


My dear Mr . Presi dent: 

P'""" P: 2 ..... i·f:;_ ' ' ' 

DEPARTMENT 01' 8TATE 
WASHINGTON 

llovember 28 , 1939 

The British Ambassador this morning left with me 

a sealed envelope addressed to you by the Pri me Minis­

ter of Australia, Mr. Robert G. Menzies . At th e same 

time the Ambassador left a memorandum citin~ the in-

t ent1on of the Aus tralian Government t o est ablish a 

Le~ation at Washington . I enclose for your informa­

t ion a copy of the memorandum, to~ether with a cooy 

of my reoly i n •1hich I eXl:lressed nleasure at t he move 

and indicated tha t we would a t once take steos nreoar-

atory to t he establishment of a Le~ation at Canberra. 

I added, however, that t he Le~ation would not be offi­

c i ally opened until a llinister had been duly anoointed 

and conf irmed by t he Senate. As t he Australian IJ1nis-

ter will only be appointed two or three mont hs hence , 

t he arrival of an American Minister at Canberra should, 

i n 

The President, 

The White House . 
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ln P'eneral, svnol".ronhe 'O'lth the arr1 val or an AuHralle.n 

klnister in Wsah1n~ton. 

Faithfully yours, 

Enclosures : 

1. Sealed envelope to 
t he Presi dent. 

2 . ~eoorandum tro~ the 
BritiSh El:!bassy. 

3. Memorandum in reply 
to the Br1t1eh Embassy . 
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At. 1.ht l nu .aoc• or IU• "-Jo.,.cy 1 11 Oovcunaont 1n t.ht 

Co...-;)Q .. Ut.b or /uet.r"U& 1 Mvt bttn ict tr\ICt. c! t.o a.tct r tain 

1Df'orul.l-> tent t.btT ;.,.... ••~b.l ... !'fMot o~ aa Ju..t.re-1an t.'- t.1oa 

i n l•t.~•inrton t O' .ld l;l t •rr• .. bl• to t.Dt t;overo .. nt of tht 

Unl t td ll\1\trll, r nc1, 1n t.ht t vt n t or t.b.c lln~twor bt~in& 1n t.h• 

a?'"'l r-.t.t.ht1 •het.h~r tbe l''n l t.ed "'" "'~ t Uovtt nadl t. woul d ~·• 

•n::~ obJe-.;tlon t.o ., Ju.t.n.llan ...e t. o oe1A opec., uode r 

UJe dl rect..on or • Chart.' d ' lffairta pend.t.Jv \oM arri n .l or 

a Y11lhhr .. t.or.~a t ppoln t.lltnt t!h ltr Jt~;\)' 1t Co• •m• t:!n t. in t.ba 

Co=ootr~ta.lth or J,u .. tra . b •cw.lt! fo'rO;.oOiit t.o dertr "or ;.oat LW 

or \..ut• aoothl: . 

1 bavo l.oec ill:at.rvct. d to b::~~t.t :.b•t 91t. :: •Je .. t;) 't 

Covenwont 1tl tho CoiUOnw.,d t.b o r /ult.r &... la ~\11d ••leo .. 

the t~lault..tot0\.1 11 i>~t.tbliah!N::tlt of t Onlttd "-\..!'l l lfll LtJ•L 1on 

at C.oberrt . 



Tho loorot&r7 o f Stato ••• doll rh tod t o l earn 

t hroueh tho lrl t loh ~bao•ador o t tbe tntontlo n o t 

t he Auotr allan Govtrn.ent t o tttabllth a Legation In 

Waablnrton. Thla ~·• 1• aoa t welc?ao t o tho G~vorn ­

eont o r tho Unltod Sto too, on4 no objoot1on 11 nor-

eolvo4 t o tho Loratlon bo l nc o~onod ~ndor t ho dl roo­

tlon or • 0harR4 ~ · A tfalre a pon41ns t ho anoo l nt mont 

o t a Ml n l ater •~• t.a t~ three •onthl he noe. 

wil l proaptl1 t ako etopa propara tor1 t o t ho ootabl1th­

a ont o r an Aaor1oan Legation a t Canberra . In all ~rob-

o~8ne4 untll an A8er1oan Mt nt1 ler t o AuPtral l a haa been 

dul y apno1ntod on~ oontlrmtd by the eenato. ~ho S.ore -

1•tor In Auotrallo will 1n ronorol oynohronl•• ~l th t ho 

arrival o f an Auotrol1an Mlnlottr t o t ht Un1tod St atoe. 

De~art~ont o t State 

•••h l~~ton, No rWI93 



llr. Prime llin1oter: 

I was gl ad to r eoe1ve on War 2eth your personal 

oeeaage. which I have read with interest and considered 

with care . 

I tully reali<e that the Allies oro !acing a 

critical eituation in Europe, and I or courao undor­

ttand and approoiato the motives which prompted you 

to oond me thia ooaoage. I do not think that there 

are many people in tho United Btatoo, and certainly 

none 1n the Execut1Te Branch ot our Government, who 

tall to appreciate the implicat1one and dangers t o 

tho whole world ot tho triumph ot thoae toroea aga1nat 

which your country la atMJggllng, and I want you to 

know that, aubjeot t o the nooesaary l1citat1ono ot the 

position or this country . tho production tao1litieo ot 

tho United Statoo aro available in their entirety to tho 

.Ul1oe. 

lith 



' , ' 
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lUll recU'4 "' )"OW' llpiOltlo I II£SIIUOD OODOIN-

a&J I&J that a lars- a•'bll' ot pl&DII b&YI 'biiD 01'411'14 

1D tbll OOWI'I'7 'bJ' thOII GoYI,_III,I, &&4 11aabU qll&D­

UUII b&YI all'lad;f 'bllll 4allYIH4. II 6o no' lllpiO' 

lnhrtere la &DJ W7 wUb the opeo4J 41111'11'7 ot plaae1 

tor •ll• All 114 OoYen.enh. 'll>ea I ••' a a u1qe to 

Ooacnu on llq lstb d.oallnc wUb ' Ill neo1111 '' tor 

lnoreulnc the ._.,,1 ot 'b• lhtUe4 ••atu, 1011 aq 

b&Ye no,e4 that I aa41 tho following l,a, ... n,l 

•ror the p eJOauen' reool'4, I ut the 

Oongreu ao' •• 'oltl &111 ao,lon llblob ""1114 

111 &111 W&J beapll' 0 1' 41l&J the 41llYIIT ot 

Allll'lo-ad.e plane1 \o tor.tgn naUona wbl.oh 

b&Ye ordered th•, or 111l< to purohaol aor1 

plaau. 'fila,, troa the pol.n' ot Ylow ot our 

OWII naUoaal deten11, ""ald. 'be ntreaelT 

ilboJ't 11&1>'14. I 

I AeeplJ t;>PI'IIlah aa4 oo1'41allT 1'111prooa•• 70UI' 

tJ'I.•411 l'ltii'IDOII \o ae and to 1bl V11Ued ata•u. 



.. -
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atr. PH.tde=t, 

A ueTIItALfAN LcO A T ION, 

W A . I'I INOTOH, o.c. 

In t~ abunc.e of w.r. Caaq tro. 

W•ahln(ton , I trana~t herowlt~ the following 

mtuuase rro~ Mr. Mtnllte , the Prlme Minieter 

Of AUitr.Ua, which h:e haa. ttlat.Nct.cl ehould 

be hande-d to ) -ou. pe:reonal.l.Y u aoon •• 

poaa1ble. 



In t.hia hour or e;reat e-~aceney oot. onl7 for Great. Britain 

and P'rt.Aee but. als.o ~or J.ualrll.ta and ~ other Brith.h Daalnlcn• , 

I dea1re t.o put. t.!~ 700 c:~rta.i.n COftlldtnUGOa. 

1'hOU£,h .. are det.en:Jned. t-o win and are by no u&nl antidpaUn& 

dotoot, it 11 ot.Ul obviwoJ.T pouiblo that rr.nee oa;y be dotootod 

and that in such an event Craet 8r1ta1n ' • power to rea1et Oord&ny 

will deprend on her 1:1,nvy anc1 her 1t.bil1V to reaist. or prevtnt lin 

attock . 

!'!11a woal4 .ean t.bat air at.r.ncth woal4 bee- Tit&l and I do 

not need to point out to ,..., \.bat Coru.n7 baa -t noeri<el 

prepondtn.nee . Succesatul att.acka upon factor-lea 1nt.errurt1n& 

production lllight be decisi ve . 
•9t 

I hOJle that you will /find me \I.Ddul¥ u.ncooven't.ional if I It)' 

1.4 you aa the be&d of t.he greatest but. moat floit:ndly neutr4-l potter 

that to FNYOTlt tbo British noot tollinc into- hondo IIU.It 

be of U>a -teat icport&neo to tho 0 ." .;.. and tbot I C&Mot 

bellovo tbo O.S. k . can Ti .. wl.tb ..,.th1Ai but aeuto a.oxiot1 • 

Ellro14 c..,plotel,y dacWiatod b1 CorMJ>T and a Tictoriou• eoro.'V 

exorcillni undial'\ltod power in tho Eaotorn Atlantic and adjoinlns 

aeao . Ono crust aleo re~~:.ccber thAt in the ovent o!' a defeat. to 

Greet Britain the j)Osaession or 1'1&st Indian ielands would 

undoubtedl,y be 4oo:andod b1 Clrl:ol.ey . 

I bellno tbat ywr 81""·t country baa it 1n ito pcnrtt to -· 

a dec1 be c:ortr1buUcm rithoul act.utll,y partici pating. Tt:e one 

eountr)" tbot • ..., rapldl;r and oubotontiall,y 1ncrooo• BriUob oir 

power 11 U. S. A. end even if UUe :aea.ne despatch t-o Grut Britain 

o! llft.chinte alrd.dy in commlea1on J.n or dea1t,:n.ed £or your own 

Jir Foret, I would ~ost. ellrtUtlt.l7 urn• 1CN to follow t.h.a:t. cour••· 
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I oa .ulu ecntldont or llrlthh eapee1t1 to ••~ aU 

attaeke apinot tho United ltin£'1011 ond in turn to l ntl1ot 

tuch c1aaac• upon Cei'MJV •• to r..roct~· her dw!e .. t - ;rruwidt<l 

tl:.e :;n.lttd '"t&tea Cf'.n I'Dflpljo tlw II.J1.i..Jar.al lleroplanaa •Mc.h 

ore noedod. But quite pl.ainl.T - and I know that you would 

wia a to apeak plainly - without. ~o$t prOII;'JL aeaiat.ance 

trc. the trolted St.t..a there aa.at. be a gr11tYt cSAn.cu ct • 

at.a.te or attaire ~ develop1na, more or leu quiekl)r, 

in whicll tho -r ot Groat BriU.ill to de!ond llborty aA4 me 

inlt1t •Uono 1e dootr<77ed aA4 ill whieh .. , your DIGlloh-t;ekiiiB 

nei cbbours aeroaa the Pacific b&e1n1 must tlnd our own 

independence, 1 t MGI, 1a~r-1llld . 

'7t. " 1a in A.u.t.ralla • a:n"t bellt>f 1.n rour !'riendlin•u 

and goodwill. 11o tool tiUlt we oro f!Bhtills for !mortal 

t.h.1.ne:• which you nlue ._. we clo an4 on be],alt ot ey ow people 

I be& tar your ean:eot eonsi.del"&UOO 6.00 n1.tt. action . 

R. 0. IIENZIES. 



• 

Kr. Pria o Ml nleter: 

I aoknowlodgo w1 th appreohtlon 7our poroonal 

aeuage, whloh I root11'od t hrough llr, C&UJ, t ho 

Auotrallan MJ.nlohr l n 'ful\lapn. 

I tllll7 reallae that the .t.l.llu are hotnc a 

orl tloal oltuatlon 1n krop e , and I lllldoret and and 

approolate t he aotlYeo Whl oh proaptod 70u to ooad • • 

t hlo auoage. I aa oonrtnood t hat no&rl7 e1'1r7one 

ln tho Unl tod Statoo tu117 undorotan4o tho l aplloa­

Uono an4 4&ftgero t o tho mole world or a trluaph or 

thou r orou agalnot Whloh r our oo1111trr 1o atl'llggllng, 

an4 I want 70u t o II:Dow tb d , aub Je ot to tho neoouar:r 

llaltatlon• or t ho pooit1on or thlo OOIIIItry, t h e 

produotiOII f aoi l itioo or t ho United Stataa are &1'ailablt 

i n their entirotr to t ho All ioo • 



• Aue T"~~tA.LtAN L•O A TION . 

WA e JO t H OTON, 0 . C. 

lb' . Pr.ddentt 

Ur . W..Cey baa beon ina t-rue ted by 

t.he Prilte U1n.1ster of Au.tra 1a to pal'la to yau 

tho enoloaod measo.ge at the r6f!UO~tt. or and on bebal.f 

or tho Pt-ime IUnJ.ster or Now Zealand . 

I eo!'IY., to you the •a~ blrftith . 



., 
d.-nl~ Oil t» -u~ rtJI'!•, I '-" tdt. t rlt"'t be 

just.Uled 111 -.ddrt.aaia.c 1"" , •• , ,.... ~1tnt, UNct.l.7 ar.J 

pe-rJc. ,lj. ':'2» pe:o~· or IJn :'el.luJ look 4POn '".he 

Oa.LW States ot l.t"..t'l"'i.ell &I ODO " U• .rr ~ and ~rtul 

1\t.Uont not O..'li:Uiod. 1n Ywl r.r•eent. at.f'l.t.r,;:lt which itl et.Ul 

a buln.ric or r rMcJ.am, Ju•Uc• an..t domool"l'l.cf, dl or •Mch 

"re tOO~,y 11t !!'".t.dt c1MJ.1J par u. 
!t 1,.~ !'!-.,: f'r0111 V ~tl ~!» en.lto.Y;&U" t.-.1 

.-u-!..!a ftiU or the .&...rleu. f"i~!e t.o a UUN 1!-.le!-1 is 

a::t. •l1Nl7 1A e~~• dtb !.211t'r-1eu lA~tt.. aM 

!aeo:--!~ ,ou~. ~~ ... r-..1. 7t:N. u wtll •• .. ~ '"' 3 &.h! 

Y1!All: CQC"~ U..t ~7 ~11 aot ptrl.ah f'r':la ~. 

MJ"Ul and n ~..!d Ulte 7fiJ. t.o bw ~ p-.:.t.\.7 at Wa 

jW~ct.;o.N ,... sll.oulA .. 1c._ ~ 1\l~t ~eb ·~ "· ~ u-~ 

:~t..-1 IS4bt. thl.olt it ~ulble Lo txtend to help t.\e 

llrt• .. bb ~n~l:tb and i U .UUu !.n the dtr,"D"I.o rtpt 

.. IU"O .. ~,. 



THE UNDER StCRETAFIY OF S TAl L 

WAS HINGTON 

Auguet 21, 1940. 

My dear Mr. President: 

The Auetralian Minister gave me thie atternoon a 

copf ot a telegram dated August 19 which he hie received · 

trom Mr. Bruce, the Auetrallan High Commiaaloner in 

London. I am enclosing a copf herewit h tor fOUr inter-

mation. 

The tact& ae set torth bf Mr. Bruce would eeem to 

show that the situation il more encouraging t han we had 

even hoped. 1 am inclined to take these !iguree ae ac­

curate because , aa you knew, Mr. Bruce hae been excee-

e1vely peee1mietic !rom t he beginning or t he war with 

regard to the Br1t1eh pca1t i on. 

Believe me 

Enclosure. 

The Prelident, 

The Whi te Houee. 

, . 
l 

/ 

' 



• 

After ten days of intensive a ir melee, the German 
losses are f ar grea t er a nd t he British f er less than 
anyone anticipated. For t be per iod August 8t h to 
August 18th the German losses are 639 pl a nes certain 
and 261 more probable . Whilst serious German l osses 
mi ght have been ~tortb~;bile, 1f they bad 

(1 ) Infl icted equivalent losses or 

(2) Caused crippling dislocation a nd damage or 

(3 ) Undermined Bri tish morale 

the position actually is 

(1) That the British fight er losses amount ed onl y 
to 13?, 1·ritb a hi gh proportion of pilots saved (in addi­
t i on, 36 bombers were l ost). The destruct i on of planes 
on the ground was i mmaterial apar t f r om one loss of 4? 
some of ·.<hicb were trainers . 

(2) A senior air officer summed up t he position as 
fol l ows: that lithe defence wa s no t embarrassed, only a 
l ittle inconvenienced." 

(3 ) With r egard t o (3) above, morale and deter mina­
tion have been strengthened. 

At a conservative estimat e the Germans have lost 
2,000 tra ined air personnel. In short, the position is 
far more satisfactory than t he most optimistic anticipated . 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

THE SECRETARY 

November 12, 1940 . 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Mr . Casey handed me t he 

attached message for you 

this morning , to which suit­

able acknowledgment will be 

made here . 

( 

J 



COMMONWEALTH or AU<;TRALI A . 

Novoml>or 9th, 1940. 

I b&..-a beu lnat.ruct.d 1>7 

t.ha PriM llinia- to cocrr"1 to 7ou u,. 

encloaed .. asace. 



I COMMONWEALTH o• AUSTRALI ·A . 

liB. PRESIDE!rro 

I orter you -:r wv• .. t peraona.l 

reeogni tioo ot your great M.M'icee and 

out etand.i.n.g coungo. 

J 



- May 3 , 1941. 

TilE RIG!l"T HC!IORABL£ 1108E:R'l' GOIU)()tl !!E!IZI£S 

Mr. llen•1ee wao born at JeparH , Victoria, a emall 

village in the heart ot the vbeat-growtng diotriot ot 

Auetralla. At tar graduation trom the Univereity ot 

Melbourne, he was Yery suoceutul at t he bar and becue 

King's Counsel at the age of thirty-tour. After t1ve 

yeare, he entered tederal politics as Attorney General. 

In 1939, on the do&th ot Mr. L:rone, he becue Prime 

Hin1eter . 
• His Prir.le Hiniatership lu\e been t urbulent 

politlooll:r and at preeent bla Government (coalition 

between the United Austral ia Party and t he County Party) 

baa a maJority ot one, although the Labor Party, which 

oomprlaeo the oppoo1tion, boO been cooper a t i ng wi th tho 

Government t hrough the Advisory War Council which hne 

member s ot all part ies . 

l·!r. Henzies lett Australi a in J anuary 1941 t or a 

visit to the unlto ot the Auotrallan t orceo in t he 

•ti ddle Eo.et and tor England. He also v1o1ted )!r. de 

Valera in Dublin a tev weeki ago . 

The Pr1:.e )l1n1oter 18 1t11l young, being only 

46 yeorR of age . Although generally descri bed as a 

oonoervat1ve, he it ver:r liberal i n hie political out ­

look. He is not popular with the general public 1n 

Australia, but hie Prime llinister ship is accepted on 

account of his outetandlng ability and intell ectual 

equipment . 

He vis ited the Unite~ States 1n 1935 , when he was 

receiYod b:r t he Pree1dent, and visited England 1n that 

year 
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year and agRi n in 1936 and 1938. He is married and 

hne three chi ldren. Hlo father-in-law, Senatot• Leckie, 

1 & n menber of his adm1n1str~t1on. 

!'.r . ~1ent1es once remarked to our lU nister , t1r . Gaueof 

t hat ~~ - Gauss 'would not find the average Austr alian 

na turally f riendly to the United States but friendly be­

cause he wants or expects something• f r om t he Unlted 

States . Mr . Gauss believes that thl s ls a substantially 

accurate statement and that, furthermore, Mr. }11enz1es 

w·ould regard b1oeelt as an •average Aus tralian" i n this 

respect. who expec t s ultimate and perhaps early Amerlcnn 

partlclpation ln the war and pr ompt and positive action 

if bostil1t1ee should extend t o the Paci fic . 

Eu:Ackereon:RIO 
Stewart :LG 



I 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DIVISION OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 

!IOIORANDW 

May 8 , 1941 

VISI T OF UN ITED STATES NAVAL DETACIDIENT TO AUSTRALIA 
~lARCH 20 TO UARCH 28. 1941 

On March 20 to March 28, 1941 a United States Naval 

Detachment rrom the Pacific Flaet visited the Australian 

por ts or Sydney and Brisbane . The recepti on accorded 

t he personnel of this Detachment was a very warm one in­

deed. The American Oharg~ d'Affaires ad interim, ~~ . 
to Rear Admiral John Henry Newton, USll 

Minter, bas reported hie impressi ons or the vieit7as follows: 

•(a) The de~onstration made i n the streets or Sydney 

at the t i me of t he parade or your ratings do"'!\ Hartin 

Place and a long George Street up to the Town Hall was 

probably not a ny more spectacular or spontaneous than 

many Which you have seen in the past . It was, indeed, 

a etupendous effort, but it is oade all the more striking 

by the tact that the Australian, by hie very nature, is 

eaey-go1ng and undemonetrative. It bas been often said 

t o me since that day that the demonst r a tion was far greater 

than that accorded the Australian cruiser Svdney upon its 

recent r eturn from exploit& i n the Mediterranean. J.!any 

Australians have said to ma that they were definitely 

surprieed that their own countrymen could get eo enthusiastic 

a e to throw confetti and to r ush police oordone or as t o 

eoream 
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scream and wave flags as they did. Part of this display 

of amotion ia seen in the rush for t he purchase of Ameri­

can flags that took olace on Wednesday when the news 

firet became known. Several manufacturers had people 

~rorking all night to produce additional thousands or flags 

~nioh were sold as feat aa they could be turned out. 

'(b) The foregoing plus the openly-expressed stat e­

mente by speakers and the cress are a clear indication of 

what your visit s l gnlfles to the Australian. I am not 

inventing, since they said it theoselves , when I say that 

you were looked upon ae their saviours. They link the 

visit up with the President's speech of Sunday night, the 

signing of the Lease-or-Lend Bill, and some even go so 

far as to believe that \'laehington timed this viai t to 

coincide w1 th the arrival in Australia of the ~anese 

Minister. Even though it might be pure coincidence, I 

would eay that if such a thing bad been planned it could 

not have been better timed, both in respect or effect upon 

the Japanese and effect upon the Australians and uoon 

other peoples of the world. ll'h1le Sydney was bustling to 

prepare for your arrival the next morning, the Colllcom;ealth 

Government was holdi ng at Canberra, on March 19, from 

5:30 to 6:30, its official reception to the Japanese Min­

ister. The Japanese Minister was already booked to proceed 

to Melbourne by train that night . 

' (c) To 
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•(c) To my mind , the most striking event of the 

entire visit was the almost comolete cessati on of all 

Common>1eal th Government functi oning from 6 o 1 cl ock on 

the 19th: t o wit; the ad journment of Parli ament f or the 

special purpose of being in Sydney to share in the welcome 

to the detachment. At 3 :oo o 1 clock on l·fednesday the Acting 

Prime Minister made a stirring speech in appreciation of 

the action of the Uni t ed States in t he passage of the ~ease­

or-Lend Bill, in which he also extolled the Presi dent of 

the United States. He was fo llowed by t he Leader of the 

Opposition, who agreed no less wholeheartedl y . A short 

t i me l a t er i n that House the Acting Prime Minister moved 

tha t the House adjourn from 5 :00p.m. tha t day until t he 

next week, a quest i on which ~1as resolved unanimously i n 

the aff irmative . You yourself saw and heard the enthusiasm 

of these Ministers when you came into contact with them at 

Sydney . I t hink thei r action was undoubtedly unprecedented 

i n Australian history . • 

Eu:Stelo."art:LO 
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DEPARTMt:NT OF S TATE l 
DIVISION OF EUROPEA N AFFAIRS 

WEJ.:ORANDUll 

Lla,y 8, 1941 

The current vh1t or Prime Minister Men1.iee or 

Australia to the United States provides an opportunity 

ror full discussion or Australian-Ameri can relatione . 

In t hese discussions important ~orld problems Of cOmMOn 

interest and common concern to the two countries will 

naturally bulk very lar~e. There ere, however, certain 

1moortant orobleme o r lo~ standi~ in United States­

Australian relatione which remain unsolved desoite the 

ore sent generally rr iendly relatione bet•·een t he two 

countries . 

These quest ions, outlined in the attached memorandum, 

include the followin~: 

(1) Permiss i on to extend air communications t o 
Australia. 

(2) Facilities for direct radloteleRraoh communi­
cations between the t wo countri es. 

(3) Certain problema in trade relatione. Over a 
oeriod or years both Australia and the United States 
have maintained excessive t ariffs on the orincipal ex­
port oroducts or t he other country. It would be dif­
ficult to say which country has been more at fault in 
t his regard. The present would seem to be an ooportune 
time to attempt to alleviate thi s basi cally unsatis­
factory situation. 

I t is believed thnt the President , the Secretary, end 

the Under Secretary should use every oooortun1ty during 

L:r. l.lendes' visit to brin.o: these matters f orcefully to 

his attention. 

\ ~:Ste,art :LG: mjh 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DIVISION OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 

MS!!ORANDUM 

Hay 8 , 1941 

Si nce the outbreak or war in 1939 Australia has 

=ade an increasingly intensified effort to eaphasize its 

friendship with tho Uni t ed St ates and the conununity or 

interests or the two countries. D1ploaBtic representatives 
ware exchanged between the United States and Australia in 

the spring of 1940 and the Australian llin18ter, Mr . Casey, 

has lost no opportunity to soeak before various American 

groups and t o a ffirm the very close and friendly relations 

existi ng between our two countries . The Australian Govern-
msnt has invited American newspapermen and representative 

persons from ot her groups in this country to Australia and 
has i n turn sent newspapermen, educators, and speeohbakere 

to the United States. The Australian Government has also 
established a Bureau of Information i n New York to transmit 
to Australia press and radio infor mati on from this country 

and to provide the press and radio of the United States 

with f uller i nformation on Australia and the Empire war 

effort . (In the early stages or the inception or the 

Bureau the Australian Government seems t o have contemplated 
using t he Bureau as a great pr opaganda organ . This mat t er 

has, however, been discussed tully with the Australian 

Legation and it i s believed that these questionable feature s 
were elimi na ted before the Bureau was actually established. 

On 
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On March 20 to ~!arch 28, 1941 a Un1 ted States !laval 
Detachment from the Pacific Fleet Visited the Australian 
porta of Sydney and Brisbane. The reception accorded the 
personnel of thls De tachment was a very warm one indeed. 
Our Charg' d 1Affa1res at Canberra reports that they were 
greeted aa if they were Australians returning home from 
a great victory. He states that he saw street demonntra­
tions which he did not believe possi ble in Aus t ralia . The 
demonstration, it i s sald , was many times more fren~ied 
than that given to the orui ser Sydney upon its return from 
successes in the }ledi terranean. The most striking event 
of the entire visit was the adjournment of Parliament and 
t he trek of the entire Government to Sydney . In the 
Aus t ralian mind this visit ie linked with the passage of 
the Lend-Lease Act and wi t h the President's speech of 
March 15 . 

Despite the efforts of the Australian Government to 
affi rm and to publicize the cordial relatione with the 
United States, 1t has shown little disposition to deal 
favorably with certain outstanding questions of interest 
to this Government . Some of these problems are outlined 
below: 

(l) Permiae1oo !.2. Extend !11: Communications !.2. Australia: 
It is obviously desirable and helpful i n cultivating 

oloeer t i es between the United States and Australia, quite 
as i de from mutual defense needs, to i mprove communication 

facili ties 
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facilities between the t wo countries . Pan American Air­

ways has been endeavoring tor some time to secure landing 

rights in Australia. The Australian Government , however, 
has hitherto refused such landing rights and is apparently 
attempting to make the grant ot landing taoilit i es con­

ditional upon the United States ' giving landi ng rights t o 
British planes in Hawaii. Bot h t he War and Navy Depart­

ments have in the past been opposed to permitting any 

foreign air transport eervice to enter Hawaii, the only 

available landing place at Honolulu being at Pearl Harbor, 
t he Un1 t ed St ates Naval Station. lfuen the matter wae last 
under discussion shortly before the outbreak or war, the 

War and Navy Depar tments were becoming somewhat lese op­

posed to granting Britain l anding right s in Hawaii . Qui te 
apart !rom possible objections on military gr ounds, however, 
it is clear that l anding r1ghto in Hawaii would be a very 

valuable concession to Ctreat Britain s i nce this would be 

the last link in Britain's round the world air service. 

It woul d seem to be a very poor bargain trom our point or 
view to gi ve landing rights in Hawaii in return for landi ng 

rights i n Australia alone and we should no doubt hold this 
tor some more i mportant conceosions . The essential point 
is, however, that Australia can scarcely hope t o establi sh 

i ts independent positi on vis-~-V18 the United States and 

at 
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at the same time expect us to accept her playing the 

Empire game in such a manner. It would seem decidedly 

in the interest of Australia herself and Australia's war 

effort to bave an air service between the United States 

and Australia. 

(2) Facilities ~ Direct Radiotelegraph Communication 

be tween 1b& United States ~ Australia. 

A direct radio telephone service between the United 

States and Australia was inaugurated on December 20, 1938 . 

There is, however, no direct telegraph service between the 
two countries. Telegrams either go by radio via Canada 

or by cable via Canada or Great Britain. The desirability 
of a direct telegraph service i e manifest. Sinoe rehandling& 

are necessary there is obviously lese danger of error in 

transmission of meeeagee. It would also foster speed of 
service since manual relays and delays in retransmission 

are eliminated. The average delay on telegrams transmitt ed 
by radlo originating in Australia and destined to the 

United States is five and one half hours. The establish­

ment of a direct radiotelegr aph service would not only 

reduce the time of transmission of messages between the 

two countries but, what is more il4portant, it would out 

the rates in half. At the present time the rates from 

!lew York to Australia are exactly double those from !:Ontreal 
(and even Vancouver). 

The 
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The above consi cerations make the eatabliehment o f 
a direct radiotelegraph circuit between the United States 
and Australia desirable from a purely commercial point 
of view. In the present emer gency, however, a direct 
service becomes doubly imoortant, no t only for the United 
States and Austral i s but for the whole Bri t i sh Empire . 
Shoul d enemy operati ons di srupt communi cati ono between 
Great Britain and Aust ralia, the voluce of traffic now 
passing directly bet ween them would then have t o flow 
through Canada . This wo.uld r esult in a serious overloadi ng 
of t he Canadian and Australian r adiotelegraph and cable 
facilit i es, and messages between the United States and 
Australia would be subjected to even greater delay. Should 
the United States become involved in war, particularly in 
the Far East, i nstantaneous telegraph communicat i on with 
Austr alia would be of the utmost i mportance. 

It has been almost three years now since the Depart­
ment fir s t took up with Australi a the desire of RCA to 
establish a direct radiotelegraph service between the 
Uni ted States and Australia. RCA has had a traffic agree­
ment with Amalgaaated Wi reless (Australasia) Ltd . since 
October 16 , 1931 for the sstablishment of a direct radio­
tel~graph ci rcuit, and t he Federal Communications Commission 
has issued a license t o ROA to establish this service. I t 

1B 
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is understood that the Australian comoany la anxious 
to inaugurate thls servi ce but has not been able to secure 
the necessary license from i t s Government. This i8 due 
in part to a "family row• between the Australian Poet 
Office Department and the Amalgamated Wireless (Auetrala81a) 
Ltd. The Post Office Department apparently does not desire 
to have A.W.A. engage in the communi cations business. 
There are further oompl ioations, perhaps of a more diff i ­
cult nature, namely Imperial communi cations agreements 
and obligations of the A. W.A. to Imperial Cables and 
1·/irelessee. Indeed it 1e believed that the principal 
objection t o t he establishment of the above 8ervice comes 
from London . The importance of thls ma tter was urged upon 
Prime Minister Menzies personally by Mr . Gauss before 
Hr . l!enziee left for London and it is understood that 
Mr . Menzies would pursue the matter in London. It i8 
believed that Mr . Menzi es is favorably disposed and desires 
to find some solution to the problem. 

The Department has recently discussed the problem 
with the British Embassy and emohasized the i mportance 
which we attach to thls mat ter and the urgency with which 
we believe it should be dealt . 

(3) Trade Relati one 

(a) SummarY 

Prewar relatione were very unsatisfactory ae a re­
sult of our Tariff Act of 1930, the Ottawa agreements, 

and 
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and other hindr ances . There was virtually a "trade war• 

!rom May 1936 t o December 1937 (see (b) below). The 

Australians have been considerably more reasonable since 

the outbreak of war (see (o) below) . This t emporary i m­

provement cannot be expected to endure if something is 

not done to reduce the trade barriers which both countries 
have erected against i mports !rom the other country (see 
(d) below) . The United States still does not receive 

most-favored-nation tari ff treatment. The basic situation, 
if not improved, may aome day have very seri ous political 
as well as economic results, and the present seems to be 

an unueually favorable t i me for attempting to ease the 
underlying cause of the trouble. 

(b) Survey ~ Relations 1n Recent Years 

Duri ng recent years, the relatione have been highly 

unsatisfactory , at t i mes even acrimonious . A cliiUilX was 

reached early 1n 1936 ~~th Australia's adoption of a 

"Trade Diversion• poli cy, which, in effect, prohibited 

import at i on of certain products from the United States, 

while permitting such importati ons from all other countries. 
The United States replied to this d1eoriminat1on by "black­
listing• Australia, i.e., withdratnng most-favored-nation 
treatment. In December 1937, Australia withdrew its 

"Trade 
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• Trade Div ersion' pol icy and Australia was immediately 
"de- bl acklisted." 

The United States does not now receive oom~lete most­
favored-foreign-nation trea tment in Australia; certain 
nroducts may be imnorted rrom most other foreign countries 
at a lo1~er rate of duty than from the United States. How­
ever, t hese products are relatively insigniricant from the 
American point of view. 

(c) '·lart 1me TrMe Rel at lone 

~/nile t he import-licensi ng systec has been used to 
restrict severel y imports from al l non-British countries, 
t he strain on the "Ster l ing Area' s " fore ign-exchange re­
sources has probably wel l justified the general s cope ot 
this policy . Although there has been eome indi cation 
that cer tain of t he specifi c measures taken were not fully 
exolained by the general situation, complaints of this 
kind from American firms have fal1en ott consi derably in 
recent mon the. 

The Australian Government has been very cooperative 
in connection With various war-time 11ool probl ems such a s 
t he establishment ot a ot r ate,•ic reserve ot wool in t he 
United States· l~ile the Australian pos ition has doubtless 
been based on s el f-interest, it has been unu Aua1 l y en­
lightened sel f - interest and definitely helpful. 

(d) 
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(d) F'unaaoenta1 F'eotors .1.o. Relatione 

The baals of the oroverbially unPatiefactory relations 

1s that f or mllny year s both countries have fol l owed a 

pol icy of excluding each other's products by unreasonably 

high tariffs. Ke took the lead in this With our tariff 

acts or 1922 and 1930 under which excessive dut ies were 

imposed on Aust rali a ' s principal exoorts to the United 

States, notably tJool, t he exoorte of which form in large 

part t he basis of Au stral ian proaoerity . Australia has had 

equally high duties on American product s such as automobiles 

and lumber and has also been a leader in emoloying "Eopire 

Tariff Preferences• (particularly the Ottawa agreements) 

which have curtailed imports f r om the United States. 

'.11th any threat of trouble in the Paclfic area, the 

Australian tendency to create difficulties for American 

trade 1~ consistent ly- -though t emnorarily--abat ed. Trade 

relat ions will continue to be fundamentally unsatisfactory-­

at best--as long as both oountries continue to maintain 

almost impassable barr iers against the other oountry's 

exoorts. 

1b& current ~eneral e1 tuat1on pfferp An unusual, 

prpb!!bl y unioye, oppprtunity t.su:. auecptin<r .ill epl ye,..Jll:. 

mpderate Jiberol ity, A ~-rooted conflict Hbich ~A 

seyrre s train~ United Statea-Ay etral i an relat i ons .1.o. 

goneral -- pgl 1 t 1ca1 Aa ~ na e o onomlc. 

Eu:Stewar t :LG 
16 
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Dear • U nis t.er: 

Plea •a eellc• r:.y a .. • "1 I as t I" Gova ~ nt. nd pBOpl or Au9t.ral1~ . We di d 
o ur u~co t. ~ keep tb ·aeoe 1n tbo Pac1t1o 
but. our enem1e• h d doo1ded on aggres sion 
be t'-r~lan • Tbi . 1 , now a wo H war 1n tb­
t. ru., 8 8!1')~ . W,. :s•a 1o 1 t n•. /OU - od ;ou will not t 1ol u •1 wantt n • I M ad o'>t tell 
Aus t r a l! tl3 t'> " " ' a etout :..ea:-t.- I kn'lw 
'OU will. 'lfe ..ttl win. 

Ver; ~1noerely youra , 

The R1gLt Honorabl e 
!Uchard O. CaaeJ , D. s. O., K. C. , 
Envoy rt. raordi D!l ry no.1 
~1 n1 t e · Plen1~otont1ery , 
) 117 Woodl and IJr ha, 
Wasb11'18ton , D. c. 



"Please send my best wishes to the Government and people 

of Australi a. We did out utmost to keep the peacfe in the 

Pacific but our enemies had decided on aggress ion beforehand. This 

lla now a world war in the true sense . lie are in it with you - and 

you will not find us wanting . I need not t ell Australians to keep 

a stout heart - as I know you will. We will win . rl have no doubt 

of that although we may well have bard times before~e achieve victor::! 

-------oooOoo---- -
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/11-f(.c-1<.(. ,L c 
cfl-rl<qfd( 

O!:PARTMENT OP'" STATE j '-..t 
WASHINGTON \ ,1.1' 

December 17. 19-ll \-"' 

My dear Mr, President: 

I enclose a communicat ion dated December 13, 1941 
from the Australian M1n1at'er transmitting a personal mae­
sage to you from the Prime Minister of Australia, to­
gether with a memorandum by the Australian Chiefs of St aff 
on the defense of Rabaul and New Caledoni a , The Prime 
Minister requeets that you and the service authorities 
cons1dsr what assistance our forces may be able t o render 
1n t he defense ot these areas, 

I enclose a draft reply which I propose to send it 
it meets with your approval , 

In order t o expedite this matter a copy of the en­
closed communicati on has been transmitted to t he Secretary 
ot War and the Secretary ot the Navy. 

Faithfully your s, 

Enclosures: 
1. From Australian M1nJ.a 

Deceaber 13, 1941, wit 
enclosures. 

2, To Australian Minister, 

The Presi dent, 

The WhJ.te House, 

--~-.... 
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li l " \;~ DEPART M ENT OF STATE 

u-· 

Deoeober 24, 1941 . 

Ul::I.!ORAN!JID.l FOR MISS CR; Cl:: TULLY 

FROM BRECKIURIDCI!: LOHO 

Direct radio telegraphic communication 
will bo instituted tomorrow afternoon, 
December 25 , between the United States and 
Australia . 

Under the circumstances existing in 
the Pacific it is deemed that tho President 
may care to send a telegram directly to the 
~rime ~nister of hustralia . 

·' drart or a proposed telegram to be 
oent by tho President to tho ~ime Minister 
i s attached . 

Consi dering the prosonoo in ·,/a.shi ngton 
ot Mr . Churchi ll, it has boon suggested 
to the British Ambassador tha.t ho may care 
to make some suggestion to t he ~resident 
thut Mr . Churchi l l also exohnnge n message 
vii th the J:rime Minister or Australia. 

Ir you will return this vlith 
indication or the President's de 
wishes will be carried out . 

his 



Deo•bv 25, 1941. 

The BoDOrable 

loba ~1a, M.P., 

l'rlae M1aleter ot Autralia, 

Oubena. 

_, dear Mr. Priae ll1a1ster: 

The opeaing or a dirsot radiotelegraph oirouit be-

t ... a Auatralia a.lld the Uaited States noru.lly would be 

an oYeat or great interest to our reepeotiTe peoplee. 

To41Q', howeTer, the eTellt whioh - oslebr ate aea..-a 

proport1ou that extead rar beyong 1te peaoetlae 

dgait"iO&Iloe. The d Hp-roote4 a.lld eturdy tr1eadah1p 

wlltola b.aa existed bet ... ll lUI lau aurT1Ted tho yoare bo­

oaue 1 t. baa beell Aurtured 1a tho pr1no1ploe ot de110oraoy. 

111 rq op11l101l thta - l11llt will aorTo 110t oaly to 

tao111tate tbe .ore rapid exchange or oo.aun1oat1ona be-

t ... • tbe Uaited Statue a.lld Auatralia but to aorTe notioe 

Oil the Axle powwra that tbo i'reo peoples or the world 

are leaTing nothtng uadone ott"oot1Toly t o guarantee 
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~Qgb ~1r1tual aad pbye1oal ua1f1oat1on aa4 altt.ato 

Ylotorr wtlloh l1oa ahead ot 1111. 
' 

I oxteD4 IIQ' greot1aga t o you personally and to you 

.. t he ropreeentat1Te of the people of Auot ralia. 

Kr. Churchill, who i s stayina with me, Joins 1n 

these greettnca and we giTe you our aoaurance that we 

consi der the safety of your great Commonwealth aa a 

definite essential 1n eTery plan of defense and 1n 

eTery plan of o!fensiTe acti on aga1Dat our common f ooa. 

FRANKLIB D. ROOSEVELT 

A-L:BL IIU 

\ 



\'~ ~"' """ """"' ~ '"" 
WASH INGTON 

J~nut r y 1, ~~4• • 

I 

My dear Mr. President: 

~lth reference to your memorandum or December 30, 

1941 1 believe that it would be ndvieable for you to 

reply to the Prime Minis ter of Australia through 

Mr. Casey, and I am accordingly enclosing a draf t 

reply for your 

Enclosure : 

Original communication 
ot December 23 returned. 

Draft reply. 

The President, 

The Whlt e House . 

approve . 



1 a .. r i.l'o J.Wahrr 

t Uoal& h cretaflll 1r ,.. -u U.U.l\ '• 
.l.Zo ~u· t h t • ll-bc ... , 1, \e llh . ...... alwa 
111 ' " " ut.a or r; .. .., ..... t), U41 : 
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,.rtaaaa n lall M at.haJI \e ltaUI .. ftUJ . . .. 
al~l• a\r~~la\ \ a .-. •••••-ra utalf\a. ~ Ula ... aa ea4 •• • UUUJ, .. ._1 aaf air .. ~ ........ ,, ........... , ............ , ..... _ 
,, .. \0 .-. •attar or ...,-'•• ••• ratat ar a .. ...... a\ \lila aarllae\ ,..-1\le ..... ,. ~· 
Manaa rJ n age " '• al .... ., u•er .,, tor ue tl lclil\ \o ... tral l • or atfaetl•• elr .. ale\­••••• aa\~11 I ba)a wi l l arrl•a Ia tla Y t i'J aeu tut.va. 

• era ••••11 -•- er , ... ,.Ill-... , -\rltat.loa '*lela a-.rlll a , ..... . 
uc h ••taa to \lila .. atrar-t ... ar , .. .... '- I'Slll"• , ................ 1 ......... . ... ,. ..................... .... . 

:;ta-.!J JOQH, 

,.. ' " ' s. .... u . u-.... o. c.ae.,, ~ ... o., . .... . , 
~lala\ar et ~ .. \rellal 

)117 ... leu t r ••• 
!:Mid ...... 



• AveT~~tAL.IAN L•o• T•o .... 

w .... l4 ,,.. • .,.o,. o. c . 

Dec..,bor 23rd, 19U. 

Jilt. msi!l!lft• 

I llan roceivod tho tollowinl c-catico by 

toloc;raa trOll ~&. John Curtin, Pri.u lliniltor or !ustr&ll&, 

rltb til& iaatruct1011 to c<mvq it to :rcu at tho earllorl -t. 
I • &leo to COD'f'1'7 tbe liJ8.Q &IIP.C• to Mr. Cburchlll, 

PrUo lli.n!stor ot Great Britain • 

• 
1. At tb1o U.. ot croat cri&io, I dosiro to addreu 

:rcu both while :rou are cont•n-ins tor tho purpoee ot advancinc 

2 . I ban al.rM<!:r addreaaod a o-catioa to llr.Cburcbill 

Ol'l the ClUIItion or Rueda • h1c:b I rece..rd •• ot sro•t iaporte.nc• 

in relat.10D to the -.r with Japan, and which I hope will r eed•• 

tho coaaid.,....t.ioa or :rcu both c!urina tho cooteruco. 

) . I refer now to a aatter of aore preaeinc importance . 

4 . rr.. all roporto it 1e TOZ7 ertdont thot ia llortb 

Mal..qa the Japanese hl•e aa~N~t.t cootrol ot air and eea . Tl'<-A 

small Britiab Arlo' ther·• inoludea one AuatrallM cUT1e1on , and 

we t.,.,, aent three air tquadrone to ll&lqa and t-wo to tbe 

lotborlando !&at Illdioo. Tba Azov .. n 1>41 prorldad rlth air 

.upport, ot.bn"WiH there w1.ll be a repet.i t.icm of C"&a.e and 

Crete, and Sinppore w1U be srtnoualJ" threa.t eoed . 

' . !be tall ot Biappora .....wt _,. tho iool& t.ioa of til& 

PbillppJ..nu, tho tall ot tho lletborlando toot Indieo and an 

atteapt t o .. other &11 oth~ baeea. Thie would aleo 1ner 

our c~e&UODI bet"nen the lDd1&a and Pac:itic OcMne in thle 

I 
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7. Roinl'ore-ta ooru.rlcod b7 t.bo Unitecl ltingd. .. tor 

dupt.t.oh t.o llalqa eeu t.o uo t.o bo uttorl,y inadequate, 

u~iall,y in r elati on to oircrlllt, Md l'or o .,....ticularl,y 

ticbtinc oirc,rott. Uocbolloncod at tbio U.o, aall roio!orcOI'<nto 

e.re of little &...U. Ia tNtb t.be aaount ot ree.iata.nce to the 

proorl.dod b7 tho eov.,..., ta o! tho tln1 tecl lined .. and tho 

Ullitecl Stotao . 

8. Our ••n bavo .rousht and will tight v&llontl,y. But tho7 

001at bo odoquotol,y I!Upportecl. 'llo ban three dlvioiooo in tho 

111dd.lo t .. t. Our oirl'en aro !icbtin& in Brit.oill, lliddlo Eut 

aDd. tN.iAinc 1a Ct.na.da. We b&"Ye aet greet qwmUtiea ot wppUea 

t.o 8rltoio, to tho lliddlo toot and t.o Iodl.a . OUr reooureoo 

9. I t i o in your power to otot t ho o1tu.t1on. Should tho 

Covarnunt ot t he llnit~d Statt1 d.eair·e , we would. gl.a.d.l1 aecept. 

an Aaoricon C-der in tho Paci!ic aroo . The i'reoidoot hu 

oaid that Auotn.l.U will bo a baoo c.r increasil>& iaportaoco, 

but in order that it eboll r-to a baoo, Singapore .... t ba 

roinl'o,..,od. 

10 . I.n epite of our great cUtt1cult1ea, tie are uend.l.ng 

turther r ein.t'or<:e:::ent.a to Malqa. 

U . I would bo clad 1.r tbio uttar could ho r egarded ao 

c.r tho croatoot v~q. 

101111 COJmJI 

PRDIE IIIJIIS'I'Ell OF TRI OOIIIIOIIWFALTH 
OF AUSTJW.ll, 

• 



THE WH ITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Decet"'ber )0 , 1941 . 

t.:.E:OP • .l4Dm! lo'OP TP.E 

UliDEP. c J-.CR\•T "P.Y CF t.'T ,T 

Do you thlr~ t h i s requ ires an 

answer direct to t:.ho .?r i n.e t' i n i st l.ir of 

.Austrt~lia? If 5 0 , l'!il. l you bo good enough 

t o prepare 1t f or my sl ~nat ure? 

F. D. P. 
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WRITTEN BI THE PRrSlDENT IN LONGHAND 

FEBRUARY 20, 19~2 

81.30 P.M. 

Dear C6ser: 

l ould you be good enough to send tbia 

1n code fr011> me to P.JI. Curtin? Thanks . 

LD. R. 

• 
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DlCLASS IFID 
By Deput)' / .. duvlo t or t h U.S. 

lly J, J. Stewart Dato ff.B 4 \972 
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I'JlUIO"AL AJID I!! &I PUR RIXJ IU':I~ QTRUII nal TilE 

I J'\ILLI APPRfCIJTI llOf CIUVE ARE YOUR RU:POJ:~ IBit.ITlU IN 

WC~;DD A J».CI!lOB lH Till I'I!EU:ll'l' !"JUOOS CiltQ.tl TJ!o'C!S A! TO 

TilE lliSPO~ITION 01 11!1 nRST AOSTIII.t.IAN DIVIHON ltE'IVRJIING PR!lU 

TilE lollDDLit EAST, 

I .lS&I:!I TOO II:''Orl !:?1: '1 0011 liP.TLRIDIJTIOII '1'0 ::DID, I I 

J.DDITION TO AU. TilOOPC AI:D POP.CEC I.'O, Ell BJUT.t., ANJTI!lll PORCJI OF 

OVDI 'Z/,000 llDI TO AU~'l'RALIA. Till! MRC! liiLt. Bl PllLLY ~UIPPID 

I r. JVERJ RISTECT. 

U IIUST P'ICHT TO Tli.t. t.n!IT POll OUR TlO FJ.A.il(S - 0!11!: BMZD ON 

AUSTRAt.IA AND THE O'li!FJ! ON HJRIU., INJ:I.I. JJiD CKIIIJ . BECAUSJ: OF OUR 
IJIERICA!lS 

GEOC!UPHICAL POSITION 1\EA. C4ll !IF'rTI'R IUm.L TU:I IIIDJ'ORC!'!.ImT OF 

AU~A All1l 'ill! RIGIII' I'LAI«. 

I !AI TIUS TO YOU 00 TIUT YOU ILlY HAVE lVDIY CONFI CDIC! TIIAT 

AND HAVI IN VIlli nt.L IN A ILEAroRI OOMI'ITI! Y A P!ml"CTION TO "1'1 

co.&STSOF AUSTJW.ll AIIO NEW ZEALAIID . 

Olf 'Tl!l O'Tili'R NAIIO TI:Z 1DT FLAIZ SIXPLY W: T 1l! lll:l.D. II' 

BIJRlU COE! IT SIPJl.S TO lOt OUR ) II>U: POUTIOII, l HCLliDlOO THAT OF 

AUSTIW.IJ, JILL Bl 111 UTitEII:r: PDUL. TOOP. .WSTIW.I J.II t i'flSIOR 

I S Till o::t.J PORC! THAT I S AVAit.HJII POll DU!.DlAT.t. lttlm'ORc:J.llU'T. 
110Ut.D IT COOt.O Qn liTO T\!ll PIOH'P A'l' OIICI ANI) .... 1 m:t.UV!, HAVJ: 



, 

- .. -
THE STR!IlO'l'll '1'0 SAVE Y.HJ.'I' IDr Sl!l:liS TO 0! A VUli OANC!ROUS 

SITUATIO!I. 

~HI.L! 1 liU.LllE TIQt JJ.PS All!: llDVIHO IIAPIILJ I CA.'rn':l'l' IIII.lE'n 

TKAT, Ill Vln 01' YOUR Gro<'.IW'IIICJ.L POSITIOtl Aim TilE I'ORCr:l 011 
NEIGHBORHOOD 

TR!Ill I~J '!0 roo 011 OI'DU?Il:G Ill IOU!! -· IOUll VITJ.L CIXTEIIS 

IJl!l IN DOIIIlUTI !lAHCa. 

f,liiLE I RlJ.LIZ& TKAT IOOR lUll KAVE lllJ::N PlOirfWJ AU. OVIR 

Till 'I!OBIJl, AliD JJ!l' STILL, AliD !JIIU: I <IIlii PULL lLL OP THE CII!AT 

SACRIPIC!.S U!IQ! AU~ HAS ru.D!, I la:'l!lm!!LIISS lUon' '!0 U lt 

YOU IN TIG' lllT~S JP OUR fJ!OLT tAR EP'I'ORT Ill TilE PIJ! !lAST lF 

TOO JILL l!tCOitcrlllll TOUll IlECISIOll AJ:D l!lllDI TilE Ol'IISIOR 1m 

lll ROOTI '!0 AUSTRJJ.lA TO Jt)VF. 'fiTII AU. SPE!t TO SJPPO!!T Till BiUTISI! 

FORCES PIOinlt/G Ill DUR:U. 

YOU IIAY BE SURE liE IfiLL FIGHT BY YOUR SIDE III'I1l ALL OUR FORCE 

U!ITIL VICTORY . 

ROOSEVELT 
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For Jud.t;e Franktu.rWr t.o be dooyphered by IIICM.Ult n and to be handed 

to Judse Fr..Ww-wr by him olono . Repe ted w f<!~loo1.0n Number 43. 

Telegru N\D:ber 222. Pr,kt ORE. 

I . I taJc:e le6rt to Korea• you oa a M t.t..r of .;r••• iii)Ortc.Aee to 

our eo:::.on C6Ut. Soat t.;.ret ~· ac;o we at~ t...e decl81on t.tz.t the 

1.1. r. aboula r .. t.ura t.o dt tend their hoseland. her-e . '·• b.tl4 not 8\lC;&eat..ed 

ito return fraa tllo ll14cllo r..ot but •• -·eel to tllo l)r'Oj>Oool. or Churchill 

tM. t tor the purj>OU ot roi ntorcing Singapore and thore6lter re:intorcin..., the 

Netherl.e.nda Eaat. IncU•• t t10 ot our three di'fitioru lhould com. back . tbe 

object ot the eove Nl to bolo up the southern thru.at. ot Jape.n. 

2 . We •ere ilad tbat. tt.e d.lrlaiou .-en to co to the letber l&nia I&at. 

Indiu, aot llltrd,J becawe tboae Jn.:Uea •oul4 !ora a acuen tor the defence 

of Austrt.U.t u a bue but bee.au.,e t.'l:!ey would conaoltd.at.o a;oodrll.l bet&eeo the 

N. E. I. e.ncl Awttrcl.io . 

3. The decilion waa taken by Churcbill and Y~t.vell not to r e i nforce tht 

,..I!. I . f urther; tbertupon our e-xjlert allita.ry aovltt.rl thouah t the d.ivi:JOna 

aboulc at o:u:c co-_._e to the closest. u-e& !roa ..bich the aouthern til.t'l.l.:lt ot 

Ja;-n 114b~ be Mt i.e., Awotr..ua. 

4 . It\ all t.c:hAic&l ltre.wt..iea.l ap..-rcci.u.JonJ the !'UDct1cna ot Auatre.l.ia 

•• a baae eroa to &t.t.Lck Ja~n !uus boen underlJ.D~ . 1\t.vell hksel.!' h.aa 

rope<ted],y said H 10 Yii<U to .., (?) and otboro 1.0 defend Auetr.Uio . 

~ . 'l'he poa1t1on ot our hom.c defences i d moe t. unaatiefac toey lar&•l>' OTt'i n& 
(oont?) 

to our oot bav lhb tl1e 1\l,;.,or t oi land, IN ancl e.J.r torcee to Sr it.&1.n , tlle 

kldcUe Eut, Or eece , CretA am elan.here. •• 1\l..ye &t:'\i.Cil1<1 to e.:te cut. tJ,,.,, 
deteccu durin& ow- toW" .ontb.a or atfice bllt. \hei' aU.U tall tu short. o! •h.k t. 

b req\.tl.re1.1 . C.r..er&l LciYtn.ok, 'Who 1.a General O.ttJcar Co-ndJng tb.t .£ .1. f . 

and close to 'ha.vill, t&You.r~ a d.hart.d one dJ:•1don t.o Bur-. but oDl.t on coodJt,.... 

i on Uw.t our Chi ef ot t.ht Oenerkl Ste.tf • 11.1 aaUa!Jtd w1tl1 Ute eotld.1tioD of our 

1\om• defences . But. 0\11' C. o .s . expresl!cd himselt ae VOl")' disBllti sfi ed -

a conclu.lion which r •ll¥ undoreu..ted the cravi\,)' ot U11 poa1t.1on here. nt.e 

.ur Force 1a vety 1-ll.l owtnc to t.he policy o! our ~t<iecenore who couctot.r ... t4d 
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\41W.ed t.o f'et:t.r.S 1wltnllu haM a ftDCt •• ot ... ~LU....ry la}Ol"t.anct . 

6. In Uloat o1rc~o~»tt.nco.a: it. becaw utterly 1a;Klll1blt tor ua to •cro-e 

t.o t.ht t~eut.ed UJ.verllon to Bunc. . p,._, in LoMon bo.i 1nat.ructiona &I t.o 

our •11• b:.~t. te..llecl to c.&rr<J thu out. 11 a ntul.t t.h.t Pacitic • ar CouncU 

1A l.of.don reco.ao~ tht 4.heralon or ont dJ'rilioa. to 8u.MI4 •hlle the aecQQd 

YU t.o CCWO to Auat.ra.U.a . But. t.t~vtll ' I t.echnie&l &.·~tci.bt.1on dld ru>t. (&'t~~ 

tllia a.,Ultt.ina up ot our COrjlS and in hio l..aat rtco:ccniL.Uon ho sug~eot.IJ. both 

divtaiorta ahould co t.o Burlllft - or lna.J.&. 

7 . A cw-;L)u.a t'Mt.w-1 ot tM. affair hat been tbt coecent.rOlted bun•• •!\icb 

bu cltiCt""-td u;xm U1l1 Oovorn~~e:lt. f'Na 1to1 o..u SerYt..Ot.l 1\lCh u Page (act.inb 

out.aidt hJ1 in.s t.r~.octio:ll) . Subsequently Hopkins .a.nd tht ?rtoidont &ltJo oent 

aea~ta ba.aed upon their btliot thd.t •• 'I'UC not t.o bt: aeri..A&d,y tJuo .. t.ened by 

J a}t.A - 11 belle! •• C&DN)t. lhare . 

U another th1.n.& t.o bt tlllbal'r4811G4 by thoso Yho are at;onta or the Auat.re.llcLn 

Govoroutnt . We (I.L'I in ol.lr pre:sont pl:4fht 'bee&U:Je or wh&t we hAve doc.e abr OAd 

9. To;iey •• bec.rd tho iD",poaal t.h.at an Aaerican Cliviulon sbo\lld coM t.o 
Auatl'aUa. . O.f couroe we Cfbould w-elcoae it And 1i' tbo UnJ.tecl States of' Aaer1ca 1s 

(decia1on?) 
dec ialon •ere altere..;l because of our the tffoct ai&bt. be .o:st ~rt.a.nt... 1 Go 

n~ a&.~t 110 we were r iaht in a.s-eertJ.n.a. tbelt a f"allt.U"t to t.Ailo Japan aerioualJt 

aia:ht lead W \;Or ld IUCCOIIIlOB Of tho .UitJ . 

Se~ ...,.!can Division to 

Nort.itiJ"O Irelti.od baa had a bci.J. o!tect on. thla country beeauae of Beaver brook 1 a 

co:aca.ont that this • •• t.he tlrst a.nd moat. itl;>or t.unt job which Churchill por!ormod 

in U.rica . lie an &114 thkt Crip,i)e 1a in office aod bope t.h.&t ha rlll check 

C!1urcb.1ll whose atU\...hJe oorar t.ill.s pt...rt.lcular utter bu been turbalt.at. &aJ 

perea,c.ory. 

10 . I u aware tha.t tU. though our dtohion i s oo tht h~heat plant ot 

eecreo,y it fDiil¥ by trNchtl"'/ be al.loriod. to leak out 1n Loodon and Y.ttsh~t.On. 

I t u rlt&l '-'> allled. aoUa.:..-rtt;;r that. •• &boul.J ba.YI ywr q.,at.b;;r aad under-

·~· 
U . I no• draw your attention t.o an article tour ditr31 aao by J . Ha.rach in 
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t.o.e • ctu-bUa.n Schoce IIOQJ.wr•. thl-1 11 .o1t c.at&.~.Llat. &tW !1!th 

col\&81\1at. 1n ch&ra.ct..r Al\4 •• ha•• tree~ tt.• or.tsln 1D Au.at.r-.U.a to a 

t aecht, an U,....Se:ILl.tic rroull ' It wae cltl1berate.ly1nt4n.decl t.o tlllbroil Autt.ralJ.a 

and t.i\t M.B.l. In raot t.J\U GovtrCMilt. hu tul.tilleJ every requ.b1Uon 

Cllld.t ln rel&Uoo to tn.e I . B.l. u.i Ol.or 101111 1n de!'tnd~ \b N. E. I. bnt bM.tt 

• ory bMvy both on 14l..Do:S and in the &ir . 1 do oot knDW whe'CJ"ler Ce.aey or 

Bodley (bia publio1 \)' Mn) &re eountor aotln41 ~1J.e ;>ro.,..on<~u . JotU"DO.liot. 

like H&r1ch , Brorne, lftJ.cktrboc:Ler atta rh4J to in.Ju:r·t t.hia cocntry 

whenever poaaiblt, aod tno ot tbe2i ar. aua .4Cc...i b7 the BrlWh Se.cur:ltv 

S.M':SOt. 

12 . Further, t.ht A. I .J!'. deoieion ~ &leo bt u.aect by fittb colurnnil tt 

to cai.Lit clitriculUee between Ch:1Aa aod ourselves . 0.1~ l-..r~eJ..y to 

Sir J'Nde.r1c.k Eci;leatol\ 11 b:rllllant. 11t.1r.c at C-hUJl6k:i.nc •• a.re on t.eru of 

tM createat t r iendahip with the Chlntll Co?e.nu:e.'"lt. Cbin& baa a.l1rt.71 1\lp}Or~ 

ad oar taph.aala upon tho i11portance ot t.ht P&cilic we.r. 1 hope you will 

try and uplain to Ho;lldn1 t.M.t Ute Preudent •s aoodwlll should not bot 

uae4 bJ Church.Ul •• 11 1 t. •ere h11 own. peraoD&l FO~rty a.l.Na~. c._aq 

bu boon aal<ed t.o OOQla.ln to Ho;>ldM but hll act.oe&q 4ooa not ap_>ear to h&•o 

been at all useful(?) , 

lJ . 'lhe whole 1ncW.eGt of the 1~418l.a.d diverdon of the A.I.F . to 

&.u-a baa been ~· 1 teel ctrt41n aa,.ell biaeel! oaJ.,y recoueoded 

the d11'trl1o.n under pruaure troo_. Cb.urchUl; kvell oad &1•~• inalst.ea: upon the 

• 1141 iapcrtance of Auot.rdia aa a ban. F1!UL11y tbo porty political (?) 

poas.Lbll.Lt.ies occur t.o a rn aat.i-Lttbour oi);ortwliete here and 11\ Lo.idon aoet 

ot -.hoa are diatru.Bt..t by the Austr&l.lAft p.ople. 1he Preaident &rd. Jfra. 

Rooh'falt •ill lenoir that. a In Oecl. GoYtrDMn.t 1s obatnacc..a 1:1'1 lt.e Oi'rGCt:tt.a 

1n nr •• ..-eu aa 1n peace . 

14. HArecb •a poleont~ul5 etuff eeeiM &lrMdy to ho.ve been repented 1n 

other ~ •• rort papera. 

lS . ttxwe .U •• -.n &:lJdO"J.S abo .. t. the Pres.1dent.1a at.U ~•· J.lr~ 

pr-oala .. ot doliveriea or d.rcr-ctt here bo.ve been sr .. t.ll wbit.t.led down bebl.nd 

hlo be.ck and i t ie f.uod t a4t. the preaeUJ•t~ of those e~ainet o l d to t he 

Paci!.lc ia aWl too at.f'.o·li • 1 onl.:f • i ab l could epa&Jc to rou in peroon 

!or WI a.H YGr;J worril4 II,.Cia.ll.7 OYWJ" tnt tid ... ~C;dq: Of our plan !o:r 

direct. co.at&ct. ai th t.he Onit.ed Stc.ua in ,lUna tor Uae prothiCU.t.ion ot t.oe •ar· 
Chu.rcbUl 1a ela.bora w arocbinery bee j)X'ovontoc1 ua fro• ID•tt.Lnc: tJl.• Un!t.ad Stotee 
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as a partne.r on any Council or Co!Ui t tee whatever . 1'1e feel that tho 

President cannot understand how much diffiwlties have thereby incr eased . 

We simply cannot he.ve our aims r ego.rding r einforcements deterill.ined by Churchill 

who i s so unsympathetic o.nd hostile to the Labour movecent . 

admired Churchill ' s stand against Hi tler fro01 19JJ to 1939. 

I have alm1,ys 

But it is esaont-

ial t hat ~e should have the backing of yourself o;nd others i n v.ushington . 

16. Please excuse this f r ank message . I OJD sure t hat you unaerztand 

tha t it or igina tes in deep adciration and va lued f riendship . 

17. At pr esent we are informed of decisions and hLve li ttle or no 

effective voice in their making . Yet we ar<> an allied country Ythose contrib­

ution and l osses proportionataly are far greater than o.ny other Dominion or 

even the United Kingdom. The President should r eali s e that t he only basis 

of democratic control i s participation by all in general plan. As it i s main 

adviser s l ead ua from one disaster to another. Greece , Cr ete , !lal eya , 

Singapore were typical examples of the Munich mind , a combination of conservat­

ism, incompet enco and decept ion, valour . I t is not only Austr .. 11a I SJD 

thinking of but your country and Britain which I love * I left 

the Bench here to help in the ?linning of the war . I havo no other object 

in life. I am * ed that r:e must r apidlY improve the machinery of 

allied co-oper ati on or disaster ,,ill occur . 

EVATT. 

*mutila tion 
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PRIORITY 

Fr<llill AUSTRALIA 

To: A(fi;AII. 

llo . ?J6 Se...;.,teonth 

Warch l? , 1942 

648 .1. . 11 . 

General MacArthur and party arrived Australia today 

expected arriYal llelbourne Sunday via rail rroa Alice Springe. 

Have read to Prime l.liniater and confinoed by lett e r authorized 

statement regarding arrival General WIC/.rthur and his asswopt ion 

o! coa:Jand United States t.rsy Forces here and Preeidente auggeetion 

hie nomination to SUpr- Allied Coaaand. Prime ltinister en thus-

i.asti cally concurred with suggeatione and approved. Will llCt 

pr011ptl7 and agrees ll&lce aillultaneoua announcement with Washington 

and with this headquarters . Danger ot leakage ie oerious it 

announcenent delayed . Requeot urgent cable GilT for s illultaneous 

release troa liaohington Canberra and this headquarters l(elbourne. 

Also &l1J' specific r ec.,..ndationa ~ ~ announcement , It. io 

arranged that we will noti.ty Pl'i>:e llinister as t o time and suggested 

tol"lll ot announceaent, 

Brett 

Franklin D. noc••••lt klbrP•Y 

DECLASSIFIED 
riQO OIR. • .c· .P c ~, 2"1~8) 

IJ<it ..... 1-l- . tt 

Sip>atu:e:._ Wi;4t!~ 
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WAaHINO:TON 

IIEIIOIWIDIJll FOR GlliERAL WATSQ;a 

llarch l?, 1942. 

'Ille Chief of Sta.r! thought that t he President would 

like a copy of the attachod cablegram, 

l Incl . 
Copy of e&ble frcoa 
Auatrali.a to A(J;{AR 

()-l?-42) 

~Li>j~L--. 
DIIIOh'T D. EISUiHOiiER, 

Brigadier General, 
Aaoiotant Chief of Stat!. 

Frt~ ' . 

DEGti·.~.B!dEIJ 
(.-~o ell:. . 
ret .. /. -1-'f. - tt 

t LU: r;tl") 

S1gnature • .(filf o/211:~ 
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ana .., (-..tU.a\ .. .,._,-) ~ ••ia .- pMOl' •114 d . .o ot aue.lord1af \bl 

n. ot ~1,..\ tna \M ual\ .. MAt•• tor e.xll\laa au.n"Uu r ...... 

'h.U.C u-. .. , ._.,._.. lat.o ~ tM Ckloh o! ftatt ru I d \ M \ 

1.M ,....,..U• ...u w ·r ,,, .. -.ttu\.U4taa u..t J..Hrtua ,,.,.,.,. ...u• 

.... M &lllll7 V.lael &a \M ·~ t1T1ai• rl~ U.a _,. U,..-1~. 

care. 
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THC WMITC HOUSC 
WASHINGTON 

~rm;w ro::t 'll!' f" nr. •rr 

(' ~' . 

I hl~ to IU.:~ert.•r Ct.e.,- ant 
&dvi ,e-4 h1ln of yo\l.r dec;tdon r.;;ard.Ln1: the 
at.t.ached co.ble fr"'O!! the PriM ~ t.n lo lr . .. vu., aa toll• • : 

1. Thl'- &n a.dditiOI'Ilol. io..J r i OM I·trte.ion "''I.lld be •t~nt. to Au.trilla uncoo:.:.U.1onAll.1. 

: . •'hat. tt. rr.~err.. ' • c:-ld.n&l !'",.. ... 
•n~ upnuln..• ~.1: r..nxiet1 bout u .. ..U.ddlt tut. Al'l4 hopln& UtAl t.M Au1trallan t.hieion 
~ould recu.ln there ,_ood, 

3- btt. t.be d.c1doa Nr-..rdin the 
m.Yt~:n. of thh 1rd Au;tr~~otit..n Div1•1on to 
/u&.t.r .Ua 111111t be det~~ned b7 Pr1IM U.n.hur Cion in. 

1W :t L. 1!01'1([>.:1 



.. 
WAR OE.P"ATMENT 

OFFICE OF THI CHil, OF STA,P' 
WAf.HINOTON 

•• exprea·ed 1n l:r. (".u-t1~:.'~ .. au • , I reeoa:&lr.d t.Mt ~ t"nited 

St.& tea , as a r:.t.t.ter o!' polie71 oo ..:1 1.0 a~d1tlo:-.al .A.:<r!eA%2 Dh1t1on 

t.o .AuatraU., rltbdrarln our rNvJo.u:!ll)' JJtplied cond1tion t.t..at an 

equal at.r-r nrt.h ot Australian troopa be left. in tho ~lddle E4ct. 

Our orir~rAl propo&G) WGI booed On reeotnition of the f act. 

t.ha.t the eo~on rood ahoult QUJ.do our oot.1ono and thot tho hpend.ln& 

aituation 11'1 the (!ddle East conatitut•a a crit1cal tcrcet to all the 

United Powera. By aupplTir-t tn.lted S\.at41 ab.1pp1n;o !or the ..OYeli:4nt of 

t-.o FriUah D:h"ia.iou !rca t.he llnited Un.:C:oa to t.J:e D.c:cile :;&at, and 

b7 80'fil:.P two Vnit.ed St.&t.ea D1v1dor.a t..o tl:.e Soutt.•~•t Pae.!!'ic 1D lleu. 

:;ew Zt-aland Di ... isioo, iaDc.dil.te &.Dd et.ror. re1~orco::u~t. t.o that. aerlou.c-

ly t.hreot.ened area 1rould have botl'l accoiiJ)lilt.e.J wit.t.out na6ien1top the 

polliUon or A.uatro.ll-a and No• Z(!aland . Tbo tot.al ~'1d.cUe East rci."iforec-

1:1 nt. thnt. coulo. have been real.hed un·1er our proponed nrre.nt;e~tcnt oxcood11 

b) dx D1v1e1ons (l'lpnN~autol> 1~0,000 ern) t~t •hleh eoulc! of.htn··wit:e 

t• aceompli:hed. 

- 1-



br1.q-".z:.' llae \M!..r OhhJOCJa. ~ ruult ct a~o~t"A 1uh\.Uctl ~4 

be t.o atn-nrt.l to \bt SoutJ-.. at. Psc!l'ie U'U bJ ho dh111CJM: t\ t.ht 

•xpuae of H<Chlco1tl • U t w&l. ~1ddl• t.ut. f&l'1'1ltin b)' twin t.h!a 

lt.T'Cncth (80,000 .. n) , u th• Drit.hb abipplnt requJrN ror U.o nturn 

ot c:u c troop• could ot.her...-iae be U¢ed for \.he \l'al\l~rt.atlo.n of 

~izltoreeunt.a troa t.tt. OaJ.ted l.l:led•· 

It •~• abo be ru~tered ~" th. .,.....tf!U 9'J"'PCsed ca!l. 

on.l7 be •.<!• If •Prro.xiaat..l.r )6 cure w•••l• &1't \.&1.•• ott lADrio-L-.M 

n;u or ..,... npplb4 t'roa tr1\1a.l:t ~rc ... 

-~-



• IIR. PRESID!liTt 

~"' \ y , r . 

The Auot.r.ll.an Prl.u IUnilur, the Honoureble John 

OU.rt1n, ha.1 requoat.d •• to convoy to rou the tollowinr, me1aage,-

•1. 'f'he Collft()nwealth GovorNutnt are of the opinion 

that attack• on Port Moresby roUowed by at.t.Acks on t.be r_.at. Coaat. or 

A\lltral1a or New Caledonia llfl;)' take place ahortly. 

2. SUch attaeko will. Wldoubtodly bo elllTied out by a 

terce i.t>.cludinc carriere and tnnaporta. 

) . JaJ)f'.nttae force• already occupy forward baaea on tho 

North Co&.at of New G\llJ\.eL1 in addition to Qeeao.to. lCeeoa and P.abau.l . 

4 . £rldence accu:::r.Jlat.ea that Ra~ul 11 be.1n.s coneoll ­

dn.ted at> a autearlne bftao. 

S . 'l'hl aboTe aoYea c:.ould bt oore satlafactori-ly 

countered 1f adoquato naval. forcea, includin& at. lenst two carriere 

end aub::.arinea could be; baaod nearel" for a period . 

with air cover and warning o.nd would shorten the distance from eu..pplica 

1. We wiah to auve the Prelidoot t.h.et we hava •••ry 
ecn!ideneo in Adairnl Leary and are CCII!Ipletoly oatis!ied with OJdoti.t>.g 

naftl orp.niaUon whereby Auatnl.Lan naql rorcee are W"der hie 
opel"''ltional col!l!!la4d. 1\'e !oel , howe'le:r, t.hat Ad.rd.n.tl Leary .,ould be 80 

:auch a.ore 1n a position to atl"ike effeetin blows at the Japt.l\ele tor<::el 

1n thla arM, it he Md at least the addit.ional torcet aentioned 1n 

Puagr•ph 5 above, eel)i'Oially 1f they were o~ratln.g t"roa a beae 

with!A ~tate coa:and tut • • Tenture to put tol"''Qlrd this requeat 

directly through you.• 

March 20th, 194? . 
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THI! WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

11~ IIJ~ r.DI.Ili roa 
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.AlAII!l.AL KIIIO 

C£. ,flUL .1.11!101.0 

T) mTY AIIIJ LT7 II R.t.Y. .& 

!f"'...lOJ!atml. 
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Dear Mr . Hopkins , 

A uaTRALI AN L EGATION, 

W AeH I NOTON, 0 . C . 

lluoh 30th, 1942 

Dr. ~o:vatt has directed JnG to fort~ard to 

you a COif'./ of the enclosed telogr1111 whicn he has 

rocoived froou Austr alia settinfl out t he views of the 

Australian and New Zealand Gover~nts concerning the 

proposal to establish u Southwestern Pacific and a 

Southsrn Pacific area. 

Dr. Evatt hopes to have the opportunity 

of discussing this matter with you in the near future. 

Mr . Harry L. Hopkins , 
The r.hite House, 

Washington, D.C. 

Yours sincerely, 

/R~ u:ii 

~ 
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I it* 

l'JJ.~/2'1/3/47 1 

06}0/;'9/3/ 1.2 

tor the. d h '1•1ou or PJe1t1o t'hu.t.re 1111.0 a So1.rtJ!a ,.,., 

P· cl!l.c to t4V' vl" Clt<u-.r~l ' curl.l \11' trDt: " Sou•btrn hdC1o 

.,... c1r ot.ly .a....e:r a.'l~>ton. C:lal"'t• or ~;t. tr b&•• 
~ 

co:sa1o1tro~ th~• ,~r~ul./.,_ the I • • • 1 ·A Od'¥f~ttt ' • 

o"'- rn\.~ •ad. b.ln . .u.:telU~ U.• "ol.lo-taa r • poM11 

~" oo.~t• of th• :'r i M t~r.J rteT or ... ., ¥:e- L c.(.l uad' ur1• 

thr:t rollowtq ._t!dltl ('l)ll ooa.sl d.•r UMI •c uan. t.b.• ~ro;.o.-

tM7 t ft •U iatAr-•:peDC•'\ DU fl"'O• n .._ry tJ.licU. of 'l' lh 

-.t lse ooGaLdel"M t,.o,p'\M -r. IQ.•tl" <~ lla.a l lao of co.-

ot t.nJ :,tQ 90 n'\e tln•eatt~taed eta bt\ et:tteted •• Ot-C.I MJ'71 
Dodo 

2. 1or ,..., • • ut. ~'L ta U. atO't'a re..,or\. u .,.. 

op oHd \o \b.• pro.,.O•'~~d &.1.'f l ll1 n e r \.h• P• oLrt.c \b-. LN 

J n'l-ol YJ.a& \b• M}lt r tlaa of 1\d\.J' lla t i'OII f•• ' .. laac! 1il i 



(2) 

a an Ia• C l~doale . 

!l :m :m t b :!. • U " •tt•.m • 

.) . ~h.i"t'll or r .... r! h 't "l•n '"'·~nt b f!t' t.be rol.low!lls 

~d(.i~i~l ~ts~rY t. l n• wb~e~ ar a co~-un~ eat..d tor your 

1nfoY'ut.1oll n.'! Cor 1 1acuu11111 .. ub tb» - blaod Chief• 

ot stt.rt or tdnir"l t:1n1 u aro;lro.,riah s ra1inas 

'bl la •dberiA& to t bo _-r o, onla Kl r ... d)' ucte b)" 

tb" \.ov< rtl\o o t t' t•• a r<tr .;li• a c! ~ .... ~ .. l-a d for t.ha 

er . t .. O"\ o' " It ::.l, c • re ,.......~o httr \.h11n •hat. \.!.'now 

toruli ln '·h• Pnc.lfi c rh l : L vut lr~e~lT ·m•.ar 

th~ eot~. nJ o( th. 'l • • !" ~·f .< o~' mart •1tb " .,1•• 
to C'UmL'int; t la .;.%" •'I. ilt ~Ot•(!•ntr- t t m ot ZtUUt Mnl 

t'or oas t ~h,.. r l ;,ht • 1 , r u '\..1:. • · Tbi 1 or eouuo •ou1•· tnvo 

invQlv. •batn.l Ol r 11a!'ord1a roroo (eocnrhl.Jii •1 •• uolt•• 

fro~ llitA ana nos b.f.Nd 011 1'\•q:-•n Ua) l.ein1 .;heM. vn"iw 

thl' c-:n ·,.Di! o!' •<.!airu ~ey. ntle. 

thh :.es u , a lla:s bun rapotn\ o.' t o tbe f'r1mc­

llln1.a\ r or li•• o•l.~lld . 



My dear Mr . Pres i dent, 

Ritz Carlton Hotel 
New York City, 
April 5t h . 1942 . 

I have had an enforced f ew days in New York wait i ng for a 
Clipper t hat has been delayed . 

You ~Y perhaps r emember that I mentioned , when I had my 
farewell meeting wi th you, the possible necessity of more money 
bei ng spent in tha Middle East on Intelligence and Secret Opera­
tions , end you were good enough to suggest that additional money 
for these necessary purposes would not be impossibl e to find. 

I have seen Colonel Donovan on several occasions in New York, 
and I find that tentative arrangements for close coll abora t ion 
between the American and British Intelligence and Secret Operations 
in the Middle East and el sewhere are al ready in hand . I have 
d i scussed t he subject quite ful l y with Col onel Donovan and hi s 
officers, and I bel i eve that (s ubject to your approval) the pro­
posals can be made quite fruitful . 

Fortified with t he knowledge of Col onel Donovan ' s mind , I 
hope to be able to advance t he mat ter at t he London end. I believe 
t hat Colonel Donovan will put the proposals up to you at an 
earl y date. 

I ful ly expect t hat t he money side may frighten the people in 
London a good deal, parti cularly from the f ac t that actual gold 
wil l be needed . I hope ver-y much that you may be able to help 
on this side , as you were good enough to suggest. 

I look forward to communicat i ng direct with you when I 
reach Cai ro . 

With all good 11ishes a nd deep appreciation of your personal 
kindness to me, 

The President of the United States, 
The White Hous e, Washington DC . 

I am , 
Yours s i ncerely , 



THE WHITE HOIJSir 

W ...... IHGTOH 

llay 2, 1942. 

IIEIIORAIIOOII FOR 

CAPTAW llcC!\!:A 

Will you telephone to Dr. 

Evatt nna tell him I shall be 

del1Shted t o have llr . Smith 

attend the Pacific War Council 

e>oe t1ng next week OJld that I 

hopo he will have a pleasant 

voyace and I eount on see1n& 

hia on his return? 

F . D. R. 



• 
Dea r ur . President' 

Av e T flt ,.,L IA1"4 L. coATION , 

W A 8 " 1NCTO N . o.c . 

April 27th, 1942 

AIJ you are awar e , the Commonwealth Government 

desires =e to visit the United Kingdom to conrer with 

Ur .Churehlll And other ce~ber3 ot tha Briti sh Government 

ond services , and I have now arranged to leave within t he 

couroe of t he next day or ao . 

lb" .A. V. &Uth , who specially acco-mpanied 111e on 

my mission t o thin country and who was also to accoopany 

me to London, will now r emAin i n l'inshi.ngtoo Wltil my :return 

ond 1 would appree1ato your aequiesoneo to the proposal that 

he ohould t..cke iitf pltl.ee on tho Pacific War Co\ll'lcll as a 

repr esentRti ve of the Auet~li~n Govern~nt until ~ return 

fro= the United Ungdom. ib' .Stldth has 8 good knowledge or 

the Auatrali.a.n defence pOsition n.nd onjo)':s the complet·e 

confidence of tho Governoent. 

The Honorable Franklin D. RooAevelt , 
Proaident ot the u·ntted States, 

Washin.gton , D.C. 



-
THE WHIT& HOUSit 

WASHINGTON 

lla.y 16, 1942. 

IIEIIOJWiDUll FOR 

Til£ li!IDER SECRETARY OF 6TATB 

Will you be £ood enouah to 

pr epare a reply t o <h• enJloa&4 

aeua&e troa tbo Prue IUnil ter 

ot ~~ 1D conjunetlan •lth 

General Marahail and £oa1r~ ~~? 

' . D. h . 



THE: UNOE:R S!CR["fARY Of' STATE: 

WASHINGTON 

Mo.;r 15, 1942 

l!y dear llr . Prea1c1ant : 

I am tranamltt1ng horawlth a ••••as• 
o.dc1raaaad to you by tho Primo M1n1ator of 

Auatral1a which has juat baen handoc1 to ma 

bJ the Australian Charg6 c1•Atta1reo. 

Would you let me know it you desire your 

repl y to be .. nt by tha Dopart znent or Stato t 

Bal1eve .,. 

j 
Encloaura : 

?roon Australian Legation, 
M&J 14 , 1942, with encloaure . 

The Pr .. iden t, 

'.t'ha Wh1 to Bouae • 



~y doer kr. Proeidont: 

DEPARTMENT Or STATE 
WASHIHOTON 

llay 1:: . 194:! 

I enGloeo a eo==un1cat1on datod ~1 9, 1942 rrom 
tho Australian Legation trane~tting a moeeage t r om tho 
Honorable John Curtin, Prime Min1e tor ot Australia, 
expresalna his apprec i ation tor your uasage regarding 

Dr. EVatt ' • vi sit. 

Encloauro: 

From tho Auetralian 
Legation. 

The President, 

~ Wblto House. 



, 
~~­
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A veT#I 4 1.1AH Le:o.-.T t O N, 

W A S HINOTO H, D. c . 

IIIII' 9th, 1942 

Australia, the Honourable John Curtin, to convey to 

you the tol~ing messaget -

• I ac grateful for your ce&sage 

ooncorning Or . £vatt1 s visit. It ie 

oddit1on&ll.T grati!YJ.ng to loam t hat 

hlo firs t hand contact rlth you has been 

usel'ul in enAbling you to aee the pos i t ion 

in the Southwest Pac.i!"ic area more cl.ee.rly. 

I would express ~ persona1 thanks 

tor all the assistance ~~d help tbst han 

been extended to Dr. Evatt, in entlbl.i.ng 

hia to present to you and to your 8dviaora 

t ho viewpoint of the Coc:aorotealth Govern-

c.ent . • 



• 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

llay 20, 1942 . 

ILE»ORMlDUM FOR 

;.r,.IIIRA L KlNC 1 

Do you w1mt to o.., sou ething 

about pu t t ing 'Clte adt. ltionu.l parat;raph 

1n tho • ess&ge to Curtin? 

Pl ease return r or ay riles. 

F.n. R • 



Yay 19, 1942 

lily dear •·r . rre;Sident: 

In accorJance with the r oquoa t con\alned in your 

memoranJum t o mo of l:ay lG to prepare, i n conjunction 

wtth ~onoral Arshall and .mlral 'lnG, for your a p­

~roval a reply to the .oaaaze Atdrosaed to you under 

da te o!' 'a7 14 'by tm •r!.i:lo ~ lnietor o:: ;.uatral1a, • 

a:a a'J.b:ai ttin,: horowith a au.:; eated -oosa....o to be unt 

by you in rovl:r to ~. Curt.n ' s coo...un1cat1on. 

n is au.,. oa ted reply was drat'ted, at my request , 

by General ~arahall and l<dmlral Kin 1nas,.,uch u tho 

questions t a ken up ln ·~ . Curtin ' s coaaa0e wer e pr l ­

marlly a111tary ani! n aval . 'lbe a:ossaze ao pre;~ared 

see:= to o t o .oet the altuatlon. .1111 you let c e 

know l t l t moeta with JOur approval? I!' so, I ahall 

r oquoat the Australian Lega tion l n ./ash l flLton to tor­

ward l t t o L'r . Curtin, 

I am l i kewi s e enclosin a copy of Admiral , in ' • 

letter t o • ot' L'a:;r 17, 01 wllich th11 las t .,ara.,.ra.,h 

The Proalden t , 

l'he ·•bito l!ouao. 
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mq eear~ t o you to merit eone1c1ara t1on, 

Dal1ave me 

mea . 
7o L r . ·•elles !'rom 
Ac1miral ~ in.:;, S-17-1~ , 
w.:.tt. enclosure ; 

To Pres 1c1ont !'rom 

S lll.ll~ WELLES 

Prime • 1n1eter or .uatralla, 
...,_~,-~ ... . 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

General Douglas l-1acArthur 

By Safe Hand 



THE WH ITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

Dear Douglas : 

June 2, 1942 . 

Bill Clark, an ol d friend of mine , is headi ng back your way and I just wanted to eend t h i s l ine to tell you t hat you and our forces i n Australia are much in our t hought s . I wish I could have a chance to see you in person. I am ~oinff everything I can t o keep t he f low of supplies going fon1ard to you . On the home front t he pr oduction i s i ncreas ing well on the whole , and reasonably up to the program except in two or three i t ems . Shippi ng i s , of course, our greatest need. 

It l ooks ,a t t his moment, as if the Japanese Fleet i s headi ng toward the Aleutian I sl ands or Midway and Hawaii, with a remote possibi lity t hat it may attack Southern California or Seattle by air. 

I have telegraphed to Mr . Curtin suggesti ng t hat he come to \·fashington to see me this summer . 

My beet to you . 

Always sincerely , 

General Douglas MacArthur , Australia , • -



A uaT"ALfAI'f L t!:OATION , 

W A .... INOTOI'f, D C 

I 

June )rd, 19.42 
··<" 

Dear Mr. Prolident, 

1ntor•t1on and bpr es&iona •h1oh Jhould, I think, 

be COIM'IW\ioe.t&d to you uu eoon •• ponlble . 

In particular, the Prize Winiater, 

throu&h • in relatioD to tba war acai.nat Jsp&n 

a.nd thel"' are one or tw-o vi 14l atj)4tota of tl:de 

the&tr6 or WAr which I desJ.re t.o placo urgently 

bt!oro rou. 

I propot:e to IM•• for A\lllt.r&lla 1n the 

•uy neu tut.ure - probebl.7 to.ra.rde the end or next 

My d.•ar Mr. President, 

ThAI Honour .. blo 

Fre.nkli.n D. Rooanelt, 

President ot the United States, 

Waahinpon, D.C. 



• 
THE WH I T E HOUSE 

W ASHIN GT ON 

.Tune 9, 1942 . 

'A.. 
lil:.l!Ofu,!<DU!J FOR GENERAL ~.JARSI.J.ALL :{ 

Will you speak to me about thi s ? 

F . D. R. 

Letter from t.1r . Evatt. to the Pres i dent 
June 7th rc urgency of Sf:lnd ing Jn . Arnold 
and Adr::iral Leahy to Australia . 



au7tAil~ ~ 
\# (~ 

THE WHITE HOUSE ~._A 
WASHINGTON \ \} 

June lu , llJ4~ . 

You s;.id you W<>lltco to t ... t.e tnis 

up ~' i th the Puc ific Cour.c il todu~ . 

l) • 
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OJ'liCf 0. '!'Itt U CAB!il' T 

CRU1' GI1JI o• ST . 

ass • -l 

~7 t:<t: ' 1.AY 1942 

'ear Jr . rv tt, 

It 111!t.7 'be of n.ui~t.ance f..oth to you ~n.:. to us 1! 
I &et dcnm on paJ'Ior "be ,.lne!J'Ill). reiNlts rhi"'h hl\vo for hen J ro~ your 
dlsc\l.·al.orls · U.t> the Pr.ut. ''iniltf'r • M the t"r C1'tb1net. Theae ree·1ltcr 
hwe Mt 'h"'eD acn.ltv~ ~thout. Moriflee ou the pArt of ~th '.'t.jtusty 13 
r.ov•mt~~"nt in tho Uni•~ Kinnio""l, t-•lt tn.i.a na.crll ice iot illlnd)' 1111.ae 
in tho full ep1Ti t or brot.herh'MXl "nd in rcco~i t.lon of tho t'U port hlch 
th~ mothPr country h.A,: r•c 1vl', rroo Wlfrlll.ia . 

(1) ~l*hourh IUf!t.rnlin, ror::tin .. P\rt or the !-'outh ed t. P".ciflc. 
';11"815. , 1 ithin u,.. fi1'!t'e or UnHMI St. t.fte Jtr.li"f"RiC reFPcn i"'L.li'ty 
1t it: t.hf' "lr:~ tnt11nt lOl of [Jle ·1 jt'eh•' 11 CovPrro .. nt i n the Uni<ted .• i.n JCIQ 
t':l'·d thl5 ·lrc\l"'' .. t.t~.nc-t~ lll n()t. \n ny 1"'\Y lettc"n tl't·lr rernd for 
!IStnt.lhn 1nt,.r+• s n:. U1elJ' solLeitu...e fer h,.r r~-.r,..tv. Intttl•tu~tLonl!l to 

L:,lo etf,.cl t·• 'f' ~ .. n "et.• to Fif'ld 'lul!!hnl .. ir JoLn ill , And ~.f'! MB -,.,ef'n 
tol<l to"""""~ '"*' Hnitl'd ft.J.t"'B (..hietE. o •· Et .. · r for'"' "!".U'"lr\C'Afl ·hi.f 
~""~r,... Ul r- t.'\.(ct. to cu. uro th~ .s , ... c.tv of •w ~r •in . hlt 1e in 
.. ·cot'd 1.t.il U1.e st::rtc1·nt. Dll.dt~ b'-> th& .,. C .. btn~t. to -rr.rnl •.rah c:tW"il'l" 
hi: ~ac nt vi~it, ~~ t tb~ l~n ~ntoh n~ ,~onor~ r.aG acc~nteo on thft 
underst :uin~; th1t. deoun.te roreru :1uz:t • ._, t:.lloc..'lt.eti t.o ,.. lo -ur.t"' tl'le 
tnt HC'" ot .... r~...lia enS tho 1 l: n:- bt1fl,..fl conr.nctinr t..it .. t cr-untr)' U.n the 
nitcd ~t.3.tee . 

( ) r . rh,lrehLU r ... llrrtn..-d , 
oUo in und,.rt.ll..dn • ·•ivrn to the 0 rim.c 
~ nl t.~ 1n 1•h t.o .. •'P.'"'"--'" of' t.h,. 11th u•u 

n· ·*' .r C 
ltinict.er~ .of 
t lQL~..; : 

bin r1 orrac J the 
ut~t,.,.li" nd re, .. 

"!.j horcv r eont.r::-,ry to prw..enc• ,,,g ael' - in" ·· ~t, J ll'"'!l t'lt. about 
inVJ~t.dint Aw._tl"11.-\io. or lltn "M.l n on " h.rrt> tu::.•t.lA , I tt.: vr ':!•· l"rlloit. 
t\ 'thorll-y o"' tho C!tb1n~t to aFnw-,. ··ou th'lt n u~oul1 thr·n ut. our lost~ee 
ln thl'! '!edtt~rrrmr-•n ~ flroc~"etl t.o ycur n1•! 1 "'"crtr,•·1n~ "'Y~"-r 1n "Nttt 
e,;cn 1 only thn jotnr.:!P t.nd !'ee-.dnro ol t h 1 lr.h Otl 'P"hi:h \.11 trrn· :s" . 

0) P~co'>~i !.n., th• n ~d tor nco lflM tlnr. t.h~ non of .. r""" uiJl"l'*'nt .. o 
us!r..lill1 to .Jc4' oorJ dflot1ciln·~l"l!l 1 Hi~ '!tdr-sty' li r:overt:J:rnt. tn the 
tnit~ •~lnrt.:OQ h•v,. \61\ rrt..zl.'.:en Lo ar,~u~ delivrr<J or l'"h.1p ~nt in J·m or Jul·t 
o" tho L"\J<O'I"'t.J.n'" '!!l""l~·nt ,.,.,~ttd uoan tr· your!'l,.lr r.o 'b•. LyH ... l~n. ""t:i!l 
cr'' f'nt 1 rm" ~llrht uil'linu~ Lor. o"' '\!'atnl:Y'n<t-,. in uh .,-n,.nt -o,.tl'! , t-!Jt 
it i. h"' !nt"J.tior. ot nt-. I .~ .... t. I'\ r;O' .. ~rn:o- u Jn u ~ Unitlld . 1Jl("l10el to 
do t~:ir u-t.:"'oc• ~ r-n "'W'e U•n.t ·:h f!t 1dr'lT1• nt leb f'l.; · n·-.Ui n oref n Med 

f .. twJ .,~nt. to thl'l . , ~"t.•l st• & ·, o b.-f-u :u1 .. tll continu" t.c l~ t<~ t:h 
('I • up thfl htr!l'! ~, .. o erlc•tn Cf'uim,.nt .. esivn,u. •o tuttt"l'l itt. 

( ) in llT, c.t. »:.- ir t•JHl o'" the Pl'b 'id t r ls ""jf'~tv•e cw mmrnt 
in nfl lntt"d Kin 01:1 hr v1 .;h·clc:.f.'d t.o JUiopt e f"eL"'l -bn or h" lr u -or I 
cot rt .. lifl, uruiftr .,hl"'h a inr. o" thrH c .iU' t··Q r- w rona . co;-,•1l,.t~ !.t.h 

h 'T"":ft, t <' o1' t.hP t U!lrJrone t\fl!l1n o:-•l\1 o\w.~ rnll.~n lr forn" !lUO onf' ovr.l 
1 r 0""''", .. 111 be U: ~ !.o u::tr'll Ll. in • convo;r 11"· vinr in +:.hfJ l21 cUe. of 

Jun• nJ 1.ll be 1uU;1 D"lint.1.ln..O . rhl &S'()Itolnl rr!..n•orc !'l nt o •ttll .. 
,. t bll :,ACt un.dronrs in cr-t~" 'I" ond c.l'o·•eo 1J17 aeolrr• nt o·· .. i!"or !t 1'bir!1 

~ raa~ h 'tli od in-'t!O!II, o:- ,-: 1 "'h ty t>C\tt«< or Ultl" 1ta. 
.ro:t •hf'l' ou•out o" .. bfl Un11.f'i + tt!l or 'l'lEH'4o • II i. n t'X N 1on n U.o 
.Jtu.; ~.,, !. houl Ht111 ~01 h ~ t. ,. CC:Uht.ri S o l:t tr~ 1.1.d .-111 

:"'0 f'O~ ... o:--y .,., -r"dr !'f!-• ·rin1 t:. "'l "l d~ by 1~tr 1tl. in .. f:' I 1 ·rW 
c U!' • DECLASS t r!tD J 1 

8)' AUtbo:· i ty or&1Z'C* OUf'l' jp,.,.r,..lv , 

A I/,', -'~ ., (.aJ.) . r .. I"" ~' . u@ ~~ ·hl,.f o r• • teo t.h '.J1! t. T or 
n I et': •o 

~r !JtL t~:• FEB 8 1972 ' • 
t ,t!l"!n, 1-i " ' 
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T'bo Auutrilla.n Gov rrutcnt. reprrt>llnt.t'!t.ive I!Ud Bdt.iob Consul 

at Portur,ut•li• T'il:".or, t.t.r. f..oo.t~, rt"t.unwd to 'u.utr• .U!' NI'CC"ntl.y . !e h"'a 

11da ,. cecret. report. to t.hc Co.::i'.lQn•·eft.lt.h GoVT rn nt. on th:r nltul'ti.on 1n 

Porlu«U~tlft TJ.mor, end t.h~ follo"intr n\LI!DI'lcy o" t'hie :-c,ort hlla b.,• n 

tdcJ!raphed by the Juatrdir-n Ulnil~r for '!'::lcturnlll AC'!'tlir:l t.o the 

;\U._ t.r11l1.an UinisWr, Wo.shint,"ton; 

"i'•lltlD the J•JXWcCI) lttnd:ed on Febh&ery lqth, nud>er tto indopf!ndmt 

C0111l)tlny I .I .P . Y."t\re disponl!d raong.ot. the lil01Jnb•in& t.o the \"Pr;t or DUll , 

•l'ler-e t.~.,..;· could bottQr e:plo)· orrenah'o gucl'"lll<~t tactics ,,~·erein Uvy had 

bef"n epeclnlly trfined . 

The J pt~noco lr-nded " force of lllll.rinu ttld :soldlorv .G ,OOO •trong. 

J. Dutch unit. or About 600 troop&, most.l,y nl'tivt~~5 r. trc"ted to the mount"'.lnll 

rrom ttte torn rlthout drofendinr it "'nd rrr,d\u!ll,}• d1~interrFted . 

The J.uatrl"lh:.m;, Y"it.h aaple l'.mr.n.mition "nd food !'lrppH C'-'11 in the 

1ntor1or or the 1t.:l•nd1 ber~m I;Uerilla wnrtc.re .oot·ain t t.he ener;;y , T-h~ir 

1'1-bv!Sltes P.nd raid$ •tertl ro ouceoed'ul t.Mt tho J~panose eol\12i!'ltJ found they 

could not C:OVI) into U\e bush wit.~out ri.ek or oor1oue lo:ss~t . In the u riod 

March to June the J"pan~:-:e lost fl minimum of 250 killett , ••hil~ one #u~ tnlir.n 

we.a "''Ounded . Th., on~~ t.hot'cforc h now prt~eticU-l.y eonfint-d to DlUi, 

l""vint" tbl) ¥1holo of tho ArC~" bet'n'Ofin DW.1 nnd t.he t outh cof'et in the hand~;. 

or ow- p.-trola . 

Through ~. Roa:: the J panese t.#ice errkod the AuG~lil'ln:" to 

::u"T{ndt r , but t~& ot::r force '1\'tle p:r"'Cticol.ll• inf,JIIIet, ttad pro•e<l itself rupPrior 

to the Japo.neso on ,."eh oeeaeion whe.n eonUct fii'B LlB.de, and na.. 1rell rufJplied 

with IJ.lli!IW11t.ion t~nd food, eurrender ~as not ser iously conddorod . 

OUr troopr:~ o:.eentLlle erta.bllshed eo;:wun1cst.1on1 includinR J•e.dio 

communic~tlon , 'I'd th Austrillo . Sup•'lli•o 11'f"l"O dropped by Pircrnft rnd c&rr ied 

Pcr or;s the Timor Sea by boct. 

Before the JftJ)(II'ICOO antvPd1 tho Au&t r".lian troopn IDl ds f'r-1t nc!:1 Of 

tbe nntiVO$ . t~otbinp Y:B-8 obtained t ro111 thea without ~t; the;r 1Jf'1"& .not 

ill tr0-f"t.o4 in .my rtcpc.ct r>_nd to their gro.,t. lfOndcr r.cro f'ttO.Op;nised ru. humUl 

beinra Md U!oir aalutatioos acknowledt·od ~nd rot.urnod. 1'ord ,:preod ftbo\lt t.he 

\ 
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ial#ltld that the hustr-a.lie:no t'ere rood m~n nd Ule> .,.fire t~ccordin{'l,y :iv n 

,. ~el.CO:H) CVl eywhcro. 

Th.e continued nrlt-t.onco of t.he J--untrdie:n rorcr- aP ~ fi(:htJ.n r unit., 

ttbf!!n no rood supp11on could be obt'lined rroa ''~111Y t~~ourct~n IJ)d rhtJn t ll 11'\one~ 

h~d been anent, would hAvP ~l.n U.po~uit.le without the help or "'ll Portueueae 

orficortt 1n the intnt"ior r nd the "ri(lndaiU.p end tH!!I'Ilrr tion or the n,.tivt& . 

The older Portuguue otf1c1cl.ti ere not wito.llJ• in cymp.nthy ri t.h 

s~lfl~n r egime . : fa• YOlU1£ o'~"fichlfl sre Fe.scint.s . But the bulk o! the 

Portu(uesc popule.Uon , eonnir~ting of pollticBl deportf'Ps &nd retired of'rictals , 

trrf!re triendlr •lmo,.t rlthont. e~c,.ption . 

But •herever the JapMese 1'.'· nt. thy ctole ever,rthing or vnl.ue floOd 

deetroycd the remaindnr . T ·oy never pdd for food obt.f•i ned frou the Mtivea , 

nol,.stod their women ¥tbencver pot-sible rnd geno:-A.lly beh.~ved likl" rmir.•.·l.o • 

. 'd'ta r it •as ae~n bow the Jop&llece tre ted both Portuguesl'l property 

f'rld the- nativ~a tJu~m&elve~ , neither the Portucueae o!'f'ieinlfl in the interi or 

nor the nnt1vea could do anough Cor e.n Austrl'lll'm uoldi~r . For t.hrea 1n0nth.s 

the nativa~ , toeothQT with Portuguese offici.alo, provided our troQps with 

tree food , transport lind personal tsorvice ..nd kept. our .:en inforocd of 

ev&ry JapAnese t'IOvement f''«RY !'rom Dilli. 

Conse1uently the .;.)Orc.l.e of our t.roopu iB high end t::o long es 

occc.sio·ooJ. mtJ.ll& end t~uppliee can be rece1 ved !rom Austt'ilid, the force is 

content . '1iith b('"vy r ein!orceot!nts tho Jbptmcve could oventua.lly oleer out 

tt ib force, but onl;y at t ho coat or vez-y fle ~.tere cst~Wllties . " 
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THE SECRETARY Of' THE NAVY 

WA8M I N O T0N 

All£U8t 19, 1942 

MEMORANDU!4 f'OR THE PRESIDDIT. 

SUbject: Inadequate AuatrallM..CJ'Ilsorahip. 

1. The following examples of net~a leak.& through the .lua tra:U... 
cenaorahip are ... rely i.l.luatratl\,.1 other inetencea could be cited: 

On August 12, 11:15 PV(EII'l') Frank Cuhcl , Jlutua.l Broad­
c~eting Cc.po.ey, tr.. llelboume eaid: 'A dispatch fro• l'iaehin&ton 
reports a total of around 150 vessels were uaed in the lest operation 
(SolOIOon Islel!ds) representing about 100 transports Md 50 warships. • 
This despatch wae published in the Sydney !tirror. 

In rsp)J' to General llarahalla' query, Genorol l.!acArthur 
said that the, •Locol press rocoivod two ""'ssages, one from r.tontroal 
whioh states: 'Herald Tribuna Vinshington (Bure&u) decl.aroo attacking 
neet , probab)J' ono of largest ever maased for inV><sion, perh&pe 
number s between 50 and 100 ehipo.• • It i a understood this also came 
out of London. 

The Office of Cenaorchip has no record of any such message 
1-ving the country . I t alight h&ve been telephoned to llontre&l. 

2. Another illustration of loose conaorabip ia afforded in a 
United Press dispatch tr.. Australia, also on AU£UBt 12. It referred to the 
use of parachutes by llarinee in effecting firet lendings in the Solo.on 
Iolande. It also said that no land-baaed figbter planes wero &ftilable to 
our forces and th& t they had no land-baoed bcmbers other thM thoeo of the 
Unitod Nations in the Australian zone. 

A f ew tiXAIIIplea h&ve been telaln troa recent iaeuee of The New 
York Times: 

Auguat 14• It wae revellled that three beachheada h&d beon 

established and an drfillld captured. Amaricnn strength ""' described 
as centered on a ridge on Tulegi. Tho conoor also cleared a atatomcnt 
attributed to Ne\1 Zealand sources which asaerted that our naftl forcoo 
included battleehipa, carriers, cruisera, etc. 

- 1-
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THE SECRETARY or THE NAVY 
WA 8H IN CJTON 

August 19, 1942 

August 1; 1 The Sydney correspondent of tho London 
EVening Star said the first phase of tho batUe was concluded. 

3. Speculative stories cia telined General. llacArthur' a Headquarters 
take on an authority which they would not have 1.t' they did not catT)' that 
dateline. !lany of these go into particulars. 

For exaJOple , an AP clispe.tch of August 15, S->'81 
•!>iapatehes to t.."e Laldon llrlil,r l<a.il said u.s. llarinca were believed 
to have seized the two aaal.l islands of ll&kanbo and Cavutu near 
Tulagi. • 

Anothar AP cliupctch of the aame date: • The London 
Navnl correopondent of the Yorkshire Post expressed tho belief that 
the American Marines ho.d overrun t he ms.in air!'ield on Guado.lcanal 
Island.• 

4. As lone ago as March 2 , the Secretary of the !Ia vy met with 
executives of the broadcasting chains o.nd Byron Price to meot the aituation 
high11Gbted by Martin J.ironslc;y' a broa.dcast of February 2l fr0111 Sydney in which 
be said an officer h~ Wormed him of the poor llllmlllition found in t he u. s. 
Aeintic Fleet. The cooperation of the Allorice.n companies was pledged but the 
probl.,.. r equires a broader eolution. In the Southwest and South Pacitic i t 
r equireo the very close and active pe.rtie1pe.t1on of the govornaonte of 
Aue tral.ia and II ew Zealand. 



DEPARTMENT 011' eTATE 
WA8HitrfOTOH 

Aue:us t 22 . 1942 
Mr dear Mr. Prao1dent: 

I onolooe ror your 

deapateh dated July 21, 

wl 1. T II IJI 

lnrora~opy or a 

19~2 rroa tbe Aaer1can 

Legation 

to Pri11e 

at Canberra ln rejard to 

X1n1ater Curt~o v1o1t 

)'Our 1nv1 tatlon 

lla abington. Re-

!erring to Mr. Curtin ' a sta tement that be would be 

glad to coae "ohould clroumotanoea or Government 

pera1t, • the Leg•t1on outl1nea I OGI or the c1roua­

atanooo which appear to llllka 1t d1tf1eult tor Priaa 

Xlnlater Curtin to leave Auatralia at the present 

~noment. 

Faithfully youre, 

Enoloaure: 

Fro• Legat ion, Canberra, 
dated July 21, 19~2. 

The Pruidont, 

Tha llhita Houae. 



TRlPUCATE 

Canberra , Australia , July 21 , 1942. 

• W?!S· ze' ?RP'Pl?J'WT? ' 

SubjGct : Invitation to Pr~o Minister 
John Curti n to Tiolt \Yaah1ngton . 

Tho Honora ble 

Sir: 

Tho Secreta ry of State, 
Washington . 

I ha ve the honor to refer to the Department ' • 
personal and confidential tolograo no . 189, or June 1 , 
1942, 5 p .a . , to me , direc t i ng me to deliver por oonally 
t o t ho Prioo Minister or tho Co~onwoalth ot Australia 
an i nvitation r roa tho President to vlsit Washington 
eacet1~e dur ing the next rew months, and to my tel egram 
no . JOJ , or June 5, 1942, 12 noon , giving tho text or 
Prlno Winiatar c urtin's repl y to t ho orroct that he wou l d 
bo glad to a vail h1osolr or tho opportunity or r or od by 
tho Prcaidont' s invitation "should e1rcur.aata.ncea or 
Government peroit" . 

On J uno )0 , t ho private oacretary t o t ho Price 
l.linistor telephoned the Firat s ocrotOl")" or Legat i on to 
inquire wbot hor ur . Curtin's reply to t ho Proai dont had 
boon aont and whether l t had been received at Woahington . 
Ro gave as his reason r or making t h is inquiry a report 
which they had rocolvod rrom s lr vwon Dixon which quoted 
tho Pros!dont aa having oa1d that he bod rooolYed a re -
pl y to hla invitation rrom both Soutto and Fra .. r but bad 
roceiTOd no reply rrom the Prlno 111.nlater of Australia. 
Re t •r•nG• t o the recorde ehowed that Wr . Curtln 1 & tentat 1Te 
reply bad been sent promptly, and inquiry through tho 
tolosrapb orrioo roYealad t hat the mvaoago had boon 
doliTarod to tho State De partment . I t was t hen oxplo1nod 
to Ur . WoLaohlan that undoubtedly what tb• r r•sldont meant 
waa that he bad not recelw4 an. acce ,tance troc. Mr. Curti n , 
while probablY haYi ng roooi vou-dorl n tlyo acoo ptanooa rro. 
Smutta acd rraaor . This ooeaod t o dlapol t ho apprehension 

or 
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or tho Pri mo Minie~ar r egarding any reeling which tho 
Proaidon t may have had on t he subject . 

Tho aubjoc t has not boon montionod to ce ai noa t he 
5th or June , on which daJ Prine ~iniator Curtin called 
personally and handed bio r eplJ to me , but I tool that 
it would be a ppropriate ro r me t o aot down tor the infor ­
ma tion or the Department one or two comments on •eircumatancea 
or Co•arnmant• hare in tho Comaonwealth or Aust ralia with 
whi ch Prima Winiatar Curtin will doubtless be pr eoccupied 
i n giving considerati on t o t he queetion or l eaving Australia 
at this time, In this connect i on I ahould like t o rotor to 
t be last paragraph or tbo Legation's confidential royiow or 
tba poll tica.l situation in Australia t or tbo month or 
October 1941, dated llon obar 15 , 1941 (no. 28) , i n wbicb I 
pointed out tho conditione under which cabinota a re organized 
hero l n t be CO!:ll!lonwealtb or Auetralla . ",1ba n J apan entered 
the war on December 7 , thoro waa aomo talk of ur . Curtin 
inYiting the mambara or the Opposition t o join hie cabinet, 
thue tonaing a national governcant. Thia appears t o have 
bean merely tal.k, tor Pri•m• lii niatar Curtin very quickly 
let it be known that hie Covarnmant would be a Labor Govern­
ment , and that i t would aur.ive or tall on ita accomplish­
manta aa a Labor Covarmaant. Tho Labor Party wae not pro­
pared t o share ita reeponeibil ltlae with anyone, 

The result baa beon that the Cabinet which lolr, Curtin 
or ganized in October lost continuae unchanged , u r . Curtin, 
aa Pri ma Winiatar, haa developed. Ua ie today, I believe , 
trusted and reepectod throu~1out t ho Commonwealth baoauso 
ot hie obvious aincerity, di rectneae and integrity or 
character. Uo other amber or t he Cabinet has atood the 
teat or recent months as wel l aa John Curtin. Ae poi nted 
out in t his Legation •e report above rarerred t o , Ur , Doaaloy 
and Dr, Svatt appeared to be the moat influential members 
ot the Cabinet , &aaelay , however, doee not a ppear t o have 
gr own , and Evatt would appear t o have lost r ather than gai ned, 
Tho •.:reaaurer , lolr, Chitley, has , I t hink, 1o;on public con­
fidence , Ae for the other mombora or t he Cabinet , they 
hnvo f ollowed along the road ot mediocrity which boa 
diatinguiohad their paet, There baa bean soma local gossip 
ot an intr igue within t he Cabinet on the part ot Beasley 
and Evatt, goaa1p wblch would indicate that Within t ho 
Cabinet there waa a certain aaount or disunit y . The out ­
atanding individual l.n tho cabinet who has handicapped 
r a t he r than aided Prime Minister Cu~in i n b1s conduct or 
atraira bas been ur. X. J . Ward, Mi ni ste r tor Labor and 
Nat ional Service , wr. \ford , in Parl1uent end out or 
Pa r liament , baa car ried on a campaign tor the nationaliza­
t i on or the coal-mini ng induatry end banking, a direct 
contradi ction to the policies or his leader, ~. curtin. 
I t there has been any criticiam or ~. Curtin a1nco ho took 
ottice it has been that ho has not rid hicaol~ ot t hia 
member or his Cabinet who has given activo encoura0ement 
to labor elemante to use the present emergency t o obtain 
politi cal ends , 

The t ruth is t.hat l.u- . Cux"tin 
the Houae , has apparently not telt 
to dea l with ~r . ward, 

i n his Cabi ne t and ln 
strong enouan politicall y 

'l'hua 
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Thua H ~•=•• clear that frl..l!:.e IUrhter Curtin a~ ~Ala ~L1e oannot ree l t~at he c~U1o ~eave Auat~a 
wi~A • unJ.ted and •trun;:lJ-&ntronched eourn:ent behind IW:l. 

The recont L11Mrt.y :..Oa.n wna a~a1. a teJ.lure , 
eJ.~h~ut;h ~r . Cur~in t.~oc! hie T ""uurer , 1 r. CUJ'lo:r , oa4e avat'7 effort ~o ~P up public 1ntereat i n tho loan i n Sydney 1.114 ln l'oll>ourr.o . It 1o dlftloult to oar Juot "'h)' ~hie should have boon ~he cue , .,hun tho coun~ry atan4u in BUCh obv1uuo Md proaon~ c!&n,Jor . It 1e true 
tha~ the taxa& ere IIJ.t:l 0 but on tile o~ber lo.t.nc! tllO 1fa8e­earnlnS clas hao !ncroaaed eno~usl:r clue to the expanaion ot lnc!uetry. o.,;ea bno inc ruaod ab o , And the ro 1s more curroncy in olrculat1on ~It"" a t uny previous Lime 1n tho h i otor y of ~uatrul1a . lt la thia very class, ha-~vor, ~hat 1a ~into encOIU'IIO'd b:r Labor leoc!ers, Wbo look upon them 1n teraa of the paat , cooaider that thoy ore only cottins tbe1r Just cluaa at a t 1~• like t he praeent Wilen • eaey aonay• ls avail able , and t alk a great deal about rollevln~ them or tb.e bur<lons or ~axnUon . T!tia claaa in t.ustrnlla lias never bean encour~~d to saTe . I t baa been enoouraced to apend l ts tine o.t the racea and at or lclcet and beJ.l pmee, and lt 1t haa 111 a claas any ina~inc~ t 001ard oocWilllat lng runde thJ.a lnatlnct f inds exprosal ou in gameo or chance and betting, rl\tber tho.n i n .lnYeet.ment or aav1n.:1a . ~'h.i» sane olaae al.ao bas ror 11AJ1J ye<>ra IIOII&ht to eubatl tute Covornaent aubaidJ.ee , in tba ab&pe or old-~ ji&Jlaiona and chJ.ld ando-nt, ror indJ.Yldual aavings , :>nd lt woulc! ae""' proba~lo that the looroo.se 1D currency and wages ""d .l.o t he number or tbe wage-aerolng aloes would not udc! oat or1nlly t o an inveat1n& public to .,blob a gevo~ent oirc~stance4 oa tb.o Labor Conroaant or Aust ralia 1a clrcWil&tancad coU1c! .. u a Oon rna•nt loan. Nen 11onth Prlme J.U.n 1ater Curt1D' • CoY­ernment must t oce Parli&UAont wHb a new bud&et. Tille b.ldget will present problons o r couaic!arable dltticulty , and l t la natur al that until t bat polJ.tical hurd~• haa bean paased the Prlao taru.at ur can hardly o;1n tbou,;ht to leaving the c ount ry . 

Japnn ' o ontry lnto the war ln December has placed Auetralio ln a crltlcal position! not only as regards ita territorial nJid I'OliUcal lntet;r t:r, but also ae regards l t a poeitl oo at a neceaaary baaa r~ wblch operations would bavo to bo conducted tor the purpoee or r egaining Brl t l ah posaoaelons loe~ t o the Jo.pnneso ln tho early part Ot tho Jc.panese Clll"lpaJ.!Ill . 7:110. t ls lott ur the COloni a l 
Go'fel'!Ulen~ or the ll6~t.erlanes lu~ lndJ.u and ita reaourcea haa tal<an ratuoo ln Auatralla , so ~hot inevit ably the rata ot Aua~ralia ba& bOCO:JIO iovolnd ln tbo tuture ot Dutch possoeaions l n Jnvn, 3unatra and eornoo, ln tbo Caat Indios. A larre American rorco baa been placed hare ln Aua~reJ.1a to be t raJ.ned .nd equlppoc! ror the purpoao ot ra -occup71ng tbt Philippi ne I e landa. •• are now on tbe thresbol4 or a great lllli~t.rJ ::oYinunt, u:>~n ~~~· rate or .r.>ich dopendo the whole tuturt or tho Du~ch , 'lrlthh , Auatrcllan, and hmOrlCIUI lnrluenco 1n tbla apbaro ror gaoaratlona to coco. Australia ia duUnod to play a vary Laportant part in t hat J:IOY&IIent. Prl.ae Lllnlater Curtin ' • presence in Auatrlll1a 1a euontlal to cont1nu1t:r or AuatralJ.an policy ln conoeotlon witb thla ettort . 

At 
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At the lost sit ting o~ P~llaoont thoro ~ore paaaod 
tour bil ls providing tor s uniform inc~no t ax t or t he 
Co~onwealtb. Tho purpoae or tha ao bi l l a waa to ena bl o the 
Co=ont,..~lth to oob111za fund• pr ocursbla rro:ll tho taxable 
1nco"!u or t ho en~l ro populotion or the CO<l!loO\-:ealth in tha 
lntoreet of Co~onwoalth financial obllgntlono. To do this 
it wa~ nocosaary for tha Comconwoalth Covornmon t to push tho 
$toto ~~vornnonts out or tho field or lncoao t ax . ono or tho 
bills provided tor ar ant e or money out or COQtlonwoalth runde 
to the States to co'11peneato the St atus tor leovinJ tho 
1noo~ tax tleld . 71ve or th• ~~a~es , naQely , ~uounsland , 
Victoria , .aa.".llln1a . Sout b Austr.:llla o.nd -..astern Aus t rali a , 
filed sui t in the Uieb Court of the Comoonwealth asni net 
the CoMQonYroalth , tor the purpoHo or upae t tl.ne these bills 
on tbe sround of t hv i r unconstltutionnllty . This au lt is 
now awaHi ng Judgment in the UiK)t Court . lf tho~ J udfllll&nt 
1a in ravor ot the co ... om•ualth--and I bol1ove 1t will bo-­
cortain financi al readjua~oonts will be ncce6aaly. There 
haa been SOr.:lO 8p ecu l tttion , 110\f OVOr , to the O!fOct that the 
Court may de ci de acai net tho CoooonwoW.th , in wbicb case i t 
io expec t e d that xr. Cur tin will go t o tbo peopl e with a 
rot erendum calling tor an aman~ont to tho Constitution 
broad enough t o ~·· •h• CDIWonwonl th Cowr nment a ll or tho 
pO'NOra whloh i t needs , ror there la o ballet tllnt a t tho 
present. t l no the t'k»vornrnent wou ld auocoed 1u such a refer­
endum, not only becouae or tho popularity or Wr . Curtin but 
a l so bocauno ot the ! act that the poopl.e 8 8 8 whol e are 
pre t t y well disgusted with the polit i cal game t ha t is being 
played in sooe of the ~ta~o Vovert~ents , notably Now Sout h 
WalOB and Victoria . !n view or tlli r< oitubLi ou t he Prime 
lliniator would find 1t difficul t to loavo the C<l!lll1onwealth . 

Theoe are so:zae or t.ho ncircuast ancoa or Government " 
which ar~ at prevent ln the nlnd or Ur. Curti n i n consider­
ins wbethur he ca.n r.t t his ~W>uant absent hlmselt trOCl ttlo 
Comom'18olth tor a period whi ch oust , b)' tho ver y Lnturo 
or t.hin :s , covor ot l ea at b aonth, und pe rhaps t wo :tonths , 
or ti~e very vital not only ~o Austral i a bu t to tho situation 
now oxiet1ng in tho !'>1oitlc Aroa . Vndorlying all or thla, 
i t must also bo ruce~bored tl~t , politically , one or the 
oo•~ donl;orouo thlnt;n tor on Australian Prit:to iilni s t er t o 
do ia to visH l.onllon . 'l'r adltionolly , the s e vl slts heve 
morkou the political cclipso ot eaoh Prime V~nister that 
llae unddrtakon thdl>• in the past , ond ~. r . Curtin could not 
vlslt illshincton olltllout visltin.I London , unl OBS po r llups 
his visit coul<l ib 60"'0 ml,y bo tilr.ad to co1ncido lflth n 
vhit to laslliJPton c,t :'r1r.o .!nintor Cnurohlll . 

I huvv sot dv.m tho ~~ovo u3 ;)urely personal spoou­
lationa drawn rro..a pcroor.al oosorvat..ions hero ln Australi a . 
rney ue not .>aoo4 or. stato:ents nnde by rcaponaiblu outhor1-
t1e s to me . I b&.vo not dl scussod the situati on with the 
Prine W1n1ater . 'rhay cer tainly do not oxpreas any views 
wo!oh he has enunc i atod to me . L."Ut. in conalderatlon ot 

hi s, 
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him, and or hla very real 4ltr1cul~les , I roel that 1 
aboul4 aet th¢a forth ror your cona14erat1on 1D connec­
tion wHh U•• propoaoa vla1t . It would eoo:t hardly 
poulblo that u.u I rice Unlot•r could Mr1oualy co::­
elclor leav11\& Auatroll" ~et.:>ro .... a ~te.J~•r •'· th~ vary 
OIU'lloat . 

800.01 

llTl/oog 

t.espoc t.rully yours • 

To the Dapertm• nt in qutotupllcate , 



-tC1101'1fo 

m s c.u • nun. 1 umrt&XD 1'1' u s All-mH • umt CIJU. 

LOIS 



TM!: UNDER SECRETARY or StAT[ 

WASHINGTON 

AU(!UII t 3l, 11142 

~7 denr ~. Pr esident: 

The Australian ~1nistor bas just boon in to see 

me to r equeat a.n urgent interview with you by in­

struction ot his Prime W1n1ster . 

I encl ose a copy or the message t'rom ].!r . curtin 

which the U1nia t er i s instruc ted to hand you. 

Tho Janister informs me tha t he has not yet re-

ce1ved. Annex nAn refe r red. to on page 3 of this mes-

sage but that this docmne nt is now in course of 

transmiss ion ani he '·fill have it available before 

evening. 

I have int'o:rmod the Jan bster t hat I would sub--

mit t his m••••s• to you i mmediatel y and that I felt 

sure the White House ·would advise him as aoon as i t 

was possible tor you t o receive him. 

Bel ieve me 

Ene . 

1."he President, 

Xhe White House. 

( ... ~ 
J 

,. 1/ ~ 
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Jjll, PIIUlDillto 

t b&Ye "'-• aM.ecl by the PriM I W .t-er of 

Aulltra.li.&, \he lip\ Hc.ourable loha Cu.rt.t.n, to oon• -r 

to 7ou \be tollow1nc ..... ,.._ 

•n..r Mr.P~a14 .. tt 

1 . 1 deetr. t o •be1t tor your UJ',_t. ocmddentiOD 

rq n ... 011 \be ei\v.atiOD en d t b e nMde ot tbe Sou.'\h•en 

Paoitic ...,.... ud ibe ir reUt1oa to clob&l. Hrate17 -.blob. 

Mr.Cbureh111, 7ou.J'H _lt ll:l.d \he 0oab1ne4 Cbieta ot &t..tt 

ha •• ooot t.a.a tl.7 -~r l'e"ri n . 

2. We ill J.>utnl1a rea.l1H tbe ditt1ftlt1 .. that 

controa.t. 70\l 1A lprMclLDI t he l lait.ed rea·ou.re .. ot \he 

UDJ.ted • • ·uone O'f'tr t.he Yarlou.t t.beatr.. o.t o_,..n.tione. 

It h a p.a.llt y and ~rU 1a;>o1~ CG. pu.c.-lortn.c n.atiODe, 

btotUI I \hi pre- .. J" )'Urt .. rt Ut.cl I I I period ot pr.partt..loo 

f'or ..,r by OW' tlrll!illl and tlOt by oureel•u. 

) . I reaUH the cr••t U;porta,noe to our c•uH 1D 

eutt.a1Dinl lU11,bn Tethtanc:e and the n .. d to·r do~r all 

that 1a poetible to turniah 1Uppl1 .. to aulia . J.lao, in 

contoraity rith the 41ecu .. tona 'bet .. ., Jbo .Ctu.1.rcbill• 

u. YolotO'f' aad yourtelt, ancl t>.twe.a Jtr. Cburohill and u. Stall.n, 

1t 11 ..,.1dellt tl\at. ..S.lit.aey relief .n be a_ffoJ'd.ed Ru.uta by 

attaeka on 0.l"ll''&a7 and It.al7 1D .a.. other thea.t n u aooa a a 

the uoeu • I7 ttren(tb ot..l\ be urWll~ and uaed With ..,.Tf 
pro8pt!C'\ or .u.coe... Jurtber.on, 1t. 1e ODl.7 'b)' ort~ •l•• 

•• u ..... d aili\olT l!otoat th.t.t a........,. .. d I ul,y ... be ........_,, 

to teru. 

INpp).i ... 

' 
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4- !!so ~"·· .. or \bo ICUdlo r.n, i.aoldiac - · 

or oU -nU•• la I.nq, toDd lfta u4 \he aH'Il to.,. ,....,.'\t.a.c • 

••,J-•U• or \loo Axio .., l opu ~ toodU, Lo tloll7 

oJ>?nh...SM Ia luo\roU.. n..to no -rtrated b)" \be d""po\ cll 

or Qot>'&ll&a I.poriol Forcoo ~0 ll>o lliddl.o f.oot. •o Nolilo 

tbat \hie theatre ap 1D 11 oat wh1oh nqa.i.Ne uteo.etn e.Uoe'!\UOOI 

or toro•• w. .uppll• • · 

5. !he NMinta& t bNtre 11 le.et.tm id• a.nd t.bt PacU't.o 

OoMA. CbW b.a1 bttn un4erco1Aa tA ord.Nl tor yeu·e, but. th•rt 

are cr••' ~110..1 dltf10\ilthl in wp~ her needt . the 

• lit t !feet.1Yt ftJ' to nader ber a u 1N nce 1a t o atuck lap&D 

fttn abe 11 . on wl.aenble . l t YOIIlld appear tbat Jap&A bat 

ao 1Jat-.t.1e ot atUekJ.ac 11'bltr-1a for the t iM b.la.a, aad 

lDWlll&•e• nporu thow eonoeG\raU.oa.e 1a the ScNt.h .. n Pa o1t1o 

oroo. !!so pr1Ac1ploo of ••lol cs.rocco on .Ucll Aunn.llo boo 

tor year• ta•• itt dtfene-t pollo7 o! reciproeal eo-open.Ue an4 

l .. ol dot«Jco, CC<Itoeploted th&t o liritlob neot booed CD Sinpporo 

would a.trord a e-•n•nl dtt.trTt'nt t o la.r..-eea.le ac,rreasloa 

l(ainat 8ritilh J)OIIOU 10tll 111 the r.atem Heoiaphtre. Th.t 

AuatraliAn peo~lt b&Yt ar-tttully l earnt by anxioua txper1tnct that 

the A.erloa:n naet. be a4td ora KawaH b&e exttol-MCS a eiail.ar 

detU'!"ent etteect em JapanJ aleo tha~ 7fJ"'1''' taek for o .. , wUh 

ohlch lt b .. - t ho prhUoco or tho •417 c!1a1A1.ob.l.q .lunrol l.oa 

Ia..,- \o N:ne, ban ta aotlooe ~ • • t.b• Coral S.a f'ru1.rah4 

t.!se at.t .... Q 'tl or \.be .ON7 to ut•d. bll .aut.br i"'D utn.nce, 1.8perl_1 

llnu of ~co\lon lie\""" \bo 0..Uo4 S..too ond ..lunnl1o u d 

1\trthor tbrooton t b o aolnlod or \bo Coaoanol\11. 

6. X.. tho aboonoo or lmowlod4o of -\ 1o oon\ otq>loto4 Ul 

t he South•"t PaoU'lo area 11' t he pneral 1oht .. tor &).ot.l atJ'a \eQ, 

• e f H _l appnbali•o H&al'd.l.dc t.ht oapAeity ot t he loT"Ue aallpM 

to \ be Sou~ .. at Pao1t1o &re& t o ta~ \he ••curity ot !u1tral1a 

• • a ba... You. • W rM..l.1M \ Mt .o •* U depedmt ca t.b• 1\r«ll\b 

of u.ftl taM t ore•• \hat operat• 1a or a•r t.hla al"'M &A4 \h• • 
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ooatt..n" .. n .. ot l&od •. nd •ir fo1"0et ud . ...... , 1.1ront\ 

ad. eq\U,....,. '• 10ftt14or \bat U h • C&l"41u.l. obJ H\in 

or cr-nd nft\.ep w la/Uot a Mole!.•• ,.,_, • \ho .. ...,. 

b ontor \0 'Ch:ro. hi• balk lA \ho tire'\ lntt.ance 011 ~o b h 

baNI 1D i.ho ...,_1!1.\H hlfnd1. For \hh, aa.poerlor , .. po-w 

tacl e.nol.U.r7 d.r CorM an a .... ..,.. ·~ • • Aa.au •A.• 
\0 \ hie •~• • oopr ot a wlec:ru I Mvo deep&\CibM t o \tr. 

Cfbwob.ill. - oo-opentioo b7 tbt lt.tUN n .. t ill tbo oon~tra­

U• o/ • -.aperior MYal tono 1A \bo r.e1!lc. ••••1 a.n.d. d .r 

ftrec\lt U ?1.\al. \o \ho Mial.ftlU .. u4 n lAtOt'OhiM\ Of lan.d 

aad U r ton•• &'\ Port !lor .. by and ltilJio a..r 1.Q ••• Cv.J.A .. 1 

when t boro ,,.. "" , .. _rl;r two diYbloeu ot troop1 ud H'nn.l 

-.~• or a.ir r_... • • 

1. 1a n p.rd \0 t ho ftJ"'Dr\h or d.r t oreo• 1a \ho 5Gutbon 

Pa.clfh are.a I baTt rheo \ha Aua>tra.llt.n ~ll'hr 1 !\all .t.&t...a\ 

of ~ •iewl oa t.ho dl~&,ppolAtinr repl7 \o our looc·a\.udiac 

rec;ue1t \ o bt e.llot~ t lron.J\ tvr ao all- t on. or \ bo ot~ 

r-.~4M ~ our act.hut. 'io a.n 1101\ ..... U.OAU7 ~ 

to the p i'"OpoMl w tra.uftr eq\dpeen\ t1'0II tho Allerlc.u Alr 1oroo 

..;uadroca la Auotnl.la to \1\e A1atn.liu Air Fcrco u.ct \ho oUh­

clrawal or pt'nc:~C~Del. S..,Utd. • • ooaa1te:r \ba\ we •oo..U be cine 

ai.ron.t\ \o •oeard • U h our proCJ'*•• or •xpu.•1oo • • tll\d.o7N4 \17 
tbe Co.ModeJ"-i.tt-ChJ.et 1A n.p.t, and. \ bat Ul• Aeeriou .&i.J' Poroe 

lib~ b. a\ l•at ..U.\a1Aecl .t t h• 11\recc'h 1.&14 4o. B-. 

Dr. r.att "' 1D laahiDJ\oa. 

8. We ban \wo ot 7ou.r eplcd1d Aaeriou ~.rat Di'f'h1on• 1a 

Au•t.r-.11• W'b.iCib dt.h Au1\nli&a. tore•• a.re bt·tAc ••11 \ rai.n.S 1D 

t.Mil' open'-lcoal t'Ol.ee tor e1\b.er offCllift or clet eaa1" ae·ttc.. 

1'be t..o'-"1 awaber of Ulli\M kaUe Arw7 .. d Air Corpe \ roope h 

98, 000. •• U"' d.Npl.r ,..\11\al tor \htlr pnt1tnce b..\ oa t.he 

c•enl (ve..Uoe ol the n~ n••••MF7 tor \he lou\bft.t. 

Paclrio •-"• 1 ~ hr,)eO'\tull.J' pola'\ oo\, »r. Pnlident., \bat 

' 
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Autra.Ua'• .. pa.01t7 \.o help b.er••lt M e bHe 11aite4 by 

\be f t ft ., 4S ,ooo - ._,.. rt.1U Nl"rta& O'l'tJ' .... •D4 OUI' 

oa.ualu .. 1a deoa.d, ai,.J.ac, aad prhon•.r• ot .. .,. \ot.al 1'11000, 

or an •U"Pt.f ot 85,000. 

9 . lapu bat al..r'$a4J lallftdllld one OOUJ)ter-offllftli•t a p.1nlt 

\U Sol._ l~e t ad M e oon.ts..au-4 h• ~ a d'ftae-e &l.oD.c 

\he oo~ra lhon of 1.,.. OuJ.A .. ua.Ul n n.ow raoe Mds other 1a 

ll.l.lJit Bt7. It 1o " 1dtft\ rro. iottlUconct repon e .. atil4: to 

C!OIUt4111\ra\U.I 1D the lol.rthnn PaC'Ule .,.... that Japua 1.Dlmd• \.0 

.. , , aa lat•N o.tfeoll.ft Sa thia Nltoft• •• teel that , witb 

t.,• .up.-rior Rr.:tc\)l ot \ be t1Dit.ed • .nt.onl, there Mould be ao 

18Dct.r\t..1.D\7 abou.~ our ab:U.it7 ~ lntUot • deo1th't dttM\ co 

Ute ee..,-. la h-o'\ tNe \U atp~.at of ,:ru4 .t.r&U17 \be 

ia;)ortanN or d.ol.Dc •o lhOilld 'be an •IJ"Md otljecti •• ot tun 

.,riorU7. I would oo..e~ut t o t he t a.l"'\elt o0i11idt:r.t1oe ot 

7ourMl .f ud. J'OW' ad'Yi .. l'l t t.he n..t ... t o1 \he poe1t1oa • • 

I '" i t 1a Ule Sau:t.hwen. Pa.cltie &I'M u4 \be rtt.al. ~SHU tR 

whiCh proYlt ioa ltLoW.cl be Mde, 1t •• lN not. COiD.I t.o Nn the 

rl ak of ~l)l.rable d.tuM( t \o our de fcl1n pod\loe and our 

ul.t..b&tl Oll)eOi\7 to d lfM\ Ja.pu. 

10. ...,. •• I would l.Uce \o d.1111cu.te th••• .-urre •Uh 7ou 

pereona.u.,. • t t ••l tba\ tht \Mt•ttniD.C dMC'If'l ot Utt po•Uion 

tA \he Soat.b"'' Faot-ric e!"M to not 'ft.rrM\ .:r 1u'f't.a.c .tust.n..ll.a, 

nor ., • 'bMnct t'roa ., poet as ?rta. IUatnu, ad.er _. 

orlttcal cond!tioca. 

lOW's 'f'ert sinoere.l.¥, 

101111 CIUla'II. ' 



THf UHOtR SI:C .. ETA.RY Or $TATf 
WASHINGTON 

Septo•~•r l , 1942 

W} dear ~r. Preaidenta 

With retorence to my letter to you ot yaster· 
day'a date, with which I enclosed a ceasage ad­
drooood to you by tho Prime Cinlltor of Auttral1A, 
I am eneloa1ne herewith two eop1oe or Annex "A" , 
r oterrod to in the oiJ<tb paraeraph of J.:r , Curtin '• 
me .. ago , wll1 eh I hnvo jws t roco1ved from tho 
Auatral1an ~later . 

Bel1ovo me 

yo 

1!'nc . 

The Pre.sldent, 

The '1/hite Hou.se . 



AlOiEX . .... 

COPY OF T!L!G!WI PIIOti UR. JOliN CURTIN TO MR. W!NSI'ON OHIJROHILL 

"1. It wU l t:. erldent tro111 the Conl Sea, MLdwa,y and. Soloeoo llll\nds 

na•• t •ncac-••n·ta t bat operaUou 1n t he Pacltlc OcMn are l.e.adlng to a 
na•&l club which u:r well decide t he courae or the contllot in thb theatre . 

2. I would "tor to tho rtowa o! tho Vl>it.d KlJI&doa Chlota ot stort 
i n Dota1niorw Oftiee Wl.f'p-aa l'1.1.aber 362 ot April 6th tb&t when tbe .olllltnt 

11 opportuM o.a•e.l tore•• ot U.. Unit.d )lations abould. take tM atratepcal 
ottenabe ln t.he Pac111o. It. would be ' '"'}f'ec1at41d lt a. lttat.e .. nt could be 

Cu;rnhbecl a1v1ns t ho present •1e•• or t1w Chitta of state on the coacUtiou 
ouUi-.4 bf ta- 1J> _.pb J. u _....,. tor tul.tilMnt botore tbo 

concentration or e~rlor na•al torcee 1D tho Psc1!1o Oeoan c.n be undertaken. 

). It would ~- iJ>ort~b~ rr.. t."" oporatloM in tbo Sot-• 
llland.e and tM i:ncroutd .tlOt ivity i n NP Gu.i.nea t hat the Japantao will 

otter aubetAnt.ia.l reabt.ance t.o at1.7 e.Uort.a to puab t.ba bec.c: to t l»ir blua 

1n the YanclaWd lslnn41:. We IIT\l.lt there.ton be in a poaition t.o br'in& to 
bettr at the point or contact tore•• auperior lD etrength to tboae or tM 

eneav 1 o\benr1H • • ab&ll be l&rln&: our••l••• open to grs.ve rlaka. 

4. It 11 thererore deai.re4 to know wtwlt are Uw pre .. nt prospeo\4 

an4 plana ror the cooc•ntrt.t.ion of a superior naval t~ 1n tM Paeltic which 
prtawaabl3' could o·nl.y be done by t ho trt.t~..atn ot pe.rt ot the Eastern tleot 

• 
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WASHI~GTON 



Au.; . 2) 
I~/_,. 

Office of ll&r Infomation t._.. • • ..{_ 

Dear Harold: 

This is the way it is-

Th~re are so::e here who wer e 1n !'aria who say, "This is the way ~ance 
-.ms , before the collapse. • '!here are oth~>rs who were 1n ->incapore who say, 
It•s just. like lAla:fB, before we ..-ent .• I suspect it ' s not quit.e like either 
of these th1nca, but slnply like Au~tralis before tho fall of Australia, if 
the Japs decide to attack . 

I have been a ll over norr, and I have talked to a ~:reat nunbcr of people. 
There is shockin3 disunity, there is a fatalisti c depr ession that is almost 
solid, and it the Japs landed tomorr ow t he crea.t majority of ••u~tralians would 
j ust turn ovor and play dead . Tho atmosphere reminds me of \,aehington 1n 
February, 1932. I don ' t knorr what has turned this once accresaive, fif:}lt ift> 
nation into whD.t 1t is norr . 'lhorc are probabl ;- many 1nterlockine reasons , 
s=e which J!il<e wi.ll out.line in this letter, sooe ot nh..•t I •ll try to indicate 
here . Only the ADerican troops , and tno~e A us trallan troops actually fightine 
or ny1ne, hllve escaped t"le gen,.ral dis1nte:;ration of spirit . 

It probably had its beginnin~ in the b1 tternsss of old political wounds . 
for a long tice there bas been no stront and altogether po!)ular national 
l eadership . There is no one wholly trusted , inspiring national leader n<m. 

Sin3aporo was Australia• s t.!aginot Line , and because of ~1neapot·e Austr elU1 
r:as possessed ot a eo:nplete I aainot mentality . It still eY.iots, except in 
place of Sineopore say t:a.cArthur . "ustralia has not y"t learned that the de­
fense of Australia does not lle u;-<>n ita nhores , but upon t!te islands that 
stand between Australia and JaJlln, and upon the l.liddle .. .a.st, c.nd upon !:!anti, 
and >.'i th the Anerican ncct. 

It is because of this !'.a!linot aentality that halt of t h .. AU!Itralian Armlt 
cannot, by law, be sent out of Australian territory. '!he Ulitis is tied to 
this eontin•nt . It is theref ore wedded to inac1Js 1ty, and barrack and tar.n 
lite, and all their evils . Since the Australian !J:1perial Forces have been 
called beck f r 0111 the l:iddle East, thoy too rot within the confines of the country. 

I 8111 very tearful tbat !:acArthur 1 a OIIQ, in their anxiety to accwmlln tc 
sufficient for ces to launch an offensive !roc Australia-- and tram Australia 
and under J.li,cA.rthur alone- have nided the L:aeinot point of view. 11hen I was 
in llrisbane, talkin < to l!acAr thur ' s enbittered staffers, they didn• t like it 
when I pointed out that Australia was, at the r:oaent, oo1na defended not by 
any ecCU!!IUla tion or troops and ,. terisl her e , but by the l(arinos in the 
Sola::wns, and our for ces in Kew caledonia and the Fiji Islands, and all the 
other islands 1n the Pacific not under l'acArthur•t eotll!And. 
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.;~inco vtc nevor met t:acArthur ltimsel f , we cannot report his personal views . 
Gut l'.'o can r eport t ho views of th~ nember s of his staff to whom we talked , and 
Ttho are fiercely loyal to ~c/,rthur pers onally, and who reflect HacArthur . 

They feel that ?.:acArthur has been "double- crossed" by o~ashin{lton . 'M>.ey 
say he 'Has promised certain forces nnd equipment, and that he has not r eceived 
them. 'M>ey are , in my estimation, a complet ely self- centered lot . To them the 
whole world revolves around GHQ, Brisb.:lne . 'M>is may be common to all General 
Staffs of an A. E. F. I don•t ~Jlow . I never saw one before . 

A few days after we arrived in Australia, the paper s !>lasted a story -
obviously planted bccnu•o of its unanimi ty - quotin~ unnamed official sources 
as saying that only a mer e trickle of Amer i ca n troops was norr arrivine , that 
only one- sixth of the f orces under !:acArthur•s command were Americans , and 
that the materiel sent to Australia repr esented only thcee days of America ' s 
production capacity . That story - and the ones that follo11ed it - -numbed 
Australia . 

I .. -as surprised »hen newspaper publishe r s told us the story had been put 
out by GHQ . I had suspected the Austr alian gowrnmen t . It didn• t seem possible 
until I heard it f rom t he lips of Col onel Diller, MacArthur • ~ pr ess chief. Yes , 
he had r elea sed the story. 

He said he did it to ret~ove all the oisconceptions that had grovm up in 
the minds of the Australians - who believed that UscArthur had hundr eds of 
thousands of Amer i can troops and great quantit ies of materiel , and should begin 
an offensive . This rnay be t r ue . But I know that the eff ect of the story, back 
hoce , must have been pr essure upon the go vernm :nt to send more forces to 
Australia . 

Personally, I don't think MacArthur rlll ever have enough troops to d efend 
Australia , He may have enough to capture Tokyo . 

In any case, t he psychological damaee has been done here . In our opinion, 
we can no longer emphasize pr oduction f igures when talkin(! to Australia . It 
only increases their depression . In our opinion we should tell hoc In ' •""••• 
Australia- and keep tell ins • em - t he same story t hat we had to tell America 
bef ore the v;a r - t.':lat t.'le def ense of a continen t does not l ie upon i t s shores , 
but upon the furthest point away f rom i ts shores wher e you can come to grips 
wi th the eneey. 

\'le must t ell ther.. that every pl M e and gun used agains t Japan in action 
anywhere in the Pacific i s of far greater use to Mstr alia than a ffWl or pl ane 
in Aus t ralia, and not shootin{; or flying . Further, we must contr i ve t o tell 
this story officially, 

After "inga por e fell, Australia was in a blue ~. Australia had been a 
sOAll boy fle>:l.ng his muscles and challenginfl a big bully, but knowing all 
the time that his bii br other stood betv1cen the bully and himself . Suddenly 
bi g brother collapses. The kid wants to i 'l.tn, but he •s in a corner, and he•s 
in panic , 
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Then ~cArt.- ur Clll!le , and the spirit of 1-ustr&lia soared swiftly as H 

had fallen. I suppose everyone ever did the idea that .1merican mii!ht had 

c001e to the rescuo, and AustraliA was saved. It was a new U.ginot Une, 

and Australia took collfortable re~e behind it. But now wveryone in 

Australia knows Ulat z.:acArthur i s dissati&fied and per haps bitter becau&e 

he bas been unable to build no grea t offensive force here . 

And acain ·•ustralia is daud with apprehendon, stran;;ely lllixed with 

apo.thy . Australia is like the bird po.ralyzed by the snake- but &or.Jchaw 

sura that tho Great \lhite Chief will ld.ll the snake before it strikes . 

tie don•t know, of course, haw much will be sent out here . BUt we are 

certain that only the Austr aliano, b)• a maximum offort and the r evitalization 

of its~, can savo Australia . And we have a plan , which I'll outline later 

in this letter. First I want to tell you ,.,.at we fOWld in Brisbane, and how 

we were r eceived . 

~ In tho first place, l'lhen we arrived in Brisbane Tre found that GHQ had heard 

vai!Uely about the r:r.rr., but that they knew nothin:; of our wcrl< . I think they 

put us down as just another !lew Deal aeency . I can describe their general 

attitude as very suspicious , and at tilms host iln. I think that they are 

at the =ant suspicious of everythin& that cooes out of 1' ashincton . They 

probably said, "''le want airplanes- and they send us propagandi:stSI• 

VIe were turned over to Col onel Llerle ..cni th (who at ono time was an Assis­

tant Secre tary of ste te . ) In addition to the officers brought with him fro= 

the Phillppincs, ~eral l~c:Arthur has what I cl<;ht call political officers . 

ihore is , f or instance, Hanford L!c!lider, just elevated to a General "fficer . 

JJlYYI&y, t.!erle Smith read our dir ectives, anj talkod with us for some titr.e , 

He expressed :surprise that we had been ecpowered to cooperate w1 th the 

Australian r over=ent in the conduct of poll tical. and psycholo6ical warfare 

against the enemy. 

It was his understandin<;, he said, that propaganda and psychological warfare 

wa:s to be supervised not lr/ the ern but b~ the Joint Chiefs of Staffs. Ho thought 

tho OSS had somethine to d o Trith it. At ono point he awked us- just as man to 

mn, you know - whether it wasn't true that the 0111 ani Donovan•s organization 

weren't havinc; a f i r;ht over propacanda . r.e urged him to rend tho executive order 

creatint r:f!fl , He said, •But bas 1t been superseded by now?• ole said we didn ' t 

know an.vthi.ng about it. 
ilell, ho introduced us to General ~therland, J.:aeArthur • s quef of Staff. 

l!e said 1t had been decided that. GIIQ had decided not to cooperate w1 th anyone 

actively in propeeand4 against t he one:ey, since they felt it was strictly a 

civilian function . He :~aid GHQ would help us rnako a survey of radio fneilities , 

listening habits, otc . of the .\m~<rican troops in Australia . It ':as agreed that 

I 110uld eo to the principal enca"'P'onts, and find out the facts about reception, 

facilitio:s, what . .norican and r..ustralitl.n stations could bo hoard best at what 

hours, the reactions of the troops to our news shO'.YS, and tho prol)rruns we and 

the Arr:!y aro producine especially for tho troops , and all the r ost of it. 

But after l!il<e nnt back to Sydney, strange difficulties becan to arise . 

Colonel Di.ller told me "transportation m1s too difficult . " He said 

officers in the f ield wero •too buoy tra1 nin.; to be bothered ." 



AJ 1 thia aoundod pretty tli.IMy. ~/e were deni ed even the ruin~ 
cooperation that mi~t be extended t o the Perth Gazette, or to t he Aust ralian 
Department ot lntomation, \7e dickered tor daya, there in Briabane. At CIIQ 
1 felt like a erose between an en""'Y alien , and a priv&te, second class , 

Pinallr, Cononel Diller nid that 1t we could show definitely -.hat 
•you can do !or ue" they "WOUld cireU:ate a queation!Ure on redio reception 
u ong the troopa . llike wrote him a lett.er . He o&id he never received it. 
I ohowod him a copy. P1nally, I wrote tho questionnaire, and he a~reed to 
mimeograph it and send it around . That's the last we hoard rr~ Diller . 

GHQ, 
-.lee 

That is the extent o! the cooperation which we have received !rom 
I might ~ention one more thing. !tlerle Sndth suggested it might be 

tor ue to send GHQ copiea o! all cables and letters we eond to Oi'ii I 

The docoralization of the Australian troops no more apparf!nt in 
Brisbane than in any other city. I could never be accused of what Australian• 
call a 11wowser" but I am frankly shocked at the drunkedness I ' ve seen amonp; 
the Aussies , In Briabane Aussies in unitonm reel through t he atreets all 
day and all night . They a ren't happy drunks. They're just sodden , with their 
baggy, shoddy uniform3 hanging sack-like from them. Their urtl'l>l'IM alone are 
enough to give them an \n'eriority comple><, ccr.pared with the herieans , 

And or coune ihe ,....,!'!can troops ge~ all the pretty llirla , and 
they have JtO!'e money, and the Amari can canteens are cleaner and better 
equipped, and the ..mericans have snap &nd drive and are &Reer tor a scrap, 
The Aussies who came home after being aauled in 6gypt and Sineapore can only 
brood and drink. 

It is no wonder that one Australian publisher told ua, ln Brisbane, 
--r.e are already a conquered people , " 

Ye~ essentially the Australians are good sollt ers , as strong and brave 
as our own. But they have a tradition of no discipline, or being hell- raisere 
and i ndjvidu&lists , It hasn't done t hem any good in this m8Chine war . 

'1/e !eel that the whole country reflecte the demoraliution of tho 
Australian troops. It ia not our opiniun alone, !r011 personal observation, 
thllt the Aussies are demoralized , and that the whole country 1a in the dumps 
with them. It is tho opinion of every important man to whoa we have talked, 
and of Auetrelian Md American officers, outsi de of CIIQ. r.e didn't discuu 
it at ~. 

?le are therefore convinced that our one big irunediate job is to help 
give the Aussies back t h.ir salt-respect, fire thoo with an offensive spirit, 
and vonvert them into first line troop• who think they can l ick the Japs , man 
Cor u.n. 

Jt 1s tor this ..... eon that we have concocted the alor.,an, •Every Digger 
a CO"llllllndo . • "'e hope to sell it, through the press and radio here , and wi~h 
tt.e help of OU in America and &!gland , to the Australian peof'le. l'le nnt to 
convince the Aussies that the way to win the war and save their people ia to 
Corm of ~hemselves a powerful otfensi va Amy, !it to c&rry the tight to the 
enemy. 



"le have made a cau~iouo beginntns, by enlloting the ~id of !'rank Pac ker, 

the ~oat aggressive and one of t~e Most p~ertul ~uotr&lian publ ishero , who 
b aleo M Austrsllan officer. He •nte to etart the ball rolling in his 
>:ocen•s ~eekly, the cara &ine with the lare:eat circulation in t.he country • 

• e are confident that every other important Australian publloher will 

!all into llne. (Fort.uMttly l.tl.ko kno•s moat of them very well, personally, 
and we have sounded eut acme of them. • They are all as concerned a• we about 

the disintegration or the fighting spirit of a fine nation . 

That, briefly, ia what has been goin~ on . 

fe want to hear from you ~ediettl7 the reaction or cr.l t.o what we 
have begun, for we cannot so ahead without t~e I!Nt complete and l.r.aginative 

aid from home . >:o will keep you infonned of everyt~ as it c""'"" up, 

Roeardo , 

# s Pat. Frank 

vV I 
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