


TELEGRAM RECE

KLP Hoscow
FROM
This telesram rmust be )ated January 7, 1940,
closegly varankrased be-
fore beinz communicated Rec'ds 1:13 p.me
to anyonc,. (D)

1 p.me
Ve course of a conversation yesterday the
Bulgarian Yinister told me that no political subjects
had beenr disenssed during the recent negotiations be-
tween trec Pulgarian mission and the Soviet Government.,
We said “het the Soviet negotiators had broached
political subiecta on two occasiona but that the members

of the Bulzarian mission had replied they were neither

guthorized nor qualified to discuss thla aspect,

s Pulgarian Minister expresased the oplnion that

a month ago the Rumanian Government was prepared
virtually to cede Beasarabla to the -Soviet Union without
a conflict tut that recently and as the direct result
af the reverscs encountered by the Sovliet armed forces
had heard -that Great Britaln and France
nania to resist the annexation of PEaaa:
force "if neEceasary. and had

promlsed




- 2 =
33, Jenvary 7 from Moscow

promised asisistance., The foregoinz statement, which

was made to :E yesterday, anncars o be confirmed by

the statcient made by the British Broadcasting Corporation
today revortinz an alleged statement by King Carol thot
Rumana;‘wo:id defend Bessarabiae

g Bulzarian Minister also stategd thot he had
learned tot tter's return to Jerlin (see my telegram
Janucry 4, noon) was the result of difficulties en=-
countered in. the commercial and economic negotictions

with tl*e Sovict authoritices,
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The Seeretary of State, o
: 2
faghington, D, €, &
ir: e
Un January 12 Pravda published an article entitled
"american Foliey in the Paeific” wiich undertakes an an-
11yeis of .merican policy in the Far BEaat, 1
" ¥

The articls deseribes the "open door" rolicy of the

United States asg belns desipgned to brevent other nowars
from obtaining economic advantages in China and to re-

serve that ares for its own purposes, one of which is to

L make China economically dependent u on the United States.
To attain this end the United States is said to be re-

fraining from r enderins China the full support which would
Fr

insure




consenuence,
of the Sino-Japaness w
certain degree of ald to Chin ; larime
iilich will inerease China's sconomic
United States, while he same

The article

aERl lL R, )
ol the Sino=dJda

ind silver from both belligerents,

er hive becouwe fully exhausted direset interven

be resorted to In order to force a -eace upon China and
Japan which will conform.to the imperialist interests of
the United States.

On January 12 Izvestiya published an article en-
titled "Naval Strategy of the United States™, which
-agserts that the United States hasg sssured the rolas ~f
an obsarver of the European conflict but not = disinter-
ested observer. .Ais proof it cites the werican neutrale
ity law, which assures profits for American ar ment mang-
facturers and implies military ané economic gupport by
American capitalism of the Anglo-French military bloe,
The article further states that ‘uericun foreien policy

is




=T
is utilizing the nrasent war to strengthen its hara: ony,
especlally in the ameriesn herisphere where the United
itates iz endeavoring not only ‘to usurp Germany'as nla
in the Latin American mirket but also to drive out
Britain., The three-hundred-mile ‘neutr:l zone slon~ the
Ameri can coasta ia ag beinz 1n reality merely
an expansion of th ne of operation of the American
navy and aip for nd it is added that behind the
"sereen of loud talk about solid ri'ﬁ}r of the urerie=wn
rerublies” the United States is earrvinc out the largest
pilitary prozrar in its hist ry, which ghould assure to

it. control of tho exstern Atlantie and teatern FueifTic.

after sarting that one aspact of the present .U-=rican

olie¢y is to overtake and rerhins Eurpass Sritain

val power, the cloges with the s

L lurgpeant war not only
rofits by aricean eanitalis;
portunity e United States
LC
Tow devoted

in ths
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SEcretary of ‘Statg,

Washing ton,

€78, ‘March: 12, 7 p.its

The Soviet press continues to devote attention at inter-
vals $B the role of Italy in . the }PESEEI international site
uation and, while comment continues to be eritical in this
caseg there has been an lnereasing tendency to present Italy
as the object of pressure and intﬂigus ol the part of the

Anglo=-French imperialist bloc #h an endeavor to draw Italy

into the orbit of thr wap as well as to advance the view

that Italy's Interests are in conflict with those éf England

and France, . An artiele in the KOMSOMOLSKAYA PRAVDA yesterday
entitled "English pressure on Italy" 1in dlscussing the
taliqn-ﬁnglish conflict over the question of coal imports

from Germany advances the view that while the export of coal

to Italy is not wital to GErmany, its import 1s to Italy,

and the British action in this connection 1s clearly dirccted

mere agailnst Italy than against Germany, The artiecle 1ike.

wize asserts that the "intrigues of the Aﬂ;;o-FrEnch bioc”

in the Balkans are designed to weaken in that area the

position

1§87 1§




-2= #279, March 12, 7 p.m., from ifoscow

position of Italy and that the concentration of Anglo=

French troops in the Near East createés a direct danger for

q

the Itallan possessions in Africa while the English .blockade

iy

at’ Glbraltar threatens Italian shipping in the Mediterranean, A
In conclusion the () of the article writes that Italy has ;?
EVEry opportunlty to become convinced of the v"inconvenience ég
of ‘falling between two stoolas", ﬂ
" (END OF 'SECTION ONE) .

STE INHARDT #

KLP
() Apparent omission : | :f
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This telegram must be MOSC oW
clesely paraphrased pe=-
fore belng ¢ ommunicated Dated March 12,
to anyone, - (C)

Ree'd .3:42 pat,.
Secretary of State,

Washington,

279, March 12, 7 p.m, (SECTION TWQ)
STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL, In commentingion the slightly
r€ favorable attitude shawn by the Soviet prss towards

[taly a-member of the ltalilan Embasay here has stated that

Lthough no Information has been rnecelved on the subject 1t

s

well Be thet one of the purposcs of Ribbentrop's visit
to. Rome would be an attempt to bring about some readjustment
of Sovliet-Italian relations on the basis that Germany, Italy
arid the Sovlet Unlon at the present time share a common
Interest to keep the war out of the Balkans and Rlack Sea

W T AL, OO M
(M D.OF- MESSARE)

STEINHARDT
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

Thia telegria 'mst be
clodely poraphresell bE= asl
re bedng cortiuniented FROM

o ] o L LR I s
1 ™sls i R

el bt d Ll e F" .‘ut‘lr"w
N oo
AUL -2 5

LOT8 - auguet 2%, 11 dudie ,

—

R i e DEPARTMENT OF SIATE
TUICTLY CONFIDENTILL. : ' J il

I o Infecrned in strict cenfidence by o mienber of the
British Bibasay thot the-rmeetin: betveen itdkévon ~ncd -the
i
ha erely said that the Soyiegt- Goverrnient vwas interested
PEStricted categeries

rould exchenge for an

~ucts, ilikoyan, however,

equivalent-
o mdble 'k LVE Ny -CSSUPENCES) In rezirl toc ‘rEexport

te Gemony and -refused to ad3it thot there coull be ony

& aregsult cfounsuitoble arroncEient with Engl-and.  In
this ecnnecticn he referred voiguely to the pclitienl :
situnticn &s nct being propiticus, ..cec rding; tc the
informent vhile ecnversaticns i ght be ecntinuel there
appecrel to Pe little prespect of niclificoticn in the

Luielinte future of Scviet attitude tovernd its ecencaie

cdizadtnienta to Gemanye
¥, (END 3ECTION ONE)
I
: THU.STON
| TRV

British .Jabasgador wis not "enceursging® ond that ikeyan

connecticn with or restrictirng «n 3oviet trade “ith G;_r'mri"

ond lmuepgﬂﬂs . _?_,..'_:

T T g s
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o
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jx TELEGRAM RECEIVED

This telegrom muet br

clogely par-phrased Be= MoBcow
forr being communicated
to. nnyone. (D) FROM Datrd Auzust 27, 1940

Rec'd '5:30 pams
S8eoretnry of Sinte,

W-ghington,

1078, Augurt 27, 11 n.ms (SECTION TWO)

With referrnce to the attempts of Sir Stafford Oripoe
in Mosoow to bring about ~n improvement of Britirh-Soviet
relatione ﬁﬁf to draw the Soviet Union away from Germnny

from: the e~ me pource I hawe learned in the strictest

confidence that when Orippe saw St~lin some werke ngo,

oF

(ere Emb-eey's 884, July 20, 4 p.m.) Lr pointed ocut
grent length thht Russin'e real interest 1ny With.Englﬁnd
eince in the event of » complete Germnn victory Russin
would ~lone nlmoest certainly hnve to fight Germnny; by thie
time: St-1lin while ndmitting that everything wae pogsible in
internntionnl nffadire moade it quite olenar th-t he did not
feel in o position to risk '~ conflict with Geminny's Tmy
nt ‘the pr-egent time and nppeared to prefer the poeslblility
of a future war with Germany to the very real riek of a
military defent at th:-prrnznt time. Whiles the foregoing
interviev took plaee emme eix weeke ngo, it if believed to
be of ¢goneilder~ble interest. 8t- llﬁ'r Bt tement in the
opinion ef the Embaeey ie 2 very frank and renlirtic
stntement of the nttitude nf the Soviet Government in the

pregent




-2- 1078, August 27, 11 n,u, (BECTION TWO) from Moscow,

preeent situation. Ae of poefible intereet in relation I

to the foregoing it hae bren asorrtained from a foreign

newepaprT source that Stalin is believed to have bren

very much ennoyed that the report of the meeting with

A 4l

Crippe had leaked out into the foreign prees and that this :ﬁi
Bl &
may br one of the reasone why he has ehown no diepoeition ° .Eii
by

to ece the British Ambaesador fince that time, :

(END OF MESSAGE) 5

3
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THURSTON %
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED '§

Egran must be MOSCO
paraphrased be- FROM
ng commanicated Doted Septembe f A
\E (D) ;

H O M
m o

UUI—'D’B{

e L B ]

Secretary of State, — .
f DIVISION OF T‘ .
ashington. { EURQRLANAs rA1ng !3 ' |
: .-’!, L - 5
I

1194, September 19, 7 p.m. ‘ & J b
DEPARTME R S i j f
[

The followinz observations made in the coUFsrT-of nmv
trans=Siberian-trip may be of interest to
g: Oh-both sides &1 thE

One., Milltary preparations:

—
- . 1 5 * -
Soviet=Menchurian front EXLrEME MEASUrES WETE- takEn. by ol
.

¥ |
both the Japenese and 5: t authorities to conceal fairl 1
Extensive military measuress 'Thile entering and departi -
j ; 4
from the frontier tation 3 yehinli Otpor f ylinda g
s =
. 1 i + ¥+ _l' ] ' - 1 T _..-
i s ¥l £ " e o

=
ot . Otpor +{ b = ;
: Eg {
10 i

.

3 LIC

i
MWD

4 [P3usp

L
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-i= L E1 5 P17 ) BEEON . v
i
117 1% eraflt, I ohaerpve i bk .
L ) YV EN Elther '‘Fast o1 ] 1 EE
ingl roop trai:n ving either direction during the

berian Railvay lines "In.general: the

A
I
7]
=i

Eastern and ‘eertral Siberian road hed showed evidence . of

eavy. wear with little maintenance vork in progress.’ ' ThEre 1

was a noticeable $r:zovement in the conditlon of the
e
roached th= farthes eat the: train oceEdeEd,  From Otpor, g
the edstern: frontier station, to Omsk, the line was double .
tracited in ‘part but not:. for the entirze length. * Some of -
1E b 1E .ty { 13 obviously of recent date., Fro :
%
Omsk ‘to-approximately 200 miles - west of Sverdlovaik, a -

total distance of some B00 miles, Iican categorically state
from-personal chservation .that the link iz single track i
th not the slightest -evidence of double tracking in

T

j¢ress or laid outs ‘Turthermore the three principal

i g
bridges across. the , —nEsel and Ob Rivers are single
span, -too light to carry double track and in respect of H
the- two" last bridges they vould have to be entirely re-
conatructed or duplicated in order to carry e second track.

-

I am of the opinion, based on my obaervations of the road=

‘'bed and the great width of these rivers that 1t vould re-

quire at least two years to double treck the sectlon of

800 ¥
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This telegra: must be FROM

clogely paraphrased Dr- Dated September 20, 1940

fore DEing ecoumunicated ;
to anyone (D) Rec'd 11:20 p.m. |

FEE—

! Secretary of State, J

- ]

; “agnington s-':'? N f

\ B /
ool | .’

y 1128, September 20, 7 Pslls

Depariment's 537, Septenber 13, 4 p.m.

ig S

tafeneu, tie Ruyanian Minister, called on me yesterday.

. - =
Er gisted he was convinéd there had been no Soviet-German

coopeTation in regard to the Rumanian question at any stage,

T-ile presumably tar Soviet Government may have been informed

.ﬂ‘ o

of the. reesults of the SalgburgConference in July and of

q¢Idound o0 ord

developmente. subseguent thereto such exchanges: had .been

-y
wrely 1a the form of information and did ot constitute 1
pricr coneultas ion with the Soviet Government, - In respect N
D
of *he *talian-German guaranty of Rumania, the Minister
u Il
irned the information contained in Embassey'e 1144, S
g .
Jeptember 10, 11 A.te,  to the effect that the Soviel
verment had been informed oy the German Ambassador ... it &
. 0 <
ither at the very last noment or even subsequent T;”
e
$ £ asnouncenent and that there was little doubt as 1o irﬁ
Boviet - influence of Italinn move. He added that the s
Italian Azbassador nere wae of the opinion that the £
ruaranty had been deliberately designed to OppoBe Soviet | ﬂ}
| @
; pretestions in the Balkans, - ‘he Minister likewiee stated




=3= 1198, September 20, 7 P.m, from Moscow

that it wase hie impression that at hie interview with
Dekanosov on August 29, which was made the subject of the
gommunigue in regard to the alleged border incidente

(sec the Embasey's 1088, Auguet 30) the Soviets had Deen
motivated by the desire to proclaim thelr interegt il
Ruranian question in anticipation of thr poegibility of

a esonfused situation or ewven confliet between Rumanin and

Hungary from which the Soviet Union might profit. . (I

will be noted that this confirme the view of :the ‘It=linn

Secretary reported Erbasey's 1160, September

Pa%ie ) Fafencu went on to say that Viehineki's pr
to German Ambarsador in regard to the exdlusion of
Sovie+ Union from the Danube Confrrence in Vienna hs
been scorimonious as the Soviet
exclusion had been delibernte and
Soviet policy. He added that
in Teply to the Soviet pr'otrr*-t,
hed mgreed t0 include the Soviet Union in
unisportant meeting of techrical eXxperie
pecgond and wore imporiant Danud

simaltanecuely to conrlder

the - Danube, . Gafencu inforue

Peoplee Cormilir

eotcerning the Soviet protest or
=




1157, Septembex
Rumaninn note had
lente he Ministe

for the incide i

1 ;he fn

BomeE importanoe
Preeg 1In regard to the second note

in the SBoviet
B4 ne wag inclined to believe thnt for the moment nt . lenpt
the Sovie! Union wae willing to 1let the queetion ‘of the

vorder incldente subeide,

STEINHARDT,




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

must bEe
1" “url-?rnaci
belng communi=-

e whe 4

to -anyone, (D)

~ R S T - SR
ry of Stat

s

Ylashington,

(e L]

L2002,  SEpCEmbEY ‘22, 6 Do Te

ritiah Ambasandor called one

ttENded and
entlre figl
relations, various with Sovict
his personal views concerning present Soviet poll
Stafford's remarks on the more important sub
uron may be summarlzed aa follows:
One, Conversation with Stalin, The sambasgsi
informed me that Stalin had been Extremely
and outspoken durlng his interview wlth him anc
the conversation had-been confined to a general evalus
of the present European situation with no propoasals beling
advanced by either sldeg, Stalin had made it qulite clear
that his present polley was designed to aveld the lnvolve=
rient of the Soviet Union in the war and in particular to
avoid a conflict with the German army. Stalin had adnitted
that Germany constituted the only real threat to the Soviet
Unlon




22, € ps M., from lloscow

that a German victory would place the Soviet

"toult if not dangerous position but he
was lmpossible at the present time to invite
a German invasion of the Soviet Union by

ny arteration of Soviet polley. Stalin had said that he

Lo

''EQ- L min

the risk of war with Germany without allles

"

of a British defeat, because he believed (a)

be viokorious over Great Britaln,
appreciably weakeded, and
war it would

e Y
wall







£+ it reoomoider its request

L0

subjcet ¢f the withhel.ing

STEINH..DOT




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

A8

This telegram must be FrROM

closrly parapnrased be- Moeocw

fore being communicated

to anyone, (D) Dated September 33, 1940

Reo'd 10:32 &,m., 33rd

Beoretary of 8tats,

Washington.

1303, September 33, 6 p,m. (SECTION THRrE),
The Ambassedor told me that Stalin had dwelt at length
on Soviet-Turkish relatione and had made clear hie
desire to obtain for the Boviet Union a voloe in the
Tegime of the Dardanelles., He said he had gaincd the
impresaion that ;hilc 8talin's preference would be for

joint Boviet-Turkish control of the Straits and possibly

one or more bases in the vicinity, he would be satisfied

¥ith a commitment on the part of the Turkish Government
to oonsult the Boviet Union before taking any action
under the Montreaux Oonvention, The Ambnseador gained
the impreesion that Btalin wae eeeking to enlist British
support to achieve his objeotive,

8ir 8tafford was extremely outepoken in hie oriticiem
of previoue British statesmanehip nnd diplomacy ns well

aslth: internal regime in England, He said that EVEDN

now, anlthough oertain important and needed changes had
been




= =~

AS-2- 10,1303, 8ept,23, 6 p.m.(SECTION THREE),fr. Mosocow,

been made eince the formation of the Churchill Oabinet,

the retention of ﬂhamﬁerlnin and other die harde eon-

tinued to opernte ae a break on the fullest development
of Britain's war effort.

In conclusion the Ambassador admitted to me quite
frankly that he wae extremely blooming and disappointed
ae a result of his efforte in Moscow and frlt that he had
acconplished virtually nothiﬁg eince hie arrival., He
gald that he had reached the very definite conclusion
following hie convereation with Btalin and his contaot
with other Soviet officials thai any alteration of ESoviet
Policy towards Germany would only occur when the military
power of Germany had been sufficiently impaired %o obviate
the pueeibility of a German invasion of Russia and that
cons=cuently any hope of even indirrct 8oviet agsistance
in the immediate future would depend on the ability of
Great Britain to withetand the German atta:k'&nﬂ by 80

doing to . seriously impair German military power.

(END UESSAGE).

P
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1] i &L I 1 E <O VL [L10T .

PRAVDA editeoricl of. tl view -thot thE

L L L 4 L
! ‘3 ' I b nti-Cominter
T ties i1 CSC0OWs It y 0 o T
t ! chicn’ the b one of -t} chiefl
toZES th'e Sovie hi '] 3 ff P through the

=t E-coopeErstion direct inat .
§ =1 i ¢ A Tt i § ERE PO PR lerndifie t § 5 1.
3

vhil he il ' £ t ted] to the
.

Existince el nol=cggression paets bebtween Ehe UaS.3.Hé ond
na Itoly no mention ds mode-'of: the effeet - of the

emoli=Italicn=Juponese militiry allianece cn Soviet-Japanese

#) Apparent omission
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FrROM

HSM qels
i ™ b i . .
e ] . &
fl
" 5
g . ol L2 e 5 P EX
!
:
Secrebary of t £
4
Washingtcone
1251, September 39, 1 De Me (SECTION TWO)
1
In this connection Seepetary . of thE Japanese
a - i " ) P = ] % i -
Eqbassy, vhile professing ©to DE-Unawant of BhE exact
]
nature of the lnatruetions which the new JEDPANESE f

Ambasaador will bring hi= fronm Tokvo, wagd qulte Tran’c
=] o =8 1

in stating that the geperal position im vigw of Janantse

sreech on October %1, 1939 (Embassy's 847, Novamer 1
10 pe me) the Soviet rovernment has given certaln Indl=

cation of a disnosition to reach some political agreezent
Petween Germany and Japans The fallure of thls EvEnDe TO b
materialize ap-ears to have been primarily due to heal= )
tancy on the part of Tolkyo. Tne general tong of the 1
editorial under reference would sce: to indloate that the

Soviet attitude in this respect has undergone no change

and
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

HSM lloacow

This telegram must DE : A i it

elosely paraphrased FRoM Datcd October 2, 1940
before bEing communi= i
cated to anyones (D) Rec’d 4:25 a, ;
i
I'I
i
n o
e o 1
Secrctary of State, o
84
Washington =
L ] & L . l—. I:_
g |
1267, October 2, 6 pe me (SECTION T*O) =
. W
"he Attache statcd that while hz was in Sweden the E‘ i

German Mllitarr Aattsehe there had tolid him with convic-

ok bl

"

-

tipn that the Soviet=Cerman Pact had served 1ts purpose

A the Soviets agaln attack Filnland, CeErmany
would withoubt question go to. the latter's nsalatanceEs

. He added that P»om the same sourcE he had been informed

hat at a meeting with most of the German Military Attaches

LEBG/ 6c81

ey had stat:-d that the invasion of England right have ,_
to bE postponed until next year, While I am unable to .
canfirm the foregoing 1t 1s l1ntereating as indlcating
speeulation which has been aroused in diplonatie
aiveles in Moscow by the recent German diplomatic moves
as to Germany's intentions in regard to the Soviet Union

particularly the conclusion of the military alllance

——

wibt¥ Janane While the extent of the German forces border=

-

nwe Soviet Unilon may be exaggerated 1t is of

ITid TYLINIAIINOGD <S° O3S

ereat in connection with the informatlon contalned in

1247, Septenber 28, 4 peilts, from a German A0UDPCE,

STEINHARDT
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This telegram must be Rt
closely paraphrased be- Moscow = ALl
fore bLeing compunicated : :
to anyone, {D§ Dat=d October 23, 1940
_Rec'd 9:05 a,m., 24th
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Becretary of Btuate,

-
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1“xh;_h+_#,ff/1t

y

Washinstion,

1323, October 23. 4 p.m, LG X
BTRICTLY CONFIDCUTIAL FOR THE PRISIDENT,
THE SIORETANY AJT TEc UNDER SECRE TARY.
My 1390, Oc.ober 23, 5 p.m. g
The British Ambassador told me last night V
that having been wnacle to obtain an appointment
with Molotov he ..ad seen Vishinski yesierday aftvr-
noon wiuo had ofiered no explanation of the failure
of Molictov to reccive the Ambassador. The Ambassador
gaid that he ha. prefaced the submission of the pro-
posals contained in his instructione Ly informings
Vishinski that Great Britain was now confldent f ulii-
mate victory particularly as the moet powerful in-
dustrial country in the world the United Statee was
coming more and more to the aid of Great Britain.

Vishinski brought out comment on this statement by in-

- quiring of the Ambassador what the diplomatic corps in

Mosocow

~
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o
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AS-2-" No,1393, Oct. 23, 4 p.m., from Moscow,

Mcscow was. saying with reference to recent diplomatic
“manzuv:ré" to whi&h Cripps rrplied thaﬁ.it was the pnnu'
sensus of opinion in diplomatic circles that a Soviet-
Japanree paut would be signed shortly after the arrival of
the newy Jaaree: Aﬁbassaﬂur to which Vighinski replied
"reports bf such a pact are perhaps greatly exaggerated',
Cripps told me that from Vishinski's reply he had deduced
that some form cf ED‘J‘iE‘ﬁ-—JjE&P&nESE pact wouid bz esigned but
that 1% migit well be more limiterd in scop- than had pre—
viously hzeﬁ expected. Cripps tlen outlined to Vishinski
the proposals which he had been authorlzed by his Govern-
ment to make as frlluwa: | :

That the British Government would bing iteelf in
writing (1) to conclude no peace without ccnsulting ths
Soviet Union; (2; to conclude no anti-Soviet agreemen% with
any third nation, (3) to give definite assuvances thut no
attack would be rmade by Great Britain agnihat Baku o7 3Baum;
and (4) to canclud:la:uummrrcial agreement with the Soviet
Union for the drlivery by Great Britain of rubber, tin and
other commodities required by the Soviet Union.

In reply to my inquiry Cripps stated that the British
Government would not require guarantees from the Boviet
Union that the cnmﬁuditi:a rifcrf:d to.in number (4) above

or




I

A8-3- No,1383, Oct., 23, 4 p,m., from Mgsoow,

or their equivalents would not be reexported to Germany
ginoe in conformity with the recent declarations of avoid-
ing any appearance of suspicion in ite relations with the
Soviet Union hie Government has informed him that the
acceptance of the proposals of the British Government as a
whole would rliminate the probability of reexport.

In return for the foregoing proposals the BEritish

Government would require (1) that the Soviet Union obeerve

genuine neutrality in the present war between Germany and
Grrat Britain; (2) that in the event of the involvement of
Turkey or Irean or both in war with the,Axie powers the Soviet
Union would adopt a policy of benevolent neutrality towards
these countries; (3) that there should be no cespation of

aid to and support of Ohina; and (4) that subsequent %o the
conclusion of the commercial mgreement referred to above

and at a propitious time in the future a non-aggreseion pact
should be concluded between Great Britain and the Sovied
Union.

The Ambassador informed me that after he had set forth
the foregoing proposals to Vishinski the latter had asked
him whether these proposals and terms had been communicated
by the British Government to the Government of the United

Btates




AS~4- Xo,1393, Oct, 23, 4 p.m., from Mosoow,

B8tatee to which Oripps had replied in the affirmative.
With further reference to Soviet-Japanese relations
Cripps took occasion to tell Vishinski that a Soviet-Jape-
nese vact which contained the implication of cessation of
SBoviet aid to Ohina would probably result in the collapee
of Ohina'e resistance in which rvent the Japancse armies

on the ocontinent of Asia would be "free for other purposes",

The Ambassador told me that he had given Vishinski

renewed assurances that there would be no publicity emana-
ting from Great Eritain concerning the proposals which he
had just submitted on behalf of his Government or any
negotiatione resulting therefroms In conclusion the Ambas-
sador said that Vishineki on the whole, except for his
question aes to whether the Government of the United States
had been informed of the British proposals, had been
entirely non—-comuittal and had merely promised to submit

the propogales to his Government.

STEINHARDT




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

RDS

. portion of this tele=-
gram must be closely
parepirased before bfinEm“
communicated to = yone.,
(Br.)

3ecretary of State, e \ i
N
¥l

sashington. / ‘.'-"'H

LI

1608, November 25, 2 p.m.

press this morning publish

a bill
1L ETENCY
political questlons
foreign policy and cites at length the
number of deputies concernlng the existence of
relations between Bulgarla and the i
tude cjr to the Soviet Union i
of tne southern Dobrudja, and the
maintenence. and development

thiz conncetlon




i

] 9w S w
e Dalla, LTOm

relatdions with thoze countrles are frienc

asfiould not be dlstorted so.as to create the Impresslon

sre particlpating in the new order". The rcport

yf several deputies in regard to. the

FEMHILE Ol

f 8 just solution of Bulgarian claims in iace-

which are & dlsturbing element In Bulgarien rela-
tions with Yugoslavic as well as to the Bulgerlan claim to
sn outlet on the Aegean Sta,  In regard to the lattsr quess-

tion onf deputy 1s sald to have msserted "that Turkey 1s

cerrying out o concentrction of its forces on our frontler

ind is threctening military resisteonce if Bulgerls demends

renlizration of its elnims to on outlet on the Aegenn’ SEgQ.
(END GRAY)

CONVIDENTIAL. The-publlention ot this time in ‘the
Soviet press of o detalled report of the seaslions of the
Bulgr rlan Porlicment and in perticular the implied rpproval
of Bulgnrlion claime to M-ocedonlr nnd necess to the AegeEan

ig 1n conformity with the previous indicotion (s£E
No., 1149, September 11, 11 r.m.),of Soviet support of
Bulg=rir rnd mny especiclly in view of the report that

the Bulgorirn Prime Minister will shortly visit Berlin be
regorded 3 emphrnsizing Soviet interest in Bulgrrin. Whille
it is cert-ddn thot the formel inulugion of Bulgrric in the'

Axiz orbit would not be regerded by the Soviet Government

with
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L AR thEe =8E necoti

DEEN occasioned by the unwilllingness of

iovernment to pay the price demanded by

(T I1

he Soviet attitude appears to be a confident

Japanese difficulties inerrase the Japancese

eventually declde to pay the price and

sequence the Soviet Governuent has Every

a walting attitude,

Soviet=-GeErman negotiations appears

Yuopguop /-

=
L

by considerably more than Schnurre's

1
L
-

conversation with me three days

ago to "endlesas detall and

o[ty (e

Jusaien exactions in respect

of unimportant matters",
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€ Soviet been lnalstent. in seekling Line .l
1 rnt of the problems affecting Germar nterend .
which nawv risen out. of the sgizure o f 1t4 .é
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' ASEd DE=-
~nrunicated FROM Dated January 8, 19£1

Recld 6:20 pa.ni.

1 11Ee 1s. subjeet will probably be amicably
I
GaE ;1 & . the present delay, I:am also
11 “thE receEnt demarches by the
{ ni ted States ar reat Britair
Y wfi 1 'f- r consTLITULE an
Bk fset I . T'E t ESPEct to GEr-
ri 3 etk lc States, the Soviets Enter=
111 [ E 1 fonsg } ! nited States
reat tal r both could beE used tc Eir ad-
i e i 1 the Ger dE ida, hi viE
t I ol § E 1r " 1 F ¥ 't O -
LLE i i ritain b 3 1 k]
& . t 4y
1 11or Ermar
¥ 1 1 5] $
i | 1
- | E (4 1
L i

e

s e e




2= . #14, January 6, 4 p.ms. (SECTION T™i0) from Moscow.

- the United States and Great Britain without gliving any=-
thing in return other than the encouragerent of wishful

T s ek
THRINEKINS.

- . . ! 2 b : S, TR R
he halt in the Sovigt=Rumanian negotiatlon:

to have been:occasioned by an unwillingness oI T
Soviet Covernment to conclude these negotistions until
its agreement with Gernany has become effectl ii

l_'ff“ sontrol of the, mouths of Hhe Danul
oty TS et leen A Toe |

L2 ,.f/ ; g.""r”/ to thE b be exclusively under joint Soviet-Rumdnlan
] e

(END OF MESSAGE)

< ] AR
iepetition reguested OV E r rouna
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& cJonuary 10, 9 DM : \\UJ}J" . !

STRICTLEY COSFIDENTTAL,.  In the courst . of a econverscatlon ™~
C

the uapklish -anba - last ntzht heotold g that. someE =

time after Sohnlow!s visit to Sofle te heg nalled on Yolotovr™~

and Ipoul»ed Im 88 -to . the ropsE of Sobolov's vislt, i
)
g sald thet Kclotov had -<ade the followinz statement: (d

[ sent Sobrlev to 'Sofla because the Soviet Government had
heard that Sulgeris consldered 1tself menaced by Turker snd |
had usi-ed Germany and Italy for a gusrantec agelnst Turklsh

agsression. - My lustrmictions Lo Sobolov - wer: to-affer the

Bulgar'an covernunent a mutusl essistance pezt. -3obplov

:Ju:)f:

reported to mg thet the Bulgarlan Government dld not conslder

itsell menaced by Turkey and dl not desire a mutual assiat- .-

ance 'pect wlth the Soviet Unton."
. 1 -

m
The Ambaasador continued thst. after Molotov had "qd: E%

the foregolng stateqent he had rsmlndsd him that under thc

<7 [enu

Turkish Soviet treat'y of 1929 the Soviet Unlon could ﬂDb:

properly



e

E

: g S % ‘

== Gl 49 Jeamaary 10, ¢ p.m. from Foscow v

i

properly enter 1nto a mutusl assistenct pact »1ith s ecountpy; ,

: A

contiguous to. Turley without the latter's consint. T'o thls i

¢

¥olotov replied that Scobolov's mlsslon had heen merely & ¢

i_:

"aondage" and that nothing had come of 1t.  Molotov then H
J, .

gnld that it had come to h's attentlon thst converaatlons

f
were belng csrried on between Turkey and Pulgarla and asked ﬂ
the Ambassador whether he was prepered to adviae hlm sg to” _ﬂ
the neture of ‘these diacussalons, The Ambssdaior replied that %;
he had been tnstructed by hla Government to $ell Molotovw :
that the TMurklsh Goveérnment hed sdvlsed the Fulgdrtan Governs 4

ment throvgh tte ¥intster in Scfts that Turkey had deegved 1t -
In tts tntercst to nssoclaste 1tself "with the countrics/that
¢ortrol tre ccesna” whereas Bulgarla aprarently deened 1t

in 1ts Intercst to associate 1tself wilith the country "that
constituted the greatest mensce to 1t" but that as beth
countrles were opposed to the entry of sny nev pow:il Tﬂ;;
the Bellana there was no resson why they ste 1d et 2onperat
ln an endeavor to malntaln the status quo in the areas whilek
roncerned them both. The Ambassador thern informed Molotovw
that whlle ne results had been schieved up to the preaent
time the conversations between the Turklsh snd Bulgsrian
Governments had continued along the above 1linegs and that the

Turklsh Minister in Sofla hed returncd to Ankere for

censultatiorn -




-3= G 47, Januery 10, 9 p.m. from Noscow

conmilt tir-ﬁ_
(END SECTION ONE). ﬁ
1
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This telegram must be—
cloeely paraphrased be- Mosdow

fore being © icated
to myonrf- ?aaf FROM  pated January 10, 1841
Reo'd 3 a.m., 1lth

SBecretary of State,

Washington.

49, January 10, 9 P.m. (BECTION ™O0).
In so far as conoerns the pregent general situa~

tion in the Near East the Ambassador expressed the

opinion to me that Turkey would not enter Thrace 10
protect Greece ~gainst German penetration but on the

other hand would vigorously defend its own frontirrs

el

ageinst a Cerman attack without running the riek of
weakening ite own prepared defense lines and lend all
poseible assistance other than tToops to Oreece,  HEe

algo expreseed the opinion that in the event of a German
penctration of Thrace the Boviet Union would not attack
Turkey as long as there was a possibility that Britain
might win the war but that at the first sign that Britain
wae losing the war the Soviets would "fall on" Turkey.

The Ambascador oonoluded hls observationes with the state-
ment that the firm and determined poeition which his Govern-

ment had taken and maintained vie a vie the Soviet Union

had resulted in a decided improvement in thedir relations.
(END MESSAGE)

STEINHARDT
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This telegram must be
closrly paraphrased De—= FROM

fore bring oomrunicated Dated February 19,
to anyone. . \8u; '

HEﬂ'd T:ET Palls

Secretary of State,

Waehington. ® \

311, February 19, T Pela fﬁ?

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL.

I 1nqﬁir€d of Vyshinski last evening as to his
virws concerning the situation in the Far East., He wounld
not discuss the Soviet-Japanese negotiations but expressed
the opinion that the Japanese mediation in the Thailand-
French Indochina conflict was a girn of weakness. He
J1s0 expreesed the opinion that Japanese economic and
financial conditions aTe steadily deteriorating! and said

that he does not expect the outbreak of further nhostilitice

in the -Pacific in the near future,

STEINHARDT

oLl (BUUOPGHY) qaTLd




TELEGRAM RECEIVED
mug thg. ——lioscoW

bed Deted Februsry -26,

FROM
1: 30 pem,

Recla 1:

tele mpom

State

QECretary of
Jnshington

679, Februrry 26, 10 p.m.
Is afternoon thet reports have

llegedly from Figh German

#
il

okt iIf the

idiprn In dorceh onnpd

e desired results in weakening

38 cfmprign oepinst the
Soyiet Union would be. initiated by Germnny ss a prelude
to-r litery of fenslve agcinst the Soviet Union.
The Germen milltory nutharitles &l iuded to .*-prlr:r-r
tnd the Soviet
=

Lak
ad

9898/

to believe thot war between Germony
Union would be so pcopular in cll cepitnlist countrie T'

including Great Britnin thot e sctisfactory pecnce _'_
w
between Germ ny ond Great Brit-in could be brought nbeut.

i
I am of course unable to gouge the value to be
tion but feel it to be worth

nttoched to this inform

reporting to the Depnrtment,

STEINHARDT

-
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED |

DE3
This teE lEL,!‘n""L muat be FROM
closely peraphreased be-

fore belng communleated
to snyone. (SC) Dated March 7, 1941

‘Rec'd B:50. p.m.

Washlngton, : M
,;} 78

449, March 7, 5 pem. (SECTION ONE) .

¥

QrL

£,
aatnd

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL.

*hi Brltlsh Ambessador who has just returned from his

« NE rins

meeting with Eden at Ankars told me laat night:

w4
2
()
u
e

Twnt Fden had recelved sntlsfactory nasurnances

OnE, I'nat
from the Turklsh Government that Purkey would fight 1 the

s ermans endcavored So cross its frontler. He added, how-

A expreassed the opinlon that the Turkish

P4 10

"misgrable condition" and was dlsg

6168/

rineiple blame on the supplles recelved from
anld are 1n large part worthless,
Apitish irtend insofar as possible to assist
German attack and while they de not ex-
Hold Salonlka, they belleve they can

of Greece. If possible they

British forces in

ave recently aucceeded in sowing
a0 o r\-ql?lg'r\ 't-




pfgl 440, Merch 7, 5 p.m, (SECTICN ONE) from Fosoow
a com lderable number of magnetio mings in the Sucz

Cansl and putting 1t out of usc, As therec is no cquipment
available for immunizing these mines it 1s not known how
long the Canal will be closed, He sald the principnl em-
barragsment resulting from the closing of the Canal at the
present time 1s the lnability to move suppllies intended for
the probable campalgn 1n Greece,

Four., The Germans have sucregied in making the passage
between Sieclily and Bilzerte extremely dangerous for both

-

merchant ships under conveoy and navel vessels,

Fiveie -Viith respect to rumors concerning the possibllity

of a German attack on-the Soviet Unlon, Cripps stated' that
there are many lndividuals In hlgh offlicg, both:mllltary
nnd-clvil In Germany; who faver such an attack but that =as
Hitler 1s obseasded with the ldea of not waglng a war on
two fronts, unleas this obseaslon were overcome he would
not make such an attdck, ‘He thought, however, that Hitler
mlight eventually be arpgued 1lnto:1lt on the grounds that
there 13 no weatern front and: that 1T he made the attdek
while England wna 3ti1ll in n relatively wenk position he

could reduce. the Soviet Unlon before England beenme strong

Ir ¥ =

enough to conatitute "snother front" or the Soviet
beeameé strong enoogh to offer dangerous realstance, He

also expressed the oplnlon that an attack by Germany an




pems (SECTICN ONE) frorm Moacow

tnion would Be "viewed with favor in England

and rupticularly in the United states" and that 1ln con-

agquence o basls for peace =ight be found af.er such an

attank should Hitler offer to rellinquish the entlire weat
arovided he were left undisturbed in the east. When T
sked Cripps 1If he thought any such proposal would appenl
to an ilndlvidual of Churchill's temrciament, he replied
£ nre=tLie and that he was by no MEANS

thnt a bagls for peace could not be found WETE

to ottack the Soviet Unilon,

STEINHARDT
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This telegram must De -

¢losely pargqphrased De= Pated Maroh 7, 1943
fore DEing gommunigated

to -aayong, (80) FROM Reol'd 7:45 pPem.

Secretary of 8tate,

Washington,

449, March 7; 5 p.m. (SECTION TWO)

Six, Oripps expressed continued concern at ghipmrnte
from the Western Hemiephere, not only direct to Vladivostok,
vut also to Japan, saying that there is a oumulative
evidence that many of the shipments to.Japan are finding
their way imto Germany over the trans-Siberian railroad.

Scven, The conversation having turned to the gabject
of British shipping loeses, I asked Cripps to what
extent the British published figures pould be accepted in
the face of German claims, He said that he had no reason
to believe that the published figures of actual total
losses are not reasonably accurate, but that there hed been

a tremendous amount of damage, and that there are at all

times many shipe waiting for repairs or in need of them.

He also emphasized the great loss in potential tonnage by
having to go around the Cape,
Eight., Dill told the Ambassador that there is no

evidenee of any diminution of the intensity with wnich
the




- 44_3? Larab ?i 5 Py s (SE.G T'10) from loscow

the Gernang ere gr:pazing for an invasion of Epgleing, ‘2nd ¢
s enpeots the. attempt to mad:= ﬁ: i gerioely
~oacerned adout German ninety-tom tanks, of which he
n’erstands they intend to employ about fourteen L'l Iecs
These are to be carried on separate boats B0 caﬂctrivfrr
=% the tanks can be.run ashore at once,
fine, He stated that with respect to airplanrcg; t.re
Eritish position is considerably improved. They are
G fairly well satisfied insofar as pursult planes are
conceraedy but are e8till suffering from a shortage of zomb—
ers and long distance planes of every type. Dill
exbects any German arrial attack preceding an invasion
to start with six thousand planes, to be followed o

a4

pnotner eix thousand =e=.the planes to be . Fotated il the

ho e of being able to wear down the British air force
within a few days. He told Oripps that the ability of the
Germans to carry out this plan would depend on the ratio
of losses.

Ten. I judged from Cripps' remarks that both Eden -nd
Dill are srriously concerned about the next six monthe,

cad that they regard the British position as critical.

NS et
STEINHARDT

B3
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I ; f ronverazstio ith the German
£ j
A a t ni b, LE said i e hadt Heard the
» i
1 rumo 1 pscow that Germany contemplated an
A ta 0 E S t inio nd % E ecould cateEgoricalls
atateé that 'thers waz Yabsolutely nothing to them,? A
E

he Rumanian Minister later t8ld nie that safter a -

talk with the Britlish Ambassador yeaterday, he had
E.to the conolualion that the rumors of an. impending

it attack on the Soviet Union were of British crigin

es68/

that thev peaulted from "a stubborn continuation of

taE noli of yishful thinking vhic as miaguided the
estinies o i tain for the past five rears™, :

Q
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the Soviet Union and Germany. Of perhaps grrater sicni-

-
i
]

| TELEGRAM RECEIVED
J7T — - NOBCOW

This telegram must be

closely paraphrased-be- . Dated March 17, 1241

fore being communicated
to anyone, (80) Rec'd 1:45 pPems

Secretary of State,
Washington,

521, March 17, 5 Pem.
STRIOTLY CONFIDENTIAL.

During the past two weeke occasional reports have
reached the Embassy of specchee made by Party officials

at faotory meetinges in Hoscow in which the speakers

LLB/ 29" I19L

have alluded to the possibility of a conflict between

= Lot

ficanee is an alleged statement by "a Party official" at
a meeting a few days ago implying that Germany is attempt-
ing to-get control of the Dardanelles and that this would

not be permitted., He is said to have declared that

‘Germany is maintaining an army of one million men on the

Soviet Union's western frontier and to have warned hils
audience that the Soviet Union must be ready for any
agETE8S10N,.

All competent obgervers in Moecow remain convinerd

Reciolatsiolg

that the Soviet Union . will not consider attacking e

strong Germany and to the extent to which statemente of

the




R el

ey

—&= 521, March 17, 5 p.m., frop Moscow

the pbove character may be intended to prepare the
oopulation for eventualities they may be taken to

indicate fear of a German attack, I do not believe,
however, that they constitute in themselves any indication

that such attack is believed to be imminent.

STEINHARDT
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Thig telegram must be MOoscOow
closely paraphrased be—
ore being communiocated From Dated Maroh 24, 1941

> manyore, (B0) '
Rec'd 6:30 a.m., 25th

-

Secretary of State,

Washington,

583, March 24, 5 p.r.

e T Hm——

oL

STRICTLY COMFIDENTTAL. j e

f

L

4
counection with the rumors of an impending

- -

o

Basa An o wdflh ol l

rman attack on the Sorviet Union (Department's 240

L

iy 11 ae.m.) the Swedish Minister has given me
: /
the following inforuation on the purported German plan

AT

i ]

as reported to Stockholm by his colleague in Berlin,

This report stated that having virtually abandoned the

oL H!

()

plan to invade England, the Germans have decided to
cocaniront the Soviet Union — probably in May — with the

alternative of taking of such parts of Finland aad of

86 26 /9

Iran as it desires, joining the tripartite pact and
oing inte a full alliance with the axis powers or of
beig subjected to a "blitzkrieg" by Germany., The
reagon for thie decision is said by this source to be
the German conviction that the United Btates will soen
a long struggic will ensue, that

Soviet




o —

—-= 583, Mareh 24, 5 pymy, #rom loscow

Soviet deliveries to Germany are uncertain; that the
Soviet Union ie beeoming giinngzx from month to month
and that under thege girgumetances it may become
necessary, or at any rate expedient, for Germany to

seize the main productive areas of the Soviet Union,

"'Ia the event of the refusal by the Soviet Covernment of

the German terms, the German plan is.said to envisage
the continuance of asrial and submarine attacks against
England while a "blitzkrieg" is conductcd against the

Soviet Union. Three groupe are to be employed

s

according to this source; the first to operate from 3
¥oenegsberg under Von Runetedt; the second, from Warsaw-
under Von Boch; and the third, from Krakow under Liszt,
All of the details of this campdign are eaid to have been
nlready perfected and German troope in large numbeTs &TE
said to have been moving at night towards the Soviet-
German frontier, The same source statee that these

troop movements have been confirmed during the past

week or ten daye by Swedish engineers whose headquarters

are in Warsaw,

STEINHARDT
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TEis. telegram -must -be Moscow
slosely paraphrased |

fore. bein;: communlcat

to snvone,. (SC)

Secretary of, State, - !
. R N

Wazhington,

STRICTLY CONI'IDENTIAL,
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This telegram must bEe
¢losely paraphrased beE=
fore teing communicated
to anyone,. (SC)
Seeretary of State,
¥Washington,
704, April T, 9 DM
STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL,.
‘\? It has been reported. t
| J

hand that gulet

information;

. in Moscow and that etisinceri
E .0 mobllized quictly i i
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Dated April 7, 1941
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

. CORRECTED COPY
JT MOSCOW

This telegram musf be FROM
cloeely parapnrased be— Dated April 7, 1941

fore being co icated
to anyone, Gi Reo'd 9:55 pem.

Secretary of State,

Washington.

T120° 0% L

703, April 7, 8 p.m.
S8TRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL.
U0 ri"k‘:’.l "‘1" “F
My 6984 April 6, 9 D.m
The Yuposlav Minister told me this afternoon that
he saw Molotov ‘again last night and that insofar as

concerne the delivery of material by the Soviet Union

m
b
L_:‘
~J
r
u
=

he had asked particularly for anti-tank guns and air-—
woraft, He emphasized the fact that there would be
considerable delay in such deliveries as the Soviet
Union might agree to make and that there are serious

tronsport problems, He said that Stalin was not

present at this dinterview,
nlgo that he had ngain brought up the

me

s-hijeet of a poesible attack by Sermany on the Soviet

o

YA lEruapition

and that Molotov had obeerved "we are ready”

STEINXHARDT
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

t telepran must be— ' HOSCOW
closely paraphrased be-
fore Deing communiceted Dated April 11, 1941
to anyone, (br) FroMm \
Rec'd 9345 p,.m,

| y
- “)brﬁrr";&r:; of State, [

Washington.

744, April 11, 9 p.m. (SECTION ONE)
STRICTLY CONFIDENTI.L FOR THE PRESIDENT AND THE

0ovd

T
.k

SECRETARY AlID UNDER SECRETARY,

3

Ly 738, April-11, 5 p.m.

In the course of my conversation with Matsucoka thnis

et TG

afternoon I casually (*) to the receipt by him of a

F il
=

0066 / geatr Hvia

"megsase from the British Government® having reference
of course to the message sent by Church '-flf? Yatsuoka
tnrolgh Oripps reported in Tokyo's 534, April 10, 10 p.u.
satsuoka obviously knew nothing of this message and
agsuning that I had reference to British comment regard—
irn; an alleged offer on his part to mediate in the Euro-

NEZN WAr gave ne the *"olluwinr_ explanation of that
incident: ;
@
He said that some time ago in the course of a collver=
i

intion between the Japanese \sbassador in Londbn and
Edrn the latter had questioned the motives of latsuoka
in acting as wediator between Thalland and French Indochim

Matsuoka




—-3= 744, April 11, 9 p.m, (SEC ONE) frOm Moscow

ilatsuoka regarded this as reprehensible wheTe a

ghip for Eden he had decided to ignore the queationing
of Japan's motives and merely (*) t0 send him a nemo—

randum expleining his reasons for acting as mediator,

STEINHARDT
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(*) Apparent omiseions

"friendly power" was concerned put in view of his frisnd-
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TELEGRAM RECEINMER
his telecran muat Ve
closrly paraphrased LeE= Dated April 11, 1541
fore beilig communlicated
to anyone. : (br) FrOM Rec'd 9:55 p.m,

Sccretary of 8tate,

Washington.

744, April 11, 9 p.m, (SECTION TO)

At the end of the memorandum he had appended az a
separate paragraph nls "ideas on world peace® including a
general statement that Japan was prepared to mediate at
any time anywhere in the world. Hls one reason for
including this thought, he sald, was the attack on his
motives in m:-:diating in the Thailand dispute, On the

rreeipt of the memorandum in London Eden was absent and

the Japanese Ambassador had given a synopsis of tne
I

memorandum to Butler, A copy of the memorandum was given
to Oraigie in Tokyo who was told that the paragraph dealin
with peace had nothing to do with the war in Europe and
it had not been inepired by Germany, Matsuoka said that
Craigie had told him that he understood this thoroushly
as it had been aware of Matsuoka's views on world peace
for over two Years,

Matsuoka sald that in view of the foregoing he was
siaazed orEmorning to eee published in the Japanese news—
pepers only that part of the memorandum which dealt with

his views on world peace,

STEINHARDT
0SB
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JT
This tn].Eg:rnTMG:BAI“ RECEWED
closely parapnrased be=
fore being com.nicate Dated April 11, 1941
To anyone, %L,
FrOM Rec'd 11:00 p.m.

Secrctary of State,

Taspington.

744, April 11, 9 p.m, (SECTION THREE)

He sald that he had beer n furious" and on invecsti-
gation hed learned that tnis particular paragraph nad
been taken out of the teXxt by & subordinate official of
the Jepanese Foreigzn Of fice attacihed to the Qabinct and
siven by nim 1O tlie press witnout the knowledge ol tne
Foreign Office, He gaid the German GOVErnment af course

-ad been embarrassed by the publicity and that the
[

British Government had thereupon done somethning which

ne characterized as "beneath Britishers" by selzing upon
the publication of thie paragrapﬁ ;n the Japanese Press
to create the impression throuchout the world tuat
Geraany was seeking peace,

He expressed the view that the alarmist reports
emanating from London and echoes in Australia at the tinme
were designated to induce the President and Mr, Hull to
Wtake action against Japan", He added that Japan had not
at any time nor has 1tlnaw the slightest hostile intern—
tions against Singapore or the Dutch East Indles.

Repeated to Tokyo, (END OF UESSAGE)

[
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Jdoscow
FrROM

Dated April 12, 1941

ReEctd Q324 8.n., 13th,

SeEcrete
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!

political ochaerver: 195% foresaw

somevhat hesitant
the rEIULE

public

conaequence. of thHE
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friendship and non-aggresslon concd

Government in the face of unmistal

8 ol LoCL
German GoveErnment

Yugoslavia, and in fact,




. TELEGRAM RECEIVED .’

This tele ram must bg———hoscow
closely peraphresed be- e
fore being communicated F Dated April 12, 1941

to anyone. (8C)
Rec'd 9:25 a.,m,, 13th

Sgeretary of Statg

Vo 32 P
1~1d§i 1

2, B p.m,

m wii®

I“TLY CQ;EIDIET;AL FOR . THE PRESIDENT, THE ™=

'D UNDER SSCHRSTARY,

The Eritish Ambssssdor told me this afterncon
thet he has been endesvoring for several days through
the Japenrse Embassy tqg obtein an appointment to sce
Hatsuoka for the purpose of delivegring Chur¢hill's

20, oAt an A FI 40

messase to'him iiEE,EE—ZEiL April 11, @ p.m.) but

that although he had spoken personally with Embassy

R NVRIOUNT 1o

81 1Y

with rank of Minister, he hses not been able to ob-
tain an appolintment. Wh:n I explained that the pur-
pose of my dnvitation him to attend the theater

v ?'10 / ; > i - ﬁ'—'
(see my 754, April 12, 5 p.m,) was to bring sbout a

dd¥

meeting between Matsuoka and himself he said that hci

L)

B

would take Churchill's messsege with him and hend it

b

to hatsuokae during one of the Intermissliona,.: He
rerarked in this connection thet he had declded that

should the Jaevanese Smbassy continue its refusal to

L

oTLd TRIHUIPFUOD

e

arranze an appointment for him with Matsuoka he would

not




- 2 = #757, April 12, 8 p.ms from Moscow

not attempt to deliver Churchill's mecsdage in any other
mannéf and cormented thet the present arraengement of
course overcame the difficvlty. He gave no evidence
that he realized tﬁﬁt his refusal to enter into
relations with the Japanese Ambassador since his arrival
in Moscow had been the csuse of his fallure to ob-

tain an interview with Mstsuokse,

The Ambassador informed me thet he received &

telegram from Eden this morning stating that King

George of Greece had informed him thet Frince Paul

of Yugoslavia recently stated to the Ading that
"Hitler had told him that he must eventuslly attack the
Soviet Union "to insure Germany's sourtées of supply”
but that he would choose his own time.

The Ambassador also told me that in'the course
of a conversstion between Sden and Saracoglu, “den
advised the Turklsh Forelgn Minister that Eritain
was not in & position at present to furnish adequste
war msteriasl to both Greece and Turkey snd felt that
its first oblizatlon was to Greeces. In conseguUEncE
and recognlzing the inaedequecy of Turkish armaments
Britain would not expect Turkey to core to the assis-
tance of Greece but merely to maintain a defensive
position for the time being., Thus the fellure eof

Turkey




.

#757, April 12, 8 P.W. from Woscow

Turkey to take of fensive cction at the time of the
German attack on Greece wes gxplalned - having British
consent. He added that the present Eritlish line of
defense from Lake Okhrida to the Aegean south of
Salonika had been agreed upon {n the light of the
foregoing.

Cripps further steted thet he sent & note to
Vyshinskl yesterday which constituted a review of

Soviet errors of policy durling the pest elghteen

months and concluded with the admonition that a
joint Soviet Turkish demand upon Germany that it
vacate the Balkens might be the last opportunity
for the Soviet Government (and Turkey) to aveld an
attack by Germany. In this connection he sald he
had learncd from whet he described as "a relieble
gource” that Germany hes evacuated the civilian .

population from Konlg sberg and mov ed elght divisions

to the Moldavian frontier obviously intended as &

threat to Odessa.

STEINHARDT
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This telegram must be EOSCOW

closely paraphrased be—
fore being coumunicated From Dated April 16, 1941

to anyone, (8C
' Rea'd 3:05 &.m., 17th
L]

DIVISION OF

..'ff", AN MFFAIRS N
Secretary of State, A 6 i MSMP
Washington, ﬁmm@uﬂ: ¥

776, April 364 noon,
8TRICTLY GGHFIDEHTIAL,
I have learned from o confidential source that the

Slovak Minister reported to his Government the substance
of a conversation between Sgkamoto, Director of the
European Department of the Japanese Foreign Office, and
hinself during the former!s stay in koscow to the

following effect}

Sakamncto stated tnat neitner the United States nor

Japan wanted war and that he did not anticipate war between

the two countries. He sald that in Japan the United Statr:.rI
was not regarded as an enemy country and that the ship-

nent of munitione by the ' United States to Britain was not

T 114

s matter of concyrn to Japan, which had no intention of

{

°I [¥3uopyuogy /sd

endeavoring to interfere with such shipments, He sald

that in the event the United States engered the European

LET L=

war Japan mighy be obliged to join the war on the side
f the Axls but that he was convinced thet there would be

f\.

Tio

o '_:-.:' -L_._,h'i."_ .
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;=2= 776, April 16, noon,, from koscow

no necessity for the United States to enter the war Jor

a long time to come, He sald that Japan was "disinterested!

in European affairs and that its sole interest lay

Far East and that Japan did not wish to be drawn in

the Europsan war and that a war between the Soviet Union

and Germany would be regarded by Japan as a European affai
He sald he believed Sermany "wished to and was

capable of destroying thé Soviet Empire™ and he believed

that Germany would be successful in the event of a war

with the Soviet Union,  He then expressed the opinion .hat

if the Bplkan campaign did not prove too long or exhausting

t0. the Germans they would attack the Soviet Union as
soon as the campalgn was over but that if the Balkan
canmpalgn proved exhaugling Germany would first rest its
erniee and reorganize before attack ng the Boviet Uni
He also sald that he was under the impression that tue
Russelane are well informed about Germany's desiicns ad
he did not conslder it out of the question that the
Soviet Unlon might precipitate the crisis by attackine
Geriany wnile the Bglkan campaisn was still 4in prozress
if real and determined resistance was shown by the

Yugoslavs, Grecks and British., He eaid in such evr
anticlpated that while Russia and Great Britain wo
on the gpane glde of the war the Soviet Union would

nec:




=3= 776, April 18, noon, from lioscow

~nesearily fight as an ally of Great Britain but inde-

f-ntly and that in any event "Japan would definitely

~and aslide",

Repeated to Tokyo.

STEINHARDT
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;hl.i"'l *elerren muat: bE . ‘Dacow —Q—rga-._.... FEoden

mi{mrm-diate colleboration between France and Germany in

; clo*clﬁt':ﬂr*tphra ed be- FrOM o :
| fore heing cormunicated Debeil-April S0, 1-*4!‘ -_.'-
] to anvont.: (5C) : %
Reelid 2313 pelis ‘-3
- ;
&)
1] |
Seeretary of State, E.. |
—
ashington. t
C t
o ]
’ kT s O
3 BBE‘-, ﬂpl‘ll S0, 6 Pelley (SECTION OHE') . H
- <+ o i o ;
{ STHRIGTLY CONFIDENTIAL, A
i ' Gaston Berrime®Ery, thi new Freneh .Ambassador, called o |
1 3 X :,-J '
on me . ycaterday evenling. He. struck me ng o ruthless s ]
]
£ !
opportunist of a type comparable to fhe earpet: b.sgera . D i
Fl = A H 1
: of our post civil war, He: profeased ardsntly to deaire -
(o)
o
o)
6

opder to bring an end to the ceuseless strife in which

the t. o countrics have bEEn Engaged gince the Treaty of

¥, ~“egtphalia”. I inquired whether the collaboration he

'I’f:
v had in mind would not bE moOre opportune after the war

t¥6l < N j.'l;tﬁ

1} and whether France's former ally, Britaln, would not bE
Iﬂj (ﬁ‘ ewbarrassed by collaboration et the present time. HE

: replied that France would, of course, gain a British
I{Nﬂ vietory but could insure her position in the event of &

serman victory by collaborating with Germany nowe He

¥d/sd

oll4 [eljuspyuop

said that while he was not anti=Britis . he bitterly re-

sented Britain's having dragged France into the war" and
® ; after




EH =2= 888, april 30, € peie from oscoW,

after gl ht months of war having been neither willing

nor eble to send more then & handful or troops to the
contirent when the German atteck ceame, He called it
Rpitain's historic policy to have other countries do
her flichting for hers
said that Petain was preparing and would shortly
maler 8 deeclarstion announcing "colleborstion” between
and “ermany. After some questioning as to: the
of +he declaration he ssid that it would include
nt that it was not directed against Britein and
that 1t would be more in the nature of = declaration of
olicv +“han an announcerent of any definite .3TEPS
hen I inguired as to whether such a
{8 time mizht not encourage Hitliuir to senc
*rancE into Spain he replied "what differ-
¢ could not stop them anyway". The
were being very well

.
cerman Torces of pccu-

g correct and EVEN
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This telerram must be Mcacow :

¢losely paraphrased bEe- i) k-

fore being cormmunicated "Mated april 30 941 :

to an:':n1e, (SC) 1
i Q " .

e

Secretary of State,

|
vashington, :]

888, April 30, 6 pem. (SECTIOE TO),

T i o e ¥ o

position with regard to the Tlgetf senfl colonieg,.

evasive aboult the Tleet,  ‘Asbo -the colonizs hE 1 t1 i

il = de e - ¥ 3 = -
deniec-t T'E 2l DEE b 4,
'I T - -

Insigted - trhat ‘the colonies would “remain Mstrictliy nEUITax . |
-
I inferered TP0 11 an O ECTE -1 i |
inferred i ii OnIE : 1 |

[

Arbassador in thE coUrse ol ouMPr CONVErsSAatAUT , i I8
i j
recelved thE -Ampreasie erli 1 E

ot

contemplat irir 1 EAT _:. EnEm fritsy Stas: : . & g ¥ . e ! 1

b

O

“u
m
L}

aFnoul no

the Soviet Union, -HE

Rk
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CORRECTED PAGE. TY0 !

|
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i |

orced the: Soviet Government to pemmit their departure.)

L:
e i

INE Ambassador zaid he was convinced that Germany
OlE to reorpganizZe Europe, Africa, the Ukraire and

£ Caucsasus beth politically and ecoriomieally and he

3 TE INHARDT 1
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: closely p R EMBGRAM RECEIVED,

fore being communiewted—0

to ‘anyone. : (3C} Dated May 2, 1941

o Reotd 3:06 p.m;

. g
Secretary of State, ’ M ;
Washington., =' .
596, May 2, 5 pome— " {%‘ 1 0¢ ’ 1

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL.

My 886, April 30, 4 p,m. von Schulenbu

cIlL iIME DEturied
N
to Moscow In von Ribbentrop's private plane, whleh C |
] :
4 instead of returning to Berlin immediatrly, has beer ;‘,'“1 5
> ; E
L]
v’ held here, This may mean that von Ssechulenburg expeeta l[','“# N
Uk 3 iy : i
3 o return at onece ‘to Berlin or thet +h: plane -8 to bi i
l.- H‘
placed at the disposal of Dekanagor whe told mr veaterday O
that he plans to return to Berlin in the near fi ture. i
It is not yet known here whether von. Schili nburg
1
has in fact brought back to. Moscow any spfecinl Instruction
to,discuss German Soviet relations although 1t 1= generalls
assumed that this is the feect, Should conversations an
i this subject be under way I have no doubt thnt fF Soviet
Government will go to very grent lens 5 avol {
attack by Germany and thot 4t 1s sufficiently op:
| unscrupulous to'obtain s high price for complying h any
i

demands which GErmany may mr ke-==thereby both
a clash and goining compensation thrrefor

3

,.
G lUopjuoul)
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

CORRECTED COPY

EH TROW
Moscow

This telegram must be
closcely paraphrased be-
Dated May 5, 1941

fore belng communicated
to anyone. (3C)
Rec'd 6:55 p.m.

Secretary of State,

Waahlington.

907, May 5, 5 p.m.
STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL.
1 have learned from a rellable source that Stalln

recently made the statement to a Soviet offlelal that he

attack by or war with Germany thls

did not expect an
year and that he anticipated

"satlafactory" negotiations

with GErmany.

-
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TEURUFEAR ArFaims M

MAY aghieaD |
Vi | GO
Dale DEPARTHENT OF sm?/':/

et

LCTLY CONFIDENTIAL,
laat night told me:
¥

course of his reecent visif

had had a leng thy confeErence with Yon
Vignna, 'he Ambmasdador deseribed V

most anti=Rri tidh of 211 high

in this connectd on re=

10t anti=Eritish, He sgid that

¢ I AVl

sized the

i

NE econversation he had empha

understanding vith Britain s

Ik

10E. 1O '8N

thentrop that a aweeping PEacE

upon Yon Ri
made. through the King of Swedén as intermediary.
that for the first time in his many talka with

gajid

bbeatrop the latter had listencd to him soberly

not indulged in an outburst apainst the British

had

t while he did not think anything would come of

is sugpeation he had been im OrE 88EQA by Von Ribhbentrop's
F

®Iid Teryuepyuo)

willingness to hear him .‘J'l..'l"j'l'- on the subject.




7. 8 pam, fron HOSCOW.

o s - Although there are influential individucla in
Berlin who have beeh amd still are endeavering to
influence Hitler to lsunch o sudden attdack agoinst the
Soviet Unigon the Ambaossador.said he had argued strongly

dinat any such course on the grounds that it might
wEll be diatgtrous to the Germon cause, HE said thot
during his. stay in Berlin gnd in the course of his

t2lk with Von Bibbentrap he had repectedly Ermphasized

thnt Sermmny had viore to lose thon to gain by nttacking

the Soviet Union, "HE expressed the opinion that there
would be nb such attack this year, :

Three. He 3aid that the Germon Governnent "was on
the veErge” of an agreement with Fronces - HE-outlined to
me: the GErmion desiderats from France .8 the boals for
what -he deseribed as o pemrnent peace and friendship
but did not make elear to me whether the cgreeuent to
which he referred wns to ineorporate theseg terms or wosg
of = temporary nature callln: £r collaboration with an
understanding that the general teris outlined below would
be the finsl peace terma, He said that as Alsace Lorraine
was German Germany could not be accused of what he termed
"another Versailles” if it insisted on the return of these

two provinces to Cermany .-that the only other territorial

concession which Germany desired from France on the contfnent

——a




.y

was the Briey iron
Germany seeks the Cameroons and perhaps
Tunieie and the Belgian Congo from Relgium,
Ambasaador statcd that aubject. to the LErrit
ceEasiong outlined above he is of the opinion ti
atiempt would be made to disturt.the balanee of  the
Frenc: Empire, He added, howevzr, that "something
lmve to bg done" about the channel ports
an end to what he described as “recurring DBritish
to dictate’ the affairs of the continent from London',
Ingofayr as concerns Itzlian c¢laima against France the
Ambagsador disposed of them with -the remark it Ttnly

I
"waa not entitled to much" and th t some "unimportant”
concEsaslon would hive to be acceptable to the ltaliansg.
He spokig of the  Italion portielpation in the war with the
utmpat contempts HE concluged that insofar zo¢ cpoiwerned
Britain Germany desired nothing from the British Tnpire

and was prepared to moake pecce with Britoin ot ony time

provided the British "would stop interferring vith

and ottempting to doninate the continent,”

Four, The ambossador indicnted that Nozi Party
of ficials and the QGestapo were in some respects out of
control ind that 1any high of fiein ls in Berlin were dia-
pleased 2nd disturbed by their conduct, .He clited the

behaviaor




o ——

e ——

=4= #9209, Moy 7, B palie frap Mosoow.

behovior of the Nezi Par ty or-anization in lorway as an
Example remarking that Quisling "has no following in Norway"
an " stressed the difference in the various ocoupled coun=
“rles as between the behavior of the German @illitary
authoritics vhere they are in control and the ilazi Party
of fielels where they dominate,

It was apparent from the Arbassador's EXpressions
that he was sebiously comcerned with the interferenoe of
‘azi Party officials and the Gestapo in the internal
affairs of at least- sone of the occupied countries, Hg

&

~00ks upon this with d sfavor and implicd thst some. of

the high officials in Berlin Trlt as he did but -were in

8 guandary as to'how to deal with the ratter,'
FOVE he Ambassador indicated that such converse-
tlons as are novw taking plece LEGWEEn the Soviet and

b pminy o
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== §oB7, Mry - 17, noon from kioscow,

not even Ribbentrop £nd thet Hltler now shunned advice

more rnd from eny source tnd theot even the higheat

German military authoritles ne longer cppenred to exrrelse

— gy BN g

cny influence or control e¢nd predicted "importint de-
velopments" within the next month,

In so fer cs concerns Present Soviet=Germen
reletions Von Schulenburg desceribed them rs "eminently
sctisfoictory" edding thet the Soviet Government hed
been "most cooperctive™ since the Germen oceuprtion
of Yugoslevie rnd Greece end thet €11 of his "requesta"

wEre being complied with,

STEINHARDT
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. c¢losely perephresed bes
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Dated way 17, 1941
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Secretary of State, 71/‘ - AFFAIiS
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J MAY 19 1941,4
Washinston. W-‘ 194_-] ;1/
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Teliyiarm B i G

993, Mey 17, 6 p.;. f.’dfﬁ

P
//"‘

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

_ STRICTLY COMNEIDSNTIAL,

B

The ‘Jepenes

£ nmbsssador told me last night thet in

Bt M i*ti.ir.w-t;_j [

the couraeg of £ converastion with Molotov two days &ago

Molotov hed seid that the rumors of &n impending Germen

atteck on the Soviet Union were the result of "British end

americen propsganda" snd were entirely without foundation,

Molotov haed sdded the t in fact Soviect Germen relations were

"excellent",

22011/

I asked the Ambassssdor whether it was a fadt that e ﬁ

=
Soviet Government was cooprreting with Germeny by 1ncrc@ér

ing shipments from the Crient over the Trsns-Siberian raigi
way to which he replied "Germany now has 140 fully trainéﬁ ?
end ‘equipped divislens on the Soviet frontier, the Soviets
have 110, of which only 34 ere fully treined end equipped,

I think the cooperation will steadily increase", He eon-

firmed the fect thet shipments to Gzrmﬁny over the Transs

%)
3
2
33
&

d1d/Sd.

Siberian heve been steedily increasing but was unable to

>,
F HNS : i E

e



5, May 17, €6 pym, from Moscow

glve me the percentage of incrcase during the past few
WEEKS,

Insofar as concerns Soviet Jepanese reletions the
Ambsssador sald thst the Soviets hed been "beheving some=
what better" since the signature of the neutrality pact but

the t the conclusion of & trade agremment hed been delayed

by & renewed demend for rubber by the Soviets at the last

mement, He remerked thet the Soviet Government hed aban-
doned its request for tin &s he believed they had located
¢ source of supply but were most insistent upon the Jepenese

delivering rubber, He said thst no progress had &s yet bDEEn

mede towerds £ fisherles conventlion,
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Department of State
This telegram must bg FROM Moscow
closely paraphrased b

fore being communicated Dated May 27, 1941
to anyone, (sc)

Rectd 7320 p.m.

Seeretary of State, ' WOk L
PEAN AlFAISS

' 28 194

MAY 25 LU ¥

1051, May 27, 6 pom. pEPARTMLNT OF STATE

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL,

Viashington,

The Japanese Ambassador told me this morning that
his negotiations with the Soviet authorities looking

towards a trade agreement and a permanent fisheries

conventlon continue to be "dgadlocked", He said that

in additlon to their repeated demands for rubber, the

Soviet authorities now insist that Japan make aubstantiﬁl
purchases in . North and South America for Sovict arcnuntﬁ%

pointing out that the United States and other countrics

"U i
of the Vestern Hemisphere would more likely hesitate to _L

refuse sales to Japan than to the Soviet Union, He added

that the Soviet demands particularly in respect of rubber,

tin, and coppeEr Were so excessive that up to the present
his government oould not seg i1tas way elear to meet them,
He also said thay the conferences to fix-the permanent

boundary between Manchukuo and outer Mongolia were nearly

finished and that conversations will shortly begin to fix

the

ol [B13UOPHUCD
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H -E- 1951' n'lI-E. WF

27, 6 peme from MoBCOW.

the p:rmataﬁt horder between lHenshukuo and the Soviet

Union particularly with respect to the question of the

ovnership of certain islandg in the Amur River which

hags long been a sourceé of conflict between the two

governmenta,

ith respect to Soviet-Japenese relations in

general, he sald there had been no marked improvement

in these relations since the pact of neutrality with

the possible exception of a more reasonable attitude

by the Soviets in connection with the demarcation of

frontiers, 3

The Ambassador said that based on his general

observations and talks with Axis diplomats and members

of the Soviet Government, he dogs not anticipate

f =

GErman

attack on the Soviet Union this summer although he is

aware of the fact that his colleague in

Berlin does not

share this view and thet preparations have been made by

the CGermans to carry out such an attack

to resist it, Speesking as an army offic

the 8

his opinion that Soviet Army 1s not

real _",;‘:“',:_!_‘.I‘J' 1 that the

regiatance to

5T

areas in the western part of the Soviet

ht undertaike would br a comparatively

and by the Soviets
Er, he gave 1t as
capable of any
conqueat of such

Union as Germany

o

imple matter

although




EH =3= 1051, May 27, 6 pem., from Moscow.

although he expressed some doubt as to the ability of
the Germans to translate any such conquest into econonmic
or other advantages greater than those now flowing from

Soviet cooperation.

Tatekawa likewlse stated that he understood that

the British are about to take steps to interfere with
Japancse whaling operations in order to prevent the
continued shipment of whele oil to Germany OVEr he
Trans-Siberian,

Repeated to Tokyo.

STEINHARDT




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

R3 Moscow

This telegram must be
closely paraphrased b eFROM pated June 12,

fore belng communicated

to anvoneE. (SC) ge'd Noon

Seeretary of State,

Washingtona

1127, June 12, 11 s.ms, (SECTION OF E,)

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL.

Department’s 7?€ rJung 2,9 p.M.

It 1= ny understanding that the diapoaitinn of
german armed forces from the Baltic to-the Black Sea
for qulte some time has been of such a nature and in
such force as to permlt of an armed invasion of the
Soviet Union at any time along the entire front and

that Soviet troops have bEEn disposed in the manner

OL6 1 | / geat uvm NYIIOHNT TI00OPL

best caleulated to resist such invasion, This circum-

stance combined with the fact that the present 1s th£§=

e

most favorable time of year for an attack upon this o
country would be sufficlent to glve rise to almost un£;
kind of rumor. Woreover, it 1s evident that such rum&%hf)
{n themselves constitute a form of pressure which Ger-
many has in the past gmployed with pronounced SUCCESS.
1 have for over two months reported similar rumors

on virtually all of the points mentioned in the De-

partment's tel egram.

of 1Muepyuo
e

STEI NHARDT
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED
R3 TR L Moacow
Thias telegram must be
closely paraphrased hf?n Dated Junek
fore belng communlicate i
to anyone. (SC) Rec'd 2111

Secretary of State,

Washlngton,

1127, June 12, 11 a,m. (SECTION TWQ)

I have, however, no informatlion which would indi=-
cate that an ultimatwn has been delivered to the So-
viet Government, and I may point out that the terms of
the alleged ultimatum reported from Bucharest and
Stockholm would be of such a nature as virtually ‘to
compel a rejection. In my opinion Germany would be
more likely to present an ultimatum capable of acceptznce
or to attack without warning. The 11st of alleged de-
mands appear to me to be a 1llst of German deslderata
rather than an ultimatum,.

It is true that haphazard measures sre being taken
in Moscow to meet the possibility of an attack, such nas
the destruction of wooden sheds, et cetera, which would
be likely to spread fires ln the event of = bomblng
nttack, On the other hand no specinlly constructed

bomb shelters have been prepared and no antlaireraft

precautions ere in evidence. Drills against parachutlsts

arc being held which, from my observaticn of one of them,
would




-2=, #1127, from Moscow, June 12, 1941; 2:11 p.m.

would probably be wholly ineffective., Stalin's assump-
tion of the puét of Prime Minlster and the restrictions
recently placed upon movements of forelgn diplomats

may be construed as a part of these general prepara-
tions, The foregoing, however, are in my opinion mere-
ly steps in a develcopment which has been geing on for
sont mpnths and are called for by the general interna-
tional situatlion, apart from any lmmediate mencece,

On the other hand I was informed today in strict-
est confldence by the Rumanian Minlister that Schulen=-
burg told him yesterday that he had received no in-
structions 2nd has carried on no negotlations sl neg his
return from Cernmsny ot the end of April and that he
hos recelved ne information of any negotiations going
on 1n Perlin.. Schulenbure atanted moreover that he
doubted any negotiations were in fact taking place.
Aécﬁrding to Gafencu the German Ambassador was inellned
tc the oplnion that In view of his past efforts to
5r*not£ peaceful relations between the Soviet Union
and Germany and his firm opoosition to a German at=
teck upon this dountry, his present "lacletion®

indicnted a Gernan Intention to attack.

STEINVARDT




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

RS _— Hoscow

This telegram must be

closely paraphrased be= Dated June 12, 1941
fore belng communica th‘”"

to anyone. (SC) Rec'd 1:40 p.m.

Secretary of State,

Washington,

1127, June 12, 11 a.m. (SECTION THREE)

He even went so far as to discuss how he might be able

to get out of lloscow in the event of war., Gafencu also

told me that two days ago the Itallan Ambassador had
expressed the opinion that Germany was contenplating
an attack upon the Soviet Union but that hcrdld not
belleve Italy would take part in it or would Even
declare war and cited the example of Germany's attitude
toward Greece during the early stages of the ltalo-
Greek war. In evaluating these most recent remarks of
the German and Itallan Ambassadors it should be borne
in mind that both are wegll aware of the fact that Ga-
fencu continues to maintain close personal relatlons
with the British Ambassador and myself.

As I have previously informed the Department 1 am
convinced that in order to avold war at this time
Stalin is prepared to make almoat any coneisslons pro-
vided they do not impalr the abllity of the Soviet Unien
to defend 1tself. He might even make promises which

would




-2=, #1127, from Moscow, June 12, 194173 1:{0 PeMs

would have the latter effect If carrled out but I
belleve would fight now rather than agree to terms
whieh would moke Lt impossiblrtoe resist loater, Just

whE;E he would drew the lline of possible concessions

it 1s difficult to say,

STEI NHARDT
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gZran st le——
rovhrased be MOSCOU
socrmanics
Deted June
Rec'd 1:42

Secrethry of State,

“inaklngton,

1127, June 125 11 Fom. - (SECTION
Thilg 1t 19 rehotely concelvable thet £l
of Finnish territory, Bessnraobin and
82l1tin States could be rung fro his it
that Stolin eould-nct yleld eontrnl of the

sofE tilme miolntaln the IndenendencE

Soviet Unlon,.

If the foregoing estimate of the Soviet position
Is correct Hitler will have to declde in the 1light of
his major war strategy whether an attack upon the Soviet
Union would be worth the rlsk,

In favor of an attack !s the fact that whether
Germany wina or loses the war with Britain 1t would
be to her gdvantege to have dlanosed of the Sovict
menaceEs In the event of victory over Brltain the other

occupled countrles would be fertlle flelds for communism

and Germany would either have to malintain a considerable

number of troopm under arms to offset the communlst

menace or ask her war weary peorle to forego the frults
of




#1127, June 12, 11 a.n. from Loacow, (SECTIO!

of victory untll vet another cempalgn against the Soviet
Union was fought, If the Sovlet Unlon were crushed

and the Ukralne Iin ﬂETman.haﬂdH, Germany In the event

of 1 negotiated peace would be in a posltion to make

substantial

STEINEARDT
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[ 9T
This telegram must be :
closely paraphrased be= FROM poscoy
fore belng communicsted
to anyone. (37) Dated June 12, 124]

Rec'™d 7:50 pamy
L]

Secretary of State,

Tlashington,

1127, June:18; 1l:a.9. - (SECTLOUW: FIVE)
concessions in the west and even agrec to disarm. AS
to the effectiveness ‘of Soviet resistance opinlons

here differ with mzany unblased obsgervers bel

that mllitary resistance could be crushed vithin a

Tew wEikE; 1t 1s fencrally conceded, however, that as
> time passes “ovlet strencth »ill inereasc relatlve

to that of CGermanys Lurge nunbers of Cermar tréope
must 1n any event bg left on the Soviet frontier =and
Germany may well decide to use then while condlitions
for an abttack are favoroble . Opinlon-here lesa AlLffEr
1 to the time 1t would take Germnny. to reor anize
groduction In: the Ukralne after - dn Invesione  ThH blme
Germinyreould no deubt Inerease the vheat rreductlor
conaiderably, Similarly the Baku oll productips and
leliveries to Oer.onv could In EilmEe J-‘ £ ineresged i
Inlad: ands the trangrortation sysheEm T EDPS EP Oerminn
control.

I Pinally, Cermany mus  condlder thed 3¢ mer reld
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-2« #1127, June 12, 11 %“.m. from Fosco'. (SECTION FIVE)

]
:trength should ever decline to the roint vhere the

3oviet Union need no longer fear atteck the dellvery
of Soviet products would elther cense or they vould
heve to be purchased nt exorbltznt prices.

Againat an attack 1s the aprgunent theot even 1If
sueceasful 1t would net win the vaor againat Sritalin
for ‘GErmnnyv,

1t vould probebly preclude or postpone on attempt
to invade Tngl-nd, might encournge the British to reduce
thkir home forces ond lnerease thelr armies on other

fronts but in any event would diminish German agrinl

operations agoinat 3riteln
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-

III.-

This telegram must LE

closely paravhrased be- From 1'0SCOW

fore belng communicated

to anyones (3C) Dated June-12, 1541
Rec'd 7:55 h.ma

Secretary of State,

Washington.

1127, June 12, 11 a.m. (SECTION 3IX)

Some of my colleagues belleve that a successful
{ nvasion of the Soviet Unilor would require over three
months and that the cost of the campalgn 1n men, materlals
and in partigular, 1in airplangs, would be conalderable.
In the meantime deliverles from the Soviet Union would
cease and so much of the current cron weuld be lost
that 1ittle food would be obtalned thls year. Soviet
deliveries are now aporeciable and 1f Germany refralns
from attack they will probably increase--at least for
gaome time to come, ©o far as concerns grain, Cermsny
would be in a far worse pustﬁinn neXt winter for having
attacked, and 1t is probable that the invasion would
not be productive before the h;rvzaﬁ of 1942 at the
carliest,

In view of the seerecy vh ich shrouds the present
relations between the Soviet linlon and Germeny and the

fact that the vitel declalon involving peace or war

rests in each country in the lnner TECESSES of the
mind

*
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ipdications of trends or developments as

ke
f+

i3« #1127, June 12, 11 a.m. from Foscows (3ECTION SIX)

mind of en individual, 1t '1s obviouslv impossible to

Ao more than drew inferences or conclusion from MEACEDP

1ittle factual

s Nor can officlel confirma-

evidence 1s available hEre.

tion ever BHE obtained in respect of such aprparently

aredible Information =ss does conk into my possesalon.

t' I can assert wlth reagonable confidence

je]

The most th

ls thet no hostile initlative will be taken by Stallin

who on the contrary ig undoubtedly prcptrcﬂ to satlsfy

fepmen demands

inv. rEasonable

STEINHARDT
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED B
This telegram must bE
closely paraphrased DE= FROM KOSCO™

: fore being communicated

3 to anyont. (SC) Dated June 12, 1941 |

A F.E?"i = DsTs

. -

Seeretary o State, i

“lashington,

I
1127, June 12, 11 2.Ms (SECTION SEVEN) {)

In congeEquence the declsion of peace or war will fi

. = i " &
bEe governed execlusively by considerations of German military, s
F .k i 2w bl
coonomie or political expediency vhieh in turn ¥ill primars= .
ily be based upon the following consifdrrationst P
4
{.) ThEé GeErman estinate of. the probable Auration of 13
2 e
the war. ¢“
4
(B) ‘The feagibility of a successful inwasion o1 oclk= 'éi
ade of Britain,. [ b
Kl
(C) The timelinegss, Extent dand effectiveEngss Of B
american agsistance to Apitain with. or without actlveE il
participation in theE wWars bk
(D)’ The ability of Germany LO orranize the "n srder” 41
in Europe with or i thout full Soviet cooperatiofs I |
(£) Germany's appraisal of its ecapacity to provide
food and raw materials for ftaclf as well as the countries E
encompassed in the "new order’ without: the certainty of :
I g . < ! | . CET nty of |
L
Soviet suppllese
(¥ (F) The German appraisal of the position in -the Nean ,




June 12, 11 a.Me from HoscowWs (SECTION SEVEN)
Middle Fast in the near future.

the possibility of a

() The German appraisal of

onnflict in the Facific DETWEEN Japan the United States

snd Britain,

STEINHARDT
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WT
This telegram must bE

clcsely parsphrased be=- mOSCOW
fore being communicated

to anyone, (8C) Dated June

Secretary of State,

Washington,

1183, June 20, 7 p.m, (SSCTIOY oriE )
STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL.,
3 In the course of a conversation with the Japenese
Ambassador this morning he told me thet he had called on
i ﬁ: v Molotov a few days ago and had sought to draw him eut on
\ the subject of Soviet-German relations, Molotov had
indicsted thet there was no reason for elarm end seld thet
if there were any "differences" it wes his function to
smoothie them out., The émbe:-sador gulned the impression

thet while the Soviet Government perheps snticipetes

2GS 22 | / SE61 VM NYIJOHNT 1100 0L

demends. from Gcrmnny 1t £ssumes they will be of such ¢
neture thet they cennot te met end thet it is complicent

ebout its cbility to meet the siturtion, HE rdded, however, ;J:

3

thrt since yesterdery he hrd ‘been unéble to shrre Molotov's

? senguine outlook.

Insofar ns eoncerns the Jepénese position in th:

event of the outbreak of wer between the Soviet Unlaﬁ \
....-

end Germeny the Ambessrdor srid, "I do not think we

will %

ond mmpgﬁ&eSSd

\




~2=- #1183, June 20, 7 pem, from Moscow, (SSCTION OKE)

will come in right away, W¥e will probably walit to see

what happens and if the outcome is what I think it will te

we will plck upthc-piscss." He told me in the strictest

confidence that the German Embassy has todeay started to
maeke arrangements to evacuete BO of its personpnel and
thset he also had started todsy to evecuate &s many of th:_
members of his Embassy as possible. When he hsd mede it
clesr to me thet he expects a Germen attack on the Soviet
inion I asked him whether he could "guess the dete" to
which he replied, "I think sbout the end of the month
beceuse I heve just heerd thet the weether in Germeny 1s
still 'toowet! but thet by the end of the month it should
be 'dry enough.'" I then tsked his opinion es to the
durction of such ¢ confliet to which he replied, "The
Germens tell me thet they heve 35 mechinized divisions
which they would employ rnd th:t they belleve they cen

complete the operrtion in twe months,

|
STEINHARDT ; |




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

HEM _ From Moscow

This telegram must be :
" c¢losely paraphrased Dated June 20, 1941
before being communi- ;

.cated to anyone, (80) Ree'd 11:15 p, m,

Secretary of State,
Washington,

1183, June 20, 7 P, m. (SECTION TWO)

1 believe they have selected the months of July and
August". Tatckawa remarked that he anticipated "chaos®
and perhaps even mob rule in Moscow adding that he thought.
the Government would probably "run away" without ma.ki:}g
any provieion for the remaining diplomats and that he
hoped the situation would not be too difficult for the
diplomats between the time of the departure of the sovizt'
Government and the entry of the Gfrmun_army into ioscow,
He said that he assumed the Germans would bomb the bridges
on the Trans-Siberian Railway making thie means of exit
impassable, He expecte all communication with the north-
¥cat and south would be cut off as soon as the war broke
out and expreesed grave doubt that telegraphic communica~
tioxs would be available to the diplomatic corps.

Speaking as a military man he expressed the opinion
that the Red Army, which he said was anxious to fight

t Germany,




l hem -2- No, 1183, Junec 20, 7 p.m. from Moscow (S8ection 3) |

Gernany, might make a creditable showing for a brief

period of time but that when the break came it would

be largely a question of the Germans collecting hundreds

of thousande of prisoners. §
Towards the close of our discussion I asked the |

Ambaseador whether in his opinion the tension which has

been now built up to a peak might not be a Pressure move

or bluff designed to extract the maximum ooncessions from

Stalin, He replied, "Of course, that is entirely possible

and I have no definite information that a final decision

has been nade in Berlin to attack, But since yesterday

I have had the distinct impression that Hitler haafdroidéﬁf

to liguidate Communism and that he intends to attack

irrespeotive of any concessions that Stalin might be

prepared to make and that after having liquidated Oom-

munism he may endeavor to negotiate peace with England.”

Repeated to Tokyo.
(END OF MESSAGE)

STEINHARDT {




2 TELEGRAM RECEIVED

This telegrom must pe—" Moscmr
closely paraphrased be-
fore being commnicated _ Dated Junt/ 30, 1941

to anyones (Br) R
: Rec'ds 1:59 pe m,

IVISION DF Divi J-E"L o
ﬁq&rlh' A ’i'“b‘ f‘ E‘E lffl 8
Secretary of State -
N ; JULI‘* Jﬁlﬂ :

W
ashington utpﬂ“]‘ﬂuﬁ oF STATE Department of 5|

1256, June 30, 4 p. m.
The Japanese Ambassador called on me this morning
and stated that he had ascertained from the Soviet

authorities that arrangements had now been concluded

for the exchange of the German and Soviet Bnbassies

on July 9 at the Turkish fronticr and that the Itallan

Ambassador was being held at Xazan pending an exchange
!

89/1929° 10L

arrangement,

The Ambassador has received no intimntion from
Tokyo as to the immediate future of Soviet-Japanese
relations but considers it not unlikely that under
German pressure his Government may rupture diplomatic
relations without entering the war at the present time,
He'expressed considerable annoyance at the unwilling-
ness of the Soviet authoritles to give him tl‘ﬁ sidghtest
inkling of their intentions towards the "few E; ing
diplomats™ in the event the Government nhouldigglvt
Moscow, \

Repeated to Tokyo.
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This %clggran mus b—e—— Moscow

oloagly pnramnaazd PE=
fore being sommunicatEd

pategd Fuly 8, 1641

to anyonet, (br) FROM
SIHSTANCE COM MUNICATED ORALLY Re 4 v
R 1‘W"— R F
oy osl AND ML ({ . LIAI‘“ ﬁ?"lak 4':-. =
sgeretary of Stateg, JUL 10
o (
Washingtori. L v (4 \\‘( | UEFATIMEN] OF STATL

I'MH.'HTHEHT oF !Thﬁj :

132, July'ﬂ:"‘é'pmﬂ ONE) B
Ong, The Jepanesk Ambassador who colled this Qj_
morning deacribed the pres ent Japanese attitude tcwnrd%
the Sovlet-German war as "ywait and see" adding that rf‘,;
Meotsuoka was not only perturbed by but actually &sngry {i

4t the German sttack on Russia 28 1t had "4isrupted all =

F-AN

his plons". HE gald that were it not for the feer e
that the government would fall and "Matsuoka lose his
job" there wné gufficlent fzcllng.in JapanEse circles
to cause Matsuoko to prnﬁosz Japen's withdrawal from «
the Axis. HE polnted out that whll: Japan had cnn;id:r-b
able forces in Manchuluc thEy WErE only sufficlent for
defensive and not of fenslvE purposes and that in hils
opinion the only developnent that could 8aveE Matsuoka's
posltion was the dlsintegration of the BSoviet Union

from which Jepan could proflt without conducting n;hsﬁnr
Vars - '_: ‘
Two.  IThE Ambagsador gald that while hF wis ﬁgtk EE

informed as to the Germnn plan of compaign he “.sus]pa:tsdf'

I

that

v

o

I\



2= 1320, July 8, 6 p.m, (SECTION ONE)

that 1t involved the greatest enveloping operation in
all recorded history end that he expected the GeErman
army after cutting the Lenlngrad-Moscow line to contlnue
gastward until a southerly courseg ould bring it to the

gast bank of the Volga RIiver,.
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Yiashington,

o

1320, July 8, & p.m. (SECTION Tu0)
He said there would, o course, be Other milltapry
operations on a major scale south of Moscow and through

the Ukraine towards the Caucasus, the purpose of which

would be to hold the Russian forces 1n the scuthwesternly
cOrner of the Soviet Union, the majer strategy, ‘how-
ever, being to prevent any Rusaien armles from crossing
and escaplng to the east of the Volga River. He ssld

% that in view of the lmportance of the Volga ares the

Germans would doubtless endeavor not only to reach the

Volga from the West but to come down 1ts East bank

from the North,

Three, The Ambaasador expressed the view that

Hitler's attack on the Soviet Unlon had been an "act

P of desperation” and seld that unless tht Germans ﬂoulg
occupy all of the areas up to the Volga River by £5F

it i
e

"thelr troubles would begin," He said that he envisaged |

2R

"the most tegrrible difficultics" for the Germsn Armles

after
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2 1320, July G, € p.m. (SeECTICN TW0) from Moscow. i

1”7
after 42#F in respect of transport, food supplies and

munitions if the campalgn for the oceupation of such

an encrmous area with few roads and those virtually

impassable after that month was prolonged beyond that

'.*1.:‘nlth -
STEINHARDT i

EB
(i) Appapnsnt—enissiony

conecld 7‘%5};;}¢#4 | . t
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Seeretary of State,

Wiashington,

1320, July 8, 6 peme (SECTION THREE)

Four, The Ambassador also gave 1t as his oplnion
that pride had caused the Soviet military authorities
to "make a grave mistake" in mdssing the bulk of their
forees on the German frontier and in having so many of
their airdromes within a few hundred kilometers of the

German starting point, He estimated that the Soviets

nave "already lost half of their effective airplanes

and tanks" whereas had they kept the bulk of thelr
forces and planes 500 miles back of the frontier thelr
position even after the fall of Moscow would have made
the Germen plan as he understood it "incredibly d4iffi-
cult,"

Five, The General expressed the opinion that the
Soviet troops now behind the German lines are interested
in pillaging (#) than in fighting and said he doubted
they would effectively interrupt German operations,
gxpressing the view that In a week or two after their
munitions and food supplies were exhauated they would

attempt




-2= 1320, July 8, 6 pems (SECTION THREE) from Moscow,.

attempt to merge into the local population or surrender

to the German forces, (EKD OF MESSAGE,

STEINHARDT

BRK

(#) Apparent omisslon




Moscow
Dated Auguat 16,

Rec!d 1:50 a,m,, 17th

Secretary of State,
Washington, f?

i3 1518’9:2§pﬂt 16, 4 DPeMme
&7
My 1294, July 5, 4 pems, 1,416, July 29, 10 a.m,

g9
An announcement by the People's Commissariat for

Forelign Affairs published in today's newspapers states
that on August 12 the Secretary General of the Bulgarian
Foreign Office informed the Soviet Legation in Sofia that
Soviet airpldnes .had dropped several bombs 'on Bulgarian
territory the night of August 11-12y- adding, however,
that probably the bombs had beEn dropped by Serbs or
Greeks flying in Soviet girplanes, He stated that the
Bulgarian Government protested ageinst this occurrencet
and requested the Soviet Government to take measures
against 1ts repetition,

In rtplj the Soviet Hiniét:r informed the. Bulgaﬁa
Foreign Office that the Soviet ﬁﬂvtrnmtnt categoricaldy
denied the report and pointed out that such flights éﬁn

bombardmenta could only have been gffected by German agents
for provocative

-
=
E.'-D.
® |
>~
>
O
01
o
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-2« #1518, Aumst 16, 4 pem., from Moscow

for provocative purposes, HE rejected the protest of the
Bulgarian Government cs belng without foundation and added
that the Sovlet Government also rejected the suggestlon:
that Servs or Greeks flying in Soviet planes had dropped
the bombs as nelther Serbs nor Greeks possess Soviet air-
plonga, '

Inasmuch as the repeated publication of announcements

regarding disagreeable incidents between the Soviet Union

and other countries has usually portended direct or indl-
rect hostilities with the country concerned, I am in-
clined to believe that the references to Bulgaria which -
have appeared in the Soviet press since the outbreak of -
the Soviet=German war may be viewed in this light, The-
Bulgarian Minlster, however, 1s still in Moscow and in=-
gofar as I am aware there 1s no evidence of an immediate

rupture of relations between the two countries,

STEINHARDT
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«2- No. 1695, September 22, 1941, 2 p.m., from
Hoscow.

nigh but that 1f the country ghould begin to dis-

grate Jaban would probably take edvantage of

the sltuation.

Repeated to Tokyo.

STEINHARDT.
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PM F Moscow _ ; ;
This telegram nust bE ke ' M
closely paraphrased beE- Dated September 22, 19
.hrE bEing ec :.*.muricatl-:d m
to anyone. (8C)  _~awy o Rec‘d '45 p.m.
G A
Secretary of Eta‘cs, i |
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1696, September 22, 5 p.m. / 3; d

SECRET FOR THE PRESIDENT, THE SECRETARY AND

UNDER SECRETARY.

8ST1/¥6° 9L

In an endeavor to ascertain whether conversa=
tions or negotiations of moment are at present DELNG
carricd on DEtweeEn the Soviet and Japanesek Govern-—
ments, I called on the Japanesk Asbassador today.

He told me that he has not sten iclotov sincE
August 15th and that the only subjecte hE has urder
diseuselon with thE Soviet authorities are a Japa- : D..

nEsE protést concerning floating minEs from Viadi-

vessel with the loes of four Japanest 1ivEes, while
_s:vsn others have been picked up in Japancse fish-
ing waters); a Soviet protest at the continued g
inerease of Japantst forces in Manchurla; and ';

i

other "minor" subjects. e

[e13uepyuCD

In so far as conceErns the Japantet protest

at the movement of American oil fo Vledivostok,
the Ambassador




-5- NU. 1606, September 22, 1941, 5 p.D., from
Moscow,

the Ambassador described 1t as "formal®™ as hE

cald he did not see how anything more could be done

about the mtter by his GovErnment in ViEW of the

clear right of the Soviet and American Governments’

to carry on trade. HE sald he doubted that the

protest would be followed by any further action by

the Japangse GoveErnmeEnt, "particularly as four

tankers have already arrived at Vliadivostok."

With respeet to Japanese pollcy 1ﬁ geEneEral,
tne Ambassador Expressed the opinion that hise
GovErnmEnt would consolidate 1lts position in
Indochina but saild that he does not anticipatE
any move towards Thailand in the near future.
Tatrkawa also stated that although the SoviEet
Ambassador in Tokyo was carrying cn discussiong
with the Japanese Foreign Office he did not bEllEve
that the sub)ects under ccnsideration WErE "politi-
cal" or "important®.

Repeated to Tokyo.

-
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This telegram must DE Kuibyshev
closely paraphrasgd bes
fore being communicated FROMpated December 17, 1941

to anyone, (SC)
b~ Rea’d 11114 aeme; 18th

Secretary of State,

Washington,

TRIPLE PRIORIT¥-—-
2070, December 17, noons

STRICTLY CGHFIDEHTIAL.;

Department's 1254,Jnécembtr 13, 3 peme

One, It is not unlikely that Sikorskl expressed
sentiments similar to those reported from London dur=
ing his visit to the Soviet Unlon (as it is probable
that from the Polish viewpoint it 1s prcf:rabls'that;
the Soviet war effort against Germany should not be
diminished by additional activities in the East),
but as he had returned to Moscow prior to the Jﬁpan-.fqrﬁ

gsE attack on us he presumably did not address his

remarks to Staling
Two, The British ambassador called on me the
day of the Japanese attacks In discussing the prob-

able attitude of the Soviet Government he expressed

the opinion that it might well be that of nsutrality1*unt-1§

His atatements in this respect did not at the time

convey

1100° 0¥ L

Uvm 0l 410vd




-2« #2070, December 17, noon from (Moscow) Kuibyshevs

convey to me the i{mpression that he advocated such

a policys The Chinese ambassador however, with whom

I carefully explored this aubjict last evening,

stated explicitly that Cripps seemed to favor Soviet
abstention from war with Japan, Upon Cripps return
from Moscow I shall endeavor definitely to ascertaln
his attitude in this respecte

Threee The Chinese arbassador has informed mE
that insofar as he 13 AWATrE Stalin hes not replied
to Chiang Kai Shek's note of Decerber 8 (a copy of
which he understands was handed to ambassador Gauss).
He Belleves however from the general attitude of the
Soviet officials with whom he has conVersed that
Soviet Government will not bE disposed to EngasE
hostilities with Japan at this time if tagy €an
avoldede

Four, With respect to Litvinov's exposition to
+he Secretary of the decislons arrived at by his
government I may aay that, as the Department 13 aware,
Soviet foreisn pollcy is superlatively reallstics I%
mey be taken for cranted therefore that un
Soviet Covernment can DE ponvineed of thE
of entering the war against Japan no other considera=
tions (such es the general wiasdom of such agction or

the help




-3- #2070, December 17, noon from {Moscow) Kuilbysheves

the help that would thereby be rendered us and the

British) will affect its declslon. In this connegc=

tion, it has bEEn reported to mg by persons having
aome association with Soviet clitizens, and the same
opinion was expreased to mE last night by a Soviet
official who may bE presumed to know the present
"party 1line", that the Soviet Government would be
disposed to participate in the War of the FPacifilc
only if Britain ggstablishes & second front with |
Germany on the continent - the North african campaign
being definitely regarded as a minor operation in no
way capable of diminishing Germany's effective

strength against the Soviet Unione

THURSTON
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Department af State }/ i
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Secoretery of State, . AW

1

veshingtons \’

-

1 2085, December 19, C p. i
| 4 o
Mt VCLSEAYE RKOULUNA today mublislies without
corment a Tass despaten from Tokyo dated yestorday

and briefly surmarizind, the speechh of the Japanese

-
Foredgn Minister before. the speeclal.sesslcon of
- Parliaments Togo 1s quoted as astating in respect “
L}

of Soviet=Japanese relations that Japan has et
altered its policy of ‘assuring security in TlE

north and that the Soviet Government has elso '
repeatedly declarce its intention of adherance to

its neutrallty pact witl: Japan.

DICKRERSON
I8M

I¥61 6 2 930
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fvoin Hogcow

18 tinmE),
As to the Russian front THE Genernl stoted
4 while the Soviets undouhtedly nohleved
1+ivE victories of Rostov and Tikhvin ond
-F Aow EngngEd in VEry imoo tant operntions on

-t 4t 1 his impression bnsed in

isoow I1”

an A vielt tc.the Xlin aren That Sovie®

‘e auring the lost two wecks favE DEEN
Vqeves thint the Germans having

wrgigtance than tHEY
Back in. nccordance with
~g o repult of EnErgetic

yPEEBUTE THEY ArE DEINE Zrently harrassegd
‘hls moveE nnd have lost much vnluable
cnterinl,  HE is convinced OWEVED that the

e~—nng will not HDE nblE tO laviich a nEwW major

~reqglve nzainet either Leningrad or Moscow

\rfoE NEXt sorinze Thurston.

THOMPSON
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TRIPLE . PRIORITY, -

19, December 27, 1 p. M.

STRICTLY -COYFIDENTIAL.

g8ir stafford Cripps informed me thls morning
thot he hos resigned his post cs Ambissedor cnd
plcns to return to England. ' I inferred thet he
contenplates reentering political 1ife there,

"lith reepect to Japan, Cripps cxipressed the
opinion thnt tie Soviet Union is not now in a
position to engese Jopan succeasfully and that by
entering the War in the Pceific it would wezlictn
the effort cgninst Germany. It added hovever that
he celieves that Russic will be ¢t war with Japan
within three months cnd implizd thet the Soviet

Government both expeets cnd desircs thot hostilitics

shell be initlated by ‘the Jeponese.

THURSTON
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HEIL. Kuibyshey
3 This telegram must be
A rereparesed before teing Deted April 15, 1942
i cormuniceted tc ar.FCnE
u sther then e GoveErm.ental REc'd 2:47 M.
- EZERE Y. (BR)
Secre teéry of State,
7 E
¥ washington. o
] =
f-l
] 314, April 15, 10 w.i. %
¢ r=1
- i (=
Heference Embessy's B4, Jrruery 29, & p.n. "
)
PRAVDA -of April 15 publishes & short bteck pege ~.=
Wi :l.:
f editoricl devoted Lo Soviet=Jrpenese relutions on =
& =
the cesgsion of the snniversery. of the conelusion o) § ;
L the Soviet=-Jopenese neutrality pret. ™ editoriel ﬁ
i : : : ]
begins by stoting thet this pret owrs for the purpolt D
[}
; of preventing the £apcision of the world Vier, rnd wWed :;:
glso the result of the comprehensicn on the port of Yot
~C
Jopen thet the USSR is not ¢ country whose interests
) ccn bE violeted with impunity. It proceeds to point
; cut thet the Germon etteek on the Soviet Unlen, Jepen's
perticipation in the prolongction of the inti-Comitern
Pect, the Jepanese ctteck on americon end british nrval
: Leses in the Freifle, tnd the signeture of ¢ new Triportite
. Pcet by Jopen, Germeny end Itrly, heve rll sub jected
i the Soviet-Joponese Neutrelity fect to o sericus tricl.
'Qb The editoricl corcludes ¢s follows: "at the moment

o)

when the Soviet Japanese Neutrolity Feet enters its

sccond
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; :Ior minerals end esgricultural praduuta they finally
==
mhad accepted a figure of 1,000 tons gnd payment in

cash of 75% of the freight costs involved in sending
the trucks

P
TELEGRAM l!li(:l;l\i!ﬁ!)—f-wLﬂiliwlh-

BH —-—“——H'nscow

This telegrem must be :
cloeely paraphrased be- Bﬁted March l&, 1w4l

fore blirg communicated
to anyone, (8C Recld 4:15 p.m.

Becretary of State,

Weshington.

. 183, Merch 19, 5 p.m,

The new Chinese Ambsseacdor has 1nfoI"P& i T (M_m

L ! .:,. # r
that in his initial convereations Melote snd ™! e >nmb*}é.’
s 1 1”.:'?: : -

Kalinin had emphasized the grest 8trength end

||}P-l||-'|hl:_'|1: N 5”..-[
sndurance of Jeapan snd ha¢ given the Ambeseador — e .o
the impression that the Soviet Union wes determin

to be moet circumspect in ite relstions with Japan
aed

in order not to permit development of any urtoWw

_____
ATE

incident,
He steted that in his conversations with f
I

EIVED
LOF =T
J o
443
n;‘t
AND R‘EQIHEE_'HPE?‘RTLS

Molotov and Mykoysn on the guestion of trensit

R — o~
PEP s
il'i. o i)

ARTMEN

U 4, foy
X
Div'sion oF

shipmente through the Boviet Union a figure of.
rE 000 tone a month had finelly been agreed upo

[ s &5 5

LS

that although the Runaianl at firet had inslsted

= upon return freight ur 8 like tonnage consisting




net SC0 Tani

ided 1n the gutbound tonneaze ané that as
trencport fecllities improved the oll tonnage
would be in addition to the originel tonnsge.
The Ambasesdor stated that 1056 trucks would be
needecd on the Almaata-Hami run and 2,000 additional
trucks on the Haml-Chungking run to move this tonnage
and that he had requested T V Soong to urge through
Herry Horkine thst every effort be made to supply
the trucks necessary to put this line in operation
wend I informed him that I would slso empheslze to
the Department the importance of expediting sction
1n this respect,

The Ambassador steted that ke felt thst the

egreement with the Russiane wee a reesl epccomplish-

ment 1n view of present Soviet caution vie a vie
Japen and that 1t was vital that the route be put
into operation as soon s8 poselble not only becesuse
of 1ts political significence but also in order

to develop the transport facilities so thet frelght

tonnages could only be increaeced,

L

STANDLZY
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sopvica on short notice

t actually mobllized
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entifving Yanmashita by

icr stoted that iniense of & Soviet=
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wflict command of the lnnd forces

ssuried by "the geneorsl who took
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