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Brussels, July 10, 1933,

My dear Miss Le Hand,

Herewlth enclosed you will find a per-
sonal letter from me to the President, forward-
ing a personal letter written by his own hand
from His Majesty King Albert to the President
of the United States, which please deliver to
him as soon as possible.

I have acknowledged to His Ma jesty the
receipt of this letter by me and thé fact that
I would immedlately transmit it to the Presi-
dent. Will you please let me know that you
have received and delivered it to the President,
and also if the President wishes to send any
answer In any form through me to His Majesty?

Judging by the general unanimity of

Miss Marguerite Le Hand,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.



dlslike by the foreign press of our present
policy in the United States, I should infer
that we are doing just the right thing for our-
selves. I hope the personal letters I have
written to the President in regard to the Lon-
don Conference, etc., have been of service to
him,

With kind regards to all of you, I am

Very sincerely yours,

)S;ildupdgﬁ{:—izluhdrﬁp&;,;_

Enclosure.



Brussels, Belgium
September 19, 1933

My dear ?rmklinj:

This letter is personal and confidential. It ventures
to suggest a possible solution to ome of your many problems. If you can
properly do so, I should greatly appreciate receiving either by cable or
letter an indieation of your genmeral remoction to the idea offered.

In personal letters I have writtem of the mortifieation
and regret expressed to me privately by various Belgian leaders at their
sountry not having met its Ameriean debt payments, how Belgians were an
honest people in heart and fact, and that they felt that if some way could
be found to liquidate their Ameriean obligations they would be happy to
make any sacrifices politically and sceinlly possible. You lmow my anawer
has always been that I have no authority offiecially te disouss debts and
that was a matter you reserved to yourself, and indeed Congress was the
final authority. '

A family dinner, including the ladies, was recently given
by Mr, Paul van Zeeland, the "Directeur de la Bangue Natiomale de Belgzigue,"
in his country home and my Bride, Jack Gade smnd I met there Count de Erogue-
ville who is the Prime Minister in the Government here. The four of us men
after dinner talked over the situation mlong the lines just indicated and
to make a long story short, concluded that if informally and unofficially
it could be ascertained that you would recommend the acceptance of the
followlng pian in broad outline and prineciple, the Belgians believed it
oould be presented to you officially very soon and in about any form you
might indiecate, namely,

1. Pelgium would pursue these unofficianl negotiations with
us in striot secreey, without informing sny other power, inocluding France,

2. Belgium would first of dl ackmowledge in primeiple her
obligation to Amerieca.

3. Belgium feels very strongly her right to a privileged
position in the consideration of her pre-armistice debt, and that she
should receive special treatment in our comsideration of it to which no other
power 1s entitled. v

4. The post-armistice debt itself consiets of two portions,
oapital and interest. to the present erisis, the Belgians feel that



the interest could and should be oancelled.

In regard to the capital, this would be paid and in ninety-nine
equal instalments instead of the fifty-six agreed upon in the present
Belgian debt settlement.

S« In order to meet the President's wishes and contribute to
world eredit expansion, the Belgimns sugrest the following arrangement;

I. The sctual walue of the ninety-nine annuities would be
oaloulated.

II. The sum (called "™n") would et once be paid the United
States in the following manner;

a. Twenty per cemt in gold

b. Twenty per cent in silver, calculated at 15} in its
relation to gold

0. Sixty per cent in Belgian Govermment Treasury notes
payable in installments to be agreed upon and paid in to a trust fund held
by the B. I. 8. These notes would serve as the basis of a flotation of one
or several international loans, the proeseds of which would be paid to the
U. 8. A.

€. The previous suggestions lend themselves to many combinations
of figures. They could and should result in & total actual debt reduction
of about 70 per eent, this figure varying according to what may be agread
upon in the actual negotiations.

7. It must be understood that no power should receive more favor-
able treatment in regard to the post armistice debt than Belgium, but if
such should be the case, Belgium would receive proporticnal comsideration.

It was believed the President could for various ressons with pro-
priety recommend to Congress such a settlement and particularly because of
the present stalemate. It was further believed that Congress would realize
hew little Belgium could or would pay. She has just been foroced te float
en internal loan of one snd a half billion franes largely so as to balance past
budgets, supply work for unemployed and repay foreign short-term maturities.
It was believed that a large oash payment to the U. 8. A. would aid in
balancing its budget. From the Belgian point of view mothing more quiekly could
turn strained relations into friendly ones than settling the debt once and
for all. Inereases in our mutual trade would naturally result. We could
probably tie into the settlement a Belgian promise not to raise tariffs
aghinet Amerioman produets nor to damage our commercial interests by quota
regulations, matters which now mre of perplexing concern to us in the Bm=
bassy and Consulate.

The Belgiens believed lastly that their government could with equal
propriety recommend the settlement for reamsons Just as cogemt. It should,
however, be recognized that the Prime Minister has as yet not consulted any



of the members of his Cabinet,

Pdrtioular emphasis was laid upon the urgent necessity te
keep absolutely confidential, informal and personal among you and those
previously mentioned the suggestions herein made. Should our informal
talk become known and merely result in failure, it would only make all
the more diffieult, if not impossible, any future sstisfactory negotia=

tions.

If you are at all in sympathy with the plamn, please let me
know how you wish the next step taken. Of course, Mr. Van Zeeland with
or without Jeck Gade could at any time oross and call at the White
House without eausing comment.

Yours as ever,

VLT

To A /¥,
;{Zﬂxﬁf'%. D EM{ .
Wﬁu{(}: , B
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Septenter B7, 1lwid.

The Zrasident,
Hyde Par..,
lew York.

Dasy Wr. Prasid-nti

You suggoested that I put lo writime the plan I propoesd to
you us to debt se tllements.

It is soewhat along the line that you yourse If expr agsad
t¢ @e, but iw different in uechanice. I bess it on the assumption
that most govsrnuoents would lixke 10 pay if & possible mtihod
gould bte devised; one not too onarous.

I mationed to you taut Duve ndemnen swrris had asced ne to0
tell you of his conversation with the «ing of Belgium who e.gressed
a desire to find a way out. I baliew Prumse would not te averse
though 1 have not specifivally towhed on the gubjeclt witn any
Fremh authority. iy opiniun is tased un impression. I have npot any
avai lsble informution as to msturities or anounts of United Sistes
bonie cutstand ing so I camot te very specifle, nor can I ma.e
any d:teflea plen &s I am juite In tre dark as W what the actual
gcomputat ione night show it the gettlomsnt was ¢ffected on this
tasis. Of sourse, in the State Departmeul there are oany men who
heve specisli.ed on this problem wnd lhsir Judgment of the math-
emationl sids of the matter wi.l bte of the greatest lmportance.

the gemrel plan 16 us follows:

ixtend the period of vompletion of payment of forelgn dettse
to ume hundrad years. Froa each governmeunt ask for gerial burds or
notes, waturing 1. 8 year at & low rate of interest, suy 245
Issue , by refunding our own bonds &t 2§) tax exemplt, sorlirl btords
or nutes, each of our vwn lssues to mature thirty or elxty dajs
after t . forelgn tonds due dete. Ffunds recaelved frou the fore ign
maturi ties would pay our own meturing cbligations. Juch foreign
tond meturity would heve & United Stutes tond maturity practically
goinc idinges

The plan would set up aasetls ageinst our present United
States me turities to the smount of uver ten bililon doll ars and
would ultinmate ly reduce cur nativnal dett by thut anount «

the loes to ur Guvernm at would te the differunce aade by
the tax exempt sleuee in the refunded tonds, but at th: presant
low interest rates, theru wuld te s&a aconomy ags inet ruiles now
teing offered , suy on the Fowivh Lilurty 458 for lustance.
perneps the admindstration might te willing to ma.e these bonds
elicible for pajmeut of estate iaxas at par, if held omt lnucusely

until st lesst ume Jear prior to desuth of decvedent.

Yours faithfully ( jooq ) JiSSE ISIDOR STRAUS



TELEGRAM

The White House
Hashington

2SDMZWU JM Radio via SD Feb.24,1934,

RADIO

Bruxelles via RCA

ETAT GHR President Roosevelt,
Washington.

I thenk you, Mr., President and Mrs. Roosevelt, for
your kind expressions of sympathy in my terrible sorrow,
and would ask you to convey my grateful thanks to the
Government and people of the United States.

Elisabeth.

J
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EMBASSY OF THE J,
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

e

Brussels, Belgium
March 1, 1934 Vi Y A

Dear Misa LeHand:

I am writing you informally thinking that perhaps
you might care to pass on to the President at an appropriate moment
some of the following items;

I have just returned from Paris where I spent three
days with the Ambassador there. I am sure that Nr, Straus is getting
better month by month and that by next swummer he should be more like
his old self again. The doctors pronounce him cured and while this
does not always convinoce the patient, I think there is no doubt but
that he will soon feel the benefits of his treatment. He is greatly
enjoying his post and I think largely because of the success he is
making there, Everybody admires him and feels that he has ability,
courage and personality.

The death of King Albert here was a shock to us all.
He was beloved, admired and trusted. The country is rallying around
his son and 1 am convinced that for the next three to six months Kyng
Leopold will have the country with him. He is a son worthy of his
illustrious parents and I do not leck for any social or political up-
sets here in the near future.

There is no crown in Belgium, so there is no corona-
tion. They call it taking the ocath and the ceremony that ocourred is
imown as the inauguration. It took place last week and was a most
beautiful and thrilling occasion, fully testifying to the unanimous
support of the King by all politieal classes. There were cnly three
exceptions among the Deputies and these were Communists, but even they
were awed by the enthusiasm of eweryone else.

The telegram from the President was printed in all
the papers and met with unanimous approval. In his name and in re=-
sponse to the President's request, I sent a large wreath conssting
mainly of orchids. I attended to this personally and I am sure the
President would have been satisfied as to the choiece could he have seen

it.

I deeply appreciate the President's appointing me
speolal Ambassador for the ocococasion and I know that this gesture was
also appreclated by the Forelgn Office and members of the Royal Family.

I was asked to broadeast to Americsn an appreciation
of King Albert, which I took great pleasure in doing and have sent a

L8 An



copy of my addreass to the State Department.

Mr. Straus and I disoussed the debt situation in our
respective countries and we both feel that they are beginning to
appreciate that it is up to them to find some kind of formuls
for repayment, so I think I shall encourage my people here to use
their imagination along these lines.

In view of the great success which Mrs. Morris has
made in Brussels and the way that everyone has taken her to their
hearts and the resultant benefit which accrues to the Ambassador,

I am sure that the President in his choloe of his representative in
Belgium was wvery wise and faruighted! Tell him that I intuitively
confirmed his judgment over forty years ago.

It was interesting to hear everything that Ambassador
Bullitt had to tell us about the situation in Washington as our reports
ovar here are very meager and misleading.

Will you tell the President that we are enjoying our
stay here immensely and both feeling remarkably well. If there is
anything in the world we can do offiscially or personally, I am always
at his command.

I hope the world is treating you kindly and that you
are not overworking the way everyone is doing in Washington. will
you please give my affectionse greetings to the President and Lrs,

Roosavelt,
Sim

/

Miss Marguerite LeHand
Secretary to the Presidant
Tne Thite House
Washington, D. C.
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THE NEUTRALITY OF BELSIUM BEFORE THE MH:E: £AS

I tiay

Although, in the early days of the World War, tha|t:rman
Chancellor, Bethmenn-Hollweg, frankly edmitted the innocence of
Belgium, the Germen propogandists soon afterwards invented an excuse
for the violation of a neutral country by claiming that Delgium had
violated her own neutral obligations before the German forces crossed
her frontiers.

This legend, while it received but little credence outside
Germany, was eagerly accepted and believed by the German people, but
more careful study and research since the end of the war has led a
number of their own publicists and scholars to revise their opinions
and to admit that the accusation is without foundation.

One of the most recent articles on the subject appears in the F
Karch 1934 number of the "Berliner Monatshefte" over the signature of f
Dr. von Wegerer, a distinguished German historian who has been generally
considered as antagonistic to Belgium. After a careful study of the
recently published Russian diplomatic correspondence (1) of the period
Dr. von Wegerer has written a complete vindication of Belgium which
should be convineing even to his own fellow-countrymen who may be re-

luctant to believe in the sorrectness of Belgium's attitude in 1914,

The following is a resumé of Dr. von Wegerer's article:

Documents now published for the first time, especially the corres-
pondence of Koudacheff, Russian Minister at Brussels, clarify the atti-
tude of Belgium.

(1)"The Internstional Relations under Czarism", German edition by
Otto HOETSCH, First Serie: Year 1914-the opening of hostilities, G5th
part, July 25th to August 4th, 1924, Reimar Helbing - Berlin 1984,
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On July 27th (1914) Koudacheff announced to Sazonov (Russian
Kinister for Foreign Affairs) that the Government of the King of
the Delgians had decided to defend energetically the neutrality of
Belgium. On the following day, he wrote that the Belgian Cabinet,
meeting under the presidency of the King, had discussed the tactics
to be employed in the event of the violation of the frontiers of
the Kingdom by either of the belligerents. According to Koudacheff,

the Belgians wished to find themselves, at the end of the campaign,

on the side of the vietor. Although a German victory was expected,

the DBelgian troops were to give battle to the Cermans if they should
cross the frontiers of the Kingdom. The French Minister at Brussels

Monsieur Klobukowski, had informed him (Koudacheff) that he had al-

ready received special instructions in case war should break out,
adding that he was placing secret agents along the Belgian-GCerman
frontier who would telephone him of the first sppearance of the
German vanguard and of their entry into Belgium.

On July 30th, Maier, Russian Military Attaché at Drussels,
informed the Russian Staff that the three youngest classes of Belgian
reservists had been called, that trains were held in readiness for
the transportation of troops behind the Lidge-Namur line, and that
the Commandant at Lidge had received authorization to mohilize the
garrison in case of need. Maier added that a part of the cavalry

were to be sent to the French frontier.

Proof that Belgium had not in 1914, by secret arrangements,
sided prematurely with Irance or England, is furnished by a number
of communications under date of August 3rd. and 4th, For example,

on August 3rd., Isvolsky told Sazonov that Belgium had informed

[oas
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France that she would not request aid from the guaranteeing Powers

and that she would not ask France for military support.

On the same day Koudacheff informed the Russian Miniater
for Foreign Affairs that the question of an appeal to the protec-
ting Uowers had been discussed and that the French Minister had
officially asked the Belglen Govermment whether, in the event of
the violation of her neutrality, Belgium would solicit the assis-
tance of the guaranteeing Powers; the Belgian Minister for Foraign
Affairs had thanked him, telling him at the same time that Belgium
was counting upon her own means of self-defense but that, neverthe-
less, she would reserve the right to take such future action as
circumstances might dictate., Koudacheff remarked that the Hinlster
of France seemed very pessimistic and feared that the Belgian de-
fense might be only & sham.

On August 4th, Maier informed the Hussian Staff thet the
French earnestly hoped for a unification of the operations of
their own aermy with those of the Belpien army against Germeny.

In & conference with Mr. de Brogueville, Belgian Minister of War,

the French plan had been accepted gonditionally, that is to say,

in case the Germans violated Selgian neutrality. The French were

to keep this matter secret. Public sentiment seemed to be favor-
able to the French, but they evidently feared that, at the crucial
moment, the Belgians might sbandon this plan of common action and
permit the Germans to pass through their territory without oppo-
sition. In conclusion, the Military Attaché insisted upon the
confidential character of the information he had given,

In another communieation on the same day, the Russian Mili-

tary Attaché was able to give the following information concerning
Faia
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the result of the above-mentioned confersnce: "Belglum has today
declined to take part in common operations with France and has
declared that she will consider as an enemy and will combat anyone
who crosses her frontiers”.

Basing his u;-p*.ninn upon the foregoing diplomatic docu-
ments from unbiased sources, Dr. von Wegerer arrives at the conclu-
sion that: "Henceforth, one cannot do otherwise than acknowledge
the cﬂrractﬁaaa of thae attitude of Belgium in 1514 in regard to the

maintenance of her neutrality."”
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

May 18, 1934.

Dear Mr. President:

I enclose for your information a
memorandum on the subject of Belgian
neutrality in the days immediately before
the opening of the World War, which I
promised the Belgian Ambassador I would
place before you.

Faithfully yours,

fure.

Enclosure:
Memorandunm.

The President,
The White House.
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OFFICIAL © ATIONS TO

THE SBECRETARY OF STATE f -.3
WARSINGTON, D, T, '} [
L]

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

June 18, 1934

My dear Colonel McIntyre:
I have your note of June fourteenth and in reply

would say that 1t 1s not customary for the President

to reply to Letters of Credence of newly appointed
forelgn ambassadors and ministers.

The office copy of the Letters of His Majesty
Leopold III re-accrediting Mr. Paul May as Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenivotentiary of Belzium near the
Government of the United States have been filed in the
Department of Btate and the original is sent to you

herewlith as you request.

Sincerely yours,

Enclosure:
Letters of James Olement Dunn
Credence. ial Assistant to the Becretary

of State.

The Honorable

Marvin H. McIntyre,

Assistant Secretary to the President,

The White House.




MONSIEUR IE PRESIDFNT

ES ETATS-UNIS DYAMERIGQUE




LEOPOLD III, ROI DE® BELOES,
A MONSIKUR FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT,

PRESIDENT DE8 ETATE-UNIZ D'AMERIQUE.,

Trda Cher et Grand Ami, Ayant été appeléd au Trbne du

Royaums da Belgigue par sulte du décdas de Mon Slen-aimé

Pdre, ls FRol Albert Iar, Je n'al risn de plus 4 cosur

qua de Vous tédmoigner le désir dont Je suls animé de
maintenir et de consolider, da plus en plus, les relationa
d'amitié quil subsistent si heureusement entre la Balgique
et lea Etats-Unis d'Amérique. A cette fin, Je M'ampresse
de confirmer par les préssntes lettres da crfance M. May
dane la mission qu'il remplit auprds de Vous en qualité
de Mon Ambassadsur sxtraordinnires et plénipotentinire, ne
doutant pas qu'il continuera & se concilisr Votrs blane-
valllance, Je Vous pris dlaccusillir M, May avec bonté

ot d'ajJouter une fol entidre & tout ce gqu'il Vous dira

de Ma part surtout quand 11 Vous présentera l'axpression
das sentiments de haute sstime et de parfait attachement

avec lesquels Je suis,

Trds Cher et Orand Ami,

Votre sincdre Ami,

Bruxelles, le B4 avril IS34.




Brussels, September 20, 1934

PERSONAL

My dear Mr, President:

May I make my final but informal report as your
special representative for the return of the remains of
the late Belgian Ambassador to his native country, by
saying that on September 18th I had an audience with the '
King to whom I repeated your messages of sympathy for the
personal loss of Mr. May, your expressions of good will
for Belgium, and your invitation to him and Queen Astrid
that they wvlsit you during your term of office.

Needless to say, His Majesty was greatly touched
by the magnificent gesture of America, your oordiality and
your tempting invitation. He requested that I make this
elear to you and send you his appreciative thanks, and
said he would keep in mind your delightful proffered hos-
pitality, the implication being quite evident that he hoped
it might be possible to mccept it in the not too distant

future. In fact, we talked about avoiding the heat of a



Washington summer and that perhaps I might et on the
Journey as a Cicerone!

If you are really serious in desiring to follow
up this invitationm, perhaps you may care to send me fur-
ther instructioms, I am happy to assure you that you
oculd have no more charming and attractive guests; there
is no doubt hut that they would make a great "hit" with

our people,

Yours as ever, 1

The Honorable Franklin D, Roosevelt
The White House
Hl!h’.mm- D. Cs.
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Personal.

Brussels, November 29, 1934.

My dear Franklin:
Last week, upon the Celebration of the Centenery of
the founding of the University of Brussels "le grade de
Docteur Honoris Causa de 1'Université a &té conféré" vpon
The King of The Felglans end The smerican Ambassador.
Other honorary degrees were also awarded, though none by
the University itself but only by the several Faculties.
This greatest honor which the University can bestow
I lay with humble gratitude at your feet because I realize
full well that my share in it is only the pood fortume of
being your Ambassador at this delightful Court and that
there is little personal merit I can claim otherwise. That
you shall kmow this is not native humility I quote from my
parchment itself:
"en témoignege de sa gratitude pour la collabore-
tion préeieuse que sa Patrie et lui-m@me apportent
gux progrds du haut enseignement et de la recherche
solentifique.”

So may I agein express to you how happy I am to serve here

and to hope that I am representing our Country in & manner of

The Honorable
Frenklin D. Hoosevelt,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.
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of which you epprove. I mm vain enough to feel that I am
at least not displeasing to the BHelgiens because after the
EKing had accoepted his degree, His lanjesty came forward end
in the presence of everyone in the crowded suditorium said
to me:r ™We ows this beautiful University largely to the
generosity of your ecountry and I thank you also for what you
have done in person for us. It is all greatly appreciated.”

Today in the English Church I read your inspiring
Thanksgiving Proclamation and all of us gave especial thanks
that you huve those same qualities of courage and conviction
which render the Pilgrim tradition in America something we
all can well be grateful for. ?

With every pood wish, I am as ever,

admiringly and affectionately your old friend,



DEPARTMENT OF STATE |

THE SECRETARY
February 23, 1935

My dear lir. Forster:

Thie would serve as an immediete
acknowledgment of King Leopolad's
letter. When further information is
received in the matter, the President
may wish to address a further com-
munication to His Majesty.

We will be glad to have the
President's reply transmitted through
the diplomatie pouch and the Embassy

A

in Erussels.



DRAFT

My dear King leopold:

I have received with great pleasure your letter of
February twelfth, in whiech you express your interest in
the trensfer of the remains of Father Damien from Kalawao
to Belgium,

I shall be wvery heppy to take steps immediately with
a view toc carrying out your wish and to see that every
facility may be extended in the transfer of Father Damien's
remains from thelr present resting place tc his native
country.

The self-sacrifice of this noble Christien is well-
known to all Awericans and I am much gratified in being
able to lend my own small tribute toc his memory.

Bellieve me, my dear King Leopold,

Your affecticnate and devoted friend,



._-/ﬁ.r .f»fi..:a,; v -'":-"--"'f .ﬁ’lf.’#q.f_ ) ﬂﬂ--(j ;‘l':f (2%3 ,,J
7 y

/&m /ﬂtﬁmf{r ,};’ :f}-;y_;ﬁ_d .-’21;; :'fil";;ma:fc}‘-:u r’f{f-,ff yra— J{:..H
/‘{“uﬁ,{“’ Aie % adx /"‘"‘*"’ /JHAA o ‘Léi _“ it A"“:-ﬁ{ o TR ﬂ&’.'uy'(ﬁ.;‘{-
! - T ;—/ a H»{Jﬁ' !%m«vp éf F"q“"_ }J‘{“_“; 7, “: d%ﬂ/rz'{‘m'

7 e Jaceesd 7‘4‘-&43(_‘

- 7 x — w!mm bt-,{.e Was a Fniscdr— 7/ _ﬁé. "dmj""f" g
e — 3 . LW - 4 (z
z:;.m , A lr{,-r.-:l Jrz;" /’lflﬂ.-f_,-d' /ﬂ.. E{‘{L %l—d—r r.-f’:A A_f ﬂ-u.-j }(é o I'--l.-l"'..l ""'V",f':"'-"‘-

/,,f Mo Choce al Molohas' whii A Loan. 4-,m;/ w  Vvelbie
7/ e Freade aed %ed fszu.a.,?, ' 1889 . Ve Lol
e el Mas e okl y Aalovras , Kot hom ”""-*‘7' A
B vced lanfle of & by Aopilic & Kaloisrs | 4,
Frave Aas Fown aboidonncd..

- FILL A ¢.l|-'? / .&‘._,. b'“--f_/nﬂ-t wi, F ft:'.,«_-u 7/ i'-é:i[n‘..-aﬁ:f

T ,.. //L
b Depl, wonkgpos i Bkl ) e Fidli f e Sa



HCDD

L
[
=
ol
=




Personal
\ ON BOARD

)__ CunarD WHITE STar
R N "BERENGARIA’
) June 21, 1935,

My dear Franklin;

On this day I received a radiogram notifying
me of my election to the Harvard Chapter of the Phi Beta
Kappa Society, Seventeen days before I was made a Doctor
of Laws of Syracuse University and seven months previously
I received my Doctorate Honoris Causa from the free University
of Brussels,

When you sent me to Belgium as your
Ambassador you did not suspect me of possessing all these
potentialities of learned scholarship. Well, you were right,
And I do not imagine that these delightful honors are anything
more or less than testimony of regard for me 1in my representa-
tive capacity;- so gratefully}lay them all at your feet and
thank you again for my enjoying them,

It was very nice seeing you again and looking

so well. Here is wishing you the best of luck. And always
remember if I can be of service in any way, let me know,

Yours as ever

- "

Franklin D. Roosevelt . /

L~y

To the Hon. leq /f-ﬁ?f;jf;gﬁ
2.0 4



Brussels, July 10, 1935

Dear Miss Le Hand:

I am encloaing you a copy of a letter I have
written to Hls Majesty King Leopold III, the gist of
which perhaps you had better communicate to the Presi-
dent sc that he may know how I am carrying out his per-
sonal and private instructioms,

When Their Majesties came to visit the AYLWIN
I again brought up the subject to Queen Astrid and she
sesmed most responaive., I fancy the only diffioulty
will be getting away from Belglum for so long a time.

I shall keep vou posted as to what decisions

if any are made in the near future,

Sincerely yours,

Miss Marguerite Le Hand
The White House
Washington, D. C,



COPY FOR THE PRESIDENT

Brussels, July 10, 1935

Your Majesty,

I hope Your Majesty will allow me to express
my grateful appreciation for permitting me to speak in-
formally during the Scirée at the British Pavillion, of
the desire of the President to mow if Tour Wajestiens
could find it possible to pay a visit of state to the
United States and be his guests at the Thite House in
Washington,

The season whem climatio conditions are usually
most favorable in the Eastern States is the latter half
of Ootober and the momth of November, The ocean orosa-
ing may be accomplished now in about five days, so that
a total of three weeks would allow at least ten days to
be spent in the United States.

When I was in ¥ashingtom, the President apake
most enthusiastlieally of his desirs to receive Your Ma-
Jesties and suggested at the same time that u trip through

the Eastern Seaboard might prove of interest,

His ¥ajesty
fing Leopold III.



1 shall be glad to discuss the details at any
time and with whomever Your Yajesty may designate, and
venture to express the hops that the trip be not regarded
as an impossibility without consideratisn of several alter-
natives, As the accomplishment of this visit of state
would be such a happy cecasion far our nation and as Tour
Unjesties have hean so gracious as to say that the idea
commended itself to You, I trust that one of the altarna-
tives may prove feasihle,

I am, with great respect,

Your Majesty's humble servant,

DAVE H. MORRIS



ADDRESS FFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO e
THE SECRETARY OF STATE s
WARHINGTON, B, €.

“ A S
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON
In reply refer to
PC 811.001 Roosevelt, F.D./266° August 21, 1935

My dear Mr. Forster:

Pursuant to previous correspondence and our con-
versation over the telephone concerning the loss or
miscarriage of a letter from the President to the King
of the Belgians relative to the removal of the remains
of Father Damien from the Island of Molokal to Belgiunm,
I am now sending to you for your information and the
files of your office copy of a telegram which has been
sent to the American Ambassador at Brussels and coDy
of a letter on the subject which has been sent to the
Secretary of the Interior.

Sincerely yours,

Enclosures;
To American Ambassadgf,
Brussels;
To Secretary of th
Interior.

Mr. Rudolph Forster,
Executive Clerk to the President,

The White House.



Aepartment of State

&»

e ARl SIS
DIVISION |

ENCLOSURE

Letter drafted ... A SR Ll

ADDRESSED TO

Mr. Rudolph Forster . .

# WTICR 1081 11038



COPY OF TELEGRAM

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

August 17, 1935, 2 p.m.

AMEMBASSY,
BRUSSELS (BELGIUM)

Your 82, July 320, for the President.

Inform Hie ¥ajesty that the President received
his letter of February twelfth with much pleasure and
at once replied that he would be happy to see that the
American Government lend every assistance within its
province looking to the transfer of the remains from
Molokai to Belgium. The President's letter was
despatched in the open mail through which channel His
Majesty's letter was received. The Yhite House le now
making an investigation with regard to the mailing the
President's letter. Steps have been taken with the
proper officials of the Government to see what cen be
done in carrying out King Leopold's wishes and in the
meantime you might obtain from the Belgien anthorities
sugzestione which might be helpful to this Government.

HULL.

any



COPY

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

August 19, 1835.

My dear Mr. Secretary:

I am sending to you herewith copy of a letter from
the King of the Belgians to the President ssking on
behalf of the Fathers of the Sacred Heart of Belgium
his personal assistance in effecting the removal of the
remains of Father Damien to Belgium.

As you know, this saintly priest gave his 1life to
the care of those isolated in the leper colony at
Molokal where he himself died from the disease in 1889
and was buried near the church of Kalawao.

It is the President's wigh that the proper offi-
clale of your Department immediately get in touch with
the authorities of Hawail and ascertain what steps can
2t once be taken looking to the transfer of the remains

of Father Damien to Belgium.

The Honorable of
Harold L. Ickes,

Becretary of the Interior,

Washington, D. C.



Of couree, all expenses incurred in connection
with this matter will be borne in Belgium.

In view of the delay csused by miscarriage of the
President's reply to King Leopold's letter, he is ex-
tremely anxious to receive at the earliest moment any
sugzestion as to the course to be pursued in carrying
out His Majesty's wishes in having Father Damien's
body disinterred and shipped to his native land.

Thanking you on behalf of the President for all
that you may do in this matter, I am

Yery sincerely yours,

CORDELL HULL.

Enclosure:
From King Leopold.



AMERICAN LEGATION,
(Clingendaal,
den Haag.

[TEL. 774104 ]
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AMBASSADE DE BELGIQUE




AMBASSADE DE BELGIQUE
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AMBASSADE DE BELGIQUE



A

Bruasels, November 15, 1535,

iy desr Franklin,

I feel I rmst let you know vhat s very happy last waak-
end we had hers when your good frisnds snd admirers, kr. end
lrs, Thomas J, Woteon stayed with us. It wes a Joy as well
ps & comfort to hear him analyse brilllantly the situation at
home. No wonder iall Street is bétting ten to ome on you and
no takers, 1 &m very heppy he is with us heert and soul because
the President of much an important organizetion es International
Pusiness lMachines Corporation must not only be a man of
importance per se but also a person of tried intelligence and
wide experisnce, He is bearing you meny messages from us, snd
may I emphasize the one that you ocan always count ocn me to
cooperate in every way with you. The only regret I have in
being your Ambassador here is that I am deprived of perscnal
contact with you., Don't heasitate to call on me if I can be of
service.

Admiringly and effsctionately,

Yours as ever

The Honormnble Fromklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House,
ihshingm, Dele



ersona oni’ L

Brussels, Belgium
December 26, 1935.

My dear Frankling
This 1s just & line to thank you for your
greetings ana to wish you the best of luck in the coming year.
The way you handle the many problems which
come up all the time and your polse and courage are examples
we all admire and envy. Do not have any doubts about the
future: it is safe in the laps of the Gods.

Whenever any of our Wall Street friends
g8t busy and write me all about how they feel, I tell them
that for argument’s sake I aamit everything. Now, please
gElve a program and the man to carry it out} and I receive
no reply. Which reminds me: I have almost committed both
you and me to subseribing towards a fund to nominate your
admiring friend Hoover, For how much shall I put you down?

Is there anything I can do for you person-
ally? Always reel free to call on me in any capacity. I
miss you all very much; that is my orly regret in being here
so far away but I am happy that the Embassy has had a fine
record and I hope you are pleased also,.

AfTectionately and admiringly

Dave Hennen Morris



copy
PALALS de BRUXELLES

22 January 1936

My dear President and Friend,

I am most grateful to you for having so kindly
considered my request asking you to take & personal in-
terest in the transfer of the remains of Father Damien
to Belgium.

It is owing to your powerful intervention alone
that the ardent desire of Belpium has been fulfilled,

I wish to express to you, on behslf of my country
and my own, my most affectionate thanks for this new token
of friendship.

Believe me your affectionate

LEOPOLD

To the Hon. Franklin Roosewvelt.
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April 17, 1938,
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ASs ever yours,



Brussels, April 1, 1336

PERSOMAL

My dear Franklin:

There arrived by poush last week an anvelopa
from "The White Youse, registered” and addressed to me
in a handwriting which looked much like yours., I
looked it over carefully, wondering what message it
contained! These are war-scare days: The President
is writing direotly to me. 1I= he sending me on special
mission? Does he wish me in Washington for consulta-
tion, temporarily or permanently? After enjoying many
emotions, I opened the missive and read a charming letter
from your admiring friend, T. Jefferson Newbold., Ee
told me all about his steay with you, how full of good
spirits you are, and how well you look, Hurrah!

Unless the unforeseen happens, I shall spend
July and August in Bar Harbor, for which I trust T hava

your blessing. If you wish especially to see me during

The Honorable
Franklin D. Hoosevelt,
The White House,
Washington.



the last week of June upon my arrival in New York, you
will have to "order" me to the White House; otherwise

I shall not venture te ask for an official reception,
because I imagine you may be busy with matters only in-
directly connected with business of Stata.

Emily Hammond wrote us of her delightful visit
with you and Zleanor. How is it that these black Repub-
licans allow their wives in such dangerous places?

And, speaking of this tribe, I hesar my son-in-
law, Mills, President of the Discount Corporation (that
brilliant combination of all the Presidents of tha Big
Banks in Wall Street), actually accepted the invitation
of your Treasury to discuss the terms of the last issue
with the 3ecretary. Of course that is why it was such
& success, But please do not steal him away from your
Horgan friends, unless you will agree to pay him a salary
of six figﬁrun.

It 1s cheering to have such good reports from
Tom Watsony he too says you are looking well and that
business is picking up everywhere.

If you have any special plans for me this summer

or next winter, please let me lmow them now, so I can Zot



soclimeted meanwhile and gilve you intelligent co-
operaticn.

Things are pretty tioklish over here but I
believe thers will be no war this year, I had an in-
teresting luncheon yesterday with the brilliant, loyal
and sound Prime Minister, I am forwarding to the
State Department a résumé of what he said,

It i3 too bad my Military Attaché has been
transferred a year ago to Gensva for the benefit of
tha Disarmament Couneil because now is the time of all
others when he should be on the firing line here. 1
did all I could to get him back, but failed. Red tape
ceme out on top as usual,

Uy best to you all,

Affecticnately yours,
M L ’

r
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:F]qui-.a tie Brurelles

Le 30 mai 1936.

Fiddéle & une tradition qui lui est
chére, la Belgique fleurit aujourd'hui
les tombes des soldats des Etats-Unis
tombés sur son sol pendant la grande
guerre.

Je m'associe de tout coeur & ce
devoir sacré. Je renouvelle A cette
occasion & la Nation américaine 1le
témoignage de la profonde reconnaissance

et de l'amitié du Peuple belge.




DAVE H. MORRIS P g .
BAR HARBOR % >oe] o

MAINE
COMFIDENTTAL ;'_
i.,{.'::‘.:\-\nﬁgm 25, 193¢
The Honorable Framklin D, Roosevelt,
The Whiie Housp, ,e- e
'Hh-a’.nﬂgn. b . e
b, o,
Dear ‘?ﬂnﬂim
Furiher replying to your request through Henry
Mongentheu for my opimion in regard 45 +he Burepgan situation
You may be interested 4o know that I made ssme inguiries through
my famdly and business commectione im Wall Sirget end +hot last
night I recelived the following teolezraphle information which T
pass on for yhet it ie worth, and ihis I do chiefly btecuuse of
the importance of iis source, The informetior is “hat ng owe really
knows anyihing and that the underlying fear sgems %7 be that the
Spanish troubles may spread i France or Italy nnd that the really
dangerous present situation is e guestion ms 4o whether or rot ihe

Spanish events are not clouding the resl conditions in France,

Yours ee over,

REL. .



=1

PERSO & CON

(Jhe Ambassador

PARK AVENUE

Illl. IluL' ::r.f Bi%1 TO S2%F BTREETS
'~ ﬁﬁ NEW YORK
o AP
POy sy e \b September 12, 1936

Dear Franklin;

It was lovely seeing you again: I am very happy
to find you so well and confident., There is no doubt in
my mind about your re-election, I enjoyed having your
son John with me on the train to N, Y.

I went to Mt. Kisco to see Jesse., He spoke
beautifully about you and 1s dreaming of taking up work
again in your second term, Mrs,., Straus showed me your
¢ omprehending letter to her. She 1s very,very grateful
for it and will always treasure it.

Please bear in mind that I am more than glad to
carry out Tom Watson's suggestion for me to do anything
you think will be helpful. Feel free to call on me in any
way, either for temporary Jjobs or a permanent one. May
I repeat that I really want you to take advantage of the
knowledge that I wish to return for keeps to USA next
winter or at least by next spring, so that you may

plan accordingly.
I leave with Bill Bullitt and

Grenville Emmett on the Washington, Sept. 23rd next.

/!

Affectionately yours ]
\
(Dave H, Morris)



e e ——
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Brussels

Now, €, 1038,

Parso Constidential

My dear Franklin;-

. I have cabled and written you my congratula-
tions, so I shall now only confirm them and add that when I
Jjokingly mentloned worrying beceuse"it was not unanimous®, I
really had no idea at that time how nearly 100§ the electoral
vote would be, It is a megnificent personal triumph. Every-
where 1t is so proclaimed. I am happy here hasking In rar1éct-
ed glory. Hdrrnh.

And now écad friend and "most powerful man

in all the world", what service may I perform for you next?
It has been a pleasure to represant you in this dear little
country where you are so loved and adrmired (and thanks to my
good stars I have made no break so far) but I feel I should go
back to USA by next spring to reside thers permanently. How-
ever nothing would please me more than to cnnt;nua working with
you; so if you would like me near you next year, I hope you
will give ms that privilege. As I told you last summer, Lhe
elaims on me are many that I return to my Macy and other Foun-
dations, but I should appreclate from you first a public sign
of approval before I do so. Can you not then call me home to
work with you personally or for you during a short period of
time Ilnstead of my just returning and retiring next spring?
rerhaps I could take on a Cabinet position temporarily until
you find just the man you want for the permanent job. OF
coursze T dont wish to do anything that might embarrass you so
I hope that before any declsion 1s reached by elther of us, you

will give me your views and make such suggestlons as may oc-
aTn

ﬁ
Y -]



cur to you, Thers 1s no immediate haste m=z far as T anm
concerned but 1t seems best to have you know what 1= in my
mind end heart so you can plan at your convenlence.
Alfectionately as ever
)

¥
Dave Mennen Morris

P, 8. Ir you reply by wire, please use guarded language

so that no one will understand except you and me, Ntherwlsa

my position would become alfilcult.

To The Yon. Franklin D. ®oozevelt

The White House

— s SR e o T % =y



WV DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTOMN i

In reply refer to
WE 811,001 Roosevelt, F.D,/4383 November 16, 1936

¥y dear Mr. MeIntyre:

I transmit herewlth copy of a note received
from the Belgian Ambassador in this city, congratulat-
ing the President on his reelection. I feel sure he
willl be pleased to mee it.

4 copy of the Department's reply to the Ambassa-
dor's message is also enclosed.

Bincerely yours,

{/L ({9‘ ze A e )J’ P2 B

Acting Becretary.

Enclosure!

From Belgian Embassy,

November 5, 1938, in

translation,

Copy of Department's reply.
The Honorable

Marvin H. MoIntyre,
Beoretary to the President,

The White House,



Y
department of State

BNEAL | “

oSN |
ENCLOSURE
o

Letier drafied 11-11-38
sMEEEESSED To
The Honorable
Marvin H. McIntyre,

gecretary to the
President,

The White House.



1938

Lzoellenoyt

:mnﬁmmmnm
of Your Excellency’s kind mote No. 4108 of Hoves
per 5, 1036, and I bag to inform Your Excellency
m::mmmuumdtnmdn
to the President.

mmmuumunﬂ

His Exoellesnay
Count Aobert van der ftratem—/onthoz,

Belglan Adbassador,

811,001 Foosevels, ¥.D. /4382



EMBASSY OF BELGIUM Washington,
D. 4969 November 5, 1936,
No. 4108

Mr, Seoratnry of State:

Pureuant to instruetions from my Goverrment, I have
the honor to request Your Excellency to be so good as to
transmit to His Excellency, ¥r. Roosevelt, sincere con-
gretulations ofi the Presidential election, which keeps
him st the hesd of the Republic of the United States of
America,

The brillient success of the President in the States
of the Union is ebsolute proof of the whole nation's
admiration for him.

The Belgisn people assoolntes itself profoundly
with the homege which ha® just been rendered to him, and
I am gled of the agreeable mission which has been entrusted
to me of giving sesursnce thereof to the imerican people.

It is with enthusiasmy Mr, Secretnry of State, that
1 aveil myself of the opportunity which is given %o me
to offer to Your Excellency my personal felieitetions and
the expression of my highest consideration.

V. STRATEN

To His Excellency,

Mister the Seoretn of State
D-pnrtn:n nfritniu, :

Washington,
TriEBCIHMH!SS 11/7



Brussels, Jonuary 16, 1537.

Dear lir. President,

In conformity with the customary procedure
when the Chief Exeocutive is re-elected, I have the
honor to tender my resignation as Armbassader to Bel-
giun ond Minister to Luxemburg, to take effect at
your pleasure. In this conneetion, you may perhaps
desire to refer to my letter of llovember 9, 1536,

sent to you personally through the lkindness of liss

Faithfully yours, :

e -

?.-h-l. V';f) W A, { Wi, /ﬂ'x-’.-,._;" p ‘ﬁ?u/

LﬁHﬂIlﬂf

The Honorable
Franklin D. Roosavelt
The hite House

Weshington



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Pebruary 27, 1837.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF BTATE

FOR YOUR CONFIDENTIAL
INFORMATION, PLEASE RETURN.

F. D. R



Brusasels, February 19, 1937

PERSONAL

My dear Franklin:

Fany thanks for your letter of the
2nd, My "Bride" 1s convalescing steadily though very
slowly, If I could only take her away from this cli-
mate to the Riviera, she would soon be well, but the
dangers of transportation at present are too great
to risk; so here we shall stay until the spring, Your
sympathy 1s deerly arpreciated by us hoth and we thank
you for 1ts friendly expression,

You are lovely as ever to write me so
frankly and T am sure you must lmow how ruch I value
your confidence, It is easy to believe you are"working
day and night during this dAifficult perlod of uncertein-
ty which may last months", and my only regret is that
I am doing nothing to be of service to you, But please
realize that T understand in general your problems and
the pressure from all sides and that I shall be happy
to stand by in case I ever can be usaeful,

From our recent correspondence I ga=-
ther 1t will he satisfactory for me to stay over here
until I go to see you in Washington during April or
May at whieh time let us hope the Reorganization Bill
wlll be law and the doubts wvou wrilte about will have
cleared up.

Later on I may ask you to send for me
officlally so that there wlll be no need to secure a
leave of absence from the State Department, but on the
contrary I shall be "detalled to you for consultation,”

I hope you alsc received that Hodak
of your grandechildren and mine and the goat in the woods
of "eatchester County; 1t made me homesick for them,

Affectionately as ever,

r

Franklin D, Roosevelt,
President of the Tnited States,
The White House,
Washington D.C,

DHL /AD,



DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

~) April 13, 1937.
e
\/\" A .
My dear Mr, President:
In accordance with your request,
I am submitting herewith a suggested letter

for you to send to Mr. Morris.

Faithfully yours,

~ Codauen

TTVeE frow Mr. Borris
to :ﬁa gg]:si&mt?r

The President,
The White House.
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which compliance with your r uest would
Trender necessary, I find it ﬂpunlb.‘l.-. to my

to have your resignation become effective im-
mediately after that time.

I shall look forward to seeing you early
in June.

Affectionately yours,



Wurch 1a, 1845

Personal and
Confidentisl

¥y dear Frankling

Tamin a oit of a jam and need youar help. Here 1s
the trouple: (1) The Prime Minister is going to see you next
June and he hags ssked me to pe with blm In USA at that time;

(£) ofricials at the Tniversity of Chent have told
me convidentially that I ae to recelve an honorary degre: at
the opening exercises ln early fOctober.

Because of these two situatlons 1t would appaar
awkward, to put it mildly,if on those occaslons I were &n
#Ex-pmoassador®; thereiore would it upset your plans IT jyou
postponed acceptance of my resignaticn until next October?
Moreover to awalt until then would permit of my saylng gocd-bDye
here next fall in the usual protocolair manner thus leaving only
the proper lmpressions in the community.

At last my Brlde is getting over the after eflescts
of that attack of oronchisl pneumonia, but until she no longer
coughs up purulent phlegm the Doctor will not permlt her to go
put, We still have rain, snow und sleet most of the tlme,

I am sorry I am not with you durlng these trylng
times, My vest to you all.

AlTectionatel, as ever
Dave Hennen Morris
To The Honorable
Franklin D. Roosevelt
The white House,



v EMBASSY OF THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA -
Brussela, April 27,1937 !/

Dear Misa Le Hand:

I am enclosing you a stamp of each
denomination of the new issue that has just come out
in Belgium showing the late Queen Astrid and her son
the Prince Baudouln, Please present them to the Preasident
with my best wishes,

Mrs, Morris and I are 1eaving on the Kf
Manhattan, salling from Havre on May 7th, soc I shall
hope to see you by the end of next mnnth.

For your personal information only,
which of course includes goasip with the President,
it may intereat you tb lnow that Pullitt is coming
on from Paris by automobile to take dinner with me to-
morrow night, I am having tha Prime Minister also,
This 1little dinner "2 trois" should be intereating to
us three at lemst i1f not to anvybody else,

Kindeat regarda to all good friends,

Yours as ever,

kiss Marguerite Le Hand,
The Whlte House,
Washington D.C.

DHI /AD,
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17 . 2.mMUE DES DEUX ESLIBES
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Dear lr.Conway,

I thank you for your kind letter of Lay
28th.and have been very glad to meet you in Brussels.

Please find herewith some figures concerning the
U.S8.A.-Belgo-Luxembourg trade.

You are kind enough to ask my advice about the
general trade problem,

1 feel strongly that the international trade must
be taken in its all,One ought to consider more the general
result of a particular policy,for all countries,than the
particular results as regards one country.

I think that U.S..i. in following & more liberal
economic policy,serve not only the world trade,but grant a
particularly important help to the worlds pence,

Yours sincerely

s

kir.Carle C.Conwa
Hotel Ritz
Place Vend8ue
Paria,
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U.S.A.=Belgian trade,since the Commercial Agreement of Febr,I935
between U,5.A, and the Belgo-Luxembourg Unionm.

o

According the belgian statistios,the commercial trade U.S5.A.-
Belgium,amounts for 1934 and 1936 to the following figures:

U.S.A.dmports in Belgiup-Luxembours

1934 6.897.953 metric tons for a value of I.003,783.000 frecs,.
1936 7.3‘?9.954 " " L - " " I-E‘IE-?I‘-WD fros.

ghowing an increase for 1936,0f 472,951 metric tons and a increas
of 508,931,000 ffcs,.(say 7 % in weight,and 50 % in value,)

Belgzo-Luxepburg dmports In U.S.0.

1934 3.152.130 metric tons for a value of 616,497.000 frcs.
1836 7.838,5601 L " ¥ . ¥ " 1.572,057,.,000 frce.

showing an increase,for 1936,0f 4,606,371 metric tons,and

a 1nur?ase of 955,561.000 Tres,.(say I48 % in weight and I55 ﬁ in
value,

The commercial trade between these twb countries marks thus a
important improvement from IS534 to I834.
This improvement #&s,for the greatest part;the result of the
coiﬁerﬂial agreement and the ameliorstion of the economic situation
in the U,8.A.

The belgo-luxemburg Unions iwports in U,8..i, have more
improved in weight and value than the U.8...imports in the Belgo-Luxenb
Union.Practically,the commercial balance is now in equilibrium,

To be noted that an improvement of 472.95I metric tons of
U.S.A.imports in the Union,shows an improvement of 508,.9351.000 fres.
In the other way,an improvement of 4,.686.37I metric tons of Belgo-

Luxemburg imports in U.S... shows a value iumproveuent of no more than
9556.561.000 fros.

The inorease of Belglan exports to W.5.A. 1A for the largest
part due to mass-products,while the increase of the U.S.A.exports to
Belgium id due to quality products,containing more skilled labour.
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Note 2.

According to the League of Nations ilonthly Bulletin of statistics
the gold value of world trade,in march I937,was I2,6 per cent higher
than in February I937,and about 24 per cent ﬁighar than in larch I936,

The gold value for the first quarter of I937 was IB per cent
higher than for the first quarter of I936,and 2,5 per cent higher than
for the last quarter of I936,This is the iirat {ime ror many years
that the gold value during the first quarter of a year was higher tnan

that of the preceeding quarter.

Almost all the more important trading o untries have partici-
-pated in the revival in total trade.Judging from the gold value of
imports in the first quarter of I937,compared with the scme quarter
of 1936,imports increased most in the U.8.iA.-by almost 40 per cent.

- in 1tel by 32 per cent,,in China,Japan,Belgium and Canada,by about
30 per cent,in Switzeland and France by I9 per cent,in Cgechoslovakia
hg 17,6 per cent,in Holland by about 16 per cent,in Sweden by about
I5 per cent,in the United Kingdom hz I3Per cent,and in Ausiralia by
I0 per cent,The igorease of imports into Germany was only 3,4 per cent
while those into iustralia dropped by I per cent,and those into Idaly

by 4,5 per cent.

The gold wvalue of exports,comparing again the firts quarter

of I937 with the same quarter of 1936, was more than I00 per cent
greater Bor Argentina,and 67 per cent fnr Italy.There mas likewise
& considerable increase of exports from China— 44 per cent,India - 33
per cent,Belgium-30 per cent,Holland-27 per cent,The U.S5.A.-24 per
cent,Canada-23 per ﬂent,czeuﬁoﬂlovakia Sweden and Japan about 20
per cent,The increase for Germany was % per cent,for the United
Eingdom and Australia I2,5 per cent.France shows a slight increase of
I per cent,and Switzerland a decrease of about 4 per cent,



Hote 3.

Belgo-Luxemburg Undon dmports in H.S.4.
Inore#ge in value: 955,661,000 fros,

Stone works (precious stones) 27 %
Textile industry products 24 %
lietal and metallic products II %
Vegetable products I0 %
ligneral products 8,4
Chemiocazl products 7%
Animal products 7%

Increase in wellght: 468.63I metric tons

lineral products 55 %
Chemical products I8 %
letal and metallic products I4 %

F
Vegetable products i1 §
Textile industry products 5 %
Animal products 0,5
Stone products 0,2

Increase in value:

liotorcars

Mineral preoducts
liachines and mechanieals
Food and wooden products
Food industries products
Chemioal products

Paper

oo
koo o e

[ R ——
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Increase 1in weight:

I)iineral products

2) Wood and wooden products
3) Chemicals produsts

4) Paper

5 )liotorocars

6§ /Food industries products
7 Jliachines and mechanioals

.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

FOR PREPARATICN OF REPLY
FOR MY SIGNATURE.

F. D. R.



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

THE UNDER SECRETARY e &

June 25, 1937

Dear Mr. Secretary:
I am attaching herewith the memorandum of which
I spoke on the telephone and which you may care to
take up with the President before you return to Washing-
ton. I am making this suggestion only because I
realize that the President will be cccupied with so
many matters on Monday that it may be easier for him
to congider the points contained in this memorandum

while he ig still at Jefferson Island.

>

U sW:1dJ



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

THE UNDERSECRETARY

Conversation. June 35, 1937.

At Mr. Van Zeeland's suggestion and in order to avold
publicity, I went this morning to the Belgian Embassy, where
I talked with the Prime Minister for about an hour.

The Prime Minister covered about the same field of
discussion which he covered in hie conversations with the
Becretary of 8tate on Thursday.

Mr. Van Zeeland told me that it appeared to him that
there were now two alternatives before him: (1) to return
to Europe and advise the French and British Governmentsr
that the Government of the United States was disposed to
cooperate in every feasible manner in the field of limita-
tion of armaments; to cooperate with the Governments of
Europe which were prepared to go along with it in the trade
policy initiated and proclaimed by the United States; and,
finally, to cooperate in measures tending towards financial
stabllization such as those already embodied in the tri-
partite understanding. Mr. Van Zeeland said that, while
the assurances which he could give along these lines would
be encouraging, all these facts as to the attitude of the
United States were already known and appreciated in London
and in Paris, and it could hardly be assumed that any
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practical results would be forthcoming as a conseguence
of his vieit to the United States.

He sald, and in this opinion I strongly concurred,
that i1t would hardly be possible for the peoples in
Europe as well as on this continent to maintain very much
longer unimpaired their faith in the principles which
his government and our government were supporting unless
the peoples began to believe that these principles were
productive of concrete achievement.

The second alternative, he said, was for him teo
take with him a definite program, which he formulated
elong these lines:

(a) A meeting in the immediate future of representa-
tives of the Governments of the United States, Great
Britain, France, Belgium, Holland and Switzerland - in
other words, the nations now supporting the principles
embodied in the tripartite agreement - for the purpose
of considering and agreeing upon certain stepe which they
might jointly or simultaneously take in order to advance
disarmament, monetary stabllization, and the furtherance
of the United States liberal trade policy. He emphasized
that this meeting should be entirely informal and that
it should be publicly understood that these representa-

tives were meeting with no prior commitments and for the
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geole purpose of agreeing upon a program which would be
open to the adherence of every nation of the world. On
the disarmament question, he felt that an agreement
could there be found which would involve the commitment
on the part of the nations represented to refrain from
bombing from the air. In the field of a liberal trade
program, he felt that an agreement could be found for
the extension and development of the policies already

i pursued by Belgium and the United 8tates and he envisaged
the possibility that some multilateral agreement in the
nature of the Oslo agreement might be had. In the
field of monetary stabilization, he felt that probably
the six nations represented had already gone as far as
they could under present conditions, but that it might
be possible to find ways and means of going further.

I stated to Mr. Van Zeeland that it seemed to me
that should such a meeting be possible from the standpoint
of this Government, two conditions precedent were indis-
pensable prerequisites: First, the positive engagement
on the part of the United Kingdom that she would join
with the United States by act and nogfky word in the
reciprocal trade program and, second, that any such
meeting would appear to me not only to be futile but

even dangerous, because of the disillusion which ite



failure would occasion, unless the governments taking
part in such an exchange of views had definitely agreed
through diplomatic channels beforehand upon certain con-
crete steps which could be formally confirmed at the
sugzested meeting.

The Prime Minieter esaid that he was entirely in
accord with thie point of view.

As & second future step, the Prime Minister said
that he would urge, once an agreement had been found at
the suggested meeting, that the agreements there formu-
lated be comminicated to certain other powers and in
particular Germany and Italy, in order that a second in-
formal meeting might be had at which the original six
nations would be represented together with representatives
of the other powers which might be later determined upon.

I asked the Prime Minister what specific steps he
had in mind as those which could be taken at this second
meeting. As to this phase ofthe problem he said he could
hardly venture to prophesy. He told me, however, of the
conversations had, both by himeelf and by his represen-
tatives, in Germany and in Italy and expressed a very
great measure of optimism as to the attitude which those

governments would probably adopt, particularly if they



saw a reasonable chance that such agreements opened the
way to more normal trade between their countries and the
rest of the world,

At this point Mr. Van Zeeland said that he recog-
nized fully that the general agsumption in the United
S8tates was that credite from the United States would be
required before Germany and Italy could be persuaded to
terminate theilr present a.ut?éh.ia system. He said that
he was confident that this was not the case. He ex-
pressed the belief that the minute that some broad ad-
vance could be made in Furope towards the achievement
of a normal flow of trade between countries, and the
minute confidence began to return that disarmament and
peace were within the grasp of Europe, capital which had
now taken flight from Europe would return and that all
the credits which might be necessary to ease Germany and
Italy tarough the transition period would be available
from European sources. He said, of course, that this
did not imply that private American capital should not
have equal opportunity for investment should it be de-
sired, but that it was by no means required.

I purposely refrain from making this memorandum
any longer for I feel sure Mr., Van Zeeland has covered

the whole field in considerzble detail with the President
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and with the Secretary of State. In view, however, of
the fact that Mr. Van Zeeland will only bte in Washington
next Tuesday and will be sailing immediately thereafter
on his return trip to Europe, I venture to suggest that
the President and yourself may wish to consider making
two decisions before Mr. Van Zeeland returns on Tuesday.

1. Whether it would not be highly desirable for
some statement to be issued by the President and by Mr.
Van Zeeland which, without going into details, might yet
strike a note of optimism and indicate that Mr. Van
Zeeland's vieit here has been productive of more than a
mere giving and receiving of informatlion.

3. The confidential expression to Mr., Van Zeeland
of the willingness of this Government to have a representa-
tive attend the preliminary meeting of the representatives
of the countries now in the monetary agreement suggested
provided the two conditions precedent above mentioned have
been met, with the understanding that the people of this
country will be given clearly to understand that the sole
purpose of the meeting is to discuse the ways and means of
advancing military and economic disarmament, and that this
Government would not participate in the discuseion of any

point upon the agenda of a directly political nature.
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Mr, Van Zeeland told me confidentially,and eaid
he could not recall whether he had mentioned this to
the President and to the Secretary of State, that he
had cabled to London since his arrival in Washington
etating that he would stop in London on his return to
Brussele in order to confer with Mr. Chamberlain and

'ith Hr. mmi

—



opie,

Palais de Bruxelles, 21 juillet 1937,

Mon cher Premier Ministre,

Lorsqu'on réfléchit 4 1'état de désorganisation dans lequel
se trouve plongée 1'Humanité, un sentiment de profonde inquiétude
fait entrevoir 1'avenir sous un jour bien olLscur,

Ausai faut-il encourager avec force et conviction toute ten-
tative d'organisation, dont la poursuite peut 5lever 1'esprit vers
un idéel de soliderité humeine,

Cette considération ne souligne-t-elle pas 1'importance de la
mission que la Grande-Bretagne et la France ont confiée, par votre
intermédiaire,d la Belgique et qui dépasse largement les limites
qu'on lui attribue généralement, puisqu’elle peut mener jusqu'd la

recherche des £léments d'une organisation de 1'économie mondiale,

L'accueil que vous avez regu au-deld de 1'Atlantique est un
indice des bonnes dispositions des Etats-Unis d'Amérique envers
1'effort di 4 1'initistive de la Grande-Eretagne et de la France,
Ces trois Nations nous apportent ainsl le témoignage de leur désir
généreux de participer activement & 1'établissement d'un ordre

meilleur, que réclame le monde entier,

Monsieur Paul van Zeeland,
Premier Ministre,
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Le surcroit de travail que vous vous &tes imposé, en accep=
tant cette lourde téche, suscitera la gratitude de tous ceux qui en

comprennent le véritable but et qui en mesurent 1'immense portée,

Au mement od vous allez fixer les premlers résultats de vo-
tre enquéte, laissez-moi vous faire une suggestion : il serelt es-
sentiel, je pense, de provoguer la création d'un organisme d'étu-
des économiques, dont la valeur serait marquée par son triple ca-

ractére d'universalité, de premanence et d'indépendance,

Recherche des &éléments d'une organisation d& 1'économie
universelle, adaptation continve de cette organisation aux varia-
tions constantes des facteurs de 1'3conomie, tel serait 1'objet
des études de cette institution,

La science économique, essentiellement faite de vie, est
soumise au rythme de celle-ci et les problémes qu'elle pose ne
peuvent recevoir de solution immuable,

Enfin pour 8tre apte & remplir sa mission, 1'institution
envisagée devrait &tre aussi indépendante que possible des in-

fluences nationales,

11 est sans conteste fort difficile d'isoler le domaine
de 1'économie des contingences politiques, Mais c'est précisément
cette difficulté qui constitue le noeud du probléme dont vous etes
saisi et sur laquelle tous nos efforts doivent se concentrer,

Dans ces conditions, il serait capital que 1'institution

suggérée plit compter sur la collaboration des personnes qui- depar



le monde - connaissent le mieux 1'ensemble des questions se rap-
portant 4 1'industrie, au commerce, & 1'agriculture, 4 la finance,
au traveil, Ces personnes apporteraient leur concours, & raison de
leur compétence individuslle, et non pas en vertu d'un mandat.
L'abaissement des barriires douaiiires, pas plus qu'aucune
sutre mesure partielle, ne peut seul mettre un terme au désordre
qui menace la paix, Si nous voulons réellement écarter 1la guerre et
ramener les hommes 4 des sentiments plus pacifiques, il faut avoir
le courage d'envisager la question économique dams sa généralité
et de donner une solution aux grands problimes qui se dressent me-
nagants devant 1'Humanité entiire :
- la distribution des matiires premidres,- la distribution des
moyens d'échange,~ la répartition internationale du travail,- 1'é-

quilibre entre les nations spricoles et industrielles,ete,.

Je ne me fais pas illusion sur les difficultés que comporte
la réalisation d'un programme aussi étendu,

Toutefois, j'ei la conviction que le moment est favorable
pour la tenter et que nous pourrions espérer trouver, dans 1'accomp-
lissement de cet effort, non seulement le soutien de tous les Gou=
vernements, meis encore 1'approbation et 1'appui des grandes collec-
tivités sociales, religieuses et philanthropiques; en um mot, de
tous le hommes dont le coeur renferre un désir de compréhension et
de solidarité,

Nous ne pouvons nous le dissimuler, des groupements entiers

de la communauté humaine ne s'entendent plus,



51 un premier pas pouvait 8tre fait pour les rapprocher,
nous apporterions 4 1'Humanité et notamment 4 1'Orient = autre-
ment que par des mots - la preuve que 1'6ccident place, au-dessus
des préoccupations immédiatesd'ordre matériel, la force spiritu-
elle émanant d'un véritable sentiment de fraternité,

Croyez-moi, mon cher Premier Ministre,

votre dévoué,

(s) LEOPOLD,



Magust 25, 1937.

MEMOFANDUM FOR
THE UMLER SECRETARY JF STATE.

Will you please be good enough to see
that the enclosed letter is sent to the
King via the Asbassador?

M. He MlNTYRE
Secretary to the President

STATE - Let. to Leopole III, King of the Belglans, 8/25/37 -
copy in files.



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

Auguet 24, 1937

My dear Mr. President:
In accordance with the request con-
tained in your memorandum of August 23, I
am tranemitting herewith a suggested reply
for you to send to the King of the Belgians.
I belleve 1t highly desirable that you send
a reply in view of the nature of his letter
to you and in view of the efforts which
M. van Zeeland undertaking. f
Believe me

ajthfully yours, &\ (
) ‘,M, ;

The President,
The White House.



August 24, 19237
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DEPARTMENT OF S8TATE
WABHINGTON

August 17, 1937

My dear Ur, President:

At the request of the Belglan Ambassador I am
sending you herewith a manuscript letter addressed to
you by His Majesty the King of the Belgians. The
Ambassador states that this letter is in relation to
the missive addressed by the King on the 2lst of July
to Mr, van Zeeland.

The missive to which the Ambassador has refer-
ence is doubtless King Leopold's proposal for the
creation of an "Organism of Economic Studies".

Faithfully yours,

Copreedheas

Manuscript letter.

Enclosure:

The Fresident,
The White House.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON
%E reply refer to September 4, 1937

My dear Miss LeHand:

Wiith reference to the President's memorandum of
September 2, I am returning herewith the letter ad-
dressed to him by Premier van Zeeland of Belgium.

I do not believe that it calls for a reply from
the President, since it would appear to be merely =
cordial acknowledgment of a previous letter addressed
to the Premier by the President and an expression of
thanks for the hospitality extended by Mrs., Roosevelt.

Sincerely yours,

Z

rge T. Summerlin
Chief of Protocol

Enclosure:
From Premier van Zeeland,

July 31, 1937.

Miss Marguerite A. LeHand,

Personal Secretary to the President,

The White House.

S ——————
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

9/z0/a7
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESINENT

I de not know how this interesting letter
got in my possession but if you haven't seen

it you might be interessted.

M, H. o
raw ® aew



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 17, 1937,

This is a copy of a letter from
Mr. Heineman to King Leopold,



gire,

Au oours de la traversde que Je viens de falre, J'al pu réfléohir
encore au demier entretien que j'al eu l'honneur d'avoir aveo Votre
Majesté.

Je ne orols pas Btre indisoret en failsant part au Rol des
conclusions auxquelles ces riflexions m'ont amend.

Je me permets done de dire qu'k mon sentiment 11 est tris
gouhaitable que M. Van Zeeland econtinue d'exercer les fonections de Premler
Ministre, quelgue déeir qu'il ait de prendre un repos bien mérité.

Bn effet, sa démisslon auralt deux lnconvénients graves.

D'une part elle provoqueralt dans les ocirconstances actuelles des
gommentaires prd judiciables A son orddit, malgréd tous lestémolgnages
d'estime et de reconnalssance qu'il recueillerait au moment de sa retraite,
et son erdédit personnel dlit-il mBme rester intaet 11 n'aureit plus, cessant
d'ocouper dans son paye la eltuation éminente qu'il y tlent aujourd'hui,
la mBme autoritd ni les memes moyens d'investigation pour mener & bonne fin
la mission d'ordwe intemational dont il est chargd.

D'autre part, du point de vue de la palx intérieure en Belglque,
les divisions politigues s'accentueralent sl M, Van Zeeland - représentant
une politigue d'union nationale - étalt remplacé par un homme de purtl,
mBme déteminé & ne pas faire de la politique de parti, Spéeclalement e'il
g'aglssalt d'un socialiste il yaurait grand danger que des éléments modérds
ge rallient ilmprudemment au mouvement rexliste, auguel il seralt plues faelle
de falre suspecter les intentlons du Gouvemement et de falre souhalter un

gchangement de rdgime.

La confiance que le Parlement vient de marguer A M, Van Zeeland
1l'encouragera, )'‘spire, & persévérer dans les grundes tichee auxquelles

le Roi l1l'a appeléd.

Je prie Votre Ma)estd de vouleoir bien agréer les nouvelles
aggurances de mes sentiments respectusux, -



PSF Lied'cy 'l:l--I. e

London, lst Sept. 1937.

Dannie Heinemann Esq.,
28, Avenue Longchampe,
Bruxelles-Ixelles.

Dear Mr. Heinemann,

I have been staying longer in Holland than I thought.
This is the reason why I did not write earlier to you to thank you for your
very kind hospitalities and those extremely interesting days I spent with
you at Bruxelles.

I hope very much that I shall meet you on board the
"Empress of Britain" and I will lock out for you at Cherbourg. The Revd.
Professor Barry of Huntingdon Seminary where I stayed many months wrote te
me that he is sailing in the same ship. He is a very dear {riend of mine and
I hope it will not annoy you.

In the meanwhile, the political situation has become
very cloudy again and nobody can predict what will happenm. I have the
impression that the Cabinet, here, is again in a vacillating on account of
the Far-Eastern erisis, but I still have the hope that Jussolini through
his journey to Germany will have a moderating influence upon Hitler, although
outwardly it appears he is gdaying for high stakes.

I hope M. van Zeelande will get through his difficulties.
Tt would be a bad policy for Belgium if he had to resign at present.

Yours sincerely,

ﬂ%



THE WHITE HOUSE o
WASHINGTOMN ;

Mr, Davie is going to Bruseels to revresent thies oountry
at a meeting of the 3ignatories of the Nine Power Treaty .,
in reeponse to an invitation iseued by the Helgian Government.
The purpose of the conference ie in conformity with the
pledre made by the varties to the Nine “ower Treaty to have
full and frank exchanpre of views with regnrd to the Par
Zamtern situation. In the lanpuage of the invitation to
which thie Government 1s responding, the Powers will
examine the situation in the Par East and study a peace-
able meane of hastening an end of the regrettable confliot
which rrevailas there.

A8 I eald in wy radio broadoast on the evening of October
twelfth - "The purpose of thie conference will be to seek
by agreement a solution of the present situation in China,
In our efforts to find that solution, it is our purpose to
cooperate with the other Sigmatories to this Treaty, in-
¢luding China and Japan."”

Mr, Davis will enter the conference without any commit-
mente on the pvart of this Govemment,

Lated
E’et-f?-j;?'w

fm ; late &r
CKS - 4-7-49



DAVE H. MORRIS
IS EASBT FO'" BTREET THE 'I'IIHITF HBUE)L

Drc 25 12 0s PHY7
RECEIVED

December 24, 1937,

Desr Franklin,

I em encloelng you excerpt of a paragranh
from a letter I have just recelved from Brussels, fro=m
& well known dmerican banker there. It may be of in-
terest to you.

I am so sorry to see by the pecers that
Eleanor has flown to Seattle becauss of the illness
of your desughter Anna. I do hove it is nothing
werious and that ehe willl soon be well. I know
Elesnor will make the grandchildren very happy at
hristmas time and this will compensate yvou for
her abeence an thls feast day. Of course, I
bave a eneclal interest in these grandchildren
of yours &s they are full second cousins of my
Morris grandchildren. [oes not thet make the
grandfathers some relation to each other ?

Yours, as aver,

Encl. ]

To The Honorable
Franklin L. Hoosevelt
Toe White House

“lhiﬂstﬁnt Le [+5

Paraonal -



"T™e Pluance (ouncillor of the City of Berlin spent
yesterday with me here in Brussels. I told him my views very
frankly and he swallowed them gracefully without showlng any
eigne of indigeetion. 4lthough he occunles a high rank 4n
the Nazi organizetion (he wears a black uniform, but not over
here) he is also of the oninion that the present position will
not be ever-lasting. But he made ng prophecy ae to the exmct
date when it will end. He thinks the Mlrer is not mentally
gquite normal.
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