


DEPARTMENT OF STATE pooS

DIVISION OF PROTOCOL

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. MceINTYRE
August 4, 1938.

The following are excerpts taken from a personal
and confidential letter dated June 28, 1938, which I
received from Norman Armour, American Ambassador to
Chile:

n### Confidentially, I am a little
worried at the thought of his postponing
his visit until after the elections in Novem-
ber at home. The presidential elections here
are not until late October and although the
inauguration of the new President will not be
until December 23rd, Alessandri will then be,
so to speak, "keeping the seat warm"™ for his
successor. Also 1t seems possible that the
excitement, to put it mildly, over the elec-
tions, may not have calmed down entirely by
that time. In fact, there are some people
who think that if Ross is elected, the Left
may not accept the verdict without attempting
to show some fight.

"However, all the above 1s negative. On
the positive side the President's visit would
have & splendid effect here and I am sure
that rather than not have him visit Chile, they
would prefer to have him come at any time the
President finds it possible to do so. Onm
second thought, if he waited until after the
elections at home, he would not reach here
presumably until late in November, by which
time all excitement following elections here
should have guieted down. Also this would be
sufficiently far in advance of the inaugu-
ration of the new President not to have any
confliet in that direetion. All things con-
sidered, therefore, 1f the President could time
his visit to come, let us say, between Novem-
ber 25th and December 5th, this would seem

to fit
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to fit in perfectly. He could then continue
on up to Lima for the opening of the Conference,

"Should the President prefer to go to
Lima first for the opening of the Conference
and then come on to Chile, he could still do
this provided he did not stay too long at
Lima. As the opening is on December 9th, if
he left there on December 1lth, that would
bring him here about the 1l4th-15th. This
would be only eight days before the inaugura-
tion of the new President here, which is fairly
close but would still probably be possible,
although I think the earlier date, prior to
the opening of the Lima Conference, would
perhaps be preferable.”

I thought you would be interested in having for
your files these confidential observations in regard to

a trip to the west coast of South America by the Presi-
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THE WHITE HOUSE

11/23 E,.B'l WASHINGTON

Summerlin:

"The American Amb. in Suntiago, Chile,
sent the following message: 1'Nov. ZZ. For the
Under Sec. Would it be possible to secure from
the President or the Sec. a message to be read
at the opening of the Chile-North American
Institute of Cultural Relations on Thursday,
Thanksgiving Day? The inauguration will take
place under suspices of Comision Chilena de
Cooperacion Intelectual at 7 PM, Nov. 24.

The British Foreign Minister sent a similar
message which was read at the opening of thse
British Institute last May and I know some such
official recognition from Washington will be
appreciated here. Armour, !

"Following is proposed message:

"tYour telegram 138, Nov. 22, Noon.
You are authorized to reud the following
messuge: <Lhe development of the cultural
relations between the peoples o the world
is of transcendental importance in the
present era. Tne attainment of a full
appreciation of the problems, the customs,
the ideuls, the aspirations of their
neizghbors is esgential if nations are to
bresk down the barrilers of misunderstonding.
I know that the new Chilean-North American
Institute of Cultural Relations is fully
alive to this great issue snd I am confi-
dent that it will make & most substantizl
contribution to the friendly znd sympathetic
understanding between the peoples of Chile
and the United Stutes. (Signed) Franklin

K



8 June 1939-
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Excellencys
r I have the honor to transmit to Your Escel-
lency, with the request that it be forwirded to its
! high destinstion, » letter from lis Ficellency Pedro
hguirre Cerd:, President of the fepuilic of Chlle, md-
éresscd to His Excellency Franklin D, Roosevelt, Pres-
icent of the United States of Americo,.-

For Your Excellency's informetion snd con=
venlence I um, ot the sume time, enclosin: & co ¥y of
! ] the letter in its original Spenish, &% well ps o
tronslution made st this Embassay,-

- Accept, Excellency, the sssurances af By

| highest considerstion.-

HIE EXCLLLENCY COHLELL HULL,
THE SLCRLT/RY OF STATER
WASHINGTON, D.C,

| —
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/;’nuam DE CHILE |

Buntiugo, 2 de Junlo de L%39-

| Mi estimndo Seflor Presidenti

i EL muy digno representonte de Vuestro La-
celencis wnte ml Goblerno, txcelentfsiso fmisjoder Sefr

lormpn Armour, yuso en mis minos el stento mencije ue

L Vuestrs Excelencie se sirvid cirigirme con oessidn ce Ls

proximidad del dfeimo sniversario del estovleciulento del

serviclo afrec directo entre Chile y los Lstados Unlios.-
Como bien lo dice Vuestr: Excelencls, gr--
cles o lu raplder vy seguridud de este magnifico scrvicla,
m nuestros niafses han Llegsdo o ser veclnos cerconos, y co=
mo tales pucden ayudarse ncuciose y eflcuzmente, unod &
otro, en todos los cumpos de sctividud plitlie: y privedo.
Por ello particlpo plenamente de l& conj lacencin que =
todos produce ls posibilidad slownzidc de une nfs estre-
sht cooperscidn entre los ciudedinos de Cnile ¥ los Erta-
dos Unides, poslibilidod gue se ve demostrido por ls pron=-
titud con que tuve o honrs recloir los Luenos deseos ¥
suludos personnles de Vuestrs Lkxcelencic, ctomo, irlalsao,
por le raplder igunl con (ua se impondrf de ests respues-
to en oue le msnifiesto mis vives ngriodeclmientos sln=-

gern congrotulucidn.
L =L
Lenclia,

{Fdo.) P. Aguirre Cerdco.

Al cOLCLLENTISIMG SEROR FHANELLIN L. ROQLLVELT,
FHESIDENTE DE LOE ESTALOE UNIDOS LL AMERICA.- .
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Bentisgo, « June 193%=

My decr dr, Presidents

The very worthy representuative of Your
Excellency befare my Government, fis Fxcellency Mmuirs-—
sodor Hormon Armour, put into my honds the kKind mes-
soge which Your Excellency wos good enougn to pddrest
to me on the occaslon of the fortheoming Tenth Annl-
versary of the estublishment of direct uir service
petweoan Chile and the United Stotes.-

As Your BExcellency polnts out, thunks
to the rapildity and safety of this megnifieceat ':I:":'_m_-,
our countries: heve become close nelghbores, tnd & such
moy diligently end efficeciously help eceh other, in
sll felds of pablic ond privite wctivity. Therelore,
I join fully in the plessure felt by all st the pos-
gluility uttoined of & eloser cooperition .etwesn tie
eitizens of Chile end the United btates, [ pos 1bdllty
snich miy be seen demonstroted by the specd with wshiech
1 nod the honor to receive the good wishes und personul
regords of Your Excellency, ©s well us by the ejqucl
dispotch with which Your Excellency will receive thia
response in which I convey my vwormest thonks cnd
sincere cougrctulations.=

With my very kKindest rezards to Your
Exewvllency, I am,

Very zincerely yours,

(Signed) P. Aguirre Cerdso

TO Ul EACELLENCY FRARKLIN L. LOOBLVLLT,
PRLSIDENT OF Tik UNITEL STAToE OF AMERICA.=

1
|
|
|
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

eply refer to
10, 79611/41

June 22, 19398

My dear Miss LeHand:

With reference to the communication recently
addressed by the President to His Excellency Fedro
Aguirre Oerda, President of the Republic of Chile,
on the occasion of the tenth anniversary of the
establishment of & direct air service between the
United States and Chile, there 1s enclosed herewith
President Aguirre Cerda's reply, together with & copy
of the transmitting note and its enclosures from the
Ambaseador of Chile at Washington.

No further action appears t0 be necessary.

Bincerely yours,

Y [ /j( A P fﬁ;{
Chief of Protocol. ~

Mises Marguerite A. LeHand,
Private Secretary to the President,

The White House,



Santiago, 2 de junio de 1939,

ii estimado Seflor Presidente:

El muy digno representante de
Vuestra Excelencia ante mi Gobierno, Excelent{simo Embajador
seflor Norman Armour, puso en mis manos el atento mensaje que
Vuestra Excelencia se sirvié dirigirme con ocasién de la pro-
ximidad del décimo aniversario del establecimiento del servi-
cio aéreo directo entre Chile y los Estados Unidos.

Como bien lo dice Vuestra Ex-
celencia, gracias a la rapidez y seguridad de este magnffico
servicio, nuestros pafses han 1llegado a ser vecinos cercanos,

i como tales pueden ayudarse acueiosa y eficazmente, uno a

otro, en todos los campos de actividad plblica y privada. Por
ello participo plenamente de la complacencia que a todos pro-
duce la posibilidad alcanzada de una més estrecha cooperacidn
entre los ciudadanos de Chile Y los Estados Unidos, posibilidad
que se ve demostirada por la prontitud con gue tuve a honra re-
cibir los buenos deseos y saludos Personales de Vuestra Fxcelen-
cia, como, asimismo, por la rapidez igual con que se impondrd

de esta respuesta en que le manifiesto mis vivos agradecimien-
tos y sincera congratulacién.

Saluda muy atentamente a Vues-

tra Excelencia, / /‘//// / Z
i ds /; s

AL EXCETENTISIMO SEFOR FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT,
Presidente de los Estados Unidos de Américu.



Al Excelentfsimo Sefior

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT,

Presidents de los Estados Unidos de América,

Washington.




DEPARTMENT OF 8TATE
WASHINGTON

July 5, 1939

My dear Mr., President:
I return herewlth the original of the letter of
the President of Chile of May 23, 1939 replying to your

—

communication to him of May 15, 19329 on the occasion
of the tenth anniversary of the establishment of air
communications between the United States and Chile.
A translation of President Agulrre's letter is also
enclosed.

althfully yours, /\

e —

Enclosures:
1. President Aguirre's
letter returned.

2. Translation of President
Aguirre's letter.

The President,
The White House,
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Santiago, Mayo 2% et
Excelent{simo Sefior ; Dli}ﬁm

Franklin D, Roosevelt,
Presidente de los Estados Unidos de
Norte América.-

N nePuBLILS

t ARG .
DU pAKIMENT OF STATE

Estimado Presidente y amigo:

Fuedo asegurarle que todo el
pueblo de Chile participa de mis sentimientos gue no pueden
ser sino de gratitud por las repetidas manifestaciones de
vuestra simpatfa por mi pafs.

La valiosa ayuda material y moral gque tan generosamen-
te nos prestdsteis con ocasién del terremoto del 24 de Ene-
ro dltimo,primero; la honrosa distincidn que significa el ha-
ber invitado como huésped de honor del pueblo norteamericanc
& nuestro Ministro de Hacienda,después, y, ahora, la carta
tan gentil que me envidsteis con fecha 15 del presente ¥ que
se refiere al décimo aniversario de la unidn adrea de ambos
paises, son gestos que comprometen hondamente el reconocimien-
to del Gobierno y pueblo chilenos.

Fara todo chileno es muy grato establecer gue paralela-
mente con el acercamiento material que han hecho posible las
intrépidas alas de la Aviacidn Comercial norteamericana, se
ha operade una mfs estrecha vinculacidn espiritual entre
vuestro pafs y las demds Naciones de América.

Seguro estoy,también, de que la cooperacidn de nuestros
conciudadanos desarrollada en el espiritu de cordial confian-
za y comprensidn que ha distinguido vuestra polftica, permi-
tird la obtencidén de grandes y mituos beneficios en las rela-
ciones espirituales y comerciales de todos los pafses de Amé<

rica,

Cordialmente lo saluda su affmo.,
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(TRANSLATION)

Bantiago, May 23, 1939.

His Excellency

Franklin D. Roosevelt,

President of the United States of America.
Eeteemed President and friend:

I assure you that all the Chilean people share my
sentiments which cannot be other than those of gratitude
for the repeated manifestations of your sympathy for my
country.

First, the valuable material and morsl asslstance
which you so generously accorded us on the occasion of
the earthquake of January 24 last, then the high distinec-
tion shown by inviting our Minister of Finance to be the
guest ér honor of the American people, and now your kind
letter of the 15th instant referring to the tenth anni-
versary of the union of the two countriee by air, are
actions that merit the profound gratitude of the Chilean
Government and people.

It 1g very gratifying to every Chilean to verify
that perallel with the physical proximity which the
intrepld wings of American aviation have made poesible,
there has been forged a closer spiritual tie between
your eountry and the other nations of America.

I am
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I am also sure that the cooperation of our citizens
developed in the 8pirit of cordiel confidence and under-
etanding which has dietinguisghed your poliecy, will permit
the attainment of great and mutual benefits in the
epiritual and commerclal relations of all the countries
of America.

I am cordially

P. AGUIRRE CERDA



Re-Letter from Amb Emmr‘ —=Nov 2—1959-5!111:1&50,
regerding Chilean polities

See:Sumner Welles folder-Drawer 4-1939

Chili



LA NACION, Ootober 8, 1939,

PA
AYER SU SESION DE GLAUSURA

Después de aprobarse las conclusiones propuestas :
mﬂmumﬂﬂuimﬁ':r
se redlice en la cludad de Washington

CREACION DE UN ORGANISMO EN BUENOS AIRES
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Tl BECRETARY OF §FTaTH
i

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON
In reply refer to Hovembar 3, 1939
10 558.3 M 1/109

My dear Genernl Wateon:

1 encloee as of poeeible interest to the Fresldent
the report of the Honorable Qlaude G. Boweras, lnblllldg?_
to uhilnLJm his capacity ap Ohairman of the United
Shatas delagation %o e Pizet Pen Ameriosa Housing Oon-
ference held at Buenos Aires from Qotober 2 to 7, 1938.

Through & mipapprehension Mr. Bowere addreesed his
report to the President but an appropriaste acknowledg-
ment thereof has been made in the Department.

Bincerely yours,

6

ENSh _.QQ_-JM_/Q

Enclosure:
Report.

Brigadier General Edwin M. Watson,
Begretary to the Preeldent,
The White House.
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Letter drafied 10-£8-50
ABEEESSED 10l

Brigadier General Edwin M,
Watscn i



EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Santiago, Chile,
October 17, 1939

Dear Mr, Prealdent:
I have the honor to submit, herewith, resoluticns
adopted at the First Fan-American Houu:ln.g Conference at

Buencs Alres October 2-7, with some observations on the

e ——

iarun-udingu and t_ha spirit of the meetinga.

The delegates of the United Statea wers cordially
received and the practical experience and character of
the delegatea, Raymond Cahill, C. B. Ealdwin and 5. L.
lesone, contributed greatly to the prestige of the dele-
gation. Both in going and returning, while passing
through Argentina, functlonaries and civil governors met
me at every statlon and stop to pay thelr reapects and to
offer their services. I was designated to reply in be-
half of all the dele gates in the Convention to the ad-
dreases of welcome by Sefior Cantilo, the Foreign Minlster,
and by Dr. Cefferats, President of the Conference, who
is & member of the Argentine House of Deputies, repre=
senting the Conservetive Party. We were given the place
of honor on every occaslion and on the occasion of the
call of the delegates on Sefior Cantilo T was singled out
by him for apecial .lttuntlan and he took his position be=
side me for the pictures taken. Throughout the Conference
Cahill, Baldwin and Teaons were conatantly appealed to
for infoermatlon and advice, based on what has been done

and

The Honorable
Franklin D. Rocsewvelt,
I'uhtngtm. Da Ca
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and attempted in the United States. And though from
the beginning there was a division of the natlons along
political end ldeologicallines, we were cultivated by
both sides and were able to stand aloof from controver-
sial divisions without compromising our position with
elther side.

The first evidence of a division on political or
ideological lines came with the announcement of the
officers selected by the Argentine committee on arrange-
ments, which designated Dr. Cafferata President of the
Conference, with three vice presidents of whom I was one,
and without recognition of Chile. The Argentine govern-
ment delegates were very conservative and representative
of the upper classes, and the slate of officers recommend-
ed instantly was challenged by the Chilean chairman, sup-
ported by the Mexican Ambassecor in Buenos Aires, who
headed the Mexican delegation, end by Colombis. To proa-
vent bad feeling, 1f possible, I suggested privately to
the Argentineans thet the Chilean chairmen be substituted
for me as vice preaident but they refused to make the

subatitution. Instead they proposed to add two more vice

presidents =20 as to ineclude Chile. But the Chileans
inslated that the conference elect the vice presidents
by ballot. This was forced. In conversation with
Luciane Kulezewski, Chalrmen of the Chilean Delegation
and head of the Caja de Seguro Obrero, he said that the

purpose had been to orgenize and direct the canference
elong reactlonary lines and that the Argentine and
Brazillan delegates had the "soclal mentality of the
1870s". This men 12 the son or grandson of a Polish

teacher,
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teacher, who migrated to Chile Years ago, and he has
done good work in his position in Chile. It is proper
to add that his 1s the mentality of the scelalist.

The work of the Conference was divided between
nine commissions, dealing with the Economic, Hyglenie,
Soclal, Financlel, Architectural and Constructive,
Judicial end Legislative Aspects, with Urbanism and
Housing, with Education and with the Fresent State of
the Froblem in the countries of America. We assigned
our delegates to the commissiocns that seemed the most
important sinece, with the commisalons meeting at the
same time each day, 1t wes Impossible to have representa-~
tlon on all, though Mr. Edward Trueblood of the Embassy
in Santiago, was used in delegate capacity. The amssign-
ments were determined by the specilaslities of the delegates
and 1n some instance it was necessary to designate two
to one commission. That on Economics considered matters
that pertalned especlally to the work of both Cahill and
Baldwin; that on Social Aspect to the work of Tascone and
Baldwin. Jr. Cahill served alone on the Finance Com-
misalon and Tescne slone on Architecture and Construction.
I served on the Executive Commlttee compoaed of the heads
of all the delegations, which concerned itselfr wholly

with the program of the Conference.
1I

It soon became evident that there were two distinet
bloes in the Conference. One was ledd by Mexico and
Chile, and the other by Argentina and Brazil. The fight
centered in the Soclal commission on the relative merits
of collective and individual housing, the Mexicans and
Chileans very earnestly insisting on collective housing,

and
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and the Argentineans and Erazilians just as fervently
insisting on individual housing. With us of the North
American delegation the contest at first seemed meaning-
less since 1t appeared clear enough that finencial,
economic and geogrephical considerations must be the
determining factor in each country and community; that
while individual housing is good where practieal, it
would be prohibitive in eongested Induastrlal communities
and large cities. We were finally forced to the conclus-
lon that the strange contest was predicated on the
theory of the conservatives that 1t was politically and
soclally undesirable that large numbers of workers be
thrown elose together where they could talk over their
grievances and possibly conspire. Indeed one conserva-
tive referred darkly to the collective housing in ¥ienna
and the converslon of the houses there into forts, The
head of the Brazilian delegation when pressed by me to
explain the reason for so much fighting on the lkind of
housing, said that the objection to collective housing
i1z that it would lead to "promisculty". When I smiled
my amazement he stoutly added; "It would never do in Brazll®,
There 18 no doubt however that the cleavage was

political and ideological,
111

While the debate was dregging on on this subject a
declaration was handed our delegation to the effect that
one of the sclutions of the problem of proper habitations
was the paying of wages permitting the worker to live
in a decent manner in harmony with the dignity of man.

It
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It was signed by the Chileanas, the Mexicans, the Colom-
blans, the Panamanisns and the Cubans., I interpreted
this as well within the legitimate conclusions of the
Conference, and in view of our own national position, I
could see no justification for refusing our signature.
The effect soon was seen when the Argentineans, supported
by the Bragilians and the conservative group, submitted
their set of resolutions in which, while insisting on
individuel housing, they, too, inserted a declaration
that the workers should be paid a minimm wage that would
permit them to live decently.

This unanimous declaration of all the American
Republica in favor of wages for workers in keeping with
& human standsrd of living, in my Judgement, was the
most important position taken during the Conference, and
in most Bouth American Republics it may well be described
es almost revolutionary.

Thet whlch impressed me moszt in the undercurrent
of the Conference was the indication that the most
extreme conservatives now believe that decent housing
for the workers means sccisl security and stebility for
the state, and that the problem cannot be lightly dlsmissed
but must be tackled when neceasary by the atate itselr,
There were two elements in the Conference but both seemed
in agreement on this - one because it 1s the workers right,
the other because policy decrees it.

When the vote f'inally was reached on individual and
collective housing, we submitted the following statement
in explanation of our insbility to vote for elther one

to the excluslon of the othery
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"The delegation representing the Government
of the United States wishes to make clear its
position regarding the discussion about the con-
struction of collective or private houses. In
the United States both aystems of construction
have been carried ocut bg public and private enter=-
prises. Thls has been based only on economic and
practical reasons. In the work carried out for the
disappearance of tenements, which would necessitate
the conastruction of privete and collective houses,
it has been considered necessary from the scocial
point of view, to contribute to the development
of the type of houses which permit the residents
to enjoy educational adventages, such as librarles,
nura eliniea, physielans, and outdoor playgrounds,
eto. t 1s considered that such facilitles and ad-
vantages wlll greatly contributeto the physical,
publie and economic development of people of limited
resources. If the projects are well planned, these
requirements may be reallized whether the system of
private houses or collective houses 18 followed."

IV

Throughout the Conference the delegation of the United
States was treated with marked deference, due to & realliza-
tion thet we have attaclked the housing problem more Aggres-
sively and on a larger scale than elaewhere; and it was
clear that in all matters of controversy both sides were
eager for our support. On controverslesl matters on which
we did not feel authoriged to take a position 1t was pos=-
sible to satisfy both sides, concerning our reason, by
frank explanstions in conversations.

We were taken on a tour of the housing projects in
Buenos Alres, some dating back fifteen years. Flrat we
were shown some Individual housing projects. These were
small, substantially bullt two story cottages with proper
sanitation, light end air, and with back yards or gardens.
However the rental was beyond the capscity of the worker.
Later we were shown a lerge apartment house with sultes
of flve and six rooms, as comfortable and attractive

aE

TR



VIE W

—

AIR MAIL

88 the average apartment house in New York City, but
the rental here was beyond the reach of the worker, and,
in feet, this apartment house, was primarily fror super-
annuated civil servants or the widows of officers.

Thus the housing projects of Buenos Alres are for
the "white collar® workers called, by the Argentineans
"employees" to separate them from the "workers™, and not
for the"workers™ who most deaperately are in nesd or
better housing. The Chileans, on the other hand, are
soneentrating on housing for workers whe are in most
deaperate need of 1t,

The most pretentious housing project shown us was the
8lx story apartment house of cement and atesal eracted by
the Soclalists Union. Here the apartments are attractive.
Two more apartment houses of the same sife aras near-
ing completion. Even here however the rental 1is beyond
the reach of the average worker and the explanation Ziven
me is not without its significance. It seems that the
housing projects of privats fgencles sponsored by the
Government get loans at three per cent, but that the
Soclallst Unlon must Pay 81x per cent and thus inereases
the cost of the spartments,

v

One of the moat slgnificant features of the Conferesnce
was the presence of "associate” delegates -- consiating
of people not designated by the Governments, but deeply
interested in housing, -- such as soclal workers. These
were all Argentineans from all parts of the Republic, and
they impressed me as far more deeply in earnest about hous-
ing
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ing than the governmental delegates, and much less son-
servative as to methoda, They took part in the discussions
and were frequently sharply eritical of the position of the
Argentine Fovernment delegates. At times they became a
problem. That they had effect on the offlcial delegation

I have no doubt, forelng them to & more liberal poaltion
than they otherwise would have assumed. Theip presasnce

and their attitude indicate that outside officisl circles
thers are energetic forces working toward better housing
for the workers in Argentina.

VI

Because various resolutiona, eapaclally from the
Finance Commisslon, provided for measures and methods
sntirely incompatible with our policles and methods, our
delegation sponsored a qualifying resolution to the af=
fect that thess decisions peachsd 1n the resolutions should
be applicable in the various countrlies to the extent only
that they are consistent with the laws and customs of the
different nations,

We ware approached with the pPropoaal that the next
conference be held in the United States and with the as-
surance that this was the desire of all the countriss
represented in the Conference. We could only reply that
we had no instructions covering the point and could not
in consequence extend a formal invitation, but that
should the United States be chosan it would be a compli-
mént appreciated. Washington was unanimously echosen.

The Argentineans sponsored s resclutlion providing
for the establishment of a permansnt Fan-American housing
commlttee, with headquarters at Busnoa Alres, to carry

forward
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forward the work of the Conference and to facilitate an
exchange of vlews on housing problems. It was suggestead

to our delegation that since the Pan-Amesrican Union had
headquarters in Washington 1t would be well to have the
commlttee statloned in Washington. However in view of the
Argentine desire to have the commlittes in Fusnos Alrea we
did not care to make an lssus and so we accepted the dealg-
natlon provided in the Argentine resclution. However this
questlon 1s to be presented to the respective republics
through diplomatlc channels,

Vi1

While there was much 1dle discussion that lead no-
where, over non-essentlals, and perhaps not & great desl
actually was accomplished, I am persuaded that this Con=-
ference has made history. On a continent where the housing
conditlions of the masses 1s pltifully misersble it has
awakened a public intereat in battar housing for the city and
rural workers. The press of Buenos Alres reported the pro=-
eeedings fully along with editorials of a sympathetic nature,
and special articles. The Argentine Government Lssued a
special postage stamp in honor of the event. There seemed
to be a gensral realizatlion thet governments in South Amsrics
camnot stand aloof from responsibility in the sclutlon of
the problem of housing for the working masses, and that
decent housing means healthler, stronger people, end that
money apent on housing projects 1s money spent on social
securlty. This is something new In thess reglona. And
the unanimous declaration on living wages was littls lass

than revolutionary on this continent.
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I noted, too, a 8pirit of rivalry among these nations
83 to which has dons the most in housing, and the continua-
tlon of these conferences will tend to sharpen this rivalry
and lead to good.

I am enclosing as part of this report the most
lmportant of the resolutions adopted. By boat pouch I
shall send the preas clippings, editorials and auch other
material as may glve a complete Ploture of what was done
and attempted.

I cannot over emphasiee the zood impresalon made on
everyone by our having on the delegatlion such competent
experts in thelr line as Cahill, Baldwin and Tesone who
constantly were asked for information on what has beesn and

is being done in the United States.

Reapectfully yours,
Al aiecic E‘“!

Chairman
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TRANSLATION
Ninth Commissien
Present state of the problem in Amaries

Conolusions
(1} The Conference considers that the construetion, aided
by the State, of dwellings for urban and rural workmen and
for public and private employees is of vital importance to
the countries of America,

(2) The Conference recommends the fostering of these con-
atructions as en indispensable means of conserving the
soclsl order in the nations and as the best element to
raise the cultural and moral level of those who will be
benefitted.

(3) In order to develop this Program there is recommended
the setting up of central organizations, endowed with
sufficient capital by the Stats to direoct the work in the
entire country, and which will receive the eantributions
of the municipalities and sectional governments,

(4) For the adjudgment of the popular houses, the soale of
weges must be taken into account inm order not to burden the
beneficlery with sums groater than those which the lattar
would be able to reasonably pay, in proportion to the rent
of the dwelling he ccouples. In the cass that the necessi-
tles of the workman (laborer, elther urban, rural, farmer,
or employee) may demand a dwelling superior to that which he
ean pay for out of his own resources, the state, through the
autonomous
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autonomous organlzations, should furnish him, free or charge,
the necessary monsy to bring the price of the house within

his reach.

(8) In order to give an affeotive development to this work,
not only should the resources of the state be used, but also
the institutions charged with 1t should make use of credit,

() In order to keep thess institutions non politiecal, it
is mdvisable that private entities take part in its constitue
tion.

(7) The construction of houses through individual initiative,
should be stimulated and alded, and meens necessary for i¢,
furnished,

{8) The obligation muat be imposed on business organizations
to contribute in accordance with thelr abilities, to help

thelr personnel acquire houses,

(9) The amounts which the workers contrect as debts for
acquiring their houses, should be turned into cash, not onmly
in order that they lend a greater service through rotation;
but also to maintaln the commercial morality betwsen those

80 favored,

(10) It 1s necessary to make an intense propaganda campaign
in order to impress on all citizens the necessity of

eollaborating in the development of the popular house.

(11) The oredit institutions of all ecountries should aid
in this important work, end the money holding olaas (capitalista)
convinced of the obligation of bettering the conditions of the
lower classes as a means of soolal saourity.

(12)
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(12) Life Insurence of the debtors, destined to free the
mortgaged property, is consldered as an indispensable
element in the bullding of the populer dwelling,

(13) Governments shoula stimulate private initiative,
examining the taxes and centributions to the entities
cccupled in this social work, giving them every kind or
facility.

We hope that the conclusions end recommendations whioh
are glven above may deserve & favorable reception by the
Conference since they may so well ba deduced from the
partioulsr case of Colombia, as was noted in this writing.
Therefora, understanding the idiosynorasy of the South
dmeriean countries, and through the data which we have
been able to obtaln, like problame ars to be contemplated
in all countries so that the adoption of the recommenda-
tiona, with the modifieations which in emeh case suggest
& middle gourse, can be adopted by all the countries,

Ledn Bugnot
President



CoISION HOVENA

ESTADO ACTUAL DEL FROBLEMA TM AMERICA
CONCLUSIONES .-

1} 1) La eonferencla considera de vital inportancia pare los pafses
de Américs la construccldn favorecidn por el Estado, de viviendas pa-
ra los cbrercs urbanos y rursles ¥ purn los empleados piblicos y pri-
vados .-

2) 1a Copferencla recomiends el Jb'nantg de estas gonstruceicnes oo~
mo medic indlspensable panrn conservar 3l &rden soclal en lns noalcnes
qrur el melon elemente para levantar ol nivel cultural y mornl da

Inl avoreocidos =

%) para desarrollar estd programe & recomiends la constituc: fn de
organlsmos centthles dotadés de copital suficlente por el Fetad. que
dirljan las labores en todo el Euia ¥ que reciban la contribucis= de
los munioiplos v goblernos secolonnles.-

L) para la adjudicasién de las cmsas populnres se debo tener In
auan la escala de salarios, pon g fin de no gravar ol bepeficiaric
oon BUumas ni\rur&n de agquellas que éste podrin pagar resonablenerse por
concepto del arrendamiento de ln viviends que ocupa. =u caoc de que 1
las necesidades del trabajador | pbrerc urbano, rural campesine o ep-
pleado ) sxifun una ¥ivienda superler o aguelln que & pueds serviy ¢
gon _sus proplos recurscs, iabu el Estado por medic de los organiomos
auténomoe, facilitarle a titulo gratuive el dinero nesesario pars a-
bojar el ppecloc de la ocasa,-

?} Park dnd un desarrollo efective a esta lobor no solo debar usns-
8@ los recubscs del Estedo aino que las Tnstitusiones encargada: de
elle deben hacer uso del crédito.-

6) Para mantener estos Instituplénes alejodas de lm politiesn. os
aconse jable que en su constitucién intervengon entldndes partieularsaz

7] Debe estimularse y favorecerse la construceiin de cnena. o in‘f-
clativa individual de lps mismos interesndes, Fociliténdoles los me-
dios necesarios para ellc,-

8) pebe imponerse o los empresorics la obllipgacidn de contdibuly de
aocuerdo -mE sus papacidades para foeilitnr la ndguisleidn de coasas a
s5u personal .-

9) Deben hagerse efectivos los serviolos de las deudng aue loz tra-
baia 88 gontralgan para la adquisiéicn de gus casng, tantc parn quk
los reoursos en ellas Invertidos presten maver semvicio por madio da
ﬂnsgtauiﬁn, como pira mantener la moralidad comerecfal emtre los [ he:

8 5=

) Es preglso hacep una campafln intensa da noe nda el i
de %?awu- al Enim de todos loa eiudadanos 1o ngc;.'lzjl é.id_ducgg"::bn;i?
on el desarrollo de la gesn popular -

11) ras instituclones de erédito de todos los ises dabas sAnr
én este imoortante chra v debe llevarse n) ramanﬂ;ﬂuma dunlit;m?::pl-
tolistoe lao obligaoién en que estfin de me jopar lns condieloner do ja-
elages inferiores como medidn de soguridnd socfnl.- '

12) El seguro de vida de los deudos destinndo 1 I1fbertan 1a firca

hinvotecadn, se considera o mo alement ah
s fe g pauulur.- o nto indispsnsable en 1a obra da

13) Los gobiernos dehen estimulup lp inbefntiva particoul
do de Impuestos v sontribuciones o las entidndes cue naur,'cu:g;‘aix;ilﬁ-n
pbra sceinl y dindcles toda clase de fncilldndea,~ :

Eapéramos que las conclusiones ¥ recomentdiotones que prscelen M=
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Soolal Aspeot
Conglugions

That it be left to the approval of the States to define
thelir soncepticn of the popular dwelling in their respective
ocountries,

(a) The Congress considers that the problem of the
popular dwelling should be solved, preferably seeking the
construction of indivldual dwellings the ownership of
which may be acquired by the workingmen (employesa or
laborers| and may constitute family property (or the
patrimony of & family).

(b) In cases whers economic or urbanistic reasons
do not permit 1%, the collective dwelling may be chosen,
but in such cases the greatest independence for euch
family should be considered,

(e) It is the keen desirs of the Congress that the
different countries represented in it examins the urgent
possibllity of fixing a minimum Temily wage for the
laborers and employses in ordar that they may be economically
sble to acquire their dwellings as their own property.

Bolivia, BErazil, Colembie, Paraguay, Venezuala,
Uruguay, Ecuador, Haitd, Hlcaragua, Costa Rica,
Honduras, Argentina, United States, Feru.

(4] That in order not to defeat the purposes sought
with the individusl and self-ownsd dwelling, life insurance
should be procured, which takes into ccnslderation the dis-
appearance of the head of the family and the immediate taking

of
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of possession by the widow, and thereby alsoc the founding
of a complete and national system of soolal insurance in
order to meet the smergencies which the leborer or modest
amployee might be confronted with.

(e) The Congress would be pleased to see that the
states incorporate as a political, socclal and unrencuncable
law, in their reapeotive leglslatlons, the non-allowing of
the populating or exploitation of farm or ocattle land with=-
out first having approved the previous arrangement of
adequate lodgings in agresment with the common norms of
hyglene, both physical and moral, for the home of the work-
ingmen's family;--likewlse it recommends applylng the sama
oriterion to industry in gemsral.

(f) The Congress would be pleased 1f tha statas which
possess government-owned lands, and whose transference to
private ownership is being established in & slow manner,
that they should stipulate to thoss having already estab=-
lished concesslons in them, the measures ln order to assure
for them a comfortable, hyglenic and economle dwelling.

(g] The Pan Americen Housing Congress understands that
it is & duty of the states to intervene directly in the
financlng of the dwelling of that part of the people whose
family budgets slienate Shem from the possibllity of getting
the house as thelr own property, sald Ilntervention being
considered am & basic function of social order without this
intervention obstructing the necessary and useful parts of
the other factors that enter into the sclution of the problem
of the popular dwelling as being in substance: oooperatives,

and private asaistance,
(n)
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(h) The first Pan imerican Housing Conference recocmmends
the holding of conferences or National Congresses of the
popular dwellings in order to advise the sanctioning of

Wie Wvir

concordant end complementary laws whioh permit the carrying
out of the 1deal of the economic, urban and rural dwelling.

{1] The Congress hopes that bullding institutions such
as the Argentine Rallroad Employees homes project, whose
results glve falth in what is going to follow in the organi-
zation, may become genaral in Amerleca.

It recognizes that the greatest guarantes of success
in the organization of the kind of Argentine Hailroad
Housing Project, 1s in life insursnce as an auxiliary
guarantes of the loans and at the same time an element of
soolal ald to the familiss of the borrowers, in the case
of the death of insured.

(j) The Congress, considering that it is a primal duty
of sceiety to wateh over the moral and physiecal upbringing
of the ohild of tha working mother during the hours when she
is at work, would be pleased to ses the states Intensify
their action in favor of the ereation of nurseries,
gardens for infants and clubs for children of school age,
forseeing their construstion, in planning the workingman's
distrieta.

Dasirabilitg in the ocase that collective houses must be
built, that the uee of patics and gardens for childrenm, be
sub jeet to the wvigllance of people of the femals sex of
qualified morality and fltness.

Desirability thet the administrative orgamizations in
gharge of the adjudgment of sultable popular resldences,
establish for the seme, & regime which assures that beneflt
especlally to large families and families with children under

14,
That
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Thet commlssions be oreated of control and soclsl aild
which heve charge of the formation of fliles and filing
systems, reglstering the duly studied antecedents of the
aspirents to the benefits which the raspactive laws accord.

That commisslions be set up with persons of recognized
ability and altrulsm to carry om, ad honorem, the positions
before mentioned, in order to regulate properly the fume-
tioning of these commissions,

(k) The First Pan imerican Housing Conference
recommends the holding of conferences or nationel congresses
of the popular dwelling in order to advise the passing of
laws which are concordant and complementary to permit the
oarrying out of the ideel of the economie urban and rural
dwelling.

Hepplution

The first Fen american Housing Congress recommends:
That eech workingman's distriet, esch group of
cheaply priced dwellinge, whether composed of private or
collective houses, elther privately owned or rented, must
be furnlshed with the inatallations to ald mediscally,
soelelly, culturally, and in recreaticn.

Stat nt
A statemsnt of the North Amerlcan Delegation in

reference to its position regarding the construotion of
eolleetive or private houses:

The delegatlon representing the Government of the
United States wishes to meke clear its position regarding
the discussion about the comatrustion of collective
(multiple ) or private houses, In the United States both
types of construction have been carried out by public and
private enterprises. This position has been based only

upon
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upon economic and financiel reasons. In the work carried
out for the dlsappearance of tenements, whioch would
necessitate the construction of private and collectiwe
houses, it has been considered neocessary from the soelal
polnt of view to contribute to the development of the type
of houses which permit the residents to enjoy educational
advantages such as libraries, nursery elinies, physielians
and outdeor playgrounds and eto., and other types of
institutions. It is considered that such facilities and
advantages will greatly contribute to the physical , mental
and economical development of people of limited resources,
If the projects are well-planned, these requirements may
be realized whether the system of private houses or

eolleotive houses 1s followed.

FRANCISCO GUARDERAN
President
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ASBPECTO BOULIALY

CONOCLUSJIONWNES

" gum quede & la apreclecifn de los Retndos el definlr el con-
gepto de viv?unﬂa popular en sus respectivos palses.”

&)= El Congreso oconsidera que #l prohlemn de ln vtvlgndn po=
pular debs splucionarse buscando de preferencie la construcolbin de vi=-
viendna Lnﬁivld&:lls uu?ﬁhprﬂpiu?nd pueda ser adqutﬁtdn Eprr lf;itr?-

o1 TN afcp ¥ obrercs ) y oconstituidn en bien de familia (o
mgtpngig ﬂﬁmﬁ

b)- En ls cescs que por rezones scondmicas o urhanfstlicas n
no lo permitan, podrd optarse por ln viviends coleoctiva: perc en tales
oasos deberf contemplarse la mevor independencla pars cada familia,-

52- Es un desec vehemente del Conpreac que los distintos nfses
pdfees en &1 representades, contemplen lu posiblilidnd urgente de f1ilar
un aalaric minimo familiar para los cbrercs v empleados, con el Tin de
ponerlos en capacidad econdmica de adquirir su viviends en propledad,.-

BOLIVIA- BRASIL~ COLOMPIA~- PARAMOTTAY=- VENTTTTRLA-
URUGUAY= ECUADOR= HAITI- HICARANUA= COSTA RICA-
HONDURAS- ARGENTINA=- E3TADOS TMINGS=- ¥ PERI=

d)~ Que para no defraudar los fines perseguldes con la vivian-
dn individual y propia, debe procurarse el sepurc de vida que contemple
1a desaparicién del jefe de la familis vy ld poseslon Inmedista para la
viuda, as! como tamblen la fundaelén de un o stema completo ¥ mnclional
de seguros soclales, pars afrontar las contingencinm s que pueda verse
abocade el obrero o modesto empleado.-

e)- Bl gongresc verla con sgrado que los Bstados incornoren,
con caracter de derecho pliblico soclal drrenunciable, a sus respesti-
vas legiglnelones, el no consentir le peblaclén o explotacién agraria-
ganadera sino desouss de comprobada la prévia disposticifn de alojemien-
tos adecundos de asuerdo con las normns comuneés de higlene fisica ¥ mo-
ral, para hogar de lg familian obrera.- fsimismo, recomiende aplicar
ipgual oriterioc para la industria en general.-

f)- El potigfieso verla con agrndo que los Eatados, que poseen
tlerram fiscales v cuya transferencis nl dominic privado se realize
en forma lenta, arbltren & los conceslonnrios en ellas eatahlecideos,
los medlos necéearios para asegurarles viviends odmoda, hipfenica v
acdndmlica.- |

gé.El Congresc Panamerloano de la vivienda Popular entiende
que es nn deber de los Estados, intervenlr directamente en la financia-
olbén de la viviends de aquella parte de ln poblagién cuyos presupues-
tos famlliares las alefan de la posibilidsd de aldanzar 1a cnas en pro-

pirdadieoncidarande dicha intervenclfn como funcién bﬁuian de erden
>

soelal, sin .ue este intervencidn obste n la necesaria y 631l de los
damids fﬂatorﬂa que entren en la soluolén del problema de 1n viviends
popular eome ser: el ccoperativismo v la aslstenels privada .~

h)- E1 Primer ungraun Papamericanc de la viviende Populap
recomlenda la celebracl e conferencias o gongresos naclonules de
le vivienda pooular, para aconse jar la sancigu En leyes soncordantes
¥ complementariass que permitan llevar a 1a priiotica el 1deal de lan vi-
vienda egonbmica, urbana ¥ rural.=

1) EllCongress hace votos por que se paneralicen en Amériaa
institueiones estructubedas ocual lo es el Hopar Perreviarie Argenting
suyes resultados dan £é de 1o ecertade de su organizacién,-

Reconoccd que la mayor garantfa del éxito en la organiza-
clones de ka indole del ?ugar Ferroviaric Argentine, radion en &l aa-
5Ern de vida como garantie auxiliar de los preStamog,n ln ver que Ble-

ntos J@ ayude scolal a las familiass de los prestatarlos en ocnsc de
mierte del asdgurado.-
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{1=- El cengresa cansiderandn que es un primerdial Aebor 4de 1n
sociedad velar por el desarrollo moral ¥ flsloo del hile de la madre
obrera durante las horad en que &sto cumple scon su trebalo, verfm mn
agrado que los Estados de Américm intendifiquen su acolén en favor

de la creacldn de sales dunas, de jardines de infantes v de
clubs de nifios en edad escolar, previendc su construccidn al planear
los barrlos obrercs.-

gonvenlencia, en el caso de que deban hagerse casa coleoti-
vas, de que el usg de patios ¥y jardines para nifios saté auiatn 6 la
vigilnnuln de personas de sexc femenino de edlifigada moral & ldonel-
dﬂﬂr'

gonvenlencla de que los organismos administrativos que tie-
nen & su cargo la adjudicacidn de viviendas populeres adecuadns estn-
blezean para la migma un régimen que msegure dicho beneflolo eapeoinl-
mente & las familims numercsas ¥ con hijos menores de catorce afos.-

gee ge creen comlisiocnes de control y de ayuda scolal, que
tengan & su cargo la formacldn de legajos v fichercs en lm que se re-
glstren antecedentes debldamente estudindos de los mspifantes & los be-
neficlee gque souerden las leyes respectives,-

Que se constituyan ocomisiones con personss de reconocida
sompatencia ¥ altrufamo para desempefiar ad honorén lon cargos antes
mendlonadcs,- Reglamentar debldamente el funcicnemiento de esas coml-

alones,-

k)~ E1 Primer Congresc Panamerlcano de la Vivienda Populsr
recomiends la celebracidén de sonferenclass o congrescs naclonoles de
la viviends popular, para accnaejar l sancién de leyes concordantes
v complementarias que permitan llevar a la prdctica el idesl de la
vivienda econfmica, urbans ¥ rural.-

b R e IR

El Primer gongresc Penamericano de la Vivienda Popular
recomiendn :

gue tods barrisdm cbrera, todo conjunto de viviendas bara-
tes, ye sea empuesta por casas individuales o colectivaa, proplas o
de alquller, debe estar completada con las instalanclones de asisten-
ofe ' mbdieod ¥ scclal, cultural y deportive

-
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DECLARACION

DECLARACION DE I¢ DELRGACION WORTE AMERICIW ¥R LO REFERENTE A St
POSTCION EN CUANTO A IA CONSTRUTCCION DE CASAS COLRCTIVAS O IHDIVIDUAY
Lza

I1a Delegacién que rag:naﬁnta el goblernc de los Fetados
unidos, quliere eclarer su posicl respacto a 1la Alscusidn scbre la
conetruccidén de casaa cole otivas (oultiples) o individunles, Tn los
gatades Unides ambos tlpoe de construecién han sldo llevados & oabo
pop empresa piblicas o particula res. Hsta aotitud no ha sido hasade
gino en razones econdmicas y financlstas, En la obra llevads a cabo
para la desapariclén de conventillos, que involuecra la construcelfn
de case individuasles ¥ colectives, se hn ocreldo nesesarlo desde el

punto de oistu sociaml, contribulr al desarrollo de aquellas casas o
que permitan a sus residentes goZar de ventajans educativascowmo ser
bibliotacas, ocunas ullnicus,mﬁdiﬂua, plazas, eto,, v otros tipos de
institucicnes, 58 conaidera que tales fuellidedea o véntalas contri-
buirfin grandemente al desarrollo .f{sieo, mentnl ¥y eeondmlico de agque-
llas personas de recursca limitados. 51 los proyectos son debldamente
planeados, estos requisltos pueden ser reallirados ya sea que se slge
el siatema de casas individunles .0 coleotivas,.-

Frnno¥%ggigg%£2ﬁrﬂn

-
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WL EMBASSY OF THE
L\‘ UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

L SANTIAGO, November 27, 18358,

D

Dear Joei=

I have had & hectic time since coming here, first with the
inmmerable calls and countercalls of courtesy, the ceremonies, four or five
speeches etc, and two weeks in Beuncs Aires where the President sent me to
head the American delegation to the First Pen-American Housing Conference
before I had been here three weekss

At Beunos Alres I made the speech at the opening meeting
replying on behalf of all the visiting delegates to the address of
welcome from the Prime Minister, and recently here I spoke at a banquet
in my honor attended by all the Govermment, by all the leaders of all
the parties, Journalists, benkers, business men, ete., and speaking on the
new Latin Americen policy immensely pleased the orowd. It was on its feet
cheering when I closed, and, contrary to the custom here, the papers ran
laudatory editorials and diplomats of other Latin-American countries sent
coples to their chanceries, and I was deluged with letters from leading
figures here saying it was the most sincere-scunding interpretation they
had hearde But I note that there is not so much &s & mention in the American
presss Ho-hum, whats the use.

The war has settled the issue of the next convention unless
Hoosevelt positively refuses to run. If he runs he will be elected. If he
does not and some one like MclMutt is nominated we shall have a candidate
who instinctively is not liberal or progressive, and I note that it is
asgsumed that he will be nominated if Roosevelt is note I am persuaded
however that Hoosevelt will run. If he does you are all right in
-] -
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Fennsylvanie; 1f not you will have a desperate fight and a meagre chance.

This is a most beautiful ocountry, the climate perfect, the city is
charming, the people the best in South America because there is no mixture
of colored races and the race here, a combination of Spanish, English,
Scotch, Irish and German is much like our owne The people on the street
here look expetly like people on the street in Cleveland, Cincinnati,
Louisville, or Indianapolis = Middle West pecple.

Our Embassy is a palace and very attractive, larger than the

one in Madrid, better adapted to enterteining, and most impressive in
appearances I have given about eight dinners thus far for an average of
25 people each time. The town is more social than Madrid. The Union Club
here is one of the best three in the world. The bar, by the way, is the
longest in the Western Hemisphere. Two country clubs that are attractive.
And with races every Sunday the Hippo elub has the most imposing race course
1 have seen outside that where the Derby is rum in England. The scenery
is magnificent, especially in the lake region which I traversed on the way
back from Buenos Aires - more beautiful then Switszerland. Vina del Mer,
known as the "Biarritsz of South America" is just what you would expect of
Biarritz - which means I em not wild about it.

The war is fantasties War for Demooracy? Tell it to the
marinesl If it were for Democracy, England and France ﬁul—:i not have bullied
the Czechs into ylelding to Hitler; they would not have exerted themselves
through thelr Govermments to crush democracy in Spain; they would not have
chosen the wrongs of Poland which wes as democratic as Portugal as the
pretext for fighting; they would not be ldssing both cheeks of Mussolini and
Franco now while they continue their contemptuous demunciations of democracy.

=l e
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For Democracy? Forget itl It is a war to determine who dominates

Europes.
Now that Hitler and Stalin have joined forces the

parlor reds and the parlor Nazis in America must feel foolish. They look
ite Pat his it off fine in a sentence where she said on reading of the
combination, "I see Stalin has joined the enti-comitern pact”,

If we are wise we will stey out. The war will either
end in a typically dishonest Chamberlain peace that would disgrace us, or
in the economic ruin of all nations in the war if it continues long.
Roosevelt will get more glory historicelly by keeping us out than by
being in,.

Sybil and Pat join in regerds to your sisters. By
the way I have run out of match boxes. I really must call on the
Guffeys againe

Regards.

Sincerely,

Claude G. Bowers.



Tu.“ui -Tu.f.:

Chle _ Rrrwaslesi

This has been thanked for. The
President says to return it for the files.
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SANTIAGO COLLEGE
SANTIAGO
CHILE

Deocember 14, 1939
Dictated Tuesday.

Hon. Claude G. Bowers
Ambassador of the United States of America
Santiago

Dear Mr, Ambassador,

I have just returned from your office and one
of my teachers of the Lower School has brought to me
& paper written by a little girl of Ttalian extrao-
tion. It seems the ochildren were given the privilege
of writing on any Bubject they wishad.—-ﬂhristm&s,

My Farm, Flowers, etc.

I know that you will bte interested in the sub-
Jeot which little Lucy Mina choge |

With kindest greetinss, I remain,

Very sincerely yours

izaheth n
Directora

acm «hr

| ey A e —_— e ] - e



Mﬂﬂm/ @ﬁamﬁ ‘7@_ 4{1.-"‘—-—,.{,\_,#
M Mean? sl Ker L. /QM'Eu

)?L'lzlgz/ Ch leai s #fﬂr-r..'-é.-f K. el bt eaone
A _A.Woﬁ, O o e, M-
Lovee ff fﬁ/m@:w e A lf

calel e (q'z? Aty






Ay & L B L S s s 8.

. EMBASSY OF THE

*UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
SANTIAGD, CHILE .

Py,fr‘/;“( VIA AIR MAIL

. E Ay
L}
S




CORPY

EMBASEY 0F THEE
TNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Sentiego, May 10, 1940
Dear Joe:-

¥We have been pretty busy dowm here with the wer phase and
with e weeks enterteinment of Admirel Byrd, snd the papers come
rather irregularly. I notice with a shock some time ego that
Lawrence end hie gang of traitors were fighting your renominasticn
even after you overlooked the first treachery. Then the other day
I got & letter from & friend saying: "0f course you kmow that your
friend Guffey won a grand victory." That is all I know. I assume
that the victory was in the primsries.

I have read your book on the Third Term and it is fine.

I cannot see eny sene possibility now of Roosevelt not being draftec
It is not a matter of tradition, or of personal desires; with the
world in flemes in the gravest crisis it has known in centuries the
displacement of & tried man in whom the people have oonfidence for
eny one new would be unspeekable stupidity. I note that the country
is demanding his remominetion and I hope he will not hesitate. He
need not utter & word. He can just stend mute.

To elect & man like Dewey, untried, and ignorsnt both of
netional end internstional affeirs, end merely on the strength of
the fect that es & fair police court prosecutor he sent & man to the
penetentiery would amount to insenity end would discredit democracy.

I see that after three years everycne has come to the
conclusion I constantly hammered in in my despatches about
chamberlein, What & crime that he could not be thrown out until
after nation after nation hed been sacrificed and democracy was
forced to face a facism with emormously extended frontlers. I
fopesaw end foretold everything thet has taken place &5 the record
shows; but I wes looked upon a& &n ass end a mere "political
appointee” by the wise boys for elmost three years while every
facist in disguise whispered emong themselves that I was & "red".
well, well, chickens do come home to rooset.

It begins to look as though we may be forced in by events.
Hitler is a raving maniec now end there is no outrage of which he it

not capable.

I see you got Earle smother job. Well, old boy, I am glac
he wes N0t in Penn. for the primaries to join his old pal Lawrence
egainst you. Ho-hum.

Hegards to youwr sisters.
Sincerely,
/8/ Claude G. Bowers
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May 24, 1940

MEMORANDUM FOR
HON. SUMNER WELLER

For preparation of reply.

F. D. R,

Enolosurea fdr.tmb

Let to the President 5/14/40 from Claude G. Bowers, Santlago
Chlle re the war and its possible repersuselone in South
Amerlea, Aleo copy of Confidential dispatch Mo. 512 to the
S8ec., of Btate 5/14/40 Re: Purported German Nazi Plans in

Chile.



May 24, 1940

My dear Mr, President:

In complance with the requesat contalned
in your pemorandus of May 24, I am eneclosing
a suggested reply for you to send to Claude
Bowers An reasponse to hls letter to you of

May 14.
Believe me
Falthfully yours,
Samner Helles
Enelosures:

To Mr. Bowers.
From Mr, Bowers,
May 14, 1940,

The President,

The +“hite House.



Hay 24,1940

Dear Olaude:

1 have read your letter of 14 and
your despateh of the same date with a great
denl of intereet, I think there ig no doubt
that in the svent of continued German viotory
in Europe, German agents in many of the Latin
Amorlean countries will undertake lmnediately
aotivities with a view to the overthrow of
axleting governments,

I know thet you will remain in close
“ouch with the Chilean authorities and let us
Lave by telegram If necessary all information
of a disquieting character,

You will have received by now a telegram
requesting you to suggest the desirabllity of
confidential eonversations between military
end naval offlicers of the United States and
officers of the Chilean Army end Navy with
regard to ecoordinstion of measures of conti-
nental defense, I think 1t is desirsble that
a step of this kind be undertaken ss scom as
poseible in the light of the exlating situa-
tion.

¥ith my warm rege=ds, believe me
Yours very sincersly,



Santiago, May 14,1040

Dear Mr President:-
For your information I am inclosing a copy of &

despatch which may be of interest apropos of the war and its
possible repercussions in South America. Should the wer spread
and the Nazi-Facist International continue its victories and we

ultimately be involved the status of Chile would be of importance

r
to us. I am not afraid of the German Nazis here acting alone, but

as I try to point out in the despatoh there are some army conspirators
in existence ,though these are not numerous I think,and certainly

not smong the officers in high commands.However the technique of
these brigands in Czeckoslovakia,Norway,Spain etc is to enlist

the ::?oution of reactionary forces in democratic nations i{n their
gnm}nturt thelir erimes under the guise of not "tolerating
communism"--communism meaning democracy .There are elements here

: there were in Spain that would gladly join forces with facism

gr nazism .I do not think there is any real danger,but there is
always the possibility eand in these days I am sure you Wwill want

to know any possible as well as probable dangers.The arrogance of

the German nazis here is incredibleand disgusting to the Covernment
here.That which I would impress is this,--should the Nazis be so
stupid as to attempt to inject themselves by force into the Americen

scene ,it is in Chile that they would strike.



Nothing that is happening in Europe now surprises me,as it was

very clear to ‘we as early as 1936 that the organized forces of
banditry of the totalitarien states had planned by terrorism and
brute force to destroy liberalism and democracy in Europe ,and I saw
the repearsal in Spain .I am still dumbfounded that so few of my
colleagues appearedtf have the most remote conception of the
significance of what was going om .
'he cause of 11hgrty‘nnd democracy won a ma jor victory when the
insufferable ass,pro-facist at heart,Chamberlain was pried loose from
appeasement and Churchill was put in.

Warmest personal regards,

Sincerely,

Clmiints YR oty

Hon, Franklin D,Roosevelt
The Whits House.



No,.B12 Santiago, May 14, 1540

Subjeot: Purported German Nazi Plens in Chile

The Honerable
Tha Zecratary of State,

Washington, L. C.
8im

Apropos of the attltude In Chile toward the war,
I have the honor to report an incident which presumes
to throw some light on the possibilities. A msn with a
8light accent, thought by the butler to be German,
telephoned my house and asked to see me alone on an
important mission. I arranged to see him at the office.
lis had the appesarance of & busineass man of the mlddle
class, well dressed, and shrewd. He clalmed to be of
Folish origin and to possess large means, and ‘o be en-

gaged



PR

gaged in business here where he has llved for mMANY yeurs.
e refused to divulge hils name on the ground that he

could not afford to be involved in any investigation of

his story because of his buslness, and I got the Impression
that he may be on terms of socclal intimacy with the alleged
Wazi conspirators of whom he told me, The substance of

his tale 1s thiasg

About the beglinning of the war, a mun appemred here
from Germany where he had been trained In the school of
esplonaze and propaganda and hed been a member of the
S.8.0rzanlzation. lHe 1s here as an agent of the Nazi
Government for the purpose of organizling and preparing
the large German population for an ultimate attempt to
take over the Government. This man and hls group have
8 compact organlzation which is prepared to obey lnatruc-
tlons from Berlin. They clalm to have sples on all the
embassles and legatlons and to have agents in many of
them who keep them informed regardlng the proceedings
and papers ln them. They have the wires tapped.

"I could tell you much more", sald this man, "but
the other lnformatlon 1a of such a character that should
it be Investliated and the Investigation come to the at-
tention of these people the source of the informatlion
would be recopnized",

fle sald he was unable at the moment to recall the
man's name, but sald he lived on the twelfth floor of
an apartment house at Flaza Pulnes No. 80. le added,
whether with signiflcance or not I do not know, that
the owner of the house, a woman, lived on the eighth floor,

1 have had inquiries made by members of my staff,
regarding thls house and the person on the twelfth floor,

through
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through an Amerisan, Mr. Hutohinsen, who llives in the
house, and he reports that throo men live on this floor,.
Thosa ars Froderlok Maufman, Frnas Yondschein and Erle
Flket,

The Amorlcan laformant understands that they are
Corman Jewa, That evidently ls thelir story at ainy rate.
However 1t ls well underatosd that the Nezla have slipped
meny sples and agents in ameng Jewish refugees. Tha
Eritish Ambasssdor tells me that not long agc when aome
Jewleh refugees appoared in London one of the real refugees,
polnting excitedly at a man among them, exclaimed: "Why,
that's the man who was in cherge of the concentration camp
where T waa", The fact that these three may pose as
German Jews doea not necessarily mean that they are auvch.

I have taken the liberty of speaking to 8ir Charles
Bertinck about this men's visit and I noticed that when
I entered he lmmedlately pulled plugs from the conneoctions
with the telephones since the British Embasay is acting
on thea theory that even with the recelvers on the tele=-
phonea down thsy can be made to ssrve as dlectaphonea,

11

The ldea of m OGerman Nazl organiration looking for
the "opportuns time" to "teke over the Covernment" does
not impress me as entirely fantastic. There is, as you
know, & very large Oerman population here, and, from all
I hear, these are mostly militently Hazi. While all the
Germans in Chile are sald to favor Hitler, I am told in
southern Chlle, where they are strongeat, that only the
younger men are active Nazls. Put I um told that active
Nazls they are.

Were
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#ere the Cermans mlone to attemp bto"take over the
Government" they could emd would be put down, Dut there
may be some significance in the use of the words "oppor-
tuno time",

Thepe have been and still are milltary men In Chile
who are In favor of military government and the ending
of all demceratliec processes, There are some men of
influencs, becaunse of thelr wealth and business connec-
tions, who are sc bitter agalnat the Liberal dovernment
in power that they would welcome a military coup d'etat,
it the beginning of the Agulrre Cerda regime there was
open talk of the Army rising in revolt and taking over
the CJovernment. There have since been two attempts that
falled dlsmally becsuse of the sbsence of any popular
support. That there stlll are some officers, not the
highast, who cherish this 1dea I am informed by the Mili=
tary Attach$, who Mnows them personally and la apperently
1s told by them of tunelr prospective plans. They bese
thelr desire on the old familiar ground that they will
"not tolerate" having the "communists™ run the country,
or the socialists having any part ln the Government. All
this 1s of the rfmmiliar pattern. In other countries this
olement has wlihla the last four years not hesitated to
Jein the Nael or the faseclst elements - the same thing.

If the Germans Wazls here are planning, in ccopera-
tlon with some Army offlcers, & military revolt it could
be glven the appearance of having popular support by the
German element of the population.

As against the probabillity is the fact that the
Commander-in-Chlef of the armed forces, Army, Navy and
Avlation, sre sald to be entirely loyal to the Govermnment
and to the President; that the major part of the Army

comana
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comes from the mlddle classes; that oppoaltlon leaders
of the caliber of Cruchaga, President of the Zenate,

and Agustin Edwarda, former Ambassador in Englund, are
known to be opposed to mttempts to change the Covernment
by force, and they are partial to the Allies.

However, I am calling attention to these lncldents
and reports because of all the countrles in South America
there is greater danger of a Narzi attempt here than in
eny other because of the Oerman populatlion and 1ts

agzressive attitude in the present war,

Respectfully yours,

CLAULE 0. BOWERS

CoBs LEL
820.02
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\Y Santlago, Chile,
May 25, 1940

My dear Mr, President;

I am enclosing herewith a copy of a
letter of a very confidential character which
I am sending to Welles. It bears out what I
wrote you recently about the dangers In Chile,
Because of the German population here, larger
in proportion to the entire population than
elsewhere In South America, and because of the
nitrate and copper, ete., I am still sure that
should Hitler's temerity go so far as tc con-
template some action in the Americas he would
be most 1likely to try 1t out in Chile firat.

I find that the Brazilian Ambassador, Gracle,
who 1s a real friend of ours, shares my
oplnion, though he thinka that Erazil may be
looked upon as a fertile fleld.

Falthfully yours,

Cle i ate " GAR st

The Fresident,
The White House,

Washington,



Santliago, Chile,
Kay 25, 1940

Dear Mr, Welleas;

When I called on S#enz last night regarding the
gonfldentlal proposal in your telegram No. B84 of May 23,
12 noon, he agive every evldence of peraonal satisfac~-
tion and sald that he and the Preslident have been
thinking that something of the sort would be wise; that
it was all right to announce a pocliey of neutrality but
that alone was mere "theatre" and that scmething prac-
tical by way of preparation to meet any possible emer=-
gency ls necessary. He sald he would see the Fresldent
today and try to give me an answer tonight.

In the course of the conversation he asked 1f he
ecould be perfectly frank and off the record, and then
sald frankly that there ls & German problem in Chile,
that there are offlcers in the Chilean Army who are Pro-
Oerman due in large part to the fact that the Chilean
Army for years waa under German tralning. He sald that
the heads of the Army and Navy are thoroughly Pro-Ally,
however, but indicated that the sltuation 1s being
watched and that the Department of Investlgation had
been recrganized and strengthened. Ie astonlshed me by
saying that one offlicer been diacovered sending
material to Germany and had been apprehended but that
there was to be no publicity.

This gave me the opportunity to ask if 1t would be
impertinent were I to tip him off from time to time to
any reports that came to me regarding German agents at
work here. He sald he hoped I would, I then gave him
the names of two or three men who are sald to be actively
engaged In the work of organizing the GCermans, He took
the names snd will perscnally see that an inveatigation
1s made 1f not already made,.

Meanwhile

The Honorable
Sumner Welles,
Under Secretary of State,
Washington, L. C.



Weanwhile I have heard that there are 10,000
fermans in Chile who have actually been tralned and
drilled for war purposes. This comes to Colonel
Wooten through a pro-Ally officer of the Army. From
anothter source I heard that there are 30,000 Germans
orzanized. This seems a blt extreme but one never can tell.

Let me reiterate with all possible emphasis my own
convietion that these Oerman agents count confidently on
the assistance of the Fifth Column, so effectively used
in Spain. The Fifth Column, aside from the Oermans,
embraces, first those in the Army of whom there may be
very few, who want a dictatorship, and secondly, those
of the Rights, the extremlsts without Ima:ination, who
want to get rid of a liberal government.

In relation to the latter I am convinced that the
men of brains and patriotism among the political opponents
of the regime, such as Agustin Edwards, realize that
more lz involved ln any possible conaplracy agalnst the
regime than local politics. I heard last nilght that the
President has arranged a meeting with Rightest leaders,

a semi-social gathering, not to be advertised. I have
been told that in getting the Rightist leaders and the
Fresident together at my functions for Admiral Byrd I
opened the way for this approa¢h. These Rightlats are
Pro=-Ally.

I sm wondering whether 1t is not jJjust as well at
this juncture for me to transmit such information and
observations as hereln contained to you directly in
the form of a personal letter rather than in the form
of a despatch. If you would prefer otherwise, please
let me know.

1 am enclosing a copy of this letter to the President.

Sincerely yours,

Claude 0. Bowers
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 10, 1940,

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

Will you read the enolosed
from Amnbassador Bowers and prepare

reply for my eignature?
F. D. R,

Letter dated June first to
the Pregident in re Nazi activities
in South America,



L
\ LP THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

June 10, 1940

My dear Mr, President:
In accordance with the request contained in
your memorandum of June 10, I am transmitting a sug-

gested reply for you to send to Ambassador Bowers.

Believe me : N\ .
Falthfully yours,
o \, /]

I i V
| A= . v
¥ 3 \

Eno.

The President,
The White House,



Santiago,June I,I1940

Dear Mr President ;--

I have writtem fully I think to Welles about the
more recent developments here reagrding German Nazi activities .
On the day of the receipt of the telegram proposing conferences between
army and navy men I saw Seanz,the Foreign Minister,who is absolutely
trustworthy and both pro-Ally and pro-American »and found him ndt only
agreeable but pleased. He very frankly told me that both he and the
President are deeply concerned over the Nazi activities here. He added,
and this is significant,that they were not ubmindful of the fact that
there are some pro-Germemn officers in the army .These are influenced
in some cases by the long period of German training of the army here,and
in some cases to their German blood. He said the higher officers, the
three Commanders-in-Chief are pro-Ally and dependable .,
He said that until almost the time of the arrival of our men on the
74h no one in Chile will know anything about it but the Fresident and
himself .
The Fresident turned out to be heartily for the conferences and Seanz
made the comment that they are coming none too soon, The definitive
answer was not given until Wednesdey morning when the Minister receives
the diplomatic corps. Seanz explained that he thought mg visit would be
less comspicuous on that day since my frequent trips recently to the
Foreign Office has caused some curiosity and speculation.
On Wednesdey I found Seanz very much disturbed. This was due as I found
to the faect that the British Ambassador had Just poured out on him
al] the rumours afloat,some of them fantastic. The Ambassador afterwards
told me he thought it good to throw a scare into then Government, I
do not think it necessary. It is thoroughly disturbed .
The arrogance of the Germans here is inereasing all the time, When the
Government paper,La Nacion recently published,the day after my first
cal]l on Seanz,an editorial denunciation of the Fiftg Column,in which
Germény was not mentioned,the Germen Ambassador appeared promptly with
& blustering protest.
From every source I know,official and unofficial ,I em safe in saying
that {t is commonly thought here that the Germans,who are numerous,
areg thorouglly organized with the view of a coup d'etat ;and that
whfla something of the sort mey be attempted in several South American
countries the first ettempt will be made here for reasons I heve
previously set forth.
The South American countries are looking to us for leadership if I may
Juapge by the conduct of iwkr their diplomats here. Both the BErazilian
Arrassador,Gracie, pronouncedly pro-aAmericen ,and Labougle,the Argentine

~



constantly come to the house to discuss the outlook and both insist
that thelr countries are prepared to follow us whereever we lead,

The danger of cooperation with the Nazis from the Rights is not so
great now as it would have been five months ago. Augustin Edwerds
,one of their brainiest men ,with whom I have close relations, and
who served as Ambassador in London for many years and but recently
returned,is militantly pro-Ally and opposed to any truck with the
Nazis.

Cruchaga,whom you know,has been represented as pro-German at heart.
This is due to the fact that heving been Ambassador to Germany he
accepted the presidency of the German-Chilean Soclety before the war.
He recently said he is a friend of Cermany but quite as much a friend
of France. He is a devout Catholic,what we would call a "professional
Catholic",and 1t is incredible that a Catholiec should favor the
extension of Nazi rule.

I asked Seqnz if in view of the mensce to Chilean independence the
GCovernment is teking any steps to drew the patriotic Rightest into a
common front. He replied thet such efforts were being made .He said
the Governments bill inereasing the way of army and navy men was
introduced for the purpose of leaving these men with no grievance ,He
said that this was being held up in the Opposition Congress. He implied
thet Rightest leaders who can be trusted as Chileans have been called
in and the cards put on the table, He recently --the Fresident I mean--
had a secreat meeting with some of the Rightests.I am told that my
Byrd dinner when I got them together for the first time has been very
helpful in getting them together .

Wierd tales are told of the great smount of war material in the hands
of the Germans. They seem fantastic. However I should feel better about
resistance to Nazi attempts if the Chilean army at this juncture had
more machine guns and artillery end some more plenes. All this ,I

have no doubt,will be talked out at the coming conferences.

I shall keep the Department constantly informed of all developments and
shall write you personally of anything that I think you may want to
hﬂ" -
With warmest regards ,
Sincerely,

Hon,Franklin D.Roosevelt ,&R&_“m
The White House. @l ractle



Desr Clawde:

Your ‘etter of June 1 has been very in-
teresting. As the daye vase I see more and
more ladlioations that the goveraments of the
other Amerdecan Republics are inersasingly de-
sdrocus of the clozoet cooperatien and under-
standing with us here, The secret military
and nawnl eonwerestiona have rrogressed so
for without hitoh and, I om cled to say, with-
out rubllolty. Samner ¥elise has teld me of
the waluable information with rogard to German
sotivitiea in Chlle and in other plsces on the
continent which you have sent to the Depart-
ment ~nd I hope youn will telegrash up overy-
thing of this “iIn¢ which may, im your nt,
be of eny significenes. ‘o muet all of us be
on the lookout an® keep the closest wateh of

davelovnenta,
iy beast regards ant belliove ne

Youre very sincerely,



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

_June 14, 1940,

MEMORANDUM FOR
. THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

¥hat are we doing
about thie?

F. D. R,

Diepatch from Ambassador
Bowers from Santiago in re reguest
from Azana, the Spanish Premier
and President now ill in France, for
permiesion to cross in American ship
sent to evacuate Americans, with
Uexico as deetination.
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE |
w

WASHINGTON N

¥
. .
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June 15, 1940

My dear Mr. President:

In reply to the inquiry contained in your memorandum
of June 14, I am enclosing coples of two telegrams sent
on June 12, which show the action taken by fThe Depart-
ment in this case.

Under present condltions, of courese, I do not see,
as a practical measure, how former Presldent Azana can
get accommodations on any American ship unless a ghip 18
later sent to evacuate euch additlional Americans as de-

sire to leave Zurope and can get to Lisbon,

Believe me [

Faifgfullr yours, #

J \ i LV-L;’

The President,
The White House.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

YEMORANDUU FOR
THE UNDER SECRETARY CF STATE

What are we doing

about thise?
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This telegram rmust be SANTIAGO

closely paraphrased bEe

fore being cormmnicated Dated June 11, 1940

to anyone., (br)
Rec'd 5240 pelie
Seoretary of State,

ashingtons

120, June 11, 4 pelle

STRICTLY CONBEREN®PRT, "OR THE PRESIDENT,

I have a reque=t from Azana, the Spanish Prealer
and President now ill in France, for pernlssion to cross
in any American ship that may be sent to evacuate
Americans, with liexlec as desslnation, 'ere he taken
by Hitler 1t would mean a crnoentration cemp end certain
deathe In vier of his unfaltering charpionship of liberty
eand denocracy and his constant services to usa and our
interests in Spailn, I respectfully urge that consent be
given and Bullitt be instructed accordinglye Azanals

is a noat eExceptional case,

BOVWERS

NPL



TELEGR.AM SENT
CK GRAY
June 12, 1940

5 Delle

AR EHI c,.ll{ E}.!BI‘LS SY
PLRIS

G54,

Bowers has requested that .Azana, the former
Premler and Presldent of Spain who i1s now in France
and 18 11) be permitted as a matter of comity to cross
on an .merlcan ship in order to proceed across the
United States to Hexleco, In oase another .merican ship
should be sent to Europe for repatriation work, you may
as a motter of comlty authorize Azona to board ship as
a passtnger for New York and to have hls paszsport docu-
mented to permit possage across the United States to
KHexieoo.,

852,000 lzana/27 HULL
A=LeBL:SRW EU RL U (sW)



TELEGRAN SENT

CK June 12, 1940
This telegram must be
elesely varavhrased be= € pelta

5

ToveE LElng ocormunicated
to anyonee (Br)
AMEMBASSY = b
SANTIAGO,

[a’

O a

Your 120, June 11, 4 pen,

The request you make on behalf of Azana is gladly
accedzd te and Bullitt is being inatructed appropriately,
There are at present no plans for sending another
vessel to Europe but if one should be sent as a matter
of comity facilitles will be extended,

HULL
(8W)

8524001 Azana/27
A=L:EL*SRW EU RA U
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 19, 1840,
MEMORANDUM FOR
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

TO READ AND RETURN

F. D, R,

Letter to the President from
Ambassador Bowers, Chile, in re
his talk with President Aguerre
Cerdas,



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

\j\ \L .- M WASHINGTON
A

w
I

\v" _June 20, 1940

,p,\
Cl

My dear Mr. President:

In accordance with the request contained in
your memorandum of June 19, I am returning herewlth
Ambaesador EBowers'letter to you of June 12 which I
have read with a great desl of interest.

Belleve me

althfully yours,

B—

4,{ {/ J

Enc.

The Fresident,
The White House.



Satiago,June I2,I1940

Dear Mr President:-
No doubt you have seen my telegraphie report of

Fresident Aguerre Cerdas assurence to me,apropos the military mission
that has just left here.,Let me add that during the conversations there
was not one jarring notej;that the Fresident and Minister of Foreign
Affeirs were delighted that this step should have been taken and
cooperated fully and with enthusiasm;that the officers here selected
for the conversations were the highest in the army and navy and air;
that the agreement was complete.

After the military men had agreed on all points not political and
beyond their jurisdietion,the President who had been informed invited
me to the lMoneda where I saw him in the residentisl part in his study
and he went the full length ,glving this pledge:

(I)If Chile is attacked she will défend herself to the utmost.

E—

(2) If the United States is attacked Chile will go to her aid to the

“__E‘;'l‘ if asked. |

(3) If a third American Republic is attacked that the United States

wishes to protect Chile will aid her to the utmost,

(4) If Chile should start a war of aggression against any netion she

would not expect assistance from the United States and vice versa®,
He spoke with intense earnestness,clipping his words,speaking

slowly,and emphasising the words "to the utmost™ bystriking the palm

of his 1 £t hand with the clinched fist of his right. Fe is absolutely



honest and a clever man with plenty of "guts” whatever you mﬁ} hnv;
heard to the contrary.

I saw the Foreign Minister today and he too is delighted .,

The President said one significant thing to me that I am passing on

to Welles but I think you should have it also, He said thet Germen
diplomacy had been far superior to that of the Pritish or the French
and that no one would heve thought eight months ago that an understand-
ing on anything could heve been reached between Stalin and Hitler.

He then went on to say thet German diplumnqy would seek in every way
through its agents and Fifth Columns to =x sow dissensions among the
American Republics to prevent solidarity in action. He said that

the Fifth Column people in various South American countries having
access to the press are doing all they can to stir up susplecions,
jealousies and hates. I thought perhaps he had reference to the strange
stories we have heard about the Cenal arbitration between Chile and
Argentina,all of which he insists were plain lies, I have been told

by a journalist returning from Brazil that the Brazilians have a notion
they may be attacked by the Argentiniens. I know nothing of this. But
there it 1s. I have no doubt that the President has good grounds for
saying what he said. And he added that the United States through its
diplomatic agents should follow this very carefully and combat it

with the various Governments,

I wrote you about Azana because Azana asked it and because I look upon
him as one of the greatest ,most intelligent,end courageous champions

of Democracy in Europe, If his life is endangered I em sure we cannot



r'lﬂ

Justify ourselves in refusing him permission to oross enroute to
Mexico in an Americen ship, He is sick.as I know,If he should fall
into the hands of the brigands it would mean his death, He fought

our present battle first to prevent the hidecus line up of the totali-
tarians in preparation for what we have todey end time and again in
truly great speeches during the war he pointed out that this present
thing thenm in preparation was being tried out in Spain. I hope that

he will not be refused.

Your speech at the University of Virginia hes created great enthusiasm
and a profound impression here, I note fr m the redio noises that it
wasapplauded there. I am so glad things are changing., In I927 Niek
Butler made the Founders Day Address--Cod how Jeffersons bones must
have rattled--in which he pointed out how fine after all faclsm was
working out and how badly democracy,but leaving the impression that
there was a lot to be said for facism. The next year I made the
Founders Day Address on Jeffersons principles and said that "facism
and communism ere but the reverse sides of the seme base medal”,that
both stood for the end of liberty,humen rights and the freedom of the
humén spirit”,and went after the fashionable apolofists of Mussolind,
It was looked upon as quite extreme., The Charlottesv: lle paper said
editorially it was high time an old fashioned Jeffersonian speech were
heard on Founders Day and Alderman wrote me 2= beautiful note to the
same effect. He was 11l and absent at the time., So good to hear 'em
cheers the same ideas after twelve years.

Since I bepan this note the A.P.correspondent has brought me the



speech of Vargas on the battﬂa ship.The text 1s pfﬂfiiﬂ}y that 6}
Mussolini,I have never trusted that man's democracy .He certainly is
no such democrat as Aguerre Cerda.It smacked of Hitler too. I hope
we make no such mistake as the Europeans made in Eurcope.They even
banked on Hitler and Mussolini and banked on Franco whose waters
will bear watching. Too meny suitmarines in that region., Things don't
happen,--they are made to happen.
But our men who are doing the eastern coast and visit Brazil and
Argentine should get the feel of things .

Your speechm was grand. I liked the fighting words. The
"hang that held the dagger™ was classie.

Warmest regards,

Sincerely,
Clatre fi;JELlaﬂh?41’tj

Hon.Franklin D.Roosevelt,
The White House
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June 25, 1940

Wy dear Clamde:

I vant to thank you for keeping me so
well posted r“l:, developments in Ohile.
Your regcent letter June 7 contaims informa-
tion of extraordimary importance. [ was par-
ticularly interested in the views of the
Prepident concernm\ the Nazi influence in the
Aray and in hies belief that in the main the
Aray ean be relied upon in case of any attempt
to upset the Government. I hope that the
Fresident meets with success in persuading the
fightist leadere to put the defense and welfare

of their country above thelir personal ambitions.

It i hard for me to believe that Senator Oruchaga
is not in sympathy with the President’s poltoy ¢m— . . .

this regard.

1 have also read »ith interest your cables
concerning the defense conversations between our

military and naval of ficere and those of the
UGovernment. We oould hardly have wished for
better assurances of collaboretion. I am sure
that the happy outeome of these dlscussions was
in no small part the resalt of your own patient

and tactful efforte. You have my congratulations,

Very esincerely yours,

The Homorable

x PF F.-q'? <
Claude G, Bowers, -~ °°
American .lnhmhr.
Santiago.

F R

~

o



DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

June 25, 1940

My dear Mr. Pregident:

In accordance with your request, I have been
pleased to prepare the enclosed suggested reply for
your eignature to the letter which ¥You recelved from

\m

Ambassador Boweds.

alt ly yours,

Enclosures:

1. R.plf-

2. Letter from
Ambassador Bowers.

The President,
The White Houge.
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Miss Geiger:

Here it is--I have checked
it out of my files.

PTL
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 1L, 1940,

MEMORANDUX FOR
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY
FOR MY SIGNATURE.

F. D. R,

Letter to the Precident,
dated June 7, 1940, from Ambascador
Bowers in re lNazi activities in
Chile,



Santiago,June 7,1940

Dear Mr President:--
I have kept Welles informed largely through per-

sonal letters with the situation here which is serious because of the
minute organization of the German Nazis who are numericelly important
and beceuse of a certain pro-Cerman tendency on the part of numerous
army officers because the army here for years was trzined by Cerman
officers. I inclose a despatch covering this phase.

The gther dey I was with the President alone for an hour .He is a
clever and charming man ,admittedly honest ang liberal,and pro-iAlly
and pro-American and we talked with the utmost frankness apropos the
caming'of our officers for consulations today. He tells me that there
are pro-Nazl officers in the army ;and he surprised me by saying that
while the greater part of the Genersl Staff ere pro-iAlly there are
men on the General Staff who ere pro-Nazi. He knows that the Nazis
heve their agents and spies in various departments .He apparently
beglieves that in the ma case of an attempt by the Nazis to take over
the Government he can depend on the army while realizing that there
are some officers who would be disloyal, He thinks the Government
will prevail unless there is a disposition on the part of the dis-
gruntled ,discredited and defeated Rightests to join in regardless of

the effect on their country. I had previously inquired whether in



view of the circumstances if any communication pitched on thg piang
of country had been had with Rightest leaders who are primerily
patriotic, I find since that the President hes called in the Rightest
leaders in Senate and House and put all cards on the teble and
appealed to them to subordinate party polities for the moment to the
good of the country. I have leerned from another source that some
of the Rightest leaders were deeply and most favorably impressed with
the Presidents sincerety and patriotism .One or two die-hard Tories
thought he was merely playing politics. Among those with whom the
Fresident is conferring is Augustin Edwards ,for many years Ambassador
in London,a Liberal (Rightest) who intellectually looms higher than
any perheps ,along with Croichaga with whom you are probably aequainted.
There had been a political feud and I broke the ice and paved the
way for these conversations oy breaking all precedents and inviting
both the President and Edwards to my dinner and ball for Dick Byrd.
The communists here ere pro-Nazi ,decidedly so,and ey are in
very bad odor with the Covernment. Ly call on the President brought
much publicity end speculetion,end in view of the fact tm t the press
here had just carried & story about Welles conversations with the
Argentine,Brazilien and Uruguan Ambassadors and Minister concerning
the continental securety ageinst European aggression and the menece
of the Fifth Colummn it was asgumed thet my conversation wwas along
the same line, The communist paper alone today carries an editorial
predicated on the thought thet it was some kind of an infringement on

the “sovereignity and independence of Chile for me to telk with the



]
]

breuide;t «The German Ambassador runs down to see the President
once or twice a week usually with some arrogent protest which
appears to be all right with the communist orgen,
The Argentine end Brazilian Ambassadors ,both high grade and able men
and both anti-Nazi ythe latter decidedly pro-imerican and the other
certainly not anti,talk with me frequently and all look to the United
States for leadership, The Argentine is rather eritical of the
Government here because of its hesitacy in the sinking of the Argen-
tine ship.I try to cool him off a bit by calling his attention to the
very delicate situation here which regquires cautious handling,

Our army and navy men arrive by plane today ,and the President
here on their arrival will designate the men with whom they are to
confer.
There 18 another metter that is causing us considerable concern. There
afe many copies of the "Whaley-Eaton Service" received regularly here,
It is "news" furnished to Big Business men in foreign countries and
probably in the United States »804 of course is always unfair to and
critical of o your domestic policies ,but since it circulates almost
exclusively among the die-hard Tories thet does not harm, But the
Military ang Nayal Attaches this morning call my attention to the
last Letter which is headed "Actual A Status of the Army"and carries
questions and answers before the congressional committee when General
Marshall was before it . I presume this committee meeting was in ex-
ecutive session though Id do not know, The nature of the questions

and enswers is calculated to create the impression that we are in



»~ ‘
a verys serious state , These local representatives of American

Big Pusiness talxy among themselves and to others of the contents of
these letters ,but ,more serious, some Chilean business men subscribe
for the service ,and the effect on them is very bad. It tends to
undermine confidence in our capaecity to do anything and consequently
increeses the feeling thet the Germans will dominate the world. We
all feel that the inclusion of this matter in this Service intended
largely for foreign consumption is unpatriotic or worse. I think it
possible you may decide it worth while to have some one give a heart
to heart talk with the editors. At any rate you ought to see 1.1:#:!,
The militery and neval ettache are drawing up a war plen for
Chile in the event conditions force us to intervene here to prevent
the esteblishment of an arrogantly and blatently Nazi Government
under the direction of Berlin. Gestapo agents are here from Germany.
Letters to Berlin have been intercepted and are in possession of the
Government here showing that the whole movement here is directed from
headquarters in Berlin. We are told that these Nazis have arms
sent from Hermany to Buenos Aires and slipped in from there and that
uniforms of the Carabaneers ere here to be domned as in Holland.
If Hitler strikes in the Americes I am still persuaded it will be
first here rather than Uruguay which Washington seems to favor,though
of course I am not femiliar with the situation there .
It looks bad'in Europe though the elimination of Chamberlain and
Deladier,the heroes of Munich ang Spain,is promising at least a

resistance. Churchills spirit is --Churchills spirit which is praise



enough. And where 1s Baldwin? We heer so much in Bankers Clubs and
Chember of Commerce meetings about how well Covernments would be

run if in the hands of "business men". Have you ever thought of this?
For the first time in the history of BEritain she has had in success-
ion two business men at the head of the Government--Baldwin and
Chamberlein. The policies of these two pompous asses has brought
Britain down to its lowest point of prestige and power since the

days of Elizabeth. "Nuff sed" .

Hegards and best wishes,

Sinneraly.

Hon. Frenklin D,Roosevelt €oa ¢e e W@Lv y

The White House.

P.S.Since Writing the above & Dr Fuchs,Germen-Chilean since the

World War in which he fought,and said by himself to be at the head of
an anti-Hitler organizati{on has called on the Military Attache and
furnished important i{nformation--if true. To the effect that the
Germans have 7000 regular traipnedq men ready for action with 20,000
others,also with arms,ready to help ;yhat nine Nazi officers are now
on their way here;that every Amefican business here with honeycombed
Nazi agents in positions instantly to sabatoge;that the Nazis plan

to strike here very soon. He also says that our friend Cruchega is

a prominent mamﬁer of the Fifth Gulumpf I have often heard this and

alweys discredited it as did the President in my conversation with him



this week, He certainly 1s the head of a German culturai aociai:'x here
which has come to be pro-Nazi but I have assumed that he accepted the
presidency before trouble came and waz offered it and accerted it
because he had been Ambassador to Cermany. But these reports on
Cruchaga come thickly nnd this man says he is on the pay roll.

Am telegraphing all this today and you will have seen it before this

letter reaches you. C)""i//é
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Dear Claude:

The information and observetions you sent me in your
letter of June 19 were very intereeting. I am encouraged 87
by the indications of growing inter-Ameriecen golidarity
which you reported, and I hope that this tendency more
than beslances the other developmente you mentioned,

In view of the emphasis or your recommendation that
naval vegeels be sent soon to visit Chile, 1t wae possible
to arrange for a visit by the Phoenix, as you were informed,
Other demandes on the fleet made 1t Imposeible to eend more
than one ship at this time. Ae you know, it 1is considered
generally unwiee to reduce the strength of the fleet by
eending too many of ite important unite off on independent
operationa.

Very eincerely youre,

FRANKLIN D. Roos

EVELT

10
The Honorable ,fr*?
Claude G. Bowers, "x223

American Ambassador,

Sentliago.

£ .\1':

x & 7 LA
’&ff—__:,'
x Y49

*ff,ﬂ.g
Juf,E:;;. A

- #ﬁ-n“.ﬁlif



ta A0,

%
Ay

Department of State

RA

DUREAL
DIVIGION

ENCLOSURE
Tid
Letter drafted

ADDRESSED TO

The President



.ﬁ

DEFICIAL ATIONE TO
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

WARHI I TON, BT

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

My dear Mr. Fresident:

I have received your memorandum of June 26, 1940
enclosing a letter of June 19 you have received from
Ambasssdor Bowers in Santlago, Chile.

In reeponse to your request, I am enclosing a draft
of a suggested reply to Ambassador Bowers for your con-
glderation and signature 1f you approve.

Faithfully yours,

Enclosure!

Draft.

The President,

The White House.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 26, 1940,

)
{ | o=
MEMORANDUM FOR SUMNER WELLES: ’(:5
£
For preparution of reply.

F.D.R.

Letter from Hon. Clande G, Bowers, Fmbassy of

the U.S.A., Santiigo, /19740 to the President,
stating that the Sociolists of Chile have formally
determined to go along with the 1.9, one hundred
percent in all matters relating to the internstional
situation and to support continental solidarity

to the limit. Also refers to Nazi activities in
Chile.



Santisgo,June 19,1940

Dear Mr President:-
I have just written Welles on our recent develop-

ments in Chile regarding the Nazi plens and activities and he may
mention them to you. My purpose in writing now is to tell you that

for the first time in the memory of man the Sociolists are lined up
here with the United Stetes. Schnake,the Minister of Fomesto,and the
intellectuel of the sociolists ,assured me of this some time ago.

He has just reitereted it to a member of my staff, But more significen
is this: Marmaduke Grove,the popular leader of the Sociolists,and
reputed by the ultra-conservatives to be a dangerous man asked to

see me and I lunched with him the other dey. He has the eppearance and
menner of a gentlemen and he has a good mind .He is the iflol of the
sociolist rank and file,their favorite orator. The substance of his
conversation can be summed up in a sentence: The Soelolists have
formally determined to go along with the United States one hundred

per cent in all matters relating to the international situation and

to support continentel solidarity to the limit. His sincerety was made
manifest that very night when he addressed & mess meeting of the
sociolists in the plaza before the Monede Palace in which he said with
great emphasis and to great applause that "Chile stands for continental

solidarity in the face of present dangers UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF THE

NORTH AMERICAN REPUELIC",



That the Nazls are prepared to strike here lherg can be be
doubt. I neei not reiterate what I have previously written.There
are between twenty and thirty German officers here now and numerous
Gestapo from Berlin. We hear that the Nazis are in possession of arms
y;prineipally light mechine guns, smuggled in from Germany ., The
method pursued here is an exact repetition of the method adopted in
Spéin.The one missing feature is now reported--anni increasingly
large number of German "settlers" have appeared at Aysen sproposing
to settle on the sound behind the Isla de Cisnes which is long and
deep ,running northeast from the Canal de Gay in the southern section
which may become of vital importance to us and our defence plans,
The Government is s cognizant end is now going into the land grants
in search of irregularities on which an expulsion can be based. It
has no doubt that these "settlers" are financed from Berlin.

I was greatly disappointed over the cancelation of the visit
of the four ships. The moral effect would have been great ,I still
hope there may be a reconsideration and that at least two can be sent

We hear now that the coup is slated for July. It may be mere
speculation.It may not come at all., The international situation will
probably determine.

I note--with a shy smile behind my hand,--that Franco is in on the
carving up of Spain .He has been in all the time, The Spanish Charges
here told the Yugoslevien Minister that of course Spain would be in
with the Nazis sinece "Franco is too deeply indebted in gratitude to

Hitler and Mussolini to hesitate". If not Frenco,then Francos boss,



1 ¥ Suner, '

What & world, And yet so plainly outlined by events for the last three
or four years. The treachery of Leopold was deliberate,timed,planned
and dictated by Mussolini ,The French army puzzles me ,Yet I was told
for two and a half years when at San Jean de Luz that the French
Government stood for so meny outrageous things beceuse the French army
was so crowded with faciets that it could not be trusted. I wonder,

The Republican convention is not so mueh 8s mentioned down
here even among the American business men,

Hegards ,

Sincerely,

Hon Frenklin D.Roosevelt oo el ‘ I

The White House.
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Santiago July 2,I940

Dear lr President:=-
Congratulations on the nomination of the Big Butter

and Egg Mam of the Utilities,fi-anced by Wall Siieet ,ulil indorsed
from Serlin by Hitler. Some people have all the luck. I note that
the distinguished Hoy Howard has captured the nominee on the fly
and presume thet the U.P.which I have observed for three years to be
pro-totalitarian will support him .
At his palace at Vina del Mer the other day Fresident Aguirre Berda
walked me in a drizzle in the garden for forty minutes talking about
the Hebana conference. These people here have acted promptly end I
think wisely on the conference snd I have written Welles some
suggestions regarding the charascter of the delegetes for the use of
Hull. While six delegates are nemed and this mey seem more than
necessary it appears wise to me because for the sske of national
soliderity in an international crisis it is especially important here
that all the ma jor political parties be represented. The Fresident
hes nemed a distinguished Conservative party Senator and a brilliant
Liberal international lawyer along with Radicals and one Sociolist.
Schaneke,Minister of Fomento,and & sociolist,is cheirman,This in e
way is unfortunete ,but only because of possible prejudices,since
he 1s more familiar with the econcmic phese to be discussed than any
one else,and he is pronouncedly pro-United States and is a reasonable

und coneciliatory man.,



e have two decided 111 wishers and eneries here--the GCerman Nazis
and the Spanish embassy which resents "the unnatural influence of the
United States". Now that the Sociolist party has formally end offieciel
-ly voted to go along with us I00 per cent we are in the best poss-
ible position. Qur popularity was never greater I am sure.The Univer-
sity of Chile celebrates our Fourth mm this evening when I speak ;the
Catholie University on the Sth when I speak;the leading publiec school
on the morning of the 4th jthe Eoy and Girl Scouts come to the Em-
bassy Garden on the morning of the 4th with e band;on the 6th the
working classes have arranged a big observance at the Munieipal
Theatre when Pedegral among others has been asked to speak,end it is
expected that the President and Minister of Foreifn Affairs will
attend,

All this does not ppularize us with the Fith Column which we believe
may attempt something soon.Last Saturday night when I gave & dinner
for the Minister of Foreign Affeirs ,having thirty two ,and most all
South American Ambassadors and Mnisters,the Government ,having heard
that Gustave Ross was arriving by plane here had taken vigorous
measures. The leading officers of the army had been summoned by the
Fresident and instructed. Soldiers were at the landing field,But Ross
who was supposed to arrive with Ibanez,the Nazi hope,failed to appear.
Todays papers say he has left New York by plene for Argentine. It is
not improbable that the easy money the Nazi or Fifth Column people
seem to have comes in goodly measure from Ross.There is a story that

the Fifth Column and the Nazis may make an ettempt between the IOth



and I5th,--but the gossips were equally certain it would be between
the ISth and 20th of June,so it may be mere "conversation"®,

It must now be clear that the Fifth Column did its work in
France and that Petain himself was part of the facist Fifth Columm
along with other officers as I had heard while in Frence. Laval the
notorious corruptionist and confessed treitor in that he was in close
communication with Missolini after the war began 1s a symbol of what
happened in France,now thet he is in power,

The special N.Y.Times correspondent ,Porter,was just in having come
from Erazil ,Argentine and Uruguay, He reports that the British Embassy
in Rio 1s completely inactive while the Nazi forces are exerting them-
selves to the utmost. Here,apropos of this,is something that might
possibly be passed on discreetly to the Eritish in Washington., It has
been arranged that Sir Charles Bentinck,the Ambassador here for
several years,immensely popular here,entirely familiar with the
situation here,and very active here,shall be displaced next month

by & man who never had a post until very recently when he was sent

to ¢he country where John Wiley is our Minister, This men was an offie
man dealing with papers and not men all his life, Wiley reports that
he is very weak ,very sick ,frail ,and not at all active, To send & man
like thet here where the Nazi problem is scute &t this time and to
displace a man who is effective and popular seems to me ineredibly
stupid. Bentinck 1s to be retired but he is willing to stay on, He is
cooperating with us fully. Would be be a breach of protocol and what-
éver they call it to pass a hint to London that this is a bad time to

swap horses in Chile? It may be impossible but I pass on the s ggestion



feeling sure it is justified under the circumstances,

With warmest personal regards,

Sincerely,

l!LJEhlLs_xu-Lqr'ffLJQ&Jnrt~r{Jﬁu

Hon,Franklin D.Roosevelt
The White House.
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Santiago,July 20,1940

Lear Mr President:-
The inuﬂtahlallong fﬂraaeen' has come ,and while

it may mean discomfort for you it is manifestly necessary for the
country in the present crisis. Like Napoleon your record has meant
that you are "doomed to grandeur”,and nothing can change it, I
congratulate the country,not you,

Events of the week here are of such & character that I feel you
should have & birds eye view of them, The boorish yblackguardish,
bullying facist act of the militery gentleman who stumbles around in
the Foreign Office in ladrid in breeking off diplomatic relations
with Chile ,without any warning and without any reason that would be
recognized as such in any really civilized regime,and with the
statement thet becaus- of the liberal covernment end the democracy
here,Chile is in a state of anarchy ,has unified all parties here

in macnificent support of the Chilean Government.

Having observed,not without intelligence I can say on the record,the
serpentine trial of the tntant;rians in Spein ,it seemed clear as
erystal to me the moment I heard of the act of Madrid that it had
been dictated by Mussolini ang Hitler,one or both, with one of two
objects in view. One may heve been the hope thet this would interfere
with the harmony at Helana;the other,more probable,that it would
furnish the typical facist excuse for the rising of the Fifth Column.

s
The sttack on the regime here as "enarchitic" becumise 14 1s of the



popular front,on the regime because it is democratic,was intended
for international consumption and was probably planned with the idea
the Hightests woulg say:" See to what depths we bgva fallan{'rha
savior of ecivilization and christienity in Spaipn in his purity ,
sweetness and light,can no longer afford to permdt his spotless
garments to touch ours »and we must in self respect rise now with
the Fifth Column ,under the direction of the Nazi nobility,and over-
throw this government", But alas for the best laid plans of mice and
men wvhe Chileans in hightest circles only leugh at the sction of
Vadtrdd as stupidiand the Rightest parties lead the preise of the
attitude of the Chilean Government ang in denunciation of that of
Spedn,and serve notice that all Chileans are one in resentment of
Francos insolent aetion. I heve sent the editorisls of the leading
Rightest papers to the Lepartment .E1 Mecurio,Edwards paper,says
bluntly thet the Spanish note is an insolent attack on Chilean
soverelgnity and on its democracy which Chileans will defend,

So much for that.
The other event is most importent. I think I wrote you that Aguerre
Cerda recently called in Hightest leaders in the Opposition Congress
»1a81d the internetionel situation before them,and appeesled for a
common front., This apparently has had effect,for on the I7th the
national cheirmen of the Conservative and Liberal »Or Opposition
parties,and the Hadical party,the leading Covernment party,met and
signed an egreement based on five propositions on which the Opposi-

tion Congress agrees to discontinue its poliey of delay on

Administration measures ,ana to work in close cooperation w t: the



F-esident, Among these propositions ,all sent the Department,there
are several which represent great concessions on the pert of the
Conservatives,such as the agreement to appropriate largely for
housing,to consent to the orgenization alongz union lines of the
peasants,and to agree to & minimum wege scale for the farm workers.
The Leftists have agreed to alother proposition to stop the constant
interference in industries of non-governmental committees that heve
been inspired I am afraid very much by the Nazis and commnists,

The Sociolists are not entirely happy about it but have announced
their willingness to go eslong.

If this plen 1s adopted it will mean a grester unification of forces
then has been known or possible in Chile for a very long while. In-
cidentally it will probably mean that our friend Pedegral may become

linister of Finance.

The press here is most lauditory over your renominetion,papers of
all parties except the Communists.Any other result in the Convention
would have had & very bed effect in South America. I suspext it
would be ciffiecult to convince our own Fifth Columm of this,but the
fact is that South America has confidence in our intentions for the
first time ever,&nd it is due to complete confidence in you. Had

you passed out of the picture at this juncture it would have been a
dash of cold water on the warming up of South America toward us.

We need twelve years to undo all the stupid things we have done in
the last hundred. And twelve years should do it.

The Fhoenix made a grest impression.What a beautiful end powerful

- aw WL UUE



boat. The officers were wined and dined at Velperaiso,and they cems
here &nd I accompanied them to the Foreign Office and the Ministry
of Defence =nd had thirty two to dinner for them,including the
Admiral of the Navy,Minister of Defence and & number of other
Chilean officers. The next day I went to Valpareiso to & luncheon

on board with Chileen navel suthorities where "water flowed like
chempegne " but & good time was had by all. Then we paid homage to
aArturo Frat,the great navel hero of Ghila'br placing a wreath on his
monument in the presence of & great crowd. Chilean soldiers and
sailors were lined up whwn we arrived and a little later our boys
headed by the band made a dashing appearsnce ,8nd our band played the
Chilean anthem with more fire &nd da: h than I have ever heard it
played before,to the delight of the Chileans. After the ¢eremony

the Chilean armed forces and our boys marched by in review. It all
did much good.

Wellace nomination offsets McNarys with the farmers;and it also gives
an all-americen touch to the picture. With Wellace on the ticket snd
Stimson and Knox in the Cebinet why don't you spend the campaign
fishing in Chile, ?

With warm personal regerds .,

Hon.Franklin D.Roosevelt Sincerely,
S TN Nouagy Cacente LR et
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