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...ORAma Clf l1B AUSTRIIIJI SI'l'UATIOl!o 

Silule the war, Al&e\ria hue been ~e aiolt man of Europe , but 
until Hi tler'• adYen\ wi th l i t tle riek of contagi on, '!he new 
eUuati ea in Ckn~e~~T hae brought to the tore a new etruoole f or the 
AUetrian euooeeeion 11hioh ie ~· -et danaeroue queetion tod117 i n 

~ eoluti one haYe been propoeed, ( 1 ) !tt e Aptohlyn e w1 th 
Oerc~J (2) a Denabian Contederationt (3) a Rabeburg neetoration 
and uni on with JIWICillTJ ( 4) an Italian eolution to link Auetria and 
Hll118111'J' econ01:11call7 1J1 th 1 taly. iTance and CaechoeloYnki a oppooe 
the f'iret And third , Italy and It~, the fuo t and oecond t 
OC:r'DAQY ie as• i net ~e eecond , third and fourth and Jugoelttvia 
reti tte the l aet two, Al&etria hae todBJ a nonorchi e t goYornment 
which favore the f'or~~~er d;rnuet:r but daru hardly go further when 
eyen the Caeobe , ae a choice of aY11! woul d prefer to eee the llazh 
a t Vie nna to the Jtabeburl•• 

tiODo 

Little baa reoentl.7 been heard about ~· llWlubian Contetlera­
Origina11y a pet ech~e ot nr, Benet, ~e int ention wae to 

rnin ~e econ0111io ad•antagee of the old Auatro-ll\ul6ar1an monaroh;r without i ta politi oal e i rlee. !hie would have been dietinc\ly 
benefi cial to the caeoh r.1anuf'acturere but J'111oelaYe and RoUL&niane 
were neYar more ~an lukewara to the idea and AUstria tailed \o 
r capondo A eini lar pl an launched b,r Tardieu in 1932, tell ~roUCh 
owing to the Joint oppoe1tion ot I taly, 0.~ and ll\lft8&1'1o I t i t 
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not i mp011ible t ha t acme day the Contederation idea wi ll be 
r eYiTed , t hough tor the preeent it il etalled. 

The l t ali an plan, in the aeoendanq to<lq, at Vi enna, and 
BUdapeet, reate on a reetr icted economic baoio and an i ll defined 
poli tical r elati onohip whiah found a vague expreoeion in the 
Prot ocol• 1igned in March or thio year at Rooe. So tor aa thh 
bohtere up tha Dollt\11 Ool'er nuent in Vienna 161linet the llu h , 
I tal7 enj 011 the I:JWPath1 ot Parie and Prague 1 but to th e extent 
that it taTore the reTieion ot the Peace Treatiee in ~1e Uagyor 
i ntereat and a1•• to create a eolid bloc out ot Auetria and Hunger,., 
it meete with the oppoeition or the etatee or the Little Tnt ente. 

r uoeolini mi ght be gl ad to oct t he Haboburge f161llnet the 
J!ade but tear a the reept~nBibili t y ot tl01cing the Arc:bdu.ke Otto 
into an Auotrian Henry Pu , and know. that an a ttempted r eetorati on 
miBht be f ollowed ~ a Maai and Jugoelav oounterotroke. The 
Li t tle Ent ente il at one with GerDany in opposi ng the r eturn of the 
Habeburge. OnlY lately Hitler told the JUgoelal' » inieter i n 
Berlin that h.il mother 1101 buri ed i n AUstrian eoil and it he 
allowed AUstria to be ruled 116ain by t.'tat •degenerate• 41naa ty he 
would r eel ae it he had ~at on her graTe, 

Hi tler cleall a double blow t o Aua tri a and J'ranoe ,when he 
attecrp t1 t o dotaob trom !Tench alllgi anoe the count riee or the 
L1 t tle Xnt ente by bringing out e-n int erlltl and t nkina 
conciliator,. moaeur ce toward the11. He began by ool.ling ott llaa i 
propaeanda a.oll8 the Oen:~an1 in Bohemia Where i t had originated. 
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Be bae otrered t o eiaa treatiee of noo-acerooeion with all three 
Sta, e e wbioh in the oaeo ot CaoohoeloYokia waa poli t ely r eJeo\ed 
aa aupertl taOue i n Yiew ot J.ooo.rno and tho lCeUoga Pao\, Dr Benee 

renewe hie loyal tf' to :rraDoe, blat eta t ed l a \ ely bet or e l'arlillllent 
tha\ be 1w1 th Preeident ll&e!U'71l du r ins tlte war1blld recoamonded the 
incorporation ot Auetria i n the Ocrman Ebpiro, \'ihat ever happen• 
be aeoeru the Oaeoha need ba't'e no tear f or their own t\lturo. 'Dleee 
are bra't'e worde but it the Naele hold Vionna,and CaeohoeloYakia wa-
811rrounded by OermaJI)' on three eide e 0 w1 th three and a halt million 
OeX"!Xne in her alde\ 1 1 t ie diftioult to eee how the Ceeohe oould 
wrTiYe exoep\ by worll:ine with the Re1ab 1 and repeatiJI6 the 
experience ot the )fiddle AC•• when the lUng ot Doltemia wa.e al. so 
an el ector ot the Holy Roman Kmp i re. 

In Rouaania, tho llaaie are to<lq notoriou s ly influential, 
'!heir pr opasanda h oe long been aoUYO llr.IOJI8 the Tran.,ylYanian Saxona 
and the SWabiane ill the Jlalla\o ancl they are believed to han heaY1ly 
eube idiaiHl the I ron Ouarde wbo are now s o power:f'ul t at no Rou 1nanian 
daree to epoak 11.1 of thel:lo 'lbe -.ing aGQUittal of tlleir leadore 
at\er llllloa'• murder o-e l a t ely ae a raYelat i on of etrength, 

Tot tho moot r--.rll:alllo r eoent d e't'elopment which ie to-dq 
alorl:lins ParS. and london 1 1e Hitler ' • growine intimacy with 

Del$rade, 'lho ptnoipal. ~una ot Naai propcl6anda into Auetria 
n o loJ18er tall:ee plaoe lll.'r Salabura Uld tlle Tyrol bu\ aaroue tl\e 
.TUBOelav frontier ODd w1 th the a onn1Yanoe of the authori tiee, The 
firet point ot aontao\ with Xins Alexander 1e anti Haba'bl.lrsiem tor 



•aat Vienna o~toro ~o attraoti on t o tho d ioatfooted Oroato and 
Blcrnn••• Beyond tbio 1 t to o.Dti• I\al1Ul 1111d informal dhcuoo i ono 
han lately been r opor'ocl tro. llolgrado r ocardinc u n ontual 
d1Yioion ot 3000 000 Slovonoo aDd 90 , 000 Croa to who inhabi t 
Vonos1a G1ul1a. "'• lfaaio only dooiro trioot.o and the r oot to 
1nd1fforont to tbn. 

To win oYer tho LitUo Entente, Hitler bao boon prepared to 
aaor1f1oo ltungary Wh i ch with oimilar grioYanooo to thoae ot 
Oer'IIIIU\Y wae formerly regarded aa a natural a l lYo li:Yen aore 
r mnrlca ble i n ohowing 111 t l er • o wieb to obtai n a tree hund in 
Jolla tria and aYOid be1J18 d1Yerte4 liT complioatione elae11hare , hao been 
the rcadineoe to riok hh pop.aarity i n Gemany by tbo t en year 
non-asar eooion pact with Poland , which would haYe been oondoaned ao 
treason it ai snect '117 an, ~ormer Chancellor. No prev l ou o GeX'IIIOJI 
goYemoent hao been eo oaretul to a void i nci<l m ' • with t.h e Poleo 
ar ebawn 1toeU eo conciliatory i n oettlina those 'IIIlich haYe a r iaon. 
Hitl e r h oe g iYen up none ot hie am'bitiono to rega i n tho Corr idor, 
but he Yirt.ually h a o doclal'od to tho 1111rlct the' the c oot di ooua ooct 
proYiaion i n tho Treaty ot Veroaille o 1o no obotaola to recoYer,r . 

Tho Gennan p clioy \o 1oolato AU.ct tr 1a from tho ouahion of 
-r1 otatee around her i o i nherent t o the llaa1 proarem ot 
inoor r orati ng oeven mil lion Auot riano a t t irot without toraal 
annexation and aa a nlllllinally 1ndeponden' Auotrian Nazi ot.at.o. 

J'or gon• atiollll a oiiDilar wieb hac boon oloao t o the hear t 
ot every Pan GeZ'IDOII t or Nut raoi~• ie o~ ito aodern OZ]Ireeoion . 
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.,_ Hi Uer wboeo Alle\r iu birth hue eo oft en boon thrown in hie 
taco, and who b aa neYer forgotten hie oar4' hwniliatione at Vienna, 
\hie wo.&ld -an the sroahet pereonal triumph, lt would aleo be 
the sroa\oo\ poli tioal tri\IIIIJibo 'ftlcro are no l onger any lfabeburgo 
or Romanotta to reatrain a German .xpanaion fticb ekilt'Ull.y u.oo 
a eubeidiaod propagand& to t ind· eupportero in eYcry etate, Gero&n7 
firmly planted a t Vienna in the natural oapi tal ot oentral l:.'urope 
would t hen be able to extend her intluenoo , 1ntereete and 
control tar beyond actuQl f rontiere. li'or a llaai Vi enna r.~eana the 
eYentuul contr ol of the entir e Dnnube bQoin with six ty million 
people who inhabit eix otatce areatl.y d i Yided ucona tl\~ae1Yoe0 
eeparated from without and torn f r 0111 within by aeo lone disaenliom , 
and f i ve ot ~ioh oontai n imporiant Ooroan minoritiea. 

In tolletria the llaai per\)' io well organiaad and contidont 
with abundant t'UDda alld a de.fini\8 prosram. n ruDbera probab4' 
a third ot the population thngh the actual tigurea count f or 
l i tUo. !he preaent ain ie t o wear out tho Dollt'Ue covcrnment and 
to bring about ito tall lea a by actual Yi olonce tho.n by economic 
preoeure and propaganda. The \errori etic act a are i ntended to 
intimidate and ahow tha t the author itiea oo.nnot p ·cyont tl1eae. !he 
pr eaeurc ot tho Kaaie oan be i noreaaod or codified i n accordance 
with the ordera r eceived from tho Brown Houao i n l unioho 

!'o r eaht the Q8(Jreea1Yo taotioe of the llaaie tl\e Dollt\ae 
ao•ernmcnt reate on ~ foundationa, !be AUatr ian Chancellor 
ia obliged to loan on Prinoo 9 \utleabera 'Who 1a an unstable poreon 
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and the Ueimwehr he oontrol e , a none too de»endabl o bodY• Dehind 
thio io the support of Ramo and Parie , but I taly io h ard p r eeee<l 
finanoiall1 and Italian aid Q8ainat other Oernano 1e dif f icult to 
juetity, Against l.azi fanatioha Dollfua hne tried to eat up 
an AUStrian Catholic patriot ism. The Jtabeburse ore kep t i n the 
background but the J{nbeburg b7mn, with new worde, hue once mora 
become the national nnthaDo .Dolltu ~ understando the c.liffioul t i e a 
'fthich at o.nd i n the wo:r of n Reotort~tion end tho.t a p rer;Jut.ure Dove 
IIU£bt forner ruin the Donarchie t causa. Uio own pooition is 
proonrioua and if the f i ght were only be t ween IIi tlc r and Dollfue 
the ioeue ltiould not be doubt.ful f or the lln&ie could probubl y o•errun 
AUstr ia tomorrow if they wiehed to . 

llitler ' o hesitation bef o r e a cing oheo.d i o untlcrotandabl e i n 
Tiew of the d.aJl8e~'; '~uetria ~ \ e th e only country in '11!1ich a 
for.,..nrd p olicy could be c a e t o or i g inate l ocally i n such a way ne 
to oonfu oe the iouue of asareeuion and t h.row the onuo for thi s on 
the I t aliano and the rrenob1 if they nttmpted t o ouot t h e l' asie from 
Vi erma. Ao this i o hi{lh.ly probable , i t would neon Civing I taly 
and 1ro.noe a common ground to un i t e in eupportine; the Peace Trcat1ee 
and Oemany as yet doee not dare t o r iok thio possibility . The 
que otion i f Hi tler wiohce w~ should onlY be naked in t erce ae to 
whe t her he i e abl e to a alce it a nd 1.r it i e to bio 1n t creut t o t'ight 
before he io prepared. Hroo a cil itnry point of view Ocrnany 
alth oush r api dly f orr ins llhead io not yet rea~y,und ucofoo 1oal1y 
ehe is ao 1na down h i ll and ,,e.z1 popularity, it i s bulioved , w 
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beainnin : to VJear t hin , The 111 tlcr r 4Sa1rne ncedo u oucoeoa t o 

juatity ito oloioa but onn gigantic treoh burdens ba i• •POaed on a 

Ocn:;any 'ahooo oconocic poei tion has l a tely been greatly etraincd, 

~'he preocn r iddl e io to know it tho continually inol·cooinc 

di:ff'ioulti eo 11111 precipit ate or tlel~ l!itler• e puronount umbihon, 

Till he pause or proceed fUr ther, I t he decideo to ao ahead in 

hie Al.Ultrinn policy there CIUI be tor bin no halt wo;, houee , tor the 

attempt to ee i ae Vienna wi ll either end in creati ng a Reich ot 

llapoleonio grandeur or aloe bring on a d ieaeter :for the ent ire 

Nazi rl!aime. 
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Vienna., Novembo r 27, 1933. 

The Preeident, 
The IThite House, 

Wa ohington, D. C., U. S.A. 

¥y dear Hr. President• 

Fol lowing your inst ruotione , I have oalled on the 

American Ambassador iD Berl in, and the American M1ni8tors 

to Prague and Buda Peeth. 

I have also j ust completed o journey thr ough t ho 

nino Auatrian provinoea i n whioh I interviewed tho Governors, 

Concanding Generala and Chambers of Commoroo. Chancellor 

Dolltuas has talked frankly to me many tilll8e, as di d 

President Uaoaryk when I was in Prague and I have utili<ed 

every opportunity possible to Jearn the sentiments of 

poli ticians and business men in Austria, Germany, Hungary 

and Czeoho Sl ovakia . 

Tho last four years have been bad ones tor prophets , 

but sinoe your order• were to send you ~ i mpreasiona, I am 

doing so. 

EoonO>oioally, Central Europe 18 barely holding her 

own. The people to a man i n thooo oountr ioe, are watching 
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your progr .. o in Acerioa, toolillf: that 1t a tum tor the 

bettor io to oome it muet originate in Amorioa . 

In Auotria, tho ooonocdo oituotion ia olightly batter. 

'U only trade rolation.o w1 th other oountrieo oould be but a light­

ly improved, Austria would bo on tho road to muoh better things 

and the Dolltuaa Government firmly ostabliohod. It foraip> 

trade do .. not 1u:pron, tho Dolltuu Govorn:oent will fall. 

In Goroony, thoro ie a el1ght improvement in businees 

aince June, but conditions are much worae than a year aco. 
Bor shipp1~ and toroip trade have suffered troMndouoly duo 

to tho Jewish boyoott. 

Politioally tho whole aituation in Europe oentore on 

Bitler. In J1J::f opinion, he 11 a paranoiac, with a girt of 

oloquonoo or • kind about half way between Bryan and Billy Sund~y. 

He h opportunist enouf:)\ to eapitalhe tho Go,.,..n reaotiOD 

aga1not the Voreaillee Treaty, magnify tho Coc=uniet throat 

and atir up tho latent raoial antipathy or tho Go~• to tho 

Jewa, e thi~ easy to do ainco tho J ewe otlll haYo a little 

lott , in contrast to the utter 1mponrhh:Mnt or t ho Germa.na. 

He hoe made tho militarietio spirit today in Germany 

the moat 1ntenao in her history. 

What a peranoho will do when ho f oolo hi• power wan­

ing, and whether Germany ia adequately armed, aro question• 

I oan not an .. or. 

Hitler is on Auat rlan and lllOrs than anything he 

wanto Auotrla aa part ot tho GoM:>an Reiob. Tho orude 
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t eotioe he heo uood to break the Auatrian reaietanoe, hat 
ruulted in the &rowth of a real Auotrio.n llet1onal1e•, that 
ne'far exioted before . In tho peat , the Auatrien ohildren were 
tau~ht that tho hiatory o.nd tradition• of Auotria were inaoparabl y 
link&d with the Hapeburs• • With the fall of the Hapoburge, tho 
Auotr iano were bewildered and hopolooa and roo dy to booome a 
prO'finoo or Germany. Now, thmko to Hitler' a methode, only tho 
!lull want the Anoohluu. 

Of one thing I ac ouro. Hitler hao eurroundod Germany 
with a rin& of ene=deo bound together by a groat roar ot the 
rutbleoe lOilitary efficiency of tho Pruooian, 

The Hitler 'firuo injected into tho Ger=a.n Toino ia well 
exemplified by the Oormen ~niotor Rieth hero. 

l!o tal<eo tho moot inaolont etti tude toward tho Auotrian 
Go•ornment, ignarin& tho in'fitatione of tho Preaidont end Chen­
cellar to their reoeptiono, onying that tho Aust rian Government 
ia purely a mak .. bitt altair and will end at any mCODent . 

Tlhen he l'aturned "'Y ooll, he ,.ked me 1t I would fi'Onk­
ly toll hiJII "''I impi'Ooeiono ot "'Y trip throu&h Auatria . 

I then told hiJII I had found the !lui aenti""'nt had do -

Rieth beo&&o very angry, odd that be had agent• in 
avery olaso and oooupation in Auotria, that Auatria wao 50J' 
Naai , that • Naai putooh would .-oep Dollfuoa out at any 
moo:>ont and than would oomo a pogrom ouoh u Europe had nenr 
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aeon, that every Jew or every nationality would lose their 
property ond be luoky to eeoope froa Auotria with their llvee. 

There ore ••~oral hundred ~erioan Jewioh dootoro, 
studonto and the11• fllD111oo bore thot I feel peroonally reopon­
oiblo tor . 

It thie putooh oomoo, •• moot or the foreign dipl omate 
and newspaper .. n beli ... e it will , I am d'roid there would be 
little I oould do or ooy to help thea 1n the hyoter1a or that 
tllr.e . 

Por tb1o reason in telli~ the preoo obout the beautioo 
and r esourooo or Austria that I oaw in ~ trip, I 1Djeoted tho 
otot~nt that we Amerioon1 were purely observer• and what Austria 
did internally wa1 her bu1lno11 and not ~ro, but that oi nce 
9~ ot Amerioano were desoondod fro~ people who hod oOD& there 
to eooape raoial or rel1&iouo peroeoution, that the oympathy 
of the Amorioan people would not likely ro=ain with a not ion 

that indul5ed 1n auoh peroooution, 

Tho Auotrio.n io like a college treo"-n who deairet 
popularity above all elae and membero of the foroi&n otfloe 
have told me my ototemont would have gr eat influonoe, and Doll­
full oaid that it hod not only not .,.berraooed lWa but had 

helped him in dool1115 with thio i ooue. 

I underotond thoro hoo been oritioi~ ot my ototoment 
in Azlerica. 
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Pleaoe believe me, Wr. Preoident, that I regret 

more than I con oay if sentiment• of humanity on my port 

and a desire to protect Amerionn citizens have caused me 

to ooomit a dipl omatic blunder and embarrasa you in ·~ 

way. I asaure you I shall be very careful of what I oo.y 

in tho future. 

In s~rizing the situati on, I bel ieve tho peooe 

of Europe dependa upon the independence of Austria and that 

Austrian independence depends entirely on her eoonomio 

welfare. 

Before I left America, I talked with prominent 

buaineaa men. publ 1o1eta and bankers . 

All were willing to do everything in their power 

to promote trade with Austr ia. Doll!Usa is onthusiasti o 

about auoh a plan and wanto ~e to go back with o buainesa 

representative of the Aust rian Government i n January to dia­

ouoa t ho ~Atter and get action if poaoiblo. 

In the loot three yearo America has lost millions 

of dollars of exporta to Auatria in meats, automobi l es, etc., 

whioh could be replaced if we would toke her winea , oheoae, 

eto . 

In closing, may I quote t he worda of Sir Wolford 

Selby, British Miniater to Austria• 
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"It the Na&11 oaoe to power and attempt the Anoohluoe, 

1001111 a.-..;y will urohl 11 

Reopeotfully and loyally youro, 

q ~~ If, f'o.rzQQ II! 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 

WASHINGTON 

Apr il 1?, 19/,J. 

LlEJ!.<lWIDUJJ FeR THE PRESIDEHT: 

Subject: The Austrian Battalion. 

In view of the interest expressed by you in the Austrian 
Battalion, I wish to inform you of the present status of that 
unit . 

The Austrian Battalion was sponsored by Archduke otto 
of Hapsburg-Lorrsi.ne who organized a military committee to assist 
i11 the recruiting of vol unteers among Austri ans in this country. 
The efforts of this comml. ttee have proven unsuccessful . Very 
few vol unteers have been received to date and it is hiehly 
improbable that a sufficient number of volunteers will ever be 
received to complete the organization of this Battalion or main­
tain it at full strength. The War Department attempted to fill 
this unit by direct assignment of all Austrian aliens entering 
the Army. This r esulted in a general l ovrering of the morale of 
the unit and created undesirable political repercussions . 

Since a co1nbat unit composed of enlisted men who were 
resentful and of low morale would be of little military value , 
it was necessary to put the unit back on a voluntary basis . A 
battalion of this type requires a streneth of 931 men. It 
appears that only 144 men 1ti.ll remain after the transfer of 
those Trho are wntilling to stay. The r eact ion of the American 
public to the Aus trian Battalion has been neeative and it is 
doubtful if it Will ever have any propaganda or military value . 

Tne Chief of Staff recommends that the Austrian Batta.lion 
be disbanded, and I agree ?r.i. t h hiJn . Ho"llever , before taking final 
action, your wishes in this matter are requested. 

Secretary of ~ar~ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

lfay 11, 194.3. 

YEIIORABDOK FOR 

THE SECRETARY OF WAR 

•ro READ .l.ND BETUIUI 

FOR KY li'ILES. 

F. D. R • . 

Letter from Robert or Aus tria, New York City, 
5/9/ l.. 3, to the Pres ident. , enclosing a memorandum 
about his ideas concerning the future of the 
Austrian Battalion , which is the outcome of 
hi~ observation of the Battalion here nnd the 
war experiences which he gathered i n Gre~t 
Britai n f rom interrogating prisoners of war 
and watching co:nmanao raids . 



WAR DEPART M E NT 

WA.St-4tN0TON 

J 

II' WI I[ ~ 14, 1943. 

l~ ~~ 8::~ '1 .. ] 

MFliORANIXJ)( FOR THE PRESIDM: t 

I am retuming herewith fo r your files 

the cor res pondence pertaining to the Austrian 

Battalion, which General Marshall and I have r ead 

with lllUch interest. 

Secretary of War. 



., 

I a ret...mtnc herni~h tor JOil1' tUM. 

~· OOM'MpOilcl.,oe per1o&1niJlr w ~. Al&nriaa · 

Bat~alion, whieb o-1'1 ll&rehall ancl I na ... reed 

leoreU.J7 or Wu. 



Dear Mr . Presi dent , 

New York City 
May 9t h , 1943 

Bef ore leavi ng your great country 
I wanted t o write to you t o thank you Cor t he ki nd­
neae with which you have r eceived ce a nd to expres s 
~Y coat sincerest thanks Cor t he beautiful picture or 
yours which you have eent ~•· It • as i ndeed a g reat 
pleasure for ce t o have a talk with you a nd t o take 
with me this wonderful souvenir of a most del ightful 
and i nteresti ng mee t1ng with the 1nspi ring leada r or 
Austr i a' s great Allied Nation . 

I take t he libe rty of enclosing a 
short memorandum a bout my i deas concerni ng the fu ture 
or the Austrian Batta l ion which i s t he outcome of my 
observation of t he Bat tali on he re and t he war experien­
ce& whi c h I ga t hered i n Gr eat Britain f rom i nterrogat i ng 
priaonere or war and watchi ng co-~ndo raide , 

r.'lth again so r.any thanks Cor a ll 
your kindness , I rerrain , " r , President 

Yours very s i ncerely 



THE AUS1'RIAN BAT'l'ALIOII , 

I. The i mportance or the Austrian Battalion, 

Contrary to the opinion or some people the i mpor tance or the Austrian Bat ­talion is not eo much as a fi ghting unit - such a unit would always be a d rop in an ocean- but there is also an i mmense political value , 
According t o the most reliable i n rormations, especially rr om neutral coun­tries , the establishment or the Austrian Unit in the u. s . Army had a great in­fluence on the Austrian morale. Al ready a rew weeks a fter the creation or the Battalion a f l are- up or unrest and sabotage in Austria was reported, Evon the German radio and press noted warninsa and dea t h sentences tor ccany Austrian patriots . It was for t~e first time that Austrians aaw t hat their independen­ce was really guaranteed by facts and not only by Allied propaganda, The Ger­man newspapers i n Austri a felt , that the creat ion or the Austrian Battal i on was such a blow, t hat they published a Yticles sayi ng, that i n the ease of a German def ea t Austria i s goi ng to suffe r t he same !ate as the whole Reich. For more t han two weeks the Ge rman newspapers in Aus t ria trlod to soften that blow. 
There is one fact which ought not to be forgotten. T~ere are abou t 400 . 000 Austrians scattered over the whole German army. These men have been forced to t111ht in the German army. It must be a dm i t ted that while a few t'ought with en­thusiasm against Russ i a, all Austrians were poor fighters as soon as t hey came up agai nst the Allles, Tbis ..-as proven i n ::orway and Greece . It is known that since the occupation or t hose two countries Austrians i n t he German army have helped the local underground movements extensively agains t Germany. 
It can therefore be said t hat the bulk or t he Austrians are in t'avor or t he Allies and ready to help them if any kind of encouragement can be g iven, Up t o now it was diffloul t for them to desert or to make sabo tage i n the German army because t here was ve ry little hope t'or them to escape punishment, One who see• the liet of the Austr ian soldiers execut ed by the Geroane must r eali ze that even i n this horeless situation many have dared to make t he supreme sacrifice to help the cause of their country, 

The knowledge that t here exists an Austrian Battalion ka in t he U.S . Army will encourage the Austrians greatly to desert as s oon as t hey are going to ra­ce the Allies on t he oontinent . The Aust r ians can be t'or t he Allies the Fifth Column withi n the German army. 

It a ppears c l early that t he Austr ians -forcibly i n the German army- can be or a greater help to the Allies than any othe r nation, But there t s also another problem, which makes Austria the most vulnerable spot i n German hold Europe, Aust r ia is at thie ti~e not only the cost i mportant industrial production center tor Germany -no bombi ng has up to now disturbed the i ndustry or iron,oteel , air­planes , textiles, explosives, f ert i litero , motorcaro and railway-repairshope- but i t must be poi nted out,that all the military traffic to Southern Russia,Ruman1a, Hungary, the Balkans and to Italy has to pass Austria. Tbere are only two rail­way& cros sing the Alps , over the Brenner and the Southern line to Venice , 90% or all trains to Italy run through Austria and 85% or all trains to the Balkans too, In the moment or an Allied invasion or t~e Balkans or in Italy , the Germane 
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would be forced t o rush all men and material t hrough Austr1a .Austr1a will then 

(
, b e the heart of the German defense system and moat vulnerable to sabotage , 

It the Austrians know that they have a chance to fight succe stully agains t their oppres sors , they will strike with all their power, 

II, Reorganization of the Austrian Battali on. 
Knowing the importance or the Austrian Battalion for the fighting morale or t he Austrian nat1on,it i s essential to organize the Battalion for the bast use of its purpose , 

It must be admitted that due to the influence of certain foreign elements and t o an unfai r ritizi sm or certain newspapers the Battalion had lese succe ss as it was expectea. on the other hand certain military ot roles considered the Ba• talion only from the point or view or a fighting uni t a nd did not recognize its moral value, It must also be admitted , that certain circles have voluntarily sa­botaged the effort to build up a Battalion by ordering recently that every boy who get s the American citizenship must leave the Bat talion . Now every Austrian volunteer gets the U, S, c itizenshi p automatically after three months service , In t his way no Austrian Battalion can ever be raised, 

It would therefore see~ to be useful to takle the proble~ fro~ another an-gle . 

The Austr i an Battalion should be organized as a special troop i nstructed tor the purpose of handling the Austrian prisoners of war and deserters . Moat of the volunt~era having university education would be sui ted for t he job of intel­ligence . They could be trained as officers so that when the deserters would come in , they can be entrusted with the job of commanding a real military unit compo­s ed of those deserters and to interrogate the incoming men to get the maximum Of information of military value, It must be r emembered that people :1lways con­fide their knowledge much more r eadily to t heir fell ow countr~en t han to f o­reigners whom they do not know. The Austrians ought also ,. be trained for the purpose of policing the country when it is occupied by t he Allied troops and to help t he Allies i n their contact with the local pooulation, One must remember that t he Austri ans know t heir country and know also a g reat many people who can be trusted to be 100~ pro All~y . 
This principle bas been already applied in the British co~mando rat de on Norway where it is due to the acco:npan1ng tlorwegians that everything went smoot h· ly and that the Norwegian populati on understood i~ediately what it was all a­bout, 

To apeak pract1cally ,a high ranking officer ought to be a ppoi nted 1n char­ge of the Austrian Battalion capable to give the men a special tralning and in­dependent enough not t o have to worry about regulations concerning other Ameri­can battalions whose job i s only to fi ght and who are not selected for such spe­cial Jobs as the Austrian one . He ought to have direct a ccess to the highest mi­litary authorities without having to go through all tho stages of military hier­archy and by doi ng eo antagonize certain people who do not underst~nd the poll­tical i mplications of the Battalion and consider it as another of the :':lany figh ­ting uni ts of the U. S. Army ,Already 25 to 30 boys have volunt e red for a CO:':lm1es1· on and were due to leave 1n a very short while for the Officer Training School. When t he whole outfit has been thoroughly trained for the job ,1t should be sent abroad eo as to follow i mmediately the first troops launched against the conti­
nent 1n the sector nearest to Austria, In one word to have a "CADRE" able to ta­ke over prisoners and deserters and moreover trained for intelli gence jobs and 
policing . These have been the methode adapted by the Germane when t hey had only a small a rmy and whjoh allowed them in a ve ry short time to create seemingly out Of nothing the effic ient Re1chswehr which we have to fight now, 
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June 1"' , 1M3. 

lty clonr Otto: 

Your l~ttPr of June f i r nt han boon rn'\r1 ·.1i t h oono onro nnr1 I · h.~vo roquCI ot ed the cJC' 'U't.,ont of " t '\tr to o-:m,.,1ne t he o1nt 11 aot rortll t hnrein . 

1\n you l<no•;~ , va r iotto nro jeota for the tol'MAtion ot cro'ms •ho woulO ·>roTioi nn3lly ~nrosont t he Austrian !'1ove.,ent i n t h i s country havn han t ho earn~ 1 nttont ton ot t ho otfioin1a o1' thi 'l Clov rrnnPnt. I know , however , you uil1 realize t h:l t tron t hn ont eet , an!'l I r':O bnok t o n "tl" t e"1ont rop;ar c'l1 ,,., Froe 'loveoent a i ssued by thf' Do•10rt1:1ont of Sto. te 1n Deoenber 19" 1, t h1 o Clov<'r r\!!l!'nt h ... o nov£>r undertak'ln to cleteM1ne vhnt <Jho •1(1 l c tho nP..,bPreh1~ ot a r;roun l'lro:1dly roprosentat,.ve in olmractnr timt 1011ld k"OP alive t he i nrlo- enclont "ni ri t ot tho<~o n'l t1o'ln whi ch h:lve bee~ ov~rco 1P bv foroo. 

Inned hardly a~ that t le Annricnn ~eo l o uou11'1 f~la<1ly ace t he "eo le of Aun trin a(l'llin tnko their .,l aon n11 a 1 i '1deno'1de·lt nati on , a"ld t 'h1s Oov..,r~r~ont •111 oont i ''UO to nxalllino .hatov3r ')l ana 11~y be holutul t o t'w united Austrian : oo l e in rlPt eni ni n."' t''e1r tutl1re nnr1 i n aid111,"" t he:"1 , in l i ne 11 t 'l t ho r,eneral ·mr·1oaoa of tl10 Ini t e<l ''a tiona , t o nakn an effective contr1but 1o, to~a-~ t ' e1r liberat ion . 
Very Pi nonr oly your~ , 

ol .n.n. 
J\rohclHl•e Ott o of Aus tr1n 

Rroadmoor totol 
'nah1 nf"t on , D. C. 

(Sgd)FRANKi..Itl 0 . ROOSr.VELT 
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DRAFT 

My deer Archduke: 

Your letter or June 1 has been reed with some oare 
and I have requeeted the Depnrtment of State to examine 
the point s set forth therein. 

Aa you know, various project• t or the fortat i on or 
groupa who would pr oviaiona1ly represent the Austrian 
movement in this country have hed the careful at t ention 
ot t he official s or this Government. 1 know, however, 
you will realiz e that rrom the outset,. and I go baok to 
e statement rega rding Free Movements issued b~ the De­
partment or State in Deoember 1941, this Government has 
never undertaken to determine what should be the member­
shin or a grouo broadly reoresentat1ve in character tha t 
wouldlreep alive the independent spirit or those n~~t1ona 

which have been overcome by foroe. 

1 need hardly add thAt the American people would 
gl ad l y see the pe~ple of Austr ia aga in t a ke their place 
as an independent nation, and this Government will con­
tinue t o examine whatever p lena may be helpful t o t he 
united Austrian people in determi ning their future end in 
aid i ng them, ln line with the general ourposes or the 
Un i ted Na tions, to make an erreotlve cont ribution toward 
their liberation. 
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I' \ D I!:PARTME NT Of" STATE 
WAS H INGTO N 

June 10. 1943 

~:y dear L:r , PreSident : 

I o.m returnine; hore,.i th tho lettor addresoed to 
you under date or June 1 by the Archduke Otto, accom­
panied by a draft text or what seem s co the Departm&nt 
to oe an a pproprinte r& ply . 

Tho text or the prcposed outgoing letter has 
been left in this draft fo~ since t he concluding 
paragraph of t he Archduke 's let ter contAins a roquost 
on nno the r matter which mny require your personal At-
tent.Lon , 

Faithfully yours, 

Enclosures: 

1. Le t~er f rom 
J\rchduke Otto . 2 , Dr af t roply. 

The Pr esident, 

The lihi te House, 



i;lrpartmrnt of ftau 

...... I 
··"'ow 

•• 
U1ttr drantd 

PRESIDENT 

··--- ...._ 
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washington D.C . , JUne let 1943. 

Dear ll.r,Prea1dent , 

A taw weoks ago , - on ll.ay 4th - my brother Robert had the honor ot being received U,y you and on thie occaeion submitted to you, ll.r.President, a precise plan how a proviaional, non- partisan Austrian Rational Council or Government could be formed. The proposal aimed at the crea­tion ot an Austrian Representation whioh, in the spirit ot the Atlantic Charter, would not interfere with the tuture decisi on ot Austria, while giving that country a representa­tion tor the period during which the Austrian people - just as the other Axle-occupied countries - is forcibly silenced. As you will remember, the proposed setup did not inoludo my person, 

You had the kindness to refer the wholo mat­ter to the Department ot State. I understand now that some forces in the State Department seem to oppose even n provi­sional solution of the Auatrian question at this moment. 
I am very much afraid that without your per­sonal intervention, ll.r, President , the whole American poli cy in the Austrian quest i on will have been made in vain. 
It ia juat now at the dawn ot the liberation ot Europe by American forces that Austria may play a daoi -a11'a part in shortening the war. Austria ae the railroad and transportation center ot Europe can do a lot to eava many American lives. But in order to act, the Austriana muat ba ancour86ad. Thay muet ba shown that the Un1ted llationa will ra-aetablieh thair i ndependence and will consider them aa one ot their group. The Austrians are entitled to that by their heroic t1va- 1aar res1etenoe to O.rmaD7. But to arouae the Austri ana to full action, mere words ere not enough. A mova 11ka tha creation or the Austrian Battalion wae aomath1ng real , tangible. Alraa~ the complete disbandment or the Bat-
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talion ia used widely by the German propaganda. It haa had tragic effeota i n Austria. 

In this situation an action like the one proposed in the plan of my brother would be the beet solu­tion. Ae pointed out , the representation would by no means infringe on the later decisions of Austria. I am sure that it would be hailed in thia spirit by the Austrian people. It would re- eatablieh complete confidenoe. It would giva my country the feeling that it is represented, that it baa a trustee acting tor it in the free world. 

I know, Xr. President, that you aa the leader ot the polioiea aa well aa or the military affaire on our aide, will understand thia point. '.l'hat i s wb7 I take the liberty to appeal to you in favor or the creation or thie non-partisan, provisional Austrian representation. 

'l'he people of Austria have confidence in you and your leadership: I know that they will not be diaap -pointed. 

It would be a reel privilege for me if I could have the opportunity of a few minutes talk to you. At the aame t i me I would be very gratefUl to aubmit to you aome highly confi dential information. 
With my most respectful regards I remain, dear Xr. Preeident, 

Yours very d ncerely 

),'71 ·,p..J~. 



/ TH E W HITE H OUSE 

WASHINGTON 

dlfORAIDOII FOR 

'l'liB SBCRBT.lRY OP StAT! 

POR PREPARATIOI OP .REPLY 

FOB 11Y SIGIIAl'OR!. 

P. D. a. 

Lettor fro:s Otto of Austria , h/1/L'I , ur11ln& 
t he creat ion of non-partisan , prov1olonnl ~uotri~ 
rear••cntetlon , as sug~e•tod b;v n\o brother, 1\obert. 



':'he eol_u t i on of th~ A•ustri nn prob1 Am , 

'"'he solttion o!" t'~ .:te• 1'\n '1U~ t1on 111 of the gre11.tnst Ul"(;•noy. :i'he OO!IIinc P'r,. •t oonf,.,.l!nc•e of t.:·t- t;nit~d. ··,.+.ions An.l the inol"'3M1nr- oon• .oto on ~e .oe plr ... ins n"CP.~,..it .~,.. t1t~ ~,.. .... •nee ot t~·v· cou:1tr, .-m1c~1 is th~ '1•" t ot .;e trf\1 .n..- :iO'tt!t- "' t rn '"':ltro!"'& . -~e ~ ..... pB t c:ikl!n b:; t~e ... ~ . ... . "iov ... n -ent in t"'e ·"' ri .n .II" tion Also 'lA'<o it 1~r .. rat1vl" th \I the;; 11hould b~ follo-~d tip. 
It i" ohvioue th"'t t ,. r'"•~·"'•-ti '~ : olitie .1 trntl.!ica , e+l"ian .. ..,ir:r •ton is no+ nt .11 r•p-ennt•tive R'l<' t~~t t'1 !'lOn!J the :>olitico,l clE.nll of t'HI 9M1>.r tion '\'"" ~·toh , tH\t t.'le " l" .tirtn ru•t 1)., "lininf\t~d • +"Je baeia of •.he eolution • 

ion of t.>te 
eli~ ~r nc~o 
•oli t1o.~1 t.r i -

•• "Olu ti n o:: the ·• •e· r1r>.n prohll!'!l can only be found thl"O'tS'' tho crcnti­on of r. nll!ttl"l\l provisinnnl l""!!r"sentation t'1'1ich , ut"lottgh 1nd•pendent from thfl! e"' 1 :ra+lon, s-till h.a.a a c~rJnin 1 ·i t u ~c:' • 

A1J there is no A>tetriRn dipla•»tic r"c>r"'s•nt •tion nbJ:"oa' one cOttld tnrn to th~ con,.ul3 M b"-Sls or anoh 1eg1 tirtP.cy. It is on thiG a eunption th -.t th<' prosent pl .n i s fOilnded r 

""'1., t' ree "''~·"ian conB!tle Tlo arP l1vin3 in thiG oo•mtr~1 nd ~""o have not yi~ld,.d to ·h~ Ge!'l'll\ns should ~rite to t'1e St ••• 1et>n.rtn,.lt, t.sking t'l.t in t·,,. ~!"iri t of' +>" d .. c,;, .r~.·ior of Secr<>t r" ':Ull of .Tul:' ~7t'l 1 l!!42 t'ley r"loul~ bP e.·t•~oriz•d t~ TlaT"\A'r' t•~eir Otiviti'!S n.8 HtDtri. n C n 1118 . """' ia would be ace~ ted by tha State DB!)l'.rt>~"nt . 

"""'le T."':tt ~ ar .-'Ulti '"le ~\ t '\ 8' O""t - ... 11_., ... :-ea.ft,.r t'1.4! OOn 'tl -auld ·rita .in to t'·e Stah :>e., ,.t ent '" • a-.~ ·'!at t'·• recosnition of 11 frl-vieionl\l Anot,..ian Jr .•ion'1l Catnoil cmposod 'or P •o'l for-:nor .me t.rian c!. · o-re .t" end cons•t1s ,,. o have til' '-''" •in"d lov .].t:• to ,~tetria. and t',eir .• ue ­+ri an n:.tion . .J,ity. -., .. ~. P.r .. five •·to'• r.en l iving in th• ·e9t,.rn ':Pnio';'h~­':'hi e .•rovir1ona.1 · .tion"~ Co.tnoil ~onld in t1te s n,. tine .... Tit'! to •;,., Stat.o De!)a,.t 1t skin~ for rcoo:;nition. It fiOIIld decl ~l'O t."l,,t it '010id9rs its flrne>-tions t.s purelY t•r..,or .rf 1\nd o~l:r +· .. ~ d:• ty to _,.ill t~· :; .p . ~e ;r "vieic-n ..1 •• •i.,n.ol vOilncll · c.t 1 i eC:i .,_~ely ~eti ,..., Qn • ·• ·o·, -=•n• -ould be for,'ln in• ide ,\ns•l"in , ....,e 5ttlt" ::l'l'1nrtn9 :t coul<l t"en rroo 11d to r• co~ni­ZP t'lO A,o -~'~i .n , •'tion~l COitncil ~.::. t;t, tn nor~r:r r..-::r~· .. son~ .t ion or •he "'"tri .n St e , 

.l'l soon q •hie l"eco :n!tion \7":\t d be p•rfect , +l,~ ' i ltt •. r:r Co·11,1ttee for t>ta Lil)er tion of ,'ol"t¥i "Ould C.i<1bMd an~ hrn ov r 1\ll it cloe·r:"'lltt to t,:, .. "•lion l '"'tnell • 

..,,~ 1. t •+ap ~nuld be a f'l'l '7e •'-o lat"r t~:1cn t·,e :>rovieione.l ·: .tionnl .::o,.ncil ·-,o•tl' tl"·.n"fo= i+e,.lf into , r rovis ional ~t• r.•ri n ,o·r "rc:ent an'! no­ti!"~~ tt St11. _,. je· .,~ t o .. ... , ,_.., c·- , ·t! . -liS note o-..1ld ~!"'l?n iz.e tl a~ Ute proT.. i;n>U . .:to ...i. nGov•rrment ':1'11 '"eti,.~ t tl1o liborntion. t'l tit d<Y.'B not ~,~nt to infl,tonoe thr !'ut·trl' co· •1t·•t1on of .\notri • '" StRtA :le­P rt:nt-:1t o..tlt\ 't 'e co-niot.nce or t'"'· ~ra: 40 r- "ion o! t~.,. rovi io .1 ·- .-+~on·\1 v('nr.cil 1.-t;o ,r,·v1sion~ ';oy.-....,..~'"'':1 • :By t.'11s prooc~·'lre ti:,_ ~ I."L tri.n 1ue·+i on c.,_tld be e ol ved for t'l'! dltrati on or the .. rn.r ~1 th aut J:"ouai nr.: too m tch onntrov~re1<!1l 1 ••i thor.t t ere Un:; n rt:r quP. • 1 >ne , in +"te b., + B;>1-r1 t of +'1P At • ..nt1c ~l-lar• r . 



/ 

b- 15-4) 

T Hil WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

I lw.v• 6. ral)Ort. f~ Cener•l 
Ber&bey rur.aNJ.n. tJtto or 1\UStri .. , in 
whicb Hershey .. ye ttey will procoea wi~h 
bio induc~ion .. t his conveni&nce • 

.. 'h• n the <:>elocti ve Service h"" 
cocrJlete• Lhe1~ l)<ort, be will be givun ~ 
~h~ xnoy whero ho will fi r st tLke hie 
!Msic tru I nLI{' "t C..mp r<obinson , xrlu.neae . 
•.ft er co~:~olo~ion or this course, he will 
be asslj;ll.ld ~ ~he ,,djuu.nt Gener<.l' a 
Officer Cwldidu~e School, Fort. •jeshi~ton, 
lo:a T.f lb.nd • 

This will t..CC03 ·llab oat '""• 
oatlin"" by drecdnri~e Long ,.00 "J>Proved 
by the Prosic!.,.,t. 

.:., . ... . . 0 



WAR DEPARTMENT 
OFFICE OF THI! C HII!I" OF STAFI" 

WA5HI NGT·ON 

June 11 , 194) . 

J.lEMORA\'IJUt" POR GE~l WATSON : 

I ha va been in touch w1 th General l!erahey 
rer.ardin? Otto or Austria, and Ganeral Hershey will 
proco&d with his induction. Whon Selective Service 
hAo turned him over to uo , we olnn to as•1e:n him to 
tho Branch Ictatorial ~eplac~~ent Traininr ~enter, 
Ce01p Joseph T. Pobins on, Ari'.arsaa. !!ere be will 
undor~o besie trainin• cloael:y uin to that or the 
inrant.ry . Upon comolotlon or this course , bo will 
bo assigned to the AdJutant Goneral' s Of ficor Cendi­
dnte School , Fort Waahln6ton , 'nryland . 

...:rw_c(, 
11~Ca.r th: . 

l-1' "'11 \ "'o 'Ae.'Jel" t.H:t"ary 

CF CLASSIFI£0 
~0 011{. ~oo.P • • :OS/ 

0« • - tf • Iff.- '£ 
Slgnatun~-~~ 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH INGTON 

June 2, 1943. 

~UORANDUU FOR THE PflEtiiDENT: 

General Hershey ' phoned about the 
case of Archduke Otto . He says that Otto, 
l ike his brother s , was registered by the 
Draft Boar d . His brother s have been called 
~nd inducted . Sever al times Otto ' s name 
has been brought to Hershey but each time 
he has pushed it aside thinking he would ask 
the Stat e Department what information they 
have on the subject . When he ciid ask the 
State Department , Mr s . Shipley talked to 
Sumner Welles , who said there was no politi­
cal implication, ana that they could draft 
him as far as the State Department was concern­
ed but he , l'lelles , thought they had better 
clear with the Vihite House . Hershey wants to 
(10 exac t ly what we w~.&nt done but asked me 
if he could get so~e clarification on this 
case . I attacn nerewith a Llemorandum from 
BrecKinriaBe Long containing a suggesti on for 
the disposition of this case . 



/ 
TH £ W HIT!: HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Jun• 5 , 19·1:1 . 

l<S"ORA:lDUJ~ FOR 

!ell Hershey ! ngr e w: tn 
this . 

F. D. R. 



/ 
D EPARTM ENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL ',1ATSON 

FROM BRECKINRIDGE LONG 

J une 2 , 1943 

You reoueA t ed a memor andum of our telephone 
conversation this morning about Ott o of Aus tria. 

Our conversation was to the eff ect thAt a l l par t ies 
mi ght be sa tlsfl ed if Otto was t aken in the dr~rt nnd ln 
due course assi~ned to a non- com training school and 
af ter graduation there t o ~n officers' tra1n1nf school . 
He would eventually get out a s a s econd lieutenant and 
could be ass i gned to some kind of noncombatant duty and 
gr adually promo t ed, if hi e merit justified 1t , to abou t 

';:";;.: :":_;: :;; ~r?::;/'7 
~.-f"~ / 
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eTANDA"D P'O"M NO. I . A 

""-lD .., Tl4R I'HSioorr 

~ IWICH 11. 11211 

TELEGRAM Sep~cmber 9 , 194~ · 

OFFICIAL BUSINESS GOVERNMENT RATES 

Her Imper i al •• tu Jes ty 
The Empr esl> Zita 

Royal ston 
.1a:;sachu s utts 

••• 

DcliBhtt:d you r.nd yot..r t uo cic:Lugntcl'S can come 

t o l W1ch on Sl.lturday . The ltoUl' i s one oc l ock . 

Fr~n.l~n D. Roos~vel ~ 



c 
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JfU.:t··'IV•n 

IP91 ot Pn OO 

TDAH ROYALSTON UASS SEPT 9 1047A 1943 

MISS GRACE TULLY 

WHITE HOUSE 

WOULD YOU KINDLY INrORM ME BY WIRE ROYALSTON MASS OF THE 

LUNCH HOUR AT HYDE PARK ON SATURDAY. REGARDS 

COUNTESS KERSENBROCK . 
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Donr Vr . President, 

; l't wtll IE tHNSl 

S£P g 8 ~5 ~H '1\3 
'\ECEIVEO 

Many thon~s for your kind letter or September 3d, received 

at this moment . I should of cour se prefer to cone on Saturday , 

18th in or der to have the pl easure of seing your eon and hie fa­

mily , but I am afrai d that the l atter date is too near of Septem­

ber 21st and that somethi ng might occur which would prevent our 

meeting . The refor e I th i nk it safer to choose next Saturdsy, 

September lltb, and I am l ooking rorwerd very much to visiting 

you. 

Following your kind i nvitation I shall probably bring ~ 

t wo youngest dau~hters, Oherlotte and Elisabeth, with me , Ade l ­

aide unfortunately bein~ too busy with her work rivht et this 

moment. She very much hopes to be able to come and see you a 

litt l e lat er. 

With '111;1 warmest regards, 

very sincerely yours 

c 

Royalston, Maes. , September 6th 1943 . 
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~ dear lllpl'eu U.taa-

Con!1dent1a~, I llopo to be b.-. 

the t wo oo::U.nl! c·e.Jtc:l4D all4 I aa WODder1ng it J01l 

could 110tor \IVer ~ ltfdc Ptor:.: f or Wllch with aA7 

ot the children you hove li"ith Y-'U OA Sllturds.7 0 

Septet<~ber olevt~nth, or llatul'd!IY 1 Saptc:.~bar oi ght oent b., 

I hope so. 

On t.ho u tter date , I hope h 
have :J:J son, J\llln, Md b1a wU'e aD4 cbil41'411l ;rUb 
ca. Be is return!n« fl'<r.: the Pac1!1c Coaat, hartDa 
been order'~ t o a oew warship. 

lrl th tl)' Wt.rJl UCarda 0 

Her Icperial UnJe&ty 
the &:l;)rcaa Zita, 

ila)'n la too 1 
.. aaaclll&.lette. 

Very :iocerely 7oura, 



Deer Mr . President, 

Following your invitation to come and soe you on my forthcoming 

stay in the United States, I want to l ot you know, that I havo just arrived 

in Royalston, Mesa. and that I am Bt83ing here probably until September 21 . 

I would indeed bo very glad to beva the opportunity of payi ng 

you a visit . I would bo grateful if you would let me know aa aoon •s possible 

whnt date would suit you baat . 

In ease I should not be able to bring "the Profoaaor• alo~ with 

me , I woul~ , according to your invitation, come with two or throe others or 

my children . 

My best wishos accompany Mr s . Roosevalt on her trip to the battle_ 

front e . 

I am sanding you, doar Mr. President , my warmest ro~erda 

Royaleton, Maas. September lst . l943 . 
Telefone : Athol ll, W. 



1/ 

Se pt ember 15, 194 ) . 

Dear Ottoa 

I had a delilh~ • i ait r~o• your 
.ot her and two or the 11rb at l(yde Pa.r.c on 
Satunlay. I Jut 10t baolr. and haY& to l ean 
&lain toaorrow n enill&, 10 I tear that it wi ll 
be i mpo• ai bl e t or a e to • ee you until teo day• 
!roo n ow. 

General Wat801l Will aet 1n t ouoh wi lb 
you at t ha t t iae . I hope you will be baelr. rros 
the West . I bope, t oo, tha t you ean briDI your 
d•ter .. elaide t o see me when you coma. Wour 
mot her told me t ha t ehe aoul.c1 be here f or a t ew 
4ayl . 

fery 11Deer aly yours, 

I:I . R. B • 
.trcbdllke llt:to or All•tr ta, 

The Broa dnoor, 
Wa sb1DitOD, D. C. 

• r; -



~aehin~ton D. C. Sept•~ber 11th 194~ . 

D1Ar Mr . President , 

R• ther lmportnn~ n•w' have re•ched "'~ t'rom Hunger)', 
wbicb I wont to oo~~unicatc to you pArsonally . 

I would like therefore to have, if possible, ~he op­
portunity to talk with you for a few lllinut.es durin,. thh 
week . I am herA 1n WPahin.,ton uotil Frid•y ni.,h!:, wh.,n I 
will hovo t~ le~ve for n wholo wAek. I Pm, no Alwnys , At 
th~ Bro~dcoor ApArtm1nts . 

With ~v respectrul r~·2r~o I n~, lorr M~ . Pr~eirl~nt, 



THE WHITE HOUSit 

WASHINGTON 

Sept . 28 , 1943 

GMCE : 

Invite both of them to ten 

on Friday at 5 :00. 

F . 0 .R . 



> 

\.)- / 
\. (' / 
~v .. • 

~nnh1ngton , D. C. 
Soptember 27th , 1943 . 

~ear . r . President , 

::any than':o for your very kind let er or Septa· ber 15th and your invitat.lon to · y sister .• delha1d to co:r.e and see you duri ns her forthco~ il'll3 visit I" ere 1n .. aehir.o­ton . I want to i nform you , tl'>at she Ttill arrive here on t he morning of friday October let and will remain until sunday October 3rd i n tl"e evening , 

.. y sister would be so ~;lad 1f she could have an opportunity to ee~ you asa1n during her stay here . She regretted eo ~uch that sho could not come with my rnothor when she x isited you i n Hyde Fark . Could you have t!-.e .,roat kindnea to let - e know , "hat time wi ll be convenient for you. 

With y respectful r".::arde , I am , dear ldr . President 

Yours very sincerely 



.., 

• 

-::ashin tnn , D. C. 
Oc tol:'er , 3 , 19113 

Pear "r, :rrc• 11 rm t , 

Eefore l<!:ivln 

to drop .. ou a line 1r. or:!er to · ~n :•tlu ho; ;:1a4 I NA!I 

to have seen you o.r:aln and ho1 "'UC1' I en eyed the t,oA at 

the :'ih lte ·:ou!'le , 

! 13~t to 'ell ~ou also all ~J best 

tv1 s\ ca for :,.·o·1r nct1v1t1ea ln :J~e co· 1 .... - O!":~~s . I a C""'!'l-

•t1nccd t!·~::t un:!er yc:.:r lcr..der•!11:: ~e r.11 1 see f1 '1- vl-::-

:.nry l :o a no~ too f r o.l1 ts.nt f"!.ure . 

I v'lry "'Uch hope tl'at I ~ay coon l1ovo 

t! e O"T'ortun1ty tn co.,l on :·ou a 'l1r . 

''lth -y ntl":"cot r ~r1s I a- , dec.1·· 

"r. Fre:Jldent , 

Yours •tary !ilncerely 

(, 



October 19• 194). 

DNr 0\toa-

I •• clelibllt <-'CI to lmow t hat yov •oCher 
i a co~ down to l ashinaton on I~Ye~ber second. 
l OOUAt OD l&ein& bor b11t 1 C"t'.UOt t .. ll da!ini \el7 
becau.ae lon:aber teccad i s lUecUOD ~ aD4 I -
aoL sure juat ' hen I will o t.o H:rd~ Park or 
return to lr&l hin&ton . I wi.ll lot you Jw.:lw 1A a 
1"ew daya. 

" I t "~II Ct;CC t o ~toe yot.. m4 _, faYorite 

B. R. B. 
Archduke Ott.o or AUstria, 

Th• Broad::toor • 
lashtn~&oo. D. C. 



• 

. ,.....,_. 

.ashln -ton D. C. 
October 18 ,1943 

Dear •:r . Pre Ride nt , 

she plane to co~e 
of th is •or. th for 
v ry ~uc' t o tc<: 

y , other jus t 1nrorm•>d me that 
to the Un i t ed States ut the end 
a eho··t. ~ttsy . s· e ,,ou'd 1 1ke 
t~is 0 rortunity to 98~ you a ain. 

H~r plo.ns ara no follows : She 1. 111 st!ly in l'er o k f ro,. Octoh'lr 2ftr t1l1 ·o,.,.,_ be r fi rst . She r'.tns to arrive h"re in '' qhi ·ton on the e ·en1n" of ove~bar 2nd or on the ~ornlno o f !lovenbar 3 rd and to loo.ve a ~uln on Novcr.be r 
5th 1n the ·ornln-: . She could armnee t o coMe rro:n ''ol. "ork to Hyde fark or see you dur ing h ·r sta; here ln -ashtn ton. 

I woul<l be dooply g rateful , it' you could have the .. reat l<l~dnees to l et r"e k no1. t hl' date and t1 e that Y.OC~ld be conv,.n l ,mt for ou, so thh~ I 1 -h t i nform ~Y ·ot te r . 

It was euch o. pleasure for my s l ater Adelha i d and ~ysel t' to ~ vo seen you recently. lYe oth enjoyed so very uch the hour t.e spent 1\ i t h you. 

With my respectful re ~ards I & II' , dear ' r , Pres i dent , 

Yours ve ry sincerely 

-. "-"' 



quU .44. rJ:~·,f,J_. 
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~/dfal Awl~~ t~ 

)"11~· . 
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Se.ll" 
' ~l{~ t WAfllt OC:PAJitTMCHT 

\J THE CHI I:,. 0,. STA FF _, .~ (i/27/b8) 

January 19, l94Z4to-

IIE!lO!WIDUII FOR 'l'll!l PRESID!!IT 1 

In CO"J'li&nce with your inatn~ctiona ot yuter­
day General Strong contacted Archduke Otto last evening. 
The Archduke was inf ormed that, in view of the impossi­
bility of avoiding undes i red publicity, it waa considered 
unwise for his brother , Archduke Karl Ludwig, to procood 
from Liebon t o Jiew York with col!ll!lunicationa for Archduke 
Otto, with the idea of returnins to Lisbon in a short 
tiae , Archduke otto was informed that it he so desired, 
existins courier service tor the Wilitary Attache pouch 
would be placed at his disposition for communications be­
t ween bia and his brother. The Archduke accepted and ex­
praased his sratil'ication at the courtesy extended. He 
was informed that his brother should present any communi­
cation that he desired to forward to Washington in a sealed 
packet to the Military Attache in Lisbon who, in turn , would 
be i nstructed to trL~smit it to Washington in an envelope 
addressed personally to the A, C. of s., G-2, for transmit­
tal by band to Archduke otto. Similar arrangeoenta were 
r:oade for co,.,unieationa fro" Archduke otto to Archduke 
Karl Ludwig. 

The execution of these arrange~ent~ will be the 
respond bill ty of l.:ajor Cenerel Clayton Bissell who bas 
been designated as General Strong's successor in C- 2. 

M1Cft21 

....... ,J, • 
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l. 

I . 

A. 

11t t imea rnueh too c•r af'ltl. Hi • morit,. cnn be 1nd~ed if thnv p,.., CC\m-

KAllA~ took chnr~~ or " ~~litie•ll~ 

trv1n .. to force H'nn~ary into & proe tic e of ill e.,. eli tv , violqnr.e end 

persecut ions. ~e purpoe~ of hi~ ~overnm•n~ 1~ twof~ld : n) •o •eve 

The difference between the pr~~ent HtmO"nriAn OnvArnmPnt ft nd thq 

Governm .. nts of the ne117hbnn,.in" cnuntrie~ ( 1\lovPiriR , RtunAn1•; r,,. 



I 
?.. 

Re nbe'l'1 l!erl1n ~P r~r "~ nre,anre torcee him ~o d., •o .- The toll"­

wino; m•in reet nres of )!nn~oriM nol1ey Cnll be noted, which ele~rlT 

prove thflt Rtm,..er:v distinctly •tnnd• ""1'1D•t Naz i " Oleieh•oh•l t.nn" " 

•nd hl!l• never " iven nn h11r tr,.ditinne l wpv or life 1 

1 . ) Tbe freednm of the nre•s 11nd of 1mbl1e critiei"'ll h•" 

been m•inteined. Since 1939 the M~tionel,oeiPli•~ "P••ti Ui ••v " 

i' tho onlT deilv pen•r which h•• been eunore~aed . -t t he Cnurt 

Tribunnl Count BethleD ~dft in •nmmer 1 9"? • • en•ot ion•l utteronc., 

s te tin" th•t the Fa sci st And Nntion•l•ocioli•t i deo logies Pre in 

m1noritv Pnd th• t the world- wer has eertoinlv not vet been decided 

in thll1r f•vor. This ~tfltement wee allowed to be printed in the 

Httn"Rrian press 1111d bronvh~ .ohnnt A etnrm of indi~n•tion in Nazi ~r-

?. . ) Run~•rv i • tho only countrv ~on" t~e Nazi dominP­

ted Stote• on the Eurooq•n Cont1Mnt where Pflrliam~ntnrism i • • till 

funct1onin~ . The RunvPriPn onnn•1 t 1on•l P•rtie • ~njnv t.he libertu 

of or,.~nl••tinn . Ther e i, nn di•crimiMt1nn •P•in•t th" <~~ci•l ­

dem~crPtic Pertv : it• trada- un i ,ns e re elso ~•netionin" freelv •nd 

have rec•ntlv enlisted ~ l Pr "e new memb•r~io. 

3. l The Vllrinn• reliPir"'~ dPnnminflt i on• on,1 ov ~ !,l._hflr­

ty 2£ ~rship . No r estrictions have been eonlied """inst the Jews 

1n r el i , i ou• matt er•, whPre thny Also en,1ov f'ull l ihertv of' rn•eechinv . 

The Prince P~1m•te of Funr•rv, Onrdtn•l Ser6di, ~epeAtedly raised 

his voice in public to oleed the cause of human 11bertv •nd aouelitv 

for evel'T 1nd1vid11Rl . '!'he l!u~crP riPn Oovernm•nt hPa r ejected Oermen 

demonda to tAke Ptepa """i n•t the CArdinal. In "ener • l, the 1nfinence 

o f the v11riou• Churehe , ond nf the reli<ti nu• •nirit wnA nAv•r •n 

•tronv in R,n ,.ery es i t is now, 

'" . ) Spiritunl life '!njoys full liberty of tho11 .. ht. Nn 
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I 
teacher•, no univer~itv nrofossors nor author~ h•va b~en ~~~trict.~d 

n1ent . Up to the nresent d•v much int.er••t is •hown in Hun~erv for 

En~li~h end Amnr1c•n li t erAtu r e . No oroduct of tho AnPlo- SeTnn 

ec i entifio or erbistic snirit ha~ been benned ~d Fn~li•h books cen 

6.) Run~orv he~ become in Wnz1 dom1n•ted Eurone "reAl 

~ .!:£.!: refu~ees . - The"Berliner Boersenzei tnnJl; " h11 s renorted 

th~t more Jews live todav i n Ru~a~ thnn in e l l the rest of F.urope . 

The Hun~arien Jews number 750.000 people who, de•nite the Jewish 

legislation forced unto Hun~ary b~ Germany s t ill pl~y an importent 

pert in the economic and finMciAl life of the country . • These J e­

wish l ewe , enncted ~ the Government , hAVe onlv in oert been cerried 

out, end be~ides very reluctentlv, bv the e·.imini str Ation, end the 

situAtion of the Jews i s i ncomporltbl y more favorAble in Huwary than 

in the re•t of Eurone . The Hun~erian Government hA ~ 9ven extended 

e•~lnm to numerQus ( m'>re than 100 .000 ) Jewish refu~ees neeino; 

from n'liP'hbourin~ countrie,_. . The Hungari~n Upoer Hnnse i• the only 

l~~islative body in Nazi dominated Europe •till heV1nF alec J qwiSh 

members, and repeatedly eXl)re•sion was P'iven in the Hu~arian PAr-

l i•ment to the traditionAl libPr"l Ru~~•ri•n viewpoint condemnin~ 

en ti -Sem1ti~m. On account of the humen treetment of the Jev1• nres­

sure end threats •re beinO' oonst•ntly u•ed A<rAin~t. Hu"" ·'t'Y bv r;e,.,.,•nv. 

In November 1942 end in Aoril 1943 Germony hos mAde form•l diolo -

m•tic r enresent•tion s to the HunaArion On vernment in thi • metter, 

but they ware in eVery in• t •nce r ejected as German i nterferences . 

6 . ) The kind trePt.ment of the Polish refu~eea- mili-

terv and c ivi l i an - i s ~enerAllv known. The Polish refUP'ees not 

only en.1oy ful l freedom includin"' thP poesibility of employment, 



4. 

but al•o hPVe e•t•bli•hed in Run~Pry their own cul~urAl in•t1 -

tu t1ons, a Poli•h Ri~hachool , A Pnli"h Coll•ge , where the Po -

lish studqnts 11re bein .. educ•ted. The:~" "r~ Also admi t ted to 

the Ru"lPariPn Universi ties . - French, Bal~>"ian • nd Dutch pri so­

ner s of war . esc Aped from o .. rmany, 11re al so given an asylum i n 

H~ery. They enjoy th e same libqr tiea RA All other forei~ners . 

Germany hes r eoeetedly nrotest~d, but ell the same the numbe r 

of such e scaped French, Bel Ri •n and Dut ch war nri soner s i s con ­

s t a ntly growin~ . 

7 . ) Toda.v , of all the Serbs onl;<r those who • re Ad ­

ministered b;<r Hu~ar:~" hnve been nbl e to nreserve their nationAl 

identi ty and their cul tur al in~titutions . As on exception must 

be made mention of the deolorabl e Acts of viol<>nce in U.Jvidek 

( Novi sad). Thi s cruql retalia tion eo;Rinst the Serb,. WR S e con­

seouence of the nrocedinP Serbian armed invasion of the village 

of z,elya . The Hun~ariPn Government intervened unfortunRtely 

to l ate , but this act of l awl e•snes•, which remained nn isol• ­

ted incident , was sever ely condemned by Prime-Mi nister Kall~ 

in Parliament . The responsible hivh rankino: Ar my officers were 

indicted, but took refuge in GermPny . The Ru nvAri run Government 

recent l ;<r has reoue•ted the extradition of these fuo;itives. -

Before end af ter this re" retteblP evont Bunpery ~ave enuelly 

!l!!Yl um to n•l.l11erous Serbs, mostly of the intellectu~l elao.s, t~nd 

also endeavours to liberate from Germ~ cAptivity those qerb• , 

who were re si dent of the Hun,.arirun-.,ccupied zona and ere now 

kept ns pri soners of w•.r i n Germany . HUORary also l'lhows ful l 

consideration for the rights of tho Serbian Church. The con -

t inuation of Serbian cultural life has been rendered possi ble 



I 
b1 authorizing 1n Hung&ry the tunct1oni ng ot ll leading Serbi&n 

cultural union, the " ll&tica •. The tate of the Serbs in other 

areas ia very different. The Serbs themselves have recognized 

this fact &nd have freely pledged themselves to loyalty towards 

the Hungari&n State. 

8 . ) Complete liberty has been granted to the 

citizens ot the United States and Great Britain, who Uninter -

ruptedly continuo in their former occupation. The aame libera ­

lity bad been shown to them in the first world-war. It will be 

up to them to relate about their tat e once thia w&r is over. 

5, 

9 . ) It must al so be briefly ment ioned that Kallay 

has witlldr&wn most of the Hungari&n troops from the Russian front , 

and s ince spring 1943 only dispersed remnllDts of the Eastern 

Hungarian army serve in the Germ&O re&r as ll police force . Hung&ry 

h&s also definitely retuaed all Germ&n requeeta tor military con­

tingent• and haa thua provoked the wrath of Bitler. 

10. ) Hungarian policy both in feeling and in 

practice respacta the basic principles ot Chriatian civilization. 

Sporadic excesses have by no means been planned, but were the 

outcome ot German interference, uncontrollable maas reactions or 

simply of mob violence. llore than ever does Hungary appreciate 

in her present plight the value ot her Christian tradition, She 

has accepted for practical guidance and haa taken to heart all 

the admonition• of the Holy Father. 

Kallay and Ilia foreign Mini ster, Qbyczy , 

h&Ve also recognized correctly their duty in directing Hungarian 

foreign affairs toward more independence. They oppoae equally 

Iazhm &Od Boleheviam within Hungary. On Bovember :50th 1943, in 

answering in the Hungarian Parliament to the oppaa1tional apeak-



I era in the debate on the but1get, l:allaT empbeaized that there 

existed. a preeipioe between bi.m .. ld. and. llr. Iar6dy ( the pro-

6 . 

Jazi Hungarian leade r ), because Mr. Iar6dy bad again been de­

nouncing h1a Government to the Jazia. Be &lao stated ~11 hia 

position towarda Bolshevism and declared : " Sincere tight age1nat 

Bolshevism I This short sentence is my answer and I could not 

express a more aericua sentence. " 

B. 

Tbe trend towards more indopend.ence can also be noted 

in the changes effected by Mr. l:allay in the persona or acme or 

hia Cabinet Min1ater a. Tbe pro-German Mr.Bomnn ( Inatruction 

was replaced by Mr.Eugene Szinyey Merse, a prominent Catholic, 

openly professing alao in politics the Cetholic ~1ewpoint. Mr. 

Francis l:ereaztea-Piacher 1a undoubtedly a moat valuable member 

or the Cabinet (Interi or). The orderly tucetion1ng or Hungar­

ian ad.min1atration and the undisturbed. internal order or Bung&rJ 

are undoubtedly largely hia merita. Be alao ia responsible tor 

t he human treatment ot all retugeea. Bitler personally bad. 

forced. out General William Jagy ( War ) !rom the Cabinet tor having 

retuaed to the Gestapo the surrender ot a saboteur trom the Bel­

kana, who had taken refuge in Hungary. But Kallay replo.ced him 

with an equally reliable General , Louie Csatay . The two pro-11azi 

•~hera or the Cabinet are Mr . Rem6~i-Schnaller ( Pinance) and 

Louie Szaaz ( Pood.). -Mr. Rem6~i-Schneller waa recently re­

lieved from hia other portfolio ( Economic Ad.miniatration ) , which 

• 



Mr . I alla7 hlmaelr took over. Besides Mr. Rem6nyi-Sebneller 

and Mr. Szaaz, it i s Mr . Francia Zsindely ( Commerce ) who are 

responsible ror t he economic aide given to OtrmaD1 b1 BungarJ. 

c. 

7. 

The divided orientation .xpressad b1 the two rraetiona 

withln the Cabinet can equal l1 be round witllln the Government 

Partz. The Hungarian Parliament wae adjourned !rom Maz 4th 1943 

to November or the same year. In the middle or oct ober two 

separate dinners were organized bz the two opposed raetions or 

the Government Party, which are characteristic tor the inter­

nal situation withln the Majori ty Party. The first • silent 

dinner 0 waa given by Mr. Francia Barczaz, Vice-president or 

the Oovarnmont Partz and, at the same time, leader or the Agrar­

ian block within that Party. This Agrarian pressure group had 

been organized in 1932, well before Bitler's coming to power. 

Its m"in purpose alwqa waa the protection or Bungarie.n agri -

cultural interosts . Hungarian farmers had profited rrom the 

lazi policy or selt- sutrioienoy, having round a vast market in 

Germany , b"aed on the barter-ayatem. Tbua the Agrarian block 

graduallY developed pro-Oeraan qmpathlea, he.ving been saved bz 

Oerme.ny rrom the disastrous consequences or the economic de -

pr ession. On the other hand, within the same Government Party, 

in the spring or 1943 , an industrial and commercial group was 

formed in order to protect thes e interests. This group 1ntor­

mallz bad been already previously in existence, its purpose 



being to protect Hungar ian i ndustrial and eom=ereiel interests 

against severe Gercan competition and againet the flooding o f 

the Hungarian marlcet with unnecessary i nduetrial goode. In the 

spring of 1943 however they formal l y organized themeelvee into 

the Government Party' a " Industrial and Co111111erc i el Group • 

B. 

The organizers ware t hree University Professors : Dos1der Laky, 

who also was elect ed Presi dent of the Gr oup, Gustav Szabo, 

former organizer of t he Boy Scouts, end J uliue Waelder, a well 

known arehitect. They formed t our sections wi thin their Group 

industry, art isena, commerce and l abour ( including wnite collar 

and aenual labour ) • - B:r the end of the aummer 1943, this 

Group summed up ita political views in a Keaorandum and presented 

it to the Prime-Minister. They asked for n more active d~o­

cracy and t his tir&t &tep was considered by many as a start to 

create a rapprochement to the democratic oppositional Partiee. 

The Presi dent of the Government Party, Adalbert Lukacs, took a 

stand against thi s splitting of the unity of the Government Party 

into two factions, and no further public d&Jaonatrat i on was made. 

However, t he two Groups have maintained their separate view -

point s and the Industrial Group is considered in Bungar:r a s op­

posed to Jlazis. 

Preasure was put on the Hungarian Government also 

by a thir d Group, not etrictly political . After the brutal inter­

vention of Germany in Italy in September 1943, the Poderation 

of Hungarian Induatr1aliata, in a confidential Memorandum, r e­

quested the Hu ngar ian Oover nman t to yield to German wishes eJld 

to pursue generally a policy which would save Bungar;r from com­

plete German occuPation. Tb1a step was dictated by the tact that 



moat ot the Industrialis t s in Hungary are Jews who tear most ot 

all Genaan occ~ation. But obviously tbie etep was not inspired 

by lui SJlllpathha. 

9. 

On October 21st 1943 , a s an opening to the poli­

tical campai gn, tbe Government Party held ita first regular meet­

i ng. The Prime-X1Diater openlJ con~eseed in his speech, that 
public opinion waa shifting towards t he Constitutional Opposition. 

The Kini ster or the Interior also g ave an answer to questi ons 

raised concerning the eucceeetul organization ot the Parties ot 

the democratic opposi t ion. Be empnasized that be would consis-

tently adhere to the Pri nc i ple al so maint ained alware by his pre­

decessors, that al l parliamentary Part i es should be granted full 
liberty of acti on, only submitted to the r e stricti ons iaposed by 

lew and the int erests of public order. He declared that the 

Government Party was, a s alwara , opposed to Karxism. But the 

tight against that i deo l ogy baa to be carried out in the i deo -

log ical tield, and not by restricti ons and prohibitions. 

The Opposi tion. 

The Hungarian Parliament consists ot two Boueea: 

a ) the Upper House ( Senate ), which does not follow Party lines, 

but represents pr oteaaional,territo rial or traditional inter­

eats ( trade-unions, protos sional cbambera, universities, 

Churches, Counties, townships, etc. ) • This Bouse i a general­

ly oonaervat1we, but does no t follow blindly t he Governmont. 
\ 

I t has tor instance opposed the Jewish legislation and bas pr e-

wanted aaveral of ita exeeeaea . In its overwhelming majority 
this House is outspokenly anti-German, and Count Sigrar , Count 



Bethlen and Cardinal Ser6d1 are ita leaders . b) the Lower 
House ( Houee or Representatives ) . Ite membera are elected 
on a Party baaie and three main groups are represented within 
that House. Until 1939 the Government " Party o! the Bational 
Ull.1on • waa only opposed trom the Lett by the " Small Parsora 
Party " ( Peasant ) , the social Democratic, tbe Christian So­
cial and the Li beral parties . In 19~8 the ballot was extend­
ed and the vote became universally secret. In the last parlia­
mentary elections, held in Hungary in Kay 1939, a third group 
emerged !rom the polls, representing the extreme Right, with 
pro-Ba~i tendencies. The leader o! t his group today i s Mr . 
Adalbert Imr6dY , well known, but overambitious economist. Since 
19~9 this situation baa remained unchanged. 

A. 

10. 

The Parties or the democratic opposi tion fully agree 
w1 th the Government Party on t wo main points : a) that resis­
tance must be put up against Ba~i interferences aiming at the 
complete domination and spoliation ot Hungary and b) that inter­
nal order muet be maintained wi thin Hungary in all events, in 
or der to exclude a repetition ot tbe tragic chaos or 1918 - 1919. 
The Parties or tbe democratic opposition a re equally oppoaed 
to Ba~illll and Bollheviam. On moat other problema, their views 
widely di!!er trom tbe Government . 

Tha moat outspoken advarsariea or Baziam 1n the Lower 
House are the Small Parmers, tbe Christian Populara and the so­
cial Democrats. 



, 

Tbe organization and membershiP or tbeae Parties 

is tba followi ng : 

! · ) Tbe Small Parmers Party bas been started be­

tore the firs t world war, and following the first world war tor 

two yaara bad tba majority or the aeata in the Lower Bouae. In 

the year 1930 it waa reorganized b7 llr . Otaton Gael and llr . T1-

bor ECkhardt as an oppoeitional and progree sive Party, Attar 

the daatb or llr, Oaal in 1932, Kr. Eckhardt was elected Presi­

dent or tbe Party in which capacity be alao was leader or the 

democratic oppo eit i on from the year 1935 on until 1941, when, 
before leaving tor America, be resigned the presidency or the 

Party. Tbe Smell Parmer Party never fil l ed since then the va­

cant poet or ita president and atill considers llr.Bekhardt aa 

ita leader. On eeveral occasions tbey bave asked and followed 

bia advice given to tbem from Amorica. 

Tbe Party now i a being lad by its tbrae Vice­

preaidents, llr. Zoltan Tild7, llr , Adalbert Varga end llr. Bajcsy 

Za1l1neky. The membership 18 constituted from independent 

small farmers and tenants ( about 66 % ) and from farm-labour 

{ about 34% ), The collective name of tbia group ia peasantry, 

!·> The Christian Popular Party is partly formed 

from tbe Catholic leaders and maaeea of tbe country and partly 
from Christian Socialist trade un~ona . It also controls the 

a~cipality of Budapest. The leaders of the Party are Count 

Anthony Sigr ay , member of the Vpper Bouao, and Konsignore Kakray 

and Reverend Reibel. 

The mamber~p or the Party ia formed from the 
Catholic i ntellectuals and professional claaaea, partly from 

11. 



industrial and rural lnbour0 

~.) !be SOcial Dasocra tie Party. Arter ita 
evil experiences with Bolaheviam it i s following today t he line 
shown by the pol icy or the British Labour Party. Ita leaders 
are Kr . Charles Payer, President ot tbe Association ot Trade -
Union~l Kr. Arpad Szakaaita, editor of the daily " I6pezava • 
and Francia Szader, leader of the organisation of Hungarian 
term-banda. 

In the fall of 1940, in the Lower Houae thesa 
Parties have protested against Hungary• a joi ning t he Axia. They 
also had foreseen and foretold a Ge~an defeat. Due to the 
change in the trend of the war, their following in recent months 
is rapidly increasing. An i mportent step was taken by these Par­
ties in the summer of 194~, when, without merging, they agreed 
on forming a permanent democratic coalition, thus representing 
the three main sectors of Hungarian public opinion : peasantry, 
labour and the progressive elements of the intellectuals. 

On July ~1, 194~ this coali t ion presented a 
memorandum to Regent Hortby. Besides the members of tho con -
atituent Parties, prominent members of the Upper House bad equ.al ­
ly adhered to it • Tbi~ memorandum gave at t irat a logal and 
political analysis ot Hungary' a entry into the wa r and stated 

a) that even baaed on the Axis Treaty, Hungary legally 
was not obliged to declare war on Yugoslavia, the Sovjet Union 
or the United States; 

b) that according to the Hungarian Constitution ( Law I , 
1920 ) the Hungarian deolarationa or war were illegal and thua 
not valid, as these declarations have never been submitted for 

• 



approval t o Parliament; 

c) that HUngary's entry into the war on the side or 
the Axia waa contrary t o Hungarian traditions, to her vital 

i ntareata and al so to the will ot the majority ot the nation. 

Baaed on theae taeta, the memorandum con -
eluded that : 

a) Hungary had the legal. right to withdraw trom the war 
and to alter her belligerent atatua, without committing a 
breach of her Treaty -obligations; 

b) that political traditions, sympathies and vital i n­
tere sts equally compell Hungary to withdraw immediately from 
the war. 

In order to render such e change or attitude 
possible, the memorandum requested that : 

a) all persona responsible tor Hungary ' s involvement in 
the war , all persona rasponaibla tor acts or violence and all 
officials and offi cers profe ssi ng pro-German sympathies, shal l 
be immediately diSIIlisaad and punished; 

b) that to the leading posts i n the Hungarian army re -
liable officers should be appointed, aa insubordination in tho 
al'IIQ' aad pro-l ui tendencie s among high-ranking ofticera have 
been res ponsible for Hungary ' s entering into the war egainst 
Yugoslavia; 

13 . 

c) that equality before the law be restored to all citi­
zens and that hateful J azi propaganda bo expurged from Hungarian 
life; 

• 
d) that friendly relations be established between Hungary 



14. 

and her neighbours. The renewal or trhndabip W'ith the Serba 
and Oroats waa especially emphasized. Good neigbourly rela -
tiona ahould also be restored between Hungary and Rumania, by 
granting autonomy to Traneeylvania. Suspicions aaong the Slo­
vaks ahould be eliminated by definitely accepting Slovakia aa 
an independent State and the Slovaks as a separate nation. 
Finally there also was a plea tor the autonomy or Ruthenia . 

The Regent reacted favorably to the mmaorandum, 
received personally the Vice-President or the Smell Farmers 
Party,Mr. Bajcey Zailinsky, and diacuaaed with' him the requests 
ot the memorandum. 

B, 

on the other hand the •azi opposition started 
a fierce attack on the democratic opposition and requested 
that the members 'IIIlo had eigned t he memorandum should be in­
dicted tor treason. To illustrate the situation, the text 
ot a apeech ia annexed ( See Annex I ) , wbich Mr. Andor 
Jaross held on November 16th 1943 in the Lower House of the 
Parli811lent. 

Under the leadership of Mr. ImrAdy t~e Hungarian 
•azi Party alao drafted a memorandum last autumn, which it 
handed over to every membor ot the Government and also to 
other competent factors or political lite. This maaorandum 
critizised the Government tor tolerating a ahitti ng of public 
opinion to the lett. I t laid responaibility tor this undo-
sirable process to excessive liberty granted to the prees and 
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to radio broadoaata and al.ao to the favor shown bJ the Govern­

ment to the Social Democrats and Small Farmers , whose expan -

sive organizational work the Government tolerates. The strong­

est laneuage was used against t he Government for double-deal­

i ng and opposing even minor German elaime. The Germane any -

how are in a position to assure by forco the aoooptanoe of 

their claims by the Hungarian Government. The only result is 

that , while Hungary aaved very little, she baa loat the friend­

~P of Germany. !be memorandum reco~enda aa a model the Ru­

manian policy, which accepts all German claima without oppo­

sition, but only tultilla that much, as it ia able to do. Thus 

Rumania has become the favo rite of Germany. 

The some Kr.Imr6d1 has also attacked the Hungar­

ian Government 1n' the Committee on Foreign Relatione of the 

Lower House. He as serted that Hungarian foreign policy waa 

fundamentally mistaken, because Hungarian interests could only 

be aa.teguardad by a German victory. 8honld Ruaeia be the vic­

tor, Hungary would be liquidated by the Russians , whereas, 

should Gr eat Britain' a innuence determine the dispositions 

of the fUture peace Treaty, she will favor Serba, Czechs and 

Rum.an1ana aa in the paat. Hungary has no w&:t left open towards 

the Allies, and ia cutting herself loose also from Garmany, 

thus isolating herself completely. He urged an all-out parti­

cipation of Hungary in the war on GermaQJ' a aide, reques ted 

that the Hungarian armJ should be eent to the Balkans to wipe 

out tha Partisans. The Kiniater for Foreign Affaire Gbyczy 

categorically ratuaed to follow this advice , aa Sarba, Croats 

and Hungarians unanimously would oppose aueb a daeiaion. 



16, 

Wr. Charles Rassar,(liberal leader) , at the same 
meeting aleo energetically rejected Wr. Imr64t•a request. On 
the contrary be urged the Government to draw a line against all 
further conoeesions to Germany . This line abould safeguard vi­
tal Hungarian interests an.d it should be clearly pointed out 
to the Germans to eliminate useless pressure. The Mazie at this 
meoting finally threatened to start a public debate concerning 
the Hungarian Government' a illoyal behavior toward a the Germans 
and gave the Government a short term to reverse ita policies. 

The debate on tbe budget,beld on l ovamber 30th and 
December lst 1943, gave another oocaaion to the leadera of the 
different oppoeitional pa.rtiea to voice publicly their views 
concerning the war . EXcerpts ot these speeches are contained 
in Annex II. 

c. 

In the Bouse of Representatives the pro-Legitimist 
policy is mainly represented by the Chriatian Popular Party, which, 
since the recant death o! Count John Zioby, is presided over by 

Count Anthony Sigray. As quoted in Annex II, a taw days before 
bla death Count Zieby made a clear declaration in favor of the 
restoration of the legitime llonareby in tba name of bla party, 
and Count Sigray expressed the aame views 1n a speech bald on 

December 14th 1943 in the Upper House. Prime-Winlater KAllay, 
urged by the lszia to repudiate the policy for reatoration, moat 

violently oppoaad by Germany, rebuked the lezi opposition by 



stating in Parlia=ent on Deceaber lst 19~3, that be agreed 

with Mr. John Zichy'a declaration. " We have always con­

sidered Bungary as a Xingdoa in the peat • , he eaid, " and 
wi tb the help ot God aball do ao aJ.ao in the fUture. • 

17. 

Beaidee the Christ i an Popular Party the Liberal 
Party also st ands distinctly tor restoration. The leaders 

ot the SaaJ.l Farmers Party have declared, that the re-eatabliab­
aent ot the legitime Monarchy has been inserted into the pro­
gram ot their Party, as no better fUture can be conceived on 
~ other basis tor the countrJ. !he Social Democratic Party, 
although not professing openly Legi tillliSIII, has declared that 
it considers the re-establiabment of the Konarcby ae a usefUl 
and sensible step to the eatabliabaent ct a consolidated si­
tuation in the Danube Valley, and that in due timo their Party 
will aalce an adequate declaration . A large proportion ot the 
Majority Party in the Lower House, aa well as a distinct aajo­
rity ot the members ot the Upper House, led by Primate Cardinal 
Ser~di , aleo stands for restauration. It can be aocepted with 
certainty that , excepting t he Iazis, the restor ati on or the 
Monarchy in Hungary will bo unanimously favored and accepted, 

if the right of the Hungarian people to choose, in accordance 
with ita thousand years old Constitution, ita torm ot Govern­
ment, under which it will live, aball be respected attar the 
war . 

To aum up the internal situation the follo­

wing main taots can be discerned ! 



1. ) Living under eonatant German preaaure 

and threats HungarJ has aaved a aax1aWII of her conat1tut1o­

nal l1bert1ea and traditional way or l ife. 

18. 

2.) B7 her reluctance t o follow l azi leader­

&Bip, the present Hungarian regime baa attracted B1tler1 a 

boat i l ity against i tself and bas to f ace constantly the danger 

of being ousted by !orca. Aocord1ng to r eliable reports, 

Germany and the Hungarian l azi a, re-inforoed by lui elements 

of the Garman minor! ty within Hungary, are constantly plot­

ting to over throw by all moana the constitutional Hungari an 

Government and force on Hungary t he J nd osystem and tho Hungar­

ian J azi Government. 

3 . ) In spite and probably as a consequence 

of this danger Parliament is increasingly taki ng a stronger 

stand against Kazi interrerenoe . - The political, moral and 

apiritual leaders or the country are determined not to give 

wq to the l azis. The nWIIerical majority of Parliament - ex­

cepting a pro-l az i minority - col laborates in th i s respect 

with the Government, irrespective of Party-arfiliation. This 

trend or thought is firmly .. tabliehed 1n the Hungarian public 

opinion, which from the verJ beginning has condemned Hungary' a 

involvmant in the war on the aida of the Axis. The overwhelm­
i ng majority of the l at i on atands reaolutely by her traditi onal 

independence and libert y, rejects Hung8r'J'S participation i n 

the war, opposes J azism and is r eady for all sacri!ioes for 

self- defense, for the preservati on or her vital i nterests, her 

i ndependence and n.ati onal i nheritage . 



19. 

4.) Por .the Allies 1t 1a ot real t.portance 

that ,in the immediate neigbbourhood ot Germany, Hungary baa 
kept up her opposition to lazimn, that ahe has not surrendered 

to lazi ideo log and that aha openly and rei teratedly baa 

pointed out with unquestionable ettect, that abe does not be­

lieve in a German victory. Hungary baa gone tarther in this 

direction than any other Axie dominated country in Axis-domi­

nated EUrope, Her real teelings and her political eim being 
aimilar to those ot the Anglo-Saxon Powers. Besides Finland 

only Hungary has preserved those main linea ot her political 
and spiritual lite which betore 1933 wero the common property 

ot all civilized mankind. The tour treedoms have never been 

suppressed in Hungary and, above all, all individuals still 

enjoy the treedom trom tenr. By preserving her moral and 

physical torees, Hungary oan be ot real use tor the Allies 

during and attar the war, as an element ot law and order in 

the imperiled valley ot the Danube. 
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I I, 

Hunga rian Fore i s n Policy, 

A, 
It s principal a i &l peaceful revi s ion, 

The foreign policy of each state and consequently of Hungary too, 

is dete rmined by two f undamental f ac tors: its own aims and t he att i tu­

de of the other states toward these a i ms , The princi pal a i m of Hungary 

since 1919 i s generally known and is the modification of the terri tori­

al d i sposi tions of the Tl'eaty of Trianon, which have put unde r for e i gn 

rule l / 3 of the Magyar populat i on, Hunga ry endeavored to real ize her 

revi s i oni st aspira tions by peaceful means and never a ppl ied the method 

of fa i t - accomplis . Up t o 1938 she tried to attain her aim with in the 

frame of the peace- treat i es, accepting t he actual i nternational order 

as a basis for hor fo r e i gn policy, 

In 1938 Germany brought up t he ques t i on of the Sudetengermane. 

The whole of Europe came under t he spell of the German act i on, Because 

of Chamberlain ' s appeasement policy, Europe did not show much opposi­

tion to the German demand, The Regent of Hungary paid an of f i c i al vi ­

s i t to Germany in August 1938 , Just when the Czech crisis reached its 

h i ght. Al l Europe was expecting that Hungary w11 become a will i ng t ool 

of Germany and that the result of the visit will be the "Gl eichschal­

tung" of Hungarian fore i gn policy , Contrary to al l expectations , Hun­

ga ry s i gned at the very moment the protocol or Bled w1tb the Little 

Entente making i t evi dent , that abe W8 S not wil l ing to fol l ow the ag-

greea1ve German foreign pol icy, The Germans naturally were angered b:y 

thie result , 

, 



During the visit of the Regent in Germany , Lord Runc i man 

started hie ~1 3s1on in Bohemia whi ch finally led to t ho ceeeion 

or the Sudatenland. When 1t became evident, that the Waattrn Po-

wars themoelvee were giving up the integrity or Czecho- Slovakia 

based on the Treaty or Veraei llea a nd Trianon , Hungary aleo 
brought forward her claim for a revision. British offici al po­

licy w~ e willi ng to allow the Sudetengermana be tPken over , but 
resented the Hungari an claim. Italian intervention a t Muni ch ma­

de it poeeiblo to satiety the Hungari an claim which had been op­

posed not only by Chamberlain and Daladier, but also by Hitler, 
who r esented Hungary' o refusal t o become an ally of Germany . 

The policy of appeasement did not ae~te the interests of amal l 

nations. ~Yen Poland wae able to Coree her will by an ulti~ntum , 

whereas Hungary undertook the ungrateful t aek ot ente ring into 

negotiations with the Czecho- Slovak Government. Even the Foreign 

Uinieter or Czecho-Slovakia, Krotta , has r ecognized at that time 

t he correc t attitude of Hungary. Direct negotiations h3ving tal-

led to bring about an agreement , the Hungarian and Czech Govern­

ment agreed to submit their case for arbitration to Germany and 
Italy. The first Vienna award appl i ed the principle adopted by 

the Paria peace t reatie s end aleo i n Munich by the tour powers: 

the ethnogr aphic principle , based on atati at i ca of 1910, 

B. 
Germany geine 1ntluenoe ove r Hungary by her support of r evieion. 

The Axis Powera, eepaclally Germany, thua gained on account 

ot the revision considerable influence on the international po-

21. 



licy or Hungary, This fact created for the Hungarian Government 

a very difficult situation, Unque s t i onably no Government in Hun­

gary could maintain i tself against Nazism only as long as it ap­

peared capabl e of fulfilling the nation's wi sh for revis ion and 

did not reject the offers made by Germany in this respect , 

From the Vi enne award to tbe occupat ion or Prague, German 

policy paid much attent i on to the Ukra i ni an question. Hungary 

was i nterested in i t on account or Carpatho- Ukraine, which Ger­

many tri ed to transform into a Ukraini an Piedmont, Thi s German­

~~rainien policy was mos t inimical to Hungary and et the same 

time t o Poland end Russia . Tho dissolution of Czech- Sl ovakia fi · 

nally made possi ble t he re- annexat i on of Carpatho- Ukreine into 

t he Hungari an motherland a nd the realiza t ion of t he comnon Po­

lish- Hungar ian border, 

Hunga ry remained faithful to her traditional Polish f riend­

ship end gave ampl e proof of thi s also after the downfal l or Po­

l and, Germany offered Polish (Galician) terri tori es to Hungary, 

if she would grant Germany the right to march acrose Hungary , 

However the Hungar i an Gove rnment r efused the offer, By gi vi ng 

asylum to Polish refugees - among them 50 . 000 men of mili t ary 

age- H~~ary aggravated st i ll more her relations to Germany. 

In the Finnish war or t he winter 1939/40 Hungary sent to 

Finland volunteers who were received moAt cordially in England, 

Hungary will always remembel' the gallant reception given to 

her aoldiers . 

22. 



The downfall or Franca and t he Russ i an ulti~atum to R~an1a 

natural ly influenced Hungary. On account or the 1 1/2 mi llion 

Hungar1&ne in Tracoylvnn1a agaln the que stion or r evision came 

up and Bungary also wanted her rights respected . No Hungarian 

Gove rnment could have Withstood the press ure of public Opinion, 

at that time. 

However the e1tuat1on waa very del icate: attar the Rue&1· 

an ultimatum Rumania went over openly to the German camp, re• 

nounc1ng the fritich guarantee given her in case or a German 

attack. The Hungarian terr1tor1~l requests , which followed, 

were directed age1n•t Rumania , enJoying German and not British 

protection. Ruman!~ had bocome a source of German war- economy 

in the Balkans and the maintenance or orderly conditione in Ru­

mania wes above all i n tho interest or the German war errort. 

The Government or Count Telaki did not requeat German arbi· 

tretion, but prepared to expell the Ruman1ane from Tranaeylvania, 

certoinly not in Germany '• interest. Ruman1.6 ebo ... a willingnose 

to enter into nagotl&tiona, which however broueht no reaulta. 

Hu~garJ the~etore broke ott negotiations and hastened mobiliza­

tion, Wcr seemed unavoidable and would have had dlaagreable 

consequences Cor Germany. King Carol addreo3ed hi mself three u .• 
mea to Hitler asking tor arbitration. His action lod to the ae­

cond Vi enna award, which Hungary could not have avoided without 

serious r1eks . 
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This award divided Up !raauylvan1a , return11'1& to Hunsary 
• a~ut 1/3 or her territory coded at Trianon to Rumania. T~e a -

ward tr i ed to draw the frontier in o way so aa to gi~o Loth 

countries the majority of the i r nat ionals. From the oconomic 

and geosr ophic point of vie .. however t hla present border 1e un­

natural . 

c. 
Events leading to KUnga r y 'a participation ln the war. 

After the second / ienn4 award , Hur~ary Joined tho Tripar­

tite Pact (nxie P~:t). Howov~r Count Czsky e~pbaaized that he 

con!i dered thie alliance only as an instrument of peace, At the 

same time Rumcnia and Slovakia also Joined the Pact. Boon at­

tor, the first &igns or a German-Russi an conflict beoa:no evi­

dent. On account of her ~eogrophical position , Hungary wae in 

a very delicate situation. After tho Bolcbevic experience with 

Bela Kun and Russian subversive agitati on of t he following 25 

yeara, abe could not have aided in anr cP.ae with Ruaaia . Tha 

alternative tor Hungary wae rr.thoor l:ard: to realat Ger..eny and 

share the rate o! Poland or in case or Russian advance, that of 

the Baltic Statea. Both cl t ernatives would have been auicidal . 

Therefore ehe chose the third road: to lean toward Germany in 

order t o praeerve her internal independence ae much aa possible. 

Norwny, Holland &nd Belgium as well aa Poland, chose the 

path of baroic resistance , But these states went to war i n or-

de r to defend the status- quo favorable to them. But how could 
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Hungary choose suicide in orde r to protect a statue- quo , which 

doprived her or a l~ost all poseibilit ies o! •urviva l. 

Czecho- Slova kia at the time of Munich certa inly wa s not in 

a laPs favorable position !or' defense than Hungary l ater on. It 

the Great Powers d~d not expect Czecho- Slova ki a to resist, they 

could not expect iiungery t o commi t suicide in the defense or 

Trianon,/ 

Hungary concluded with the YUgosla via of Prince Paul i n 

December 1940 s treaty o! eternal !riendshlp. And i t i& general­

l y accepted t hat Prince Paul wanted to avoid a conflict with 

Germany. Hungari an and Yugoslav policies moved the refore o'n pa­

rallel lines and the result wa u the treat y of friendship . Hun­

gary put aside her claims for r evision, but did not deny them at 

t he time or the conclusion of the treaty . Neither did Hunga r y 

gi ve a ny guarantee to go to the defense of Yugoalavia i n case 

of a German attack. 

The coup d'et at or General Simovic changed the course or 

Yugosl av foreign policy, Germany retlll1eted and wan ted lfungary 

als o to take part i n tbe retal iat i on. Thus t he whole qu~stion of 

Hungarian- German rela t ions r.as raised. Since the beginning or 

t he war, Germany made the reproach to Hungary, that she wae pl ay­

i ng a double game. 

In Ber lin therefore the Hungarian- Yugoslav treaty made a 

bad impression and was i nterpreted as part of t his doubl e game , 

Count Telek1 felt the full weight of the moral and politi­

cal conflict a nd chose death . By sacri ficing himself, he wanted 
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to a&ke scniteat ~he terrible c!ileQ%4 or Hung~rlan pollcy and to 
otter expiation tor the c!eelaion which llungory - aa he foresaw i t ­
would be unable to avoi~ . However Hunsarlan troopa only entered 
t he Baeska - loat ln 1919- after the tall or tugoalavi a •~ after 
tho independence or Croat i a . The Bacaka - Just oa tho Benat- would 
have also bean occup1od by German troopa bad Hunga ry ntood &alde . 
Tbua Hungary defended not only the HungRrlana but &lao the Barba 
llvlng ln that r egion. It muet ba eteted also thnt l n the c!etoat 
ot Yugoelavla the t ew Hungarian units which ~ntered the ~oak& 
played not part . 

26. 

All , Hungary can aay in thla r egard to her dotenee le, that 
her military aovere1gn1ty bad been gre~tly re·atrlcted by the pecee­
treaty, that oonsorip~ion wae granted only in 1938 and that ln the 
hurrldly orgonlzed army ehe wae unable to exercise aufflclent con­
trol end Q&ke aelect1ona. It waa the military element pl&y1ng the 
Ger=-n game , which toroed the Government , painfully impreeaed by 
tbe Ruaeian bomberdement o! Kaeaa , a Hungarian city, into a posi­
tion, whero 1t we e unable to realat the 1nternsl and external 
pre aaure and WG& forced to proclai m the atate or war. It haa to 
be recognized however thc t due to her geographic position 1t would 
have been an 1mpoaaibll1ty for Hungary to atay neutral . With a 
more or l ees vol~~tary part1c1p~t1on she wae abl e t o ae t a limit 
to her part1c1pat 1on and to ma1nte1n, to a certP1n extent, her 1n­
te~el 1ndepondence. In consequence 3ung~ry today 11 at111 t he 
le38t naz1!1ed Of all the l entral European 0ountr1oe. Hungary ' s 



'"•"'"aipatlon i n ~he Ruesia n war &lao reuirled restricted, 

A• a conaequence or Hung~ry '• partici;l&tion in the Rua,ian orar 
England • which had broken orr relations with H~ary during tho ~u­
goalav cr·isia• declared wa:- on Hungary and later, when the Uni ted 

Statea entered the wer, Hungary was forced by Gercany to declare 

Wor on the United States. It. ie euper!luoue to give an account. of 

t hat Gennan pressure, Thus Hunga ry came into t.be w~r , which abe 

wished to avoid, It was not in the hope or an easy booty that 

Hungary entered the war: ag~lnat Russia or the U. S. A., Hungary 
certainly has no terri torial claims, 

The llat i onal • Social i st ideae made great 0 onqueste in Central 

Europe, aspecially after the German occupati~n o! Austria, It was 

the re eul t not only or trecendoue Ger~an propaganda backed by 

bribery, but alao or the =tlitary euccesa which lent preet1ge to 

Hi tleriam. 

I t was unavoidable for Hungary • like for moat othe r European 

states- to have her ~u1al1nge . Hungarian ~ilitary resistAnce to 
Germeny, which would have led to the annihilation of the beet ale· 
ments i n Hungary , as well a s of one mi llion Jewa , would have cre­

ated great opportunities for these ~u1sl1nga . The Nat1onalaoc1aliat 
~ovement 1n F.ungar7 depleted Germany ~& the great friend rlghticg 

the wronge or Trianon. Social evlla , particularly unemployment, 

al so played a b ig role . 
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D, 

Hungary's policy concerni ng the war . 

Regent Hortby opposed mo st determ i nedly this cur rent . The rea­

son why Daranyi , Imredy and Bardoeey - all of them Pri me IJ1n1 eters~ 

successively were obliged to resign as Prime Minis ters , wa e that 

they made more concess ions to the Germans , than would have been ab­

sol utely nece3sary . Hunga ry natural ly resis t ed the Nazis above all 

in her inte rnal politics . Howeve r 1.1 foreign politics too, she made 

a rule , to adapt herself to Germany only as far , ae it was abso­

lutely nece ssary , Hungary considered herself in a formal state of 

war with England and the United Stat es onl y under duress. 

Officially Hungary onl y speaks of the war of defense asainst 

Bolshewism, emphasizing t ha t she i s at wa r without hatred, 

There neve r was any bad feeling in Hungary ag~inst America and 

England. At the occasi on or the Regent ' s last visit to Ge rmeny(l,43) 

the German draft of the communique also contai ned an allusion to the 

war against Amor1ca and Er~land, To show her disagree~dnt ,Hungary 

ret rained from publishing t he communique 5nd i t only becamt known in 

Hunga ry through German prose report s . During the Regent' s visit , 

Hunga ry preoented to Germany a list or the wrongs done to Hungary 

by Germany a nd strongly r emonstrated agai nst t hem, As much a s lt 

wa s in her power, Hungary stood up against Ger many and Naz i ideolo• 

gy, She fought partly ln a passi ve way by mai ntaining her free in­

stituti ons and pertly by opposing d irectly the policies and the 

pressure of the Axle Powers , 
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reeult ot th i s foreign pol i cy was , th&tl 

1 , The Hungartan a rmy etteetlvcly took a very restri cted part 

in the war and exclusively in Ruaaia , where Hungary certainly has 

no territorial alma , Otherwise the army only functioned within 

the hiatoric borders ot Hungary. The ar=y ' a role in the war &oa1net 

Yugoslavia h~d almost no military significance, it did not i~tlu­

Gnce that country ' s rste . The participation 1n the Ru£sian war at 

the beg1nnil'l6 .-ae only eymbollc , From aUJtaer 1942 to apring 

1943 Hungary took part with more consi derable to rca , tor which e.he 

hee paid dearly in blood. Since then the Hungari&n troopa ar·o no 

core in the tront.Une &1!4 are only used as troopa or occuJ)etlon, 

2 , Tbe Hungari~n Government repea tedly r efused the German 

reQuest to t~ke part in the occupation or Serbi~ , or to sand 

troopo to the Balkana , Besides Ruosia there are nowhere HU116arian 

troops outo1de • r the Hungar ian border. 

} , Hungarians never !oU«ht Anslo- Sazona , and Hung&ry never al­

lowed Hungari~n flyere to be used in tho West , When a unit of 70 

to 80 flyers waa transferred !rom East to West, HU116ary urgently 

recalled that unl t . Germany, na ex;>ected, stronsly obJected, 

4, In economi cs aloo, Hungary ie backing the Axi s Powera only 

to a limi ted degree , Eapec i el ly in war- materia l s HU116arian help , 

given to Germany, ia not to be co~~ared with whet Germany obta1na 

from the Czech Skode- worko and !rom the Rumani an oil- welle, Hunga­

ry hao to g~t an important part or raw-~tariels tor her industry 

r~om Germany. Without Ger~an raw-~ter1ale (coal end mineralo) her 

indus t ry could not nperate . Hungary nevertheless re etrict e the quan-
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t 1ty or products furn i shed to Ge~sny, Thi s gave severa l t i mes oo­

oee1on to German protests, Hungary i s scarcely giving any assi stance 

to Oerm~ny in !urniohing l abor- contingent s and oona1stentl7 refu­

sed German requests for higher quotas , The last Hungarian workers 

have now been recalled from Germany. 

E, 

Hungary desires federal organiza tion, 

Hungary i s fully aware th&t the new i nternat i onal order after 

t he war will requi re greet changes, She kno•s that changes wi ll ha­

ve to come not only i n the political field , but also by the impro­

vement or the economi c order , of the rights of labor and of general 

soci al welfare , 

Hunga ry wisheJ to continue to bel ong to the West ern World , 

even if the poll t leal , economic and social standards pr evailing in 

Western Europe cannot yet be ful l y applied in Central ~urope . The 

question of front i ers in Central Europe 1~1 th the mul tipl1c1ty of 

national i t ies , presents a much ·graver proble~ than f rontier pro• 

blems in the \Ve st , .:hero ethnographic conditions are stabili:~;ed . 

l!oreover in Centrel Europe religious , historical nnd geographical 

factors also pl ay a serious role , Natural frontiers outlined by 

geography have been amply Justif i ed by hi story. Central Europe 

has lived through centuries with i n a b road a nd stable f rame, poe­

Eess1ng viability and great power to res1st,even unaided, all dan­

gers , The cri sis was provoked by the effect of the disruptive for­

ce exaggerated nat ionali sm. Tb1e principle should never be the only 

basis of a future order. On the contrary, i n a better order 

the excesses of nationalism 
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should be reprea~~d, without hurting the natural rights of amall 

nations . Theae righta certainly involve mutual obligations, which 

however cannot disregard geographic and economic nocaa&itiea and 

the common intereots of neighboring nations, 

A reintagr&tion of Central- Europe i e the moat ur0end need 

and t hus we rrrive to the problem of a federation, It i s almost 

pr overbial that in the territory between Ger~ny and Russ i a 

isolated small states cannot survive . Thia system blossomed 

between the two t~orld-wars and collapsed under the very flret 

blow of a powerful neighbor, 

The weakness of the present Er.etern Central European sys­

tem can only be r~medied by the principle or federation , which 

would create out o~ many weak States one or two s trong units. 

Hungary tully realizes that she has more common interests than 

dif ferences with her small neighbors and ie wil ling to acoept 

the resulting consequences . 

Hungary alao realizes that the whole of poet-war Europe 

wil l also have to be or0anized aa a unit and that otuy perma­

nent c• llaborat1on with Great Britain ana the United States can 

assure the peace and stability or the European Continent. Con­

cerning the probl ems of the Danubian Basi n Hungary realizes 

that the future settlement cannot be a return either to the col• 

lapoed system of 1938, or to that of 1918, but ~ill have to be 

a new solution, based on a careful study or the advantages and 

dieadvantas•• of both, for neither system was perfect. The order 

created in 1919 bee sho•n certain positive reeulta . However, tho 
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extraordinary political and economic otability and power ot reaie­
tance of tbe period preceding 1918 muat also be r eco0n1zed as or 
paramount importance to the world , 

Co:ll;)ored With 1918, the sel t - conaciouaneas or the nations or 
the Basin or tbe Dnnube, which manifeoted 1teelf in their <!9s i re 
for au~onomy , baa undoubtedly matured, The other tPctor , now tully 
r ecognized, but completely diar~garded in 1919, i s the notion, 
that the BLei n or the Danube forma a geographic aud con~squently 
a l so an economi c unit . The territorie s with i n that basin, which in 
1919 were separated by frontiers , gravitate toward eacb otber and 
can only obtain e h i gher degree of poll tical atab1li ty and •/ell­
being by close economic col laborati on, The t h i rd factor , which in 
1919 a lso was disregarded, is thllt no stable solution in the Basi n 
of the Danube is possible without rlungary , the country which occu­
pies the center of the Bsain, whoso population is largest in num­
ber and poeseases the oldest traditions and political experience , 
For Hungary , t he oolutlon of the question of the Basi n of the 
Danube is of the greateat 1oportanee and her view i s expressed in 
the three poi nts ment i oned above . Hungary naturally does not d i sre­
gard plane 'llhich affec t the terrltoriee outside the Central Danu­
bian Val l ey, but she 1s oonvlnoed that these questions cannot be 
solved without a proper organization or the Baa1n or the Danube, 
which occupie s a central position. 

Hungary believes t hat the national idea hae accomplished 
its goal in the Danubian Basin: the national units aquired aolt-



coneclouer.eea and have developed their national characteriatic s , 

The peeple of tho Danubian B~eln have matured and they have become 

of age . In the past , under very differ ent conditione, they assie-

ted and never endangered each other , in the future they c&rtainly 

will not bo a ble to deprive each other from their nationality. Even 

by ueing force, all they could attai n , is to make life intolerable , 

~~ich cannot roosonablJ be their purpose , 

The epoche of spiritua l separati on and d i sintegration is the• 

r efore aloeed to give place to a renewed common development, by 

f r eely chosen cooperation and reintegration in the interest3 of a 

higher culture , a better l iving , a happier lifs and more service 

to humanitJ, In this work the Hungarian State also clai ms i ts 

share. But Hungary can onlJ be able to participate in this work, 

i f a territorial and political frame ia assured to her , which 

renders the full development of the mature political Hungar i an na­

tion possible and secure , 

J', 

Ro'll' could pro- Allied sentiment i n HuMarv a:aterialize in her Foreign 
Pollex? 

It i s beyond doubt that Hungari an public opi nion adhere s fer­

vently to Hungarian independence and constitution, to the ancient 

fre edom or each ind i vidual and that it i mpat i ently expocts the ti• 

me when it can rid i tself from German overlord&hlp and Nazi i nter­

ference . Unfortu"ately Hungary, loca ted in the heart of the ~~rc­

pean Continent, occupies a key position, both etrateg1cally and 

politically , ln the schemes or the Nazi conquerors, On the other 

hand, having no eea-coast , ehe 1a inaccessible to t he arm1ee or 



the Allies and being cut off from ~11 outside aide, has to rely 

ex1Uaively upon her own resources and manoevre in a way , that will 

allow her to save a maxi mum or her milit~ry and moral forces for 

the time when an Allied i nvasion Will being to Hungary the long 

expected opportunity to particip3te with ell her forces i n the 

liberation of her soil , 

A r adical change of fore ign policy is not a political p r o­

blem to the Hung3riana but a question ot practicability. Leading 

representatives ot the neutral Swedieh prese have visi ted in the 

summer of 1943 Hungary and have thoroughly studied her views 

and ;policy and have unanimously stated upon their return in the 

Swedish preea , thnt public opinion and government equally were 

openly in favor of the Anglo- Saxon Powers snd that traditional 

anti-German feeling was stronger than ever in Hung~ry. These 

articles were approved and reprinted in the Swiss prePs and rai­

sed a storm of indignation egainet Hungary in the German presa. 

Hltler personally intervened and incieted that Mr. Ullain- Re­

viczky, chief of the Hungarian preaa- aervice , be dismissed , The 

request wae granted , but characterist i cally Mr , Ullain- Revi czky 

wee appointed ac Hungari an ~ini ater to Sweden, 

The tension whi ch the Swedish Journalists bad so keenly ob• 

served between Hungary and Germany bas been 1n r ecent months 

considerably increased by the newly invented Nazi methods of tor­

ture applied against Hungary in the form of ~ietreatment of the 

Hungarian minor1t1ea residing in the neighboring countries. Very 



frequently against their own wiehee Nazi Quisling& poaeeeaing 

power at present in the adJacent sta tes ere ordered by their 

r:azi casters to invent new methode or mistrea t ment and oppreaa!on 

in order to force the re luctant Hungarian people into aubmi esion. 

Thia pressure aga i nst Hungarian mi norities is ea sed whenever a 

German request has been fulfilled but i s tightened should Hun­

g~ry show unwillingness, The principle ot' old t yran111 "divide 
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and rule" i s being exploited by the Nazis to the maximum. Abaex III 

conta ins c vivid descripti on or the suffering which Hungarian 

mi norities have to stand. This reliable report has reached me 

i n January or t he pre~ent year , 

!lo&!des Hungary ' • dange :-ous geographical position t he Go­

ve~ent recently i e observing certa in caution for tho followi ng 

reaeonal 

1. The evil fate of the Italian people , exposed now to 

ruthles s Nnzi persecution and extermi nation, fa r exceedine the 

surrering o r any other European nat ion has caused grist among 

t he Hungarians always eympathet i c to the Ital ian people , and 

has thrown a vivid lioht upon the danoer thet Hungary also 

might have to r ace in oaee or an ill-ti~d step i n t he right 

direct ion. 

2, The increasing preponderance assumed by Pres ident Benee 

in all Danubi an affaire has invoked the worst memories ot' the 

period following the firs t World 1'/ar, President Benes 1s con­

s i dered not only by t he Hungarian peopl e but also by Croat s , 

Slovaks, Austrians , Poles and even many Czechs ae hlghly reapon-



sible for the complet.!! d i sruption of collaborati on and fri endly 

relat i one among the nations or Central Europe . Hi s destructive 

t endenci es have paved the way for Naz i expansi on a nd hi e bold 

scheming to expand the hege mony of 7 million Ozechs over 50 mi llion 

centra l European people f acilitates up to t he present day Hit• 

lere domination ove r that regi on. His untimely r ecent all iance 

with Sovi~t Russi a has created the general guep i c ion among t he 

peoples or the Danube Val ley t hat Doctor Benes ' overambitious 

pol icy will lead . to the Bolshevization of their homeland• Just 

a s his previous conception h:t~ resul ted i n Naz i domi nation, 

3 . Unfortunately much of the British end America n r l'dio­

propaga nda beamed in Hungarian to Hungary makes t he listeners 

react in a n unfr iendly ;•;a y . Permcnent e-xhortations tha t t he 

time has come when Hunoa ry ~s i mmediately to turn aga inst her 

German oppressors through a r evolt agai nst the Hungar i an Go­

vernrr.ent , can only cool otf the pro- All i ed feeling of the 

ove rwhelmi ng maj ority of decent Hungarians . Such advise will 

certe lnly not be followed but is being expl oited by Naz i pro~ 

paganda as a proof of Al l ied ill will toward Hungary, 

* 
In the beginning of February 1944 I received rel iable i n­

forma tion from Hungary reporti ng on the views of the present 

Hungerian Go vernment concerni ng it s fore i gn policy in the next 

future . Thi s r eport s t at es t hat the Hungarian Gove rnment! 

1 , Consi de rs the Bolshevik menace to Hun3sry as the most 

eerlous of all dangera end that the Government has been gravely 
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pr<'l • Occupied and i mpre ssed by recent world evente . 

2 , It mainly endeavoure at present : to avoid an occupation 

or Hunger7 by Germany and thus to mai ntain Hungary ' s army and her 

future liberty or action · both in her own and the Allied Mat1on ' e 

interests. In oaee or Ger man aggre aelon howe'ter ilungary ·.rould 

oppose any ac t or violence with al l her ~ilitary power. 

3 . It would receive the American, the British or the Po­

lieh armies at the Hungarian fronti er wi t hout opposition. But 

all other armies would meet resolute resistance . 

4 , It i e reedy to accept any future solution which ex• 

cludes Russian occupation or Hung~ry and reapoote her constitu­

tion, her independence and would take into conolderetion he r 

Juetitied interests . 

• 
Present dey Hungary performs nn i mportant role about 

Whi ch nc news ever reach the press but 'Rhich must bo empha· 

sized in order to realize the advantagoq that misht reeult from 
the existing situation, This i mportant funct ion ia twofold: 

1. Hungary is an 1ndiepenalble link combining the diffe· 

rent European underground movemente in their fiSh~ against Na­

zism, Tte Polish undersround from the very begi nning geta eve­

ry support in Hungary which seeuree to Poles in occupied Po• 

l a nd the only exit to the free world , The same applies to t ho 

Austrian underground wbiob due to ita traditional connections 

and partnership with freedom loving Hungeriane seta all support , 

instructions and even help from Hungary , 
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2. Hungary ie the meeting place of a l l persecuted cnti- Nazi 

poli tical forces who not only enJoy hospitality in Hungary but 

are also allowed to expres s their views and mainta in their con-

nec t i one with their respective countries. Croats f l eeing from 

Serbian and Serbs fleeing from Croatian persecution are equal­

l y admi t ted into Hungary, Ita lians from Northe rn Italy rema i ­

ning loyal to the Houee of Savoy and to its pro- Allied policy 

are r ecently arriving also into Hungary where they are admitted 

and enjoy complete freedom . More end more politica l forces 

are gathering within Hungary which thus aeoumes increasing 

poli tical importa nce . 

III, 

The Hungarian military outlook. 
------------------------------· 

A. 

Can Hunga ry repudiate her obliga tions toward the Axis? 

Hunga rian public opini~n was distinctly opposed from t he 

ve ry beg inning aga inst Hungary Joining t he Axis a t !!ret and 

l a ter agains t Hungary' s participati on ln the war on Germany ' s . 

side , The latter problem however has neve r been submitted to the 

decis ion o f the con stitutiona l f actoro . As already mentioned, 

no Hung~rian declar ation of war le valid according to the Hun­

garian const i tution unless it has been appDoved by Parliament . 

None of the Hungarian decla rations of wa r has been submitted 

for acceptance to Parliament to the pre sent da y , The decl ara-

sa . 



t 1on of war on Ame r ica has not even been Ri gncd by Resent 

Horthy, but has been s i mply decided upon by the Government . 

At the ti!!le when Hungary s i gned the Tripc.rtltc J aot 

November 1940 ) Count Tel eki , Prime !Uniater , clearly eta­

tad , tha t Hungs r y by her adherence to the J aet has not pledce4 

herself for act i ve warfa re even i n the ca se th~t the cosus 

food0r1s contemplated by t he Pact should be invoked by the 

other s i gnatori es , Telekl reserved the right of Hungary t o 

decide ln such a case independently end i n stri ct observa nce 

of her own na tional interes t s , whe t her Hungary should Join her 

Ax l e partners in active werfa ro. Count Telek1 commi t.ted suici­

de , when he l ea r ned f l'om the German lUni et er that the Chief of 

St aff of the Hungarian Army , Generc. l WeT'th , had pledged the 

Hungaria n Ar my to active partic ipat i on i n the wa r against Yu­

goslavia, wi thout having consul t ed pre viously the Gove r nment , 

or even withou t having informed t he Government of thi s 1nt~n­

t i on . Hungary wc.s plunged into the war by t h" treason of this 

high r a nk i ng gene r al. 'rho Hungarian Government. of Mr . Bardossy 

simply sanctioned a fact , that had a l ready been accompl i shed 

wi thout t he Gove r nment ' s consent . 

It i a evident thc.t even according t o e s trict interpre­

t ation of i nternationa l l a w Hungary 16 not bound l egally to 

participate i n the .. ar on Germany ' s s1do , She can withdraw 

from the wa r whenever she decides eo without a br each of p ro­

mi se , Thi s view 1e generally shared 1n Hungary and has even 
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been voiced in Parliament when by the collapse of Italy the Axl e 

ltaelt formally ceased to exi st. Hungary's withdrawal fro~ the 

wa r or even a complete reversal of Hungerlan ori enta tion lo 

exlcualvely a matter of political decision reeerved exclusi­

vely to Hungary hersel f , Hungary may act i n whatever aenee 

aha l i kes . There 1a no doubt tha t Hungary l a keen to give 

up her unequal partnership with Germany errd to t ell into l i ne 

with the Anglo- Saxon Powcre, The .tole problem i e simply a 

matter or power : When will Huno~ry be able to do eo? 

!ho ar.swer depends 00 tWO factors: 

a) how can Hungsry be fitted into the etrategic plana or 

the All i es and 

b) what can the Hungari a n Army do i tsel f i n ordor t o bring 

about the desired reversal , 

s . 
Hungarv'a armed forces , 

The Regent and the P.ungarlan Government have recently 

taken strong meaeurea to eliminate from the Hungarian Army 

thoee commanding Generals and high ranking officers , who had 

been noted for their pro-Germon a~pathies , !he preeent Hi nia­

t~r of war, Louie Caatay , 1a reliable in all respects and haa 

reitcratedl y refused Oarman re4uests addr essed to hi m even 

personally by Hitl er, The commanders of the fol l o111l18 Army 

Oorps or Koloaevar, Debreoen, Szeged , Kassa and Gyoer and the 
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Commander or tho division or the Szekelye have been sent into 
ret irement and heve been replaced by reliable anti-Naz i gene­
rale ; 

In consequence of he~vy losaea euffered i n Russia in the 
year of 1942 and early in 1943 t he Hungarian Army has been 
recently reorganized and re-equipped. By early a;ring 1944 

the Hung~rian Army will consist or the following unital 

1 . Resular Army (Ready for Combat): 

8 Infantry Divisiona • • •••• • • • • ••• 8 Combat uni te 

2 Mountain Bri gades • • •• • •••••••• 2 Combat Units 
2 Armored Divisions ............. 1 Combat Unit 

1 C&valry D1v1a1on •••• • • • ••• •• • 1 Combat Unit 
Tota l thus makes 12 Combat Unite . 

Tile following facts must be noted : Each Infantry Division 
consists o f 3 Infantry Regiments (9 Bat tal ions) and 9 Artillery 
Batteriee. Each Regiment and Battalion ie oquipped with the 

nece e rc.ry amount of anti- tatu: weapon a . Each Infantry Division 
poesoaeee besi des the C.fore :aentioned nnti-tenk weapons also 
at least one separate anti- tank unit . 

The Uountai n Brigades coneiat of 4 Infantry Battalions , 

Ar tillery , etc . 

There are two main factors in ooob Armored Divis~on: 1 

Tank Regiment and 1 Regiment of Armored Sharpohooters ( the 
afore ment ioned Tank Regiment posseeseo 250 Tanke) . The two 

Armored D1v1eione have lost moat of tbei r tanhs in the Ruesi~n 

campaign in 1942 ; t his lo&s will be mos tly r &plaoed by spring 1944, 

u. 



2 , Forces in Russin : 

Beeidet the above mentioned 12 Combat Un i te , Hungary 

has 8 Infontry Divisions enseged in policing and maintenance­

work behind the German line a. These 8 Divisions have been 

badly decimated, their co~tingent e have not been renewed 

since the major disaster suf fered in 1942 at Voroneth. In 

1943 the H~~rian Government reiteratedly tried to b•lng 

theee divis ions home, but Hitler hao consistently refused this 

r equest . Recently he has even broken up these Divisions into 

small unite and haa dispersed them widely behind the German 

front . 

As a consequence these 8 Divisions can be conaidered at 

the present time os completely loet tor Hungary. 

3. Frontier Guard Battali ons: 

t. . Hungary has 36 perfectly t r a ined and well- equipped 

Front i er Guard aat tal1ona which oan be concentrated into • 

ce~te1n ~umber or Frontie~ Guard Brigades. Theee troops are 

of hi5h military value and are posted alo~ tho Hungari an 

frontiers. 

bo In the Eastern- most part of Trancsylvania (SZekely­

land) thore have been orsanized recently furthor 20 Front ier 

Guard Bettal1ona on the baaie of general 0 onacr1ption. 

The military forces ennucerated under 1 and 3 amount 

to 400 .000 can. 

4 . Air-Forco 1 

The reorecn1zat1on or the !iungar1en Ai r - Force 1o almo~t c om-
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plate. By spring 1944 1t will ooneilt of 60 Air- Squadrons 

(720 f 1rot - 11ne machi nes) . Thie A1r- Force 1s d ivided ln adequa­

te pro~ort1on into lisht bombing and fighter s~uadrons . 

Beaidee theae reguler toroeo Hur~ery possaasos further 

600. 000 trained reserves (partly of !leers) . Further extension 

of tho A~y ho-~ver moeta seriou3 d l !!icultiee on account of 

lack of equipment . Medium elze tanka , longe- range fighters 

a~d automatic r i fles could not be produced unti l recently 

i n Hungary end even now production of armament meote serious 

diff1cult1aa on account of the lack of certain raw- matar1ala , 

which can only be furnished by Garmany. Tt1a s ituation is 

badly exploited by Ger muny for constant black- mailing or 

Hungary and progress of further roarmament can only bo very 

slow. 

Despite the heavy losses suffered l n Russla , the disc i ­

pline or the Hun~arien Army 1~ perfect and the 16 nctive Divi­

sions which make up the preeent force ot that Army can bo con­

sidered as a fairly strong force under present European 

condi tione , 

------------------------------------------------------
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Annex r. - --

To illu~tr•to ~he situAtion, we ou~te frnm A An~och delivered bv 
Jar~e Andor ( Beziat member ~r P~rliAm~nt ) in P•rli~ment on November 
16th 1943 I 

• In ~he o•tP•t1nn of the ri<'ht ~f • ~ ""mhl'l' I l<nnw thPt the Secrete!"'!' 
of Interior h!\s deol •red thnt. h" would di!Al eoual men•u,.e to e11ch 
Perty . In fact, I n11ve found thAt t'>i• i• not t,.u., """ that tl\e 
11dm1n1~tr11t1on i s prAct1s1n" •omet.hin~ el!le . It ha~ hAPPened in 

Nezi-P~rtv ) WAnted t.o 

to it• membere . The noltce did nnt Aut.norizo tho•e meetinv~. At 
the •rume time the Snciali•t Pnrty in Np~vvnra<l And Koloz~var """ 
lluthori~:ed to hold mass meet1n<>~ i n the hnu~e nf the tr~>de-union~ 
end to m~~e other •imilar propn~nndA move• . In the Oomitat (Countv) 
ot Szil,.av thf! l ocal 1111thor1tt ns bflve nrev,.nted 11Ctivit1e• nr tha 
pro-Nazi Parties bv not reo~an1z1na their o~~nn1•at1nn.. There Are 
towns - for e~am~le Szab~dkA - ~ere t~e autho~ttie~ ~uthori zPd ~ 

meet1n~> of NnZi leacloro, but did nnt nnl\hnr1ze ~hem tn •nell~>' nf th• 
Jew1•h oue~tion or or the .... r . In the mttn1c1P~litv of Sillelmed, 
Oom1t8t ( County ) of SzilPav, thn justice of neace cnlled 1n onp 
or the fOll ~d~r· or Till! llezi P~>rtv And tried to rnree him to l'f!•i~>P 

from th•t PArtv end to ui VI! e written stAtem.,nt that hq no lono:er 
believed in NAzi ideoloqy. I know very well that the Inner Policy 
~~~ imM 1ned bv the Secretory of the Interior is identical with the 
Porei~n Policv of OrePt BritAin : He alwpv~ tr1e~ to helP th~ •ec?nd 
lBr,.est pOVIer ll$1a1nnt the st roru>;e t•. Thnt 1s whv the Sacretsrv of 
Interior h•• tried t.o heln the Sociel1eta at a time when the trond 
VII!." 'l:ownrds Nnt1onal.ao1Al1Pm . 'l'hll S'lc1Pl1•t PPrtv would no lon"er 
•~1st, if the Secretary of Interior hed not b~lned it. At the time 
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when thn Pensnnt Partv wa~ in ~n unnlotltoont et tueti on, tho 'lecret"r:'l' 

of Interior nu~ho,.ized thn cr1111t1on of the Peasant t,Aa"'"' And bv 

ro~torin" tnts or~~i~Ation ~ov~d the Par t y . 

The Secretory or Interior undo•1bt11dly knows thA lol f'morAndwn 

which th" Pea~ent Pnrt y And thn other ,g;rouns of oon•titlltionPl nnn!'l -

s1tinn ~nnt to t~e Prime-Minister ot t~e time of the fell of lolu~•~-

lint, a Memo~ondum which we~ contr Arv to the articloe of WAr end 

would hnvo rne•nt I'Uin to HnnO"Ary . And n•wertholo~" thq Peasnnt P11rtv 

end it11 Accomplices '!till Pl'P r~nthnrizod to hold as m•nv me11tin.,.~ ·~ 

the othn,. nnliticAl P•rties. ( Vnico• on the NAzi 91de : • Oh no , 

thov h1w~ m•Jch moro libertv • ' 

I m•1•t Pl~o Mty a f ew words • hont th<J PeesPnt r,nM•uo . Mil~tn 

Holtze trind to or"Pnize the onnRPnt~ A~ninet us in Czncho-Sl~v·kiP . 

Be wnnted &o de•tro1 nAtionnl fll'llinq bv •ncial unrest . Now , in tho 

mJ.d•t of n crucinl wnr , vthon 11vnrybody ou~ht to bo or<>oni zed tor the 

victory of tho Axis , the Governme~t author ize s a Peasan t League whi ch 

creates the danger of becomi~ the sounding board of r~dical Bolehe­

vi~tic elements . I mu~t eay thnt tho letter of tho Secre tar y of 

Educ~tion , by which he r ecommended tho coooorPtion of tho Poa$ont 

Le""'''" with the p•1blic odnc11tionel :7oi:1JI!\ 1s, to SPY thn leo~t . ""~re-

moly Olli vo . Tho Roy .. 1 Government op~>nl:"f .. upports ti-le Pee~Pnt I 6"17UO . 

When a few authorities expros3od nome dc:mht~ , t.h11 Hndoi' - SecrAI:A>'V, 

Mr. RAn1'i"' · wrote 11 lattA" to tha~o authotJ ities Pt~>tin~ th at 1111 the 

be contiuod. 

I conti nue, 

( N. B. ) Thill PeaSAnt l,oll"l18 1~ II Cultural orpp.­
nislltion of yonn~ fprmera , innu .. nced bT 
the Ch••rches . It i s true th~t ~l-Ie mo-t 
i nfluontiPl m~mbor" of th11 PoasPnt fAll ­
"'"' Are Ot>l!nlY Royal iet- And sut'\po>'ters 
or the Poasnnt Party; thev arn not Com­
muni 11t s . 
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radio . In i t spoke one Gabor Andor who ~aid: 11 I understand th•t. 

the Hunpar1An Government is mAkin~ re•e"rche~ in Vi•e~r~d. Well , dn 

tho Hun~eriPns 9t1ll look for historic "-1 rel ie s ? Dont they under­

s t,.nd thAt now they should di " thdr own praves ? D<>nt they undet·­

st~nd that the l enders of Hun"Ary today nre di~~;~~:in~~: their ~~:r~>ve" ? 11 

Well , this .,,.s said dAy before ye•terda_v . I do not over -

estimate Mr. O~bor Andor, but his oronavnnda mi~ht have some effect , 

especial ly i n the Eastern and North-Eastern parte of t he country . 

How i s it pogsible then that one Je l linek Endre , n former Communiot 

leader, has been put in char~e of the Socialist or~Pnisation in No~­

banya and Fels!fbenys ? Would it not be more rea~onable under th.,se 

circumstances th8t the Secr et8ry of Interior o:~ve the Nazi PArties 

St least the Same ChanCeS !lS to the destrUCtiVe el emento ? II 

• 
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Annex II • -- -

In the minute~ of th• Rnnv~triRn R""~• ot Co=ons t'rom Jlovember 
30tb to December 16th 1943 the tollowinq intera~tinr spe@che• de -

1. 1 On !lovemher 30th, M~. R. Imr6dY , leader of thn Nazi Porty 
i n Hunvarv , hll• att..cked the 'Run,.,.ri~>n QoverrmPnt mBinly tor the t~ ee 
t oll owinv r eeeon8 : 

Ia) ~r tolerotinff the orrenizotiron ~nd nublio nronovondn cArried 
on 'oT t~e Smoll P~rmerft ( Peasont \ Port~ Rnd the Snciol DeMo-
orPtic Pertv . Mr . Imr6dY onoliried the se two PArties "' revo­
lutionary, their nro- Allied toreivn nolicv as opn?sed to tho 
vital intere~ts of the nation, ond nuPlified the memorendum 
of the Peasant PPrtv addre~>ePd to tha R .. ~ent in Atu•u•t a .. trea•on. 
Re accused the Go vernment of secretly condnninv with tho•e Par ­
tie• . R• n~Actic~llv denounced to Hitler the Run~nri•n llovernmont 
for doubl~ deol1n~ . 

(b) He eccu•ed th~ Government of i ncompetence and 1neft1c1•ncv 
in b&ndlio~ the economi c and f1nnnc1sl problem• of the nP~inn . 

He eteted th~t ~rice• rec~ntlv had rl•Pn bv 30 per cent , wheres~ 
wao:s11 h~d not been Pde01lAt 'll" increa~ed. l'e Minted out t? the 
inflAtionBrv tenclencv notices 1n the deor ec1Ption o f the HUAAill'-
i an curr~ncv and ur~ed much str icter measures in Oovernment con-
trol. 

(o) He nrved a radical hen.,lin" of t.he Jewiw problem. He accu@ed 
t he Jews of enti-Ru~~rian netivitieft ond medo world- Jewry res­
ponsible tor the An~lo-Saxon Powers'nll i nnce with Sovj et Ru•sie . 
He pointed out t hat in recent internfttional Confer~nce~ tho Rus-
sian~ have succeeded to becoMe the le~dino: power on the Allied 
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eide . 

AnPlo- Saxon wa•~ne~~ 1~ due . h~ ennt1nued, to the fsct, thPt 

thev msv have monev end =•chine• , but i~ 1~ the Ru~a1rnr whn c~n 

throw million~ end m1ll1nns or ~nldier~ ~~·in•t ~~~one in nrder 

to aovjetize it end tn orgenize the ~•ropePn Continent into th~ 

Sov_1ete . He nn1nted ont thet Bolohev1k J.leqe1Ani1'111 h1111 not become 

more attrect1ve ~ eddin~ Pen•l eviem to ite nro~ram . EVen •houl d 

the Anulo- Saxon Powers ~tren~then their militPry no•ition in FU­

rope, that chan~e would 1 t brin~ anv imnrovement in KunPerv •• fu­

ture; StAlin would •imnlv be renleced bv Mr . R•n•• Pnd ~o~hevik 

domi netion bv the WAll -known abuse• or the Little Enten~~ . He 

quelified the Bun"ar1an Oove~nment•e m1literv nolle• ~• cont~arv 

to common oense : " Whoever wishes to defend th"' front!"'"'' · must 

try to resist na r~ ewev from the rrontiPr "" no•aible •nd es 

lon~ as he hAs allies left . • FinAllv, in e wri tten declere-

t i on, he ur~ed All -out assistance to Germeny . 

2 . ) Mr. Z. T1ldy, on November 30th, e~po~ed the interne! 

ororrrem or the ~all FIU'mere Pertv. He emnha~iz~d Abnve All th~ 

Hun"•ri~n N•t1nn 1 • inde~truc~ible daci•ion to meint•ln it• ~nn•titu­

tinn~ libertv and 1nden&ndence. Re olaaded fo~ the ~•me ~1~ht~ n~ 

•11 neivhbooring sm4ll N•ti on• in th• Danube VAl l ev, w1~h1nP ~n r••~nre 

friAndlv relation• ond f'PAC&f\11 COllaborption with All n•i .. hbn'lr• Of 

Run~ary on e democrAtic ba"is. He urged the nece••1tv nf en electnral 

reform 11rent1n" eouel riP'ht • on e broad demoer~tic b•Ai•, o•ked for 

the restorat ion of the liberty of !'res•, •neech end prop~~•nd•. RA 

emoha•1zed that e ciVilized Ohl·i~t1An Stete CAn rtevnr d1•o,.1m1n•te bet­

ween the ri.,ht• "rnnted to ite c1t1zPns, 11nd th•t bv el1m1nntin" th~ 

recent Jewi•h le"i~lAtion the ~nu•litv or ~i.,ht• •hould hq ro~tored 

for •11 c1t1zPno . ~" nninted nut. to the lnn~-de•ired rsaus•t fnr ~ 
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t~l' -,.AAChincr l•nd- r11tnrm '"d urrred A for Pi"'n nnl1~v t.l1~t wnnld ••f'"­

"UPJ-d ~una~rt e:n 1nt:~trftet._ t~tnd l"'et'r,.in f"lotlm d"n""Arrm~ ~lli,..nc~t•. 

3 . ) 0n Dee~h~r l•t 194~, Kr. ChArles Pev$r , la~dAl' or 
thA "oc1Al-t>emnor~tio P&rtv. nut fnrtl1 thA dq•i rP• nr indn•tl'i•l l•­

hnr in Run~"81')7 . IIA Rakad ror ~n iOC Y' &P•e nf .... ~a• in <'nnft'lrmtty with 

thA ,~; ri~A or thq nrioe lAval. He A•kQd r,,. the •bnlitlnn of nov ern­

ment - cont t'ol t n P'O nArnl Md of militArv cont ,.ol l n n•,.tinulnr ln the 

wRr-~ndn•t,.ie• . HA •tn!:Ad t.h"t th" de<'l~>rPtion'l of""" ""'"tn•t th<~ 

Allied Nation• , bV t.hP ry.,vArnment of ~r.B•,.dn·•~ . h~v• n11v•,. b~An AT'I ­

nY"nved bv Dp~l1PmAnt f\nd thup ",.,. invalid orcn,..ri1 ncr tf"'' t:hA llunVPl" 1 pn 

ot Ttplv, th" ~h~Ao-n~wer Pact bAtween ~er~~nv . I~~lv ~nd Jnonn hA~ 

lost it• vali dity Pnd no oblinat1on• can be con•t,.ued anr more on thAt 

ba •i •. He t1n8lly declttr ed that no no.tion in Europe ~upport. 'Utle" 

voluntRl'i l y and AVery notion trie• to build un e secon~ front r"r t,h " 

pYnArted time when nerm AnV CnllPp•ea , 

4 . ) O<'>unt ,Tohn Zichy, leade r of thn T P"Plmt•t.p 1n 

Run,.orv , ( he died in the f1r"t weelr of J e.nuarv ~nd """ ,.,..,l~cArl bv 

/;l"''nnt 4!\th"'n'"' C::.icrrAV ) , in ft .. hnyot: declPra t11"\n ur.,.Ad : 

(,. 1 tho re:stor .. tion of ~he le,.,.l Kina in l'n 't"Pl'V : 

(b) referrina to the nrincinles ~rRted bv the P~l- P•~h~r . hA 

a sired fo,. the inte~r,.l rA•t:it:ntion of th" ,.1,ht • rot the in­

divid•••l ~>nd for the 9Q11Plitv of thA ,.i,.ht• or ~>vo.-v oit1zon, 

1rr«u~oect1ve or rotlcn , n"+-1nn.,l1tv1 e'"Pet1 n"" l"n"11At'P,... 
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ANNEX Ill , 

Hungary and her neighbors . 
--------------------------

(A r eport received in January 1944 from Hungary. ) 

Eve rything has been ~one from t he Hungarian side, to crea te wlhh 

ell neighbors relations, that would prepare a setisf::~otory tlnel se t -

tlement . This however has not succeeded for many reasons, 

The foremost r eason fhr this failure i s, that Hungary does not 

k now , who her neighbors are, This might seem pa r adoxi cal, but i s n 

feet , Hungary is aga i n filled with refugees from ever y country, vic-

t1ms of political persecuti on or pol iti cians with for esi$ht . These 

refugees belong to all races : Serbs , Slovaks , Sl ovenes, Croats , nnma­

nians , Ukrainians, etc, From everywhere the stream has led to Hungary , 

And here we mention only those from neighboring coun t ric s ; there is 

already a great number of Poles , French , Belgians , Dutch, eta. I f one 

considers this great mass of r efugees, who mostly belong to tho more 

prominent political class of the country they left , one might well 

ask: r.ith whom can or should Hungary start conversations? Here are 

for example the Slovaks . There i s first of al l the T1so•Tuka- Mach 

~roup , which pretends to rule t he country. Then there are the Slovaks 

in London , who pretend to collaborate with Dr, Bene a , In contradicti on 

to the professed Czecho- Rusaian friendship there exi sts furthermore a 

third group, the Slovak Guard in ~oecow , whi ch 1s in bitter opposition 

against the two preced i no .~nee . Than ther e i s a fourth group residing 

in Hungary , wh i ch has g i ven proof of some followi ng. Finall y there i s 

the very popular Sl ovak leader , Dr. Carol Sidor , who has a powerful 

following. 
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Dr. Si dor has hie following in Slovakia , but has kepf aloof 

f r om the other four groupe. 

On these premises it i s evident , that Chere is no political lea ­

de r ship i n Gl ovakia , with which permanent fr i endl y relations between 

Slovaki a and Hungary could be esta bl ished . Hungary is forced to tr' to 

establish modus vivendi With ea ch of these groupe until such time, ae 

the Slovaks themselve s will sol ve their questiont . The basic condi ti­

on to a lasti ng sol uti•n between Slovakia and Hungary i s e permanent 

Slovakian poli cy a nd a permanent 5lovok Government . 

If we consider the present Government of Slovakia and the present 

State of Slovakia , v:e come to the conclusion tha t they both are under 

complete Germa n influence end that all their mani fe s t ations are pure­

l y German manifestat i ons. Independent Slovakian manifest a tions are 

rare , a nd if they occur, they never get abroad , because the Czech 

Government in Exile has b3en succes3ful in preventing t heir publi ca­

t i on in EnglAnd or in the U. S. A, Tho newspapers published today i n 

Slovakia are unde~ t he direction of the German- Slovak propaga nda 

center, wh i ch operates in Vienna , Benkgasse 1 . From t here they get 

t heir ordere , rep rimands and t he i r money, Thi s center in Vienna 

contsine ell those forces, which in the mind of Germany are useful 

f or work aga inst Hungary. At the same address we find also the 

Carpatho- Ukra i ni an and Croat centers , In this center at Banl<e::>.z~e 1 

they prepare thoeo actions which Sl oveks , Carpatho- Ukrainiane and 

Croats are expected to ca r ry out against Hungary. Hungl'ry has offi ­

fially and unofficially protes ted many times agai nst the opera tions 

of that center , but so far without any pr actical r e eult . A Hur~erian­

Slovak agreement at t his time does no longer depend on tho Tl ao-Tuka 
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Mach group , but on the German cente r i n Vienna, Whether a ny chauga can 

be expected, cannot be fo r etol d a t t hi e time, 

The Croat s i tuat i on is eimilc r , and t he p i cture there ie not only 

trag i c, but at timee even comi c . Croatia is ma i nl y in the ha nds of 

individual s , wl>o thank t he i r very l1•:es t o the feet , that durlns the 

bloody dictator3hip of King Alexander they eit her rece i ved asyl um in 

P-ungary or we r e gi ven permi ssi on t o escape t h rough Hunser y i nto other 

countries , The se elements conduct at p r esent D wild anti-Hungari an 

propag8nda , th i s being t he order from the Ger man cente r , 

hs f a r a s Rumani a 1s concerned , the situa t i on i s such, that 

there i s l i t t l e hope f or a change t o the better , In this connect i on 

1t is interest i ng to quote from a speech delive red by Arpad Arva y , 

member of Parliament f or Trens sylve nla, in the Hungar i an Lower House 

on November 26th , 1943 : 

"The sol ution in t he Hunger 1an- Ruman1an question - " said Arpad 

Arvay - "is the moet diff i cult probl em whose early solution i s i mp e• 

ra tive for the Hungar i an Gove rnme nt . Many r eports and dat a i nform ue , 

the t the Hungari ans - and there are hundr eds o f thousands• who sti l l 

live under Rumanian domi nat i on , are obl i ged t o live under completely 

intole rabl e c i rcimat ancea , although we had concluded mr.ny peacef ul 

agreement s and had made a l l possible efforts. 

It i e a cpurious f act , that the Rumanian Stat e , which had to pay 

with the collapse of 1t e consti t u t ion e nd with a cons1derbble terr i ­

torial loss for it~ 1lltreatme nt of the mi norit i es , even today con­

t i nue s t o choose oppre ss ion rather tha n urAeratand i ng. Those groat 
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po~ers , who acted as ~pirea between Hungary and ~~nia obliged both 

countrleo to g ive to their minorities lega l rights and n possibility 

to l i ve. It should be understood tha t in Hungary these obliga tions 

of the Vienna award h~ve been acrupulouely fUlfilled, at mAny times 

even far b~yond the actual obligations , It i8 to be resrettod, t hat 

this patient a ttitude has not found any echo from the other aide , 

Rumania has conti nued her policy of oppress ion not only toward the 

Hungar i an& , but also to~ard all other minorities under her rule , It 

should not be forgotten , thc t s i nce the Vie~~a •ward R~ania has not 

only accepted ~articular obliostions towa~ the Hungarians , but also 

toward her Ge rman minori t i es. It i 8 only under these premises that 

we can understand tho full menoure of tho inJuc tioe in the tras 1e 

ai~~t!on or the hundreds o! thouscnds of Hun&~~!:na fo~ced to live 

undar Rumanian domin•t lon, Day after dey we 11:0ecoi ve more and more 

ehoeking reports . These indicate t ha t the s ituation or the Hungariano 

under Rumanian domi na tion he s become absolutely i mpossible . Those who 

lrnow Rumanian " Jus t i ce" and the way Rumania n "11\ws " are made , und'!r­

St 'lnd thAt theee lawe are m'lde in Rumania 1n s uch a dleordorly and 

s loppy ~anner tha t they can always be usee as a weapon agains t a ~1-

uorlty. There a r e for instance financial laws tha t s re constructed as 

t raps in which the Hungarian peasants , industrialists , tradesmen or wor­

kers mus t f all e van against their be•t will, These laws are ao made , 

that the determination of an 1nfr1ngc~ent as well as the Judgement on 

tho matter i s to be made by the same executive officials, who act un­

de r eecret 1netructiona, Furth3~ore no proor to the contrary l e admit• 
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ted aa evidence . Thus lt l a poaalble that Hungarlcne are punl ahed ln 

euch a manner that it u.oana complete material ruln for them. We have 

been lnfor m3d t ha t Hungarian tlrmc or Hungarian tradee~en, which had 

boon opera ting ford ecadee , had to close down, because of these finan­

cial regulat ions , There l s fur thermor e tbe eo- celled "Sabotage - Law" 

which has Jus t r ecently been strengthened exceedingly aga l net the 

Southern Trsnssylvanlan Hungsrlano. On t he beals of this law, there l s 

no legal evidence against the .protocol or the executive offi cial. The 

otrlciala , delegated epeclally tor t bt> t purpose , can eatabl18h at 

will such protocol s not only against Hungarian industrialists or trades­

men, but even against marke t peddl ers. These protocols charge the vic­

tims wlth such grave crimea, that they not or~y involve confiscation 

of all pr operty , but generally also a punishment of eevernl years or 

penitentiary. The unfortunate Hung~rians are either ruined and sent to 

Jail, or escape in t heir d03peration beyond t he border, 

The Rumanian authori t i e s have lately a l so concentratr d on the fa r ­

mere . Wi th unbel ievable cruelty they have been carrying on the confi e­

ca tion or all csttlc , The authori ties carry awcy every an1nal and the 

farmers either receive hoth1ng i n co~enaatlon, or only such a ~mall 

aum thBt i t i s not enough to pay t he transfer t ax, The Ruman1Rn au­

thorities confiscate the anlmil and pay in the best case 3 fil lers 

(0 ,07 oents pel' 2 poums) per k1logramm, 

Thi s s i t ua tion has gono co far tha t a member of the Hungarian 

mi nori t y i n Rumania can no longor be Government offi cial, tradesman, 

1ndu•tr1al i at or even a worker, If by a a~iraclo a member of the minority 
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still t"inds somewhere empl oyment , t her e follow£ with a l l its horrors 

t he so- called labor- camp. In tnese l abor- c: mps thousa nds of Hungarians 

live in unbelievable mise ry , dirt and s tarva t ion. These are not only 

men in t heir be at age , but also young men b~tween 17 a nd 18 a nd old 

men between 67 and 69 yea rs of age . 

For exampl e the Rumanians have been building the r a ilroad line 

Deva- Brady since yea rs . In this dreary country work 1600 Hungarians 

ca lled in for l abor, mo~tly people a round 50 years . These men a re 

worki ng together with convicts condemned to from t e n to fi fteen 

years of hard labor and the treatment i s t he ~ ame for them as for 

t he convi cts. 

Even worse i s the situation of those Hungarians who have been 

conscri bod for l abor in t he Szurduk val ley. Six thousa nd Hungarians 

1vork there and expeot with f ears the winter. La s t winter there was 

in th~ s l abor- ca mp a group of Russia n prisoners of war . The camp 

itse l f is only a g r oup of barra cks made of light wooden planks. 

Consequently allmos t all t he aussia n prisoners of wa r froze to dee th. 

The cemetery of these unfortunate victims is a t the doors of the 

barracks, where now the Hungarians l i ve . The Hungarians are in~e sted 

with vermins , have many contageoue diseases end are on thd verge of 

starva tion. The Rumanian guards cell the camp cyni cally "Cimiti r ul 

Ungurllor" , which mea ns I "Hungar ian Cemete ry" - the cemete ry of the 

HungarJans. 

rb1s labor- service does no t last two or three weeks, but ve ry 

often t e n to twelfe months and during tha t time t he fa mily at home 

receives no oomponsation or support . In moat ca ses the fPm1ly buainoes 
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i ~ de stroyed ~nd goe s i nto bar:Kruptey. But it often hPp,ene that when 

the Hunge~iane finally return to their hocee , they even no longer f i nd 

their wivee and families , for s ince October even the women are oalled 

into labor- oa mpe. Young girls and women have been inducted, evon mo­

thers with young children. So tor ex~mplo all drcacmtkor end needle­

workers - mootly young girle- from Torda have been ordered to Nagye­

zeben to worl< for the aoldiers, I need not stre ss the fact of wl;c t 

happ9ncd to thane unfortunated unprotected girls in the barracks of 

unleeehed rlumAnian scldisr· . 

To top al l t hie the R~~aniane have ordered , that eo- called Refu­

gee- Rumani an f llmilios be e stabllshed l n houses belong ing to membe r s 

or the m1nori ty. It hs.~ frequently hepp-:r.ed the~ nt.r.aarlens .,ere oucl.­

denly recoved from their own houses in order to make place for eo- cal ­

led refugees. Thic mocl.e or treatment i a proof, tha t the Hungarians are 

not equal- r i ghted citizone i n Rumania and that they do not enJoy any 

rights at ell . 

0:'1 the baaia of of~icial i nforlD&tlone I could continue to enume­

r ate these facts about the illtreatmont or the Hungarian mino~ity un­

der Rumanian domi nat ion, But the tacta I broueht t o your attenti on are 

eufticie~t t o ~now t hat this situation can not longer continuo. 

Whe~ expo&ing this e1tuation I want also to t urn toward Rumanian 

publ i c opinion requesting it not to forget that whether they l i k8 it 

or not , they have co~on interests w1th tho other Danubian nations . In 

this decisive hour the Rumanians should under stand thc t it ie in their 

intore~ts to change their attitude toward their neighbors. The Hungarians 

do not want to exploi t the tragic, nay desperate situation in which 
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Rurean1an finds he .reel! . If the Rumanians are r eady to trea t the Hunga­

rians decently , there io still a ohlince to find ground for colle':>oration. " 

Thi s speech gives a complete picture of the Hur~arlan-Rumanlan 

relations . 

~i~ly Antoneae• , nucanian Vice Premier , mAde a public speech re­

cently in which he declared tha t Rumania has no interests whatsoever t o 

come to term& with Hungery, beccu~e in caae or German victory it would 

bo the Germans who would decide the future of Tr anaaylvan1a , while in 

the ease or Rueaian victory, it would bo the Rueaian word, that would 

be tho"t'1at ~ ~. Gafencu on the other hand haa deelnred i n Geneva , 

that the tate of Rumania would be saved by Benes . "Hungary alcce" , be 

declared , "would a1t on the banch or tho accused , for even the Germans 

would come out of thie war relatively unharmed . " 

The cruel trectcent of Hungarians by the Nazis and their friends 

is resented so much more by the Hungari one , sa tho trentx&nt meeted 

out to the Czechs in general 1a much more benevolent. Czech workers 

as a recompense for t heir punctue.l and successful worlt rank equally 

with the Germane. ~orkere or the Skoda rectory receive the same 

amount of rationed food as any similar worker in Germany, It i s to 

be noted, thPt workers of other "aatellite" countries l1ke Hungary, 

Bulgr ria and Finland do not receive from Ger~ny the same conaidera­

t1on. 

A large proportion or the Czech population collaborat oa wil­

lingly with the Nazis, and even volunt eer for the Gsrman Army . The 

German 5t h and 8th Sharpshooter D1v1oion, the 18th Motorized Di visi on, 
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the 225th, 290th, 8let 1\t>d l 22nd Infnnt r y Divid<. na are com­

posed to 40% of Czech na t i onals. Theao Czechs have volunteered 

for the German army s a anti - Communists end eaveral ot t hem ha­

ve dooora t t one for bravery shown i n t heir f 18ht against t he 

Red Army. 

XY • 
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'rlll'~lln ll. Roo•aval t Li'orU'f. 

:o I WA R DEPARTMENT 

5200 .9 (9/27/GI); Wll..iT.U.T IN'nl.U60f(c ptVlStOH .... I 
, ~r'< r ~ to- , :J a. 

WABHINOT~ 

) 

~, L!c.rob 191.1 . 

til !:OP.J.:JU! FOR 'l'llE :I'RL>IDD•T: 

Subject: J.rchduke Otto ' & f!l'lUflSt ror S;>('cial 
Tr••lls:nienion of :Jessceeo , 

1. t OCO::t"£ d t '"t the re 'U06t or 'rehduke 0 to of • tria 

for the tr· .er.iOAiOn or th<' nt t nc':ed M811 .a :c to h 8 br the%' in 

Licbon throu,;b tlilitcry att6oht channels bo arrr·ovt'<! . 

2 . Thoro ifl no ob. ection to 1;!;e tt-• s:>iP .. iOn or tl:o ~· 8 

10 •ace to ;:,toeldtoJ.;~ ~~~ ':a riYpe ·te . It r.<>uld br rret enb ~ , 

hO\'('VOl' , to hHve the St ate DO'>'lrt!llent t\On<l r digeet or thr prc­

nor,ed ::1essoca to their repre1e:.totive in Stockholl" , 

) . :Jr . D'.>.'L~ , -tet<. Depc:t:llen1;, concurs in thl' abrve 

roco:u;.endntionn . 

:.nclosure: 
liesoaso 
Personal lP~tar fro< t.rchduk<~ otto 

o. K. 
Please oo this 

F . D. R. 



THE WH ITE HOUSE 

WASHI N GTON 

Mareh :!2 , 19H. 

MEMOhANDUM FOR 

MAJ . GEN . CLAYTON L . BISSELL 
ASST . CHIE f' , AIR FORCE IIITELLIGENCE 

Wtll you be good enough to let 

me ~ve your reeo~endat1on on the 

eneloeed? 

P . D. R. 

(Please r eturn eorreepondenee 
t o me . ) 
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Washington D.O ., March 21st 1944. 

Dear Mr . President, 

Enclosed please f ind the text of a telegram which I 
would like to send to my brother Charlos Louis in Li sbon. 

It is prompted by the events of t he las t 24 hours in 
Hungary nnd ita ~oal is to mobilize what remai ns of free Hungary out s i de 
of that country , so that tho deplorabl e events that accompanied the 
Germen annexation of Austria should not be repeated . On the other hand, 
the tele~ram is put down in cautious words , in order not to provoke a~v 
step tha t mi~ht break off the linea to Hungar y. As I hear the news at 
this moment , it is not yet absolutely clear what r eal ly happened and it 
mi~t be possible that Hungary could retain some form or mitigated i nde­
pendenc e , which could be still batt er than t he complete and uncondi t io­
nal German occupation . Evon a mitip;atod inde pendence mi~ht permit, at 
some future date, a chang i np; of sides . 

As in the case of Austria for instance the Germans mo­
ved into the Austrian Legations ~Yithin 48 hours, tho mat t er is nat ur ally 
very urgsnt. I would therefore be very p;rateful if you could have the 
kindness to p; ive it your considera tion today . In case you woul d not dis­
a~~:ree >Yith my thou~ts, I would bo mos t g ra t eful i f you coul d order that 
this telogrem be sent to Oonerel Clayton Bissell, for immodiete tele~rephic 
coded t ransmissi on through the Military At tache 1n Li sbon to my brother. 
I would be also most grateful i f you could order t hat my brothers reply 
be transmitted teleg r aphically by the same way . This 1 s the way that has 
functioned on your or der very well and discreetly 1n t he last months , ex­
cept that I could usa only the pouoh . But i n this case I think that only 
a tolegrMI OM bring any r esult. 

Could I also ask you, dear Mr . Pres i dent , to have t he 
g reat kindness to lot me know youl' decision throup;h Miss Tull y . I would 
be also grateful if I could know whethe r it woul d be poasible fo r me t o 
send a si milar tole~ram - a l so via the U. S . Mili tary Att~che - to Mr . Re­
vi czk:y -Ulain, Hun~er1an Minister in Stockholm, who at least in the peat 
was one o f my followers a nd Who mi~ht be brought into act i on, if this 
would seam advisable . It 1s needless to say that you can be assured that 
nothing !.!!.!. will be known of any of the so s teps . 

Wi th all my beat wi shes and moat respectful regards I 
remain, dear Mr. President, 

Yours ve ry sincerely 

-;;==--~.-t'l-~ ./f~~ . 



/ TELEGRAlol BY CODED CABLE. 
--- --------~---------------

To U. S. Military Attach6, Lisbon 

Please tran~it to Prince Charles de Bar, Rue Sampaio e Pine 50 1 Rc, 
Lisbon, most urgently the following mes sage from his brother Otto : 
The news here about the German occupation of Hu~ary are still l ack­
ing clarity, so that judgement cannot yet be passed. stop. I be~ you 
to contact Wodi aner and to discuss situation with h i m stop • In case 
Hungary should retain such amount of independence after the occupation, 
t hat it could still perform useful tasks for the Allied cause, I advise 
diplomats to remain quie t and to see what usefUl contacts t hey could 
still establ ish with Budapest . stop. I n case the German occupation would 
deprive Hungary of any fUrther possibility of free movement and would 
therefore assume the charcter like the occupation of Czecho- Slovakia 
or Austria, the moment 110uld have come for the Hungarian diplomats to 
carry on the Hungarian struggle for liberation, even in face of a Nazi­
sponsored Hungarian Quisling- Government like one headed by Szalasy or 
Imr6dY· stop . Under these circumstances Hungarian diplomats in neutral 
countries shoul d refUse to y i el d tlleir l egations and continue to re­
present the legal Government of Hungary stop, Even if onl y one minister 
would take this step, i t would be wor thwile stop. Advice that Wodianer 
contact his col leagues in Stockholm, Bern, Ankara, Madrid and Vatican 
in vi ew of making common steps on that behalf , stop. By acting so under 
given circumst ances they woul d render marked service to Hungarian cause. 
stop. As soon as I know what course of action bas been taken, I am 
readY to help them as much as I can. stop . Pl ease tell Wodianer that I 
mos t earnestly urg e him not t o return to Hungar y at this t ime under any 
circumstances. s top. He shoul d not forge t what happened to his Austrian 
colleagues. s t op. Fuerst of same opinion as I am stop. Please reply at 
once telegraphically same way as this telegra.m reaches you your deci ­
sions and reactions . - -
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

IC&rob 22, 1844. 

JIEMORAIDUM lOR 

MAJ • CH:R • OLAY!OII D. BISSELL 
A88f. ORIEJ', AIR lOROE IllfELLIGERCJ: 

W111 7ou be sood enough 'o 11' 

.. baYI JOUI' :reoo-end&tlon on 'he 

enolo18dt 

r . D.R. 

(Pleale re,urn oorreapondenoe '0 ••. ) 
T,·-· . ~') ~ht) ,.,..e-) . , .,_~ 1-l .. i .. t ,10 ·c ro o ... -, ()~ 
.!J.: ... ~·i.a , oncl . e-. ... ~ --:.lp · - ·TI" ··hich ~0 
·r t•l,.. 1 ;j D +-o ~on · ... ("' ~; !:' t .... othr- Ch' ....... l C"' 

L01 ' •• in Li :> 1rcn ~' " ''l'lun occ:1· lut ' n n " 
T{1 n :.... - ~ . 



Wa shington D. C. 
March 21st 1944 . 

Dear Mis s Tully, 

Enclosed please f ind 
a vert ur~ent l ett er to the President I ,.,ou d be "most grateful if you could 
bring this l e tter to the at t ention 
of t he Presi dent today , because i t is 
such t hat every hour counts. 

Thanki ng you in ad­
va nce for your kindness and wi th my 
best regards I am, dear Miss Tully , 

Yours very sincerely 



THE WHITE H O USE 

WASHINGTO N 

Mar ch 30, 1944 · 

MEUORANDUld FOR 

MAJOR GENERAL CLAYTON BISSELL 

The Pres ident direc t ed me 

to send t he encl osed to you. 

(Enclosur e) 

Gr ace G. Tull y 
PRIVATE SECRETARY 

:.ressc.q,b fror. Archauke Otto to 
his br other iu Lisbon . 



THE WH ITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April ? , 1944· 

~~OlWJDUM FOR 

CULOUBL ill.CK&i):;Yl:.R: 
Roo:n 2 E 800 
Pentagon build ing 

If you a ppr ove, would you be 

good enough to send the enclosed messe.ge·t 

F. D. R. 
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Washington D.C., April 5 th 1944. 

Dear Mise Tully, 

Would you please have the kindnese to 
arrange that this telegram be transmit ted as soon as 
possi bl e to my brother Char l es Louis in Li abon, tbrougb 
the office of General Bissell, where during t he absence 
of t he General the matters are handled by Coloaal Hacke ­
meyer. 

I bate t o be forced to bother you now 
all the time. Unfortunat ely the Hungarian Ministers 
are growing very re stless and on tba basis of a meesage 
I received a few minutes ago I fear thet t hey migh t 
start some uncontrollable ac tion of t heir own, if I am 
not able to g ive them clear orders eoon. Obviously tbey 
are not yet ueed to be in exile. 

I hope, that with a defi nite decision 
on all t he pending matters, I wi l l no l onger bave to 
i mpose so much on your t i me . 

Thanki ng you, dear Miss Tul ly, in advance 
for your kindness, I am, with my best wishes, 

Yours very sincerely 



_('i!861) 

. ;:L-J 
•' THE WHITE H O USE 

-~~WASH I NGTON 
• ... ,p-' / April 16, u ... 

(_ ~DUX fOR1 .... 
THE SECRETAKY OF STArE, 

I appron your l etter ot April 12th 

1D re,arda to the Arol:ldllh ~to. I th1ak 

tho pol1q ohould be broup t, bJ :rou or 

aOIMboq 1D tho llt&to Dopan.eut, to hie 

attontiODe 

r. D. I. 

Tran,m1tting carbon of memorandum which the 
Prenident received from the Secretary of State 
under date of 4/12/44, in re the Archduke Otto 
of Austria . 
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DEPARTMENT or S TA TE 

WAS HI NGTON 

!I!OBAHPUN lQR THE PRISIPINT April 1~ . l9t.4 
With reference to the letter ot April ' addreeaed 

to the Preeident b7 the Arohduke Otto, and tbe Preeideot 1 e 
oonri~~g Ult0ru4ua ot April 7 requeet1Jig oo .. ent on the 
Arobduke 1 

• propoealel 

Aot1on b7 tb1e Gonroaent alo~~g the 1111.. euggeeh4 
b7 the Arohduke woal4 require oonl1derat1oo ot .. •eral aat­
tere ot aaJor iaportaooe, to witl 

1. The plalle outl1Ded b7 the Aroh4ulte Otto iD 
Aaoexea II and III to b1e letter a.oD~~t iD eubatanoe 
to a propoaal that the 4ireotioo ot the reeiatanoe 
• on•ent with1a llwlgarr, and the operat1oDI lead1DC 
to the reetorat1on ot the Cr own ot Ru~~gar7 to the 
Arohduke, be ooaduoted tro• the 11n1h4 ltatea, with 
the aotiYe participation ot acenoiee, ~litarJ and 
oiYil1an, ot th1e Oo•ernunt: 

2. !be aupport required tor the propoeed BWI­
car1an Ooanoil ot Reeietanoe which woul4 be eatabliehed 
ia Vaah1ngton, would 1DYolYe eYeD IW)re than the 1reoog­
nit1on1 the Archduke ie w1ll1DC to toreco, 1n that the 
detail ot liaieon ottioere, the uee ot ~erioao oo..u­
aioatione eerYioea, t he authoriaatioa ot publioit7 and 
pro~an4& acnoiea, and the ellooat1oD ot blocked 
twlda (Anaex III), woul4 plaoe the Runcarian 00DIIo1l 
41reotl7 aDder the auap1oee ot tbil GoYerDIIent : 

:5. !he propoaal ooDte~latee an exolaehelJ 
A.erioan apoaeorehip tor the oonduot ot the Hungarian 
reeiltanoe •oYueat, vbereu tb1e Go•em•ent baa acree4 
that our 4eal1Jiga with llwl«arT, u with t he other 
ene!Q' etatea in lurope, will be 1D tall oooealtaUoa 
with the Britieh and 8oYitt Oo• em-eate. 

The 1aplioatione ot theee ooneiderat1one •acceet that neither tro• the point ot Yiew ot J)llblio opinion 1D thil 
oowatr7 aor 1a Yi" ot our pol1t1oal and ulitarr eacac~ 
•eate tor aotias JoiatlT with other so•erDIIente 1D the oOD­
daot ot the war iD fluoope, woul4 it be to our aat1011al 

1ntereet 
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1atereat tor tb1e GoYaraaent to agree to the propo .. la 
adnnoecl bJ the Arob4u.ke. 

It lhou14 be obeer.ect that etepe han alreacl7 been 
taken to aohie•• eoae ot the alae eat torth in the Aroh­
duke1 • propoeall. I-dlattlJ atter the Geraan oooDpa­
tlon ot Hun&&rJ the »epartaent authori&e4 our repreeenta­
t1Y .. in the neutral oapltale lntoraally to aullt 1.n en­
abling the •ar1oue Hungarian diploaatlo aiuione and un­
dercround acentl to ooordinate their plane tor bu1141Dc 
up the r .. lltanoe torou within Hungar1. 1'heee were pro­
Y1aional and eaer1enoz etepe, but they ••r•ect their pur­
poee 1a enabl1Jia the lluqariane abroad to aurYeJ their 
proepeote tor oontribQtiDa to Gel'llaDy1e deteat. fhe Br1t­
ieh are intor.ecl ot wtlat theu Hungarian repre .. ntat1Yu 
are plann1Jia, an4 the llu111ane are probablJ now ootl1q in­
to the pioture ae well. !be Britllh, in taot, ha•e now 
not1tiecl the »epartaent ot their Yiewe ae to a aore det1-
nite polloJ, and hope that Waah1Jiston and Moeoow Will ex­
prall their general qreeaent and thae aake it a Joint 
pol1o7. I n ~ the Br1t1eh propoeal 41eoouracee the 
reoognition ot a tree HDD&ar1an aoY .. ent, but taYore etepe 
to build vp the Huncarian ottioiale who ha•e repudiated the 
preeent reg1ae, with eapbae1e on etrengthenin& thf reeiet­
anoe eleaente within the country, loa•1ftl Hllftl&rJ • future 
to be worked out by the people at hoae 1t they vnite 1n 
aot1Yo ree1etanoe to tho Ger.ane. 

'l'be »epartaent hu not 71t replied to the Bri tllh •U&­
geet1on, bat would reoo .. ea4 it to the Pree1dent ae being 
1D lllbatant1al accord w1 th the »epartaent 1 • Yitwa, and 
preferable to a unilateral eupport, on ovr part, ot an.J 
particular llwlgarian IJ'ODp. It WOilld be appreciated it the 
Prelldent wou.14 1nd1oate whether he appro•u. Xoreo•er, 
the adYantagee ot a Joint polioJ, with ita addi tional Yalue 
a• an exaaple ot cooperation ot the principal Allie• 1n 
&uropean qveatioae, are apparent. 

Letter troa the 
Archduke Otto with 
1te enoloeuree. 

c* 
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Washington D.O. , April 4th 1944. 

Dear Mr. President, 

First or all, let me thank you most warmly for your kindnese for havin~ acted rapidly on ~ requeeta in these laet daya. I am the mora grata -tul as I know that you have not been feeling well and that therefore ~ letters and notes meant an added strain on you. 

Por this reason also 1t is only ra -luctantly that I send you this letter and the vital Annexes to it. I woul d have certainly welted if I was not forced to act because or the situation in EUrope. But without endangering the whole rutura I can no longer let the Hungarian diplomats and the Underground wal t for instruction and for guidance. 

I join to this latter three Annexes, which cover the problems 1 

1.) A short historic review of the events leading to my present letter to you; 

for Resistance. 
2.) 'l'he plan of the Hungarian Council 

3.) A short outline or measures that would be neoessarJ and for which we would ask your kind assistance in order to help the Hungarian Council for Resistance. 

I would be most gratefUl if you could let me know as aoon as possible, for the aforementioned reasons, your views, your advice and your decisions on al l these aat t ere. 

Raedle ss to eay that,as in the past, you oan be assured of mJ absolute d1aeret1on on this 

' 



entire subject . 

With ~ best wishes for a prompt and 
complete recovery of your health and with ~ renewed 
thanks for your kindness end respectful regerda I 
remain, dear Wr. Pres ident, 

Yours very sin.eerely 

w' 
~·o =· .. 
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Annex I. 

Historic review ot tba diplomatic and .tlitary aventa leading 
-------------------------------------------------------------to tha present latter. 

X.B. This is a compilation from Hungarian official documents 
and official telegrams from Lisbon. 

1.) Evolution of tba situation since January 1 
Bitler retusas to General Szombathely, Chief or Starr of tha Roy­
al Hungarian Arr:ry, the return or the remainders or tha eight 
~ungarian divisions, which aro scattered behind tba Ruaeian 
front. He derunda new action against the Jaw a, the &ending of 
Hungarian workara to Garma~, mora supplies and aore raw-aatarials. 
Ha demands tha extradi t ion of tha interned Aaarican and Britiah 
pi lots. All thaae damande are rajactad. Hitler daclara a early 
in February that ha axpeote that the Hungarian arm:y eball tight 
on the Rung~ border against the Ruaaians. In the same time 
Hit l er conspires with Hungarian Xazie. 

2 . ) On March l•th Bitler demands in a stiff nota 
the shipping ot 25.000 Jawa par weak to Germany. Reason : In 
Hungary live in freedom mora than a million Jawa, mora than in 
the whole remainder ot EuroP• l this becomu intolerable with the 
approach ot the Soviets. - The Hungarian Cabi net rejacta thia 
demand unanimously and notifies the Germans on March 16th. 

3.) On March 16th Hit ler invites Horthy urgently 
t or a viait at hie baadqu.rtara in Germany on the matter ot tha 
Bu.ngarian troops in Rueda. - Hortby sands a telegram to the 
Hungarian ministers in neutral countries ordering them t hat , in 
case or German invasion , they ehould immediat ely eaek contact 
with the ir American and British coll eagues and should put them -
aalvea a t ~ disposal. Ba furthermore aenda a document tor me 
aa tha legitimate King ot Hungary, containing fUll powers. Tbia 
document 1a deposited with rq brother Charles Louie in Lisbon. 
Horthy orders the arrq to resist in case ot invas ion. Only then 
does he leave for Hitler's headquarters • . . ) 
ar ming had also 
an intermediary 

A Hungarian Underground is organised ud ita 
been started. It is put under my orders through 
agen t in a neutral count ry. 

5.) At Horthy1 a arri val Hitler demands from him the 
complete mobilieation ot Hungary against Russia, the extradition 
ot all Jews, l!atugaae and prieoners ot war to Germany, the ship -
ping ot 250.000 workall l to Oarma.DJ, the handing over ot the Hungar­
ian food and raw-material reaarvaa ; Horthy rerueea these ra -
quest s. Since that time nobody baa seen him and t he place ot his 
present residence is unknown • 

1 . 



) 

6.) 
mana attack bJ 
chutiata. Tbe 

While these conversation• take place, the O.r­aurpriae Hungary with extaneive uae or para -
Bungarien troops offer scattered reaiatence. 

7.) The !Allay-Government refuses to resign and the Germane, not Borthy, appoint e new Ooverncent i n Bunga.ry , which at once eupprasaea the Hungarian Constitution. 

B.) Onl y the Bungarion Kiniater in Ankar a follows the orders of the Qu1al1og-Ooveroment . The othe r heads or di ­plomatic Mi ssi ons follow Bortby'a orders to keep the Legations for the legal Government , subject to my instructions. Thia ia done in Lisbon, Madrid, Barn, Helsi nki and St ock.holm. There is good outlook tha t the neutral countri es will continue t o recog­nize these dipl omats aa the representativaa of the legal Govern­ment or Hungary. 

9.) The juat mentioned five Ministers report to me on March 29th, they ask for further i nstructions, suggesting that , in conformity with their instructions and the powers de­posited by Bortby, I at once appoint a new Hungarian Government. 



Annex II. 

Plan ot the Hungarian Council tor Resistance. ----------------------------------------------
Although the l egal basis obvioualy exiata. I do not intend , - t or the tiae beina - to create a Hunaarian Govern­aent in exile. On the other hand, it bas become urgent and in­dispensable that acme competent Hungarian Authority be created tor guidance and coordination of all Hungarian efforts for the tight againat Hitler. 

It is therefore planned to organi ze a Hungarian Council tor Resistance, composed now of the five loyal Hungarian Ministers, namely the Ministers in Lisbon, Stockholm, Madrid, Bern and Hels­inki. - Ae soon ae this council is organ1Eed, i t shall elect as its Chairman Mr. John Pel6nyi, former Hungarian Minister in Washing­ton D.C. , and at thi s time professor in Dartmouth College. The members or the Council re tain their present diplomatic poata. Membership or the Council is ltalted to active diplomatic repre -aentativea or Hungary, wbose number might still increase. Besides electing Mr. Pel6nyi ae its President, the Council may designate alao othor Hungarian peraonalities for specific tasks or missions. Jeither .,aelf nor Mr.Bokhardt are included in the Counci l . 
The Council 11 not a Government. It constitutes nevertha­leaa the only existing organ or the legal Hungarian Government deprived at present or its liberty or action . By the formation or thia Council, the continuity of Hungarian constitutional lite is maintained. The Council aball cease to exist wben constitutional order on Hungarian soil is restored. 

The Council offers its services to the Allies. 
The Council's aims are : 

1 . ) To unite, or ganize and direct the Underground Forces in Hungary ae well aa Hungarian f actore abroad tor po­litical res istance and for armed fight against Bitler. 
2 . ) To save petriots, Jews and refu8eea in Hungary from extermination by the J azie. 

The Council haa no other aim. But by ita existence and by ita actions Hungarian Statehood aurvivea end tha participation or Hungary in the fight againet Hitler i s a esured. 

I believe it to be ay duty to proceed to the formation or this Hungarian Council tor Resistance aa soon aa your acceptance or thia plan baa been won . 



Annex III, 

Requa at a 

Leadership ot the contemplated action and the 
Central Office ot the Council tor Resistance, ia planned to 
be located in Washington D.O . , a s I desire to keep all activi­
ties or the Counci l in tull harmony with t he U. S.A. viewe and 
policies. Should I ba fortunate to receive your consent, the 
following aaaietance aeema indiepeneable tor the efficient and 
or derly functioning ot the Council 

A,) In general t 

1.) Authorization for the publication ot the 
organizati on and the aima or the Council , wi th the moral backing 
ot t he U.S.A. Government. 

2.) As the main activity of the Council tor Re­
sistance would be carried on along Underground linea, aome form 
of stable military collaboration, also by appointment or a mili­
tary liaison Officer with the Council. Designation ot an Offi cer 
ot liaison also by other inte rested Gove rnment agencies would 
improve efficient collaboration in avery respect . 

3.) Authorization of rapid and secure means of 
communicati on between the Central Office in Washington D.C. and 
each member of the Council in neutral countrie s . 

4.) Authorization for the use of an adequate 
news-and propaganda eerviee di rected towards Hungary tor the in­
format i on and guidance of t he Hungarian people. 

5.) If necessary: the unrraezing or aom.a Hu.ngarian 
asset s in o r der to cover the coats ot the Washington Central Of­
fice and eventually also of member-legations in neutral countries 
which do not poaaasa adequate financial means. 

l. 

Should you, Mr. President, approve or those measures, 
I beg to ask you to give tne necessary orders to the iatera sted 
Government agencies. 

B.) Specific instructions: seom further needed 

in order to secure urgently har mony amongst the w1daly scat tered 
Hungarian forces of rea1etanoe in Europa : 

l.) An order to General Bissell to grant ma the 
possibility to wire to 011 brother through General Bieaela channel s 
( as in the peat week ) . Al so authori zat i on to my brother Charles 



Louis to send ma wiroa through tha same channel. 

2.) Authori~ation tor Archduke Charles 
Louis to travel by the Military Transport Plane from Lis­
bon or from the Azorea to the United States and back to 
Lisbon. - Also instructi on to g rant to bim the O.S.Vioa 
in Lisbon a s well aa an immediate Exit-Permit from the 
United Sta tes t or his return to Lisbon. The reasons 
t or bia trip are 1 

a) Obarlao Louis bas received va~uable 
secret information wbich be abo~d r eport personal l y to 
you and to ~salt. 

b) Charles Louis i a aarioualy i ll and has 
to go t o a hospit~ , pr obably for an operation, which 
should be performed hero a nd not in Portugal. But ha 
oannot leave Lisbon before he is adequately replaced by 
his brother Rudolf. 

3.) Authorization that my brother Archduke 
Rudolf ba granted the uae or tba Military ?ranaport Plane 
to the Azores or to Liabon, in order to r eplace urgently 
Oharlaa Louis, aapacially in meintaini~ contacts with the 
Underground. 

2 . 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 7 , 1944. 

t!.)i'L J.1dHi e . DUNN 

. ill '.'->U oe :ood e.m>u ,h 

t o let 11" nav• · .>Ul ' v i Pw s on t he 

enclosed fro~ ArchdUAe Ot t o? 

F . D. R. 



--- THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Apr i l 17, 1944· 

..!F.!.I\JRAHDU!.! F\JR 

COLOtlEL lll:;CIO:llh"'YER 

Il' ) uu a pprov.,, wi ll you 

te g~~ enou~h t o send t he enoloaed 

messaKe sent ~o us by Archdume Ott o? 

A .;op; has ~:~eon s .. n t to ~lr. Jjuru1 , 

(l.nclosure) 

GRACC: G. 1.\ILL'f 
Pr1vnte Seor· ta ry 
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THE W HITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 17 1 1944 • 

l£H!JRA!II:UI! F.;R 

!lJil. J J.ll£() C. DUIIll 

At Col onel lleclr.one)'Or' o request 

I t~!!l send1ur. you har e1•1th aop, or a 

m~ssaoe receive~ !ro3 ArchdUKe Otto . 

( Enclos ure) 

Grace G. Tully 
PrllVAT~ SeCRETARY 



c o P X 
llY CJDED CABLL TO LIBBOil 

To M. A. Lisbon. 

Plc !. t e co omun1ca te t o Pr1nco Char lea de Bar, Ru.n Sampa1o e 

Pina 50 n/c , Lisbon, urcently tho following message !rom 

his brotht~r Otto : Final d uo i&lon on catter:; 1& penc11n' 

until rc~l.ll' •• of ?resi de:'lt f ro'! his v .. cat:1.01. wh1cn accord.lng 

t-:~ pross shoulC: be aro\Uld end of next week stop U.1til tha t 

t 1ce 11 docit>ion i s il<lprollablo n top Please c om 1un1cu te t hat 

t :> the .:~.1nl st.,rs stop r'tltonu wi ll ooon ltave for hiu new 

des t i nation •JUt uot ;,efor o fina l decision on t he Hunga r ian 

~attar s top £Lpect you t o come after that to r eport here 

stop Conct.rn_nL Hunea rian Legation 1n Arl)entlna have t alked 

wi t h ArGunt1n1an Ambassador here who pro!:l!sed oe to c1o his 

best to help favor able solution for s tatu s of Semssey and 

will answer me in due t imo otop Had April 13th exhaustive 

confer~nce with Eckhar dt nnd Pelenyi on all matters stop 

::c.tlwrdt. .~ade lt v~ry cle ... r that he would absolutely 

r efuse t ;) bo! publicly connected wi th t he Council tor 

Resis tance stop You can o~:~.y t his to Wodiancr stop Ot herwise 

we wor ked out ull plana for Co\Ulcil f or Che mo;t~ont IH:t y,ould 

r.et t he groan light from t he President, acc ording to the 

&eneral i deas outlined 1n QY lette r to you from April 7 th 

stop Will 1ns,ruct you in detail in due t~e stop Tno 

main t hin& is to &et ministers to wai t until c l ft r ifica tion 

of s ituation here a nd you are aaked to i o prou thia upon 
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thom as the common ppinion of us three stop Thank you ve r y 

much ! or your l c t w r of U«roh 29th which I r eceived on 

J.pr1l l2 t.l. st:>p Have not recei ved your letter.s 51 7 and 

d s t O!J .J ... _ • •· . ~h~;s f or your heol th stop Ple ase cou!'irm 

1~rr.coin t.el:f IT; >.!ru l'uCeipt ot t his tele;;r a"' . 



Washin,~ton D. C., April 14th 1944 . 

Dear Miss Tully , 

Let me first thank you for having 
kindl y submitted my l ast t elegram fo r my brother 
in Lisbon to the President, and t o have seen to 
i t tha t i t was sent by t he War De pArtment . 

I have to ask you the same favor 
again. Would you there f ore have t he g rea t k ind­
ness to get the author izat ion o f the President 
t hat the enc losed wire be sent by General Bissell 
to my brother . 

The main reason of t he t eleg ram 
i s to pr event any independent action unt il such 
time as t he President wi l l have the poss i bility 
to g ive me a reply t o my let t er concerning the 
futur e Hungar i an action. 

Thanking you in advance for your 
kindness and with my best re~ards to you and to 
your mother , I am, dea r Mi ss Tully , 

Yours very s incerely 

-



., 

DEPARTMI!:NT OF' STATE 

WASH INGTON 

APr 11 ?.0 , 1944 
MtNOBANDUX FOR THE PRtSIP£NT 

Apoended t o the letter of April ~ eddr eeeed to 

the Pree1dent by the Arohduke Otto encloeing varioue 

document• on the Hungarian queet1on wae a aeperate memo­
randum concerning the eituation of the f ormer Auetrian 
K1n1eter to Bra~1l. 

The Arohduke'& memorandum euggested to the Pree1dent 
that we requeet that our Ambaesador in Brazi l eay l Ome­
thing to encourage the Brazilian Government to re-reoogn1ze 
the f ormer Auetr1an Minieter there. The Department would 
aee no obJection to Bra&11 1 e aooord1ng eome fur ther privi­
lege• or reoognition to Mr. Re t echek , but 1t would be d1f­
fioul t for our Ambaasador to aake reoommendat1one 1n the 
aatter, since we would not f avor e1m1lar aotion here , 1f 
t he former Auetr1an Miniater in Washington ahould request 
it, nor have we believed that it would be ueeful at th1a 
time to have any Auatrian representative recognized by thie 
Government, 

i:ncloaure: 

Memorandu• 



RB The Austrian Situation. 

The Austrian Minister i n Brazil, Mr.Anton Retschek, as wall aa the Austrian Consuln there have remained att ar the occupa -tion ot Austria in that country, altho~h they lett the legation. 
Attar the entranoe ot Brazil into the war , the Brazi­lian Government accepted the Minister again as agent for the Austrian interests in Brazil. 

The Czecho- 8lov•k lliaiater in Brazil, who in time ot the occupation ot the Czecho-Slovak Republic bad equally resi g ned and yielded hie legation t o t he Germans , waa accepted again aa llinister by the Brazilian Government on the ground that the occupation or Czecho­Slovakia was illegal a nd that t here tore hia resignation was illegd too. 
Attar the Moscow Declaration several Austrians con­tacted the Brazilian Government asking that llr . Retachek be again re -cognized as tulltledged Austrian llinieter, Just like the Czecho-Slovak Minister. - The Brazilian Government replied in a sympathet i c mood, but made it well understood t hat i t would not act unless receiving a secret encouragement from the u.s. Government . 

The m.atter is important for Austria , as the re- ap­po1Dtment ot llr. Retschek would give Austria a non-partisan, non-politi­cal legal representation tor all technical matters, without creating any political polemics and without arousing f actional fights . The ad­vantage would be furthermore that it would be Brazil that could go ahead and could then be followed later by the U. S.Government. Thus the u.s. Government would escape all possible criticism. 
A word of encouragement to the Brazilians would be deci sive, according to a statement by Ambassador Cattery. This recog­nition known in Austria would greatly encourage Austrian resistance without preJudice tor any future solution. At the aeme time it would give the Austrians the feeling that they are not forgotten in the free world . They were bitterly disappointed by the abseBce of any representa­tive in Atlantic City because they fear starvati on atter the liberation. Having a repreaentatioB or purely technical character, this would assure them that they will receive a square deal oBco the enemJ i s destr oyed. 
I would be very grateful if on this metter I could receive a reply as t o the willingness of the United States to give this eBeouragement to the Braziliana. 
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