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General 
Opinion on 
Next Tiro 
Tears. 

4 Digest or Opinion or Norwegian Informed 
Observers Bearing on European Outlook end 

war Tendencies, 

In Norwegian Government circle• it is generally 

felt tha t the present tense European situation will 

be liQuidated within the next two yeora, either t hrough 
statesmanship and diplomacy or by military force, 
Thie will be ror two rsasone: first, all t he lead-
ing European nstione will have completed their arma­
ment within two years, thereby neutra l izing the 
advantage now held by the nations whoee a~enta are 

more ed.anced t hen others; end second, i t is hel d 
here that beyond the next one and a half t o two years , 

the peoples or t he variously heavily arming ns t ione 
will reYol t againet thei r Ooverlllt8nt•s continued 
exhausting taxation ror armament purposes. They will 
be no longer willing or able to bear the burden, The 
Governments a re beginning to r eal ize t his , and it is 
felt that serious thought wi l l soon be given t o prepara­
tions to mee t the Bituation. This, barring a war in 

the meantime, wi ll cause these Oovernmenta , in salt 

interaat, to seek round- tabla d 1scusaiona towards 
liquidating top-heavy armaments. 

Interestins I beg to refer to my •chert Show i ng Prices Paid vlen or 
wunltlona tor Dynamite-Glycerine (in Norwegian Currency, 1684-19~6)• k8nutecturins 
Circles rs - forwarded by me May 6 , 1936, As then pointed out , War Tenden-
cies, munit ions manufacturing circles here regard this chart 

as a •war-tendency barometer•. 4t date of my leat 

year's despatch, the price wna approximatel y 130 pre 

per kilo. 
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per kilo. At the turn or t he year (1986- 87) tha price 

bad advanced above 2 kroner. At t hie writing the price 

ie approximatel y 3 kroner. - a new high aince the period 

1918-19 - and not a ton available tor purchase, tnlt1l 

Deceebar it could be purchased with difficulty in 

Holland - but now, even that marke t 1e closed, Incident­

ally, the .ai n Norwegian aunitione plant hae two yeare• 

oupply on band, a t low coet, MUnition• c ircle s he re 

look tor thie eituation to oontinua t huo tor at laaet 

two yeare . They do not neoeeearily, however , look tor 

a war in the inter im, barring ooneequent i al incidente, 

aeu 
• 

Xorwagian bue 1nese and other i nformed c ircl e• hol d 

it will be difficult ann to eet1aata what Britain'• 

not bav1nS z:~&intained an adequate detenee baa coat her 

_i n preetiga , intra-Empire diat urbaneea , currant extra­WSxa1n 
atn n ACia-e.renee.ordinary detenae expenditure• under preseure, at ce tera, guat a 

In the aggregate coat onr the paa t two year s and the 

next two yeara , it is held that Britain muat include 

tinanciLl accom.odation and economic aaaiatanea to other 

nation• - e i ther to bold thea ae alliee or hold thea 

ott aa potential enaAiea, until Britain will have 

attained he r own adt quate e trength in str iking power , 

Thie will al l be part or the price ehe must pay. 

Naturally ehe would like her trionda o.nd neighbor• to 

cont r ibute towar do tb1a • priee• - but ebould they be 

unable or unwi l ling to do eo, ebe wi l l have to bear 

the burden hereel t - as bar entire future 1a at stake, 

Ret err 1ng t o ay cable or Deeellber 11, 1986, to the 

Department , the fo llowing are excarpta: 

"Tba fOllowing compriaea the Brit ieb l ong- tara 

objooti ve in fore ign polioyl Britain a 1ma acting in 

capacity 
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oapaaitJ of honeat peaoe broker toward• e~entual 

general Rurope8Jl agreement enviaa~ing German a.nd Russian 

partici pation. Immediate ob jeotive: to break up 

Italo-German coabination t hrough aotion ta~orable to 

lt&lJ (note: this wae realized through eubaequent 

Mediterranean Paot) . In oonneotion therewith, 

Vane i ttart •e conviction gaining credenoe in high Britieh 

circle• to et teet: Germany ehould be regarded ae 

Britain' • potential afll!eaor; thia warning ba• 

regard to Britiah and German relati~e armed poe1t1ona, 

wherebr eetimated peaks are attainabl e in two yeara 

and eJgbteen montha reapeetivelr. Britieh aia to block 

Oermany• a incroaa1ng alliances to aouth and weat , thue 

hoping to get Germany e~ontually into general agree­

Mnt - alao to block ItalJ' a grabbing beee• near 

Gibraltar. • 

Aa regard• Britain'• hol ding ot t Germany until 

abe can rearm, Norwegian circlee aee Britain now 

apprehenaivalr looking a t the German economic situation 

w1 th a ~iew to concei rtng ..,ana to avert a breakdown 

and e:rploeion. 

Gene rally viewed, the Spartan apirit baa entirely 

replaced t he Athenian , wb i cb raot worke tor the 

diead~antage or all lurope. I n other worde, a 

thorougblJ ~ilitary-minded generation tende to create 

a eituation oeetbing with potential repercuaeiona. 

Referring to ~ cable or December 19, 1936, to the 

Depart..,nt, the following are excerpts: 

"Reliable eourcee inform ma secret Oerman-Ruaeian 

conve r s ation• taking pl aoe envieasins cooperation at 

price or neutralization or Pcl iab and lapaneae tronte. 

'l'hia mean• Oermanr not to aaaiat lapan againet Ru .. ia 

and 
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and Ruaaia not to asaiet Poland or Trance against 

Germanr. Bri tish circles oonoerned last thia lead 

to war through Germany ' • getting rraa bend. Under­

etand Russia would be prepared to tear up reoent 

agreements if Germany would do likewise. ~ 

arrangemente would i ndicate Voroabilov•a aims over­

ahadowins Litvinov• s obJeotivee, Though indication• 

are reported to be ot euttioiently definite character 

to aauoe apprehension in Soandinavian and British 

high cirol ea, like all matters ot such importance, 

t ha reported plan i a aubjoot to ohange or abandonment 

through territio pressure which might be brought. • 

Since early Deoember , 19~& , rumors regarding the 

posaibilitT or an eventual Ruaao-German rapprochement 

have oome to me confi dentially r rom tour distinct source•• 

quartora here identified with British, Finni sh, Polish 

and German high c irclas. Differing somewhat perhaps 

in detail, they naverthalaso all point to the same 

poss ible outcome: an eTentual Rusao- German rapproohemen~. 

I was at first incl i ned to clas eity i nf ormation to 

this affect , emanati ng rrom important and informed 

7inniah and Polish oommunioanto in Oslo, as home­

inspired, due to the geographi c and political poa1tiona 

ot both these countries, and the i r poeai ble deaire 

tor toouaeed srmpatbetio attention, I may add tbat 

i nformation tram t he foregoing aouroea was obtained 

aubaequent to that which was transmitted to mo bT 

circles b.ero close to the Britiah,and which prompted 

mT above oabla or Deoember 19th. 

Now, however, in the course or the paot taw daya, 

oomas fresh inf ormation of the s ame ohereoter troa 

informed Norwegian obaarvar a known to me to be aloe• 

to 



to O.rmaa govern-ental and banking cirolaa . Tblae rapor t a , 

1D atrao\ point out that Gorman high ci .rclaa reel that !l! 
i ndicationa point to Germany•• baing bottled up; abe may 

be compel lfd tTent uallY to oome to term• with Ruaa1a. 

Bevins brought the colonial queation to t he tore, whil e 
atreasing it .. the pareJIOunt iuue or the day. ".erm&IIJ' t1ndl 

Britain blocking her avar7 d&)' at ev&%"7 turn. Although B1tler 

would atill so tar towar41 holdin& Britain'• triendahip , it 
is concainbla , it praaaut oircumatancaa cont inua, that 

Goraan7 will han to resort to the altornati ve or elliancu 

uneympathatic to theae nations now in control or GermanT'• 

tormer coloniea, In thie connection, a cme German oirolea 

are reported •• diacus a1Dg quite openly now the poss i bility 

ot a German break with Weatern Europa, and a new l ine-up with 

Ruoaia . Tbey point to Stalin'& growing tendency to nationalize 

Bolaheviem- to confine it within Ruaaian tront iera. They 

can toreaea therefore a change in that eyotem•a complexion, 

Anyway, Germany•• hat red ia directed aga inat Bol aheviaa 
aolel7, and not againat Ruaaia. It ia conceivable that aa 

an emergency .. aaure an aoonomio- =!lita%"7 arrangaoent might 

be etteoted, excluaiva or mutuel aooeptanca or the reepeotive 

polit! cal princi plao or tho part iaa. Baaidea, the General 

St&tta ot both countrioa have l ong advoca ted an amicable 

tie-up on eoma baaie, ~ rrom political oona1derat1ona. 

In connection with tho f oregoing poaaib1litiee , intormad 

opinion hera pointe out that any connection which might 

eventuate between Ge~y and Rueda, would be OCiltingant 

on What develope politioallT 1n Ruaeia. Thua, a atrengthening 

ot the Ruaeian Govar naent•a poaition would probably l ead to 

an am1oabla arrange .. nt with i t, I t ia conceivable, however, 

that i t the Rua1ian Government•• poe1ti on weaken• , the 

Geraana a1sht con1idar maana or torcibly avail ing th ... alval 

ot 
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ot Ruaaian tarritoriea containing tho raw matariala and grain 

tbay naad, Such action would be to a large extant intlueucad 

by Poland'• aUituda. ~uar\era bore han no datinita opinion 

regarding Poland' • probable att itude in ouch circumatancea. 

They reel , bowaTor, that Poland might be wil ling to throw 

her aupport behind a German DOT&, ware abe autticiantlr 

conTincad or the likelihood or reTOlUtion within Ruaaia reeult­

iDI trom an aggraas iTa moTa against that country. 

In tbia oonnaotion, a meeting or l ead ing Swediah and 

Norwegian abipownera rocantlT t ook place bora. Tba leading 

Swedish repreaentat iTa expreaaed h1a opinion: to the et tact 

that Germany would turn to Ruaaia 1n one capaci cy or another, 

once abe waa oonTinced Britain would or could do no mora 

tor her . WOreoTar, bia information led him to bali&Te that 

the Stalin GoTernment waa ao unstable that a r eTOlution 

paral:rzing a uni tad det enain trout would taka place almoat 

instantly iD the eTant Of 0erm&ny 1 8 taking action against 

Rua a1a . Though Germany could nanr abaorb Ruaa i a in the 

long rua, her initial ertorta would more than likely reault 

in occupation or the Ukraine, at l east, without much 

intenain fightina, and woul d arrord GarmenT the opportunitT 

to reorganize Ruaaia along different linea. He added that 

perhapa, attar all, it would be bett er to let tbia coma 

about . 

Similar i n senerel character were the obaerTat i ona 

recantlT expreaaed to m1 by one or Norway•• leading atatea­

.. n and by a prominent , well-informed officer ot the 

Norwegian roreisn Oftioe. Both are regarded as intellisent 

ObaerTera Of international affaire , baTing importantly 

participated a t GeneT& during recent yaara. 

The tormer obaarTad in e traot that Germany waa in 

1ncraaaingly 
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aoono~io atraita, reaul t i ng in a 

growing achiam in l eading induatrial and political cirolaa. 

The rate or concentration oamp oontinomenta has markodl7 

increaaad during the paat aoTeral montha, aa a result or 

a growing tandenCJ toward recalcitrant public uttorancea. 

The underlJing political structure waa weakening. It waa 

conceivable that aa this weakened, the General Starr•• bold 

on the political altuation would atrengthan. It thia con­

tinued , we might look t or a growing tondanc7 toward• a 

militarJ deal with Ruaaia - irrespective or continued 

political barking between tho two oountrieo, 

MY other abovo-mentioned infOrmant (or tho Norwegian 

Foreign ortica) referred to a convaraatlon we be~ provioual7 

had, bearing on the poaaibil1tJ or an agreaaent either or 

an aggroaoi ve or non-aggroea1 ve nature between CermanJ an.d 

Ruaaia , Be believed that oven tho complexities or tbe 

political-economic arena ot modern Europe bed not aucoaedod 

in diel odging Biamarok'• influence from the minda ot tbe 

German General Starr. It waa more than poaaible that the 

latter and the llu .. ian starr could tind ooaaon ground on 

which to make an agreement - and that the7 would both oon­

ceiveblJ welcome t ba oppertunitJ, Ba than drew mJ attention 

to an article which aopoared in a recent edition ot tho 

League ot Nation•• press organ, citing a diacueaion ot 

recent data between a reproaentativa ot an important French 

conservative group and a French Government official, In 

atraot, thi a diacuaaion diacloaad that in replJ to the 

t'brJDer'• queauon •• whJ Franca had etrectet a rapprochement 

with Ruaaia, and ea to wbJ W. Bartbou, ot all people, 

obould have bean the one to advocate it, the Oovernman~ 

ott icial explained that U. Barthou bad urged the agree• 

.. nt tor the oimple reaeon that 1t waa, to bio mind, the 

onlJ 
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only !!l or preTentina a Ruaeo - German rapproohe~nt. 

PraoUae4 in the art or •nr fbreate • and 

aud~ing European watera towarda accomplishing bia 

sucoeaaiTe obJecti•ea , Hitler , since late Dooembar 

baa boon pursuing • "pin-pricking• policy, with an 

under a t anding wl t h the • General Sta r r•, not t o go ac 

tar ao to incur a aaJcr conflict. Thio intermediate 

pol icy io aimed at hie long-term obJect ive: economic 

aae1etanoe and oolon1ee. 

Rooent contidential reporta indicate thio 

•pin-pricking• policy continue•, and can be l ooked 

tor t o have ap igportapt buring on the Spanbh 

oituetion. According to thil informat ion , tho 

General Start baa persuaded Bitler not to aend nora 

troopa t o Spain, becauae trom Germany' s standpoint 

they consider i t otrahsically ad•antageoue t o l U 

thi s Spanish conflict dreg on through the eu~t~~er. 

It will provide OJ1 ever- reedy aparlc wben neeeeoary -

en excuse alweye handy to throw a tir e- brand into 

t be powder barrel - and a constant meneee to tho 

allieo. Bea14eo, thia would moan a prolongation ot 

tba preeenoe or a bo~ ot aoldiero 1n Prance' s 

rear - an annoyance envteaged in the "pin- pricking• 

policy, 

In connection with the gueetion or oolonioa , I 

am contidentia!ly intoi:1M4 aa tollowa: Von Ribbontrop 

haa been ina truoted to take up the l olonial matter 

generallY - but not to pr••• tbe ie•ue. 

Britain ia a4aaant , and at preaent ie det ermined 

~ to yield the colonia l - under any circumatano••· 

She plana to countar with an otter ot raw 

-teriala - bu\ tl!ro\l811 the Laa1111e. 'fb1a plu eDtaila 

ah1a1n& 
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advising Germany to eetabl1sh purcbaalng bureaus a t 

tbe required raw Illll.terlal points or origin tbroughout 

the Colonies, In ordsr to facilitate German purcbassl, 

Britain is prepared t o conaider setting up a League 

credi t and tbe removal ot trade raatrictiona , 

The foregoing otter , it is understood , will be 

advanced on tbe basis ct the fallowing understanding: 

a) Contingent on its tunctl aning through the Laague, 

b) Par t ot tbe price at a general European 

settlement. 

c) It will involve no territorial changes, 

In conclusion, I might add t hat, taking into 

consideration tbe foregoing, it is my belief tber e 

are tbr ee important fac tors which should not be lost 

s i ght of, in consider ing the European outlook for 

tbe next year: 

a) Tbe advent at anotbor great war is not a 

certainty, As a matter ot tact, Hitler may be 

compell ed to change his policy, tor its economic 

reaulte are ao untaYorable as to have conside rab ly 

weakened even Germany's poaitlon as a pol i tical 

factor. Both possible opponents and possi ble allies 

are watching the economic development in Germany 

with close attention and are drawing their con­

clusions accordingly, 

b) Probable realignment in Europe resulti ng 

tram Britain ' s approaching rearmed pos i tion, 

o) Britain's determined long-term objective, 

onv1eag1ng a general European settleDent, 

.1.. ~. Dre:rel Biddle , Jr, 
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Oslo , May 18, 1937 , 

~ dear Mr. President: 

7/ords fail me in describing how happy end 
proud I am over my appointment as Ambassador to Poland, 
I am deeply sensible of t he great honor which you have 
conferred upon me through t his appoint ment , and I take 
great pride in the confidence which you have thus pl aced 
in me. It is a real privilege for me to serve under 
you, for whom I bear t he most genuine affection end 
profound admir a t ion. Moreover, it is a source or deep 
gratification to continue as part or your Administration , 
which under your courageous , farseeing , and able 
guidance , has so effectively coped with the greatest 
problems t hat ever faced our Nation, I ndeed , it is 
both gratifying and stimulating fo r both Margaret and 
myself to feel that we ere members of your official 
family . 

From the bottom of my heart I thank you, a.nd 
I assure you that I will do everything within my power 
to just ify the confidence which you have thus placed in 
me . 

Fai thfully yours, 

~~~~ 

The President, 
The Whi t e House , 

':ieshington, D. c. 
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JUne 3, 1937. 

Dear Tony :-

u h good to mow tilat J'OU are 

proceeding t o W&!'aaw nnd t'l&rther t .h&t rou 

will soon o~oe oYer hare. I am Terr bappJ 

tba t lll baa go'Qe so well antl 1 t will be 

gooJ. to aee rou. and Uargn.re,. 

Honorable Antilonr J. Drexel Bl d.cUe, Jr., 
Aaerloan ~ba8ar, 
Waraaw, 
Poland.. 
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Oslo, !!.ay 20, 1937 , 

My dear Mr. President: 

Supplementing ~y letter of Uey 18th, I hasten to 
inform you that pursuant to a telephone conversation 
between Bill Bullitt and John Cudahy in Paris and my­
self here , we arranged , with t he subsequent appr oval 
or the State Departl!lent , to meet in Paris ror con­
sultations in respect to Polish affairs. The results 
or our numerous confer ences were, to say the least , 
extremely helpful to me, ror I was thus enabled to 
acquire first-hand from John Cudahy an intimate back­
ground or the situa t ion, both or the past and present , 
in Poland. Moreover, Bill enabled me t o get a very 
clear picture a s viewed both from Russia and Western 
Europe . On one occasion, Bill very kindly invited the 
Polish Ambassador to France, Mr . Jules Lukas i ewicz , to 
join our conference. This was also very helpful , for 
the Ambassador discussed at l ength the political situ­
ation or his country. In e word, ~talks with Bill 
and John, a s well as with the Polish Ambassador and 
other Polish authorities i n Paris, have proved very 
e lucidating and cons t ructive, Meanwhile, V.argaret end 
I have read carefully every available book on the hist ory 
or, and present-day affairs in, Poland, 

~ first inclination, due to enthusiasm over m7 
appointment and oy deep gratification to you, was to 
proceed di r ect to ~lashington in order to express to you 
personally Uergaret•s and my happiness, and to consult 
with you as well as to rece ive whatever instructions 
you might wish to give us. Moreover , I felt that I 
should engage in consultations with Secretary Hull 
and with other authorities in t he Department, 

The President, 
The White House , 

Washingt on, D.O. 
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However , aft er my conversations in Paris end 
a ddi tional studies , bot h from available books and with 
t he Pol ish LUnister here, I fel t that it would be more 
desirable to proceed dir ect t o War saw f rom he re, in 
that such procedure could enable me: a) to complete 
my excha nge or formalities; b) to make a study of the 
current general Poli sh situation and local condit i one ; 
and o) to make arrangements tor our household. After 
having accomplished the for egoing , I felt t hat I woul d 
be in a pos ition to discuss the situation in Poland more 
intelligently with you and the Secret ary. Bil l Bullitt 
and John Cudahy both agreed that t hi s thought was a 
constructive one. 

Accordingly , I sent the following cable t o t he 
Secret ary: 

"Havi ng had elucidating end helpful conversations 
wi t h Ambassadors Bullitt end Cudahy concerni ng 
background and current Polish situation, e nd hav­
ing read the contents or your telegrom to Ambass ador 
Bullit t, if no objections a re perceived by you I 
propose to pursue the fo l lowing program: May 23rd 
sail from Copenhagen on the S. S. BATORY, arriving 
t he fo llowi ng day at Gdynia (not unt i l June 15th 
is there a l i ke saili ng) ; from thence I shall pro­
ceed to Warsaw to await arr i val of credenti a ls, 
which I em told Department is forwarding st ear l iest 
convenience t o Ambassador Bullitt, who will send 
t hem to Warsaw by plene. The fol l owi ng will a l so 
be entailed by my program: 

" ( 1) Completion of exchange of formsli ties in 
',farsaw. 

"(2) Short study of current general Polish 
situation end local condi t ions. 

•( 3 ) Household arrangement s . 
"( 4) Proceed to State Department for consult ation 

and instruct ion. 
"Leaving Paris Tuesday, May 11th, ft>r Oslo in 

order to have ample time befor e departure for 
Copenhagen on May 2lat to take l eave formally ." 

In reply to the above cable, I recei ved one from 
the Secret ary, stating in effect that he agreed t hat 
my suggesti on was a constructive one snd giving his 
appr oval thereof. Accor dingly, ~~rgeret and I will 
depart from Oslo on the 21st Of this month and will 
sail aboard t he s. s. BATORY on the 23rd from Copenhagen , 
arri ving in Warsaw on tbe night or the 24th. As soon 
as we shall have completed our formalities and s hall 

have 
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have ass1m1lat ed aurftcient of the atmosphere to have 
become conversant wi th current Polish aff airs , we plan 
to return to ~aahington , with the hope or aoeing you, 
and or consulting with the $ecr etary and with the various 
Diviaiona interested in Poliah affair s . 

I s incerely hope that t he foregoing meets with your approval. 

In closing , I wish to take occasion to reiterate 
to you the fact that from the bottom of my heart I am 
deeply grat eful for the confid ence wb1oh you have placed 
in me by appointing me as your Ambassador to Poland. 
Moreover , I wish to reassure you that both llar garet and 
I will do everything wi thin our power to justify your 
valued confidence. 

181thfully ~~· · 
-rdlUf~~ 
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October 7, 1937. 

De&r DeleJI-

MulJ thallb f or JOlin of tM tnatr­

foanb of Bept-.bft, wbtab 1 flll4 OD WI ntan 

to WaeblD(Itoll fro~~ the trlp to the Oout. 1 

&a gl&d tb&t tillage ·- to be golllg .. u 1a 

ft.'Jor of tile 9eont&rf, 11114 I w1ab 1 ~4 4o 

eo.etblQg to belp. 

All goa a .. u lain 1a apl te Q/l U. 

Blaall ephodl Uld the -to.ur attlw.te of 

1101\ of the Prell &boat tbl~aga 1a s-enJ.. 
ftle "'tern trlp-.. a tnallldou ........ 

krl. J. Bol'diD ~. 
-rlOUI LlgaUOD, 
Ollo, 
•ol'ft.7. 

A1•r• alMerelr, 



Oslo , September 24 , 1937 , 

Deer Mr. Pres ident: 

~inca my letter to you of July 2, last , in regard to 

the Nobel Peace Prize of 1937 , there have been some further 

developments. From c onfi dential conversations held in the 

lest row days , I have learned that Lord Cecil' s chances 

of receiving the Prize have receded , and ~. Hull ' s advanced, 

However , there bas arisen anot her and r ather s trong 

competitor in the form or the Nansen Bureau at eaneve, 

which takes cere or 2 , 000 , 000 people who a fter the .var 

l ost their nationality, Two members of the Nobel Com­

mittee ar e much interested in its promotion and especially 

at t l:e present time when it 1s in a ratte r difficult 

financial situat ion. Pro f essor Stong , Chai r man of the 

Nobel Committee, and another, I unders tand, favor Mr. Bull0 

while Professor Kei lhau or the Advisor y Committee, wbo, 

however, has no vote, will write his report in J.:r.Hull's 

favor. It is now a question or securing one more vote, 

The President , 

The White House, 
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The Nor we glen Ll1n18 t or , Mr. L:orgeu t l erne , tlu worked 

unceasingly whi le ho bee been here to promote Kr, Bull•s 

chances , and ie , I think, rather hopeful that be will 

be successful, 

I will keep you informed of any changes or 

sentimen t , 

Fai t hfully yours, 

• 
t:J~Jr()AAUHQ. • 

• 

~ 
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\'fa r saw, November 10, 1938, 

My dear !ft . President: 

The plight of the JeWish populations as a 
whole in Europe is steadily becoming so untenable, 
and their hopes for some way out from their present 
and increasing d1lellllll8 becoming so dim with the 
passage of time, that I take the liberty of sending 
you this confidential outline of my recent observa­
tions. 

First of all, it is steadily becoming c learer 
that you personally are the one to whom they all 
l ook more end more to t ake the lead in finding a 
solution for their unhappy situation . t:y i mpression 
on this score is daily corroborated by re quests on 
the part of various Jewish factions here that I ask 
you to receive their representa tives, should they 
proceed to Washington i n the near f u ture. Chief 
amongst those who have pressed me along these lines 
is one v. Jabotinski , leader or the Zionist ReVisionists. 
He is now in t he course or attempting to organize a 
Congress of Jews or t his part of Europe, the total 
umount whereof he puts at about 7,000 ,000. In f act, 
be looks upon the Jews of this section of Europe as 
constituting the object of concern on the part of 
the Jews in the rest or the world - particularly i n 
t he United States . 

You may recall that from time to time I have 
written and cabled regarding my conversations with 
Jabotinski. He bas a brilliant mind, and an en­
gaging personality, and has at his disposal a "grape­
vine" system for the gathering of inf ormation - hence, 
he is extremely well-informed . Moreover, he is dia­
metrically opposed to the policies of !Lr . 1'/eisemann 
and at heart extremely anti-British. 

He 

The President , 
The Vlhi te House • 
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Be correctly predicted (a) the Briti eh Govern­
ment' s scrapping t he idea or partit i on in Palestine , 
and (b) a general di sapprova l amongst t he Jews or 
the world to the idea or the Jews or Pale s tine as­
suming a minority poei t ion w1 thi n the frame work or 
an Arab Sta te. He now informs me t hat as r egards 
Pa l estine he f elt the blackest or the menacing clouds 
ot a month ago bad been removed; it seemed now t hat 
t he Jews were no longer r aced with t he prospect or a 
drastic and r adical liquidation or t he Balfour pledge . 
He f elt that this intention had been frustrated and 
averted owi ng to your intervention. He believed that 
what is now likely to toll~N is a return to the status 
quo ante - meaning "ante the Peel r eports" - only per­
haps veiled by a display or •a few well chosen words" 
intended to save everybody's r ace. According to hi s 
opinion , most people in Britain would r eel thankful 
in that event and would "rest" - and the moment ror t he 
big move would be lost; whqe the only t hing that 
would not rest would be the 'disease ~ Hence , he took 
anot her occas i on to state hi s tears that there wee 
only one f actor loft, one man who could prevent this 
halt-way stagnation, and t his was President Roosevelt . 

Na turally , in reply to his repeated question 
whether t here wee any chance tha t you might be willing 
to rece ive him, I stated t hat you bad ne ver los t sight 
or the problem, a nd tha t you and your associ a t es were 
constantly engaged in a search tor a solution . I did 
not think t his was the t itle to request an audience with 
you - in t act, the committee which you had appointed 
to study the problem, was in London~and diligently at 
•110rk. 

I wn aware t ha t Mr . Jabotinski, like many or his 
confreres, i s concentrating his thoughts and energies 
in an effort (a) to engage your good offices in calling 
another world conference to consider territorial out­
lets tor J ewish i mm i gr at i on and (b) t o enlist your 
influence and preeeure upon a" Brit a i n, desirous or 
American cooperatiorl~towards making a generous settle­
ment in Palestine. 

or importantly pertinent i nterest, u sually well­
infor med oiroles here impa rt to me t hat their repor t s 
fr om LOndon indioate t hat Chamberlain, or per haps a 
member of hi s Cabinet, might possibly acconpany tbe 

King 
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King and Queen to the United States for, among other 
purposes , discussing the Pa l e stine question along 
t he following lines: To retain Pal estine as a Jewish 
homeland would be impossible , if immigration vm re in­
creased . Hence, the British Government might be 
willing to consider r avorably,offe ring ter ritory at 
one or more points in the ir colonies for t he purpose 
of setting up a Jewish sta te - a nd/ provided the 
Uni ted States joined Britain in the guarant ee of such 
a state . This proposal, accorain@; t o my informants, 
might be expected to be a part of an envisaged plan 
for a colonial settlement within the framework or a 
general European settl ement. 

At the present moment the f ollowing are high 
l ights on developments in conne ction with the current 
European J ewish problem (a) violent r epercussions 
aga inst the Jews thr oughout Germany as a result of t he 
J ewish boy, Her schel Grtii!Sp:ln' s murde r of von Rath, 
Secretar y of the Ger man Embassy i n Paris , (b) signs 
of an approaching storm over 'the community of Jews 
in Rumani a , and (c) di f ficu lties encountered by the 
Polish offioiul representatives in their negotiations 
in Berlin regarding the individua l rights and proper­
tie s of the Pol ish Jews recent ly ordered out of Ger­
many to Poland. (15,000 Jews recently crossed into 
Poland under 24 hours• no t ice from the German Govern­
ment . From all aooounts>Oerman t r eatment of these 
unfortuna t e people was not hing short of brutal. On 
the ot her hand , the Polish Go ver nment went to gr eat 
lengt hs in an ef for t to extend humane treatment under 
trying ci rcumstances . See my cable No . 243 of Oct ober 
29, 7 p .m. ) 

Hoping t hat the foregoing will prove enlightening 
on devel opments described , and vdtb every good wish, 
I em, 

Your s faithtu~y, 

--J6W1f~ ·<r-
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My dear Mr. President : 

• 

8601 Mont gomery Avenue , 
Chestnut Hill, 
Philadelphia , Pa . 
January 27, 1941. 

Mar gar et and I tremendously enj oyed being with you on Satur day fo r l uncheon . It was a r eal treat , and we appr ecriated every minute of our time with you . 
I cannot t e l l you how happy and pr oud I am that you want me to continue as your Ambassador to the Polish Government, and t~t in addition , you wi sh me to assume the duti es as your r epresentati ve to the Belgi an, Norwegian , and Netherlands Gover nments . I am profoundly sensible of this gr eat honor, and of t he conf i dence you ar e thus pl acing in me . I want you t o know moreover, that we shall bot h do every thing in our power to justify your confidence and f riendship,which we va lue so highly . 

Margaret joins me in r enewed thanks f or the t horoughly enj oyabl e and extr emely interesti ng time spent with you on Saturday, and in all good wishes . 

Faithfully your s, 

~~.r 

The Pr e sident 

The White House . 



ll&roh "· 1941 

o .. r ll&r gareta 

Bef o!'e yo u &n4 foll7 l ee Yo , I 
want perUcul arl r to aelt you 1t 1n •1-
o t r our o7.per1enoe l n Pol and you w1!1 be 
good en )ugh to eend M8 r eport s , from t 1 e 
t o U :":le , on tJle vor lt of tho voaen ot 
Engl~d in bo•e detenee . I know t h1 e 
v111 be or BreAt 1n teree t t o ua. 

It ·~· cr and t o ece 70U t h1a 
afternoon. 

'l'hla taku 70U bo th a1 lon 
and goo4 wlehee . 

Ae e'fer, 

Mre. AD\honr Drexel Bl ddle, Jr., 
Oul ton Hotel, 
Waahlngton, D. 0. mal/~b 
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Origin&l letter from ~ing Huekon 
to the President und o"rl.ion copy 
us 11ell s.s photo~tut1 c copy of 
the President ' s r~ply li~ed 

"Famous People :!!older" 



THE ~';Hll E t;OU ~E 

V.ASHINGTON 

...1''/' <¥'--.. r.-;#a ... /.'-
1 •.·.~g ·:· ry r.n· . ./ ~ • '.· •:·• :,· _ ·.1 r l e t t:e r 1•hlch 

:.:!'. : :.,~·t • n~ 'J' lU· h t vc>r -- rnd : Rm real l y 

I 

'"' " I" ~, "I - •" n"·•·c ... ·I~· l" 1 \ '-"S _,. ') " ~'" e 
t ..... - " ~ \,; u oJ... .. 0 

' • • .... • • .. .. " ' ••• \,; • ... • • 

Sr.>' ' l;! i r.-:~~ · t":;:e :.!.·1t ~ S c~lnr p u t Up Oj' t he 

3 :' i.tl~": 1nd .,11 ;:. f :/1U 1··:~') ;t r e \'.') r:t ln~ i.>l':a r;! 

: t~!n~ t~1t 0!~ ~ · 5 v~ s tt hc ~e has bee n 

t'•:. " vUt="h! y suc~e~;, f·.11 f ro:n t !.t> p..tbl l c p ::>!nt o f 

vic ~, ~~~ 1: h:1s been , o ~ C'lJt'$ 0
1 a Fre1 t 

c mfort t J h1 s wl. fe "~"; t h'lse t '". :-~e de! l .·!'J t f ul 

c~ll ·ren. 

: h~~ n ) t ::1e·1n t t .> s·1 _ e9 t tha t y ·.)u r 

~":l ! i ren sh'luld make a n y f o r mol t our ! n ou r 

·::es t - - t u t : :.a,· e ~"'1 t :::~ : 1 t i s 1;-,po:-tn n t 

l n t h i s co unt~y t ') keep t he nnme s o f the 

::>c~ur : ed n1tlons c~~l tRn tly bc"::> re our publ t c . 

: S"\J t !J l 5 baQnUsP n s tr,)n; publ i c o p t nl ::>n 

~ J r i.he r cstorat l )n of t~P. c omplete l nde~endence 

::> f t =-:e na ti o ns ov errun b y Ger many wil l become 

-'~ ·~3! e ' t al :r. J"1en t ·."'.en t;, t l:ne f o r peace 

arrl \'PS . 

I d• not t~ ~n~ you ne ed t o wo r ry nb?u t 

\;!.••t n~y Go?'";.1nn i:'!''la~:!as t s ta tl. ~ :'l 3 sny. 

!:vc:-:,'"':)4j !.·':' •, is !. r: acco r d t hl\ t your dn•lch t er-

1n-l"1 1'' '(:10 t r_ cr!.ld"'~n (\:'t, ;J t'~perly 0 :'1 t :Jl s 

• .. e ~ · 1-~ •· • _,r· .,,, · • - s~~e · hou h t 
.:;,... .; .. "'.r; .. \ "'""" -- "'.t .. ". v . u 

:l n. : !. <' s :.J t!H' P:-1 n.:: .. ~ s J .1l!A nl\ n nd her 

'.:ab t~s , n~C. : ~- ~ !..•.tX"':":C)·Jri ~A:n tly , v:h l c:J , 

· l'i.·?l' :1ll , !.ns no 11 r 11 l so, d ' e tre " f o r r:n1n­

~ t t ·1: :1 fl ~ ., ~: • ' r.:--: ~ t !. n L -: ~ ) n . 

J 



At. tl" ,.. r·u~e t1~.e , p c )n1 •· t·.? !' ''l! ':1 y n pp r >J ve 
y Jur le ,•dcr··l l. o J f j' u r G<> v" r men <;; ln ::n,·tand, as 
t h••y do t~'\ t <> f Queen Wi l hc1 mlnn . 

With y~ur pc n nio5lo n I wtll, o f c~u rs c , 
c)ntlnuc t Q lio nv0 ryth l.n(! poss b lc ln t h11 wn.j' o f 
a t.l vls\ nr Y •J U!' fnml.l y . 

T"lPi r pr~sent nbo:ie, out~ tae o f Wn sr.t nrton , 
ls j ust 1'\rt " en? ut:h, ·.•1!thou <;; bl'l.ng ln any wny 
ostentn tlo~s -- an:i I hope t"l~t t h l o Su~mer we 
cnn mn:ce s 1 Mil n r nr t•a ne;emen t o f 'J r t!:~m t > go t o 
n fa i rly q u lP t seaslde place . The chll~rc n 1 e speclo.lly should no t soend l h"' Su mme r here 
becauso t he climate ls very enc rvntl ng . I hop e 
t hey will all' coml' t J s tny with u s a t Hyde Po rk 
befor e t hey f':O t Q t h'J seash>J r t) , 

If, l n<;;.•r ~ n, t1e Scnn1 lnavlans ln the 
::~rt~ ·:~es t s:.• J ld ns~ :;o ur ci tHll h ter- l.n- 1 a w t o 
r~ therf' 1nfo mnlly I as th~> Du tch have done 
in s cv ~ ral ln~ tnnces in t he cnse o f Pr~ncess 
Ju! t nnn , I t~ lnk it w1uld be a g??d t~Ln~ t o 
G'J · ~e must ro~enber t h'\ t. yuur do u~ht e r- ln­
law v••ry cl enr l y rcp rcs~nts a co:nbin•t tl ? n o f 
lh r way '\n~ Sweden a nd Donrna.rl:., v1!;lc~ symbo 1 1 z.e s 
t~· l ndencnlLncc of nll t h r el' c?~n trl ec . 

: hc~r ~r1~ C~~R~R t~~ t O:nv 1 s : v·1 
t. r lp:; : : .. · r<' a:d r:!uc: , L 'J?d . E ... ts n .., .. ,..y ftn'! 
f~llc ~. n-~ l t ~ ~s be~n vr ry d•l l •htful t ~ 
hn v, i . l. m Ll~ r e • 
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Det1r l.'r . Roosevelt : 

}eo. " • 191.1 
hughnd 

r~t: Lir . Hopk.ir,s , 11ho I Sti\; on 'l'hurJduy l ttst , offered to 
t"'ke <;~.ny per::~ooul letter oack wHh h i m, I Luke the op~ortunit.y 
to ' rite bnd thunk you a nd your wi fe for ull the hel p lind k i nd­
ness sho1.n not ouly to my duu~hter-in-lt.w , out now t1lso to my 
son durine his Christm ... s holidt~Y 110d then thel·e 111 ~:~noLher 
thi1.g I feel I must thtmk you for tuld l;ht t. i:. for ~ppointio~ 
~ir . Biddle as l.'inister to Nor ·•uy . He is to tri~:~nd of uine since 
he >HiS in Oslo E<nd I feel sure 1e will do wht-t he can for 
lorw&y as he end his wife .,;ot very fond of tJowwuy uuri~ theil· 
stt~y <.nd I feel I 1er3onolly can talk "'ui te openly to hin: without 
____ ( h" vi ns:: ? ) hir r>:isuse rr.y confidence . 

Mr . Hopkins mentio~ed dUJ•in: our talk thut he t3ou.:bt 
it .;ould be a 6 ood tbiP~ if my daughter-in-l~w took ~ trip to 
the different purts in ~erica where there Lre deocendant~ of 
Norwegi<ms . I wr• sorry to 3ey I d i saereed with hin1 as first of 
all , I thin); it is the oest t hing .:e can do under the present 
circumstances i s to keep quie t . I huve to think or my people 
ut home end if they bet the t mpressioll t.huL vie t.ro Oldy ht.Vine, 
1:1 g ood tirc.e out of the count r y , .1e may sooil everything !"or the 
future . You must remember tbe Germ~ns h~ ve told them that we 
~ll of us can &way from duty t.nd country t.nd even r.o11 .. ben Ol11v 
left they gave it out in their r&dio th~t he left oecause of 
fright for the a ir raias over this country . ::>o vou can see they 
use c.nything ~o.nd everythin;> to (deft.n.e ?) us 11. the eyes 
of the ·•orweJZit~ns . I myself Ell" keep in· very uict here ..:nd only 
go cs.!ld i nspect our forces •··ho .. re tr~:~1ni r here but say· no to 
.:.ny entertainn ent ... hich is not strictly ><Or ve1·i1:.n . 

It ht~s been~ very strenuous tine for ai my dauuhter- ln­
l&n ever since the Ylli r broke out and I WL s ure 1 t .• oulci 11 etto 
.r,ore strain in c&se s he ViliS to undert~Jke 1:1 trip &s ~lr . Hopkins 

SUeJ:gested . I feel you wont r· ind rue exl)lain lrP n1y ~oint of view 
on chi>:. subject but felt I bad to l•u t it to you as you mi e;ht 
advise ~y dau~hter-in-lew if the ~ uestton really obould come uo . 

Tharudne, you ~:~gttin for ttll your symp~:tby not only to n.y 
family out &lso t o DY country , I reraic with kind reG~rds , 

Yours very ~incerely , 

Htuil.on R. 
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EMBASSY OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Rit?.O Hotel 
London 

u .. rch 26, 1941 . 

My dear Mr . President : 

We arrived here sai'ely, after a splendid trip. We 
have insttilled ourselves in comfortabl e qU4rters a t the 
Ritz Hotel, where we intend to continue living . 

I have already been received by the King of Norway, 
and by the Belgian Governoent, and I awai t an audience 
with Queen Wilhelmina tomorrow, to present my credentials . 

King Haakon sends you his war mes t compliments and 
in r esponse to my conveying your message regarding his 
son and daughter- in-law, has a l ready cabled them t o visit 
Norweg i an-American a r eas , between now and the time of the 
Crown Pr ince 1 s r eturn to London. I shall write you more 
of this at a later da t e . 

Already several leading members of the de Gaulle 
movement here have contacted me discretely . During my 
service wi th the polish Government i n France , as well as 
during the time that I served with the French Government 
at Tours and Bordeaux, I considered t hese particular 
i ndividuals to be serious , loyal Frenchmen, and patriotic 
trustworthy officials of the French Gover nment . They 
have established many sources oi' ini'ormation through highly 
confidential channels , and I f eel t hat the maintenance of 
d iscrete contact with them on my part would lead to 
enlighteni ng intelligence, and a means of checking infor ma­
tion received through other channels, regarding activities 

both Ln 

The President 

The White Bouse . 
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both in occupied and unocc upied France . They have already told me that they 'NOuld cunsider it a privilege to give me,in strictest confidence, benefit or any and all information on this score . 
In lin.e with this , they cvnveyed t o me the information contained in the attached memorandum! whi ch I consider interesting i n the l i ght or its impl cations as t o the extent or "imposed economic collaboration" on the par t or unoccupied France with Germany . 
\71th every good wish and with warmest pcrsc.mal regards, I am 

Yours faithfully~ . . ~ _ 
---7~,-~ 
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According to information received t hrouth secr e t channels, 
the following program was imposed by the Germans , upon 
unoccupied France, from January 16 to March l, 1941.* This 
program called tor the shipment to Germany ot the following 
items : 

BaUXite clay - 301 000 tons 

Alumin1um - 10 1000 tons 

Magnesium - 8 1 000 tons . Absolute priority was demandod 
for t his item. 

•Special Clay" - 2, 000 tons 

Hematite (A special type of iron ore) - 38,000 tons 

Pig Iron - 9 1 000 tons 

Special extr acts f or tanning - 1200 tons 

Carbite ot calcium - 11 000 tons 

Rubber (Transhipped via Marsei lle) - 1700 tons 

Wool (From Al geria via Marseille) - 10, 000 t ons 

Pyrites (Fr om Spain via !run) - 10, 000 t ons . Absolute prior ity 

The size of t he progr am is such t hat it made impossible 
delivery of French goods by French r ailroads; t he GerQJns demanded total priority. 
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Zinc ore (From Spain via !run) - a,ooo tons . Absolute pri ority 

Other ra· .. mater i als (From Spain via Irun) - 22, 000 tons 

I ron, Nor th African (Previously s t or ed) - 1960 tons 

Manganese ore, North African - 1995 tons 

Ni trates, Chilean (Via Cette) - 2200 tons 

Beans , sar dines , turtles etc.(From Portugal via ! r un) - 2800 tons 

"Azote" (From Toulouse) 20,000 t ons 

Coffee (via Mar seill e) 3000 tons 

Eggs (From unoccupied zone) 1200 tons 

Sugar - 20 ,000 tons (From northern part or occupied France 
and partly from unoccupied Fr;.nce) 

Butter - 11,500 tons (From occupied and par t ly fr om 
unoccupied Fr ance) 

Dried veget ables - (From Mar seille for a r my) 4, 000 tons . 

Note : The for egoi.ng i tems are quite apart from those contained 
in t he "bar ter arrangement" just g i ven publici ty . 
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THE U NDER SECRETARY OF STATE ~ ~\. 

WASHI NGTON r ,[' \ 
April 24 , 1941 v 

/ 

My dear J.1r . President : 

I am returning to you here with the letter 

addressed to you under date of March 26 by Tony 

Biddle and which you sent to the Secretary and 

myself under date of April 8 . The Lepartment 

has taken careful not e of the information con-

tained in the enclosure to Tony Blddl e 1s le tter . 

Be lieve me 

Enc . 

The President , 

The Whi te House . 

'f ~I I 

I 'II 
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Ritz Hotel, 

London, 
.. pril 18 ,1941. 

IIY dear loll' . President: 

I have just returned to London after interesting 

visits with the Polish, and subsequently the Norwegian 

Forces in Scot land . 

f'or your inforantion I 1111 5ttachine her eto " 

confidential memorandum covering my impressions . I 

beg to draw your a t tention particularly to my observa ­

tions regard~n& essential r equir oments . In the Polish 

&rea , I accompanied the Polish Presi dent , Raczkiewicz; 

in the Norwegian ar ea , Gener ul Fleischer, Commanding the 

llorwegian Forces . In both a r etts , I .... s p"r mitted u 

thorough observation of all phases of trdning and ~ecret 

defensive preparations . 

Witil ~<l..t. ~ ood wishes, I am 

Yours 

The Presi dent 

The ~~ite House, 

Washington, D. C. 

... 



OBSERVATIONS ON TW~ POLISH AHD 
NOHWEGIAN F ORCES IN SCOTM11D . 

MEMORANDUU . ~C'l L& COhF I @NIIAL 

I have j ust r eturned t o London aft er int~resting visits with 

the Polish, <md s ubsequently the Norwegi>m forces in Hcotland. In 

the Polish a r ea, I accompanied the Polish Presi dent , Raczkiowicz; in 

the Norwegian area, General Fleischer , Coll!rMnding the Norwegian 

Forces . In both are~ I was permitted a thorough observa t ion of 

all phases of training and secre t def ensive pr epar a t ions . 

Polish Forces : 

The Polish gr ound units compri se a n exper ienced fight ing 

force , numbering about 20, 000 . Many of the officer s and men a r e 

ve t erans of the war s in Polund and Fr ance - some have f ought 

in Nor~<ay as well. 

They have been assi gned the defense of the Scottish east 

coast, fr om the north ba nk of the Fir th of Forth to Montrose . 

Their activities are coordinated with t hose of t he Home guard 

of t ha t area . 

Both mora l e and disc i pline are good . 

The tra ining is intensive and directed along lines of def ense 

against 11 blitz" t actics . 

In gener al, t hese forces compose a wel l organized cadr e of 

seasoned officers and men, copable of handling some seven t o eight 

thousand additi onal troops . This in<a·ease would not only serve to 

fill out the ful l corps complement , but would also p~rmit gr eater 

depth in the disposition of troops . 

Whi le the def ense pl an i s well conceived, t here is , in my 

opinion , an insufficient number of men and f ield guns for so 

extensive an area . Notwithstanding t hese disadvantages , t he 

strategic di sposition both of troops and guns available 

has 
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has been so carried out as to obtain the maximum ef fect . As 

regards existing gun positions, they have been a rranged in 

such a way as to permit cross fire in defense of the more 

vulnerable stretches along the coast . However , an effective 

and necessarily pr olonged defense against a "blitzn attack, 

(probably consisting of wave after wave of landing parties, 

coordinated with dive- bomber s , as well as with transpor t planes , 

and par achute troops , aiming to land behind the coastal defense 

line) , calls {<>) for a l a r g.er quantity of 75 1 s ancl heavier 

ca libre field guns, and {b) anti-aircr af t guns t o cover gun 

positions and other vital factors from dive-bombing and 

aerial machine-gunning . 

Besides, there should be an increase in the number of 

t r oops availabl e , in order to r ender greater dep t h t o the 

def ense position as a whol e ; moreover, these troops should 

be trained and equipped as counter-shock trvops und so equi pped 

as t o be capable of a hi gh volume of fire- power . 

Essential requirements: 

I find there is an urgent need of the following equipment : 

Tanks (Of a total of 200 required, only 6 have 
been delivered to the Poli sh forces) 

Anti - t ank guns 

Anti -aircraft guns 

Signal apparati , especially field raa1o transmitting 
and receiving set s . (While the 
observation posts, gun positions , and 
headquarters are connected by tele­
phone lines , experience in the 

va r ious 
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various "blitzes" on the Continent 
has emphasized the importance of 
r adio appara ti) . 

A considerable increase in stocks of 75mm shells 

An extensi on of hospitalizat i on for the corps ur ea : 
a minimum of 250 additional beds . 

Nor wegian Forces : 

We want from Kincardi ne to Newhouse . Together with 

Gener a l Flei scher , Commanding the Nor wegian Forces, I inspect ed 

part of his troops at Newhouse , Scotland , and subsequently 

another part at Dumfri es . 

The Norwegi an contingent consists of about 1,500 r ugged , 

experienced and well- tra ined troops . \'lith t he exception of 

about 125 recruits r ecently a rr i ved from Lofoten , the rest 

of the men, and all of the officers, ar e vet erans of the vra r 

in Norway . 

Part of t he t r oops are mechani zed , equipped w1 t h Bren 

carriers, motor cycles , and motor trucks . Ther e is a heavy 

machine gun unit, a trench morta r unit , a nd a pioneer unit . 

The remai nder consi sts of i nfantrymen equi pped with rifles 

and Bren guns . 

The tra ining i s thorough and vigorous . The mar ksmans hip 

both of the infantr ymen and machine gunners was of high stand ing , 

during t he realist ic exer cises whi ch I witnessed in the mountains 

nearby t he camps . 

Special 
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Special attention is devoted to schoolinG the officers 

and men for service as raiding parties . Uany had already 

successfully conducted several of these raids at points along 

the Norwegian coast . In their tr~ining , emphasis i s accordingly 

placed on close combat tactics: with particulur emphasis on the 

use of the " tommy gun" (they told me that this had proven one 

of t he most useful weapons in c .. r J•ying out their ra i ds) . 

Efforts moreover , are directed towards schooling t he men 

in the use of all types of weapons in order to jp.ve them a well­

r ounded knowledge of the use of all equipment applicable to 

modern-day warfare . This is done with view to maki ng them 

c~pable of serving as non-commissioned officers ~nci offi cers , 

in event these uni ts might serve as a cadre for expansion . The 

morale ~nd disci pline are good , and I was impr .. s~ed by the 

enthusi asm with which the officer s and troops engaged in the 

exercises . 

General Fleischer told me it was his earnest desire to 

build up these units as a nucleus for expansion, in t hat he 

felt it was essential t hat Norway should be represente6 here 

by a ground f orce of considerable size . He therefore r eGretted 

t hat from time to time he had to transfer somb of his best 

men to the Merchant or Trawlers fleets . 



THE WHITE H OUSE 

WASHINGTON 

f~F: tL U ,j .. 
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April 24, 1941. 

L I WORANDUU FOR 

THE SECRSTARY OF STATE 

1'7111 you do t he necessary? 

F. D. R. 

Cable from Ambassador Biddle 
t o the President, dated April 2~, 
1941, saying that Mal ~rd is 
1 Polish National Day and asking 
tha t the Presid$nt send a message 
t o the Polish President on that 
occasion. 
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!.!y dear Mr . Pr esi dent : 

Ritz Hotel , 
London. 

April 26 , 1341. 

For your information I am attaching 

a confidential memor andum covering the opinion of the 

mi litar y authorit i es of the government s t o which I am 

accredited i n regar d to Britain's current military positi on. 

In effect t hey all concurred i n the opi nion I have set 

f orth i n the memorandum. 

Yours 

The Pr esident, 

The 1/hite House , 

•'lashington, D. C. 

faithfullY~-.. cy-
"'low; 
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In discussing Britain' s wilitary position with the 
ailitary authorities of tne Covorruynts to which I ~m 
<occrooited1 . they eCt.Cb independently ex.,russed in effect the follow1ng opinion: 

This was a critical juncture for the Brittsh Lrupire . 
Not only was tho "Buttle of tho Atla.ntic 11 becomilli! dally 
a more serious problem, but now 1 the "Battle of t;gypt 11 was 
r apidly looming us a crucial theatre o1' opcru.tions . So 
much depended upon the outcome there . Tho British could 
c:eet the Cor w.ans with numerical equality . However, they 
could not mutch the Cbrmuns in turm~ of mechanized equipment -
particularly tanks . 

If the Gt:rmans reached the .suez, Spain ruight f all to 
Germ~<n hands , Turkey might become more reluctant to resist , 
lind Japan might stri.te out at :;ing~>.pore. I.Vtlll Russi~ , witlch 
might otherwise lend material aid to Turd:ey, might , 1n the 
event of a German seizure of the .suez, Jlldke further joint 
adventure 1nth Germany . 

Besides, the s;.tuati on in r..orocco was rupidly cleterior.tting . Ctlr....,ns w.,re infiltrllting the country at a ste .. oily incr., .. :;ing 
p~ce - with little if uny resistance on part of the French 
authorities there . 

The British forces in the Suez .. rea would therefore 
ur5ently need t he speediest possible shipment of equipment 
and supplies from the United Stutes . 

1\eports on cun<iitions in .,yria were core encouraging , und with British forces now in Iraq, Basra offtired help as o port of delivery, for that area . 

lflul.t the Br iti sh now needed mo11t 11ere tunits , anti-tunk auns, heavy bo•nbing planes and transport pl;.nes . 

From my own angle of observatJ.on, it would now a,,peur that 
Cer~ u.ms on the ono hand, ut cuttill6 off the fuel oil supply frora the "'edi terr=ean Fl~et, and even at bottlil'l(; up tne ~leet1 and on tho other hand, at striking simultaneously at widely separated vita~ points in order to disperse tho British forces 
ano materiel. In connection w1th the latter objective , O"l'l<lany undoubtedly hopes to f orce Britain to weu.ken her home dufomses 
by drawing on m..n power und equiptuont here l 1'nis with " view to attempting an invasion in a later stage. 

I o(' 
• • 
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Meanwhile, in vim• of Cusu BlJnca •s and Tr ipoli 's 
becoming more and more th<t gatewuys for Gcr r""n 1nf1ltrc.t1on 
into Nor thern ;,frioa, I aw inclined t o look for the l>akar 
a rea t o fis ure mor" pr ominently henceforth in Germany r s 
forward- looking militAry pr ogram, 



./ 
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My dear Mr . Pr esi dent : 

Ri tz Hotel, 
London, 

April :;.6 , ... 941. 

I compl eted t he presentat ion of my credentials t o the 
Nor wegi an, t he Net herlands and the Belgian Governments in 
comp~ratively shor t order , af ter my arrival here . 

Moreover , the Polish President R«czki ewic z, General 
Sikor ski , and their associ a t es , r eceived me wit h a hear t y 
welcome on the day aft er my comins t o London . 

Polish Gover nment : 

Both President Raczki ewicz , and General Sikorski wished 
me t o c onvey to you a n expr ession of t heir pr of ound gr ati tude 
and t nat of their associates and ar 1Aed forces, for your having 
returned me near their Government. 

Norwegian Gover nment : 

I presented my credentials to King i!aakon . His greetine 
wu.s war m and lllost f r iendly . He wi shed me to tell you t hat he 
was deeply appreciative of your hc.vine; sent a represent .. tive 
t o hi m here , and especially, one who hc:.d al ready served in 
Nonray , and who was f amil i ar wit h Norwegi an , robl;,ms and 
Norwegian- t.mer i can rela tions . News of my appointment had been 
pr omptly radio- br oadcast t o t he people in Nor way, ana t hrough 
secret channels , t he Aing had r eceived re ,:.orts t n"t the news 
h...d pr oven a s ource of comfort and encouragement for the 
peopl e there . He could not t oo str ongly emph .. size how much 
your act i on i n t hi s r egar d meant to hi s peopl e , a s well as t o 
himsel f , to his Government , and t o hi s a r med f orces here . 

He was most gr atef ul mort:over, f or t he gracious hospi t al i ty 
whi ch you and Mrs . Hoosevelt had accortied the Crown Prince 
and Crown Princess, !tild for th& f r iendl y p~rsonal interest 

The Presi dent 
The White House 

Wu.shingt on , D.C. 

which 
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which you had taken in their welfare and activities . He 
clearly understood, ~1d greatly appreci~ted your point of 
view regarding the advisabi lity of the Crown t>rince ' s and 
Cr own Pr1ncess • keeping alive in the minds of the people 
in general, and of the Norwegiun-Americ&ns in (drticU!ar , 
•Norway 's case" , He had accord1ngly instr~cted his son to 
postpone his departure from the Uni~ed st~tes , and to arrange 
several visi t s amongst the Norwogian- I!ILericun communities , 
ld th a vibw to emphasizing to thorn the deterulination of the 
King , the Government , the armed forces ana the coJJJDurcial 
fleet , to maintain the freedom o.nd the inde1.endence of Norway. 

The Netnerlands Government : 

I presented ~ credentials to ~ueen Wilhelmina . She 
extended me a warm and friendly w~lcome . ~he ask~ me to 
convey to you an expression of deep gratitude on purt of 
herself , her Government , her <il'OlCd forces and her nation, 
for your h~vl.ng appoi nted a r ep1·esentative to hvr here, during 
these t r ying times . She knew her people well, and she was 
aware that those who were now sufferillg in Gorman-occupied 
Holland were equally appreciative, nod had dorivad a real 
sense of encouragement from this act1on on your part . She 
moreover requested me to tell you how grateful she w~s for 
yours and Urs . Roosevelt 's kind hospitality to Princess 
Juliana and for your continued friendly end helpful interest 
in her welfaro and activities . The ~ueen aarived a great 
sense of comfort !'rom the knowledge thereof, und you end 
Llrs , Roosevelt hud touched hor he .. rt deeply . 

The Belgian Government : 

In the absence of the Kin&, it wus aecided by the Belgian 
Government that Minister for Foreign Affair!>, cipa,.Jc , should 
receive my credentials . Minist~r Spaak •s greeting was warm 
und fri ondly , In beh..llf of his Government und himself , he 
wished me to trunsmit to you no expression of theirs and his 
deepest appreciation of your tt11v1ng appointed " representative 
to the Belgian Government estab!ished in London . It ~eant a 
great deal to th~ latter , dOd l•a w .. s aware from reports t hat 
the news concerning your action in this regard, which had bt:en 

r .. dio-broadc .. st 
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radio- broadcast to the people in German-occupied belgium, had already had a stimulating end wholesome effect . 

Tbe British Prime Minist er 
Mr . Churchill : 

Several night s aft er our arriva l here Mr . Churchill invited !.l11rgar et and me t o dina with lo!r s . thurchill and himself a t 10 Downing Street. We were most warmly received by them both, and during the course of a most enjoyable and int eresting evening , we were made t o feel very much "at home" . As it turned out , it was the night of Wednesday, March 19, which witnessed the wor s t aerial bombardment London had until tha t time exper ienced . \7hen, af t er d i nner , I expressed t he desire to see for .eyself the strides which London lu.d made in air- r aid precautions , the Prime Minister invited me t o accompany him to the r oof . Wearing steel helmets we spent about two hours watching t he attack. Ali the whiie , he received r epor t s at various intervals from the aifferent sec tions of the city hit by the bombs . It was intensely interesti ng, and I was thus afforded the opportunity of seeing for myself tne progr ess which had been made here in A. R. P. (Air- raid precautions) , as aga i nst those I had witnessed on t he Continent up t o late June . For example , the Pr ime llinister• s r eports sho10ed t hat the German bombs on that night had s t arted 1700 fires , and that t he various ~ . R . P . organizations had succeeded not only i n rapi dly extinguishing them, but also in preventing t hem from spr eading . The result s t o my mi nd , represented a great tribute not only t o t he courage and spirit of t he women as well as of the men, in the organizations engLged i n these A. R. P. activities, but also t o the eff i cient coordination of action of these or ganizati ons . 

In illustrating the progress made since t he December 29 Blit z over t he "Cit y" , t he Prime Minist er pointed out t lu.t that had happened on a week-end, when most of t he offices were closed down and t he buildi ngs locked up . Accordingly , the bombar dment had caught t he district with a mini mum of roof watchers on the alert . Consequently, the l bOO fires dir ectly caused by bombs on that occasi on, had spreud to about 4UOO fires . He went on to point out, that the 1700 fires directly attribut&ble to bombs this night when I accompanied him, had been he ld in check, d~e to the effective A. R. P. measures adopted since last December . 

Having watched the bombar dment for several hours , I accompanied t he Prime Minister t o the cellar, which had been reinforced with extra steel carrying- beams and stanchions to withstand heavy aerial seige . Tog other we visited the various 
offices 
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off1ces est&bli shed there for the purpose of ~eeping the 
Pr~e Uini,ter 1n constant t ouch nith naval , aerial and 
milit ar y activities in all theotr ts of operation, These activities end the current positions of all british and Allied shipping wer e i ndi cated by appropria t e markers on l a r go maps hung on 
the walls of t he pert inent offices . St aff off icers of the 
night-w&t ch, who were in f r equent t elephonic contac t wi th the 
oar Offi ce, the Admiralty, t he hir ~nistry , and the Uinistry of Shipping ~ere busily engaged i n marking up changes on t he maps . The Prime llinister showed and explained t o me the 

operations indicated on each of these . 

I wns great l y impressed by his clear grasp even of tho 
most minut e det ails as well as of the big picture as a whole . I t d i d not t ake me long t v d i scer n i n him t he drivi ng energy and other qualit i es of courageous uld determined leadership 
which had from t he moment of his ascendancy t o po<~er , served to arouse his countrymen from a s t ate of compa.r a t ive lethargy 
and to spur them t o meat the threat to thei r country with unity and fighting spirit. 

Before leo.ving the Prime llinister and ~s . Churchill, he expressed the hope t hat I Rould visit the Polish and othur 
f orces connect ed with the Governments to vhi ch I N .. s accr edited , as ear l y as possi ble, for he felt that this lfOuld be appropric.t e and helpful . He added that he hoped I might see my way clear to visit t hese f orces f r equently . I told him this was my intention. In fact, I had already made defini te plans to visit the Poli sh and Nor•1egian for ces in the North, at an early date. 

In conclusi on, he said he and his Government were very happy that you had sent a r epresent ative to the Government s t o which I was acc r edi t ed here , and he assured me t hat I could count upon t he cooper at i on of himself und hi s Government . 

Wi th all good wishes , I am 

Yours 
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~Y dear Wr . President : 

hitz Hotel 
Lond,,n, 

f S F:f> "" 

\ 

.. pril·l10,194l 

For your ini'orwat ion , I um attaching here t o ll 
confidential memorandum covering tho subs tance of 
my recent c unversations wlth the Poli jh ~inister for 
r'oreign Affairs.!. .. nd with the British t'rLue lolinister 1 s 
confidential po iticul~ilit&ry lidson oftice r with 
the Allied Governments estab~ished here . 

In tnat the int'orllll4tion thus di~closed to ma 
comes from tha Poli<~h Ambuss,u.lor to the Vt<tican, the 
Polish Ambassador a t ADK&r a , as well us from confidential 
British sources in the Lustern ~editerrdnoan and in Vichy, 
and in tha t this information bear s on ltt~li~n ~ublic 
opinion, Tripoli-bound transport tr .. ffic , oil storage 
;.~t .-onopol1a1 1'ur«:ey l s posi t l.on ;..s rot'l~;ctea in lur:<ish 
Foreign Minister 1 s downcast a ttitude, I raq and <iYriu , 
and Mar shal Petn1n 1 s physicul condl.tJ.on, I pass it on in the tnought thut it might serve usefully in r vun<linc 
out tne picture in-th~a...ld.llj! . 

\11th warcest r et:ards ~nd all t;ocx: :ol.shes , 1 8Jil 

Faithfully yours!l ·_.~ 1 _._ 
_,......-6UAt ,~~ ~ 

the President 

The fuite House 

Washington, D. C. 
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Poli sh Fore i gn Minister 1 Zo.lesl<i , t his morning 

disclosed to me, in stri ctest cunfidence the following 

substance of a cable just r eceived from the relish 

Ambassador to the V~tican : 

Observations (a) In the opi nion of the Polish wnb~ssuuor , the 
of Polish 
Ambassador results of t he war in Greece h..d served to boost 
to Vutican 
on Italian J.lussol ini' s stock in the eyes of tne Italian people a s 
public 
opinion. a whole , notwithstandJ.ng t heir r ealizat ion t hat Italy 

h.ad come under German control . This , to a measurable 

degree, was J.ttribut~ble to wishful t hinKing on part 

of the people . Accordingly 1 t hey were most hopeful that 

the war might be brought t o an ear ly c lose , in rrnich 

event they believed 1/ Italy could retain her recent 

ga i ns; and 2/ The Germans woul d move out of Italy. 

Italian Government circles hOI'/eve r 1 did not sh~re this 

trend of thought . They looked for a war of long dur a tion , 

and were less opt imi stic than the people as to the 

likelihood of an event ual German exi t from Italy; 

Tripoli- bound (b) With r efer ence to Germany ' s intensive effor t t o 
traffic , and 
fuel oil gain control of the Suez, great quantities of German 
stor age at 
~!onopo.lia . troops and mechanized materiel httd been passing through 

Italy 
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Italy to Italian ports . 'l'here was a "steady stream" 

of transports leaving Nc.ples, bound f or Tripoli. l!oreover, 

an important storage of fuel oil had been established 

at Uonopolia , 

I n t his connection, v .. tic-.n Diplomt.tic Circles were 

surprised that the British Fleet "nd Air Force had not 

already t aken ef fective steps to obstruct this "Stream" 

of transports and to bomba r d the fuel storage at Monopoli a . 

Ref erring to t his observation in the ~mb~ssador • s 

cable , Mi nister Za .Leski sai d that wLile British Foreign 

Milli s ter Eden told him on ;lpril 23 thut orde r s were given 

the British Fleet, to go 11all out" against the trc.ns,>ort 

of troops and ma~eriel t o Tripoli , he , Minister Zaleski, 

supposed that during evacuation of' British forces from 

Gr eece, the British Fl eet and Air Force had had l i ttle 

time for act i on elsewhere in the Mediterranean. Since 

conclusion of t he evacuation, he was informed the Fleet 

had been dealing more ef fectively ··•ith Tripoli-bound 

traf f i c , Hi s informants said it was a difficult task, 

hovtever , due to advantage affor ded t he adversary by short 

runs between Sicily, Pantal eria, Tripoli , under cover 

of darkness . While soute ships were getting through, it 

was believed they were small on the whole . 

Minister 
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Depressed t!inister Zaleski has just informed me confl.aentially 
attitude 
and rema r ks t hat t he Polish Ambassador a t Ankara huu hud a very 
of Turkish 
li'oreign recent conversation with t he Turkish lolinister of t'oreign 
Minister. 

Affairs . He Jwd never se"n the t!inister in such a de, r essed 

state of mind. The latter spoke of the possi bility of a 

German at t empt t o by-pass Turkey, by madl'l8 certa in islands 

in the Aegean and the Eustern ~editerranean , as ~eLl a s 

Syria, serve as steppi ng-stones for an aer ial-tr&nsport 

inva s i on of Iraq. The Turkish Foreign Minister had then 

remar ked that Turkey ' s posit ion was becoming r api dly worse . 

He now fear ed, moreover, the possi bility of Russian 

connivance with Germany vis-a-vis Turkey. 

Di sclosures Of connected bearing , I have just been informed by 
of competent 
source re : the British Pr ime ~inister •s confidential polit i cal-military 
I r ag . Srria 
and atti liason officer IVith the Allied Governments established 
tude of6 
Syr i an and here , (a) that r epor t s from Eastern Mediterranean sources 
Vichy 
Authorities indicat e t he Germans were planning to dispatch about 

10 , 000 troops by aerial transport i nto Iraq; t he plan 

envisaged using certain Greek Islands and Syrian air fields 

as "stepping stones" ; (b) t hat Dent:o, the Fr ench Milit a r y 

Authority a t Beirut, hud been questioned by Br i t ish 

Authorities as t o wht~t action he might be expected to 

adopt in event of a German attempt to land tr~nsport 

pl .. nes in Syria . The British authorities subsequently 

cabled 
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c .. bled London tioat o .. ntz 11says 11 he wilJ. resist agbrO~:.ion 
f rom any and ull t~ources in cvnformi t y with order s 
or iginal.ly given him by Vichy. However, upon furtner 
questioni ng Dentz as to wl~t .. ction he w vU.1o tuke, if 
tho Ger mans bssured him that they 111mt oru.y the use of 
three or four aer odroces for refuelJ.ine, Dentz r eplied 
that i n that case, he \Yould have t o uslt for authori ty 
from Vichy. 

Of connected bear if11S , my J.nformant discJ.osed the 
f ollowing additional i nformat lon Jus t r eceived f r o•• a 
confidential so..u'ce 1n Vichy, wnich if true, would :;ceo 
to leave lit tle r oom .for Briti~h optimi sm as to poss ibl e 
r esistant activn by Dentz , i n event Ber lin pressed Vic!~ 
f or permissi on to use Syri~n ~crodromes : 

Marshal Pet a i n was rapidly showing the strain or the 
past several months . In fact , he w .. s suff ering from 
Euremia, and was frequently given to fai nting s)ells . He 
was a pparently worn out , «nd was ra~idly falling i nto the 
hands of Darlan, who, behind the scenes, w .. s s11ttinb the 
s t age f or "all-out" col l abor ation wlth thtt Ger101uns . 

AccordingJ.y , ~rlan now re~arded Gen .. ral .eygand as 
his main obstucle to gai ning cvntr ol over L orocco, as well 
as over Fr ench unoccupi ed territor y . 
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Ritz hotel, London. 

May 4 , 1941 , 

Dour Mr . Pr9sldent : 

1'/e have been over here about seven weeks , 
and are comfo~~ settl~d at the Hitz , feelina ve ry much at 
home as our sJ.tting room i s where 11e had our wedd i ng br eakf ast 
ten years ago. >o e b&ve t hke n a smeJ.l house in the cvuntry, but 
up to no.v have spent only three weeKends there . 

I have never in my life had as interesting or 
as busy a time . Fi rst of all we have had tnany hear t y r ounions 
with our Poles and !lor .1eginns , a nd have been getting ecquninted 
with the Dutch end the l:lelgians , ••a have spent e leven days i n 
Scotlnnd with the Poli sh and ,;orwegian troops , (I t &J.keo t o s=e 
of t he boys who took part in the Lofotan r a4d) , 

I n a ddi t ion I have been making o thorough survey 
of the .tomen •s activi ties and have found t hllt f asc i nating . I have 
spent the grea t er part of each day studying the differ ent organi­
zations and their functi ons, and " i lJ. send you cy report ver y 
soon. 

Last but not l east , I have been endeavoring to 
co-ord inat e Polish r el i ef from this s ide . 

Shortly t.fter our arriva l a 11eJ.l kno.rn corre­
spondent wrote an article about Tony calli~ him •the Ambassador 
to Freedom" and th1.t t itle seems to be sticl<ill<s to him. 

Your speeches have been s i mply magnificent -
I only wish you knelT how you ar e ador ed by alJ. groups i n England , 
One ni,;ht we .1ent unexpecteuly down to the :orst shelter in 
London near the docks . Tony was reco,;nizeo right a .. ay and had 
to speak in each section - they all cheered .tildJ.y for 
"Presiaent Roosevelt" . This was a spontaneous r eaction as no 
one knew ahead we ·.vere going do1m t o t hat partiuular shelter . 
The head Shelter 1/arden 1vus a delightful energetic little man 
called IU' . 11 Bubley" who i s a n auct i oneer , lind who has " loua voice 
probably strenathened by his pr ofessi on.r.J. &ra i ning , ,;1t.h a per­
suasive manner . In ot:her words during the ruJ.d he "sells" the 
people in the s helter the i dea of C~<J.mness . Later on ,,, 11ent t o 
anothor d01mtown bor ough t o see more shelters , stopping in to soo 
t he J.!v,yor of tho.t borough where we had the most beuutiful sand­
niches . I later lHarned t~t the Uayor hed been a plumbor, then 
a caterer - hence the ertistic touch in t he supper . He w~s a short , 
stout, aod very polite little man by the name of Mr. uainty . 



Tile t>YO mein topics of c ... nversation in a light vein 
over here among the English are the daring exploit s of the Poles -
their conquests in the air and thoir sentimenthl con· uests in 
Scot land, and stories concerning "that ,onderful Jr . Campbell" -
the man who has an enormous farm in Mont ana. He has been a 
t r emendous success over hera - one friend liKened him to 
Will Hogers . He has been a r efreshing note duri ng t ense days . 

In regard to the Polish aviator s - they say t he t unless the R. A. F. want the Poles t o bomb Berlin t hey do not dare to give 
thom even enough petrol to reach B~rlin . For once they have 
enough petrol they go straight to Berlin, and don't worry i f they 
haven't enough to get home again. And then tho Scotchmen say 
that in order to get o~rhere courting a Scotch Lassie they mus t 
we11r Polish soldi ers ' hats and speak broken English with a Polish 
accent . There se9rns to be a notural tie between the Rcotch and 
tho Poles - the Polas who have boon learning to spe&k English 
have a s trong Scotch brogue , and they ar e almost impossible to 
unders t and . The traditi on of Polish-Scot t iah friendship dates 
from the time sever al hundred hears ago wh.en some Scottish kings took refuge in Poland and were royally domiciled in Krakow. 

They say that the popular songs of a period represent 
the prevailing sentiments of the day - one of the most popular 
songs here is "Tho J<ing i s Still in London Totm11 • From what I 
hear t he gr eat est psychologi cal blunder t he Germa ns have made in 
r egard to Engl and wus the bombing of buckingham Palace . That 
unified in one ni ght the det ermi nation 11t o stick it out" . 

has 
Tony i s as busy as a bird dog and never/ he enjoyed any­

thing as much as t his nea job . He will be i n hi s ne o~ office in 11 
few days . It i s rather hard to get office e~uipment here , es­
pecially type1rr1ters , so our two secretaries put the i r porhble 
typewriters and sas masks by their beds each nlght so tha t they 
can grab t hem up i n case t here is a raid ( t ha t i~ how pr ecious 
typewriters are here) . 

Please forgive the lengt h of this letter . I started 
out with the intention of 'Kriting you a nice brief businesslike 
letter, and I did not mean to let it reach these proportions . 

Uy thoughts are with you so often and I only wish you 
knew ho.v gr ateful I am to you for sending us over here . 



Tony joins me in SAndi ng you our love . 

The President, 
The '••hlte House 
Washing ton, D. C. 

As alw~o,ys, ~ 

~ 

3 . 



-.. 
THE WHITE H OUSE 

W ASHIN GTON 

Way 5 , 1941. 

l.tE~ORANDlP." P'OR 

TilE CODE ROOU 
STATE DEPARTMENT 

The Preo1dent would like 

you t o send tha enclosed cable 

t o Ambassa~or Bi ddle. 

GRACE G. TULLY 



l'rANOAftO f"O .. M No, t • A 
~ .. .,. ,__.,., ........... 

TELEGRAM 
OFFICIAL IIUSI NIESS-GOVERNMENT AATU 

BIDDLE 
LOIIDOif 

,_ 

... 
M47 5 , 1 94J., 

YOUR U:!TER or APRIL 2 :5RD. PU:ASE I IIF'Cl!Ut H. M-j Tilt: ~££If 

or 'tHE NE'l'H£RLANDS , THA'l' IIHCLLY APPROVE AND A!l IIAD£ VERY 

HAPPY 

R008E'IEL'l' 



ST8 TCTf.i¥ eolfili!IeJ;TI ax 

Ritz Hotel , 
London, 

April 23, 1941. 

' '/! ~ My dear Mr . President : 

I have just come from a meeting with (tueen Wilhelmina . 
She r eiterated what she had former ly said to me upon the 
occasion of pr esenting my credentials : (a) She was gr ateful 
for your having appointed a Minist er to her Governm~nt 
est ablished here ; a nd (b) She was deeply moved by your interest 
in her nation, by your fr iendly consideration of herself , ~nd 
by yours and Mrs . Roosevelt' s gr eat kindness a nd hospitality 
to her daught er, Princess Juliana . Besi des , she greatl y 
appr eciated your he l pful int erest in her daughter's welfare 
and your va l ued counsel to her concerning constructive 
ac tivi ties in behalf of her nat i on ' s interests . 

The Queen went on to say she had just r eceived a le t ter 
from her Forei gn Minister , Mr . van Kleffens , wr itten after 
his meet i ng with you. I n effect , he had underlined what I 
had f ormerly conveyed t o her , i. e .; your se11se of satisfaction 
over Julia nu 1 s effor ts to keep the "Ne therlands ' case" a 
live i ssue i n the minds of the people i n general , d.lld of the 
American citizens of Ne t herl ands ' extraction in par ticular -
and your hope that she would continue in these efforts . 
The Queen asked me to tell you that she understood and 
appreciated your point of vi ew i n t his regard, and w<~s deeply 
erateful . 

She then ear nestly requested me t o tre~t in strictest 
confi dence what she was about t o say, and asked me that in 
conveying it to you, I be& of you to treat it likewise . 

The Pr esident 
The White House 

\'lashing t on, D. C. 

J.1oreover, 

REGRADED 
UNCLJ. ~ .:>I F I ED 
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lloreover, she earnestly hoped you would not ••anti on the 
matter even to her Foreign Llinister , J.!r . van Klof t on,., (if 
ond when yo\> might receive him acain) , or even to the 
Nether lands lo!ini ster Dr . Loudon . 'fhe ~o~ueen thereupon told 
me the f olJ.o•tirlll : 

It ""'' her s incere hope tnut she might pay you ll vhit 
at some time in the not too d~~tunt future, in order to 
express to you personally her sr ... tltude. Her visit, of course, 
would depend , on the one hl1nd , upon tile course of the ''S..ttJ.e 
of the Atl .. ntic 11 , and on the ot.hur h~nd , upon oevE.lopm..nts 
on the continent; that w .. s t o say, if Gerr.tany showed sny signs 
of an "internal collapse• , she ""uld h"vu t o remain nearby 
her country . If 1_ however , c onditions p.Jrmit ted her visit , she 
would go to tho united States via Canada . Moreover, she would 
prefer to meet 1vit h you at Hyde P .. rk, r ather th.;.n at the White 
House , for , out of res1Ject f or hur suf fering people in occupied 
Holland, she would not •tant her visit to entail official 
receptions ; in f ac t , she hoped th~t such a visit mi~ht be 
car ried out wlth the maximum of simplicity . .>he ttdued th .. t 
in conducting thecselves, she and her daughter bad constantly 
kept in mJ.nd the sufferint>S of tneir people, ;.nd rud accoraingly 
been careful to do nothing wllicll mi1.ht offend their feel1Jl6S, 
such <iS giv~ the impres .. 1oo of "having a good t1mo 11 • 

In conclusion, she sai a it w.1s her most earnest hope that 
conditions would permit her meetin~ with you, for not only did 
she wish to convey to you porsonally t~n expr ession of l!r,,tituae 
in behalf of h<lrself and her nation, but al5o she fel t confldent 
t hat an exchange of views lVOuld prove c onstructi vu und mutu .. lly 
interes ting . 

Finally 1 she reemphasized llo..r hop.,s t h .. t you wvulJ treot 
this as a mat t er strictly between you .. nd her .. elf, and guard 
it i .n utmost confidence . 

With my every good ~ish , I am 

Faithfully yours , • 

~~"Y 
The President 

The :Yh1 te House , 
ll.;.shill8 too, D. C. 



' I ' 

My dear Ur . Pre~ident : 

Ritz Hotol 
London, 

t.!ay 7 , 1911. 

For your information , I ...m for\Tarding heroto att&ched 
a memorandum covering inCorm~<tion received by Polish Fol'eign 
liinister Zaleski reg .. rding Hitl•)r 1 s pl...n in connection with 
former Polish Foreign llinister Beck <ill<\ other statesmen and 
dipl omats of belligerent powers who had already, and who 
might in the future , become prisoner s of •rar . 

\Vi th every good 1vish, I am 

F'~<l. thfully your"' • _ H _ 

7~/~·'l-

The President 

The White House 

Washington, D.C. 



lJEMORAJIDUl.l. 

5th l!.EJ<r , 1941 . 

Polish Foreign 1liniater Zaleski tel l s ma he 

has recently received information that Former Polish 

Foreign Minister Beck was still in Rumania. Further 

information whi ch had come to l.linister Zalesk i Within 

the past few days indicated that Hitler now pl anned to 

hold as prisoner s of wa r fo rmer Uinie ter Beck and othe r 

statesmen and dipl omats of belligerent powers who had 

a l ready fallen into German hands . This al so would apply 

t o statesmen and diplomats who might be captured i n f ut ure . 

The plan, moreover, envisaged t rying these men before a 

cour t at conclusion of hostili ties on charges of "war- gui l t " . 

Minister Zaleski added that t his information had oome from 

s everal usuall y rel iable sour ces . 



/ 

Uy dear Ur , President : 

Ritz Hotel , 
London . 

9th t:ay ' 1941 . 

As of possible interest , I am attaching 
hereto , a copy of a cabl e sent me f rom Brazzavi lle , 
by L!r . Bon Lucien Burman , representa tive of the north 
American Jlewspaper Alliance , 

I cr ossed on the Clipper wi tb him and 
his wi f e and in response to his suggestion, I said I 
s hould be vory glad to receive from t ime to time , some 
word as to his reac t ions and observations , concerning 
the situation in French Equatorial Afr ica . 

It is clear from his message , that he is 
very f avorably impressed by the spirit of the Free r rench 
forces . 

171 th warmest regards , I am 

The l'rosident , 
The l lhite House,' 

Wo.shington, D, C, 



/ 

I J.IBIJDRAlTDUJ.l 

9th l!ay , 1941. 

Copy of a Cable sent me from Brazzaville by Mr . Bon Lucien 

Burman, representative of the Jlorth American llewepaper 

Alliance . 

As you requested I have made a close study of de Gaulle ' s 

movement and of officials here. They represent the finest 

French . Magnificent epiri t , young and ol d , like early American 

patriots . They represent every quality cherished by Americans . 

They are coming here every day , scientists, students, generals , 

labour loaders , priests and simple soldiers surmounting terrif ic 

obstacles to fight Germany . 

attempt . 

l.!any lo so their Uv es in the 

I think it of enormous importance that if f ormal r ecog-

nition is impossible a formula be devised to establish official 

contact . 

It is vi tal that aeroplru1es and arms should be sent 

immediately. They are waiting and eager to fight but lack the 

rna terial . I ur ge and urge again that you send them some aid . 

Supplies need no t be in such vast quantities as to affect those 

to British but merely enough to equip some troops hero and to 

maintain t he morale of these truly heroic figures . 

It is of great importance that they should not feel 

themselves deserted by the United States . As I have been able 

to eeo f or myself, they have a lready accomplished muoh starting 
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wi th practically nothing and with our a id they can be an 

enormous factor in saving France and restoring her self-respect , 

to say no t hing of her potential rrar- oontribution, 

Importance of movement and its great strategica l value 

in African and Uediterranean campaigns has passed completely 

unnoti ced in the United States because of lack of publicity , 

French her e having bean doing Job and not tal k ing about it , 

I have gone ovor the s ituation car efully with Br itish 

off icel'S and officials here who confirm these facts . I am sure 

t hat you have f ound the same opinion in consulting Bri t ish 

Foreign Office a s to t heir views , 

As you a sked me I have looked a t tho ai tuation hero With 

the utmost ob j ectivity and I am sending you this cabl e because 

of tremendous and far-reaching i ssues involved. I urge you to 

ge t this message to Secretary Hull and President Roosevelt at 

once . 

I am on t he spot wa tching events develop minute by minute 

and I cannot over-estimate world i mpor t ance of the situation 

I have tri ed to des cribe here , I f the do Gaul le movement is 

given even some slight measure of support fr om the united States , 

i t can be of vast influence in r ebuilding t he mor ale of defeated 

French poople th roughout the world , 



I - • 

~ dear Yr. President : 

!!itz Hot ol , 
London , 

l Oth l!ay ,l 941 , 

As of possible intoroa t , I am forwarding here t o attached , a oopy and tl·onslation of tho toxt 
of the sec r e t minutes of a meeting of the Chamber of 
Co~erce of Danzig , hold under the Cha1:r~neh1p of 
Herr Schnee , President of that body , A copy of those , among numerous othor minutes of this organization, was obtai ned by a Polish ooore t eervioo agen t , 

In going through hill oo nfidentilll files 
recently, a high r anking official of the Polish Govorn~ont found this , o:r.ong other docwnonte , and handod oc a copy in the thoueht that it mi ght provo of i nterest to my Govornment , I beg to draw your a t t ention particularly to that sao t i on of tbo minutoo which deale vtith Colonol Lind borg, 

\71th ovory rood wiah , I 81:1 

Foitbfully yours , {i. 
~ ·~.1. 0 "-'Y 

Tho President , 
The White Houoo , 

Wasbino:on , D. C. 



• lOth !JaY , 1941. 

'l'ranela tiop of the Text of tho Secret l.linutes of a Meeting of the 

Chamber of Commerce of Danzig, held under tho Chairmanship of 

Herr Schnee . 

Meeting of tho l ocal group Heeresange r 

(suburb of Danzig) , a t the elementary school , november 

18, 1939 , speaker, von Sohnee . 

The hall was well fill ed, and after the Party 

books had been r emi tted , tho l ea der of tho local group greeted 

the speaker and the assembl y and i nvited Herr von Schnee to apeak , 

"Politics is the knowledge of the l aws of life , not only for indivi­

duals , but for al l Germans and in general for all the poople . 

That ie \'Illy politics must be conducted in every country. At t he 

begi1ming the policy of our Fuhrer was to figh t unemployment and 

by hie power to aeeuro the e ecuri ty to hie people . Thus has 

developped Germany ' s powerful position which is envied by all 

tbosc who do not belong to our peopl e . Economically speaking -

I spealc about the Reich, not about Danzig - \'lhat is important 18 

that extremel y fav orable conditione havo been created , and so our 

colonies have achieved a standard of life of rlhich no other 

country can be so pr oud , " The speaker spoke on production, on 

making petrol , rubber and wool, t hen he passed to politics . "~ 

Fuhrer kno11s how bes t to expl oi t t ime , he does not los e any 

oppor tunity - s hould he l ose auoh a moment , who knows What course 

the his t ory of t he world would t ake . 1'/e mu.st imagine Germany as a 

large garden. the fruit is r i pe . one must p ick it , otherwise it 

will fall down and rot . You understand now •:ihy the Fuhr er takes 
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this p~rtioul~r moment under consideration , Encl and is now 

in a mouso-tr~p - wo are circumventing her . At !Jw1ioh we pro­

vo lcod hor i n order to to at hor po11or . She fe.Ucd miserably . 

Thus wo eoo that she is not so powerfUl as she ~ppoe.ro to bo , 

Our friend YU&sollni supporte us helpfully and by his epoeches 

and n t tltudc we c an ace that be oan be trusted- although a 

distrust of him will never di anppoar . He ruleB tho 

l.lodi terrnncan llol"l and so, England has l ost hor Empire thoro , 

e.nd ae one hoa:re , she will diaappear from Europe al t ogether . 

But tho so are only presupposi tiona , and it would p o.:rhnpa be 

better for her . now we mue t sho11 an eX&lJ>l e , llbi c h r:ruet 

oor talnly coeur becaueo 1 t would serve us to aoh1eve 'lfaat we sing 

in our song a : "Let us go to tho :&a a t , lot us d:ri vo to tho East . " 

I must bo vo:ry cautious in ~ looture , in order to avoid politics 

and not to anticipate Adolf Ritlor ' e policy . 1/hoo tho Rumaniah 

goes to England in order t o l:l.3ko e. loan he Will probably not 

have great euocoss, because tho English have onoush products 

from India and their ooloniee - but (}ermaey noods hie vineyard 

and something more . 11o havo conducted favorable oommeroial 

troatioo wi t h Bulgaria and other gipeies liko tho Yugoslavs , but 

they aro no t hing but gipsios ( l oud laughter) . So now- again I 

must ox prose m,ys el f verif oarotully - we 11ant to oren to a g:rca t 

ouetome union e.nd in this we also shall be succosa:tul . You see , 

when tho Je.panese provoked quarrels with Russia , it happened on 

Germany ' o roguoa t in ordor to t est their armw • Tho result wa s 



/ that Russia ciaerabl;r failed and la t er it was at our r equest 
t hat Lindbergh wont t o Russi a i n order to learn more about the 
Ruooian air force , He brought us tho newo tha t Russian planes 
would be o. oomploto failure , so again we havo nothin g to foar 
froo thU aide , Lithuania hae now taken an example from th o 
Sudeten - Germane , Ko•mo aeeuroe the peopl e of L!omol that t he 
Germans are conquering there . It ie not ntoe What I r.nn t say 
nofl , but 1t would be bo t ter for us ohould tho Lithuanians k i ll 
in llocol , at loaat 20 Germane , then we would be nearer our target , 
for a lthough t hey di sarmed us by their friendly attitud e towards 
Uoool yet one day we shall get thee a lright , uow a word about 
Danzig, Danzig ie like a child born aft er 7 months . I t lives 
by Polish food , yet miserably a a Ola1·eaw docs not altogether cut 
ito vi tal arte1·y eo it may yot breathe . I wan t to ask you t o 
behave vory quietly, to develop the national community 
(Volkegemoinsohaf t) and thus to be un.i ted in one totali ty . Tho 

most important aim now io t he reunion of all German e in Danzig , 
and eo shall 1~0 go forward, only by groat union and thon one 
day the frontier post will fall do~ and it will be called 
Germany. " 



l Oth J.!cy , 1941. 

Copy of the Toxt of t ho Secret Ulnutea of a Uoot1ng of tho 

ChaMber of Commerce of Do sig , held under the Chairmanship of 

Rorr Schnee . 

VERSAl.ll.!LUIIG DER OR'l'SGHUPl'E l!EERESAIIGER {Danzig) 

in der Grundaohule am 18 .11 . 1938; Redner v . Sohnoo . 

Die Aula war gut bese tst, nach Ucbcrreichung nouor 

Ultgliodsbuecher und Parteibuocher, begruesete der Ortegruppcn 

Leiter den Eedner und die Voreammo1ten, dann gab or deo Redner 

v . Schnee das Uort . Politik 1st 4os Uiaaon dor Lobenogoeotzo 

nioht nur f uor jedcn Einzelnen eondorn fuer alle Volkscenooeen, 

uoberhaupt f ue r alle Mcnsohon . Darum muss such i n oinom jodon 

S tao t Politik gefuehrt word on . Die Poli t ik unseres Fuohroro war 

von A.nfang sn die Bokal!IPfung 4or Arbeitslosigkoit und dio 

Sioherstell~ seines Volkoo duroh sei ne ~cht , so hat oich oino 

~ohtstellung Deutschland ontwickolt uo die uns oin jedor dor 

nioht zu unsercm Volko gohoor t , beno14et . Uas wirteohaf t lich 

anbelangt 1st ic Reich, i oh opreohe voo Reich , nioht von Danzig, 

41o auasorst guenstigston Verhael t ntsoe gcschaf~on worden , donn 

unsere Kol onien dio wir 1m r.oich gosohaf!en habon , habon o1nen 

Lobonestanda rd horauogcbildot , die os nun kai n andor oo Iand 

vorzeiohnen kann . llun opraoh or wioder von den Erzougni aaon, von 

dar Roretellung doe Bonz1nkautschuclrs und 1/ollo , dann ging er 

in die Politik ueber. Dor Fuohror weiss die Zeit auozunuetzon, 

or 1aoset keino Gole5onhe1t vorbor gohcn, wenn or dioscn 
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Zei tpunl!:t vorpnast , wer wei sa wto dnnn dio 17cl tgoaohiohto auaschen 

wuerdo donn Bohon Sio , man stollo etch vor , urn Doutaohlo.nd ware 

ein groooor Onr t en , die Fruoohto sind reif , llltln muse aio jetzt 

pfluockon , donn fallen sie ab eo verfaulen sio . Sie voratehen 

warum nun der Fuehrer dieaen Zoitpunkt wahrnimct . England be­

finde t Bioh jotzt in einor L~uoofallo , diese umgohon Wir , ein-

mal 1n ~onohon haben Wir ibn herauagofordert um aoino Uaoht­

atellung zu orproben, er hat klaglioh vorsagt , al so oohon wtr , 

dasa eo nioht so machti g 1st , Wio oo zu sein eohoint . Unser 

Freund Italian !Iueoolini unto l'Btuozt uno hilfreioh , durch seine 

Reden und Handlugsweise ersohon wtr , dass can ibm wohl vertrauen 

kaml , obiVOhl oin J.lisatrauen ibm sesonuober woh1 nio ganz vor­

schwindon wtrd . Er behorrsobt jotzt das llittelmoor , eo 

daBs England die Herrechaft dart vorlorcn hat , wto ll'lln haort , 

will es ge.nzliab aus Europa voroah111nden, aber dao oind nur 

YUtmaooungon, bossor waere eo allerdings fuer ibn. 11r mueooen 

jetz ein Exompel etatuiren , daa mu88 Kommen, donn ea d1ent uns 

dazu um daB durohzufuehron , waa oan in den Liedorn boatnst ; 

nach Oaten laeet uns schreiten , naoh Oaten lasat uno ziohn. Sie 

verstehon was ioh moine , ioh muoa aehr voraiohtig rodon, um 

keine Poli t ik zu mechen und dor Palitik A, Hitlere vorzugrei fen . 

l'lenn nun dor Rumane nun naoh Eng:Wnd gefabren 1st um eino 

Anleihe zu maoben, eo Wir4 er wahl keine grossen Erfolge er­

zielen, donn s eine Brzeugnisoe hat 4cr Engl aender zur Oonuego 

aus In41en und aoinen Kalonien , wtr aber brauohon 1o1ne \'loin.-

traubon und nooh andres . Tlir habon Randelvertraego mit Bul-
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garion und don ru1deren Zigeunern Wio Jugoslevien guonet1g 

ab~ooohlosson , na ja eo oind dooh Zi geuner (gross es Golaohter l • 

Und so woll cn wir, ioh muse dae auoh wiederum aohr voreiohtig 

botonon , eine grosse Zollunion achnf.cn , es wird una auoh 

diesee gclingon . Sehcn Sie wenn dor Japanor Strei t 1akeiten mit 

den Ruseen horvorrief, oo t at cr oe auf Gohei oe Deutschland 

um acino Armee zu erprobon, dcr Brfolg war dor , dass der 

Ruooo klagl ioh vereagto , dru1n ging auf uneor Goheiss Lindbergh 

naoh Russland um seine Flugzeugo Jtonnon zu lornen. Er braohte 

una die Uachrioht, daes dieoe Plugzouge voollig vereagen wor­

den , aloo auoh hierin niobts zu bofuercht en iet , Litauon hat 

siob nun an don Sudetondoutscben oin BeiSpiel s enommcn , oe 

gewabrt Kowno Jctzt den ~omollandorn alle Uaoonahmen die dio 

Douteoh en dort ergreifon , as 1st nicht aohoon, was ioh jotzt 

eagan muss , abor oe 1st fuer una boooer , worm die Litauer 

i n Umcmolland mindcst ene 20 Doutsoho crsohlagon wurden , dann 

war on wir sohnoller am Ziol , s o ontwaffnen eio une m1 t ihren 

Proundschaftsbcziehungon zu den Uomollandern , aber oinmal 

packon wir eie doch . llun zu Danzig, Danzig 1st w1e ein 

siebon L!onateklud , es lobt wohl horvor gerufon durch dio 

Ernahrung von Polen , aber lclaglioh , dorm Wal'Gohau sohnoi dc t 

ihm die Lebcnsa dor nicht ganz duroh , so daee os nooh steen kann. 

I oh moeohte Sio nur bitt on , eioh ganz ruhig zu verhalton, di e 

Volksgcmeinechaft so zu pflegen und sich so zu einec Ganzen zu 

veroinigen, dae 1st jot~t die wioh tigste dio Zusammenfaooung allor 

Deuteohon in Dllllzig , dann werdon wir vorwarta kommon , nur duroh 

die grosse Einigkeit , dann wird auoh einmal dor Grensp!ahl fallen 

und dor heiset Deutschland , 



THE WH ITE HOUSE 

WASH INGTON 

May 14 , 19,41. 

ME!iORABDUll FOR 
UNL£RSECRETARY WELLES: 

For p:~p~ration or repl y . 

F. D. R. 

Letter from Hon . Tony Biddle , Ritz Hotel , 

London, 4/22/41 to the President , forwarding 

a copy and translati oo of the text of a 
letter he received from Alexander Bobkowski , 

son-in-law of ~r . Yosci cki , the former Presi­

de.nt of Pol and . The letter d.lfribes the 

whereabouts and crtti cal posi tion of the 

members of the former Polish Government . 
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~ dea r Ur , President , 

r - r· · . -==~ 

Ritz Hot ol , 
London. 

15th t:ay . 1941 . 

I beg t o refer to my lette r and oncloourc 
of Uay 12 , concerning "The Oo~n Threat to Prenoh 
Africa" , a nd , for :;uur furthe r 1nforcat 10n to convo:v 
t ho f ollowing substnnoo of in!ol'l:lation and observations 
oonfidentiBlly disclosed t o rno by i nformed Al l ied 
Oover~ontal sources here . (These inc lude tho do 
Oaullo Admini stration establish ad in London l . 

With warmest regards , I am 

Pal t hful ly Y'Ji:.s.'. , ,. ~ 

~r~· 'u 

The President , 
The White Hou3o, 

Washington , D. c . 



~ l.o , 1141. 

&app1 ... nt1nl Ulo tator.at ion oontaine4 11 the 

•110:rU1.&• a"aobool t o '1111 lo~or ot *' 11 , lll4.l , resa:r41na 
"'fbo h r- tueat to 'Telle)l Afr ioa• , 1 "Ma to report tho 

toll•U. .. llatc.o o! UUO.r.&UOII aDt ollaorYat1ona ooiX1'14o1 Uall7 

UooloMl to M ll7 1nfoi'!Mt .Uliot lonr-t OOil l'OOO horo. 

r 'ftlooo lnelu to tho 4o O&ullo .r.ta1111olratioa ootabl1oho4 1n 

~.1 

h u boliGYot b7 lilY 1nfon-18llte bat 1n att~tina to 

ootuat o .,.t a1Pt be GP"t el of r~o, - &.oul4 boar 1n 

alnt t'bat .uaua1 Dar1an Tioul.ho4 JraDo• ' • ro:plaoina l\d7 

1D a "l o .&" rolo in a · •- Goran O:rdor" w1 ~ Jpain a poaoiblo 

"lo .8" an4 Italy at the botto• of t ho lillt. Be IIOI'OOYOJ' p1oturo4 

hU.olt cho "l o . l" of tho t oa fo:rooa of auah an ali.ciiMnt . 

Oontrilnrtt.nc to tblo tum of lllllt , 1t 10 bolieYot a:.. Darlan 

fol t Ulat a Pranoo roo to:rat ill a t _,o:rat1o epbore of influonoo , 

wouu bo u .. r o41to4 for oeYoral .. norat1~n•1 that her p:r.attso 

wo.J.t lU::owUo han a or1ouei.T l uf1'ero4 tbroucbOUt hor Oolonilll 

lo..tn to tho oxt.tt l.bat P -batn tTOll tb .. o , woull bo tho 

objoo ta of :r141oul.o . 

OD tho o llor bau41 hOWOYor , a PrallOo rooona true ted wtlb1n 

the f~~ of a "low M.-.an Or4or" wo'&ll , ll7 rMOCII'l of o:t!ooUYO 

ProllGh oo:U.bot·ation to ar a a Oor .au •10 tory , ot.Ju;r tho ouppo <"t 

of Goran :tout an4 :prootip th:rouabout tho l raoh ooloniee - t..• 

oolon1al noti•o popul.aHone wo.U4 'bo • 4o to roo,.ot t ho ronoh . 

llol r ooont n.wo 1n41oatot \bat tho PrODoll 111l1tary 

aut:bor1t1oo in lyria bat f or ao• UM 'bton &hipping to tho 

R oobit AU fo:rooa 1n Iraq, lapo:r tont quant1t1oa o:t sun• and 

u.ci uon llb.1oll bat b- a to rot 111 IJria . ~bia , to~ tbe:r with 

u ex:pootot ra,U tner .. oo 1D hi'Mil aerial 1~001on o. JTrta , 

atabt foroe tho Br1t1._ t o aot1on 1n that 001lllt~. Were tbla to 

CIOIIMI 1\bout , 1t 1o \ ol .iOYot that Britain wo la llavo to oount With 

lbo lUrolilloot of Darlall1 a uatna th1a aa a protoxt to turn the 

J'ronoh n ... t apine t B:ri toillo 

Of oowoo t el lloa:r1JIC OeYoral of '1111 1nforii8Dta , ana 

tlpooiall.T l ba otf1o1al of lilv lo Gaulle .l4aUliatrat1on , 
Olq)roeaol the opinion ba~ afte r •1 tDoaelna OYoll' o 1n r llOO an4 

IIT:rla , thoro waa 1UUe 1f ant :r-n to o:q~eot: lllroooe, aJ:11 _., 



than Vioh7 or J yria , to reaie t German preeaDr e wben Hit ler 
wae read)> to exert i t thereon in f'ull . .lt aey rate, it waiS 
W1eer from a tactical po1Jlt of view, to oxpoot noth1D8 from 
llorooco in the f orm of rooiatanoe and to sot up the 
atrategionl plan accordingly . 

I n oonnootion with th1a opinion, 1117 informants drew 
~ attentio n to tho eteaay, intact 1noreao1D8, infiltration 
of Gennana into Jlor oooo, All wall ae to a eonfitentlal report 
tbey bad r eoentl7 rec eived 1Jll1oat1ng tbat General 'lleygand ha4 
turnot down tho offer of t he cr.t'fiaar oo~~W&D41Da tho Spaniah 
t roopa 1D Spanish Jloroooo , to oonaul t w1 th a vi n to ee tt1Dg 
up tho framework of collaboration in " ant it bee ... nooe~~aary 
to 4ef en4 thei r rcepootive terri torioa acatna t potenti al German 
action. 

Tho oubetanoo of t o :toro£Oing disoloeuree , !lh1ch I 
am hereby poooing on in he thought that it aigbt provo helpfUl 
1Jl p1eo1Jlg t oge ther tho pioturo 1n tho alt1ng , 1nd1oatoll to my 
mind that devolo»mento are now l en41nc to an oarly ehow- down 
between the British snd tho l'rcnob. 



... 

Ritz Hotol , 
London, 

A!~<Y 12, 1 941 . 

Wy dear ~ . President : 

~·or your informution I am uttuching huroto, u 
confidential memorandum contuining in substunco , certain 
intelligence r eports and observutions concerning the 
•Ger~n threAt to french Hfrica" , as im~rtea to me by a . Rene Pleven, Director of roreltn ana ~ooo ic Affairs , and :;ecretary Genorlll of tne Council of Dufom~e of the luipire of the de G11ulle forces , (previous to Frunce 1 s 
collar>se , he was u member of tho Joint Anglo- French 
Purch!lbil\tt Commission) . I beg to draw your particular attention t u this memorandum. 

Attached moreover to thi~ m~orondum aru Annexes 

~
~~ Juridical positivn of Fr~nce in relat~on to Korocco; 
B A re Port on tha si tuation in French \Test Africa (Dukar); c Pos ition of tho French Fleet under the control of 

Vichy (as of early April, 1941) . 

In stating the 11de Gaulle" case, II . P1even empbasi:r.ed 
th~t from the very out.et , Bra:r.zuvil1e •s ro-d had been marked by •tough sleduing• . The llritisn had str..ight-a-way 
extended a rr~~na1y a nd encoura6ing hand, ~, within the limits of their capacity , material assi~tance . brazzavilLe was deeply appr ecia ti vo . 'rbe men and women who composed ~he 
Fr ench for ces wero r~Hl peopl >i - French patriots or intelligence and backbone - people annlmated by the sar,Je kind of s pirit which had inspired ou1· people in their strU<>, lo for the 
independence and liberty of the United States . 

The position occupieo by the de uaul:l.o forces in 
Fr ench ~uatorial Africa was , froo the strategic standpoint , becominl! more and mor11 i mport .. nt vis-a -vis IAorocco, as wall as t he Dakar arou - not to mention th" air routes froo 
Takor adi to Khartoum. In r .. ct , v:ore the Gcrlllan a ir force to enga&e in n .lorocco-basea aerial thrust in tne tiir .. ction 

The President 

The l'lhite Bouse 

Washington, D. C. 

of 
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of Takor adi or even ' across the r outes l eacang tnerefrom, 
it might becvme necessary t o estublish an alternative 
aer opl ane assembly pldnt at Pointe Noi r e , French Lquatoria l 
PJrica. In such case , t his center c~uld be made to serve 
the same purpose as does Takort-di a t present . Besides , 
there was a r a ilway from Pointe Noir e to Brazzaville, and 
river t r ansportation thence to Benan . 

M. Pleven ventured the hope on par t of himself and his 
associates , t ha t Washington mi ght see its way clear to 
make some gesture of sympathy a nd understanding to Br azzaville . 

In this connection, he said Brazzavi l l e found itself 
constant ly faced w1.th diffi culti es . For example , about 
f our weeks ago, t he authorities concerned in Washington , had 
r ef used Expor t Licences f or shipment of Iron Hoops for 
cotton bal es t o Fr ench Equatorial At'rica . Arrangements 
for their shipment t herefor e , had had t o be made to a 
British colonial port , cos tly in terms both of loss of 
t i me and added expense . 

He t hen pointed out that recent reports i ndicated t hat 
the United bt ates was shipping to Morocco 10, 000 tons of 
petrol , 6 , 000 tons of kerosene , and 1 , 000 tons of lubric"nts . 
Other r e ports indicated the shipment of cotton goods t o 
Dakar . This would ada t o Brazzaville ' s dif ficult i es in t hat 
llaz i agents in their machinations vis -a - vis t he Cameroons and 
Equa torial Afr ica, would mor e than likely a ttempt to sew 
seeds of discontent a mongs t the latter by playing up the 
benefit s thus accruing t o t he natives as well as the White 
popula t ions of Morocco and Senegal . 

Of connec ted beari ng , he sai d t hat while Brazzaville 
purchases wer e handled by the British, it would grea t l y 
simplify and facilitate business bet ween French Equat oria l 
Afr i ca and t he United Stat es, if Washingt on might sel.l i ts 
way clear t owar ds approving the setting up of 11Special 
Account s " i n t he names of French <;quatori al Africa and 
of the Fr ench Cameroons . 

He earnestly hoped moreover , t hat Washington would 
honor the passports i ssued at Brazzaville , for French l aw 
provided for the i ssuance of passports by the Governor of 
a French colony, during a period of emergency . 

Then t oo, there was the quest ion of several ships which 
the Free Fr ench for ces had commandeered i n order to prevent 
t heir f alling into German hands . These wer e formerly t he 

proper t y 
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property of t he Wessagerie Waritime . Br azzuville would now 
like to assign them as carriers in the chrome unci nickel 
trade from New Caledonia . This desire however, gave rise 
to a serious quest i on, i.e . whether t he authorities of t he 
United St ates would treat t he ships as free from impeuchment . 

In conclusion, I should like to point out t ha t the 
fact that M. Pleven h~s from time t o time disclo~ed confi­
dential information to me, i s in pert due t o our former 
close contact previ ous to France' s collapse . Kt that time, 
he was a member of the Joint Anglo-French PUrchasing Commission, 
and on several occasions his cooperation sorved very helpfully 
towards my carrying out my Mi ssion near the Polish Government 
at Angers . Moreover I subsequently came into frequent 
contact with him dur!ng the per i od of my Special Llission to 
the French Government - up to tho date when he loft for 
Brazzaville to organize the do Gaulle Admi ni stration there, 
I regarded him as a serious, s incere, courageous and 
intelligent patriot . 

Wi t h warmest regar ds , I am 

FaithfUlly yours~ . .J ~ ry­
-~~ r·..x--
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ziRICTLI C • Z1DLWllAl 

t ao 8d re rt , 

1.r . 1 laYao axp:raaae4 tne ball r t~ t tiJ •ub ~· c t.hereot' 

..... bt .,.,., .. or interest tu 1117 OoYa. n.Aot . Jt th 8 e tl.:a€1, 

be ur~~:ed that th<ily be truutoe1 J.D ut- st c" 1 • c 

lie t1 .. n cou.r1douc t.i.U.ly n Ye..J.ac! twt 1ntor t1 n h 

raca1Yed c!urlng tile pa t taw d a7s 1.n41o tod tllJlL tho Car "' 

hold o••r Lna l'rotec~orate or P'ranc.h rocco ari u l:y 

lnoraaaed, l'h.l.a o&t4irlOr4lt1 n or t1.e II t~at1 II d boon 

mulo:ed by t.hu rollowinc t•ct. r•• 
l) fha ~oraonuel or tbc Araiatlce Co~1ss1 ·D had bcon 

raised to a ... r a tb&D 200 . ""barNs UDUl now, it had lleen 

C&Dtered 1n C..aa l!h.nca, 1~o w ulcl soun eatablhh 1tnlr 

at re<t .. la, llla.rru:aab, ""• e&nus, &UQ llob&t. A General 

wot<l4 ahurtly be apJK11nted & t the be&O or tlll'l C.-lui n, 

tuld w•• aai4 l.o bo u r r .I.•U..O: abo1.ot .. 1 15 . 

) 

-
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t•Ot:Tat to ort et 

Lhat COO Gora.n a1r a reOYe • 

aocordll~U t. WlOou!'lra ,.. T"ts, ~ho Ooriii&D vl 1•~•• a t 

ioabadon blld Gucla rad tl.Olr .l.DUntiot'l or Uttit up Ill &1rb6ae 

ln Caaa lAIICa . 

~) VlOO¥ - an4 OSI~Oi•~ M. do 8rinvn1 was 1a u1 a 

larc aumbnr ot Y166 t o ~·~• ot all c.t-.~rioa who wore 

aout to atr~tbaD t • ~tb colu.m 1A ' be Pr tootcrato. 

GeDU'al B:>~uea - 1.-r.l on&a~.~ o.ro tryin&; to roat.rlct the 

nuabor or Lboto &rrl• -la by a t r •••lnc tho &r .at r .. 1101 ar used 

1U10J1i th poplilat . o , and tbo barato.... act-• Hr ot t o Gol'\ 

a.oa:~~ t.b r;atlYe • YOi"al casoa bo.cl arlaon Yer p o lo ccmlnc:: 

11e1ns :ret •• 

ant.rr co t~ TronOh fr~toctorat• . Ibo •~•t a.J rity oz tho 

c;.,....... arr 1••1 by Al!I; J.ora - wbar .. ..l&rlan • ~ " a J., dair l 

AbrLU, was 1a o ·o4, or by UJ.S.. '"..ad an4 llocuoa • ro 

power•••• t o at .. tho tl.Cio. 

•> OorooAD sro~..,.. iioliiQQi ~ ... aatl• s: • a 1111 n a U7 

U. ~1!'1ac. r.t.Yar , teo 0~ ott1c1&l~ M4 ocret 

of \l4.a r.ot . ...!Z'lDI • reMnt lnt.OrYiuw, the Gier~.n 

1a rotoua.n coc1..r0<1 t o bla Trench c:ol oaauu, t. t.ho 

"e,.roaon tat1• •• ot t o oicll oo not be h 14 r • one1bl 

t w tbo apoot.naoua Ioo.l1f'lCa ot &oocl will nlton.oc t<~ tt.­
by tbo o.t.t.•• •p\LI.atioft . COIJ'Iil&ll otflcer bad • contact 

wltb ~ Gla ot llarraa. .a, ...., b.atl a )WU'CDt 7 r oo1•..S a 

cool rooo,.u-. 
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~) fbe 1rnt Mj r1t7 t o ulat1 n waa u ~ d•oe1n<l 

b)' t 1Jiton1 U- 1t11b &ll4 anU-Ce Ciaul.loo J>POP•II•nJ" 1u 

whicl, V1ob)' •aa 111 .aciJiil. go roer.t or t '"' peopl• ocu•t.1mteo1 

to r card • 

And (I ure it ar ently. 

troa Lond n woro •I• .li lt na<1 t wl tn ,rea\ at~t1 

H .. .,.r, by re lao1 oort•1~ r io~&.l• -, ita ... a, ar. 

abo.,. all, t~ to U.. • 1r1t llb1c .... 1.ad 1.D tho oaYJ, 

the Y1olll ., I'IIIMIIt M4 ~•• od ... C.ltiiab1AC 1a IIOl'Oooo 

a re&la ala1la.r to u.at r v.o u kJIO. mr d-.nat:r ti 

ot tau ill taYoz ot Orut llrihUI or or o._, ... l d o ul. 

w.tl YUt ly pr~b1te4. 

The population 111 not bonnr l:llde 1u uU-<lo1'1116 Co l1 

lD the v.r1 u Go• rng~ntt o tba i4••ntatrat1 a , dol 1t t • 

onanc•• ..,de a1noe Ute .And.ltiea, " h.ra• n.mber ottlct ·• 

r-1nod boaUJ.a t the pOUay or VicJ:aT, aD4 thia ho t1lity 

1r.oruaM •• the .. ara.n bul baa..,. 1tr01cor . 

nil IU\a •t a1A4 alcht Olle aay boCQW a fact I' C 

Prl8e laponu ... 

I) lA January lett, man Gu...n .nUo r aJ b.od CJ.rat da 

Ulau a p.oaruoo 1.D c ••• a~uoa, t he raaaU D or t~ P'J'euob 

popMJ&tl·a ••• ax~r•••ee by tba ottan r e peated wiah• 1r only 

t he .~a<~rio...n• " .. ·- &ad r1CI 1U or &Ilea poo lo• . fbe 

lata a t re~ta tr pa Kuroo .. ooatlr.cd the t ot t t•t th1 t••l1nl 

b&4 lMien at-411.7 pod,JIC. The p ••U.&• or ~ l<nlted tatu ... 
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ne very h 1 h ln C.h r tectr t • , 1n roagoot of Lb 

\; euap1o1 II • 1011 VJ.oJl¥ 

hAd -· ~ t orella 111 .:orta1n ll&r,ore v1 - 11-v11 til~ rlt1all. 

t uee t.lcn r th ~vy, tbe l'l'OGCll o t r.tt1u 1JI 

ll r ceo reo 1vo1d vtlrJ r Vllr bl:t tt•• wcaut1 ·~· uda by 

11. lionio.ll, Ceorutuy Gunora~ of c.ho r u etorat•, ot oloae 

oounolllil oolubor at1 u with th Unltecl Dt • t •• " .!c• w lei 

ruoult 1D a virtual •oo re1al 1nvaa1 n• ot t bv P r~ c.occ.orat 

b7 tho Unl t acl t atu, and • W.d tl•• bold tho li r ... n• 1n olloeli:. 

ln ordar t ro•11aa thia ldt'Ja - •~callant 111 1taolt - a 

lo la •• ot U.a • •• -rort.,;natolJ' nooo• rr. Oo:raan pone-

t r at1 n • a t~ pl c. ao rap141T, 

tara auoll t bat an ooon llie! ooaq'>e•t 

1 t .ro. tltnOI<I t tako a 

110r ceo by tho t'n1 t d 

tatol o d n t bo chinacl 1D t.I.Jwo. ln acld11:1 n, 1t wo ld bo 

aorol7 aocolerota th Oa o ao1auro of kor oco • /J r eady, to 

Go nllol 

t hat t~o v r7 ar••• ~er 1JI a ~llcy of «D4in£ sup liol 

to •~rooao . lu r &nt C1ro~t.ancaa od ln vle r t a davolop-

~ ~•at, \u. auppl J' oc petr ol , tor ina \anc ran tb rl K o! 

pr v1d1AC r-.1 t w u. -.u..draet o! \t... w·&w ... t t , tor the 

oo. wt.n aachaAJ.ao<l \1111~ tucb llic ht C· acrcu &;u•ir•, or ror 

\ boo Vichr tro- pa lrllia)t lli&t•' • ta.c.r .. cU ns trc:a c.ha Oor~:..U~a , 

.... o r eowaquor t.h oo oniea ,. J.cll F> l ranco wu ko•p~ 

ou ta1de tb• a,C.r• ot tbo lra1a\1oe . 

,.,..,. the t:nHecl t.at .. , o Y1 1t ..Lilh wGUl4 be at U: 

aue 
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a..e tt.e a d..on1tratl a dll la;r or 

atr~t- • uld ... , ~r• errectuall;r tho naeda t t • t. 

It • U•d M reaehe " th r ill,1ot .wO 'rOiit Jo:r, both b1 t 

F:r nob an b:r t o a£ u " " po ulat1ou or llor.oooo. 

'lM 41tt1oultiu w.l.tb 'Whioh Oor111an;r ww• • et.1Di in f.&;rpt 

&fl4 1a the Jlear at, ~~ht pr vide a rav r bla oooa1i ·n rcr 

a oh o. ao•e. 

Collaboratlcm &D iaportwt acale :era Lbe IUJh ranka 

of the 4dD1n1atrat1 n 

7) l'rc. tnc .u 1 t 

one COPJJM n0 • r .1 or the~ rr.noh .., u r c oco , 

or abYut 

l • of n ed, u.eae ~roopa uwl4 bot re1ntorc... b;r the c.,llinl: 

up or reaerY1 ts, o.n b;r M rocoan roraat~•n• . B w ••r, tho7 

had l ittle &IIWI.l ti~<D .... pr~•~·O. 4 no ~ern 

tank ,wu, ant.1.-..ircra! t IUDI, •o ..nlsed cr •• tul' rt) . 

t'M:r had oaq a'l>o t 1 ,.) ~ or ara..red oua. 

In earq April, tll r rencll wv.U t roea aut. :wd at 

C.o Ji.&Doa cooai ' 

W>d.ar the ooll.lo&ad or ~.tral II ' IWrco..rt, in b1a owu • rlla , •the 

lean anU-BriU b • the r:renob .AdoJ.raJ..a. • 

The air rc o 1 1 (IJ0-7JO) -.o~wa, '~ o. 1reat estant 

peralJied 
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My dear Mr . President : 

Ritz Hotel 
London, 

Liay 15, 1941. 

While the British press i .n its first wave of r eaction 
treated the draoatic a rrival of Herr ness in ~cotlund as 
an event in effect, worth more t nan a military victory 1n 
tho field , my experience in observing !Jazi Ger~....ny's subtle 
machinations from several now German-occupied ~uropean 
capitols, led me t o keep an open mind as t v the real signifi­
cance of this event. 

Accordingly, I fe!t that while Herr Hess mi ght conceivably 
be a r efU6ee from Nazi Party conflict , as a r esult of oppo­
sition to closer collaboration with Russia, t he possibility 
should not be overlooked that his sudden arrivul here mi ght 
be a subtle card pJ.ayed by Herr llit.Ler on tne ont; h....nci , to 
inspire coni'us J.on in .i:Jlg.J.and and doubt o.iS well us confusion 
i n Turltey , Spai n and France , and on the ot her hand , as .. spur 
t o the isolationi sts in the Uni ted ot o.it es . 

In a desire to ascertain t he r eaction of sooeone in whose 
Judgment of Nazi centulity I had cor~idence, I c onsulted 
Lieutenant Joseph s. ~ipski, f ormer Poli sh • .ob~ssodor to Germany, 
a.nd now Aide-de-Camp, in c~pacity of pol i ticul unviser , to 
General Sikorski , 

Emphasizing t hat in effect his views were in accord with 
mine, us above set f orth, be pointed out t hat t he alleged 
discovery of l etters in Germany uf tllr the dep...rtur c. of Herr Hess 
was characteristic of Nazi techni<tue . This "discovery" had 
afforded Berlin radio pretext t o play up t he alleged disclosure 
of t he letters - that t he purpose of Herr Hess ' daring voyage 
had been to discuss peace . This was all part of the gane to 
inspire confusion und doubt here and abrocd. 

Lipski then suid t liat i n w~<tch1118 curefully for further 
traces 

The President 
Tho Jhite House 

Washington, D. C. 
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traces of llazi technique, ho hlld f ound tlu. t while the 1'1rst Geru:an co:nmuniquo had implied tht.t llerr Hess 1·1as ment t.llY deranged, the subsequent communique had significantly ceused to str ess this pOint. Sti ll l &ter com::luniques =rk..:d him dorm i n offoct as on ideali st . 
l.loreover, further uor d coming out of Geroony had given the impression thut ubout tho only serious corupl uint uguinst Herr Hess was his disobedience of Herr rlitler ' s rule agui nst his offic ials • traveling by air . 
Wy informant moreover pointed out the significant ubsence of news as to result ant purge of any importance . 1~ informant felt moreover that i n conceivi ng t hi s dr amatic move, Herr Hitler had been motiv~>ted m..inly by dread of 1.mericli 1 s possi ble entry into the wur. Hence, he had timed it in advunce of Presi dent noosevelt •s anaited speech. J.loreovor', Hit l e r ' s timing had perhaps f rom the stanopoint of i ts potential effect on British public opinion, even had regbrd for hi~ herulded meeti ng 1vith St alin. 

In view of the for egoing, among other points , my informant was unhappy over the scope and tone of publicity pl&y-up 7ihich the &ritish press had devoted t o the event . It hbd lacked organized thought~ - in fact 1 it had merely played into Herr Hitler ' s hands. lie felt t tu.t lolr . Churchill 'A'Ould do well t o put an and to this press play- up, ana at the ear liest moment ~ke some stutemont which 1~ould serve once and f or all , t o clear any doubts and confusion which might have arisen both here ~nd abr oad as a result of the i ncident . On the other hand, if subtly handled, llerr Hess • presence here coulu be made to serve mos t usefully . 

Lipski then revealed th&t General Sikorski had requested him to render a fUll report of hi s observati ons for Kr . Churchill . 
Wi th warmest regar ds , I am 

Faithfully y~. 

~~ 
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Ritz Hotel , 
llay 17, 1941. 

London. 

MY dear Ur . President : 

For your informa t ion, I am attaching hereto a 
confidential memorandum setting forth certain 
information from Allied Government sources , bearillj,; 
directly and indirectly upon Russia' s position - and 
my personal observations thereon. 

In t hat this in£ormation comes t o me from officials 
of Allied Government circles who have long been s t udents 
of Russia •s position and of affairs bearin6 ther eon , and 
who have t heir own secr et channels of intel.Lit;ence 
reporting, I feel that their disclosures m10ht conceivably 
prove helpful in rounding out the picture in tho making . 

\'lith warmest r egards , and every 1100d w1.sh, I am 

~·uithfully yoursQ : ...t_1LA. ry 

.--j tfl-1 J-~ 

The President 
The White House , 

Washington , D.C. 

j 
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REGRADED 
UNCLAb~IFJED 

MtJ.lORAPD!J1,! 

Government 

liay 7, 1941 

y and ind rectly 

r'l'AIQi'iRf EI8JPPIB&f!!Ab 

move . 

Infor~tion froo Czeck sources &nd observ~tions rogardin8 : 
1) Moscow ' s position in light of St alin ' s internal-Political 

2) Inforwation froo Polish sources and observations 

(a) on report s in Turkey 1 as of las t /1Utttrnn 1 indicat1J18 
Berlin pressure on ~oscow for colkaboration in 

further Middle Eastern adventures; 

(b) regardi ng repercussions in Teheran; 

(c) concer ning still unconfirmed reports of early 

attempt by btockholm to bring Helsinki into a 

"Friendship and Guar .. nty" Pact . 

3) Concerning concentration of about 3' divisions of 
German t r oops in Tro~soe-~irkeness Area of Norway. 

1) - Czechoslovak Minister for Forei gn Aff airs , Dr . 
Hubert Ripka , today inforn:ed ce that his Govern.c:ent had 
received informat ion 

(a) t hat in April, German t echnicians had been sent 
into Ger man- occupied Polund and into Rumania with orders 

to 
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to complete t he perfection of communications by May 15; 

(b) t hat t here had ar isen a d ifference or opinion 

i n military and inner political circles in Russia as to t he 

mer its of Russia ' s collabor ation wi th Ger many . 

He t hen pointed out t hat t her e 1vere now 1 l a rge con­

centrations of Ger man troops in Poland, Rumania and Bulgaria . 

Taking t hese, among other indications i nto consideration, 

and having an understanding of the Russian mentality , he was 

i nclined to interpret Stalin ' s r ecent a ssumpt ion of Of f ice or 

Chairman or the Council of the Peopl e ' s Commissars, as a move 

to gain a tighter grip on inter nal affairs - pr eparatory to 

meet i .og a near by crisis - whether he decided to trade or fight 

it out wi t h Germany. 

Be t hought moreover, that Hit ler would consider it 

necessary to bring Moscow to an early def inite understanding 

in or der, among other rea sons, 

(a) to assure access to fuel and gr a i n sources 

essential to conduct of a prolonged war; and 

(b) to mi nimize the r isk of a t wo-front conflict 

in event of an attempted Ger man invasi on of England . 

2) Of pertinent bear ing , Polish Undersecretary of St ate 

for Foreign Affairs, Arciszewski, revealed 

(a) t hat as far back us late Aut umn, l940 , when he 

was in Turkey , ther e wa s consider able talk that Germany was 

urging 
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urging Russia to collaborate in a thrust to tho Middle Bast , 

scheduled to commence Ully 15th; 

(b) Today a cable from the Polish Yinist er in 

Teheran indicated tnat an atmosphere of panic prevailed there . 

It •~s felt by the people that with r urther trouble in Ir~q , 

and in event the IN•qian f orces gained~ upper hand , 

Russians would seize the northern ~r,1ea of Iran. 

the 

Minis t er /lrc1sze,.slt1 wont on to say t hat_, taking these and 

other items or information into consider at i on, both he and 

Polish Foreign »inister zaleski , were i nclined to believe 

that Gerzany •s play vis-a-vis Russia , envisaged forcing her 

into a more than hitherto positive form of collaboration, in 

termsJboth of assured German access to Russian fuel and gr ain 

supplies, and of further joint adventures in tho direction 

of India; 

(c) Of connected bearing , Yinister Arciszewski then 

said that his Government'S still unconfirmed reports from 

Helsinki and stockholm indica ted 1/ that Swedish Foreign Hinister 

Gunt her , was due to arrive in Hc.l.sinki tomorrow (!Juy 8) ••ith 

a vlow t o inviting Helsinki into a 11Friendshi p and Guaranty" 

Pact ; 2/ that Stockholm' s move in this r egard had been encouraged , 

if not inspi.red , by lrloscow; 3/ t hat Finll.nd had recently come 

distinctly under Gercan influence; and 4/ that this condition, 

together with a growing spirit of revenge against Russia , left 

little 
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little grouna for hope t ha t helsinki woula accept ">toclcllol.a' s 

offer . 

3) - or further connected bearing , t he llorwe~oian Foreie:n 

Minister, Lie , disclosed that a Norwegi an observer , recently 

arrived here from Finland , after journeying through that 

country !'rom Tromsoo , r eported the following ; (I i .mmedia tely 

transmitted this information to Gener al Lea, Mili t a ry Attache 

at the American ~bassy to the Court or St . JuLes . ) 

(a) Concentration of about 60, 000 (yollnb) Geraan 

troops, or t hree divisions with full equipment in the Tromsoe­

Kirkeness area; 

(b) The presence of a number of tr .. nsport ships off 

the co&st of t hat area; 

(c) His belief that t hese troops had been shi pped 

there by boat from southern Norway; 

(d) The purchase of several hundrea p~irs of skiis 

in Finland, ror use or t nese troops . (Be ~d seen a lurge 

ship~ent of them in trQnsit) . 

Commenting on tno foregoing, .U.nister Lie s .. i a that in 

attewpting to interpret t he purpose of this move , he and his 

.. ssociates felt tn~<t while on the one hand, it misht envisage 

a thrust in any one of tho follo11ing directions: Iceland, or 

Spitsbergen (including tho i slands of Jan lolayen end Bner ) , or 

Greenland, on tho other hono, it might be aimed as u move to 

brilld 
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br i ng pressure on Sweden and Finla:.nd dir ectly, a:.nd on Russia 

indirectly. llith reference t o ~:>pitsbergen, the Llinister 

pointed out that an airbase there could, among other purposes , 

be made to serve as a link in air traffic between Germany 

and Japan , in event t hat traffic acr oss Russia were interrupted . 

In this connection, I am personally inclined to feel t hat 

this troop concentration envisages serving u two- fold purpose 

by s tages : in t he 1"irst, or present stage , pressure direct ly 

on Sweden and Finland - and indirectly on Russia; in t he second 

stage, a pivotal spring- board for northern or westward action. 

The foregoing, among other informat ion , does not to my 

mind, necessarily indi cate i mmed i ate German action vis- a-vis 

Russia; ra ther , it sugges t s a char act eristi c German play for 

pressuring JlOSition (bear i ng in mind, however , tha t the plan 

undoubt edly envi sages a position suff iciently strong to aff ord 

effective action , i f pressure failed to attain desired r esults) . 

At the same time , r eports from many infor med sources 

indicat e to my mind, that Russ i a is neither re&dy nor willing 

to become envolved i n military action at this time, and tlwt 

Mr . Stalin would go far to appease Herr Hitler . Whether , however , 

appeasement might t ake the oft suggested f orm either (a) of 

per mit ting German r a ilway brigades and "technicians" to take 

over supervision of t r ansportation as we l l as fuel and grai n 

resources i n the Ukraine, HS a means of guar anteer ing German 

access theret o ; or (b) collabor ation i n further eastward-bound 

adventures; or bot h , r emains to be seen . 

Several 
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Several points which from Herr Ritlar •s standpoint seem 

to be taking on mora def inite color ar e (a) his ef fort t o 

pr epare the basis f or a war of l onger dur a tion; ana (b) t hat 

he may be expected to exploit Russia ' s apparent weakness t o 

t he maxi mum deg r ee . 

Among ot her r eports ~hich contribut e t o my reactions 

on thi 5 scor e are the foll owing : 

(a) St a lin• s r ecent closi ng do;m of the Nor wegian and 

Yugosl av Mi s s i ons i n Moscow. In t l\i s connection , Norwegian 

offi cial circles here at tribute thi s directly to German pressure; 

(b) The r e t ention i n office of Molotov who has been so 

closel y associa t ed with tht policy of collabor a tion with Germany; 

(c ) Poli sh Abbey Kac~ynski • s statement to rue concerni1~ 

the observ~tions of h i s br other, one of ~arsaw 1 s foremost 

electrical engi neers , after h i s esca pe from Russ i a wher e he 

had been hel d pr isoner : After his brother was taken captive 

dur ing the "a r i n Poland, he was placed in a pr ison camp . One 

day when the Rus sian aut horities discovered he was an expert 

on electric power plants , t hey t ook him out of the camp, and 

pl aced him in charge of a lar ge public uti l ity plant in one of 

the l a r ger centers near the frontier . A man of military ex­

perience , as well , he had the opportunity to observe t he character 

and condition of Russ i an mi l itary forces, not only in Rus s i an­

occupied Poland but also behind this area . He sa i d t hat while 

what he saw in the Poli sh area was i mpressive , it mi ght be 

marked down as a "show windolf" - for the troops behind t his ar ea 

might best be descr ibed as "sloppy" , and poor ly equipped . He was 

convinced t hat Russ i a was not r eady t o deal •~th a characteristi c 
Qer man Blitz attack . 
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14&7 20 , J.94lo 

Tn~LA ~o~ ev~r eo ~uch for y~ur lot tor · .. h it;h , ~"" wo .. t 1 nt.erea t 1np,. Pl.oace en i ~ oft en . 

J,..., : ( ,.,. 1: ... y .IOo , I t'ftTC be.C:. t o t c 'ke 1t o•. y r or t.ht= l12st oou;.~le of .... c-ol:a b~t I ~ t eclln 7~r~ ~ue~ be~ter uOW and ~ at~rt1~ i n ~-iin • 1 th k regular eohedul e. 
I 4ea r •ueh n1oe thl ogc aoout both you and 'foa;r a nd l t h oorteinl7 a ewfort. t o kncn.~ t hat 70u il.r& bo t h t her e . Do t ake c ... r e ot your selves e lld ln'ito l'le ege ln • oon • 

.tU'ecti onat el:r, 

~ra. A. 1. Drexel ~lddle, '!'he RUa Botel , 
Loudon, Znsl&Dd . 

!tctl/d j 



MI~8Y : 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
W.UHINOTOH 

May 19, 1941 

To ) repare a nice l e tter to 

Margaret from me . 

~ . D . R . 
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I • 
Cow ot Air llru-ohiU Sir Chnrl c o l'crtiU' s 

l &at nordc to Bomber co~Lnd urea lcevi~{ 

nnd t lll<1n:r ts.reweU ot t ho otrtou·a. 

11' you oan keep yourself f r olll ;o i ng ornck.ors 
At a ll the th1nj& t bat you' r e ndTieod to ~~ : 
lfhen Jlitlor sonde h is horrid air at t aokol'O 
With squi bs and boabs to try and frighten you; 
I c you oan he!U· that hellish llanohee NnrnillJ' 
Without tha oin<1n; i'oel1n~ 1n your broest ; 
I t you onn sleep i n du~outs t ill the oo~ninj 
And never feel you ought to have more rest ; 
If you oen l aUJh at every blackout otumble 
!lor m\U'VIur tthen you c:unnot lind c. pub ; 
Il you one e at your ration and no t ;rumble 
About ~he wl eked pri ce you pay f or bl"Ub ; 
I t you oc.n kee p d.epr eoa i on dorm to ~o1·o 
t~d vier. it c.l l as j~at a bit o! tun; 
thou , Si r , yo 1 ' ll be a bloody hare , 
And what 1e oore , you.' ll be the Ollly one \ 
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My dear Mr. President: 

Ritz Hotel, 
London, 

May 29, 1941 . 

I had the pleasure of an hours• audi ence with King George 

yesterday, My visit took place j ust after he had heard a 

full recording of your historic and magnificent address. He 

was discernibly moved and described your speech as a momentous , 

powerful, and stiring utterance, which he and h i s people 

greeted as a welcome encouragement at this critical period 

of the war . 

The rest of our conversat ion might be characterized as 

a "Tour d•horizon", and I noted with interest his clear grasp 

of current developments as well a s his r ealistic outlook in 

relation to those in the making . 

Please accept Margaret 's and my most sincere conBratulations 

on your truly magnificent message . We were deeply moved and 

genuinely thrill ed by this further mark of your courageous 

intelligence and grand l eadership. 

With warmest regards and every good wish, I am 

Faithfu.lly yours ,~ ,y 

-!~ 
The President 

The White House, 

Washi ngton, D. C. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTO N 

II&MORANDUM roll 

!HE SICRE1'ARY or S!Aft 

I Ulink th••• letten 

troa 81ddle will 1nter eat f OU. 

Plea•• let •• baYe them baok 

tor 117 tu ... 

r. D. a. 
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