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MEMORANDUM
A Digest of Opinion of Norwegian Informed
Observers Bearing on European Outlook and
War Tendenciles,
General In Norwegian Government cireles it is generally
nion on
ex felt that the present tense European situstion will
ears,

be liguidated within the next two years, either through
statesmanship and diplomacy or by military forece,
This will be for two Teasons: first, all the lead-
ing European nations will have completed their arma-
ment within two years, thereby neutralizing the
advantage now held by the nations whose armaments are
more advanced than others; and second, it is held
here that beyond the next one and a half to two years,
the peoples of the variously heavily arming nations
will revolt against their Government's continued
exhausting taxation for armament purposes, They will
be no longer willing or sble to bear the burden, The
Governments are beginning to realize this, and 1t is
felt that serious thought will scon be given to prepara-
tions to meet the situation, This, barring & war in
the meantime, will cause these Governments, in self
interest, to seek round-table discussions towards
liquidating top-heavy armaments,

I beg to refer to my "Chart Showing Prices Paid

Intaresting
aws o

ons for Dynamite-Glycerine (in Norwegian Qurrency, 1884-1936)n

Manufacturin
Circles re- forwarded by me May 8, 1926, As then pointed out,

AT leanden=

cles, munitions manufacturing circles here regard this chart

as 8 "war-tendency barometer”, At date of my last

year's despatch, the price was approximately 130 gre

per kilo,



.

per kilo. At the turn of the year (1986-37) the price
had advanced sbove £ kroner, At this writing the price
is approximately 3 kromer, - & new high since the period
1918-19 - and not a ton available for purchase, Until
December it could be purchased with difficulty inm
Holland - but now, even that market is closed, Inecldsnt-
ally, the main Norwegian munitioms plant has two years'
supply on hand, at low coat, Munitions circles here
look for this situation to continue thus for at least
two years, They do not necesserily, however, look for
g war in the interim, barring consequential incidents,
Norwegian business and other informed circles hold

i1t will be difficult even to estimate what Britain's
not having maintained en adequate defense has cost her

In the aggregate cost over the past two years and the

next two years, it is held that Britein must include

financial acecmmodation and economie assistance to other

nations - sither to hold them as allies or hold them
off as potentiaml enemles, until Britain will have
attained her own adbquate strength in striking power,
This will all be part of the price she must pa¥.
Naturally she would like her friends and neighbors to
gontribute towards this "priee™ - but should they be
unable or unwilling to do so, she will have %o baar
the burden herself - ms her entire future iz at stake,
Heferring to my ocable of Deecamber 11, 1936, to the

Department, the following are excerpts:

nThe following comprises the British long-term

objeetive in foreign poliey: Britain aims asting in
capaclty



Germany :

Heported
Husso-German
cra on=
yersations,

-

capaoity of honest peace broker towards eventual
general European agreement envisaging German and Russian
participation. Immediate cbjeetive: to break up
Italo-Germaen combination through action favorable to
Italy (note: this was realized through subsequent
Mediterranean Pact)., In eonneetion therewith,
Vansittart's convietion gaining credence im high British
circles to effeet: Germany should be regarded as
Britain's potential aggressor; this warning has

regard to British and German relative ermed positions,
whereby estimated peaks are attainable in two years

end eighteen months respectively., British aim to bleek

Garmany's inereasing alliances to south and west, thus
hoping to get Germany eventually intoc general agree-
ment - also to block Italy's grebbing bases near
Gibral tar,™

As regards Britain's holding off Germany until
she can rearm, Norwegian circles see BEritain now
apprehensively looking at the German eccnomiec situation
with & view to conceiving means to avert a breakdown
and explosion,

Generally viewed, the Spartan spirit has entirely
replaged the Athenian, which faet works for the
disadvantege of all Burope, In other words, a
thoroughly military-minded generation temnds to create
a situation seething with potential repercussions.

Refarring to my ocable of December 19, 1936, to the

Department, the following are excerpts:
"Raliable sources inform me secret German-Russian

eonversations taking place envisaging ecoperation at
priece of neutralization of Polish and Japanese fronts,

This means Germany not to assist Japan against Russia
and
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and Russia not to assist Poland or France against
Germany. PBritish eireles eonserned lest this lead
to war through Germany's getting free hand, Under-
stand Russia would be prepared to tear up recent

agreements if Germeny would do likewise., BSueh
arrangements would indieate Voroshilov's aims over-
shadowing Litvinov's objeetives, Though indlecations

area reported to be of sufficiently definite character

to eause apprehension in Secandinevian end British
high eireles, like all matters of such importance,
the reported plan is subjeect to change or abandonment
through terrifiec pressure which might be brought.™

Sinca early December, 1938, rumors regarding the
possibility of an eventual Russo-German rapprochement
have oome to me confidentially from four distinet sources:
quarters here identified with British, Finnish, Polish
and Germen high eireles, Differing somewhat perhaps
in detail, they nevertheless all point to the sams
possible outcome: an eventual Russc-German rapprochement,
I was at first inclined to classify information to
this affect, emanating from important and informed
Finnish and Polish communigants in Oslo, as home-
inspired, due to the geographie and politieal positions
of both these countries, and their possible desire
for foeussed sympathetie attention, I may add that
information from the foregoing sources was obtained
subsequent to that which wes transmitted to me by
eireles here close to the British,and which prompted
my above ocable of Degember 19th,

New, howsver, in the course of the past few days,
comes fresh information of the same character from
informed Norwegien observers known to me to be close

to
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to German governmental and banking cireles, These reports,
in effect point out that German high ecircles feel that all

indications point to Germany's being bottled up; she may

a tually to ecome to terms w sim,

Having brought the colonial question to the fore, while
stressing it as the paramount issue of the day, Termany finds

Britain blocking her every day at every turn. Although Hitler

would still go far towmsrds holding Britain's friendship, it
is conceivable, if present circumstances continue, that
Germany will have to resort to the mlternative of alliances

unsympathetie to these nations now in control of Germany's
former colonies., In this connection, some German cireles

ere reported as discussing quite openly mow the possibility
of a German break with Western Europe, and a new line-up with
Russia, They point to Stalin's growing tendeney to nationalize
Bolsheviem - to eonfine it within Russiean frontiers. They
ean foresee therefore & change in that system's complexion,
Anyway, Germany's hatred is directed against Bolshevism
solely, and not against Russia, It is conceivable that as

an emergency measure an economic-militery arrangement might
be effected, exclusive of mutual acceptance of the respective
political prineiples of the partiea, Besides, the Gensral
Etarffa of both eountries have long advocated an amiocable
tie-up on some basis, gside from political considerations,

In connection with the foregoing possibilities, informed
opinion here points out that any comnmeetion which might
eventuate between Germany and Russia, would be contingent
on what develops pelitieally in Russia., Thua, a strengthening
of the Russian Government's pesition would probably lead to
an amisable arrangement with i%, It 1s coneceivable, however,
that if the Russian Government's position weakens, the

.ﬂﬂrllhl might consider means of forcibly availing themselves
of



of Russian territories containing the raw materisls and grain

they need, Such action would be to a large extent influenced
by Poland's attitude, Quarters here have no definite opiniomn
regarding Poland's probable attitude in such eircumstances,
They feel, however, that Poland might be willing to throw

her support behind a German move, were she sufficiently
convinced of the likelihood of revolution within Russia result-
ing from an aggressive move against that country,

In this conneotion, a meeting of leading Swedish and
Norwegian shipowners recently took place here, The leading
Swedish representative expressed his opinion: %o the effect
that Germany would turnm to Russia in one capacity or another,
onees she was convinced Britein would or could do no more
for her. Moreover, his information led him to believe that
the Stalin Government was so unstable that a revelution
paralyzing a united defensive front would take place almost
instantly in the event of Germany'e taking esction against
Russia, Though Germany could never absorb Russia in the
long rum, her initial efforts would more than likely result
in oocupetion of the Ukraine, at least, without much
intensive fighting, and would afford Germany the opportunity
to reorganize Hussia along different lines, He added that
perhaps, after all, it would be better to let this coms
about,

Similar in general character were the observations
recently expressed to me by one of Norway's leading states-
men and by a prominent, well-informed officer of the
Norweglan Foreign Office, Both are regarded as intelligent
observers of international affairs, having importantly
participated at Geneva during reeent years,

The former observed in effect that Germany was in

inocreasingly



inereasingly precarious economiec straits, resulting in a
growing schism in leading industrial end political eireles,
The rate of concentretion eamp confinements hes markedly
inereased during the past several months, as & result of

a growing tendency toward recaleitrant public utterances,
The underlying politiecsl structure was weakening. It was
conceivable that as this weakened, the General Staff's hold
on the politieal situation would stremgthem, If this con-
tinued, we might look for a growing tendency towards a
military deal with Russia = irrespective of continued
politieal barking betwsen the two ecountries,

My cther above-mentioned informant (of the Norwegian
Toreign Office) referred to a conversation we had previously
had, bearing on the possibility of an agreement elither of
an aggressive or non-aggressive nature between Germany and
Russia, He believed that even the ocomplexitles of the
political-economie arena of modern Burcpe had not suceeeded
in dislodging Bismarek's influence from the minds of the
Cerman Gepneral Staff. It was more than possible that the
latter end the Russian Staff could find commen ground cn
which to make an agreement - and that they would both eon-
geivably welcome the opportunity, He then drew my attention
to an artiele which appeered in a recent edition of the
League of Nation's press orgen, ¢iting a discussion of
recent dete between a representative of an important French
conservative group and a Frenoh Government offieisl, 1In
effect, this discussion disclosed that in reply to the
former's question as why France had effected a repprochement
with Russia, and as to why M, Barthou, of all people,
should have been the one to advoecate it, the Government
offieial explained that M, Barthou had urged the agree-

ment for the simple reason thet it was, to his mind, the
only
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0 of preventing a Russo-German repprochsment,

Practised in the art of "war threats® and
muddying Eurcpean waters towards accomplishing his
sucoessive objectives, Hitler, since late December
has been pursuing a "pin-pricking" policy, with an
understanding with the "Gensral Staff®, not to go so
far es to ineur a major conflict., This intermediste
poliey is mimed at his long-term objective: economie
assistance and colonies,

Recent confidential reports indicate this
"pin-prieking® poliey continues, and can be looked

for to have an important bearing em the Spanish

situation, According to this information, the

General Staff has persuaded Hitler not to send more
troops to Spain, because from Germeny's standpoint
they consider it strategically advantageous to let
this Spanish confliet drag om through the summer,

It will provide an ever-ready spark when necessary -

an excuse always handy to throw a fire-brand inte
the powder barrel - and & constant menace %o the
allies, Beaides, this would mean & prolongation of
the presence of & body of soldiers in France's

rear - an annoyance envisaged in the "pin-pricking"™
poliey.

In conneetion with the guestion of eolonies, I

am confidentially informed as follows: Von Ribbentrop
hes been instructed to take up the @olonial matter
generally - but not to press the isasus,

Britain is adamant, and at present is determinsd
mot %o yield the colonies - under any circumstanges,

She plens to counter with an offer of raw

materials - but through the League. This plan entails

advising




advising Germany to establish purchasing buresus at
the required raw materiel points of origin throughout
the Colonies, 1In order to facilitate German purchases,
Britain is prepared to consider setting up a Leagus
ocredit and the removal of trade restrietions,

The foregoing offer, it is understood, will be
advanced on the basis of the following understanding:

a) Contingent on its fumetioning through the League,

b) Part of the price of a gencral European

sattlemsnt,

¢) It will involve no territorial changes,

Conclusion: In eonclusion, I might add that, taking into
Perscnal consideration the foregoing, it is my belief there

servations,
i are three important factors which should not be loast

sight of, in considering the Buropean outlock for
the naxt year:

a) The advent of another great war is not a
certainty., As a matter of faest, Hitler may be
compelled to change his poliey, for its economie
results are so unfavorable as to have considerably
weakened even Germany's poaition as a political
faetor. Both possible opponents and possible allies
are watching the economie development in Germany
with elose attention and are drawing their con-
clusions accordingly,

b) Probable realignment in Europe resulting
from Britain's approaching rearmed position,

¢) Britain's determined long-term objestive,

envisaging a gemeral European settlement,

A, J. Drexel Bidﬂ.lﬂ, JT,



0slo, May 18, 1937.

kiy dear Mr. President:

Words fail me in describing how happy and
proud I am over my appointment as Ambassador to Poland,
I am deeply sensible of the great honor which you have
conferred upon me through this appointment, and I take
great pride in the confidence which you have thus placed
in me. It is a real privilege for me to serve under
you, for whom I bear the most genuine affection and
profound admiration. Moreover, it is a source of deep
gratification to continue as part of your Administration,
whieh under yvour courageous, farseeing, and able
guidance, has so effectively coped with the greatest
problems that ever faced our Nation, Indeed, it is
both gratifying and stimulating for both Margaret and
myself to feel that we are members of your offiecial

family.
From the bottom of my heart I thank you, and

I assure you that I will do everything within my power
to justify the confidence which you have thus placed in

Faithfully yours,

The President,
The White House,
Washington, D.C,



June 3, 1937,

Dear Tony:i-

It 1s good to know that you are
proceeding tnlﬂarnnw and further that you
will soon comé over here. I am very happy
that all has gone so well and it will be
good to see you and Margaret.

Always sincerely,

Honorable Anthony J. Drexel Biddle, Jr.,
American Embassy,

Warsaw,

Poland.

E: 1 .c ¥ : o - .'-‘
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0Oslo, May 20, 1937,

My dear Mr, President:

Supplementing my letter of lay 18th, I hasten to
inform you that pursuant to a telephone conversation
between Bill Bullitt and John Cudahy in Paris and my=-
self here, we arranged, with the subsecuent approval
of the State Department, to meet in Paris for con-
sultations in respeet to Polish affairs, The results
of our numercus conferances were, to say the least,
extremely helpful to me, for I was thus enabled to
acquire first-hand from John Cudahy an intimate back-
ground of the situation, both of the past and present,
in Foland. Moreover, Bill enabled me to get a very
clear pieture as viewed both from Russia and Western
Europe. On one occasion, Bill very kindly invited the
Polish Ambassador to France, Mr, Jules Lukasiewicz, to
join our conference, This was slso very helpful, for
the Ambassador discussed at length the political situ-
ation of his country. In a word, my talks with Bill
and John, as well as with the Folish Ambassador and
other Polish authorities in Paris, have proved very
elucidating and constructive, Meeanwhile, Mergaret and
I have read carefully every available book on the history
of, and present-day affairs in, Poland,

My first inclination, due to enthusiasm over my
appointment and my deep gratification to you, was to
proceed direct to Washington in order to express to you
personally Margaret's and my happiness, and to consult
with you as well as to receive whatever instruetions
you might wish to give us. Moreover, I felt that I
should engage in consultations with Secretary Hull
and with other authorities in the Department,

The Fresident,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.



However, after my conversations in Paris and
additional studies, both from available books and with
the Polish Minister here, I felt that it would be more
desirable to proceed direct to Warsaw from here, in
that such procedure could enable me: a) to complete
my exchange of formalities; b) to make a study of the
current general Polish situation and locel conditions;
and ¢) to make arrangements for our household, After
having aceomplished the foregoing, I felt that I would
be in e position to discuss the situation in Poland more
intelligently with you and the Secretary, Bill Bullitt
and John Cudahy both agreed that this thought was a
constructive one,

Accordingly, I sent the following cable to the
Secretary:

*"Having had eslucidating and helpful conversations
with Ambassadors Bullitt and Cudahy concerning
background and current Polish situation, end hav-
ing read the contents of your telegram to Ambassador
Bullitt, if no objJeetions are perceived by you I
propose to pursue the following program: May 23rd
sail from Copenhagen on the 35.5. BATORY, arriving
the following day at Gdynia (not until June 1S5th

is there a2 like Bailing{? from thence I shall pro-
cead to Warsaw to await arrivel of credentials,
which I am told Department is forwarding at eerliest
convenience to Ambessador Bullitt, who will send
them to Warsaw by plane. The following will also

be entailed by my program:

"(1) Completion of exchange of formalities in
Warsaw,

"(2) Short study of current gemeral Polish
situation and local conditions,

"(3) Household arrangements,

"(4) Proceed to State Depertment for consultation
and instruction,

"Leaving Paris Tuesday, May 1llth, for Osleo in
order to have ample time before departure for
Copenhagen on May 2lst to take leave formally."™

In reply to the above cable, I received one from
the Secretary, stating in effect that he agreed that
my suggestion was a constructive one and giving his
approval thereof., Accordingly, Margaret and I will
depart from Oslo on the 21st of this month and will
sail aboard the 5.5, BATORY on the 23rd from Copenhagen,
arriving in Warsaw on the night of the 24th. 4s soon

as we shall have completed our formalities and aE:ll
ve
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have assimilated sufficient of the atmosphere to have
become conversant with current Folish affairs, we plan

to return to Washington, with the hope of seeing you,

and of consulting with the Secretary and with the verious
Divisions interested in Polish affairs,

I sincerely hope that the foregoing meets with
your approval,

In closing, I wish to take oceasion to reiterate
to you the faet that from the bottom of my heart I am
deeply grateful for the confidence which you have placed
in me by appointing me as your Ambassador to Poland.
lloreover, I wish to reassure you that both Margaret and
I will do everything within our power to justify your

valued confidence,
Faithfully urs,
-_— o
*ﬂyn;faigliltfl—i)b’



October 7, 1937.

Dear Dalsy:-

Hany thanks for yours of the twenty-
fourth of September, which I find on my return
to Washington from the trip to the Coast. I
am glad that things seem to be going well im
favor of the Seoretary, and I wish I ocould do
something to help.

All goes well here in spite of the
Black episode and the customary attitude of
most of the Prese about things in general.

The western trip wae a tremendous sucfess.

Always sinoerely,

irs. J. Borden Harriman,
imerican Legation,

Oslo,

Horway.



Oslo, September 24, 1937,

Dear Mr, President:

Since my letter to you of July 2, last, in regard to
the Nobel Peace Frize of 1937, there have been some further
developments. From confidential conversations held in the
last few days, I have learned that Lord Cecil's chances
of receiving the Prize have receded, and Mr., Hull's advanced,
However, there has arisen another and rather strong
competitor in the form of the Nansen Bureau at Geneva,
which takes care of 2,000,000 people who after the War
lost their nationality, Two members of the Nobel Com-
mittee are much interested in its promotion and sspecially
at the present time when it is in a rather difficult
financisl situastion, Professor Stang, Cheirman of the
Nobel Committee, and another, I understand, favor Mr. Hull,
while Professor Keilhau of the Advisory Committee, who,
however, has no vote, will write his report in Mr,.Hull's

favor. It is now a question of securing one more vote,

The President,
The White House,



The Norwegian Minister, Mr, Morgenstierne, has worked
unceasingly while he has been here to promote Mr, Hull's

chances, and is, I think, rather hopeful that he will

be successful,
I will keep you informed of any changes of

sentiment,

Faithfully yours,
2
/ 30—4;14-1 J/mw-c&_._

c_--""""_—-__._-—-‘
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Warsaw, November 10, 1938,

My dear Mr., President:

The plight of the Jewish populations as a
whole in Europe is steadily becoming so untenable,
and their hopes for some way out from their present
and increasing dilemma becoming so dim with the
passage of time, that I take the liberty of sending
{gu this confidential outline of my recent observa-

ons,

First of all, it is steadily becoming clearer
that you personally are the one to whom they all
look more and more to take the lead in finding a
solution for their unhappy situation. My impression
on this score is dally corroborated by requests on
the part of various Jewish factions here that T ask
you to recelve their representatives, should they
proceed to Washington in the near future. Chief
amongst those who have pressed me along these lines
is one V. Jabotinski, leader of the Zionist Revisionists,
He 1s now in the course of attempting to organize a
Congress of Jews of this part of Europe, the total
amount whereof he puts at about 7,000,000. 1In fact,
he looks upon the Jews of this section of Europe as
constituting the object of concern on the part of
the Jews in the rest of the world - particularly in

the United States,

You may recall that from time to time I have
written and ecabled regarding my conversations with
Jabotinski. He has a brilliant mind, and an en-
gaging personality, and has at his disposal a "grape-
vine" system for the gathering of information - henece,
he 1s extremely well-informed. Moreover, he is dia-
metrically opposed to the policles of lir., Weisemann
and at heart extremely anti-British.

He

The President,
The White House.



o s

He correctly predicted (a) the British Govern-
ment's scrapping the idea of partition in Palestine,
and (b) a general disapproval amongst the Jews of
the world to the idea of the Jews of Palestine as-
suming a minority position within the framework of
an Arab State. He now informs me that as regards
Palestine he felt the blackest of the menacing clouds
of a month ago had been removed; it seemed now that
the Jews were no longer faced with the prospect of a
drastic and radical liquidation of the Balfour pledge.
He felt that this intention had been frustrated and
averted owing to your intervention. He believed that
what is now likely to follow is a return to the status
quo ante - meaning "ante the Peel reports" - only per-
haps velled by a display of "a few well chosen words"
intended to save everybody's face., According to his
opinion, most people in Britain would feel thankful
in that event and would "rest" - and the moment for the
blg move would be lost; while the only thing that
would not rest would be the'disease’ Hence, he took
ancther occasion to state his fears that there was
only one factor left, one man who could prevent this
half-way stagnation, and this was President Roosevelt.

Naturally, iIn reply to his repeated question
whether there was any chance that you might be willing
to receive him, T stated that you had never lost sight
of the problem,and that you and your associates were
constantly engaged in a search for a solution. I did
not think this was the tlime to request an audience with
you = in faet, the committee which you had appointed
to study the problem was in London K and diligently at

work.

g am aware that Mr, Jabotinski, like many of his
confreres, 1s concentrating his thoughts and energles
in an effort (a) to engage your good offices in calling
another world conference to consider territorlal ocut-
lets for Jewish immigration and (b) to enlist your
influence and pressure upon a Britain,desirous of
American uooparaticﬂ;tnwﬂrda making a generous settle-
ment in Palestine.

Of importantly pertlinent interest, usually well-
informed cirecles here impart to me that their reports
from London indicate that Chamberlain, or perhaps a
member of his Cabinet, might possibly accompany the

King
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King and Queen to the Unlted States for, among other
purposes, disoussing the Palestine guestion along
the following lines: To retain Palestine as & Jewish
homeland would be impossible, if immigration were in-
creased. Hence, the British Government might be
willing to conslder favorably,offering territory at
ocne or more points in their colonies for the purpose
grisagting up a Jewish State - and, provided the
nited States jolned Britain in the guarantee of such
g state. This proposal, according to my informants,
e expected to be a part of an envisaged plan
for a colonial settlement within the fremework of a
general European settlement.

At the present moment the following are high
lights on developments in connection with the eurrent
European Jewlsh problem (a) viclent repercussions
against the Jews throughout Germany as a result of the
Jewish boy, Herschel Grinspan's murder of von Rath,
Secretary of the German Embassy in Paris, (b) signs
of an approaching storm over the community of Jews
in Rumanis, and (e¢) difficulties encountered by the
Polish offieclal representatives in thelr negotiations
in Berlin regarding the individual rights and proper-
ties of the Polish Jews recently ordered out of Ger-
many to Poland. (15,000 Jews recently crossed into
Poland under 24 hours' notice from the German Govern-
ment. From all accounts,German treatment of these
unfortunate people was nothing short of brutal. On
the other hand, the Polish Government went to great
lengths in an effort to extend humane treatment under
trying elrecumstances. See my cable No. 243 of October

£9., 7 p.n.)

Hoping that the foregoing will prove enlightening
on developments deseribed, end with every good wish,

I am,
Yours faithi‘um
T ausy 1k -
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8601 Montgomery Avenue,
Chestnut Hill,
Philadelphia, Pa,
January 27, 1941,

My dear Mr. President:

Margaret and I tremendously enjoyed being with
you on Saturday for luncheon. It was & real treat,
and we apprecriated every minute of our time with you,

I cannot tell you how happy and proud I am that
you want me to continue as your Ambassador to the Polish
Government, and that in addition, you wish me to assume
the duties as your representative to the Belgian, Norwegian,
and Netherlands Governments. I am profoundly sensible of
this great honor, and of the confidence you are thus
placing in me. I want you to know moreover, that we
shall both do everything in our power to Justify your
confidence and friendship,which we value so highly.

Margaret joins me in renewed thanks for the thoroughly
enjoyable and extremely interesting time spent with you
on Saturday, and in all good wishes.

Faithfully yours,

mm,,f

The President
The White House.
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March 4, 1941

Dear Margaret:

Before you and Tony leave, I
want particularly to ask yon if in view
of your experience in Poland you will be
good enough to send me reporte, from tice
to time, on the work of the women of
England in home defense. I know this
will Le of great interest %o us.

It was grand to see you this
afternoon,

This takes you both my lowe
and good wishes.

Ae ever,

¥re. Anthony Drexel Biddle, Jr.,
Carlton Hotel,
wWashington, D. C. mal /tmb
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Original letter from King Haskon

to the President and carbon copy

as well as photostatic: copy of

the President's reply iited
"Famous People Folder"



THE WHITE HOUSE ' &f'é

/
WASHINGTON
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I was very happy to have your letter which
Ly, Hookins btrought over == and I am really
encourngced oy +~e pews whleh he glves ne of the
splendld reslstance «»at s belng put up by the
Sritish and all of you who are working toward
the samne end.

I think that Olav's vislt here has been
thoroughly successful from the public polint of
view, and 1t has been, of course, & great
comfort to his wife and those three dellightful
children.

I had not meant to sugeest that your
chlldren should make any formal tour in our
wast -- but I have felt that it 1s important
in this country to keep the names of the
occupied natlons constantly before our public.
I say thls because a sirong public opinion
fsr the restoration of the complete independence
5f the nations overrun by Germany will become

»f especlal moment when the time for peace
arrives.

I d> not think you need to worry about
whnt any German broadcas?t gstations say.
Everybody here is 1n accord that your daughter-
in-law and the children are properly on thils
side of the water -- ané the same thought
apolles to the Princess Juliana and her
bables, anéd to tne Luxembourg family, whlea,
nfter all, has no "ralson 3'etre" for main=-
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& -
Wl s b

3
3avernment in London.




At the same time, people tharoughly aporove
your leandership of your Government in England, as

they do that of Queen Wilhelmina.

With your permission I will, of course,
continue to do everything possible in the way of
advlising your family.

Thelr present abode, outslide of Washington,
1s Just large enough, without belng in any way
ostentatlious -- and I hope that this Summer we
can make simllar arrangements for them to go to
a falrly qulet seaslde place, The children {
especlally should not spend fre Summer here
because the climate is very enervating. I hope
they will all’ come to stay with us at Hyde Park
before they go to the seashore.

If, 1later on, the Scandinavians in the
uﬂru“m“”t gnnuald ask your daughter-in-=law to
go there informally, as the Dutch have done
in several 1instancees in the case of Princess
Jullana, I think it would be a gnod thing to
£o. We must remember that your daughter-in-
law very clearly represents a combinaticn of
Norway and Sweﬂen and Denmark, which symbolizes
the lndependence of all three countries.

I hear ‘“I"j.’:l Canada that Olav's t
trips there dld much gond. He 1s a very fine

al
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Feb. 2, 1941
England

Dear Mr. Roosevelt:

A8 Mr. Hopkins, who I saw on Thursday last, offered to
teke uny personal letter back with him, I take the opportunity
to write and thank you and your wife for all the help s=nd kind-
ness shown not only to my daughter-in-lsw, but now slso to my
gson during his Christmas holiday and then there is another
thing I feel I mustic® thank you for and that is for appointing
Mr. Biddle as Minister to Norway. He is a friend of mine since
he was in Oslo and I feel siure: he will do what he can for
Norway as he and his wife zot very fond of Nowway during their
stay and I feel I personally can talk guite openly to him without

(haeving ?) hir misuse my confidence.

¥Mr. Hopkins mentioned durine our talk that he thought
it would be & -good thing if my daughter-in-law took & trip to
the different parts in Americs whére there cre descendants of
Norwegiens. I am sorry to say I disagreed with him &s first of
all, I think it 1s the best thing we can do under the present
circumstances is to keep guiet. I have to think of my people
at home end if they get the impression that we are only having
& good time out of the country, we may spoil everything for the
future. You must remember the Germans have told them that we
all of us ran away from duty and country and even now when Olav
left they gave it out in their radio that he left because of
fright for the air raids over this country. So vou can see they
use anything and everything to (defeme ?) us in the eyes
of the ~sorwezians. I myself am keeping very guiet here und only
go and inspect our forces who are training here but say no to
any entertainment which is not strictly Norwegzien.

It has been a very strenuous time for xk my daurhter-in-
law ever since the war broke out and I am sure it would mean
more strain in cese she was to undertake a trip as Mr. Hopkins

suggested. I feel you wont mind me expleining my point of view
on this subject but felt I had to put it to you as you might
advise my daughter-in-lew if the guestion really should come up.

Thanking you again for all your sympethy not only to my
family out also Lo my country, I remain with kind regards,

Yours very sincerely,

Haukon R.



EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Ritz Hotel
London
March 26,1841,

My dear Nr. President:

We arrived here safely, after a splendid trip. We
have installed ourselves in comfortable quarters at the
Ritz Hotel, where we intend to continue living.

I have already been received by the King of Norway,
and by the Belgian Government, and I await an audience
with Queen Wilhelmina tomorrow, to present my credentials.

King Haakon sends you his warmest compliments and
in response to my conveying your message regarding his
son and daughter-in-law, has already cabled them to wvisit
Norweglan-American areas, between now and the time of the
Crown Prince's return to London. I shall write you more
of this at a later date.

Already several leading members of the de Gaulle
movement here have contacted me discretely. During my
service with the Polish Government in France, as well as
during the time that I served with the French Government
at Tours and Bordeaux, I considered these particular
individuals to be serious,loyal Frenchmen, and patriotic
trustworthy officials of the French Government. They
have established many sources of information through highly
confidential channels, and I feel that the maintenance of
discrete contact with them on my part would lead to
enlightening intelligence, and a means of checking informa-
tion received through other channels, regarding activities

both La

The President
The White House.
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both in ocecupied and uncee upied France. They have
already told me that they would counsider it a privilege
to give me,in strictest confidence, benefit of any and
all information on this score,

In line with this, they conveyed to me the information
contained in the attached memorandum, which I consider
interesting in the light of its implications as to the
extent of "imposed economic collaboration" on the part
of unoccupied France with Germany.

With every good wish and with warmest personal
regards, I am

Yours faithfully,

Touy

-
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According to information received through secret channels,
the following program was imposed by the Germans, upon
unoccupied France, from January 16 to March 1, 1941.% This
program called for the shipment to Germany of the following
items:

Bauxite clay - 30,000 tons

Aluminium - 10,000 tons

Magnesium - 8,000 tons. Absolute priority was demanded
for this item.

"Special Clay" - 2,000 tons

Hematite (A special type of iron ore) - 38,000 tons

Pig Iron - 9,000 tons

Special extracts for tanning - 1200 tons

Carbite of calcium - 4,000 tons

Rubber (Transhipped via Marseille) - 1700 tons

Wool (From Algeria via Marseille) - 10,000 tons

Pyrites (From Spain via Irun) - 10,000 tons. Absolute priority

The size of the program is such that it made impossible
delivery of French goods by French railroads; the Germans
demanded total priority.
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Zinc ore (From Spain via Irun) - 8,000 tons. Absolute priority
Other raw materials (From Spain via Irun) - 22,000 tons
Iron,North African (Previously stored) - 1960 tons

Manganese ore, North African - 1995 tons

Nitrates,Chilean (Via Cette) - 2200 tons
Beans,sardines,turtles etc.(From Portugal via Irun) - 2800 tons
"Azote" (From Toulouse) 20,000 tons

Coffee (via Marseille) 3000 tons

Eggs (From unoccupied zone) 1200 tons

Sugar - 20,000 tons (From northern part of occupied France
and partly from unoccupied France)

Butter - 11,500 tons (From occupied and partly from
unoccupied France)

Dried vegetables - (From Marseille for army) 4,000 tons.

Note: The foregoing items are guite apart from those contained
in the "barter arrangement" just given publicity.
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE xu }kk

WASHINGTON

April 24, 1941 |/

My dear Mr. President:

I am returning to you herewith the letter
addressed to you under date of March 26 by Tony
Biddle and which you sent to the Secretary and
myself under date of April 8, The Lepartment
has taken careful note of the information con=-
tained in the enclosure to Tony Biddle's letter.

Belleve me

F lly yours,

i

The President,
The White House.



Ritz Hotel,

London,
:';PI' 1-1 1.8 3 1941 -

My dear Mr. President:

I have just returned to London after interesting
visits with the Polish, and subsequently the Norweglan
Forces in Seotland.

For your information I am attaching hereto a
confidential memorandum covering my impressions. I
beg to draw your attention particularly to my observa-
tions regarding essential requirements. In the Polish
area, I accompanied the Polish President, Raczkiewicz;
in the Horwegian area, General Fleischer, Commanding the
Norwegian Forces. In both areas, I was permitted a
thorough observation of all phases of training and secret
defensive preparations.

With all good wishes, I am

Yours faithfully # P

T

The President
The White House,
Washington, D.C.



5
-

SERVATIONS ON THE POLISH 2
NORWEGIAN FORCES IN SCOTLAND

Gt T LY CONT TOENT T

I have just returned to London after interesting wvisits with
the Polish, and subseguently the Norwegian forces in Scotland. In
the Polish area, I accompanied the Polish President,Raczkiewicz; in
the Norweglan area, General Fleischer, Commanding the Norwegian
Forces. In both areag I was permitted a thorough observation of
all phases of training and secret defensive preparations.

Po Forces:

The Polish ground units comprise an experienced fighting
force, numbering about 20,000. Many of the officers and men are
veterans of the wars in Poland and France - some have fought
in Norway as well.

They have been assigned the defense of the Scottish east
coast, from the north bank of the Firth of Forth to Montrose.
Their activities are coordinated with those of the Home Quard
of that area.

Both morale and discipline are good.

The training is intensive and directed along lines of defense
against "blitz" tactics,

In general, these forces compose a well organized cadre of
seasoned officers and men, capable of handling some seven to eight
thousand additional troops. This increase would not only serve to
fill out the full corps complement, but would also permit greater
depth in the disposition of troops.

While the defense plan is well conceived, there is, in my
opinion , an insufficient number of men and field guns for so
extensive an area. Notwithstanding these disadvantages, the
strateglc disposition both of troops and guns available

has
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has been so carried out as to obtain the maximum effect. As
regards existing gun positions, they have been arranged in

such a way as to permit cross fire in defense of the more
vulnerable stretches along the coast. However, an effective
and necessarily prolonged defense against a "blitz" attack,
(probably consisting of wave after wave of landing parties,
coordinated with dive-bombers, as well as with transport planes,
and parachute troops, aiming to land behind the coastal defense
line), calls (a) for a larger quantity of 75's and heavier
calibre field guns, and (b) anti-aircraft guns to cover gun
positions and other vital factors from dive-bombing and

aerial machine-gunning.

Besides, there should be an increase in the number of
troops available, in order to render greater depth to the
defense position as a whole; moreover, these troops should
be trained and equipped as counter—shock troops and so eguipped
as to be capable of a high volume of fire-power.

Essential reguirements:
1 find there is an urgent need of the following equipment:

Tanks (0Of a total of 200 required, only & have
been delivered to the Polish forces)

Anti-tank guns
Anti-aircraft guns

Signal apparati, especially field radio transmitting
and receiving sets. (While the
observation posts,gun positions, and
headquarters are connected by tele-
phone lines, experience in the

various



various "blitzes" on the Continent
has emphasized the importance of
radio apparati).

A considerable increase in stocks of 75mm shells

An extension of hospitaligation for the corps area:
2 minipum of 250 additional beds.

Horwegian Forces:

We went from Kincardine to Newhouse. Together with
General Fleischer, Commanding the Norwegian Forces, I inspected
part of his troops at Newhouse,Scotland, and subseguently
ancther part at Dumfries.

The Norwegian contingent consists of about 1,500 rugged,
experienced and well-trained trcops. With the excepticn of
about 125 recruits recently arrived from Lofoten, the rest
of the men, and all of the officers, are veterans of the war
in Norway.

Part of the troops are mechanized, equipped with Bren
carriers, motor cycles, and motor trucks. There is a heavy
machine gun unit, a trench mortar unit, and a pioneer unit.
The remainder consists of infantrymen equipped with rifles
and Bren guns,

The training is thorough and vigorous. The marksmanship

both of the infantrymen and machine gunners was of high standing,

during the realistic exercises which I witnessed in the mountains

nearby the camps.

Special
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Special attention is devoted to schooling the officers
and men for service as raiding parties. Many had already
successfully conducted several of these raids at points along
the Norwegian coast, In their training, emphasis is accordingly
placed on close combat tacties: with particular emphasis on the
use of the "tommy gun" (they told me that this had proven one
of the most useful weapons in carrying out their raids).

Efforts moreover, are directed towards schooling the men
in the use of all types of weapons in order to give them a well-
rounded knowledge of the use of all equipment applicable to
modern-day warfare. This is done with view to making them
capable of serving as non-commissioned officers and officers,
in event these units might serve as a cadre for expansion. The
morale and discipline are good, and I was impressed by the
enthusiasm with which the officers and troops engaged in the
exercises.

General Fleischer told me it was his earnest desire to
build up these units as a nucleus for expansion, in that he
felt it was essential that Norway should be represented here
by a ground force of considerable size. He therefore regretted
that from time to time he had to transfer some of his best

men to the Merchant or Trawlers fleets.

e
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 24, 1941.

THE SECRETARY OF STATE

Will you do the necessary?

F. D. R,

Cable from Ambassador Biddle
to the President, dated April 23,
1941, saying that Hag 3rd 1s
"Polish National Day" and asking
that the President send a message
to the Pollish President on that
occasion.



Ritz Hotel,
London.

April 26, 1941,

My dear Mr. President:

| For your information I am attaching
a confidential memorandum covering the opinion of the
military suthorities of the governments to which I am
aceredited in regard to Britein's current military position.
In effect they all concurred in the opinion I have set
forth in the memorandum,

Yours faithfully, . .

1o

The President,
The White House,

Washington, D. C.
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In discussing Britaint's military position with the
lilitzr{ Eutharitias of the Governments to which I am
accredited, they each independently expyressed in effect
the follnwing opinion} v oy

This was a critical juncture for the British Lmpire.
Not only was the "Battle of the Atlantic" becoming daily
& more serious problem, but now, the "Battle of Egypt" was
rapidly looming as a crucial theatre of operations., So
much depended upon the outcome there. The British could
meet the Germans with numerical equality. However, they
could not mateh the Germans in terms of mechanized equipment -
particularly tanks.

If the Germans reached the Suez, Spain might fall to
German hands, Turkey might become more reluctant to resist,
and Japan might strixe out at Singapore. Lven Russia, which
might otherwise lend material aid to Turkey, might, in the
event of a German seizure of the Suez, make further joint
adventure with Germany.

Besides, the situation in korocco was rapldly deteriorating.
Gerwans were infiltrating the country at a steadily increasing
pace — with little if any resistance on part of the French
authorities there,

The British forees in the Suez area would therefore
urgently need the speediest possible shipment of equipment
and supplies from the United States.

Heports on conditions in Syria were more encouraging, and
with British forces now in Iraq,Basra offered help as a port
of delivery, for that area,

What the British now needed most were tanks,anti-tank guns,
heavy bombing planes and transport planes.

From my own angle of observation, it would now appear that
Germany aims,on the one hand, at cutting off the fuel oil supply
from the Medlterranean Fleet, and even at bottling up the Fleet,
and on the other hand, at striking simultaneously at widely
separated vital points in order to disperse the British forces
and materiel., In connection with the latter objective, Germany
undoubtedly hopes to force Britain toc weaken her home defenses
by drawing on man power and equipment herai Phis with a view to
attempting an invasion in a later stage.
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Meanwhile, in view of Cusa Blanca's and Tripoli's
becoming more and more the gateways for Gerwan infiltration
into Northern Afrieca, I aw inelined to look for the Dakar
area to figure more prominently henceforth in Germany's

Tforward-looking military program,



Ritz Hotel,
London
April 26, 1941,

My dear Mr, President:

I completed the presentation of my credentials to the
Norwegian, the Netherlands and the Belgian Governments in
comparatively short order, after my arrival here.

Moreover, the Polish President Raczkiewicz, General

oikorski, and their associates, received me with a hearty
welcome on the day after my coming tu London.

Polish Government:

Both President Raczkiewicz, and General Sikorski wished
me to convey to you an expression of their profound gratitude
and that of their associates and armed forces, for your having
returned me near their Government,

Norwegian Government:

I presented my credentials to King Haakon. His greeting
was warm and most friendly. He wished me to tell you that he
was deeply appreciative of your having sent a representative
to him here, and especially, one who had already served in
Norway, and who was familiar with Norwegian oroblems and
Horwegian-ﬁmeriﬂan relations, News of my appointment had been
promptly radio-broadcast to the people in Norway, and through
secret channels, the King had received reports tnat the news
had proven a source of comfort and encouragement for the
people there. He could not too strongly emphasize how much
your action in this regard meant to his people, as well as to
himself, to his Government, and to his armed forces here.

He was most grateful moreover, for the gracious hospitality
which you and Mrs. Roosevelt had accorded the Crown Prince
and Crown Princess, and for the friendly personal interest
: which

The President
The White House
w&ﬁmnﬁtm, f.J-C-
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which you had taken in their welfare and activities, He
clearly understood, and greatly appreciated your point of
view regarding the advisability of the Crown Prince's and
Crown Princess' keeping alive in the minds of the people

in general, and of the Norweglian-Americans in particular,
"Norway's case", He had accordingly instructed his son to
postpone his departure from the United States, and to arrange
several visits amongst the Norwegian-aimerican communities,
with a view to emphasizing to them the determination of the
King, the Government, the armed forces and the commercial
fleet, to maintain the freedom and the independence of Norway.

The Netherlands Government:

I presented my credentials to Queen Wilhelmina. She
extended me a warm and friendly welcome, &he asked me to
convey to you an expression of deep gratitude on part of
herself, her Government, her armed forces and her nation
for your having appointed & representative to her here, éuring
these trying times. &he knew her people well, and she was
aware that those who were now suffering in German-occupied
Holland were equally appreciative, and had derived a real
sense of encouragement from this action on your part. ohe
moreover requested me to tell you how grateful she was for
yours and Mrs. Hoosevelt's kind hospitality to Princess
Juliana and for your continued friendly and helpful interest
in her welfare and activities. The Queen derived a great
sense of comfort from the knowledge thereof, and you and
lMrs. Roosevelt had touched her heart deeply.

The Belgian Gove ent:

In the absence of the King, it was decided by the Belgian
Government that Minister for Foreign Affairs, Gpaak, should
receive my credentials. Minister Spaak's greeting was warm
and friendly. In behalf of his Government and himself, he
wished me to transmit to you an expression of theirs and his
deepest appreciation of your having appointed a representative
to the Belgian Government established in London. It meant a
great deal to the latter, and he was aware from reports that
the news concerning your action in this regard, which had been

radio-broadcast
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radio-broadcast to th;ufenpla in German-occupied EBelgium,
had already had & stimulating and wholesome effect.

C 1

Several nights after our arrivel here, Mr. Churchill
invited Margaret and me to dine with Mrs. Churehill and

himself at 10 Downing Street. We were most warmly received

by them both, and during the course of a most enjoyable and
interesting evening, we were made to feel very much "at home",
As it turned out, it was the night of Wednesday, March 19,

which witnessed thn worst aerial bombardment London had until
that time experienced, When, after dinner, I expressed the
desire to see for myself the strides which London had made in
air-raid precautions, the Prime Minister invited me to accompany
him to the roof, Wearing steel helmets, we spent about two
hours watching the attack, All the whiie, he received reports
at various intervals from the different sections of the city

hit by the bombs, It was intensely interesting, and I was thus
afforded the opportunity of seeing for myself the progress

which had been made here in A,R,P, (Air-raid precautions), as
against those I had witnessed on the Continent up to late June.
For example, the Prime Minister's reports showed that the

German bombs on that night had started 1700 fires, and that

the warious A,R.P, organizations had succeeded not only in
rapidly extinguishing them, but also in preventing them from
spreading, The results to my mind, represented a great tribute
not only to the courage and spirit of the women, as well as of
the men, in the organizations engaged in these A.H.P. activities,
but also to the efficient coordination of action of these
organizations.

In illustrating the progress made since the December 29
Blitz over the "City", the Prime Minister pointed out thst
that had happened on a week-end, when most of the offices
were closed down and the buildings locked up. Accordingly, the
bombardment had caught the district with & minimum of roof
watchers on the alert, Consequently, the 1500 fires directly
caused by bombs on that occasion, had spread to about 4000 fires,
He went on to point out, that the 1700 fires directly attributable
to bombs,this night when I accompenied him, had been held in
Ehack, dhe to the effective A,R,P, measures adopted since last
ecember,

Having watched the bombardment for several hours, I
accompanied the Prime Minister to the cellar, which had been
reinforced with extra steel carrying-beams. and stanchions to
withstand heavy.aerisl seige. Together we visited the various

offices



offices established there for the purpose of Keeping the
Prime Minister in constant touch with naval, aerial and
military activities in all theatres of operation, These activities
and the current positions of all British and Allied shipping
were indicated by appropriate markers on large maps hung on
the walls of the pertinent offices, Staff officers of the
night-watch, who were in frequent telephonic contact with the
War Office, the Admiralty, the Air Ministry, and the Ministry
of Shipping were busily engaged in marking up changes on the
maps, The Prime Minister showed and explained to me the
operations indicated on each of these,

1 was greatly impressed by his clesar grasp even of the
most minute details as well as of the big picture as & whole,
It did not teke me long tu discern in him the driving energy
and other qualities of courageous and determined leadership
which had from the moment of his ascendency to power, served
to arouse his countrymen from a state of comparative lethargy
and to spur them to meet the threat to their country with unity
and fighting spirit.

Before leaving the Prime Minister and NMrs. Churchill, he
expressed the hope that I would visit the Polish and other
forces connected with the Governments to which I was accredited,
as early as possible, for he felt that this would be appropriate
and helpful, He added that he hoped I might see my way clear to
visit these forces frequently, I told him this was my intention.
In fact, I hed already made definite plans to visit the Polish
and Norwegien forces in the North, at an early date.

In conclusion, he said he and his Government were very happy
that you had sent & representative to the Governments to which
I was accredited here, and he assured me that I could count
upon the cooperation of himself and his Government.

With all good wishes, I am

Yours faithfully, - .
P W T & 3¢
1o



Ritz Hotel
London,
april. 50,1841

My dear Mr, President:

For your information, I am attaching hereto a
confidential memorandum covering the substance of
my recent conversations with the Polish Minister for
Foreign Affairs, and with the British Prime Minister's
confidential pniitical-military liason officer with
the Allied Governments estabiished here.

In that the information thus disclosed to me
comes from the Polish Ambassador to the Vatican, the
Polish Ambassador at Ankara, as well as from confidential
British sources in the Lastern Mediterranean and in Vichy,
and in that this information bears on Italilan publie
opinion, Tripoli-bound transport traffic, oll storage
at Monopolia, Turkey's position as reflected in Turkish
Forelgn Minister'!s downeast attitude, Irag and tyria,
and Marshal Petain's physical condition, I pass it on
in the thought that it might serve usefully in rounding
out the picture in-the-making,

With warmest regards and all good wishes, I am

Faithfully yours "
Ty [Aiaaes o

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C.
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Peolish Foreign Minister, Zaleski, this morning
disclosed to me, in strictest cunfidence the following
substance of & cable Just received from the Polish
Ambassador to the Vatican:

(a) In the opinion of the Polish Awbassador, the
results of the war in Greece had served to boost
Mussolinit's stock in the eyes of the Italian people as
a whole, notwithstanding their realization that Italy
had come under German control. This, to a measurable
degree, was attributable to wishful thinking on part
of the people. Accordingly, they were most hopeful that
the war might be brought to an early close, in which
event they believed 1/ Italy could retain her recent
gains; and 2/ The Germans would move out of Italy.
Italian Government circles however, did not share this
trend of thought. They looked for a war of long duration,
and were less optimistic than the people as to the
likelihood of an eventual German exit from Italy;

(b) With reference to Germany's intensive effort to
gain control of the Suez, great quantities of German
troops and mechanized materiel had been passing through

Italy
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Italy to Italian ports., There was a "steady stream"

of transports leaving Naples, bound for Tripoli. MNoreover,
an important storage of fuel oil had been estabiished

at Monopolia.

In this connection, Vatican Diplomatic Circles were
surprised that the British Fleet and Air Force had not
already taken effective steps to obstruct this "stream"
of transports and to bombard the fuel storage at Monopolia.

Referring to this observation in the Ambassador's
cable, Minister Zaleski said that while Eritish Foreign
Minister Eden told him on April 23 that orders were gilven
the British Fleet, to go "all out" against the transport
of troops and materiel to Tripoli, he, Minister Zaleski,
supposed that during evacuation of British forces from
Greece, the British Fleet and Air Force had had little
time for acticn elsewhere in the Mediterranean, Since
conclusion of the evacuation, he was informed the Fleet
had been dealing more effectively with Tripoli-bound
traffic., His informents said it was a difficult task,
however, due to advantage afforded the adversary by short
runs between Sieily, Pantaleria, Tripoli, under cover
of darkness. While some ships were getting through, it
was belleved they were small on the whole,

Minister
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Minister Zaleski has Just informed me confidentially
that the Polish Ambassador at inkara had had a very

recent conversation with the Turkish Minlster of Foreign

Affairs, He had never seen the Minister in such & depressed
state of mind. The latter spoke of the possibility of a
German attempt tc by-pass Turkey, by making certain islands
in the Aegean and the Eustern Mediterrancan, as well as
Syria, serve as stepping-stones for an aerial-transport
invasion of Irag. The Turkish Foreign Minister had then
remarked that Turkey's position was becoming rapidly worse,
He now feared, moreover, the possibility of HRussian
connivance with Germany vis-a-vis Turkey.
Disclo s Of connected bearing, I have just been informed by
%f%;g%_;g: the British Prime Minister!s confidential political-military
E%%EEE%%: liason officer with the Allied Governments established
syrian and here, (a) that reports from Eastern Mediterranean sources
Vichy
Authorities indicate the Germans were planning to dispatch about
10,000 troops by aerial transport into Irag; the plan
envisaged using certain Greek Islands and Syrian air fields
as "stepping stones"; (b) that Dentz, the French Military
Authority at Beirut, had been guestioned by British
Authorities as to what action he might be expected to
adopt in event of a German attempt to land transport
planes in Syria. The British authorities subsequently

cabled
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cabled London that Dentz "says" he will resist aggression
from any and all sources in conformity with orders
originally given him by Vichy. However, upon further
questioning Dentz as to what action he would tike, if

the Germans assured him that they want only the use of
three or four aerodromes for refueliing, Dentz replied
that in that case, he would have to ask for authority
Ifrom Vichy,

Of connected bearing, my informant diselosed the
following additional information Just received from a
confidential source in Vichy, which if true, would seem
to leave little room for British optimism as to possible
resistant action by Uentz, in event Berlin pressed Vichy
for permission to use Syrian derodromes:

Marshal Petain was rapidly showing the strain of the
past several months., In fact, he was suffering from
EBuremia, and was frequently given to fainting spells, He
was apparently worn out, and was rapidly falling into the
hands of Darlan, who, behind the scenes, was setting the
stage for "all-out" collaboration with the Germans.

Accordingly, Darlan now regarded General Weygand as
his main obstacle to gBaining control over liorocco, as well

as over French unoccupied territory.

i e e s e s



Ritz Hotel, London,
hla}' ‘I#' 19411

Dear Mr, President:

We have been over here about seven weeks,
and are comfortably settled at the Ritz, feeling very much at
home as our sitting room is where we had our wedding breakfast
ten years ago, We have taken a small house in the country, but
up to now have spent only three weekends there,

I have never in my life had as interesting or
as busy a time, First of all we have had many hearty reunions
with our Poles and Norwegians, and have been getting acquainted
with the Dutch and the Belglians., We have spent eleven days in
Scotland with the Polish and Norwegian troops, (I talked tc some
of the boys who took part in the Lofotan raid).

In addition I have been making a thorough survey
of the women's activities and have found that fascinating. I have
spent the greater part of gach day studying the different organi-
zations and their functions, and will send you my report very
500N,

Last but not least, I have been endeavoring to
co-ordinate Polish relief from this side,.

Shortly after our arrival & well known corre-
spondent wrote an article about Tony calling him "the Ambassador
to Freedom! and thet title seems to be sticking to him.

Your speeches have been simply megnificent -
I only wish you knew how you are adored by all groups in England.
One night we went unexpectedly down to the worst shelter in
London near the docks, Tony was recognized right away and had
to speak in each secticn - they all cheered wildly for
nPresident Hoosevelt", This was a spontaneous reaction as no
one knew ahead we were going down to that partioular shelter,
The head Shelter lWiarden wes & delightful energetic little man
called Mr, "Bubley" who is an auctioneer, and who has a loud voice
probably strengthened by his professional training, with a per-
suasive manner, In other words during the rald he "sells" the
people in the shelter the idez of calmness, Later on we went to
another downtown borough to see more shelters, stopping in to see
the Mayor of that borough where we had the most beautiful sand-
wiches, I later learned thut the Mayor had been a plumber, then
a caterer - hence the artistic touch in the supper. He was a short,
stout, and very polite little man by the name of Mr. Dainty.
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The two main toples of conversation in a light vein
over here among the English are the daring exploits of the Poles -
their conguests in the air and their sentimental conquests in
Scotland, and stories concerning "that wonderful Mr. Campbell" -
the man who has an enormous farm in Montana, He has been a
tremendous success over here - one friend likened him to
Will Hogers. He has been & refreshing note during tense days,

In regard to the Polish aviators - they say thet unless
the R.A,F, want the Poles to bomb Berlin they do not dare to give
them even enough petrol to reach Berlin., For once they have
enough petrol they go straight to Berlin, and don't worry if they
haven't enough to get home again. And then the Scotchmen say
that in order to get anywhere courting a Scotch Lassie they must
wear Polish soldiers' hats and speak broken English with a Polish
accent. There seems to be a natural tie between the Scotch and
the Poles - the Poles who have been learning to speak English
have a strong Scotch brogue, and they are almost impossible to
understand. The tradition of Polish-Scottish friendship dates
from the time several hundred hears ago when some Scottish kings
took refuge in Poland and were royally domiciled in Krakow.

They say that the popular songs of a period represent
the prevailing sentiments of the day - one of the most popular
songs here is "The King is Still in London Town!", From what I
hear the greatest psychological blunder the Germans have made in
regard to England was the bombing of DBuckingham Palace, That
unified in one night the determination "to stick it out",

has

Tony is as busy as a bird dog and never/he enjoyed any-
thing as much as this new job. He will be in his new office in a
few deys. It is rather hard to get office equipment here, es-
pecially typewriters, so our two secretaries put their portable
typewriters and gas masks by their beds each night so that they
can grab them up in case there is a raid (that is how precious
typewriters are here),

Please forgive the length of this letter. I started
out with the intention of writing you a nice brief businesslike
letter, and I did not mean to let it reach these proportions,

' My thoughts are with you so often and I only wish you
knew how grateful I am to you for sending us over here.



lfony joins me in sending you our love,
As always, M_.

The President,
The White House
lrfﬂ.shin.gt‘nnl Di é-
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM FOR

THE CODE ROOM
STATE DEPARTMENT

The President would like
you to send the enclosed cable

to Ambassador Biddle.

GRACE G. TULLY
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LONDON

YOUR LETTER OF APRIL 23RD. PLEASE INFORM H. l.} THE QUEEN
OF THE NETHERLANDS,THAT WHOLLY APPROVE AND Al MADE VERY
HAPPY

ROOBEVELT



Ritz Hotel,
London,
April 25, 1941,

BLEL ORI TN I e

My dear Mr. President:

I have just come from & meeting with Queen Wilhelmina,
She relterated what she had formerly said to me upon the
oceasion of presenting my credentials: (a) She was grateful
for your having appointed a Minister to her Government
established here; and (b) She was deeply moved by your interest
in her nation, by your friendly consideration of herselfl, and
by yours and Mrs. Roosevelt's great kindness and hospitality
to her daughter, Princess Juliana. Besides, she greatly
appreciated your helpful interest in her daughter'!'s welfare
and your valued counsel to her concerning constructive
activities in behalf of her nation's interests.

The Queen went on to say she had just received a letter
from her Forelgn Minister, Mr. van Kleffens, written after
his meeting with you. In effect, he had underlined what I
had formerly conveyed to her, i.e.; your sense of satisfaction
over Juliana's efforts to Kkeep the "Netherlands' case" a
livé issue in the minds of the pecople in general, and of the
American citizens of Netherlands' extraction in particular -
and your hope that she would continue in these efforts.

The Queen asked me to tell you that she understood and
appreciated your point of view in this regard, and was deeply
grateful.

She then earnestly reguested me to treat in strictest
confidence what she was about to say, and asked me that in
conveying it to you, I beg of you to treat it likewise.

Moreover,
The President
The White House
Washington, D.C.
REGRADED

UNCLs $SIFIED
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Moreover, she earnestly hoped you would not mention the
matter even to her Foreign HMinister, Mr. van Kleffens, (if
and when you might receive him again), or even to the
Netherlands Minister Dr. Louden. The yueen thereupon told
me the following:

It was her sincere hope that she might pay you a visit
at some time in the not too distant future, in order to
express to you personally her gratitude. fler visit, of course,
would depend, on the one hand, upon the course of the "Battle
of the Atlunﬁic", and on the other hand, upon developments
on the continent; that was to say, if Germany showed any signs
of an "internal collapse", she would have to remain nearby
her country., If, however, conditions permitted her visit, she
would go to the Inited States via Canada. Moreover, she would
prefer to meet with you at Hyde Park, rather than at the White
House, for, out of respect for her suffering people in occupied
Holland, she would not want her visit to entail off'icial
receptions; in fact, she hoped that such a visit might be
carried out with the maximum of simplicity. 5he added that
in condueting themselves, she and her daughter had constantly
kept in mind the sufferings of their people, and had accordingly
been careful to do nothing which might offend their feelings,
such a4s giving the impression of "having a good time".

In conclusion, she said it was her most earnest hope that
conditions would permit her meeting with you, for not only did
she wish to convey to you personally an expression of gratitude
in behalf of herself and her nation, but also she felt confident
that an exchange of views would prove constructive and mutually
interesting.

Finally, she reemphasized her hopes that you would treat
this as a matter strictly between you and hersell, and guard
it in utmost confidence.

With my every good wish, I am

Faithfully yours, .

g sty

The President
The White House,
Washington, D.C.
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Ritz Hotel
London,
May 7, 1241,

My dear Mr. President:

For your information, I am forwarding hereto attached
& memorandum covering information received by Polish Foreign
Minister Zaleski regarding Hitler!'s plan in connection with
former Polish Foreign Minister Beck and other statesmen and
diplomats of belligerent powers who had already, and who
might in the future, become prisoners of war.

With every good wish, I am

Faithfully yours
7,;.,1@/4”—'-'4-

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C,.
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5th May, 194l.

Polish Poreign Minister Zaleski tells me he
has recently received information that Former Polish
Foreign Minister Beck was still in Rumania, Further
information which had come to Minister Zaleski wi thin
the past few days indieated that Hitler now plammed to
hold as prisoners of war former Minister Beck and other
statesmen and diplomats of belligerent powers who had
already fallen into German hands. This also would apply
to statesmen and diplomats who might be captured in future,
The plan, moreover, envisaged trying these men before a
gourt at conclusion of hostilities on charges of "war-guilt".
Minister Zaleski added that this information had oome from

several usually reliable sources,
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Ritz Hotel,
London.
9th May, 1941.

My dear Mr, President:

As of possible interest, I am attaching
hereto, a copy of a cable sent me from Brazzaville,
by Mr. Ben Lucien Burman, representative of the North
American lNewspaper Allisnce,

I crossed on the Clipper with him and
his wife and in response to his suggestion, I said I
should be very glad to receive from time to time, some
word as to his resctions and observations, concerning
the situation in French Equatorisl Africa.

It is elear from his message, that he is
very favorably impressed by the spirit of the Free French
forces.

With warmest regards, I am

Faithfully yours

ey | it Y

The President,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.



MEMORANDUM
9th May, 1941,

Copy of a Cable sent me from Brazzaville by Mr, Ben Lucien

Burman, representative of the North American Newspaper

Alliance.

As you requested I have made a close study of de Gaulle's
movement and of officials here. They represent the finest
French. Magnificent spirit, young and old, like early American
patriota. They represent every quality cherished by Americans,
They are coming here every day, scientists, students, generals,
labour leadera, priests and simple scldiers surmounting terrific
obstacles to fight Germany. Many lose their lives in the
attempt.

I think it of enormous importance that if formal recog-
nition is impossible a formula be devised to establish official
contact.

It is vital that aeroplanes and arms should be sent
immediately. They are walting and eager to fight but lack the
material. I urge and urge again that you send them some aid.
Supplies need not be in suech vast guantities as to affect those
to British but merely enough to equip some troops here and to
maintain the morale of these truly heroic figures,

It is of great importance that they should not feel
themselves deserted by the United States. As I have been able
to see for myself, they have already accomplished much starting
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with practically nothing and with our aid they can be an
enormous factor in saving FPrance and restoring her self-respect,
to say nothing of her potential war-contribution,

Importance of movement and ite great strateglcal value
in African and Mediterrancan campaigns has passed completely
unnoticed in the United Statea because of lack of publiecity,
French here having been doing job and not talking about it,.

I have gone over the situation carefully with British
officers and officiala here who confirm these facts, I am sure
that you have found the same opinion in consulting British
FPoreign Offioce as to their views.

As you ssked me I have looked at the situation here with
the utmost objeotivity and I am sending you this cable because
of tremendous and far-reaching issues involved, I urge you to
get this meesage to Seocretary Hull and President Roosevelt at
once.,

I am on the spot watching events develop minute by minute
and I cannot over-estimate world importance of the situation
I have tried to describe here. If the de Gaulle movement 1ia
given even some slight measure of support from the United States,
it can be of vwast influence in rebuilding the morale of defeated
French people throughout the world,
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Ritz Hotel,
London,
10th May,1941,

My dear Mr, President:

48 of possible interest, I am forwarding
hereto attached, a copy and translation of the text
of the secret minutes of a meeting of the Chamber of
Commerce of Danzig, held under the Chairmanship of
Herr Schnee, President of that body. A copy of these,
among numerous other minutes of this organization, was
obtained by a Polish seoret service agent,

In going through his confidential files
recently, a high ranking official of the Polish Government
found this, among other documents, and handed me a copy
in the thought that it might prove of interest to my
Government . I beg to draw your attention particularly
to that section of the minutes which deals with Colonel
Lindberg,

With every good wish, I am

Faithfully yours,
/761“{ ﬁ“‘-ﬂ_ﬂ"r

The President,
The White House ¥
Washington, D.C.

oF



; MEMORLLIDUN, 10th May, 1941,

_franalat{gp of the Text of the Seoret Minutes of a Meceting of the

Chamber of Commerce of Danzig, held under the Chairmanship of

Herr Schnee.
Meeting of the loecal group Heeresanger
(suburb of Danzig), at the elementary school, November

18, 1939, speaker, von Schnee.

The hall was well filled, and after the Party

books had been remitted, the leader of the loezl group greeted

the speaker and the assembly and invited Herr von Schnee to speak.
"Politics is the lmowledge of the laws of life, not only for indivi-

duala, but for all Germans and in general for all the people.

That is why polities must be condueted in every country, At the

beginning the poliey of our Fuhrer was to fight unemployment and

by his power to assure the security to his people. Thus has

develooped Germany's powerful position which is envied by all

those who do not belong to our people. Economiczlly spezking -

I speak about the Reich, not about Danzig - what is important is

that extremely favorable conditions have been ocreated, and so our

colonies have achleved a standard of life of which no other

country can be so proud. " The speaker spoke on production, on

making petrol, rubber and wool, then he passed to politics. "The

Fuhrer knows how best to exploit time, he does not lose any

opportunity - should he lose such a moment, who knows what course

the history of the world would take. We must imagine Germany as a

large garden, the fruit is rive, one must plek it, otherwise it

will fall down and rot. You understand now vwhy the Fuhrer takes
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this particular moment under consideraticn. England is now

in a mouse-trap - we are circumventing her, At Munich we pro-
voked her in order to test her power. She failed miserably.
Thus we see that she is not so powerful as she appears to be,
Our friend Mussolini supports us helpfully and by his speeches
and attitude we can see that he can be trusted - although a
distrust of him will never disappear., He rules the
Mediterranean now and so, England has lost her Empire there,

and as one hears, she will disappear from Europe al together,

But these are only presuppositions, and it would perhaps be
better for her, Now we must show an example, which must
certainly occur because it would serve us to achieve what we Bing
in our songs: "Let us go to the Bast, let us drive to the East."
I must be very cautious in my lecture, in order to avoid politics
and not to anticipate Adolf Hitler's policy. When the Rumaniah
goes to England in order to make a loan he will probably not
have great success, because the English have enough products
from India and their colonies - but Germany needs his vineyard
and something more. We have conducted favorable commercial
treaties with Bulgaria and other gipeies like the Yugoslava, but
they are nothing but gipsies (loud laughter). So now=- again I
must express myself very carefully - we want to ocreate a great
customs union and in this we also shall be successful. You see,
when the Japanese provoked guarrels with Russia, it happened on

Germany's request in order to test their army. The result was




that Russia miserably failed and later it was at our request

that Lindbergh went to Bussia in order to learn more about the

Russian air forece. He brought us the news that Russian planes

Would be a complete failure, so again we have nothing to fear

from this sides Lithuania has now taken an example from the

Sudeten-Germans, Kowno assures the people of Memel that the

Germans are conquering there. It is not nice what I mst say

now, but it would be better for us should the ILithuanians kill

in Memel, at least 20 Germans, then we would be nearer our target,

for although they disarmed us by their friendly attitude towards
Hemel yet one day we shall get them alrighte HNow a word about
Danzige. Danzig is like & child born after 7 months. It lives
by Polish food, yet miserably as Warsaw does not altogether cut
its vital artery so it may yet breathe. I want to ask you to
behave very quietly, to develop the national community
(Volksgemeinschaft) and thus to be united in one totality. The
most important aim now is the reunion of all Germans in Danzig,
and so shall we go forward, only by great union and then one

day the frontier poat will fall down and it will be called

Germany."



10th May, 1941,

Copy of the Text of the Secret Minutes of a Meeting of the

Chamber of Commerce of Dangzig, held under the Chairmanship of

Herr Schnee,

VERSAMMLUNG DER ORTSGHUPPE HEERESANGER (Danzig)
in der Grundschule am 18,11, 1938; Redner v. Schnee.

Die Aula war gut besetzt, nach Ueberreichung neuer
Mitgliedsbuecher und Parteibuecher, begruesste der Ortsgruppen
Leiter den Redner und die Versammelten, dann gab er dem Redner
v, Schnee das Wort. Politik ist das Wissecn der Iebenagesetze
nicht nur fuer jeden Eingelnen sondern fuer alle Volksgenossen,
ueberhaupt fuer alle Menschen., Darum muss such in einem jeden
Staat Politik gefuehrt werden. Die Politik unseres Fuehrers war
von Anfang an die Bekampfung der Arbeitslosigkeit und die
Sicherstellung seines Volkes durch seine Macht, so hat sich eine
Hachtatellung Beutschland entwickelt um die uns ein jeder der
nicht zu unserem Volke gehoert, beneidet, Was wirtschaftlich
anbelangt ist im Reich, ich spreche vom Reich, nicht von Danzig,
die ausserst guenstipgsten Verhaeltnisse geschaffen worden, demn
unsere Kolonien die wir im Reich geschaffen haben, haben einen
Loebensstandard herausgebildet, die es nun kein anderes Iand
verzeichnen kann, HNun sprach er wieder von den Erzeugnissen, von
der Herstellung des Bengzinkautschucks und Wolle, damm ging er

in die Politik ueber. Der Fuehrer weiss die Zeit auszumuetzen,

er laesst keine Gelegenheit vorbergehen, wemn er diesen




deitpunkt verpasst, wer weiss wie damn die Weltgeaschichte aussehen

Wuerde denn sehen Sie, man stelle sich vor, um Deutschland ware
ein grosser Garten, die Fruechte sind reif, man muss sie Jjetzt

pfluecken, denn fallen sie ab so verfaulen sie, Sie verstehen

Warum nun der Fuehrer diesen Zeitpunkt wahrnimmt. England be-
findet sich jetzt in einer Mausefalle, diese umgehen wir, ein-
mal in Muenchen haben wir ihn herausgefordert um seine Macht-
stellung zu erproben, er hat klaglich versagt, also sehen wir,
dass es nicht so machtig ist, wie es zu sein scheint. Unser
Freund Italien Museolini unterstuezt uns hilfreich, durch seine
Heden und Handlugsweise ersehen wir, dass man ihm wohl vertrauen
kann, obwohl ein Misstrauen ihm gegenueber wohl nie ganz ver-
schwinden wird., Er beherrscht jetst das Mittelmeer, so

dass England die Herrschaft dort verloren hat, wie man hoert,
wWill es ganzlich aus Europa verschwinden, aber das sind nur
Mutmassungen, besser waere es allerdings fuer ihn, Wir muessen
Jetz ein Exempel statuiren, das muss Kommen, denn es dient uns
dazu um das durchzufuehren, was man in den Liedern besingt;

nach Osten lasst uns schreiten, nach Osten lasst uns ziehn, Sie
verstehen was ich meine, ich muss sehr vorsichtig reden, um
keine Politik zu machen und der Politik A. Hitlers vorzugreifen.
Wenn nun der Rumane nun nach England gefahren ist um eine
Anleihe zu machen, so wWird er wohl keine grossen Erfolge er=
glelen, denn seine Erzeugnisse hat der Englaender zur Genuege
aus Indien und seinen Kolonien, wir aber brauchen seine Wein-

trauben und noch andres. Wir haben Handelvertraege mit Bul-
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garien und den anderen Zigeunern wie Jugoslavien guenstig
abseschlossen, na ja es sind doch Zigeuner (grosses Gelachterl .
Und so wollen wir, ich muss das auch wiederum sehr vorsichtig

betonen, eine grosse Zollunion schaffen, es wird uns auch

dieses gelingen. Sehen Sie wenn der Japaner Streitigkeiten mit

den Russen hervorrief, so tat er es auf Geheiss Deutschland

um seine Armee zu erproben, der Erfolg war der, dags der
Russe klaglich versagte, dann ging auf unser Geheiss Lindbergh

nach Russland um seine Flugzeuge kemnnen zu lernen. Er brachte

uns die Nachricht, dass diese Flugzeuge voellig versagen Wers
den, also auch hierin nichts zu befuerchten ist. Litauen hat

gich nun an den Sudetendeutschen ein Beispiel genommen, e8

gewahrt Kowno jetzt den Memellandern alle Massnahmen die die

Deutsch en dort ergreifen, es ist nicht schoen, was ich jetzt

gagen muss, aber es iat fuer uns besser, Werm die Litauer

in Mmemellend mindestens 20 Deutsche erschlagen wurden, damm

waren wir schneller am Ziel, so entwafinen sie uns mit ihren

Froundschaftsbeziehungen zu den Memellandern, aber einmal

packen wir sie doch. Nun zu Danzig, Danzig lst wie ein

sieben Monatskind, es lebt wohl hervorgerufen durch die

Ernahrung von Polen, aber klagliéh, demn Warschau schneidet

ihm die Lebensader nicht ganz durch, so dass es noch atmen kamm,
Ich moechte Sie nur bitten, sich ganz ruhig zu verhalten, die
Volksgemeinschaft so zu pflegen und sich so zu einem Ganzen zu
vereinigen, das ist jetst die wichtigate die Zusammenfassung aller
Deutschen in Danzig, damm werden wir vorwarts kommen, nur durch

die grosse Einigkeit, dann wird auch einmal der Grengpfahl fallen

und der heiset Deutschland.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 14, 1941.

MIMORANDUM FOR
UNLERSECAETARY WELLES:

For preparation of reply.

¥. D: R

Letter from Hon. Tony Biddle, Ritz Hotel,
London, 4/22/41 to the President, forwarding
a copy and translation of the text of a
letter he received from Alexander Bobkowski,
son-in-law of Mr. Moscicki, the former Presi-
dent of Poland. The letter ddgribes the
whereabouts and critical position of the
members of the former Polish Government.



Ritz Hotcl,
Londone
15th ¥ay, 1941.

My dear Mr, President,

I beg to refer to my letter and enclosure
of May 18, concerning "The German Threat to French
Africa", and, for your further information to convey
the following substance of information and observations
confidentially disclosed to me by informed Allied
Governmental sources here, {These include the de
Gaulle Administration established in London).

With warmest regards, I am

FPaithfully youre
s -y

o

The President,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.



May 16, 1941,

MO/ AN DUM,
SeriSinbSot mive Rt iy —

Supplementing the information oontained in the
memorandum attached to my letter of ﬂ 12, 1941, regarding
"The German threat te Premch Africa"”, I beg to re the
m-.= subs tance of information and cbservations confidentially
disol to me informed Allied Government Sources hero.
ll.““nullulhh de Gaulle Administration eatablished in

L

It is believed by my informants that umﬁuh
eatimate What be expected of Yranece, one bear in
mind that Darlan visualized France's replacing Ita

in a "No. 2" role in & "New German Order” with Spain a possible
"Ho.,3" and Italy at the bottom of ‘he list. He moreover pletured
himself the "No,1" of the sea forces of such an alignment,
Gontributing to this twm of mind, it is believed that Darlan
felt that a France restored in a I-o-ulth sphere of influence,
would be diseredited for several rations] that her prestige
m:mmma-h-#mlwtmaﬂm
domain to the extent that ’renchmen even there, Would be the
objects of ridicule,

On the other haud, however, a Franoe reconstruc ted within
the framework of a "New ior-n Order” would, by reason of effeotive
Prench eollaboration towarde a German ‘l'l.!tﬂl';, enjoy the support
of German foree and preatige the Prench colonies = the
solonial native populations would made to respect the French,

Mos! recent news indioated that the Fremech :!.ntng
authorities in Syria had for some time been Shipping to the
Resehid Ali forees in Irag, important quantities of guns and
ammuni tion which had beem stored in Syria. This, turﬂmr with
an expected rapld inerease in @German aerial invasion ol Syria,
might force the British te aetion in that country. Were this to
some abomt, it i@ believed that Britain would have to count with
the likelihood of Darlan's using this as a pretexi to turn the
Prench Fleet against Britain,

0f eomnected bearing, several of my informntse, and
especially the official of the de Geulle Administration,
expressed the opinion that after witneseing evenis in Prance and
Syria, there was 1ittle if any reason to expect Morooceo, any more

REGRADED
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dyria, to resist German pressure when Hitler
oxert it thereon in full, At any rate, it was
tactioal point of view, to expect nothing from
in the form of reasistance amd o set up the
strategloal plan accordingly.

In commection with this opinion, my informantie drew
my attention to the steady, infaet inereas infiltration
of Germane into Morocco, as well as to a tial report
they had recently received indicating that Gemeral Weygand had

panish
troope in Spanish Morocoe, te sonsult with a view to setting
'ﬁ-MHmniaﬂtmuutﬂh_m
to defend thelr respeetive territories against potemtial German
action,

i
§
:
:
?
l
.

The subetance of the foregoing disclosures, which I
am hereby paseing on in the thouwght that it might prove helpful
in ing together the pioture in the making, indieates to my
that devel t8 arc now leading to an early show-down
between the Brit amd the Premech,



Ritz Hotel,
London,
May 12, 1941,

My dear ilr. President:

For your information I am attaching hereto, a
confidential memorandum containing in substance, certain
intelligence reports and observations concerning the
"German threat to French Africa", as imparted to me by
M. Rene Pleven, Director of Foreign and kconomic Affairs,
and Secretary éanaral of the Council of Defense of the
Empire of the de Gaulle forces, (previous to France's
collapse, he was a member of the Joint Anglo-French
Purchasing Commission). I beg to draw your particular
attention to this memorandum.

Attached moreover to this memorandum are Annexes
#) Juridical position of France in relation to Morocco;
fﬁi A report on the situstion in French West Africa (Dakar) ;
C) Position of the French Fleet under the control of
Vichy (as of early April, 1941).

In stating the "de Gaulle" case, M. Pleven emphasized
that from the very outset, Brazzaville's road had been
marked by "tough sledding”. The British had straight-a-way
extended a friendly and encouraging hand, and, within the
limits of their capacity, material assistance. Brazzaville
was deeply appreciative. The men and women who composed the
French forces were real people - French patriots of intelligence
and backbone - people annimated by the same kind of spirit
which had inspired our people in their struggle for the
independence and liberty of the United States.

The position occupied by the de Gaulie forces in
French Equatorial Afrieca was, from the strategic standpoint,
becoming more and more important vis-a-vis lorocco, as well
as the Dakar area - not to mention the air routes from
Takoradi to Khartoum. In fact, were the German air force
to engage 1n a Morocco-based aerial thrust in the direction

of

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C.
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of Takoradl or even across the routes leading therefrom,

it might becume necessary to establish an alternative
aeroplane assembly plant at Pointe Noire, French Equatorial
Africa. In such case, this center cculd be made to serve
the same purpose as does Takoradi at present, DBesides,
there was a railway from Pointe Noire to Brazzaville,and
river transportation thence to Benan.

M. Pleven ventured the hope on part of himself and his
assoclates, that Washington might see its way clear to
make some gesture of sympathy and understanding to Brazzaville.

In this connection, he said Brazzaville found itself
constantly faced with difficulties. For example, about
four weekxs ago, the authorities concerned in Washington, had
refused Export Lieences for shipment of Iron Hoops for
cotton bales to French Equatorial Africa. Arrangements
for their shipment therefore, had had to be made to a
British colconial port, costly in terms both of loss of
time and added expense.

He then pointed out that recent reports indicated that
the United States was shipping to Moroeco 10,000 tons of
petrol, 6,000 tons of kerosene, and 1,000 tons of lubricants.
Other reports indicated the shipment of cotton goods to
Dakar, This would add to Brazzaville's difficulties in that
Nazl agents in thelr machinations vis-a-vis the Cameroons and
Equatorial Africa, would more than likely attempt to sew
seeds of discontent amongst the latter by playing up the
benefits thus accruing to the natives as well as the White
populations of Morocco and Senegal.

Of connected bearing, he said that while Brazzaville
purchases were handled by the British, it would greatly
simplify and facilitate business between French Equatorial
Africa and the United States, if Washington might see its
way clear towards approving the setting up of "Specilal
Accounts" in the names of French Egquatorial Africa and
of the French Cameroons.

He earnestly hoped moreover, that Washington would
honor the passports i1ssued at Brazzaville, for French law
provided for the issuance of passports by the Governor of
a French colony, during a period of emergency.

Then too, there was the question of several ships which
the Free French forces had commandeered in order to prevent
their falling into German hands. These were formerly the

property
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Broparty of the Messagerie Maritime. Brazzaville would now
ike to assign them as carriers in the chrome and nickel
trade from New Caledonia. This desire however, gave rise

to & serious guestion, i.e. whether the authorities of the
United States would treat the ships as free from impeachment.

In conclusion, I should like to point out that the
fact that M. Pleven has from time to time disclosed confi-
dential information to me, is in part due to our former
close contact previous to France's collapse. At that time,
he was a member of the Joint Anglo-French Purchasing Commission,
and on several occasions his cooperation served very helpfully
towards my carrying out my Mission near the Polish Government
at Angers, Moreover, I subsequently came into frequent
contact with him during the period of my Special Mission to
the French Government - up to the date when he left for
Brazzaville to organlize the de Gaulle Administration there,
I regarded him as a serious,.sincere, couwrageous and
intelligent patriot.

With warmest regards, I am

Faithfully yours, Y
o el
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In banding me the aforementioned and attached rejorts,
Nr. Pleven expressad the bellef that the substance thereof
might prove of interest to my Government, At the same time,
he urged that they be treated in utmmst conil ldence.

He then confidentially revealed that informaticn he hud
regaived during the past few days indiouated that the German
hold over the Protectorate of Frensh Nurocco had seriously
inoreased. This deterieration of the situation had been
warked by the following faetors:

1) The personnel of the Armistice Commission had been
raised to more than £00. VYhereas until now, it had been
centered in Casa Blamea, it would soom establish itselfl
at Pedala, Marrakesh, Fesz, Meknes, and Rabat. 4 General
would shortly be appuinted at the head of the Commission,
and was said to be arriving about May 15.

£)



2) Humors were ecireulating im the Protectorate to offect
that 200 German airwem were expeeted in Casa Blanea. Moreover,
agcordiug to unconfirmed re, orts, the German delegutes at
Wiesbaden had declared their intentiom of setting up an airbase
in Cass Hlaneca,

&) Viehy - and espeeially M, de Brinom, was is ulng &
large number of visas to Gersans of all eategories who were
sent to stremgthen the 5th columm im the Proteetorate.
lUeneral Nogues and Genersl Weygand were trying to restriet the
number of these arrivals by stressing the great feeling arcused
smong the population, and the harmful aetivity of the Germans
among the natives. Gseveral cases had arisen over people coming
from Tanglers with visas signed by de Brinom and being refused
entry to the Fremeh Protectorate, The wast smajority of the
Germans arrived by ilgiers - where Darlan's wassal, Admiral
Abrial, was in command, or by Ujda. Weygand and Nogues were
poweriess to stem the tide.

4) German propaganda among the natives was being stoadily
inctensified. MNoreover, the German officials made no secret
of this faet. During & recent interview, the German consul
in Tetouan declured to his Freneh colleague, tiat the
representatives of the Reieh could not be held responsibie
for the spontanecus feelings of good will manifested to thew
by the native population. i German officer had made eontact
with the Glaowl of Marrakesh, but had a parently received =
cool reece tiom.

8)
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5) The great majority of the population was not degeived
by the Lntenso anti-British and anti-de Gaulle propaganda in
shich Viehy was indulging. 90 parcent of the people cantinued
to regard a Hritish victory as their only hope of salyation -
and dni:rl-d it ardently. The Freneh redio broadeast prograss
from London were always listensd %o with great attention.
However, by replacing certain offieials by its own men, and
above all, thanks to the spirit whieh prevalled in the Davy,
the Vichy Government had sucgesded in establishing in Moroeco
& regime similar to that of the Gestapo. ma—-munn
of feeling in favor of Great Britain or of General do Gaulle
was virtually prohibited.

The population did not however hide its anti-lGersan feelings.
In the various Jovernments of the Administratiom, despite the
ghanges made singe the Armistiee, & large number of offieisls
remained hostile to the poliey of Vichy, and this hestility
{nereased as the Cerman hold becime stronger.

m:mnnrnumn-u;m.rmwar
Prime importance.

8) In January last, when Geraan uniforms had [irst sade
m.wmumm.mrm:unrmm
M‘IWHHMH'—M wisht "Af only
ﬂ-m-uus--lrﬂuﬂmu pecple”, The
mm-mmmwmrm that this feeling
had been steadily growing. The prestige of the United Btates
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was very high in the Protectorafe and, in respect of the
Americans, thers existed none of that suspieion wonieh Viehy
had managed to arouse in certain Juarters vis~a-vis m' Hritish.
With the exeeption of the navy, the French .utm_y.uu in
goroeeo’ had received very favorably the suggestior. made by
M. Mondek, Secretary General of the Protegtorate, ol close
sconomic eolisboration with the Umited Btates whieh would
result in & virtusl "comsereial invasica® of the Protectorate
by the United States, and would thus hold the Germsns in check.
In order to roalise this ides - excellent in itself - &
long lapse of time was unfortunately necessary. Uerman pene-
tration was tuking place so rapidly, snd threatened to take a
form such that an economie eonquest of Morogco by the United
states eoculd not be sehieved in time. In addition, it would be
ineffective against the military sensee and would probably
merely accelerate the German seigure of Moroeco, Already, the
German hold over the country was such that it could be argued
that there was very grave danger in & poliey of sending supplies
to Morosco., In present ciroumstances and in view of the develop-
”nt, the supply of patrel, for imstamee ram tho risk of
pmmr-mmdmm-rr-, for the
german mechanized units: which might come agross Spain, or for
the Viehy troops which might on imstructions from the Germans,
*mﬁﬂﬂu“mm- was keeping
outside the sphere of the Armistice.
Prom the United States, & visit which would be at the
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same time & demonstration of Sl p and o display of
strength would wmeet more eff ; the needs of the momant.
It would be reeeived with relief amd great joy, both by the
Freneh and by the native populstion of Moroeco.

The difficulties with which Uermany was meeting in Egypt
and An the Near fast, might provide s favorable oecasion for
sueh a move.

Collaboration on an important seale from the high ranks
of the Administraticn and the army would und.ubtedly be given
to whom ever would deiiver Moreeco from the German menace.

7) From the military point of view, the foilowing
muﬂ be given,

One Commander in Chief of the French army in Moroeco,
General (erges - a wan of weak character - disposed of about
50,000 men, divided up fairly evenly over the Protectorate.

In case of need, these trocps could be reinfaoreed by the ealling
up of reservists, and by Moroccan formatiomns, However, they
nad little amunition and practically no modern materiel (anti-
tank guns, anti-sireraft guns, mechanized transgort),

They hed only sbout 100 tanks or armored ears.

In sarly April, the Frenech maval forees statloned at
Cass Biamoa consisted oft & 35,000 tom bsttlieship, the "Jean-Bart",
not yet completed; 4 destreyers, 5 torpedo bosts, and 15 subsarines
under the command of isdmiral d'Harcourt, in his own wurds, "the
least anti-British of the Fremch Adsirals.”

The air force's (800-700) machines, tc & great extent

paraliysed
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parslysed by Goersuin supervision, sere ancer o comwesis: of

General dlastier, & bruve scldier snd & goou Irenclman sho
wag cdolng his best.

In the spenish zons, inc.oud.ng lenglers, therc wers sbout
Lo - 140,000 men, both cpandsh wixl Batives, cmong «bos & few

Gorwuns hid

themseives, ihese troops hud o

certiin amount of mechealsed trensport but precticelly nu air-
eruft apert from the Gerscn mechines which could be sent fros
the buses ostubiished in scuthern -pein.

8) Germsn penviration in other part. of .frica: F

()
\b)

(e)

French Jest ifrics (Dakar) - see ,mhex B attached,
“cutherna slgeria amd the Selars, 5 a result of
the visit of Admirel Plutom at the beginming of
April to southern .lgeris, the Sehors, and the
Migar, At wus reported that 200 Gersman experts
ware expected to arrive in the Colomb-lLecher
reglon to carry out preliminary wourk, in counection
with the Trems-Scherum hailw .y, This obvicusly
furnished « convonlent pretext for Germen penetri -
tion into the very heurt of africe,

Ric de uro. Horeover the arrivel of & lerge number
of Germans in Ric de urc - between Moroceo s
French West ~fries was reported frow Portuguese
sources. .irecdy Vilio-Clsmeros was said to bave
been trunsforred into & submerine buse,
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Ail theso feoots to sbideh shouls be sdded the uxception of
dbys - shoed that the Germans defipltely intended to geln cobe
trol of Morth amd est ifries, Prompt setion wlone evuld pre-
mmmuntmdnmttﬂ,u‘m-um. wuuld
Ersatly mmmrmmntmm.

Iu-nmu-uulwhuhmmhﬂi-t-h
w-lﬂbmwm Suel matiods were very

TOgrotiul; Lut WhoSRNEF wented to win this wer cowld not rule
“mlm-.nmﬁuhmuu without tuanks

and plines,
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mmﬂ“thmmnhd-ww
Frenge progueded by steges, lurdng Ghwe first poricd, merked by
m-ﬂmumuﬂu}mmﬂmmhmm
PSFE ia tho estublishment of a regisme of intermstionsl conbrol
of the suroccsu mpire, A4S Ghat Lime, she purtis.ly succeeded
ummmau-mpmmm-run
Fesulting fros ber coumva froaiisr wioth chgaris,

h‘“"&ﬂ.hmhm.:r-m
“mhmwmnn-mrn-usmm
m-tmmuum,u:hurruntu
Complete liberty of actiun, To Shat enu, sbe sss obliged to
.“mim-lﬂllhhmn,uﬂlnntmu:t
ol evasiderchble seerifices, Wy e Coavemtion of april &th, lous,
ﬂtnlmmmllhmmupynsﬁhmnm.-uﬁum
Of the Fremeu politicel influence Lo Horceco, in sxclusige,
mmmmmﬂumuummn. The
Wm:m,mwmm
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By the Frowco-lerwsn sgrecment of lous, Geracny
declored thet she had no politices interest iam korovece., The
French vovernment, resuvived tu scfeguerd ecomomic eyuciliiy im
the Korooc n cupire, stated its intention oot to .aterfere with
Germany 's cosmorelol and ilndustrisl lotere-ts,

A sevond Franco-Gersan treaty, sigmed on November 4th
1911, geve France complete [reedow tou assist the scroccan Govern-
mwent, In exchange for the "protective rights” thus obbcined
over the Morocc.n Lmpire, ironce ceded to Germeny vest Serritorics
in cquatoriel sfrica.

Unce assured of ber liberty of aetion vis-&-vis the
other Posers, France had then Lo huve her protuclorite acceploc
by the Moroccan Hmplire itself. For this purpese, & trasaly wos
concluded at Fez on dareh 50th lsl.. This agreescnt, «hich
defined the Juridicul reletions bLetween Froace - Uhe protecting
Power - and the Moroccin umpire - the protected Power - confirmec
the Sultan's scceptance of the provisions of the Franco-Geruen
freaty of 18ll., Its prinmeipcl clauses ware desiined:

1) to sllow the French Uovermment to imtroduce administre-
legel, scolestic, eccnomic, limenelel and militery

u;—:mwm-ramuum
u“%ﬂli .:mu m
P it s et S L™
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4) tev obiige the srench Goveroment to protect oo Sultan

:ruh.u nuunu:ri, ::Ia.h times, ageinst :.qu:uwt. # .
sun or s whe, or compromising soeguri

his mm; v

b) Lo sllow the Freuch uovernment the imitistive as regerds
il mWeosures necessitated by the Protector.te rogime and
having to be enscted by the cwultam;

: 6) to entrust the task of th: Freanch Govera-
went Lo o Hesident-uenersd full powers to set in
f Moroeco in the name of the depublie.

{Ihe lesident-Gopersi is the wlten's Ainter-
mamm«mnnmnp.uﬂmﬂ
Foreign Powers und An their redcticns with the Govern-
ment of Moroceo, hu‘nnquu, r-:ml.lhll!‘-lrﬂ.l
L;I.u | v e
He has powar to epprove amd to promuigetes, iu the
,Of the Fremeh Govarmsent, .l Gecroes saceted by

7) to entrust the srench diplos:tic sund e_nsuler sgents
nmwmadmwmmmum

subjects interests cbroud,

6) to forbid the Sultem to cuncinde ey act of en imter-

natlonal elureeter without Lhe previcus e.nsent of Lhe
French Ygvernor,

t N .

£y
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Ihe estublishment ¢f Luo Protectorste has left France
with & eertuin number of restrictions imposed upon her by the
international sgreement: she had previcusiy sigmwd. For instonce,
io the ecomomic sphere, her idverty of cetiom is Almited by Che
Obilgation to mintuin complete e Uslilly of restment botween
eli maijons, o whieh she subseribed in the sronco-Britisi Trosty
of lou4 and in the Pronco-Uersan sgresment of 1sll, Hestrietions

-
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are alsc lamposed upen her in the fimencicl spherv, easpeelelly
@s regards the operation of the state benk of HOI'ORQO,

From the politicsi stundpoint, the position is dif--
feront, In view of thw remmcistion by the other States of the
mhmqmmmm"mnm
h“hlﬂuﬁ“ﬁthmldm The only
mm-nuw—umm-nmmm
the Protectorate Tresty itseif,

It foliows that, should Fremee mot fuifill her oblige-
Mu-mm,nunrummnnm
right to take her place, Lven spein - who, through hor geo-

wight be considered to be in & privileged positivm - camnnot
mwmmmmmummmﬂ
Fronee should the latter cefuult,

(A8 far as the United Stutes are cuncernsd, thay
mm&smm &t the Conferemce of .lgesirss in

-lla politicel disinterestedness in Morecco.
the United States d&g.h which figures
stressed
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Could the —ulten teke coventoge of the moa-observeuce
by Frunge of her obllgutions uncer tihe Irecty (in particulsr,
M-ﬂmﬁﬂﬂahm:muﬂnwﬂmw
agrees to protect ilis Majesty the ultun of Morocco et all time-
ugelnst smy sttempt on his perscn or his thrune, or compromising
the seocurity of his Gtutes) to declisre the Treaty to have lapsed
md to ask for the protection of anothor Power?

Tieoretlcclly, there is mothimg to prevent it, But it
should be cbserved thet the Frotectorste Irecty e uteins no
stipulations regarding sny differences which wight srise as to
1hmuta“-1hlﬂlultmmtht,mmm
hand, thers is no lagterncticme. suthority competenmt to declde
-h“umwhmﬂmmunﬁm
shieh she undertock by the Tresty of lsl:,

Un the other hond, the fuet thet durimg the Conferonce
of slgesiras, imerics mede it absolutely clecr thut from the
mmmuumnnm.mu
cunsidersd «s econferring upon her & grecter liberty of seticn
Lo take, as regaris Morueco, whitever m.usures the security of
the smericon continent might necessitste,

- e = = = o=



The stitude of weckDess anc Loeltis cisplayed by the
population of Frenei +ost AfTiCu af ¢ shole «Fiscs oul of the
fuet that this population feels itsell o be very far from
Burope cnd is quite unconsCiols of Gue denger of the Germcns
selzing coubrol. "ihy begin the struggle agelin silice we ore
fortunately -ut of danger® is & very cummon expression,

athe shole, pubiic opimion is iln faver of Freeo ir.nce
and the ililed couse, but this feeling i: o sere Lhan passive
ond purely platomic. :

As in Nersh .fries, the uppor renks in e arey amd
the admindistrations remein feitoful to the Viehy uvovermment,
e seme is, of cuurse, truc of the Bavei officurs.

1. & ——— . Lria

Long befors the war, & veritubli. Fifth Coiumn existed
in Fremeh sest ~fries, cumposel Of Usimens cue Lt ilens, osten-
sibly Jews, anti-Fusclists s anli-Bozis, it bec seny scoum-
plices - both witting and unwitting - in Ghe sdsiuistrection
and the Police. Gince the srmistice, these sgents heve redoubled
setivity, Ur. Klsube, ex-director of Lhe Lufthemss st bothurst,
is at their bead, He has at bis disposel @ widespresd Intelli-
gente Service, smd co-ordimetes the work of Itailen and Germsn
sgents, Ho makes frequent visits to Norceco Ly sir,
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e methou of penetyation is as Toilowsy Ufficers
and B,C.uds oro @espatehed in civilian clothes, with the
complicity of the locw. Ademimistreticnm, Jbdeh thus cumeilictes

its attitude - apperently irreproscisbliv - with wict it teres
“the negessities of the armistice and of defeat®, sl the Gersen

mm%mwtﬂmm
Swedish, otc.). They srrive in lsker oither by ‘plane or smongst
the passengors on French ships ccming from Merrceec; they land
under cover of darkmess, heolped by the poilce of the port. un
srrival, thoy ure immedistely tuken tu the humes of "relisble”
persons,

puring the months of Jomuary, Februsry omc kereh, six
sdditional mavel officers orrivec in this smcnmer. The Gerasn
mﬁiﬂuhmnmmmmmm-mvu
in recent wenths, & fect shich mekes it cifficult o Sreek Lies
down,

The end of Yarch sew tho sITive.s of en susiPien
tm#mm“.ﬂhmmmwmu
for Germen submerimes off leker awmd at & poimt om thu eoust
shere this officer is tu set uWp & SUppiy bese with the help of
agents on the spot «hose mission Lt wes Go preperc e ground®,

. None wf the Germen or Itiilen officers or H.Cl.'s
wears undiors,

To sum up, At cen be said Chat:
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(o) The Itillaus are in the subordam te role of
caents;

v ™ ﬂu:u (elone useredited to & Vary smeil X
ouaber Hﬂm ang civiliau rsomslillies,
Gomtrolise sl meke Wse of Lhe m«-ﬂm obtalnwc;

(¢) & certiin oumber of Gaparts (ebout & dozen Germen
Bevel officers) prepure thw ground for the

Srunsformstlos of the region of jwxer
?_ﬁl Upply-buse for subgerines, Tholr methoo

\b)

The militery sad mavel forees ore st prosent of the
following order of wegnitudes

(o) smy

“ByU0U ~ BULOUU men, mostly Ratives, «Ath sudts officer.
and NGC.0.'s. They sre well-srmed ond well-equij,ed, DMt heve

SEACtACLLLY Bo mechendsed forges. Thero cre abowt . tonks (o
U srEoured Cirs, WMLM

(b) avistion

MM“ stuticned 1in

Frooeh Wes. Afries, but it sust be remesb.red tlet, by air,

Horth .frice is cumly & few Bours swey, IBe «ir fvice in dorth
mmnmnﬂmtm-,-mmuﬂmmue
salid %o be in rumming order. io sest AfTies, there ure considercbic
stocks of aviation Potrol amd sewersl exee..ent servdromus,




mw:’. ﬂut.lu
Two 8,0uu=ton eruisers
Une rejalr shi; for submarines (the “Jules Verue ")
Loy destruyers
Ume tarpedu-bust
~ight to ten submerines
44x slovps,

In cddition to the eress of these ships, lerge numbers
dmm_ih-ﬁﬂhmnmamnk;tmm
hey are suld o secunt to ot losst 1lo,000,  Approprictely emboiled,
“mmlummm,-r-‘.ﬂlﬁﬂm-
mmmmummmmmumm.

- s e e W e o

i i, e Bt



ANNEE, G, /gF&JdZ .

M!ﬂ-—ﬁ. tx Fleet under the esantrol of Viehy,
April, 1941,)
1) ZouLom:

2 batt "0t
4 Cruisers oF 10,650 tonsy’ @4 "Provence”)
3 Crulsers of A tons,

17 Torpedo-boat royers,
e

7) ORAN: I Battleship (“"Dunkergue™), of which the repaire

o S
almgwn_ Fbi’f ngb
+) EExOUTH: ol

2 Tarpedo-bant rs,
4 D-p-hh-hont::“m
& Submarines,

5) CABABLAGA:

Sattleship of 55,000 tons (“Jeen-bart™), whieh
hing been sotively worked upem, but
which is not ready.

(no smmunit
anpuu-hu:.nlntm
Torpedo-bonts,
Stﬂ-lriﬂll.

LA

6] BALAR:

-t

Bettleship of 35,000 tons ("Richelleu®)
. u.uhuu' ul.ullr u::l :s .n
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Ritz Hotel
London,
May 15,1941,

My dear Mr. President:

While the British press in its first wave of reaction
treated the dramatic arrival of Herr Hess in Scotland as
an event in effect, worth more than a military victory in
the field, my experience in observing Nazl Germany's subtle
machinations from several now German-occupied Luropean
capitols, led me to keep an open mind as to the real signifi-
cance of this event.

Accordingly, I felt that while Herr Hess might conceivably
be a refugee from Nazi Party conflict, as a result of oppo-
sition to closer collaboration with Russia, the possibility
should not be overlooked that his sudden arrival here might
be a subtle card played by Herr Hitler on the one hand, to
inspire confusion in England and doubt as well as confusion
in Turkey,Spain and France, and on the other hand, as a spur
to the isolationists in the United &tates.

In a desire to ascertain the reaction of someone in whose
judgment of Nazi mentality I had confidence, I consulted
Lieutenant Joseph S. Lipski, former Polish Ambassador to Germany,
and now Aide-de-Camp, in capacity of political adviser, to
General Sikorski.

Emphasizing that in effect his views were in accord with
mine, as above set forth, he pointed out that the alleged
discovery of letters in Germany after the departure of Herr Hess
Was characteristic of Nazi technique. This "discovery! had
afforded Berlin radio pretext to play up the alleged disclosure
of the letters - that the purpose of Herr Hess' daring voyage

had been to discuss peace. This was all part of the game to
inspire confusion and doubt here and abroad.

Lipski then said that in watching carefully for further
traces

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C.



traces of Nazi technique, he had found thut while the first
German communigue had implied that Herr Hess was mentally
deranged, the subsequent communique had significantly ceased
to stress this point, 5till later communiques merked him down
in effect as an idezlist,

Moreover, further word coming out of Germany had given
the impression that about the only serious complaint against
Herr Hess was his disobedience of Herp Hitler's rule against
his officials? traveling by air,

My informant moreover pointed out the significant absence
of news as to resultant purge of any importance, My informant
felt moreover that in conceiving this dramatic move, Herr
Hitler had been motivated mainly by dread of America's possible
entry into the war, Hence, he had timed it in advence of
President hoosevelt!'s awaited speech. Moreover, Hitler's timing
had perhaps, from the standpoint of its potential effect on
Briﬁlsh ublic opinion, even had regard for his heralded meeting
with Stalin,

In view of the foregoing, among other points, my informant
was unhappy over the scope and tone of publiecity play-up which
the Eritish press had devoted to the event, It hed lacked
organized thought, - in fact, it had merely played into Herr
Hitler's hands. fe felt thal Mr, Churchill woulg do vo1iois put
an end to this press play-up, and at the earliest moment make
some stutement which would serve once and for all, to clear any
doubts and confusion which might have arisen both here and
abroad as a result of the incident, On the other hand, if
subtly handled, Herr Hesst presence here could be made to Serve
most usefully,

Lipski then revealed that General Jikorskil had requested
him to render & full report of his observations for Mr, Churchill

With warmest regards, I am

Faithfully yours,

“Tely
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Ritz Hotel,
May 17, 1941.
London.

My dear Mr., President:

For your information, I am attaching hereto a
confidential memorandum setting forth certain
information from Allied Government sources, bearing
directly and indirectly upon Russia's position - and
my personal observations thereon.

In that this information comes to me from officials
of Allied Government cirecles who have long been students
of Russia's position and of affairs bearing thereon, and
who have thelr own secret channels of intelligence
reporting, I feel that their disclosures might conceivably
prove helpful in rounding out the picture in the making.

With warmest regards, and every good wish, I am
Faithfully yours .

T

v

The President
The White House,
Washington, D.C.
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UNCththiED
May 7,1941
ELORANDUN
nformation from Al;ied Gover
Urces beari irectl nﬂ rectl

on hHusslals pos On .

Information from Czeck sources and observations regarding:

1) Moscow's position in light of Stalin's internal-Political
move.

2) Information from Polish sources and observations

(a) on reports in Turkey, as of last Autumn, indicating
Berlin pressure on Moscow for coliaboration in
further Middle Eastern adventures;

(b) regarding repercussions in Teheran;

(e) concerning still unconfirmed reports of early
attempt by Stockholm to bring Helsinki into a
"Friendship and Guaranty" Pact.

&) Concerning concentration of about & divisions of

German troops in Tromsoe-Kirkeness Area of Norway.

1) - Czechoslovak Minister for Foreign Affairs, Dr.
Hubert Ripka, today informed me that his Government had
received information

(a) that in April, German technicians had been sent
into German-occupied Poland and into Rumania with orders
to
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to complete the perfection of communications by May 15;

(b) that there had arisen a difference of opinion
in military and inner political ecircles in Russla as to the
merits of Russia's collaboration with Germany,

He then pointed out that there were now, large con-
centrations of German troops in Poland, Rumania and Bulgaria,

Taking these, among other indications into consideration,
and having an understanding of the Russlan mentality, he was
inclined to interpret Stalin's recent assumption of Office of
Chairman of the Council of the People's Commissars, as a move
to gain a tighter grip on internal affairs - preparatory to
meeting a nearby crisis - whether he decided to trade or fight
it out with Germany.

He thought moreover, that Hitler would consider it
necessary to bring lMoscow to an early definite understanding
in order, among other reasons,

(a) to assure access to fuel and grain sources
essential to conduct of a prolonged war; and

(b) to minimize the risk of & two-front confliet
in event of an attempted German invasion of England.

2) Of pertinent bearing, Polish Undersecretary of State

for Forelgn Affairs, Arciszewski, revealed
(a) that as far back as late Autumn,1940, when he
was in Turkey, there was considerable talk that Germany was

urging
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urging Russia to collaborate in a thrust to the Middle Hast,
scheduled to commence May 16th;

(b) Today a cable from the Polish Minister in
Teheran indicated that an atmosphere of panie prevailed there.
It was felt by the people that with further trouble in Irag,
and in event the Iraqian forces gained the upper hand, the
Russians would selze the northern ‘:zitiﬂu of Iran.

Minister Arciszewskl went on to say thaEJtaking these and
other items of information into consideration, both he and
Polish Foreign Minister Zaleski, were inclined to believe
that Germany's play vis-a-vis Russia, envisaged forcing her
into a more than hitherto positive form of collaboration, in
termﬁ)huth of assured German access to Russian fuel and grain
supplies, and of further joint adventures in the direction
of India;

(¢) Of connected bearing, Minister Arciszewski then
said that his Government's still unconfirmed reports from
Helsinki and stockholm indicated 1/ that Swedish Foreign Minister
Gunther, was due to arrive in Helsinki tomorrow (May 8) with
a view to inviting Helsinki into a "Friendship and Guaranty"
Pactj 2/ that Stockholm's move in this regard had been encoursged,
if not inspired, by Moscow; 3/ that Finland had recently come
distinctly under German influence; and 4/ that this condition,

together with a growing spirit of revenge against Russia, left
little
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little ground for hope that Helsinki would accept Stockholm's

-l -

offer.,

&) - Of further connected bearing, the Norwegian Foreign
linister, Lie, disclosed that a Norwegian observer, recently
arrived here from Finland, after journeying through that
country from Tromsoe, reported the following; (I immediately
transmitted this information to General Lea, Military Attache
at the American Embassy to the Court of St. James.)

(a) Conpentration of about 60,000 (young) German
troops, or three divisions with full equipment in the Tromsoce-
Kirkeness area;

(b) The presence of a number of transport ships off
the coast of that area;

(e) His belief that these troops had been shipped
there by boat from southern Norway;

(d) The purchase of several hundred pairs of skiis
in Finland, for use of these troops. (He had seen a large
shipment of them in transit).

Commenting on the foregoing, linister Lie said that in
atteupting to interpret the purpose of this move, he and his
assoclates felt that while on the one hand, it might envisage
4 thrust in any one of the following directions: Iceland, or
Spitsbergen (including the islands of Jan Mayen and Baer), or
Greenland, on the other hand, it might be aimed as a move to

bring
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bring pressure on Sweden and Finland directly, and on Russia
indirectly. With reference to cpitsbergen, the Winister
pointed out that an airbase there could, among other purposes,
be made to serve as a link in air ﬁraffic between Germany
and Japan, in event that traffic across Russia were interrupted.
In this connection, I am personally inclined to feel that
this troop concentration envisages serving a two-fold purpose
by stages: 1in the first, or present stage, pressure directly
on Sweden and Finland - and indirectly on Russia; in the second
stage, a pivotal spring-board for northern or westward action.
Ihe foregoing, among other information, deoes not to my
mind, necessarily indicate immediate German action vis-a-vis
Russia; rather, it suggests a characteristie German play for
pressuring position (bearing in mind, however, that the plan
undoubtedly envisages a position sufficiently strong to afford
effective action, if pressure failed to attain desired results).
At the same time, reports from many informed sources
indicate to my mind, that Russia is neither ready nor willing
to become envolved in military action at this time, and that
bir. Stalin would go far to appease Herr Hitler. Whether,however,
appeasement might take the oft suggested form either (a) of
permitting German railway brigades and "technicians" to .take
over supervision of transportation as well as fuel and grain
resources in the Ukraine, a&s & means of guaranteering German
access thereto; or (b) collaboration in further eastward-bound

adventures; or both, remains to be seen.

Several
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Several polnts which from Herr Hitler's standpoint seem
to be taking on more definite color are (a) his effort to
prepare the basis for a war of longer duration; and (b) that
he may be expected to exploit Russial's apparent wealmess to
the maximum degree,

Among other reports which contribute to my reactions
on this score are the following:

(a) Stalin's recent closing down of the Norwegian and
Yugoslav Missions in Moscow. In this connection, Norwegian
official cireles here attribute this directly to German pressure;

(b) The retention in office of Molotov who has been so
closely associated with the policy of collaboration with Germany;

{e¢) Polish Abbey Kaczynski's statement to me concerning
the observations of his brother, one of Warsaw's foremost
electrical engineers, after his escape from Russia where he
had been held prisoner: After his brother was taken captive
during the war in Poland, he was placed in a prison camp. One
day when the Russian authorities discovered he was an expert
on electric power plants, they took him out of the camp, and
placed him in charge of a large publiec utility plant in one of
the larger centers near the frontier. A man of militery ex-
perience, as well, he had the opportunity to observe the character
and condition of Russian military forces, not only in Russian-
occupied Poland but also behind this area. He said that while
what he saw in the Pplish area was impressive, it might be
marked down as a "show window" - for the troops behind this area
might best be described as "sloppy", and poorly equipped. He was

convineced that Russia was not ready to deal with a characteristic
German Blitz attack.
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Deer Marporet:

Thank you ever sec much for vour

lotter which wise most interesting. Pleespe
do it often.

A8 You wmey know, I have had to
teke it eury for the laat eouple of weeoks
but I am feeling Ter; rueh better zow and
am starting in sgain with & reguler gohedule.

T Besar such nige things avout both
you end Tony and 1t is corteiuly o corfort
%o know that you ere Both there. Do take
cure of yourselves and write me sgailn sgon.

Affectionately,

irs. A. J. Drexel Pladle,
The Ritz Hotel,

London, Englend.

P SFy (uld e fobdo,

mal/d ]
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN
May 19, 1941
MISSY:

To prepare a nice letter to

Margaret from me.

FeDoRe
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Copy of Air Marshal Sir Charles Fortal's

last words to Bomber Commund upon leeving
and taking ferewell of the Ufflcera.

If you ean keep yourself from zoing erackers
At all the things that you're ndvised to do;
When Hitler sends his horrid alr attackers
With aquibe and bombs to try and frighten you;
If you can hear that hellish Banshee warning
Without that sinking feelinz in your brosat
If you can Bleep in dugzouts till the morming
And never feel you ought to have more restj
If you ern leuzh at every blackout stumble
llor marmur when you gannot find a pub;

If you oan eat your ration and not grumble
Abvout the wicked price you pay for grub;

If you can keep depression down to zero

And view it all as jJust a bit of fun;

Then, Sir, you'll be & bloudy hero,

And what ia more, you'll be ithe only one!
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A ﬁ R
. i\fr
Ritz Hotel,

London,
May 29, 1941.

My dear Mr. President:

I had the pleasure of an hours' audience with King George
yesterday. My visit took place just after he had heard a
full recording of your historic and magnificent address. He
was discernibly moved and deseribed your speech as a momentous,
powerful, and stiring utterance, which he and his people
greeted as a welcome encouragement at this eritical pericd
of the war.

The rest of our conversation might be characterized as
a "Tour d'horizon™, and I noted with interest his clear grasp
of current developments as well as his realistic outlock in
relation to those in the making.

Please accept Margaret's and my most sincere congratulations
on your truly magnificent message. We were deeply moved and
genuinely thrilled by this further mark of your courageous
intelligence and grand leadership.

With warmest regards and every good wish, I am

Buases~

Faithfully yours,
The President

The White House,
Washington, D.C.



Hyde Park, N. Y.
May 3, 1041

Dear Tonyi=

Your notes and memoranda sent
about May seventh are of axtraordinary
intereat. Ever so many thanks. Keep up
the good work.

My love to Margaret.

Ag aver yours,

Homorable J. Anthony Drexel Biddle,
Rits Hotel,

Englan.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 31, 1941,

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

I think these lotters
from Biddle will interest you.
Pleace let me have them back
for my files.

F. D. R,
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