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-COPY-HLdeL ... 
From La Paz, Bolivia , 
~•-ua±-.- -

September ? , 1933. 

e> 

I have just recei wd your confidential airmail letter 

or Au;ust 26th , requesting such information as I oay hove regard­

ing tho story that our (10vsrnment has been backing Bolivia vrith 

arms and money, 

Thi s is the first that I have heard of this rumor . In my 

opinion the r umor must have originated as a growth from one root 

and one rumor . A story was current a year ego , but has decroeaed 

in currency since then , that tho te~ard Oil C~pany was f inonc­

in · Bolivia in the war , Denials or th~.> truth o; • his story vo 

boe:t rre uont fro::l ·.o .. or~ , from the local Standard 011 A.:{nt , 

end rron Bolivi~ offici ole , I think no Bolivian believes tho 

otory, althou1h he wishes it had truth . The feet lies in tho pur­

obese by the Bol ivian govornrnont or second- hand uniformu and equip­

mont , I heve seen 11 . s . li!llrine Corps buttons and othor inaignie 

when the goods were imported about e year ego, In La Paz , I hove 

seen no soldiers dressed in Amurlcan uniforms , but probabl y they 

he ve been used el sel'lh ere , 

This letter is in the nature or a prel iminary report , I 

shall be very discreet in ay inquiries . You will be inrorcod or 

any infornation secured , . This l otter is being wr1 tton now in order 

to catch the lest airmai l for n week, 



J.lTom Buenos Aires , Argentine. . 

~onfidential r eport . Septertber 6 , Hl33. 

I have much pl easure in referring to your airmail letter 
to me of Ausust 26, 1933 , suegestin~ that I send you a maaorandum 
by air mail as promptly as possible , ror your personal and confi­
dential information , on tho rumors that tho United States hao heon 
backing Bolivia IV i th arns and money . 

The memorandum indicates that the two kno'm sources of t hese 
rumors are the Havas A;·enoy Md inter ests identified with the 
Argentine Government petroleum corporation . I have some hope that 
i n the next two weeks 1t '111.11 be possible to ident 1fy aooura tely 
the official in the Yaoimien tos Petroliferos Fiscales , tho Argen­
t i ne oil company , who has been putting out propaganda by word of 
mouth . I doubt if he will be suffici entl y indiscreet to arrord 
documentary evidence . 

An acquaintance or mine , an American priest from Chicago , has 
just returned from a four months tour throul';h Parap-uay and that 
part of the State of t!atto Grosso borderill{: on Paraguay and Bolivia. 
He is a keen observer and spent some time carin~ for the Parahuayan 
wounded in their hospital ships and in their i mprovised hospitals . 
Ho r eports that he received no indi cation from tho soldiers fi &}lt­
ing Bolivians that they reel Bolivia has the support of the United 
States . On the other hand , their impression and recollection is 
that tho better Bol ivian figh t ers are German officered , that the 
planes are flown mostl y by Germans , assisted by seven Bolivian air­
men , and the gr eater part or captured ammunition and 1mr supplies 
indicates German manufacture . Uotor trucks and automobiles are of 
American make , but they know that most or them wer e purchased in 
Argentina from Argentine agents and the1 r reeling l'mS that Bolivian 
tin money provi des the sinews of war rather than money from the 
United States . He travelled about the country habitually as an 
American priest , and found the Catholi c tassion stations established 
by the Redemptorist Order in the United States to have the respect 
of Paraguayans and Brazilians . There is no anti- American propaganda 
at this time in the north of Argentina, as reported to me by Consul 
Bailey on returni ng from a two weeks trip or obser vation through 
all of the northern Argentine Provi nces . On the o t her hand, he 
l earned that t he best Provincial newspapers in the Province• Santa 
Fe , Cordoba , Salta, Tucuman , Jujuy and Catamarca are all interested 
in subscribing t o the weekly ai rmail editori al and news service 
recently inaugurated by Ur . Joshua B. Powers from !lew York . 
Ur . Powers is the American representative of the PRENSA or Buenos 
Aires , and sailed for the United States on Au~st 26 . If you are 
interested in his impressions or intiii:ato gossip and rumor now 
current 1n Argent ina , I know that he would be most glad to come to 
,/ashington and see you . He has been , in his recent three months 
stay in Argentina, closely i denti f i ed with the efforts or a group 
or l eading American business men , wi th whom I am al so associated , 
i n studying f ore i gn organi zed propaganda in Argentina with a view 
to the development of successful measures that may be taken , c i t her 
individually or coll ectively, by Americans here for self protection 
if it may be necessary in the early future . 



I~OriMIDUM . 

There has been no recent revi val 1n Argentina e i ther in the 

press or 1n press anenc les of the rumors prevalent in this country 

between December , 1932 , and ~arch , 1933 , to the effect that ~he 

United St ates was supportinG Bolivia throu&h the sale or soldiers ' 

equipment , ai rpl anes , motor trucks and other automot i ve equipment , 

gasoline and oils , and tho suppl y of cred its necessary to make 

purchases of these materials , The only r ecent rumor on this sub­

ject was a Havas telegraphic report published in a Chilean news­

paper in Iquique , Chile , to the effect that the Standard Oil Com­

pany is continuing its assistance to t he Bolivian Government in 

order t o ensure an Argentine outlot for its oil welle in Sout h­

eastern Bolivia . 

The sources of past rumors are various . United Press des­

patches from Paraguay carried tho story l ate l ast year that Boli­

vian prisoner s had been taken clothed i n ol d American army uniforms 

still beari ng the Amer ican military metal button . Tho roport was 

given circulation without editorial comnent in the Spanish and 

English pr ess of Buenos Aires a nd rece ived an explanation sent out 

by Bolivia throuoh the same press agency to the effect that uniforms 

for Bolivian s oldiers had been bought in various countries , includ­

ing a lot of discarded American army uniforms punchased from a dealer 

in aecond- hand clothing , The fact that some bu ttons still r emained 

waa described as an over sight to which the United Stat es was not a 

party , i n that American army r ogulations prescribe that all military 

buttons and other form or insi onia must be removed from condemned 

oloth1n0 prior to an offer for sale for non- military purposes . 
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The source or the rumor that the ~tandard Oil Company is sup­

pl ying the Bolivian Coverncent with funds ror the purchase of petrol 

and other war material has not been ascertained with exacti t ude , 

The rumor hod wide circulation in Buenos Aires and other Argentino 

towns by word of mouth and without the sponsorship or press agencies 

or newspapers , Officials or the Standard Oil CoMpany in Argentina , 

Bolivia , Chile , Peru, and in the United States have been unsuccess­

f ul in definin · the source , and or my own certain knowledge there 

was only one person or responsibil ity in this country, Dr . Ernesto 

Aguirre , President of the Buenos Aires Bolsa de Comercio , who dis­

cussed the rumor With me and said that in his opinion it was based 

on the r aot that the Standard Oil Conpany has had o supply of pipe 

in its Southeastern Bolivian operation which is some 90 miles from 

the nearest Standard Oil produoinr, wells in tho Province of Salta 

in Argentina , and the presence or this pipe gave basis to unfriendly 

statements that the Standard Oil Company intended to join their 

Bolivian product~ wells to the Argentine wells , with an ultimate 

pi pe line extension to tho Paraguay River and the inland water 

transportation services of tho River Plate vystem. 

It is true , and the sta t ement i s con:irmod to mo by the manabo­

ment of the Standard 011 Company in South America that a small supply 

of pipe bad been kept in store in tho Bolivian fie lds but has now 

been removed to Salta, i n Ar~entina , It is also true t.1a t the 

Standard Oil co~pany has set up a s~l still "or the production or 

gasoline rroa Bol1 vi an crude oil W1 th a capaoi ty au1'f1cient to t olm 

care ol' tho Boli vi em denanu i n the a out hern and eon t • ·n lo lao. s or 

that Republic . Gasoline supplieo for the plateau area , includin~ 

La Paz , >Ind avit tion ~asoline u·e supplied from tho ::Jtnndard 0 11 

pro llw: i ng 
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producing wells i n Peru and delivered via ~ollendo , Peru , to La 

Paz tor Ustribution . T'\• '.'IIIM(:er1ent of the .;;tondard Oil justi fy 

their lotion i n th i s r espect as neces:~m"· t o sateF;Uar<l the> ti tlo 

to their conoessionn in Boll via and to preserve t'le t cma o ·• their 

contract With the Bolivian ;ovorn~nt . They believe that the wells 

and distillery would havo boon confiscated by the Bolivian Oovernmcnt 

i f tho company had r efused cooperation . 

The rUI:!or circulated by word or mouth and vrithout press or 

newspaper co~ent , so tar as I know, to the effect that the United 

States was providin~ credits and actual currency tor the purchase 

ot war material for Bolivia , is a t tributable to several s ources and 

based on some considerations or t act in tha t Americaw dollars and 

American exchange have been utilized in payment of purchas es of 

trucks , tires , and foodstuffs for the use of Bolivia . A press report 

i ssued out of New York by tho Havas Agency at tho timo Oen oral Hans 

Kundt l eft Oermany for his r eturn to Bolivia via tho United Stat•s 

l ast autumn intimated that the Oeneral had visited influential 

American business interests in the United States with a view to ob­

taining credits for Bolivia . This report was ;iven some circulation 

i n Argentina but did not cause much discussion or any editorial 

collll!lllnt . Purchases or motor trucks , automobiles , and tires in Argen­

tina tor shipment to BoliVia before the Argentine Oovornoa1t imposed 

a strict censorship upon all mater i al passing over tho northern 

rail way systems for entry into Bolivia , wer e paid in Ar(lcntine pesos 

obtained through the sale of American exchange . This eta teMent is 

corroborated to me by tho bank managers who made the conversions . 

I have inquir ed as to tho source of this American exchange and find 

that 



- 4 -

that i t originated in London or from the gol d reserves that ~re 

then existent i n Bolivia . Tho exohange bills out of London 1mr e 

obtained through the exercise of tho legal option whi ch grants to 

to the Bolivian Gover nment tho ri?~t of first refusal on all ex­

change bills arising from tho exportation or tin . All Bolivian t i n 

is shipped to ~ngland for s cel t in • ond the storl in; bills were con­

verted into doll ars, reichmarks , or francs , in aooordanoe with t he 

financial needs of the Bolivian Gover nment . Dr . Patina , t he Bol i­

vian tin magnate who lives in Paris , is alleged by two bank managers 

t o have made the necessary bankin ; arrangemen ts in Lonclo n and Paris 

to permit those operat i ons . 

In purchaees of aoall quantities of f oodstuffs in the ?rovinee 

of Salta for tho use of Bolivian t roops before the practice was made 

impos~ ble by the i mposition of otrict export control , American 

twenty-dollar gold pi eces 1;ere used f or payment . Tho ci rculation 

of t his gold in the northern Provinces of Argentina was the cause 

of fairly wi de-spread gossip, and its source was att ributable to the 

Standard Oil Company ascribed partly as a portion of the bribes al­

leged to have been paid to t he Provincial Gover nment of Salta t or tho 

enactment of recent concessions thare in favor of the S tandard Oil 

Company, and partly as Standard Oil contribution ~o tho Government 

of Bolivia. The fact is that this uold was part of the g old re­

serve in Bolivia and was utilized as long as pos sible befor e the 

Bolivian Gover nment had to r esort t o t he printing prose . I t will be 

seen from these rumors t hat the Standard Oil Company received unique 

prominence . There has been no discuss i on in Argentina of possible 

interest on tho part of the Guggonhoims and none with relation to 

special interests or American banks . Competitive interests of the 
Standard 
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Standard Oil Company have been wa tched carefully and it is the con­

sidered opinion of the Standard Oil management in South Americe that 
none of these rumors amana t ed trom their British competitors , the 
Shell Mex Company . It is believed that i ndividual officers of the 

Argentine governmental petrol eum industry, the Yaci miontos Petrolt­
feros Fiscales , are not innocent , although no printed statements have 
appeared in the monthly publication or theY . P. F. or i b Argentine 
newspapers that may be attributable directly to the Yacimientos 
Petroliferas Fiscales or any of its officers . 

In the dtacussion that has taken place durin- the current ses­
sion of the Argentine National Congress with respect to t he petrol eum 
law and the constitutionality of the concessione granted this year 
by the ProVince or Salta to the Standard Oil Company , charges and 
counter- charges were made , including sta temonts by Ingeniero 

Silveyra , the Director of the Yacimicntos Petroliferas Fiecales , 
that ref l ected on the integrity of the governmental and other offi­
cials of the Province of Salta as well as the Standard Oil Company, 
but in the heated exchange of pe rsonalities ther e was no reference 
made to Standard Oil support of BoliVia . The attack was centered 

in the alleged purpose or the Standard Oil Company to establish 
a monopoly of production in this country at the expense of the 

national oil interests , As the activiti es or the Yacimicntos Petro-

liferos Fieoales in Salta were unpopular , the Govcrnnent of 1hat 
Province did not negl ect the opportunity presented to expote the 
uncommercial habits of tho Government oil indus try . 

During the month or August , 1933, I detailed a member of the 

office to proceed on an official visit through all or the towns of 

the northern Provinces or Argentina to ascertain the att itude of 
the 
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the Provincial press , both editorially and from the point or view of 
management , on publi c questions that may involve American relatione 
wi th this country . The consul was accompanied on his trip by 
!.!r . Joshua B. Pov1ers , proprietor of the Joshua B. Powers Company 
of !lew York, London , Paris , Berlin, and Buenos .~roa , who is the 
representative in the United States or the PRENSA or Buenos Aires , the 
l argest and c:ost responsible newspaper in South Al:lerica . The consul 
reported to me aft er a two weeks trip to all of the provincial towns 
in the north of the ~epublic that there is no subsidized foreign press 
service nor any ascertainable form or organized propaganda in Argen­
tina directed to the Provincial newspapers either gratuitousl y or on 
a fee basis at this time . Certain or the larger papers in Cordoba , 
Salta , and Tucuman subscribe to the better tnown press agencies under 
contract to the lead in • dailies or Buenos «1 res . The ?:CilSA, which 
has the Unit ed Press franchi oe , the lfACION, w! th Associated Press 
franchise s and the CRITICA, with Hearst International News Service 
franchises , all re- sell part or their dail y telegr aphic service to 
the Provincial papers , but without color and on the basis or transla­
tions made by the local Amer ican rep rosen tnti ves or those oervices . 
·rho Havas Agency , which has recently established a larr.e office and 
tho necessary statf in Buenos Aires , has not yet extended its gr atui­
tous news service to the Provincial papers , but it is expected that 
this will follow soon as part or tho Havas or,·nntzation in 1his and 
other countries . 

7~e aisso~nation or news by radio is reoeivin th deep atten­
tion of the Brit ioh and ltrench Hissions in thio country. This present 
week the British Broadoastin~ Company has arran·ed for a daily hour , 

frODI 
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from five to six o ' clock local time , :or th re- transmission o: its 
official British pro ~am over the i nternational rudio tel ephone ser­
vice or the Union Telef6nica {an Intet~ational Tel ephone and ~elePraph 

Company subsidiary) and the local broadcastin3 station L R 3 Radio 
Nacional , whi ch has power of about 20 kilowa t ts in a reception zone of 
300 miles . The Bri tish >mbassy , in ~ note published in the Znblish 
n ewspapers today, advised all English companies in this country that 
advertisements worded with the approval or the wmbassy may be sub­
mitted t Wice weekly t o the Secret ary or tho Bl'itish Embassy tor in­
clusion in this official broadcast hour , the total tioe to be allowed 
for commercial advertisement s to be three minutes in tho hourly 
broadcas t . It bas not yet been possible to ascertain ho~ large a foe 
the British Broadcastin~ Company has pai d to L~ . Jaime Yankel ovich , 
the naturalized ArGentine who is proprietor of the local braodcasting 
station , nor will the officials of the company or the Union Tele­
f6nioa , who are Americans and members of the staff of the International 
Tel ephone and Telegraph Company, di sclose what special conces~ons in t 
the way of t ariff rebate are given to the British Broadcastin - Company 
tor t his daily program. In addition to the hourly service , a rebui l t 
hi gh- power ed stat i on or 50 kilowatts , Radio Excelsior L R 5 , ha s been 
in operation ror three months , with credits obtained from the Zn{lish 
W.arconi Company . The l o cal directorate of the bro.odoastin<>; is Arpen­
tine , but the management i s ~n~ish and the station , which 1s now the 
most popul ar in the country, is ensaged in broadcasting commercial 
progl'ams , w1 th the exception that twice weekly it broa~caste an hour 
of cultural program sponsored and arranged by the local Institute 
of Anglo- Argenti ne Culture . The Havas Agency so far has made no con­
nect i on with any local broadcasting cocpany . I t s agreement wi t h the 
Uruguayan Of f i cial Broadcasting StaU on of 1!ontev1deo was published 

so 
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some time ago and it is expected that this station will be in opera-

tion before the Pan >Unerican Congress convenes i n December and that 

Havas will exercise its right under the terms of the agreement t o 

broadcast Havas news or propa~;anda service two hours daily over a 

reception zone that will cover all of Argentina now covered by the 

local Buenos Ai res stations . 

The J . ';/alter Thompson Company , an Ameri can advertising agency, 

has proposed the f orma t i on of a company based on the r e-building of 

the radio station Radio Splendid L R 4 , of Buenos Aires , up to a 

strena,t h of 50 kilowatts for commercial broadcasting and a daily news 

service of United Press telegrams . The prospectus of the organization, 

which has been shorm me confi dentially, contempl ates an investment of 

1 , 200 , 000 pesos and i ndicates a gross income of 400 , 000 pesos , vdth 

an expected ne t income of 2? 5 , 000 pesos . The proposal 1va s submi tted 

to the owners of t he PRENSA and representatives or the principal Amari -

can companies in thi s country , but so far i t has not met \'lith success , 

and I am g iven to under stand t hat the pro ject has practically fallen 

through . 

The information on these broadcasting services is not i mmediately 

connected with the subject under discussion, but is i ndi cati ve of the 

power that may be exercised at any time i f it were desired to utilize 

anti- American pr opaganda in this country. 

The one other possible s ource or t he rumors passed by word of 

mouth about the United States and Bolivia is the Arc;entine Army , whose 

interests are strongly enlisted in favor of Paraguay . I have no t been 

abl e to ascertain the exact quantities of supplies formerl y belonging 

to the Argentine military establishment that have been s ent to Paraguay, 
but 
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but I have been tol d by Argent ines whom I consider ~ell informed 

that t ho transfer i s made largely in Formosa , and not in Par ncuay 

itself , and has consi sted 1n the ostensible sal e of condemned mili­

tary supplies sent f or the use of the Argentine border detachments 

or Aviation , cavalry , Artillery, end Infantry , that are maintained 

in the Formoso Provincial command more or less as a border patrol 

to pro teet the Piloomoyo River from intrusion ei thor by Bolt vi on or 

Paraguayan armed forces . 

,fuile it bas not been possible to t race any story to individual 

members of the Army , there have been some rumors a ttri buted to army 

sources that indicated Ameri can support of Bolivia, but only on the 

basis or the use of American trucks , uniforms and a irplanes . These 

rumors wer e never wi de- spread in the sense o f army sponsorship. 

On the other hand , the family of the present Governor of Buenos 

Aires , ?!artinoz de Hoz , and the local di re ct or or the iloyal !lail 

s t eamship Company nesotiated for the sale of a very la rGe oh1pment 

or 1\oori oan four - wheel drive trucks ordered nearly e ight yearo ago 

for the use or the ArJCntine army and never purchased by them, to Boli­

via , and these peraona , who hod boon bol dine tho trucks for a peri od or 

years and l osin6 a considerable portion or their capital through the 

investment , obtained a sat i sfactory price free Bolivia after the 

trucks had been delivered in Bolivian territory . Argentino acl5ncies 

of American companies have been sativa in obta1n1n q Bolivian contracts 

with no unfavorable co=en t in recent mont hs , and a conservoti ve con­

clusion may be reached that theee rumors in Ar~entina have been cir­

culated by inter es ts opposed to the co~rciol expansion of the 

Standard 011 Company . The Argentine Government petroleum corporation , 

Yaoimientos Petrol1feros Fisooles , is most ac t ive in its opposition 

to 
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to t he American company and has practicall y 1 ;nored the r ecent i n­
crease in activi ty here by tho Texao Company , 

The Havas Asency al so ha s soueht out tho ~tandord Oi1 Company 
as tho object of comment and in a r ecent press t e1earam from !Tow 
York, s~nt out t wo weeks ~·o by the Havas l ocal office t o all Bue~os 
Ai res newspapers but published only by tho RAZm' , Spanish, and JTAN­
DAJID, English , t he Standard Oil memborahi p (General Palmer Pieroo) 
wac noted, along with the Pan American ~1rways , in the Inter-
Amort can Rel at i ons Committ ee , as authors of attuoks on the truthful­
ness and legitimacy of European news cervices in South America . 



--­(:>lJ.J.) 
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I roc•ll ra; C.)CJveroatton w1 t h i'r ea l eent l"c&r .u..._ or. t bo aubjtlc t t<0.1 wa • l oJ t.~t i t b•• b een ~ea!Ole fo r Wl of f 1COr of t"111 ..IOvtl'tU:IO,It ~0 hOlt) b1 l:liuCltlg roco.':ll4eudo.t 1ooe wnl ch aboul~ be ~;.aetul h. o .. :~e l. he .1~.1,;et' or eu.ch GO nttac " dovolopa . .1.1 iO..S '"1 • t.bo ~.:>oa1o1 11t7 now ••~o G,.1 t.e re~o te . 

Ver7 alncer e l y 'JOLII'a , 

E RAl<KLlN D. ROOSI:.Vli.L:r 

l'ho Lonor11blo 
~iorre do t . doa l , 

i.aet'loan ·~ba.aa .. .!or , 
L.a t'u&• 
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My dear Chief: 

(t () 
r/{\~l ~ 

1\ 
La Paz, 
October 

Boll via, 
22, 194)./ 

I 'I 
_ , r ().,• 

jvet- I t · 

nben the President and Foreign Minister ot Bolivia met with you at the 1/bi te House last May, President Peftaranda asked tor cooperation in protection ot the tin mines against any remotely possible attack by means of aircraft. 
I t was suggested that smoke generator protection, some­what along the lines used at Panama, which President Peftar­anda had seen, might be employed tor this purpose and you made the suggestion that Bolivia might be able to manufacture these generators l ocally employing native cement tor the purpose. 

I think you may be interested to know that as a result ot your suggestion a suitable type of generator was designed, built , and satisfactorily tested here under the advice of Major .rack E. Babcock of the Chemical llartare Service who came here r rom Panama for the purpose. A photograph ot one of the generators buil t here is enclosed. Major Babcock surveyed t he points suitable tor protection here end selected tour important locations: 

The Catavi Concentration Plant and Diesel Plant The Colquiri Concentration Pla nt and Diesel Plant The Huanuni Concentration Plant and Diesel Plant The Chocaya Concentration Plant and Diesel Plant 
He has made plans t or the experimental installation ot locally-buil t generators at t he Catavi concentration plant. The conatruction ot these generators will cost approximately $18 . 75 each a.nd the number required tor a two-hour coverage ot the concentration plant is 810. His estimate includes some additional equipment including a r eserve of about 200 generators and eleven oil t ank trucks. 

~Jor Babcock's report ot some 20 pages ~ith charts gives ell necessary opera tional information . He points 

~ The Pres ident, St.t'"" ... r et\4r, t·U~11 

The White Rouse, 101 J . -. .. n.... fEB 4 1972 

I 

' 



out that an a i rc raft ~arning system would be a necessary pre­liminary to installing and operating smoke protection. The Bolivian .H.rJey is receivlng lend- lease redi o equipment which could be used for this warning system end the existing rail­way-telegraph eystems could also be used if more efficiently organized. The ~arning system would require the establish­ment along the easter n border of Bolivia adjacent t o the areas to be protected of at least half a dozen observation posts ot t~o or three men each equipped with a pair of field glasses for each post. 

In view of its length, I am not burdening you with a copy of the report which is being transmitted to the Bolivian Government but I am sure General Brett could send you one if you so desire. I think the main object, n~ely to find tor the Bolivian Government a practicable method of prot ec­tion , has been achieved and that this method is more adapted to Bol1vten condi tiona then any o t her, due to the exis ting leek of trained personnel and comu.and competence to handle enti-~ircraft ordnance. The submission of this report to the Bolivian Government leaves it up to them to take the next steps tor protection of the mines insofar as any possibl e a ircraft attack is concerned and, I think, answers their request for protection without the need or envisaging supply­ing them with critically needed anti- aircraft guns which they probably could not effectively operate. ·•ith the easing of our tin supply situation, the danger of an attack now seems more remote than ever. 

If the Bolivian Government gets to the point ot in­stituting an aircraft ~arning system and installing generators, they may in t i me reques t Major Babcock ' s presence again for a short time to help them conduct t ests in which t .he Boll vi an .H.ir Force and ....merican .H.ir Mission ~ould probably cooperate . 
I thought you might be interested in this report of the f a vorable outcome or the suggestion you made at the meeting at the ,/bite House . 

Believe me , my dear Chief, 

Feithtully yours , 

-~. ~ 

-
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._..,.., en:tCIAL O&MMUIIIIC.III,_ ~ 

,.,_.. eiCiliTAif't" Of' aT Aft 
..... ......--o.c. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

•• 

Ky de~r Kr. President: 

In compli&nce with your request of November 4, 

1943, I take ple~sure in enclosing ~ suggested dr~t 

letter for your signature in reply to the letter of 

October 22 , 1943 from Ambassador Boal in La Pa£, 

Bolivia in regard to protection of the Bolivian tin 

mines against a possible attack by aircr~t. 

Kr. Boal 1 a letter is also returned herewith. 

Faithfully yours, 

Enclosures: 

Aa at~ted. 

The President , 

The White House. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

NoTember •, 1943 . 

MEMORAUDUH FOR 

THE ACTING SECRETARY OF STATE: 

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY FOR 

MY SIGNATURE. 

F. D.R. 

LP11 or fr'll i!on . n~ ~rr~ ue L. Bo·.l ' I"J'lh<o c~: of t be 
11 , <: , 1. , 1 Lt ""z, llnl tvra, l0/:•:'/1' , to the Pl't•~tnent , 
mrrkea "Conf1acnt it; " . ~<:'"''I'tln,' or •>utco o" 
... ,. '!. '" ~ 4 en •'"'o nrn*'tcen• n• t>i h t ,. ~ra,ic. tt1t Uld 
"'ornit;n ·~in~ 'lt"r of' nol i vh. • t tilP ithite 110\J~~ 1-~t. 
l":' , 11 t r•"llch tint: l>ra~iaent Penurond11 ""kt"d for 

CUllt ·r• t.lon 1 ">rot~ctlon o" t'l" ti n rl.ne" • ·~·n~ 
ton• re.,o•" •Y "'0~~•11,. Eot ' ••d. b~· ~'""of uircrr"'t . 
Vncl0""" "1!\a+o rt nh 'l:lOV inC "::lol:<' 'l•!lllr11+0l' ll'<>h•ctl 00 
I .nirw u 'leo , 
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-
,.....,. .,, 1944 

My disti nguished friend : 

In reading your letter to me writt en from 
Arica my mind went back t o the conversations which 
you and I had when you were here 1n Washington. 
You will recall that aft er dinner in my study we 
discussed Bolivian cooperation in the war . I re­
member the personal interest and desire that you 
showed that Bolivia make ita maximum contribution 
to the war effort. I know something of t he diffi­
culties with which you had to cope 1n your own 
country and for that reason am particularly appre­
ciative of your own personal endeavors to bring 
about wholehearted collaboration by Bol ivia in the 
cause of the United Nations·. 

I a l so re9all that you described to me the 
very difficult conditione under which ao many or 
the Bol ivian miners and farmers live and of the 
rising demand on their part for reforms to improve 
their standard of living. In this regard, I waa 
extremel y interested in what you told me of the 
need for improved communication , ror the extension 
of the school system to rural areas , for the estab­
l ishment or more publ ic-health clinics , and for 
the expanding production of foodstuffs for internal 
consumption. I understand that a start had a l ready 
been made rega.rding some of these matters, ror in­
stance in the setting up of the Development Cor­
poration and of the Servicio within the Ministry of 
Public Heal th. As you know, we bad offered our as­
sistance in the implementation of the report of the 
Magruder Commission. 

) 
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The cou~ ~16tat that aummar1ly ejected you 
from ott1ce aa l;p!icat1ona that disturb me very 
much. You are, of course, familiar with Secre­
tary Hull's statement. Aa llr. Hull aaya , it ia 
a very aerioua matter tor the seourity and inter­
nal peace ot t hia hemisphere when influences boa­
tile to the principles endorsed by tho American 
Republica intervene to overthrow friendly govern­
menta and aet up now ones unfriendly to t be Allied 
oauae. The American community ot nations must 
taco thia monaco and overcome it or the ayatem 
they have ao labcrioualy and so well built up 
durinS tho lsat ten yeara will disintegrate . 

With best wiahoa tor your good heal th, and 
w1 th cordial regarda, I am 

Youra very sincerely, 

Hie Excellency 
General Enrique Penaranda del Castillo, 

Arequipa, Pertt . 

) 

.. 
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Tl4& ._..CTAitY or ..,.-Aft 

-~o.c.. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

J:lna:1ry 29 , 1944 

MJMORANDUJl FOR TilE PRESIDENT: 

There is attached hereto a suggested redraft o! the 

letter from you to President Pefiaranda . I believe that 

i t ia aut!iciently friendly and yet does not encourage 

President Pefiaranda to believe that we are encouraging 

him to attempt a counter - revolution, 

) 
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Rupectf\11}¥ reforro<l to t.lw 

Socrota17 ot Stete f or rorwar dtnr 

to Ge~»ral Penannda . 

Ill. C. LA.~A 
lxecuU •• Clerk 

-;»· 1 .- l • t • r ., ' r 
'"'fl ~ "\1'11. 

' . ' • 1 I" ' 

"'"'' ... 
I .o.t ,. .. 
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I 
Dear Cordellr-

I th1Dk the eno~oaed ~attar, wr1tt.D t or M 1D t.he State llepartm~ ia a bit ••1e1::11-waq•. I wiab yeN • Cl read 
Preatd•t ~OlDda'• letter t;o ... I th1alt you •W waat to malte the proposed letter tr<». .. to Ilia a UUle aUODger o.nd a 
litt~e .ore trien4lt. 

~body ti'Oa the State lleparbc\ 
augs eated that a oopy ot thia letter be 
aent t;o aa.e oJ: our South .&l:lo rioan netcbbora. 
Ir we do 1t I thiJ!k we alwu.l.d te~l Pre4iclen t; 
Penar~ that •• •re 4oua, 1 ; .mJ t.bat I u l1lN be will h:i•e 110 objecuoe. 

1'he llollorab~e 
1'he 8ecntai'T ot State, ... btnctoa, o. c. 

\ 



fl'l ~ueuncutaJwu! rriend a 

l'OUJ" letter ot ~ sran or oao-bel" b u Juet 
re&4-..d - · I 4Hp1J' •~JII'eeiote en. -tboe, b ett, or 4eYotlan ~ U\oe woUaro or t he c~tln.ent aed ot the 
rrnltod ftat1 ono ae well •• ot pereonal trlendet, t p, 
~lob 1nd~ced J'OU t o wrlto. I a. honored bJ' 7our con• 
t16on oo and vatetlll tor the lnt-tlan • blob J'CIIU 
wore £ood •no.t&h to tiU'I'IJeb - · l'i eoont ••ente ln Bol l Yla ar•, •• J'Oll latow, t he ellbjool:o ot coneul l:oatiOD 
~d O( OXCla."lf:O oC inf-Uoo a~ tbooe DlMtHD 
other Jl e pubHce ot t he ll•hpbere wblob heH oo~~pll•CI 
wUb tbAiir lnhr-.l-rloan o~'-111:.& tor .. t ual de­
ten.• 1n ~ v •t -ld etruw•· 

I aa &lad alao t o baYo 'hlo opportaml tJ ot ox• 
proeotnr ov olnoere ll:n:oroo t la JOUI' poro-1 well• 
belna a nd the oonoorn • ltb wbicb I bayo followed the 
re, orte r olat1n& t'-wto. 1 reoall witb Pul plou~o 
JOIU' Yldt to . .. hin.AtOD and _,. •••haalc•• ot YiiWe an 
quootl- ot lntoreot to - two •-'-rloe. 'fb••• 
con•oreatione were oC v .. , 9&l~M t o - · 

Wltb oordlal Pegardo and beet wlebee , I aa, 

Youre •or1 elncOPol J' , 

v . 

lllo boolloney 
o•norol CDI'l • r oftartod& dol Coettllo, 

.lrlca , Chilo. 
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( •t·RANSLA'l'ION ) 

HOTEL PACIFICO 

PiRSONAL AND qetJPIB!ltJ!At 

Hie Excellency 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

Poet Offi ce Box No.1 
Arioa 
Chile 
December ~7, 1943. 

President or the United States or America. 

Mr. Pres ident and friend: 

The friendshi p, as gener ous as it vas cordial, that 

Your Excellency gave me during my unf orgettable visit to 

the United States, en admirable country that is 

performing, by the sacrifice or its eons, end under your 

direction, which is marked by genius, tbe noblest mission 

of civilization in History, to which is added the 

important Resolution or the Emergency Consultative 

Committee for Political Defenee, implying the creation of 

a new (rule of) law, tbat tbe recognition of any new 

regime on the Continent must be a matter ror Joint action, 

are circumstances that have induced me to refer to the 

political evente in my country that have culminated in my 

exile in th1a port of Arioa and the establishment or a 

14 facto regime in Bolivia. 

• 
0 
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I hasten to eay to you that I am not applying to 

you out or a petty reeling of personal rea ction 

because of an act of betrayal, nor on account of one of 

the many political occurrencee which characterize t he 

process o r forma t i on of these countries . I am doing 

eo with the intent of perf orming a high duty as a 

citizen of America who has contributed, within the 

measure or t he possibili ties or his country and with 

unshakable faith, toward cont inental solidarity and 

cooperation, which under the noble apostolate of Your 

Excel l ency constitutes the most cheering reality tor the 

future of our peoples. 

But, on the other hand, it is evident that that 

real ity ie menaced on both sidee and has already suffered 

a serious setback i n the country, through the action of 

fifth columniam, whi ch shove eigns or extending to other 

nat i ons, with a view to destroying the good neighbor 

policy for t he purpoees of the present world war and tor 

the postwar period. 

With these antecedents, and in virtue of t hem, I 

ful fil the sacred, though for me pai nful, duty of 

bringing to Your Excell ency's knowledge , in a 

confidential way, the antecedents and charact eristics 

of the regime that at present is master in my country. 

~----~~-----· 

l 
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The movement baa remote antecedents and deep 

roots known by all, einoe the civilians and military 

men who make up t he " ~ government were 

denounced, in the middle or 1942 , by the London 

Government, ae plotting a revolution under the orders 

ot Major Bela1onte, who was receiving inspiration and 

money from the Ger man Legat i on i n La Pa~, an occurrence 

which it was possible to prevent by the expuls ion 

from Bol ivia of the German Minister, Wendler, and by an 

army order di scharging the said military man, besides 

punishing hie civilian accomplicee who form part or the 

present adminietration, 

It mus t l ikewi se be noted that the military 

members ot the eaid adsinietration l a ter entered the 

War College, the t eaching force ot which was composed 

of an Italian Military Mi ssion, and when the case arose 

ot expel l i ng that Mi ssion from Bolivi a , in accordance 

wi t h t he Rio de Janeiro Resolut i ons, those offi cers 

assumed attitudes o r supplication at tiret and protest 

aft erward, to prevent such a thing from being done, 

although indeed they did not succeed. 

In the meant i me, the civilian movements ot t he 

Nt~tional Revolut ionary Movement were united with an 

organi~ation celled t he Falange• , with char acteris t i cs 

* (phalanx-TR) 

l 

• 
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identical with that or Spai n, and with another 

organi~ation called the Iron Star (Estrella de Hierro) 

ot a decidedly Germanophile at t itude, With the aggravating 

circumstance t hat themamee or the) leaders or the three 

groupe are on tile in the Uni ted Statee Embaeay a a agent& 

or the fifth column, in contact with German merchants or 

s t anding, who financed their propaganda and their 

eubvereive action from the Argent i ne Republic. Those 

groupe made contact with t he military 11en named abo·u, to 

exploit their ingenuous and youthful admiration tor the 

German a.rmy and 1te initial spectacular eucceeeee. It ie 

known t hat this organization got in contact later on With 

the Argentine G.O.U., headed by Colonel Perron. 

Meanwhile, thier frankly ant1-democrat1o action began 

to decline, following fictitious tact i cs to inspire 

confidence, at the same time in which a company tor 

exporting rubber, quinine and minerals to t he neighboring 

republic on the Plate woe organ1~ed, under the pretext or 

alluring pro&peote. 

All this without prejudice to the taot that i n the 

open forum and in the Congress those elements were at all 

times the moat constant and stubborn obstacle to the 

f i rm policy or collaboration wit h the United Nations by my 

administration. 

l 
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In fact, there was no aot of cooperation or 

contract with the United States t hat was not impugned by 

Pez Eeteneoro and his henchmen, sowing distrust of the 

United States amongst the people, with the popular 

argu.ment that by an attitude or • surrender• we were 

sel ling our products at a very low price, impoverishing 

the Bolivian people. 

The arrangement with the Standard Oil Company , an act 

or good will on the part or my government and a practical 

expression or the ract that the good neighbor policy 

provides the concept or reciprocity 1n ita content and ita 

s t atement , was harshly assail ed and was converted into a 

banner against collaboration. 

They likewis e attacked with extreme violence the tin 

and rubber contracts and others, with the evi dent purpose 

of delaying eolutione and hindering production. They 

delayed the establi shment of t he Development Corporation, 

hoping that the supplying or machinery and materi als would 

become more and more difficult, with t he aim or demonstrating 

to the people concretely t hat the United States was not 

contr ibuting to the progress or Bolivia. 

Wi th the purpose or causing it to be believed that 

mine labor was being exploited by the United States ror i ta 

war purposes, they fomen ted strikes or the demagogic tYPe , 

whereby they brought about - because of the necess ity of 
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protecting the nrincinle or authority - the unf ortunate 

events or CataYi, which I wee the fi rst to deplore wi t h 

deep-felt eentiment. That occurrence had eut fici ent 

emotional power to be converted 1nto a banner tor 

agitation, which wae certainly utilized wi th the MAXimum 

et'fect1 Yeneae. 

The reYolution waa plotted around the newepaper "La 
Calle", which wae, becauee or the nature or i ta pr opaganda, 

included in both t he Britieh and Amerioan black l Ute 

from the f iret moment . 

They likewlae exploited anti-Semitic reeling, working 

on the small merchant who was eur rering from euch competition, 

and adding the ingredient or raci al confl1ot , in a country 

of demograph1oally heterogeneous composit i on, 

The organization or the party, apoarent ly c1v111a.n, 

was always at bottoc c1Yil1an and military, a f act that 

reveals ita i ntentione and ita inspiration. Its methode 

are copied from Nsz1 methode and from their designations: 

"Nat1onal1et Revolut ionary Movement • , "Falange" and "Iron 

Star•. Its morale were also Nazi, because or the 

appl1oat1on or Maooh1aYelli 1 e eay1ng that "the end juat i fl ea 

the means•. They have aeaault t r oops, shook brigadee, etc. 

'!'hue t hey have recourse to deceit, fraud and treason, a 

r eality revealed by the goup de pain or the 20th instant, 

I 
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since they seized each of the authorities of my 

administration, beginning with me, utilizing ingenious 

schemes of dece i t followed by vi olence . They simultsneously 

assaulted barracks, police stations, telephone offices and 

electric plants , With a rapid action revealing methods 

foreign t o the country. They likewise ~de use of men 

in my confidence who were converted into trai tors . And 

they capped the cli max by concocting an opprobrious text 

of resignation and torging my signature to propagate it 

throughout the world, while in tact, I energetically 

rejected their reiterated demands that I renounce my mandate, 

so that I left the country i n the legal capacity or 

Constitutional President of the Republic in consequence or 

the wi ll of my people, expressed in a free election. 

I l ater learned wi t h amazement or the reiterated end 

insistent declarations or uncondit ional adherence to the 

United Nations, of their respect for democratic principleA, 

of their wish to respect international conventions and the 

contracts concluded between governments and between 

individuals and the St ate, which they previously execrated 

and fought without moderation and without truce. 'i'hose 

declarations, whi ch are made more and more emphat i c, are 

making clear their anxi ety to legalize their i l l egal 

situa tion , thus adding immoralit y to such illegalit y. 

l 
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Huoan public and private aff aire require a 
minimum or linearity to attain eucoees. l'o eay toda:t 
exactly t he opposite or what one eaid yeeterday , and to 
want to do in the future what vae believed a aiedeed 
yesterday, il to aeaume an atti tude t hat certainly oannot 
convince anyone, 

I have to refer , moreover, t o t he raot that in my 
statue as a aoldier I can do no leas than view with grief 
and pr ofound perturbat ion the !al eifyi ng or military 
discipline that baa jus t been brought about, the total 
lack or respect t or rank i n the ara~y through the 
insubordination ot the a~ajora with reepeot to the generals, 
colonels and lieutenant-colonele. Portunately, the 
consoling neva reaohee me t hat a large portion or t he 
punctilious orricers or higher and lover rank are fi lling 
the prisons AI puniehment for their loyalty toward their 
evord, that other• have given up t he career by way or 
proteet and that the other& have organized paaeive reeistance 
in order not to a eeume the dutiee to which they are 
•~~oned. That i s, at leaet, coneoling with reepeot to 
the honorable inetitut lon to which I belong, 

I have information likewise that pr ominent civilian 
element• or the bar, the teaching pr oreaalon, diplomac7, 
banking, l arge ecsl e trade a nd industry are a ut t ering from 
Violence in confi nement, exile end the j ai l s, which 
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plainly indicates t ha t a profound upset t ing or values 

in the coun t r y hae taken place . 

I well under stand, Y.r. Preeident and friend, what a 

great conquest for the veak countriee the Juridical 

evolution or recogni tion wae, to be made a principle or 

ooneolidation or aoverei gnty i n place or ita former 

a spects or pressure againet it . But t he tact that thie 

governing group haa energetically and violently opposed 

the ratification by the Bolivian Congreee o t adherence t o 

the Atlantic Charter and the aigning or the United Nat ion• 

Pact induces me to p r opose openly t he non-recognitl on or 
t he preeent regime, ae a safeguard f or the honor and the 

higher interests or my country, a tact which certainly 

pl~oes me a bove t he • • lo•o loOl lOl O'OOOlOll OOO, WhlOO Ylll;l 
not be lacking, that I am grasping a recourse in order to 

r egain power. I do not need t o declare the sincerity or 
my conduct before Your Excellency 's noble mlnd , ae there ia, 

fortunately, no necessity tor eo do i ng among men or good 

intent. I must indeed tell you frankly that my mind ia 

gloomy because event• ahould have br ought it about that th1e 
experiment be made at the expense of my noble country. 

But I alec understand that it must occur in a world where 

the roroee or good and evil confront each other, I 

understand that we must not psr•it to d ieintegr ate gradually 
t hi l conqueet or m1 continental unity secured under the 
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algle of Your Excellency'a eminent peraonallty with the 
cooperation of men or good will, among whom I have the 
honor to be included. 

So it is that we hAva the means at hand, aa I 
11kew11e believe, tor ext ending a aanl tary cordon all 
around the Continent, We must oollectively punieh, 
juridically and morally, crimea or high treason against 
Clemo cracy. 

Only in that way can we firmly conaolidate the 
government• or this continent and or the others that are 
loyal to the eauee or humankind, 

Lastly , I believe that in eo doing the United Nations 
would gain one or their moet aignir1cant viotoriea. 

I place i n Your Excellency my trust and my r aith in 
demooraoy, anCI I extend to you the expreae1on or ~ 
admiration and my high con81derat1on, 

, _,. . G 
(signed) GEN. ~E~~DA 

II 

TR:JWP :£PT 
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AR I CA- t ' IIILt: 

l::xcmo . &enor Dn. 
Franklin D, Roos"velt, 
r r eoidente de lol ..:stadoe 
de ;lorte Am&rica. 

Unidos 

!:xc:no. Jn~or rraaidonte y anigo : 

La ~iat~d tan ~~neroaa co~o c"rdi~l que Vucatr~ ~yce­
lencia 1:1'3 brind6 durant~ mi inolvid bl~ visita i loG :;at-.doR Uni ­
doe , pueblo ad~:~irable quo ou~:~ple , co~ ~l Gacrificio de ou~ hiJos, 
y con ln genhl direcci6n suya, l<' cls nobl" Mi'1i6n civilhadora 
de la 'liatoria, .a lo que se ':l:b.da la 1 ·ror · ~nt,. ~~soluc · 6n, 'lJ'l 
imrlic:l. or~'ac16n d~ nu .. vo ')crecl,o, d~' co,.,l ttS Conout•iv<' ne lm~r­
gencia r era la "le<",n3"' !olfti~a. lUO fUl'lCi ono. •n ~·ontovi:Jeo , (l'JS 

el .econof.."'l• i•"'to d.• CU'l.lqu.icr n'JPVO r-4gi9f't"'':'t ~el C'"tinftnte ·lcbe-
ra aer nat.,ria ~ .. una o.cci6n co ~.wta, aon circ>metanci:..~ Q•le !l'l h'J.Il 
inducido a ref.,ril'l!le o. los S"ceoo3 JOl ' ticl>e de l'li ! _tri-.. :(llP lc>.n 
cul lna.do con r.;i exillo ~n e•te !"u<'rtc '" .rica :1 91 ca !nbl<:ci-..iento 
rl.., om "'.!o:i•:P.n <l" ~ae o en l3olivu. 

''e apreeuro c. cx;.resarle que no c:.~do a u~t·1 ror un 
"'enbuc.do Jen~imiento de reacct6n J.'!-son'l.l ~r n acto de tr.:l.icion , 
Gi .or uno d'! txntos suceaoa poli ticos que c~r~cterlzan cl 1 rocceo 
d~ rormacioo ~e estos pa!ses, !.o ho.co cnn "lirns a cu'llrlir un alto 
!eber 4e un cludl.ldano de Ar~rioa que hn oontribu!do en lo. ~edida de 
las posibil i dadee de au pueblo y con inquebr.:l.nt'l.bl e fe a la solida­
rid 1d y cooper!lci6n oont in!H>tal~5 , que con cl noble apostot:..do de 
·/ueatra .Cxcelencio. cor.etitwc 1:1 nia d. entadora realidad po.ra. el por­
venir de nueetros pueblos. 

~s es ~n c~bio evident'! que osa realidad se halls ame­
nnza.da en una y otr.:~. d!.r ecci6n y que h:l. sufrido ya grave quebranto 
en pa!s , po r acc16n del quinie-columniamo que t rae trazas de exten­
derse a las dem&s nacionoe , con miras a destruir par a los efectos 
de la actual cuerra mundial y d~ l a roat~uerra, l a pol! t ica de bue­
na vecind'll • 
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~ntretanto , au f ranc~ ncci6n ant1de~ocr&tio~ emrez6 a de­clinnr, si~uiendo la taeticn de la ficcl6n para insrirar confianza, at mis,o tiempo que a l!l eombra de perspec~iv!ls nla~(Uon!ls ae or ga­nizo una ooei.,dad ,;xroratadoro. 4e cnucho, quina y m nsralee a. la voein:t l.cpublica dol Plata. 

Todo esto sln rerjuieio de que en la tribuna popular y on ol eon~reso , eaoe elem~ntos rueron on to o comento e1 cas constan­~e y obetin!ldo obst:l.culo o~ra 1:1 firme rol!ti c:J. de col'lboract6n c:> n P/;/ las ;;:~.ci oneo Jn id •• de ~1 Go1:>i~rno . 

7 :;o hubo on efecto acto alo:uno de cooper:tc16n ni contrato con los sstados anidos que no .ubiera sido t,rugnado ~r Par. Z3tenso­ro :1 eus seeu'leeo , secbrando en el pueblo ln de·H·onfhnza h~cia los ••.otadoe Unidoe con e l aoeorrido arp;unanto de que en acti tue "entrl'­"u1eta" vend! 'lCo<J nuestroe r roductoa a v11 pr ,.clo, el!lrcbr.,ciendo al p11eblo bol1 v1ano. 
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~1 arreglo con 1~ ~t~ndard Oil, a • to de buena voluntad 
de mi Gobierno y ordctica exprasi6n de que la pol{tlca del buen 
vecino ap:ueja en au r.ont<~nido y en au enunciado sl concepto de 
reciprocid:~.d , full duram11nte l"'PU11!'1ldO y convertido en bnndora con­
tra la colaboraoi6n, 

Atacaron naimiemo con ex tremadn vlolencla lo~ contratoe 
del eatallo , de la voma, y otroe !!Ute , con el vioibll! prop6Gito de 
rostergar las soluclonee e irnpodir la producci6n , 'J•.moro.ron la 
constitud6n de la Co~porac16n de F~mento eaper3ndo que el apr~i­
sionamlento de "'i1uinae " :ontt'!rinlea oe torne c."\da vez !!Uta c!ificl l , 
a fin c!e demoatrar objetiva,ente ante el ruoblo qu"' loa ~atados 
vnlc!os no contrlbu!an al pro"reso de 3ollvia, 

Con al rrop6eito de hacer creer que el t~abajador rnln~ro 11ra 
ex l otado por loa -at •doe ·•· idos p!lra sus fines de guerra. fo-!enta­
ron =uelgae del tlpo de-~g6gico , con lo que condujeron , ~n reeauar­
do del principio ie autorid~ , a loa d~s-r"\Ci"\doe auceooe de Catavi , 
que fu! el primero "'n la"lentar con !ntico sen+i"liento . .ae hecho 
tenia la virtud er,otiva ouficiente nara convertlroe en onndera de ae i 
tacl6n, que fu~ ror cl~rto utiliz~da con cixi~ efic~ci~ . 

La revoluci6n oo hn :!'raguado en torno al diario ''La. Cal l e " , 
que por la indole de ou propa~and"\ fu~ deade ol rrimnr momento in­
clu! do en l'lG listas negr'l.e tr>nto bri tanica como norteW1!erica.n"\ , 

TrunbUn explotaron, movl.endo al requeilo eo::vJre L'mte que 
sufria de au ooore~encia. sl eeoti~iento antieemita, a~adiendo e l 
ingrediente do la lucha racial , en un pa.!e de eooposioi6n Je~orT&­
fiea het~rog~nea. 

La or-aniz'lci6n del part1Jo en ararienci.1 civil , rue aie:­
pre en el :on~o civil y oilttar , hecho que eatd revelnndo sue in­
tenciones Y SU .nspirad 6n. uUS m~todos estan ca.lcadoo de loa ~4to­
d08 naaie, deede oue deno:inacio~es : •~ovi~·nto ~•cionaliet~ ~evo~ 
luc!onario• , ":t"'ala.nge •, "~atrolla d'! ::1'!':-ro .. . Su ~oro.l es t9!:lbi~n 
nazi , por la. a.pl1cac16n 1el enunciado de ~q~iav~lo de que •el fin 
justifica. los oedioo• . roeenn trorns de a.s~to , brip,~da$ j~ choque, 
etc , . As! recurren al onga~o , a.l fra.ude y ~ la traici6n , realidad 
tevel\dan1or Jl holpe de rnnno del d!a. 26 ~el ~ee actunl , ru~a , a cn­
da una de l~e autorid•dna do ~i Gobierno , aproearon , ompezando por 
mi persona, utilizando 1np,nn1osos recursos de onga~o eop,uidoe de 
v iolenc ia. Aenl tar on 'Ji mul tnneamente cua r telea , polic iao , tolcfonoe , 
y electricl.d'ld , 'ln rdrid'' :toc16n reveladorn de mhodoe ex6ticoa en 
el pais, Utiliz~ron ~eiml.ero a. hombres d~ ri oonfinnzn convertidos 
en traidores, Y euloinaron Craruando un oprobioso tea to de renuncia. 
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y f~lsificaron mi firma p~ra rro}alarlo ~r el mundo , aiendo aa ! 
que rechac~ con enern ! a sus re i t·radas exirenciaa de qu~ renuncie 
a mi r:mdato, J~r r::odo que sal! del pa.!s con e l co.rlicter lell'O.l de 
Presidente Constitucional de la Republica cono cone~cuencia de la 
vmluntad de mi pueblo expresada e ' una elecci6n libr e . 

PoBteriormente , me he enterado con estupor, de laA reitera­
do.s e inai atentes declnraciones de incondicional adhesi6n a lo.s 1:a.c io­
nea Unid~s , de su r~speto a los principios de~ocraticos , de su volun­
tad de respetar l os convenios internacionales y los contratos suscri­
tos entr e los gobiernos y entre po.rt i cuhres y el ~sta.do , que antes 
execrar on y cornbatieron sin prtitdencia y s in darso tregua. ,sas decl a ­
rnci ones que van siendo cada vez m&.s expresivas , estan r evela.ndo a 
laa claraa au angust ia. por legaliza r su ileeal situaci6n, afi1diendo 
de es~ suerte la inmoralida.d a esa ilegalid~. 

Los nesocios hwnanos publicos o privados requieren de un 
minimo de sincerid l.d pare. lograr ~xi to. :Jecir hoy todo l o contro.rio 
de lo que ayer se dijo , y querer hacer en lo futuro lo que aye~ ae 
cre!e. mal hecho, es e.sumir actitud qu~ ciertamente no puede conven­
cer a nadie. 

Tengo quo referirme , e.de~Aa , a que en ni condici6n de oolda­
do no ruedo por nenos que nirar con pc3adumbre y honda preocupa.ci6n, 
el falscaoiento de ls disc i pline. militar que acaba de operarse , la 
total desgerar quiznc16n del Zj6rcito ror l a i nsubordinaci6n de los Ua­
yores , contra los Generales , los Coroneles y los 'l'enientes Coroneles . 
Afortunadamente , me llega la consolador~ noticia de qua gran parte 
de los Jcfes y Oficialeo pundonorosos encuentranse llenando las car­
celes como castigo a su leal tad para con su BQ' ada, que otr.:l parte 
hn renunciado a la carrera ~n actitud de proteata 7 los den&s ban or­
ganizado l a reaiotenci~ paoiva para no aaurnir las tunciones a que se 
les llama . -=:.sto oo ror lo nenos conaola;ior reapecto de l a ~-onornble 
insti tuci6n a qu~ pertene.zco . 

'l'enRO noticia e.simismo de que de:l tacadoo slementos civiles 
del foro , de la. catedra , de la diplom~cia. , de la banca, del ~to co­
mercio y de la indua•ria, p·tdecen de la violencia en el c OJ:rl'inamien­
to , '!!l exilio y l n- c·~rceles , lo q 1e cl'l.raor.ente se?la.la que se ha ope­
rado una profunda inversion de valores en e• pa!s. 

3ien compr~ndo , ~xcmo . Se1or Presid~nt~ y ~~i v.o qu~ rue 
grande conqui3ta para loa JlO.! ses debiles ln evoluci6n jur!dic:J. del 
Reconoc~iento , p~a ha.ce r de ~l un princioio de consolid~ci6n de l~ 
soboran! a en lugar de sus anticuos vises de prosi6n sobr e elL~. Pero 
el hechode que es te ~rupo roberne.nte se hubie r a opuest o con ~nerl't'ia 
y violDnc i n a la ra~if icaci6n rcr el Con~roso bolivi~o de l~ Adhesi6n 
de mi na! s a la Carta de l Atlantico y a l~ euscr1pci6n def racto de 
1 'W "'\ciones Unid:J.&, Me indue':' J. PrOJ'IUP'nar abiertar~ente ~ no recr 
nocimiento del actual r4giman , en r~s-uardo dol horgEa:;pgf M~gi,!l:J; 09 

in·.ereae. dD mi patri~ , h~cho que or cierto me co 
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de l4v l- ln~~rpr tse:1 one , ll, n • _• ~ • .!e .ue echo l ~o 

o un ~ curno ~ra r~conqu l a t~: l - ~ J . o ~~C$ t~ 9 •. c·r~r ~1 

e1on:luct3. ""~ ~1 r.oble eJp(rHu .:a •, 'l~d r .... ~r.c lenc1:> , :; qu ~ afor•u­

""'dwont" no 1•:>7 n~coelda<l de ello ~ntr3 J.oubrae !e bien . :>'lbo, ~so 

s! , c1eclo.r:\rle frnnca:~onte 'JU~ enaotbrece .1 linimo '1U'l loe !lconteci ·.i•n 

too hubl~r .-n :1et"'r"":i. ~,.J.o ·Jl. O •ate. e:x:.e .. 1enei .. a~ l"~""' a ex.r na.4 · de 

-.1 noble pa{e , f~rO l.aotbi~ll C O -:r .. ndO que "" nQCOS!I.rio Q.Ul' "lJ.a Se 

proJuzca en un =nc1o uont\!1 ae enfren~"'" 1" fuPrz.>e J~l bi •n y J.el 

ool , Conpr~n<lo quo no debomoa P"l" l tir que eo vn.yn uiGr;regnndo progro­

al v&M,n t e ut3. coquiata de la •Jnld ' contir.ant :i l lorr1da l>.Jo .,1 •ir­
no de la ~-re·ia roraonalid~d :le Vuea rn ~xceloncia co la ·oorera­

clcSn de l;.onbr"!a d,. \I'J"'n3. voluntad e re . 1 ~n"s t~n ;o :1. honr.a incl 1r­

me , 

:.::a aa! c 6-.o Cr'!O <lli u .,..o que tene"loa lo• "'edioa a nueetr o 

nlc:>nco r:>r3. tender un cord6n •~~itnrio a lo l~r·o y a lo 2ncho lel 

Continente, Jeb<l::~oa jP a..nc1onar de ..ane:-a colectin ,Jur!:!ic .. :; o;tor:~.l­

mente los d•lito• de ~lt:~. tr~ici6n n l~ derocraci~. 

_olo :>•! con3o:i:l re· oa firm•'.~nte loa ~ob1~rno3 d<l <'lt~ Con­

tinene , J de los ~~on~ , ~ieloa a ln c~us3 Je 1~ -~~n1d~d. 

C;reo final •? .. te qU'l con ollo l.J. t! ~cionea U~id.&a -'lnOl'l'Ul 

UllU. de SUB mas significntiv .. o v ictorlo.o , 

~n ::a. 
J de 
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DEPARTMENT Or STATE 

WAS IJJNGtOtl 

J~nu:u·v 10 , 1944 

'~ElJORANDO!J FOR THE PRESI DENT 

Reference is made to your memorandum of 

January 4 , 1944 to Mr . Summerlin transmittinB a le tter 

which you received f r om t he ex- President of Bolivia, 

C~neral Enrique Pe~aranda , and directing t hat a sui t ­

able reply be made there t o , 

There is attached a suBgested draf t of the reply 

which you may care to make to General Pe~aranda . I f 

you a pprove or it , I shall arrange for i t to be for­

.,.arded through t he channels of this Department , 

Enclosures: 

Draf t reply to 
Gene ral Pe~aranda . 
Let t a r r eturned, 
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ARICA-CHILE 

•• xc 0 . 

• ~uO •~ vv•~l~ . IAL , 
------------------

Fra.nkllr • .J, ~~l)seve l t . 
Pr~DidnntA lP los . 1t~~d3 niioG 

~G • orte A 1-<r ic.J. , 

Sl eoto m.U 110 ho •• te<Jo,.. Hntt• 

H «M tllo., .tn~ue dorol•orlo • ute ,.. C.) 
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DIVISION OF THE AMERICAN REPUBLICS 

Mr. Dawson: 

M7 attention has Just been oalled 
to the faot that the President desires 
that the repl7 to Peftaranda'a letter 
be prepared 1 immediatel7 1 • Please 
draft on a rush bae1e. 

~vv\.> 
Philip W. Bonsal 

(Letter fro. Peftaranda, Deo. 17, re Bol1Yian reYolution) 

RA : PWB: C'l'G 
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THE WHITEM~TQ('( 

WASH IN OtjAN 11 .. 

t o you tho let;;.,·r fro..:~ toe ex-YN' £iot:nt 

1iin tn(; ruljUC!;t that you be ~;ooo ~o.:nout.h 

to give him u trunslation of \lhot it 

contuins und return to hi m. 

L4.~ ....... 
Lrrthl-k. u . '1 U ... L'l' 
~riv~te &ecret~r~ 



• 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

\ 

J anuary ll , 1~44 . 

'l'ho l:'rc~iclt:nt liSKs cnt; to rt:turn 

to you t he lett.cr fro..l the ex-President 

of bolivia, Ounerul bnriquu Penurunda, 

'ii i t h the reques t th~o t you be t,ood enough 

to g i ve h1m a t r an11lation ot what i t 

contains ano return to him . 

vlti;l;'b U. TULLY 
Pr i vute Secret~ry 

L,ttn,.. f rot'l ur~ol Pencr11ndH , '!o+<>l ?I•CH''o.:o, 
4r~c .. , ~hUe , 1=/1"/1,1 , t o the Pl·o,ldent, 

I n• rk"d "P'i'r"onhl-Confid~>nci Ill", tr. ~n!Jni .. h , 
to·· ther v.i t h ,.,.Hnr l'lr""" rc• IT· I he ~+ t" !Jel'lt . 
"or th" "re.,iat!nl ' " "t• nc tur" t o Ill" Exc~l<>ncy 
v"n!'rHl Enr i•·ltA P"nHrllnrlA del .;(lqtlllo , Ari cn , 
Crt illl , in rPI"lV to 11hove . 
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INCOMING 
TELEGRAM 

~a Paz 

.e..c.- . ~tlvv 
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DIVISION OF 
CENTRAL SERVICES 

TELEGRAPH SECTION 

This telor rGm must be 
paraphrased before bein~ 
communicated to anyone 
other than a Government 
.. rency. (RESTRICTED) 

J Dated March 2 , 1945 

Rec ' d 4 :04 p . m. 

Secretary of State 
I 

Woshin(:ton 

237 , Ua r ch 2 , 10 a . m. 

President Roosevelt ' s speech to the Coneress 

received wide publici ty in the La Paz press . ULTII.l/. HORI. 

and L/. NOCHE which ~o to pross Bl'ound 3 pm new York time 

were ablo to carry only hiehli!;hts but rave them the 

best front par-e spots . 

La RLZON devoted almost a ll of pac o three t o 

rivinr the full t ext of the Pre sident's spooch as well 

as a tr1o column photo- r aph. There vtes no comment nor 

sidelieht articles . EL Dii.RIO :avo pert of t ext of speech 

(i t will pr obably be concluded tomorrow c lthourh it was 

not identified as partial} under tho full pe~e headline 

11 Premier Churchill Obtoinod Unanimous Vote of Confi dence 

in Commons" and than in much smaller print an individual 

three column headline "Roosevelt infor med Conrre ss on 

the Results of th~ Yalta Conference" . 

I was unable to re t any radio reception on any wave-

leneth when the speech actually took pl ace but the 10:05 p . m. 

rebroadcast was clearly received. 

THURSTON 

WTD 
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