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AMER I CAN EMBASSY 

BRUSSELS 
I 

Mis s Marguerite Le Hand, 

Th e \'.hi te House , 

Washing ton , D. c., 

U. S. A • 



• I 



Br ussels , July 10, 1933. 

My dear Miss Le Hand, 

Herewith enclosed you will find a per­
sonal letter from me t o the President, forward­
ing a personal l etter written by his Ol'.n hand 
from His Maj es ty King Albert to the President 
of the United States, which please deliver to 
h1m a s soon as possible . 

I have acknowledged to His Majeaty the 

receipt of this let.ter by me and the fact that 
I would immediatel y transmit it t o t he Presi­
dent. Will you pl ease let me know that you 
have r eceived and delivered i t to the President , 
and also if the President wishes to send any 
answer in any form t hr ough me to His Ma jesty? 

Judging by the general unanimity of 

Miss Margueri t e Le Hand, 

The \'.hi te House , 

Washingt on, D. c. 



dislike by t he fore ign pre ss of our present 

policy in the Uni t ed St ates, I should i nfer 

that we are doing just the right thing for our ­

selves . I hope the per s onal l etters I have 

written to the Pr esident in r egar d to the Lon­

don Conference , et c . , have been of servi ce to 

him. 

Enclosure . 

With kind r egar ds to all of you, I am 

Very sincerely your s, 

, 



Bruooole , Belgium 
September 19, 1933 

Thl• latter io poroonal and oontidantial . It venturoe 
to eugr; .. t a po01iblo eolution to one or your rtaZJ;f problou. It you oan 
properly do oo , I ohould sreatly appraoiate reoe1Tin& e ither by c able or 
latter an indioation or your general reaotion to tho idea Offered. 

In pereonal lettero I han written ot tho mortificat i on 
and rer;rot oxpreo .. d to me priTt.tely by variouo Belgian leadore at tbeir 
oountry not haTing •t ite AJnorioan debt po,ymante , )low Belgio.ne wre an 
honeet people iJl heart and to.ot, o.nd tha t they t elt th&t it 10100 wo.y could 
be tound to Uquido.te their ~rioo.n obligationa they would bo h&ppy to 
-.leo &ny aaoritiue politioally o.nd oooially pouible. You laic. 1111/ a~~~wr 
haa &1".11 been that I haTe no authority otrioia lly to dilousa debt. and 
t ha t waa a aattor you reeerTed to youreolf , and indeed congreos wae t ho 
final authority. 

A family dinner, including t he ladies, wao recently given 
by llr. Paul van Zeel and, the "Dirootour do lA Banque llt.t ioMIO do Belgi que, • 
iJl hia oountry ho1118 and lilY Bride, Jo.ok Gade and I 100t t here count de Broquo­
Tille 'llbo 11 tho Prime lliniot e r in tho Govor,.,nt her o . Tho t our of uo mon 
after dinner talked ove r tho situation along the linea j uo t indicated and 
to 1110ke a long otory ohort, concluded thut il' infor..ally and unortioit.l lY 
it oould be ascertained that you would rocollltlend the occoptanoe of t ho 
fallowing pi~ in broad outl i ne and principle , t ho selgiana boliovod it 
could be present ed t o you officially very soon and in a bout any form you 
might indicate , namely, 

1. solt,1WI1 woulc! pureuo thoa o unotrioil\l r.o&otiationa .. ith 
u a in e trict s ocrocy, without intonoirg eny ot her power, includln& France. 

2, BelgiW!l would firet or fll aoknowlodr;e i n principle her 
obli~otion to America . 

3 . Belg i um feolo vory et rongly her ritht to a privile&ed 
podt ion in t ho oonoidorat ion of her pre-t.nti.atico debt, and tbat ehe 
ehould roooiva epoohl troo.toent in our oonoiderat i on ot it to which no other 
power ie e nti t led. 

4 • . Tho ~-armietice debt iteolt oonaiet e ot two portiono, 
oopitll and intor .. t. Oiiliig to tho proaen t crilio, tho Belgians feel that 

• 
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the interest could and ahould be oanoelled. 

In re~ard to the oapital , thia wou ld bo paid and in nine ty- nine 
equal inatalmonto ineteed or the fitty- aix agreed upon i n tho preeont 
Belgian debt eettlor~nt . 

S. In order to meet the Preeident•• wiehee and contribute to 
world ored1t expaAaien, the Be l&iane euuut the followin, arran&emont: 

I. The actuAl value of the ninety-nino aAnui t1e1 ""uld be 
o&loula ted. 

II . '!'he sum (called "n") would at once be paid tho United 
St&tes in the followin& mannor 1 

a. Twenty per oent in gold 

b. Twenty per oont in oilver, calculated at 15! in ite 
relation to &Old 

c. Sixty per cent in Bel,ian Covornt~nt trouury notes 
payable in l.notallunto to bo aueed upon and paid in to a truat f'und hold 
by the a. I . s. theae notes would oorTo as t he baeie of a flotation or one 
or oOToral internat ional loo.no, the proceodl of whioh would bo pa.id to tho 
U. S. A. 

6. Tho prevl.ouo eusgeotiono lend tbomaolvoo to many combinations 
ot fi~roe. They oould and should result in a to tal actual debt reduction 
of about 70 por cent , this fi~re varying aooorc11ng to what ay be auced 
upon 1n the aotual negotiations. 

7. I t .uet be underat ood that no power should reoeive more favor­
able treatlllent 1n regard to the poot araietioe debt than SOlr;i= , but it 
ouch ahould be tho oaae, Bel,ium would reoeivo proportionel oonoiderat ion, 

It wao believed the Preeident could tor var l.oue reo.eona with pro­
priety reoommend to Congreoo ouch a lot tlemont and particularl y becauee of 
t he preaent etalomate. It was furt her believed that Conuese would roali&o 
how little Belgium could or ""uld PlY• She hae juot boon roroed to float 
1D internal loan Of One end a halt billion franco l&r£Oly 10 &I tO balance paat 
budgote , euppl~ work for unemployed and repay foreir;n ehort- term maturitiee . 
I t wae believed that a large oaah payment to tho U. s. A. would aid in 
balanoing ite budget. Froa the se~ian point ot rlew nothl.nr; 110ro quicltly could 
turn otrained relatione into trioudly onoo than eettlin& tho debt onoe aAd 
for all. Increa11o 1n our 1111tual trade would naturally reoul t. We could 
pr obably tie into the oottl-nt a Belr;i&JJ prom.ieo DOt to ral.11 tariff• 
ac'in•t J..merioan produoto nor to d&ma~e our commercial 1ntereote by quota 
regulat1on.e , ~attero 'Which now are or perplexing concern to ue in the EID-
baeey and Conoulate. 

The Bel~;iano bell.eved lutl,y t hat thol.r r;overllllllnt could with equ&l 
propriety raoo ... nd the aettlemont for reaaone juet ae cogent. It ehould, 
bowYer, be reoot;~~iled t hat the PriM lll.nl.eter hao aa yet no t conoul ted any 
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ot the members of his Cabinet . 

Pirtioulo.r emphaa1e waa laid upon the urgent necessity to 
keep absol utely confidential , inforoal and peraonal among you and those 
prowio~l7 mentioned t he suggestions herein made. Should our informal 
talk become known and merely result in failure, it would only make all 
the more difficult, if not impo•oible, any future satiefaotory negotia­
t ions. 

It you are at al l in eympathy with tho plan, please let me 
know how you wish tho next stop taken . Of oourao, )Lr , Van zeeland with 
or without Jaok Gade could at any time oroee and oall at t he White 
House without oaueiBg comment . 

r, /~ 1'1-n.. . 

~IVIVU..,.' lJ . ~~, 
~.0-C:, 



:1o" -r ·Hiitl. :U t , 
d.,dd: _&r .. • 
l:<l'' !.JrK. 

::.H..a- • ..r. ~r tbiJ ut. : 

0 0 p ~ ' 

i\lU "'~.ulltt!d ~ir'lt 1 p\•~ 1 .. wr.u rt •..i c 1 UJ.I, 1 ;rll:»~J t.o 

,Yilt. "'" to Ju'tt lhJ t.t..Lo>r.luuta. 

H <B I"J!k1What 'ilvr~,:; u ... J.it.u ~hut. :yvu: J cau..f UI'.!.J'<l<~b••d 

t.v 1:, iJI.t. 1 11 r.ff,tr\lUt in .. uVfliH&iua. I res<> Jt. u!. l.n. t. ... ut..-:J ,.Uun 

thtit m~,~bt, ~OV·trr' .. •Jht.e W~lJ.Ld 111\.o to ~u !.1.' H io-tJ.o:Lil bJ..c •w t..t.od 

uould bn d.lvit.od ; une nut. t "o vn.•r·~:~u a. 

l .,; ntivuud t o yuu I. . .Lot. .Jt..lb nu.1..un .... rriP h~ ...... ad ·'" to 

t.o 1J. ~ "u .Jf r:! t1 JODVtlrbllt.i\l,, 1.lth t ho. ,Jng of J)u.l(!i'Wll whu <L;reesed 

o dd~irfi to fl m a wa;. u1. L. I bJlloJ\\: .•r· u, .:J e wc~o.l.d. n~t 't.tt averse 

l.hllugh l have nvt. tlJ)t!Oii'luell;, t.owhol VII the lubju ut. 111 tr. Wllf 

i'rdu.;h U\•t.hor.lt)f, ~.~ opiniul: 1£ l'nsed uri 1mprt>IL1vr. . 1 huv •J not ony 

av all'.il:Ld ir:for·~·l•ion u~:; t.o. ~t•.r.ltio.,. ur ::C:!v\.rl1,b llf cuHud ... :ut.<l u 

t orut: \.\.l>ltbrad.IJ<., ,.o 1 ..ru.J..~~ t~ •·ur; .-).! ;lfill , n r ..:UI I _ _ e 

any d: tclJ.<ll plw• t.~> I t.or,; tu.lt 1 ... n tr .. · durA. e~a tc• ,.,he.· 'h• b.;t .. sl 

oo.nput st.lune rJi!!h \. :.b:.!YI 11. th. uuttbtl•ut was ui'J:e.; t .. d un thill 

't:ll~Ji8. Uf .tO"t' t!d , it. ·.l •' .>tt.t.<l .Jvpart l• 11t. t.h .. ru ure ~I'll•~ .1<> a who 

hevo e:-o· .:llll i_ed ou :.l:i .. . >rv 11- l W•d t n •1 r j t.Uc. .... " t. of t.he .18\. h­

llmst"•H•- tJd_, vf' ' Od J!lt ·Jr l'.i . J. l:u ;>f l.hu £rdtll.u ti:, i..,..ort.>-'1C8 , 

'•'hu ed!'Lru.l plW'I lu till l'o L!JI'' b : 

"""lbn<i the p..rivll llf .;o .• ,,le t.ion cf •. u)'M·•;,t. of fvrt~.:;n del:l11 

t o un. hund.r~d y~:~srs . ~·ru.l ea<~h gllV!lrt ... ru:.t us.o. !" t s r lul l: v:.l' 11 or 

no tes , .nut.uring 1~. a J><l8l' st a l vVI ret.u ~;! lnt.Jrallt , IJl•~ 2~ •• 

l seue , t;y re.funditlc! uur u~u bllnntl at 2t1• tu.{ axarupt , tJuz·l:l l:orld s 

or D'-tdS , ea.:h of ou r ""u issues to "OOt.uro thirt.! .;,r el,.t.~· da;e 

uft ~r ; .d forft1tSD 'londs Jue o t.tu . 1'Wl.i8 rt~u-!:vod from !.he ford •0n 

rn a t 'l!ri title \\oull l ~ o1o r o~>u "C tl.ril'l) "bl.!gativtltl . ~uuh f o r eign 

l: u nd. r•a t1.< rity wo1. 1d hm .. a Ut1l wd .,tt..t.tla t or.d mo.t...u·i t ;y r.rt~.<J U<lnll y 

u oin.; l ding. 

~'h<l pl~;r• l'.lluld uet. up ll.JE.<ltli oe• lubt. ot.r ,;>r·Jsent unit e d 

... t ales me tl•ril.iue t.o t.nt b::lount of .., v,.r ttln b1 ... i Jn 1ol.ars ttnd 

Wilt. l d ult.ir111t.e ly roJuoa u ur n u t i vnul del t by thul ll.ClllUI1t. • 

.i.lltJ lvBB til ~ t.r Gvvurll::ll .• l. ,, .. uld. t e tJle ai1ftU•J!IUJ ...nde by 

thd t ax uXt>llJ.)t ~lu1.<ee in th., reft.nnud l.o>nda, but. at th~ ;.rt~suut. 

l llw illtorllst r utea , the r ., v.ou.id lt! lill ~oo nom;y Ill' inet .·u·ea now 

l.uins,ffdrad , a~ un tho! b'OW' 't.h.!.il Jrty 4-;.s l.u r 1ns tanuo . 

n irh<;.JlG t hu !ldmiof. otr uti->ll l:l1(!ht. to! wil.J.iog \.0 .. Ill....., t. hJi>tt buads 

tJli e it - d for .·t. • .:luttt uf <l llttlttt ta.t'lll bt ~-· , if 118.i.i u,T,t.bt\.ut.bly 

\lOti l ut. J.llb»t ,ru • · .. ar prior to deatl. uf da.;tldunt . 

Your a fa1 thfu-ly I 
1 

d J.;s~ ;,: IJl !lOR STHAUS 
b tlll<l 



TELEGRAM 

R A D I 0 

2SDMZWU JM Radio Via SD 

Bruxelles via RCA 

ETAT GHR President Roosevelt, 
Washington. 

• 

Feb. 24, 1934. 

I thank you, Mr. President and Mrs. Roosevel t, for 

your kind expressions or sympathy i n my terrible sorrow, 

and would ask you to convey my grateful thanks to the 

Government a nd people ot the United States . 

Elisabeth. 

( /J. '!"'~'" ) 



Deo.r !!iss LeHand. , 

EMBASSY OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Bruaaela , selgiua 
l.:o.roh 1, 1934 

I ~ writin, you informally thinking th~t perh~p• 
you might co.re to po.se on to the President o.t an appropriate ~ment 
SOJ:te of the following iteJ:181 

I haYe just returned froa Paris where I epent three 
days with the Anbo.aaador there . I aft sure th~t ~ . Stro.ue il getting 
~tter IIOnth by month and that by next '""""r he obould ~ 1110re Hlce 
hb old self ar;o.in . The d.ootora pronounce him cured o.r.d whUe thia 
does not ahayo oonrlnoe the patient , I t"-i.nk there b r.o doubt but 
that he will soon feel t~e ~nefita or his treo.~nt . He 11 gro~tly 
enjoying his 90at o.r.d I think largely because of the aucceaa he Ia 
mLklng there . Everybody o.dairea him and feels thae ho no.a ab\1\ty, 
courage o.nd personality. 

The death of King Albert here was a shock to us all. 
He was beloved, admi r ed and trusted . The country is rQllying around 
his son and I am convinced that f or tho next three to sh months King 
Leopold will ho.ve tl:e country with him. H• is a son worthy nr his 
i l lustr ious po.rento o.nd I do not look f or any soci~l or political up ­
sets here in the noar future . 

There is no crown In Belgt~. eo ~here la no corona­
tion. They cal l it taking the oath and the ceremony that occurred ta 
:mowu &.s the Inauguration. It took pl .. ce last ""ek and was a 1110at 
beautiful and thrillin& ocroaion, fully testi fying to the unani~uo 
support or ~he King by all polt~ical clo.sses . There were only three 
oxce?tions anong t he Deputlea and these were co~sta , but eYon they 
wore o.wed by the enthuei~•• or everyone al ae . 

The telegram fron the Preaidont waa printed in all 
tho papers and ~t with unanimous approval . In his nane and in re­
sponse to t he President •• r oqueat , I sent o. l arge wreath cons!otinr; 
mainly of orchids. 1 attended to this personally and 1 Rm sure the 
President would havo b~en satiafied as to the choioo could ho h&v~ a~en 
it. 

I deeply appreciate tho President•• appointing me 
apeoial ~~&Ss~dor t or the occasion o.nd I know that th1a goeture waa 
also llppreciatod by the ForoiQI Otrioe and '"'"".hers or the Roy .. l r'MUy. 

1 wao aaked to broedcast to America ~n appreciation 
or King Albert, which 1 took 1 reat ple•eure in doing and hAYe aent a 

I 

l 
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~opy or my address to the Stat~ Deoartmont . 

Kr . Str•u• and I dia~uoaod the debt aituetion in our 
roapootive countr ies and we both feel t hat they are bcgln~1nt to 
1\pproCiRte t hat it is up to them to find 8000 ldnd of forll'llh 
ror repayment , eo I think I shft\1 onoourn&• my people hero to uae 
their imAgin~tion alon& theae linea . 

In view of t he gr oiLt au~ooso which lira , !Jorr \a hn e 
made in Brusse\o and tho w•y th~t everyone hao tnken hor to their 
heart~ ll!ld tho r oaul t'lnt benefit whi oh accrues ~o tho Ambaul\dor , 
I am sure thao tho Pr~eident in his choio~ or his reproaent~tivo in 
Bol&iun wos very wiae and faraighted! Tel l him that I intuitively 
oonfiroed !lis ju1gmont o•or forty years ago. 

It was intereetin& to hear everyth~ that Aabaasador 
SUllitt had to toll us about tho ei tuatton in r;aahbgton aa our ruporte 
over hero are very ~agor L~ misleading. 

l'lill you tell tho Proaidont that we are enjoyin& our 
stay here i 3menaely and both fee l ing re~kably wol l . If thoro i s 
aeything in the world we o&n do otrioially or personally , 1 tun alw!\ya 
at hie oo:nnand. 

I hope the wor ld 1a t r oatin& you kindly and that you 
ar e not overworkin& tho wo.y everyone is doing in 'fluh~.nttort. ',1111 
you ple&se give "''I affeot ionb &reetingo to the ?roaident and L!N . 
Rooaovelt . 

Uios ~rguerito LeHand 
Seorotary to the Preoident 
The lo'hite nouae 
\":a.ahington , D. c. 



-
AMBASSADE DE BEU91QUE 

-" THB tl81JTIL\LITY OF BBL 'Hell! BE~ORE Tl!E 'liAR.{; • h 

- J4 
Althouth , in the early d&ya ot the World \\'ar , the Geman 

Cha.ncellor, Bethmann-Hollweg, f ra.nk ly admitted tho innocence of 
Belgitt:!!, the Ger:oan rropo~:andhts soon arten:arda invonh~ an excuse 
!or the violation or a neutral country by claiming that 3elgium had 
violated her om nt•ltral obll.;ationa before the ~or;;:an forces crossed 
her r~ontiors . 

This legend , while it received but little credence outside 
Gerc&ny, was ea~erly accorted and bolio•ed by tho GeMO&n people , but 
more careful study and roseal'cb since the end of the war has l ed a 
n~ber or their own publicists and scholars to revise their opinions 
and to admit that the accusation is without foundat ion. 

One of the moat recet t a.rticloa on t!:c subject aprears in the 
L&rch 1934 nuober or the "Berliner lonatshette• over the aicna.turo of / 
l>r . von '.'logore r , o. distinguished German histori&n who has been generally 
considered a.s anta~onistic ~o Belgium. After & carecul study of the 
recently published Russian diplomo.tic correspondence (1) of the period 
Dr. von \"legerer has written & cOiil,lete vindlc~tion o! ~elri~ which 
should be convincing even to his own fellow-countrymen who r.ay be re­
luctant to believe in the correctness of Belgiwo' s attitude in 1914 . 

The tollo•int is a reau:ui ot l>r . von .. e~;orer's article : 

Documents now publishe~ for the first time , especially the corres­
pondence of Koudachetr , Russian ~iniater at 3russels , clarity the &ttl ­
tude of Belgium. 

{l)"The lnternrtion&l Rel&tlons undor Cz&ri sm" , German edition by 
Otto HOETSCH, first Serle : Year 1914-the opening of hostilitieo1 5th part , July 2~tb to Aueust 4tl: , 1~24 . Reimar ile lbint - Berlin lll34 . 
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On July 2'fth (1914) Koudachotr announced to Sazonov (Russi an 

Hnht er for Fortir n Affairs) that the Government of tl,e King o! 

the 3el~iana had deci'ed to deford energetically the neutrality or 

Bel4iu:. On the folloninu de¥, he wrote that the el~ian Cabinet , 

meeting under tl,e presidency or the l:illj; , hnd discussed tho tactics 

to be employed in the event of the violation of the f ront iers o.r 

the Kingdom by either of the bellicerents. Accordinc to Y.oudacheft , 

the Belgians wished to find t~e~selves , at the end or •te campaign, 

on the side of the victor . Althourh a Co~an victory was expected , 

tho Belgian troops wore to give battle to the Cormnna if they should 

cross the frontiers of the Kinr:dor~ . The French L:Lnistor at Brussels 

"<msieur Klobukowaki , hnd infomed him (Koudacheff) that he had al­

ready received special instructions in case war should break out , 

o.dding t hat he was plo.cin;; secret a~ents along the 3ol0 i n-:ierman 

fr•ontier 11ho woul d telephone him of the fi rst appoar•o.nce of the 

Ger'!Mll vanj;Uat• • and of their entry into Belgiwn. 

On .iuly 30th, J.:aier , Russian :lilitary :.ttache at 3russels , 

infonei tt.e ~uirn Staff that tho three youneut classes of Belgian 

reservists had been called , that trains were held in reo.rliness for 

the transportation of troops bel ind the Liege- :'amur line , o.nd that 

the Commandant at Lie6e had received authorization to cobilize the 

garrhon ir case of need. l'aier added that a part or the cavalry 

were to be sent to the French rrontier . 

Proo r lhat Be~ium had not in 1~14 , by secret arrangenents , 

eidod prematurely llith ~ranee r £n land, is furnished by a number 

Of COIIDWlic tions •mder date Of August 3rd. and 4th. r'or OX""-t' e 1 

on AUbust 3rd., Iavolsky told Sa~onov that 3o1tium had informed 

/ ... 
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-ranee that a1-e wyal.o! .. t rtmcest •\d ' rOR thtt 1ar· ft'\teei.r: Po ra 

A!'"d na.t ahe wo·1ld not .,,, f"rMce ~or ~~~~:1Utary au rort . 

On tho oome day Koulaoherr lnforned the Ru•ot•n ''tniste •• 

!or orot~ Arratra 'h•t the ~ueollon or an appoal to t~e protec­

ting ·ower a had betr dhcaaaed an' that the Fre .cl: l~i.Jthter had 

otrict&lly Alkod the Bol6 ion r.overnmont whetht~·, in the event ot 

the violation or her neutrality , Dolgllll'l would oolloit the au!o­

tance of tho &U•ranteeln;,. Po.,ers ; tho .olgl&n l!lnhtor tor Forol.;n 

Aftdro had tlv<nkod hl11, tolling h!a at the sao tillo that Bel.j;lua 

wo.s counting upon her O?.TI moans ot nlt .. aetense but that , novoJ•the­

leas , •1.• \.ould ruer"t't the rig!.t to ta1ce such ftJture action aa 

circu:utar.cet .,l.;;ht i!1ct te . Ko l!aeht!'f ~rked tl'.at th"' •rtnhter 

of Franco uemed vary poooloiotlc an•\ reared thot tlo Bel&ian do­

tense mir,ht bo only a oham. 

On ~u,:uat 4th , J:ahr Woraod tho lluuian Starr that tho 

French oarnootly hoped ~or a uni!ic tlon ot the Operations or 

their own &1'1111 with thooo or the Belrl•n amy OJ;&inst GeMIIOJiy. 

In a conference •ith l:r. de Br-oquevllle , Beltlan "inhter ot 1,",'ar , 

t~ e Frenc' pl h&~ btt accepted Cl•ntH tl~,;.nally , tb.d h to ear, 

in case tt.e Cet"'111'lns violAted 3elgian neut ra l ity . Thi'J Fre.nch wtre 

to keep thh ... t tor socrot . Public aontlment seo11td lo be favor­

able to tho lrench , "ut tley evidently reo.red that , •t the crucial 

1t001ent , tho Bel~ians 'lli1.ht oba.ndon thh plan or co,.•on action an~ 

permit the Germane to p01o tbrou~;h their t erritOr)' without oppo­

oition. In conclusion , tl•• l.:ilitary Attache insisted upon tho 

con!identlal cbaraeter " ._, intc,...tlC'n be ht.d £hen . 

In anothor co,.,.lUiication on tLo oo:e day , tl·e Rusoian l:tll­

to ry Attoohe w•• able to ;lvo tLe followinG inrnrmnlion concornln6 

/ ... 
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the result of the above-mentioned conference: "Bolgiwo has today 

declined to take pa••t ln comon opontiono with France and hao 

declared that ebe will consider ao an enemy and will comb~t anyone 

who crosses her trontiora" . 

B~aing his opinion upon tho foregoin;; dlplonatlc docu­

jlents f l"'O:n u.nbitued sources , jr, von Wagerer• arrivn e.t tho conclu­

clon that : "Hencefo1•tb , one c&nnot do otherwise than e.cknowledr:e 

the correctneoo o• tho attitude or 8elciwn in 1914 in regard to the 

osintenance ot het> neutrality , " 



r 

Dear llr. President : 

THE SECRETARY OF' STATE 

WASHI NGTON 

!lay 18 , 1934. 

I enclose for your information a 

memorandum on the subject of Bel gian 

neutral ity in the days i mrJediately before 

the opening of the Worl d 17ar, which I 

promised the Belgi an Ambassador I would 

pl ace before you. 

Faithfully yours, 

Enclosure : 
Memor andum . 

The President, 

The \'lhi te House. 



. ,. 
................. ~--~~ .... 

nc NleftCTA.jlt'l' OJ' In' Aft 

·-l'tlol.la.C.. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

June 18, 1934 

Uy dear Colonel Ucintyre: 

I have your note of June fourteenth and in reply 

would say that it i s not customary for the President 

to reply to Letters of Credence of newly appointed 

foreign ambassadors and ministers . 

The office copy of the Letters of His Uajesty 

Leopold III re-accrediting Ur. Paul Way as Ambassador 

Extraordi nary and Plenipotentiary of Bel gium near the 

Government of the United States have been f iled in t he 

Department of State and t he ori~inal ia sent to you 

herewith as you request. 

Enclosure: 
Letters of 
Credence. 

The Honorable 

Warvin H. Wcintyre, 

Sincerely yours, 

J ames Clement Dunn 
1al Assistant to the Secretary 

of State. 

Assistant Secretary to the President, 

The 'tlbi te House. 



MONSIEUR L.": PRESID"NT 

DES ETATS- UNIS D •All}~RIC:UE 



L E 0 P 0 L D III, ROI DS~ BELOBS, 

A KONSi r.uR FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT, 

PRESIDENT DES ETATS- UNIS D•AMERIQUE. 

Tra a Qutr e t Grand Ami, Ayant 6t6 •ppe16 au Trbrnt du 

Noyau:~e de Bel gique pa r tulte du dl!OOa do Mon M en-al;r.6 

Pare, le Ro1 Albort Ier, .ra n ' a 1 r len de pl us 4 coeur 

que de Voua t4mo1gnor l o d6a1r dont Je su i s an1m6 do 

ma1nton1r ot de eonsolider, do plus en plus, les re la t ione 

d 1 am1t16 qui aub11.ttont a1 heurouoemont entre l a Belgique 

et l ea Etttta- Un! s d 1 A:6r iquo . A cet te tin, Jo M1ompresse 

do c onfirmor pa r los pr6sent oa lottt•e s cSe cr 6aneo )1 , Mar 

dan a b m1 se1on qu 1 1l rernplit aupr Aa do Vous en qua l 1t6 

do Mon Ambsl\aadeur oxtraor d l i'Vllr e ot pl6n1potontla l r o, ne 

dovtent pas qu ' 11 continuers A eo eonc111o r Votre b1en­

vo1llanco. J e Vous prio d'accuo1ll1r M. X9y avec bont6 

ot d •ajoutor uno to! enttaro ~ tout ce qu'll Vous dira 

do !la part eu rtout qunnd 11 Vous pMeentera l •ex:press1on 

des sentiments de haute eetJ.a:ut e t de parfait attoehec:l.ent 

avec losquela J e auis, 

Tr~a Chtn• et Gr and Ami, 

Votre alncare Ami, 

I 

/ (. ,{t ,. , .... 

/ 

Bruxe~llo a, lo 24 avril I934 . 

-11; f ( l ' ') 
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PI!RSOR.lL 

I 
I 

Bruoaela, Se ptember 20, 19~4 

-.r dear llr . Preoldent• 

11q I .U 11\Y final but inforw.l report a1 y(11JJ' 

1peoial repre1entatiTe for the r eturn ot the reB&inl ot 

tt. late Belpan .l.llbaal&dor to hie natiTe oountry, by 1 
1ayinc that an September 18th I had an audience with the 1 
lin& t o whOil I repeated your Mll&&ea of l'fl'p&thy tor the 

personal lou ot llr. II&)', your '"prudon1 ot &ood will 

tor Belciua, and your inTitation to him and Queen ~1trid 

tt.t they rteit you durtnc y(11JJ' tera ot ortioe. 

leedleea to eay, Ria Kajea~ waa creatly touohed 

by the .. ,nitioent 11:11ture o/ ~rioa, your oordiali~ and 

yoar te.ptinc inrtt&Uon. Be requested that I -.ke t hl1 

olear to )'OU and 1end you bi1 appreoiat1Te thank&, and 

l aid he would lolep i .n aind )'(11JJ' dell&httul pro/far ed hOI• 

pita lity, tt. t.pl1oat1ca be1D& quite ertdent that M hoped 

it aicht b1 po11ibl1 to aoo1pt it in the not too di1tant 

future. ln tacot, we talked about aYoidlnc the heat ot a 
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Waehington eu.mer and that porhapa I might aot OD tho 
jourDey aa a CicorODel 

It you are really aorioua 1n doairin& to tollow 
up thia 1nY1tot10D, perhapa you •Y care to oe~~d • tur-
thor 1natruct1ono, I am h11ppy t o ueuro you that you 
coul d haYo no .oro charming and attraot1•• 'uoota1 thoro 
to no doubt but that they would 1111.1» a voat "htt• wtth 
our people. 

Tho Honorable frankl in D. RooaOYolt 
Tho 'White Houle 
WaahialtOD, D. 0 , 





I \ 

Pereona.l . J 

cruuela, :Ovet~ber 29 , 1934 . 

Ly dear Franklin : 

I.Aat week , upon the Celebration of tho Contoruu-y of 

the f oundin& of the niver sity of Fruasola "le t r ade de 

Doe tour Honori s Cauua do 1 ' llniver aiU a 6tG conNr6" upon 

Tho Rin& of Th e P•l&iana and The •lcer i ean A.'11baasador. 

Other honorary der;r e .... -..r e alao a1\1U"ded, thouV. none by 

the Universi ty i tsel f but only by the aevoral Faculties . 

Thia t reatoat honor whi ch the llniver aity cap beatow 

I lay with humble &ratitude at your feet beoauae I r eali&e 

~>ll wel l that my sh~ro in it ia onl y tho cood fortune or 

bein& your A:llbaaaador at this doHV.tful Court and that 

ther e ie little pe r sonal merit I can claim otherwise . ~at 

you shall know this ia not nati vo humi lity I quote f rom my 

parchment i t aolf t 

•en t&moitna&e de aa r;ratitude pour la col labora­
tion pr6oiouae que sa Patr i e et lui -m&me appor tent 
&W< progrh du haut onali&nement ot de la r ooheroho 
aoientif iquo . " 

So gay I a:;ain expreu to you how happy I .., to serve here 

and to hope t hat I am r epresont 1n5 our Coun t ry i n a manner of 

The Honorable 
Frankl in o. Roo sevelt , 

'!'he Tlh ito l!ouao , 
olaahingt on, D. C. 
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of which you epprove . I om vAin enouth to feel that I am 

at leaat not displeasing to the Helgians becauoe after the 

Kinr; had aocopted his degr ee , Hie l ajesty o""'e forv;ard and 

in the preaenoe of overyone in the crowded auditorium ~1d 

to me : 11\le owo thi• beautifu l l!niveroity lar r;oly to the 

seneroaity of your country and I thtml< you also for what you 

hne done in per son for us . It 1s all greatly appreciated ." 

Today in tho Enelioh Church I read your inspir ing 

Thanksgiving Proclano.tion o.nd nll of us gave espocinl thanks 

that you ~1f.t.VO those srune qunlities of courage e.nd corwiction 

>:hioh render the Pil&r im tre.dition in Amerios somethinr; we 

a ll can well be &r ateful for . 

lli th every roOd wish , 1 a.m as over, 

admir ingl y and affect i onately you:· old friend, 



/ 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

THE SECRETARY 

Febr uary 23 , 1935 

My dear Mr . Forster: 

Thi s would serve as an i mmediate 

acknowledgment of King Leopold ' s 

l e tter . When further information is 

received in the matter, the President 

ma y wish t o address a further com-

munication to His Majesty . 

We will be glad to have t he 

President' s r eply transmi tted t hrough 

the diplomatic pouch and the Embassy 

in Brussels . 



··/ 
• 

DRAFT 

My dear King Leopold : 

I have received with great plensure your letter of 

February t~e lf th, in whi ch you express your i r.tereet in 

t he trans fe r of t he remains or Father Dami en from Kalawao 

t o Be lgi um. 

I shall be very happy t o take s teps i umediately with 

a view t o carrying out your wi s h a nd t o see t hat every 

faoili t y may be ext e nded i n the t ransfer of Fat her Damian • s 

r emains from t he ir pr esent rest i n g place to hi s native 

coun try . 

1be self-sacrifi ce of t hi s nobl e Chr i stian is well-

known to e l l Amer i cans a nd I a m much grat ified in being 

a ble to lend my o"m small tribut e to hi s me mor y . 

Be l i eve me , my dea r Ki ng Leopold, 

Your affectionate and devote d friend, 
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?ersonal 

My dear Franklin; 

ON BOARD 

CUNARD WHI TE S TAR 

"BERENGARIA" 

June 21, 1935. 

On this day I received a radiogram notifying 
me of my election to the Harvard Chapter of the Phi Beta 
Kappa Society . Seventeen days before I was made a Doctor 
of Laws of Syracuse University and seven months previously 
I received my Doctorate Honoris Causa from the free University 
of Brussels . 

When you sent me to Belgium as your 
Ambassador you did not suspect me of possessing all these 
potentialities of learned scholarship . Well , you were right . 
And I do not imagine that these delightful honors are anything 
more or less than testimony of regard for me in my representa­

I 
tive capacity;- so gratefully/lay them all at your feet and 
thank you again f or my enjoying them, 

It was very nice seeing you again and look:!o g 
so well , Here is wishing you the best of luck , And always 
remember if I can be of service in any way, let me know . 

Yours as 

~. • 

,. 
IJ~.- .J. { I n. i ·~ 

/ cQ If • <. ..-n.. 

To the Bon. 
Franklin D. Roosevelt 
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Brussels, July 10, 1935 

Dear Miss Le Hand: 

I am enclosing you a copy of a letter 1 have 

written to His Majesty King Leopold III , the gist ot 

which perhaps you had bettor oo~ioate to tho Prosi -

dent so that he may know how I am carrying out his per-

~onal and private instructions. 

When Their Majesties oo.me to visit the AYL\'IIN 

I again brought up the subject to Que en Astrid and she 

seemed most res pons ive. I fancy the only di fficulty 

will be getting away from Belgium for so lon& a t ime , 

I shall k&ep you posted as to what decisions 

if any are tiBde in the near fllture. 

Miss Mlrguorito Lo Hand 
Tho 1'1hi to House 
\Vashington, D. C, 



To 

I 

COPY f Oil Tllt: P~ESI DE!lT 

trua .. h, July 10, 1156 

I hope fou• llajeaey wtll ILllow • to expreu 

-r vatetu l appreolatl011 tor oer llittl.n& • to apeak lD• 

form•lly durin, tho Solr 6o at tho Br ltloh PaY1ll lon, or 

the dealro or tho Preaid~nt to mow U' Tour ll&j .. t1oa 

oould tlnd it po .. lblo to nay a Yioit ot ot&te t o tho 

On l ted Statu and be hie p> .. to at the I'll Ito Hou.o ill 

'lluhillctCIDo 

The saaaon when oli .. tlo oooditiona are usually 

110ot tuoroblo ill tho gutern Statea 1o the latter halt 

of Ootobor and the -th or lonllber . The ocean oro•• -

inc m&y be aoo~ol1ahed now in about t1•• d~a , •o that 

a total or three ... to would allow o t l .. at ten daya to 

be apent h1 the United Statoo, 

'111on 1 waa lD 'taalll!lltoon, tho Prolident apolco 

80St onthuliastloolly or hla dealro to rooeho four II&· 

jutt .. ,.,d au"ootod at t ho n• tiM that a t riJ) throu'h 

tho ~atorn Seaboard ~ht P' "" or lDtor .. t . 

li la l'.ajea ey 

u"' IAopold 111. 
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I shell be clad to dioouoo t he d&tello at ~ 

tae ud witll wh ..... r 'COW" lajeaty -1 deaipate , IU>Il 

Yenture to expreoa t ho hope tha t the trip be not regarded 

•• an i•poaalbility wi thout ooos\deration or ao•oral alter­

natlYOo, Ao the aooa.plia~nt or thlo Yiolt ot state 

would bo suoh a h•ppy oooaolon tor our nation and ao Tour 

llajeatios ha YO been oo gr aoi.,..o u to 1"1 that the idea 

oo,..nde:l ltselr to You , 1 t r uot that one or tho altorna­

t iYOo say pr~ tooolble , 

I a•, with creat ro o~ot, 

TOW" llajooty' o hullble oer...,t , 

!lA 'IF. H. 'IORR IS 
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M!GaUI ~1o\l. d»o!WUMtl.nc:.. TO 

T'HC •cc:tUrTMY Of' ITA TIE 
. ,_,..,., .. c. 

• In reply refer to 
PO 811 . 001 Roosevelt, F.D. /2669 

lly dear Yr. For ster : 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

Augu:s t 21, 1935 

Pursuant to previous cor respondence and our con­

versation over the telephone concerning the loss or 

miscarriage of a letter !rom the President to the King 

of t he Belgians relat i ve to the removal of the remains 

of Father Damien !rom t he I sland of llolokai to Belgium , 

I am now sending to you !or your information and the 

!ilea of your office copy of e telegram which baa been 

sent to the American Ambassador at Brussels and copy 

of a l e tter on the subject which has been sent to the 

Secretary of t he I nterior. 

Enclosures: 
To American Ambassad 

Brussels; 
To Secretary of 

Interior. 

Yr . Rudolph For ster, 

Sincerely yours, 

Executive Clerk t o tbe President, 

The White Rouse . 



• 

• 

BUREAU } PC 
DIVISION •••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••• 

ENCLOSURE 
TO 

Letter drafted ·························-------------

ADDRESSED TO 

.Mr .... Rudolph Forst e.r ............ . 

I I o:lll 
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Amn!ASSY, 

OOPY OF TtLEGRAio! 

DEPAR'NENT OF STA ':Z 

WASHI NGTON 

August 17, 1935 , 3 p.m. 

BRUSSELS (BELGIUU) 

Your 69, J uly 30, for the President. 

Inform Ria Uajeaty that the President received 

hte letter of February t~el!th with much pleasure and 

at once reol1ed that he would be happy to see t hat the 

American Government lend every aeeistance within ita 

province looking to the transfer of th~ rb~ina from 

Yolokai to Belgium. The President's letter was 

despatched in the open ma il through which channel His 

Ua jeaty ' s let ter was received. The White House is now 

making an investi gation ~i th re~rd to the mailing t he 

President's letter . Steps have been taken ~ith t he 

proper officials of t h e Government to see what can be 

done in carrying out Ki ng Leopold ' s wishes and in the 

meantime you might obta in from the Belgian euthoritiee any 

sug;:eetiona which migh t be helpful t o this Government. 

HULL. 
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COPY 

Uy dear Mr. Secretary: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

Au~at 19 , 1935. 

I am sendi ng to you herenith copy of a letter from 

the King of the Belgians to the President asking on 

behalf of t he Fathers of t he Sacred Heart of Belgi um 

his personal assistance i n effecti ng t he removal of t he 

r emai ns of Father Dsmi en to Belgium. 

As you know, this saintly priest gave his l ife t o 

tne care of those i solat ed in the leper col ony a t 

Uoloka i ~here he himself died from the disease in 1889 

ancl was buried near the church of Ka l a"'ao . 

I t i s the President ' s wish that t he pr oper offi­

c ials of your Department immediately get in t ouch with 

the autbori t ies of Hawaii an<! ascertain what steps ca"n 

a t once be taken looking to t he transfer of the remains 

of Fa t her Dami an t o Belgium. 

The Honorable 

Harold L. I c kes , 

Secretary of the Interi or, 

Washi ngton , D. C. 

Of 
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Of course , all exoenses i ncur red in connection 

wi th thi s matter "'ill be borne in Bel11"ium. 

I n vi ew of the delay caused by miscarriage of t he 

President ' s reply to King Leopold ' s l etter , he is ex-

tremely anxious t o rece ive at the earli est moment any 

sue;o:esti on as to t h e course to be pursued i n carrying 

out His Majes t y's wishes in hevine; Fathe r Damien ' s 

body disin t erred and shipped to his native land . 

Thanki ng you on behalf of the Pr esident fo r ell 

tha t you may do in this matter, I am 

VPr y sincerPl y yours , 

CORDELL HULL . 

Encl osur e : 
From King Leopold. 















-
AM6ASSADE DE BELGIQUE .. aahln;ton , 1e 13 septenbre 1~35 . 

l.!onsieut• le !'resident , 

Q.u •il 'l!e soit pn:nls , ~n q IR1ite 

de representa.nt interi.,aif.·• de mon vOUVI•!'nl'llODt , 

d'e>:t:rir.ter ; .. Vllt'rP Exce11er•c" a pr"r nd- ·roti~ude 

pout· 1es temoi~nag~e de SJ"'~r' thie qu ' Ell e tl fe.it 

pa.rvl"!nir l '.'ll:!.t-ass~de tiu Roi , ~qr·<~ 1ta• l.P••r s 

tT"'' iqutJs q•t'-" 1-., .. el il1·o vient de b•P,.•eJ"aer . 

::n ··ais nt rlC!Joser un.- en r~r.ne 

de fl'3Ul'S 11l.Lv ~·i~Us dtt Ca.te£"1 l te , lot•s du .... erviee 

f u•~bre celebre d •>ahin~ton , h mhoir• de notre 

9ien-e.inee SouveMine , . ott•e ~xce11enca a acco .[li 

un geqte qui fit d ' •m ·loux J·4-onfort mo" .'.u.-:uste 

Snuvera.in htns Son j~t1nSill o1ou1eur . 

Le11: ~1 E>s :tc 01 ,:iennent e.\•eo 

6l'!lotion rles sr·nti!'"!.Ants f4J'I~!'"'"11X ·1ont l 1Am./•Jliqn6 e. 

rg_ it pJ•nuve 

A Son ~cellence 

~:,nsie•Jt' Roosev~ lt 

Prhi•1•nt dH ~t" s -lnis d 'Anerique 

.tAS~ I""GTI)Ji. 



AMBASSAOE DE BELGIQUE 

mi:mo1••bles lc le"l' lis I oire; . ourtnl !•~aia 

n'~nt - l.ls se•1ti :•1S•JU ' tl ce jo•H• batll'o lcnr coenr 

l'un'ssnn d~ eclui d•1 peuplo des 'it••e- 'nis , 

e.voc rrHtant d'ir.tl-) ~it~ ,te 1o:t:-ts l'~prPl\' .. '"ruoJle 

du moment . 

otl•e ;:vcell-' ~" p ··S"'!1nifie le. 

raison -i ' ~tz·e de c-e.t~ fl~n'*"i. cnts . C1 est vtH'S Elle 

que mont~ l e trihut 3c la re~~>nnai~•anee de mon 

Pay• avec l 'Ln"': ••a pcr.>nnnel d~ r ou l'l'ofond 

Veuille, !1fr6cP, ··onsie r 

1,. Prtisi1PI t , lds flS~l !'.,, ces de a plus ;1 

cons i~eratiol! . 



AMBASSADE DE BELGIQUE 

• \ 

A Son Excellence 

~onsieur ~oosevelt 

l!'res ide"lt des Ett.ct.s - Unis d ' A.m~rigue 

t" \St'I! ·"'~'0., •U I J- • J D. c. 

• 



P.ruar.ell , t:ovomher H: , l'J3&. 

J:y drer !0 .rankl1n , 

I f'ael I nuat. 1~ you know 1t•t " vory hap] y l,.,at. l.eek .. 

J..rs . Tl OJM.a J . •C t con st-.yed \rl th us . 1 t. Wl\8 a Joy as Vtttll 

home . :,o wor..der all Stre1 t. ta bettine t.en -~ one on ~-o"J and 

no ba.koro . I 11.1: v•n·y l.appy h., ia itl1 \Ia h11art. ILt)•l aotol booauao 

Busir.cua J.aohine& Corporat \OJ1 zt.ust. not only bo a man ot 

lmportftnce per oo but olso a peraon or lr!ed intellit;eoce and 

wic!e o ..• erle:~co . ·•"' 1a be'\rb:.~ yo:.1 l...f.J\~ ~ess tea f'!"tJj us , and 

may t e•"n~·•aize tho or.o thaL i'OU can al"'Y' count on 110 to 

cooperate in ev,.,ry q,y rit.;h you . :be only rt"grot I have in 

b~in~ your Ambassador here 11 th~t I •~ deprived of personal 

contact wit.h you . I>on • t hlll'itate to ofl.l1 on me if' I cau l\6 or 

aervico . 

Adlnll'lncly and arrsotionalol.)', 

:'h• 1:1onoratle n:nklin D • . {ooaevelt, 
Tho .t1t.t• 'ious .. , 

l.noh1ngton , D. C. 



P~rsonal t Conl'iaenLl!ll 

Bruasels , Bel&ium 
Deceober 26, 1935 . 

My aear Franklin; 

rhis iS jUSt a line to thani j~U for )Our 

greetings ana to wish you the best of luck in the coming year . 

The way you hanale the many problems which 

come up all tho time ana ;our poise ana courube &re examples 
we all admi r e und envy . Do not huve any aoubts about the 
future : it is safe in the laps of the Gods . 

1\benever ail/ of our Wall Street frienas 
get ousy ana write me all about how they f eel, I t ell them 
that 1or aro~ument's sake I aamH ev .. rythinb . Now, please 
give a program and the man to carr y it out; and I receive 

no reply . Vfuicb r eminds me : I have almost committea both 
you ana me to subscri bing towards a fund to no~:~inate JOUr 
admiring friend Hoover . For how much shall I put you down? 

I s t here anything I can do for you person-
ally? Always feel free to call on me 1o any capacity. I 

miss ; ou all very much; ~;h at i s mt oril)· r e0ret in bt!lng here 
so f ur away but I am happy that the Embassy has had a fine 

recora and I hope you are pleased also . 

Affect i onately and aamir i nti lY 

~. 
Dave Hennen !!orris 
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PJU.AIS de BRUXJ::LW.S 

22 Janunry 19)6 

lly de!II Presi dcn t and Friend , 

I IUD mont grnteM to you for baving so ld.ndl,y 

conoidered ~ request aakin~ you to take a personal in­

terest in tbe tr&llafer of the ro:oaina o~ Father Do.aien 

to Belgiu:t. 

It is owino, to your powerful int ervention Alone 

that the ardent desire of BelCilllll hAs been fulfillC<! . 

I wiob to oxpreDB to you , on behali· of Ill;' country 

and ~ o~n, ~ ~oat orroc tioonto thanks for this new token 

of friendship. 

Believe 100 your affec tiorw te 

Wli'OLD 

To the Hon . Franklin RooaeveU. 
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Br.:uola , A1-ril 1, 1.<36 

PSR30l!AL 

~ door Fnonkl!n t 

Thro arr!vaJ lTJ peuah lut week on envelope 

from 'The .'lbi to lnuso , registered" t.l'ld addroaaed to mo 

in o hondwr !tiD6 which looked much like 70~ro . 1 

looked it over oa rof'Ully , .,.,onderint. 'tthat meon&.go it 

The'o are .ar- 1care d~a: The President 

is wri tlnt di r ootly to mo . Is ho eondi~ ~• on special 

'Oiosi on? Does ho ..; sh ae in ;"ehifl6ton for c~nsul ta-

tion , ~e,pororily or pont.<uentlyT Arter enjoyfn& ~:~any 

o:notiona , I opened tr.o lllluive o.nd road a ohar:ni t.; lette r 

rrooa you r adt:llrln& friend , T. Jefferoon ::ewbold . lio 

told me nll about his stay w!th you , hol'f fUll ot' good 

apirita you are , and ho~ ~•11 yo~ loo~ . 

Unlooo tho unforeseen hoppene , 1 oholl spend 

July and AU,."tlst in bar !'arbor , for .rhicl: 1 truot I have 

y~ur b luo!n, , If you "!oh ospeo!ally to ooe "'" during 

'!'he Hono rab le 
rranklln D. Rooaovo1t . 

Tho '/hi to Houoe , 
•oohington . 
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tho last •ool- of Juno upon toll arrival In !.ow York, you 

rlll ha•o to "'ord~ r" mo to t1'1o '\1tite Houao: othonrtae 

I ahf.ll oot venture to ulc fer au offioiAl reoot•tlon, 

because I i •.;ice :ro'J. UJ be buay Kith aattera only in­

directly oonnocted with businoaa or Stato . 

Z.Uly l!um~nd wrote us or her deH.;httul Yiait 

with you and tlcnnor. How 11 it that thoao blnok Ropub-

lic~na allow their wiYes in auoh ~&Qbero~s plaooaT 

AnJ , apeakln& or trio tri be , I hear~~ •on- in­

law , Uilla , Proaident or tho DiiOOunt Corporation (that 

brilliant •=bination ot all tt.o Presidents of tho Bill 

Banks io lloll Stroot) , actually acceptou th& invitation 

of your Troa1ury to diacuss the terms ot tho laat issue 

with tho Soorotary. Of course that is why it wAs such 

& IUC003S . but plooao do not oteal hia away traa ycur 

Uor,an friends , unless you will o~reo to pey him o salary 

or alx flo~u rea . 

It 1a choor1n6 to J•vo aueh 0ood roporta from 

To:~ l'to.tson t ha too ••Y• you o.re loolcl.n._, wel l anJ tt'.e.t 

buoioo•• 1• plokino up averywhoro . 

Il' you. have an,y special plana tor me tHa summer 

or next winter , pleaae let _. Jmow the:a DO'W, ao t can ,ot 
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acclimated meanwhile and give you intolligent co­

operation . 

Thi~s are pret ty t ickli sh over he re but I 

believe thoro 'Ntll bo no war this year . I nad an in­

te re stinG luncheon yesterday with the b rilliant , loyal 

and sound Prime lliniater . I ""' rorwardi"i; to the 

State Depe.rt:nent a r6su:m6 of what he said . 

It is too bad 'lDif l.iilitary Attaoh6 nos been 

t rl\ns f e rred e ye~t.. r ago to Geneva f o r the benefit or 

the Disarmament Council boee.use now i.e the time of all 

othe ra when he should be on tho fi rin~ line hero , I 

did nll I could to get him back, but failed . Rod tape 

came out on top aa usual . 

Uy boot to you al l , 

I 

• 
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Le 30 IIUli 1936. 

fid~le A une tradition qui lui eat 

oh~re, la Belgique fleurit aujourd'hui 

lea tombea dee aoldats dee Etata-unis 

tomb~a sur aon sol pendant la grande 

guerre . 

Je m•aaaooie de tout coeur A oe 

deToir aaor~ . Je renouvelle A oette 

oooaaion a la Nation am~r1oaine le 

t~moignage de la protonde reoonnaiaaanoe 

et de l 1 am1t1~ du Peuple belge . 
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P~RSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL 

0 WOIC . .... - MA.lfAOC ... CHT 

o1 (:" T"MO~foiC ANO J..J AT oi!M.O N 

Dear Franklin; 

It was lovely seeing you again: I am very happy 

to find you so well and confident. There is no doubt in 

my mind about your re-election. I enjoyed having your 

son John with me on t he train toN. Y. 

I we.nt to Mt . Kisco to see Jesse. He s poke 

beautifully about you and is dreaming of taking up work 

again in your second term. Mrs. Straus showed me your 

c omprehending letter to her . She is very,very grateful 

for it and will always treasure i t. 

Please bear in mind that I am more than glad to 

carry out Tom Watson ' s suggestion for me to do anything 

you think will be helpful . Feel free to call on me in any 

way , either for temporary jobs or a permanent one. May 

I r epeat that I really want you to take advantage of the 

knowledge that I wish t o return for keeps to USA next 

winter or at least by next spring , so that you may 

plan accordingly . 
I l eave with Bill Bullitt and 

Grenville Emmett on the Washington, Sept . 23rd next. 

Affectionately yours ~ · I tv; L-( I '1,..(_ 

(Dave H. Morris) 



' 

Brussels 

·~ov . f , !~U . 

n; dear ~ ra!f< lln: .. 

na.ve ca!;)lo,;;lJ and. trrlt.ten 10~ Jt.i C<.tluratcJlo­

tions , so I ano.ll now O.l 1 conl"lrm thero liTIO odd t.hnt "·'-1en I 

jo(i061Y m11nt;lonod t.orr}lnt: bucaust.t '"1t YtDS nC't unnnimous"' , I 

roalli haJ no !JuM at that time ~o• neurl; })) t~• eluctora l 

.,..~ere it. is so pro~lalmoa . : a. "'ap:")• "1•r bas'"'1!1t. Ln reflect. .... 

eli t.lor,l . R.arra~ . 

Ana now bCod frtt:nd end "most .JO-v.,rl"ul m:an 

ln all the •orlo" , what sorvict: mny r o ~~or" ror ; ou next 1 

ft has oeen a p ldbSU r~ t~ r eoresont you ln thls d~ar tittle 

countrt wher~ I OU are so loved ana au~lr d (and t~anks to ~ 

.;ooo stars ! have nee no break so tar) out. I fetil r !houla 6o 

bac~ to ~SA oy n•xt. s)rin' to reslda tnere ~r:3nentlY ~ Bow .... 

ever nothlnb •owlQ ~l••ze ~e m~re than to contt~~a ~orkino •Lth 

.;0<1 ; so 1! JOU wo-..la 1 h:e z:e near ;ou next. ;ear, t hope Jl)'.l 

will tilve m thut privilege . hs I tol~ you luJt c~mer , t.he 

cla lms on me ara man; .. hat I 1·eturn to mt l'UCj' and othtu· Foun­

dations , out T shoula uppreciate I"ro111 you 1'1rst a nublic 5lt:.n 

of a~oroVBl oerore I do ao. Can ; ou not t~c~ call ~e bo~e ~o 

Y.Ottt Y.'lt.h /f.JU pcr,un&lli G.· for you Qurln. 0 S!10rt. pc:!r!twl or 
tiate ln!;teac1 of •1 Juat r etwrnino en"'" r:ttlrln, ,ext s.,rln,6:1 

"dt·ha;>s I ..:o.Jlu to~• on a Cabinet. po51tlon t."'m!>Orarlly v.nt1.l 

:tou t•tnu just tl'\(j man yoJ want for the perm~n4fnt Job . "f 

tourse I aont wish ~;o do an;thln~ thnt; mloht •~bo c rees tou so 

r hone that beL'or~t •rv det:lsion ls reach'td b; e lt.ht,r of u~ , ; ou 

tlons 11s D;J oc-



cu r to JOIJ . fhere i s no lenmudh t. nacte a. fur tt~ I ar"' 

concr;,rn .. <J bllt. i t set~rns b..tst t.CI' hnvt! tou 'tnon nhat 1~ in T., 

~i~J enu ~o~rt so 1 0~ con pla~ at JOu: convtnlvnce . 

AJ. . ec'-lorua.tel., a! e\"~r 

~ . , 
tave t!@nne" ' 'orris 

~.~ :;H)sltl:>n 'ti'~JlJ oeco•e o1&,1cu!t. . 

1'o T"\e '~on . :ra.n'~t1 1n 0 . Q >aeavett 

T":e 1;b1t.e Q~u!:e 



-~---,.. .-ofCil ~ ~·......,. nn-. ··-..... ·· 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

I n reply refer ~o 
WI 811.001 RoooeYelt, F.D./4383 

lly dear llr. lleln~yre: 

I tranaMit herewi~h copy of & note rocoiYed 

J 

from the Belgian Amb&eaador i n this city, ocngr&tul&t-
1ng the Preoident on hie reelection. I !eel aure he 
will be ple&aed ~o eee i~. 

A copy ot tho Departoent • a reply to the Amb&aa&­
dor•e aeoaaae io &llo enoloood. 

EncloiiU:re: 
Frou Belgian E=b&ooy, 
Joveaber 5 , 1938, in 
trnnal&t1on. 

Sincerely youra , 

( c2 Vs-/t--U--. };;>-z.,~-
Aoting Secretary. 

Oopy ot Department's reply. 

The Honorable 

K&rvin B. lloin~yro , 

Seoret~y to the President, 

'!'he Tnite House. 



... 
~r).IO\rtmrut of ltntr 

- · II - ... 

Tbo HonorAble 

ll1LX'Y1n H. llointyre , 

eoor oto.rY to the 
Preo1de.,t, 

The 1!11 te aouae . 

-



l.zoo:u-,-1 

1 ~ w1t h .. ,..,roelAtt.oa v.. n o1;t 

of Tooa J:soel~a li:lad aoto Jlo. UOO ot IIDNi,... 

llu a, liiH, lilld 1 Me to 1ftlon Tovz lltoeU~ 

\ h!J.t I Mn not to.Uod to u........tt a 001)7 ot tt 

to Ulo PnoldOIIt , 

Tl>O l'roa1o.n 4i!ealno ,.. w Oll .reoo to lWWP 

~u_,. h1a alNNin a:'PrMlAU. ot tho ••-..• 

rn. \loa .. ,.Au JI'OGI)la. 

Ao00)7t, .ucou-r, u.o :n~~-4 uMU&nOM ot 

rttr llidloOat -~'"*' 
• 

lU.o li:lto.l.lOIIOJ 

-- ............. ll\ft-,_tboa, 

ael.paa ••·••dar. 

5U.001 OOMftlt, I'. J), /4382 



EllBASST OJ' BJ:LOIUK 

D. 4969 

Jo. U 09 

TRAISLATIOI 

lir. Seoreto l')' of Sta te: 

1faah1ngton, 

JoYember 5 , 1936. 

Pureun.nt to 1 ne tn1ct ione from IIY Gover nment , I be'ft 

t he honor to reque s t Tour Excellenoy to be eo good ~• t o 

trnnemit t o Hie rxoellanoy, wr. RooeeTelt, einoere con­

gr "t u letiona oft tha Pre81dent1al election , wb1oh lteepa 

him tot t he bead ot t he Rapubli c of the United St atu of 

America . 

The brilliant euooeee of t he President in t he Statee 

of t he Union 11 absolute pr oof of the whole nat1on 1 e 

admiration for h1a. 

The Belg1~~ people aeeoo1atee itself profoundly 

with the hOIII'ge whioh baa just 'been rendared t o hia, and 

I ftm glad Of the acreeable aieeton whlob bee been entrusted 

t o 111e of g1 Ylng aAteurt~noe t hereof t o the Allert oe.n people. 

It ie with entbuai ... ~ Kr. Seoret~ry of Btete , that 

I aYail myaelf of t he opportunity whiob 1a g1Yen t o .. 

to offe r to Tour Exoellency ay personal feUo1t&tiona end 

t he expreee ion of ay higbeat oone1derat1on. 

V. STJlATII 

To Ria Exoellanoy, 
Wiater tba seort~n o{ s tat•, 

Depflrt .. n or St fl e, 
1fuh1ngton. 

TriEBO IHMR:SS 11/? 



Braasols, Jan~~ry 16, 1937 . 

Dotu· l'r . Prooitlont , 

In oonror;nty Tlith tho cWJtot».ry procoduro 

~on tt.o Chior Exooutivo is ro-olootod, I hnvo tho 

honor to tondor ~ rosi~tion as klbosGndor to Bel-

~;ii.V"I o.nd J.!iniotor to Luxo:1b~(; , to talco affect nt 

your plooouro. In this oonnootion, you mny p<lrhnpa 

desire to roror to "''f letter or l!OVOJ J.>or 9 , 1936, 

sent tO you t"'l'aOnnlly thrOUl;h tho kil:dncss or l.!l.OS 

Le Rand . 

c 
I ,, t. 

Tho Honor able 

Frnnklin D. Rooeovolt 

Tho illite House 

Tiash1J1&ton 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINOTOH 

Jebruary 27, 19~7. 

MEIIORANDOM FOR 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

fOR YOUR CONFIDENTIAL 

INFORIIA 'l'ION. PLEABE RETURN. 

F. D. R, 

-
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The 

\ 

Brusaols , February 1~ , 1~37 

PEllSO!lAL 

J:y dear Frankl1n : 

!'any thnnl<s for your lett"r of tho 
2nd, l'y "Bride" ts c"nvalescing steadily though very 
slowly. If I could only tn¥ e her away fro!!' thts cli­
l"nte to t"'P "'lviera , ''"·~auld soon be "'Oll , but t.,e 
dangers of transportAtion at present ore too creat 
to risk; so here we shall stay until th~ spring . Your 
SY!"pathy is deenl;r orp,-eciatod by us both and we tl•Ank 
you for its friendly exrrossion , 

You ore lo,•el;• as ever to wr 1 te ..-~ ao 
frankly and I 11m su~o you must know how rn~ch I value 
your conf1rlonce , It is nosy to believe you aro" ••orving 
day and night durin~; this dtr"icult perioi' o ' uncertain­
ty w'>ich wav last I"Onths " 1 nnd r.-y only regrot is that 
I am doing nothinr, to be or sorvice to you , Gut plonso 
r ealize th~t I und~rsland in ~aneral your problems and 
the pressur~ from nll sides Pnd that I shall be happy 
to stand by in case I over can be useful , 

From our recent correspondence I ea­
ther it will >-e satisfactory ror r:e to stay over here 
until I go to see ;.·ou in :;ashington during ~ pril or 
:ay at whicb tir.-e lot us hope tho Reorganization Bill 
wi ll be law and the doubts •:ou write about will I>PVO 
cleared up. 

Later on I me•· ask you to send for tre 
officiall y so that thoro will be no need to secure n 
leave of abse~ce from the Strte Dennrt~ent , but on tho 
contr ary I shall be "detnilod to you for con~ultotion . " 

I hope you a lso recei ved thAt l'odak 
of your g r andcl>l.ldren 1\nd nine nnd the goat in th~ woods 
of 'estchester County; tt rrad~ ~e homes i ck for them, 

Afroctionntoly as evPr , 

~~ t I 

rtonorable 
Fran~lin D. 1oosevelt , 

Prestdent of t"'"' l'ntted "t"tes , 
'J'I-~ I-tt,. nouaP , 

.as ··t nr:ton " .C. 



My dear Mr. Preeident: 

DEPARTMENT Or 8TATE 
WASHI NGTON 

April 13, 1937. 

In aooordanoe with your requeet , 

I am submitting herewith a eusseated letter 

tor you to send to Kr. Morrie. 

Enoa 
Suggested letter. 
tetter t rom Mr. Morrie 
to the President. 

The Preeident, 

~be White Bou ... 
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ntea 00111>11 .... •1 ta JOV requen woal4 li'..S. DUll li'Jo I fla4 it 1~ .. 1ltle, to • ...... to do u ,... ... 

I talak, c4 -.. \llat ,._ Moal4 re­.U. ....... tar .;u an- taft terabatloa f4 tJae BeJ.p• PJ'i• Jll.a1.-r1 e Yhlt to luklqtoa, tlld 1 feel \llat ,... Moal4 plea to la&Ye Joal' reelpat1oa lteoaae effeotlft 1~ ~atelr atte taat u.. 
I eltal.1 look fonucl to '"Uc JOU earlr 

la , __ 
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T O.DI 1Yl II .,lt. ... [j .;b ! ro 1. 

Lh~ tJ·~w~le : (1) Tne ~rl~ ''lnl ~ r 11 ~ Jn~ ~o s~ 1 u n ·~t 

Jane tina h hc. to Jo attn hla 1n '~• &L t~ L ~1~ 

( ... ) .,lelqls tot. c.r,~ -n . v ralt., ot .. rhttnc. r;,v t l:J 

~ :h!i.l ntl.., 1.~ :.nat. :a -t» recel.-e &!1 honcrr..·., .. r at. 

1 .tt '"' .. r...,.o r':' 

c;h ~r ~ r 1 re, .. 1ons 1;, t~~ ~...- unt:.,. . 

ct.or 111 not p~r1 !t. h r 1. 0o 

c ... t . 't. 111 hr.v rzdnJ 5!10'1 11 lcet. mott. .... J..h t1 

ti!:es . ··~ o at to .,..c ... all . 

~ .. i. ect!oru. t t:l,. " 

D ... '' nn ~ •• r r ls 

rau.clln 0 . 

Ue 



\t. :> EMBASSY OF THE , 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA)J.! 

Brussels , Apr11 27 ,1 1?:~7 

A I • 

I am encl osing you a stamp of each 
denomina tion of the new issue that has just come out 
i n Be lgium showing the late Queen Astrid and her son 

-

the Prince Baudouin. Please present t hem to the Pres i dent 
with my best wishes , 

!! 
Mrs . Morr i s and I are l eaving on t he 

Manhattan , sailing from Havre on ~:ay 7th , so I shal l 
hope to see you by the end of next mont~ . 

For your personal information only , 
w"ich of course includes gossip with the Pr es i den t , 
i t may interest you to lmow thAt Bullit t i s coming 
on from Paris by automobile to take dinner with me to­
morrow night . I am having the Pr1or.e L:iniste r a l so, 
This l ittle dt.nner "a trois" should be tnteresting t o 
us three at l east if not to anybody else . 

Kindest reg~rds to all good fri ends . 

L.iss h.arguerite Le Hand, 

The V/hi te House , 

Washington D.C. 

OJn.•/AD . 

Yours as 

!/ 
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Gco .. ••• 1'HEUNI S 

' ' 
V' 

allt UXK C..C..& ~ 

• ~uc oc•o•~xc•u••• 

2 J uin I 937 

Dear L.r . Conway, 

I thank you J:or your kird letter o:t: • o.y 2Qth . and have been very glad to eet you i n Brussels . 

Plo"oe f i nd horenth oo~:.e f igures ooncernina the U.S. \ . - Belgo-Luxembours t rade . 

You q re kind enough to eak my advice about the 
gene~l t~de problec . 

I feel stron0 ly that the inter~•iot~l tr~do ~ust be taken i n i ts nll . One ought to oot~ider more the generel result of u particula r policy, !or ntl oountriee , thnn the 
p• rticulPr results as resards or.e country. 

I think t b:.t U.S . .. 1• followin0 c.ore l i ber:t.l eoonooic polioy , s erve not only the ~orld •rnde , but gr nt a pnr't. i cularly i mportant help to the world a pe ce . 

• "'· C'lrle C . Comrn:· 
Hotel Ritz 

Pl ace Vend6we 
Paris . 



U, S, A, -Belgian t rade 1si•oe the Coameroial ~greeme•t ot Febr . I 935 

be twee• u.s .A. a~ t he Belgo-Luxembourg U~o• . 

According the belgian statistios 1 the commercial trade U.S. A. ­
Belgiwn,amoWlt& for 19M a.nd 1936 to the following f i guns: 

U .S .A .~ports in Bclgium- LUJtmbou r g 

1934 6, 697. 953 metric tone for a value of 1 .003, 763, 000 frcs , 
1936 7, 370, 904 • • • • • • 1 .512. 714 . 000 free , 

showing an i ncrease f or I 936, of 472. 951 metric t one and a increa~ 
of 508. 931 ,000 ftca. (auy 7 " i n weight , and 50" in val11e . ) 

Dela o Lqeaburg ilppo r t p i n u, s . o . 

1934 3 , 152. 130 metric tons f or a value of 616. 497. 000 frcs . 
1936 7 .838. 501 • • • • • • 1 .572. 057 .000 free . 

showing ~ i ncreaae l for I9361of 4 . 606. 371 ~etrio t one ,and 
a increas e of ::155 . 561.000 rrcs . (s'<y 148 ~ in wei ght and Ill5 lO i n 
vn111e . ) 

Th e com.c.erci'll trade bet1·;een thes e t1vb countri es mrks thus a 
important improve~cnt frow 1934 to I93o. 

Thi s improvement 6s 1for t ho greatest pnrt ; the result of the 
oor:nuercial a greement and the ameliorati on of the econouio ll i t uation 

in the u.s.A. 
The belgo- l uxerburg Unions i~ports i n U. S •• h•ve more 

i!Lpro"ed i n we i ght Bnd value tlul.n t he u.s •.• • importe i n tl e Belgo-Luxe1:b 
Uni on. Practically1the oo: ~erci~l balance is now i n eql1111br1um. 

To be noted that nn 1uprovec.ent of 472 . 951 1 e ric toruJ of 
U.S. A. kports i n the Unio~ 1 ahows an i mproveLent of 508. 931 . 000 frcs . 
I n the ot~er way, ~ iwp~ove.ent oL 4 . 666 . 371 metric tons ol Belgo­

Luxe~burg icporta i n u.s ., • shows a value i wproveLent of no more than 
955. 561 . 000 free. 

The increas e of Belginn exports to U.S . A. i d for the lcrcest 
pe.rt due to maes- produote , wb:Lle t he increase ot th!! u.s ... . cxports to 
Bel gi um i d due to quality produote , containing more ek :L lled l nbour . 



, 
llote 2 . 

Accordi"o to the ... e ~'Ue or 1: ,;ions •. onthly Bulleti1 o:f at ,;io1;ics 
the ~old v lue of worl,\ tr'lde 1 i n c; .. roh 1937 , wno !216 per cent hi;:;Uer 

thnn in February !937 , nnd abou,; 24 per oer1t hi.gl\er ,;h. ,., it . "roh 1936. 

The gold value !or the first quarter ot 1937 wns I8 per cent 
highe r thnn tor the first qunrte r of 1936 and 2 5 per cent higher t han 
for the last quarte1· of I9-'6. Thia is the h rst hrne for rmmy yePrs 1 that the gold vnlue during the firet quarter of t1 year wna higher 'Chan 
that of the preoeedina quarter. 

Almost all the more i Lportnnt trndinS oountriee hP.ve pnrtici­
- pnted i n the revival in tot'll trade . Judging froo the golJ v l•te of 
imports in the first quarter o/. 1937 , cor:.pnred with the o t.e quarter 
of 193611mporte i nore oe d ~ost in the U, S .n , - by nlnoat 40 per cent. 

- in I'Cnly by 32 per cent. 1 in China , Japan, Belgiuo and Cnnada1by about 
30 per oent,in Switrail.and and Prance by 19 per oent 1 i n Cze ohoslovakie 
by 17, 6 per oent 1 in Hollann by about 16 per cent , in Sweden by about 
15 per cent i n the United hingdom by 1~er oent,and i n Au3tralin by 

10 per oent . The iUoreaee of i mports into Germny was only 3 14 per cent 
while those i nto nUStr lin droppe d by I per oent 1and those 1nto Italy 
by 4 1 5 per cent . 

The gold value of exports comparing a~ain the f i rte quarter 
of I937 with the D'ule quarter of f 9361 was more th11n IOO per cent 

grea ter f or Ar gentim, and 67 per cent for Ito.ly , There KO.s likewise 
a oonai deroble inore1toe of exports from Chi. no. - 44 per cent , India - 33 
per oent,Be lgium-30 per oent Holland- 27 per oent , The U. S . A. - 24 per 
cent , c anada- 23 per oent 1 Czeohos1ovakia}'!J.sweden and Jo.pan nbo•1t 20 
per oent . The i ncrease for Cermacy wns I» per cent , for the United 
Kingdom and .. ustrolia Il! 16 pe r cent . Frence sho11s a slil}lt i ncrease of 
I per oent , and Switzerland a decrease of ~bout 4 per cent . 



/ 
llote 3 . 

Belf!'o-T,uxcnbttr Union 1r ort I ip U. S . A. 

Inore~oe in v~l~e : 960 . 561. 000 frcs , 

Stone works {precions stones) 27 :' 
Textile industry products 24 I' 
L.et 1 nnd metallic produota II l' 
Vegetable produots IO 1' 
~ i nernl products 8 , 4 ;t 
Cbe10io 1 products 7 " 
An.i-.1 vroduots 7 " 

I ncrense in wei ght : 468. 63I wetr:l.c tons 

l.:l.neral products 
Ohor .. ioal products 

615~ 
IO f. 

products Letol 'l.nd metull:l.o 
Vegetable prod~cto 
Textile industry J•ro ducts 
"n:l.o. 1 products 
Stone ,..roduots 

14 ,. 
II ~ 
5 ~ 
0 ,5 ,: 
o,2 fo 

u . s e H I i.·Jports in Be l LfO- Luxerabttroo Union 

Inorenoe :l.n value : 

J.otorcara 
Liner., 1 products 
• a chines and r:.ech niort lo 
I ood . .nd wooden .~troduc •s 
Food industries proiucts 
Cbe~c~l product~ 
Pa.,er 

Increase in weight : 

I wineral produoto 
2 l'lood and wooden J'roduotu 
3 Chemicals produots 
4 Paper 
5 !.otoroars 
6 Pood industriea producta 
7 , ohines and c.eoiv: nic ls 

2.5 ~~ 
20 ~ 
8~ 
5, 5,. 
5, 3,. 
4 , 7 ~ 
2 , 7 ,: 
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THE W HITE HOUSE 

WASHI N GTON 

June 4, 1937. 

UEKORABDUil FOR 

THE SECRETARY OJ STATE 

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY 

FOR KY SIGNATURE. 

1. D. R. 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

THE UNDER SECRETARY 

June 25, 1937 

Dear Yr . Secretary: 

I am attaching herewith the memorandum of whioh 

I spoke on the telephone and which you may care to 

take up with the President before you return to Washin~ 

ton. I am making this suggestion only because I 

realize that the President will be occupied with eo 

many matters on Uonday that i t may be easier for him 

to consider the pointe contained in this memorandum 

while he is still at Jefferson Island. 

U SW: IJ 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

THE UNDERSECRETARY 

Conver sation. June 25 , 1937. 

At Mr. Van Zeeland's suggesti on and in order to avoid 

publicity, I went this morning to the Bel gian Embassy, where 

I talked with t he Prime Minist er for about an hour. 

The Prime Minister covered about t he same field of 

discussion which he covered in hie conversations with the 

Secretary of State on Thursday. 

Mr . Van Zeeland tol d me that it appeared to him that 

there were now t wo a l ternatives before him: (l) to retur n 

to Europe and advise the French and British Government s 

that the Gover nment of the United Stat es was d i sposed t o 

cooperate in every feasible manner in t he field of l imita-

tion of a r maments; to cooperate with t he Governments of 

Europe which were prepared to go along wi th it in the trade 

policy initiated and pr ocl aimed by t he United States ; and, 

finally, to cooperate in measures tending towards financial 

stabilization such as those already embodied in t he tri­

partite understanding. Mr. Van Zeeland said that, while 

the assurances which he could give along these lines would 

be encouraging, all these facts as to the attitude of the 

United States were al r eady known and appreciated in London 

and in Paris, and it could hardly be a ssumed that any 



-a-

practical results would be forthcoming as a consequence 

of hi s visit to the Uni ted States. 

He said, and in thie opinion I s t r ongl y concurred, 

that it would hardly be poeeible for the peoples in 

Europe as well as on t hi s continent t o maintain very muoh 

longer unimpai red their faith in t he principl es which 

his government and our government were support ing unless 

the peoples began t o believe that these principl es were 

productive of concrete achievement. 

The second alternative, h e said, was f or him to 

take with him a definite program, which he fo rmulated 

along these lines: 

(a ) A meet ing in t he immedi ate future of representa­

t ives of the Government s of the United States , Great 

Br itain, France, Bel gium, Holland and Switzerland - in 

other words, the nations now supporting t he principles 

embodied in the t r i partite agr eement - for the purpose 

( 

of cons i dering and agr eeing upon certain steps which they 

might jointly or simultaneously take in order to advance 

disarmament , monetary st abilization, and the furthe rance 

of the United States l i beral trade policy. He emphasized 

that t his meeting should be enti rely informal and tha t 

i t should be publ icly understood that these representa­

tives were meeting with no prior commit ments and f or the 
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sole pur pose of agreeing upon a program which would be 

open to the adherence of every nation of the world, On 

t he disarmament question, be felt that an agr eement 

could there be found which would involve the commitment 

on t he part of the nations represented t o refrain from 

bombing from the air. In the field of a liberal trade 

program, he felt that an agreement could be found for 

the ext ension and development of the policies already 

/ pursued by Belgium and the United States and he envisaged 

the possibility t hat some multilateral agreement in the 

nature of the Oslo agreement might be had. In the 

field of monetary stabilization, he felt that probably 

the six nations represented had already gone as far as 

they could under present condi tions, but that it might 

be possible to find ways and means of going further. 

I stated to Mr. Van Zeeland that it seemed to me 

that should such a meeting be possible from the standpoint 

of this Government, two conditione precedent were indis­

pensable prerequisites: First, the positive engagement 

on t he part of the United Kingdom that she would join 
~ 

with the United States by act and not. by word in the 

reciprocal trade program and , second, that any such 

meeting would appear to me not only to be futile but 

even dangerous , because of the disillusion which its 
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failure would occasion, unless the governments taking 

part in such an exchange of views had definitely agreed 

through diplomatic channels beforehand upon certain con­

crete steps which could be f ormally confirmed at the 

suggested meeting . 

The Prime Kini s t er said t hat he was entirely in 

accord with this point of view. 

As a second future step, the Prime Minist er said 

that he would urge, once an agreement had been found at 

the suggested meet ing , t hat the agreements there for mu­

lat ed be communicated to certain ot her po1vers and in 

particular Germany and Italy, in order that a second in­

formal meeting might be had at which the original s ix 

nations woul d be repr~sented together with representatives 

of the other powers whi ch might be l a t er determined upon. 

I asked the Prime Minister what specific steps he 

had 1n mind as those whi ch could be taken at t his second 

meeting. As to this phase of the problem he said he could 

hardly vent ure to pr ophesy. He told me, however, of the 

conversations had, both by himself and by hie represen­

tatives, in Germany and in Italy and expressed a very 

great measure of optimism as to the attitude which those 

government s would probably adopt, particularly if they 



saw a reasonable chance t hat such agreements opened the 
way to more normal trade between their countries and the 
rest of the world. 

At t his point Yr. Van Zeeland said that he recog­
nized fully that t he gener al assumption in the United 
Sta tes wae that credits from the United States would be 
required before Germany and Italy could be persuaded to 
terminate their present au~hio sys tem. He said that 
he wae confident that thie was not the oaae. He ex­
press ed the belief tbat the minut e that some broad ad­
vance could be made in Europe towards the achievement 
of a nor mal flow of trade between countries, and the 
minute confidence began to return that disarmament and 
peace were within the grasp of Europe, capital which had 
now taken flight from Europe would return and that all 
the credits which might be necessary to ease Germany and 
I taly through the transition period would be available 
from European sources. He said, of course, that this 

did not imply that private American capital should not 
have equal opportunity f or investment should it be de­

sired, but that it waa by no means required. 

I purposely refrain from making this memorandum 

any longer for I feel sure Ur. Van Zeeland baa covered 
the whole field in considerable detail with t he President 
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and wi t h the Secr et ar y of State . I n view, however, of 

the f act that Ur. Van zeel and will only be in Washington 

next Tuesday and will be sailing immediately thereafter 

on his return trip to Europe , I vent ure to suggest t hat 

the President and yoursel f may wish to consider maki ng 

two deci sions before Yr. Van Zeel and returns on Tuesday. 

1 . Whether it would not be highly desirable f or 

some statement to be i ssued by the President and by Ur . 

van Zeeland which , Without going into details, might yet 

strike a note of optimi sm and indi cate that Yr. Van 

Zeeland' s visit here has been productive of more than a 

mere giving and receiving of information. 

2. The confidential expression t o Ur. Van Zeeland 

of the willingness of this Government to have a representa­

tive attend the preliminary meeting of the representatives 

of the countries now in the monetary agr eement suggest ed 

provided the two conditions precedent above mentioned have 

been met , wi t h the underst anding t hat t he peopl e of this 

countr y will be given cl earl y to under stand that the sole 

purpose of the meeti~ is to discuss the ways and means of 

advancing mi litar y and economic disarmament , and that t his 

Government would not participate in the discussion of any 

point upon the agenda of a directly political nature. 
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Ur. Van Zeeland told me confidentially,and eaid 

he could no t recall whether he had mentioned t hie t o 

the President and to the secretary of State, that he 

had cabled to London since hie arrival in Washington 

stating that be would atop in London on his return to 

Brussels in order t o confer with Ur. Chamberlain and 

with J.!r . Eden. 



Copie , 

Palais de Bruxelles , 21 )uil let 1937 , 

!!on cher Premier Minist re , 

Lorsqu ' on reflechit A l ' etat de desorganisation dans lequel 

se trouve pl ongee 1' Humanite , un sentimen t de p1•ofonde inquietude 

fait entr evoir l ' avenir sous un jour bien ouscur . 

Ausai faut- il encourager avec force et convi ction t oute ten­

tative d ' organi sation , dont l a poursuite peut ~lever l ' esprit vers 

un ideal de solidarite humaine . 

Cette consideration ne souligne- t - elle pas 1 ' import ance de l a 

mission que l a Grande- Bretagne et la Fr ance ont confiee , par votre 

intormediaire ,A la Belgi que et qui depasse largement les lirnites 

qu ' on lui at tribue generalement , puisqu ' elle peut rnener jusqu ' A l a 

recherche des elements d ' une organisation de l ' economie mondiale. 

L' accueil que vous avez re~u au-dela de !'Atlantique est un 

indice des bonnes dispositions des Eta ts-Unis d 'Amerique en11er s 

1 1 effort dil A 1 ' i nitiative de la Gr ande-Bretagne et de l a France . 

Ces trois Nat ions nous apportent ainsi le temoignage de l eur desi r 

genereux de participar act ivement A l' etablissement d' un ordre 

meilleur , que recl ame le monde entier . 

Monsieur Pnul van Zeeland. 

Premi er Mini st re , 
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Le suroroit de travail que vous vous etes impose , en aocop­

tan t oe tte l onrde tiohe, auaoltera la gra t1 tude de tous ceux qui en 

com~rennant l e v6ritable but et qui en mesurent l'imnenaa portae. 

Au mcment o~ vous allez fi xer l es pr emier s r6sultats de vo­

tro anquete , laiGsez-moi vous fa ire une su~gestion : il sere it es­

sential , je pens e, de provoquer la creation d' un organis~e d' etu­

des 6conomiques , dont la va leur serait marquee par son triple oa­

ract~re d' universalite , de pramanence et d' independanot. 

Recherche des elements d' une organisation Je l ' eoono~i e 

univers elle, adapta t ion cont inuo de cette organisation aux varia­

tions constantes des facteurs de 1' 3conomi e, tel serait l ' objet 

des etudes de cette institution. 

La science economique , essentiellement faite de vle , es t 

soumise au t>y thme de celle-ci et les problemes qu ' elle p·ose ne 

peuvent recevoir de solution immuable. 

Enfin pour etre apte A rempli r sa mission , ! ' institution 

envisages devrait etre aussi independante que possible des in ­

fluences nationales. 

Il est sans conteste fort difficile d'iso ler le domains 

de l'ticonom.ie des contingences politiqueo . !.!ais c ' est prec isement 

cette difficulte qui cons t itue le noeud du probleme dont vo··s etes 

saisi et sur laquelle tous nos efro~ts doivent se conoentrer. 

Dans oes conditions , il se rait capital que ! ' institution 

sugger6e put compter sur la collaboration des personnes qui- de par 
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le monde - oonnaissent le mieux l'ensemble des ques tions sa ra p­
portent~ l 'industrie , au co~erce , ~ l'agriculture , ~ la finftnoe , 
au travail. Ces per sonnes epporteraient leur conoours , ~raison de 
leur co:np6 tenoe indivic!u~lle , et non pu en vertu d' un mandat . 

L' abAissement des barri~res douaiiar es , pas plus qu ' auoune 
autre me sure partielle, ne peut saul me t tre un terms au desorJ.re 
qui menace ls paix . Si nous voulons reellement ecarler la guerra et 
ramener les honmes ~des sentiments plus pao i f i ques , il faut avoir 
le courage d' envisager la question economiqu e dans sa generallte 
at de donner une solution aux grands probHr.tes qul sa dressent me­
n&Q&nts devant l ' Hunanite enti~re : 
- la distribution des metieres premi eres ,- le distribution des 
moyens d'echange,- la repartit ion internationale du travail,- l'e­
quilibre entre les nations agricoles et industrielles , etc • • 

Je ne me fais pas i llusion su r l es difficultbe que cor.~porte 

la r ealisation d'un programme aussi etendu. 
Toutefo i s , j ' si la conviction que l e moment est favorable 

pour la tenter et que nous pourrions esperer trouver , dans l'acco~p­

l issemen t de oet effort, non seule~ent le soutien de t ous l eo Gou­
vernements , me is encore 1' approbotion et 1' appui des grandee oollec­
t ivi tes socieles , religieuses et philant hropiques; en un mot , de 
tous le ho~es dont le coeur renferne un d6si r de oo~or~hension et 
de solidarlU. 

Nous ne pouvons oous l e dissimuler , des groupements entiers 
de le comunauU humsine ne s ' entendent plua . 



Si un pre~ier pas pouvait etre fait pour les rapprocher , 

nous apporterions l l ' Huoanite et notamcent l l ' Orient - autre­
ment que par des mots - la preuve que l 'Occident plaoe , au-dessus 
des preoccupations 1~6dietes d ' ordr~ mat eriel , la force spiritu­

elle emanant d' un veritable sentiment de fraternlt6 . 

Croyez-moi , mon cher Premier !Jinistre, 

votre devoue , 

( s) LEOPOLD. 

4. 



--
.f.llclu' 25, 1937. 

IWIOIWIWII lOR 

mx aDBI! su:aET.llll or sun. 

llll 70U pleaee be good uoucb to -

t.bet tJ:a enclosed lett.er 1a Milt to lobe 

II. H. Uoll'll.lll 
&ecnta:r)' to tbe hea1d•' 

STATE - Let. to Leopole III , 11%>8 of t.bil Belgians , 8/25/37 -
COp)/ 111 tiles . 



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASH INGTON 

Auguat 34, 1937 

My dear Ur. President: 

In accordance with the request con­

tained in your memorandum of Auguet 33, I 

am transmitting herewith a suggested reply 

for you to send to the King of the Belgians. 

I believe it highly desirable that you send 

a reply in view o! the nature of his letter 

to you and 1n view of the efforts which 

U. van Zeeland 

Believe me 

The President, 

a 

The "lbite House. 
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My dear Ur . Pr esident: 

DEPAIITM ENT OF STATE 
WASHI NGTON 

August 17, 1937 

At the request of the Belgian Ambassador I am 

sending you herewith a manuscript letter addressed to 

you by Hie ~'eoty the King of the Belgians . The 

Ambassador states that this letter is in relation to 

the missive addressed by the King on t he 21st of July 

t o llr . van Zeeland. 

The miasive to which the Ambaooador hao refer­

ence i s doubtless King Leopol d ' s proposal for the 

creation of an "Organism of :Economic Studies" . 

Faithfully yours, 

Enclosure : 

~nusoript letter. 

The President, 

The White House. 
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T'Ha N CIIIn'A,'-1' Of" ITIIIT'C 

••- • ...-.••c. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

In repl y refer to 
PR 

My dear Miss LeHand : 

WASHINGTON 

Septe~ber 4 , 1937 

Vti th reference to the President's memorandum of 

September 2 , I am returning herer~ith the letter ad­

dressed to him by Premier van Zeeland of Belgium . 

I do not believe that i t calls for a reply f rom 

the President , since it would appear to be merely a 

cordial acknor.ledgment of a previous letter addressed 

to the Premier by the President and an expression of 

thanks for the hospi tality extended by Mrs . Roosevelt . 

Sincerely yours, 

Enclosure : 
From Premier van Zeeland, 
July 31, 1937. 

Miss ~rguerite A. LeHnnd, 

Personal Secreta r y to the President, 

The \'obi te House . 
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Drvn~1111rul of §lnl c 

PR 

E~CI.OSLRE 

TO 

l.elltr drafltd 9/4/37 

UHIIU ""' tJ T1 ' 

Miss LeHand 

... ........ ..... , -
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9/ 20/37 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

la:.!ORAllll!JIJ roB 't!a: p;u;:, IJil •• l' 

I do not know how t h1t intereoting tetter 

got in JOY po .. eaoion but It you hl>von ' t seen 

it you might be intoreotod • 

• 1. H. 

I 
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THE W H ITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

, c-. r t. 

September 1?, 193?. 

Tble 1e a copy of a letter from 
Kr. Heineman t o Klug Leopold. 

t ' t ,. 

I 
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Au ooura de la t.ravera4e que J• Yhne d e ta1 re, J '&1 pu rifit!oh1 r 
enoore au dem1er entret.1en que J'&1 eu l'bonneur d 1a1'o1r aYeo Vot.re 
llaJ eet.4, 

Je ne oroh pu \tre 1ndhoret en taleant part. au Ro1 dee 
oonoludone auxquollee oee r6fiex1one • ' ont. uen4, 

Je me pemete dono de d11'e qu'A mon eent1ment. 1 1 01t. tNe 
eouh&1 table que If , Van Zeeland oont1nue d 'oxeroer lu ronot1one d e P~1er 
ll1nht.re, quelquo d6e1r qu 11l a1t de p J"end re un repoe 'bien m6r1U , 

in ettot, ea d4a1ae1on aurait deux 1noonYt!n1ente gravoe, 

D1 une part. olle pro1'oquera1t. dana lea a1roon et.o.no01 ao t uelleo dee 
-•ent&1ree pr6Jud1o1a'blee A eon orid1t, malgri toue l•et•o1gnagoe 
d 1 eat1me et d e reooan&188anoe qu'il reouo1llera1t au •o•ent. de ea ret.ra1te, 
et eon orid1 t personnel d~t-il a'iaa roat.ar 1ntaot 11 n 'aural t plue, aesaant 
d ' oaauper dane eon pa7e la a1tuat1on t!m1nante qu ' 1l y t1ent. aujourd 1 bll.1, 
la •lm• autor1t4 n1 lea a\mea moyane d 11nYeat1gat1on pour mener A bonne tin 
la • 1aa1on d ' ordn 1ntemat.1onal dont 11 eat aba rg4, 

D1autre part., du point. de YUO de l a pa1x i n t.dr1euro en Belgique, 
lea d1Y1e1ona pol1t1quee e'aaaentuera1ent a1 u , van Zeeland - ropniaentant 
uno pol1 t1que d 'union na t1onale - 4ta1t rGplaa4 par un homme de pu rt.i, 
mlme d4telnll1n4 A ne pae ta1re d e la pol1t1que de part.1, Sp\laiahment e 'il 
a'ag1eea1t d'un eooial1et.e 11 ~ura1t grand danger que dee 6ldment.e mod~rds 
eo rall1ant. 1mp Ndmuuen t. au mou1'101ant. rox1et.e, auquel il eera1t plus taa1le 
de ta1re euepeot.or lee 1nt.ent.1ona du oouvemement. et. de t a1re eouha1 tar un 
ahang emant. de r6g1mo, 

La aonnanoe quo le Parlomen t. Y1an t. de marquer A If . Van Zeeland 
1 1 enaouragera, J 16epere, ~ pero61'6 rer dane los grandee t.li.ahee auxquellee 
le Roi l 1a appe14, 

Je p r1o Vot.ro lf&Jeat.6 de Youlo1r 'b1an aarder lea nouYellee 
aeauranaee de mea aent1mante reepeatueux, 

( 



Dannie Heinemann Esq . , 
23, Avenue Longch~ps , 

Bruxelles-Ixelles. 

Dear ):r . Heinemann, 

I t- L , 

London, let Sept . 1937. 

I have heen staying longer in Hol-ana than I thought . 
'ilrls is the r ason why I d id not write earlier lo yo1.1 to than:< you for your 
ver.; find hospitalities and thostt extremely int"restin~ days I s pen t with 
you at Bruxelles . 

I hope very m•1cb that I shall meet you on board the 
''E)npress o. li"itain" and I will looA< ou t for ;ou at Qterbourg . lhe Revd . 
Professor l'arr)' of Huntingdon Seminc.ry .,here I St'lyed Clll.llY" months wrote to 

eM~ that he is sa.ling in the same shi p . He is a very dear f r iend of mine and 

I hope it wll::. not an"oy you . 

In the meanwhi le , the politic~ si tuation has become 
very cloudy again and nobody can pr edict what will happen. I hnve tho 
i mpressi on that the Cabinet, here , is again in a vacillating on account of 
the Far-Eastern cris i s , but I stil .. have the hope that Jussolini thr ough 
hi s jou:rne.1 to G~rmany wi ll have a moderati;lg influence upon Hitler, alt.l:tough 
outll'ardly it app;~ars he i s Jieying for high stakes . 

I hope 1.1 . van Zeelarrle will get throUI!:h hiG dlificulties . 
It would be a bad policy for Belgium i f he hAd to resign nt pr esent. 

Yours s incer ely, 

jt. 



TH E: WHITE: HOUSE: 

WAS HING TO N )~ 
(le-v.-

a 
Mr. Da•i• ie «<lliff t o Brueele ~ r n naent thie eo'IUitJ'7 

a t • .. eUD!f of the Sii!D&hrtu of the Jtna Power 'ft'eatJ' , 
l n reapo~~ee to an 111?1 t a tlon teeua4 b7 tbe llel~an Go?ern:Dent. 
The purpoee of the oonferenoa t e 1D conformtt7 wttb the 
ple4~e es4e b7 the J)arttee t o the line oower Treat7 ~ ha?e 
fUll anct frank nob~~· of Tlewe with re~rct ~ the .PSI' 
! utern .t taaUoa. Yn the lllllf!'1l!\~e of the 111'1'1tat1oD to 
wtllob tble 00?11'11111Dt ie reepctDctiDS, the Powere rill 
aa•iae the eUaeUOD in the hJ' Baet u4 etw.47 • p eeoe-
e'llle .... of !wthDtng an IDt of the rej~:r~Ua\le OODfilot 
W!lloh lJJ'enUa tl»re. 

Ae I ea t& tn li'J' ra41o broa4out on tbe e?enllllf of ooto'ber 
twelfth - "Tbe 'PU' 'PO'' of thle o onferenoe will be t o eeet 
b7 agree.ent a eolatlon of the preeent eltuatton 111 Obl~~e. 
In our efforte t o f1n4 that eolatloD, tt t e oar "PUTPOee to 
oooperate w1 tb the oth• Slg~~atortee t o t ble 'ft'eat7, tn­
ola41ng China 8114 Japa~~ . " 

lllr. DaTle Will enter the oODfer enoe wtt'hoat 8117 oo11111 t­
meute on t he put of thle Oo••m•ent. 

I. diU. 

{Oc:t-19· .3i] ~ 
"" 

f~~~ .. ~ 
{JtS - ,_ 7-" 1 
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llear rto.nlclln, 

DAVE H MO.:U:U8 
1e &A8T 70 ~'1 8 T i!tlli'T 

N CW V0111tl( 

Dtcesoer 24, 193?. 

IHt WIHTE !lOUSE 

Crt ZS 12 lib PH ']7 
RECEIVED 

l o.m onolo ol~ ;you ucof"l't ot o. po.ro(ll"O.l>b trom a letter I have Jua t received from !rua•el a. tro~ a well k:no• A ••rlcaa banker there. It tU:1 be of lo­t ereat to JOU. 

1 am 1 0 aorry t o • •• by the peeera t hat 
ile&~~or b&o tlowu to lkattl o becauoo ot t ho ll lneoo or your ""-u;;btor .AnnA· l 4o hopo lt 11 notbl~ eerl oua and t hat ehe • lll aooa 'be well . I know Jlo&J>Or will tlo.l<o tho c:randcb.llclron ••Tl' b.ol>p;- at 
Chrl at~• t1~ and t hta wl l l co~eoeate you for her abtenc• oa t hla f•••t day. 0! courae , I bave a lntclal iDtertlt in t htl e arandchildraD of youre •• t hq are f\JJ 1 aecoad cou elne of rr:t Morrie craudcb1 l drtn• tbee not tha t make the grandtathe·ra eo!De r el ation. to each other 1 

Encl. 
Touro~ 

' 

'llo 'l!lo Honoro.bh 

'!'be llblt o I!Oiloo 

'l&ohlnctoa, C. C. 

Poroon&l · 



"1!1• ll!l&tlce Q>unc111or o! the C1 ty or Berlin enent 
)'eaterday witb me here i n Bruaaele. I told him my viewa very 
!rankly and he awallowed thl!lD grace.tully without abowiot; &!13 
a1cn• o! lndi~aetton. .Although be occuniea a high nolr ln 
the Baal organlaatlon (he weare a black unl!orm, but not o•er 
here) he la aleo o! the opinion that the ~reeent poeltlon wll l 
not be •••r-laatlng• 

4ate wbeu 1t will end. 

quite no~· · 

!ut he made no prophecy aa to tbe exact 

Be tblDlre the Jlllirer la not mentnlly 
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