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caravan routes over which t he ~ransport of any considerable 

quantities of heavy \<ar material vrquld be out of the question . 

Airplanes, hOYiever, are another matter as ,.they can be tlovm 

from eome point along the Transeiberian Railroad where they 

would be assembled , and light arms, such as machine-guns, and 

ammunition could be flown and delivered, along with t he air

planes ~bemselves, into Chinese territory. 1.:ost ot the 

assis tance vthich could be rendered by the Soviets would 

necessarily be through supplying military and other advisers, 

and by giving moral support . For these reasons, then, the 

feeling against the Sino-Soviet paot is not so strong as i t 

might be. Ho\fever, t~ p:_ese does not hesitate to state that 

the attitude of t he Soviets toward Japan bas become more -· ..... ----... --
menacing since the conclusion of the p~ct . 

~..;..;.=--- --
In the light or what has transpired it cust be admitted 

that whoever may have tired th~ fir st shot at l!arco Polo bridge 

on July 7, the Japanese military sensed that this >tss a most 

opportune moment to undertake hostilities with China vTitbout 

incurring the risk or immediate intervention on the part of 

Soviet Russia. Not only is the European situation thor oughly 

engaging the attention of the Soviets but t he int ernal situa

tion is believed seriously to heve impaired t he eff i ciency of 

the , Soviet army. It vlill be recalled t hat Ue.jor ~neral Homma, 

a Japanese general. statt officer, on his return from Enple.nd 

last June after visiti ng L:oscow shortly after ~he recent · 

executions of Soviet military leaders, told t he press on 

several occasions that the "Soviet Army is greatly weakened by 

the recent developments within the Red ArmY and i s facing de

struction." He also v1ent on to say t hnt t h• Japanese have 

consistently overrated t he Soviet ~ny . implying tbet he and 

ot her Japanese o1'ticers have shared the belief of t he JaJ•anese 

public that t he Soviet ' Army is stronger t han is actually the 

case.• Such a statement coming from a high-ranki ng Japanese 
officer 

•!.I ill tory Att e.chll' s report t o .IIJ.r Dep~r~t.lent , ~:o . 13062 , .Tuly 9 ,193 7 . 
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