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MY dear Mr. President: 

Ritz Hotel 
London 

May 26, 1941. 

During the course of the past 1nonth, I have had 
several interesting conversations with Cardinal Hinsley 
and with Archbishop Willie~ Godfrey, the Apostolic Delegate. 

For your information, I a111 attaching hereto a memorandum 
covering in effect the high points of these discussions. 

With warmest regards , I am 

Faithfully yours n : .. I ~- cy 
-!'tfW.tl~ 

The President 

The lfhite House, 

Washington, D. C. 



1.11 t.bo C:>Ul'M Ci Jq &V\'OZ • M t. C nrut.l. W1th 

.... r Llwi.4 iUA& .. , Li.i J.J:'c:h1b>.fiiiQp u J..ioe Gu.ltr 7 , uw poat.ol1e 

0 1 1Y• - uGO~- O!U~ 0 lld.l.ud lD ~ .... OIXI ' a .. clelroili to tlO 
Co .. .l.o;;ce or c:..rd 1u;i c;a Doc•:rbcl7 ... .0.::9, c ;.r .. UD<l 

1 il • iU¥1 Yilli.i.C rlnC1,uou wLlob ~·~ be 0 :'L 1ll 11.1 ' ' .a.n 
Oc.AL • latiQ;j; _.II t loa\ aw aUa& ""· 

f'urUW.r o.J w--v .. u .UG rq th4 C..:l"dl ~ t.IUJ potto.l1c 

\ ) r~;.•r ilni1 UOtl• 6r~t1i'J. 
1 "'"' 

a .. ,.. <Jrl> ~;1 ~ .... ""' '· .. ... vt.- -.o.- tl • a raa:.ecl 1n ;.n ..., ttcr 

~wU-I.....:IIIQ -c:•~ l , li:K;)' 1a \hit " L 0 "'~ .. . ·-4>1lvc1 
y r~t l'•-41~ .. ~ l ora or v41 u:t f -tl..o .... .. -<ollil . 

(B) r ... , o..rn .. at-y 1 wd CiJI.it'uOV t:r, t ... t .. alld r x r li 

lli>Y a COiliLL'"CtiV r;4 t .. r-ru ct4!lc t l Cl> . 

{C) Judi:.a.. Dy &bJ ro:> u~W which they l t.bU t r 

, ~ o • 6:r~t41r on-t tr..w til41.r .c.- U• La 

1n 

1 I 



11:1 tl 1111.1 c. to. 

1!1 tl 1r 1 • 
Popa• .. .Lvo-

N!CtiZOC..lJ' Wl'.LU 

n tl IIUbJUCt tht. 

rwtoreoc to 1t 1n 

reover , tb4 C&rcl1 

c&UlW.1c Cl ~17, 

ra1 l.ha :w tbG UD1 t 

• t tht,; oyo-t~u •tl 

bo<.rl.lli; u.. 
1nt • ~ ct, ~ U7 

II t.bu:1 c.1c l•t 
Cii:NlDal • ia, Ullt 

r.c •• t ., .. t o t.bll C~ar ., bE:rv. 

• a Ul .. r ou . n..;lil:l t. t 

eot.1ne tlla l u1tucl .. t tva .... 1011 it 

• CI"!Wch1ll re T •• tl.r.., t a 

!.J.1c:a, n 

po..'"t.o " ~ ,. t. ,J iJltH Ot.t Uw .C "U .._, :l""l4owril I Rcl-.o C..tt.o.u .... ....., - .- unc.er C.... UoJ.7 1 
1a £"1'0 • :»0. '000 

TO'tlll 1a cut1ro wor - ~.ooo,oou Orthoelox t:;.thOUca - Yl.l aet .a U.u7 Ciee& 'l'oLal 1D .wt1ru warld - lfi4 , 000, uu TuWl. m=ber td f'rvka~a 1a t1r - ... ,.. , J 1 rot&J. a•wt n· o£ CopUc ~1 t.Una 1ll t.U. wao lll - l u, , Toul _ .,. r Cl.JohUana 11:1 0At1l"11 wur.UI - ;oc , ,wJ To'-l. =wbr .r --Gbrl 1 a 1ll tire rlC - 1 , , 01 1 

1 

t • 



.t wt.1 cb • ..1 , .. 

t 

I 

JA ~.a. .. -.~ u.,uo tJ.<l .. ,. .. l lliJCU C ~w.:.p••• ... t rc.ru. lJJ 

U; ? , • • •n ..... w..c.- Po1.Qta•. 

<~> .1 ... A!)Oatolic Dole ~ .. dJ.H4 Ida C> 1A1 n t ..,, 

~lOCh ... vtt-t 1W :...l4 i O Yvry w~lt :1'\;rtla:r Ul jl 1·\t; t t.:e 

lrhb -t. H:r U.OUJ .uo;lo-

t :u.oct. I t 

ror...W. 

••t1~n3• , • ~~••-4u-cr1b~, 

t o t. .... lrl...; O<lll~ .~.1ty. 

(I) Tl.4 :w"t.ouc .. loq;&te 

c r.l - '"-C'- r .... -r,w Jtud 

lrt J ecc1••~-·~ ~ au 18116 0 

awu~tr c. '""" lor.U.l.h .,..o.lc 

lt -1ut -Uan.ciid l.ll1 C:: \0 

i.tl~tr .Gd h~a wa .. t (I 

C:.l:t. t.-t tl.A nt .. ..i \.;1 or 
0 ol<.l t. •• 1 .. 5 ,. 

~ ..... • u .. ., ..,.~ ~ u ... 

t .. ct. b.. 1.0 belt c . , t. t ~r~~torict1c • 1• l 

r• , t.l.e ..00081" ).~ r .. om t.:ot 11 t. .LJl c.oe ~1.14• • "'·" lri 

... 

t. la 

tt..> 

tl!e 

•cO.<•~l....ats , tcx~t ~U.. t -r• o.l 'I'...:Nt u.:>t 1! IIi .. 1.1•• '" • "' 

OhJYJI \ly all ~1104 h•~l\. 1 , 1'1'-'toOd U4 l.o:r'u:lt Jl:oit .. .UJ, 11. W 10 ' 

(W.4~at.l At. Llt."'-8 1 b• N l ol 1 ••a \:.0(.-rtwu.t .. ~ UtUu uu l• 

t.oo.l b)' t.U9 r zot. t " w.rld. 



--
.:une C, 19<11 

To repd 1•nd return ror my 

F' . :> . R. 

-.ncloeur es 



p y /~ I 11/D 
l C LID t , c rl 01 a rdn c . 

:Olr'<'o lo des Att 1reo 
Ext.rleare lls EooJ>ODique 

• • Jlo 118 • 

IJblte 11 MU 

Lo~4rco , lo !G NDl , 1941 , 

11Dnl1our l ' Al!lb.,ICi odou. , 

Con:torM e nt .. 
do C Ut;UE , c fd G a :rranp 11 t.nre11, J ' t l 'bom~eur 

do por1.ot a ll\ uohnalel&lloe 4o vo~re .xoellcr;co l e 

c;oVYeruemon~ . 

Jc prle Yolro 

' acrrer lee aeour •• 4e 

lion l:JIGollcnoe 

oellenoe de Yovlo1 blen 

1 .. "'• oo.-Utir, u .c. 

• Plncn 

o~~1eur ~ •• Jrexol ~1Gdle , 
booeadeur l• • ~t.ete Unle 4' Aner1qu , 

T.on4rN . 

• 1. 

I 



My dear Mr . President: 

Rit~ Hotel , 
London, 

llay 27, 1941. 

I have the honor t o supplement my letter s of 14ay 12, and Kay 15, respectively, concerning the position of •Free France• , and to refer to correspondence forwar ded to t he Depar tment by the American Embassy t o the Court of St . J ames , on t his same subject - :Qarticularly a memorandum under date line of Brazzaville, Kay 17, 1941. 
Yesterday, u. Rene Pleven, Director of Foreign and Economic Affairs of Free France, and Secr etary Gener al of the Council of t he French Empire , handed me another memorandum dated Kay 26, 1941 (similar in substance to the aforementioned memorandum of May 17, 1941) , with the request t hat I transmit it to you. Accordingly, I am forwardi ng hereto attached, a copy of the letter and enclosed memorandum, as well as a translation thereof. 

In handing me t his memorandum, and by way of furt her cl arifi cation, K. Pleven said he felt t hat any possible American action vis-a-vis French possessions, either in the Western Atlant i c or elsewhere, would i mmediately give rise to the question or the replacement of local French Ad!lli .nistra­tion, currently in control , of any given possession envolved . Moreover, he felt that , for tactical , among other r easons , any change in local administrution should envisage a r eplace­ment by other French nationals of already proven l oya l ty to the Allied cause . In this connection, 14 . Pleven earnes t l y hoped that the United States Goverru:ent might f avorably consider the establishment of a pr ovisi onal •Free French" Administration. 

In expressing this hope, he pointed out tha t•Free France" had a sufficient number of capable and loyal men of 
administrative 

The President 
The White House , 

Washington, D. C. 

\ 
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administrative experience to conduct the task. Moreover , 
be emphasized, what he had stated on previous occasions : that 
tho policy of•Free France" regarding any territory under its 
control, envisaged the adrn!nistrat1on of those territories 1n 
the capacity of a trustee for the property of French people, 
until such time as the French peopl e might be in position to 
express their own desires in the matter . 

In conclusion, M. Pleven underlined his belief that the 
replacement of the local administr~tion of any French possessi on 
by a provisional Free French Administration, would go far 
towards deprivi ng Admiral Darlan of a pretext to play up 
•Yankee grabbing• amongst the peoples either 1n France or in 
South Alllerica, 

With every good wish, I am 

Faithfully yours~ • 

-r ~ / tUHc. C)-
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\ DErARTNEHT OF 5TAT11 

T HE SECRETARY 

June 12, 1941 . 

IUliiORAh'DUK FOR THE PRE.SI DENT 

Thank you vory much . 



MY dear ~. President : 

Ritz Hotel, 
London, 

Vay b , liJ4l . 

For your information, I uru forwarding he.:-eto «ttc~.ched 
a me::~orandum cover ins the !lorwegian ,,do1r ... l ' s ro=murks 
concerning the Norwegian Co!lll..ercial r'leut ' s genor~<l 
requirements , in t ho thousht thut tho contents thereof 
might serve to r ounll out tr.e ;Jicture ~n the r.;..,;ing . 

•Vith every good wi sh, I um 

Faithfully yours , 

~ ~'Y' Ol'j 

The President 

The •'lhi te House, 

"i'ash1n,ston, D. C. 



LIZI.!O!WID IJM, 

QQJW~3US?I1.L. 7th IJay. 1941 . 

I have just talked With tho norwegian Admiral 
oommo.nding tho llor"1eg1o.n !laval Porooo , Ho v1ae very proud 
thnt Norway had been oapo.blo of placing at tho disposal 
of her ~lly , Grea t Britain, about three and a quarter 

million tons , gross register ( or ab out five and a half 
million tono , dead weight l of shipping- and that oome 
30, 000 l!or.-1cgiane were now engaged in operating this Pleot, 

It was , moreover , a source of real satisfaction t o him that 
Ilorwegian !laval off icers and sailors were operating naval 
tonnage in the theatre of naval operations . 

He wont on to say that he sine eroly hoped tho 
Government and the people of tho United States underotood 

that tho Norwegian l!aval Autbor1tioo and tho officials of 

tho Norwegian Commercial Floet had boon doing their utmost 

to adhere stric t ly to o. policy of conducting their affaire 
with the minimum degree of embarrassment or trouble to t he 

U\11 tod S ta toe , 

The Admiral then stated that last llovomber tho 

Norwegian Government had ordered forty 37 mm guns for their 
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merchant ships , but that thus f ar none had boon delivered, 

!!!hose he oaid wore urgently needed , especially in vic" of 

ueually inadequate prot ection for convoys , Besides , the 

very prosenae of thos e guns would inspire tho crowo with 

greater oonfidenco . Ho added w1 th emphasis tmt the 

intensification of submarino warfare now made it urgently 

noo essary that Ilorwogian tonnage acquire a number of 20 llJII 

Oelikon cannon and hal f - inch Colt s in addition to tho 

aforementioned unfulfilled requirements of l as t n ovember , 

The exact number of required Oelikons and Colts was lcnown 

to tho Ilorwegian l.ogation in ,/ashingtan. Be regr etted , 

however , that tho Lega t ion thus fal' had not been able to 

ascertain even an a pproximate da te of delivery on any of 

those arms . While he understood tho diff iculties confront­

ing the United States in ito generous efforts to supply 

Bri tish and allied roquirorncnts , he earnestly hoped the 

American Aut hor i tics oonool'ned might approcia t e t he urgency 

of the llcrwogian need of guns, and that they might see their 

way clear to aooolerato doliverios , 
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My dear Llr , President : 

40 Berkeley ~quare , 
London 

June 16, 1941. 

I beg to draw your a ttention to the attac~ed 

memorandum cover ing observations of General ~1korsk1 

and several other allied governmental officials, 

regarding General ;'leygand' s pos 1 tion , 

\'lith warmest regards , I am 

Yours faithfully, 

r 11'4<..' ~ cr-

The !'resident 

The ','/hlte House , 

Washington, D. C. 
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June 16, 1941. 

!.ll.:!.l OR A IIDU!~ 

In 151ooussion with General ~ikorski and several 

other usually well- i nform•d Allied goverru,ental officials 

this morning, they made the following observa tions regarding 

General \'leygand 1 s pool tion . 

Recent reports had 1.ndicated that during General 

lleygand 's visit to Vichy, be bad changed bh :ni nd oeveral 

times in regard to Admiral Uarlan's proposal that Prance 

permit Germany the use of her colonial as well as metro-

politan ports and airfields, as bases against the British . 

1'/hile the Gonoral had finally l'Ofuoed to acqu10soo 1n full , 

he had compromised to the extent of one port . Thia , my 

informants felt, v.·as probably Tunie . They Wlderstood moreover , 

that while the port of Tunis bad served Axis shippi ng to 

tho extent of supplying fuel and water , there had been as yet , 

no proof of debarkation of t r oops having taken place there . 

one of my informant~ took me aside and remarked that he 

had received a report which indica t ed that instructions had 

been sent to J,!r . Rober t i.!urphy to bring about a ohow-do'm 

with General Weygand, and that the Ueneral 1 :t s udden dope.rture 

tor T1mbuet oo had given rise to suspicion here that the 

General had gotten wind of Mr . ~urphy 1 s intention , and had 

cleared out i n order to a vo1d the issue . This report bad, 

moreover , led of ficial c1rcloo here to feel that the 

General 
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Oonoral wao • wobbling" in b1e dulingo with Allied and 
A:er1can representatives , Just o.a ho wMs 11WObbl1ng" in hie 
dealings with Vich:y. 

General ~1korok1 eubaequently told mo in etr1cteet 
contidonoe that While ~. Churchill would l i ke to holp 
General \'lo:ygand, bo COW\d it d1Crlcul t to place conCldonco 
in hi m, Ho Col t bowo ver , that 1C tho llonoral ebowod any 
oigne or graoo , tho oood must be watered. - but botoro pouring 
on tho water , somo rtrm as surance• mu•t bo had ot the General . 
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Ny dear Ur , froeldent : 

40 Berkeley ~quare 
Lonc1on 

Juno 17, 1941 

Por your information I am attaching hereto a 
confidential memorandum covering certa1n lntoraatlon 
bearing on 14oroeco IUid Chad, Just dholosed to me 
by an off1o1al or the :<'r eo "r ench i-1orcea here . 

~lth war: eat regards , I am 

Pa1thtully yours , 

-!lfl.L4(~ 

The Prooldent 

The nhite House, 

•aah1ngton, O.C. 

. "r 



Infor~tion diaelo•od by off1c1ala 
of tho i"ree l''ronoh Force a horo . 
boarlnv, on Worooco and Chad . 

June 17, 1941 

An offieial of the ~ree ~~ench Poreos here baa jus t 

diaclosed to me (a) that reports currentl1 received froa 

secret sources indi cate thoro are now approximately 2000 

Gorman agents ln ~oroceo, (b) tha t a near futuro attack ia 
expected to be launched v11- a- v1• Chad. 

In appra1a1ng all information at hand, r eeaived through 

confidential channels , both from Vichy and Brazzaville, the 

authorities ot .r·ree France , are l ed to look for any near-

futuro move against the 1aportantly strategic Chad area, to 

take the form mainly of a German aerial attack on tho 
aerodromes there . 

In d1•eloa1ng the latter it•= ot information, ay 

i nformant •aid that General Larminat , Co~~ding Utticer 
of the F'ree ~~oneh F'orc u at i>razzav1llo, had already 

eocmunieated t r ia to~. Wallon, American Conoul at 

Loopol dvills, and tha t the J oneral had at the s ame ti~o 

handed l.lr . llallon a Hot of equipment requirements easentio.l 

to effective dotenoe of thaoe Chad aorcdro~ea , in the earnoat 

hope of obtaining tbb equipment in the United :>tetoa 

My informant wen t on to say that since tho aforementioned 
interview had taken place, additional repor ts had been 

reooived whleh had further i ncreased the apprebena i on of 

the Free Frsnoh authori ties . Chad , he aaid , waa or utmoot 

s trategic 
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atrategio importance to the maintenance ot vital aerial 
arteries between Takarad1 and ~gypt . Therefore, the detenae 
of the aerodromes in the Chad area wua jl matter or w-gent 
concern . l t waa due to tn1s urgency that he and hia 
aooociatea earnestly hoped that our Gov ernment might ••• 
ita way clear to give immediate and favorable conaideration 
to General de L~nat'a requaat tor equipment - particularly 
aa ragarda anti - aircraft guna . 
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TH E WHITE HOUSE 

W UHINOTOH 

J~me 19, 1941. 

Nl:. ~Oi\Alo.DUK f OR 

!lUi: OliD~ SECRLTAAY Ot STATE 

Frankly, I th1nk it probabl7 

vould be dittioul t t or • • t o 111 

Mr . Ple•ea . 

F . D. R. 

Letter t o the Prea1dent from 
Ambassador Biddle 1n re Mr. Rene 
Pleven , D1rec t or of Fore1gn and 
Eoonom1c Affai r e or Free Franoe, who 
1e expected to come t o Washlng ton to 
confer w 1 th Lor d Hell fax. 
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§TRieitt CUiJillOEld ij..L 

My dear Mr . President: 

40 Berkoley Square , 
London, 

June 9 ,1941. 

Per suant to cabled instructions fro~ the Dep~rtment , 

e visa was granted Mr . Rene Pleven, Director of Foreign and 
Economic Affairs of Free France, and tiecretery Gcner~l of 
the Council of t he French Empiro , ( previous to Fr~nce•s 
collapse, he was a member of the Joint Anglo-French Purchasing 
Commission) . By now, accord1n~ to his schedule, he should 
have reached Canada with e view to going immediately to 

Washington to confer preliminarily with Lord Halifax. 
Before his depertur~, U. Pleven t old me t nat , if granted 

the opportunity to clarify Free France ' s position during his 
stay i.n Washing ton, he would empoosize the following points : 

(a) That Free French policy was non-partisan and envisaged : 

l ) The Free French movement as a magnet to attract 
all Fr ench factions; 

2) Revival of the French fighting spirit; 

3) Bringing back the French Empire into the wur; 

4) Consolidating the French in Africa; 

5) Forcing General IVeygand ' s hand, with the hope of 
inspiring him to positive action on the side of the 
Allies . 

The President As 
The White House 

f 
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As I have already pointed out in previous let ters and 
attached oemoranda (~y 12,15,and 27) , I have known W. Pleven 
since autumn 19391 when I came to Fr ance at the close of the 
Polish-German conf l ict . I regard him as a thoroughly 
representative French patriot - since~jhonest , intelli gent , 
and a man possessing the courage of his conviction. I believe 
that a discussion with him would prove interesting t o you. 

With warmest r egards and al l good wishes, I am 
Yours faithfully, 

_,.6"1Uf~. <}-
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DEPARTMENT 0' 8TATE 
WA8HINOTON 

June 30. 19-ll 

My dear l.!r. President: 

I am returning herewith the letter to you 

from Ambassador Biddle, dated June 9 , 1941, con­

cerning the visit to the United States of ~. Rene 

Plevin , Director of Foreign and Economic Affaire of 

Free France, together with a suggested repl y for 

your s i gnature, if yo 

Enclosure: 
Letter from the 
Honorable Anthony 
Drexel Biddle, Jr ., 
of June 9 , 1941 . 

The President, 

The White House . 
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l n ~o~cy1 o conv~r• .. t i'n r1 tt. G~n r..J. Si'<ore1<1 , 1 •• ~'ld oo 

u. t !.!!.~ tt 1e l..r.d lone; b~An hi a owr opir• on , to )'.._c... no-- be-~ 

't!"'O\lG1 ~ to : "1 U.t t .... ,_?rt .. i•W o!' •l.r ..--..u-n ot ---v~"~·• 1. U "'"!."'l(; , 

r.ta~"t ~~ t.G~OI ..... :-;" t!Ot to OV,.J'look f.l.e i~l!Ct."1or.l c: 1".11 :.Ortt r"'CeLt 

1ntor tion 4- ·- zo~c.rt• !t·o v rlo·t• eour~"• · J''.ltt l-e!oro our t-Mk 

toc•tl•r , he lu.d 'b~~n dir~uu!n._ t!.P ait\lt.tion -ith Sir Stc.ffort. 

c~ l])!'l · ~lf' lL-ttf"r l .... .d told thf" (i, n(\r .... l t.i~t. &1 ... \!. e..o.rl;r !.!t...:r, a 

notieeu"'le cl.un,;A l..oJ o ~ u\•~<tr R 1'1"~ t.t,.Ocr-:. n :r'l"tlt. ~ on• u-..t.. tl·t..t 

co!lti :-r.ecl C.;: ... rw SU·Ara':i 1 t r"'fo:.:4; tl. -o~ otl'.rr el. L'1"l• , to c::ff'::t 

thA• tl e It 4£rd of o!'f1•t .c;: in tl:e !h .. it.!'! "" y tw 1,.,. oved olrc 

tl-~.- !t·tt~cl n-I'lnnish cor .. 1",1~t. t-•1t tr~t •t.e aroy WO\ll.d not bA t.?t.dy 

to .. '-' . .'' u. ru....jor con!"li..::t for tlr~,. :-:~ort.l:.fl: e.t l••c.o.at . !!oroovr r , the 

J-.r ne w re :-r;>o~tr..:.l; cor.""1w,nt t t tl..-.:t could ~· ~r. tl. !r P.nvi~ed 

o't>J,.ctiv"• 'n a-.. .:.as1L vi+ tr. 4.. ~~te:- of wc:·'{a . 

Ver.,..-~ ~1t:-ore'd !!'.~ o:. ~' u~:~ tht. .. t.l ! .. ttiat :.lov~!"''l.=~~t. 

hr.d rr.:on1·tr-d i":-o::: ~ con!i. ... t'-:tt• l W\d u&-w..ll:l rf'll t "'l• ao•• ·c 1 

'l'okyo , "' r"'Port ~o offect tl. .. t ubout tm dL.;ro "~• · Herr I.U'b'b•ntrop l.ul 

tolJ. tl:c- Ju.:n..neso •r::~b ~f'u.lor in »••rlil• •h t 1" •crul: '-;>prfl'c ' .... te the 

lt.t!or ' • CO:.rt"J.ni.C-L-tl..'"\t.. too :'o:ro1 .n j~in!.!"'tnr :~-t1'1o'-:o , tL ... t J-"rc.tl!'Y 

rt.a 1ow .. ~ to e:::-n::e 01t. .. t; ... ·••la. Ht~ .. _df~ .. l t tie • ,..E-Stt.dor 

nl ) \ ..loo t •11 ~.11 • or~! VI •. !r.!o t ·r t~.<.t !f J.,~,,n whl.c~ to ~..rtlcipL.te 

1n ... ti·~tt u..::.•{,.. t Rueal\4 , pro··1de4 , o~ :ours , Jt.,t"l 1 t Po.et. ;rlth 

R'lllito 41.1 'lOt ••rh ... !"TLII Jc~pW'I , GPr~lU•i' rould wPlcon,_ c.. J po.n•·•e 

nove 
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:o.o··e v!t;.-c.-vla ::.._'\It~~· !t • it . 

Otl.r a· !"o;"~Ort• 1n41:~.ot~:~e. t} .. t lit" ·~ lt..t.l r,o-. • ..,4, betf'"ct-r. 

13~ o.r..~ 170 d1•111"!o:::e '-lor-.c the ~tlll1.6..-.. frontl,.r , u.:.d Uctwr'"l ,:.e-

ll lf ;_J1.~ tl.rn•"-i"OtU"tl:o of tlitt (it''"'~ firct l i n!" .... ~r utrc..,..,th , 'n f'<ftft 

sD.Mn rfl'Uorta i ntH.euteJ. ~l t onl:' ... l;o•1t 8 div!.!lfona r.<!rft '.0~ tn J· ,o­

,.l r··ir.. . L"li th.c..t u""out ... o d1t>1a1one t:er~ di·.-i~Pi · flt"'ocn ~o~Gl""ot..t:.)" ...r.d. 

l.rf"90
·"": • :J1Yors"·1 t .•r: . ' t "'" ... ~o:-!. L:..d rt-:hl"'! !.a 

t~ro:l-t .:or:"4 ~ t1t.l ..... ~.!. ·e·JA!~;" '"1 ... "'~r- ~U:.r.n"'"'"' , t~t :• 1..\ • .......:-t".W. 

.i.,:ht e~e.::~ ~rr=ar :r to 1 .. ,\Dbh t.-1 c.• .. cr r.. ~t~&t .!htale. on Sundt..;~, 

Jun 2Z. 

The J'n"''' l "'-1d tl 1 t ~I·••• ac..e r'"'ort• indict.ted tl t 

Hct"r i:U. tlPr1a ~,ltn 11\,·h.t-Cfld ~ · o"• ... t n out Ruaa!c.. hc!o""~ •~c ' .).t 

'bc::o~ !l.l .. ,, ... ie• tl:t Dt.t"MI.f: to~ erf .. .c •!v"l!r on J • ...r .,- 11 ~ ... dr: , 

. " 

ir l.l o ,.crll 

wo•!lJ t.u..."""!l rowjt1 atHi otr .. r J)"-'..Ctt tn tex:,w.J. tor ... &QJ;tdVu.t.\ 1\J.c,h"cl \ue 

.tollo-ir...,. 11 '~ , 1nr.lu'' !'It, t..oOJ':' ott."r t•·ms : (u) Unt tod Stat.eo of 

3urone; ( ~ ) Tb~ BrHiall t :>lrt> for :!!1·1t1.1n , Go,.,Wly l"" • .nt"" Mth1"~ 

o~ Bri•t..in , ex.c Pp t .. , .- return of l.. ":r,.,.." af 3C'rrt .n:r' • ror:.f':- ~olonif"t: ; 

( c ) no t r • ... ti"l"l o!" 'h t l in l.'J L. ..,,.._....., "'<...t ·~ " .... , J, niL'!' •lld 

r. •• 
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/Jy dear !>:r . Pr osldont : 

40 oer~eley ~q~re 
London 

JW\O 21, 1941 . 

I beg to rotor to my letter and attuchod 

:etlorandum or JW\o 17 concern in& cert ain lntor ;a tlon 

bear ing on Morocco and Chad and as of conneo tod bearing 
to draw yo~ attention to the a t tached :e~orandum 

regarding an appoal by the authorities of Bol 0 1an Congo 
for plana vmich led to tho uritioh Government ' s suggoGtlon 
that ~tat! talks look1nQ to joint act~on , be ~eld between 

the military authorities of Bel gian Conso, .·roo l"ranco 
nnd 1He;er1a . 

••1th warmest re""arda , 1 a.o 

Fat thl'ully ~ox~ · . A-

_,--11'--'t g~?" 

':'be . ·rosldont 

Tho i'lh1 t e llouoo , 

l•asbl.nc,ton, u.c. 



~v.lA .• D1..L. 

June 21 , 1941 

In conversation with of!icialo of the •·illtl<l'y 

intelligence L1at.on !;ureau of the Brl tlsh .. ar 0 rice , 

the tollorln£ coL.e to l1.,ht : 

1'hrough the Bel gian Government here , tho authorities 

in the oolz1an Co~:o had drawn attention to tho tact that 

the torceo ot tbe Belgian Con~ bad thua far failed 

In their efforts to acquire combat plunoo , wn1le tho 

!-'roo ~'rench Fo1•ces at Bro.zzavillo ho.d obtained About 

12 planes . -oreover , tho Conoo a thorltles were moat 

vigorous in tholr insiat&noo upon acquiring planoa tor 
their ovm .f'orcoa . 

As a result or thio representation , the British 

Ooverc.,.ent had strongl:r reco=ended that the ael~ian 

Coneo , the .r-roe t·'rench .r'orcea 1n French Eq,uatorial 

Africa and tho lo'raneh Cameroons and the forces in .. 1gttr1a, 

hol<i ota.!'f tal;cs looking to Joint a<>t1on . -y 1n1'or .ants 

wore very hopeful that tu1s suggestion ~auld bo acceptable 

to tho Congo as well as tho other authorities eonecn"'ned, 

tor they eona1dored that under the cirewc.stancee t .. 1s 

1111gb t prove a CO !'Is tr" 'c t1ve "'ove . Tho:r ...,uld keep "'e 
poeted on developments , 



pta F:• (fa;J.I,& (~ttt I:'!..*~/.{;~ ..>, ~{"" 

t 'r 30 ~ D ALY AVENUE ~ )..)1 
OTTAWA ,~ 

"]~<>-- '1--- · K=-~'" -
\\:a-\.. , _ '5o 

~ \__ '-\~- L .. . ~ r ' \ 
~.r-.. \-~~~\'\ ~~: \ ""'"'--

~-\- ~\\ ~ L ~..l. 
~~~A~ J~, ~ • 
~ ~ ...... ~-L~ ~ 
\-. . . ~~\_ \ l~l~ 

C. · l \ \ ~ ~"' .. :0~ 
~ .... _ ~J4 ~ . 0. ·· .\ 



W\_ <3 ~ ~~ 51 w 
"-- '--"--~ ro -s\ I.....J. 
lv- 0 ~ k \- 0 0 ~ ~~ ~ 

~-- -
~ .,.. ... ' s .. ~ ...... ~ 

\ · 
)--~~---~ 

6 •• , ;. 1.4:11) 

L. ~ '-~ -r. 0 I \ q ~ \ . 



~ "· lHl 

Dul" ........ ,l 
All of T0111' 1ato,.. Uoa bae beea 

••' 1•'-re•Uac aDd I tuse4 a 1o' ot .­_. .... 4ef•H l.....,..Uoa ewer~ .. 701' 1Ah•rd1a wbo h bard d .oft een1-c .. 'b• Ottloe ot ClY1llan DateaH. 

I ~- 1' .ovl4 1M a aru4 till• 1t JOU 801114 WI'Ue a ehol'' book OD ~. 
•""'••" at JOV repor' - aJI4 l' .olll4 1M ot real 111'-"•' onr bere. I - aea4l• TOu • oabla -.c., .. nne •, •• •. Poor •t .. , b.. 1M• qlll'- 111 tor a ooap~• of wHke ba' h a bU M''-P DOW • 

., atteoUoaa '- recarde ~ TOa botb. 

be. AIIUao., J. Druel 8144la, Jr., 
... ,. llo'-1· 
Lolliloa, w. 1, 
DIC1aad. 

tdr/ ~ b 



STANOA,.O ,.OIU4 No. 14A 
AnltOWtD IY THIPitCIIDCJtT 

MMGMIO,f-

TELEGRAM 
OFFICIAL BUSINE!ESiS--GGOVERNMENT RATES 

O.&BLE 

US. AJI'l'BOIIY J. D. BIDDLE .JR 
Rift BODL 
LOIDOI 1f 1 
DGLAJID 

Bl llAYII !18 .AJID Ill DILIGHBJ) A'l' IDIA 

JIIIISY 

f ROM 'llrq~ ~qru ~w 
~ulpn.sfmt 

... 



·' ' 
' ' 

Rncm<T 8 18 I 

Dear Mr . Pres i dent: 

RITZ HOTEL, 

LONDON. W . 1. 

12t h June , 1941 . 

I only wi sh you lmew what a real 
t hrill your speech gave us . It was s i mply 
supe rb - one of the best ever and t ha t i s 
saying a great deal be cause t be others have 
been so splendid . 

Last Winter , r1be n I \18S speaking 
to the women i n America , so ma ny of them 
asked me r;hat the women i n Engl a nd v1ere doing . 
Evident l y , be cause I bad see n \/bat t he wome n 
had done in Poland and in France, they assumed 
t hat I kneYI \Vhat the women v1er e doing be r e . 
Besides , previous to our depart ure for here , 
I bad many le t ters aski ng me the same quest i on. 
I r eplied i n each case that whi le I was not 
yet famili ar with the wartime activities of 
the British women I intended to s t udy them upon 
my arr i va l in England. I t herefore hoped th at 
some time i n the future I should be in a position 
to send them the informat ion des ired . 

I nor1 fee l qualif ied to answer 
questions on all phases of t hese activ i ties 
s ince the Report on t he Wome n' s Activities 
nhich I sent you a short time ago, brout;ht me 
in such close contact wi th a l l aspe cts of the 
work . 



I 
RecENT 8 1 8 1 

- 2 -

RITZ HOTEL , 

LONDON.W. l. 

I have been wo ndering , theref or e , 
whe t her you would permit me t o wr i t e a shor t 
book based on t he substance of my Report? 
I belie ve i t would interest the Amer i can nomen 
very much t o k now what sort of war work t he 
Engl i sh v1omen ar e engaged in. At the same t i me , 
I believe i t mi ght prove helpful as I Vlould 
nri te i t i n s uch a way as t o make it 
compl i mentary to any program you might des i re 
t o launc h at home . I woul d keep to t he one 
t heme and ;1ould not touch on any matte r s of 
political bearing . More over, I would have the 
draft of t he book passed by the censo rs here 
before se nding i t over . 

If you are YJ illi ng f or me to do 
thi s , wi ll you please le t 1lissy se nd a c able 
of just "Yes" or "No". You are my Chi ef 
and one I am very proud t o be working f or . 

r.;y love to you' 



My dear Mr . President : 

40 Berkeley ~quare 
London 

JW>e 26 , 1941 , 

I had t he pleasure of t ransmitting personally your 

l etter of May 12, 1941, recei ved today, to General ~ikorsk1. 

l:le was deeply touched by v.bat you had written, and as lced 

me to tell you so . He also asked me to express to you 

his pr ofound a ppr eciation. These v~rds , he said, coming 

from you, whom he so a rdently esteems , are a source of 

r eal inspiration and encouragement for him . The General 

is a sincere man and a fine character , and your l etter 

has not only moved him deeply, out has also had a 

tremendously stimulat ing effect on him , 

With warmest regards , and my every good wish, I am 

Yours faithfully, 

The !'resi dent 

The ;/hite House , 

Washing ton, D. c . 
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My dear r.:r . l:'rGsi dont ~ 

40 Berkeley ~quare 
London 

June 27 , 1941 

I have the honor to report that follo<~lng oritish 
l:'rime !Jinis ter Churchill's force ful declaro. tion on 
British Gover~~ent policy, upon the outbreak of Russian­
German hostilities , the Belgian , llorwegian and l<etherlands 
Governments immediately readjusted thGir respective 
policies to conform with ~~at of the oritisb Government . 

As regards the Polish Government ' s policy, I beg 
to refer to my cable of June 23, regarding General ::.ikorski' s 
radio broadcast address of t hat date, and his disclosures 
to me , and to my cable of June 26 , l n subsequent con-
versatlon with Brit~sh Foreir n ::.ecretary ~ . ~en, he 
told mo that previous to declaring the Polish Oovernmont 's 
policy with regard to Russia and Germany, General l:>ikorski 
and his associateo had consulted the br itish Governcent . 
The British Government moreover , had clearly understood 

the 
The !'resident 

'I he "hi te House , 

\'lashing ton, o . c . 



- 2 -

tho delicate pos1 t1on Vlhich tho new turn 1n events 

had brought a bout , and had accordingly approved the 

stand •:•hi ch tho Polish Government had taken in the 

matter . kl' . bden said that in readin( over tho first 

draft or General ::,ikorski' s aforementioned address , oo th 

he and t~ . Churchill had made onl y one request or tho 

General , namely, to tone do\m his references to Russia . 

The General moreover , had g ladly complied, 

•·1 th warmest regards, :. ""' 

Faithfully yours , 

~~~·1'-



!~y dear Mr , President : 

40 Berkeley ~quare 
London 

JW'\e 27 , 1941 . 

You would have been touched, had you witnessed 

General ~1kor:skl ' s face , Ylhen l convoyed to him your 

cabled ~essage - that it was decided to :nclude Foland 

in the "Lend-Lease" list . I have rarely sean o.n expression 

or such deep gratification . He asked me to tell you that 

he and his Government were pr ofoundly grateful . 'J.'his , 

he sai d, would moan more t o the Poles still continuing 

the struggle in tho field , and to the Pol es in occupied 

Pol and, than he could adequately express in words . ~very 

Pol e and every citizen of Polish descent of other parts 

of the world would be externally grateful • 

.. i t h warmest recards and algood wishes, I am 

Faithfully yours , 

~ {1-tLJh. ~ 

The Pres ident 

The .. bite House, 

llashington, '-' .C. 
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40 Berkeley ~quare 

London I• . 1 . 

July 6, 1941 

,iRI61Ll CUhF lDEiillAir 

My dear Mr . ~resident : 

Yesterday, July 5, 1 had n lengthy visH with 
~ueen .lilhel.minn . Prince Ilernhard was also present. 
at the Queen ' s request , Pr ince Bernhard gave me a 
detailed account of his talk with you and subsequently 
of his exper iencos in the United ~tates . 

Pirst of nll, he expressed his ar ntitude for yours 
and Mrs . Roosevelt ' s great kindness and hospitality to 
Princess Juliana and himself . He snid you were "wonderful" 
to the,., both. 

He then tol d me all nbout the talk 1'41ich he had hnd 
with you after the showing of the movies at the '·'illite 
House . He was amazed by your extraor dinary grasp and 
perspective in connection with world- wide developments , 

In 

'L'he !'resident 

The .. bit e liouse . 



- 2 -

I n fact , he had neve r talked to anyone Who ~o•=••=•d 

such a clear view of the Whol e sitUAtion . he v.aa 

delighted, moreover , that you would welcome o. vlait. 

from Queen 11ilhelmino. and tho.t you considered th o.t 

conversations w1 th her would bo mutually uo oful , in 

ter ms not only of tho present , but also of the fU ture , 

... t t his point, the "'ueen enthus1o.stlcall1 eJq·ressed 

her sense of g r atification over your attit~de i n lhe 

llUit ter , and said that she would , ~n the oo.rl;~ ar l. of 

this week, discuss in strictest ccnfldenco wlth kr . ~on, 

her proposed plans to visit the Uni ted ~to.too , ~ho 

would also d iscuss with him the questions or route and 

or transportation . Further more , she would keep mo 

posted as to the results of her discussion with J.r , !:.don . 

The Queen is f rankly overjoyed at the prospect of 

meeting 'IIi th you, and I an a ware she will lose no tlme 

in making tra vel arran~ernents , In order to ninimize t~e 

possibilit~ of embarrassment which a d i rect visit from 

tho Chief of a bell i gerent ~tate , to the United ~tates , 

might cause you, she thought that per haps it might be 

more discreet if she went first to Canada, and thence 

quietly into t ho United :> t a tes . However , she would be 

gui ded by whatever succestion you might care to cake 

on th is point . 

lloforo 
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Befor e ending our talk, the Queen asked me to 

convey to you and t o Mrs . Roosevelt, an expression of 

her most profound gr atitude for your greet kindness 

to her childr en, 

She is indeed a f ine woman - a combination of 

force and gent l eness of mind and action, Her ideal s 

are high - her appraisals realistic , end her approach 

to pr oblems of t he dey , courageously intelligent . 

Moreover, she is good company, and charmingly femi nine. 

I have visited both her naval a.nd land f orces here and 

find runongs t them a deep affection and admiration for 

her .. 

The more I s ee of the Queen, her Government and 

he r For ces, the better I like and respect them. They 

ere grand people , 

With warmest r egar ds and w1 th my every good wish , 

I am 

Faithfully YOif'is. , . . A • 

--~~ f~ 'r 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

July 30. 1941 

My dear Mr. Proaident: 

I a• onoloa1ng a copy or a nota dated July 2t, 1941 

from the Polish Ambassador, Mr. Oieohanowak1, together 

with a translation or t ho French portion thereof defining 

the attitude of the Government or Poland with regard to 

variou• acta of the German and Soviet Government& and par­

ticularly the policy which the Governaent of Poland ia nov 

prepared to follow on certain conditions with reference to 

tho Soviet Onion. 

Mr. 01eohenovak1 requested tha t t his note bo brought 

to your attention. 

Enclosure: 

Prom Polish Ambassador, 
July 24, 1941, with 
translation . 

The Pre11dent, 

!be White House. 
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(COPY:HPR:Eu) 
( COMPARED ..,.. ) (TRANSLATION ) 

EMBASSY OF THE POLISH REPUBLIC 
49-Sov/SZ-t- 27 

Sir: 
July 24, 1941 . 

By order ot my Governcent, I have the honor t o make 
the fol l owing commun1oat1on : 

1 In vi ew ot the conversation which took pl aoe Saturday, 
July 5, 1941, bet ween General W. Si kor ski, President ot the 
Council ot Ministers of Poland and ~lr . A. Zaleski, Min10ter 
ot Foreign Affaire, on the one hand, and Mr. Maieky, 
Ambassador ot U.S . S.R., on the other, 1n the presence of 
Sir Alexander Cadogan , Principal Under Secre tary tor 
Foreign Aftaira o t the Goverru:~ent of hie Britannic }lajeety, 
the Polish Government wishes to emphasize the following: 

1 Tbe attack by the German Reich on Poland which 
occurred on September l, 1939, vas immediately preceded by 
the s i gning ot a German-Soviet agreement on August 23, 
1939, an agreement which apparently contained clauses vh1oh 
were directed against the existence ot the Polish State. 

1 The invasion of Polish territory by Soviet troop s 
which occur red on Septecber 17 , 1939, was fol lowed by the 
signing of a German- Soviet treaty dated September 28 , 
1939. This agreement divided the territory of the Polish 

State 
The Honorable 

Cordell Hull, 

Secretary of State 



-e-
state between the Reich and the U.s. s .R. and proclaimed 
the end or that State , It was followed, in turn, by a 
series of other international acts concluded between the 
Reich and the U.S.S.R. or between t hese Powers and third 
Governments, all or which aots affected the independence 
and integrity of Poland. 

"The Polish Government has always considered these 
agreements and acte as null and void and wishes to call to 
mind that, at different dates, it registered a solemn 
protest against them. Such protests were brought to the 
attention or the Governcenta of the allied and neutral 
Power e . 

"It is also the duty or the Government of the Republic 
to stress that , in carrying out such illegal acta, the 
Government of t he U.S . S.R. has not only committed, since 
such aggression took place, innumerable outrages against 
the sovereignty or the State and against public property 
in Poland, but that, in addition it saw fit to take measures 
whioh seriously affected the individual liberties and the 
private property of large masses of Polish nationals . 

"The Polish Governcent doec not intend to enm~erate 
herein the protests in question and it limite itself to 
stressing the contents of the Note of ~:a:r 3, 1941, which 
was addressed by the Minister or Foreign Affaire or Poland 

to 



to Their Excellenoiee the Ministers ot Foreign Attaire ot 

the allied and neutral Powers with reference to the Gercan 

and Soviet occupation ot Poland during 1939 and 1940. 

'However, desirous ot facilitating the t ask ot the 

allied countries which, unlike Poland, were not subjected 

to aggression by the U. S. S.R . , the Polish Government wishes 

to do whatever lies within its power to prevent any oomplica­

tione in their relatione with the U. s.s .R. 

'In this connection, attention should be called to the 

point ot view formulated in the letter ot November 27, 

1939, which the Minister ot Foreign Attairs ot Poland 

addressed to His Excellency Lord Halifax, following 

oonversations which took place between them in London : 

• ••• We had agreed in London that it was premature to 

take up any definite attitude towards Sovi et Russia with 

regard to their action in Poland and in the Baltic States. 

We turther agreed that, at thie stage ot the war, it was 

eeeent1al to concentrate all our united forces against 

Germany, to single out Germany as enemy No. 1, tully 

respcnsible tor the aggressive war forced upon the three 

Allies, tor bringing Soviet Russia into action and tor 

all the tar-reaching conesquenosa, the moral, material 

and territorial damages resulting trom the war and trom 

the joint action ot Germany and Soviet Russia" . 

"In 
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"In view ot the taot that Germany hae reoently resorted 

to war with the U.S.S.R. and that, consequently, the latter 

has tound iteelt against ita will among tho nations which 

are righting !or liberty, the Polish Government wishes to 

state that not only is it determined to continue this 

policy with respect to the U. S.S.R., but that it would be 

inclined to see ita relatione with the U. S. S.R. again 

become normal, provided however that the latter: 
0 (1) undertakes to renounce completely the German­

Soviet treaties ot August 23 and ot September 28, 1939, as 

well as all subsequent agreements and acts pertaining to 

Poland, It shall be implicitly understood that all the 

treati es and agreements which bound the U. S. S.R. and Poland 

prior t o the German aggression ot September l, 1939, shall 

be reeetabliehed. 

"Moreover, it shall be understood that the property 

taken away by the authorities or the U.S.S.R. in Poland 

shall be restored in kind and that the damages resulting 

to Poland and ito nationals by reason or the non-execution 

ot the said treatiea and agreements shall receive tull 

reparation, and, finally, that diplomatic relati ons 

between Poland and the U.s . s.R. ehnll be reestablished 

later on. 

"(2) undertakes to tree immediately: 

(a) those 



(a ) those persona who, being Polish nationals as ot 
September 16, 1939, are detained by the Soviet 

authorities tor political reaeons, 

(b) Polish nationale who have been conscripted into 
the Soviet Army, 

(c) Polish prisoners ot war i nterned in different 

camps in the interior ot the terri tory or the 
u.s .s .R. 

(d) Polish nati onals (men, women and chi l dren) who 
have been deported en maeee from t he var ious 

occupied regions or Poland to the U.S.S.R. The 
U. S. S.R. shall also agree that a.ll possible 

ass i stance may be r endered to them . 

•on this point ( 2), i t will be obligat ory that a 
relief organization which will collaborate officially with 
t he Polish authorities may b e authorized at once to tunoti on 
on the territory of the U. S. S.R. This organization will 
have as its task the rendering ot aid t o prisoners or war, 
to persona held tor political reasons and to deported 

civilians, pending such time ae their evacuation from the 
U. S.S.R. become s poeeible . 

"The Poli sh Government ie ent itled to believe that 
it ie to the moral and poli tical interest of the U. S. S.R. 
to r enew ita relat i one with Poland under the conditione 

defined 



- 6-

defined above and adds that it is scarcely pr obabl e thnt 
the U. S. S.R. wiahee to continue to take advantage or 
treaties 1t had concluded wi th the acgressor and which 
relate to t erritory which the U. S. S.R . apparently no 
longer occupies in f act. 

•rr the U. S. S.R. should adopt such an attitude, i t 
would without any doubt strengthen its moral position 
vis- a-vis t he democracies which are fighting in this war 
and - what is no lees i mportant - vie-a-via the populations 
or Eastern Europe, which would see in this the genuine 
will or t he U. s.s .R. to abandon political methods such 
as those which have inspired and still inspire the 
German aggressions . 

"The Polish Government desires, in order to avoi d any 
misunderstanding, to smphaei~e at this time that in stating 
t he problem in this way, it does not mean to renounce, in 
any manner whatever, the unquestionable r i ghts or Pola nd 
with respect to its t erri tories prior t o Sep tember 1, 1939. 

• r r thio Gover nment has no objection to the U. S.S .R. 
retraini ng troa making a t this moment an ortioial and 
precise statement as regards a return t o t he Treaty ot 
Riga ot 1921, its attitude i s dictated by t he f ollowing 
consider ations: 

1) The 
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1) The Polish Government would l ike to faci litate 
at this time the t ask or those or its Allies whioh intend 
to oaintain direct friendly r elatione with the U.S.S. R.; 

2) It aimA to avoid creating the 1mpreeeion that 
insurmountable difficulties exist between the States wh1oh 
are at war wi th Germany; 

3) The Poli sh Gover nment has grounds tor believing 
that as regards the Treat y or Riga or 1921 the Government 
ot t he U.s. s.R. may have in view cert ain clauses or that 
Treaty vhiah, without having a bearing on the boundaries 
themselves and having a technical and transitory charact er, 
may have lost their i mportance today, in the sense or the 
interests or t he U. s . s .R. , and mi ght, consequent ly, be 
modi tied. 

4) I t t akee aooount or the raot that there is eli gbt 
pr obability that the armies or the U. s . s .R. can themselves 
reoccupy any territori es belonging to Poland whioh have 
been the object or the German invasion . 

~) The Polish Government knows, unfortunately, from 
its own experience t hat obligations stipulated by the 
Government or the U. S. S.R. are not considered binding by 
the lat ter except in so tar as that Government has neither 
reason nor the oower t o transgress them. 
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1 The Polish Government is obliged to confirm - as had 

been declared on the Polish side in the above-mentioned 

conversation or July 5, 1941 - that it is not only without 

competence to renounce at its own will any part of the 

territory or Poland, but that it would be carefUl, further­
more , to avoid giving the impression that it would be 

inclined to compromise on the rightG or the Republic to its 

territorial integrity. 
1Ae a matter or tact, there is reason to insist that 

such an attitude: 

1) would to a certain extent prepare the way tor the 

German Reich which, according to i nformation received by 

the Polieh Government, is already said to be trying to 

influence Polish public opini on in its favor by some eo­

called concessions in the East . Now, it must not be lost 

eight or, that Germany, because of her military advance, 

would not only be in a position to make such promisee, but 

also to carry them out if need be. 

2) It such territorial sacrifices to the advantage or 

Soviet Russia were demanded or Poland, t hat would undoubtedly 

endanger the confidence ot the countries or Cent ral and 

Balkan Europe in the degree or sincerity with which the 

Allies are f i ghting tor the cause or Justice and respect 

t or treaties. 

3) The 
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3) The Poli sh Gover nment, while fighting at the sides 

ot the Allies and striving to augment considerably the 

Polish military forces by the creation of a powerful ar my 
f ormed ot volunteers recruited in America and prisoners 

ot war now interned in the U.S. S.R. , oannot in any measure 
expect these forces to be willing to participate some day 

in the reconques t or Polish territories from the hands of 

the Germans in order that a part of ouch territories should 

then be r etroceded to Russi a . 

"The Polish Government s ees itself obli ged t o empha­

si ze that if the Polish soldiers should have, even for a 

moment, the suspici on thnt such were the hidden intentions 

ot the Allies, ~tis Government would no t be i n a positi on 

to demand of them the sacrifice of the bl ood which they 

are already shedding dai ly tor the resurrection of the 

home country and for the common cause of the Allies . 

"Therefore, the Polish Government mus t smphasize that 

while desiring to collaborate effectively wi th the U. S.S.R. 

in the common struggle against the German Rei ch, i t will 
interpret the relat i ons bet,.,een Poland and the U. S. S.R., 

both in the present and in the future, i n the sense of the 

above considerations.• 

I have t he honor t o add that the above text was 

presented to His Britannic Majesty's Secret ary for Forei gn 

Artaire 
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Attairs by Mr. August Zaleski , the Hin18ter or Foreign 
Att~irs or Poland, in London, on July 8, 1941. 

Aooept Si r, the renewed aeouranoes ot my highest 
consideration . 

J. CIECHA!:OWSKI 



\· 
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40 Merkel ey Square, 

London .. . 1 . 

AUI1;US t 14 , 1941. 

friva te and ~ 10ntlal 

~'i1 1Ny dear r.:.r . !'resident : 

) 1 was delignted to receive your letter of July 28, 

conta1nlnrr a message for the :<ueon of the Netherlands . 

I pro.,.p•l:r aelivered it :>erscr.ally to the .. ueen . :she was 

very happy indeod, thus t o ~earn that you l'lere pleased 

over the p:-ospect of h":> o~n: to the 1..n1ted States , and 

sne wished ~e lo emph~siae he:- sense or rati-cde for 

your thouehtfulness of he r and her children, and for your 
rracious invitation to visit you at hyde fark . :;~e said 

she would •:~rite you a letter , vrh ioh has recently come to 
my offi co , and wlJ.ch 1 tal~e pleasure in !'or .fordin!: :;ou 

herewith . 

l'he !'resident 

T'ho lihi to Uouse, 

Thera 

J · -:, ~ussiFIED REGP.I.:J:. ~ -· ""' 
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The . .-·e wAre "".any 1rnro:-tn.:: .. utters a oc.': '=' t ,..,. she 
wo~ most df'eir ous of spenl<!n• to ;;ou . ::.he wnA MOl' Cover , 
aw,.re froM .. "t.r • l'rince .ernher<i ad told her o!' 'lis 
con\:Crso.t1<'n wit.h ~·ou , tl-tc.t :;ou too , wo·ld wel""o~e an 
opportunity for nn exchnn•e of views . ~lo had been 
tt:e.·ernre lo-l<i::~ forward with the utr.:ost into• est ar.d 
pleasure to talkin• w1 th :·ou . lt w~a here!'..,,.e "ith real 
disappointment tl~a.t ~he now fo1:nd thnt the current 
cr1tlca} tu.-n or eve.ts re1~ired her,,. ~ence witl ~~r 

Oo;·erru~nt here . ~l s1nceroly hoped however , t!"o. t 
developments m1•ht t\wn for tho bot ter before lor:: , n."'d 
"'oul~ , ncco \1 1:;, '> r-it lle:- to :o over for' n vis1L. 

::.he 3~1d t ~t tr thP~P r.e.e an;; ~att8:'S Or a pl'OS31nc 
nature w',ich you m1 ·ht maunwh1lc wish I o disc· as, she 
woul·l be o,-,1; t<"o hap :; to send a cor.fident:al and en;>aol e 
repl:'e,entative, :n her behalf, ~o ro~ . She then ~s:ed ~e 
whet er 1 t,.,OUI"ht yo11 "'i("hl wish this . I Sll\1 t• nt I b t\ 
._, ·'" ~ '*"'~!"fi!'~"" ' en t"let j""U WO .. ld pr•~er to tolk p l"SC'In&ll.ly 
tO her 1 8V0!'1 ,. f S ... e we. 0 forcwd to Clil!tla., her ~·~ 8!. t, • }JOWOver 1 

I su •ested thJ1 t she .. :enllrm ''1is in ber t'O;losed letter 
to you . 

1&1'1 
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I am inc~eaa\~~ly t~preased ~y hor alertness to 

world ~ ;elop~e~t• . ~he ~ollows t~e eo rse of evon•s !th 

an odr.tt•~oole lntell1"ence unrt perspen · v11 . ~<t thls mo1~ent , 

she ta en a -ed •·1 L11 h<'r Goverrr.tont 1!'! pr r>ar-1:-:: an esti:-ate 

of pos• war require .. ents of hor countr; . Jler ;..:,~s•ers 

tel l e t~at her prnctlce.l o.l'l'' clear jurtrmunt in the :"".e.tter 

are :est helpful to them . 

.. 1 th oy war est re -a.~ds an" r~; ever; ~ood w!.s:t , 1 a:1 



40 Berkeley ~quare, 

London 'N .1. 

8eptember 6, 1941 . 

My dear Mr . President: 

On the night of September 1, eight of the Allied 

Governments par t i cipated, through their respective 

representatives, in a broadcast t o the Un.ited States . 

King Baakon broadcast the address in behalf of his 

Governmen t . 

Before s tepping t o the microphone , he told me he 

earnestly hoped that by some good fortune, you mi ght be 

listening in. He wanted, at any r ate, t o have you know 

the contents of his address - and he therefore asked me 

to appri se you thereof . 

Accordingly, the Ki ng said in effect that Hitler 

and Hitlerism were hat ed from the bottom of t he he.r t s 

or 

'l'ho President 

'l'he ~'hite House . 
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ot the great majority of the people in the occupied 
countries of europe . America would certainly agree 
that a uni t ed ~urope, led oy a despised nation, was 
an 1mpoa:s1o1lity . "The Germans can never oe qualified 
t o rul e other people oecause they compl etely lack tho 
gift of understanding the mentality of other nations . 
The way the Germans have acted in Norway 1s the oest 
proof of this , They pretended to come to our country 
as fr i ends . Perhaps some of them oelleved this . '!'he.t 
only proves their inaoility to fathom other people ' s feelings . 

"1'he Germe.na in Norway now at last seem to understand 
that they have oeen wrong - that tho Norwegian nation 
never asked for , and never w1 shed for , the sor t of German 
friendship practiced in our unhappy country tode.y . The 
Norwegian people aro fighting a stubborn and tough passive 
resistance agai nst the aggressors . They need all the 
s ympathy and assis tance it 1s possio~e to givo ." 

In concluding hie broadcast, the King expressed 
the warm thanks of Norway to the 1Jn1ted :nates for their 
sympathy and valuaole , and ever- increasing assistance . 

As 
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Aa the King arose t o leave the broadcasting room, 

he came over to me and wbispered r "I do hope the !'resident 

will like wh at l said. " 

•• ith warmest regards and every good wish , I am 

Pai thful::,..::;~ ')"" 



llEioiORANDUII ON POLES HI U.S .S. R. 

The following highly confidential information was r eceived 

from London yesterday . 

1. The Polish Arasy, now forming in the U. S. S. R. , has been 

granted all freedom ot religious expressi on. 

2 . Polish civil i ans , who had been deported to Siberia , 

have recently been released . However, about 500, 0il0 have been 

transferred t o Soviet Central Asia, mainly near '1'ashk--nt in the 

Uzbek S. S. R. and in th" Kirghiz A.S. S. R. '!'he Russians 1\rf' r .,­

ported to be trying to ~orce these Pol es into labor camps and 

appear to be making diff i culties against thei r enlis tmont int o 

the Polish Army . 

It is desi rable to call to the attention of the U. S . pres s 

the potentiality of the Polish Army now forming in the U.S .S. R. 

and of each additional Pole righting against Germany . 



My dear Mr . President : 

40 Berkeley ::.quare , 
London •I . 1 . 

October 2, 1941 . 

I have tbe honor to forward you t he enclosed 

le c ter which tbe King of -"lbania has asked mo to 

transmit to you in his behalf . 

Following his and the ' ~ueens invitation, ~argar ee 

and I had a long v1 sit wi tll tbem the other day . The 

Queen impressed us both as a charming , intell i gen t and 

serious young woman . ~he has had, as you no doubt 

remember , some vory trying experiences, especially 

on the occasion of their sudden evacuation from 

Albania. Her child was only three days old at that 

t~e, and both she and her child had to be rushed 

through the country, over rough roads, in vlhat I 

gather 

The .!'resi dent 

The uhite Bouse 

Washington, D. C. 
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gather was an equally rou h - riding vehicle . l;ovor­
theleas , she appears Lo have oomo through it all 
\'lith a stout hell!'t and a co\ll'ugeous smile . 

~'he King toJ.ked at length , reviewing tho cir­
cumsto.ncee whi ch led up t o t he conquest of .-.lbanla 
and sub s eQJent events vm i ch led to the spreading of 
war in Europe . He toJ. ked moe t intehigently and with 
a very cle ar porspocti vo . Notwi t.hst.andinl( his unhappy 
experiences, ho is calm and phi l osophico.l , ~oroover, 
1 fi nd tha t he is an intense student of al phases of 
world d evelopments and appears to have o. vor;J realistic 
grasp of tho situation . 

lloedless to sa:· , bot"h the :.ine and Queen are 
your devoted a~rers and follow y~r o.ct1v1t1es wi th 
real interest. 

' ' 1 th w:J.r me s t regards , I am 

Yours faithfully (a • I 
-.-::: " II L. y I "':j 



My dear Mr . President : 

I 

40 Berkeley ~quare 
London \1 ,1. 

October 2, 1941 . 

Follol'ling l<orwogian l.!i nistor Wilhelm 

~orgenstierne'a arrival here, the Norwegi an 

Government had a aeries of meetines Which he 

was invited to attend. 

In add.resaing those meetings , •lilbelm emphasized 

r emarks you bud made to him just before his departure , 

In connection wi t n ono of your :•emarks, ~'or e ign 

Minister Trygve Lie recalled to tbe minds of his 

associates , th• t i mmediately following my arr ival here, 

I had, at your request, conve7ed t o the King and to 

them, t he same cessage . This he s aid was therefore 

the secCl'ld time tht.t you had expressed tl1e sW~e 

wishes , and he earnestly urged his assocl&tea to 

The President 

The l'lhite House, 

lashlngton , D. C. 

vote 
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vote him o free hand in seeinr thut tho mottor was 

carried ~t 1n full . Their unanimous ap,roval resulted 

i n his havine already obtained the Kine 's consent and 
full support, as well eo Olaf ' s enthusiastic partici ­

pation in the pl a n . 

,,ccord1n£11Y, t.:inls t er Li e wishes me to toll you 
in s tric test confidence t hat while formal governmental 

action on the f'nnl detai ls will not hav~ been accoa­
plished for several days , 1t has been deci ded in 

prin c1pl e that Olaf will proceed to the United Statu 

to en£at;e in an extmsi Vu tour Of the liorwegian­

RrnOr1COn communities , with a view to enlightening 

the:ll on the realities of world developments . Coreover , 
a ll arrangements will be in the hands of \Vilho lm 

J.!o rgenstierne , who will acoocpany Olaf throuehout the 

proposed trip . 

In disclosing the foregoing , W1 nister Lie said 

that i n consid ering the cons t ructive purposo of his 

son's trip, the King was c enuinely gratified tha t he 

had made tho decis1 on to send him over . Lie a dded tha t 
this d ecision was for him personally, a source or real 
gr atifica t ion . Tnis rbole plan of course, will b e 

treated in ucmost secrecy , 

With warmes t r eeardo , and my every good wish , I am 

Fal tht'ully yours , 

...-fd\A'i ~ 'Y" 



O~ teber 14, 1941 

; 

ll;r 4 ear II r . !'res 1 d.., t 1 

Our mutual frhn4, J.rtbur llurr111, be a aolce4 me t• 

f~rwRr4 tbh letter t e ;rou with hie c or.10 H "'•nto. 

~1th •aroeet r egard• and all geod withee, I am 

fbe ~te Beuee, 

Waahington, D.C. 



[ . 
p ~ r : l.\ili.1 ~r J~l 

o•11er 22, lMl • 

..... .. I Nts-

1 tboagtlt 1 walct tab ac!ftn~ fd 
qalelt &tllftl'7 'b7 Ottle to eend you t hle 1UUe 
•'- aact e011e halrplu tor 101.11' loTely looks • 
.l lUUe b11'4 hUe • that U yms don't pt 
theN IOOD.1 :rou wlll han \o let 70UJ' :talr hans 
cJMm 7CNr aaok! 

I thln); U h tlne tbat 7011 and foll7 
&1'8 golng to haYe Ottle with :rou and ~ let • 
heal' troa Joa onea. 

ICJ atteoUonate regarde to 'IOU and 

u enr , 

lire . A. 3. Dl"nnll Bi ddle , 
ftM aua Rote1, 
Lo!'ldon. rngland. 

Knoloeul'e • 

I -<./I 

dJ 



Deal' 1ofai'8Uet ·-
I tbougtit I ¥DUld '-ke adftn~ ~ 

qulok 4al1Yer7 b7 Ottle to eend ~ t h1e 11"1~ note and eome balrpln• tor J'OUI' elY look•. 
A lUtle bll'tt teUe • ~t 1t 10U don• t set 
~ .. eoon, :vou w111 have to l et 70U1' hair hans 
&.1m yaa:r •okl 

I think 1 t l s tlno that you ana fony 
are going to baYe Oftte v1 til you o.nd cSo l et ae bear tx'Vd JOU o~. 

Tony. 
My a t teotlonate n corde to 7ou ant! 

As.,.,.. 

Kre . A. J. Dre•l Biddle, 
~ Rlt• Hotel, 
London, J:ft«J•nd . 
Enolo.ure. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
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F .D.:t . 









THE UNDER SECRETARY OF' ST,Uf 

WAS HINGTON 

november 7 , 1941 

My dear Mr . Pres i dent : 

In view of the fact that you received the Polish 

Ambassador personally and discussed those questions 

with him, I see no reason why you should send any re­

ply to his letter of October 31 . 

I n acoordance with your reques t , I am sending 

these papers back for your files . 

Believe me 

Enc . 

The President , 

The Wh1 te House. 

} 



AM8ASAOA 

R2.£C2YPOSPO L1 T £J PO LSH I EJ 

October 31st , 1941. 

1/.r , President , 

Fol lowing ins tructions from Prime Minister 

General Sikorski, I had the honor to ask tbat I 

might be received by you in or der personally to 

submit some details concerning a s t alemat e which 

appears to have arisen i n connection with the 

formation or t he Polish armed units i n soviet 

Russia . I have yesterday discussed this matter 

with 1/.r. Atherton at t he Department of State. 

In view of the urgency of the problem which 

involves t he possibility or a spoedy organization 

of Polish Armed Units , likely to attain the f i gure 

of about 150 ,000 eager Polish s oldiers , I am taking 

the liberty of sending you the enclosed memorandum. 

General Sikorski informs me that the British 

Ambassador in Moscow has been instructed b.y his 

Government to give full support to t he Polish 

Ambassador ' s endeavors in this matter . 

Gener al Sikorski woul d be most gratef ul if you, 

Mr . President, would grant your invaluabl e support 

by influencing the Soviet Oovernmentto agree t o a 

favorable solution of tnis problem so vital to 

Poland and , in fact , of great importance to the 

common cause for which we are fighting . 

Allow me , A~ . President, t o express mY thanks 

for 
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tor all t hat you nay wish to do in t b1e matter, and 

please aooept t be assurances ol' my h16heat 

considerat ion. 

Enclosure : 

As above . 

, 



TH E WHIT£ HOUSI 

WASHINGTON 

Novuober 7, l9Ll. 

' •'tOllANDIJl.l l'OR 

TilE !JNDZI< SJ.:CRET/Jl't Oil' STATE 

Does t hie r equire any wri tten 

r eplyt Pleaso sond baok tor mr 
ti le a, 

7 . D. R. 

( nelo•u,.) Tte ori;;lr>l or tho 
e t t"ohed , together witl• o hH~r rr, ' t•e p 11 sh ,;,:.,bueaal :- . 



The Polish Ambassador has been instructed by General 

Sikorski , Prime Minister of Poland, to l ay before the 

President the present situation which has arisen in Russia 

i n connection with the endeavors of the Polish Government 

to form units of the Polish ArmY composed of interned 

Polish military and civilian Poles or military age deported 

to Russia at the time of the soviet occupation of Polish 

territory . 

General Sikorsk i is of the opinion that the common 

cause requires the utilization of all available man-power , 

and especiall y those valuable Polish soldiers at pr esent in 

Russia , on such fronts where they could most easily be 

organized and armed, and where there is the greatest need 

of having considerabl e armed reserves . 

The most r ecent conversations between the Polish 

Ambassador to the U.s.s.R. , Mr . Kot, and the Commissar for 

Foreign Affairs, L~ . Molotoff , cause apprehension to the 

Polish Government regarding the formation of Polish Armed 

Forces 
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Forces in soviet Russia . 

These conversations confirm the impr ession that t he 

sovie t Governme nt t ends t o limit t he Pol ish Armed Forces 

to two Divisions using t he very numerous remaini ng former 

Polish war prisoners and volunteers for work i n factori es , 

mines and agricul ture . Tho reason given i s the a lleged 

lack of labor i n the U.s .s .R. 

In the course of the last weeks the t ransports of 

former POlish war prisoners in Russia ar e not being 

directed to the Polish Tl·aining Camps but are being di­

rected via Tashkent to cotton pl antations end irrigation 

and construction works in Uzbekstan , and particul ar l y in 

the Districts of Nukus and Novourgencz on the .Amur Daria 

river , where the U.s .s.R. authori ties intend to settl e 

100,000 Poles . It a lso appears that many Polish prisoners 

of war have not yet been l i berat ed from prison camps. 

Such an attitude on the part of the Soviet Government 

i s not in conformity with the Military Agreement signed 

with Poland on August 14, 1941 . 

General 
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General Sikorski ie or the opinion that tbis negative 

attitude or the U.s.s.R. Government and their ola~ or not 

being able to supply equipment and armament tor the Polish 

Armed Foroea bas been greatly taoilitated by the tact that 

at the Moscow Conference the delesates at Great Britain 

and the United States, wben agreeing to supply heavy 

armament, tanks and anti-tank guna exclusively to the 

Soviet Army, did not explicitly desienate any or this 

armament tor the Allied Polish Army being formed in Russia . 

So tar the Soviets have inadequately armed only one 

Polish Division. The soviet Government puts forth as an 

argucent lack or oaterial and their inability to arc any 

further units and even to supply rood to the Polish Amy . 

I n view or this situation General Sikorski, Commander-

in-Chief ot the Pol ish Army , instructed the Polish Ambassador 

in the u .s.s . R. to cocmunicate to~ . Stalin his intention or 

coming to soviet Russin, it the Soviet Go• erament agreed in 

principle to certain oonditiona, the application or whioh 

could be usefully discussed by the Cattmander-in-Chiet with 

'-ll" • 
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Mr . Stalin. These conditions are as follows: 

The liberation from prisons and camps of forced 

l abor of a l l Polish citizens at present in the U.s .s .R. 

and guaranteeing them human conditions or existence . 

All Polish ci tizens fit for mil itary service to be 

utilized in Pol ish camps for the formation or additional 

Pol ish armed units by the Pol ish High command. 

Owing to the inabil i ty of supplying equipment and the 

diffi culties connected with t he feeding of such a large 

amount of people by the Soviet Government, this entire 

Polish Army to be concentrated until r eady for action in 

a locality where it coul d be easily taken care of by Great 

Britain. The most convenient locality would be Iran or, 

as a last resource, t he Caucasus could be taken into 

eonsideration. 

Taking into account Polish and Soviet interests, the 

British Government expr essed their readiness to undertake 

to equip and feed the Polish Army on condition that it 

should be located in a place accessible for deliveries of 

food 
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food and material . 

About 15 ,000 to 20,000 Polish soldiers to be 

evacuated from the o.s .s.R. to Great Britain end Egypt. 

The Polish Government considers that all available 

man- power, especially qualified sol diers , should be used 

wherever they are most needed and that the utilization of 

such valuable trained material on farms and irrigation 

pro jects would be unjus t ified waste , inconsistent vnth 

war needs . 

Ambassador Biddle has been informed of the above 

situation and bas been supplied with all the dat a at the 

disposal of the Polish Government at this time. Apart 

from that the Polish Pr ime Minister has informed t he 

Polish Ambassador in Washington that he has discussed 

these matt ers with Prime Minister Churchill and Mr . 

Anthony Eden. Mr . Eden was to try to influence Ambassador 

Maisky in accordance with the views or the Polish Govern­

ment on this subject. 

Likewise ( 
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Likewise, the British Aobassedor in Yoeoow hee been 

instructed by bis Government to obtain the U.s.s.R. consent 

for the evacuation or ell Polish military formations to 

Iran, the British Government declaring that they are ready 

to undertake the responsibility for their full equipment 

end a.nr.ament. 

The Polish Ambassador in Washington is instructed by 

his Govera:ent to appeal to the President to lend hie 

valuable support to the endeavor s of the Polish Government . 

Prime !Holster General Sikorski bel ieves that, in view of 

the ext ensive aid which the United States is at present 

giving to the U.s .s .R., the soviet Government would 

undoubtedly give serious consideration to the expression 

of such support on the pert or the President in the catter 

of the forcation or the Polish a~ed units, in accordance 

with the fair and leg1t1lr.ate demands of the Polish 

Government . 

October 30, 1941. 



Tbe Poliah Aabeaandor baa been instructed bJ Oenoral 

S1korak1 , Prime ..-1niator or Poland , to lay berore the 

President the preaent aituation wbiob hea arleen in kusa l a 

in ooaneotion with t ba endeavor• or t he Poliab Oovera38Dt 

to rorm unite or tho Polish Aray ooat110aed or interned 

Pol1eb military and o1vll1an Poles or ailitary ego deported 

to Ruaa1a at the time or tho Soviot occupa tion or Poli sh 

General 51karek1 1e or t be opinion that tbe o~n 

oauae requires tbe utiliaat1on or all a vailable man- power, 

and oapoo1olly t hoae volunble Polish aoldiera at prooent ln 

Ruaaia, on auob tronta Where tbeT could moat eaa1ly be 

orcanized and ~ed, and where there la the sreateat need 

or having conaldorable a~ed reserves. 

The most recent conversations between the Polish 

A*b&aaador to tbo O.~ . J .R ., ~r . Kot , and the Commleaar ror 

TorefiD Attaira, ~. ~olotorr , cause appreben.ion to the 

Poliab Government regarding the torsatlon ot Poliab Armed 

forces 
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1oroes in Sov1ot Rusa1u . 

These oonvernQtiono oont1rQ t he !Qproas1on t hat tho 

Soviet Gover~ont tends t o limit tho Polish Armed Forces 

to t\'10 Divisions using t he very n=ot·oua remaining tormar 

Polish war prisoners end volunteers tor work i n taotoriea, 

mines and agriculture. The reason given is tho a lleged 

l ack or labor in ths u.s .D.R. 

I n t he oourae ot the last weeka the transport s ot 

tormer Polish war prisoners in rtussia or e not bei ng 

directed to t he Polish Training Camps but are being di-

rooted via Tashkent to cotton plantations end irrigation 

and construction works in Uzbekatsn, a nd particularl y i n 

t he DiBtri ota ot !lUkus and Novourgonoz on the Acur DIU"i o 

r i ver, where t he o.s .s .R. authorit ies int end t o settle 

100 ,000 Poles . It a lao appesr s that many Polish prisoners 

ot war beVe DOt yet been liber ated trom prison oamps . 

such 1111 a t ·atude on t he part or t he s oviet Gover =ent 

ia aot in oontormit y wit h the U1lit ary Agreement signed 

General 
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Oenaral 61koraki ia or t he opinion tba ~ th1a negati ve 

attitu~e of the u.s. l.l . ll. OoverMent lllld their olai.m or not 

hei ne able t o supply o~uipcent and ~ant tor the Polish 

Aroed rorcoa has bean ~eatly facilitated by the rac t t hat 

at t he ~oacow Conterenoa t he delesatea or Croat llrite i n 

and the t1n1te4 St otea, Wbao &Breei ns to eupply honyY 

armament, tonka nnd onti-tank guns oxolusivel y to tho 

SoYiat ~. did not axplioitly designate aay or this 

&rmcaent tor t he All ied FOlieh Army bei nv fOr.Led in fiussia . 

So t ar the s ov1ata bevo inadequately armed only one 

Pol ish Di vision. Tbe Sovlot Gover nment pu t a tortb nn an 

ar~nt laok or aa terial &JI4 t heir inability t o arc any 

fUrther unite and • ••n to eupply r ood to the Poliah Arc7· 

l n view or t hie aituati on General 31korak1 , Commander­

in-Chiur or tho Polieb Arm¥ , instructed the Polish Aabeasodor 

i n the U.s .s .R. to oomaun1oate to vr. S t alin hio intention or 

ooaia& to SoYiot Ruaaia, it the SoYiet OoYerD!lle nt agreed i n 

prinoipla to certain oooditlona, t he a pplication or Which 

oould be usefully 41oouaoad by the Co.mon4ar-1n-Oh1ar wi th 



- 4o -

IU' . Stalin. Than con41tioM are aa tollowa: 

Tho liberution rroa pri aona and crll!lpa ot rorce~ 

labor or all PoUab oHhaM · ~ preaont. ln the u.s .:J. I, . 

and gunra nteeLno thea h~n condltlono or exl at ance . 

All Polish citizens tit tor military aorvlce t o be 

utilized i n Poliob campo tor t ba ror=ation of additional 

Polish arced unite by t he Polish High co~nd. 

Owln& to the inability or aup]llyins aqulpo.ent and the 

dirticultloa connected with t ho teed i nF or aucb a lar&o 

amount or people by t ho SoTiet Oo••r~nt, t hi a entire 

Polioh /~ to be oonoentroted until reedy tor act ion ln 

a looallty Where it oould be oeail y token care ot by Orent 

Brltel n . The -•t oon•oulent looall\.y ~roulcl be Iran or , 

aa a laat reao\IJ'oe, the Cauouwo could be talten into 

ooneidorat.ion. 

Taklna lnto aoooun~ Poliab aDd So•let in~ereata , the 

Brltlsh Co•erll:llant e:xpreuod t bel.r readlneaa to uodertalte 

~ aqulp and reed tho Poli sh ArmY on condition that it 

ahould be !coated i n a place aooaaelblo tor deliYorlaa of 

toad 
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and •ter1al. 

About 10, 000 to 20, 000 rolieb sold1oro to bo 

n aouatad tt·o: t ba u . ... . s • .t . to Oreat Dritain ao~ l:gpt. 

Tbe Polish Oovornoant oone i daro that ell ava ilable 

un- powr, eapeoiall7 qual11'1ed aol41ora, abould ba uaed 

wherever they ura • ont needed a nd t hat tba utilization or 

euob valuable trained material on ta~o and lrrisation 

proJeota would be unJuat1t1od waato, iooo~1etant with 

WI!U" need a • 

.AIIbea..,clor Biddle bao bean l oton>Od or tbe abou 

ai t uat1on a nd baa be an supplied wi th Lll the data at tba 

dlspoaLl or tbe POUah OovarRilant at th1a tine. J.Pert 

trOll t hat t he Polish Prime k1n1ater has ioto=ed tha 

Polleh Aabaesador lo .sshi~to, that ha has disouoaod 

t hese m t tera with Prime W1n1ater Cburobill and !..r. 

A.Dthol17 ldan. ltr. ldan wae t o tr7 t o 1otluenoe A&baandor 

~·ataky i n aooordaooe with tho YiaW3 of t bl Polbh oovern­

aent oo this subJect. 

I 
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Llkewiae , t he Brltlah Aabaa .. dor t o Xosoow baa been 

i natruotad by hie Government to obtain tho u .s .~ . ~ . oonaont 

tor tho evacuation or all Polish a1litary ro~~iona t o 

Iran, the Br1t1ah oo ... rnraent deolarln& t b.nt they are ready 

t o undertake the raapona1b111t y ror t heir rull equipment 

&114 IU'I:I8.De nt. 

The Polish Ambaa .. dor in tashl nston ie inot ruoted by 

hie Cover~ot to appeal to the President to lend bia 

valuable support to tho ondeavora or the Poliah ooverameat. 

Prt.a ~1D.1atar Oeoeral 91korek1 belieYea tbat, 1o view ot 

the extensi ve a i d wbiob the Ualted Statea ia ot present 

s t•ing to the u.s .s .H., the SoYht ooveraaent would 

undoubt edly giYe aari oua oonaidaratlon to the axpruaaioo 

or auoh support on the part or t bo Preaident in tho cnttor 

or tbe roraatlon ot t he Poliab arced uoits, i n aocordanoe 

with tbe ta l r and le~it~te da.anda or tho rol1ab 

October liO , lMl. 

I 
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Dear Miss Tullys 

The a ttached 

Mrs. Margaret Biddle 

November 13, 1941 

or the President from 

cerns a matter 1n whicn I 
understand Mrs. Roosevelt may be interested . There 
wil l , of course , a s far as we can t ell now, be no 
passport difficulties, but the Bri tish should be 
prepared to arrange transportation both coming and 
going. 

Mrs . Shipley of our Passport Division tells me 
that one of the similar Anglo-American organizations 
here 18 planning a banquet Monday night and i 1' the 

' plan outl i ned in the attached telegram is approved, they 
would very much l ike t o invit e the representa tives or the 
American organizat ions menti oned 1n the attached t elegram. 
Thi s information comes to me from Mrs . Shipley, to whom 
I shall be glad to paaa on any r eply that you may wish 
to make. 

Cordially, 

JoM~no Miss Grace TUlly, 
The White House . 



PD GRAY 

London 

Dated November 11, 1941 

Rto 1d 5 : 45p .m. 

Secretary c f State , 

I• ash 1110 t on. 

5391, NovEmber 11, 1941 9 p .m. 

PERSOIJ,.L FOR 'IHE PRESIDENT FRG I'ARO.i.RET BIDDLE . 

~ rtprrscntat1vt ocmmittcc o f British women 

has invit ed tt.c f ollowing American women's organizations 

to sene over to Britain one rcprtsrntntivE each to b t 

tb£ guESts of the British l'lOmen in order to afford 

them t h e opportunity t o obs erve British women ' s 

efforts 1n civil defense end &11 other fields : 

LeaguE of tio"l tn Voters; Omersl Federation of 

Wonrn 1 s Clubs; t.mcrioan ;.ssociOt ion of University 

'.rOJIItn; NationPl Fcdt'raticn of BusinEss rnd Profcs:~1onnl 

'•IOI!'tn; lit>tionnl \'lontn I s Tr adE Uni on LeaguE; Young 

l'lomrn ' s Chris t ian l.suocietion; 1'/omtn ' s National 

Dtrtcorc.tic Clubs; \/omen • s Notional Rcpubliccn Cluba; 

(/0\"'tn ' s nu.x1111lry of the ...r1ericnn Legion; Notional 

Comnittce of Church llonen; Nntionnl Council of Catholic 

•;,o.-,cn; Nctioncl Council of Jewish rlonm; ;.ssocicttd 

Country 
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'· . .... -2" # 5391 , Nov011bEr 11, 1941 , 9 p . r· . trom London 

Country 'ilor rn of t hE \lorl d ; :.ssistrnt DirEctor of 

Ci vilicn DEf EnsE ( l.tiss Elc isE Dr vi son ) . 

Thi s i d t ll would supplEmEnt nnd follow up our 

plon for intErEsting e n d inf orr1ing J.rJEriccn 1'/0'.•En 

oa t o thE r ol Es thEy clln EffEctivEly plcy in our 

own c ivil d EfEnsE pro5 r r.m . I p Er s onr.lly wou l d 

ChOOSE th E pr oer &t•\ t o bE f oll OW Ed h ErE i n ViEI'I Of 
.· 

"me. t I t h ink nost intEr Est i ng nne: t pplicc.bl E to cur 

c ountry' s d EfEnsE Effort . J ohn Wina nt , Tony ond I 

fE El t hct i f t hES E wot:l m cou ld com E ov Er to study 

WOr.tEn IS pc.rt in wnr it Will 1:\a 'v t C f c r - rEilChine and 
I 

b Elpf ul tf f EC t i n i.r!E r i ca . 

In EVEn t y ou approvE, it wi l l hEl P l'nd I would 

gr Ea tly apprtc ic. tE it i f you would s EE t ho t thE S t c. tE 

DEpertll' t n t is f o rEwarnEd of thi s invitc.t i on so tbct 

i f nnd whEn inquiriES c r t r·!i>d t cf thE DEpnr t"lEnt 

thEy wo uld und Ers t cnd thE situation , I s incErEly 

bop£ you wi l l sEE your way c lt llr t o s urg Es t t o t h E 

DEpnrtoEnt thc.t pc.sspc.rt end pt1ssq, E f r cilitiEs 

bE workEd out f or thESE f our tEEn womm . 

'.ii th n ffEct1onctE rtgc.r ds . 

Il.I.S 

, 
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DEPART MENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

November 19 . 1911 

My dear Mr. President : 

I am enclosing a copy of a memorandum dat ed Novem­
ber 17, 1941 from the Poli sh Ambassador, Mr . Ciechanowski , 
embodying certain information communicated to the Polish 
Foreign Office in London by tne Polish Ambassador t o the 
Soviet Uni on wi tb regard to t he extent to whicn the Soviet 
Government has l ived up t o its undertaki ngs with the 

Polish Gover nment to nmeliorate the s i tuation of the 
Polish people now in the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Ciechanoweki requested t hat t his memorandum be 
brought t o your personal attention i n view of hi s recent 
conversation with y 

Enclosure : 

Polish Ambassador ' s 
memorandum dated 
November 17 , 1941 . 

The President, 

The 'ilhi te House. 

this subject. 

yours, 



I 

i Drl'nrlmr111 or •tntr 

.., ...... .. ... 

t tUtt dr•flt-d 

•• 
lltl8 

The Preeldent 

----· -

1 



I KIMOR.t. N DUK 
----------------------

The SOYiet GoTernaant had agreed to ooaply with the 

tollowill8 raquaate ot the l'olieh Gonrmunt : 

I. tmaadiata releaae ot all Poliah oitiaana t roa pri­

aona, oonoantratioo oa.»• aod a~• ot ooa~ulaorr 

labor a 

II. The aatabliabaant ot aattl ... nta tor Poliah depor­

tee& to be tize4 in undaratanding with the Poliah 

aut.horit1e a1 

III. ProTiaioo ot taoilitiea tor iaproT~nt ot the or1-

t1oal -tarial and oult.ural situation ot the depor­

t•••• 
IV. GraotiOS ot taoilitiaa tor aid and oaeiatanoo trom 

foreign aouroea und the distribution ot auoh holp 

b7 the Polish authoritiaa, 

.t.ooor4iD8 to the lateat. ioteraetion reoeiT&d trom t he 

Poliah labaaay in U. S. S. R. with reterenoe to the aituation 

ot the Poliah o1T1lian population (Poliah deportee&) i n 

Ruaaia, the tollow1Q8 deTalopaent.a h8Te taken pl6oa during 

the laat taw weaka: 

l , 4 great IIAJor1t7 ot t he deportee• are atill baing 

kept i o oa.pulaory labor oaapa. 

2, rraa railway trenaportatioo 1a being granted oo.l.7 

to peraona relaaaad troa pr1aona and ooooantrat.ion 

oaapa. .t.a to the ~ioder ot daporte .. , whi oh 
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Whioll _..,. a sr .. t uJorl\7 or tu., auoh rna 

ra.U~ tranaporhUon 1a H1JI6 4unh4 on UW 

&rOilll4a , tbat the ezpenaea allould be oovered b7 

t he POliah ooveraaent. A• t he POll ah Ooverament 

hoa no tunda to tinanoe the tranaportation , 

ot auoh a oona14enble nuaber ot people, who have 

bean 4eporte4 to Ruula •salnat their will b7 tbe 

soviet oove~nt, the Poliah author1tiea •ll88••ted 

that an appropriue ore41t or loan to that ettaot 

be uantad to the Poliah OOvermaant b7 the SOYiet 

ooveraaent. so tar no an.wer haa been reoeivad to 

\Aie augceetion. 

•• a reault ot reoent ~'r developments in 

auaa1a a new algratlon ot Poliah people i a takins 

plaoe aouthwar4. 411 thea• Polea are oo~letal7 

deat1tuta, without •nT meana ot aubaiatanoa nnd 

reoeiva no oaaiatanoa trom the sovi et authoritiea. 

~. Hitherto, the soviet oove~nt bAa not tultllled 

ita proaiaea to releaaa the a1ok, ased end oll114ren 

trc. oo~ulaory labor and to proTide tor th•• a 

a1D1••• or tood auppll .. and euantiala. It 1a 

pointed out that about 100.000 people are balDs 

direoted to oabekatan tor labor in very hard oon­

diUona. 

4. •• tar aa toreisn help 1• oonoerned, the aituation 

ia atill uneat\ lad in apite ot the aaauranoaa ot 

t he SOYiat autborltiee. It 1• impoaaibla to obtain 
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obtain so~iet ~iaaa tor r elief exPeditions troa 

Britiah I ndi a to Taahkont. The collaboration or 

the Sortot Gonrmunt with t ba American Red Crou 

haa not yet matorializod, 

Under thaaa oirauastanoea it baa been iaposaible tor 

t he FOliah authoritiea i n U. S. S. R. to eatablieh permanent 

oentera or aid and aadatanoa to the Poli sh daporteea. 

On the oontrary, l ateat information soea to ahow that 

ann aCDe or the ottioial delesates tor Raliat or t he Po­

lish Eabaeay i n u.s.s.a. are beins arrested and are ra­

oeirtna no protaot1on or aaaiatanoe tram the looal So~iet 

authoritiaa. 



~~ dear Mr. President : 

40 Berkeley Square, 
London, w. I . 

December 2, 1941 . 

I want you to know that I deeply appreciate the 
honor that you have paid me by appointing me Minister 
to the Yugoslav and Greek Governments , as wel l as 
Minister to the Provisi onal Czechoslovak Government , 
established here . The added confidence which you have 
thus shown 1n me is a source of real gratification, 
pride and encouragement . I assure you moreover, that 
I shall do everything in my power t o justi fY this con­
f i dence and friendship, which I value so highly. 

On the occasion of my presentation of credential s , 
Kin& Peter emphasized his most profound gratitude for 
your continued recognition of his Government as well as 
for your past evidences or sympathy and friendship. 
There was not a Yugoslav throughout the world, he said, 

The President, 

The White House , 

Washington, o.c. 

who 
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who did no t wholeheartedly share his feelings toward 

you. 

Upon presenting my credentials to Dr . Benes, on . . ... 
the Czechoslovak National Day, he l ikevrl se requested me 

to convey to you an expression of his and his compatriots' 

deep gratitude for your recognition of his Government, 

and for other proofs of your valued friendship and g r eat 

kindness . 

Moreover , he recentl y asked me to tell you that 

information which he had received from reliabl e secret 

sources in Prague and in Berlin, indicated that in about 

three months there might be expected to be signs of the 

commencement of a move by the military l eaders of Germany 

to take over from t he Nazi regime ; f or some weeks , Benes 

had been recei ving secret advices from his agents in 

Prague and other i mportant centers in Czechosl ovakia, 

poi nting to this . He considered these reports especially 

interesti~since in most cases they quo t ed t he German 

Reichwehr of ficers of occupation~who had s hown an inclina­

t ion to "open their mouths rather widely" . Only in 

recent days moreover , Or. Benes had received reports of 

like character from secret sources in Berlin. They had 

gone on to say that a divi sion of opinion had come about 

between the Reichwehr and the Nazi reg ime at the time 

t he decision was made to attack Russia. 

The plan of attack that the Nazi element had ordered, 

envisaged 
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envisaged a front from the Arctic to the Black Sea; 

the Re ichwehr ' s plan called for a dri ve on Southern 

Russia, aiming, (a) at the capture of the Caucasus 

oil fields and (b) at the Caucasus as a potenti al 

springboard for further actlon i n the Middl e- Eas t , 

The unde~stimated forcea of Rus sian resistance 

and sever e German losses in personnel and equipment had 

since t hen s erved to widen t he cl eavage between high 

Nazi and militar y circles . Hence, the information 

which Benes had at hand pointed to the possibil i ty of an 

open split between these e l emen ts sometime , say, between 

early L!arch and May . Dr . Benes concluded with the r emark 

that the aforementioned informations had confirmed the 

impression which for somet ime he had been gaining, t hat 

Hitl e r was headed f or a fall wi th mathematical precision, 

and tha t hi s fall was closer a t hand than many polit i cal 

l eader s on this side had any idea of , 

In my audience with the King of Greece , he elso 

requested me to convey t ,o you an expression of Hi s , of 

His Government ' s , and His peopl e ' s deep sense of gratitude 

f or your recognition of His Government and for all your 

gr eat kindness . He is looking forward with real pleasure 

and interest to going to the United States shortl y after 

January 5th. 

Again, I want you to know how happy and proud I 

am 
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am of your confidence, and that I shall l eave no s t one 

unturned towards justifyi ng i t , Margaret i s just as 

delighted and interested as I run, and joins me in these 

assurances . 

With warmest regards and all our good wishe s , I am 

Faithful ly your s , 

.,.-"'.j ~ •. ,I I.._ ·"' 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 12, 1941. 

MEKORAHDUM FOR 

TONY BIDDLE 

I .!ent1oned your nume t o a 
caller , today sa:rin.':l ''AMbassador 
Biddle. The caller s aid ~ou 
mean old Doctor t)iddle . Ho bas 
nine , e leven or f ifteen well­
known pa t i ent s whot'l he baa t.o 
v1s1 t every day, hold t heir haDda 
l ook at thei r tongue~ , ~nd t ake 
t heir pulses. He must be a 
r emarkable Doctor because they 
all have d1.f fer ent diseas es and 
he pleases them all•. 

From now on, you are 
for mally designat ed as •old 
Dr . Bi dd l e , the family friend". 

F. D. R. 



, 

--
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 1) , 1941. 

Please sand enol oocd to 

Tony B1ddle. 

:r.o.R. 



/ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dococber 13 , 1941. 

COtiJ'U1!='911U. 

FOR BI DDLE: 

The Nor.vog i an f amily c.all 
seems to take on nn a ver u, ·e ot a c ont h 
or 9i x \feeka to got here via t h e t;or ­
weglnn Lega tion. 

••i t hout ag o!Jci ng t o t he ~.or­
':loginn Covor nment about it will you usk 
t h o Cro.m Prince und tbe Ki ng whether 
t hoy would care to send their t w:llly 
ma l l tn u l arge envelo,le s ealed i n c.y 
oare via our St~te De art~ent go"oh? 
This might save delayu. I s t hor o any 
possibtllt7 or visit ooon? It •:ould 
g ive us al l much pleasure. 

ROOS&'VELT 

lllCLA:;S IPIZD 
Br llorut7 /.:cl>•v \ or the u.s. 



, 

P$F. J · t 

THr: UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

December 16, 1941 

Liy de o.r 1:r . Pre IIi don t : 

At the request of Aobasso.dor Biddle, I am bring­

ing the attached telegram from h1m to your personal 

attention. 

Believe r.o 

Enc . 
Norweg ian Sories ,,15 
from Biddle 

The President, 

The \'Illite House . 

ly yours, 

I 
4 -

6 ~ ... , ) 



-

I'll! 
Thi s t c l r.v,r nm mus t b r. 
closEly Ul'l'Nlhr~sEd bF.­
forE br.ing co~municP.tEd 
to C'.n:•on r. • ( SC) 

1'1£' sh ington , 

DECEmbEr 15 , 9 u, m. 

!"0~ '~' "!'.: ""·lOC.P. SEC~TARY . 

London 

Dnt cd DEcEmbr. r . l5, 1941 

REc ' d 5 : 00 p . m. 

N01'\1Eg1An SEriES l>lo . 15 FROM BIDDU: , 

I should E"'"E0 .tly npryr Ec iat E .vour rr.y i ng to t i'E 

Pr to i <1r.nt t ;.n t I shl'l l l t ~'.kE uu ml'.il ouEst ion P.t 

u .rl y mEE t in~ 1·/i th t hl: King . 

Two. Cro~<~n Pri ncE i s now in Lisbon ""'"ti ng 

E".rly Cli'l>:>Er pl'.e Sl'.fE t o thl: UnitEd StatES, For 

r EI'.sons of s r.curi t~' • hr. c.• rn ~ stly l:lOoEs his f lip:ht 

b e t rE 'tEd i n strict Est confi dEncE . 

WIIVANT 

NK 



-
THE UNDER SECRETARY O P STATE 

WAS HINGTON 

December 17, 1941 

My dear Mr . President : 

In r eply to the inquiry contained in your memor andum 

of December 17 regarding the telegram sent on December 16 

by Ambassador Biddle stat i ng thll t the "Russie.ns have con­

sented to take psr t i n the proposed conference ", I am en­

cl osing copi es of the earl i er te l egrams dealing with this 

matter . 

In brief, the proposed conference now scheduled to 

be held the latter pert of t his month is a conference to 

protest against t he action taken by the Germans against 

the civilian population in the occupied countries and to 

declare that those individual s respons i ble t or the crimes 

committed against the ci vilian population 1n these reg ions 

shal l be dul y punished therefor . 

Under pr esent cond1tion11 I see no reason why the 

United States shoul d not partici pate . I f you agr ee , we 

The President, 

The 11hi te House • 



•nill send appropriate instru ctions to Ambassador Biddle . 

De l ieve me 

Enc l osures : 
Po l ish Series : 

No . 44 , November 26, 
No . 54 , December 15, 
No . 55, December 16. 

Fa thtul1y yours, 

I 
" 



.\LH 
TltiG trlCO'l"""W r.u:it ~c 
cl oatly ,:;r-(hr- ccc;. 1\::­

fo::-: "otin3 oo'!t·lunic•tEt': 
to .,,yonc . (br) 

SEc:·- ·,;·ry Of Stntt, 

!:·.oh1nlltc.n . 

':'R!PLE: PRIORITY 

DECEmber 1S, B ) . ~ . 

?o11&h Str1:c 55 . 

London 

D·.ttd Dtctcbt r 16 , 19-:J. 

Rcc ' d 2 p . r.l , 

;:y M, DEcEmbEr 15 1 7 l) , m, 

Po11 sh Fol'Eig.1 0 t'f1oE now s t atEs Ruaslan s havE 

OOi'IGC.:tEd tO t!\kE 'lart in prO"DOSEd confC"ECICE , 

1:iiNANT 



PP. 
Tht~ tElEgr am muct bt 
clo~Ely peraphran sd bE­
forE b:: i r.:; canmur.l.cattd 
to anyon E, ( br) 

SECrEtary of Stnt E, 

·:l&nr.in::: ton . 

RUSl! 

DtCEll\btr 15, 7 p .m. 

London 

Dnttd DEctmbEr 15, 19H 

R:c•cl 2 : 20p .m. 

Poli sh SEriES 54 from Bidcll.E 

Polish Covcrnmcnt at instencE of alliEd 

govErnmEnts :stobli~i~cd in Lo!ldon h &$ e~a 1n 

s pproechccl mE rEgardinG participation ir. con-

f trcncE dt:Jcri bEd in n y 44, ~:ov~mo~r 26, 2 p .m. 

ThEy now pr oJ;03 E hol!O.in(; m E£ tin:; in la tc 

DEcEmbEr ~nd :xprts~ hopE that in vi<:l: of chr.n.:; td 

int:rn& t.icnol si tuat1on Amtriclln r cprtsEntetivt 

to t.lli t d £:0VErnmtnts ~:.' t &k E part 11 in SentE 

ccpacity us thE rtpr~s~ntntivEs of GrEet ilr itain, 

Sovi :t Rt•ssic end China, i. E, ea their ~;u cst , not 

t.n nc tuel pc.r tic ipon t" . 

I undcrstenc Eri tia:1 Government is pr ·po.r:d 

t o bt rcpr:umt:d ou t nEithEr USSR nor Chine r.c.s 

yet r.cccp t cd . 

I hsv t i ndicc.tcd doubt &s to c.d viscbili ty of 

our partiCi?C tion but r :qu ~st ~notructl.ons , 



. • U! 
This trlegr•m nust be 
closely p~r p~-~sed be­
fore b Eing communio~t~d 
to "nyon t , (br) 

Seorc~ry or St,tc , 

•:: o. shi ngtcn , 

RUSH 

November 26, 2 p . m. 

l..ondon 

D ted November 26 1 1941 

Reo 1 d 12 :05 p , c , 

Polish srriE3 number 44 from Biddle • 

.• cting Foreign l'nistcr R"'.c;z;ynsk1 infor.:ls oc 

th•t "'.S "'. result of consult tiona betr•ccn the • 111ed 

~overnmcnts no" cst:1.bl1shEd in London it is pro~ oscd 

to issue " joint dechr·tion b•acd on the s ·temc.'lt 

~""de by President Rooocvrlt '\nd Prime .• inistEr Churchill 

on October 25, 19411 protesting ~go.ins t the violenccv 

cocL ittEd g•inst the civil ;:;opul•tion in the Oc~u picd 

Countries , 

ThE text or the J'lint Dcol r'\tion Hhich h'1s bttn 

llgi' U () up<"n b" the Governments or Pol nd, Czechoslo­

v ki::-. , Norrt'\y, the oitt.'ltrl•ndo 1 BelgiuM, Lu;umburg1 

Yugos hvi '\ 1 GreEce nd the ll,t1on'l Frmch Committee 

is in aubs t nee '1S follo•··s : 

ThEy 11 co~~it thcmsclvec to a con .on dccl r -

t1on , Since thE begin'ling or the prcocnt oonflict, 

Oerr::an:;, by her policy of 9 ·rr•sion, has established 

a regime or terror in the occupied countri•a, charuc ­

terizcd by imprisonment , mass deportation, execution 

or hostages qnd rAs>acrcs , The allies nd associates 

or Germany 



-~ :lovt!!lber 2u, 2 p ,.: , , from London 

of Cerm~ny art 1lao involved in these crimea and in 

some cases even the n~tions of the occupied countries 

ave participated in them . 

Recall inn that in tcrno. tional law t>nd speo11'1-

ct>lly the terms of the Hague Conventi on or 1~0? 

forbid any belligerent in an occupied cDuntry from 

violrnoc agnina t the ai v11 population, brenk inc of 

cxistinc l~ws nd overthr ow or national ins~1tutiona, 

the sign~tories of tht dcclnr\t1on -,(firm th'lt the 

violences comoitttd ng.,inot the civil population hnve 

noth1ng in common with the concept of an act of wnr 

or of a politicnl offense ; take note of the declara­

tior.s made on October 25 by the Prcsidrn t of the 

UnitEd States r.nd thr. !1r1t1 sh Prime Mi nis ter; place 

among the principle a ins of the W!lr t he punishment 

by means of org!lni~cd justice of t hose guilty or or 

rcs!onsible for these crimes , nncther they hnve 

ordered, perpetrated or port1cip~ted in them ; 'lnd 

intend to sEE th••t t.'l03e culJ'"lbl£ or responsible , 

of wh!\ trver nh tl on•.li ty , sh·.ll or sought out, trice 

and jndgcd nnd th·\t the execution of the srntenoes 

shall be assured, 

It is rropoacd to is~11e thls dcclar"\tion nt a 

me eting to be held at Saint J:>mcs 1 s Pelllcc on or 

about Dcct11btr 2 1 1941, 



~3- NovEmbEr 26 , 2 p . m., f r om London 

about DEc embEr 2 , 1 941, ThE idr•. is to hold thE 

cErEmony a s soon c. s possiblE af tEr t hE BErlin Anti~ 

ComintErn ConfErEncE, ThE mEEting is to bE opEn to 

thE prEss , Count Raczynski adds that it is ~lso 

pl".nnEd to havE " thE grEat powErs fri endly to thE 

continrnt" rEpresEntEd at thE mEEting; n::mEly, 

GrE=.t ilrit!!in, thE Dom1n1ons ~.nd thE SoviEt Un ion , 

I undc•st.~ ncl thE critish i:tovtr nmEnt is prEp:lrEd 

to givE thE mEEting its blEssing a nd has .".grEEd to 

bE rr prrsEntrd on condi tion tha t thE Soviet Government 

pErcEivEs no ohjEction to thE mrEt ing -,nd :. lso hns 

its rE prEsEnt- ti' 'E ~. ttEnd , 

In th~t C" SE I undErst~nd Mr , Churchill or 

•• r . EdEn will spEa k :: s thE rEprtsEntnti vE of GrEa t 

Britain, All thE rEprEsrntn tivEs of thE friEndly 

ffOVErnmEnts vtill bE invitEd to spEak briEfly af tEr 

thE v :>rious signatoriEs h~. vE ExprEssEd thEir v1£v•s , 

Count R~czynsk1 tElls mE h£ has bEEn rEquEstEd 

by thE othEr ".ll1td govErnmEnts Es t ablishEd in London 

to ·1scrrt~in v'hEthrr thEy rrr y invitE to this mEEting 

thE AmEricam Envoy accrEditEd to thrm , ThEy hopE, 

bt stat s , th~ t I !llt\y b E prEsEnt ~nd !llt\kE a briEf 

st<~ tEmEnt a long thE linEs of thE PrEsidEnt ' s statEmEnt 

of OctobEr 25 in c:ondEmn'l t1on of thE Gtrmnn ntvt ordEr . 

I told 



- 4- NovEtnber 26, 2 p . b ; , from L0 ndon 

I t old Count R'l0z··nsk1 tha t I srrious ly doubted 

wh r tiler it wo u ld br frasiblr for me r1thrr to ::> ttend 

such a meeting or to spra k but tha t I should rrqurst 

i ns true t i ons . 

'."ISB 



TH E WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

Deoeillber 17, 1941 . 

i..'».tOR.•JfDlJl...l FOR 

To 1tha t does t!lis rater ? 

F. D. P. 

Cable London, Dat ed Deo . 16 , 8 p .m. Polish Series 55 · & Deo . 15 , 7 p .m. Polish Series 54 from Biddle 



PS F: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 20, 1941 . 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

THE STATE DEPARTt!ENT 

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY 

TO THE KING FOR UY SI GNATURE. 

F . D. R. 

Message conveyed by Prince 
Oiav of Norway on behalf of King 
Haakon, dated Dec. 20th. 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

In r eply refer to 
PR 811. 001 noosevelt, F. D. / 7386 

D~ccmb~r ~9 , 1941 . 

lly dear General ~.atson : 

I am transmitting here~ith a copy of a telegram 

dated December 24, 1941, receiv~d from the American 

Ebbassy in London t ransmi tting a Christmas message 

for the President fro~ the Honor able Anthony J . 

Drexel Biddle, Jr ., and Mrs . Biddle. 

Sincerely your s , 

Ell closure: 
Copy of telegram. 

MaJor General Edwin l! , Y.atson, 

Secretary to the President, 

The White House. 



/ 

!l Drpartnorut of IJtntr 

f!SC~OSUR& 

TO 

l~eUtr drartcd 

Gcno l'~o l 1\u tson 

.. --·----· ·--



r 
3S 

&ccrrt•ry of Stc.tc , 

.. ah1n ton . 

6203, Twtnt -four~~ . 

FOR T-.!: :-Rt:SII:t:. • 

PL.. Il' 

London 

J~tcd Occcmbtr 24, 194) 

R£c 1d . 5 ~ •• 

"Our Chr~st:.::.~ ~>rc•rnt to you is conplctc act 

or nrst cditio!'ls :r .11 of t.'!c ?riLE ·~i!'listcr'e 

0001ca . E •.rE h:>.Ving them bound ~n lt::thtr •n(l 

·•ou vr1ll ~3k tb t author to ~utogr:.ph them for you 

uvon h1 s return. 

1'1 the ncr: yc·r . 

~ope to send thEm to you t~rly 

O•;r love ·.na Chr1s tnr.s .•ret tinga . 

-:t.I..NT 



40 , Berkeley Square, 

London , .. • ,1. 

December ~1. 1941 . 

My dear oor . Pres ident : 

Nothing bas given me such a real kick as your 

memo of December 12. To have been formally desig-

nat ed dOld Dootor Biddle, the family friend " by the 

man I cons id er the "world ' s Number One for all time" 
___.. ---- --- ----

--- and at a moment when he was up to his neck i n 

making pl ans of historic bearing , has touched me 

deeply. The faot, moreover , tha t you consider that 

my treatment of your patient s qualifies me as "Doctord 

is !or me a sourc e o! real 6r st i!1oation and encour-

asement . It spurs me on to bigger and hotter appli-

cat ions and bi gger and better piqures . Only today 

I inJected the whole ward with your J oint Decl aration , 

and am happy to report that the patients all reacted 

nicely. By tonight you will have had my cables 

stating that they all cSJne through in good shape and 

that 



• 

- 2 -

that their respect lve representatives in ilsshington 

would be prepared to sign thta history ~aking doou-

mont . Every day that passes I become more proud 

of being a member of your official family circle , 

hence you may wall picture the extent Lo which thas 

s ense of pride has been boosted by my designation 

ae "Old Doctor Biddl e, the fami ly friend ." 

Uy very warmest and bast Greetin6S for the 

/lew Year 

Faithf~l~ 

.-;-"'21'- - )' 

The President, 

The \Vhi t e Bouse, 

7rash1ngton. 
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