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I baYe reoaiYad rour Yerr 1nterest1ng latter 
or Mar 14 v1tb vh1ob 10u anoloead oopiee or two 
letter• whlob rou baYe raoentlr written to 
luaaer Wellee. 

Your oo-ate on tba .Japanese eitua'uon in 
ChUa a:re partioularlr pertinent at tbie •o•ent 
and I appreciate rour oourtaer 1a baYing eent .. 
the detailed infor .. tion vbiob rou 1noludad in 
1our letter• to lu.aar Wellee. Tbil vbole proble• 
i1 one wbiob il aow raoe1Ting 1peo1a1 oone1derat1on 
and rour oa-.. nte a:re •err useful 1n deciding upon 
the proper line of aot1oa. 

The d1tf1oult1el between the Aaer1can and 
rore1SD Power Oo.panr and tbe Chilean autborit1ea 
w1tb raepect to tba traction oo•paDf are or concern, 
ot couree, and I eball be 1ntereeted 1n learn1ns 
ot turtber t.portant danlop .. ntl 1n tb1e .. tter. 
It ie indeed reaeeur1ng to baTe rour opinion that 
the Chilean autborltiee are Y1ew1ng tbie .. tter 
wltbout biae. I know rou w111 follow the eltuation 
cloealr end w1ll do wbata•er rou oan to a•o14 anr 
arb1trarr or precipitate aot1on which could be and 
would be interpreted 1n certain quartert ae be1111r 
IT1denca or an ant1-0n1te4 8tatee teal1Dg. 

Vitb beet W11hel, 

(~ 
't'arr e1noeralr roure,- ) Ll-

- ._1 \. ~ -. l..LJ.L:. 

, 
The Honorable 

I-~ " ~./ 

Claude 0. Bowar• 
A.erican A.beeeador, 

8ant1ago. 

/ / / , 
'( . '-""""'" , . 



Santi ago , I ay I4 ,I 94I 

Jeer i..r }'resident :-
I di s like to bother you i n these t i mes ,but the 

i ncl osed t wo l etters t o Well es contai n i nforruation that I thi nk ,in 

some i ns t ances of pr i mary i mpor tance . They deal entttely with .Teponeee 
I 

activiti es which have been not abl y i ntensi fi ed dur in£ the lest f ew weeks , 

You wil l note t he manner in which t hey seek to get Chilean mancaneee 

away from us ;something of their plans about Cobelt ;and thei r proposal 

to furni sh stee l r ails to the railroede her i i n return t or e vest ecount 

or scrap i r on. 

I have no doubt we cen get the manganese by matchi ng the .Tops pr oposal , 

I n the case of the steel r ails end screpl i r on
1

I feel •tat we have 

somethi ng seri ousl y t o consi der . The railroads here e re be tter than i n 

Argentine by f ar ,but they ere now i n ver:. rreat need of steel rails 

Unless they can get them the transportat i on system here may be ~revely 
I 

cri ppl ed ,end thi s would be of some i mportance to us i n connect i on with 

conti nental defence • All at t empts t o purchase these rai l s from the 

~etbelemen t Stoel peopl e have fai l ed • I hove no doubt i t i s a mat t er of 

money . I f i t i s imposs ibl e t or t he r oads t o ret the rai l s from ue ,it 

will be i mpossi bl e r or Chile to hes i tate in getti ng them whereever they 

may be bud . ~ Japan wants scrap i ron , the r obds have it ,and the roads 

neee steel roi l s . The answer i s easy . I suppose much depends on how much 

importance we attach to the sendi ng or 25, ooo tons of scr ap i ron to 



Japan . 

Some of the information contained i n the aooond i ncl osed let ter set s 

r orth the notes of two Japanese a gents whose papers wore confiscated 

here by the Coverncent . You will note the plan to raise prices i n 

Bolivie to muke it hard6r ror us "and Cbina"--wbatever that u:eana . 

I have heard from a delegation or Yugoslavian bankera , industfalista , 

and business man that the Japanese have been buying up stock in mines 

here on the stock market . I beard this last ni ght end am having it 

i nvestigated . \ 

Since lest night when ell but unanimously the House or Deputies passed a 

lew ordering the margi ne or the traction con.pany With the electric con­
\ 

pany wi thin ninety days
1

we are racine what may prove t o be a most 

unfor tunate situation if we era to orotest against end tight it . 

~be two companies are owned by the a~~ ~rican interests;the traction 

company is 10sinr money and t~~ service and tracks are bad ;and ee 

the result of e strike last week the Covernment
1
which took over the 

operati on tor e month eranted the workers en increase in pay which 
I 

everyons ,including the Compeny ,egrees is their due . But the company 

,losine money now , cannot increase pay unless an i ncrease in fsre ,which 

is i ndecently low, i s authorized • lie bad thouebt 1 t probable that this 

authorization would be certain to come at the end or the month · 

But it is the contenti on or many Chileans that the traction and electric 

company should be merged ,end sines the electric company i s making money 

the income or the merged companies r.oulO permit the i ncrease in pay 



'\'.i thout an increase i n ~ lf-v- · 

It seems probable to ne that thi s explains the law Vlhi ch passed tile 

House l as t ni g t . 

That which impresses me most is the f act tlla t t he vote l acked but three 

or four votes of heine unanimous . It cannot be cllarged that thi s i s a 

demagogic moTe of the dreadful "popular front" Government , s ince al l 

the Conserva tives and Li beral s ,all the Opposition ,voted for it, and the 
• 

very few who voted against it are men who support the Government . Thi s 

r eflects I think the general feel ing among Chileans agai nst the traction 
I I 

company ,end aeainst the Americ an organi zati on which a1ns i t end the 

electric company . 

Should the bill pass t he Senate which seems certa in ,and shoul d it be 
I 

signed by t he President , I believe it i s customary for our Government 

to stand aloof until t he matter has been tested in the court s . 

That which concerns me at thi s junc ture ,when the Cerman ,Itelian , Spanish 

Embass~ies and t he Japanese l egati on are pouring f ortb propaganda 

aeei nst us and our "yankee i mperialism" end assuring the Chi leans that 

our good ne i ghbor policy i s mere words ,i s tha t when we go to bat 

i t will be v1a tor on the wheels of our interne tiona! enemies . I am thi nki ne 

of the poli t ican phase which at this time i s rather paramount . I have ask-

ed the Department for its i dee£ ana instruo'iJ~a . The Company I am sure 

bas given i ts point of vi ew to the St ate Depart~ent this morning. I am 

goi ng over the d~te i n our fi l es covering the whol e matter which dates 

beck to an acreement made between Cal der and Rose • 

The Yugosl avs here ,numbering among them a large number of very pr osperous 



bankers , indue triali ate ,end agriculturists are really more rnili t antiy 

and arpressi vely a ctive th~ our Br itish friends , A delecation came to 

see me last ni ght wi th en interesti ng S Uf~estion : 

They say,and it i s true ,tbat some or the greatest Carman indue;r~es here~ 

whoso owners are militantl y active i n the Nazi cause ,contributing 

11 ber ally to the Nazi Embassy fund , are nbeolutelY dependent for raw 

~terial on the Uni ted Sta tes . There are other industries here , owned 

by onelllies or t he riazis , tba t ere i n c ompet ition with the1 Naz~wned 

indus tries that e re unabl e to get this raw material . The deleeation made 

the point that the moat deadly bl O\f we ce.L ai m at our enelllee here i s 

an economic one ;that by sellinr raw materi al to anti-Nazi industries and 

rerUSine to sell;on ;ou~"pr~ext ot oth~rl to the nazi. owned industri es 

we will be deprivine the nazi fUnd of heavy cont ributions and increasi ng 

the contributions to the anti -Nazi fund . I ht.ve aeked for a complete 

list of a ll these factori es and of the raw materi al each uses • 

The same thing whi ch i mPelled us to have American business corporet ioae 

laav8 their Nazi agencies bare lind get others, a involved . If this phase 

ot economic war here bas been considered in tho Department I have not beard 

of it ,and i t seems w~11 worth cons i dering• 

The Hess incident has created a prof ound i mpression here - -a good one 

f rom our point of view I t hink . It i s generally assumed here that we are 

poing i n before long . 

F.on ,Jrankli n D.Roosovelt 
The ?.hi te House 
Washi ngton . 

~ith warm r egarda , 
Sincerely , 

eP--·~~ 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 19, 1941. 

UIWORAIIDtn• FOR 

THE UNDER OECR~TARY OF STATE 

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY 

FOR MY SI GNATURE . 

F. D. R. 

Letter to the President, 
dated May 3, 1841, from A.baasador 
Bowers, enclosing copy or ~etter 
which he sent t o Secretary Welles. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Mar 19, 19'1 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

HON • SUMNEn WELLES 

for preparation or replJ. 

r. D. R. 

Enoloeure 

Letter f rom Ron . Claude G. Bowers, Santiago , 
Chile, 4/24/41 to the President, in re German 
offer on the petroleum sur vey , in re Import­
Export Bank, etc . 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGITON 

Nn7 21, 1941. 

THE UtU)EH SECRE'f ARY OF RTJ\TE 

FOP PREPA.RAT! r)N np REPLY 

FOR WY RI ONATURE. 

F. D. R. 

Letter to the President 
from Ambassador Bowers, dated 
May 14, 1941, enclosing copies 
of letters t o Under Secretary 
Welles. 
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Santiago, May 12, 1941 

Dear Mr~ Wellell 

Tbla morning 1 accompanied General McCoy to the Moneda to aee the Preeident and while hv was most cordi al and kept ue tor f orty minutes , h i s first flash was the obeervation that it was •not a t all nice• to leave Chi le out of the media­tion or the diepute bet ween Peru and Ecuador. Since the A B C negotiations of yea rs ago Chile has fe lt t hat she belonged i .n negotiat i ons along wi th the other two South American natione. Coming on top or t he rather atartl ing reflect i on on the atab1lity or integrity o r t he Banlt o r Chile, 1 am afraid t ro• what 1 hear that the gener al etteot will not be good. Whether Juetified or not , you are entitled to know what the reac~ion t o these things i s in t he highes t quarters he r e. 

II 

Mr. Metzer or the Standard Oil i s back end has had seYeral quiet conferences with Pedregal and Schnake. He had been oro­miaed a memorandum by Pedregal whi ch was to have been sent hi m at Buenos h ires or Ri o but none came. Pedregal expressed hie delight at Metzer ' s return, explaining that ainoe the memorandum would express the pereonal Yiewe or hiaaelr and Schnake i t could not be consid ered of f icial unt i l a general a«reement had been reached by the OoYernment and t hat anyt hing s i gned by him might be looked upon a a binding . 

The present status ia thie: Pedregal and Schnake are going to aubmit a memorandum with a preliminary propoli tion . Sohnalte telle Metur that t here will probably be an exchange of several memeranduaa before t hey can r~aoh t he bae1a on which actual negotia tion• oan begin . He made it clea r that in t he first memorandum it will be etipulated that the Company i s to make the surYey and drill and that when oil ie found t he Company will have compl ete charge ot the i nduetry ae tar as operation 1e oonoerned. The OoYernment will st i pulate that the pr oeite from the vella ehall all go to t he Company unti l the ooat of the survey and t he inetallat i on of machinery 1e ps i d for; after whi ch the OoYernment , wh1oh wi ll own the welle ooerated by t he Company, will agree that the Company ehall haYe a et1oulat~d per cent. Pedregal euggested a p}en vh1eh accor ding to Metzer'• calculat i ons would g lYe the Coapan7 about ~5 per oent or t he pr ofits . 

The Honor able 
Suaner Wellea, 

Under 8eoretar7 ot State, 
Waeh1ngt on, D.O. 
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Pedregal frankly admi tted tha t he wi shed a f ormula whi ch 
will be defendabl e againat any demagogi c charge t hat t he 
Govern.ent hae t urned the c i l ti~lda over to the expl oitati on 
of t he •ootopue• or t he North . 

Met zer appear s to t hi nk t hat i n view or the progre ss ive 
and democratic na t ur e or Chi le , an a r rangement with Chile 
would have a good et feot t or t he Company, especi ally in view 
ot ita Mexi can experi ence . He i e staying i n t he backgr ound 
and il t o keep me i nformed or any d evel opment s . 

III 

The proper authoritiel her e nove been approached on t he 
purohuee or t he output of manganeee, and Pedregal seemed 
plaaeed and pr omi sed a defi ni t e proposit i on. The background 
i l not wi t hout interest: t he Japone1e have offered to t ake 
t he entire out put on 3 cont ract cov~ring three y~ara or five . 
I do not de finitely know whi ch, a nd to f urni sh machi ner y tor 
t he opening or two new min1a . The proposi t i on t hat wi l l be 
put t o ua wi ll probably i nc l ude provisions or a s i milar nature 

The Japaneee i n Chile a r e exceedingly act ive and apnear 
t o have money. I do no t pos i t ively know but I am informed oa 
what see•e good a uthority, t ha t the Japenese have puroha11d 
all the wool availabl e in Puerto Montt t hrough a Senor Arturo 
Sporke, who i a not on t he black l i st , but t he wool has been 
received in Puerto ~ontt by the Ger man Firm 1 Sago 1 wh1oh il 
entirely Na zi . It i a reported t hat the wool t o be put on boar 
t he German vessel "Erlanger• t or transmi ssi on t o J apan . 

I V 

I n t hi s connection I find that i n t he mat t e r of pai d 
propaganda 1n the pr eea we are u.nable t o compet a wi t h the 
Germane and the Japanese. On t he occa sion or t he Espertr1 s 
birthday some of the paper s here carried many columna of 
matt er of a complimentary character about Japan, it a good 
£mperor, it a ouetome, it l beauty, etc. At frequeat i nt ervale 
euoh articles appear. On a reoent Mexican holi day one ot t he 
paper • had a specia l ed itlon with Mexlcan propaganda, Al l 
t h1e unquestionabl y pai d ! or. 

Ve a r e now approaching the rourth of Jul y when we will 
be approached for epeoial articl es on the United Stat ee . It 
wi ll meon some money and we haYe none. I know t hat we can be 
f urni shed f und• out o r a eeor et fun d, as r eported to ue, pr o­
vided the proposit i on l a previouely aub~itted to t he Oepar tmen 
I aeaume from previoue eaper ienoe t hat w~ wil l be approached 
by some of the paper s and probably t oo late to perml t of eub­
a 1aai on to ltashinll'ton tor oonaidera tiem It would be a gr eat 

hel p t we can be a eeured of eoney up to a reaeonable amount 
to t ake car e or t he rourth, 
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v 

I haYs reaO the r eport from some other goYernmental 

ageno7 conotr n1ng Biano~1' a negotiat ions in "-• and Bol ivia, 

wh1oh 1apreasea me aa tar f etched and improbable. I haYe 

preY1ously r~ported B1anch11 s explana tion to ce ot the nego­

tiation• i n Bol i vi a . You will recall t hat he sai d he went 

1n rtaponse to an inYit ation f~om t he Foreign Miniet er , who 

waa a Yery olO and close t rienO; and that t he agr~emcnt grew 

out of oon•ersa t i one not previously planned ; that later, 

btoauae ot the Bolivian ne~ot iat ions, Peru ext ended hi m an 

1nY1tat1on with the aame r esult. Thi s may all be eye-wash, 

buti t hink i t i s lar gely t rue . However, Bianchi r esented t he 

two Sout h Amer1osn oont erenoes that i ncludeO a l l oountri ea 

but Chile , as I reported a t the time , ano he s~1d t hen that 

whi le he Oi d not w1sh t o do so it would be easy enough t or 

Chi le to oall a conf erence of t he na tions bordering on the 

Pac i f i c. It seems not improbable that he set out to accom­

plish t he same r eeult tha t mi ght come from a formal con­

ference of th~ Paci f i c nat1one . 

I do not think t or a minute that Chile 1e i n the l eaat 

a t rai O ot Peru, and certa i nly not of Bolivia , but there are 

always atrained rela t1onsvith Bolivia anO the Chi lean 

Government doea not want trouble at thie time b~oause of t he 

worlO s i tuati on. 

W1th warmest regards ano bes t wi shes , I am 

Sincerely yours, 

\ 



Dear Mr. Welles: 

1 

Bant1&goi Cb1lt, 
Kay 2 ,.941 

Binoe writing the enclosed letter or the 12th, I 
would oall your attention to a report from our Military 
Attaoh4, No . I .G .5940 to the Mil itary Intelli gence Divis i on, 
vhioh goee forward in todar'• pouch, oonoernlns the r ecent 
arrest or Renioh Yaoovori (or RJniohi Yokobori} and Goro 
Miyazaki, two Japanese, when they wert t aking the plane to 
leave the country, and the revelation• or papers i n their 
poetesslon whi ch have been retained by the Department or 
I nveetigationa here. The raots herein ttttorth are t aken 
rrom the report or the Department or Investigations. We 
furnished aaeletance 1n the t ranelat l on or the J apanese 
notes and the r eport i s g iven us in confidence. 

These Japanese, purported to be business men engaged 
i n ordinary commercial work, had among the documents round 
in t heir posseseion eome t hat clearly reveal their identity 
with the Jauaneee Government. They have been 1n Brazil, 
Argentine, Uruguay, Paraguay, Columbi a , Panama and Mexloo, 
and 1t vas their intention to go to Canada via the United 
States and t o the British and French West Indies. fhe 
papers disclose that they are mini~ expert• making a coa-

t 
plete survey or •1nerale in South ~erioa t or t he Mitsui 
Buaaan laisha Ltd. , known aa Mit eui & Cia., Ltd. 1n South 
America. 

It appears fro• the paper• that t he Japanese Go~nment 
hal eent engineer• t o the mines here who have r~t ~hat 
the mln ea are pr oduoirut..l_I;.OOO fon• anrwallY )( (' .--year 
will be 1noreaeed to re,ooo;- t 1• no;e~~aa; o hie 
will be eold 1n the United States • The observation ie made 
in the notes that ehould Japan inetall maohinery t he output 
oan be doubled in a short time: that t he Chilean Government 
ia planning three new mines in the pr ovince• or Ataoama, 
Ooquiabo and Antofagasta vh1oh ehould bt ready tor produo­
t i on i n eighteen •onthe. 

The tuggtetion it made that while almoe t all t he export 
or •anganeee nov goee to t he United States, it would be 

pouible 

The Honorable 
Su.ner WeUet, 

Under leoretar, ot Stat e, .. l 
• 
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poaaiblt to aeoure the entir e output for Japan proTided abe would be willing to make long t ime oont raot e
1 and t hat thia contract will be ei gned in the near f u10ure. It aata forth t hat the Chi lean Government hes made the fol­l owing atipulationa: 

(A) That the direct ors of the Soc iety (~ompany( ahall be t he Japaneee Mi niater and the Pr~uotion Mini ster. 
(I ) That on t he organi~tion of the Company Japan •uat contribute one milli on peaoa to eetabl iah t he Company, and eend two engineers a year to Chile at the expense of Japan. 

(8) That Japan will consequently be in full control of the induet ry for five yeare , that Chi le can sell none of the produote without the permiaaion of J apan . 
Aooording to t he notes , t he Japanese immediately accepted, only atipul.sng that the plan must be organi~ed quickly. 

Thi a, in general, I i ncluded in my encloaad letter of May 12. Ae I wrote you before, Brooke felt Pedregal out on our plan f or taking all the manganese and while he did not menti on any Japaneee propoeition, he i mplied that Chi le would be very glad to eell the output to the Unit ed States, but instantly added that a long time con­tract f or five years or perhaps three would be wanted and alao credi ts for machinery f or the opening of two new minea. 
II 

There ie a eat of note• giTing detai l • regarding an attempted purohaee and 4tvelopeent of a oobal t m1ne in Chile . It appear• fro• theee that the firet Japaneee engineer failed in hie negotiation•, but that later a large eu. wae pai d to one Senor MUller, believed to be Walter MUller Heee , a German Ch1l~an who went to Japan ae a member of t he Chilean Commeroial Mieaion a few yeare ago , who waa able to put the Japaneet in oontaot with the mi ne ownere and with Chilean Government off1o1ala. In t he resulting negotiation• an agreement wae propoaed to f orm a new Com­pany to exploit t he oobalt depoeit, t o be composed of one­t hird Japaneae oapital, one-third the original owners of the minee, and one-third the Chilean Government. 
Thia pr o•ed unacceptable to the Japaneee but an agreement wu reached pro•id1ng that the Chilean Go•ernment would aupply 2,000,000 peeoe, the mine ownere 1,800,000 peeoe f or i•proTtmenta, and that the entire pr oduct would be sold to Japan for a period of five yeare. 

We know Walter MUll e r well and have alwaya auepeoted 
Jo bi• 
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him ot having pro-German sympathies since he i1 German, 
but he hal always appeared fri endly with Ameri cans and 
I have had him at my house to d inner and a t other funotiona. 
He ie thought to be honest. 

III 

It appe&r s from the not es - nnd I have informed you 
ot this before - that the J apnnPSe Government has propoled 
to the Ch1l~an r ailroad administrati on an exchange o f 
de1perately needed r a lls tor scrap iron . Accor d ing t o 
the•• note s the Chilean Government proposed furnishing 
25,000 t one of scrap iron tor 12,000 tone of r a lle. Thl1 
vaa rejected by the Japaneae who propo aed an exchange 
ot 3 OCO t ons or ralls and 10,000 tons or cempnt for the 
25,obo tons or scrap 1ron. Accor ding to these notes t he 
J apanese t hink there is a good prospect or a deal. 

/f There 1s no doubt that the rallraods must have steel 
ra1le, and i t appers tha t the Bethelhem Steel Corporation 
hal refused to furnish them. Since national ~etenae here 
ia involved 1n the proper maintenance or the ral lribdl 
and we will not sell the r a1le tha t ar e necessa ry, I 
do not see that we can flnd fault wi th the Government tor 
getting the rails from any eource it can. It seems to me 
a matter worth s~r1ous consi deration. \ 

IV 

These not es , and eapeo1ally our possession or them, 
1& extremely cont1dential. I understand t he Government 
here 18 etsrtled and concerned and very eager to keeo the 
information contained in them to itself. One of the De­
partment s or Investigation al i pued the notee to us long 
enough tor us to make a copy. We cannot well say to Pedregal 
that we have th1s information. But I should l ike your I 
reaction to the plan ot frankly approaching Pedregal and 
1a11ng we have heard trom 1ouroes ~enerally r eliable that 
the se plana regarding Japan an~ mangane1e, cobalt and ralls 
are betor e the Chilean Government, and attempting to get 
a show down on what 1s going on with Japan. The very raot 
t hat we know may have a salutary effect . 

v 

1 haYs heard trom • delegation or Yugoalav bankere 
and 1nduetrialiat• that the Japane1e have recently been 
buying up stock in the various mineo on the Stock Market 
and I haYe taken atepe to ascertain the trut h through a 
Br1t1sh bro~r here. I reoeiYed thil informat i on only 
lut n i ght. 

VI 

\ 
' 
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The notes indicate too that in Bolivia the J apanese 
have been raia1ng prices on minerals ;ttlere·, .. ahd~that they 
are coll ecting antimony, solder and magnesium there . 
Apropos or the r a1s1ng or prices, the notes eay t hat 
1 th1e will make an unpleasant sit uation !or t he United 
Stat e• in Bolivia and also in China". Juet what i s meant 
by China we do not know. 

There is als o a reference to a copper mlne i n Argentina 
which is described ae pr oducing an 1n!er1or product. But 
1t 1e suggested that contact be aa1nta1ned there 1n the 
event the United States and Engl and prevent Japan !rom 
get t ing O~ilean copper. 

With regard• and beet wishes, 

Claude G. Bowers 



My dear Mr , Pres1dent: 

DEPARTMENT 01'" STATE 
WASHINGTON 

June 2 . 1941 

I have r ece1ved your memorandum ot May 21, 1941 
enoloe1ng a letter ot May 14 which you have r eceived 
from Ambassador Bowers in Santiago, Chile together w1th 
copies ot two letters addressed t o me dated May 12. 

In response t o your request , I am encl osing a 
draft ot a suggested reply to Ambassador Bowers tor 
your cons1derat 

Enclosures: 

l, From Ambassador Bowers 
May 14 , 1941 

it you appr ove , 

2 . To Mr . Well es 
May 12 1941 {2} 

3. Draft to Ambassador Bowers 

The Pres1dent, 

The White House. 
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I My dear ~tr. Preeident: 

DEPARTMENT 01' 8TATE 

WA8HINQTON 

JUDe 6, 1941 

I have received your two memoranda ot 

May 19, 1941 encloaing two letter• dated 

April 24, 1941 and May 3, 1941 which you have 

received trom Amba11ador Bowere in Santiago. 

In response to your requeet I a11 enclosing 

a drett ot a. augguted reply to Ambaaeador 

Bowera tor your coneideratlon and 1ignature it 

you approve. 

Fa 

Encloeuree: 

1. From Amba1aedor 
Bowera, April 24, 
and May 3, 1941. 

2. To Amba11edor Bower•. 

The Prnidant, 

The 'lfhi te Hou11 . 



.. 

Santiago ,Ley ~ ,IQ4I 

Dear J,:r President :-

Certain things I think you oupht to know ere i ncluded i n 

a letter to Sumner Welles ,a copy or which i s inclosed . I am considerably 

concerned ov~ r the very bad and immediate reaction here to the Import-Export 

Bank proposi tion which seems more calculated to serve our peopl e than to 

assist Chile i n a c r i s i s . I have just received/ througll the Foreign 11n1ster ~ 

a memorandum pr pared by the Fi nance }.'lni ster set tine forth the ¥ features J':\ 
~ ltl that ere thoueht offens ive to thi s country . I em hoping th&t the ~ore ob-

jectionable fe &tures can be omitted , or £Teatly modifi ed . .. e have the di s -

advantaee dovm here ,and a ll over Soutll America I am sure , just now ,of the 

Gen.an advance which l!l8kes many think Germany i s certain t o win ::;e are 

fi cbt i n· enormous propaganda whi ch i s now i ntensi fied .And I reel very 

stronely that just now we cannot atrord to dampen the feelinea of our friends 

I presented the a~ esti on that ~outh Au.erican countri es may wish 

i ndividUallY to mke a plea to Franco to stay out or the war ,or not to go in 

any deeper than ' he i s ,and the Forei~ kini ster smtled blandl y · The rela t i ons 

or Chile and Spain are so chroni cally atrained,because or democrati c insti -

tutions here , that he i mpli ed that such a SU£ estion from Chile would hardly 

~t results . However be s~id he would consi der it • 

Last ni ght I had a l one conversati on wi th Hugo Fernandez Artucio ,a brilliant 

younr Urueuan ,who i s touring South America investigating and denouncing 



l!'ir th Col umn activitie .. and c.ethoda or c obutinr them .:e tells r.e that 
~ 

the It lain ::;nb .ssies and Leta tiona are ru t Pr ne£etivo und ~the 

J • .>..:1i l t. J e extremelyu f ' n ac.ive 1 worki ng in cl ose conjunction with the 

Cermllna .. .l:.e he bas finished his tour he i s eoing to the United :;t.tes 

and will no doubt t alk with Vlellea . ConrAnder 71ebb
1 

on my sugeestion 
1 

asked our man i n Uruguay for a report on t hi s man and the word came back 

the t ;t he is reliable . He bas l!ll de a Cll:8 talks and e.iven out some intervi ews 

here that leave no doubt as to hi s position end purpose . 

I em sending tx ~elles also i n this pouch the lon£ delayed enumerati on of 

the defence materiel ~ost urgentl y needed here whi ch I requested .I 

hope that we oen take care or this or a eood part of it. Tbeae ere serious 

times i n Chile , anything may happen or be attempted at any time ,and should 

a Nazi ooup be a ttempted Chile wishes to make good on her pledge to us to 

defend herself to the utmost .She needs certain material and ,aa I under-

stand ,there are ~5 , ooo ,ooo avail abl e .She oueht to have i t .There may be 

nothing in the reports that mac~ine runs end other war materi al has been 

aneaked into the country from Argentine ,but e>ein it i s not impossible . 

I have previously writ ten you of Ceneral Escudero's poi nt or view. 

~t length Lindberg hasft rformed his f i rst patrioti c s r rvi ce--in 

resirning the commssion he diseraoed . The manner of presenti ng i t leaves 

no doubt that he acted under di rection end f or purposes or pro- totalitari an 

propaganda . Who,aside from Goering ,ie b.i s advi sor ? Henry Treokenri dge 

ueed t o be hi s mentor ,and I am wondering where he stands . 

Hon.Jrenklin D. Roosevelt 
The Wbi te House . 

n1th warm r egards , 



Santiago ,April 24 , I~tl 

Dear 1:r President:-

I have just received your letter of the lith and I hasten to 

reassure you concerning the German offer on the petrolium survey , We had the 

infoT!!l!1tion from our friend Pedegrel flho gave it to us ,not as a threat ,or as 

something that might be C:.one , but to snow us ju.s t what the enell1Y is tryine to do , 

or course the Government here cannot prevent the Germans rrom trying to make things 

difficult for us ,aDd it, i s most friendly I think in tipoi ng us ott to wha t the 

enemy is trying to do , 

Since writing you yesterday reagrding the conversation w1 th the President here 

I realize that he was under stress yesterday since he was preparing a really 

statesmanlike end patriotic retuael to accept t he resi gnation or the Rad ical 1'.1nis-

ters whose party direc t ors bed asked them to resi tn on e metter of patronage , I 

think he will prevail on this . Thi s probabl y col ored his outlook on l ife at the 

moment he was talking to me, 

I ha ve gone over with V Broolcs ,the Commerci al Attache the proposition of t he 

Import- Export bank e nd am preparing our o~n observations on it . We can see one or 

two provisions t hat do imply e great distrust of the Government here ,end one or two 

other things which are i ncorporated in all these contracts end have no s pecial 

reference to Chil e but which the Presi dent my have thought was specially 8pPl1ed . 

I do know howe'fer thB t everyone here amon~ our friends i n tho Government 

is concerned over the defensive armament del ay. In thi s connecti On take this: the 
~ 

other day S:Q one of our great c ...-r companies here round thBt seventy of' their 

men were deliberately praticing sa~toge and reduc1ne output almost one nundred 



. 
~r cant .Th i a waa done under the 1net1geti on or aevan communi at arttat~rs amoor 

tum. ~ Coa:p~ny went to the In t endente and abowed him tbe rtrures on production 

over a term or yeara abowt nr conclusively that i t waa aabatore• The Intendent e 

!mediately notified the authorities bare llho told hi m to give all protection to 

the Comp~nt i n dhobe rging the co=uniat agitators . "ben tbeee ware dhcbarged a 

eood number or the a nanty workers aa i d they would call e reneral stri ke . The 
rz.-, 

Intendente told the Caopany now waa the u- to f)Ot rid or the r:.en enfllpi nr in this 

work . 4bout eixty ware dl8chnrgod . Thn t day one hundred solidiers were rushed to 

the mine tron here , soldi ars heavily arce4. They p8Cka4 tbase ..en on trueka , sen t 

them to Arlee whonoe they were sent south . 

fbie indicates that the Covernment is prepared to act , bu~ had there been e reneral 

s t rike it would have been confronted bye r evolutiona ry situation a~ th~ necss aity 

ot Using force perhepa . It i s beouuse or t his that tho Army nutboritiea a nd tbe 

Fres i dent a r e impa~ient because we do not JtOVe &lld eeni • am tonnf1e .. i<.w.c., o: 
v~r disposition to help i n holdinr the line eeatnat a possible Nezi t nopired 

a ttetlpt a e&iDG t the Coverrurent which is our rr1en4 . 

I hbsten to aend you thi e tnformatton to prevent t he imprssaion hat the r resident 

here i s imPatient w1 thout cause • I nay ad4 that the renerel strike railed because 

ell t .. e other workers refused to aupport these co=uniat end na' i ae1 tators . 

::on .lrrenl<l i n D. Roosev elt 
Tbe 'llhi te House . 

l'li th tl!lrmoat regards , 

.:ilnoerely, 

4/Z.t"e 4 4 ~ ~ 



\ \ THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Jae ~. lHl. 

Pleaee prepare rapl7 t~ ., 
diU~• co ~ada 8over•. J • 
r;la4 Cb&C Dolle • Falrbaaka, Jr. , 
..... \o ~·• 4ona ao wall . 

In rer;U'd Co Cba parapo~ 
J he•• aarke4 lo. l on pare 2, 
I Chink Cb&C loDe...oU ( wUh 
ace••'• help) eboal4 br1• Chla 
co \be aC\enClon ot \be bea4 ot 
\be A.J . u4 Cba bea4 ot Ule V .r ., 
1'U1 eapao1all7 ella leUer. 

In rer;U'd \o parapoapb lo . 2 
on Che •- pace, t Chink Cba' 
•-one ahoald br1nr; CJ\la Co ' be 
aCCenCloa ot Kaft'r7 LRoa, wbo la 
\he pr1Jio1pal -r ot •rorcane• 
an4 ot •n .. • . 

r . D. a. 



My dear Mr . President : 

DEPARTM ENT OF STATE 
WASH INGTON 

July 2 . 1941 

I refer to your memoranda of June 23 and 25 enclos­

i ng Ambassador Bowers• letters of June 16 and 19 . 

I have attended to the points contained in the last 

two paragraphs of your memorandum of June 23, and 

!•lr. Henry Luce of the magazines "Fortune" and "Time" 

and the heads of the Associated Press and t he United 

Press have had their attention drawn to the damaging 

effects in South America of certain types of news 

reporting . 

I am enclos ing a draf t of a suggested reply to 

Ambassador Bowers for your considerati on and signature, 

if you approve . 

Fait hfull 

Enclosure: 

Draft reply to 
Ambassador Bowers. 

The President, 

The White House . 

I 



THE WHITt: HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

JWle 26, 1~41. 

IIEMCilAHOOM FOJ\ 

!U UGD SECREYARY OF STATI: 

P~ PUPAJ\ATIOII or RIPU 

Ptll JIY 8IOIIA!UU. 

r. D. R. 

Letter from Ambaaeador 
Bowere to the President, dated 
June 19, 1941. 



• 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 25 , 19<11. 

MEHORANDUN FOR 

COLONEL STARLI NG 

The f ollowi ng i s an excerpt 
from a letter t o the President from 
Ambassador Cl a ude G. Bowers: 

11 A Ger man Just lett me who 
brought a story l ~~ ne t take too 
seriously, but i t 1e t o the errect 
that he has he&rd tal k i n Naz i 
quarters t hat a secr e t or der has 
been sent !rom Berlin t o the 
Nazis in the States to aF~ase1nate 
you. or course , there is thet 
danger, t or the r emoval or your­
eel! and Churchill would be the 
moat disastrous blow posRible. 
I merely call it t o your 
a ttention i n the hope t hat you 
will t ake the utmost pr ecautions , 
t ake no chances, and evede ao 
many public appearances ae 
poee1ble1 • 



COPY 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

Dear Claude: 

I wae delighted to have the report contained 
in your letter of June 23 regarding the attitude 
of Don Miguel Cruchaga toward Chilean cooperation 
with the United States in defense mattere. If you 
think it wise to do eo, you might take an opportun­
ity ot expressing my appreciation to Dr. Cruohaga. 

Your vi ewa concerning the attitude ot t he new 
Chilean Foreign Minister are, ot course, encourag­
ing. However, until this attitude is translated 
into eome eort of positive action, I shall continue 
to be both puzzled and concerned at certain recent 
manifeatatione ot Chilean policy in the present world­
wide crieia. 

It ie of course true that the German assault 
on Rueaia ia being ueed for propaganda purpoeea to 
influence Catholic opinion in the Americas . I am 
convinced that thia propaganda baa been u.naucceeaful 
and that both the pastoral letter of the German 
bishops and the significant eil encs or the Vatican 
have tended to remove the threat of harm which it 
riJB:f have contained. 

With best wishes, 

Ver,y sincerely yours, 

The Honorable 
Claude G. Bowers, 

American Am baa eador, 
Santiago. 



M7 dear Mr. President: 

O£PARTMENT OF STAT£ 
WAIIH I NQTON 

July l O. 194 1 

I have received 70ur memorandum or Jul7 7, 19'1 

encloeing a letter or June 23, which 70u have reoeived 

!ro• Aabaeaador Bovera in Santiago , Chile. 

In reeponse to 7our requeet, I am enclosi ng a 

dra!t or a auggeate r epl7 to Aabaeeador Bovera !or 

70ur ooneideration approTe. 

117 7oure, 

Enoloeure: 

Drart. 

The Preeident, 

The White Houae. 



Santiaco, Jae 2S,IQ4I 

Dea.r Mr President:-
It may intereat you to know t kat at a diaaer 

J'riday nipt at tu k~ ot Dr.Seanz ,tol'lllAir J'oreign •11:a1ater,I 

hed a ooaTereation witk Cruok&sa Toraal.tormer Preai4ent of tke 

Senate aa4 the CoaaerTatiTe m~Dber of tke J'oreign Relatione 

Committee in tke Senate ,durins whick he brougat up tke au~jeot 

ot 'baaea. He aa14 t ut waUe we ane not a*~kea from Ckile it 

and should tlla t ooourr it ia important ill the publici tr to apare 

Ckilean pride by making it appear tkat theae baaea are CAilean 

baeee ,IDI4er tu eoapleta ooatrol ot t kia country 0an4 t kat tllair 

uee b:y tile United StatM ie a eononaion due to tke iaternational 

cria1a. Tkia .to •,wu lfttitnng aiaoe I kaTe had leaa tear of 

t he GQYernunt tkan of the Oppoai Uoa0 aa4 Cruckap. h the moat 

powerful man of tke Oppoa1t1on in mattera ot iaternational re-

latioaa. In tbe neat an:rtkinc ot the aort akould enntuate I 

am ·~••tin& to Wellea tkat •• lie oont14atiall7 IU14e4 to ac.e 

anent ll:y Cruokap 'a a4Yioe. 

Roaaetti,tlle an .. li:aiater of Foreign .lffaira 1a al.Jaoat tneriak i 

in kia oult1Tation ot our oont14enoe an4 I am poa1ti•e he ia aow 

with ua to a 110re 001lft.CeOU eztant thall ay of kia predeoeaaora. 



In ability and caarecter t~ OoTernment aae been greatly 

etren~thened by the new ~n1stere ,Tery superior ..n,w1tk taa 

respect ot eToryone. 

~ purpose in botker1ag you ie to call attention to tko tact 

tkat tko &lltranoe ot Ruada in tko war will be uaed to t~ uu.o.t 

on t~ Ckurok 1a Scuta .&.erioa bY tae Nazi all4 tac11t and 

taluciet propoaan41sh,41ld aq be etfeotin 1n taet wllile taa 

r•ctionary element of tae caurck au been at keart with tae 

totalitarians trCIII the boeinni~, tllia aay be all exc11.1e tor 1110re 

open adkeeion. Waon the Geraaan army was gataering on tae frontier 

I told our people in tae Ellbo81y that I was sure the purpose was 

t o aake a play to tae "appeaeera" nen in England wao at lt.eart 

was not unsYJDpataatio toward tlae Nash ,an15 in tllis way break tlae 

solidarity of tbe dtmeoraoies. BelieTe me,I know the ayst~ since 

I went tkroup 1 t for two and a lt.alt year• in Spaia. There tao 

wort democracy wae obsolete and nner used but by a few "reds" like 

ae,and t~ people of democratic countries were o.ssllllliag tlt.at eTery 

one laad to be witk tile to.chh or tbe o-mhh .Bnry attort 

will be made to br1JI8 about tlle saaa Una up in nory ooaatry now. 

Wilen I lht&lled to Ckuroll1lls speeok onr taa radio frCIII Loadon 

Y81te.r4q it was nry ol-.r to me tlt.a t tlt.a eo.me taoupt is upper­

meet in ll1s lliat. I &Ill sure our people skolll.d keep all tlt.is 111 

Iliad now.Aild I tlt.iak CkurohUla al&llt h tlt.e r1pt oaa - -that if 

GermanyoCian taka OTer Ruada w1 th ita enol"'IIua food supplies and 

1h arm. all tllis will be usedcwitlt. d .. dly affect &@lliaat tka 



ttmocraoiaa ;and that the j ob barora the world t oday is rirlt or 

all to rid mankind or the 811888in8 or Berlin . I know that aTery 

arrort Will be made to diTih ILl on na:ailm a nd cOIIIIlU.Di-. 'lY own 

idea waa axpra•aad year• ago in the 7oundera Day Addre•• at the 

Unhardty ot Virginia when I 1aid that the two are but rnana 

aidea or tll.e aaae dabaaad cob .• But tile illmediata an~ 1a t laa 

Nasi--just a• that waa tlaa iiiiDadiata anay during tla& Spanhll. war. 

I alaall baTe our people 1ntll.a !mbaeey take spacial pains to 

ueartatn tll.e raect1on laere .Among tlaa "llaat people" I haTe no 

doubt ;but I pin my faith on tlaa plain people and the patriots 

who put tlaair country beyond tlaa oaloulationa ot the counting room 

Wi tla wan.at ragarda, 

Hon.Franklin D.RooaaTelt 
The 1rh1 ta Bou .. 
WaallingtQil, 



--

llr ............... u •• ,, 

s . w. 
O.K. but telk wlLh 

J . J ones . 
F . D. R. 

Jllly lB,ll}.tl 

la -.euea wl tb ov prepu ef preaou., uaa 
111111t peeel~l• , .... .,., relatlene wi~ tbe otber 

._.•1••• rapa~llea , •• ara propeelng, 1f 7ou aprro•• · 

to PIUW ................ , .. pUa tlODI with Cblll . 

O.pper 11 ... of the prlaelpal pro .. etl oa whleh 

we alpt put a Ma .. eeloa to ChUa. You will raoal. l 

that 1a Oata~r l ial a pa~lll notlll "'' 1••••4 of 

1ntantloa tl aarotlata a trade .,.•••••t with Ohlla , 

foll1V04 ~ U UMUIIMDt 1D De11-"r of that JIAr 

w1\h4rav1DI aoppar troa the DOIIUaUou; u4 Uwt U111 

-.-aaaMat "'' .. ,,. .. , 11poa •• a raell.lt of •11oroue 

prottltl trea tbl aaall er 4aMet1a pre...... aa4 thalr 

rapri11Dtat1••• 1a OonfPI••· fha ••lot1at1on• vltb 

Ohlll ba'JI llall ~an 1aatU'JI . 

Tba IIpper e1t~a\1an todaJ 41ftare ra41aallJ troa 

that aueuac a 71ar or ••• • 1o. Data••• and aoraal 

11rtl1AD 

the Pra•14aat, 

The llhl ta Hou ... 



-1-

liYUUII ae.U ... tu .......... tile J Nt'MI&aa, aM 

.. .,, ~"'uc •• ..... •• ,..,,~. ,... ca.ua .. , 

1\biP Aaerl .... •••riet. I •brt~4 &1M u.&' U it 

propoae4 '- ••b•1lla• prM•et1oa 1n kllb-•••• to .. at1t 

• 1•••· lew•••· ""' ~.,. p.re••' aaa41u ... , ' ' .., 

t1e Mllalpdet that u..,.. WM14 t1e ,.u u .. l appeaUl• 

'- • ri4••U• 18 U.e .. ,par Its. 

fbi , ,,,.,..,, -.11•••• ~' JO• will ,..-.~17 v1~ 

\o p••• par•le.t.rll .. \be pell,la&l aep•••• of • ••• 

,.~lh aoUH ot ln'"''lea Ia HP'"'' a V.te .,_... .... , 

wttaa a.n. laftln., .. ,. .. ,~u,., ,, • ...c .. u. 1a 

Vle lafpeP lu, Ill RUitll &lH tlaat 71• MF willa .. 

_.nlt wUil tM , .. ,,..1 ~ .. .U•laletreter a.C etllera 

wbo are faaUlar wlft ..,., .. , .. peat. at .... p~~e•-• 

.. PJIIP tltuU... At tilt Ml\eP lt •• ~~ ._ I IIPt...., 

flllt wUl N Cl•lH t .. tt• l ta& fiNtfu ....Ulaf, M 

Wlllllt te M ....... of ,._. aatl .. nppel't at M7 Mtiaa 

*lela MJ M tu .. . 

raUilhl~ ,._.,, 

Sumn&r Well•• 

AeU.. ..... ...., 



' 
I 

·L 

t • 

• I 

• • San~iago,July &+,196I . r 

Dee.r_Mr PreaicaAt:- 1 • . 

I baTe jue t wr1 ttell ,aa bet ore I had wired, . ) ... J ,. ~ 

Wellaa tbat Roaaatti aant 
I 

telegraphic inatructiona to tke 
' • # ... I! J 

Ill ten-

dante at £Atotosaata to ... tlle enelled Oal'lllall UiJliater to 
• . 

Bol1Tia at ollca and intorm llim that wla1la in Chile he IIUat not 
• J J j 

lean Antotosaata and tllat be IIIUat l ean the count!')' by the tint 

conTayance that can take him out ot the country, When I noticed 
'I' 

in tba praaa that tbe Miniater waa coming t o Chile I aent a 

abort and rather aherp peraonal note to Roaaatti aaytng that ill 

Tin ot the d1atinct undaratanding I aaaumed that tbh man would 

not be tolerated in Chih and t hat it he wer e parmi tted t o stay 

it would create a moat profound impraaaion in t he United Stataa, 

Tba nen day Roaaatt1 ahowed • tba telegram he bad aent the 

Intendente the day be racahad 11rf nota. I do not t billk the nota 

waa neceaaary, 
- l 

He alao agreed t o our plu tor aaaliJ1.8 the wiralaaa ot all 

foreign ah1pa whu in Cllilaan wa tara • or llarbora, 

The Blaok L1at created a aen.aation lt.ere and baa had a fiJla ettect. 

The Cbilaana llOW ltJlow that •• will tigllt. I hue told Roaaatti . . ' 

ToluntarilY that ahould it daTelop that 407 one ia OJl tlt.e 11at 

the atoppaca ot whoaa buainaaa would baTe a aarioua attact Oil 

Chile I would be glad to trana111,1.t t he tact to Wubington and waa 
I 



aure tut in euch extr.ordianry cuee eomething can be done , He 

hie ae.id nothing indioatins tut the ~ernunt 1e at all 

unfriendly to our action. 

You will r ... mber mr feeling about the feeding ot the Axle 

Tictima in Spain ,bued upon by thorou,.) underat&Dding ot the 

J'ranoo regime and what it • tande tor. I note that after the 

l ateet ineulting epeeoh ot J'ranoo Wellee hae implied that there 
I 

h no further reaaon tor feeding J'rancoe Tictime • That ot courae 

delight. me. For ill Soutll .blarioa ,and I know in Ch.Ue , the 

Spnieh embaeeies and legation• are tar more open and ottenaiTe 

than tbe Italian• no are really ot no account. I do whh the 
II 

E:nglhh would atop talking about trying to keep Franco trccn cccn-
11 

ing under tb.e tntluellCe ot tlla Axle, It makes the ordinary man in 

tlla etreet wonder about tb.eir coJIIDOn eenee, 

Ro .. ettt promised • to 8tt rid ot the Ch118811 Minister in 

Gauta~ula,and he hae juet t old me that tb.e eending ot Carloe 

l>aTila to South America hae no connection witla o-rce,u g1Ten 

out , but that b.e goee tor tbe purpoee ot taking care ot thie 

~(inieter. 

I am oonTinced that the BoliTian buainees i e tied up with botll 

Argentine and Chile,and that an attempt ot the eort planned ,ae 

diacloeed i n the letter ot Belmonte ,may be tried in Claile at any 

time. We all haTe complete oantidence in the determination ot the 

~ernment to reaiet a ny euoh attempt and in the dependability ot 

all the ranking IIIID in tbe ar., , The ~ernment hie been doing a 



great deal to meet thie menace without ru.e or publ1o1ty and 
while tell1118 newepaper men that ot oour" no euoh meneoe e:det., 
Recently General Berguno , tllorouglll.y all right ,was eent into the 
South,oatendbily to report on the uoal aituation,but in reality 
to 1nTe•tigate the army aituatton. Immediately arter hia return, 
General Portalea,pro-nazi,who had been i n command at -.IdiTia, 
waa trall.lltered to Santill6o aDd a man eent to ValdiTia in whom 
the Preaident haa contidence. ,I haTe just heard that t he army haa 
diaCOJfered detailed plana ot the plot with names etc ,and I aa 
haTing this inTeatigated. 

The Yale Glee Cl ub did us great eenioe here.It was enormously 
popular. Tha great llun1oipal theatre was packed with people at8Jld­
ing in two concerte 8Jld the olub waa almoet mobbed at both the 
0n1Teraity ot Chile and the Catholic Un1Teraity by enthueiaete. 
I gaTe a buttet dance tor them aDd inTi ted in all the Chilean 
girls ot the aociety crowd ,aDd I waa damn proud to dillplay theae 
American boya, all olean cut,gentlemanly,and likable. They could 
haTe packed the theatre tor two more concerta. 

I am not ot t he opinion that a diplomat who 1s a taciat at heart 
neceaaarily rerleota in Tiewa ot his GoTernment tor I waa cured 
or that delusion in Spain. But I am not entirely happy about the 
South American line up here,coDTinoed aa I am that the Argentinian 
and the BoliTian are pronounoedly pro-nazl ,and not unmlndtul or 

the tact that the Brasilien is Tery ohum=r with the German,Itelian 
and Spaniah embaaalea and not at all ao with the British. The 



Perunan and Columbian are all woo• and a yard wide ,The Mexioan 

is the mos t m1l1 tan t on our a1 de , 

The tilm "Parson Hall" will be shown the tirst ot August, We got 

a olear reYereal 1n that oase ,but it was so embarassing I think 

to the Intendente that he aeked tor a space., ot time so as 

to saTe his raoe to soma extent, 

The preae here remains nine tenths with ua,excapting or course 

the two papers financed by the German Embaasy which a re known 

..s 
as propogandiat organic .. aubeidized , 

With warmest regards, 

Bon,Frankl1n D,Roose.elt 
The Wh1 te Houee. 



Santiego,July 2&,1~ 

Dear~ President:-
! am inclo«Lng aa ot poaaible intereet a copy 

ot a letter to Welle• coYaring eama mattere or an orti cial and 

political character. I haYa but one copy or the little Nazi 

booklet baing circulated by the Nazi Fitth Columniets hara,con-

taining one ot the artiolee or General Hugh Johnson. But I h&Ya 

no doubt that Wallee will ehow it to you • 

Apropos the Black Liet- -which we haYe not yet orrioially receiTed 

--the caaa ot the German Minister to BoliTia ,the f ollowing or th~ 

United Stat .. regarding exports ,Hoeeatti ia playing with us 

moat aatiatactorily . He is by odd• the moat triandly Foreign 

Uniatar in my time here aDd unquaeti onably the ableet and moat 

brilliant • We lllU8 t not bold againet him things that happened 

d~ing the mildly pro-Nazi recilllll ot his predaceeaor. Pleaea 

remember , too, that I made my opinion or that pradcceeeor Tary 

clear at the time he wae in, I think Roeeetti kae been greatly 

embareased in hie plane u to the Coneul i n Valparaieo by the 

discOTery ot acme dicker entered into by his predecessor which 

the Germane are threatening to expose .Bowner I am informed 

today that Barandon ie leeTing Chile next weak. I haYe a reeling 

that Roeeett1 hae bee in complete eympathy wi tb our position on 

this Conaul trCI!I the beginning ,aDd that he baa handled a yary 

I 



deli cate situation with consi derable ability .Unleea something 

else de~elope indicating a chant• in him,I know it ie to our 

interest that be remain in 88 long 8e poeeible. Last night I 

aaw him at a dinner at t he British Embassy whare be seemed most 

comfortable i n a pro-ally atmoapllere ,only the Br1 tiab and 

tha Polish ~ster a~ mY88lt being there. 

l:!on .Franklin D.Rooan elt 
The White House . 

Sincerely~ ~__,~~ 

-e-. '•. ~ ~- ~ -



EMBASSY OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AM~ICA 

Santiago, J ul7 26, 1941 

Dear Mr. Wellea: 

I am enoloaing herewith an article b7 General Hugb 
Johnson whi ch 1a publ1ehed by the Nazis ~ere and dietributed 
as Nazi propaganda. It is altogether illuainat ing . You 
m&7 wieh to shov it t o th~ Preeident. 

I hope you ,111 not be d1eturbed should you eee 1n the 
papere thn t the Germon Hinieter to Bolivia wbo wae in Antota­
gneta has come to Ba ntiaco. He can get out or the oountrr 
aore epeedil7 b7 coming here and f lying hence to Bueno• Airel. 
Th~r~ is eceroP17 no other wa7 unless he rema1ns indefinitely 
i n Antofagasta until he oan get a boat !or Japan or Otraanr. 
We heve eo many unofficial reporters t hat I take this meane 
or ant1c1pat1ng some sensational etory. 

Roasett 1 thua ta~aa played v1t~e completely or a s 
completely es possible. It 11 distinct ly unta1r to hio to 
hold him reaponeible tor t he Coneul at Valparaiso. I know 
he wi shed to throw hi m out at onoe. I know he 1e greatly 
eabarraased or hae been ever e1noe he oame l n . I euapeot that 
hie embarrassment oomea from the d1sco•ery that hit pro-Nazi 
predeoeaaor entered into a dicker involvi ng the Ooneul in the 
PRIWALL aatter . Most ot t h e vioioua thi ngs done wert crowded 
into the brier regi me or Alaaoe . I auepeot that the G&rllllna 
bave threateaod to &xpoae the agreement. 

I bave had a l ons cont &renoe ~ith Selazar, Ford and 
lf1loox or l he Electric Com~ny. They are pr eeenting the Min1eter 
ot t be I nterior ~1th their yropoai tion on Monday. It ia thought 
beet that I do not eee anr one 1n the Government until after 
thi a preaentat i on and I have been informed o! the r eaction. I 
ahall work 1n cooperation wit h theae men and in accordance with 
their idea• or pr ocedure unleaa otherw1ee 1natruoted. They 
do not think that the Miniater ot the Interior is at all tn 
sympathy with t he plan propoaed to them. 

I intend to eee and t alk r ra.nkly with both the Pre1ident 
and Rouett1 earlr next weelr. concerning mattere i nvolving conti ­
nental det&na~ t hat are oaue1ng ue eome concern. 

I am eending b7 thia pouch a deapatoh pr epared by Flexer 
concer ning 

The Honorable 
Suaner Well n, 

Under Secretary or State 
Vaeh1ngton, D.O. 



concerning the Condor planea, from which it appears that the 
contract entered into long ago does not Axptre unt il 1942, and 
that no new arrangements with t he Government here is neceasary. 
I assume of cours~ that the same matter has been taken up with 
Argentina which is quite ae much involved as Chile in thia 
service, between Chile and Ar gent ina. 

Our friend Le1eewitz of the German Emba ssy advertised as 
going to Guatemala has been wined anc dined by the Totalitariane 
and with our myet ~r1ous friend Cruchaga prewi ding at a dinner. 
He has Just announced at the Tur kish bath, our source ot 
information , that t h ie che nge he s bePn cancell ed and t hat he is 
to r emain in Chi l e. It ie r ether droll. 

I am embarraaaed by the fact that a f amous Yugosl av s inger 
who has been appearing regularl y at all func tions o f t he Allies 
here and who wishes t o go to t he United St ates to appear before 
Yugoslav gatherings and help i n arousinr, h i s peo~le in t he Unite 
States has not bo~n given a visa. Thi s embarrassment comea 
from the faot t hat the Yugoslnv Minist ~r , by long odds t he moat 
active and effici~nt di pl oma t among the Alli~ s here , and who is 
out beatcheck on the Germ~ns , because his peopl e here are very 
numer ous and ae pro sperous as the Germans here, i s beggi nr me 
t o permit h i m t o go . Rich Yugosl a vs hP- r P a re ~illing to back 
him fins ncially. But the ¥ i nist er t ells me that he i s embarrass 
ed among his own p~oule by the t act that he "does not have 
enough influence to get a viea f or a well-known Yugo slav 
arti st". Flexer ~ticks to t he genernl rules and does not con­
aider the pclltical phase which I have to consider. Is th~re 
no way in w~1ch this can be arranged. I know the s inger - he 
is most exoell~ht, and i nt ensely anti-Nazi. But my concern is 
about the Minict Pr who hss or ganized h i e ver y l a r ge colonies 
1n Chile , Bolivia end Peru as no other colonies among t he Allies 
are organ i zed. Rot even the British better. 

With warmest per sonPl r egards, 

Sincere l y your s , 



• 

~Y dear Mr . President: 

DEPARTM ENT OF STATE 
WASH IN GTO N 

J uly 30 . 19-11 

I have received your memorandum of July 23 , 1941 

enclosing a lett er of July 14 which you ha ve received 

from Ambassador .Bowers in Santi ago , Chile. 

In r espons e to your request , I am enclosing a 

draft of a a.tggested reply to Ambassador Bowers f or 

your cons idera tion si gnat ure if you approve. 

Enclosure: 

Draft reply. 

Tbe President, 

Tbe White House, 



COPY 

THE \'lHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

Dear Claude : 

I agr ee with the suggestion made in your l etter 
of July 14 to the effect that the presence of 
Mayor LaGuardia at the forthcoming Inter-American 
Conference of Municipalities at Santiago would be 
most helpful . I do not know whether h e can be spared 
for the length of time necessary to make the tri p . 

With regard to your reference to the telegram 
sent by t he President of Chile to Hitler on May 1, 
I do not know whether any of the other American 
republics sent telegrams of t hi s nature. I do know 
that the one sent from Santiago was given grea t 
prominence in the press . 

It is most encouraging to me t o learn of your 
continu ed good opinion of the attitude of the new 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senor Rossetti . I need 
not tell you that the events of the corning months give 
every promise of providing many opportunities for him 
to demons t rat e his fundamental attitude toward world 
events . 

With kindest personal regards, 

Very sincerely yours, 

The Honorable 
Claude G. Bowers, 

Amer ican Ambassador, 
Santiago. 



r 

Santiago , J'uly a, I94I 

Dear Mr Preaident :-
The all-American Congreaa or municipalities 

ia to meet in Santia~o ,Gd a special ,urgent request hu been made 

ot me that we be wsll repruented and especially that La Guardia 

come if only tor one day to preaide OTer t he moat important seaaion, 

I have written La Guardia personally and also Welles. I do hope 

that .Le. Guardia can manage thia. It would be a heaTY puncll t or us 

It you can u.ee GY preesure on him I wouldM: appreci a te it. 

L_! note with s~ mystifi cation your reference to the telegram 

eent by Aguerre Cerda to Hitler on the national holiday of Carmany. 

I telegraphed the Department at the time that it wae no more thG 

a perfunctory procoool meaaage ,worded just as such measages are 

On r aceiTing your letter I eent tor the telegrams sent by the 

Presidea• llere to you and t o Hitler ,and I f i nd the one to you goes 

beyond protocol and is tar warmer in tone. Since Ollila and Germany 

maintain di plomatic relations the Preaident could scarcely have 

acted other than aa lle did • The telegram to Hitler f ollows: 

"The Gov rnment and people ot Ollila send to your Excellency , 
through me,their cord.ial greeting• or congratulation on the oocat 
eion or your national hol1487 which your great country celebrates today.It ia particularly pleaaing tor me to f ormulate on this oc­
caaion ,my beat wiahea tor the personal welfare ot Your Excellency" 

The telegram to you tollowa: 
"rleaee accapt,your Excellency,on this anniTeraary ot pleasant com­
memora tion , the cordial AND .A!'FECTIONATE meaea~e ot greeting 



• 

,which tb.e Conrrunent and people ot Chile eend through me to 'Yo\U' 
Excellency and t o that l!'reat sister nation ,aa well aa 1/Y '>..-osr 
FERVENT wishes t or t he prosperity ot the Uni ted Sta tea and the wel­
tare ot its worthy President~. 

It seems to me that Aguerre Cerda. preference etanda out l ike a 

pile statt ,and that t here muet be too much i mportance attached i n 

Waahington t o the t elegram to Hitler, Did not all other Sout h Amer-

ican countries send eimilar mesaagea? 

On the two other pointe you mention I entirely agree--the r eturn ot 

t he Oerman co118ul in Valparaiao and t he ceremonies on the taking 

oYer at the Oermen training ehip, But that wu all duri ng the abort 

r egime in the Foreign Ottioe ot Alamoa,a cheap opportuni st politi­

cien ,under the complete domination ot that other chea~~portuniet 
pollUcien,~cela Jlora, t llen llinieter ot Finance ,and I had written 

Well•• ot my laolt or oontidence i n theae two men.I think Cermen 

intl uence predominant in tbe Foreign Ottice at that time, Alamos 

had no concePtion ot aigniticance or what lle did . Re and ~tore are 

both tradera &Dd t hey no d ou~t tbougllt it waa a great tri umph to 

~ that trainiag akip, I am perauaded becauae or t he attitude ot 

Roaaetti
1and Ilia reticence on certain pointa

1 
that he baa r ound 

that the return ot the 0el'lll8ll ooneul. to Valparaieo wu one ot the 

conditione tor the giYing OYer ot the ahip, That is juat my gueae, 

I t hink it a good one, Roaaetti went after that coneul within 

t hree boura atter I apoke t o him. I aaw him at tiYe and lle aent 

..-t t or the German Ambaeaador at eight .He atterwarde told me the 

re ply or the German Ambaeeador whicll I aent you --that t~amoe had 



agreed that the c:onau.l coUld stay until the middle ot August and 
Rossetti ,momentarily ohecked ,~de an inTestieation ,demanded a 
written statement trom Alamoa who replied that the Ambassador had 
lied and that the consul waa allowed back "tor a taw days" to 
arrange about mOTing hie family • Since than Rossetti hae eontronted 
Von Schoen with thia atatement and Tery emphatically ordered that 
the consul leaTe, I underatand he will go. A~ impreaaion 1a that 
Rosaetti waa asked a taw days more to arrange tor the consuls 
tranater ,and 1 t aeema Pareguay haa been aaked to accept him a a 
I.J.niater. The Foreign l:iniater ther e apolte to our ).!J.niater there 
and aaid that eince Chile had "exonerated" the consul it woUld be 
difficult to retuaa to r eceiTe hia. I immediately aaked Roaaetti 
point blank and he re~lied with emphaaia that Chile had "not 
exonerated or torg1TeR "the conau.la orime ;that it aha had there 
would be no occaeion tor ordering him out the second time, 

There ia no doubt that there are here and ther e pro-German• 
in public atation here. Vegara,the Intendente here,unqueationably 
ia ODe .In the ~niatry betore the recent r eor@anisation there were 
t wo or three I did not truat with rea. on , but theae haTe been 
di aplaoed by new mtD in whak I do haTe contidene • But it ia clear 
to me that the GoTernment hare doea tear the Oerm&na i n Chile and 
1a Tery aiiJd.oua to preTent any coateat it pouible end t hat t or 
that r eaaon it oocaaionally mexea conceaaiona on minor things • 

~eneral Xecu4ero,certainlY our great friend ,talked Tery 
freely to me ot the danger and ot hia deaire to get certain war 



a.terial to meet t hat danger by rorce when neceasary ,He laid .e0111e 

atreaa on some tanka t or atree t fi ghting and tor keeping t he hiskt 

waya open t or ua i n accordance with Ch1le 1a pledge .I got the 1m-

preaeion that there ia a diapoaition to hold orr until t he ·~ i • 

raaey to meet any contingency. 

In a talk with Aguerre Oer ta I got the aame impressi on ,Howe•e r I 

underatlllld ac.. old tanka UTe now been pro'f'idad &nd mey be on thetr .. ,.. 
I tAiak Waslll.agtOll may not realize tlLat the CAile&Jla ar e confronted 

by a greater t~at t kan any other South ~rioan country because 

ot the large and proaperOila Ce~ pOplllatto• .I Jaote that the 

occaeioaal 8&ther1ag ot the olaaa trom OTer Soutk America are keld 

in CAile ;that tlae Gel'llllllll wielltng to lea•e Columbia want t o come 

t laat tke .oat dangeroua men in Germenya diplomatic oorpa in south 

AM:rioa are atationed llere • In Brazil ·there 11 a l arge German 

populatio• but not eo great in proportion to the entire population 

u here ;lllld here there han bean more marri agea or 0el'ID8lla all4 

Chile•• ,and a greater apree4, throughout tha country , 

BecauN ot all thh ~here 11147 be a Ollie t1m1di t7 wllioll 11 unfortunate 

but 1111deretandable to any 0118 oa the ground .I th11llt there will be 

a atitteniag ot the GOTei'DI2ant wllan it geta the tanka a nd aome tiber 

aney •tarial which come a UJider our r ecent agreement. 
Witk war.aat regarda, 

Si ncerely 
Hon,,r&Dklin D. Rooaa.alt 
Tlaa WA! h Houae,WaekiagtOll. UAu~~ 



Santiago,July 3I,I9~I 

Dear Mr President:-
! have just had an hours conversation with Rossetti 

in which I tried to impress him with the thought that wild plane con-

cerni.ng the Electric Company here would not be much of e contribution to 

continental understanding since any contest would be played up by our 

common enemies to the disadvantage ot both , He said he understood it 

and could be depended upon to prevent any plan being submitted that would 

"' cause your; Government any e mbe asement . It remains to be sean. 

~have seen so many denials by Ministers here of t he existence or a 

Fifth Column and a Nazi menace t .ha t I told Roaaeatti fsuumed these 

were merly tor the public since it they represent the real views ot the 

Chilean Government I would consider it most alarming. He said that 

ot course there is a Fifth Column and a Nazi menace ;that within the lest 

tan days the secret agents here of the Government have been tripled;thet 

most are working in the ~outh .But he said t he Government felt secure in 

ita capeci ty to put down any attempt ;that General Herrera has e meagre 

folloWing and bee been discredited; that the names of ell suspects are 

known and their every move checked ;that t he Government has a bsolute 

faith in the Army. But he said it wee not thought wise to stir up 

controversy by mere press polemics • 

Be told me with evident pride ot the drastic treatment accorded the 

former German Minister in Bolivia . I have written Wallee the details . 



Nothing cerbinl)' could haTe been more drutic or decieiTe,Tbe !.:inister 

sai ls today trom Ve~paraiso in a Japanese boat, 

The Consul there alao leeTaa this wesk,and Rosset t ie gaTe me the 1m-

pression that be is going to Clel'I:IIYY• Tbh can be obeoked. 

I asked him wby the delay in replying to our more than generous propos! -

tion regarding armament. I a&id I wondered it some thought there might 

be a "catch some here". He smilingly adm1 tted that three or tour Senators 

did and that while the GoTernment did not ,be waa drawing up three formulas 

which do not in any sense alter our propoaal but any one ot which may 

satiatt the aenatorial sceptioa. These be will submit at once ,and he hopes 

our reply OrfCboice will come speeaily so General Escudero may be sent by 

plene at once to Washington. oeer in mind that ~ossetti is a leading 

parliamentarian Who knows the congressional psychology and tbe art ot 

congressional management --an adYentage oTer all his predecessors. 

Tbe Black List bee stirred t he ani male end tJrooks , t he Commercial Attache is I J 

t orced throughout the dey and days to giTe fifteen minutes only to each 

on the list tbet calla. It b.u bad a tine effect. But this morning 

Gaaitua,tormer Counsellor ot the Embeaey in Waehington,wbo bee been attached 

to Rossetti as edTisor on American affaire called on me thio metRing , 

saying hie mieeion wae pereonal and unottioial,but t hat he came trom 

Roeaetti, He eaked more details about the Black List and aeid that preseure 

is being brought on the ~nister by the men on the 118):-or some ot them. 

I aaeured him that there waa eTidenoe on which to base action in each case; 

tha t we do not i ntend that anti- Americana and pro- nazi e shall use money 



ada i n lmerionn t rnde and through .imerioen agenoiea to tina.noe pr~a.nda 
egainat ua;that this otters a tine oppor tunity tor Chilean busi ness men 
to fill i n the gap ;that we will be ~lad t o inform Rossetti personally 
r egardi ng any i ndi't'idual oaae he cannot keep f rom bringing t o our 
attention quietly; thet it i n a ny ceae an injustice has been done it wil l 
be remedied ;a.nd that should the count ry be seriously atteoted i n some 
inatanc~there would be a political c onsiderntion that would not be i gnored I 
He seemed sati s tied. Rossetti has said that we acted within our rights and 
he pretera not t o say a word . 

I am ha't'ing Rosaetti ,Pedegral and Schnake to a s t ag lunch at my house on 
l ondey t o make a Bur't'ey or ell outsta.nding matters between the two coun-
tries and I hope to be able to r eport t heir r eactions on e't'erything. 

Apropos t he Prelidents perfunctory telegram t o Hitler , it may not be wi t h 
out significance that when the Ygoela't'a had a conTent ion ,a war oon't'ention 
here,laet week the President sent a 't'ery cordial telegram which was r ead 
a.nd published • 

Ca:~~i tua said tha t t ha Bleck List bring~ the economic war t o Chile a.nd 
emberasees ita "neutrality" . I tOl d him that ot course he knew the world 
i s engaged in a tintah tight between totalitari ani sm and democracy and . the t no nation can be truly neutral, Re agreed to t his. But he added t hat 
the nazi s might be i mPelled by their desperation to try a coup ,and that 
t or t his ,a reason it is hoped tha t spe.Jy action can aoon be mad e on the 
emergency detenoe material stipulated by Es cudero • We hear goasip enout 
this coup--as ws hll't'e heard goni p tor many months . But I han heard 



that a01111th1ng may be tried in July or Auguat - pr obabl y .l.uguat, In thb 

connection it may not be without aignificance that Bernndon tried to 

atay here until "the middle of Auguat"--eccording to an alleged promise~ 

by the German Ambaaaador by Alamoa1wbich Alamos deniea.And when the 

German ~nister f rom Doli•ia waa here he plead to atay twenty daya--which 

would bring hill! to the middle of .A.uguat. 

The Senator Clark apeech ia being uaed by the nazi papers or courae, But 

The Under Secretary of Foreign Attaira aeid to the preaa that Chile waa 

not interested aince it waa the opinion or an indi•i4ual.Your c~nt and 
I 

Wellea he•e both been played up prominently in t he preae, There bas bean 

no editorial outside a n.uzi paper • 

So glad England b.aa been weaned away rrom its stubborn fallacy the t 

Franco oan be appeaeed. There are i ndi cat ion• hare that the C.rmans era 

peasing the bulk of the present pr opoganda on to the Francoaiata, I ba•e 

no contidenee in aneral of the South Juner1can diplomate here. Two are 

unqaeationably pro-aazi a t heart and one or theae quite brazen-- the 

Argentin1an,Anotber aeema at heart ao,tor neTer -onoe in many talks~ haa 

he uttered a aingle pro-democrat i c ,pro-slli ed erpreaaion ana he pl aya with 

the Spsnhh ll:mbeaay and tbat group--that the Br azilian. The Per u.ian and 

the ' Col1.1111bian are all rig)lt but t hey aay nothing and carefully r et'rein 

rrom abowing their colora. I hope they do not reflect their CoTernmenta . 

t on,J'ranklin D.Rooenelt 
The lhi te House • . . 

With warmest r egarda, 
Sincere~ a __ ~~ 

~~· f, "" ~ V"''l7 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
W ASHINGT O N 

September J, 1941. 

MJKORANiml J'OR 

Tfm UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

POR PREPABA'l'lOH OF UPLY 
POR MY SIGRATURB. 

F. D. R. 

Letter t o u e Presi dent, dated August 28 , 1941 , from Ambassador Bowers, enclosing copy of letter which he wrot e t o Under Secretary Welles under da t e of August 27t h . 
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Doer t'.r President: -

Santiago ,Soptomber 3 ,I94I 

I am inclosing e letter to Welles concerning 
mattere that c.ay be ot interest to you ,particularly in r egard to th 
Bl eck Li st and t ho pet rolium problam. 

Since writins t he letter10eneral Escudero ,head or t he Army here/ 
came to my house by appointment this afternoon to satisty htoselt 
regarding a rumor,purely propoganda here , t hat we are dissatisfied 
with Rossetti and Pedegral. He i s anxious over tho del ay sb6ut tho 
war materisl ,and he ascribes it to certain me~bors or Congress who 
he thinks are Nazi s or Fifth COl umnists . He told me that he is now 
goill8 over some papers arrecti.ng thEl activities or tho Corman Embassy 
here which he ssye indicate a spreading or propaganda in the Army 

which he says will be stopped . But he says he will stnke his soul on 
t he loyalty or all the older and middle aged officers ,hol ding all 
the icportant poste ,s nd he says that after his visit in Beunos Aires 
be is convinced th.o.t tho army threat is far greater in Argentine t han 
here .Unquestionably ho and the higher ott'ioers are absolutely on 
our side . Thsee Chileans h!lve e queer psyoi'Ology. They publicly eoout 
~ tho idea that there i s a Nazi mena ce bore ,and privately tell me 
ell about the menace ;and while they do nothina dramatic about it,it 
appears that they are really on their toes in lookill8 after it. 



I a:: afraid that our onool.es will do oll l.n their power throush tho 
cOot unoorupulouo methode to sot Roaaetti out or ottiee ,and boeauca 
,oore than any othora ,he boa atood out openly as friendly to us. 

I...atn to eeo the President tomorrow and rether dread it , 
eince another American ecr1be ,Dr Herring ,hoa just publ ished a book 
witt many historical errors ,but,wbat is woroe eaye ot the Presidont: 

" f!e 1s a petulOJlt mn and tho Conoervativeo call hil:! e. traitor 

to his cloaa" . 

:ty Ood oan 't we muator a whol e army of patriotic American writere to 
.,. •. .ieee «1!0 descend on Chile en caeae and epraad those ~~ to tho Presi dent ? 

It aeons ao f oolish to do it in driba . Tho word • tro itor" i s not 
n1co , but tho word •petulant" as understood 1n Sponieh maane a man who 
t hinks he knowa everything. I en aetonishod at li rring. 

•. on.Franlclin D.Roosevolt 
: he Wh1 to :iouae 

'.71th wamest roga1•da , 
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Santiago, Bepteaber 4, 1941 

Dear Mr. Wellee: 

It 11&7 1ntereet r ou to ltnov that when I pr11ented 
Roeeett1 v1th a aeaorandum on rour oon~ereat1on v1th M1ohele 
he eeeaed more pleaeed than anq•Jed, and la~gh1ngl7 ant1o1-
pate4 •• with the etatement that be knew vhf I had ooae 
and that Kiohpll aad 11nt him the eubetanoe or the inteniev 
vit~ rou. I haYe a feeling that Roee~tti hae been trJ1ng 
to hold back the otbere, inolud1ng Pedregal and 0leYarr1a, 
in the orueade ot 1 get all rou oan1 fro• the United Btatee 
and that felt th1e would etrengthen hie banda. 

Be told ae that the next night at a banquet gi•en the 
foraer Preeident of Panaaa hevould uke a epeeoh that would 
be 1 bal1o and hndaaental1 • I han went the epeeoh in full 
b7 th11 pouoh and han telegraphed the outetand1ng paragraph. 
It wae b7 odde the etrongeet public deoleration of the 
exietence of a diet1not underetanding aaong the American 
Republ1ce ablt hae ret bee~aade b7 anr ~o•ernaent otfio1al. 
It val eo coneidered b7 other American d1plom&te preeent, 
aoet of wh~• Vftre pleaeed. Onl7 Greo1e, the Brazilian, 
wae a1 ueual rather cool toward it. 

After the dinner I talked with Roeeetti a aoaent and 
be ea1d with great earneetneee: 1 You auet help me out on 
t hie copper matter•. I interpreted that to mean that he 
realise• that the Go~ernment ie out on a l1ab becauee ot the 
introduction ot the copper tax bill; that he il eeeking a 
war out without inJuring too auoh the preet ige ot the ~Yern­
ment politicallJ. 

It ie ar idea to euggeet that einoe the propoeed increaee 
in the prioe of copper and the propoeal of the Metal Reeene 
to take oYer all the a1neral produote of Chile tor a period, 
both came atter the preeentat1on ot the bill, that 1t .. , 
be withdrawn on the ground that laproYeaent in the copper 
e1tuation bad been aohieYed v1thout the b111. 

I think ve ebould do vbat ve oan to help Roeeetti 
along thil line tor he hal beoo .. 10 pro-AIIerioan that there 

il 

The Honorable 
sumner Wellee, 

Under 8eoretarr or State, 
Waehington, D.C. 
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' i1 a 1ubt1rranean aoYeaent aaoQ8 eo•• politio&nl to get b1a out; and I cannot oonoliYI or a eubetitute t or hia tba~ would not be 1111 l&tilt&otorr t o ua. 

II 

Your 1nterv1ew with Michele baa bad a ao1t l&lutarr lAd iamediate etteot. Barro1-Jarpa, toraar Foreign M1niater and head or the Aaerioan Cultural Inlt1tute, expre1ead hl .. elt a1 1amen1ely pleas ed when I talked with bia at the ban~uet. Be aa1d eoaetb1ng or tbe 1ort wae neoe1eary, einoe the Chi lean• auet be aade to under1t1Ad thd there 11 a l1a1t 1n their dealinge with u1. 

fbi M1nilter hialelt clearly under1tande that the copper tu will be inJurioUI to Chlle and 11 ueltlQ8 a way out . 
Molt e1gnitloant il the change on the part ot Pedragal and Ol&Yarr1a 1n the .. tter or the neotrio Coapanr. t.1t night at a oooltta11 I g&YI our new Ar!l>' ud laYJ Mn, Salazar aDd Ford told •• 1oaeth1ng ot their la1t aeeting ye1terday with the•• Mini1ter1. It 1eea1 they baYI 1norea1ed the pr1oe propowed to t50, 000,000.00. Th11 to be 1pread oYer eeyeral reara. fhe negotiation• are gett1Q8 down to bedroolt aad tna Mini1tere are 1ntinitelr aore raaeonable in IYirf way. 
I helitate to erpraee an opinion Juet yet but I haYe a teel1ng that the Ooapany 1 e negotiator& ehould be oaretul at th11 Junctura to be enn aore oono111atorr, anlf::X am a bit atra1d that the change in the Goyernaent '• epirit aay pereuade them to beooae more haught7, which, 1n •1 opinion, would be a a11ta.lte. fhle a&J not be Juat1tied b7 tbe raalit1u. I .. de•or1b1ng a 1 hunob" . 

Ill 

rwo report• or a d11turb1ng nature han been brought to •• regard!Ag the attltade ot the Britilh Eaba117 regarding the Blaolt Lilt and pat~~eleua1 and regarding the attitude toward the Rightilt oppoe1tion. A• to the latter, Sir Obarle• Orde, the Br1tilh Aaball4dor, had erpre•eed a deeire to tallt with ae. Rie idea 1eeaed to be that we lhould a1eiduou1l7 •oultiYate• the Oppolition. 

I oalled on hla 711terday and round h1a 1n bid 11olt. I told hla I t hought we 1hould oultiYate all public men, regard­len or partie• and or Right11t• or LeffliTa, who are triend17 or not hoatile, but that thie oult iYation ehould be with 1ndiYiduala, regardle1e or part7, and not or partile or groupa. I told hla or •1 exo1llent relation• with oon1piouou1 leadere ot Con•ervat1YII and Liberal• who are triendlJ. &ut I laid 
that 
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that the oultiT&tion or t he R1ghtiat Oppoai tion, aa an Oppoai­
t1on, di d not aeea deairable to ••· I n raot aa TerJ dangeroua. 
I alao told him that whlle I di d not look on the Conaar.atiTea 
and L1berale, ae partiea, hoetile that it there ia a Fi!th 
Coluan here ita aembera are largei1 oontined to indiTiduala 
in the R1ghtiet Oppoaition. 

fll11 brought up the aatter or 1.\ DD'IIIIU., whioh 11 
!1nanoed b7 the Br1tiah and i n part b7 our copper people 
here, Roraoe Grahaa and coner. I haTe had to t ab up wHh 
the Britiah laTeral t1aee naat1 attaokl on ue, on our charg­
ing or Panaaa tolle aoaetLae ago, and withi n the laat tan 
d&Ja, at taoke on ua on copper. I told Orde that it theae 
attaoke continued I oertai nl7 would &dTiae our people t o 
diaoontinue the !inano1ng . Be expreaaed regret about t he 
aot1.on or 1.\ DD'EliiU. and eaid hi a people will talk with the 
paper ag&1n. 

I a lae told hia I t hink it exoer d1ngl1 bad taotioa t or 
LA DD'EliiSA at tb1a t1ae to oont1nu. ita bitter atteoke on 
the SoTiet Onion; that t he paper a&J continue to hold ita 
Tieva on Coaauniaa but that now w1th Brit1ah and Aaer1can 
aU1t&!7 aiaei one i n Moaoow and with the Ruaa1an areiee uk\ng 
a t reaendoua contribution to our nauae, it eeeaa atupid to ae 
t or ua to at t ack t hea; that there la enough to attack 1n the 
Kaaia; and that thie ie not t he t1ae to diT1de ouraal Tea. 

Be undertook to 1&1 that 1t probahl7 1a all right tor the 
paper to attack the local Coamun1at partT, with wh1oh I dia­
agreed. 

The contidentlal truth 11, aa I baTe 1ntla&ted before, 
the Britlah EabaaaT peraonnel here ia ot the old Ch&aberla1n 
appeaaer group, gone "h&TW1re" on co .. uniata and tTen on 
Popular Front goTernaenta and tTen on liberala. Richard All en, 
the Firat Seore t &rJ, who appear• to haTe much 1nrluenoe vith 
0rde, 11 aoat r eaction&rT and t i ae and again baa epoken rather 
oontemptuoualT about 0 deaooraoT' · Ria oloaeat g1rl friend 
1a thought to be a Gem an •PT· Happily A.llenia t o be trana­
tarred i n December. We all agree t hat be ia exceptional 
onlT 1n conceit. 0rde ia a nioa ~. ill, and without roroe. 

'.then our uerloana Joined 1n the !1nano1ng ot 1.\ DD'DISA 
l t waa with the dietlnot atipulat1on that it ebould at&T 
out or Chilean doaeatio politioa. fha t rut h &lao ia that 
the axtreaa Aight iat a are people Who like to t hlnk ot thaa­
aelTee ae l1nked with Europe and not wlth ua, and in taot 
are ant1-uerioan. 'fheT NT be pro-ll:nglllh, thaT are anti­
United Stataa. 
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IV 

I told 81r Oharlee that W P haTe been 1ntoraed in oil 
o1rolee that Shell na. been authori'ld troa London to die­
regard the Blaok Lilt and to cont inue to eell to any one 
who want• to buJ. I -• aaaaed to t1Dd that I got no real 
4en1&1. Ill Q\lllt1oned the 1netruotiODa rro. London, but 
adaittld that the Eaaba117 hal in eenral inetano11 g1Ten 
perai111oa to Br1t ilh agent1 to eell to people on the Blaok 
L1et. II o1ted eo•• inetancee . 

Tha leet India Oil OoapanJ (Standard 011 (N.J.) ie the 
Bolding Oomp&AJ) people have talked vlth me about th11 
and haTe ea1d that they are at a lo11 ae to what to do; 
that 1t the Britleh eell and the¥ r etuee, t he effect on 
their bu11ne11 after the war will be bad; and they aeemto 
t hink t hat the Br1t1ahhaTI thl• in a1nd. 

I woul d l1lt1 to haTe a clear definition or our stand 
here that I a&J pae1 1t on t o HUmpatone, President or the 
Weat Ind1a 011 Company. 

With vana regard•, 

Claude G. Bowere 



Ky dear Kr. President: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASH I NGTON 

September 4, 19 41 

I ba•e received your aemoranda of August 21 and 
25, 1941 eooloatng letters of August 11 and 15 whi ch 

you ha•e received from Alllbaaaador Bowers 1n Santiago, 
Chile. 

In accordance with your request, I aa enclosing 
a draft of a suggested reply to the Aabaasador for 

your cone1derat1cn and etgnature if you appro••· 

J'a1tbtully yours, 

.ilncloaure: 

Draft of suggested reply 
to Aabaasador Bowers. 

The President, 

The Wblte House. 
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Dear Olaude: 

Please accept ~ thanks tor your l ett ers of Augus t 11 and 15, which I have read with int erest and pleasure. I am happy that Jo Davi deon has proven a capable representative and baa aided your already sati efaotory foot i ng with the Chilean 
oftioiale. 

There are unmistakable eigne i n ma.ny ot the Ameri can republics of a growing r e81. ization of the danger which t hr eatens our continent. It i e most heartening to me to know that you in Oh1le are play­ing a very acti ve part in st i mulat i ng this movement. I t woul d be mos t unfortunate if at t his time develop­mente in t h e copPer company problem and in the 
situation atf eoting the electric l i ght companies should be productive of fr iction i n our r elatione wi t h Chile. 

Very sinc erely yours, 

The Honorable 
Olaude G. Bower s, 

Amer ican Ambassador , 
Santiago. 



·. 

Santiago ,Auguat I 5 , I94I 

Dear W~ President: -

Jo Da~idson has made a sensational hit hare with 
his personality ,his wit and humor ,his Lati n ~er ,and the exquisite 
beauty and uncanny fidelity or his bus t of the President . I was with 
him at the first t wo sittings at the Monads .I had two hundr ed and fifty 
of t he Go~ernment, ArQy and Diplomatic Corps to a cocktail to sea t he 
bust at the Embassy ,An amusing incident a- the wire of t he French Uinis­
tar , the Vicbey one , baa never seen ~ tboueh I know her husband . She 
was standing before the bust with Jo and exuding enthusiasm. "You he~e 
done a wonderful thing",she twittared . "l~r.elous. Such a perfect r epre­
senta tion of the Ambassador" . "But" ,said Jo,"I am the Ambassador" . The 
lady took a look at hi s beard and cried - "oh" . Cave a dinner last night 
for Davidson with thirty two ,inoluding Cruehaga end Cruze Coke. It 
did not break up until after one . No one has dona as much to comtuta the 
Falangist propaganda that we ha~e no artistic or cultural lite in the 
St ates as x Da~idaon . 

But when the President went for the week end to Vina tor the l as t two 
sittings I coul~ not lee~a. It wee there that something was said tha t 
bas amzed me . Aguerre Cerda came in f or one ot the sittings clearl y 
primed and began by discuaeing the war and sayint t ha t hitler economi ­
call y i s on hi s lost legs and that now is the time for the South Ameri can 



Republica to make a peace proposal , ~t",exolaimed Jo,"to save Ri ~lers 

skin" , "Oh you are a reactiona ry" sa id the President , 

But there •aa •oree: be next referred to the Japanese -Chinese war and 
said the Japa should be given a free bend in China. "What" ,protested Jo , 
"end driTe ell American trade out of China" . 

But there was something •ores that was almost grotesque. The President 
sai d be could not get exoi ted about "these smell nations like Roumani a , 
Czeckoalovakia etc" . Jo r esisted the impulse to aek about Chile • 

That incident aetounde me. AI I •rote you before I have not bad the 
same implicit faith i n the President during the laet five •eeks or more 
but thi s conversation •ant beYond anything I had expected . I do not think 
he • ould have said any of this had I been present , 
I suspect the t A4!;uerr e Cerda i s being used by the Hazis wi tbout his 
suspecting it.I think be is a bit annoyed •ith me for bringing down right 
pressure to beer on his !.:iniatera on the t!azi menace ,and then I think 
his vanity bee been burt 

American ne•spaper men's 

by soq or the flippant collll!lents or . ortb 

articles at home •bich ha~me back here . 
I am quite sure that it i a Aguerra Cerda •ho ia behind the strange 
present attitude toward American business interests do•n hare ,ond I am 
persuaded that be has been inspired by Nazis - -again •ithout any sus picion 
on his part. 

However Hossatti is,gqi ng along wi th us satisfactorily ,and •• ere getting ......... .. • .: 
• 1 

aome reaulh ,end th~ heads or the ' Anqy ar• wH.ll us .. wbolly,end the meu 
of the people. Defore Ri tler d!'d a tlapolaon 

... 
in Ru .. i a when the communists 

I 
• ere • ith the Nazis there waa a real danger in case or en attempt at the 



coup . But now a l l t ho work i ng elasaea would be arrayed a ~sins t any nazi 

moYement • 

At my dinner last ni ght Cruchaga again sa i d that i n case we are inYol Yed 

in war Chile will taka ita stand beside us • He ha s s ai d as much t o a 

r eporter from tho Argen . in<• Cruze Coke ,now Senstor ,but idolized as a 

great huuani atrian physici an who has done marYel s tor the poor ,i s intensely 

pro- American ,Both ere ConsenatiYes • 

Rossetti told me this weak thst all sus pected people a r e literally s urround 

- ed by secret &Sents or the GOYernment a . d t hat every day it receiTes f ull 

reports on eTerythhng Cenere l Herrera doee, every one he sees, eTeryt hing he 

says on tbe telephone • I know thi s to be true by checking with our consul 

in Valparaiso. 

We are all cheering- -and yet trembling--oYer t he story or the conference 

in tho Atlantic • Trembling i n tbe realization t hat could a German submarine 

had a shot at you and Churchill i t would a. hsTe been rather terr ible in 

its coneequencea. 

Tomorrow I haTe seTersl hours in tho ceremony or acting as god r ather t or 

t he Swt•n Chilean twi ne ,Franklin RooseTelt and El eanor. No childs pl ay , 

being a god tsther here. Papers haTe l og stories about it• 

Hon.Franklin D.RooseTelt 
The White House . 
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Santiago ,August II,IQ'I 
Dear Mr Prasident:-

During the week I had Rosaetti ,A~nister of ~oreign 
Reletions,Pedegral,Minister of Finance and Sohnake,~nister of Fomento I 

/ to a pri~at8 luncheon at my house two days in suoceaaion and we went 
~ o~er all outstanding issues in some detail. I had Brooke withaee and 

we found the kiniatera in a reasonable and friendly state ot mind,and 
that we shall he~• no difficulties on nine tenths of the issues out-
standing ,I he~e written a report in same detail to Wellee .There is no 
doubt in my mind that unless we gi~e Chile a two cent a pound increase 
on copper ,Congress will pass a law here. The Ministers say that the 
demand or public opinion is as unanimous as the ~ote will be in Congress, 
They say that they ba~e been holding the Congress back in the hope that 
eome agreement can be made between tho two Go~ernmente ,but that unless 
eometbing is done within thirty daye ,Congress will initiate a bill 
without recoDmendation from this Co~ernment .This, they esy , the G~ern-
ment cannot arrord,since ite enemies would make the most or ita f ailure 
to act ,sa these enemies ar e doing now ;and t hey make the point that in 
t he t •~ant neither the United States nor the Ch.ilean Co~ernment would get 
tba credit . They add that the G~arnment for i ts own protection politics~ 
-ly will baTe to make a reoOIIIDSndation ~ ~ ~ 

1 

I 

Brooke and all of ue are oonTinoed that this is not preaeure nor bluff 
but a Tery realistic etstement of actual tecta , 



Tbe only other nut we were unable to creek is that or the Electr i c 

Company, I ea•e than our point or •iew ,--Chile certa inly has the r i ght· 

t o purchase the sys,tem prodded it h bought under the terma of the 

contract and the Calder cable~ ;that under t hese conditione the 

Company is willing t o sell 1but that in Tie• or t he financ ial pressure 

on all countries now it aeema unfortunate the t Chile should at this 

t ime undertake such a hasTY finan cial burden. Pe fegral r eplied that the 

Conrnment teele the t now ia tbe beat time since it has more dollars now 

than it will probably he•e tor yeara to come ,and that if a r easonable 

price is proposed it can ba handled. But it i s clea r that his i dee or a 

"reaaonable price" 1e impoeeible. Something waa eaid a bout t he possibility 

or Congress acting and authorizing erplo-tation beyond the terma of the 

contract. All I wee able to do was to make it impreaeiTe enough t ha t we 

are frowning on tbe pr opoei tion at thh tilDe . 

~ impression is that tbe Compeny ,if cooperatiTe, can help us head orr 

tbe taktg oTer or the Electri c Company . It i s wi lling to ~ sell the 

Traction Company ,probably at a loea , since it ia a a•d head ache. 

It it will make some concession rega rding the Power plant the Oo• ernment 

proposes t o build ,it is possible that the more eer i oua pr oject can be 

aide tracked. 

I ,under the pretence ot jocularity,roaated the ~niaters on their con­

' t ent i~eiatence on there being no J ittb Column or Oerman menace her e ,and 

Schnake wa1 plea1ed and joined i n the roa1tins. I had ten daye before 

put Ro~aetti on the witne•• etand on that topic and be had replied that 

tbe interTiewe complained or were t or public consumption and to g1•e the 



.. 
aubTeraiTe elements t el ae contidenoe ;tha t or course there is a Fitth 
Column and a Nazi menace;th8t the best eTidence tha t the CoYernment knows 
this is the t act that ten deys betora the bureau or investigation was I 
tribled and moat or the men sent l nto tbe South where the danger seems 
gree teet • Saturday night the CoYernment began action , breaki ng into 
Carman cluba,teking OTer papere,arresting Nazi leacera ,a nd this is not 
yet tinished aa a I write . The !.:iniater ot the Interior aaked the A.P. and 
tba U,P . t o play the story down tor Chilean papers t or a taw days because 
arrests are still being made ,but that they may send t he tull story out -
side the country, This seems r eaaonable enough to me. 
~propos the Presidents perfunctory telegram to Hitler ,it may not be *t 
wi thout signiticanoe t~t when the YugoslaTs held their congress bere--a 
war congress--the President,witbout any obli gation on his part , s ent a 
telegram or best wishes and congratulations . I am atraid that this was 
not sent to the United States. I note with some concern that you say the 
press at home gaTe much publicity to the nitler telegram. I have observed 
t or almost ei~ years that liberal , OTernments interested in the welfare 
ot the maaa are tree game tor the propogandiata . 
HaTe spent soma time with the Pr esi dent while Jo DaTidson i s working on 
hia buat ,now tinished ,and a beautiful thing. Jo says the best he has made 
on hi s trip

1 
because Aguerre Cerda baa .mors character and bumenity i n his 

race than the others. I am having. two hundred tota cocktail thia eTening 
to see the buat and day attar tomorrow night I am gidng a l arge dinner 
tor JO , He i s Tery tired and I am worried about his trip to La Paz because 
or the height and Jo 'a bum heart. 
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I may have wti tten you about the twins--Frankli n Roosevelt end ' l aenor. • 

I find that being a god t ather here ie SO~~G. The f amily called on 

Saturday , The wite ie Dutch ,married at ei ghteen,now twenty tour and t he 

mother ot tive children. Very pretty and nioe . At the Cathedral on 
I 

leaving I am expected to scat ter pennies to street gamins outside.! e;ive 
I 

a present to the mother and to each or the t wins. I then have about tifty 

or the party tor• my houa e ror I champegne and cake. Whoop..J.a, 

Sllllll:erlin came duri ng my luncheon engagements wi th the !.~nisters and when 

Jo Davidson was taking much ot my time but he had a tine time here with 

his old triends and I gave a l arge dinner party for hi m, 

Uora Lynoh,or fine fami l y here ,with a lite time in the iplomsti o service , 

- - and s t i ll a democrat--who was Counselor or the Chilean Embeesy in 1 adrid 

end ie now 1n Lisbon has published a l ittle book on his erperiencea during 
I 

the Spanish war .It is most ill umina ting t o many ,not t o me. He gives an 

amusing picture ot his ob.ief, the thoroughly crooked and Tlllgsr Nunez A:organn 

When Mora Lynoh returned to !r..adtd be t ound the Embasey packed with Franco 

Fitth Column.iats ,forty to a room, Morgano he round surrounded by ,b.e taoist 

nobili ty, basking i n the sunshine or their smiles .Lynch was not permitted to 

enter the room .Though he b.sd written all the despatches he wu not permit te 

to continue ,and t hi s task was taken over by the Spanish racists gueets who 

wrote the raporta tor the enlight enment oCAleaaandri , The coda work was 
J turned over to the Spanish waa .•• This wu typical or many embassies and 

legation. . I knew L:ora Lynoh well 

Hon.Frsnklin D.Roosevelt 
The White House. 

and liked b.1m. 
With warmest regsrds , 

Sinoer_,-;y A. - ~-~ rD 
IZ.I-. 1 • rL~~~ _.. -
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Mo. 1!5} aant1ago , &opt oaber 25, 1941 

lhabJrct 1 A t rank oon•ere tlon w1th tho Foro1;n ~1n1otor , 
Be~or lloooott1 

1'910l ' 'bCC!M'JD II" "" 

The Honorable 

B1r: 

fbe soor otar7 or State, 
lfllh1niJI>n, D. C. 

I hL Ye tho honor to repor t tha t on Septrabor 2} , 1941, I ool l o4 with Mr . Coo11 L7on , on s enor Roooott1 , t he M1n1otor tor Foro1t:n S. t tal ro tO lnqu1ro reaar41na 0 \IJ" roque•t ror a blanket pera1oo1on tor our ahl~• on patrol 1n th• Pao1 t1e to enter tho porte or Ant or-.aota and Valpart 1oo Wlthout p~•1ouo not 1oo ror t he purpooo o r tak1na on f uel and ouppl 1• • · He r eplied t hat t here lo no doubt about the granting or tho pare1oa1on on4 thot tho roqueo t had been oont to the M1n1oter or Kor1ne who aoto upon 1t, and t hat a repl7 ohould ooae a t an7 aoaont . 
But on tho oonolualon o r •1 oot\1&1 buo1neoa with him, 

Se~or Roooettl in41oot e4 a doa1 ro to talk, on4 tor aore than two houro h i kept •• v1th hla, end 41oouooed aanr .. t t•r • w1th hlo uouol rrentneoa, and o1noo ooae or thaae are .. ttoro t hat 1apreaa •• •• 1aportant , r aa r•port1na ln oone1deroble 4e ta l l . 

Ba•1nC repl i ed to t he queotion I calle4 uoon bla to a ok, be t1rot tol4 a e that tho reo1gnat1on or Seftor Ol&Tarr1&, Mln1ote r or t he Intorlor wlll not reeult ln on7 r •orsan1aa­
t1on 
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t1on ot tho Cab1Dot t hat v1ll excl1>4o hlaaolf u JUnUUr ot rore1gn Atta1ro , Softor Po4regal, M1n1ot er ot r .nanoa, vbo without part7 booking boo t bouabt to be ln d&ngor, or 8oftor ValdoT1noo , N1n1tter ot Detente. 

I aent1oned tho ruaort afloat t hat da7 that a coup d 'eta t ••• 1A conteopl .t1on tor an oarl7 da;, 1n•ol•1As porto ot tho Ara7 and he r ldlculod tho 14oa , a t klns lf I bad not beard ouc h ruaore oonetantly eter oince I caoe. Be t ppeare4 perrectl7 eorene. 

Ro tbtn broached the eubJect of the Coluabue Da7 oelebratlont, or the Da7 ot tho Race oolobra t 1ono at thof are cal l ed bore. No oa14 that he vlthet to g1•e orf1o1al e1s n1r1oanoo to tboto celebratlono and to exclude all turope~n nat1ono except Spain tor aan1toot reatono. Sot he vlohed t ho On1tod Btateo to take part on equel terat with tbe other Aaerl can nat1ono and d ttlrod •1 attendtnoe at the Cathedral. I aeoured hlm I wo uld attend. He alto ukt4 ae to epea.k at the toraal cereaonlee. He odd he t olt that the ann1teroary sat e a new opPortunity to eaphatl&o tho tolld&rlt7 or all the Aatrlcae, an4 t hat he thousht 1t laportant tha t the United Bt e tee thould be oontplououo on t hat aooo1111t, 

He then aald that the 8pan1oh Aabaooa4or, who ha4 planned 011 blo own to g lte a d inner for the d l ploaato or South and Central Aaerloa bad uko4 bl a lt be, t he rorolsn M1n1o tor, lntondod to lntlte •• to t he oereoon7 at tho Oathodral, an4 t hat he bad replied tbot he oerta lnl7 d14. At tblt, tha Aobaotador ta14 tha t under theta olrcuaetanooo he would lntlto aa to hla dinner. Roeoettl atkod 1! I woul4 aUend the dl.nner and I allured bla that under tha o1rcuoeta ncto 1 would a ttend. 

He vent on to 117 that 1n hlt oplnlcn we oball all do vbatotor we can to draw Spain aw17 troo the Axle; that t ho 8panloh people vera not ln OJapathJ vUh the Ma&l ldoa rt~ardlett ot t he attitude ot the Pronoo OoTornaont . I told blm that vo bate ectad on tbt t beor 7 t bat tho aate or t he Spanleh people a~ bott1lt to 7otal1tar1an1aa and oepoolal-17 to Ja&loo, but that UD!ortunatolJ botb rranoo and lufter por1o41eall7 aake opaeohao ln proloa or the Naa1t aa4 1e denunc1at1on or t ho On1te4 8ta t ee. At thlt Roooottl axpretted b1attlt a blt oont eap tuoutl7 ot the preaont 8pan1tb Oo•ernaent. 
Roaeott1 then atked ae o~ att itude toward ltal7. I t old hla that we hate a blsh ~gard ror the ltallan paoplo vboa VI thlnt the tlotlot Ot Kutt0lln1 1 t pollOJ but that tba I t a l i an OoTernaent oerta1nlt lt clotelt ali1e4 v1th tht Hitler goYtrnaent ln lto protent war to oxttr.lnate l1ba~7 aad 

doa~rac7 and or oouru our attitude toward the :aauaa Oonrn­aent 1t not d1to1a1lar to our attitude toward the Kl tlor OoYernsent. Rotoott1 then oa14 that an effort 11 ba~ns aodo to draw Ital7 aV&J from Rltlorj that be 1t 1nto~t4 or­t1o1allt tbrcush tbe Chilean d1oloaata ln Roae and at the Yat1ctn that t ho ro lt a powerful roaotlon asa1not the ooa­b1nat1on vltb Hitler, both ln the Aro7 and 1D the Ro7al 
taa1l7 
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taail7 , and t hat the Yat ioan it deeplJ interoe t ed i n t he aouaent to d iYOrce Ito.l7 fro• Hitler. Ke eaid t ba t Cb1la 1 t Aabattador a t t h• Vatican i t a clo t t portonal t r l tnd o.nd that be ge\t Yl rJ COO/i dtntlal rtportt froa h la . 
He t bon brouah t up t he eubJect o r t ho l uoharittio CoD­a re • • Ybl Oh lt \ 0 OOnYena hera ln MOYea bt r , tnd t a ld that there art r eaoont or iaporto.not wh¥ the Uni ted Stat• • t hould haYe a oont pi ououe repratentation. ! hl t, ba tald , bt oauta or t he kind ot prop&Janda utad aaa i nt t ut hera and t hrouchout Bout h Aaorica t o t he ot root t hat tht Uni~td Bta t et i t hottilt t o t he Ch~b and it a ' paean' n&tion . e t a l d t hat ho l o n r 7 anx i oue t bat an Aller i can Co.rdlnal and about th ree out­t tandi ft& Aatri oan Arohb1t hopo thould at t end end t hat bt it C01Di t O tend 1DVltatlOD& tO thea ln btbal! Of t he 0oYt ra.aD\. Vh•n he a tked who l n particular I would euagett , I • uagettt4 t he Arohbi thop ot New !or k and tol d hi a t hat he it a 10nd f riend of Prat i dent Rootava l t &n4 a l onctlae partonal t r l and o r t ho pre t ent Pope. He ta14 he vlthed to acrrang e t he oere­aonle t ln t uch a VBJ that • 7 own pretence woul d bt con t pl cu­out. Re t a i 4 t hat Chi le i t a Ca t b1l i c countr7 and th.t he h latelr io a Catholi c , an4 be t hou&ht that t horo coul d bt no b t tte r prope; andt tor ut here t han our proa1nenoe in t hh Concre ... 

Ko t hen t urned to the recent violt here ot t he Araentine Klni t t ar of Dett nto o.nd ba e-ve =• an outl i ne or tbo 4 ioouttiont here during blt Yit i t . Ke ta i 4 that 1n thooe oonrerenoet it wat agreed that the pl ant outlined l n the Kahana Conteronoa turnl thed autt l c1en t t~avork tor a coaplet o conti nen t a l detente and he tai d t hat t he Cbllt an Oo• ernetn t lntorae~ t ht Argentine Hl nl et er t ha t Chile l t ' prtp&r8d t o oarr7 out the acr a t a ent f o the t ulleot ext ent' . 
Be aa i d , eecond , t hat there vu a t u.ll d1ocuu1on ot the queet l ona lnvolvin; the Beacle Channel and t he Ant orot io whore thero han bean •1tunde r otand l.ng o between Araent1aa and Cbile and a cent ral acraoaent t hat thoro auat be • 11qDi­dot1on or t hete d i t t eranoe t and t he\ i t ia bolieTtd nov that t h i a oo.n be bro~gbt a bout b7 t he end or the J t &r. 
Af t er t hat lo acooaplloht4 he oald that on a t t eap t will be aad t t o wor k out an a;r eeaent be t ve• n t h~ two netiont rec~ing tortltlcat l ono l n t he Kacello.n regl on. 
He oald t hat 1t vao alae agreed t hat the c loot o.nd t r lendl 7 relatione t o detireble bet n en Chile o.n4 .t..-gent1Aa cannot be brou; h t about without eatie r •~~en • or trevel and co• aun1cat 1on betwe t n the two oountrl ee and t hat 1t 1 1 ot priurr 1aportanoe t hat oU pt be t aken joi nt17 b7 the two nat l oDt t o repa i r and r eetore tha ! rano-Andean rellroad l lnt , part ot vh l oh va t wipe~ out eoae 1ttr e ago b7 an avalanche. Bt tald t hat t blo i .nvol n o a tlnanc lal problea o.ru! he gave ae t he i aproool on that the .t.r, ent1ne Ki ni ot er end the Ch1leano r a t he r hope to 1eoure •o•• t 1nanelal aa111t anoe l n t~ Unlted $t ateo, ln t he fora ot l oana . 

Ha 
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.. \biB eald \bl\ J'rU& Vi .. _.., are\vblle Connl 
la \be Ual\ .. lta\ee, heel .. b&rke4 oa a Japea.e boa t at 
IUa to 10 t o Japaa n ro11\e t o bla ••• poe\ l n Ch1Jia, bu\ \bat be woul.C! ao\ ua .. b&rk a\ all 1A Cbllt. 

!be Mlaleter vae apparen\11 ln a •er1 oootldaa\la l aood, 
oar\alal1 a ••rr oordlal oae, aad vbea llr. Llo• aad I •«• 
MYae to laue, el.ua I bad a ooarareaoa eohadultd at el& 
o•oloak a\ ft1 bouea, be lapa\leo\11 ftYad ue baolt to ov 
obal7a . F1aall1 be a eked lf •• would baYa tea wUb bla , ,.._ 
aaJ"ItliiC \bat be vaa 1Rut&r1 aa4 t hat bl had not bad tea tor dare baoauea o r \bl Arullnraar1 oelabratloaa . .. .... a• 
d1 ... 1• ae eYer aad aa aparltllag •• e•er tbo~b be looked 
Ure4 and la need or alaap . He vorta oonataat11, uaua111 
.ntll lo-r attar a14al&bt, a nd a\ blgb tenaloa. 

Va ware wUb bla t>"'a ':}0 llft\11 a Quar\er o t 7 o'oloolt • 
.loa W ware leaYlal( be eald \ be l OIIC Yhl\ had reYlYad b1a 
aa4 rlYen b1a aa oppor\tlaU1 , ott the reoord, to ea1 au1 
\blar e bo heel wlebad t o ea1 to ae . 

COIILRL 
IOG-Cblle 

' -1.~ .. 
• • • 
~ 

Reepaetttlll1 10~1, 

CLAUDE 0 . BOWERS 

\ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAaHINGTON 

Octooer 8 , 1941 

ME 0' ,;lOL"..'. }'QT L'T •. VE: 

Lo the bult yo~ c~n on t• l s . 

.: i lt you hundle H yo· ru Jlf ? 

.t· • .v . F. 



THE WH ITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

Ootobe~ 2 , 1941 . 

!.U-: OR .:mm.. !<'OR .., • T . F . 

'hat do ;>,rou chi nk a.x>ut h i s 

auggost i on r e t he :t'uchariat ic Congres .. ? 

i ll you return lettor to us for repl.1' 

•.tith your s l ant :>n i t ? 

!. J.J . r. . 



(~ 

Dear C~au c5a 1 

I rater to your letter of Auguat 28 encloaing a copy o!' your letter of the 2'7th to Kr. Wellea, 
who b aa, aa you a re aware, been ebaent f roa 
Waabington during tbe pu t three wnka, Be haa 
now i nf ormed me, however , of hi e converaation 
juat prior to hie departure with t be Chilean 
Alllbaeaador and of the improvemen t in our relatione 
with Chile which h ae alree~ taken place ae a 
reeult thereof. 'lbe euggea t1ona which you aa de 
regarding thie interview pr ove d extremely valuable. 

With warm p ersonal rogarda, 

Sinoerel y your a, 

f 
• 

The Honorable 

Claude G. Bowera, ~pff 73". A, 
,(<A' ... 

Alaerioan ~aeaador, 

Santiago , 

'--" 
I // 



My dear Mr. President: 

I rarer to your recent 

OEPA~TMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

September 05 . 1941 

memorandum~osing !or 

the preparation or a reply !or your signature a letter 

!rom Ambassador Bowers at Santiago. 

There is enoloeed a suggested draft or reply !or 

your consideration and signature, i f you approve. 

Fa1th!Ully youre, 

Enclosure: 

To Ambassador Bowers. 

The President, 

The White House. 



l:lr~Jnrtmrnt of &tnte 

hUA-V I ....... RA 

t;~CJ.Osl'IU! 

TO 

l.ttltr drafted 9/25/41 

The President • 

.. ---



Santiago ,August 28 ,I94I 

Deer tlr President:-
I am inclosing a letter I am sending Welles which 

I consider or much importance . I am sugoesting t hat the Chilean 

Ambassador be called in t or a straight from the shoulder talk on the 

attitude and conduct of Chile in r eference to all American investments 
~ I 

in which reference may well be made to the tact while the agreement ,. . 
with Chile tor complete cooperation and collaboration i n continental 

defence was given in the most forcetul,unequiooable manner ,it is noted 

that there is leas of i t here than in any other South .lmerican countr y , 

I would suggest that I be i nstructed to see the President and frankl y 

ask him it there is any change in Chiles attitude or policy since the 

positive pledge was given personally by Aguerre Cerda . Without any 

direct threat I would suggest that in talking with tho Chilean 

Ambassador it/ be remer~ that in view of the se~ngly anti~rican 
attitude of the Government on our investments , and all or them, we 

would like a restatement of presen~attitude • I am convinced that 

the time baa come tor us to s how our teeth. I doubt if we get any-

where with these people without it . 

I first noticed a change in the pro-American fervor or Aguerre Cerda 

about tour months or five ago . The first was over the rejection or the 

five millions to the Bank hare . Than came an ugly spirit over the 

fact that Chile was not included in the mediation between Peru and 
)( ~.f.J· t1 



;ouador ,tor which he was holdill8 us responsible ' and whil e I uaa 
I . , 

able on 
I 

information from Washington 
1
to dafa'abuse his uiind of t hat I . 

and he knows that Argentino woe the movill8 spiri t , I have seen no 

evidence ot it in his attitude. Then coma the Uruguan proposal tor 

which he held us responsible , I woe able to t ell h1m that we have had 

not hing t o do with its initiation. 

He has amazed me by a&Y1Jl8 that it is all r i ght to indulge in 1'riendly 

assurances but that concer t s things are wanted. I ram.inded him ot all 

we have done that are conoarete e.nough ,but he went right on without 

comment. -He whined to me about tho tact that no arament woe sent when the blame 

woe wholly here and when I had been urging on him personally t he im-

pol rtanoe or action here . He a imply takes no note ot facts. It has been 

weeks since we made our extraordinarily generous armament offer and 

the Ooveriiiii8nt here , including the Senate , is fiddl ing about . 

Then ,unhappily Americsn correspondents have sent to American 

papers articles that have been offensive to him. I do not blame him ror 

taking otf enae but he should be bi g enbugh to undorstedt t .het our 

Government is not responsible .But be is very vain
1 

and I think along 

with his vanity goes a pronounood interiority complex. 

~ All these thing• may enter into the expl anati on ot his present s t r ange 

attitude • 

But I think that he is oleo pl aytng, oonaciouely or otherwise ,with the .,.,.. 
Nazis through t heir Fifth Column ot Chileans who I am sure ~ whisper-

ing in his ear againat us ,ond stirring him up to theae anti-American 
J( Ill (,j -A 

J 



. . 
\ go attires ot l .ate . 

I III:l unable to aatist'y myselt a a to whe:Dher he is atraid ot the 

Nazi element here or ,at heart , ia in sympathy with them. It must be 

borne in mind that in proportion to the entire population there are 

more Germans here than in any South American country ,and that they are 

prosperous , industrialists , bankers , lend owner s ,and have intermarried 

generally into procinent Chilean t amilioe . In the l ast World War Chile 

\?sa pronounoedly pro-German . The great majority ot the people here t.now 

ar e pro-all.y and pro-American, But these are not the r ich and powertul 

and these e.ro not organized sa are the Germans , 

But I teel that the time has como to have a show down • Without our 

moat generous aid Ch.ile rould be in the dog house now . We have bad no 

expressions ot appreoi ation ,only whines. I mn hoping that we will 

show our teeth in Washington to the Chilean AJ:lbaeeador . And t hat 

I be instructed as to how much I shall say a nd how tar I am to go wit h 

the President himself . 

With some or the Government my fight over the Con.ful at Vs.1pe.raiso 
. J 

and the picture , "Parson Hall" , and the Chilean I.:inister in Cautap uela 

bas not emdearod me , The Foreign Ottico is entirely, cordially triendly. 

It is in the l.!inistry ot' the Treasury and the Interior that I find our 

ill wi shers. 

Eon ,Franklin D.Roosevolt 
The Whi to &use . 

Wi th warmo trr Jr0£8.l'de , 

Sincerely , 

eeca_-(,~ 



X7 dear Mr. Welles: 

.Tbare are oer,a1n 1nd1oa t 1ona hare a!teo,1ng Roaaat,1, who we all egree, 11 head and abouldara abo•• an1 ot h1a pradaoeaaora dur1ng the last two and a hal t reare, wb1oh a11 be ot 1ntereat t o t be Dapartaent . You .. , haYe obaar­Yad 1n the report ot Miller and W1111aa a ot t he Metals ReaerYe Coapaft1 on t he1r d1aouaa1one here that the 18pre ... a1on ot Roaee,t1 t he7 got 1• preo1ael1 t hat wh1oh I haYe reported aa •1 own . Tb1a w1thout an1 euggeat1one on M7 part . Vhan I eaw the M1n1eter TueadaJ, he aa1d tbct he had gone bla 11a1t 1n oreat1ng t he r1ght ataoaphere t or theta negot1at1one; that he had aade exteni 1Ye uee ot t he press to th1e end , a t be d14 1n l ong art1olea clearl7 1n­ep1red b7 hla; t hat 1n t he luncheon be gaYe our agente be had 1nY1ted ao•a Radi cal aaabere ot Congreee 1n t he hope ot 11n1ng t hem up aore aat1etaotor1lr. 
I got the 1apreae1on ! rom h1e ata'e• ent t o me on Tueedny ooncarn1ng the b111 tor the 1ncreaaad export tax on copper that he vae g1Y1ng me Just what 11 1n h1e •1nd. He aa1d 'bat untortuna tel1 Chi le had been educated tor tort1 1ears to look to tor e1gnere to pa1 expenaee or the Oo•ernment rather t han to doaeat1o taxation, and that ' he popular1t r ot the propoanl to 1ncreaaa 'he copper 'ax 1a due to th1a. He re1tera, ad what he had ea1d t o •• bet ore,­t hat becsuee ot the gener al popular1'y or th1a proposed t ax, 1f Congreea took 'he 1n1t1at1Ya t he Go• ernmen' val not 1n poa1,1on to atop 1,, and that the GoYernaent could not a ttord to be pu' 1n ' be poa1t1on openlJ ot oppo a1ns lt . He then aa1d 'hat there a.re two plana - one t o apol1 the 1ncreaeed copper t ax t o araaaent, ' h1a supported b7 t he Rlgh,1at; and the other 'o applf the prooeeda 'o doaeat1c works. He aa1d t he Oo•ern••n' would pu' 1n a aeaaure ct lta own along the 11ne ot t he l a t ter; that 'he reason 1a t ha' 'h1a would •ean an 1ntara1nable debate on the proJeo, a; that Congreu adJourne on the 18th ot Septa•ber and that 'he Oo•ernaent hopea ID4 expects that ae a reeult of 'he debate n.oth1ng w111 be done t h11 eeu1on. Tb1a aounda 11ke Roaae,t1 t actics. Re 11 a t1ne parl1a•entar1an and he under­et ande Consreaa aa none ot h11 predeceeaore baYe. 

The Honorable 
Swmer Welles, 

Under Seoretarr ot State, 
Waahl ngt on , D. C. 
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Then, to •1 aaazeaent, I t.und that he hAd heard nothin or the propoeed inoreaeed or 1-1/\ oente a pound on copper. He aelr:ed •• to 11nd hi• a aemorandum , wh1oh I d1d . Th11 atrikll •• ae ecarcel7 pla7ing the ga•e on the part of M1chele, who ve heard did notif7 certain pri~ate 1ntereete here v1thout into~ ing hia Miniater. I ha~e a ~er, dietinct notion thatthie ie par ot the Radical Part7 1 1 eoheae to get Roeeetti and other Minia­tere out to aake va7 tor 1 4eeerTing' Rad ical1, whom I do qot tru 
Another illuatration ot the treacher7 in e~idence ia thia: the other da7 when ve liked b1m tor the liet ot •aterial needed b7 Ch1le , in accor~ance w1th our inetruct1one, he val tboroughl7 aroueed and aa i d he had been intoraed b7 the proper a uthoritiea that th1a had been done and he ea i d he propoeed to take it up in the Council or M1n11tera. 

II 

Tbe ca1e ot the Eleotric Compa.ny ia known up to date b7 the Oepart•ent . The Coap&nJ makee ita anawer on Frida7 to the proposition or the Minister or Jinanoe and ot the Interior. The attitude ot Pedrega l 11 remarkable . We made him. 87 h1e eucoeae in Wa1hington he vaa lifted from a eoaber Job to the Ministry ot rinance . When he oaae back from Washington he wae ruleomelJ triendl7 and grateful. He hal reoentl7 been heard to complain that at Waahingt on we kept bia on the door etep and enubb~ h1a. When he returned he expreeeed h11 eurpriee and gratifica-tion becauee he bad been inatantl7 recei~ed b7 JOU. He a&J h&Ye turned pro-Ma&1; again he .. , be trying b7 etrong ara aethode to buttrett hia praoarioue poaition in the TreaaurJ, due to the tact that he baa behind hia no pol itical or 1aportant personal following. 

Ill 

I not1oe 1n the Departaent'• inatruotion Mo. 649 of Auguet lS, 1941, reference to the con~eraation between the Min iater ot Boli~ia and a repreeentati~e of the Department. It it d1f­t1oult tor ae to belie~• that B1ancbi when in La Paz eought to perauade the Ecuadoran• that the7 ahould make war on Peru. At the ti•e ot the agreeaent here aa to continental eol1darit7 and aeouritJ the Preeident here eaid to ae t hat e~er, ertort would be made b7 the Total itar1ana to aplit the Am~rioon nat ion• b7 working up quarrel• and oonflicte and that one of our iaportant function• would ba to pra~ent thil. 
RoweYer, there ie a ~er7 open wound to Ohilean pride in the exclueion of Chile froa the mediation, and I ha~e found with each recurrence o f trouble on the border that Chilean leader• aeea greatl7 pleaeed. It thit beoauae the ia pleaaued •bat the aediation without her aid ia thr .. tened with ta1lure, or becauae Ch1le ia plaJing the Ma &i gaae? It Ohile actuall7 hat tr1ed to get up the oontl1ct ae this inatruot1ona 1a7, then, in ~lev ot 
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what A,uirre Cerda told me, abe i o do 1ng t he very job aha 
•~id would bt t r ied by the Jazia. 

IV 

At th1a t iae there ia no doubt that all the Totalitar1ana, 
a . rman, ltalLan and Spanish are conoentrating their ut most et­
torta in propagonda agai.net the United Statea and t hat t he r1tth 
Coluan here ia cooper ating t o the utmoat . England ia ignored. 
We a re the enems. And 1 am perauaded that thie a ttempt to 
weaken ua here 11 t ak1nF the f orm ot at taoka on our i ntere sts, 
our inveataent a here. I am poait1ve t hat tha purpoee 1a t o 
eabro11 ue 1n a oontliot with Chile over prop~rty l nteraet a 
here, and then to aake t he eoat ot th1a aa ehowing t ha t the 
good neighbor policy 11 Juat the old wolf 1n aheep'a cloth1ng . 
1 aa poait1ve that th1a 11 true. 

And 1 am aleo pretty eure that it i a the Na&1 and Fitth 
Column orowd t hat ie put t i ng these 1deae into t he hea~ e or 
Chilean Governaent otf1oiale, pr obably from t he President down. 

When Pedregal and Olavarr!a go ao tar ae to .. Y to Sala&&r 
and ?ord that we muet be careful about preeaing t he rigbta 
of t he £leotrio Companr a1noe •the Army 11 pro- Nati • , it ee••• 
to me that it would be proper tor t he Department , for you or 
Hull , to oall in Mi ohtlll review t hel8 ant1-Ailer 1oan geetu rea, 
and aak bluntly whether Chll• han reconsidered her• agr eement 
a e to cont inental aeourity and detenae . And t' tt oould be done without i nvolving Dalaaar and rord to aay tha a noe two 
K1niatera ot t he Government have aaid that t he A~ 1a pro-Na11 
1t would be t oolilh for ua to arm that Army to be uaed asa1ntt 
ua . But 1 cannot aee how we oan adai t to knowledge of thit 
threat without putt i ng the !leotr1o Coapan7 on the 8pot. 

In brief, I do &h1nk that Miohtlt ahould be aaked about 
thtte ant1-Aaer1oan geet urea eo t~t he can report here t hat 
we are oogn1zant of thea and by no aeana unmindful ot thea . 
S1noe without our a id Chile would be 1n the dog houn, and 
they know 1t here, the etfeot m1ght be ealutary. I ••rely 
tend t h 1a aa a I U8fiett1on you m1ght care to t h1nk over. 

W1t h but regarda, 1 am 

51noerelr yours, 

CGB:LRL 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Ootober 9, 1941. 

MEMORANimt !'OR 

THE UNDER SECRETARY Ol STATE 

!'OR PRl!PARATION Ol REPLY 

lOR MY SIGRA'roRE. 

F. D. R. 

Letter t o t he Pre s i dent, 
dat ed September )0 , 1941, from 
Ambassador Bowers re t he Papal 
Nuncio , Monsignor Laghi ' s re­
quest t o have t he ban lifted on 
his funds in the Nat i ona l Cit y 
Bank of New York . 

I ~111 • 



Sent1a,o,Ootober I~,I~I 

Your atat.a.nt ginn out tor Col\llllbua Da:r wu superb 

and threw a !101!h7 wrench into tbe plana ot tbe to tali tariana UDder the 

ostensible lee.derahip ot tbe Spen1ar4a to -.ke the •D&:r ot tba Raoe• 

day a totalitarian holiday. The day turu4 out aadl7 tor tba alleiQ'. Dr. 

Gu n, the inten.el:r P1'0""-rioan Prillle Minister , apouored a great parade 
ot the Dlmocraciea and probabl7 DOthiDg mora ilapraad.,• on our aide ~ 

bean sean here since the war began. There haa bean tear betore ,last there 

be d1aor4era;Cl.l2man told 1118 it wu tiD to tind out it in a ~crat1c 
country the deocratio eentilllent oan be intimidated. Be took hie otticial 
lite in hie banda tor it tbera had bean rioting be would han been 

e&'ft8817 attaokecl. The order was pertect. Be renewed the procession in 

be halt ot the OO"fernment fioom a balooD7 ot tbe presidential palace, thua 
proola1m1ng openlJ' Chile's stand • The lv•shMt portrait• I ha.,e ner seen, 
painted, ot youraelt ,Churchill, and other leal!era ot dGIOOratio nations 
were oarriecl. 

The SpeJliah Ambassador ,u I wrote you or WeU.., tried to Ulle the 4aJ' tor 
totalitarian purposes aDd he arra~~pd aTe Deta at the Cathedral and wu 

going to 1Jrrite onl7 the SOUth aDd Gentral ~rioan diplomate. Roaaett1 

dr:rl:r told him bl bad alwan understood that Col\Bb~ dieconred .AMrioa, 

DDt juat South .41118rica• "Tban you are indtina the .Ambassador ot tbl u.s?• 



'·~ 
aalted Luoa de la TeD&. •eerta in!7• ,Mid Ro .. etti, "Then I will invi te 

him t o the dinner tor the hllada ot American miaaiona t hat night" ,add 

t he Spaniard. •c.rtainl:f4' echoed Roaae tt1. ..l..lld ao I "~ • The ~u .. 

ie a good aport and a pntlean and he made the beat ot a bad barpin and 

I wu treated with eTery cone14erai1on,lllllCh to rrq aUl'piae. Moat ot t he 

dipl-h preMDt were openlt on our aida, 1'1» .&.rpntWan looked diagueted 
./rut 

,our triend Cruol!•p ..... d nonptnaM4 t o ... ma there ~ qui~ reCOTered 

hie old jOT1alit7 , but I Vapra , thll llui InteDdete waa there and ae 

uaual ~ oTV ma,Be 1a the IIIIID. who unlarlUlly baa prohibited the 

antitDaZi pioturea. Be 1a on hie way out, On:nnena tirat a ct waa to 

deprin him ot t he right t o pue Oil picturea;hia ne:z:t t o aend tor • and 

uk 1118 t o petition t or the abowiJI8 ot Parson Ball.4 The .l:'ortugueM Minister 

and wita were there ,quite openly denounc1J18 Bitler. It waa an 11111W11JI8 party. 

I ban writtenW.U.. about the graT1t7 ot the eituation 

ereated here in our tailure to turniah a!17th1!18 tor e88ent1al 1nduatriN 

and will eoon haw to cloM down unleM we looaan up , Grahaa ot the 

agree• with • that ac..th1!18 JIIWit be dOile, Othen1ae we ahall. loae all 

wa ban pined. Tba enUre preu 1a no't olamor1J18. The Chilean• cannot 

to .-t abaolutelJ' aaaelltial ~~ater1al on which the eoonoaio ~ ot the 

tOll& ot oopper to tlle State. the7 cannot pt ~~eoea8U7 oopper wire and IIIWit 

11a:r buJ it at a tano7 pr1oe tree .&.rpntille eto. The pre .. 1a se"1!18 

uclJ', our eumtea are lllak·1JII the 1110at ot it. I th1Dit it poe1Un17 



i.JI:IpeMUw tbat tbeH ... ent1al be turniahe4 aCIIII 't:r or otbar. I ua 
ba'fiAc a U.t ot tbeaa prepara4-not a loDC,in4H4 a abort liat. But in 
tba oaee ot tbaH thinp in Baa'fUa - let ua tin4 a wa:y. 

'11th Wlll'IIIN t rapr4a , 

Tbe 'fh1ta Bouae. 



I 
., I II JD• lMl 

Dear Claude! 

You will be glad to hear with reference to 
your letter or September 30, 1941 that Mr. J. W. 
Pehle , Aae1etant to the Secretary or ~he Treae­
ury , ad~1eed the Depertment or State i n a let ter 
dated September 29, 19,1 , tnat the National City 
Bank ia author1z:ed to IIIAke all peymenh, trs.ne­
rere and w1thdrawale requeeted by Mona. Laghi 1n 
conneot1on with h1a aooount at ~hat Bank. 

I aa grat1f1ed that the Nunc1o ie a l1beral 
and not at all 1n eyapath7 with either the Na~1e 
or the raeo1ete. 

With warm pereonal regards, 

S1noerely youre, 

tL.~/) l~~t: .. JJ ~#'~,.;r 
;) 

The Honorable 
Claude G. Bowere, 

Aaer1oan Aabaaeador, 
Sant1ago. 



....... ~ ....... --~ . .,...,. 
n.C R.CiitCTAIIIIY CW 8'TAft 

........ "TON. 0. c . 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

Octobc!· l '/ . l !.i l l 
My dear Mr. Preaident: 

I refer to your memorandum or Ootober 9, 1941, 

requesting the preparation or a reply to Ambae1ador 

!over•' letter to you or September 30, 1941, re­

garding the blocked tunda or the Papal Nuncio at 

Santiago. 

1'here ia encloeed a draft letter tor your oon-

eideration and it you approYe. 

Enoloeure: 

To Ambae•ador Bower•. 

The Preeident, 

'lhe White Hou~e. 



c 
0 

p 
y THE 'III!IT£ HOOSE 

WASHINGTON 

l(y dear Claude: 

I was particularly pleased to receive in 
your letter or October S your observations on 
the prCHSesocro tic feelings of the new Chilean 
Minister ot tbe Interior , Senor Leonardo Guzman . I shall be happy to note aey !.mediate effects or tbls positive stand against totalitarian 
t.nnuence . 

Very s incerely yours, 

(Si&ned) l'RANJQ.IN D. ROOSEVELT 

Tbo Honorable 
Claude C. Bowore, 

Amer ican AAbessador, 
Santiago. 

• 



. ' 

My dear Mr. Pres ident: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WA8HINQTON 

October 23 . 19 11 

I have r eceived your memorandum of October 13, 

1941 enclosing for preparation of reply a letter dated 

October 5, 1941, from Ambassador Bowers at Santiago. 

There ls enclosed a draft reply for your considera-

tion , and, 1f yo your signature. 

lly yours, 

Enclosure: 

Draft reply. 

The President, 

The Wh1 te House. 



' 

llrpnrtnt~nt of • tnte 

•ulllltAU I 
OIYUfON 

l.•ctor drafted 

RA 

TO 

The Pre aldent • 

.. .. __ _ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 27, 1941. 

M:FMO RANDOM lOR 

THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY 

FOR MY SIGNATURE. 

F . D. R. 

Letter from Ambassador Bowers , 
dated Oc t . 20 , 1941 . 



DEPARTMENT OF 8TATE 
WA8H I NOTON 

November .J , UNl 

My dear Mr. President : 

I have received your memorandum ot October 29, 

1941, requesting t he preparati on ot a reply to a 

letter dated October 23, 1941 from Ambassador Bowers. 

There is enclosed a suggested reply tor your 

consideration 

Enclosures: 

1 . Letter fro~ Ambassador 
Bowers. 

2. Suggested reply to 
Ambassador Bottere 1 

lett er. 

The President, 

The White House . 

appr ove. 



Santiago, October 23 ,I~I 

Dear Mr President:) 

I am inoloeiDc a copy of a letter juat written 

Well•• whioh indicate• the direction nazi propopnda 1a talcina thro\18h 

the agenoy largely of the hanoo faohta• Thie mornin8 howeTer I had a 
I I I I 

long coDTereation with Roaeatti,who aeema ohaatened ,and I underatand 

that at a Council of Miniatera YNtarday tbe Prelident aternly 

forbade any further plitical atat.manta for publication tromMiniatsra 

without hia preTioua consultation and approyal with the atat-=ent that 

ehould anr Minieter deTiate hie resignation will be promptly accepted• 

Howenr Roaaett1 waa in a jubilant and happy mood thia 

mornin8 beoauae of what I wu able to tell hilll re811U'din8 the State 

Department• aotiTitiea on priorities for Chile ,and the promiae to 

reoonaider tbe Ucenain8 ~ ayat.l to tbe end tbet Chile will be 

put on a par with all other .&merioan Republ1oe. Th1a I lalow will han 

a t~ndoualy good e:rteC'tl in otfeettina the had illlpreaa1on cree.ted by 

Ohile '• 1nab111ty to get anythina b.tore. 

In thie connection ,Roeaet t1 n:preeaed the earnest hope tba t when the 

IU'IIIIIIIIInt bill paeau here to4ay or to.rorrow ,we can send aamethin8 

-"it need not be lllllCh-juat two suna-Juat aom~ thin8 eo we can 

aat1at)' the IDII1 that a01111thlna 1a be ina done•. Thie ,u you lmoll, I 

hATa urged prerloualy. I th1nlc it important for I do think it 111011t 

unfortunate tb place our trianda,Generala Xaoudero,and J:apinoaa , in 



aeldJia,IIOt IIIUOb at all,but juat a tota on which they oan reet their 

oolltidelloe in our inteoUon to he ot aerTioe 1n the -.ttar ot detanoe . 

I ban oallad .., the J.rohbiahop,a lon]J old -.ll ,aDd extended 

m1tat1on tl'om Ca.rtiDal llou&bart)'. u. .... delicbiad' aDd ,old .. he 

11/ • aur. he b aqer to co
1 

tbouab be would ban to tly, U. ae.-4 

to r<~alize tba t tb.ia would be 1111wiae ,and we asraad tbat it Bishop 

Suborouaaux ,a nry able Y<>UDCilh ...,,wbo ~· parteot !naliab and 

know• tba United Stat11 , can cot be wUl be deaignated,I altJ)IOt to 

hear all)' -nt • 

I am atra1d tb.at the totaUtariana, tllrougb wb.at ertdant]J 11 a Tery 

reactionary looal c®DJ.tiaa ,AM preparina to a do what they oan to 

a teal tbe !ll.cbariatio Congr .. a, Tbe Spaniab .lmbaaaador 11 dowu Oil tba 

progr11111 tor a apeeob , t ollowl.ns the Arcbbiabo}l ,aDd ~ina •tor the 
I Ca tbolloa ot Spain" ••"' ng> ot oouraa tbe t aoiat one a • Tbere h no 

pouibla exouae tor tb.ia, 

But lut ni&ht the Pr .. ldellt ot the Be}Cian Bouae ot DtP\lUea epolr;a 

at the Catholic Un1Ttre1t y a nd 1n the praaanoe ot the bieracb)' , headed 

by the J.robbiabop -41 a dnutatina attaok Oil llu1 •tboda toward the 
I 

Cburoh· U. ... lon4ly obe..-.4, It la not the h1eraroh7 here "" hew to t 

t ear ao muob aa the riob la:r-DI , the lOth Century land ownara . 

a - trTins now to gat Illuatrado, the paper owned by the 

Biareoh7 ,and reed bT all the Catbolioa to Jlllbliab llaada apeeoh on the 

treatment ot the oburcb 1n Oal'llllll}' ,-the oopy aent 1111 1n Spaniah• 



Tbe Director had pereolllll.l7 aeeure4 - that he would print anything I 
wiah, but he aleo told Horace Ch'aham,a Ca thollc, the Mlllll ,and I ha't'e 

thought it beet tirat to ba,... Qrahsm - him about tbe publication, 
thue leartq the :IIIMeay out; I rather think we ahall auooeed. 

Hon .J'ranklin D .Rooenel t 
The White Houee• 

lfi th WIU'IIIII t 1'e811lrde t 

S1noerely, 

~~ 



• 

Santiago, Ootober 22 , 1941 

M7 deer Mr. Wellee : 

The pol1t1oal propaganda here, relating t o t he co ... aunieta in general, mar be in l ine vith the poli or or t he Qeraane and Franco Spaniards throughout South America. At t he tiae Hitler roraed h ie connecti on with St alin I tailed to tind i n anr or the extreae R1ghtiet papera and rrom anr other R1ghtiet quarter the elighteet reaction and oertainl7 no ooament. At t he t i me the Communist paper s here vae daily axhauet1ng it a vooabularr or vituperat i on i n denunci at ion of tbe United Stat e• and England, I f a iled to find anr not i ce­able reeent aent on the part of anr aember or the Governaent hera, whi ch hide behind the •rreedoa or the preaa• . While in Catholic circle• and among the Ri ghtist there hal a l var• bean hoatilit7 to the Ooaauniat a , it eeema moa t s i gn i­ficant to •• that the intena iticati on or t hie hoatilit7 baa been Iince Ruui a baoua engaged aga1net Hitler and i n pro­portion to the trouble the Ruaeiana are oaueing hi m. 
Until Ru111a entered the wa» t here unqueetionably was a connection between the Co11.111unieta hare and t he Nazia. The enem1e• or co .. unila at that tlae did have the advantage or the high preeaured Nazi pr opaganda. The inteneiticati on of the propaganda againet the Communiete baa come einca Rueaia began to 1ntertere with Hitler'• plane. 

In thl extreme R1ght.11t paper• I have 71t to read one line to t he afteot that Na&i domination or Feec iat doaina­tion of rala.ngiet domination 11 i n the leuat ob jectionable, but ell elong thaae papera have concentrated on the •coamuniet threat•, evan when Ruae i a waa remaining within her own territor r, and Garaanr wae daetror1ng nat i on after nation b7 brute roroe. 

Th1a olaaor about the "threat or Commun1u" hu been greatl7 acc entuated recently but I have round not one legiti­mate raaeon f or it. The only ditter~nce I can f i nd in the Co11.111uni1ta e1noa Rueeie entered t he var i e that i nateed or attacking the United Statal and England ae bet ore t hey are now writing t avorabl7 of theee countr1ee and attacking Hitl er and the Nazie . 

The Honorable 
Suaner Wallaa, 

Onder Secretary of State, 
Waahingtott, D. C. 



.. 
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Onder thttt circumetancee it it rather remarkable that 
aome member& ot the Chilean M1ni atry ehould suddenly become 
eo belligerent againet the Communiete. Poremoet among thlee 
1e Juan Roaeetti, the Minieter tor rorei gn Affairs, an oppor­
tuniet, with a morbid ambition, who hal been attacking thl 
Communist• without any apparent reaeon that hae not exieted 
all along. He talk• to •• about the determination to preYent 
disorders, while no dieorders exiet or are apparent 1n the 
iuediate future. Th1e naturall;y playt into the hande ot the 
German propagandiets and it il juet ae well to bear i n mind 
that before becoming a Miniater he unqueetionably had oon­
neotione wlth t he Ge1~n propagandiete and Embaea;y and it is 
generally thought that hie paper profited by the connection. 

It doe• not neceeearily f ollow, I think, that h ie preeent 
position is dictated b;y the Na &ie. A eelt-made man , morbidly 
ambitioue, he hae been resented and enubbed t hroughout hie 
abort and br i lliant career 1n politice by the rich and the 
arietocracy. That his present ant i -Coamuniet flare ie due i n 
a aeaaure t o a desire t o atrengLhen himse lf with tbie element, 
I atrongly euepect; that he hat been flattered by thie element 
to t his end aAa there can be little doubt. 

In the oaee or Schnake, there ie another explanation. He 
has been bitterly against the Communi1t all along , and h• 
launched hie bitt er tight against them ae a proteat, in pert, 
egalnet their conatant at t acka on the Urlited Statee. The teud 
betweea the Coaauniete and Socialiete ia of long etanding and 
haa neYer been aore fieroe . So Sohnake hat not changed; and 
hie partiality tor t he United 8tatee and the Demooraoiet in 
the preeent war cannot be doubted. loweYer, the etreot ie bad. 
Re is permitting hie hatred of a political rival to lead him 
into something Yery like eupport or the Na&i oauee, though 
unintentionall;y or oourae. 

Thl third Miniater, Pedre&al, hae denounced t he etor;y that 
he joined , at a recent banquet, in an at tack on the Communiete . 
Be il 1ntt1notiYely a Rightiat, but without a party connection. 
But while aga1nat Ooamuniem I do not think that he ia a part;y 
to the prettnt •tr&ft8e cruaade againet the Co~~t~~un11te which 
inoreaeee 1n i .ntenait;y 1n proportion to the embarraeeaent the 
1a1•.1an reeittanot it caueing the Natil. 

The one man, therefore, who beare watching ia Roeeett i. 
Be ie yer;y noit;r juat now in hit attackl on the Communiete . 
The queetion 11, - ia thie due to the taot that he ma1nta1ne 
hie cloee relatione with the German Embaee;y orowdt Ia hie 
paper again being quietly eubeidi&td b;y the German tmbaae;y? 

In Juetioe to him, it auet be eaid that 1n t he matter of 
Wiedeaann, or the German Coneul at Yal~raieo, or the Ooneule 
or Genu.ny and Ital7 expelled fro• the United Statu he etcod 
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out oourageou1l7 and firml7, and that he hal aoet Tlgorou1l7 pr oteet ed to Berlin against the arrest of Chilean• in oooupied territor iee, and t hat he hat eent inetruotione to hie Aabaeea­dor i n Berlin to Join other nat i on• 1n aost Tlgorouelf pro­testing aga inst t he arreet and imprieonment of Yugoal&T di p­lomat e and ooneula . He haa &lao been peraonall7 more than ordinarily cordial to me. The wo~t perhapa tha t can be eaid ie that he may be trying to retain the goodwill of both aides. 
I n th1a connection I waa illpreaaed during 111,y conTerea­tion wit h him yeeterday with hie evident eagernPII that there be no war bet ween the United States and Japan; wi th hie que sti on ca t o our reaction ehould J apan enter the war a gainet Rueei a. Part of thia I aacribed to the hope that the way to trade with Japan may be left open Iince he realize• that i n the oaee o f war wi th ue nothing coyld be exchanged b etween Japan and Chile. For that reason l t ook a peeaimietio view with him regard ing our f uture relatione with Japan. 
I note nov that hi e paper ie publilhing acme Japanese a rt i olea which mean• that hle paper 11 being paid to publish them. They are not Anti-American artlolea, but are elmilar in character to thoee publ ished regularly t or mont ha in EL IMPARCIAL - atoriea of Japaneee culture, etc. 
In thie connection I again cal l a ttention to the t act that we have no tunda wlth wh ich to carry on euch work our­eel•••· Our enemiee haTe. I am in poeeeeelon of $2,000.00 tent by t he Rockefell er cr owd (Coordinator ' • Otf 1oe) tor uee 1n connection vlth t he March ot the Demoorao1ea. I epent no ~ore tbah 12, 500 peace, a l i ttle more t han t 4oo .oo. It would be adTantageoue it t he $2,000 authoriz•t 1on could etant. I coul d then draw on thll tor neoen111• 1n t he directi on i ndi cated and report 1n each i netanoe how epent and whJ. 

Recurring to the purpo11 ot thie l et t er - it 1• Tery clear to me t hat eTery ettort i e being aade here and proba bly a ll oTer South America, i n Churob and reactionary or extreme Rightiet oirolee , to cr eate eentiment tor Hitler becauee of hie t ight againet Rueei a. It 1e too early to eetimate tbe etteot ot th11 propaganda. 

With warmeet pereonal regarde, 

Sincerely youre, 

:l&ude G. 9ow~re 



• 
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My dear Claude: 

The decision of President Aguerre Cerda, 
given in your letter of October 23, that no 
political statements shall be given out with­
out his previous consultation and approval, 
will, without doubt, result in a muCh happier 
situation. 

I understand from Mr. Welles that he has 
answered fully the several points that you 
have raised in your letter. 

Very sincerely yours, 

The Honorable 
Claude G. Bowers, 

American Ambassador, 
a~-~·a~n 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHIN GTON 

October 29 , 1941 . 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

liDR PRJ.:PARJ.TION OF REPLY 

FOR iAY SIGNATURE. 

F. D. R. 

Letter from Ambassador Bowers 
t o t he President , da t ed Oc t o ber 
23 , 1941 , enclosi ng copy of a 
l etter wh i ch he sent t o Secret ary 
Welles under dat e of Sept . 22 , 1941 • 



~· 

M:r dear Mr. Prellident: 

DEPARTMENT OF' STATE 
WASHINOTON 

November 4 . 1941 

I have received :rour memorandum of October 27, 1941 
requesting the preparation of a repl:r to a letter dated 
October 20, 1941 from Ambassador Bowers. 

There is enclosed a suggested repl:r for :rour con-
aiderat1on and signature 

Faithtull 

Enclosures: 

1. Letter from 
Ambassador Bowers. 

2. Suggested repl:r t o 
Ambassador Bowera• 
letter . 

The Preaident, 

The White Houae. 

approve. 



- ,... 
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IIJ Mar Olawlaa 

!be tlret ee'NH Ui.al wb.loh taoe4 Dr. CJu=•n 

H .. to ba" t• 1 hill DOt alr •11 prepare4 'b•t 
eats.relr •pa'bl• et dealllll with \he 41tt1a.l.t elt1 

atle whloh the wbleperlq oe..,.lp ha4 4eft1ope4. 

Let u hope that thoee who aaYO tbe ru.ozte WiD&• 
wlll ba'N leai"Jle4 tho""'bl7 t~ thle epleo4e, lt 
ua4 when elallar olroveetaoee arlee. 

Yev letter lll41oatee that rou "" able 
p•a.pt1r to eplke eaGh partloular report, &D4 le 

'NI"J •0011NC1Da· 
Yerr e1Doerelr roure, 

!be B•arable 

01a.S. o. Bowre, 

'--Ploaa ~aeea4or. 
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1ncput•fntcnt .of tate 

BUREAU } 

DI\'ISION 

RA 

Letter drafted 

10 

10/29/41 

Th€) Pre sident 

• • •• .,. .,. """~· ~·- " I lf),i.O 
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SantiasP ,October 2o ,IQ4I 

Dear Mr President: 
J.tter a nry heot1o week,in :~.!he totalitarian 

propogandiata haTe waged a nel'Te war throusb fane tto and senaatioDAl 

strengthened in ita deoorecy.The appointment ot tbe ouhtandi.ng 

Chilean enemy of totalitarianism and tfiend of the United s tates and 

the alliea ,Dr .Onzmen ,wu a bomb in the oemp of the eDe!Q' .The faot 

that he ,a militant pro-.tmerican dellloorat, announced at once that the 

nazi lntendente ,who hal been a thorn in 0111' aide a.ll alo.ng, had to 

go ,and that tbe military intellipnoe had a tree hand with arreats 

where treaaon 1e inTOlTed ,threw the tohlitariane into a panio. Theft 

began to put out the moat uton1ahin6 propopnda throusb the wh1aper1ng 

gallery. 

(I) The atory of tbe Preaidenh illneaa and tbe oreation ot a Junta 

whioh would be pro-nazi. 

(2) 'l'he ·~ that the United Statu 1a inaiati.ng that O<'l!l!!!miata hera 

be g1-..n plaoaa in the OoTel'JIIIIent. 

( 3) The o1roulat1on of a forpd "attar• tram • to the Zic..:l.q 

•epzine tbraat..,tng the per1o41oal. .I aent at onoe tor the publiaber 

who admiaaa he neTer aaw auoh a latter. 

(4) The atory that I am nr:r intilllata with tbe o<'l!l!!!miat lader all4 

actually 41raot hie pol1117 • I han neTer apoken t o thia -a and woul4 



santiaso,October 2o,I~I 

Dear Mr Preaid.ut 1 

J.f'tar a nry hectic week,in ~~he tote.litarian 

propoga.ndiata haTe waged a nern war tbrouch tau 1 Uo and aenaational 

strengthened in ita democracy.The appointment ot the outatandtng 

Chilean enemy ot tot ali tar1an1am and t1'iend ot the Un1 ted Statea and 

the all1es,Dr .Guzman ,waa a bomb in tbe camp ot the eDeJIIT.The tact 

that be ,a militant pro-J.marioan democrat, announced at once tbat tbe 

nazi Intandente ,who baa been a thorn in our side all aloll6, had to 

so ,and that the military intellipnce had a tree hand with arrests 

where treason ia inTolTed , threw the totalitarians into a pan.ic. The't 

began to put out t he moat utoniahing propoga.nda tbrou&h the whiapering 

gallery. 

(I) The story ot the Presidents illness and tbe creation ot a Junta 

which would be pro- nazi. 

(2) 'l'he s~ that tbe United Statu 1a ins1at1ng that OOI!I!DJDiata hen 

be g1ftll place• in the Oonrm.nt. 

( 3) Tbe circulation ot a torpd "htter• tram • to tbs Zic~ 

magaz1De threaten1ng the per1o41cal .I a.ut at once tor tbe publ1ahar 

who admiaaa he neTer aaw auoh a letter. 

(') The atory that I am Tery intimate with the OOI!I!Dmiat l•der aD4 

actua.ll.y direct hia polio7 • I han neTer apokeD to thia maa and would 



DOt 1a1ow h1m were I to •• hia, 

bripn.d here ia HYins that a man - KUutert,an ~ioan,ia here . . 
and ia aent bare aa )'0\ll' peraoDal. asat tor the purpoee ot a .. iatins 

in onrthrowins the Oo'rernment and aettins Up " a good ODe" • We 

ha'Ye looked in 'Yllin tar the IIBl1 ll8Died lLUilltert• 

All thia ia onrahadond by the tact that Guzmen ia in an4 Vegara ie . . I 
out• In place ot Vegara we DOW haTe Oeueral Berrioa,c<m~~mc!er ot the 

crack artillery regiment atationed on tbe outalcirta ot lantiaso. Qtznn 
1 • 

told me that he baa been named tar two reaaolll,tirst , because be ie loyal 
I ' 

t o the conatituted autbority,e.Jid second,becauee be ia a Righteat and his 

appointment ia intended to allow that the reorganization is not aimed 

at t'- conatitutioDal. Oppoaition. 

Perhaps the 110d atrooioua canard put out oame to me at ten oclook 

Saturday ni8ht,brolJ8ht by a m.Dber ot rq atatt trom a cocktail party . . 
wMr. Belen Weaeel,an ._rioan me.rried to a Dau,waa telling othtn:• that ' . 
her plJTaician who ia the plJTaioian ot tbe Preaident bad told her that . . . 
the latter had euttere4 a atroke at Tille that attel'JIOOil. I tl!DU8ht the .. 
thiDc a lie,but tl!DU8ht it Dece .. e.ry 41acreetly to aoertain the truth. 

so I telephoned Labarca,tormer prilllll ~- ,and intimate pereoDal. and 
• 

political tr1eD4 ot the President. Be prQiieed to innatipte at once. 

Halt an hour later he telepboned me trcm tba preaidential palaoe that 

tbe Prea14ent had arri-yed trom 'Yin& at aiz,had juat enjoyed a baarty 

dinner and felt tine, ID4eed I aaw and talked with him at a wedd1D8 tha 



". 

Th1a beiD& the atll:)apbere here I hope that Waabin&ton will Tin 

with Tert aerioua m1a&1Tinal any atory tbe.t 111117 r~aoh it fran outeida tba 
Embaaay reserdiD& oon41tiona here· 

General :S.oUdero ,heed ot the 8l'laJ, came to 11111 saturday e-nani.ng to aay -that the atory ot the propoaed a:tmJ ooup wu a malioioua lie,the.t tbe 

81'1111 1a lo:p.l. He waa olearl.J' embaraued at tbe thOUght tbe.t we at home 

might get ~ 111'0118 blpreaaion trca the proposan4a,and add tbeH reporta 

are an iuult t o the U'lll1• I aaaured him t hat 1n tbe United Statea wa 
!Ina the .,.t perfect oontidenoa 1n him and 1n b.U tl'iendabip tor ua. 

Hia •:r-• tilled wben I aa14 tbia. Tbia IIIU1 1a mllitantl!' our tl'1en4. 

I am atl'aid that BouatU ,morbidly ambitioua, baa had bia 

T8Jlity played upon an4 bia jee.louay ,by the •better olaaa• that d1ap1aaa Ia 
~ . . but 1a w1ll1ng t<: · Olee UN him tbroueh flattery agai.nat Ot=an, But 

Roaaatti haa bean obaataned • 

I aaw him an hour and a baJf tbia JDOrnin« and be aalted 1118 about 1apan, 
it we were going to wa r with ber,a%14 told me tbe 1apanaae Mtntater bad 

told him abe would not. Be admitted that t he Kiniater might not know, 
I told him our relatione with 1apan were largely up t o 1apan, He than 

aaked what our attitude would be were 1ape.n to daolara war on Ruaaia. I 

t old h1:a I bad no w~ ot knowlDs ,but that " are apinat Hitler, that 
Ruadat 1a 86a1nat Hitlar,tbat Ruaaia baa oaota4 appalliD& t olla 1n lite 
and llllterial t'roll Hitler , that we are del1pta4 with tbat ,and tbe.t any 

na.tion that would so to the raa01» ot H1Ue:r oould hardly be aooOUiltad our 

tl'1en4 or the tl'1an4 ot tbe deooraoiaa. 



HI then uked it I tllollaht tbe war would reuh south "-rioa were we 

engased with J"ape.n. I tol d him 1n that ennt I bad no doubt the lape 

would try to breek up the OQIIIIIeroial otm!!unioationa between the United 

Statea and Chile· •so do I•,he aaid,•and that 1a the reaaon we are 

oonaultlllc now with tbe an17 and naY)' •n aa to how bNt we oan aot 1n 

oonjunotion with tbe United Stataa•• 

Be tben add that beoauaa '"the onel oan be 'bombed• ,it b Tital to Chile 

and to all. ot ue that tba Strelte ahould be . kept open and that the 

Straits Jllllat be fortified. I aaked him how he 1e progreeain8 with hie 

negotiations with .lrpnt1ne on this subjeot . Be add he waa me.ltiq 

progreea ~ alowly beoau .. ot 11011111 oppoeition 1n Beu.oe .Ur.a. Br aa14 be 

may want our aalietanoe 1n aome way later 1n theae negotiationa: 

Bon.hanltl.ln D.Booenelt 
The Wh1 ta Houae. 

With warmest resnrda , 

Sincerely, ~ ~ ./J _ _ • ~ 
1 

64u,~4ft£1~ 

P.s .I wrote 70\1 tbat I2,000 were 1n the l&aroh ot 

the Demooraoiea a week aso yutardayJ I find trom tour aouroee,1nolud1118 

the British embesay whioh made a count , that the maber 1n line was tram 

3~,000 to :10,000. The '~~~SHah made 1t 38,000. 

.. 



-r ./--i/ 

.Jantia~o . I• overnber 9 , !941 

Dear h'r Pres l dent :-
l lnoloae herewith a translation of the rather 

remarhable lcttArf 1 have received from 1Jvas Cherif , the brothor-in- laK7 

of uana,wrltten from the Central l' rlson in ~io.drid , sllnreo out 1 have 

no doubt by one f the prison nuns or prirets to our Embassy ,und thence 

sent to me by pouch . 1 a m sure you will find it of groat interoat and 

roesibly not without some value to reflecting Lhe life In Spain ,now 

that the "army of liberation" is in control,and the people generally are 

starving. This man whom 1 ~new well , one of the great creative artists 

in the dramatic field , waa condemned to death as you know on the sole 

ground of his rspubllcanlam and his intimate friandship,.wlth Azana . 

I do not know that we intervened to save him , since .ieodell in sendi ng me 

the letter apparently had not the most remote noti on of hie identity. 

l know that some South American Republ ics who knew him through his 

artistic sch1evemente did intervene vigorously ano I have no~doubt t hRt 

is what saved hie life. You may be interested in the conditi ons as he 

dep1ote them. \leo in hie reference to Portugal . Also in his reference to 

you . l wish there were some way to let him know J have received the 

letter but 1 cannot endanger hie life . l have written Weddell t.hat should 

he or any of his staff ,who are absolutely discreet,ever visit the 

rrieon he might or ally inform him. 

The cold b l ooded tyranny and bloootbiret.Y cruelty of !-'ran co ,almost 

three years after the end of the ~panieb struggle has no equal in the 

records of either Hitler or hlussoli ni . Hie present attempt t o bully 



~r~nce into s ending hi r'the vener abl e ~urgo Cabell er o ,for tho f iring 

squad 1ie but addltion•>l rroo:f tha~ the gangsters in control in Spain 

have the i nsti ncts of the ordinary , or rather the extraordina ry aeaaseln . 

You wlll be interecHed in the outcorno of the l':ucharhtic Congress 

here ana i n the euoceae or failure of the t otal itarians under the 

agency of the ~ran i sh Embaesy in ~he at tempt to uee Rueel a t o bind the 

Church here t o the chariot wheels of the dictators. ~he Spanish are 

said to h~ve contributed 5C , CCO pesos toward the expeneee . ln adoition 

they had posters str uck reading , "Spai n , Chlle and Christ" which were 

pasteo on t he s treet oar s . They also or ganized a small group which on 

e very possible occas ion gave vivas for Spain . But the demonstration was 

always oonfi ned , a t least in my presence,to the little t r ained gr oup of 

rlayful perfor mers . Uore imrortant , some l aymens organization of 

reactionari e s here managed to have the ~ranish ~baeeador put on the 

program for a speech- -the only diplomat . I have failed t o find thnt he 

hue eroken .Certainly the rrees has been silent about it if ho d i d . ] am 

going to inquire
1
ai nce it seems rossiblo that the Cardinal on his arrival 

may have ve t oed that plan . ' 
1'athor 0 ' Barn was very popular • I not! oed on f ormal function occasions 

thnt he n~trao ted more attent on thon any one else except the ~ardi nal . 

1 really think 1 put on the beet , oortai nly the most noticed show , of 

any ~mbaasy . l f ave a di nner Friday night in O' Horas honor . l had 

thirty two men . And -- pleaae observe th i e - -1 had all the heads of tho 

Hierarchy of the Church in t.h ile , the t>rohbiehop of ~an tiago ,who 1B 

in line for a Cardinale hot , hie Chunoellor , h1s secretary , the priest of 

the Ca the oral , the other Archbishop of Chilo :>uborcaseaux ,'1'he lluno i o , 

the llunc1os s ecre tary, the heac of tho Jomi nury del Pontifi co , the 

Rec tor of the Cathol i c Un i ver eity , the Sub- Rector of t he Catholic 



Un 1 vera! ty , the Chaplain of ~he !:hilean ·rmeo ~·orcea • \rchbi a hop Caro , 

very old , very liberal , locking and acting ouch like ~ibbone , never gooe 

out a~ night but he came to my ainner . Not one of the high eooleei~etloa 

but accepted . And because O' Hara is Chaplain of the Arzny ,Navy ana Alb 

toroe , I had General J::eouoero ,Command er in Chief of the Arm.Y , General 

l aatro , Commander in Chief of Air, and Admiral Allard , bead of the Nav:r came 

up from Valparaiso for the dinner · Then l had Rossetti the roreign 

~ainistor wbom l made oo-host . ~ather Wlegel , .unerican rriest etatione<. 

here , of course wee present . 

The press report of tho dinner attrac t ed enormous attention and the 

Catholics are immensely pleased . Cruchoga was present ,and he laughingly 

said th'lt he did not see any communlllt--refcrl'ing to the fact that you 

ano 1 are con~uniete in the ~panieh ~roroganda . I warned him he hac not 

lool.ed behind the curtains and under the ohairs . 

tio l think we oame out better than any other Embassy ae far t &a as the 

Congress is conoer nod . 

One fine thing happened which l believe strengthens the Government here 

, eereoially the £resident • The Freeioent is ill , in bed . The Cardi nal 

oalled
1

of course1and wae admitted to see him · Be went thence directly to 

the chapel of the ~oneda Palace and prayed for the Presidents speeoy 

recovery · This , together with t he magnificent manner in whl oh the Gover n­

mont cooper ated to mal.o the Congress a triumph has probably bud effect t! 

on Rightests .. It ought to anyway • 

Hon . ~·rank:l1n D. Rooaevelt 
The llbi te House. 

. 71th warmest regards , 
ti1ncerell' 

EQe·4~~ 
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To l~r . Bowers 
Ambassa~or of the u.s . 

Sant iago , Chile . 

Pear Mr . Bowers: 

12-VIII-19~1 
Central Pri• on 

I 

Puerto ~e Santa Mori' 

I have written to you twice with the promise on the 
part of those who took the letters to ma il them in Buenos 
Aires . I deduce that t hey did not do so, as I have not 
had an answer. The amiability of your collea£ue in ~~drid 
permi te me to try for the third time "'i th certaint y. 

I will tell you about my rate since the lOth or July 
of l ast year . You will not know thatXWft~ft the Span1ah 
Pol ic e arree te~ me with the help or the Germans without 
the slightest demand tor extradition on the French Govern­
ment in company with Don Carlos Montille, ex-Charge d'A!fair 
in Belgrb~e and P~vana, and with Don Miguel Salvador who 
had held the same post in Copenhagen . I was informed that 
A~ana had applied to President Roosevelt that he should 
recomcend to hie Ambassador in Parle and he in his turn to 
Bordeaux our departure in an American ship . In effect I 
sent a telegram which undoubtedly never reached the Preei-
ent ir. view of the evasive a ttitudt' with which I waa 

received by the American Consul in Bordeaux, and a few doys 
afterward the Secr etary of Mr. Biddle , func t ioning as 
Minister for the then unoccupied zone , denied me the possi­
bility of talking with him, as well as being able to help 
the situation or President Azana and his family. 

Taken to Madrid where we were incoo~unicsdo in a sub­
terranean prison of the Puerto del Sol (the Old Ministry 
of the Interior) for 101 daya. Wt wtre taken before a 
summary urgent court martial , the twentyfirst of Oc tober, 
together with the ex-l•linister, Zugatagoi tui (who hs d been 
brought to the prison af t er us) and the newspaper man , Cruz 
Sali do, and the Austrian deputy, Teo Domiro Mene(ez , who 
wer e arrested in Bordeaux , and by chance brought with us -
the last two . Afterwards they also brought President Compeyne 
whom t hey took eecr etly to Barcelona, who was secretly 
executed in September, cdndemned t o deeth for for adhesion 
to the rebellion . My case being considered ~ore serious 
. n the prosecutors charge for havi ng suffered 1 the pernicious 
influence of the execrable Azana•. 

serra~o Suner arranged that Domiro Menendez should be 
condemned only to perpetual imprisonment . The lawyer and 
ot her family and friends succeeded in getting t he execution 
ror that nlght suspended on the grounds that the prosecutor 
had establi shed a category of responsibilities in whlch 
my two diploma t ic companions and I t13ur ed behind Dominro 
Menendez . The Minister of War, Varela took the case to 
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F'r~co when he returned from hl8 i nterview with Hitler . 

Franco asked why i n any c ase t hey had not shot the f 1ret 

two, eo zurazegoi~ui and Sruz Solido wer e ~xeouttd on the 

ni nth of Novemb~r . On the third Azana had died at 

Montauban in France. 

Our lawyer told me that Franco adduced t hat death to 

save my life , as justificat ion to those who asked my head 

of him a t any cost . Nevertheless we were not notified of 

the commuta t i on unt i l the fifteent h of J anuary . In the 

mPant l me in t he pr1eon of Porllco 1n Y.ad~id we sew go out 

in pe riodical g roups of t welve or eighteen a week s ixty 

some people . The Chapla i n of t he prison told me t hat i n a 

year and a half in that 9rison alone he had aeeisted (in 

executione) more t han two t housand . Somt had b!'en condemned 

for months. I n January ther e were 1~ . ~00 left wait i ng 

execution. At present 1t 1e calculs.ted there 

are 750 .000 or goo,ooo prisoners . ~ do not know whttht r 

that i ncludes those who are i n concentration camps . There 

are a l i ttle over 5,000 of us in t his pri son . We have been 

more than 6, 000 . The pri son had a normal capac ity f or 

600 . 'lie poli tical pr l&onf'rs who are in the g rea t majority 

~re given the same treatment as the ordi nary criminal s . 

During t he winter months one or two people a day have 

died of hunger , witr. the diagnos i s of heart f a ilure . In 

the street the same t hing hapoens , accor ding t o the nuns 

end monks who a re in char ge of the prison . Day before 

yest erday in Oa dlz they shot a doctor, a comQunist deputy, 

Dani ele Ortega who had been condemned in ~larch , whose 

s ent ence l supposed had been commuted . Wlt r. him twentyfive 

other people were shot. 

In s pi te of t he tremendous t error (t her e is a apeclal 

tribunal against the Masone ) t he Capt ain General of Sevilla 

has had to dlct~ e a special decree of repres~ion against 

the armed part l ee which e t Ul r emain ln Sierra Horena and 

ln t he mountains of Asturias . 

In spite of the t otal political organization of t he 

Liberal leftlete, the Reoubl ioan sentiment continues 

with the str ength unsuspected by t hos e who r ead only t he 

newspapers, and have only of f i c ial infor~atlon . Keep l n 

mind t hat only t he famili es of the Republ icans dead or 

prisoners r epresent i n round numb~re , anc I am being 

conservative (counting ten persons for each individual 

directly injured) some 12,000, 000. Mor e t han half or t he 

total population of Spsln . Everyone i nclud ing t~emeelvea 

has the l mpreee l on t hat the present rule rs will l as t ae 

long as the Gtrmans ar e in the P1r eneee •. I tell you t hle 

especially because I know to what a poi nt you r ealize 

end lnform~d Pr~slden t Roosevelt, what the ruin of the 

Spsnieh Repub lic signified for Eur ope end the wor l d . I r 



- 3 -

only the other Ambassa~ors then , the English and t he Freno! 
espec i a l ly , had seen a s clear ly as you I I understand 
that t he pre sent Amb6ssador of North America i n Madri d 
is pe rfect ly informed of the s ituation . Without any GalluJ 
Pol l at hand I can assure you t hat 751 at least of the 
Spanis~ . some t hrough knowledge, and the ma jority through 
natural instinct, which as you know is very sharp among 
the Spanish popular c~assee , ewe~rs by Churchill and by 
Roosevelt , particularly Roosevelt because he has known how 
t o define categorically the fundamental princ i oles of t his 
war for indivis i ble liber ty . Spai n is one of t he neural gic 
points and vita l f or Ameri ca "and Africa" . 

I personally was much interested by t he declarat i on 
made a f ew months ago by t he American Minist er in Tangi ers, 
and the mere affirma tion that America had neve r recognized 
de jure t he Prot ectorate . Per haps t h i s interested me 
more because of my direct Cherrlfian descent. I do not 
know i f you know t ha t my mother ' s g r eat grandfat her, son 
of the Sultan, r enounced hi s rights to the throne to becomE 
a Catholic , and t o marry i n Spain in 1769. One of his 
eons commanded as a Col onel in t he bat t l e of Balien against 
Naoo leon . 

The p~lic e have r e turned to me a lone or a ll my pa pe rs 
these f amily r ecor ds . 

I wish t hat you might s ay t o your Colle&gue , the 
Amba ssador i n Madrid, to what a po int it would be inter esti 
f or hi m to talk with me and my friends {al though few of 
them remain and those i n h i d ing i n Madrid . Some contact 
must be or ganized with our immi grants in America . 

I know that with a l l this I ~ risking my head a 
second time , if only it can be for somethi ng. vt herwiee 
I know that thirty yeat s of writing nove l s i n a dirty prise 
awe it me . Mr . Hoaree English a re fol l owing t he same 
prudent and short sight ed pol icy. They do not finish inform 
ine t hemsel ves ever . They are sure but s low. 

If you answer me t hrough your colleague perhaps I can 
g ive younews of real inte r est with r ela tion t o Portugal 
in particu lar. I do no t know if your col l eague in Madrid 
knows the confidence which beyond our r elat i onshio united 
me with my brother-in- law. My wife ~nd my sisters could 
not see t he Pres ident on t heir 1~ay t hr ough America t o 
Mexico, although t hey wanted to. They were ver y sorry . 

Put me at the feet of your wife . 
Your a lwa ys affectionate 

Cipri ano de Ri vas Cheri! 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 18, 1941 . 

MEMORANDUM 1!0R 

THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY 

I F ONE I S NECESSARY. 

F . D. R. 

Lett• r from i:.mbassedor D0W~1'::" 
enclc -'in"" copy of l tt• r t' the 
Under ..:>·'l'.·..:ta:q 'Jf ::..t< t . Lott"r 
deted Nov . 13 , 1?41. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Hovsnber 18, 194].. 

MEI40RANIXJM l"'R 

THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

'ro READ AND RETORN J'OR MY 

nr..xs. 

F. D. R. 

I tt •· t, the ? · 
1~b' s,,(J 1< r .t.l, Cl'v , ()· t 

r. ·l •..:il)J c J!Y of 1 tt 
L·;:, R · v . C r · f , t' · 

f ::z nu . 

DECLASSIFIEII 

U nt ~!.'JJ. 
..o •• l '0 I 1 u u()V . .. , ,"'T , 

.1: t tl 1:.. t t, r 
lir tl r - .:. .- 1 ' 

By Deputy Archiv i st of t he U.S. 

By W. J . Sicwur t Date FEB 4 1972 
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t~ "\ THE UNDER SECRETARY O F STATE 

~ WASHINGTO N 

November 19 , 1941 . 

~Y dear ~r . President : 

Thank you .for lett1ne me !lee t he a t tached 

l e tter to you fro•n Ambassador Bowers . I have read 

it with oe.rticula.r interest. In accordance with your 

request .c s.' r eturnin~ i t to you for your files . 

Believe Me 

F lly yours , 

Enclosures 

The President, 

The White House . 



I THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

I t we hayea' t &lreacb' dooe eo, I tbiol< we abould tiod a wa)' to expreea publicl)' our reoent.Mnt or the &rticle publiahed in TOO IIAG~IIB about tbe Preeident or Olile, 

HARRY L. HOPKINS 



• 

I 

-

GRACE: 

d.;4{.{W.. / 
/ Y-

THE WHIT E HOUSI! r \...4 J (') 
WASHINGTON \ ~ 

NoY, 2 4 1 1941 

Call up Welles and aek him t o 
send over t o me right away the fi l e on 
t he Time magazine art1ole about the 
President or Chile and I t hink I should 
Oall t hi s t o t he attention of t he press 
on Tuesday afternoon, t ogether with an 
ottioial apology wh1oh was neoeqeitated 
thereby. 

F. D. R. 



; 

/ 
T HE UNDER SECRE I"ARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

llovember 24 , 

My dear !lr . President : 

In accor dance with our conversation on the telephone , 

I am enclosing herewith the telegr aphic file on the 

TIME magazine question relatinz to t he Pres ident of Chile . 

As you will see in the telegram whi ch I sent to &~bas-

sador l3owers on November 20, I dtscussed t h is question 

with t he TII'.E people , namely, Felix Belair, wi th t he 

request tLat my message be communicated d lrectly to 

Henry Luoe . 

Let me say again that I feel t hat what you cave in 

mind t o say tomorrow will be tremendously helpf ul at 

this time . 

Believe me 

Enclosures: ~ Prom Santiago, J,ovember 19 
To Santiago, tlovember 20 . 
Froc Santiago, Uovember 21. 

The President , 

The \ 'lhi te House • 

, 



Santteao ,llo'YOmbor Z7 , I94l 

Doar ll.r Proaidont: -

I am inclosing a letter to Wollea sotti na forth 

the political ottlook 1n r otorenco to t ho e lec t ions . 

Your sta tement to tho prose made a magnificent impression her e .The 

epood with which you and Hull a otod wae splendid ainoe t he papers that 

announced Aguorro Cordaa death played up your statement e.nd Fbllla 

more conapicuoualy than anythina 1n tho i .. ue aaido tro:n tho report 

on tho deat h . 

g.. or yo.. here now ia paying tribute to tho dead Pros idont ,avon the 

Oppooition. He was l iterally killed by bia own party which forced 

cri oia attar cr1a1a upon him tor almost throe years because or ita 

h\ID80r tor jobs. F.e stood out coureaeoualy e.geinat its attempt to 

dictate to him. 

He waa an able JMn,a greet humnit ari an , an ardent Democrat , a true 

triend ot tho Onited States , and an 1ntenao idolator or yours. His 

aupreu II.Cbition was to ortoct reform. here similar to thoee • you 

ha'90 ottected 1n the States • And he had a noot disposition. Tho 

ettect of hie death on the masaoa hero 1e reallY I!IO'f1ng. li1a health 

wao shaken late laat ll\ll:l!ler. At hie oW!IOOr pl ace at Vina I eaw him then 

and I wee impreaaOd by his quaotion aa t o bow you stand up under the 

strain. When I t old him you stood up magnificently I waa really 1m-



~oaood by tho look or won4or 1n h1a eyea . I oonolu4od then that 

he . ... aurrer1ns under tho etra1no 

5on .J'rankl1n D.Rooenelt 
lluhillgton D.c. 

111 tb warmest ree;ardJo , 
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Santiftgo , November 27 , 1941 

Pear 14r . VTelles: 

The speedy ~ ction of the President and Mr . Hull Wlls 

tremendously i mpreosive hero nnd it was played up more then any 

other news aside troa the story of the President • s death. I t 

will hove ~ ~oat excellent effect. The reply or Mr. "Loose• woa 

Just 80 disgusting 88 the article in Time . ~, symp~thetic story" ! 

r~od r~d l The ~n has the r~ebbels technique down tine . 

Tho deeth o r •gui rre Cer da has caused a great emotional 

reaction here . The m~ss or the people seem really s t ricken , end 

tho opposition which has bean most offensive toward the President 

is loud in kindly comcents now. The great throngs that tod~y a re 

lined up for blocks tor the laying in state cay Clftke on impression 

even on the a rQY. 

The import~nt thing to us just now is the election, the m~nner 

or its conduct , and the selection or the cand idates . I shall 

follow this intensively and gather i l'forrnation fro!:! both Rights 

and Letts among men I can trust : I n vi ew o f the fact thnt the 

Popular Pr ont won the presidential election in 19)8 by 6 ,000 

majority and the congressional e l ection this ye~r by 60,000 , 

i ndications are thPt tho chancos ere strongly in r~vor of who-

ever he~ds the Populnr ~root ticket . This is up in the ~ir 

Ron. sumner Welles , 

Tho Undorsecret~ ry ot St~te , 

~aahington , D. C. 

because 
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because there ere oo many aspiring men among the Radica l s who , 

as I have written you before , impress me more than any other 

par ty es composed or mine- run politicians eager for office a t 

any price . lly f r ank opinion of the Radicals is fo r you a l one . 

The Radica l s are disturbed because of t he multiplicity of 

candid ates . Those now mentioned a s candidates for t he Popul a r 

Fr ont nomination a re f'zonzalaa , f ormer Minister to !"ranee ; Rios , 

who wanted the nominntion i n 1938; Dur an , president of t he 

Senate; !!arcella Hora , former head of the Bank " nd !lini ster of 

Foreign Affairs a nd l ater Fi nance; a nd Hernandez , Rector of the 

University a nd Mi nister of War. 

l'lhile I do not wi sh this to be t aken as the last word , my 

i mpres s ions on these men ar e a s follows: 

r~nzales: He is s a i d to have initi a ted t he Popul a r Fr ont 

in 1936 . He has been described to me even by Guzman, who seems 

fa vorable to his candidacy , as demagogic a nd excitable, and the 

Opposition insist that he is '' "communist" , by which they may 

mean that he is a liber a l a nd favors an el ectora l combination , 

ea before, with the communists . Re is considered by the con­

servatives, not using the word in its party sense , a s an 

extremist . Guzman says he hopes that his experience abroad may 

have t oned him down. But as n~ttere l ook now, I have a hunch that 

i n the event or his nomination the Oppos i t i on will attaok him as 

a communist anO that this 11111y possibly impress the ar my. His 

attitude toward us I do not ye t know. 

Rios 
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Rios: He is an able man , very ambitious, and ha wea rather 

bitter when he lost the nomiMtion to o\guirre Cerlla in 19)8 . He 

belongs to the extreme Right ''ling or the Radicals anll personally 

I have the reeling thAt he is so rar to the Right that it may 

require a misorosoope to differentiate his position from th~t or 

a totalitari an. In a convera11ticn with Ulan Hayden , the news­

paper men , within the last ten da7s , he asked whet the re~otion 

or the United States would be should the 3rmy take over . Hayden 

replied that he had no poesible aeons of knowin& but that he 

suspected that suoh an ~otion would be interpreted popul1rly Bt 

least as a nazi ooup . He aaye be is an admirer or the United 

States but al l oandidatea will say that just now . I do not know. 

Duran : He is president or the Senate . I have met him 

severa l times and he has rtined at the Emba ssy . I had eusumed , 

without having beard anything one way or the other, that he was 

pro- \merioan . I was shocked therefore recently v:hen I wee told 

that in a private conversation he had said that Chile's interest 

was with r-er~ny rathe r than with the United States . He belonged 

to the qight wing or the Radicals . Be does not ~mpreas me as a 

str ong man . 

Mora : A very charming, honduooe man , with a Cerrlan wire , 

who is 11n opportUllist . He woe friendl y Ylhen he was 111n111t.or or 

Foreign AfAirs but he alw~ye iMpressed me BS B ~~n en~er to get 

everyt hing possible from uo without giving us anything aucb i n 

return 
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return. When hie intimate essoci~ te , 4lamos , was ~nister or 

Foreign 'ffairs , the Nazi crowd was in clover ond I am positive 

that tlacos was ~irected entirely by Uora who had become very 

open in his bitterness against us on tho refusal or the five 

mil lion bank credit . It was during this period that tho Nazis 

•ron victory after victory, \he P=ewalt bu !nasa, the oiling and 

provisioning or the r.erman ships here , the return or tho l)eraan 

consul a t Valpareioo , etc . He has since cooled down and is very 

friendly but I do not trust hia. He may not be anti-~crican but 

he is not pro- ~merican and his relations with the enemy are much 

too friendly to suit me . However , he is not a strong man and I 

do not think he will be nominated. 

Hernandez ; For many years Rector or the University nd a 

olooe friend or hguir r e Cerda . He seems moat friendly to us 

and un · uestion~bly he is soundly democratic . We had selected 

him as ono or the three outstanding Chilean educators to be sent 

to the United States and be was beside hictsolf with joy over the 

trip . He oame to thank me on the morning or the dey he was again 

made llioiater at mi dnight . He was go ing to Washingt on and he 

wished to sea you and others . 

He has been described to me sa a very ambitious can with 

a great capacity tor simulating indifterenoe tmiob holds orr 

ene:nies , When l!inis ter o f War before , he bad the complete 

confidence and respect ot the a rmy. He has everyone ' s r espect 

i n 
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i n tact . I heer t ha t hie s election tor Minister or war at 

midni gh\ the ni ght it seemed tho President's lito hung on a 

thread , was made at t ho •onoda when the ranking office rs of 

t he a r my were there end tbot they insisted that he be made 

llinister or •var. He is not yet openly a cendidate but there ia 

a s trong movement on toot to put b1 m in the r ace by people who 

bel i eve that he , better then any other , would r econcile the 

differ ent g r oups , and who know that in the event of his e l ection 

the nrny would prevent any Nazi move egainat b1m. 

"le shall know more about the pol itio"'l Uno- up next weak . 

~a to t he Opposition oond!dnte: One ntory th~t coc ee to 

~e rroo ~ good eource i s that in the nvent ~nznlos is noninated , 

the Opposition will nomin~te \leosandri . Thia would m~ke it a 

oean and dangerous campaign since Aleasandri would attack r~nzales 

as a "communist" end r.onzoles would 'lttsok ~lessnndri li B a Nazi , 

end the two extremes ..-auld be bro•Jght to the tore and democracy 

overl ooked , 'l'his would creat e a s1 tus t i on thnt fi t o in with the 

uaulll NAzi pattern in Europe . 11y inf ormant 1J11pliea that 'leseen­

dri woul~ not be nominated unleso ~nzales is . 

However, ~lessandri is ver1 ~ggressively soekin~ the 

Opposition nomination . 1 sent you recently his vor" ren'lrkable 

i nterview in tho Na?i- f i neoood 9nper here whioh certainly was 

unfriendl y to us and ooet partial to the ~~zi eleront . He said 

be greatl y admired tho United 9tetes , in low tone~ , and then 

t.hrowing 
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throwing himself into • fighting mood he added that , however, 

be did not propose tbet any nation s hould cake a • va ssal" of 

Chile . There was no occeai on for that and it works i n per­

f ectly with the Nazi propedanda bare . ~nan asked what the 

art'ect on Chile or a Hitler tri umph "'Ould be , be said "None at 

ell . Its all communist s tut't . • And when asked how he felt 

about the "persecution• hare of l".arman "citi?.ens•• , be said it 

was oll the wor k or the "communists" . 

But lleseandr i ' n principles oan obi ft as rapidly sa events. 

I wrote you of his sudden a rdent flirtatio n with me . I thought 

at the time that this came t'rom his decision to seek the pr esi­

dential nominetion . r.uzcan now tel~s r o a remarkable stor y : 

The other day !\lessandri went to nuzman •a house to e:xpr eos h1a 

indignati on because he had been take n out ot of fice . ~uunan 

said to me that hi s evident hope was to align him in rooentment 

against the Popular Front end with him. Guzman emilad and said 

he was not caught . Not content wi t h that , Alessandri ' s son , the 

s enator , t hen went to Guzman 's house to urge hi e rather on him. 

OUunan r efer red to the anti- deoocratio interview whi ch the son 

prushad aside ae meaning nothing . 

BUT while auddanly beoo=ins friendly to our people , he is 

also willing to make t riemlo with our anemi ee . Thus at a funera l 

t he ot her day he ostentatiously became reconciled with von ''area s , 

the Nszi l eader here, shaking bands with hiM in the presence or a 

multitude . He bed put Von Mareae in jail et t he time of the 

shooting or the racists youth i n the lest days ot' the 4lasesndri 

administration 
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administ ration, You oan reach your own conclusion sa to the 

depend ,...,111ty o f 4l e aaandr1. My own i mpression is that be 

will play both ends against the Di ddle . 

I sha l l try to keep you i ntimately infor med as events oome , 

I think I have given you ~n objective r eport on the present 

candi dates and outl ook . 

I am taking the liberty of sending a copy ot this letter 

to the President to f acilitate any discussions you May have 

with him about the situation her a . 

'it h warm regards , 

Sincerely , 

P.s . Rossetti !Inc! Nie to both tell ne th8t • roru\a told 

them thnt the Chilean Acbeaaador in Rio is a bad a ~ , • nd 

~oseetti sa~d psrenthetioall· that soon "Carlos n4v1l!1 will 

be my ~bassador in Rio . • Ta<e it or le~ve it . 

\ 



- 7 -

admi ni s tration. You oan reaoh your own oonoluai on a s t o the 

depe nd .. '>ility or Al eaaendri. ly own i opre asion is tha t be 

will play both enda ega 1ns t t he middle . 

I shal l try t o keep you i ntimately i nf or med aa event s oome . 

I t hink I ha ve given you an ob j ecti ve report on the pr esent 

candi dates and outlook. 

I am t aki n& t he liberty o r se nding a oopy or this l etter 

to the President t o r aoilitate any di aousaiona you May have 

with him a bout the situat i on her e . 

Wi t b wa rm r egs rd s , 

Stnoerel y , 

P . S. Rosse t ti 'lnd Niet o both t ell oe that r anha told 

t hem tha t t he Chi l ean Acbaasador in Ri o is a bed e~, ~nd 

Rosset t i said psr&nthetioally that s oon "Carlos !lhila wil l 

be my anbansador i n Ri o.' Take i t or l eavo tt . 

\ 
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[TRANSLATipN] 

ROA - 3 

1941 Nov 29 PM 11 28 

WB820L CHS130 Santiago Chile 67 29 2206 

Hi s Excellency . 
Franklin D. Roosevelt , 

Preeident of t he United Stat es of America, 
Washington , D.C. 

In the name of the Government and people or Chile 

I thank Your Excellency very sincerely f or your state­

ment of deep condol ence on tne death of His Excellency 

Pedro Aguirre Cerda, President of the Republ i c of Chile 

CTeronimo Mendez 
Vice President of Chile . 

Tr: :HSF' 





......... ·-·- ····-·· 

RECEIVED AT 1112 CONNECTICUT AVE .. WASHINGTON. D. c .. AT"----=·- -rTANDARD TIME 
WB82CL CHS130 SA NT IACOCHI LE 57 29 2206 1941 NOV 29 PM II 28 
EXCMO SR FRANKL IN D ROOSE VEL T 

PRES I DENT DE LOS USA DE AMERICA 

'IIASH INGTON DC 

EN NOMBRE DE L GOB I ERNO Y PUE BL O CHILENOS COMA ACRADEZ CO MUY ' 3 1NCERAMENTE 
A V E SU SENTIDA MAN-t:FES TAC I ON DE CONDOLENC I A POR LA MUERTE . DEL EXCMO SENOR ' ~ PEDRO AGUIRRE CERDA COMA PRESIDENT£ DE LA REPUBLICA DE CP I LE STOP JERONIMO 
MENDEZ COMA VI CE P~ES ~~NTE DE CH ILE / 

'\ 

I I 

Telephone: National 2600 
rw. U!WN- Tn Itt 

I 
To aecu~ .prompt ACtion on lnq"' ·tu. t.hle orhrinat RAI IHOCR.A~f ahould be p.reH.nted at the omce o R C. A. CO.NM USJCATIO:o-:s. lnc: , telephone lnqulrle• • tuote th• number preceding the place or oriKI• 
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I n reply rer rr to 
RA 

My de~r Mr. PreeLdent: 

D EPARTM E NT OF &TATE 
WA BH INQ TO N 

November 29 . 1911 

Reference ls mede t o your memore ndum of Nov~mb• r 18, 

1941 , enolo£ln{' P letter dl' t~d Novembt-r 13, f r (l:n Ar.lb~>seedor 

Bower e. 

There 1£ ~nclosed o surgeeted r eply for your con~tders-

1f you npprove . 

ul l y yours , 

Enclosure a: 

1. To ~~brssador Bower s , 
November 22 , 1941 . 

2 . From A:~bll ssedor Bowers , 
November 13 , 1941 . 

The Pre o1dent , 

The Whtte Rouse. 
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Dear Mr Preeident: -

DIVISION OF 

Se.nt1880 ,NoTember 

I inclose a letter to Welles setting torth in some 
detail my impressions ot the political situation here ,in which you 
may be intrrested .I need add nothing now . There ia complete serenity. 
Only the extreme Righteete ot the lunatic fringe ot the Opposit ion, 
which ie more or lese pro-totalitarin,and ,ot course the Nazis a nd 
Falangiete , try to atir up turmoil but aa tar ae the public ie concerned 

~~ they have not yet made much ot an impression. ,. 
Last night , the day ot hie arriTel,Aranha gave a "intimate dinner" at thf.. 
Brazilian Embaaey which waa confined to the members ot the Brazilian 
Embaaey atatt ,Rosetti and the Sub~inieter Ruiz and Nieto , the 

political advieor,with only Cruchaga and myeelt beeidee. I am sure ycu 
will agree that there 1e eame significance in my inclusi on t o the 
exclusion ot all other .A.merican diplCIIIII.te. Be del1Tered quite a long 
eulogy on me t or the benefit ot all e.uemblt' and reached a climax by 
saying that you had spoken to him about me in terma ot intimate 

tr1endahip . It you did not it 1a worth something to have had him say 
eo,and it you did not ,you ahould! At any rate it made a Yery decided 
impression on Rosetti and the Foreign Ottice crowd. 

Hon .Franklin D.Rooeevelt 
The White House. 

With warmest regards , 
Sincerely , 11 .4. _ ~ ~ liCit 1 • ,., .. ~~- -



D11 .. b.r 1, 1941 

Dear Claude: 

Thank 70u tor 70ur letter ot November 13 en­
oloa1ng the one ot the eue date addre .. ed to 
Mr. Vellee. The Chilean political eituation will 
ot oouree be greatl7 atteoted b7 the death ot the 
Preeident, ~oae loaa I einoerel7 regret. 

. Your deeoription ot the vieit or Aranha to Chile 
and ite etteote on Roeeetti wae moat 1ntereet1ng. 

Ver,y a1noerel7 70ura, 

The Honorable 
Claude G. Bowere, 

Aaerioan Aabaeeador, 
Santiago. 

..... 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Daccmbar ~ . 1941. 

M.FlAORANDUU FOR 

THE UNDER SECIL.'TARY OF STATE 

TO PRU'ARE Ri!PLY FOn WY 

SIGNATURE IF YOU DEEM IT NEC!SSAR! . 

J . D. R. 

L tt r fr..>m 1 b 
to tl11.3 Pres i d n~ , 1 L 



Santiago December 8 ,1941 

Dear Mr President:-
The stupidity ot the Japanese in making the 

a t tack hea bad a tr111111ndous ettect 1n Chile and certainly serves 

to unity our people at home behind a resistance by i'orce . You will 

recall that our agreements here and pres umably through South America 

were that 1n tba event any one ot the Ameri can na tiollB were attacked 

tbey would all make oomT.on cause • No one can question now who made the 

attack • 

I tind the Government here acting on the theory that Chile is 1n and 

' 
as an ally .Rouetti was up until 2 this morning arranging with the 

armed torcea and police and secret service about protecting our mines 

trom aabatoge . He is to give out a public statement this evening . 

The pr ess ,even the Ri ghtest presa ,which bas been cagey heretofor e 
I 

comes out today with the declaratiollB that continental solidarity and 

t he support ot the United States is now imperative • El Mecurio says 

t hat the fiction of neutrality must be a• bandoned • I n brief thus tar 
I 

Government and press are squarely with ua . 

The at t ack serves us again in that candidates tor the presidentia l 

nomination here who have hid behind neutrali~ or silence no longer 

can stand mute . Juan Ant oni o Rica comes out squarely today tor 

cloeerst support tor the United states . Gonzales prevaiusly had done 

so . Those are the leading candidates. 



Yesterday Ibanez had his public meeting and made a speech in which he 

harped on the need of "discipline" and "order"--whsn there is no 

dieorder,--,thus giving a weak imitation of the speeches of Hitl er , 

Llussl olini and Franco • He also amuses me by eaying that this country 

does not want any "totalitarian COI!IIm!Dhm" • You note be does not say 

any tote.litarianism, since that would be ageint the Nazis,tbe racists 

and Fenlengista • However Rossetti tells me that Ibanez has an in-

consequential following ,which I believe . But should the Conservatives 

and Liberals 1n a moment of stupidity decide to support him he might 

become a dangerou.s contender • I understand you discussed him with 

Cruze Coke and you will knOll whether he t a lked as though it were 

possible his party would support this totalitarian or l!azi . 

The Jafpanese attack has cleared the air remarkably here and 

now it should be much easier • 

I epare you more this time . You must be overwhelmned 

the last two days . • Hulls flaming denunciation of the lies of the 

Japanese note made to the face of the Japanese Ambassador was printed 

conspicuously here and has made a fine impression. 

Hon .Franklin D.Roosovelt 
The IVhi te House . 

i'lith we.rmost ree;1rds , 
Sincerely , 

~~~~~ 
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Santiago ,Docomber 11 , 1941 

Dear Mr President: -

I incloao a copy or a letter to ~ Wolloa which moy 

be ot interest , The reaotiona hera haTe boon boycn4 ~ hopes • Roaaotto 

baa oroaao4 tho Rubicon with a bang an4 hila gena tho limit with us . 

In Congress an4 i n tho Council ot ~inistero ho defeated a feebl e 

opposition trom tho Nods and tho timid . Tho prose is with ua --all 

except that eubsidizod by tho Corman Embassy• All tho dipl omats from 

South and Central An:erica haTe co:na to 1:10 with otrero or ell coopora-

tion except tho .>.mbaoaador .tram Argentina who ia a llazi and our eno=v, 

an4 tho Ambassador trom Peru who i s a nice old follow who se~ arr&od 

or his shadow and whooo wito thinks that Franco io a aaint trom heaTon 

eon t to eave t ho Church tr<lll> such people ae A zane. . He i s not age.ina t 
a-

uo but he i s not t.p6llar ot etrength . Tha Span.ish Ambassador and tho 

French J.!inistor nry cool when I ran into them in tho reception room 

ot the Foreign Min i ster yesterday • I had t hroe coetinga with Roaootti 

yesterday ,the .last at 9 l aat night • He foueht throueh a ratificat ion 

ot tho agroolll8nts or Lima,Panama and Babana in tho Senate night batore 

loot. Yesterday ho pushed hie sol idarity with tho United States 

pronouncenent in the CouneU or l.!inistera throut:h ,and then carried 1t 

lomodiatoly to the Sonata whore ho auccoodod aga inst oppoeition trom 

ooma pro~'7azio and Conaonathoa in gattina apprOTIIl . Today in a pubLic 



-
banquet tor the new Bol1T1on Ambaaoador ho made a really mili tant 
apeooh which aatoniahod many present by ito audacity. Very cloverly 
ho droTe tho ConoorTatiTos(Cburch party) to oilonco ,ao outlined i n 
tho lot tor to Welloe 

All-Amarioan cables in!om me t hat lost night whoa an &"'Jlloyao wee 
loa.ing t ba ottioo be waa approached by a well droaaod tr.an apealcing 
perfect Spanish with tho otter tirat ot ~ pesos o day tor copioe or 
our cablu and than be raised it to 1000 a day. Tho ClaD thought him a 
spaniard· 

Your spoooh eaoe OYer splendidly and made a protound impreaaion • 

::On Jre.nklin D.Rooaevolt 
'i'ba 'llhi to House 

l'lith wai"IIl8st r ogardo , 



Santiago, December 11, 1941 

For manifeet reaaona all the moat iaportant eYenta here la.Ye been reported b7 telegraph, th1e week. There are phaaea howeYer that I t hink ahould be expl ained to you ver7 confident1allr. The long t elegram I aent on the lOth needa ao .. aaplifioat l on. I do not plaoe abao-
l ute oonfidence now 1n anr one here, and Roeaetti, baa been an opportuniet, but he hae been inalatent on h1a s upport of t he Unit ed Statee and he gave nuaeroua pr oofa or h1e e1noer1tJ before Aranba oaae. Since then, however, he baa been aore open and audaoioua. Be tella •• that he reached an agreement vi th Aranha to aot i n abeolute oon­rormlt7 vith Brazi l and the Onlted Sta~ea. 

With the action of Japan, he oertalnl7 acted vith dec ision and eff ect. Sundar night he va s a t the Moneda until alaoat three glvlng 1netructione to all the armed f orce• and poll ee about t he protection ot our propertr agalnet aabotage. Be then di d what no ot her Minister baa had t he courage to do, - he ~ent before t he Senate and f aced a f ight on the ra t ification ot the agreements of Lima, Panw and Havana. He tella me he v~a questioned and at tacked b7 the Nazis and a por t i on ot the ConeerYa­tiYee who reviewed eoae di f t lcultiea Chile hae bad about prl.aar r mater ial , etc. Be vaa eaked t o c ite one pieoe ot defenoe aaterial that hae been aent here. Well, he won. Ther ratiried it , but it va e a t1gbt . 

Be then put hlaeeU aquarelJ on our elde in the Japaneee oont1iolt and prepared a poHoy declaring f or abaolute aolidarit7 with tba United Statee. Be had f1ret to fight thla out vlth the Council ot Mini sters. leaterday afternoon be told •• of hie experience there. Pedregal was ver1 ugl7, ver r aour at ua, beoauae the Foaento Corporati on hae been 

The Honorable 
S_.r Wellee 

Onder s ecret ar7 or St~~e, 
Waah1ngt on, D. c. 

unable 
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unable to buy primary material; beoauee ot the oopper 
matter and the loan renewal matter on which he aeema to 
teel rather bitterly. Even Schnake aeemed aour because 
ot the treatment ot t he romento Corporation, which after 
all ia a governmental organi~ation created constitutionally 
bJ Congress. The Minister o f Agriculture tooj a fling at 
Rosaetti 1e partiality tor our oauae, using Chile's inability 
to g et eesentlal eteel wire. The atmoaphe%'€ was very bad. 
Roaeetti made a tight and at one point threatened to reaign 
unleae his propoaiti&n was accepted and Mendez, the Vice 
Preeident sided with him. 

When he told me this he was dreading, or pretending to 
dread, going befor e Congress i n the •ening to get a ratifi­
cation ot the deciaion ot the Council since he said he knew 
he would be attacked along the aame line, and because it 
aaked what he bad in writing that promiaed aid to Chile it 
she were at tacked as a result, he bad no t hing. In the tight 
in Congress over the ratification ot the agreements he was 
directly asked, and he confes sed to me that hi blurted, 
saying that he had the promiae thue. He expeottd to be asked 
again last night and he aaked me to ge t something trom 
Wa shington. I told him it would hardly be possible to get 
a reply before six o'clock. But f eeling the aituatlon too 
aerious to leave him unarmed, I told hia I would send him a 
note he could use it absolutely neo~saary, pending a reply 
trom Washington. 

He aent tor me again a t 81}0. I tound him in hilarious 
good humor and proud as Luc ifer tor he had triumphed over the 
opposition in the Sen~te wher e again he was at t acked b1 
the Naaiz and at tirat by the Conaervativee. He was asked 
it he had anything tormal and in writing . He barked at them 
that he had, dived into his pocket and waved my letter without 
reading it or t•lling the• it waa trom me . It had 
the deaired ettect ot el~noing them in that point. Then he 
took the ottenaive agai6et the Conaervativea - the Church 
party. He told them the iasue was very ai.aple - whether Chile 
propoaed to take her atend, whether Chilean Catholics 
intended to take their at and, tQr the white man'a Christianity 
or the yellow man'• paganism. ~ aaid he knew there was a 
pre Judice againet the United States beoauee ot t he Ameri can 
tina.noitre, but that tinanc1era were unpopular the world 
over, anO those in Chile were the eame ae those in the States. 
But he aaid there are 20,000 ot theae in the United Statea 
with a population ot 140,000, 000 people. And among these 
140,000, 000 there were 4o,ooo,ooo Catholics. He asked the 
Catholic party it it propoaee to take ite etand with the 
Pagan Japs againet the torty 111ll1on oorel1gion1ata in tha 
Btatee. Thus be ailenoed the Coneervatives. But it was a 
tight. And he won. 

II ow 
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Row I have oome to t he oonoluaion that the iaeue i nvolving 
the war ia of the utmoet i mportanoe here now, overshadowing 
all other• involving diffe rence• a e to a oney. I have diecueeed 
i t with members of the etaft , inoluding Brooke. We have dont 
our utmoet as t o copper and t he loan, and I t hink t hat muat 
b t admitted by t he copoer and bank people. But I am sure t he 
t ime has come to cons ider whe t her under- t he circumstance• in 
Chile now, we can • ont1nue to etand against t he Government's 
propos i t i on as to copper. And I would not be eo sure t hat 
the Government's loan propo sition is eo possible but for the 
taot t h&t the Bank here l eft no doubt in the mind or Pedregal 
that i t was not an impossible proposition. You may be sure 
if wt do stnnd pat it will be ueed agsinet thoeein the Gov~rn­
ment lfho are our fri ends . 

There i s another explanat i on of Pedregal 1 s bi tterness 
i n the Council. Roeeett i complained to me that Horace Graham 
had been very offensive to Pedrega l and to Chile and had 
quarreled with h im vi olently . It pr eeent ed me with a deli cate 
problem which was solved that night when Graham told me on 
his own, and with evident eat i s t aoti on. Pedregel had made 
some observation• which Graham111et with the etatement t hat 
it waa •a cockeyed etat ement 1 and tha t be and Chile are • chiselers•. 
Apparently, Judging by what Graham told me, i t was a vi olent 
quarrel. I cannot think t ha t 1uch a quarrel with t he Govern-
ment her e when t ha t Government was determining ita way policy 
wae wiee . But , unhappily in t his oaee , Graham i s an able and 
moa t useful fellow to us , and he, too, is proud as Lucifer and 
eeneitive . I merely told hi m that Roaaetti had informed me 
and that Pedrega l had been very bitter about it i n hhe Counci l. 

I banez ie out wi t h hie full etatement, a run fledged candi­
date, and on a platform clearly Nazi i n tone and purpose. AB 
I tel egraphed, General Escudero told me a t my houee on Monday 
evening t hi.t he knovs thr·t I banu .' e candidacy h backed by 
the German, Italian and Epanieb Embatsiee wi t h an abundance 
ot money; t hat Ib~ez s pends much ti~e at the GermanClub, the 
~•eting place or the Nazi oont pi r • tors; and t hat he i s very 
thick with Von Mareee . 

So the 1eaue it clear ly drawn in the elections. 

Cruz Coke hae announced his oandi~acy tor the Rightist 
nomination. Ve know he it eat i &faotory to ut . Some or the 
R1ght itt are not happy about it einoe they r esent hie liberalitm 
and h11 independence. ~t everyone, even 1noludi ng theee , agr•• 
that he would get aore vote• than any o t her Conserva tive oanddi­
~ate. 

It et ill looke like J uan Ant onion Rice 11 i n t he lead but 
you will know before th1e reaohet you. Gonzalez had been badly 
handi capped by not reac~ing Chile until the pr e- conventi onal 
campaign it half over. 

It 
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It Rios it nominated Senator Lstlte, Communle t leader i n the Senate, told Ceoil Lyon, who was on a boat with bl~ r·Pturning trom Magellan, t hs t the Communis ts mi ght ablltain trom voting. 

Gener a l Eeouder o ia afrai d that 
no one can ~et a majority ot all thP 
throw the elec tion into Congre~e and 
t hat t he bit t erneee may b e such that 
inevitable. 

with three cand i~ atee 
votes which would 
i n that eTent he teart 
trouble will be 

I dis cussed frankly with h i m our mie g iv1nge t hat s hould our enemies get control ot the Government it would not be so tweet to ha~e arms or war material sent here by us used aga inst us. e said that could not hap~en without a civil war and that in the event or a o1v11 war we should want our trlenc'\ s , who woul d h&.ve the mat nrlal, welli equipped a g1 inet the common foe. 

This background informat ion may be usetul. 

Wi t h ~armest regards, 

Sl noerely, 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 20, 1941. 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

THE UIDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY 

FOR MY SIGNATURE. 

F. D. R. 

Letter to the President from 

Ambassador Bowers, dated December 

15 , 1941. 



sa.ntiago ,December 2I , I94I 

Dear Mr President: -
As you know I have always insisted that the dangers 

from the tot alitarian enemy are geater here than in any other nat ion 

i n South America and for reasons set forth . I still think so, 71e have 

reasons to believe that orders have gona out to all the nazi agents to 

concentrate hera . And the death of Aguerre Cerda and the resulting 

elections opens the way f or all manner or things , 
,s 

I am reluctantl y bothering you with this note because of Ibanez telegram 

to Carlos Davila promising him the ambassadorship in rrashington, saying 

he is friendly to us, compla ining that many here think otherwise ,and 

'S asking him as his unofficial ambassador to reassure~us as to Ibaenz 

position. I think there is a touch or Nazi or t otati *-rian impudence in 

this . 

For more than two years Ibaenz has figured a lways in all the talk or a 

Fifth Column and Nazi coup d'etat , He made one attempt f by force to 

overthrow the constitutional government in 1939 . 

Our information is that he is being partly financed by the German and 

Spanish Embassies ;that the pro-Nazi Bank of Chile has contributed two 

mill ion pesos to his fund ;that a month ago he had a conference with the 

brown shirt Counsellor of the German Embassy,von Pockhsmmer,at Vine del 

t.ler;that he is on t he most intimate terms with von L:Sreee the fannt1o 

open leader of the nazis here and a bitter enemy of the Uni t ed States , , 



at.nd that he has been seen a t a late hour emerging trom the German 

club here where the nazi nlots are hatched • 

I know that in none of his speeches or tull page and double page press 

advertisements has he given expfeesion to one ,,,_,_ word indicating 

the most remote sympathy with the policy ot continental defence and 

solidarity,and not one word favor able to the United s tates . He ie the 

only candidate in the field ot which this can be said . 

There are unmistakable indications that he has a slush tund ot unpre-

cedented proportions for Chile ,and t his earl y in the campaign he is 

using full page and double page advertisements daily i n all t he po.pars 

and bas been able to buy time on severa l radio etatione tor daily hhat s • 

In addition the two openly Nazi papers here are suppo ·ting him 

warmly while att acking the Government • 

This is the situation at the present . What he may do later is on the 

lap of the gods , There are many who might support him but for the tear 

that because of his well known views and associates we might in the 
I I 

event of his eleotion
1
shut ott supplies for Chile • I think his droll 

telegram to Davila was meant tor home use to reassure these doubters , 

The Radical candidate Juan lntonio Rios has come out 

strongly for solidar ity in international affairs with us,and he has a 

substantial support trom tba Chileans of means . l:fe is openly an enelllY of 

the communists and can scarcely get their votes .This would not be so 

bad it he could get the Socioliets votes;but the Sociolists have been 

fed up with the twisting and turning ot the Radicals who brought on 

their own President every single crisis or his regime ,and these finally 



killed him, tha t they have nominated Schnake • 

Schnake is running as a nat i onalist candidate ,not as the candidate only 

or his party.Re is generally conceded to be by l ong odds the beat 

qualified ot the candidates and I hear this trom many strong Con.eervati'Yes 

and b4!wdy,L1berala In tact I hear that he may have very strong support 

from t he Liberal party . He i s a personal triend ot Cruz Coke ,also a 

candidate ,and I know there is much talk in inner circles about the 

poss ible unification or the Cruz Coke and Schnake forces it tho situat ion 

justifies it , I also hear tram many quarters that with more than two 

candidates i n the field the election will be thrown into Congress where 

Schnake will have the best ebanos • 

Cruz Coke •s candidacy is trowned upon by thet element ot theCinservati'Ye 

party which i s pro-nazi at heart ,and prone to support Ibanez ,but his 

party will act today or tomorrow • I t i t does not nominate Cruz Coke he 

will continue in the reoe as an independent . 

Thus Rios ,Schnake or Cruz Coke are trienda ot ours . I would rate them 

as to the sincerety of their friendship with Schnake and Cruz Coke 

one par,and Rios a bit behind but dependable, Thora i s one candidate who 

impresses me as tha Nazi oa.ndidate, Ibanez ,and he will have all the money 

he requires. Rios will have money too ,but lese. Schnake and Cruz Coke 

our best triends ,will h.'lve t o depend on sane thing other than money 

Fernando di l os Rios bas been to the house s everal times ,and he i s 

lecturing bore at the University ,sponsored by the Vi ce Rector , tbe son ot 

Aleua.ndri • I handed him a copy ot your t elegram on the day the Beasts ot 



IAdrid sentenced him t o thirty years i n prison for beins e republican and 

,es I read between the lines , a ~aon,though I do not know that be is one 

There is a lot ot i rony in the world today, 

With warmest regards , 

HOn .Franklin D ,Roose~elt 
\'laahinton D, C,The 11hite Houae . 

P.S . Lest you set a wrong impression I may add tha t we of the Embassy 

are expressing no opinions here r egarding t he candidates ,e.nd ,of course , 

e.nythins said openly here by the Emba.ssy or by the Goverll!Mnt in 

lfaahinston would throw us open to the charge ot interfering in the 

internal politics ot Chile, 



... 

Santiago,Decsmber 24 ,I94I 

Deer Mr President : -
I sm inclosing a l etter to Mr Welles that may bo ot 

interest to you since it pertaina t o tho contorence at Rio and same 

views thereon by Rossetti. 

The election situ.ation hero is still complicated but certain things 

stand out 11ko at- pike statt to me . First) and most important
1

is the 

f'act tba t all the organized Hazi torcos a re behind the oandi daoy ot 

Ibanez;all the papers subsidized by the German Embasoy are ardently 

supporting him • I am not surprised that quito a number ot our repro­
~ sentative ot business down here have been t rying to eell him to me

1
but1 

being a "red" they have not suooeoded , though I am s aying nothing on the 
I 

sub j ect beyond observing that in none of his speeches has Ibanez yet 

expressed any interest in continental securety end detence,muoh l ess 

solidarity with the United States • 

A portion ot the Conservatives and Liberals,tbe oppositi on partieiiiJ is 
I 

eaSDr to support him. This is the extrsme Right element whiob i s nazi at 

heart .The very rioh mostly a re tor him. He has an e normous slush tund , 

judg ing f'rom t ho tact that tbie earl y in the C8Jll411gn he 1e appeari ng 

daily i n tull page and oven doublef page advertisements in the prose . 

He oannot be sleeted in my opini on. He certa inly cannot set the 

support ot more than a portion of' the Conservative and Liberale; probably 



sixty per cent o:r the Conservatives and thirty per cent o:r the. Liberals . 
~ 

Since the last elections show the-op-posit i on 60,000 to the bad I cannot 
;\ 

figure his election . 

The Conservative reactionaries trown on Cruke Coke because he is too 

h1.1118nitar ian • It still remains to be seen what they will do , Up to this 

u:oment there seems 11 ttle doubt that both Cruze Coke and Schnake will 

remain in the field ae independent nationalist candidates and I have heard 

from the inside that they will join torose in favor ot the one showing the 

1110st strength• One of the strange features o:r the situation 1a the fact 

that among conservative business men there is great admiration and respect 

tor Schnake as the best qualified man in the field· 

The Ibanez crusade may torce the restoration o:r t he Popular Front under 

one candidate and this would make hie election certain• 

It more than two candidates of any significance run
1 

no one will• get 

an absolute majori ty and under the laws here this would throw the 

election into Congre ss and many think that here Schnake would have a 

better chance than any one • 

I have a feeling that should Ibanez be de tea ted at the polls the plans 

are already made by the Nazi s and the J'itth Column to raise the hue and 

ory ot "fraud" and " intimidation° as ill Sl)8in and that the 10118 predicted 
I I 

attempt at a coup d'etat would be made • I do not think any important 

portion ot the army would support the attempt • 

Everyone realizes that should an open enemy of the United States win 

we could throw him out in aix weeks by merely shutting ott supplies , That 



, 

' 

.. . 
would wreck the country economically. No one wants t Chile to make that 

chal lenge • Even should Ibanez be elected he would not dare come out openly 

for the Axis . There would be a lot or treaohery,a lot or double dealing , 

and I suspect all we say to the Foreign Office would be tramamitted to 

the Axis embassies • l'le would get along but we would have to use the 

club • 

Fernando di los Rios has been splendidly received here by the University 

and press .I have seen him frequently and had him to my house privafely 

severa l times , The day I gave him your message the press here announced 

t he criminal had been sentenced to thirty years for the crime or being a 

republican and a Mason. The eon or Alessandri is KAseis t ant Rector or 

the University and has shown him all honor .on Monday at the University 

just before he leaves he tells me he will speak on the international 

situation • 

I am watching the French and Spani sh developments with keen interest . 

I suspect that the game is for Hitler to "invade" Spain,tor Franco t o 

publicly protest that he can do nothing about it ,and yet have a complete 

worked out pl an or cooperation. Thus Franco will emerge trom the coming 

peace congress a "vi ctim" and still a "saint" and not a criminal . It i s 

' rather appalling• And I am afraid t hat Chamberlains "Hoare" will be all 

for that • 

Hon .Franklin D,Rooeevelt 
The White House. 

With warmest regards , 

~~ 
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Santiago, Deoeaber 23, 1941 

Dear Kr. Wellea: 

I am anoloaing oop7 ot a report trom Burt at Valparaiao on t he Frienda ot German7. You will note the nr7 large pro­portion ot the leadera who are tor Ibanez. 

I talked an hour and a halt with Roaaetti 7eaterda7 e•en­ing and the oonTeraation waa auoh that I teel 70u ahould haTe t he aubetanoe before t be meeting at Rio. He aaw me in the reception room beoauae hie ottioe waa the aoene at the time ot a wordy oonterenoe with relix Nieto, Ruiz, the lub-Miniater and othera who are to aooompan7 Roaaetti to the Conference. He tella me that be ia taking along a goodl7 delegation, includ­ing aoae economic experta and, it the aituation here permita, Ganeral Eaoudero and Admiral Allard. It the aituation doee not permit theae two will deaignate t he militar7 and naTal expert a. 

He talked at length about the torthooming work ot the Conterenoa and he inquired juat what I thought would be aaked ot Chile. Be then launched in6o a long e~oaition ot Chile 1 a poaition, apeaking apparentl7 with coaplete trankneaa. Be doea not like the idea ot thia and that country ot the Aaerioaa declAring war and breaking ott diplomatic rel atione and thin~ there ehould be aore uniformi t y ot action. Aa to Chile, hie poaition eeema to be aa indicated in the following : 

Chile 1a in the greatut danger ot a t tack trom the ua. There are aubaarinea in the watera ot Chile aooorting to the beliet ot the Ja•1 men here. He ia oon•inoed that Japan wante Chile to declare war and he aa71 that the attitude ot the Japaneee Miniater ia pro•ooati•e and inaulting in the extreme. He belieTea tha t Japan wanta an exouae tor attacking here but ia afraid ot an unproToked aot ot aggreaaion ainoe that would outrage the whole ot South Aaerioa. He thinka it atateeaanahlp to diaregard the ottenai•e language ot the Japaneae Miniater at thia Juncture . 

The Honorable 
SUIUler Wellu, 

Under Seoretar7 ot State, 
Woehington, D. 0 . 
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J 
He 1171 he aeeuaee that our obJect ie to win the war; that 

we want to eacape the neoeeaity ot diverting our force• Whioh 
would r eeult trom an attack in the Aaericaa; that Chile'• 
greateat contribution to our oauae il in the tl•ld ot induetrial 
eupport trom the minee, etc., aDd that with war between Chile 
and Japan thie would be greatly hampered; that nation• border­
ing the Atlantic and thoee not touching on the Pacific are 1n 
a different poeition than that ot Chile vh.1ch hae more than 
2,000 milee of coa1t to defend. I gather from all thil that 
he will not be in favor of inviting a etruggle with Japan unleee 
neoeeeary; if attacked b7 Japan, Chile will do all it can to 
defend 1teelt. 

In this connection he said , what the Navy men here have 
eaid, that he would welcome some of the American fleet in 
Chilean waters. 

He evidently thinke t hat in t he matter of essential 
war euppliee Chile is of more vital impor t ance to us than 
Peru, tor inetance. He eaid we get oil from Peru, but if 
ehut off there we can get all we need from Me• ioo, but 
t hat Chile 's nitrate• and copper 1s a different matter. 

I gathered from hie tone that he wants to completely 
eatiafy us at Rio but that he rather dreade the probablt 
poe1t i on of such of the American nations as have declared 
war and broken ott diplomatic relat ione. He clearly doe e 
not want to do that unless it is made necessary by actual 
aggressi on. 

Into all th1s I read hie personal difficulties with the 
Opposition i n Congreee who are already charging that he is 
driving Chile into war. He saye that eepecially nov 1n the 
midlt of a pres idential election ot the greatest importance 
it would be bad tor the Government to do anything drastic 
that might tive color to the charge. 

Row a word as to Rouett1 and on how to ha.ndle him. He 
is very clever, eomet1mee naive , often brilliant, always foro ... 
ful and emphatic, inordinately ambitioue, extremel7 anxious 
t o make a fine 1apreee.1on on us, and very vain, and not 
without some 4uetiticat ion. He ie young, but in practioal 
politice older 1n experience than hie yeare, muoh older. H.1e 
very brillianoe is apt to make him erratic. He has something 
like awe tor rou, and I am oonvinoed that rou v1ll be able 
to take him into camp by treating him very seriouely and by 
flattery. He think• Rooeevelt the greatest man 1n the world . 
I am of the opinion that it v111 be well worth while to 
cultivate him. It you can convey the impreeeion that 70u 
think him our friend and in the olaee v1th Aranha - whatever 
rou think - it will be effective. He must not be alighted 

in 
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in anr w&J. Be ia a tighter, very proud and vain, and it he thought he waa being alighted in any way he would make hia reaentment felt. I think it would be well to dr?p the word that I have a great admiration tor him. 
rel1x Nieto del Rio, you know. He is very friendly, and I think he exerci••• a reatraining influence on Roaaetti. You know him and he has great respect tor you. 
When I a scertain the personnel ot the entire delegation I ahall eend you some obeervationa on each that may be helpful, and ahall aend thia, eince it will be too late to reach you in Waehington, to ~io by air mail or telegraph in the most confidential code. 

I may add that it ia not at all difficult tor me to underatand Rossetti's point ot view aa outlined in thia letter. 

With warmest re ~ards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 



Bantiago,December 2Q , I94I 

Dear ~ Preaident:-
Your order to the NaTY to establish a patro~ along the 

Chilean coaat will have a moat ealutery e:t:tect on the Government here 

which ie confidentially intormed. 

Because in my opinion a deliberate and systematic and highly subsidized 

attempt is being made by our Axis enemies to capture the Presidency in the 

elections of' Februray I,you will pardon this intrusion since I teal 

that you should have the picture here . 

Ibanez 1a making scms headway according to what ever ybody says/ but no one 

can sUggest whence his additional strength comee• I euspect he has hie 

runnere out repaating "Ibanez is gaining" to everyo~~e 1 who1 without knowiDg 

anything repeat it to others• Be 1a supported by all the totalitarian I 
elements here and/ we .are all convinced

1
:tinanoed in part by rich Rigbtests 

ot the Rou school and by the German Embassy. "'abuloua suma are being 

spent on his candidacy ,fabulous :tor#'Chila • J'ull page a in all the papers 

daily,elidently prepared by an experienced propagandists ,probably or 

the German Embassy,oost monay. It haa intimidated our trisnd Cruz Coke. 

Ja6:~ft workers are the Nai :tanetioe or the Von Marees party. 

" The moat aerioua development in hie candidacy is in the tact 

that the bouse of' both the Conaervative and Liberal parties are trying 

to deliver their party strength to him• Here they are meeting with a stout 

,open and de:tiant opposition tran euch strong andpolulcr leaders of' the 



I 

Conaenative e.a Senator Wallcer and Cruz Coke • Whatever these parties may· 

do formally ,Ibanez undoubtedly will get the support or the most reaction; 

ary elements in t hem . 

Even with the unanimous support or the Coneenatives and Liberals he cannot 

be elected according to the figures or the spring elections when the com­

bined strength or thee6 two parties we.a &0,000 in the minority . But 

efforts are being made to tool some of the middle class and even some of 

the workers by promising prosperity/ ae
1

under him before when be did a lot 

a building due to the enormous loane forced upon him by American banks at 

that time, 

That which alarms me ,and I find not a few or the right people bere,is 

that thus tar there is no concentration on a single Lettest candidate. 

The recent prims.ries gave the Radical party nomination to Juan Antonio 

Rioa over Gonzalee Vidale ,wbo with but two days here tor campaigning 

only lost by 700 votes • Bad he had two days more be would have won despite 

the tact that Rios bad more than two weeks or intensive campaigning. 

Now I have always doubted Rios since be is stronger with the Rights 

than wi tb the Letts outside t he Radical party• Be specializee in denqunc­

ing the camruniats with their &o,ooo votes ,and thus drives them aw~y from 

Popular Fronte . He ran t ar ahead in all the German regione. The sociolists 

will not support him, the c0111nuniata cannot support him ,and the Radi cal s 

are now so worried that they are actually discussing the wiedom or 

agreeing on some compromise man, This hae so a roused Rios that the other 

ni ght be went so far a s to talk about getting the Presidency if neces sary 

"with bullets"• It does no t smack much or democracy• 



.. . . 
There are se~eral possibi l i t ies . SDhnake has much strength and 

is respected and trusted aa a man by lllll.IIY extrem& Righteata who are not 
politician•• Be also went attar the communist• when they ware constantly 
goi na attar the United Statea• 

There is some talk ot compromia1118 on llendez the actins Preeident who has 
no enemies and no admirers • He 1a a decant tall ow and under normal condi-
tiona would probably make a sood President, 
The Socioliata put up Schnake recently but the other day he aent thsn a 
formal. ate.temant releaeill8 them and sirtns them their treedom to do what 
t hey think beat tor the da.oratic cause. I know from a personal converse-
ion t hat this ia due to hie t ear that unless there ia a unification on 

one man Ibanez may win , I told h1m,which ia trua,that numerous people 
have told me that should the election go to consreas he would be elected• 
He seemed to doubt it-- thousht the minor ity might so to Ibanez and it the 
latter has an unlimited campaign tund he might buy up a taw Radicals. 

Be and Cruz Coke are said to have an unastandins that it both 
run independently the one showing t he least strength will withdraw in ta~or 
ot the other, 

All this should and must be ironed out with.in a te11 days , It the Radicals 
name another candidate ,and Rioa continues in the field the ettect would be 
,in my opinion, to aplit the rightest ~ote. 
It the Lettest can asree on aome one his election ia aaaured • 

In the meanwhile --and thie 111 tbe real reason tor thia 10118 letter-- -' 
this situation has arisen: Both the British !lubaaay and I are con~inced 
that trom the ~iew point ot tbe war Schnake would be tbe ideal man, llaither 



ot ua ia aatiatied that Rioa 1a whol • y dhorced trom nazi intluence~ 

I a111 incloains an amaz1ns leetlet preaUINlbW . aent out by his people and 

intended exclulli-.ely tor Nazia i n the South . The Britieh are much excited 

about it but I auapect atromgly that it is ,. put out by the Ibanez people
1 

since while I could underetand the darin8 and the risk ct aendins them 

a leaflet denouncing the .Tewa ,denouncing ua as a Jew-run nation,.e.nd 

prabin8 the Germane as the great people who have done Jl¥)re tor Chile than 

any other race , I aimply cannot believe that any aane man would attack the 

Chriatian religion and the Catholic Church in thia Catholic country aDd 

dub Chriat the .Tew leader • I think it muat be a tri ck to array the 

Catholic 4811linat Ri oa. 

Now the great problcn here 1a the ccm:nmiate . They han the beat disciplined 

ot all the parties .They will do what they are told, They are an obato.ole 

now becauae they are not triendly to Schnake ,but more eapeoially beoauee 

they are IJIII!dng too much noiee and playins into the banda ot the Ibanez 

propogandiata. ~ wiae thins tor them would be oatenaibly to abatain and 

than vote and in the meanwhile aay nothing in tavor ot any candidate. I 

han diaouaaed all thia with the British who agree atronsly. The propoaition 

they put to me after we had diacueaed the !JIIItter and agreed on the ideal 

polloy ia tho. t our people , Waahington and london , bring the actual 

aituetion hare to the attention ot Stalin and get aecret ordera trom h.im 

to thaae people hare to follow thia courae • I underatand London ia being 

cabled and interrogated on ita reaction• It haa been auggeated that you 

might have acme influence on the Ambaaaador in Washington who ia,aa you 

know ,a atrons ,a man and aympatbetio toward the Democro.oiea • 



Another matter discussed with the British: It when the candidates to be 
voted on are in the field

1
and

1
a gainst Ibanez 1t here ie a candi date who is 

with us there remaine the taot that the Oerman &lbassy ,probably Oovernment, 
and ,a s we think, the Spaniab and the I ape ,are handsocely financing the 
campaieJl or Ibanez ,and our canditate may be seriously handicapped by lack 
or •••' competing tunda, They aak whether we will join very secretly in 
helping finance the candida te against Ibanez. I told them that was aga inst 
our policy but they reply that thie b pn war and this a part or tbe 
fight. I told them that I would call it to your a ttention • 

Meanwhile it may be tha t ~itax will speak to you--though there wae a time 
when be waa enamored or the totalitariane because or the conmuniate . I would 
not mention it to him,or course ,unleea he brings it up ,but I am told that 
he is being informed ,Whether it ie wise tor you to feel out Lf,;inor on 
keeping hie people bsre quiet you will Jcnow beet • 

II. 
I am concerned over the raot t ha t Roeaetti and the Foreign Ministers of 
Peru,Bolivia, Paraguay,Uruguay are all going to Rio via Beunoe Aires 
where our triende will have them to themeelTee tor a day and a halt on land 
and two or three days at sea • We have not forgotten our experience• in Lima 

and Y~bana • Two days ago when I aaw the Mexican Ambassador he had just 
opened a cable trom his Govermnent calling attention to t his danger or a 
ganging up under the leadership of Argentina, Without making a too pointed 
reference to •sentine or course I am going to manage to convey a nrning to 



Rouetti • He was beside himself with Jubilation when ho tho\18ht he bid 

reached an a greement with Argentine on tho fortification of the Straits. 

Now it is being held up by the Argentine Minhter of War ,4nd I 8ll1 afraid 

this is being held out as a bargaining point with Rossetti as to hi s course 

in Rio , The A;.•gentine Ambassador here 1a absolutely ineolent in h.ia 

friendship with the Cllrmana . He enn a ttenda their coolctaU pe.rtiesa at the 

• 
Elllbaaa1 ,The other evening he gave a cocktaU tor some military attache or 

his and,Lfon or my Embass1 attended and found the German military attache 
I . 

there. Telktng with one or the Argentine secretaries the latter told ~on 
I 

that a certain Italian was "going to Rio to the conference" • Raising hill 
t 

voioe Lyon said in amazement,~t is an Italian diplomat soing to do in 

Rio?" . The Argentine Ambassador overheard and looked daggers at his 

s ubordinate • I have not missed my guess on him• After six years experience 

I can smell •em. 

Now let me make it plain that all this about getting the com unists quieted 

d~wn and about possibly furnishing some aid to an anti-Nazi candidate is 

looked in my own mind . My conversatione with the Bri tieh wore in my house 

alone and I have not hinted anything or the sort to a single member or my 

Embassy • III, 

The other night Roeeetti asked me to the Moneda at nine at night and 
I 7 

apologizing tor talking in the l!oneda and saying that he was speaking to me 

not a1 a Minister
1

he said he had been told that two ot our big t1nanpial 

groups here are eaid to be helping f'inanoe Ibanez and t lult he had bean 

promieed proof within three da71 which he would ehow me if he sot it . If' he 

did not get proof be asked me to forget the conversation • He did a 



brilliant p iece ot work in Congreae when he acted as the chief prosecutor 
i n the innatiagtion of the queer doinge of the Bank ot london and tbe 
methode ot Ro .. when l.l1llieter ot Finance and candidate tor President, He 
knowe how money oan be ad"Yanoed by round about waye • I told him I am sure 
his informant 1a mistaken. Howner I i nstantly thought ot two ot our people 
who haTe ae"Ye ral times tri ed to sell Ibanez to me ,eaying they did not -
thi.nk him a Nui . I intend to warn our people in a private meetill8 • 

IV. Whoever is elected ,even Ibanez ,will have to play with us because ot the 
ecominic situation ,but in hie case , if t he fortunes ot war swing toward 
Germany he would probably awiJl8 with them. I thi nk we want a man it pos sible 
who wUl s t and with us through nerything. 

Forgive the length ot t he letter but I think it 
worthy of your attention it only for your ba ckground information . 

Hon ,Franklin D.Rooee"Yelt The 'lh1 te House. 

With warmest regards , 

Sincerely, ~-/.1 _ - ~~ 
4U:«~-rD~ 
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CONCIUDADANO: 

En todo pals libre y donde el pueblo eligc a sus gobenoaotes, inBueuciado mu por In 
propaganda judla que por s u propio criter io democnltioo, se haceu los mismos preparativos 
que en Chile, es dedr: p.romesas, iutiwidaciones por intermed io de miltones, cohecho y cuan· 
to mcdio existe para llegar a uu fin que todos lamcntamos. Pero hoy Ia sit unci6u es absolu· 
tameutc dlstinta y ya no se \rata de elegir a un pr~sideute para que gobierne durante seis 
alios con proveebo de sus a nugos y partidarios, pues el caso de Ia elecci6n actual siguific:i 
pam oue.<tro pals o convertirnos en uua factorfa de los judJos del norte o seguir siendo 
una Republica libre. 

~an estado haciendo cuanto es pos ihle por ·alejarnos del tinioo amigo poderoso y des· 
interesado que teulamos y del que nuncn babla mos recibido una ofensa y menos una humillo­
ci6n ; ese atUigo es AlelOan ia, 1a gran Alewauia y su Je.fe , cuya. doctrina nueva traeni un nue· 
vo ocden adaptable a las circunstancins, lo que podriamos namar un cristiauismo modificado 
cou 19 siglos de adelanto y consultando todas las nece.,idades de Ia humnnidad, pues para 
nadie es un secreto que el mundo est:i causndo de sustentar ideas que una ean tidad de comer· 
ciantcs en Ia le tratau de sosteuer. Esa idea caduca fue predicada por un miserable pueblo 
judlo y monopoli.ada por unos pocos que se atribuyeron Ia .represeutaci6n registrando Ia 
•Marca• y al 1gual que los industriales basta Ia titularon eon el pomposo nombre de •Cat61i· 
ca, Apost61ica y Romauao, formando a.( una Cl.$ta de fan:Hicos que hoc sido y sigueu siendo 
Ia peor plaga del mundo, por que para Jograr sus fines han becbo ihmundas promiscuidades 
de razas, con perjuicio de toda Ia humauidad. Los responsables de estos bechos sou los mis· 
onos que ban desencadenado Ia actual guerra. 

S61o un hombre h•y eo Chile, que en cste instaute y con mauo de hierro y siu contem· 
placiones de ninguua especie, ~in torpes scotiweutaJjs,uos patri6tict>s ni cobnrdes eufemismos 
puede llevarnos al puesto de direct ores de hombres que nos corresponde desde esta parte del 
Contineute Americano: ese hombre es dou Juan Antonio R(o.s Morales. 

Acaba de desencndenorse lo guerro eu ~I Padlico y ya nadie duda de que Ia gran Ale­
mania sera Ia vcn~dora y dominara aJ IHUttdo con su e ultura y su nueva doctrina, m's pura, 
m's s iucera y mas human a, mil veces que el gastado c.ristiani~mo. S eni la luz. que alumbrard 
Ia ruin de los paises que desean triuo far y "osotros Jo q<tcremos porque somos amigos de In 
grl\11 Alemania y Juan Antonio Rios es el abnnderado del nuevo orden en esta parte del Con­
tineute. 

Ha~n pocas .semauas qu~ las autoridades, influencindas por cierta prensa npreheodieron 
a varios ciudadanos alema.nes por el de1ito de reunirse para reoordar y celebrar los triunfos 
d~ su patria. Por suerte para el prestigio nadonal, los Tribuuales de Justicia rechazaro·n estas 
acusacioncs dejando en libertad n los procesodos, pero las molestias y sacrificios gratuilos 
causados a esta raza que lo ha dado todo por Chile y cuyos bijos son chileuos, tiene que ba­
ber clijado resentimientos. Pues bien, es esta Ia tiuiea oportllnidod que se nos presenta de b•· 
eernos d ignos amigos y para esto necesitamos cotaborar con cllos y par·a e.llos, e.nviindoles 
cunnto sea posible, ya que desde aq ul esta u &11iendo vapores car901dOs eon nuestros productos 
para paises que uunca nos conocieron y que januu han tenido ni till gesto de gentileM para 
con uosotros . No debemos olvidar que nuestra cultura, el ejercito, nuestras industrias y todo 
el sur de Chile son un testimonio vivientc de lo que debemos a In gran Alcmnnia. La elecci6u 
de don Juan Autonio RJos Morales, nos proporcionara los medios para sentimos m's cerca 
de ese pals y de s u jefe y creador de Ia mas bmuaua doctrina universal. 

Los politicos profe11ionales tienen una frase gastada y que dice: •los montentos actua­
tes son de realidades•. Hoy esta fra5e tiene rat6n de ser, porque los mementos son de realida­
des. Los cobe.rdes votardn en contra de Juan Antonio Rlos, pero junto con votar eo contra 
obteudrlln su pasaje que lo.< conduciril fuera de los centros de lucba y actividndea de Ia nueva 
generaci6n y nunca como hoy se aplicarll para ellos Ia an1e11a7.a del mismo judlo de Galilea 
y que dice asl: •El llrbol que no de fruto, c6rtese y echese AI fuego•. .. AI fuego de su 
perdici6u iran todos aqueiiOt< que lucheu en contra del Candidate de Ia Libcrtad, Juan 
Antouio Rlo.• Morales. · 

t;oopt\re al aueve e r4ea aae rlea••• 
Rasa etb•ealar uta a ofa de •••• "" atano. 

' _..___.:._·-~~~~~-" '-----~~-.... 
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