, Theymg &= - e A A e i A ml=

= (] a2l O = i L =k e
mere spatifically the braeg of 'the nali ina]l prrap-ans wilE
Ban? i ¥ - T BTN L] = ey o ™ & T L
Berlin i b rans. £
wegtern demsoratalsg hed mlr ¥ done gG or at any rote

i
" o By Memefnre meatin- we oenllas Bt

2 gl
T M NN RN )




umdeh for noon on September £9th, which would have been
attended by LAnleter von Ribbentrop snd myself, accompanied
resnectively by General von Kelter, German Chief of Staff,
and Generals. Parlanl and Valle.

Thege méngures characterized the day of ‘the 27th,
vhich wos dedleated 10 pll countries partlcularly to {
military preperations, Bipiomatic gotivity marked timed
any further effort gesmed useless, Although the setting
ahead of the date was not yet known, the world was waiting
for the firat shot from one moment to the next. Even the
Er:f1erliv11e Iinleter'a brief speech over the radio was
not of & neture to lnculcate new hopes. Eurons was inex-
ornbly moving toward the ereat adventure,

It wa=s at 10 o'slock an the mornlng of Sentember 28th,

4 oy four hours now stood between us and the expiration

vhel ik
[

Led e

of the ultimatum, that n new fact ocourred. ' Lord Ferth re-
sted An pudlence ena wes lmmedlately received by me,

With deep enntlon he advised that Chamberlaln was appealing
to the Duee to use hils good offices with the Fuehrer durlng

the legt hours when peace mizht still be gaved. (Acclsmation

lazzo Venezla snd trensmitted

el

thie eomaunicatlon to the Duce, he immediately and perscnally

ini) When I went to

2t in touch with Abascscdor attolico and gave hil the follow-

ing inetructions! MGo at once to the Fuehrer and, making 1t
plagr Miret of all that I shall be with him whatever hanpens,

tall Rim thet I advige him to pastnone the bezinning of

pti-na for 24 heurs.  Mermrhile,. I ghall study and make
{1 al on wHet must be done to gettles the vroblem. X
iint telenhatio call), comrrndea, apared humanlty a traglo -tesgt.
[ G ARy P iggollad)

Mr-——--
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aribaaszodor immeointely -ot into touch with Hitler,

na time was talkin: with the Frensh Ambnmsadsr and

118 eonsent to the Duece's rrorosal. I have no

v in-effirminz that asueh & renuest from anyone alse,

fe might be, would have been uncompromisinzly re-

the Chanrellar nf the F:"‘.'?i':. {.ﬁ"‘,T!lTIfl‘-“}
i
inile Lopd Perth returned to Pala-zo Chisl. This

brosrht a oonarete nropoaal for a four-power son-

The

far the inmedints Bettlement of the dispute.
s othnt Sime was Anformed of Hitler's apesntance
ranasal To npoatnone operations for twenty-Tour

ant through the Ambassador g second -ersonal measage

1earer rending ag followa:

Thant the Pushrer for hnving arresd to oy sug-
f s=uspendinz mobilization for 24 hours; ' 2) alon:
rasnal o3s - p2nt me by Chamberlafin sdvieing
mede to Hitler, am Anformed that text of letter
In.gent today ZEth 10 Hitler:. ¢(3) ‘that
hich nerhaps will e public and of which I
P Aty tha. taxr A e e viwmoamAenle wolahkh T
% - ¥ e a8l ien 4
Pl ",r nomelw '_'“.-.___ ,\‘.l._i:ﬁ Turn tn Epr'{qn
L roblem 1n not more then seven days, the
i sent.opnd, 1P Hifler desires, also the
I7ulians, Italy lsn®urally 1a faveér of par-
o Tt ls mr convicticn that Hitler would in this
vlotory which. I do not hesitste t5 efqll roafioae
w1 % 17 il agmeg in e - £n fhe vl amead e A wemeld
ill
T Attold il i el £ tha Fushrar a
‘I Ty g i " E T = *nl arndition o® tHa
- 1 " - - %1 sonferance, tat wan *
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scle guarontee of guccess., (Great applause) He left it to

the Duce to choose whether the Conference would be held at
Frankfurt or Munich, The Duce agreed, and chose Hunich,

The conferense was called for eleven o'slock the next morn-

ing. At € v.m. the Duce l=ft, HNever has a trin been wateied
throughout ‘the world with siueh emcotisn and enxlety rnd with

more unanimous hones, although By thet' “ime the ip*eryventinn

of the Duce had civen to everybvody = supreme certainty of

succese.  (Appleuge) .

At Rufsteln, the Duce met the Fuenrer, The twn lasdars
feld a long convergaticn in the Chancellor's train on
rolitical and militery mattsrs, during which one roint was
established, the necessity of resching an lmmeilate sonoli-
21on and not vermitting the Cenference to etrnr inte the
~ N

¥ .1 ] 4 .
re and rhetorie, (Avonlause)
Applaus

ATt Nunleh Llr, Chamberlain and 15 Daladispy hed nlransdy
arrived. Conference begnn, Tha rest of the stary is
familicr. But At is worthwhile noticin® omné Aore *hat it
was the Duce who led discussions onte rractissl srounds,
fucnittice a tlen which the Gerpan rovernment had in
prinoiple rgread %o from the beginninz and which was, save
for the inevitahle variaticng in form; =Ascted ng. the
finel splutien, and that if was the Dune who brought o
e auestlion of tie Pollsh gnd Magyar minorltiea; ps wall
ne 8 F:_'_"""“I'.'_' T . 4_-....“!!=.-___ o ,..t n . -hr. p.‘r.\’\};"‘ ilve cams
mittee which eubgequéntly vroved éxtracrdinerily vseful 4a
antlyling 1 agreements.,

"I'-__.-I,..,.A-p am Y o ' vagrs nd haar tha evhliant o
pelemice and’etudy, which had to no buphose oeounies
Jurlasts ;;' Btatesmen, and which for many lonz monthe ha
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Jecpardized the pemce of Europe, hnd been solved; «und the
duae, after only twelve hours in ¥unich, weps able that smme
eveninz to leave for Italy, heiled by the German people.
Het by pure colncldence 414 they remenber that exactly one
year before, in the great Moifeld meeting in Berlln, the
Duse hed spld!  “Pasclem Has its code of =thics which 1t
intende to remain faltnful, snd this 1a also- my personal
code: to sneak cleariy end frankly and when one has a
filend to walk with him to the end or the road." {AHM%EUSEJ
It wes this nrinclple of the fascist code of ethics
which mads of the axies a sure and nowerful inetrunent and
one which wouléd earry decisive weight in the course of
history.  duniech not only marked the golutlon of a con-
tin-ent orisig, bHut i1t had a far broader political impor-
tance, upon which 1t 18 perhapa etlll today premature to

pass  Judgnent. - At Munmleh not only were Germany's national

rirhte to the Sudenten provinces restored, no%t only was

Italinn prestize gigantically heightened by the Duce's work

nr

e

the conduct of the people, but many facts, doctrines,
and institutlons have already felt and will atill further

ol

fee] the profound influence of this extraordinary event,
All developments subsequently taking vplace in Europe
muat be congidered in the 1lizht of Muplsh. The Czech-
Folish dlapute havinz been settled directly between Warsaw
and Fracue, the dispute between Czeshoslovakia and Hungary
mae at1l1l onen. The nesotliations between the plenipoten-
tigries aof the two countries hnd repeatedly falled. - The
tyan puvrsared indeed too thorny ‘in substahce to flnd
alution taroush dinlomatie sonversationa,  The tenasion

betwern.. ...
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betwesn Hunes ry and

“aking

n alarming aspects
lar

=y ey
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and Germany, throuch the

servicre to the cauge of neaca,

Czechoslovakia hrd beo me most soute and

» When the axls was able to
Only

preatice surrounding them

in atern Eucgpe, the great interests whioh beth conntrian
] AT Teolon, and thelr. identic deslre to enaure
T ¢ tiere, could sscume the Aifficult task af handing
rbitrel :22lon that would end the disrute, At
¥ thiv wan ie by the twe ccuntries of the axis in =
L |
d grel| 11 it N ccmnlete understanding. Aleo
in latter Sub-Carpathlan developmentg there kas been
ety -] Tity of wiew, rezardless of renorte to the
! L preess,  Italy and Germany, in othew
i 1dered - and t irterested nerties hove
t in this it o frontier leh was drewn
Aol dy aooented erdely twenty deye esrlisr shoul
t P iinte *ian. The srbitral award the
T ol | 1ndtion inenlirad by eriverim of
%) inlrsy, A grent Ainjuatice had been revalraed,
1 itholt a1 sdfieance that Italy wes. called upon to
- i 11k 1 uzon 2R L IRt oF
[ih= ] o that ol Vien ich fox leng s
negat L righte of Italia
5 - TADTY } AT Itallans, grd %
Dig I is n g
d ? 1thiing tioh r 10 gl
" L e & _|_+: - -r-r -1 Wy
i . " i . 11 w ehivalrously
1 ! 3 N i i
y I
| 1 iip Tt the % LT
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of Itnly. then engeged in war, the nocse of the Leacue,

(Loud apvlause and .-.1xn;_e_s_:}_:_|._r.'_nj of symrathy for Huniery)

(England)
Comrades, the development cf *he European gitumsticn

glnce Hunich and Vienne has rade it voeeible te affirm

e

itical kerizen, Fasclem,

that a rift has appesred 1n the gl
which has coneretely demonstrated ita unaltereinle calm in
hours ef trouble, doee not chengce aspect even when slpnifl-

cAnt sipns of improvement are seen in the air, Juef ag . we

refuse *o be shsken by alarmist cenics, go'we. gteer clear

of dangerous o-timism; this does not, however; prevent us
frem noting with satisfacticn every effictive. valuable,
end peaceful achilevement. Am ng- these we racell tn thHe
firset rlace’ the recent aprlication of the Esgter Paat,
whielh nlaced the relaticne of Italy ani Great Eritain en

a footlng of golld, friendly ecollaberetion, (Erolonged

ihe Ital--Britich pcecrds, et ¢losely llnked with
tbe nemes and petlon of Neville Chamberlair Lerd Halifox

(eprleuse), by no mesne rerresent a return

——

ire and simrle to traditicnal friendshir ns it wee kEnown
in times fer different from, the present: [Apnlsuse) They

are, lnstead, a series of ngreenente witleh, “tukins inte
nooount 1-'.__-. ner 1 I|,."l t"':ﬂg-‘_ ol :_".";"'.-' +} :'.‘ _-a .'.'"!"Z".';,
ang Afris: p T on & begls of sbarlut morsl,
A B 1 [ Avm]
Il'.].”fl'.‘.".' & nd ilitar enunlit VArrle __,_.-1,' i elations
Between the two Empires.
M ntEry B 4 "r.-'l"1r = t Aints or ernt & Ll

effective aonerete oortributd the Arns~)icstion of

> % eS| ™~ ] - 1 O ,,‘ "'1.- Ve e Paptn :.:il




ur coliey pnd we ghall vursue it with a tenseity and
renl 4- am nat sererate f‘]"-l"r“ |-‘r vt nd FoUma e nrlz}h \":I'.ll"h 15
i one Antends To sefecuard with 1nflexikle

firmness the intereste ond natural asrirations of the

Itulian -paonle. various sectors
of_* :ries of "Turde, Diibutl, Corsica)

ey L]
LF2 J':_.':""_'E'_.

Comrades, the vision of a united, armed, combatlve

Ttely winnlng 1ts emiire, tracing for the pecples jJust
boundrries, mautitnn getting forth from Rome the paths
of . reconstrutticn, enlizhteried the lives of our great

en end the paseins over of ocur herces. This vision now

returng to us, transformed by the Duece intc a formidable
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Subject: Speech of the Italian Minister for Forelgn Affairs.

Thie despatcn is good history and worth while read-

ing in full if you have time. With regard to Count Clano's

allegations as to the extent of Italian mobilization before
the Munich conference, the Embassy comments as follows:

"For the first time the extent of Italy's mili-
tary preparations during the crucial period of the
September crisls have been made known (a report of
the Military Attacne analyzing the significance of
the preparations 1s attached). Count Ciano called
attention to the lncrease ln the strength of the
Italian army from 250,000 to 550,000 men on Septem-
ber 27, and to the naval precautions taken, a par-
tial mobllizatlon decreed by the Chief of the Gov-
ernment when he learned of the German decision to
take military actlon agalnst Czechoslovakia on Sep-
tember 28 instead of awalting tne expiration of its
ultimatum on October 1. This decision had been com-
municated to the Itallan Government on the evening
of September 26. Clano announced, however, tnat at
the same time Mussolini still believed that, for mil-
itary and strateglical reasons which he could not
specify, tne conflict between Czecnoslovakia and Ger-
many would be localized. As indicated in the Embas-
sy's previous despatcnes relating to the Czegnoslovak
crisis, thle bellef would seem to have been based on
an assumption tnat in tne ultimate analysis Great
Britain and France would not be willing to fignt and
only when 1t was made clear at the last minute that
Great Britain felt that war was unescapable was the
neceselty for ilmmediate action made clear if a con-
flict in which Italy would hawve- been involved wae to

be




be avolded. Otherwise it 18 difficult to under-

stand why, if Mussolini had been informed two days

in advance of tne German intention to move into

Czechoslovakia on September 28, he took no media-

tory action until only & few hours before the cru-
' cial time.

"In giving further evidence that Italy would
nave been allied with Germany had it not been pos-
sible to reacn an agreement, Clano admitted tnat
it had been considered necessary to establisn more
specifically tne bases of a military and political
understanding witn Germany and that a meeting be-
tween the two Foreign Minlsters and the Cniefs of
staff of tne respective armles had been planned for
September 29 at Municn."

i1t would seem, tnerefore, tnat Mussolini led the
Italian people up to tne last millimeter short of war
and t&:n very wisely retreated. In my opinion 1t 1@
M“Hﬂtmtﬂ‘ﬂlhﬂtoﬂﬂ“tMpﬂﬂﬂmﬂ
very soon again. When Mussolini paused atter Munich
to take stock of tnhe nituatinn at home, it 1s probable -
that he dlscovered tnat a formidable section of public
opinion resented tne fact that he could have acted 8o
rashly as to bring tne country to the brink of a general
European war, especlally gince the dispute did not con-
cern directly the Italian people. Mussolini never loses
eight of the fact that hie position and power rest above
all on popular consent and the discovery tnerefore of tnis

temper among tne people must have made him a chastened man

at least for some time to come.

In




In view of tne foregoing, the present tub-tnumping
in regard to France, in so far as it may signify Italian
readiness to ouha&k upon a general European war, sounds
hollower than usual to me. Had it taken place before
Munich, I should have felt much more concern than I do

at present.

flort TP
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Tils report gemerslly confirms snd elaborabes the deta givem
in lapors Italy io. 16,783-3880 Ootober 7, 1998.

In ks spesch before the Italism Parlissent, at 1%s opeming
sesslon on ovember 30, 1938, Foreign Mnister Jand Rals & speeah
devoted in most paxt to the position of Itely in the Ceecheslevecism
orisis anl gove the following reswss” of the military preparstions
token by Italy at that time

iugast 20th messures wers startod to complete sml perfest the
oy anizetion of the frontlsr coviring foroes.

Auguat %0th *he round the world crulse of Yhe T4h NHeval Divi-
slon wos suspemied.

Japtenbar 28%h 11 juoe had kmowledse that Hitler had givenm Mla
altinatam to Jseeloalovdcia, to terminate ot 2400 I le om Japhambey
Mthe 1] Dace atill felt that if & confliet resalted, it would 8111
4@ olraasseriied amd Jooslised; 'owever, os 8 precsuticn he deelded
to stwrt & first purtial mobilizetion on the 274k aml geve orders W :
that effeot (Mte by U/) Fortlons of the Olasses of 1910 snd 1912,/
et leport Tbe 16,7BZ, Cot.Teh 1938).

]

On Jeptecsher 2T4h in order %0 arrive at & definite unlevetaniing
alth Nermagy sz %0 the ltaliam-Jom quxn-nuun: phases of
thm sltustion = conferonce ad f“haa siged betweon the German
dorolgn Uinlater Von ilbbentrop and the Jnder of the Oermen Oemeral
taff, Jamcral Von Tedtel, and the ltslian BFeign lUinister Mleno and
tie Italian Obles of Maff, Cencral Parionl amd Ohder of ALX Jo¥ps

fenor gl Valle ("ote by ¥/4; due to smibsequent evenie thia conferemse
& nover held) S

‘e ghove twntloned pregsutionalfy messurcs resdlted in the
following

fromiler uards anl sowering Cforaes bPougil %0 war nu-h

Antldirer st defenses of Medmoot, Ligaris amd defooses of
tie Mrrepeam ses oos st brought S0 wer strengih

. following \lpine divisions brought to war strengil

1a% Mvision "Jyurivense” = Torim

2 Mvision "'ridenting” - Leramn

4% Uivialon " lunesnse® ~ Oaneg

Inor=one In the etrongth: of the I irsy dorps, Torine
ad the 11 imsy Drps Jlessandrie.

vy of the “lo ("ote by 1t/4r mew moblle srmy composed
of "Jelere” , “motorized’ and ‘sorrassste” divisions)
brousht to thros=juariors war strengbh

from,

-"r.u.,mu,l; 1% leport 'De 16,088 Uegember 2,199,




all sbous B0G,000 called o the Fringing
ﬁﬂz--“ittm-ﬂ*ﬂmhlh

The Mr orps, om peper, wis orgamiscd into 4 o7 fleets amd
the sommaniers of theer fleets designated. Flans wer< made %0 cosupy
war ewrgenty lanling flelds in ouse of orasity and & fow Fesepve
persommal were called fo the colors. Mwever, in gencral the sxigting
mh_mhhnmm.ﬂuﬂmm““
of many wmiditional measures. a

The Nevy was placed on & war basle sl by daylight om the
30%h Jeptember the following ships were Feay for wal servies:
42 Battle ships snd crulsers
114 estroyers
#1 submarioes
387 "Loa” boats
e layers ond mimor units.ith & totsl aomp 1 eeo il
of BlES offisers anl 84,731 mos-com-issionsd
offloars and mem.

o ovh

The shove data confomus im gemeral to She dats rreviously
reported in h‘" . “'

do far a8 gould be observed at the time, this pertial mobil-
isation prosesded quietly ani effiolently and indicated that the
Italisn mobilisstion maschinery is well orcinised %0 effwet & rapid
ephillizatiog

m:mmu_mnm:hnpﬂuu-
mtmihmm-rmtnnmnm-ﬁ
depleted and eould mot have sup orted o major afford for mush over
three monihse.

For report oam Coundt Mano's spesah in sameral stiemilon is
Mﬂh“llmﬁlntiﬁlﬂhnmlm

s B Paing,
Blagh b L % A
Nilitary Attnole” .
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J3=#19, From Rome, Jan,1l7,7pem.

The Ambassador referred to the visit of Chamberlain
and Halifax and said that he could not share their view
regurding the pacific nature of Mussolini's intentions,
e 13 convinced that Hussoli 3 determined to pet sore-
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for Italy from the pre situation which he
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