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GovernMENT HousEk,
OTTAWA. \

3rd January, 1938.

The President of the United States of America,
The White House,

Washington, D.C.
I Jai v B A

My warmest thanks for your kind letter of sympathy. My
Mother had a long life and a full life, and an easy passing, so
there are no regrets; but it makes a great gap for me.

It would be an excellent thing if you and I could manage
to visit the Prairie Provinces together next fall, if the general
situation permits of it.

With sincerest good wishes for your great work in the New

Year.
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It is only today that I have
heard of your loss, and I want you to know that
I am thinking of you and am sorry indeed.

I 1ike your thougcht of my
visiting the Prairie Provinces. I have never

been there and perhaps next year I can manage
it, provided the general situatlon quiets down.

This ought to be a season of
Good will but, alas, there 1s less of 1t im
the world thln at any time sinoce 1918. The
brightest spot is the American Continent,
plus Great Britain and the other Dominions.

My warm regards to you and
Lady Tweedsmuir.

Falthfully yours,

The Right Hon. Lord Tweedsmulr,
Governor General of Canada,
Ottawa,
Canada.



GovernMENT Housk,
OTTAWA.

29th November, 1937.

The President of the United States of America,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.

;L‘—? ____—--'Jr.-:-f QMLVL((

2
I am so sorry that you have been having toothache. I

hope you will have a most restful and successful fishing trip.
Canada seems to have forgotten to begin its winter this year. It
ie still as mild as early in November in England.

I want to make a suggestion which perhaps you will keep in
mind. Our Prairie Provinces have been urging me, if possible, to
try to get you to pay them a short visit some time next fall. You
generally make a tour about that time, I believe, and if you could
come across the torder, say to Winnipeg, I would join you there. It
woulé give them enormous pleasure, and the kind of "buck-up" that
they want. You see, they have the same problems as your own liddle
West, and they are full, too, of American settlers.

More power to you! I think the omens for the trade treaty

are good.
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January 10, 1938,

Letter to President from Summer Welles

in re-Dominion Gov. sending Army of Navy man here
confidentially to talk "of the record" to some of our
Army Gen. Staff and Navy Operations people.

Attaches letter from Norman Armour in re-same subject.

SEE-=Sumner Welles folder-Drawer l--1938



January 14, 1938,

Memo to President

From Sumer Welles

In re~talking with Canadian Army and Navy men "off
the record".

SEE=-=Sumner Welles-Drawer 1--1338



Memo to President

From Sumner Welles

Enc. copg of conversation he had with Minister
of Canada on March 15, 1938,

SEE-=Sumner Welles folder=Drawer 1l==1938
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At Mayflower Hotel,
Wﬂﬂhmstﬂn, D- ct
May 24, 1938,

The President,
The White House.

My dear Mr, President:

Ra: Alaska Hiﬁt_:l.wng .

With refearence to suggested Amendment to Resolu-
tion No, 679, which I left with you, may I reiterate that
such an amendment would be exceedingly helpful from our
end and would of course leave the way opsn for subsaquent
discussion along lines suggested this morning.

I remain, dear Mr. President, N
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Department of Stafe

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 3, 1938,

MEMORANDUM FOR
HON. GEORGE T. SUMMERLIN

Will you talk with me
about this?

F. D. R.

¥
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GovernMENT Housk,
OTTAWA.

25th May, 1938.

The President of the United States of America
The White House,
Washington, D.C.,
U.S.A.

%(.2 Jﬂ,( Rmard’ﬁ

Thank you very much for your kind letter of May 12th.
It would be great fun if we could meet this summer. I would rather
it should be somewhere on the Manitoba boundary, for I would like
you to see our Prairies. But I have been invited to the opening
of the new bridge at the Thousand Islands on August 18th, and I
have provisionally accepted. Would a meeting there suit your plansy
Towards the end of August I shall be in the West for a tour of the
Prairies and British Columbia.

I have just come back from a tour in the drought areas of
Saskatchewan. This year they are wonderfully green, and the pros-

pects are good for a fine crop.

Ever yours,

(ot LV



May 12, 1938.

My dear Tweedsmuiri-

s ik 4
umu m m mum
“w 3 fwﬂm:h__ 1 i
wm_ i i
mm mwm m ‘mm
mum :.muu" mmm

il % iy

Always sinocarely,



GovernMENT House,
OTTAWA.

30th April, 1938.

The President of the United States of America,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.
;L )Eﬁ-f }r;z_ L’—ntft_,“_
}" fuﬁ-wﬁ'

I was delighted to receive your gift of the feether edition
of your South American addresses. It will be an invaluable addition
to my American library.

We think of you a great deal up here and wish you very
well in your difficult task. My wife has just gone home for a holi-
day, and if I can wind up my Parliament in time I will sail for Eng-
land on July lst for a few weeks. In August we start for our tour
in the West. If by any happy chance you are in the Middle VWest of
your own country at that time you know how much I would like you to
join me in Manitoba for a look at our Prairie country.

With kindest regards.
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sctibed—an lin obvious personal animes-
ity, the complete lack of dignity of it
hunlil and its sfudied offenaslvensin.
The Torcnto Glebe and Mail which,
‘whatever it may think of Mr. Hepbura

moment with the rightness or wrengaeu
of the Hepburn ecppesition to the 5t
Lawrence seawars but, like our Ostario
confreres. we would like to say a word
In defence of elemantary gésd manners
In public life, more particulasly whes it
comen to the writben weord s betwesn
political beaders. Th=gs may be said is
the heat of debate or when a1 & puhblic
mesting & apeaker. feeling his audience
with him broomes “imtoxicaied with the
exmberance of his own verbosity™ which
in cosler mements ihe man who seid
them may regret. It in ancther thing Bow-
ever for a public mas—even 10 really
imporfant & man ay & Premier of Ontario
—ta sit dewn and write io the Canadiss
Prime Minister a_ leter which cannot
measire up to the stasdard of even good

e,

Mr. Hepbura need mot lesve Quern's
Park, Toronte for o tradition of conflicts
with OMaws on all soris of important
izpues. If he cares to go over the public
papers in his own proviscial library he
will find that the correspomdence in
which these battles were f WAl CaF-
ried on in the laaguage of geatleman.
Slr James Whitney &nd Wilrid .
Laurier did not wsee exactly eyc fo eye
in gﬂn than one jssue and the
of Ootarie of that day was net
naled for meckness in ac Ol
Mowat, that deughty Uttle fighter "west
fo the mai" with Ottaws a desen times
on what he regarded as the vital [sque
of provincial rights. Yet we cannct imag-
ime either Sir James or Sir Oliver agcus-
ing his oppedlie number &t Oitaws of
tryping’ to “comcoct” & “sguesze - |
whatever thal is—at Onfario’s expense.
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CFFICIAL ATHISE TO Il. rl_'nﬁ-._f{@"——- _{ J

THE SECRETARY OF STATE

AR TOMN, O . .:-‘). -
{
9 DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON
In reply refer to September 15, 1938

PR 811,001 Roosevelt, F.D./8057

My dear Miss LeHand:

Reference is made to your memorandum of August 31,
1938, enclosing for appropriate transmittal two photo-
graphs autographed by the President, at the request of
the Lieutenant Governor of Ontario.

The photographe were sent to the American Consul
General at Toronto with the request that they be delivered
to their destination, and I am now encloeing, at the re-
queet of the Consul General, a copy of a letter of thanks
for the President'e courtesy, received from the Office
of the Lieutenant Governor,

8incerely youre,
< A
ar %f?lﬁ'ﬁx R -
“Chief of Protocol,

Enclosure:
Letter of thanks,
Mies Marguerite A, LeHand,
Private SBecretary to the President,
The White Ht}ulﬁ-
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(cory)

(BEAL)
ONTARIO

OFFICE OQF
The Lieutenant Governor
Queen's Park
TORONTO

Beptember 9, 1338,

Dear Mr. Hengstler, -

His Honour the Lieutenant Governor desires me to
acknowledge receipt of your letter of September Bth
enclosing the photographs which were sent down to the
President for his autograph.

His Honour will be obliged if you will kindly
convey to Mr., Roosevelt his thanke for so kindly sign-
ing the pictures.

Youre truly,
M. P. JOHNBON,
Secretary.
H.C,Hengstler, Esq.,

.American Consul General,
Toronto, 2.



September 23, 1938

Ky dear Mr. Heanry:

Upon our return from Fochester, I
found your note of September ninth, with the
enclosed coples of the Prime Minister's eddress
at the Thousand Islsuds International Bridge
celebration. I have been glad to pass them
along to the President and he hes asked that
you tell the Prime Minister how much he appre-
ciatea his thoughtfulness in sending them %o
Him, He is delighted to have them.

With all good wishes,

Sinecerely yours,

M. H. McINTYRE
Becretary to the President

Hﬁ Ri LI m. hqt-

Private Secretary to
the Prime Minister,
D‘I"II-.

Canada.

TMB /mima



p)’.r"". cA A oA

Ottawa, September 9, 1938.

Mervin H. MclIntyre, Esqg.,
Secretary to
President Roosevelt,
N&Shiﬂg ton, D.C.
Dear Mr. McIntyre:

By direction of the Prime Minister, I
am sending you herewith copies of a reprint of
the address which he delivered at the dedication
of the Thousand Islands International Bridge
at Ivy Lea. Mr, King would be pleased if you
would kindly see that these are given to the
President.

Yours faithfully,

‘//ﬁ&gﬁ,ﬂhﬂfiffiﬂz;ﬁg#tﬁtﬂk},

-

H. R. L. Henry,
Privete Secretary.



The Bridge-Builders

ADDRESS BY

Rt. Hon. W. L. MACKENZIE KING, M.P.,
FPrime Minister of Canada

AT THE

DEDICATION OF THE
TrousanDp IsLanDs INTERNATIONAL BRIDGE atT Ivy LEa, OxTARID,
AnD Corrix's LANDING, NEw YORK,

August 18th, 1938.

OTTAWA
J. 0, PATENAUDE, 1.8.0.
PRINTER TO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY
1938



T'he Bridge-Builders

ADDRESS BY

RT. Hon. W. L. MACKENZIE KING, M.P,,
Prime Minister of Canada
AT THE

DeDpICATION OF THE
TroUsAND IsLANDS INTERNATIONAL BRrIDGE AT Ivy LEa, OxTARID,
AND CoLuin's Lanping, New Yorg,

August 18th, 1938.

I had hoped that on this occasion the Dominion of Canada
might have been represented by our Governor General, The Right
Honourable Lord Tweedsmuir. For months past, His Excellency
had been looking forward to to-day’s ceremonies. Upon his
departure, on the eve of prorogation of our Parliament, his last
words to me were: “ We shall meet at Ivy Lea.” 1 know how real
his disappointment will be to-day that the time of his return has
been unavoidably postponed.

Lord Tweedsmuir will particularly regret that he has been
deprived of renewing, amid to-day’s memorable associations, the
warm personal friendship he enjoys with you, Mr. President, and
of joining with you in giving expression to the friendship which,
Over so many years, has existed between the peoples of the United
States and Canada. Lord Tweedsmuir's presence in England is itself
a reminder of that wider friendship which exists between the United
States and all the nations of the British Commonwealth.

I should like to express to Mr, Russell Wright, to the Chairman
of The Thousand Islands Bridge Authority, and to its other
members, and to my friend, Mr, George T. Fulford, how much I,



also, have appreciated their kind invitation; and how highly I esteem
the privilege of being among the number present at this afternoon's
ceremony. I, too, have been privileged to enjoy a friendship with
President Roosevelt which extends now over many years. Like him,
I have sought, whenever and wherever the opportunity has presented
itself, to further and cement ties of international friendship and good-
will, not alone between the English-speaking countries of the world,
but between all countries. It is a joy to me to be able to join with
the President this afternoon in drawing to the attention of the
citizens of other lands, as well as our own, the wide significance of
to-day’s proceedings, and much that is symbolized by the new
structure, the dedication of which to public use is the occasion of
this vast international gathering.

Appreciation of President Roosevelt's visits to Canada

On behalf of the Government and people of Canada, T should
like to say to President Roosevelt how pleased and honoured we all
feel that he should have found it possible, to-day, to pay our country
another visit, and to accept an honorary degree from one of its
leading Universities. May I express as well, on behalf of all Cana-
dians, our profound appreciation of the address delivered by the
President at Queen’s University this morning. It will meet with a
warm respotise in the hearts of all lovers of justice, liberty and peace.
This is the third official visit of the President of the United States to
Canada in as many years. We recall with pride and delight the
President’s visit to the ancient citadel of Quebec on J uly 31st, 1936.
On September 30th of last year, before embarking upon a eruise on
the Pacific Ocean, he paid a brief visit to the westernmost province
of the Dominion, honouring by his presence its beautiful capital, the
city of Victoria. In visiting Kingston to receive from Queen’s Uni-
versity the degree of Doctor of Laws, he has this morning honoured
another of our historie cities, one which, a century ago, was looked
upon, and spoken of, as the citadel of Upper Canada. These have
been official visits, paid in the course of years filled with over-
whelming responsibilities, and the most arduous of publie duties,
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It is a pleasure to recall that there have been unofficial visits
as well. The waters of the Atlantic, even more than those of the
Pacific, have extended to President Roosevelt a continuous welcome
to our shores. For many years, the Island of Campobello, off the
New Brunswick coast, has been for the President a place of residence
or recreation in the summer months. Personal and official visits alike
remind us how near to the heart of the President—and I might add,
to the hearts of us all—is his policy of the good neighbour. For the
many expressions of international friendship and good-will, towards
our country, by the Chief Executive of the United States, the Gov-
ernment and people of Canada are profoundly grateful. It is a
gratitude which may well be shared by an anxious world,

International significance of universities of Canada and the
United States

In honouring the Chief Executive of the United States, Queen’s
University has this morning been able also to pay a tribute of esteem
and of enduring friendship to the people of the United States. The
tribute will especially be welcomed, by Canadians, as the gift of a
University of a long and honourable academic tradition, which has
given to our country, alike in professional and political eallings, not
a few of its most public-spirited sons.

It may, at this time, be not inappropriate to remark that the
interchange of professors and students between our universities
in either country has contributed richly to both. I hope that a
continuance of this fraternity of learning may serve to deepen the
channels of understanding between our respective countries,

I may be pardoned, perhaps, if T mention that this morning’s
ceremony vividly recalled to me my own indebtedness to the uni-
versities of the United States for opportunities of post-graduate
study and research. The passing years have served to inerease, rather
than to diminish, the sense of obligation T feel for the opportunities
thus enjoyed. Particularly is it a pleasure to me to remember, at
this time, my own academic connections with Harvard University ;

3



to recall that Harvard was the President's Alma Mater; and that it
was at Harvard, on an oceasion not dissimilar to that of this morning,
I first had the pleasure of meeting Mr. Roosevelt, and of forming a
friendship which, in years to come, was not to be without its associa-
tions with the publie life of our respective countries,

The Thames and the St. Lawrence

May I turn now to the particular ceremony of this afternoon
and its significance. There is always a satisfaction in seeing the
completion of an important public undertaking. I should like to join
with others present in extending heartiest congratulations to all who
have had to do with the conception, construction, and completion
of the Thousand Islands International Bridge.

In May of last year, while attending, in London, the Coronation
of Their Majesties King George and Queen Elizabeth, T had the
honour of being invited to open a new bridge over the Thames, at
Chelsea. My thoughts at the time were naturally of that historie
river whose rural beauty is a pleasure to all, and upon whose banks
are famous eities, including Oxford and London., I did not forget
that the waters of the Thames had witnessed great struggles for
freedom which had brought the British race to a proud position in
the world. Nor did I forget that these associations formed a part
of the heritage of the British Commonwealth.,

All of this comes back to my mind as I seek to speak of the
significance of to-day’s ceremony. Tt is not the Thames, it is the
St. Lawrence that is in our thoughts to-day. The St Lawrence,
too, is not without its history, a history which may well be the
pride of the peoples of this Continent. It, also, has its great natural
beauty. Where in the whole wide world is there a more majestic
approach to the interior of any land; more in the way of an ever
changing loveliness on an unprecedented scale? The St Lawrence,
too, has witnessed cities, universities, and capitals rise into being on
its banks. Its waters, like those of the Thames, have been the scene
of many struggles which have contributed to a larger freedom.

4



Symbols of national unity and international amity

So much for similarities which are not without their signifi-
cance. There are differences, however, which are of even greater
significance to the world to-day. The Thames, from its source to
the sea, is within the confines of a single State. Its waters are
national in character. The waters of the St. Lawrence, in con-
siderable part, are international waters. They serve to divide, as
well as to unite. The possibilities of friction between the two coun-
tries are not lessened by the fact that their boundary, in part, is a
vast inland waterway which stretches a thousand miles and more
from the interior of the continent to the sea. Over the greater part
of that distance rivers and lakes constitute the international frontier
between Canada and the United States,

The bridge at Chelsea serves to emphasize and enhance the
inheritance of commerce and culture shared by those who dwell
on either bank of the Thames—a single people in one country.
This Thousand Islands Bridge serves to emphasize and, we cannot
doubt, will enhance through the years, the inheritance of commerce
and culture shared by the peoples on either bank of the St. Lawrence
—not one people, but two. The bridge at Chelsea stands as a symbol
of national unity; this bridge is a symbol of international amity.
It constitutes yet another of the many bonds which join two peoples
who rival one another, not in enmities or in armaments, but in
devotion to the ways of peace and the spirit of conciliation. Upon
a bridge, itself a symbol of international friendship and good-will,
we are celebrating once again a century and more of peace between
the United States and Canada. When we reflect upon the disputed
frontiers which threaten peace in other quarters of the globe, we
cannot but feel that the ceremony in which we are participating has
in it something of significance to the world.

A common background: an insufficient guaraniee of peace

It may be thought that we owe our achievement to a common
background; or that it is due to Chance that our frontiers differ so
greatly from the frontiers of states on other continents. It is true
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that we can claim to share the culture of two old world eiviliza-
tions, The names of Champlain and Frontenae, Marquette and
LaSalle belong scarcely less to you than to us, and no historian has
recounted their exploits more vividly than your own Francis
Parkman, Likewise, until 1776 the history and heritage of the
British Commonwealth, to which I referred a moment ago, belonged
as much to the thirteen Colonies, as it does to us.

This common background, however, was not sufficient to ensure
our peace. The Seven Years war, the war of the American Revolu-
tion, the war of 1812, the Canadian Rebellion of 1837-38, all turned
the St. Lawrence and the Great Lakes into an area of signifieant
conflict. The ancestors of those who to-day are here assembled to
rejoice that another link has been forged which serves to further
their common interests, and to cement their friendship were, in those
turbulent periods of our history, at enmity one with the other in
either civil or international strife.

Human nature is much the same wherever it exists. Our popu-
lations, after all, do not, in origin, differ greatly from those of Europe.
Indeed, the European countries have contributed most to their com-
position. Each of our countries has its problems of race and creed
and class; each has its full measure of political controversy. Never-
theless we seem to have found the better way to secure and maintain
our peace,

The art of international bridge building

This international highway speaks of that better way. In itself
it is one vast undertaking, but it is made up of pieces of solid ground
and a series of bridges. Where solid ground has been lacking, and
the way, in consequence, made impassable, bridges have been built.
Imposing structures they are, ingeniously combining utility and
beauty,

In the realm of international relations we, too, have learned to
bridge our differences. We have practised the art of building
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bridges. There is indeed no more striking symbol of unity, of inter-
course, and of friendship than a bridge. From antiquity to the
present, bridges have been built to span the spaces of separation.
Their very appearance suggests the surmounting of difficulties, the
overcoming of barriers, the broadening of the path of progress and
peace. The peoples of this continent, whether coneerned with steel
and stone, or with the invisible realities of mind and spirit, have,
for the most part, been bridge-builders worthy of the name. In
politics, as in road-making, it is a great thing, Mr. President, to
know how to build bridges.

In the art of international bridge-building there are two struc-
tures, each with its association with the St. Lawrence and the Great
Lakes, of which I should like to say just a word. They stand out as
monuments of international co-operation and good-will. Each has
its message for the world of to-day. The one is the Rush-Bagot
Agreement of 1817; the other, the International Joint Commission
created in 1909,

The Rush-Bagot Agreement: a means of escape from
competitive arming

Before the War of 1812 and while it was being waged, citadels
and arsenals came into being. Naval yards were set up and armed
craft appeared on the waters of the St. Lawrence and the Lakes.
Hostile forts frowned at each other from opposite shores. An
armament race had begun; and had it been permitted to continue,
we should have been looking back on a eentury of suspicion, enmity
and hatred, instead of rejoicing, as we are, in a century of peace,
In the course of the War of 1812, as many as 20 armed vessels were
constructed in the Naval Yards at Kingston. One of these, the St.
Lawrence, was actually larger in size, and carried more guns, than
Nelson’s Vietory at the Battle of Trafalgar. Within three years of
the conclusion of the war, we, happily, had determined to place our
reliance upon Reason instead of upon Force, and to substitute for

7



any surviving ill-will such a measure of solid good-will as should
bridge succeeding years. By the Rush-Bagot Agreement the total
armament on the Great Lakes and the St. Lawrence, as well as Lake
Champlain, was not to exceed six armed vessels, weighing not more
than one hundred tons, and mounting one eighteen-pounder apiece.

On the first of this month I had the honour of re-opening, at
Kingston, the large fort which has recently been restored. Its name
is Fort Henry. It, too, owed mueh of its size and strength to the
War of 1812 and to fears of possible future invasion of Canada by
her powerful neighbour. Fort Henry has been reconstructed to
attract, not to repel, possible invasions from the United States.

The Rush-Bagot Agreement was a self-denying ordinance. As
such it provided a means of escape from competitive arming, It
was limited in its application to the St. Lawrence and the Lakes.
In fact, it served to end all armaments on an international frontier
extending from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific. This significant
document has served as the most effective instrument in promoting,
between our neighbouring countries, an enduring peace.

The International Joint Commission: a crowning achievement

The decision never to arm against each other was taken, as I have
indicated, over a century ago. In our own time, we have crowned that
decision by the construction of other bridges of international friend-
ship and understanding, By far the most important of them is the
International Joint Commission, It was created to adjudicate all
questions of difference arising along our four thousand miles of fron-
tier. In the quarter of a century of its existence, by substituting
investigation for dictation, and conciliation for coercion, in the adjust-
ment of international disputes, the Commission has solved many
questions likely to lead to serious controversy. This bridge of peace
has been the more significant in that while countries on the continents
of Europe and Asia have been inereasing their frontier armaments,
the United States and Canada have settled all their boundary differ-
ences by the method and processes of reasoned discussion,

8



The task of the bridge builders

A word in conclusion: The international bridge building of
which I have been speaking, and of which our international bridges
are fitting symbols, has grown naturally out of our common needs
and our common will to live together as good friends and neighbours.
All stand as acts of faith in human intelligence and good-will. They
mean for us a precious cultural and constitutional heritage which
it is our joint purpose to foster and maintain.

It will be at once obvious that the challenges to an international
order, founded upon the rule of law, are many and dangerous. No
one who looks at the distracted and disordered state of the world
to-day can fail to be impressed by the extent to which the forces
of international anarchy are seeking to prevail, and to subvert those
standards of human conduet which we have come to regard as essen-
tial attributes of our civilization. The task of the bridge builder
remains. I think I speak the mind of both countries when I say
that, not only are we determined to preserve the neighbourly rela-
tions, and the free ways of life, which are our priceless heritage,
but that we earnestly wish to see them become a part of the common
heritage of mankind. To that end, we are prepared to go on building
bridges, to throw the span of friendship and of freedom across the
troubled waters of our time.
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childlishly simple one but I think it expresses
the immediate test.

I 8%11l1 look forward to that visit
when we get around tc our trade agreement!

Faithfully yours,

The Rizht Honorable
W. B. Megkenzie King, P.C., C.M.0,,
Prime linister of Canada,

Ottawa.



ADDRESSED TO

the Presldent
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DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

October 4, 1938

My dear Mr. President:

In compliance with your request, I am encloeing a
draft of a letter which you may wish to send to the
Prime Minister of Canada in reply to hie telegram to
you of September 30, congratulating you, on behalf of
the people of Canada and the Canadian Government, on

the part which you played in the recent European crisis.

Faitgfully yours, ﬂi

The President,
The White House.
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Vg November 3, 1938.

My dear Tweedsmuir: -

I am delighted that you are back
and especlally that you are in excellent health
égain. My one regret is that these few days are
my last at Hyde Park until late in the Spring.
It would be so much nicer in every way to have
you and Lady Tweedsmuir come here to Hyde Park
where we could lead a simple life with few in-
terruptions from official duties.

I hope, however, thut you will
both come to us for a weekend in Vashington this
winter. By that time we shall know more about
the King's visit.

As you probably know, I huve been
corresponding with him directly and have expressed
the hope that when he and Her Majesty come to the
United States they will spend two or three cays
with us quietly at Hyde Park. As I sald to him,
the American people admire the essential democracy
of the King and Queen, and it would help if the
formal ffunctions™ could be supplemented by =
peaceful and simple visit to a peaceful and simple
American country home.

Ronald Lindsay and I agree that it
is probably advisable for the King and Gueen to
spend & day officially in Washington and to visit



-

the Exposition in New York for a couple of hours --
but, as you know, Hyde Park 1is enroute to both of
these places from Canada. .

It was delightful to have the Murrays
here and, sfter you have talked with Mackenzle
ving, we can proceed further with the preparedness

proiill.

My sincere regardés to you both,

Faithfully yours,

Right Honorable Lord Tweedsmuir,
governor General of Canada,
Dttawa,

Conada.



GoverNMENT Housk,
OTTAWA.

3lst October, 1938,

The Fresident of the United States of America,
Hyde Fark on the Hudson,
New York State.

Acy Jiar 7 ppperet

We have had the Arthur Murrays here for the last few days;
alas! they go home tomorrow. I was delighted to see them looking
so well. Arthur gave me a most interesting account of some of his
talks with you, and we have prepared, as you desired, a memorandum
which I will discuss with my Prime Ninister as soon as he gets back.
We expect him about the end of the week.

As I told you, my time in England was mostly spent doing a
'cure' in a elinic in North Wales. It did me an enormous amount of
good, and I am starting the winter in excellent health, which is
Just as well, for 1 have a good deal to do. I have some big journeys
in the spring, and the King's visit will be something of a business.

I was released from my clinic in the last week of Septem-
ber, and spent that hectic week in London. I have never had the
chance of telling you how vital your intervention was. Your second
message to Hitler, especially, was, to my mind, what clinched the mat-
ter. It made Hitler realise that he could not oppose the massed
commonsense of the civilised world.

I hope the Congressional elections will go well, and that

you have been having a real rest in the country. Arthur lurray gave
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GovernMENT Housk,
OTTAwA.

me a very govod account of your health. Some time I should greatly
like to arrange a meeting and have a talk with you, for there are
many matters which concern our common peace.

My wife joins in sending our warmest regards to Mrs. Roose-

velt and yourself.

g
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Letter dated Dec, 20, 1938 Re: visit of Their lMajesties from

lackenzie ¥ing - See: Hing and Queen folder - Foreign File
Draver 1--1939

Carbon copy of letter to lackenzie King from FDR dated Jan, 18,1939
fe: Kigg and Cueen visit - See: King and Cueen Folder - ForeignFile
Draver 1--1939



Jomaxy 19, 1939

Dear Mockencie:

I have beea realing the little volume
your (randfather and I am delighted to lnow
the fault was &ll mine -- for I had picked the
wrong Benjamin Franiklin Butler. There were, as
you know, two of them.

your

fhore is no question what side
Grandfather would be on today, and honestly I
think tkat liberals in tude day -nd generation
bave much easier sledding than they did a hundred
Jears agoe.

I forgot to mentien in my letter of yester-
doy that 1t is entirely agreeedle that Canadian
responsibility for all aspescte of Their Majesties
Journsy cease at the border of the United States
and that you assume the responsibility again when
they enter Canada early in the morming of June

I am having our Seoret Service and an
Army representative arrange to meet with your people.

As ever yours,

The Hight Honorable
Ve L. Mackensie “ P. ﬂ-. C. M. Gy
Prime Minister of Canada,
Ottawa, fdr/tmb



]\} K / ” EFE]NTTAWE ja °
W o -

\ M Lﬁ-ﬂ—"? 2 . r11;
@w W Preadenk

\Lm\llﬁ-{ﬁm %LWM

T_M Y, ’P 57_% yﬁ/ﬁf/ff-‘iﬁf‘/
pwi VH M aﬂaw W o T 7
;N L LL; f oti? U_(7
| e ”W bics ny s &/W
\ Hh b etk &/fH).jJ srt &n«.ﬁ du»«i lwir—fe
t o [ ki
t{‘*n Jt: wﬂ ) [%( A&A Lébmé/z
& {L)k L-ow /-—.-m‘_,&\ e brrinn L,,:;Lamw?
]\Mﬁw | (nd W/( | ] A
. W e ',f‘f%m-e O
>

o st Ule th "
b Hair £ mﬂ-&;m ff}l%f“w“‘*ﬂ WLT“&






o’

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

/".1' ."Jf--; 1':.-
March 8, 1939, '
f
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MEMORANDUM FOR
THE P. ao

The President would like
this given to him tomorrow

morning.



Tk TO

THE SECRETARY OF STATE
ARHIMITOMN, O, €.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON
March 7, 1939

In reply refer 4o
PR 811,001 Roosevelt, F.D, /6252

My dear Miss LeHand:

I am sending you herewith a strictly perscnal
and confidential sealed letter addressed to the
President by the Prime Minister of Canada. The
American Chargé d'Affaires at Ottawa states that
Mr., King exprsssed the hope that it would be brought
to the President's attention as soon as possible,
in as much as it contained important information which

he believed would be of eepecilal interest to Mr.

Roosevelt,
8incerely yours,
C;;Eiéjéiiégﬂakerzuifqéii
Chjef of Protocol.
Enclosure:

Sealed letter.

Miss Marguerite A, LeHand,
Private Becretary to the President,

The White House,
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CANADA
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I have been long in wr

tawa,
rch E' 1939 .

1ting to thank you

for your kindness In saying, in your letter of

January the 18th, that you much
bring me with him as his Ministe
the time of His Majesty's visit
and particularly for your kindne
it would really help if I could

I did not write you at
before writing, to obtaln furthe
respect to the Royal visit and,
Just whether, with our Parliament
was golnz to be possible for me
iing on hls tour throughout Cana
I saw you were leaving for the 3
1t better to await your return b

It is now definitely d
Prime lilnister, I will accompany
on thelr tour throuchout Canada.
ad journ lor a part of the time t
but, in all probability, will ea

hoped the King would
r in attendance at
to the Whilte House,
88 1n saying that
arrange to come,

once as I wished,
r detalls with au
in particular, to be

in session, it
to accompany the
da. Later, when
outh, I thought
efore writing,

eclded that, as
Thelr Majesties
Parliament will
ney may be here
rry on 1lts

proceedings over the greater part of the time.

Fortunately,. I have the best of

& large majority 1n the House of
therefore, feel no anxlety in en
proceedinzs to other members of

the tlme Parllament may be in se
Their lajestles are here.

colleagues, and
Commons. I shall,
trusting its

the Cablnet during
sslon, while

e



Having regard to the cordlality of your
wlsh, as expressed in your letter, and having
regard, as well, for the fact that I shall be
accompanying IHis liajesty as "Minlster-in-attendance"
throughout the whole of his visit in Canada, nothing
would glve me, personally, more pleasure than to
be present, in the same capaclty, with the King
during the few days Their Majestles will be in the
Unlted States. I understand that before a final
declsion is reached by His Vajesty as to who, if
anyone at all, is to accompany him as a Minlster
or linisters In attendance, 1t 1s proposed to
ascertaln your own wishes and to be gulded by
them,

In the;;:;f;cumatances, i1t would, of
course, not do for me to express any opinion as

to what may or may not be best from the polint of
view of the United 3States. 3o far as Canada 1s
concerned, I have no doubt that the Hing will wish
to lmow my views, havins regard, In particular, to
the relations existing between our two countries,
and the fact that 1t will be durlng the course of
hls visit to Canada, that the visit to the United

States will be made.

As, however, you may wish to lmow Just
how I may be circumstanced at the time of the King's
visit, I have thought I should let you lknow at
once that I shall be acting as Mlnlster-in-attendance
upon the XIing throughout the period of his visit to
Canada, and that nothing would give me more pleasure
than to accompany Hi1s Majesty ,in the same capaclty,
in the course of his visit to the United States,
should this accord with your own and His Majesty's
wlshes.

I hove you have returned to Washincton
mach beneflted by your short trip on the sea.

aéuuruinLﬁum-,ﬁuqfnnfqﬁru.nh_

Franklin D. Roosevelt, s cany ""“:""j,

Presldent of the United States of Ameries

The Whlte House, ’/M -
Washington, D.C, i d
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Franklin D. Roosevelt,

President of the United States of America,
The White House,

Washington, D. C,.

PRIME MINISTER



April 16, 1839,

cl in
nh“ﬁlﬁ.ﬁ&m

Dear Mackenzie:-

As evar yours,

Maokengtie King, P.C., C.M.

Prime Ninieter of Canada,

-

The Right Honorable



Dear Sir:

The Minister, who is 11l in bed with
an attack of Influenze, has asked me to send in
your care the enclosed letter to the President of
the United States from the Prime linlster of Canada
which has just come down in the diplomatic bag and
to say that he would appreclate it very much 1f you
would be so kind as to give this letter personally
to the President.

Thanking you on behalf of the Minlster,

Yours very truly,

Kot s Mards

Secretary to the Minister.

Stﬂr‘hen Early’ ESQQJ
Assistant Secretary to the Presldent,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.
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Ottawa,
Aprll 12, 1939.

i dhs Porcoesliat —

I am greatly pleased to let you kmow
thet I have recelved from the King an invltation
to accompany His Majeat& in the capaclty of
Minister in Attendance during the days of Ils
liajesty's visit to the United States. I am
naturally delizhted at the prospect of belng
at Washington at the time of the vislt of the
Einr and Queen.

For the sake of mankind, I pray that,
in the interval, nothing may happen which wlll
malte 1mpossible Thelr Majestles' vislt to
Canada and the United States. It would almost
seem that, short of some actual declaration of
war, the European situation could not be more

eritical than it i1s just at this time.



It 1s with the greatest pleasure
that I am lookling forward to seeing you again
in the month of May, and of sharing with Mrs.
Roosevelt and yourself some of the memorable

events of the Royal wvisit.

Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Presldent of the Unlted States of Amerieca,
The White Houase,
Washington, D.C.



May 34, 1939,
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The Right Honorable Lord Tweedsmulr,
Governor Ceneral of Canada,
Government House,

Ottawa, Cenada.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 17, 1939,
MEMORANDUM FOR
THE PRESIDENT

You asked to be reminded to
write to Lord Tweedsmuir on Monday.

G.



GoverNMENT Housk,
OTTAWA.

Private. 11lth March, 1939.

The President of the United States of Americsa,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.

‘““-V‘JLH (?rﬂ:-*’ﬂﬁ'

I am venturing to send you & line of greeting before I
getart on a month's tour of British Columbia, where, beside much
gpeech-meking, I hope to get some eteelhead fishing.

I need not tell you with what admirstion I have followed

your recent doings. Your utterances urbi et orbi have been far

the moet important evente in recent months, and they have done an
enormous amount to ocuieten the world. A good deal, I think, de-
pends upon whether Franco will follow the Spanish tradition of
truculent independence. But the key-polnt 1s still, I think, Ger-
many. I agree whole-heartedly with the London charwoman who,
gtruggling with a gas mask, obeerved "If only that lr. 'Itler
would marry and settle down!"

You have nad Tommy Lascelles with you in Washington, and
you will no doubt have got the detalle for the royal visit more
or lese settled. I have an easy Job. My task was to get the King
and Queen to come out, and it is now Cenads's funeral. I have

nothing to do except to entertain Their Majesties at Ottawe and

see them off at Halifax. The heavy end will fall upon my Prime
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GovernMENT HousEk,
OTTAWA.

liinieter, who will have to accompany them on their tour in the
West.

I do hope 1t will be poeeible for us to meet eome time
this summer. I am golng to Hudeon's Bay snd the Peace River in
August. I long to accept your kind invitation to Hyde Park.
Would 1t be poesible to invite myself to come to you for a couple
of nights some time in the fall?

My wife Joins me in sending our warmest greetinge to

Yrs. Roosevelt and yourself.

Jr
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The President of the United States of America,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.

_,f«7 ).L'"¢~r Em:’vti’q’

Thank you very much for your letter of May 24th which
arrived when I was trying to catch salmon on Tom Lamont's water in
the Cascapedia.

There is nothing that my wife and I would like better than

-

"J':;.-

to visit you at Hyde Park for a week-end in September. I gather you
will be there then. I think it very likely that about that time
there may be a Canadian election, when it would not be a bad thing
for me to be out of the countryf I expect to be back from Hudson's
Bay by the end of August.

The Royal visit to Canada was a miraculous success. French
Canada especlally went off its head about it. The visit needed a
good deal of arrangement, but there was no hitch, and there has been
no ill-feeling left behind anywhere. I most warmly congratulate you
on the arrangements you made for the visit to the States. I have just
returned from seeing the King and Queen off at Halifax, where I had
long talks with both of them. They were enthusiastic about their visit
both to Washington and to Hyde Park, and the King especially was very
full of his talks with you. You have given him many things to think
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With kindest regards to you and your family.

Yours ever,

6 2 ?.yjﬁbh tae ;"

P
&g

"#’.“



The President of the United States of America,
The White House,

Washington, D.C.,
U.S.A,



ﬁ UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
BUREAL OF FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC COMMERCE

OFFICE OF COMMERCIAL ATTACHE
LEGATION OF THE UMITED STATES OF AMERICA
OTTAWA, CANADA

June 24, 1939

Tot The Legation (The Minister)
From: Commercial Attache, Ottawa

Subject: Avenues of Approach Toward Better Relations Between Canada
and the United States

Ae result of the discussions before the third conference on
Canadian-American Affaire at Canton, New York, it has been suggested
that as a supplement to these relatively abstract reviews of problems
between the two countries, it would be comstructive to point out
specific action which would provide a foundation for better relations
between the United States and Canada, two countries which have already
establighed an example in harmonious relationships, economic, social
and otherwige,

One of the most far-reaching proposals discussed was the posel-
bility of mutual governmental assurance to the stability of exchange
rates between Canadian and American currency. It was pointed out that
a divergence in values for the Canadlan and Unlted States dollar had
in the past upset the whole fabric of business relationships between
the two countries.

Speaking generally, capital investment between the two countries
is based on the assumption that parity of exchange would exist between
Canada and the United States but whenever exchange equilibrium is upset
definite hardehipe are incurred and these frequently produce emotional
reactions unfavorable to the relations between the two countries, For
example, between 1932 and 1933, when the value of the Canadian dollar
was at a discount ranging from 8 to 18 per cent on monthly averages,
the federal and provincial governments in Canada, as well as corporations
having obligatione payable in United States funds, found themselves faced
with an obligation to pay their debts at a premium ranging from 10 to 20
per cent, an unforeseen exchange liability. Canada diecharged the obli=-
gation but in fulfilling the contract pudlic opinion was inclined to the
view that the exchange premium was an unwarranted surcharge. Few people
understand international finance and the majority have no satisfactory
definition for a dollar, Therefore, it is difficult to explain to the
average taxpayer why a dollar issued by one country in the North American
continent should be different from the value of a dollar issued by ite
neighbor, especially when both countriee have similar governmental and
financial structure with credit in both instances backed by proven
capacity to pay and eimilar economic rescurces.



In day-to-day commerclal obligatione disequilibrium in exchange
rates causes hardehips because purchasers of American goods in Canada
miet meet a surcharge in discharging thelr obligations, although the
payment of this premium does not represent any advantage to the American
seller, who slmply receives his regular price in American dollars.
Conversely, when the Canadian dollar is at a discount, American interests
which serve domestic markets complain of competition from Canada because
the reduced value of the Canadian dollar seems to give the foreign sup-
plier an unwarranted competitive sdvantege. The same is true in third
markets in which Canadian and United States exporters compete. In trade
between the two countries the assumed stimulation to exports arleing
from depreclated currency 1s not alweys realized because Canadian tariff
laws and, to a lesser extent, United States tariff provide for exchange
dumping duties on imports from countries with depreciated currencies,

Even in casual individual transactions, exchange differentials in
the two currencies cause hard feelings. The Canadian traveler in the
United States views his country's currency with an element of patriotiem
and when he finde in transactions within the United States that the
currency is not acceptable at all or is taken only at a heavy discount
it 18 natural that the feeling should arige that someone 1g cheating at
some point, The American traveler entering Canada with United States
funde may be pleasantly surprised to secure a premium value for his
currency but thies does not make wp for the lose of values occasloned
by the discount on Canasdian funds in the United States.

If Canada and the United States would make a mutual declaration
that official action would be taken by both governments to maintaln
parity between the United States and Canadian dollar it would promptly
eliminate an uncertainty which now exiete in long-term capital invest=
mente between the two countries, governmental and corporate flnancing
and a wide range of commercial transactions. Touriet trade, which has
glready contributed much to favorable relations between the two countries,
ghould be asslsted by mutual acceptance of the two currencles.

Quite probably such a declaration of exchange equilibrium would
require an escape clause in the event the authorities in one country
took action which was deemed inflationary by the other btut with thie
proviso it might be poseible to lesue part of the obligations of the
United States government as peyable in elither Canadlan or United States
funds and, reciprocally, Canada might make part of its govermmental
obligations payable in either Canadian or United States funds. BSome
tangible action along these lines would give an element of assurance
to the business community, which in the past has had to contend with
Canadian funde at a diescount of 2 to 12 per cent between 1919 and 1921,
an even larger discount between 1931 and 1933, which relationship was
followed by a premium of up to 5 per cent in 1934 and a rather irregular
trend near parity since that date,



Educational Matters

There would seem to be room for constructive action in the field
of education, looking toward improved relations between Canada and the
United States. In both countries the text books for history as used
in the school eystems are written largely from a national viewpoint
and frequently single incidents are presented from different angles,
resulting in confliect of public opinion in the two countries, All too
frequently the United States historles fall to give attention to Canada
which is warranted by the inter-dependence of the two countries, While
the narrow view found in history text books has been partially elim-
inated by good sense and voluntary collaboration by publishers in the
two countries 1t would seem feasible that the two governments could
cooperate to advantage in establishing some mutual organiszation to
review the presentation of Canadian-American history in the eduncational
system, providing construetive suggestions for text books on this
subject. Such a review body would presumably require support from the
state organi zations responeible in educational matters in the United
States and from the provincial governments in Canada which similarly
hold constitutional authority in matters of education,

Such & board of historical education might, on its own account,
preesent a review of Canadian-American history adaptable for diesemination
over the radic, The Canadian Broadecasting Corporation and the National
networks in the United States already have a desirable exchange of
suetalning programe and as historical drama is currently porular as a
radio theme the possibilities of constructive action vla radio are
promieing.

More Cansdian news in the United States press would be constructive
to good relations between the two countries, In Canada a surfeit of
United States newe is found in the dally press in contrast to the
eituation south of the border where coverage of Canada is scanty,
irregular, and frequently given secondary position to news from countries
wlth which our relations are not likely to be important in the future,
The NEW YORK TIMES maintains a correspondent in Canada tut other
important dallies in the United States secure thelr Canadian news second-
hand, largely under an exchange arrangement between the Canadian Preass
and the Associated Press, More correspondents of United States papers
could be advantageously assigned in Canada,

S8ince French is a popular foreign language for study in United
States educational institutions, there should be some possibilities for
an exchange of studente between the United States and the French-Canadian
section of Canada, In Quebec the mother tongue is French but English is
econsldered essential to a complete education and etudents in both



countries would benefit under an exchange arrangement, Further, such
an exchange would build up in the United States an understanding of
the problems peculiar to the French-Canadian element in Canada and,
conversely, would glve to Quebec students in the United States an
understanding of national problems, policies and views of our own
country, Such an exchange would be helpful in Canada's internal
relations becanse the elements of conflict between English Canada and
French Canada would be tempered if the latter had available an
objective acquaintance with the Anglo Saxon. The nationalistie
element among French-Canadians and the provincial and racial feeling
is engendered chiefly in that section of the population which has
never moved from ite own bailliwick, The French-Camdian who has
visited other parte of Canada or the United States is usually in a
position to contribute most toward national unity and racial accord
within Canada,

Collaboration on Standards

In discussing the possibility of trade between the two countries
which would be facilitated by a common standard of liquid and other
measure, it was mentioned that the use in Canada of the Imperial gallon
in contrast to the use of the wine gallon in the United States was an
occasional source of difficulty. However, since weights and measures
in both the United States and Canada are on a system different from
the metric system 1t was tentatively concluded that the best solution
of the problem of weighte and measures would require abandonment in
Horth America of the present system in favor of the metric system,
since the latter has definite advantages in sclence, is already
standard throughout Burope, and is in keeping with the monetary system
in North America,

However, onﬁ“murﬂ subject of standards it was believed that
the recent trend in both countries toward governmental standards for
the protection of the retail buyer had opened up a good field for
mitual agreements conducive to good relations between the two countries.
Progress already made on consumers' standards problems have been
complimentary rather than conflicting and it seems logical that the
United States could take the best part of Canada's work and Canada
support the best part of work undertaken in the United States to
mitual advantage, For example, the Federal Trade Commission in the
United States is giving consideration to stendardizing containers and
quality marks on canned fruite and vegetables, a subject of interest
in the United States. Rather than develop independent American
standards 1t would be conetructive if United States authorities would
follow the conclusions already reached in Canada, making such adjust-
ments or enlargements as are required, thus setting uwp a single set
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of standards for the North American Continent. An interesting dis-
cusslon on Canadian laws protecting consumers of food and drugs (and
the lack of such laws in the United States) is found in the March 27
lssue of the CONSUMERS GUILE,

In certain other fields consumer and technieal standards
established in the United States are of primary interest to that
country and therefore Canada could afford to utilize the American
definitions rather than develop conflicting national standards, In
mechanical engineering standards for machine screw products and other
technical definitions provide a good example. Both countries are inter-
ested in consumer standards for textiles, an excellent field for
cooperative action, Canada has developed a grain inspection service
and certificate which is considered in third markets as better than
that employed in the United States and since grain is a Canadian
speclalty the United States could advantageously take its cue from
Canada,

For some time differentials in electrical standards between the
two countries have been a source of irritation. The Underwriters
Laboratories in the United States as a private organization without any
statutory suthority provides an inspection service for American
electrical goods, issuing a label which already holds extensive
consumer acceptance, IElectrical inspection in Canada is furnished
chiefly by the Hydro-Electric Power Commission of Ontario holding
provineial emthority, and by cooperation, anthority in Quebee, It
ie commonly found that specifications and approvalse requirements of
the Underwriters Laboratories and the Ontario Commission are at
variance, necessitating separate tests on Canadian electrical goods
sold in the United States and changes in construction, approval tests
and fees on American electrical goods sold in Canada, The Dominion is
now taking steps to provide an electrical inspection service on a
quasi-federal basis and the United States might well give consideration
to a federal agency for the approval and inspection of electrical goods,
merchandise sold on a national basis. Assuming the existence of these
two federal agencles dealing with electrical standards it 18 logleal to
suggest common agreement on equipment which comes up to standards and
is safe for sale in either country,
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Suggesticns by Mr, Nerth

Posgtage Stempg

The feasibility of issuing a commemorative postage stamp
Jointly by the governments of the United States and Canada 1s
suggested as a possible subject for discuseion, The same etamp
would be valid for malling letters from the United States to Canada
and visa versa. Such a stamp should be of educaticnal value In
emphagizing the close relaticns exlsting tetween the two countrles
anil ghould not ereate any adverse critlclem to the effect that 1t
would be one step towards annexation,

Egtablighment of International Border

In many cases the international line dividing the two countries
intersects lands and even bulldings of the nationals of one country
or the other. The poesibllity of esteblishing an international zone
btetween the two countrles has arlgen from time to time.

About seven years ago the INTERNATICHAL FEACE GARDENW was es-
tablighed by the governments of the two countries between North Dekota
and Manitoba in commemoration of the lasting peace between the two
countries. There would appear to be a possibility for the expansion
of this idea.

In 1933 and 1934 studies were made respecting the steps which
the governments of the United States and Canada might teke to slmplify
the customs formelities on border traffic between the two countriles,
Among the subjJects to which attentlon wae glven were the following.
An asterlsk Indicates that there has been an improvement in the
situatlon slnce the studies were made in 1534;

$100 exemption grented resifents returning from elther country*
Reporting at the border

Gifte*

Autcmeblles and sgettlers' effects

Goods returned for repalrs

Sanples*

Emergency equipment

Autemebilesg®

Trucks

United Stetes enti-dumping procedure

These vericus subjecte as well as others were dlscussed 1in con-
slderable detall in a memorandum for Mr, Boal prepared by Consul
Julian Harrington and O, B, Nerth which was eubmitted as Enclogure
No, 2 to Desputech BEB of OCetoeber 31, 1924, from the Legaticsn ab Ctlawa,

Avery E’. I;a taﬁ?’v

Trade Commliesioner



Memorandum for Admiral Stark
From Gﬂpto Je Hos Towers
August 28, 1939

Sub ject--Alrplanes for Canada
Requested by Air Commodore Steadman for @Ganada.

See=lavy folder=Drawer 1=-1939
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Personal . 8th September, 1939.

The President of the United States of America,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.

Early in the summer you very kindly suggested
that my wife and I might pay you a short visit at Hyde
Park this fall. A good many things have happened since
then, and I do not know whether you still desire such
a visit. There are many things I should greatly like
to talk over with you, but it might be an embarrassment
to you if I came to see you at this time and the fact
were knmown to the public. If, however, you were at
Hyde Fark towards the close of this month I might be
able to slip down inconspicuously. I rather want to
spend a night in New York, too, to get a little medical
advice. Will you tell me quite candidly what you think?

I greatly sympathise with the difficulties of
your own position at the moment. For Britain the issues
are pretty grim, but they are perfectly clear. A few
days ago I mobilised the armed forces of Canada, and
yesterday I opened Farliament without any ceremonial.
As far as I can judge, Canadian sentiment is far more
united than it was even in 1914.

My wife joins me in kindest regards to lirs.
‘Roosevelt and yourself.
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The Vhite House,
Washington.
October 5, 1939.

ly dear Tweedsmuir:

I have put off writing you for these several
weeks because I have been torn between a great personal
desire to have you and Lady Tweedsmuir visit us at
Hyde Fark and tge problem of the position of the United
States in regard to the so-called neutrality laws. 1
have been hoping from day to day that the situation
would clear up sufficiently to make the political angle
of things conform both witi our own Eersunal relationship
and with what should be the completely normal official
relationships between Ottawa and Washington.

I have been talking with Cordell Hull about it
and we have reluctantly agreed that for two reasons it
is best, both for you and for me, to defer the visit.
The first is that you could not "slip down inconspicuously
to Hyde Park because under existing circumstances it
would be bound to be front page news both in your papers
and mine. The second reason is that, as you have
probably sensed, I am almost literally walking on eggs
and, having delivered my message to the Congress, an
having good prospects of the bill going through, I am
at the moment saying nothing, seeing nothing and
hearing nothing.

Frankly, I think that the bill has a good chance
of going through within the next two or three weeks and
when that time comes it will be not only wholly fitting
but "all to the good" to have you and Lady Tweedsmuir
come down for a weekend.

As you know, my trip to the West Coast is off
and I shall probably be at Hyde Park every other
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weekend until towards the end of November - and I am
most anxious to have you come in for a quiet few days.

I will write you again just as soon as I know
more definitely about dates - and in the meantime I
know you will understand.

As ever yours,

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT.

Rt. Hon. Lord Tweedsmuir,
Governor General of Canada,
Government House,
Ottawa, Canada.
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Personal. 26th October, 19%9.
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The President of the United States of America,
The White House,

Washington, D.C.,

0.5.A.

(/(47 J = T’Zm;vfﬂ-

Thank you very much for your letter of 5th October
which reached me in New York last Saturday, whither I had gone
to have some medical treatment.

If all goes well with the Neutrality Bill 1t would be
a very great pleasure to my wife and myself to pay you a short
vislt some time in November. You will let me know what you think
about that.

I was greatly interested in what I Judged to be (from my
talke in New York) American opinion. It is puzzled, as indeed we
all are. But evente wlll no doubt soon clarify the issues. I am
very anxious that the British Government should state, not specific
war alms, but a war purpose ;n the most general terms which would
give some hope, especially to youth, that the world will some day
be organised on saner lines.

I was delighted to find that some of your most strenuous

eritics in the past are now your whole-hearted supporters.
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GovernMENT HousE,
OTTAWA.

My wife Joins me in kindest regardes to Mrs. Roosevelt
and yourself.
7 t—-—r e JL--:‘—-"'_—- /
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Governor Gensrel of Cauede,

Rt. Hon. Lord Twooed

Covernmest Houae,

Qttawa, Canada.



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

THE SECRETARY
September 19, 1939,
ORANDUM FOR THE PRES

The proposed vielt of Lord Tweedsmulr thlis fall
would, in my opinion, be most inadvisable in view of
the forthcoming special sesslon of Congress. As the
head of a belligerent state and a man well known in
this country it would seem to be qulte impossible for
him to "slip down inconsplcuously" even to Hyde Park as
he suggests. The press, I feel sure, would learn of
his vielt and any attempt at its being inconsplcuous
would only increase the amount of speculatlion as to hils
purposes. Such publielty, I feel sure, would be used to
advantage by the administration's opponents to the repeal
of the arms embargo.

Lord Tweedsmulr appears from his letter to sense the
difficulties which his visit might entall and I am sure
that he would fully understand and appreclate a sugges-
tion that he defer the vislt on the grounds that you feel
that you must devote all your time and energy to the in-
ternational situation and the forthcoming special sesslon

of Congress.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 18, 1939.

MEMORANDUNM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

What do you think I should
say %o this? I could have him and
Lady Tweedsmulr at Hyde Park over
a weekend in Ootober but don't you
think 1t would be better to walt
until we get the Neutrality Bill

through?

F. D. R.
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GovernMENT House,
OTTAWA.

Personal. &th September, 1939.

The President of the United States of America,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.

ILLj )an Q.Hq;vf;:

Early in the summer you very kindly suggested that my
wife and I might pay you & short visit at Hyde Park this fall. A
good many things have happened since then, and I do not know whether
you still desire such a visit. There are many things I should
greatly like to talk over with you, but it might be an embarrassment
to you if I came to see you at thies time and the fact were known to
the public. If, however, you were at Hyde Park towards the close
of this month I might be able to slip down inconspicuocusly. I rather
want to espend a night in New York, too, to get a little medical
advice. Will you tell me quite candidly what you think?

I greatly sympathise with the difficulties of your own
position at the moment. For Britain the lssues are pretty grim,
but they are perfectly clear. A few days ago I mobilised the armed
forces of Canades, and yesterday I opened Parliament without any
ceremonial. As far as I can Judge, Canadian sentiment is far more
united than it was even in 191k,

My wife Joins me in kindest regards to Mrs. Roosevelt and

yourself.

L"""Lh-"ﬂ v e J
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DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

November 10, 1939

My dear Mr., President:

Following your press conference on October 27th
at which you stated what you proposed to do with re-
gard to the membership of tha_;g?;rnatinnnl Joint Com-
mission, Mr, Chriestie, the Canadlian Minister, spoke to
;n officer of the Department and sald he had recelved
a telephone call from Dr, Skelton, Canadlian Under
Becretary of 8tate for Forelgn Affairs, urging that
nothing be done until he had had time to make represen-
tations. Mr., Christie was informed that we were rather
surprised at Dr. Skelton's request since the matter had
been cleared with the Prime Minlster, as reported by
Mr. Roper in two letterse coples of which were sent to
you by Mr, Welles on August 2 and 23, 1939, It was sug-
gested to Mr, Christie that Dr, Skelton might therefore
wish to dlscuss the matter with the Prime Minister.

Later

The President,
The White House.



Later Mr. Christie telephoned again and said that
Dr. Skelton had talked to the Prime Minister and heard
about this for the firet time. In order to be fully
informed, Dr. Skelton aleo discussed the matter with
lUr. Key, an officer of our Legation, who has informed
me that it appears that the Prime Minister's vereion of
what was said during the first conversation tallies sub-
stantially with that reported by Mr. Roper in his letter
of July 29th (enclosure to Mr. Welles' letter of August 2nd).

However, with regard to the second conversation
between Mr. Roper and the Prime Minister it would seem
that the latter apparently failed to make his views en-
tirely clear. According to Dr, Bkelton the Prime Min-

ister stated to Mr. Roper:

"that he regarded the International Joint Commis-
sion as a symbol of North American good neighbor-
hood and was afraid that the prestige and effective-
ness of the Commission would be jeopardized if ite
present composition were changed as contemplated by
the American (Government. He claims that during
the second conversation he emphasized to Mr. Roper
that the Commieeion was a judiclal rather than an
administrative body and that, in consequence, it
would be diffiocult, if changed, for it to retain
the independent and judicial attitude which was
ite essential feature. The second point which the
Prime Minister claims that he stressed was the be-
lief that it would really be to the interest of
both governments to have the Commission continue

as
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a8 a buffer which could deal with any tangled

questlions without involving the governments di-

rectly in their determination."

Mr. Key further informed me that he gathered that
Dr, Skelton shares the Prime Minister's wiews with re-
gard to the personnel of the International Joint Commis-
slon but feels that it will be difficult for the Cana-
dlans to retaln the present character of the Cenadian
membershlip of the Commlssion in view of the changes
sbout to be made in the American sectlon and that, con-
seguently, in due course, the Canadlan Government may,
with what appears to be conslderable reluctance, appoint
offlclels to be Commlssioners who more or less will cor-
respond with oura,

It is cleer that the Canadians have some objections
which are etronger than those reported to us heretofore,
While I do not belleve that 1t 1s necessary that there
should be any change in your program, 1t seemed desirable,
however, to bring this situation tc your attention.

In the meantime we are continuing to give attention
to the selection of an appropriate officer to fill the
vacancy caused by the resignation of Governor Bartlett.

Falthfully yours,

(
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