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The Honorable L‘\ DepiaTiEni 1-;-__‘:;‘ :
The Secretary of State, > {/

Washington.

Sir:
s ’%.;rj)‘
With reference to the Eﬁ;}nsy'a_tulsgramu Ho. 14,
(s
o -"—January 13, 2 p.m,, and No, January 17, 7 p.m.,
6;-#-!;-19..
'1$d despatch No. 1251 of January 1a 1939 concerning

" f 1ha visit to Rome of the Eritish Prima Minister and
f \;/ ‘l‘hraign Secretary, I heve the honor to enclose a trl.na-

1ntian of the official communiqué issued upon the'
jiﬁfrminatinn of the conversations between the Britigp ‘

= “stetesmen and Signor Mussolini, as well as a translia- E

tion of the Informazione Diplomatica Communiqué mede F
.publiﬁ
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public on January 15, which was summarized in the
Embessy's telegram No. 17, January 16, 1 p.m.

In addition to the ceremonies described in the
Embassy'e despatch under reference, the Eritish visitors
were entertained at a gala opera performance on the
evening of January 12, after which Count Ciano gave
8 large supper party in their honor at the Hotel Ex-
celsior. The following day Mr. Chamberlein and Lord
Helifax were received by the Pope and by Cardinal

Pacelli. The latter returned their wvisit afterward

at the British Legation to the Holy See and remained
for luncheon. In the evening a reception was given at
the British Embessy which was attended by the Duce, the
Di-lomstic Corps and Italian officials.

Eerly the next morning Lord Halifax left for Geneva
and Mr. Chamberlain departed at ncon., He was sean off
at the station by Sipnor lussolini, Count Ciano and
other ranking members of the government.

Althouzh the visit was marked by an informality
which afforded a strong contrast to the reception ac-
corded Herr Hitler last year, there was nevertheless
manifest a spirit of cordiality, which increased
throuchout the visit and showed itself in popular
demonatrations of friendly interest in the mctivities
of the Eritish Premier. Althoush no announcements were
made in the press as to the routes he would follow in
procesding from one ceremony to another, the streets
along which he drove were customarily filled with
people, all apparently desirous of seeing the Erlitish
stetesmen whose visit represented in the popular mind
the finel set of ratification of the Anglo-Itallan

hccords
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Accords of April 1938 and a renaissance of Anglo-
Italien friendship. Considerable satisfaction was
also manifest over Mr. Chamberlain's reference to the
Italian Empire in his toast at ;ha Palazzo Venezia
banquet, which it was alleged marked the ruantublinh;?nt
of Anglo-Italian friendship upon the basis of equality
between two empires.

Throughout the visit the Italian press laid em-

phasis upon the Duce's desire for peace founded upon

Justice--a phrase which w=s repeated not only by the
editorials but by Mussolini im his only public promounce-
ment during the visit and in his telegram acknowledging
Chamberlain's message of thanks upon crossing the Italian
frontier., It would eppear that it had been deliberately
chosen to underline Italy's pacific intentions, but at
the same time to indicate that Itely had not abendoned
its Mediterranean claims and would demand satisfaction
in this respect as soon as the situation in Spain would
permit. Although Chemberlain expressed the hope that
something might be done to lessen Italo-French temesion,
~——1t was explained that he had made it clear at the outset
of the discussions that Great Eritain could not under-
take to act as mediastor in any way between France and
Italy, and no further information regarding the extent
of these claime weas apparently vouchsafed during the
conversations.

In spite of Itallan denials, it would seem that the
Italian Government had hoped that the British would as-
gume such a role and might be willing to urge Frznce to
give some satisfaction to Itely in return for a possible

arrangement in Spain and an agreement to withdraw all
Italien
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Italian troops. When it wos realized that such would
qat be the case, and in the light of reports from Spain
regarding the progress of Franco's offensive in Catalonia,
it was announced that the Italian Govermment would insist
upon a gatisfactory conclusion of the Spanish war as a
condition precedent to any settlement with France.

With the apparent object of bringing pressure upon
France to prevent its sending troops to "save Barcelona®
and using tﬁa excuse thaet French newspapers have criti-
cized the fighting ability of Italian troops and were
casting aspersions on their valor, the press has launched
on another violent attack on France, which reached a high
point of abusive language in two editorials in the TEVERE
on January 13 and 17. Although this newspaper normally
has very little standing end does not &s a rule merit
serious consideration, the first article entitled "Francia
da Sputi" (Spit-worthy France) which concluded that "even
Italien spit is worth more than the Frenchman against whom
it is directed, and the Third Republic does not deserve
much spittle™ was followed by another several days later
couched in similar terms. These editorials would scarcely
seem worthy of mention save that the repstition indicates
that official sanctlon must have been given to the use of
such terms, and the publication of the second was heralded
in the streets of Rome by placards advising the publie to
reed the TEVERE and stating that "Italian sailors could
spit in the face of France". The more responsible news=
papers repeated the warning contained in the INFORMAZIONE
DIFLOMATICA comamuniqué to the effect that if France inter-
wvened on behalf of the Negrin Government, Italx would re-

gerve its freedom of action and spoke of definite possi=-
bilitien




e s

bilities thet France would come to the rescue of Barcelona,
Whether these represented a genuine fear that Frence would
follow this course is diffioult to determine. The French
Amiassador has pointed out that if France had intended to
intervene it would herdly heve waited all these months.

It would seem more likely thet the main grievance against
Fronce 1s caused by the latter's failure to make an offer
in settlement of Italy's elaims arising out of the 1915
Apreement, whiech the latter maintsins have never received
adecuate compensation,

It has also been made clear in the form of news des-
patches from Germany that the Italian Government is con-
fident of German Support with regard to its attitude con-
cerning intervention in Spein and its decision recerding the
postponement of negotistions with France., It has also been
indicated that Italy counts on German backins with respect
Lo -whatever claime it may subsequently put forward in res-
pect to the Mediterranean. ihile the extent of such sup=-
port ¢an only be a mattor of speculation, it seems ap:
pureat that Italy will expect the same degree of e&sistﬁnca
in this rerard as it afforded Garmeny during the Czecho-
clovak crisls. Whetker or not this would t:=%e the form
of military aid, should such be requirsd, is open to some
doutt, pertlceularly in view of German nreoccupations in
other arses of Burope.

Az expleined to wme, however, by Lord Halifax, both
he end Chemberleln wers im-ressed by the assurances given
rorarding Itzly's pacific intﬂtilﬂﬂﬂ.ﬂnd by the definite
gtetement that Spein alone represented the stumbling
tloek to a peaceful settlesent in the ljedlterranean.
H:JLTJhUﬁE hermonize with ﬁhe cordial tone

of

-
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of the reception afforded them and the manifest desire
on the part of the Italian People for friendly relations
with Great Britain, I find on the part of some of my ‘eol- -
leagues, notabtly the French Ambessador, a measure of un-
certainty regarding the real aims of Mussolini's Program
which Frangois Poncet feels is inspired by the determina-
tion to "get something™ for Itely, by peaceful means irf
possible, but with the danger that if such means fail he
micht have recourse to others. Even thourh there would
appear to have been an improvement in the position owing
to the French decision not to support the Negrin Govern-
ment and to the possibility of an early victory for Franco,
the French Ambassador feels that the situation is never-
thelees fraught with possitilities of danger, Certainly
if the threats ageinet France continue, it is difficult
to envisage the poscibilities of successful negotiations
between the two aountriesj

In the lsst analysls, however, the state of Italy's
dependence upon Germany for support in any possible con-
fliet lezves the ultimate decision for p&acL with Germany
rather than with Italy. In this comnection it may te
noted that in his conversations with Chamberlain, this
part of which w s not repeated to the French Ambassador; -
Mussolini mede a distinction between Hitler's relations
with the Western Powers snd his plans in Esstern Eurppe.
Although Mussolini insisted thet in both instances Ger-
meny wes motivated by peaceful intentions, the distinction
nevertheless seems worthy of note as ieg hie statement
that the conditions in the Ukraine were so pitiful that
German help would be of benefit to them.

That aspect of the lussolini-Chamberlain conversa- 2

tions which deelt with the subject of Jewlsh refupees
was
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Wwas reported in my telegram No. 14, January 13,

2 p.m. While it was currently rumored that during

Chemberlain's call upon the Pope this subject would

; be discussed, I am informed by a most reliable Vati-

¢an source that it would have been considered out of
Place in a courtesy call of this nature for the Pope
to have entered into discussions which might have a
politicael significance. It would subsequently appear
therefore that no discussions of importance connected
with the refugee problem took place on this occasion.
According to the OSSERVATORE J{O0MANO various points
were brought out regarding relations between the
Holy See and England, and the results were noted with
gratification.

In summarizing the results of the Chamberlain
visit, it would seem therefore that while no new
commitments were msde, no new demands were formi-
lated by Italy, which refrained from pressing claims
against Frence, that the position of both countries
was made clear and that there is a possibility of bet-
ter understanding between the two powers, the concrete
results of which can only be reckoned at a time when
the Spanish situation will permit further discussions
or negotiations. It was made clear on one side that
the Rome-ferlin axis and "peace with justice" were
the basis of Italy's foreign pplicy, while on the
other side it appears that it was also made clear

i thet the London-Paris association was equally strong

and
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and that it weag a factor to be reckoned with 1ﬁ any

future development of Italian policy.

Raspep T ¥y your

(V.

Williem Phillips

Enclosures:

1. Treuslation of Stefani Communiqué
of January 14, 1939

2, Translation of Informazione Dip=-
lomatica Comauniqué of January 15,
19359,




Enclosure No. 1 to despateh No. 1252 of January 20, 1939
from the Embassy in Rome,

Stefanl Communiqué,
January 14, 1939.

Chamberlain's Visit

"In the conversations. that have been hald these
past few days between the Duce and the British Prime
Minister, with the participation of the Forelgn Ministers
of the two countries, Count Ciano and Lord Halifax, the
major guestions of the moment and the relations between
the two Empires have been examined. These conversatione
have been marked by the utmost cordiality and have led
to a frank and comprehensive exchange of ideas. The
intention of developing the existing relations between
the two countries in the spirit of friendship of the
April 16 Pact has been concordantly reaffirmed, It
has aslso been agreed to conclude at the earllecst pos-
gible date the special agreements contemplated by that

“Pact.

"During the conversations there has once more
emerged the determination of Italy and Great Eritain
to pursue a policy which will efficaciously work for
the meaintensnce of peace and toward which the efforts

of the two Govermments have been and continue to be

directed."




Enclosure lNo. B to despatch No, 1257 of January 20, 1939

from the Embtassy in Rome.

Translation

Informazione Diplomatica No. 26,
January 15, 1939.

Responsible Roman cireles attach importance to the
following reports concerning the progress of and conelu-
sions to be dravm from the conversations which took place
at the Palazzo Venezia between Chamberlain and the Duce,
Lord Halifax and Count Ciano.

After underlining the genuine cordiality of the con-
versations, it may be noted that in so fer as Italo-Eritish
relations are concerned there was nothing sensational to
be discussed inasmuch as their relatlons are defined in
their entirety and in particular by the Agrarmﬂntn of
April 18, 1938 which entered into force on November 16.
Both on the Italian side as well as on the British side
thess Agreements have been loyally observed. In the
necessary general review, other questions of a general
charecter were naturally touched upon and at the same
time that the British Prime Minister emphasized the
close relations existing between London and Paris, on
the Italian side it was declared in the most formal
fashion possible that the basis of Italien policy is
and remains the Rome-Eerlin axis, With regerd to Spain,
the Duce repeated that all Ttalian leglonaries uuuld be
repetriated as soon as the "reds" have done the seme and

when those belligerent rights, which it is now absurd to

deny, were accorded to General Frenco. The Duce, however,
' added




R
added that if in the near future any large scale inter-
vention on the part of governments friendly to Negrin
occurred, Italy would resume its liberty of action and
conslder that the policy of non-intervention had been
brought to an end and had failed.

With regard to Franco-Italian relations, the Duce
declared that the Spanish question has created and creates
a profound cleavage between the two countries and that it
would be possible to review the situation only when the
Spanish war was ended. Meanwhile it would be absolutely
out of the gquestion to speak of arbitration, mediation,
three or four power conferences.

It is further observed in Roman circles that this
belies all the unintelligent fantastic stories diffused
by the customary press organs to the effect that Italy
had desired or even implored British mediation,

Other questions, which ﬂuru examined but not at lemngth,
‘related to an arrangement in behalf of the so-called Jewish
"refugees” and to the possibility - in any case remote - of
a limitation of armaments. With regard to th; proposal of

mainteining the peace of Europe, this was expressed with

firm convietion both on the part of Italy as well as on

the part of England,
In responsible Roman eircles, 1t 1s observed that

after the Chamberlain-Mussolini meeting all pessimism,
as well as all excessive optimism,is premature. It
should be left to the men of good will to assure the
future of Europe according to the vital, legitimate

necessities of the peoples.
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The Department 1s oaware that his demanda will

probably center about Tunla, the Suez, and Jibutl, and

L Lol

-

these Tunisia will present the greatest diffi-

whnile he may ask for somg slight territorial
ucht thaot the prineipal

Tfor Italian residenta




om Rome, Feb.21,6p.m,
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the ages and types of men called these

zation ‘seem more in the nature of precautions

preparation for war and are considered

i
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observers here as not exeessive in
teEnslon at the time Italian eclaims

would rathe \ppEaY ‘that the mobili
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from Rome
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#62, February 22, 1

iim for information regarding the arrest

ccused of espionoge, a brief

in Tunis
aftErnocn

which had cccurred in the

0, February 2
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strength of about 550,000 teo E00,000 men,

however, consisting of untralned or partlally

not ready for combats If then: Italy had
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future. the
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=2= #102, Mdarch 26, 6 r.h.. from Rome,

I'voe He c¢haracterized any attempt to weaken the

Rome=Berlln axls, founded on an nssumption of the two
revolutions, nas puerlle ond stated that Italy would not

55 nagsoeinte 1tself with these povers which lamented the
fate ol Czechoslovakla :which heod falled even to moke a
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SubJeot: Conversation with the Soviet Churgé a'.ffaires
coucerning the present “uropaen situation.

(CCr FIDANTIAL)
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B 1 The Monorable >
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,1l]r The Jecretary of Staote, =-
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b Vashington. -
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: = Sir:

I have the honor to report that on the evening of
r( \P "}ey 5th a member of the Eubessy's suaff had s conversu-
|

tlon with the Soviet Chergé d'iffeirss in It=ly, during

...r...

T m‘a course of which the latter ex.ressed .the Tollowing

-

vieéws concerning the penersl ~uropean situstion with
particulser reference to the recent 715‘11'. to Rome of the
Rumenien Foreign 1inister, ii. Gafenou. The Chergh
stated that his views were the result of conversations
which he had had with the British Chr.pé d'Affsires, the
{ Greek liinister, and the Turkish snd Trench Asbasssdors,
“hen ), Gefencu callsd upon Signor Fussolini on
ley lst the Duce, after the usunl amenities, sm-—m:.hat

abruptly




ebruptly asked him why a "great country™ like his had

accepted a purrentee of independence from Great Britain.
Iy Gafenou replied that his country had no desire to be
drawn into the gquarrels of the Great Fowers, wished to
remain neutral end, therefore, if gretultously offered
protection apgeinst aggression by a Great Fower, consi-
dered that it would be folly to refuse such sn offer.
Nothing had been discussed, added 1!, Gafenou, during the
cmvarsntions that he had iﬂnantlr had in London ihat
could be considered offensive to other powsrs. The Duce
then sald somewha. vehemently "You should conclude a DO-
litical agreement with Germany."” To this M. Gafencu
replied thet Rumania had already concluded a commercial
agreament with Germany, which to him appeared to be suf-
Ticient at the moment. Here it may be s.ated parenthe-
ticaelly that ). Gafenocu, uccording to the Soviet Chargé
d'iffelres, told the Turkish Ambassador befors he laft
that he had gained the impression that Signor Mussolini
had sugcested this politicel sgreement as a coucession
to German pressure. The reason that M. Gafenocu held this
opinion was that Marshal vosring had spoken to him in
praoctically the same phrases during his wisit to Berlinm
previous to procesding to London and Rome. Marshal Goe=
ring, it will be recslled, had just returned from Rome
when M. Gafencu saw him in Berlin. !
idpnor Mussolini did not press the subjeet of a
political agreement with Berlin, but reviewed the general
situstion in . rope m3 he saw it, polnting out that the
rolish-Garman dispuyte constituted the grincipal danger

spot at the moment, with Franco=-Italien relations in
/ seocond




second place. The latter, however, said the Duce, was

not an occasion for war. Itely's demands against Prance
were purely colonial in nature ‘and did not envisage terri-
torial cleims. Signor Mussolini hoped that Frence wounld
prove to be reasonable in the face of "Jjust”™ Italien claims
end emphasized that sc far he had not concluded a milivary
alliance with Germany. Later, 1. Cafencu, in conversation
with the ureek Minlster, gave it as his lmpression that he
“a- expected to pass the foregoing information on to the
French Government.

The Duce -then stated that Ivalian efforts to bring
gbout a raprrochement between Hunsary and Yugoslavia were
progressing and thet he hoped Rumsnis might see its wuy
clear to ald elong those lines. While he, kiussolini, had
suprorted Hungerien irredentist cleims in other directions,
he would never suprort them as far as Transylvanis was
concerned. Italo-Yugoslav relations, added the Duce,
were of the best, despite the Albanien episode, as L.
CGafencu would see for himself when he visited Belgrade.
Signor ¥ussolini then emphasized that the Rome-Berlin
Axis wes in complete accﬁrﬂ with regsrd to its polioy
in the Balkens, md from then on the conversation took
2 more or less conventional turn.

Bafors leaving Rome, ). Gafencu, =ccording to the
Soviet Chargé d'Affaires, let it be kmown to severul
confidants that the rumored Ivalien effort to create u
Hungarien-Yusosluv-Rumenien-Ivelian economlie block a8 a
buffer a;:.il.nst germany had no foundetion in fect, and
also that Count Cileno had told him thet Italy was a.temp-
ting to play the part of "honest broker"” between FPoland

end Germany .
in
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In conuection with the Toregoing, it should be
reported that the Soviet Chargé d'Affaires' information
coincided in meny points with that previously obtained
by the Embassy from other sources,

The Soviet Chargé d'Affaires also stated that he
had learned from M. Regip, the Turkish Ambassador to
Italy, tth on the evenlng of May 3rd Count Ciano had
sent for K. Raglp and stated Lhat the Italien Foreign
Office had received alarming news from the Italisn Em-
bassy at Ankara to the effect that public end ulﬂioiul
opinion wes deeply stirred in Turkey as the result of
Tumors concerning Itellien desiuns in the Mediterrsunean.
For that reeson, said Count Ciemo, he had sent for M.
Reglp to assure him that Ivaly envisaged no plans in
the Mediterranean that could possibly arfect Italo-
Turkish relations. The Turkish ambassador replied that,
while he had been sure of the above, it was pleasant to
hear it confirmed. Count Clemo then gratuitously volun-
teesred the information that he intended to call Herr
von Ribbentrop's ettention, when he sew the latter in
¥ilen on Mey 6th, to the dangerous situation now existing
for Zurope as & result of Polish-Germen differences and
added that he hoped to influence Herr von Ribbentrop

along the lines of moderatiom.

The Sovlet Chargé A'Aff.ires remarked further that
on Mey 4th he had had luncheon with & member of the
Fasclst Grand Council, whose name he did mot feel free
to reveal. Thet offieciel had told him that Signor Mus=-

solinl was somewhat irritated by Herr Hitler's speech
before
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before the Reichstagy on ipril 28th, whan the latter
denounced the Polish Non-iggression Peset, since Marshul
Goering had promised him before leaving Rome on his last
visit that he would exert what influence he could to re-
strain Herr Hitler from meking o violent move. According
to the Soviet Chargé d'Affaires' informant, the Duce
felt that either Mershal Goering was unreliasble or that
Herr Hitler could no longer be restrained by even his
most intimete advisors.

The Soviet Chargé d'Affalres then went on to dis-
ouss the resignetion of M. Litvinov from the post of
Soviet Commissar for Forelgn Affairs, his impressioms on
that subject having beem reported to the Department in
the Embassy's telegram No. 176 of May &, 2 p.m. It may
be of interest, however, to add chat the Chargé d'Affaires
was gquite definite in his opinion that M. Litvinov's re-
signetion would have little or mo effeet on future Russisn
foreign poliey, stressing the fact thet M. Potemkin, who

largely agreed with M. Litvinov's idess on international

: affairs,would continue in his present post as chief ad-

visor to M, Molotov. The Chargé d'Arfaires in fact, gave
it as his personal opinion that M. Litvinov's resignation
was largely the outcome of personal differences between

him and M. Stalin.
_ Respegffully yours

Willium Phillips
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A Vith reference to the Embassy's telasgram No. 193 of
J/ May 15, 3 p.m., concerning the speech by the Chief of the
tallan Government at Turin on Mey 15th, 1939, I have the
1./ J! T to enolose coples in tremnslation of the speech as
published in the Roms press.
In commenting upon hiusa‘glini's remarks, the Italian g
press relterated that the "encirclement" policy would be
aven more dlsastrous a blunder than was the Verasalllas
system and thet "encirclement™ was obviously intended to
provoke war by an effort to isolave and blookade thes tota-
States. It was also allaged that the cholce now

litarien

lay with the great demooracies; that Italy and Germany

wanted peuce and that, therefore, there could be pesce if
the
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the demooracies wanted it and were willing to admit that
the Europe of Versailles was "dead and buried.” Mussolini's
warning that time should not be lost in settling present
problems was also echoed in editorial comment and it was
emphasized that sny effort on the part of Italy's enemies
to starve her out was bound to fail. In spite of the
Duge's assurances that there were at present no questions
in Burope so far-reaching or aoute as to Justify war,
Virginio Gayda was, nevertheless, deeply pessimiztie con-
cerning the possibility that the problem would ever be
understood, much less that there would appear any volun-
tary spirit of seorifice on the part of the Imperial na-
tions. According to Gayda, the latest speeches of Cham-
berlain end Daladier left no doubt on the matter, nor did
comment published by the French and British newspapers on
Mussolini's speech, since there was no talk of revision,
but only of foroeful means of resisting the demands of
the nations acoused of aggressiveness. Other writers
complained that the democratic press cmsidered only that
part of Mussolini's speech which suited its own purpose
and ignored the fundsmental guestion of the solution of
European problems, which, although they d4id not want to
contemplate it, must, nevertheless, be solved. It was
further said that the democracies which had hitherto
opposed bvery revision in the Buropean system continued
in exadtly the same mentality and, therefore, were a
menace to peace.

In accordance with its usual custom of giving the
utmost publicity to Mussolini's visits in different parts.
of Italy, the press has devoted most of 1ts space within

the past few deys to accounts of the Duoe's trip to the
North




North, where he spent several days in Turin and other
towns of the Piedmont, particularly on the French frontier.
In a few remarks which he addressed to the workers of the
Flat faotory at Turin, on May 15th, Signor Mussolini said
that the "motor poliocy", with the abolishment of the suto-
mobile eirculation tax, would have been continued had the
international situation permitted and added that on the
previous dey he had spoken with extreme frenkness, affirm-
ing Italy's deaire for peace but giving warning that cer=-
tain problems must be solved before they become chromic.
On Msy 16th the MESSAGGERO wrote that thﬁ reference to
the motorization program revealed the "measures of rigi;;
lent prudence imposed by the present obsoure internatiomal
situation,” The MESSAGCERO stated that the situationm
must clear up very soon and that "the states of the Axis
are detemined to arrive at e clear-cut situation, of
effective peace or of waged war. There is a barrier of-
suspicion, of preoccupations of an internal rather than
external character, and of prejudices and fictions which
the great democracies have built up around themselves

end which prevents them from getting to the heart of
matters and acting realistically. If that barrier does
not fall, there can be no happy ending."

A8 stated In the Embassy's telegram under reference,
the speech and attendant press comment seemed intended to
expose before the eyes of the Italian public a demooratic
threat to the peace end development of the Fascist régime
and thus justify possible further sacrifices in pursuance
of the present economic program.

' In
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In.general, among foreigh observers in Rome the
Duce's speeoh is oconsidered to have been mild in cﬂc-
racter and primarily intended :l'or_ internal consumptiom,
in line with his desire to do everything poasible to
avold a general war in view of the difficulty of stir-
ring up any enthusissm emong Italian people for & pro=
longed conflict.

Respe ngzﬂ yours,

[,/Aé;; 4{'(17 ?/

Williem Phillips

SR=-ASR-wrm
710




Enclosure to despatch No, 1429 of May 16, 1939, from the
Embasay in LSome.

MUSSOLINI'S SPESCH AT TURIN ON LAY 14, 1939.

People of Savoyan and Fascist, industrious and loyal Turin,

Conmrades:

Do you recall the last words of the speech I had the honor
to make before you seven years ago? To go forward and construct
and, if necessary, to fight and win. Looking back on these past
. seven years, now that it is again my good fortune and joy to
return among you, I ask: has the Italian pecple been loyal to
that command? Is the Italian people ready to remain loyal to it¥

The Italian pecple, in fact, has gone forward and has con-
structed, has fought and haa won. Fought and won in Africa
against an enemy whom Eurcpean military experts had guaranteed
absolutely unconquerable. Understand? Guaranteed it! The eternal
success of certain guarantees! Fought and won against the sanc-
tionist coalition staged by that League of Nations which now lies,
unwept, in the great marble mauscleum built for it on the shores
of Lake Geneva. Fought and won in Spain side by side with Franco's
heroic infantry, against a democra ic-bolshevik ccalition which
issued forth from the struggle literally crushed.

The synthesis of these past seven years: the conguest of
the Empire, the union of the Kingdom of Albania with the Kingdom
of Italy, the increase of our power in all fields.

Ag I speak to you, millions, perhaps hundreds of millions,
of people in every part of the world, amidst the ups and downs
of optimism and pessimism, are asking: are we heading toward peace
or toward war?

Thies is a grave question for everybedy, but in particular
for those who at a given mouent must take the responsibility for

the




the decision.

1 reply to this guestion by dncluring that after an objec-
tive, cool examination of the situation, there are net in Eurcpe
at present questions so far-reaching and acute as to justify a
war, wuleh, tarougn the logical development of events, would
spread from a European to a universal conflict. There are knots
in Suropean politiecs, but it *is not perhaps necessary to resort
to thie sword to undo them. Nevertheless, those knots must finally
be untied, since sometimes harsh reality is preferable to prolonged
uncertainty. This is not only the opinion of Italy, but alsc the
opinion of Germany and therefore the opinion of the Axis which,
after having been for many years a parallel action of two regimes
and two revolutions, will, by the Milan Pact and the military
alliance to be signed tlis month in Berlin, become an indivisible
union of two States and two peoples.

Those who every morning, perhaps with their telescopes re-
uersaé, have peered out to see whether there was a crack or fracture
wrill now be confused and humiliated. Let no one narbor ridiculous,
futile illusions or indulge in superficial casuistry, for the
doctrine ol Fasclam is’claar and my will unyielding. 4s before
and better than before.

Je shall walk side by side with Germany to give Eurcpe that
peace with justice which is the profound desire of all the peoples.

The polemists of the great deuocracies are invited to judge
our point of wiew with fairness if possible. We do not want peace
giuply because our internal gituation is notoriously catastrophicl

Yor seventeen years now our opponents have in vain Deen
waiting {or the fauwous catastiophe and they will wait in vain for
a long time to come. lor is it throush physical fesar of war, a

feeling unknowvn to us. That is why tiie theses developed by certain

armchair
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ﬁ}zuchnir strategists across the neighboring frentier, in which
ithey speak of easy military excursjons in the Fo Valley make us
smile. The days of Francis I and Charles VIII are over.. 4
Wchalk® (+) war is no longer conceivable. Even when there was
inot, as today, a formidably united people of 45 million souls

' nd the Alps, the foreign invaders from Talamone to Fornove
never were successful in Italy for very leng. In your glorious
military history, people of Piedmont, there are many memorable
episodes which prove that it is not healthy to contemplate arro-
gant excursions torough the country of Italy.

But it may be appropriately asked: is the sincere desire for
peace of the totalitarian states matched by a similarly sincere --
desire for peace on the part of the great democracies? You have
already answered the question; I shall merely say that the actual
facte warrant doubt. During recent times the geographic map of
thiree continents has been modified; but it should be pointed out
that neither Japan, Germany, nor Italy have taken one square meter

of territory or one single inhabitant from the sovereignty of the
great democracies. Then how does one explain their fury?

Do they really wish us to believe that it is a guestion of
. moral scruples? Do we not perhaps snow backwards and forwards
. and upside down the methods by which their empires had been built
and by which they are still maintained¥ It is, therefore, not a
" question of territories. It 1s something else.

At Versailles a system was created, a system of pistols

_ pPointed at Germany and Italy. liow that system has irreparably
" collapsed. Therefore there is an effort to replace it by more
er less sought and more or less unilateral guarantees.

That
I

(+) Machiavelli wrote, in connection witi tie French invasionsand
the practice of marking with chalk the doors of houses where troops
were to be gquartered, that "it was thue permitted to Charles, King
of France, to take Italy by chalk."
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That the democracies are not sincerely devoted to Lhe
cause of peace is demonstrated by an incontestable fuct: namely,
they have already begun what might be called a wiiite war: that
is, war on the terrain of eccnomics. They think to weaken us.
They are mistaken! ugrs are not won by gold alone. Jill-power
is more iwportant than gold and, wore important still, courage.

4 formidable, swiftly multiplying block of 150 million men
extending from the Baltic to the Indian Ocean does not allow
itself to be crushed. Any attack will be futile; any attack will
be repulsed with the utmost decision. Following upon the system
of pistols, the system of guarantees will also crumble.

This I have perforce told you, comrades, since it is not
the habit of Fascism to deal out exaggerated hopes or fallacious
illusions. A strong people like the Italian loves truth and facts.
And the reason for whichwe are arming more and more strongly,

80 as to be in a position to safeguard our peace and at any moment
t; repulse any aggression that might be threstened, will be

clear to you.
Comrades! I might dispense with a discussion of internal

questions. Those questions may be boiled down into just one
sentence: People and Hegime in Italy form one absclutely indivis-

ible unit.
From the social point of view we shall keep strict faith

with the postulate of our original program. Through the education
of the new generations we shall create the physical and moral
contemporary type of Italian. Through the development of our
overseas territory we intend to improve the living conditions of
the working people. 4ll this demands severe discipline, coordi-
nation of efforts, and an unprecedented tension of will. But
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this cannot frighten the Itclians of fuscist times; you much
less than tne others.

Hinety years ago little Pieduont dared to defy an ancient
empire. It seemed an act of rash folly: it was, instesd, a
great act of faith, and that act of faith lay in tie furrow of
history. oince tuen all peoples wno becowe tie initiators of
a movement toward unity have been called Piedmont., 4t must De
for you, Pecple of Turin, & source of intimate, deep, legitimate
pride to recall those days and to compare the Ttaly of 1848
with the Italy of the Year XVII of the Fascist Era. “hat an
arch of power has been built during those ninety years! And
who could doubt our future?

Conrades!

Whatever may happen I assure you that all our goals will

be reached.
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HRE C=#202 From Rome May 22, T Date

the free development. thereof, and that full reciproclty

Declaring that this clearl denied the contention of
g ¥

the democracies that Italy had becone a vassal of Germany

L
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The Honorable

The Secretary of State : /
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W\\I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of

an interview regarding the international situation with
particular reference to Italy's position, which was
obtained by the Associated Press from Dr. Virginio Gayda,
director and manager of the GIORVALE D'ITALIA, on May

28, 1939,

While I realize that the text of this interview has ;
doubtless already been widely published in the newspapars
of the United 3States, I desire especially to bring it to
the Department's attention, because I am convinoced that

the statements made therein by Dr. Gayda very ¢losely re-

flect

A
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L1L1/00°0FL




il
"
flect the views and opinions of the extreme element

in the Party, which at present has considerable in-

fluence, both with Mussolinl and in shaping the policies

Rea H‘ullr yours
V‘/Zdu- /
William Philliph

of the Ihgilﬁl-

fnclosure:
Copy of interview.




Enclosure No.1 , despatch No. 1455 dated Juns 2, 1939,
American llhular in Rome. . St 2 o

ROME, May 28 - (AP) - Wnat Italy and Germany, united and
ready for action, really want is & sweeping worldwide territorial
revision to place them on a basis of economiec parity with the
wualthy powers, Virginio Gayda, the authoritative Pasoist editor,
aaanrtud today in an interview.

There can be no hope of peace until they get it, he said.

Gayda, generally regarded as a apokesman for Hhsnnlini and
for that reason one of the most widely quoted writers in the
world, made it clear that Italy nnd_?ur-any would not be satis-
fied merely by wimning relatively minor olaims such as those on
Tunisia and Danzig.

Gayda did not say whether the axis partners would make a
formal demand for such revision or how soon they would aet to
&8t their demands or in what manner they would go about it.

He sald, however, that the slgning of the Italo-German
military alliance placed the issue squarely up to Britain and
France.

4nd he seid ItaloGerman demands for the revision "will
dominate the history of Europe in coming months.”

This earth, he asserted, has emough for all the peoples
who live on it. The British and French empires are bulging
with "superfluous" lands, some of them unpopulated and abandoned.

Italy has not enough to live on and dirisinﬁ of territories
is the only solution of the problem. There need be no war to

solve it, but there can be no peace until it is solved.

This 1s Gayda's view of the world situation today.
Gayda,
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Gayda, editor of Rome's leading newspaper, the GIORVALE
D'ITALIA, received me at my request in his office in the
Seiarra Palace, loocking out upon the Corso Umberto, Rome's

main business street.

This street, the Via lata of ancient Rome, is itself
rich with memories of events which led to territorial changes
in the past.

Roman soldiers under Julius Caesar and other generals
once marched through it to the Milvian bridge as they set out
on expeditions to Gaul and Britain. Centuries later barbarian
hordes poured through it on their way to sack the forum.

Within a moment Gayda, a slim agile man with a quick
mind, was talking rapidly asbout Italy's right to more of
the world's wealth.

"With the coneclusion of their political and military
allisnce, Italy and Germany have jointly put thu:prnblnn of
a new Buropean order, founded on a Juster division of rights,
up to Great Britain and France,” he said.

"Ttaly and Germany demand parity, or the equivalence
of the means of independent work and of positions. This
is the general problem of repartition of eolonies which
marks the present historic moment of European history.

"This does not mean the solution of this problem must

necessarily bring war. Great Britain and France, with sta-

tionary populations have colonial territories vital to them

and also superflucus ones. This is so true that many terri-
tories capable of great productivity remain unpopulated and

abandoned.
i " TNaLy




"Italy and Germany, with growing populations, on the
other hand need new territories for thuir'ploplu. The ocon-
fliet, then, is not bqt-aun two spheres of wvital interests,
but between the vital need of Italy and Germany for terri-
tories and a regime of superfluous territories of Great

Britain and France.
"This is the great general problem which will dominate

the history of Europe in coming months.

"The problems of Tunisia, Suez and Djibouti, although
important, are minor problems. They concern, among other
things, the obligation of France to give Italy the compen-
sation pledged in the London pact of 1915 and unpaid up to
now and the obligation of France to recognize the rights
of Italian citizens in Tunisia. g

"Italy insists that the problems of Tunisia, Djibouti
and Suez be solved, but she intends that the more general
problem of right to parity, or colonial equivalence, be
considered with serious attention."

The claims which Italy has already voiced against
France are not directed toward increasing her living standards,
but are absolutely necessary to permit Italy, with her teem-
ing and ever-inereasing population, to live, Gayda said.

It is this determination to live, and the ultimate
goal of obtaining economic parity among nations, that has
led Italy into her alliance with Germany, another natlom
deprived of .the means for existence, he said,

I asked Gayda what assurance the rich nations would
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have that the poor ones, once placed on a basis of parity,
would not try to dominate the world.

He dismissed the question with a quick brush of the
hand, - :

"Nations do not go to war for sport," he said. "Only
barbarians make war for the fun of it. Once satlafied, the
countries now hiﬁhuut means to exist will be only too happy
to take their place beside those which now roll in riches.”

Talk about ending the present world @conomio crisis by
reviving world trade is meaningless, Gayda sald, for without
adequate resources, Italy has not the money to buy from
other countries and no way of getting 1it.

And the oft-discussed plan of sharing the world's raw
materials without territorial revision is likewise imprac-
tical, he said,

"It will not solve the problem, because it offers no
parity. The nations which control the raw materials wounld
still control those which do not have them," he said,

"It 1s necessary moreover that the poor countries
have the possibility of inereasing their production by new
natural wealth in order to buy products of other states.

"It is impossible to think of developing a great, free
international trade, which is to say an active flow of ex-
changes, if equivalent eeonomic and financial conditions
are not ﬁruntad between countries selling certain products

- and countries buying them.

"This equivalence can be created only by a just repar-

tition of colonies, which are possessions of natural wealth."
As




As evidence that the nipuling camp fully realizes
Italy's crushing poverty of resources, Gayda cited a recent
article in an American anti-Fascist publication belittling
Italy's chances of winning a war because she had to import
steel, petroleum, rubber and other necessary supplies.

"Here in this attack 1s the very thing we have been
saying - that Italy is deprived of the necessities of her
national life. In this attack there is also the clearest
proof of the necessity for Italy to claim greatereconomie
Justice,” he said.

Geyda said the struggle between the have-mot nations
and the have-nations was much like the social struggle with-
in eountries.

"But even under the social reforms of Fascism all men
have not‘hicn placed on a level of absolute economic equality,”
I saia,

"Italy does not ask tht in the international field,"
Gayda replied. "When we ask for parity, we do not mean that
England or France give us an equal share of their empires.
.Iu ask only enmough for our needs. England and France would
8till have far more than we."

Gayda, bellicose toward the United States in many of
his editorials, had some kind words to say for America.

"Americans, living in the great empire which they have
within their own home, and which they have built up by con-
quest, work and ingenuity, are so far away from Europe that

they do not understand European matters, so far away from
Italy

*
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Italy that they do not understand her problems ,” he said.

"If more of them could only come here and see Italy!
If they could only understand that Italy wants only an
opportunity to live without gending thousands of her nltixtn-
away ‘to other countries, wants only to work in peace and
freedom. JAmericans say we are aggressors. If this be

aggression, we are."
once the rich nations decide to share the wealth whioch
they possess and do not need, the world can march forward

to a prosperous future, Gayda said, unworried by fear of war.
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This tcltgrggvpust bE
closely paraphrased be- FROM } : _ g
fore being communicated Dated September 1, 1939
to anyone, (EX & B)
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Secretary of State,

Washington.
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This telegram must De Dated September 3, 1039,
cloaely paraphrased
before belng commnicated Rec'dy 4151 pe m,
to anyone, . (S=C)

tary of State,
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE

AMERICAN [EMBASSY
No, 1575 ROME, October 5, 1939, ?
Subject: Count Clano's Visit to Berlin:

September 30 and October 1, 1939,
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The Honorable

# The Secretary of State,

!"- |
) .-
ir Birg
I X
._.i_ With reference to my telegram No. 438 or October 4,
6 p.m, I have the honor to report that the sudden de=-
parture of Count Clano for Berlin at six p
1, and

Washington,

«Ms on Ootcher
the brevity of his visit which lasted but eighteen
hours, has formed the chier subject
eircles in Rome,

of comment in all

At the time of this writing
sible to gather

it has not besn pos=

authentio information as to the reasons

which diotated this dramatic move. All that is officially

known is that the Italian Cabinet h
chairmanship and

as met under Mussolinirg
that the results of Ciano's
Were discussed there,

conversations

The




- B

The following may throw some light upon the badk-
ground of Ciano's wvisit., I am reliably informed that
in the early afternocon of September 30, Hitler spoke
to Mussolini on the telephone, urging him to come hime-
self to Berlin forthwith, The Duce demurred but agreed
to send the Foreign Minister instead. Accordingly, Ciano
left three or four hours after the telephone conversation,
The fact that Mussolini refused to lend the prestige
of his presence in Berlin to the German "peace offensive,™
and that Ciano's visit to the German eapital lasted an
extracrdinarily short space of time, has led shrewd ob-
servers to conclude that the Italian Government has not
been willing to associate itself irrevocably with what=
éver moves the German Government may be preparing. It
is to be supposed that the German Government had wished
Italy to act as a spearhead in the effort to maneuver
France and Britain into a position of having to seem to.
refuse peace, which as I see it is the chief aim of Ger-
man policy at the present moment. Germany, having achieved
her military objectives, obviously would weloome a cessa-
tion of hostilities and the inauguration of negotiations
for the revision of the Treaty of Versailles, Relying
on Italien oooperation, the Germans apparently sought to
make Italy act the part of "honest broker™ - in Germany's
interests. Thia function, it is believed, Italy, through
Count Clano, has refused to perform. Such belief is
strengthened by Count Ciano's remark to me, reported in
the telegram under reference, that Italy's Present position
would be "maintained indefinitely.” This goes far to j
confirm the feeling that Mussolini bhas made it plain to
Hitler that Italy intends to make its own deoisions and
will

R e e PR R S RO E T ATy
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will resist any effort to draw her into the present

j nsnﬂint. actively or passively.
.F In this connection there is nothing to prove that

III

/ Hitler asked for Itely's military as well as diplomatio

I assistance at this juncture. When Ciano told me that
the German Government fully understood Italy's attitude,
he confirmed my feeling that the Germans must recognize
that Italy is not equipped to make war against a major
power and that it would be futile to demand it of her
at the presemnt time., By remaining neutral Italy covers
a large part of Germany's southern fromtier, thereby ren-
dering a military service of muoh importance.

An interesting and instructive comparison can be

drawn between the evolution of Itn;l!.nn policy during the
last months of 1914 and Italian policy since the Salz=
burg meeting in August, 1939. In this comnection, the
policy of the United States is being watched with keenest
attention, since a practioal demonstration that we were
eympathetic to the Allied cause would profoundly influence

-

the Italian attitude tavards Germany.
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This telesraem mast bhe

closely paraphrased b g=

fore being comauniecated
to anvoneg, (8C)

Secrebary. of State,

Haghingtona

polleasue whose name I am not permitted ¢

=

who has Excepticnal acceas to Clano has rcportad

the utmSst confidence the substance . of hia coavergal
with the liinister on Satuvrday lasty It iB

he decision has been reached to enter the war
Mussolinl and the General Staff are of the oplnion

cpportune moment will come during the second half of
However, it might be earlier or later, Italy!s efforts

be conducted by sea and by air apd will'be directed agains
I‘alta, Corsica and Bia:rta.. liobilization of the army can
be completed irmediately thertafter, 1t ia posalible but
not probable that Italy vill become involved with SwitzeEre
land, o movement is contemplated against Yugoslavia or
the Balkans inasamucn as the supplics to Germany and Italy
from those eountries smust not be disturbeds Nothing

that the British or Frenoch can do such as lightening the

blockade
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=g= #392, ilay 21, 5 pem,, from Rome

blncyad: by new control measures or any appeal by President
Roosevelt can alter the decision, In fact a certain irrie
tation was expressed with regard to the President's
"interference”,

I sannot, of course, vouch for the accuracy of the
foregoing but undoubtedly 1t represents the views of the
Forelgn ilinlaber expressed on last Saturday in the utmost

confidence to a friendy

PRILLIP3
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This telegram must be Rome

closegly paraphrased be-
fore being communicated Dated May 23, 1940

to anyone. (Br)
Reec'd 5:18 p.m.

Secrctary of State
Washington

402, May 23, 6 p.m.
FOR WELLES.

Your letter Hay 4.

I do not think that there is anything to be dont

now which could be helpful. Everytling poirts to the

fect that the decisien has bectn made to enter the war
at an early date and I believe that any furtiicr step on

our part would only bE resented and could accomplish
nothing.

PHILLIPS
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RDS
This telegram must be Rome
closely paraphrased bee
fore belng communicated Dated May 28, 1940
to anyone., (3C)
Rec'd 10:50 a.m.

Secretary of State, \}5-/‘&‘5(} \Q
Q 5 o ik

“‘ashington. \ ,a.ﬁ;\!}b".
6!

RUSH O

426, May 28, 2 D.ma "

FERSONAL FOR .ELLES FROM KIRK,

"I came down here hurriedly for thi sole purpose

* of telephoning you to say that there was some thing very

much on my mind which I wanted to discuss in Vashington
and to ask 1f you thought I could come. If so I propose
to try to arrange from here for passage on the first
Clipper flight from Lisbon as no such arrangement can be
made speedily in Berlin, I now find that connections
from here are so doubtful that I probably could not
reach ‘ashington for a week or more and furthermore that
B8 EveEnts seem to be moving 8o rapidly whatever usc
there might be in my suggestions would be .negativel
I should went to present them in person.

(END SECTION ONE)

HO/Sd . 82/L 9982/ wva wvasoeny 1iogons
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RD3
This telegram must be FrOM Rome
closely paraphrased bee s
fore being communicated Dated iay 28, 1940
to anyone, (SC)
Ree'd 10:08 a.m,

Secretary of State,

washington,

RUSH

426, May 28, 2 p.m., (SECTION TwO)

I therefore frel I must give you by cable an indi-
cation of the matter in mind although I mistrust this
form of communication and realize that any such outling
is Probably worse than none at all, The bPoint is that
I am convinced that a continuation of the Progress
marked during the past two WeEks by the Germah arms will
destroy the kind of world which 13 essential to the
Existence of our national 1ife and that consequently the
fight 1is alresdy our o¥m, YE ore now heing largely dis=
counted as a factor in this fight because it is ExpEcted
that 1t wlll be over before we are Effectively
it and 1t 1s certain that great care will be
Germany to keep us out, (END SECTION T0)

FHILLIFS
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JR

This telegram must bE

closely peraphrasgd be- RomEe

fore being communicated ~ FROM

to anyones (80) Dated May 23, 1940
Ree'd 1:48 nae

Secretary of Steate,

Washington.

RUSH.

425, Yay 28, 2 pe.m. (SECTION THRZE)

It may not be the moment to spealk of the element
of morale but our immediate entrance into the var covad

riot hels but affect profoundly both sides and furthemore,

vithout any certain knowledge I am told that we could fly:

ovey dmmediately scveral hundred planes and ship many more
withip the snact of a weeks My proposal therefore is that
we malte up our minds to enter the war immecdiately, Before
doing so, however, we should suomit at onct a general plan
for a peace that would take into consideration not only the
sreservation of those values and intereste £ssential to

tne integrity of the countries at war with Scimany but

also thc fact that a strong and reasonably satlisfied

Geyman people ie essential for lasting peace end ordErs
brief it must bDe a peace vhich both sides could (begin

underline) justifiably (enc underline) accept.

PHILLIPS
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This telegram must be—————
closely paraphrased be- ROME

fore belng communicated
to anyone, (SC) Fros Dated May 28, 1940

Rec'd 1:37 p. Na

Seorgtary of State,

Washington,

RUSH

426, May 28, 2 p, m, (SECTION FOUR)

If Germany refuses weg declare war and take such
active part in 1t 1mmediately as we can without jeopardiz-
{ng the actual defensg of our country, The other American
Republics should follow,

I realize fully how this must sound and how many
considerations it ignores, but I am not leading from
hysteria, I am convinced that if Germany wins a quick
war and dictates a peace there will be no place for us
in the kind of world that will follow., If, on the other
hand, Germany is eventually beaten by its present
opponents it will be at the end of such a war that not
only may a just peace be precluded but the social and
nolitical system on which our own 1life i3 based may DE
overthrown by general revolution., My plan, therefore,
is to attempt to inject some sanity into the present
nmadness and if we fall in that we shall then .throw on
our welght in order to turn the scalegs at the moment whi

a quick




REE -2~ #426, From Rome, May 28, 2 p, m., (SECTION FOUR)

a quick victory may be essential to Germany, In so

doing we shall only be taking part in a fight which in the
last analysis must be ours if we ATE to pPreserve our own
Exlstence,

Would 1t be of the least use for me to COME OVEY
to Dcnanstratz In person my convietion in what T say?
If poassible, or advisable please just flash me an
indication in care of the Embassy at Rome but if I hear
nothing by day after tomorrow I shall return to Berlin,"

(END MESSAGE)

PHILLIPS
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1518 From Romg

Thds telegram mudt bg

cloaely paraphrafed Dabed May 29, 1940
bEfore being comfuni-

cated to anyoned (5C) Rec'd 12:48 p, m,

Secrctary of State,

Washington,

429, May 23, 4 pe me

CONFIDENTIAL,

Ciano stated yesterday on the golf course to
Itallan friend that "things would happen" betveen

June 10 and 15,
FHILIIPS
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

JI
This telegram must be ROME

¢clézely paraphrased bDE-From
fore being communicated Dated May 31, 1940

to any onek,. a)
Ree'd 10 a,m.

Segeretary of State

Secret

Washington

RUSH

437, Hay 31, 2 p.m.

Ciano rezeived me at one o'clock and I communi-
cated to him orally the Presldent's message to the
Chief of Government contained 1n thE‘DEpartment's
ﬁgélfﬂay 30, 8 pems He went over it carefully and
took penciled notes of its contents. He them informed
me that he would probably be unable to see Mussolini
until this evening and would either late this Even=
ing or tomorrow mornlng communicate to me
Mussgolini'as reply. He gave as his oplnion, however,
that all the points which the President heas ralsed In
hie messase hHave already been given careful consldera-
tion by Mussolini, The Chief of Government had taken
his declsion to enter the war and 1t was now only a

question of a short time = a matter of days - when

this step would be taken,

I said that T hoped he fully realized the profound

change

El%mepmoe | SG8Z/ 5661 HYM NYIJOUNT [1000VS




=2=-i#437, May 31, 2 p.m., from Rone

change which would occur in the attitude of the Amerie-

¢an public towards Italy ﬁs soon a3 this. country
entered the war, to which he replied that this fact
had also been taken into condideration and that
EVErythling vould be done so far as possiblE to aveoid

injury to imerican interests,

FHILLIFS
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This telegrom must B

clogely porcphraced beEe Rome

fore being communlcated

to anyont. (br) FROM Doted June 7, 1940

Rec'd 9:55 cam.

Seerctary of State,

Washingtone.

Secret

R T e —

RUSH.

480, June 7, 2 o.m,.

During my interview with Ciano this morning 1
rm{zikigﬂﬁhzr enlightenment with regard to the approximate
time that Italy would enter the war, He replied thet this
would happen "in a few days, certainly during next weeka"
He told me that he himself would join his regiment but that
he would be stotioned not far from lome and he plamned

to return to Rome twice during each week. lMeanvhlle

Anfuso would be in charge of the Forelgn Office.

PHILLIFS
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8, June
SECRET. - A report hos just cone

unconfirmed irom sgurces which

-
g
£
o
C
=
G
T
t
£
2
-
>
x
7

Thursdar the 27the  ThE purpose

movEDEnt is apoorently to copture. Gibroltar,

cegz/




RAW
This telegram muat bE

closely paraphrased be=-

fore beinp communicated Dated June 25, 1940,
to anyone. (8C)

Rec'd. 1:15 pems

FROM
Rome

Seeretary of State,

Washin;ton.

Secret

630, June 25, 3 DM,

CONFIDENTIAL,

iy 618, Junc 24, & DP.Me !

The Spanish Naval Attache has this morning denied
categorically to Crptain Kinkald any personal knowledge
of 3:ain's intention of declaring war on Thursday. At
the same time Kinkoid received the distinet impression

that the Naval Attache thousht thst Spaln would eventually

Enter the war.
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Yurthe rmore the Maval Attache did not

-y
L

deny or admit that Itallan troopas were belng sent to Spain.
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JR
This telegram nust be

¢losely paraphrastd e~ FroM ilone
fore Dein; camunicoted
to anyone. (SC) Doted Ju uat 1, 1940

Secretory ol State,

Woshin tan

Tty wbguat ky 11 ‘aam

I an relliably informed that
the Gemon Embassy here have declared o

weoseVELTYa dEfEct 18 of vital Liportzn

he GErmon 'Govermient ‘hos zuthentie
the President to bring the
Into the srer ofter the electic

therefore cpare n

NELILNEY rioney nor g7

reelection,
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DIVISION OF
NEAR EASTERN AFFAIRS
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for discusslon
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has information which he conslcERg
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the German Government has put its oo
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1tion by Italy which would cau3sEe
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FROM

JETMARN

L8BOI/

ritorlces.

granted
Russaid in order to obtaln

wlll be undertaken from two Aifferent

pincer meovement=={one) through Huss!

from direction of Turkey. It 1s sald

probably beglin in about two weeks.

It 13 sald furthgr Germans
moveEment agalnst Suez through

Q

eventually move agalnst SuEz
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KD —  Howme
This telegram must be
closely paraphrased be=- Dated June 7, 1941
fore Being communicated ™
to anyone. (&) Rec'd, 4 pe TMe
Secretary "of 3tate,

Washington.
796, Juneg
friend as saying during

war between Russia ond

e himself wos of
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democratic: despot,

Arcelving

OwWn

diatollc







	0001
	0002
	0003
	0004
	0005
	0006
	0007
	0008
	0009
	0010
	0011
	0012
	0013
	0014
	0015
	0016
	0017
	0018
	0019
	0020
	0021
	0022
	0023
	0024
	0025
	0026
	0027
	0028
	0029
	0030
	0031
	0032
	0033
	0034
	0035
	0036
	0037
	0038
	0039
	0040
	0041
	0042
	0043
	0044
	0045
	0046
	0047
	0048
	0049
	0050
	0051
	0052
	0053
	0054
	0055
	0056
	0057
	0058
	0059
	0060
	0061
	0062
	0063
	0064
	0065
	0066
	0067
	0068
	0069
	0070
	0071
	0072
	0073
	0074
	0075
	0076
	0077
	0078
	0079
	0080
	0081
	0082
	0083
	0084
	0085
	0086
	0087
	0088
	0089
	0090
	0091
	0092
	0093
	0094
	0095
	0096
	0097
	0098
	0099
	0100
	0101
	0102
	0103
	0104
	0105
	0106
	0107
	0108
	0109
	0110
	0111
	0112
	0113
	0114
	0115
	0116
	0117
	0118
	0119
	0120
	0121
	0122
	0123
	0124
	0125
	0126
	0127
	0128
	0129

