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with biEst western traditions:

which China wlll neot keep,

in happler years or which may pre-
in China of other friendly powers,

the Soviet Govermment 1s agreeing to

ESE soVErelsnty over Outer Mongolila
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PE] 1t Lot Ehe Far East, he Amerd orrcespond=
i kerbodker and sevETral British papers a adE
ticular targebk for attack, .:
3 ;

stating that instigators of war "whEti':E"” g
ers" will not sucered in seeing the Soviet
"a policy on orders from anyone, or as a
résult of pressurc from anyone, or on account of anyone's M
promisea® the article continues: I
ovict Goveirnment, unwaveringly adhering to a

policy of peace, will wage war only with agressors; only |

\tors of peaceg, -with the violators of

Soviet
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N3 Z«lo, 43, February 11, 7 p, m,, from Moscow,
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e ]

Soviet frontiers, Yo stormy international orchestra 3

of slander and excitement can shake the iron 3oviet

resolution’ and calmness,"
Three,  The artiecle in

230 prominent a place In .the

to represent a statement of

particulerly with regard to

Pour. The above passage

it subjeet to two different
remn- & 'surictly prarmetical

o -mEan that the Sovi

AN AFET'ESSOY, Sinee the

lons . o abtinek Jopan. it is

abo¥e gquoted - is ‘Intended to

iitions unhder which the Sovi

v ro ot} w E 1
L GILE £ ] 8]
iors and tuken literal
o 30 t fo ™ po)

n . e

event of an invas

Ehe Enial of ‘Soviet

e

aquestion has been glven
NnEwspaper and 1Is' intended
3oviet foreign policy

the Far East. "(END GRAY)
iz 30 worded as to mmke
interpretations,
point of view .1t wourld ]
et  Union will go to war
ion of. S3oviet territory
WPtiﬁlE'ﬁﬂﬁihTﬂ to. bE
IntENn=-

believed that the passage 3
relate only to the con= .

Et. Government would ro to
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accuses of spredding "inclting rumors in regard to

The writer aska "was.- it for this reasson that thls
pErsonagt was sent herec by the Afghan Government,"
{END ?'n?}

: I ubt if this chorge has any Toundation.
have h numerols conversations with the Afgban Ama-
bassacdor and have never heard him even meEntlion. the
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horities to bring pressure upon thi :

ns of the diplomatic corps to prevent them froo

i
exchanging with one another their views regarding
Joviet policles.
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way Of Effective assiastance
Govermment to Czechoslovakla
reports from other sources of
‘
ioscow military district
ast three weekz and that
wo rifle divisions and
he present, however, there
transTer Pepresenta more than a
1t district),
1d Japanese Embaasles
immedinte situntion offered the opinion
wiet Unton would nob come to the aid of Czech=
cade of theé out break of war between Germany
“ziehoslovakia. It hns been reported to the cmbassy
through confidentinl sources that the German Embassy in
lloscow hna recently expressed the same opinion to 1ts
Foreign Ofi'lcE, |
Three, An official of the Soviet Foreign Office while
discussing the situation today relterated the attitude of

ExtrEmME pafsimizm with regard to the situation of Central

Europe which the Soviet authorities of late have consise

tently manifested and reveated the Soviet view that

Germany will uidoubtedly attach Czechoslovakia unless a

strong stand is taken by the great powers, In this

connection







EMBASSY OF THE /

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA g/

luoscow, Jine 4, 1938,

sions with the Japanese ambasssdor
Loscow; Japanese-3oviet Relatlons; the
ral Ianternational Situation.
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'. y Bl biv,
L v L= i * L stant
- ¢ I L daghalin
LR te i " = = S = '
a : oé X r't joviet emn-
1. E A T tl ri the feot that
JH 3 LT il07Veas, L 23 YAIE LIOTE 22 and
f 5 CAGEaTrs, sad -to Ve il Lava
L L 1 - W - shieT Wl i « Bl - | s 0f
ar Lfle ga .
i ! tal ra==i thet tttitude of ‘Russisn
o L0Ma0 dafin]itel rdeniog towa Jurar Ore BEETraf=
:J ve & t surer.
« That in his (Shigaritsu's) opinion thers were & IroXin-
2tely 450,000 to 500,000 Soviet srmed trooss in the egstern area.
stated, Dowever, that "they" had no absolute r.definits in-
foermation with reference thereto; that such inforu=tion was very
1fficult to get.** . Shigesitsu stated, however, that it was taoe
Jananese understanding thst. for 2Tery Japanese soldier in
Lenghukuo the Soviets muintained,; in Manchurla, three Soviet
scldlera. I gathered that the Japan=z=e ‘crmad foroes in Lsnohuria
wers frouw 150,000 to 200,000 in nuwrber. This checks with other
information current here.
S. Jlth referenos to the campeign in China, he stated thet
. tte alleged Chinese sucoesses were much exaggerated; that what '
4 really had taken pldce racently wes the following:
|

5 Ty
Li18

* See my desphtches No. 414-i of July 1, 1687, and No. 1065
of Mareh 29, 1938,

** Litvinov recently advised me that the Japenese wers sxtensive
buyers of Scviet rubles "outside"; that this sccounted for the
riss in the price of the "black" ruble, md that in his cpinion
Japan was procuring rubles for the purposes of bribery in the Zast,
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13 telegram muast be Moscow

o8ely paraphrased bhe-

re belng communicpted Dated August 29, 1938
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71, Auguet 20, 9 a.m, (SECTION THO)

In my oplnion even the Germans, with the possible

e

fxceEption of Hitler himself, reallze that in the event i
Eneral conflict in Europe:- the Soviet Union is :
in-a posttion to derive the maximum profit with the
minimum: risk; for that matter, what -aligrments may take

lace or what' the course of milltary operations may be, .

thE Internal=stralin.on the-variouns countrlies inwvolved

=t
-
+

sl

prepare the way.for a social upheaval
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- A . o XIr SEATTON T v e d o
-2= #271, August 29, 9 a.m. {SECTION TQ) fre¢ 5COW,

f'rom actual

very agreements of fer 1ines ol €sc
martieipation if so desired, and .the general gEOEray

factors themaelves render dublous the EIL

that varticipation, ‘It i3 trug that Seviet Russla has

the advoeate of peace and has chosen to
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1u nimlity the p
y the precipitation of

"11 Irt'r-\. - %
in 'other ’
countrica which might

substitution Helrnd
soeinl and gconomic

irmony ‘with 3
_ . n, (END MESSAGE).
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This 1'E1-, Ergm must be Moscow :
clesely paraphrased be- FrOM

fore -i" s communicated ated August 29,

- f
to an 1Eg l.':}

SION OF 4/
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271, August 22, 0 a.m. 1
DEPARTMENT of 314l

ReEferring to my telegram 27 14 August ”, FI% Bgmy . -
I E -..lr.ii_r = R 1'TiEs B E 4 - Fyvn fa .

to the effect that the Czechosloval: lMinister for
My

rcign Affair o :
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e - Ausugt 20 O e from Ma ACOW.

Mrscted towards opposing the extension or strengthening

]

of Natlionsl Soclallst Germany and thaot if there were

another form of governmént in Germany the Soviet
atti{tude would Be quite different, Litvinov, I am
informed further, stated that he was eonvinced that
the Czechs wculf of fer no provoecation to. GErmany
and that therefore in any conflict whiech might arlse
between the two countries Germany would be “the
nggressor, ‘In that case he was convinced that
Fpane e would come to the aid of Czechoslovakia and
“—
that England would be forced in even against the
wishes of Chamberlain ‘and that in SEEP an event the
Soviet Goverrment would remain faithful to 1ts treaty
obligations nnd would "hold to its word and do its
best" I nlso understand that the German Embassy here

has reported to Berlin that 1t believes that even in
the event of a general conflict the Soviet Government
would 1imit its ~id to some anireraft and war supplies
and the possible use of submarines in the North and
the Fﬁltiﬁ Seas to threaten German cﬂmmunicntioﬂs with
Scandinavian countries but that no extensive military

participntion on the part of the Soviet Union was to bE

expected,

In
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s TELEGRAM RECEIVED X

This telegram must be Hogcow vl
closely paraphrased be= / X N
fore' Being comitunlcated Dated Ausust 31,105 !
to anvyone; [ ! FrROM it

ecld 6555 a.my

o DIVISION OF [
Vo EUNOPEAN AFF ALK it
L %

A4
‘.I}l_.

Secretory of State,

[asgh" neton, -

L

Sy Ao i 1 = o \
295 Augst 51y 3.0 &4t /DEPARTMENT & 5

e ——

The Czochoslovale Minister Yere atates that be re- T4

gards the conversation between Litvinov and the Cerman ~. %

Ambassador referred to in my 271, August 22, 9 a,m., as

a part of the series of demarchea which Germany is said

to have recently been making in various capitals and he

characterizes the Ambassador's observations to Litvinow
| 83 'a bid for Soviet neutrality in casc of a conflict,
The Minister goys that the Cerman Ambassador oresented to -

Litvinov the argument thnt the intervention of Fronee © g1

g L e W W

ageinst “eEmmony in aid of Czechoslovakia would amount- to
an act of agzression on the part of France znd that v
consequently the Soviets need not be bound to intervent
and adds that Litvinov in rejectin: this arzument deelored . o9

e e

o\ that if Cermany should move agninst Czeehoslovakln his

o183

v

qul | Government would live up to its cormitments to the full,
IF The Czechoslovak Governmint, the Minister continued, _'
would go faor in concessions in thr present erisis but

that




aml- thus confront the Germen Government with the eholce

FS 2=No, 273, August 31, 10 a,ne from Moscow

that there was a 1imit to such a course and that if that
1limit should be reached his ceuntry would fight and fight

on & larger scale then was generally believed possible,

He felt surc that Frame and the Soviet Union would come
to the aid of Czechoslovakia and although he avoided
specifyins the exact nature of Soviet eald, he preferred : i-
personal confidence in the efficacy thereof. He adm tted, I
however, that the pnaitian?of Enzland had not been
definitely clarified 1n spite of the fact that the Erl-
tish Covernment must realize the danger.which an une .
checked linzi Germany conmblined with It#ly congtitutes in E
Eufnpc ond particularly in the lediterranran. The
Ministcr added that he doegs not believe that Germony in

reality wants a general war an@‘thut the justificotion

R e

A I
for ony optimiam 1ies in the hope that the British
Government will declare to Germany thot England will

not (recpeat not) astand aleof in the event of a cmflict

between o comnromise in the Czechoslovakla controveErsy

~and the necceasity of engoglng in o major conflict,

Other demoeracies the Minister {elt should also meke
clear their wosition agoinat aggressor states and in that
connection mentioned cppreclotively. the. recent. utteronces

emonating £rom the higheat spurces in the Unlted Stotes,

ThE




o - 2 L b [ =7 e - Y ‘o ]

Fs Dwl0e 875, Aurust 51, 10 d.ma. fron lloscow i

The inister concluded with the atatement that he bee-

ligeved thet _itler personally o is reported to iy
d

S

P warld vesdpe

cofwineed that ngland, wonld:-nove and that 1t would reaguire ?

the operation of that conviction to restrain him fron &
pursuln: hig nresent courae as well as some "psycholosicanl &
prfn“?rc-.to enable him to desisnt rom that course belfore ?
it ahoulid lead to its inevitable End,
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1G21 1938
Cn W
DEPARTMERT O 3iA

D m -

2974, Anzust &1L, 4 DiMa | - p

JOURNAL DE MOSCOW which is generally believed ‘to

1

£ ‘oplnion published in to lay!

L

reflect ‘the Forelgn 011
!

gedition on editorlal entitled "intensifleation of blaclmail

and danger: of war" degvoted to thi Czéch, Cerman sltuations

The editorial ‘states that as a rrosult of the German
mancuvers the intensification eof the German press -
campalgn against Czech, GErman provocations on the

Czech frontier and the offlicial demarches of the

Hitler ??vfrhwunr in Bucharest nh& Belgrade the

tmosphere in Europe has beccme more tense than at

any time since the wary bubt while these German
medsures arc the usual blackmalling tactles of the
aggressor. 1t would be a VeEry gerlous mistake to

consider them only as blackmail since where and how

this blackmall will end, even whether it will end,

or whether Germany will not pass from menaces to the
conerete use of armed force" therefore the editorial
continurs "{t is to the interest of the other states

concerned




neess]
-£d by Hodza at the instigation of Runelman
given Germany réason to hope for elt her
capitunlation or o paralysls
reEslstonce,
Pwo. 'Hitler's belief that the Bpritish

not come to.the aid of Czechoslovakin
THrites  Due to the deterloration

position of France which has

thrée months, Hitler feels 1t

independent French actlion out

=}

Four, "finally, HitlEP.GDHHI%E"E
force of the Soviet=Czechoslovak Pact of mutual
stance is conditional upon the sid which Fraonce
may gilve to Czechoslovakin, the victim of aggression,
For this renson, he oupposes that, in the event that

wil

France




Soviet Soei~list

+111 perhaps

Hround

o

naleulations are true

from Neville

whiech

nd Evin encouragement

bourpeols democracles,
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SEptember 11 4 P.lte

the eflreet  that extraorvdindry "war councils"
_ hel in et inranticlivation. o the
3
RO by Eale of Fodtl 1453 & o e S i
_ LD Eak of hegtild B i GEntrel (Europe but ‘forelpn
1 tary. at oritiEs ‘here has En_-unakle to obtaln
able ‘evidence that any 'such ‘anceial activities are

AEd Army general staf’ and would be constantly under

eliberation but that until an actusl situation aros

—

which would necessitate a definlte military move

Ll e e e

VE DEEN circulated also reparding an extraordinary
conceEntre b1 or e T | rlamra EvEecime ann atfFprmnd -

! . i-airnlanes, trool inad material along
the western fronbiers especially in the Kiev diatrict
WhEre manguvers have recently taken place, According
o the views of foreign military observers, however,

B there

81de the country have rrache

[

places 1€ 1s- poinkid sut in this tonnectlon that

culd be ne occasion for any war council, Reports
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11ties the tronsfer of Sovelt trocps over Rumanlan

[

Lerritory has '.E.Ef".. enviasaced, . It hos since been intinated
principalls in Czechoolovak clircles herg ‘that Rumanlan
jul escence . in the -passace of Sovict troops over-its

epri tory might be forthcoming on the basla of some
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DIVISION OF
D*F. ROPEAN AFFAIKS

Lsggplﬂ 1938

ﬁﬁrumin*r OF STATE

TELEGRAM RECEIV

eG
This mggsoge must be From [loaon
r1o03€ly paraphrased be= i

fore being communiented Dated September 12, 1838
to anyont. (C) -

Recltd 11326 rll.llﬂ.
Seeretary of State,

Washington,

287, September 12, 5 pem,
My telegram No. 284, September 11, 4 peme

I understand that the French Ambassador has -been

9 cdog)

ovL/z

endeavoring to obtaln from the Soviet Government somg '
definite cormitment in regard to Sowlet military parti-
cipation in the event of a canflict.in Europe ‘with L
particular reference -to the participation of the Sovict i
alr force and Soviet. submarings, Insofar as .can be |

ascertained his efforts up to yesterday rgsulted in

9gs

i nothing more than a reilteration of the general state-
ment that the Soviet Union will 1live up to 1ta treaty
bligations,

. As regards the participation of the Sovlet air

force the impression prevails here that a possibly

; L favorable dlsposition on the part of Rumania, indicated
in my above mentioned telegram, would be confined at
leaat in the 1ﬁit1a1 gtage of a conflict to a passive
acquiescenceg in the flight of Soviet aireraft over

RumaniQn territory.

KIRK

;i KLP
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nderstand

his' overturi
obtainin
operatlion
of  conflict,
s8lovakla 1in the event
vernment's belief that England would
aald an approach along identie lines has ‘been

the Soviet Ambassador in Faris, In response to the

request for a categorical commitment I understand

the Spanish Govermment suggested that conversations
between the milltary staffs of the two countrics afioul

ch

first be inauvgurated prior to the delivery of any suc
! . o N
The Prench however are maintaining that any

gt

such conference should follow and not precede the catek”

o

. TJ\.
gorical commitment as to Soviet military on the hrwﬁrrﬂg

along the foregolng lines, Up to the present it is not

known
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o e - e f ahEp,. 13 T m.r ) 4] Moscow
sl g ":-’ SEDLEL El' 1dy Tellle Ty i

bnown that the Soviet Government has agreed to giVve The
dezsired comnltment,
I understand. further thoat the French Embassy hEPE

. |
mits the accuracy of the report referred to in |

77, SEpLENDEDP 4, 4 Demey of a Soviet gppronch to rfranck :
in verard Eo the auestion of invoking Article 11 with s

refErence Lo the ‘rcﬂ?nnlﬁfwk suestion before the present
adon of the League and 1t is assumed thet Litvinov

has  continued Jiﬂﬂ”ﬁ:i?ﬂﬁl'lﬁﬂ' thece 1inea in Paris

and -*.IL_'l.r- o At the soame time it ia reliably reported
Lt the Soviet GoveErnment hag TECENtly su rested

4 = i ¥ i
joint Beiltial neneh apd Soviet demarche In Berlin but

§
- . : t Let. dele to &
i
s
il |5 1 O
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T freck thet the CzecH Minister had' 1n formed

preparntions in Europe and the reports of English popu
etion with the policy of Chomberlain,

'he “JOURKAL DE MOSCOM of September 13th AppeEnring
today carries on' editorial entitled. "The Hour Of

Eaponsibility", presumably written prior to Hitler's

chicfly devotiEd: to strong criticisem of English
policy 2long Ehe linegs of Gthe London letter reported in

m After Yepenting theat. the

i)
.
!
=
-
e
]

British Government in pursuance of its basic policy of

"malk with the aggressors at the expense of third

[==)

i

countries" has arrived ot forcing Czechosloevakin to yield
to the demands of Hitler without resistance, even at the
expense of territorinl integrity and political independence
and at the same timc preventing Fronce from fulfilling its

- b al

obligetions to come to the aid of Czechoslovonkio In the
vEnt of sn agrresalon. The editorisl continues thet

the TIMES article dcsplte official denial was undoubtedly
reflecting views of an influential group in the Britiash

. Governmmt nnd wos intended to teat the ExXtent of the

demorallzotion of the Czeeh Government to Encournge Hitler,

The




1'5]‘."1]’"-' -|. ;:f'-’.'l’l"l"" +E-,l“ 1:,—.|—_ .I.‘r.i-..l.:l-.. Eey wmisgl | If E

(o
—
—
ot
o
-
)
]
-
~

pubilic are mee
in London the nteesaity of ncomultation between Fronce,
England, rnd the Sovieckt Union on the. Gzech probli with

the eventual prrbtieipation. ol

m
=

being spoken of".i: . The editorisl
exceluded thrt the Leapuc of Nebior ' b i

with this

the atntcs who rre -hesitsting toke, However, 41 nn impos=
ihg majority of stntes’ represented in the Counecll of the
League, or ot lenst 1et us say, three pgrent. powera drclore

firmly that they are ready to rezist the aggresaor the

-
e
-
=
1

rttitude of these hesitnnt stnbes




NC. 4= #291 from Moscow, September 14, 1938

nt the beginning of the eriesis 1in & declaration mnde on
171 of Morceh when Mr, Litvinov Peoples Commisacr for
Foreign Affcirs, hod strted the Soviet had declared
{tself rendy to 'participnte in collective actions
wiich. will be deeided with this nnd which would hove 0=

it3 nim the checking of the future development of

nggresaion and the elimination of the growing danger of

n new world situntion', Frnithful teo its policy of peccEe
apd to {h; internctionn}  undertckings the Sovliet Union
hig -riot modil'ied cond Aoes not intend to modily its
cttitude .5 In this hour, charged with dongers bife)
pPEQCE, tht.grnvsst responsibility rests on England
+nd on Frerce. Today there is still time to stop
the nggressora and anHPEIEuPCpE r. entaatrophe., To-
morrow it will be too late."

In the crticle by the Geneva eorrespondent of
IZVESTIYA, referred to in my 290, September 14,
10 fiems, it is stated in aiscuasing the 19th geasion
of the League thot no attention is pnid to the League's
Aecision in regnrd to the present erisia sl E "etther
there will be no sueh ﬂtpi;in"a or they will be of no
ignificance™, thnt neither in the ngenda nor in the

opEning




-5. #2091, September 14, 1938, from Moscow

opeEning speEEch of the President of the Councll was
reference made to Germany's threat to Czechoslovaokia
and that since the League of Notions during the pnst
two or three years has been gulided by England and
France the latter must bear the responsibility for

the Lenpuel'!s systematio capitulation to the AEETE330r8,

EIRK

G1:038
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This meEssage rast bHE - : Moscow
clos€ljw.paraphrased be= . FROM o
fore being communicated Dated Sepbtember 16, 1858

o anyone (C) '
o Rec?d 12:06 pele

Secretary of State,

Washingtons | ‘Eivrsmn'ar;‘
: : _ @WPHH AFFAl
206, SeptembeEr 16, 4 pams SEP 161938,/
¥
I'I",." ”“5, SEFtEmbET‘ 16. 2 Dallle c UEPARTMENT 04 STAlL
.

Al thongh no uuthoritnﬁivc gstatement of Soviet
reaction to the Chamberlain visit to Hitler 1is so fnr.
‘fcrthceming fh: impresslon apparently prevalling in
Forelgn Office and military elircles, which follows the
tpend of Soviet opinion openly advanced during the Czecho=

glovak erisis, is that this visit should be regarded as

. further support of the contention that Great Britain is

ready to sacrifice Czechoslovakia to avoid war and is

“only seeking the least costly method of relieving the

immediate erisis without present conslderation of the
eventual danger to Europe -of continued concessions Ko n . .
‘.‘.%ﬁl‘ LT 3

Nazi Germany. 3

It should be borne in mind, however, that beyond
the deelaration that the Soviet Government will fulfill

its treaty obligations there still appears to beE no

886l H 1 43S
- aQaTia

definite grounds on which may be based a clear eatimate

of A




=2= #2906, SEptember 16, 4 ‘pam, Lrom Moscow

of the extent to which that Government may be willing
to procekd in fulfilling those oblipgations or the
practical measures which 1t may be in a poaition to
undertake to that end, It muat be admitted that the
final decision on theé foregoling matbers d3 well g3 on
all other questions of Soviegt policy reats with
Stalln himself and vwrould depend, 1§j%tli£vsd, on.his
pEraconal’ evaluation of what would best SEXrve hiﬂ owh
pOWEY a8 dictator and the maintenance of the regime
which he directa. HNo 'one here, hoWeEVEr,: B  EVEN amonhpg
the PEpPESEﬁtwtivEn of the ctuntrigs most deeply con=
¢erned, profess td know whot 1s in hls mind in that re=
gwrd but the impression prevalls that 5talln even: for
the purpose of checking Hitler'!s course will not, at
least at the present juncture, be inelined to embark
the Soviet Government on & military veEnture on a néulE

which might endanger the Soviet strueture 1tselfl and

his poaltion. in the regime.

KIRK
W.eRR
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EG ] GRAY
5 FROM 5500w

Dated September 17, 1938 .

Reold 10:25 a.m,

Secretary of State,

297, SeptEmbEY 17,8 pems

My ' 255; September 16, 2 pa.m,

109L

An artiecle in today's PRAVDA reviewing the inter=

o L%

national ‘situsntion astates’ the attempbed putsch of the ~
! '
Henlein party which has been suppreszed by the Energetic Ej'
but ealm measures of the:Czech Govermment P‘.E":l-:'lls that
Henlein under orders from Hitler was eEndeavoring merely
ke gain time in order to meke the preEparaticns.for the
putgeh which in the last analyails was to result in
German invaaieon of Czechoslovakln, In diasciasing the
Choamberlain vialt theg artiele states that ‘despite the
ybtemnta of Brigliah and French presa to view. this visit

1 move for pEAGE £ real motives behind this visit L5

: tane ietmiission o bri £ £l
Lhe CzE ErNmE the oneE it and on Ehe
.
other VERrY the ‘somplete futility n attempt i




=2= #2097, September 17, Z DeMe from Moscow

to nepobiate with the Henleln partyj (two). -That the

"Henlein putsch and the resulting developments havE

brought on the real possibility of a German attack on
Czechoslovakia which would result in Frgneh participa=
#ion inteo whieh England might have DEen drawna After
fsitarﬁting the Soviet thesls that England's policy 1is
directed toward deals with the aggressor the article
continaes ‘that there can be no.doubt that if Chamberlaln
had wished to declare that England tegether with the
other peace loving powers would not pEfﬂiﬁ the ‘dES=«
truction of the Czeech Republie there would have bEEn No
need for any such dramati¢ gesturt as hat undertaken
by the British Prime Minister. While no agcurate. informa=

tion is available in rerard to the contents of EhE Chamber=

1ain=Hitler conversation, the.article continuess:  at the

preaent time 1t 13 posalble and Ez3

m
o
1
a
e
"
Lo |
o
L]

established that the British Governmuend will not follow
a ‘sourse of collective defense of pEack and ‘The ereation
wrainat the aggresser of 4 fronk of peaceful powErs: an
that Chamberlain is. trying to revive his old gim of .a {four
nower . pacte  The eventa of 1ast nipght, aceordl: to the

writer, have clegarly demonstrated

"Af the pEace loving powers ‘can, halt/EHe aggreasor ang that




|
|
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=Gem- #2007, Sepbtember 17, 2 pems from lioscow

any otheér measuresa in regard to Czechoslovakia will
most 11kely result in the destruction of Czech indepen=
dencz. and the opening of the patha to GeErman hEg Emony
of Central and Southeast Europe which will mean the
practical Encirnlﬁmént of France, The artlicle goEs

on. to- say that ong of the decilaive factors in -the. °/
situation 1s the position of France and that if.France
willl eccupy a stronger position in Czegchoslovakia no
attempt of Chamberlain could force Czechoslovakla to
deal with the agrressor, and concludes that "the visit
of Chamberlain to Berlin is an attempt to decelve world.
public GFiPiﬂE,. : to de=
ceive the people under the banner of peacelful gestures
to bring about an agreement with the aggressor, It ia
an attempt through useless means which 1ife will unmask

in the very near futures",

KIRK
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Al I-nave oo means of “Eyaluating informntion ebtai He u;’
¥ r &l 1 wEl D. ol ~ (o |.' ¥ F
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¥35 of communicition with the Enbazsy in Berlin extept oy
this elpher, with which I understond it is not (repeat not) r
L]
] \ o : i N
Turnicshed, would be either insecure or delayed, T om reliye &
e s $ ) e P 1 1% pe &
ing to the Department for. posailble considerntion i 1t r
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erminy which slthough I nmonot in i
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h
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The following statementa heve: -been mrde in the stricte

whoae nceurney and verrcity I hrve EVEry re: n to ereddgs

(Begin statem

At the present time Hitler is prying ro attention to
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NL =2« lMoscow #298 Sept.19,1938 9 a.m,

s

el

Office or in tht Army and any German official attempting to

observe sober realistie advice is summarily dismissed from
Hitler's presence, For example, General Beck, Chief of.thc
l e German 3taff, has recently resigned because of his 1nabllity
& to influerice Hitler, Despite ghe statements of Nazi leaders it

at Nuremverg, Germany has not sufficient supplies to wage a

general war for any period exceeding three weeks or a month

b
e

and there i3 a serious shortage of spare parts for army

equipment

For instance, officers of tank corps had told

my informant quite frankly that beceausze of the lack of re=-

- plazement parbs many of the tanks would be out of actlon at

the end-of thHreec-weceks, There 13 no:i1llusden among. army

affirers 1 regard to the outcome of A general war and there !

ble lack of martidl spirit .'In the army.

£

ety nine pereent at least of ‘the German peEople are

- f tounfortunatley. the feclings of the people will
e no influence in the matter whatsoeEver and it i3 the

people . 1in Germany thab. there would bE

{revelution?)

11isy-of .o

resolut lon

shortly after the

cutbreak of & general: war, . The-oplnion is openly EXpIESSE i

'

ar-iou: uarters thet the-only ! for Germany woul ’

; [ - " " 1}

t r i nothe part of 1 onenkag that they were b+

i l I B ynle bu nE f‘:'_.l':'_l' il Nzl Regime, I

} 1 Y £t hnkt . o ) GE 1 -’ 1 » the ‘decligl o i

4

y ttack t

[ [




ML .=d= Moscow #298B Sept,.l9,1938 9 a.m.

e e T

i

attock Czechoslovakia hod rlrendy been teken and thnt only

the announcement of Chamberlain's visit hed postponed 1t,

He stnted thnt in view of Bitler's psycheldgleal astate an

his refusal to listen to any:sober advice it was believed

in officinl eireles 1r.. Eerlin thot 1€ E:-dE mir ¥y

plekisoitc. was gronted; in the near future Hitler would ree
| sort "OE nst Czechoslovokia,
I Ir oreign Office, 1 erIin! Yheopld ila

thot: i 1iE1lEYr vwionuld lister Y Sudeten [

conld Dbe- obtoined-ir ime =ithout Pighting but-even.the fdot !

+ed .t 1E Lk he . - - e
- b WilE i I L 1 F ni E
thot S evEntually the Sudeten TrEElohs would have o] G LI
g &
bo GErme apparentl faile fluer itlerts

deELErm 5] 1 iCE Dl facite-o r at, 2
- f
Ix
v L
2 set ' 2 E Aarmg .l lus m I'ormant
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EG i e i B0 ol %9 ! %ﬁ :
ot FROM loscdy erasTHERT OF $TA2
Dnted Sepbember 20, 1938
Reald 6:B2 n.m.
Secretary of Stateg,

Tashingbton.

200, September 20, 11 a.m,

Under the title "London and Faris have cdpitulated
te Hitler" foday's TZVESTIYA publishes nn artiecle from
their correéspondent in Geneva which after reviewing in
Geneva the reports of the British and French plan for the
"A{smemberment of Gzechoslovakin" writes that no one in ;

Geneva 1s surpriged at the British netion in’ this con=

" neetion ns the entire course of British policy aince May

in regard to Czechoalovakia hns shown that theTE WErE no
1imits to whieh the Chamberlanin &au:rnmcnt would go 1in
satisfying Hitler's demands At the cxpense of Czechoslovakia,
However, the writsr continues the nequiescence of France

is mch morc difficult to explain since lenving aside the
question of the treaty obligations which bound Franee to
Czechoslovakia, the present capitulaticn means that Prench
influence in Europe 1is ended and that Hitler has succeeded
in eliminating France from central and aouthenstern ﬁiinng.

The writer eontinues that after the Judeten regions wﬁlE

cong
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Englond and Fronce taken na firm. ar nttitnde nt The

I present tlmeE oo they did in Mey Hitler would hove yielded I

nnd coneludes with the stotement bthat i s atill ngaslible

thnt Czechoalovakls will refuse to aommit suicide ot the , i |
[}

request of England and ?v-'nﬁu A will. Aded 1 4ts Liberty. :
ticle in today's FRAVDA reviens the reports of GhE i

An- - orblcle - 11

contenks of the Fritiah mnd Fre eh plan in macl the

1ight but states thnt this plan. may MEEL sonaidernble

b L

gppoaition not only from the seonle of ‘Fronce but nlso

from the Freneh gpeneral Skaff nnd characterlizes the
as n new step townrds ¢ world waor,

2 Repent to Paris, London, Berlin. and Erahn.

ETHK o |
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MJID- =2=  No, 501, September 21, 7-pes my i1 e
half of their minority in Cztcheslovakla althouglt Poland,
he DeEllEvedy would be the next victim ol Nakl regaion
nd 1 1 Exmect no. rrentir nrotection o1 1 PANncE
than Czechoslovakia might receive,
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1 =134
FROM
i LE E [ E 'I"""__
cloggly paphrasgd be= :
i } 1 conmm ;i wmTED r' -‘.l i - ]
1 . f-‘}
Beald Ts "
retdary ntes
=4
e = |
£
’.ﬂ', Jl_*lig_Li.'Prf',q alle i
My teElcpram Nos 289, Septenber 13, O DeMe :
I° am Anformed. that the Frengh Minister DEr: ;m.
reocrmnended to his Govermment thebti Franco=Soviet O
i : 5 &
military conversations bE initiated forthwith pre- m
sumably without the prior gpecific comuitnents re= 1
ferred to in my above mentloned tElggrom, :
I understand from British sources that both
Ronnet, when he was in Geneva, and subsequently : 1
Rutler, the British representative there, had re-
quested a definite sonmitinent of sgttled particlpa- "
L
tion from Litvinov but that the latter had in both &
" n
tristances relterated the intention of the Soviet E

[ Government to fulfill its treaty obligations " through

the means available to it" and in addition had sald

to Butler that he had nothing to add to the statements
aet forth in hils Geneva utterances,

Repented to Prrla,

} KIRK
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GRAY
ISR L]
FrROM Moscow
Dated September 26, 1938
Recld 83155 a,m,

Secretary of State,

LR |
Washlinctone i ‘fi !' g& .
ﬁ £ 57 (LFU P

310, September 26, noon, 9
My 306, September 247 11 a.m, .

[n additicn to the usudl despatches: freom abroad tq

reporting developments in the erlsis PRAVDA today g -:
carrlcd an article devoted to Chamberlaints policy ;

tr. which 1t .1s stated that there should be no doubt

nnw of the fallure of Chamberlaelnts efforts to nego=

Einte with Hitler and thamt far from Serving the cAusE ]

of world peance Chamberlain has been endeavoring to £y

AgETESSOrS Had FPrance and England, the artiecle

¥
L
i

ontinues, adopted a firm positlon following the

empted Henleln putac i ‘gechoslovakia H1tler

1 E EE rcEU recr ! TE eE 1:
7 A% I= & ¥ el 1D intErsPit { E
i
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=2= #3510, September 28, noon, from Moscow

recognige that the policy of concession merely inereased

the appetltes of the aggressors, After stating that the
Britlsh foreign poliey had registered another fallure
the article advances the opinion that the guestion at
thE present time is whether British demoeracy together
with the French will draw the nEcCEsaary.conclusions
from these lessons and warns the British and French
Governments to take into consideration the. fact theat
Ehelr plan for the betrayal of the Anterests of the
CzechosloVak people had arocused ereat indignation in
the public opinion of their countries while the news
of the strong opposition adeopted by the Czechoslovakia
Govermment had been nvEEtE\ Everyvwhere with satisfnetion
The artlele then cites Churchill to the effect that the

f?PIﬁI.ﬁe'T'v:waWEL*, faced with the choice of dishonor

¥ both" ., [ZVES A TEproducs I thE
fet=Cor Erpead 1 1 il EthET tl
rrotren] CUT'E o i 1 I Ent
i } AL rigl { E - i E
tHE T1la} - : Eern rEgd L ! a




neE

i3 condltlonal on prior assletance from France

and concludes "thus in the event
refusal of France bo asslst Czechoslovakia the Soviet
oveprrment in the 1litersl SEnse of the treaty is free
tiona vis & vis Czechoslevalkia.” It
npotocol of signature to

ation of the

the GeErman memorandium. no £ the-attitudE

czech Government EHETE

KIRK
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: s arrinnd ea b ed Dated Septenber 20, 1038 i

Rea'(t 1:05° pelte

i STRICTLY CODNFLDENTIAL, .
% Followin: estimateé of Soviet ridlitdry forces
h"-

avallable for action in o posglble Europesn theater =

= Y 4
L

of war is furnishid' by J.T’LY‘ Attache to. thls

"I the Seviet Union renders military ald to
yzechoslovakia in a war agdinst Germany this ald will e
probably beE rendered (1) by the despateh to Central Ef!
Europe of Red army alr unitaj (2) by launching an ex= - =s. ¥ .
peditionary force made up of ground units of the Red .

he

armys .(3) by naval action in the Baltle SEn, %%

Certain Red army alr units could be made available
for an offensive mission in Central Europe immediately
upon the opening of hostilitles. Thesc units would

consist of bombing planes cf the 3 B (medium bomber)

MuepPTUoD

types, The humber would probably not exceed 200s After

being cormitted to battle theae units could no longer

be counted as part of the air strength of the Scviet

sLT I3

Uriion.




"

" =2= #2312 September 26, 3 pems from lMoscow : b

Unlone The rendering of further alr aaaiﬁtanu: would
fdepend upon the uouéaz of combat but it seems 1% 1is
¥ contemplated that more than 200 additional planes
would be nade avallable for independent mlssions in
Centrnl Europe since the Soviet Union will not critically
¥ wenken 16s ovm Aefense in order to assist in Oentral
EUTrODE, ;
. Ihe- trainlng Equipnént, organization, and strateglc
location of the Red army all indieate that 1ts maximum
;_- ; uaefulness will be achieved if it holds a defensive 1line
approxiriately along the present-borders of the Soviet
Unione  If however political requireients necessitate
the, orgunigation of a ground ferce for an Exwzﬂitirnwry
i onmpaign such o force would be organized from troops in
4 the Leningrad, %hite Russian, fisv and Kharkov milltary
1 districkas Such a ferce nunbering 100,000 men could be
rendy in horie gorriscns o few hours after the mobilization
- orders  Within seven days thia: fopece could bE conceEnkrated

in n border rerlon rrepared to launeh an o offensives By

hie ‘fourteenth day after nobllization the forcpg could bE




=3= #3312, Septenbe

with inadequate troops dictates kot no expedition DE

undertaken outalde th orders of the Soviet Unlon

until the concentraotion
Has been accomplished,
Noval actlon in the

f Swedish iron
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Moacow

o

Dated September £8, 1054

RFee'd 8:45 a.m,

Secretary of Statey r#"r_ﬁﬁ:
2o
1] .I /J

Wazhington,

A

318, Sentember 28,11 a.m, | - DEF

’ e —————
My telegram Ho. 508,

The JOURNAL DE »03CQU appearing today comments edil-

torially on the present erisis. and after revicwing the
situation along thr abecepted Soviet lines states that while
the question of the. very existence cf the Czechoslovak State
{s beinz decided withcut its participation "the Soviet Union
puttinz rirmly and systematieally inte’ effect 1its policy of

the defense. of reace and of fidelity to Lts ‘Inftiernational

engacem=nts -ptalten a demarche wiich is a warning to

the agerrssors

the cententa 0 tar Scviet demarche

Al hises
ALTTED 2.1 G

to Peland th roit +3al states "tn" cymlical and impudent

Covernment only praves that the rulers

in Warsaw were cauwht in flagrante celisto, they are in

reality orevaring w der erdezra froa Deriarn an aet of
o

aggression againat (zechoslovakia, Another fact which showe
2 P " T

the state ¢ f frenzy in whieh the Polish Govermment is =
et

acting




W

-m ‘,':r.._.'m. i -

B

HR =2~ No, %18 from OHCOW, CEDpLEmbeED 28 L1l a4t E
acting ls the violent ecampaiprn waged againat France by the
governmental Felish oress,

The demarclhe of the Soviet Gevernment refutes irdred
once agaln the lying assertions of tre agents of Fasecism ¥

who have claimed that in these critical days for Europe the

SeViet Government was looking for pretexts to divert ite o
self of its obligations", The Editorial conecludes

"The Soviet Union has shown ir act where the nations Y
must look for safety before the catastrophe which

ME N

acing them, 1t is in the loyal carryine cut of inter-

national Encagements, the energetic defense of indivisible

. b
PEaceE and the trganization of collective resistance to ol
the aggressor”, |

KIRK

GW:C3E
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2= 322, September 28, 11 p.ms, from Moscow,

At the present time in Central Eurcpe cvents arg’
developing which threatens to grow into a new world war,
At the grave moment the Government of the U,S8.8.R.
cannot but value the declaration of the President of the
United States appealing for the pacific settlement of

the econflict which has arisen, The Government of the

UsSsSsRs nccepts syatematically the proposil mac

¥ 4 5 | - 11
i 'y E CoveEmMm 3l the Ul ted States a, in
TR, S » P ] x ] 9

AE, PREVERLLION 'of war and in the picifleé settlement of

the present international erisis

Noting the presence of obstacles. in-the wav of

[

Ermpny deaplte the declared willi 1e8a. o ‘C2echoslol
# x4 : ™ 1 - = 1
I BE 1 vi 1] NCErEstLs 1 f E i ETal
™ "~ i e i "L * o 1 .
PEILCE e W EX E he il gt gl g T EE 11 3 e
1 E € W { nter: b | ET CE 1
ygi E.!."..'"I"'[ EOT 1 prEVEnNtine Urther. aj reasic
nd. avertin rl I's - Al |
TE! ] EL { ¥ f* ¥ ET T &
o 1
LiE M . }
L
| i }
P I LA L TR r'oj I
i e ' 3 i T ¥ »
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i= 322 linscow,

- - ey

September 28, 11 pem,, from

eonference which could explore praciicel measures for
checking aggression and the preservation of peEnce by
collective efforts, Faithful to its aspiration for
peace the Government of the UsSsS«Re i3 prepared at the
pPresent moment as well to support the proposal put for=-
ward by the Govermment of the United States of America

for the ealling of an international conference and to

take an active part therein." (END SECTION ONE)

KIRK

|




translotich * the statement In

upon puinted

cemmunicaticn which 1 had read to. bim this

related to a suggesticn that the hief-eof State or

the Gevernment of the Soviet Union gEnd -a mesoqg

to Germany and Czechoslovekla aleng the. lihes of

the apcéal of the President of the United States
the text of which as contained in the Department's
cireular of Se:tember 27 1 had communicated to him
at the same time and that I failed to find in hia
atatement any indication a=z to the intention of thE
.

Seviet G vernment in that regard and that (two) 1

was at a loss to understand the reference in his ot

ment to the ceonveeaticn of an international econference

as ne menticn thereof apueared in the Fresident's
appeal




.

£ - 322, “ept, 28, 11 p.m,, from Moscow,

eppeal in questicn,

P

As te tre first point, the Aeting Commisser
stated .In reply thn% his Guvernment had decided to
deal with the matter by means of a stﬁtrmtnt of its
views directed to the Government of the United States
and that an explanation of the chcice of thls pro-
cedure mi~ht RE. Tfeund in the allusicn in the state-

ment te the cbsatocles which Anglo-French mediation

had ent- untered in the present eonflict,  As rEfards

hia CGuverrment haed taken copnizance of-a sEcond

appeal which had been made by the President to the

German Chancellor 1n which the convocation of an

Internaticnal conference had been menticned and that
his ﬂ'TFFL?“Pt.;T"rFPTin to base 1ts views on
lafygEr Adsprcts of tHe »ruoblem than those specified
n my eccmmunication fc him of this merning, had

gecardingly emihasized the matter of an internation-

11l conference whnich had btren a. FaAverE: inatrumentality

in Soviet fereign poliey. 'In recly I stated that I
et ¥FE t £t h (Ge WE "rme i : FE 1 1 woy
r r to Ing - the 1greatd ol my GCveErnment
o cated 4 n t £ it O positio:
o Y ny ¢ i the 1TF1 E1ViCE $ the ¢ r L
of 1

oy e

e A il s s i T




3 . 322, Sect., 28, 11 p.m., from Mosccw,

of an internaticnal eonfEerence as gentained in the
stotement whieh pe was delivering to me other than
to reveat that this matter was net raised in the
suggestion which I had conveyed te him this merning
and te state that I had conly heard 'a report by radio
of the transmission of a second mesaage .from the
President toe the German Chapcellor but ‘had not DEEN
appraised of its contents, I stated, however, that
1 would nct fail to transmit to my Government. the
docume nt which h% nad harnded me,

Ir concliucicn the Acting Commiasar stated that

tomerrow would carry the text of the

£a

the e a._r_]_rt rnE2

statement of the Seviet Government toeether with the

substanee of my reprezentations of this mornings 1
it pmed the: O .mmissar:-that T wo net in oo position

GovErnment g to any publicity te be given to the

i |
1
L
+
s
n
1
1
-
L]

sugrestion

(Bnd

..nvh-'---;‘ svm
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i DEPARTMENT OF st ‘

f Cated Septenber 29, 1938,

Sgeretnry aof State,

i A il 3.4 e A 55 it

: - o3 - +
525, Septenber 29, noohe A

W .-‘;
Thas ‘despatehes fron New York in today's press .
l'nss '‘despatches ] : j
L d
by |
renort. the President's direet appeal ‘to Hitler which
!
chapacterized as a.propesal for the calling of an
Internntl 1 ecnference "of the povers directly in=
: f o
erested i the settld ENT - Eheconfiict . It 5 i
. ; l
reported that ¢ President's secretary had stated that
: "dire powers™ the President had in view Czechos .
! lovnkin, Germony, ! nd, the Soviet Union, England, !
¥ T vl L7 e A further report stateEs Ehn he A
Py | v [ raeonnl 1e Er- tc Mussocolini, i,
T
3 £t pr . rts t £ announc E=
!y |
3 . ) ] % i .!,,! .!’ :
lery HIGLED, | e
ERE 1E ' ESTIYA 1 N i




! =2= 325, September 29, noon, from Moscow,
"l

Alfter stating thot the new tine

o'clock on Septenber 28 set by Hitler was

. inereasing the: pressure, the

-

. that 1t . Is evident that Chamberlain is p
further noeEssiong and - 1s-ready to retur

if-that i3 t agrecable designates H
PrPONEE v Four - Er r_L:E" t F o -

i, ™

ip with kngl ie “The artiole |
18 EE TECE Ed the prol rl i
o .
A ™
R JA 1ighe ¥ \r 1 i
L 1 | ¥ i

e WweER

1 e
il

R

e
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DELWE our. Fowers at Nunieh -nd givin the -conternt ;
thevesf TR ey A R ] LD [ [ SRR i : 3
the e iikm taVEQllIA, however, publishes an artiele
r 4 L T at bl . ¥ A e 2 Hm .+,
cemoaEnE Ve correspondent entitled "The usual Anzlo- :
French capitulation” which fn viesr of: the presence of ¥

L city presumably reflects his views arg -4,

troncly eriticizes the canit latory policies of
France, After statin- that While the first -3
*ranco-sritish plan produced shame snd eonfusion amonga 4
E Peprescntutives of those covntries in Geneva, all J
Peeling of shame hefore the new an mere complete canitula-

tion .-aas vanished. Very few in EREVA, and leost of a1l tHeco
=

Freneh, the article continues. ¢ ¥E Into consideration what -4
:
Nt comerence of  the Four Powers implics from the point of B8 W

view




i

- ) ! - ~ ~
o T ortunity 3 ]'I:HF i [11E ¢ Yir Lg_:‘ EET 1
€ Pyrences and the Maginot Linc and that in the coln
ol Three wWeeks. France hns ceased to be a' ereit PDOVEY  OnN

the European continent, . There 18 no QEEd, the articls

continues, to harp on the "sentimen ;al

o =i

o !

Examine the r 1l - reasons which ‘i LIE ¢ 'rance to moio e
a 1 et cepltolation. 'CEX atatine . fthat At MOTE :
thar on ef the "cowardice™ oh the part of a ¢ g
i - _"
political leaders the article L nces “the inion that 7
t' "real T a & ! e 1 E Fou | i i i - "-
= LEa’ TreEfdon 13 To DE found'. in the fgar of the ritisl ‘e

ind French 'riling classes to place srmsg in: the hands: of the

masses of the people. Prightened oy the spectacle. - of

¥ et | i@ o . R 1. g L -
PEODLE " 1N arme the 71 ulems of HIONCE not . .enr 1-_. nad -have prelerred +

i

capitulation and betrayal of Elr own ne tienal interest

for, the article atates, it muss not be forreatten that I
although there are differences in method nd bm perament
the social and politieal ecluza- truc ture of the a-pressors

and that aoitulstors. are ;
I 1 ':"J_ i1 l or: arc f ER e _I 00 0O .nr,_ t[ﬁ t-hE

author, only fools and naive rt rrons could believe that the

conference




EDA™ = 3.4 #327, Scpterbep 20, noon, from Moscow

conference with four has done away withk the threat aof war,
it has only nostponed war for a YEry short period ‘and
follovina the cnnfﬁr&nce NEw demands of the Ogeresslons will
E advirc ed and England and France will be faced again with
thE chojce. under infinitely worse circumstan¢es of gither
resistance or further capitulation. The artlcle concludes

N the 30th the League will finish 1ts 'work but that
durdne “the three weeks of Eense crisis the Learue in fact
G eExicted, IZVESTIYA carrics r*r:-c'rr-tn of Chamberlain's
sceount: of AEVElopment s in-the House of Comrions and the
puilication of “the British White Paper A3 well as the

.

Lext of ‘Likvinovis SPEEch at Cereva on the Spanish qUEST ion,

APPEAYs In FRAVDS
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

10 a,ms
1s the only paper appearing

15 purporti

agreement in
politica
Lhe. "reactionary” elements
empting: to Expleit the
urpose. of gstablishlng a4 reactionary regime
the eountry, The author 1s of the opinion that the
occupation by German. forces of the designated regions
will be carried out with great difficulty as it 1s
not certain that the Ceech army can be induced to

withdraw from thelr prepared positions without dis=

I'iEXl'e
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED 7
IR ] 1s
FrROM
T T [ '.l'a |.' i

1 i i I-'Ir..- ¥ -: "f ] K T
rat 4 ort C 1 v

NESTIY ; .".rj’:'r which: publish ecitorials . dentuncin

reaults of the Muniech ConfeErerce na dncdiecating the i
¢OnNRINUEd peAceE: lnherent thertin, ™ The editorial 1i:

RAVDA under title "the bBrave o acemakers: and the

tr 1e for pesce" states t E ole rl :

Ec] clE I\l:\' i 1 1 inic 1 T el et l i ¥ F
whvd ¥ ir- 4.4 n To s il i . a
vhiich by its shamefulness tra-scerded eny which took -8

o
-~ - - = s ol '
place following the world war, L'ter an ironical compari- 4
son of Cham "ET] £ . 4 L T, T SRR i % . 1 I
on of Cnamberlain to "illiam Pilt the ealtorial ridicules
Chamberlain's letter to Daladicr d in particular to his
mention of Daladier's courar e T S ; )
LECLLE I™".: COUra~g i Ty _r__!..'r ".'!.'."'__I 000l in
( € WrLter, sre terms difficult to apply to the ¢ '
o

connection




L ) REB

2=7#337, From loscow,0Oct.2,noon,

connection the editorial calls attention to the fact that

Hitler personally met Mussolini and consulted with him
whlle the French and British Ninisters were left to play
the role of supplicent "poor relatlons™ and points out
that the capitulation on the part of Chemberlain and

Dalacier to the demands made by [iitler and Mussolini can in

no way DE characterized . ae an a~reement. The editorial

tnen refers to attempts to invelve: in the "shameful Munich
1
agreemint® the Boviet Union "tl¥ onc power which has ;
.-
i

i consistently and undeviatingly fourht for FENEPXal peEAace,
the diginterested friend and deferder of the independence
of Iittle countriecs" and denounces sas absolutely unfounded

: the reports of Soviet connection with lunich agreemert (seg

1 -y A

% my telegram Mo, 335,  October 2, noon, and Vo, 356, October 2,

11 s¢ mMe). The £ditorlal states in this conrection "It 4s

not diffiecult to fix the source of this false informatior

[

which is undoubtedly to confuse the »ublie opinion of

Europe and America in repard to Ye position of the Soviet

mion' in the Czeeh question. : racea of - these reports i
WillcC \pre- Labricated Crom b 17 * to End lead direct
1E. AT CiE S f En~lond and ! Qe whiich arc’' atteprnti ;




: ¥
EZFIEE, Eil Fetrealt beforE thE TPESIOr AT ir,
sienature the shameful document known as 't
Azreement”, After relteratine that these reports

foundation the edltorial continues tha't the Soviet

051 Y -] “‘;dE I:\IE Pb‘\r L-"".;lfli 1t i PEC &
. session of the League of Mations and adds that s

pPosition of the Soviet Union ancd its loyalty to 1its oblica-

tiona was ApPreclated and understeood by the 'Czee

opinion and the. Czech people ahd, cuotes 3 o i
tate L attributed to the leader t Czectk
ri E Effec & the only nlly fch T




b ST rom koascow;0ct,2,noon,

for gEneral peace,; ‘for the Independence and Tregdom of

the peoples agdinst the Faselst arpressors . and brigands,”
Me editorial in TZVESTIYA also sarcastically and

bitterly criticizea the attempts portrayed before -the

Munich Agreement as a - vietory for peace ‘and states that

the mention ﬂf the tonsolidation of peace In Europe in

Chamberlalin's letter to Daladier i3 entirely unfounded and

entirely - -justifled. . The editorial also Indignantly deniea

NE-Soviet Union teok any part in- the. Munleh ConfeErence

have or has any responsibility for 1ts results,

After quoting the words of Litvinov in his speech on

Septenmber 21 at the Plenum-of the League with reference

to the Soviet posifion in regard to the Czech question

and  the general subject of peace the editorinl concludes

hat "if these words of Soviet representatives clearly

R

express the direct and honest policy .of the Soviet Union,
the pollicy of defense of the peace and loyalty to obliza-
tiona which it has assumed, ther the llunich Conference

which led to the dismemberment arnd plundering of Czech shed
a clear lirht on the pelley of the present ruling cireles of
En_laxd and Frarce whoe have come under the thumb of the

ist azgressors.”

11
3
{a
L
o

KIRK
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=S ka4, October' 6, 2 pum.'from Moscow,

publishes an appecl from the union of Czech authors tpo=-
ZTELHEr ‘with the answer of a group of prominent Soviet
writers containing an EXprcsslon of sympathy for the Czech

State and the statement "may the Fascist barbarians realize

-

hat no deprivations and Sacrifices will break the free
apirit of the Czeeh PEOPlE. - You will not be alone, we will
n

not abandon ‘“,’_‘ll’ wE will aid you

lovak demands. for

L

In o news Ytem relating to the

2utonomny published today the Tass correspondent in Praha

charncterizes the leadep of Blovalk autonomy 'as "an agent ,
of Polish Fascism 1in Czech", F
An editorial signed by “obsepver" published in PRAVD ﬁ
today states that there is no doubt &It that GErmany would E
AaVE capitulated before Fleghting had "front of pEaceful |
powers” bheen op ated; that Ttaly had taken ne active steps
L1
rd mobllization end that. German. aoini as '8 lukewarm g
} : r. L&l Erver" a1 1t E thnat hE unicl reement I.
1 id rint sVENL Ehe ltalian Government on tHe fald et e 3
1 r LEacleir E ¥violent] for the purg b tair=-
1% i E ¥ r * -T'\-l -‘I i v t I E L3 g ¥
] I J i I 5 i 1 ! l I,
it P Ho QeerEt that Hitler promisca WMzanlinl Gepmng
T L E-article ( \ EME :
'
5 " rr y 1
s 3 J
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' -
gos FROM JEET
| Pated ‘OctobEr-1d, 1938,
reld Y LM e :
I_ ¥ ¥ r.’ .
of N
ington ISION UF , o
i PEAN AFEAL o -
0CT141938 | T
e AR AT JLT& i 2 &
X Ld g slile .
{ o
( AT DEPARTMENE T . i 0
’ R 5 ] S
I S gropntimues the, publicaticon of articles 251
indic np o thet the so=callEed 'Peacticnary £l ehents. Ain the g
Crec) ievErmmEnt ~and An ther influentianl cirecles in Czecho=

siovakia arg iirtc'inf thelr efforts tewards a complete capitu-

lotion o Germany and- that the latter.is playing up Czech re=

sentment azalnst France and England An order to undermine

afiglo=French influence and lead the ‘smaller countries to bee

11 eve that they heve more to gain by concilianting Berlin than

by cppesing 1t,  The theme is further developed that the
untries of Eastern and s;ﬁthczst Europe even inecluding

Feland and Italy vould find it in thelr interest ta.fﬂrn a

golid front againat further German expansion,

In an article entitled "the story of a betrayal™ IZVESTIYA
States that in abandoning Czechoslovakia the French hr-'lggr. 8E
has betrayed 1ts own people and that France »111 Evsntqgil
pay for her recent surrender to Hitler by territorial li}a .
another article points out the unfavorable situation of France

E as




Hitler t

rticle

future
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Telegram 33, January 7, 1940, (761.74/44)

Despatch No. 257, January 16, 1940, (711.00/1426)
Telegram YNo. 231, March 1, 1940, (761.62/625)

Telegram 279, March 12, 1940, (740.0011 E.W.1939/1807)
Telegram 826, July 7, 1940, ( " /4450 )
Telegran 1078, August 27, 1940, (741.61/898)

Telegram 1194, September 10, 1940, (861.00/11867)
Telegram No. 1198, September 20, 1940, (740.0011 E.W.1939/5603)
Telegrem No. 1202, September 22, 1040, (741.61/899)
Telegram 1251, September 30, 1940, (762.9411/65)




1267, October 2, 1940, (740.0011 E.W.1939/5837)

1593, October 23, 1940, (741.61/903)

1608, November 25, 1940, (761.74/56)

* 1630, November 27, 1940, (741.61/910)

14, January 6, 1941, (761.94/1253)

49, January 10, 1941, (761.74/63)

$11, February 19, 1541, (794.00/241)

379, February 26, 1941, (740.0011 E.W.1939/8656)

. 449, March 7, 1941, ( "/8919)

485, March 11, 1941, { " /ae6e

521, March 17, 1941, (761.62/877)

583, March 24, 1941, (740.0011 E.W.1939/9298)

667, April 3, 1941, ( "/9592

704, April 7, 1941, ( " /o714

703, April 7, 10941, | " /o712
April 11, 1941, ( " /8900

766, April 12, 1541, (761.62/805) 4
April 12, 1941, (740.0011 E.W.1939/9901)
April 16, 1941, ( "/10026 )
April 30, 1941, ( "/105603 )
Vay 2, 1941, (701.626/61)
May 5, 1641, (740.0011 E.W.1939/10655)
May 7, 1941, ( "/10718)
May 17, 1941, (B62.00/4031)
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Telegram No.
Telegram No.
Telegram No.
Telegram No.
Telegram No.
Telegram No.
Telegram No.
Telegram KNo.
Telegrem MNo.
Telegram No.
Telegram No.
Telegram HNo.
Telegram No.
Telegram No.
Telegram No.
Telegram No.
Telegram No.
Telegram No.

Telegram No.

3=
from Russia

993, May 17, 1941, (740.0011 E.W.1939/11032)
1061, May 27, 1941, (761.94/1325)

1127, June 12, 1941, (740.0011 E.W.1939/11970)
1183, June 20, 1941, ( /12252 )

1266, June 30, 1941, (701.6261/68)

1320, July 8, 1941, (740.0011 E.W.1939/12938) i
1518, August 16, 1941, ( "/140863 )
1605, September 22, 1941, ( "/16301 )

1696, September 22, 1941, (761.94/1358)
2070, December 17, 1941, (740.0011 Pacific War/1260)

2085, December 19, 1941, (761.94/1375)

17, December 26, 1941, (740.0011 E.W.1939/17882)
19, December 27, 1941, (  w/imgss )
42, January 13, 1942, ( "/18458 )

72, January 26, 1942, (761.94/1382)

314, April 15, 1942, (740.0011 E.W.1939/21009)
145, February 10, 1943, (761.84/1420)

183, March 19, 1943, (893.24/1555)

664, June 15, 1943, (740.0011 Pacific War/3297)
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=2= 362, October 20, 10 a,m., from oscow,

Carpathian corridor te focilitate access to Rumdnine Con-
sequently he 13 opposing Follsh=HFungarian demands which
states the article puts Hitler in the comle and impudent

[ ] Loy B s -
light of defender of asagk, Foland's attitude is describved

as Extremely cynical and 1t is asserted th-it the queation

netlonnl minoritles mey well turn ‘out to be o boomerangz. in

the ¢crse of Polond which is ceErtaln evinfunlly to suffer ter=
ritorisl“lossEs.
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bEecomins ar rent and thot relsticons between
BErlin have become somevhat:-sosler S:a.reanit of the con=
viction that Poland 1p Mon the 11t of Cernonyls yietims"
because of Gertian opposition to Foland!s persistent
efforts, with Ttaly!s supront, to establish common bounds
aries with Hungary ot 'the EXPEN3E of Czechoslowvakln, More=
OVEr, ‘the aptielE continues, Italy has for: seme time been
stcking means to counterb-l-nce G epm N Influence in southe=
Enstern Eurore by the establishment of o bloc within the

"bloc of ageressors” through thi crestion of & RomesWnrsaw

axls in which Hung ry, Rumani n pPessibly, Yugoslavia

would prrticipnte, Althoush aecording to PRAVDA the quEﬂtiﬂnrl

of the Fungarian olnims on Czechoolovald: 10y be settled =

L7
by n compromise wore or leas s~tisfn ctory to all partics s

Ld
-

"there exist serious internnl contradictions (within the

@85k ¢

ArgresalvE bloe), which ~re inerecs Ing in proportion as

ot ¥~

Fnselat
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Dated October 29, 1938,

Reeld, B:120: g9, m,

IEcrebary aof-8tate,
¥ lashington.
373, ohET s 0 FEEE B
'he- Munieh agregment. and. 1ts consegquences continue

attention of the commentators on. foreign

lEmocracy, DEACE

dvanced by France

and tEngland to. justify their position in the Czechoslovak
y el ' ] e 1 1 n the Edi-
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MJD -2~ No, 378, Qetober 2%, 11 o, m, from Moscow
I

Sponish question nre all attributed to the effects of the
Manich a;reement, The editoriacl concludes thnt the partics
gubstituting Munich for Versnilles has not yet termincstid
and that the crucinl question ot F:T”'éﬁ*- 1s whether the

world =ill fatelfistically awedt theo developments of EvEnts

P

or whether the still independent poweEra will nt ' leénat™mce
to discuas collective action before Hitler forbids inter-
natienal gatherin-a,

The ERASNAYLA GATET PA, 'n LENINErad nevaphind r, publish
an fditorial dn its  number. of EObDEY 25 stntding thnt the
British recctionarics. 1ed by ehrmbEris in, geverned
eluss nd economic gonsideritiona npe #o LVELY alpporting

and. EvEn ‘inatigating the Faseist novers- in the preparation
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iz LElEgram must he ioscow
2108 Ely paraphrased bee-

re being . communicated FROMDat ed October 315 1938
Lo anyonk, (C)

Reeld 11:55 a.m,

Washington,

974, October 31, 11 a;m,
The general tenor of Soviet opinicn on foreign

affalras since the Munich AagreEemint as revealed 1in

recent published EXpresslions .may be aummarized as opENnly

condemnatory of ‘that Agreement on the basis that it
Frepresents a betrayal of Czechoslovalkia: by Great Britain
hat 1t constitutes a blow to the policy of
'1lective security and the safety of the smaller

3 i

countriess that 1t has Encouraged further aggréssion on

Fhe par$ of the Fascist countries; and that it has -

LA

‘TEated a situation which threatens world peace in

ﬁ
v

DEEn the object of speelal denunciation and their policies

8101

#eneral, The Governments of England and France have

Have been adversegly contrasted in the Soviet press

with the fidelity of the Soviet Covermment to its

]I internationsal obligations in the intercat of. DERCE,
| Although speculation from the Soviet standpoint
A3 Lo events and tendeéncies in foreign countries has

been




From Moz cow

4. Detober <31 . .11

been dndulged In, there have been no clear indicstiona
f any ‘change in Soviet polliey in regard to those
countrles or of any positive orientdtion of that policy

a consequence of the recent events -in Central Europe,
'he eblef preoccupation of Soviet forelign policy ‘contirues
o L; ita relations with Mazi termany. and Japan and
Events abroad are envisaged primarily from the :tﬂndpmint
of thelr possible effect on thosc relations, Furthermore,
thi recgnt developments in conncetion with the
Czechoslovak crisis have econfronted the Soviit Inion
with the threat of isolation and, although a faveored
theme of published utterances here is the abllity- of
the counbry to stand alone on the strength of its own
resources and ‘the adequacy 'of ita own defenses, the welght
of evidence at present points to'a disinelination on  the
part of the Soviet Government to malntain a position of
isolction as regords other countrics and to o readiness
to join in any moment of international concern which
would enhance the prestige of the Soviet Covernment
without incurring too great a riske The Impression
prevails however that for the rioment ot least the
KEremlin is inclined to await the course of further
developments abrond te nssist it in determining 1its
policy 1o relation to other countries, either singly
or nﬁllsctivtlr, and to refraln Trom any definite

commitment

i..llllllIIIIII-----______————————————
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-3= #374, Octéber 31; 11 ajm., from Moacow,

commitment in poliey until those ‘ﬁtvt‘lomﬁnta ArE mMOre
clearly defined, In the meantime 1t is belleved the
Soviet Gnﬁfrnmfnt 1s continuing its progrom of
armaments especially as regards the alr force and the
navy even in spite of the danger to the internal
structure inherent in an inereased burden and sacrifice
which the écnczntrqtion on heavy industries imposes
upon the population, It is qlsﬂ bellieved that an

added” Impetus mqﬁ.bc given to the activities abroad

of the Comintern and eertain indieations heve become
apparent of an attempt in this way to accentuate the
clnss strugegle and the differences between. Government
factiona in certain countries,

Closely allied withlzny consideration of Soviet
Forelgn policy at present is th.pEPEﬁnﬂl position of
Litvinove ‘ith the weakening of League influence ‘and
Lhe blow dealt-by the Munlch agreement to ‘the policy
of eolleetive security and to the system of mutual

asslstance pncta to which the Soviet Union was party,

his well prounded posltion o3 a sponsor of thosk

policiegn has been regapded in certain eircles as

lefInitely 1¥mﬂrﬂwiﬂtk'ftﬂ rgmors circulate i thE
effect




-4= #2374, October 31, 11 a.m,, from Moscow,

effect that he will follow the fate of many others
who have been made to serve a3 scapegoats for
Fﬁilgrf in Soviet policyes It is trug that the

! dontiruation in office of high Soviet officianls is
permissible subject for speculation but in this
inastance it should be pointed out that even if
Litvinov!s prestige has suffered, his reslgnation
now ncéd not necessarily follow, In the firat place
there appears: to be no other person available . who

combinegs the qualities required to replace him
furthermore his usefulness ns Commisgar for Forelgn
Affaird may well continue in view of the faect that

in any event hHe ean do ne more than devote his

efforta to.carryling out whatever pellecles may bE

dictated o him from time to time by {thei Kremling

-
=




DOCUMENT FILE

NOTE
SEE._______740.00/509. cooeree FOR e Tel, $386, Spm
FROM I.5.5.R8. ( Kirk.. .) DATED .Navember 9, 1938,
TO MNAME =137

REGARDING: Cgecho-Cerman Crisis, The Munich Agreement,

“Marxian Analysis" -, by Molotov, Chairman of the Soviet of Peoples Commigsars,




In regard to the Hunich‘agrzzmsnt Molotov said thnat

although touted as a victory for pence in reality 1t vas

only a victory of the governments of Enrland and GErmany

:r : over the French Government and of the Enrlish, German,

., : French, and the Ttalian Governments over tlhe Czech

j‘ : Government, The Funich agreement he asald had en;y whetted

i the appetites of the aggressors and a strusgle for the

I partition of certain other European countries had already
commenced, The Soviet Union did not and eonld not
participate in this imperialist deal, and in splte of
crooked attempts to represent the attitude of the SoviEet
Unlon on the Czech question as vague and evasive, the

Soviet Union had proved to the whole world thet 1t

 Talthfulness to signed trectles and 1ts strugple against
aggression remained unshakable, Nolotov continued that the
international auﬁhnrity of England and Franee had been

seriously impaired by their capitulations in the Czech

question and that tkis was demongtrated by the recent
SEttlement in Vienna of Fungary's claims without thelr
participation, Only the Soviet Union, the land of soclallsm,

stood firm in its struggle apgainst faseisot aggresaion and

for the defense of PEace, liberty, and the independence of

PEOPlEs agalnct fasecist nttack,
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CONFIDENTIAL, . The FPolisn Ambassador ‘here informs
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s 10" a.m,

My tElegram Mo. 148, larch 25,

-~

i1l not (repeat not) joln thE propcsed four power

icelarations  The Folilsh CGovernment in pursult . of its |
d]

R

=

lished .pollicy tomalntain an Independent course |

i insofar as both Germany snd Husals were-concerned waa
pilling to take & definite step which might embroll

Poland with Germany-especially In the asbient »f agsurances

the support it might expeet bto recelve If faced with

phrea o 1




=2« #157, March 31, 10 asms, from Noscow.

might express agreement to Join In a declaration without

Poland as a partye. The stand which Poland had taken,
however, and the latest developments in Polish German
pelations had in the Ambassador's opinion eliminated

the British proposal from immediate consideration.

The following andditionzl observations were offered Dy

the Ambnssador as personzl opinlion end are submitted .
for what interest they may presents
These developments referred to above had DEEN .
. -Ih
precipitoted, the Ambassador snid, through no foult of ‘B
tHe Polish Government,  Certain questions such as the L
| s

treatment of minoritics An both Poland apd Germany-. -
and the status irt Danzig after-an eventunl wlthdrawal k-

of the Lenzue Commiasioner had been the subjects of
negobiation between the two Governments but with the A

on of toctics of intimidafiion on the

(=]

rceent adopt

ierman side Poland had refused to continue the

negotintions in' the prevelling eclrcumstances, was r fusing ‘tag
3

make any concessions to Germany and was not inellined

reopen negotiations untll the Government had somk




{3
mGh=. #1657, Mareh a1y 10 teMey from HNoscow s
in the face of the threntening attitude of Germany ~nd ;
these mensures had proved to thi Government the unity of '§
support which might be gxpected from all cln38ES, I'NCES }
and politienl parties in. Poland in the event of wnﬁ with ;;
Germanyes As n part of these preparations the Ambdsandor %%
denied ‘that recent comml tments had LEEN entered into ?é
yith other. countries and in this connectlon Soviet ';g
Union was speclifically mentioned and malntalned thot no ;f
such commitments would Be moade iintil Polsnd should bE i
confronted with a clenrly defined situntion, The 'ﬁ.
Ambessador concluded with the statement thot the situation ff}

wns VeEry serious but that there wns sbill o posslbllity
thot the immediate tension might be relieved elther by
the ndoption by Hitler of o more restroined attitude

toward Poland or even by the diversion of his activitiles

)
tow~pds the southenst and Hungary and repected that a ,;
knowledge of the extent of possible British cooperation b
on the continent was the DPiHﬂi?ﬂl factor at presente E
y
KIRK '
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Thg shre sourceg stated that the Assistant Nilitary

vehE METE was called to Berlin last week where he i
any rEsson to wriieve that the Soviet Union -was stronger

in a: mnil] w menge. or in a-better fJosition to undertake g

of f& than in September of last year and
that \E A e had crevlied in the- ne tive. k
4]




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

was i W =

This telicrer muat be From Moscow
closely paraphrasegd bee !

fore belng communicated Dated May 22, 1939
to anyonge (BR)

Ree'd 4:50

Secretary of State,

Washington,

259, May 22, 1 ps ms

The publlication in PRAVDA

pasc, review of a book by a Sov ﬂﬂﬂﬂ“lmﬁihld rectly

pridiets the outbreak of a war between the Soviet
Unicn and "Fascist Germany” has aroused comment in g i
Forzi;n circles here espeeially in view of the author's T
deseription of the circumstanees under which such a
conflict would occur, The PRAVDA review characterized
this "fantasy" as realistic and deseribed as "nrophetic”
the author's analysis of the events in Europe which

would precede a Soviet=German war, According to this-
verulon 4 Sovliet=German war will bresk out' following -: &
the anncunciEd decision of the Soviegt Government to
support the democracles in a war agalnst Fangclsm: and
both pricr and subsequent to this annmocuncement the
present "bourgeois" French and British gOVErnments
will, In betraynl of the national in?ErEQtu of their

e &

"comntries,



LMS 2=No, 259, May 22, 1 ps m., from Moscow,

countries, have made every effo t to prepare a "second
Munich", The firm stand of the Soviet Union, however,
according to the author will lead to the setting up

In those countri:n.of popular front govermnments which
will then join the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
in the war, The remainder_of the article describes

in highly colored terms the defeat of the initial
Fasclst alr attaeck on the Union of Sovliec Socinlist
Republicay,

While to judge from the review the main purpose
of the book 1s to support the contention of the invin=
cibility of Soviet aviators the publicity given at
this time to the open prediction of a Soviet=German
war and to the "treacherous" role which the present
British and French Governments may be expected to
play in such an eventuality 1s of Intereat as possibly
reflecting a Soviet desire to dispel rumors concerning
the possibility of a German=Soviet rapprochement on
the one hand and to publicize the view that the present
British and French Governments constitute the chlef

obstacles to Soviet cooperation with the western

democracliea,

GRUMMON
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he Embaoay. s ownre,; since the del

rnd Molotove  There 18 no-evidence up to £ present T
« = g i)
o dustify ~n opinion thot the Soviet Government. inten

=)

to modify 1ta. poaltion in cecordonce wich the views

AR L

CERTT

expressed In the IZVESTIA gditorlsl of Foy 1l or to 4

accept nnything less than.a direet ond unequivoenl

commitment from England ond Fronce for the protection j;

of the Soviet western frontier dgninst attack ns the .i
!

price of Soviet assoclation in the Fronco=-Brlitish system tﬁ
bl

of gunrdntees 1n eastern Eurppe. In the opinion of

most neutral diplom~tic obaservers in lloscow the irmhes: ';

of the Sovlet posltion may be in large part Aattributed ' %

to the fnllc”iny foctors,

OneE, oA




-2- #263, Mny 24, 1 pe.m., from Moscow, :

Ones The inoreased sense of sececurlty felt by
the Russian Soviet Gbvernmment os a result of the prior
British ctnd French commitments in respect of Polend
wnd Rumanla and the. later Anglo=Turkish agreement, ond B
the reallzation on the part of the Soviet Government

that under the circumstonces the inclusion of the Unilon ;

of Soeialist Scviet Republics in an anti-nggression i
front in enstern Europe 15 of vital necessity to England ﬁ
-
rl NCEs %
Ca ne fear of the Soviet Covernment, bnaed on its
sugpicion of the Chamberlain ond Daladic» Governments fﬁ
thit'in the absence of n direct commitment from Englahd th
and France the Soviet Union might be lel't to continue '.
loneg wor odln . €astern’ Europe in the event thot  the I
ataotes guaranteced by England and Fronce were overrun by ..
Germiny in the early stnges of o conflict in thnt areo, 3
In .the opinion of the French Embassy nt lenst, this G

feEar of n "seEparcte peace” on the port of Englnnd. ond b
France lies ot the root of the Soviet insistence on o 1

direct poet. ofsmutual nsslatance with those countries,

Cther i hirc 1t - 1a understood hnve arisen in
negroty KA 1k 3! 1 oy I ol hi bl LA | E
} Baltl] yG ol nd .t 3581 b L 1LEt entment
i
t-Polish. ny uricnidn reluctanos be ‘bound by =an




w3= #263, Moy 24, 1 pemeg from Moscow,

commitments to the Sovict Union are considered here as of

sgcondary importance and as having been advanced by

the Soviet Government largely cos cf.posﬁihlt value in

negotintion.

"Mile the effect Af any of the somewhat indlrect

and half=-hearted German approach to the Soviet

Government, rrpoftnd in my telegram 258, May 12, 11 nems,
;. will presunably be confined to strengthening the >

emiinds “

h-a

litter's insistence on the satisfaction.of
the present negotiations with England “nd FrANCE,

theé possibility, however remote, eannot bHe completely

exeluded thot it may ralse an question i1 the mind

of thé Soviet Govermmeént as to the advis-bllity o

cormitting 1tself eopenly at-the present iME, on

of the western democrnclese
It 1s expected here that kolotov during 't
gourse of the aseszions of the Suprene

tomorrove 111 ranke on important statEmEn n Soviet

forelign policy.
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clogely paraphrased be= MOBCOW 11 irrym e CTHTE
fore being communicafed : ke ;
to anyone. (D) Dated June 2, 1939

FROM

Rec'd &:80 ps Ma _
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Secrebary of  Stale, iy !
LR .N 1LE) :
T DRG] Y i | =
Nasghlingbon,. A :\I'\' 2 1939 ;'
T " win ’ 3 -4 i35
£
- N FARTMEN] OF STATE .

’ E &5 L Do Na At e )

e reneral tenor of Molotovis speech == in particular i

is objections to the latest British nropesals, which, as a‘ .

ol
DILEV aly indicated, would appear to satiafy moat of the k.
- 'x":
nft jor- Sovigt derands == has raised the -question among 4
foreliomn observers here as to the real intentions of the P
55
Soviet Union in the present negotiatlons and 1s viewed o g
: L 4
| o 5
as poaslbly indicative of a general Soviet reluctance te © g
commit iLself openly at the present time to any anti- -

German coalition., This opinion is largely based on the bt
following elements in Molotov's speech:  hia Expreasion

P p
of continued Soviet susplelon regarding the sincerity of

™
present French and British policy; his insistence upon Jﬂ;

the satisfaction of apparently every Soviet demand 1n the

..
cur?:nt necotiationa; and the possadble inj:ntiuﬁ of the }-
Far East implied by his statement that Soviet poliey in :
regard to China 1s in conformity with the task.of the : i
ereation of a united front asgainst aggression in Europee d fi

There




2-#285, From Moscow, June

There is a tendency to regard the various objections

ralsed by lolotcv as preparing the ground for a continued

Soviet refusal even in the event that Great Britaln and

France should comply with thi Soviet insistence upon a

guarantee to the three states on ita northwest frontler

which I understand from the French Embassy are Latvia,

Estonia, and Finland, The compardtively mild references,

reproaches, and the' statement that -the negotiations with
Great Pritain apd France will not prejudice economic
relations with Italy and Germany, as well as Molotov's J

intimation. that® the commercial negotintions with the

latter may bE resumed, may wgll be associmsted with the

German approach reported in my 258, liay 22, 11 a. me It
is possible that, as indicaoted in the Embasay's telegram
ﬁﬂf 2635, llay 24, 1 ps m., this indication of an altered
German attitude vis-a-vis the Soviet Hni%n may have led
the Kremlin to question the advisability of any immediate
commitment on the slde of England and France.

I am informed in confidence by a member of the French
Embassy that the question of guaranteeing the three states
referred to above formed an integral part of the original
Soviet proposals and that at the present time there is no

reaaon
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reason to believe that the Soviet concern with regard to
that area is based largely on a fear of German penetration
and cdntrol of those states without direct attack; and the
opinion waa offered that the Soviet Union apparently
desires tne pact of mutual asslstance with France and
England to come into operation in the event that it should
become  involved in hostilities in attsmpﬁing to forestall
any &uch riove. on the part of GErmanys

ia the opinion of the Embaasy, l.olotov's remarks are
augsceptible of two interpretations (a) either the Soviet

Government beccuse it segs a chance of renalning neutral

in o European conflict does not intend to align itself at

present with England and France and conseguently will
continue to raise objections no matter whut further

proposals are received from those countrles; or (b) re~

alizinrs the advantageous positlion which it enjoys in these
negotiations the Soviet Union intends to exact full
compliance on the part of England and France with all of
1ts demands, EVEn those of a secondary nature.

Me Ffrenen and British Ambassadors saw Molotov at
the lntter's request thig afternoon, presumably to receive

the formal Soviet reply, which in the opinion of thEe

Freneh Embassy here is not ({repeat not) expected to bE an

b nccEpLancEs
GRUMMON °
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»

of an alliance with England and France,

In respect of the general question of Soviet adherence
to the anti=German front it is of some interest to note
that membera of the German Enbaasy.whn untll recently were
of the opinion that the Soviet Union would in the last
resort sign sone of sort of an agreement with England and
France are now openly confident that the Soviet Union will
not align itself with England and France against GErnanf
on the ground that the Soviet Union will rot be disposed
to run the risk of unnecessary war with Gerrany by openly
aligning itself with the latter's enemies whieh would have
the effect of directing German animosity againat the Soviet
Unions Insofar mas 1 have been able to ascertain there are
no specific grounds for this change in opinion in German
cirecles here although nenbers of that Embassy here state
in confidence that vague intimations of a Soviet reluc-
tance to conclude an agreement with England and Franece
have been conveyed by Soviet diplomats abroad to their
GeErman colleaguess - It is possible also that the conpara=
tively favorable reception giﬁzn by Molotov to the obser=
vation of the German Ambassador (see my telegram No, 359
July 1, 9O a.mne) may have had a certain effect in deter-

mining the views of the German Embassy here,

GRUMMON
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JErman Ambassador gaw Molotov on Aurust | mad - assured

latter under Inatructions from his vermment tHAL GErniany

Bultic; and would respect all Soviet intercstas.  Molotov
am informed expressed the greatest interest in the Ambass
cocmmunication and inquired whether the reference

included Lithuania, to which the Ambassador replied
affirmative. Molotov then frankly set forth the aspecific
pbases of Soviet dilstrust of Germany which he outlincd as
follows: (1) the antieComintern Pact: (2) the direct
direct encouragement glven by Germany to Japan in the Far

East; and (3) the apparent intention of Germany since the

M
[ =
O
rm
o
m
-

vent of Hitler to "outlaw" the Soviet Union as

the refusal of Germany during recent years to attend iy
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European Conference at which the Soviet Union was represented
The Ambagsador stated that the anti-Comintern Pact was in
reality not direoted agalnst the Soviet Union but against
England and that Germany ‘was interested in developing good
relationa with the Soviet Union, He added however that if
the Soviet Union allled itself with England and France it
could naturally expect to incur a share of the German hostile
ity —irectel .apdinat those countries, Molotov replied that
the Soviet Government was Interested in "normalizing" and
improving its relations vdth Germany but at the same time
would c?ntinuE its polley or-utfsmphing to assure a "genulne
defence sgilnat dggression',

My informant offered the opinlion that NMolotov's recep=
tlon of the Ambassndor's assurances iIndieated that an ime=
provemen't’ of Soviet=German relations was poasible but: that
becnuse of paat German pollcy it would take some time to
remove Soviet distrust, He st ted that lolotov's reference
to the continuction of precent Soviet policy of attempting to
assume a "gemuine™ defence against aggreasion would appear to
Indleate !.h'LL the Soviet Union is prepoared to conclude o

pact with the British and ‘French but only on Soviet terma,

My informant added that the insgtmictions to theé Ambassas

dor here had resulted from political conversations ‘along the

above
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ch had taken place in Berlin between the

"Affaires Astakov, Schnurer, and Ribbentrop

in

the economic negotlations there.

negotiations my informant stated that they
iatialfactorlily and th therg was reason to

ful conclusion within two or three weeks,

f German-=Japancse relations rmant
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recent. devel opment in & Ew= glation
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Seeretary of State,

Woshinzton, 'L{.

487, Auzuat 350, 2 pem,

I am inforned in confidence by a nenber of the

Bulgaricn Lezation here that the Soviet Governmen: hos for

the past montlh been manifesting o norked dedire to estoblish

closer and Lore friendly relatiors with Buvlgzeriay thot the

Bulgoricn porlicventery delegotion which visited the Sovict

“nion fron Euguut.? to Auguat 20 hnd during its stoy here
been trected with the grectest hospitality ond k! . .driesas -1t
wes added thit although the purpose. of the delegation was to
visit the agriculturcl exhibition nevertheless on August 10
there hod been an exchonge of views betwsen Molotov cond
the hecd of the delegotion Mirkov, Viee President of the

Bulgerion Porlicnent ond chadrncn of the Foreigh Affoirs

Sovict Bulgarian interests coincide in the nectssity of & {
defending both the Peninsula and the Straits against any
threeat of azgression from Germany but th@t subsequent to the

signature of the Soviect German treaty the attitude of the -
Soviet Government had altered and was now directed towards |

( ' persuading !

\
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