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Santisgo,January 5,I942

Dear lir President:=-
I am inclosing copy of a memorandum of a remarkable

conversation with my covering despateh with comments.

It is now clear it seems that an egreement has been reached between
Rios and the Radicals on one side,and Schneke and the Sociolists on the
other. Doth will be candidates. With three in the field no one can get
the absolute ma jority necessary,and this will throw the elsction into
Congress where the Leftists have a large majority . The two highest
candidates only go to Congress. Supposing that Ibanez is one of the
two ,the other will be Rios or Schneke and if the former all the
Soeiolists in Congress will support him,and should it be Schnake,the
Aadicals in Congress will support him.

!y impression is that Schnake will be the man to go to Congress ,and
it is certain,l think,if he has any fund at all. 4 proposition has bee
made to Siebert of the BEranden Cooper Company . 4 man will ask

to buy 5000 tons of copper at the Chilean price . If the sale is made
it will be sold in Argentine to people who are pro-ally,certainly not
to the enemy or to any one on the Black List ,and this will realize
9,800,000 pesos. This would be all that Schnake will need. Siebert
has told this man who approached him that it would be all right with
him but that he would have to be instructed from the home office.You

will know whether it would be wise to have some one say to the



home office that the 5000 ton should be sold: NBe The Imbassy here
has nothing to do with it ,end does not even lmow about it--if you
know what I mean.

I am informed that Alessandri is thinking of announcing within a few
days. That,if true,and it seems too absurd, would,in my opinion,
divide the Rightest minority and defeat Ibanez ., It is barely poss-
ible that this is the primary object of Alessandri who is very wain
and JekYomé jealous and resents Ibanez pricturing himself daily in
full pege advertisements as the great past President . Alessandri
started out with Ibanez ,and I suspect with the thought that the
letter would abandon the field and turn to him. But it is now quite
clear that Ibanez has no sueh thought and two weeks ago Alessandri

broke away.
With warmest regards,

Sincerely
Jon.Franklin D.Roosevelt M Mﬂﬂa’

The White House.



No,.2359 Santiage, January 5, 1942
Subject: A Pro-Ibafier Interview with Members of the Btafrr

The Honorable
The Secretary of State,
Washington, D. C.

8ir:

I have the honor to enclose herewith a memorandum
of a conversation at a luncheon to which Mr. Carlos Griffin,
an extreme Rightist, who represents the New York T (1]
here none toc effioiently, invited Mr. Brooks and ér. Lyon
of my steff, and at which Seflor Jaime Larrain, who is
known as the "royalist of Chile", was present.

I personally have no eonfidense in Carlos Geiffin
politically.

Geflor Jalme Larrain was formerly head of the important
Agricultural Soclety and a bitter enemy of the late President
Agulrre Cerda and all he stood for here. His organization,
the Sooclety, 1s the most reactionary organization in Chile,
composed of and dominated by the old feudal landowners. 1
have attended dinners of this Soelety for distinguished

visitors
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visitors and at the last one Sefior Olavarria, former
Minister of the Interlor, and responsible for the suppression
of the anti-Mszi filma, and looked ufan a3 pro-German if not
pro+Nazl, wse given a prolonged ovation that wae staged,

I do not bellieve Larrain's gtory about Ibafiex's relatione
With the Oerman Embassy for reasons formerly set forth. That
Larrain is & Spanish Felangist, if not actually pro=Nazi, I am
aure.

The statement that Ibafler is not being finanoially backed
by the German Fmbassy and the Spanish Falangists, composed
of rich Chileans, 1s contrary to everything I hear from other
qulﬂ era.

The assertion that he ie being financed by the brother-in-

law of Gustave Ross, SeMer Arturo Lopez Péresz, is probably
true since I have heard this from many quarters.

The assertion that Ibaflez is "absolutely pro-aimerican®
ls interest in view of the fact that for weaks he made
speeches and inserted full page advertisements without onge
Lntluntinfnthnt he stood for continental golidarity or defense
and gertainly not for solidarity with the United States.

This ungu-ltinnnblr hurt his candidacy singe Chileans feel
it would not do to eleot a President who might be abnoxious
to us under existing economic condltions. Finally, as
reported, he gnr- an interview to the Chilean correapondent
of the Detroit News saying what the other gandidates had
8ald from the beginning. In view of the attitude of the
Totallitarians toward the truth thie does not greatly impress
mé. However, I am sure that lﬁoulﬂ Ibafier be eleoted he
would feel it necessary to o with us, but I am sure that

thing we acked of him would frind its way to the German
Embasey.

Larrain's story that Ibaflez had "fought with Von Marees"
is news in Santlago, especlally since it is generally under-
8tood that Ven Marees' young Nazis are working in Ibaflesz
headquarters. And Von Marees is the most pronounced Nari
and the most bitter enemy of the United States in the country.
We know absolutely that about two weeks ago Ibafiezr and Von
Marees had a seoret conference at a privaete house,

1 cannot belleve for & moment that Seflor Schnake, whom
I know well and whose views as to Ibafiez I have been told
by him, hse entered into Bny such agreement as ia indloated,

A8 to Larrain himeelf, as Minister of Forelsn Affairs,
I have never seen or heasd anything that would encourage me
to believe that he 1s a friend of the United States.

You will observe that Ibafez proposes to serap the
present Constitution, which is demosratic, and to oreate a
nev form of government based on the theories of Hitler,
Mussolinia and Franece.

Larrain's observations on Hossettl do not impress me.
I know where he stands as to Japan and what he has done in
reference to Japan. I have also informed the Department of
his
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his reasons for not declaring war on Japan at this Juneture
and that he has no doubt but that While will be at war with
Japan befors very long. But he wants the aggressive sot

to come from Japan, not Chile.

I note, too, with interest Mr. larrain's dlslike for
Oonzaler Videla and Heotor Arancibia Lasso. This is
significant sinoe theme two men have gone the fulllimit
a8 to solidarity with the United States and the latter is
almost extravagant in pralse of the United States.

The comment of Carlos ufltrin about the Embassy can
only be based on the Embasey s silence and the rudors
in the streets iruwlng out of the generally concelved
popular idea of baflezr assoolating with the Naxis and the
Fifth Columnists. I do not think it isin the least proper
for me to have a conferenge withIbaflez or any other candi-
date for the Presidency, since it would be open to misin-
terpretation and would certainly not lonﬁ be & seoret -
in Chile My convietion 1s that we should not conosal the
fact that we are following the campaignbut that we are
taking nc part and saying absolutely nothing.

Respeetfully yours,

CLAUDE ¢. BOWERS

COBiLAL
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Comversation between
Carlos Oriffin, New York Times ruprosentative

Juime Garcia Lorenc
Qllrm.. First Jcoretary
Ceoll Lyom, Second ieeretary

Today Cerlos Oriffin invited Clarence brooks mnd myself to lumch
wWith his and Juime larrein Garofs uoremno. All indications were that
tnMn-ammmmu‘«ummnmm
bis views about the presidentisl olections over to us, lis 18 managing
Iﬂh'lm.m“.nrthﬂmthhphnuu-lhth
hmmm.mM--mﬂwmnmmm. While
he did not say so directly, he intimated that most of the moncy wms
belng supplied by Mr, Arturo LOVXZ Feres, who he said is the richest
man in South America (formerly he owned the Galirie lafayette, in
raris, and is sald to have gotten most of his fortune, consisting of
1,800,000,000 yesos, out of Surope before the war and has regantly
tranaforred most of it to the United States. Le is a brother=in=lsw
of Gustave Ross.) Seilor Larrsfs said it was fantastic to think, as he
bhad hoard, that eonsiderable sums for Gensral Ibfesz's csmpaign were
belng contributed by the German Lobassy. Larrafn hinself seid he had
hlutmiﬂuﬂﬂtﬂ.thﬂ-mvm&nh-ﬂmbmmmnrm
war, for at that time larrain was iresident of the mlnﬁ ;
"éﬂﬁé&ﬁ.m very pro-French, as he Las slways . 1}%-
1ng over mdic he referred to the atrocities of the Oermans, and
thMthMMMMMJMIHltMM
MmuﬂﬂMntnamulmmmthnmhmM
on the Chilean Government forces to silence Larrain, thus taking edvan-
tage of larruln's unfuvorable position vis-a-vis the jresent government,
Singe them Haron von Jchoen has tried to make up, but Larrnfn will have
nothing to do with him,

Sefior Larrafn insists that General Ibdflez is absolutely pro-imeri-
can, wishes to cooperate with the United States entirely and is all in
favor of lestemn Hemisphere defenss. He says that the story that he
is pro-izls has beon started by his political ememies. I inguired
as to whether it did not possibly come from Ibdilez's close association
with Jorge Gonzfllez von .arefs. seflor Larrafn enswered this by saying
that Ibdfiex hed fought with Conzfloz von Lereds end that whother or
not Gonsdlez von liareds's purty was supporting him now was uncertain.
Ho sald, however, that Ibfflos would receive the support of most of the
Consarvatives, the Liberuls, the /grarians, and, in the end, the sup=
port of the Soclalists, for he and Schmake had entered into sn niree~
ment thet Schoake would be one of his cabinet ministers. uther of his
cabinet mindstors would be: Interlor, Genernl Burgofio; Fioanee, Julio
Basoufian, with Counseler /rturo Lépez ifresz. Scuinake will probably
continue in the Mludstry of ‘omento; Forelmm Affairs, Jeime Larrafn,
and probably some portfolic would be given to lossettl, who is also
supporting Ibffies. [(Sefior Larrain seld that most of the people in
the Forelgmm Uffice at present who hed sorely come in since the present
gevernmont mnd were not career, would be ghanged. I recall that the
name of Fernands Urrege was mentioned ao emong those to be eliminated,)

Weo asked if Carlos Dévila bad replied to the telogran sent by Gene-
ral Ibdflog asking him to be imbassador in Weshington. seflor Larrain
sald thot bhe thousht he had replisd but had requested that his reply
blnp‘tumfidﬂﬂ-ll-

Sefior Oriffin put a nusber of Qquestlons te Sefior Larruin, and
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Brooks and 1 felt as though they were belnp arranged for our benefit.
Among other things, Sefior Larrain seid that, were Ibdiflez elected, und

ho felt that he had a better thun good chance to be, he would foms &
unicsmeral syste: of government, with representatives of agriculture,
nlulr: bankers, ecclesiastics, educators, ete., whieh would sst as

Congress. This, he aduitted, would require a comstitutional amendment .
Moreover, Ibfifies would insist upon & strong government snd would do
mh.g possible to help tho United States win the war,

We asked Seflor Larrain what he thought would be the results of the
iifo Gonference (he hisself having been ivesident of the Chllean dele-
gation to the Busnos Alres Conference). e said that he thought it
would result in a further selidifying of inter-imerican cooperation.
He sald that, while he respected ivesettl, he did not think he wes a
good Foreign Minister, snd said thet if, for exsmple, Hossetti wanted
to create a nore pro-iumsrican atmosphere in South America, he eould do
80 by harping on the Japesnese threat, for while Chileans merely laugh
at an ltalian threat and are not over-impressed by a German threat,
the Japanese threat is very real to them. They realize that if the
Juerican fleot wore deleated Japan would como here and seize the coppe-
mines, For thet reason General Ibdliez and his advisers consider it
supreasly important to support the position of the United Siatea. iihen
I suggeated thet if the Foreign Minister attempted to over-omphasi ze
the Jepenese threat it might result im = policy of hold-off on any
measures angainst the Japanese, Seflor Larrain seid thet this wouldn't
be the Spaniah reaction; "ie couldn't conceive of ourselves being domi-
nated by a 'yallow' race, and wo would want to fight them before they
attacked us,” he exclaimed. CSelor Larrauin is for all the /mericas de-
claring war on Japan immedistely, and if be had ils way he would ship
all the Japanese in Chile back to Japan immeliately.

Sefior Larrafn wae constantly referring to the danger of Communisa
in Chile, and intimated that the Leftists would be foreed to select
a candidate who had the support of the Communists. He sald that today or
tomorrow, or at least very shortly, the ikadicals would be rforeed to
withdraw their support from Kios, and said that he t hought thut the
Communist influence in their party would require them to choose Jonzdlez
Videla or léctor Arancibia Lasso, or possibly Seilor Léndes.

1 said to Sefior lLarreln that 1 bed heard the Army was not in favor
of General lbdfez begause when he had last been !resident he bad inter-
ested himselfl too much in thelr affairs, to which Sellor Larrefn replied,
"Thet'd Alessandri's propaganda.” He clso said that Seflor Alessandri
was not supporting Ibfiiez because he would give his sipport to no one
but Sefior Alessandri.

After Seflor Larrein had left, Seflor Grifin ipdicated that he con-
sidered the luncheon had been a good idea "to end the war between the
American Lmbassy and the Conservative elements in the country.” Nr,
Srooks maid that he didn't think any war existed, but Selor Griffin was
of the opinion that at loast there had been some misunderstanding, and
indieated that he thought it would be adventageous if the Ambassader
had en opportunity to talk with Seflor larrain, or even with Gemeval
Ibéfles, at an intimate luncheon sueh as today. He felt that much good
would oome of such a meeting.

CEL:ed
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Valparaiso ,January I6,I942
Dear Mr Presideat:-

After one solid hectic year at my desk I am teking a
much needed wacation while the Foreign Offiece is at Hio. I had wrl.;;.-un
Welles in detail mbout Rossetti,his tendencies,his characrer,his weaknesses
pand his stoub declarations to me that he would stand with the United
States and Brazil.

The campaign here is interesting and bitter . Heavily financed,Ibane:z
threaten to abe a dangerous contender.especially when the Lefts were
quarreling among themselves and not uniting on a sifngle candidate. At
length they have awakened to the danger and have united om Rios. This
was made possible by the patriotie saerifice of Schnak e who withdrww
in the interestm of a united front., He was by long odde our best bet and
this was the strong opinion alsog of the British and Mexican Fmbassies.
But he is out.

It is difficult to figure how Ibamez can pnluihl, ba elescted, There are
450,000 voters :nd the chosen man must have a clear majorify ,or more
than 250,000, The parties are registered and their stremgth kmown,

The Left parties are as follows:

Radieals 95,000

Soelolists % B0,000

Democrats 30,000

Falangists(nothing to do with the Spaimnsih, 20,000

Agrarians 20,000

Independents IS5,000

To this the Lefts add £0,000 Conservative and Liberal members who are

in revolt against their party's nomimation of Ibanez.



In addition,the Communiste have now decided to support Rio in
preference to Om Ibanez,though Rio is not their friend ,Theyhave

50,000, Where can Ibanez get 251,000 1utauF?Tha other night at a
di:u:er' Cruchaga figured it all vut and confessed he could not see
how Ibamnez could be elected.

There is a feeling here that Ibanez will not dn‘ainna Chilei is
dependent on supplies from the States{anﬂ that the States does not
trust Ibanez. I have instructed the Fmbassy staff to say nothing
and nnruﬁr report,and I have read to the Americean busineses interests
here thlg telegram to the effext that we frown on Americans mixing
in elections away from home.But Ibanez has been sending people %o
the Embassy asking for an px appointment with me, That is one reason
I am on vacation., Wefe I to see him it would be known by everyone
1;n Chile and the Ibanez people would cite that meeting by word

of mouth as proof that we are for their candidate. I have instructed
the staff not to mix and nmot to go to functions for one candidate

or the other. In my absence the wife of the President of the
Gonaarvnﬁ;}va party who has attacked us in the Senate invited Cecil
Lyon of my staff.to a dinner in honor of Ibanez., It seems that

some one,advised him to go. He had tried to get out of it but

the hosteass called him up and insisted. He went, Now he is

stricken because all the papers told of the dinner én honor of
Ibenez and gave Lyons of the American Embassy as one of the guests.

The purpose was served. I have just sent Lyoms a reprimand.



My personal ojmeetmmx opinion that Ibanez is the candidate of our enemies is

btased on these undisputed facts.

(3)Hg has, the active gupport of eyery Nezi ijn Chile.

(3) ofevery Spanish Falengist in Chile.
(4) of the party of von Marees the most fanatie Nezi in Chile e attacks us

regularly in Congress.

(6) Bf The Aleman ,the Nazi orgem in Chile,

(6) Of the Chilena,en orgen financed by the German Embassy.

That is enough for me, A dog is known by the company it keeps,

My impressiom is that should Ibanez fail of election gZthe ery of "fraud" will
be raised and he will attempt the coup d'etat he has been figubing on all along.
He has madet tu?Lttam;:t.a by nazi methods to overthrow the regime of Aguerre

Cerda, If elected of course we could force him to do as we say since Chile

would collapse economiveally without supplies from us. But if the fdrtunes of
war should at any time turn against us he would go over to thqknamr at once,
And in the meanwhile I would feel that any confidential conversations we might
have with him would be pamssed on to the ememy. At best he would be like the
acting President in Argentine,

He has the support of "the best people",meaning the old feudal lamd owmers and
E ig Business,--as Mussolibi had in Italy, Hitler in Germany and Franco in
Spain, I am afraid that some of our own people would like to help finance him.
Big Business never learns.

I wrote you recently as I did because the British Fmbassy wanted it and the
Mex ___1can. Both were willing to do something. That is over now,

Rinaf is of the extreme right wing of the Radicals,very reactionary ,but

demoeratic. He has a good following among business men. No one of them is afraid



of him. The communists will support him under protest because he would
give them their constitutional rights and they think Ibanez would start in
shooting .

I shall try to evade an interview with Ibanez. If unable to do =o I shall
make it as public as posaible and shall then have an interview with Rios,
But even so that would be interpreted by the Ibanez people as meaning that
both are satisfactory. I shall not return to Santisgo until the E8th and

I hope it will then be too late., My instinet 1s to refuse to have a
conffrence or discussion with either candidate on the ground that we have
instructions to stand absolutely aloof from the cempaign .

Carlos Davila apparently has been bought with the promise of the
Ambassadorship in Washington. He has replied to Ibuanz:i!T%r with the
stout assurance that Ibanez is all right with us and the Ibanez papers
are saying publicly that this meesns he has the assurance from the Government

)

of the United States, I recall that Welles does not have much confidence
in Davilla.
With warmest regards,

Sinecerely,

Hon.Franklin D,Roosevelt W !
Tge White House. Llcccely
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January 16, 1942.

MENORANDUKM FOR THE PRESIDENT.

On February 1 there will be elections in Chile to

select the new President to take the place of President
Aguirre Cerda, who dled. 1In the last few days Gen-

eral Carlos Ibafiez del Campo has emerged as the leading
candidate. All our reports indicate that Ibefiez is sym-
pathetic to the Axis. He 1s a frequent attendant at the
German Club and moves in Axis circles in Chile.

The opponents of Ibafiez, through friends in the
United States, are endeavoring to raise funds in this
country. In view of the possibility that this matter
may be brought to your attention, may I present the fol-
lowlng conslderations:

(1) This Government signed and the Senate ratified
treatles at the Montevideo and Buenos Alires conferences
by which this country specifically pledged itself not to
intervene In the internal or external affairs, directly
or indirectly, of any American country. The donation of

funds by thls Govermnment or by United States citizens

%‘E'r{ 73

would be a definite violation of these treaty cormitments.

(2) The confldence in the United States which the

other
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other Amerlcan republics now have arises preclsely because
the United States has scrupulously refrained from inter-
meddling in the internal concerns of these countries.

This confidence 1s the most precious asset that the United
States now possesses in the other American republics.
Interference in the internal Chilean political scene might
lose this confidence overnight.

(3) The Chilean political situation 1s still in
flux. There are two candidates in opposlition to Ibafiez.,
Negotlations are now going on in an endeavor to agree
upon & single opposition candidate., If these negotiations
are successful and a single candldate selected, accept-
able to all groups, the possibility of the election of
Ibafilez would aeppear to be very doubtful., HKe would have
arrayed against him not only all the demoecratic forces in
Chlle but elso a large part of the voting strength of the
two Ilmportant Chilean partles technically supporting him,
since this part has publiecly announced its opposition to
Ibafiez's candidacy and its willingness to support any
satisfactory candidate opposed to Ibaflez.
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R DEPARTMENT OF STATE

THE SECRETARY

Januery 19, 1942

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT.

In further regard to the Chilean sltuation, the
hicicirnbadhcoa

negotiations for the designation of a slngle candidate
in opposition to Ibaflez have been successful. As a re-
sult all of the principal parties in opposition to Ibefiez
are agreed in support of the candidacy of one Antonio Rios
who favors support of the democracies as an external
policy and 1s sympathetic to moderate reform as an internal
pollicy.

All signs would point to the strong probability that
Rlios will recelve a majority of votes in the forthcoming

elections on February 1.
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Satiago Jenuary 23,1842

Dear 1 President:=
I have just ccme from the forelgn office and learn that

instructions are being sent by telephone to Rossetti to support the last
Brazilian resolution .I ecannot subseribe to the theory that Chile's attitude
denotes the slightest disposition to do anything other than to go with us ,and
I know that she has been fearful of a surprise atteck on l:iﬁnaﬂt 12500 miles
long. Since this is a very slender country most of its vital industries,power
plants etu' are on the coast,not in the interior ,and she has been ready all
along to go with us with a positive assurance that we will actually provide our
own ships and planes for observation and defence purposes. I know no Americsn
here where we know the facts who thinks this is unreasonable .
The election ,judped by stetistics of former electionsk ,should go by & large
ma jority to Rios and I think it willlbut I would not care to make a wager.
Thanez has a campaign fund without precedent in Chile and it is estimated that
he is spending close to a million pesos a day. Then he has a compact ,throughly
organized Nazi organization and a Falangist organization(Francoists) which are
dediecating -themselves feverishly to his cause. In addition to all this I have
evidence all around that because of ths high cost of living,in contrast to
conditions whems he was President but for which he was not responsible,and
because of his Nazi-like assurance that he will bring down the coat of living,he
has a remarkably strong support among the lower middle classes regnrdless of
party. Yesterday at La Union he was given a banquet at the German Club.

The danger,I think,is that should he not be defeated by a most decisive

vote he will attempt for the third time his coup d'etat immediately after the



election. There has been no fear of his attempts along this t line in
governmental cireles so long as they were merely a close corporation con-
spiracy among a few army officers and without popular support. But his
candidacy arrays behind end with him'thuuaan&- who may be lead into a eoup
who had no patience with his other attempts. The Army apparently would resist
anything of the sort,but I hear disturbing stories about the Caribaneros who
were organized by him.
By all the rules of logic Rios should be elected sbut the fact remeins that
ho one can say with any certainty what may happen. This because of the attitude
of the German and Italian and Spanish totalitarians . I em shocked by the
almost hysteriezl support being given him by the Catholie paper,la Illustrada.
It gives almost the whole paper over to Ibanez. Of course such outstanding
Catholic laymen as Cruchags and Senator Iremur Tremz Errazuriz ,both of whom
pretend to like the United States are for Ibanez .One however is honorary
Fresident of the Friends of Germany end the other of Friends of Japan. Both
are said to have resigned since we entered the war but they have spared the
Teelings of the Cermans and Japs by keeping any mention of it out of the papers.
Of course Ibanez pretends to be our great admirer,and if elected can be
kept in line by threats of eco¥nomic reprisals ,but his friends anmd associates
are entirely among the Nazi and totalitarian groups. It is a pity that Rios
while a reasonably able men end a good looking man is without color or dramatie
appeal.

Warmest regards,
fon,Franklin D, Roosevelt Sincerely,

The White House. M aﬁ



January 24, 1942,

ify dear lr, President:

You will recall several recent telegrams from Ambase
sador Powers urging that certaln mllitary and naval
matériel immediately be made avallable to Chile in order
to put it in a position to repel the aggression from
Japan it appears so much to fear, The War and Navy
Departments reviewed their supply situatlon and autlorized
me to send a telegram setting forth a list of nmatériel
walch could be made avallable elther immedlately or in
the near future, Mr, lowers has now sent a message in-
dicating his opinion that the 1list 1s entirely inadequate
and urging further reconsideration of the situation., It
does not seem to me that ur, Bowers uppéouiates the ex-
ceedingly heavy demands which are now belng made on our
war productlion or that the War and Navy Departments, at
your direction, made a real effort to furnish to Chile
whatever they could spare.

There

The President,
The White louse,
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There 1s submitted for your consideration a suggested
tolnp_:ﬂ;: to lr, Bowers. If it meets with your approval I
will see that 1t 1s dispatched at once,

There are attached hereto coples of the messages be-
tween Ambassador Bowers and the Department pertinent to
your conslderation of this matter.

Falthfully yours,

Cerde11 #all

Enclosures;

1. Draft telegram to
Ambassador Powers,

2. Coples of messages
between Ambassador
Bowers and the Depart-
ment of State,
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THE WHITE HOUSE

January 24, 1942,

AMEMBASSY,
SANTIAGO (CHILE),

FROK THE PRESIDENT POR THE AMBASSADOR.

I have given the most careful personal consideration
to the Chilean military and naval situetion ss deseribed
in your vaerilous communicatlons to the Secretary of State.
I fully appreclate the necessity for dolng everything
possible to enable Chile to resist attacl: from any of the
Axis countries. Conslderations both of hemisphere defense
and of the importance to our own war effort of Chilean
atrategle materlals make this obvious.

The materials listed in the telegran transmitted
to you on January 21 by the Department of State were made
avallable at my orders after consultation with fenersal
liarshall. You appreciate, I am confldent, that the de-
mand for war matériel 1s very great » not only by our own
Army and Navy but by the nations now fighting with us day
and night. Production is increasing rapidly, however,



and more materials will be forwarded to Chile Just as
goon as they become availlable,

It would be inexcusable to disregerd the possibility
of & Japanese hit-and-run attacl on Chile. On the other
hand, 1t would be equally inexcusable to suppose that any
Japanese plan for such an sttack would be in any way
effected by the particuler state of Chile's diplomatie
or other relations with Japan at the time. Therefore, I
hope that the "full Chilean cooperation” mentioned in
your telegram 136 will be lmnedietely fortheoming, since
1t will be a most valuable contribution to the plaeing
of both our countries In the best possible position to
meet all eventualities,

FRANKLIN D. ROUSEVELT

RA:PWD
PAXLD!nHZ

(Repeat to AMDELGAT, RIO DE JANEIRO (BRAZIL)).
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Santiago February 2,I042

Dear lir President:-

Chile has just demonstrated in perfect form that she has a
real democracy,and that the people are essahtially and basimly democratie.
A1l the Axis Powers,including Spain, exerted themselves to the utmost for
Ibanez the totalitarian candidate who had the most collosal slush fund in
Chilean history. His people paid 37 a vote+ Dispite this and the fact that the
democratic coalition did not have enough monsy to pay transportation fosts
in getting their men to the polls from one town where they worked to their voting
town Rios has won by more than 50,000 majority,which is a big majority. The
passionate democratic feeling here is illustrated by the fact that alausamdril
who hates the pgroups that wnn‘ emerged from his retirement to speak to more
than a hundred thousand people in support of Rios in a great oration in which
he said ,what I have written you before,that the issue was clear cut betwean
democracy and totalitarianism. The issue was clear;the result so dewisive that
that there is no danger of an Ibanez coup d'etats Had the ma jority been slight
that would have been inevitable. As it is Ibanez had issued a statement accepting
the verdiet of "the urns".
They have a democracy here;and that brings me to this hope --that we will not be
tg_p impatient with democratie processes. The people here,ardent friends of ours
ineluded,have been afraid to challenge reprisals from the Axis by breaking off
diplomatic relations.So when Rossetti went to Rio it was with inastruetions from
the Government and from Congress to go along on everything but that . He was

not a free agent. He is not a dietator . But I have been rositive all along that



that he wishes ardently to stand well with us,and within a day or so after
reaching Rio he sent a telegram to his Government,which was shown me before he
returned,asking fresh instructions to permit him to vote for breaking off
relations., It was a strong telegram. As a result the GCovermment acguiesed but
asked that the agreement be subjeet to ratification by Congress.
I met Rossetti along with a1l the American and some Duropean heads of migsions
on his arrival &b the air port where he got a great ovation. I noticed that
not only the Germen,Italian end Japenese were onnspfaum by their absence ,but
that Luca de la ijthu Spnish Ambagsador J"" not there. Whatever we may think 4
they all think that Rossetti was with us and against them,
I have just seen Rossetti ., I saw him Friday evening when with him and llendez m
»the President,I sat at a widow of the lloneda for forty minutes wix watching the
assembling tur)::ha monster demoeratic mass meeting when Alessandri made his great
speech . They both told me they had no doubt of ratification. This morning
Rossetti told me that he is going to the sea shore until the latter part of the
week for a much needed sleep ,and that he will return and resume his functions on
Friday. He said the President proposes to give Congress a recess for twenty days
since he does not think it wise to throw the ratifieation question into Congress
when its member have just emerged from a very bitter campaign. He wants the
waters to subside before venturing forth. ind Rossetti wants some days for
personally canvasging the members of Congress. He says he had not any d oubt
but that Congress will ratify .I asked him about individual members of the
Upposition--Cruchaga mfor one. He says that Crufhaga will vote for ratification.
Colonel Baker has just come in with a telegram from the War Department
about doubling the number of Chilean officers with our army end saying that
until Chile retifies this cannot be done for Chile, I have told him with all the
enphasis I can command that nothing s hould be done before the vote in Congress
since the doubling for other countries with Chile left out would ereate bitter

resentments that inevitably might have a very grave effect on the result of that



vote.In other words that nothing be done until after that vote. I am sure you
will agree that I am right .

Wellesd did a magnificent job in Rio. Rossetti is in rhapsodies about him
and vain as a peacock over an authgraphed photograph of Welles who had written
some complimentary lines,

W ith W wanjest regards,

Sincerely,
lon,Franklin D.Roosevelt M W

The White House
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Santiago, February 4, 1942

Dear Mr. Wellesi

Rossettl gave a full exposition of the Rio Conference
to the Council of Minilsters yesterday and was warmly congratu-
lated by his colleagues and by Mendez,who sald that he had
acted isely in conformity with the instructions of the
Gnvarnnlng. i have heard much telk ageinst Hoseettl at Hio,
and since 1t 1s evident that much of this is based on a lack

of understanding both of hie position and his power, I want
to go on record on 1t.

1) Nine tenths of the public men of all E;rti" in Chile

ineluding bitter enemles of Cermany and wamIriends of the United

States,like Barros Jarpa, were absolutely opposed to Dre

ing off diplomatic relatione because of thelr coast line
andwlnerability and their realization that they lacked the
facilitiese to defend themselves agsinst a surprlse attack.
Rosesettl was miles ahead of nine-tenths in favor of complete
gooperation with the United States.

2) He went to Rio under iron clad inetructlions of the
flovernment and Congress backed by the press without exceptlon.
He could not violate hie instructlone.

was
) Two days after the meeting began he/telegraphed
by Pedregal that he was reported weakening on hie instructlons
and that he should take an advanced stand upon them.

4) He telegraphed the Government asking release from
the instructions, strongly urging that he be inetructed
to go along with sentiment in favor of breaking relatlons,
which was overwhelming in the Conference.

As & result of his very strong representations, the
Government then agreed to permit him to vote for breaking
off relations provided 1t were gtipulated that there should
be ratification by Congrese. In other worde there would
have been no agreement on this phase but for the fight
Rossettl made.

6)

The Honorable
Sumner Welles,
Under Seoretary of State,
Washington, D. C.



6) The ratification's hope is in the fight Rossettl
will undoubtedly make before Congress. Remember that
neither Ortega, Saenz, Mora, Bianchli or Klamas had the
courage or enterprize to gut a ratificatian for the agreements
of Peru, Panama and Habana, and that Rossettli went to Con-
gress, made the fight, :Eakl and fought for four hours and
got them all ratified. e 18 a powerful man in debate and
very effective and I hope he succeeds in getting the Rio
ratification promptly. He thinks he will. As a result of
Rio sentiment Aie changing here; fears are dissipating be-
cause of the feeling now that we will help protect the Coast;
and there 18 a general conviction that Chile cannot afford
to stand aloof.

Juan Antonio Rloe, the new Preeldent, attended the
cocktail of the Chile-American Boclety for the visiting
American Journaliete. I talked with him briefly. He 1ls a
tall, slender, fine looking man with iron grey halr and a
fine eye, looking the Presldent. However, he is not a genlus
or brilliant but he had good sound sense and ls conservative
in the better sense. He has not been favorable to breaking
relations in the past, but eince the Rio Conference he has
taken no real poeition. Were he to intervene in Congress
he could do much harm but I have a feelling that since action
will be taken before h# takes power he will stand aloof.

I hope so.

Chile certalnly has shown any ons but an American

" journalist" that she is democratic, following democratio
processes perfectly and in a dignified way in elections;
and oclvilized, as few South Americarnatione are, after an
election. Ibafiez even called to congratulate Rlos. AT
the cocktall, Barrain, who managed flez'es campalgn, was
present and most cordial to him. Oruz Coke, Senator Maza,
etc., were there and cordial. I have tried to convince
the American journaliets here that thie is "news". I do
not know with what success.

Someone hae Jjust sent me a olipping from the Washington
8tar by Allen Haden which shocks me. The purpmt 18 a
We are more disliked in Chile than in any country in South
America, thaugh Haden knows Argentina. As a matter of fact
we are exceed nglr poptlar with the overwhelminz majority of
the Chileans. t is our carse of the Embassy that are often
cheered in the streets. Haden spent muchof his time while
here with Wanmer, of the Coordinator's Offlice who wae recall-
ed on my suggesetion because he hated Chile and the Chileans,
made his hate manifest, wanted to blacklist the Catholic
organ, EL DIARIO ILUSTR/DO, ete., whichI stopped, and he
was cordially disliked by all Chileans andall American here.
Evidently Haden accepted thie man's stuff as goepel. I
had a higher opinion of Haden's profession Lntalligenu;ﬁ

e
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The two were together often and made a trip South together.
Haeppily Haden's article has not been reproducted here,

It was MoClintook of the Coordinator's Office who slzed
Warner up and demanded hls recall.

The American Journalists, making the return visit, have
made a very fine impression here and have been writting
articles for the Chilean papers that are véry useful. They
heve been given & splendid reception.

I have learned now that Cruchege and Senator Max
Errazuriz retain the honorary preeidenclies of the "Friends
of Germany" and of the "Friends of Japan". I do not see
how I can invite to dinnere at the Fmbasey the heads of
the orgenizatione. We are at war with the natlions of whose
orcanizations they are officilal heads. I like Cruchage ver)
much and am Iorrg. I suppose I have had him to dinner
fifteen times. Of course 4 shaell treat him with cordiality
ae before but I am sure you will ngran that he has no plaoce
et an official American dinner so long as he retalns his po:

Alessandri and I have become great pals, exchaming
lettere and compliments constantly. I admire his great
ability but have been deterred from cultivating him until
recently because of his attitude toward the Government.
This is changed. He rose magnificently above party and
prejudice and hie really magnificent speech for Rlos in
my opinion swept Santiago into the Rioe column when the Rio
people had reconclled themselves to losling the City.

With warmest ragﬁrdl,

Sincerely,

Claude G. Bowers
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Santiago,February 20,1942
Dear lr President:-
I inclose copy of & letter from President-elect
Rios in which you will note that the special precocoupation of his
administration will be collaboration with all the American republiecs
"end most particularly with the great Democracy of the United States
of America", I am to see him for & long talk next week and shall go
into everything and particulerly into the bresking of relationss
There 1s a strenge misconception at home regarding Rossetti at
Rio, We must bear in mind that Chile is a democracy ,not a dictator-
ship;that no one man can do as he pleases but must follow democratic
processes;that the mission headed by Hossetti was under absclute
instructions against breaking relations at this juncture:;and that
he could not do other then he was instructed. These instructions were
in line with generasl public opinion here- I know,personally know, that
within two days he begen hemmering the Government :??E‘;EEE:§§§ for
a change in the instructions to permit him to go eslong . And I am
convinced that the formula reached would have been impossible but for
the fight he was meking all the tijme with his Government.

The agreements of Rio will go to Congress probably next week. It is
Rossettis plan first to ask for a vote of approval on his course at
Rio. That will be forthcoming. He will then immedistely at the same
meeting ask that all the egreements reached at Rio be ratifiee. He
now has & card in his hand he has not had before--he is in position



to inform Congress in seoret session of the war material we are
sending for the protection of the coast;since the one strong objec-
tion to breeking relations has been that it would ne unwise to issue
8 chellenge without heving anything with which to protect the coast.
He is clever and powerful in debate and has come through on more than

one occasion because of the fight he has made in Congress in debates
in secret sessions+ I hope ,can only hope,he will succeed here-

No one opposing breaking relations doubts that this is
inevitable and may come at any moment ,amd most sgre- that Chile
will be in the war soon. But many take the position that Chiles
friendship and support of the United States should follow the line
our Government did in the v case of Englend until sttacked. These

’ course,overlook the fact that Chile has agreed that an attack on
one of the American Republics 1s an attack on each and alls That I
shgll try to impress on Rios. But I have no indiecations thet Rios
is opposing ratificetion.

We have the opinion of Beunos Alres,through Armour,that the Minister
of Foreign Affairs there had a conversation with Rios on the border.
This when mentioned by the press here was stoutly denied by the
Government which only said however that h it had arranga#&u such
meeting ;and it was announced too that Rios would not go to Argentine
soil. That would not heve prevented Hios from seeing the Argentine on
Chilean soil. I shell be in better position to guess after I heve

hed my telk with Rios who has been in the South.

It looks es though the next Minister of Foreign Affairs here will be
either Jorges Matta several times Minister under Alessandri,or Barros
Jarpa. The former i1s old and 11l and may not asccept and I do not know
precisely his attitude. But Barros Jerpa is militantly ,openly,

e chempion of the United States and a close friend of mine+ He,too,
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was Minister under Alessandri.
I heard Welles recent speech on the radio perfectly: It made a good
impression here end should have a good effect in the ratification
matter:

With warmest regards,

Sincerely, a 54

Hon.Franklin D.Roosevelt
The White House-



Exocellenoy!

1 have ru.;ﬁd with particular pleasure your
kind note of the second of this month in which you
oongratuls e me on my election as President of the
Republic of Chile.

I appreciate in all their wvalue the concepts
to which you refer in the eleotoral act. My Govern-
ment will have as its special preccoum tion ocollabara=-
tion with all the countries of American and more
particulerly with the United States of North America.

———

I assure Your Excellenoy that during my

Administration the ties of friendship between Chile
and the grect Democracy of the North which you so
worthily represent will be strengthened,

#ith assures of my higheat esteem and considera-

tion,

(signed) JUAN ANTONIO RIOS



Santiego,February 25,1942
Dear Mr President:=-

Sinee writing the lette@ to Welles,a copy inclosed,l have learned
devinitely that Barros Jarpa is to be the new llinister of Forelgn Affeirs and will
glve his acceptance tonight. He is a militant pro-Americean and has been for years,
g0 much so that when a president for ths Chils —American Cultural Institute was
selected four years ago he was naturally chosen. He was llinister under Alessandri.
He is a leading lawyer,a very able man ,2 lecturer on international law at the
University. Hecently he has written articles for the press attacking the Axis and
Japan and in a notable speech at the University he did the same and at the same time
made a spirited defence of our policies. I do not know = single Chilean whom I would
rather trust as far as we are concerned.

But like practically all the leaders of Chile ,like practically all the prees,and
most of the people who are pro-American,he does not think Chile should break off
relations untll something in the nature of en attack on Chile or an interference with
hefr shipping of war material to the States occcurs. He takes the position that the
breaking of relations inevirably would be followsd with the sinking or attacks on
ships ,and that so long as Chile can continue sending this material without molesta-
tion the ganink is not only Chile's but ours., Hs thinks that sooner or later and
probably scon the attack will be made and then all public opinion outside MNazi and
Fifth Colum ecirecles would back the Govermment in breaking relations. We may think
otherwise but on my responsibility I state this as a fact--that Chile does not

favor an unprovoked breaking of relations and I mean by that Chileans who are mili-

tantly pro-imericans



Because of his attitude on this one thing he is elearly disturbed about accepting
the post offered. I personally think we cannot do as well anywhere else,
If he accepts,Rios,the president-elect,wishes him to go at onee before
the inauguration to the States to discuss with the Department every phase of Chilean
relations and since he is a voery reasonable ,able man with a capacity to pive and take
I have a feeling that grounds would be laid Tor the elimination of all misunder-
standings that may exist. It oceurs to me that he might be converted to our view on
the breaking of relations.
1 am a bit concerned for fear that a delay in breeking relations may lead to press
denunciations of Chile and reprisals which would certainly meke us no friends in
Chile and unquestionably would lose us many of our best friends. . .ave cableef Welles
this view and the hope that we will exercise patience for the moment at least.
The Chileans are a peculiar people and a very proud people ,and they are
very much against yielding to pressure from the outside ,They showed that when
franco broke relations and gave out an insulting statement. To my amzement every
papef,including the most rabid anti-Govermnment pepers, went aggressively to the
support of the Government ,I am hoping theerefore that there will be no precipitate
reprisals and that Barros Jarpa cen be convinced in Washington.
1 dislike to bother you but this impresses me as so important that it is my duty
to get this exposition of the situation to Washington.

With warmest regards ’
Sincerely,

Hon Bumnklin D,Roosevelt 2777 Mﬂ""‘"“

The White House.



Santlago, February 26, 1942

Dear Mr. Wellesi

During the last two days I have had long conversations
with the President-elect, Rlos, with Acting Presldent Mende:z
and with Rossetti. I ¢nﬂlnd tﬁn substance of my conversation
with Rossetti(My telegram No. 323 February 25, & am). I got
the distinet impression, taking into consideration the charsc-
ter of Roseettl, that he actually believes that Congress will
ratlfy the agreemente of Rio and that the actual breaking of
relatlons thus made possible without any further reference to
Congress will be left to the new Adminlstration. In thie con-
nection he sald that while he had personally not discussed the
matter with Rlos, three others had told him that from their
conversantions with Rlos they were convinced that Rios is ready
to break.

There is no longer any thoughtin Rossettli's mind of
remaining on as Minister, and I am persuaded that he had
fixed his hope on the ambassadorship in Rio which he will
nnlrualikgnt unless he acte decisively and courageously on
the breaking of relations.

My conversation with Mendez was very cordial. He 1sg in
no eense a great men but by no means the utterly colorless and
charaoterless flgure he was pictured in some of the wise-grack-
ing American Journals. He 1s a fine physiclan, a real humani-
tarlian, kindly, honest, very moderate, and the fact that he
does have character 1s manifest in the fact that he has main-
tained order and tranquility under difficult conditions during
a critical period. He sald that his Government's feeling
toward the United States 18 one of complete coordination and
cooperation, of a reallizaetion that his le best for the Chilean
people, and that we can count on Chilels help in every way in
connection with the war. That he hates the Axis and its
allies 18 very clear. He sald something rather indefinite
to the effect that Chile has some probleme peculiar to itself
which makes 1t wise to move with some cautlion and deliberation
but he clearly wieshed to make it clear that this should not be
interpreted as being under the pressure of the Axis. He
clearly feels that sooner or later Chile will be attacked,

The Honorable
Sumner Welles,
Under Secretary of State,
Washington, D. C.
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Rossettl sald very emphatically that any one who thinks
that by refusing to break relations with the Axis powers Chile
can escape attack i1s stupid; that from the view point of
realism 1t is inevitable that the Axis and Japan will sink or
attack Chilean ships and industries to nrevent the sending to
the Statee of cur war needes; that for the momen Japan probably
feols that nothing can be gailned by an attack but that this
merely means that she is not reasdy. Thus he answere very real-
i1stically and wisely the arguments agalnst breaking relations.
Fe 1s a queer combination. I ampersuaded that his bad impression
in Rio was due to his vanity. He should have been very frank
about the obstacles and difficulties he faced because of his
lack of power beyond his instructions. Put to have admitted
that he 1s not a powerful figure dletating the policles of
Chile would have hurt his vanity. Thua he posed evidently as
a4 man having the power and authority to do what he pleased.

My conversation of an hour with JuanAntonio Rios was moet
pleasant. FHe began in a very complimentary strain of personal
complimente apropos of my work here, and went on to say that
he wishes to go along with the United States in complete coopera-
tlon. MHe sald his personal and professional relations with
American business here had given him a better understandl
of the psychology of North Americans than most Chileanz had.

He eald that he hafireceived many clippings from the North
American prese on his election which he eeply appreclated.

He then made it olear that he will change the Minlster
of Forelgn Affairs and that the new man will be a sincere

1 TEAE% R W P9 4 Y ve 40 o £ o6 AR}y ¢ or L O e aprtiman.
clated if he were in position to Inform me for “ashington the
neme of the man he hea in mind. I told him laughlngly that at
Vifia the other day I had seen Barros Jarpa &and had begun nrk
conversation with him by asking him when he wae golng to take
office; that he began talking of something else and that I

had repeated the guestion &g impudently ae I could, and that he
had passed 1t off with a Joke. Rlos asked me when I had seen
Barros Jarpa. 1 told him last Friday. He laughed &nd sald
that I was "warm". I told him I hed heard three men munténnud
as poseibilities, Barros Jarpa, Jorge Matte and Benjamin Clapp.
He seemed surprised when I mentioned Claro and I have since A
heard that Ben 18 to be Minlster of Educatlion or 18 to succee
to the well-pald Job now held by Rios. He then sald that there
is no objection to telling me confldentlall who is to be his
Forelgn Minleter but that he cannot @oday since the man he has
in mind 18 to glve him his answer at elght o'eclock tonight. "
The moment the thing is settled he will give me the informatlon
in confidence for transmission to Washington.

This
I got the impreselion that it ie to be Barros Jappa.
gintlumﬁn gside+stepped at Vifia in my convereation with him and
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implied that his practice is such that he could not afford

it but I suspect that sinoce he had not been made & definite
offer he protected himself by side-stepplng the cuestion.

He certainly 1e an outstanding and most eble opponent of the
Axle Powers and In a speech at the University of Chile he made
& powerful speech against them.¥e 1s also very nartial to the
United Stutes, militantly so, and for three years has been

the President of the Chile-American Cultural Inetitute, He
was twlge Minlster of Forelgn Affalre under Alessandri, of
whom he is a close personal friend, He meete our desires on
everything but one, - he doer not think it wise to break dip-
lomatic relations without a specific offense aimed at "hile.
This 1s not due to any friendly feeling for Cermany, Italy or
Japan, all of whose policies and purposee he hae attecked for-
mally in publlic. But there 1t ls. He is moderate, reasonable,
most friendly and partlal to us, and on the whole he would be
& good selection from our point of view. I doubt if it would
be posslible tc get anyone else so acceptable. His relations
with the whole Amerlican businegs colony are close and intimate.
He 18 a greatl sdmirer of HAoosevelt, Hull and voursel?,

Since wrlting the above Barros Jarpa sent for & member
of my staff with & mes:cage to me to the effect that he 1s the
man who is to give hle answer by elght o'clock tonight. He
apparently was worrled because while sotually militently pro-
American on everything in general he, like most of the other
Chileans, thinks 1t would be unwise to break off relatlons until
& speciflic reason is furnished, He says that Rloe wishes him
to go immediately to the United Statee for the purpoee of a
genersl survey conversatlon with the Department covering the
whole field. &t nine o'clock he Informed ue that he had

accepted.

"Whatever may happen or nct happen during the next month,
before the new administration comes in, I think it would be
unwise to indulge ln any reprisale ageinst Chile and especially
before Barros Jarpa hae an opportunity to resch Washington,
since 1t seeme poselble to me that he may be won over from this
one point and on every other point of our policles I think he
is completely with us.

Congress 1ls to be called for next Monday and Rossettl
thinks the discusslon may drag along for ten days or 80, but
he acts as though he has counted noses and knows that ratifica-
tion will follow with a large majority in the Chamber and a
small majority in the Senate, where the old reactionary hold-
overs have a third of the votes. There 18 little we can do
about 1t beyond working on Rossettl to make a fight. I talked
very bluntly and strongly to him, along the line of your sug-
gentlon but hls only reaction was that I need "not worry", that
the agreement would be ratified, and that within a short time
diplomatic relations will be broken. It would be a great
blunder, considering Chilean character, to attempt to work on
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members of the Deputies or Senate, since anything in the way
of outeide pressure would be resented and do more harm than good,

I have Just heard that before the Rio Conference the Em-
bagey in Buencs Alres had the exaot formula we favored regard-
ing the breaking of relations. I assume from this that esome
clerk in the Department by oversight falled to send that
formula to us. It would have been very helpful to have had it
since 1t would have permitted a lot of spade work. We were
taken by surprise in the Fmbasey here when it developed at
Rlo that tthe breaking of relatlione was considered by us the
erux of the whole conference., I had sent you my conversation
wlth Rossetti in whiech he made clear the reluctance of the
Covernment here to break relations at this time and this may
have persuaded the Department that nothing could be accomplished
at thie end.

I have Just had some slde lights on Rossetti at Rio
which throws an entirely different light upon his conduct
there. I understand that he tried to do a lot of heavy bar-
galning amounting almost to an attempt at blackmalling
Brazil and the United States. I know that is the opinion
of Barros Jarpa. All I had heard before was in connection
with his fsilure to get suthority to go along with the plan
for breaking relations. He certainly was not wholly
respongible for that as he had his instructions and there
wae no poseible way for him to ewade his instructions.

With warmest regards,
Sinoerely,



Clke Fotde

Santiago, ilarch 2,61942

Dear lir Presivent:-
Barrog Jarpa,the forthooming kiinister of

Foreign Affairs Just left my house after an hour conversation .
Ag 1 wrote you it would be Impos:ible to find any ome in public
life in Chile so notoriously,sincerely and milituntly pro-imeri-
can . He waa'and still iBlPr&aiﬂent of the Uhila-Ameriaaanneiﬂtg
,arrointed by us five years ago . The Eritish Ambaseador called
me yesterday to say we muet be pleased at his arpointment.

He told us a few days ago that Fresident-elect Rios had told

him he wished him to go £t once to Washington for frank and

broad discussions with you, Hull and Welles about Chilean collo-
boration . Today he tells me that Rios has changed him mind about
the time and now thinks it best for him to go 1mmaﬂ;itely or very
soon after taking office. His reason is that shouldé he go now

he ies afraid of resentment on the part of Rossetti,and possibly
the present Government,and that the former mightiin resentment
take some step that would greatly embarase his Adminiestration.
EBarros Jarpa said he thought he would suggest to Rios that ben
Cohen,whom you probably know and who certainly is well known to
Welles ,and who is now Ambassador to Bolivisa,be sent now ,under
the pretext of businese or pleasure,to make a preliminary survey

of the whole scene with our Government .Thie,he thinke might

8implify hies own work when he goes.



Barrog Jarpa is a very able man, an erudite International
lawyer,a former Forelign Minlster ,a leader of the
Bap, dignified, high-minfed ,honest frank 1and
rereonglly charming. He has been one of my best friends
ever since 1 came. We all at the Embassy are pleased with his
aprointment dispite his feeling that the time is not ripe for
breaking relations. Unfortunately this view iz shared here by
all Chileans including the most ardent of our friends. They all
admit that Chile will be attacked and will instantly not onlj
bbeak relations but probably declare war .They clte our attitude
toward England during the firat two years and insist theirs is
rrecisely the same toward us and that they will act as we did
whern the condition which confronted us in lecemvber arises.
e all combat this as much 2e possible but with the sentiment so
unanimous,or almost so,it is very difficult to make progress.
Laust night liles Sherover wag at the house. He ig
very eager to Jjoin in the war work ,regardless of pay. I know
our pecople at the Lepartment do not care for him much but since
he syeaks Ruesisan, knows Ruseian psychology,and knows Huseian
leaders since floating the Russian bondse, he might be used to
advantage in some connection in the embassy at lloscow.
The rress here carries a story from Madrid of a govern-
ment funetion there in honor of the thirty aviators in the
spanish army who are leaving to fight with Hitler aganinst the

Russians.
Witk warmest regards,

sincerely
Hon.Franklin L.Roosevelt QSI ” 5 W%

The White Houses



Santiago liarch I6,I942

Dear lir President:=
The ineclosed copy of a letter
to Welles may throw some light on the presant

Chile:n outlook.
With warmest regardsm,

Sincerely, l :

Hon,.Franiflin D.Roosevelt

Tha White Houses



Santiago, March 16, 1942

Dear Mr. Welles!

I am rather concerned over two things, - one, recent ocom-
plleatione which are clearly creating lrritation both in Wash-
ington and Santliago, and second the evident misconception in
theUnited States of the attiude of Chile on the war. It is
poesible that a review of the sltuation as seen here at the
present time and an analysis of the figures in the forthcoming
fovernment with whom we shall have to deal may be of some service.

The ovefwhelming mase of the Chlilean people are wholly with
the United Nations and against the Axis. The decisive victory of
Rios over Ibaflez who frankly stood for the Totslitarlan point
of view does not measure the extent of this partiality for the
United States., Many thousand of partisans, eager to get rid of
the Popular Front, but in no sense Totalitarians or pro-Nazi,
voted for Ibafiez. These men were shortsighted, emall-bore poli-
ticlans and partisans who did not realize that they were playing
into the hands of Hitler.

In our various negotiations with the Chlleans we have
encountered in some guarters a bargalnl epirit indicative lese
of a desire to stand with us because of the principle involved
than of gett all possible out of us in the way of oredits,
ete. You fo that Rossettl in Rio was such a bargeiner, but
I am afraid we most not single him out for condemnation. It is
the Chilean epirit. Pedregal is infinitely worse I think. He
was once overheard saying at a dinner: "I will stay with the
Yankees as long as the money holds out" But thisrepresents the
viewpoint of the businees men and the politiciane and not of
the major part of the people. Unfortunately the prees reflecte
the views of the politicians and bueiness element, not of the
maJor part of the people.

It is Aifficult to find many public men who frankly are
sympathetic toward the Axis. Some who I am sure are sympathetic
will stoutly maintain that they are not. The two outstanding
friends of the Axis who puzrle me not a little are Cruchaga

and

The Honorable
Sumner Welles,
Under Secretary of State,
Washington, D. C.
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and Senator Max Errazuriz The firet of whom holds on to the
honorary presidency of the German organization, and entirely

Nazl organization and the second maintains his position as the
head of the Japanese organization. Gruchlil I have tried to
excuse but when he presided over a farewell dinner glven by
Friends of Germany to Lelsewitz, and at hie age toured the country
with Ibafiez, I abandoned the effort. Politically, however,
Oruchaga is passé. His association with the Friends of Germany

18 unfortunate however because of his past prestige, and hie
intimate identification with the Church. He makes a fine banner.

While his age and his not unnatural indisposition to break
old social tles at hie time of life offers something in extenua-
tion, I find absclutely nothing in the case of Errazuriz. He has
no close social friends among the Japanese of whom there are
few in Chile. When old friends of his have expressed thelr
astonishment that he does not resign he asks "Why should I ? It
would only irritate them?" He too is an outstanding layman of
the Chureh. I cannot accept as a friend of the United States
at this time anyone who heads a Japanese organizatlon.

These two, Cruchaga and Errazurlz, are princlpal owners
of the Carrera Radlo, and so anxious have I been to bring them
into the fold that when Jim Farley's Coca Cola people gave a
very large advertising contract to radios and did not include
the Carrera, I wrote Farley explaining the situatlon and asking
him to remember 1t in the future. These men tell us that they
refused an enormous contract from the Axis and hoped to make
up the loss by support of American and British business men and
I have asked our people to remember them. Thle, however, was
before Japan launched her attack on us. By all the rules a
radlo station owned by the head of a Nazl organizatlon and by
the head of a Japsnese organization would be put on the black
1ist. But so logg as it does not spread Axis propagandal
would be opposed to this because of its relation to the Church
through the ownership of two outdtanding laymen.

These two men are members of the Senate where they have
influence, especially with the opposition, and they may be
put down as opposed to breaking relations.

(2) ACTIVITIES OF ALLIED MISSIONS.

Our cause is handicapped here by the intense activity of
the Axis Powers, including Spain, through thelr embassles and
legation. Having no trade matters to look after all four
concentrate on propaganda. Very few of the Allled missions do
more than mark time.

The British Embassy is an exceptlion of course and 1s doing
a
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a great deal in the way of propaganda. Its propaganda section
is eepeclally worthy of commendation. 8Sir Charles Orde, the
Ambassador 1s not well, and hies methode lack the brute force
of the Axis diplomats.

The Yugoslav Minister, Dr. Kolombatovic, ie intensely and
effectively active. After the Germans, the Yugoslavs have the
largest and most prosperous colony here. They are ardently
devoted to their country and are intensively organized. They
follow Kolombatovic blindly, contributing money whenever asked.
They have the brute force that matoches that of the Germans
and the Germans cannot pound the table any lounder than
Kolombatovie. He 1s an educated man, speaking English, French
Spanieh, Yugoslav, Russian and German and he saw service in
the Army and understands esplonage. He talks bluntly to
the Foreign Office.

The Dutch Minister, or Chargé, von Oven, is an ardent
patriot but wholly ineffective. His wife ie more aggressive.
There ie a falr sized Dutch colony that could be used to
greater advantage.

The Polish Minieter, Mazurkiewloz, does little beyond
giving masses for the Polish martyrs, eto.

The Danlsh Minlster, stationed at Buenos Alres, impresses
me greatly, but he 1s seldom here, and Theodor Weesel, the Chargé,
is a pleasant man, married to an American woman, but he seldom
visite the Forelgn Office and does nbthing that I can dlscover.

The Chinese Minister is active but young and inexperienced and
of course has no colony to back him, none worth while. He

does Eu to the Forelgn Office however and he wants to act

closely in conjJunction with us.

The Belglan Minister, Gerard, seemed for a time completely
crushed by the fate of his country, but he has recovered and
is more active, though he seldom goes to the Foreign Office.

Whenever anything comes up of any importance, the German,
Italian, Spanish Ambassadors and the Japanese Minister move
in quick succession to the Foreign Office,but only the
British, Yugoslav and ourselves among the Allies combat thelr
efforts.

(3) THE SOUTH AMERICANS.

Gracle, the Brazlllan Ambassador, has become very active
and forceful in dealing with the Foreign Office. He was 8o
indifferent at first that I had no confidence in his position
but since Aranhas vislt here ha has changed and is now the
moast energetic and effective diplomat in furthering our aims.
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Seflor lileto Caballero, the Columblen Ambassador, and
E:::l:as;i;;liiu;ht Peruvi:n, are certainly with us but they
- are not ve foroeful. Of co N
has but recently arrived. ad i B

Gulraldes, the Argentine, is as active aghinst our cause
as the OQerman, Italian or SpanishAmbassadors, with whom he
mostly assoclates. Ostria Gutlerrez, the Boiitian, e &
#trong, forceful man and glves ue excellent support.

Spindola, the Mexican, slnce the ghange in Administration
in Mexlco, has been very active and foreceful in dealing with
the Forelgn Office.

The Ministers of Panamd and Venezuela are withus but
not very effectlve or active.

(4)JUAN ANDNIO RIOS

Juan Antonio Rloe is & handome man who "looke like a
Fresident" and is friendly to the United States. He 1s not
& great man and he has nelther the humanitarian tralte not
the ideallsm of Agulrre Cerds, nor the brilliance and color
of Alexxandri. He 1s a lawyer whose practice has largely been
in the corporation fleld and he hae been connected profession-
ally with the American businegses here and for a time wae on
the board of the Telephone Company. I am sure we shall hsve
nothing to fear from him in the matter of protecting American
intereste here. The danger is that he will think this all
we should ask hin in the way of pro-Americeniem. He ig apt
to confuse Big Businese with the United Btates and I suespeot
that he is certain that "Dollar Diplomacy" and not the "Good
Meighbor Poliey" reflecte the United States. He wante
American money invested in Chile but on a fifty-fifty basie.
In the campalgn he took a square position for democracy and
against totalitarianism indirectly but he refralned from any
comments that totallitarians would resent. Reared in the
South among the Germans, with whom his political career began,
he Eot a surpflsingly large vote in the Oerman ocentere of
Valdivia and rno, but this wae probably personal. His
wife i a German and I hear that she is very pro-German and
that there have been family quarrels on the war. 4t les said
a divorce %as rending, becsuse of a mistress, whenhe was
nominated for President§, then his wife concluded ghe could
tolerate the mistress for residence in the Moneda.

He has sald that Congress will not pases on the Rlo
agreements until after his inaupuration, and he certainly
has never indlcated any dievosition to break diplomatioe
relations. I am informed by Barros Jarpa, who 18 to be his
Forelgn Minlieter, that in his inaugural address he will skirt
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around the Rlo agreemente and merely say that if the bre

of relatione becomes necessary he will consultCongress. In
brief, I think we can count wholly on hie economic collabors=
tion but at this time I am not so eure of his political
collaboration to the extent desired by us. He le very cagey
about that.

I do not gather from anything I have heerd that he ls
more than superficlally interested in & program of soclal
amekloration but that his attitude toward labor 13 very much
that of our own Chamber of Commerce. He is a bitter enemy
of the communlsts and Barros Jarpa telle me that he will stand
no nonsense from them. He will try to curtall thelr sctivities.
I am a bit afrald he may go so far as to precipltate soclal
dlsorders since he will be very apt to interpret any demand
of labor on wages or working conditione as "communistic".

I am glving you the dark slde, hoping that I may be wrong.

Barros Jarpa 1s certalnly eincerely pro-american. He
bases hie oppoeiticn to brtnklnf diplomatic relatione on the
belief that it woudd be but an idle gesture calculated to
invite attack when Chile 1s not prepared for the defense of
its coast. He finde Chlle's position in ite relation to the
Unlted States preclisely that of our position in relstion to
England during the firet two years of the war. He said to
me that Pan-Amerlcenlsm does not contemplate the determlnatlon
of the forelgn policy of any one nation by a majority vote of
the whole. Thie interested me, since I have heard from Agulrre
Cerda, Forelgn Minlsters andé other publlc men bitter resent-
ment of the action of some natlons in South America in publiely
propoeing and publicly urglng the adoption of some action
on all American natlons without previous diplomatlic coneultations.

But not withstanding all this, he insiests that Chlle will
go along with the United States in the war.

This may furnish the Department with some background
material and be helpful.

With warmest regards,

~ Sincerely,
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Dear lr President:-

Santingo ,April 22,1042

I inclose herewith a copy of a lstter to kr

fielles which may contain information you would like to have.

I em firmly of the opinion that if the GCovermment here,
shy of anything that may annoy the Axis ,continues to hold
back from the public the various contributions we are making
to the economic life and natiocnal defence of Chile, this in-
formation should be given to the United and Associated Press in
Weshington and sent here for the local press. We have popular
sentiment with us,but with the Axis propoganda lying sbout us and
with Covernment here with'.olding from the public ,as it so cften
has done, our contributions,I feel we must give our friends the
facts. 1 took up with E1 L[auuril; the failure of the press to
give us credit for the coast defence materisl and the owner
followed with a strong fine editorial .
With warmest regards,

Sincerely,

Hon,Franklin D.Roosevolt
The White House. W



Santlsgo, April 2, 1942
Dear Mr. Welles:

The clear intent of Rulz Guifiazd'e vieit wase to exert
pressure on Chile to go along with Argentina on her war
policy, and all the Axis miesions here, ineluding, of course,
the Spanieh, also part of the Axis, prepared to make a Roman
holiday. The Government here was embarrassed as I wrote you
or rather wired you. That Rossettl wae in earnest about it I
learned later in a strange way from Barros Jarpa who told me
that Rossettl showed him a telegram to Hichels instructing
him to inform our Government in the sense of his talk with me.
I was a bit surprised to hear Barroe Jarpa say that he had Als-
approved. Rossettl gawe a luncheon for QiMasd but invited no
diplomats, Just the members of the Guifiazd mission and members
of the Forelgn Office staff. Members of my etaff who have seen
him in the street report that no one was paylng any attention
to him. My daughter happened to pase the Moneda when he made
hie much advertised appegrance there to call on the Acting
Presldent and was amazed to find not more than a dozen people
standing about, though on such occasions usually there is a
large crowd.

The climax came when Guifiazd delivered his address at the
Unlversity of Chile to which the entire Diplomatie Corps wase
invited. Not “one solitary member of the diplomatic missions
of South and Oentral Amerlca attended. I did not. None of
the European Alllees attended except the poor Pole, who 18 a nice
well meaning fellow but a bit dull and who wae frightened to
note the absence of all diplomats except those of the Axis -
the German, Itallian, Spanish and Japanese, wll with all their
military members in uniform. Thie has been the tople of much
conversatlon in the Corps.

The next morning the superb article of the U. P. to the
effect that we are not furnishing war material to Argentina
now because of her fallure to cooperate on a policy of conti-
nental defense appeared, conspilcuously displayed, in all the

leading

The Honorable
SBumner Welles,
Under Secretary of State,
Washington, D. C.



leading paperw and crested ecmething of a sensation. It
helped to incresese the governmental timldity here regarding
Bulfiazii. That night Guifezii spoke by invitation before the
House of Deputliee. It wae a bremidic epeech but he managed
to get something about the deslire of Argentina and Chile to
remain neutral in the wer. On the whole the Ouinazd visit
has been & diemal flép.

Yesterday in reesponse to the expreeslon of a desire of
Gonzelez Videls to meet me, I invited him with & eenatorial
friend of his and four others to a qulet lunchecn at my house.
He stayed until four o'clock, from one, end talked very
freely. He ir a handsome man end really brilliant and alto-
géther charming. He was enthuelastlic about the U. P, etory
of thet morning. He thought that we are not ueing enough of
that eledge hammer kind of propaganda. The Axis is ueing
the most unscrupulous methods, lying, etc., &and taking ad-
vantage of the treditional feeling in Chile in favor of neu-
trallty in ordinsry ware to Fet in their work ageinst breaking
relations. He actually did not know about the coset defense
material we have already set up here. He thought that few
do know. Ae you know I told Rossetti he could zive out the
story of the arrival of the cune, in accordance with inetructions,
but esome Aaye went by before anything wes ssid in the press and
then 1t came in the form of & brief statement from the Minister
of Defende which was not what 1t should have been. I did not
feel at liberty without instructions from Washington to give
1t out from the Embassy. You may recall that 1 suggested that
it be given out in Washington to the U. P. with the request
that it be given & full play here.

Gonzalez commented on the fact that our A. P, and U, P,
do not apnear to be doing any pro-American war work on their
own and he ssid that the French agenecy, the German agency,
the Itallan agency, the Spanish agenoy, all are engaged in
constantly propagenda moetly predicated on l1ies, while our
agencles can in such stories as appearad esterday serve our
cause enormously by printing the truth. & 8ald that the
United Statee hae a very great popular following in Chile but
that we must give them something totalk about.

Cecll Lyon thought that Conzalez was implying that he would
be glad to look after Chilean propaganda for us, but the idea
d1d not occur to me, nor to others present, thauEht it may be
true. My impres:ion that he is slated for a diplomatic post
tlinded me at least to euch an impres-ion. Whether we could
make use of Gonzalez, if such was in his mind, depends in my
opinion entirely on hie relations to Rios. As far as I know
they are good. Because of Gonzalez' fight with Marclial Mora
for refusing to extend the day for the primary three days to
glve Gonzalez a chance to get to the people, an attempt was
made to expell Gonzalez from the Radical party. It resulted
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in failure and Morahss regigned the Presidency of the Party.

Just have your letter of the 26th. It 1s queer that
even after the Aate of your letter Barros Jarpa spoke to
me about Arturo Alessandri being ofrered the post 1if feelers
indlcate & willingnease, However, as T informed you, he
Sald at the same time that if Aleseandri will not teke it
ne chenge would probebly be made., I wonder if Rioe 1ie
&ctling on such thinge without keeoing Eerroes Jaros informed,

¥ith wormeet regerds,

Sincerely, i
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Dear Claude: April 28, 1942

I have received your letter of April 16, 1942
with which you enclosed & copy of your letter of
April 15, eddressed to Sumner ¥elles.

There hes, to my knowledse, been no intimation
by any responsible officer of the Government of the
United Stetes that this Covernment ls gontempleting any
deliber=tely unfavorsble msction ageslinet any friendly
country such #s Chlle which har not as yet seen rit to
take drastlic sction azsinet sur enemies to.the extent
at lesst of bresking relstions, From a purely realietio
point of view, there would seem to be nothins to ~-ein
from such potion on our nart. As I belleve Sumner VWelles
hea mentlioned %o you, however, there will naturslly
be gome natters with respect to which the nations who
have Lroken relatione with the Axip will inevitably
recelve trectament different from the trestment recelved
by those countries which continue to maintaln s gemblenoe
of neutrality. DBut this difference will be due to the
neceselty for glving rreferentisl assistonce ts those
countries which are coover-tiag most closely with us.

Sincerely yours,

The Hpnoreble
sude G, Powere
American Amﬁanpadur,
Santliasgo, Chile.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

April 27. 194

My dear Mr. President:

I have received your memorandum of April 23,
1942 enclosing s letter of April 16, 1942 which you
have recelved from Ambassador Bowers at Santlago.

There 1s enclosed for your consideration a draft

of a reply to Amigessador Bowers.

Enclosure:

Draft of reply.

The President,
The White House.



F Fi
i £
u‘t{.({ .7){"@{1"
THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 23, 1942.

MFMORANDUM FOR
HON. SUMNER WELLES

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY.

r'D'R.

Lettex from Claude Bowers, April 16,
vantiago, Chile to the Pres.
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> Santlago, May 1k, 1942

Dear Mr. Presldent:

I am rather sorry that we have decided againset the
acceptance of an invitation to Wallace or Wellee to be
the guest of the Chilean Nation eince it had seemed to
me that if offered the opportunity which means so much
in a soundly democratic country like this to reach and
marshall public opinion which determines governmental
action in accordance with the principles of democracy.
It 18 true that Chile has moved 8lowly and has not broken
relations yet but it is moving elowly in the right direc-
tlon and the foreign policy here is in the hands of a
Minister who 1e ardently and sincerely our friend, a real
champion of democracy and well known as an uncompromising
enemy of Totazlitarianiem or dictatorshipe. A dictator can
fix a policy today which may be all we ask for, and if the
fortunes of war sway againet us tomorrow and the prospects
of our enemlee brighten, he can change the policy over
night; but the real democratic convictions of the Chilean
people would make that change here impossible.

Yesterday at a banquet given at the Air Field in honor
of the American aviators who brought the fifteen planes I
made a speech presenting the American flag sent by you and
General Marshall. 1In the speech I got in the fact that we
have thus served Chile at a sacrifice; and General Castro
in hie reply sald Chile would hever forget the sacrifice
we had made. I sat beside Barros Jarpa and had a long talk
with him on Chileen policy. He 1is clearly unhappy over the
situation.

The Honorable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.



eltuation. He sald that his hesitancy about going to Wash-
ington le due to the fact that until Chile breaks relatione
his poelition there among a people highly worked up naturally
on the war would be difficult in that until relations are
broken he could not say to interviewers the things he would
like to say and that we would have him say; that thie would
make Chlle's position with the American public more unfor-
tunate than now. He then sald that there are certalin thinges
he wante to do and thinks he can do speedily. He wants to
remove the pro-Nazl Ambaesador in Argentina and send Luis
Subercaseaux; he wants to suppress the Nazi paper here,

the ALEMAN; and he wante to go after all the pro-Axis
activities here, the agents, sples, propagandists, and all
organlzatlons enemies.of the United Statee and wipe them out.
He made this astonlsh*statement: "The only possible Justifi-
catlon for our preeent policy of legal neutrality would be
to proceed draestlcally against all these enemies of the
United States."

I told him I thought it i1s a great mistake to prostpone
indefinitely hie trip to Washington, that the misunder-
standings could be wiped out in intimate conferences, that
postwar matters would be consldered and that I am afraid
that 1f Chile holds off from such a conference while other
nations are holding them Chlle may find in the end that she
has missed the bost. I shall continue to prese him on this.

I confess that I cannot underetand clearly the peychology
here about the bresking of relations. Barroes Jarpa sald
something vaguely which suggested to me the poeelibility
that there are party conelderations involved which do not

meet with hls approval.

Cur situatlon 1s much better I think than ever before.
Gracle, the Brazillian Ambassador, agrees with this. The
press 1s very friendly. My relations with the leaders here
both of the Government and the Oprogition are most cordial,
on terms of personal friendehlp. With patience I feel we shall
get in the end all we want. Today I am having an intimsate
luncheon at the house with Arturo Aleseandri, the former
President, Senator Alessandri, hie son, Barros Jarpa and wife,
Cruchaga, Marclal Mora, the Radicazl, former Minister of
Forelgn Affalre and Finance, and the Agustfn Edwards.



With both Barros Jarpa and President Rios worried,
with the desire of both of them to have close relatione
withus, with public opinion and the prees becoming more

and more on our side, I am persuaded that with patiencd
we shall get what we want.

I am writing similarly to Welles.
With warmest regards,

S8incerely

ide Grdonw < .



P ol Fobdey
-2

Jear Claude:
1 hope that the vigorous cesmpalgn which you
are ilnitiating, according to your letter of April 29,
164E, will bear frult in & changed Chilean attltude,
and I understend from Xr, Vellee that the measures
Jou have suggested to hia are undergolng study.
Sincerely yours,

The Bonorsble
Claude G, Bowers,
Aamerlcan Aabassadocr,

Santiago.



DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

May 18. 1942

My dear Mr. President:

I have received your memorandum of May 11, 1942
enclosing for preparation of reply a letter dated
April 29, 1942 from Ambassador Bowers. There 1=
enclosed a suggested reply for your consideration,
and signature 1if approve.

Fgithfully yours,

Enclosures:

l. Letter from Ambassador Bowers,
dated April 29, 1942.

2. Suggested reply to
Ambassador Bowers.

The President,
The White House.
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S entiago,=ay 29,1042

Dear lr President:-
I inclose a copy of a letter to Welles that may

interest you. 1t gives some indieation of the conditions with which we
have to deal here. I am firmly convinced that the time has come to talk
rather bluntly to our friends. Our great trouble is that our real friends
are apparently afraid to stand up for us publiely while the Axis erowd
hammers away at us. I am now arranging with & number of Chileans who will
sign letters to the papers answering the attacks --letters I shall write
or inspire. They are easily and effectively answerede I sometime: think
toat the trouble here as in some parts of our own ecountry is that ths
cheaperpoliticians are afraid of the "Germean vote", Day Lefore yesterday
the Illustredo,orgen of the Church had & two and & half column review of
& book on the Rio Conference which would have the Pan-imerican Union
mean merely & union of the South American states end which creates the
impression that we are not real friends of these States «The author had
the audacity to attack insultingly the I8 nations that have gona with us
by breaking relations. I arranged with a Chilean to write an answer of
equel length which was quite as downright and this appeared today in

the Illustrado . Strange thing about this paper.l am convinced that at
heart it is totalitarian and it certainly is reactionary but it publishas
everything we ask and publishes more in our favor than any other paper

here,
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We are all deeply interested in what really is happening in
Italys Of epurse she is practically out of the war and 1s as mueh a
conquored country as Belgium.Possibly she wants peace« ut peace with
tussolini would be absurd. 4 peace with him in power at the conelusion
would searcely be a vietory for democracys I feel the sane way about
‘ranco and Suner. lere the Italians are under cover,ashaned in publie,
inactive or at least so ineffective that they may be ignored, The Japs
are the most insolent ., The Francoist the most sneaking and in pronoganda
in eertain quarters the most valuable to Hitler,
I have hopes that undep llorales,the new Prime Kinister,somethinge will
actually be dome to wipe out the Axis agents and Fifth ¢ lum conspirators
He talked very frankly to me »initiating the conversation along this line,
end the next day he sent the new head of the bureau of invustigations,
Colonel Frias to see me. I was mueh iﬁpresaed by him,and plans were made
for close colloboration. ¥e shall soon see what we shall see.

With warmest regards,

Sincerely,
ton,Franklin D.Hoosevelt M % a ﬂ %

-he White Ilouse.



Sentlago, April 30, 1942

My dear Mr. Wellea:

e

Late in the day I last te you, I saw Barros Jarpa
and had a rather stralght and downright conversation with
him, taking advantage of my personal relations with him
before he entered the Ministry. I began by observing lightly
that the Brazilian Ambassador had protested against the
insult to his country by the Nazl propagsnda sheet called
EL ALEMAN, He sald he had. I then sail that, of course, I
felt 100 per cent sympathy with the Brezilisn. But, I added,
"the United States and President Roosevelt have been atro-
clously lied about and outrageously attacked for many months
in both this paper and EL CHILERC®*. I saild that I have
sympathy with the lawe guaranteeing the liberty of the press,
but that he, Barros Jarpa, knew perfectly well that these
two papere, financed, subsidized by the Axls, are not legi-
timate newspapers but mere propaganda sheets, concentrating
on attacks on the United States. I then said in substance:

“The fact is that I have been greatly embarrsssed by
the tone and color of the press. For example: For many months
the Chllean Covernment begzed me to impress on Washington
the vital need of batteries for coast defense, for planes,
etc., and, afreeing with that need, I made many personal ap-
peals not only to Mr. Wellee but even to the President. 1
actually fought Chile's battle on that issue. You, know,
of course, 1t was a bad time to get arme from ue. Our own
Army was lnsisting that we could use everything we could
produce. OQur Alliee, fighting with us, Britain, Chine,
end Russie were in dlre need of these guns and planes. But
in the end we made the sacrifice for Chile, and the batteries
arrlved. They arrived withmen sent to give the necessary
instructlions to the Chllean Army on the use of the gune.

Now, you know, I have been utterly amazed bf the fact
that I have yet to hear one word of appreciation®.

"Do you mean from the Oovernment?", asked the Minlster.

"Well, yes. The fact is that I have not had one word
of

The Honorable
Supner Welles,
Under Secretary of State,
Washington, D. C.



of appreciation from the Government, outeide personal
worde from the Army and Nevy, but I wae not thinking so
much of that., I was thinking of the press. (Lying a bit)
I sald that I had been instructed to send to Washington
the reactions of the press."

"And", I went on, "we searched the Santiago papers
migroscoplcally and I wae unable to find one single
syllable of appreciation. On the contrary' -~ and here I
took up several coples of ALEMAN and EL CHILENO having
each double page, 8ensatlonally headlined attacks on us
for sending thie material -- "on the contrary I found
theee. Here, time and again, in these Axis propaganda
sheets, we are accused of having actually bullied a reludant
and embarrassed Chile into taking these guns against her
wishes. We are agoused with having actually sent "an army
of oeccupation". The Chileans were invited to hang their
heads in shame ae long as 'the foot of the invader is on
Chilean soll'. The public was tola, falsely, that the
Americans went ase a great courteey to instruct the Chilean
Army in the use of these gunds, were insutling to Chilean
officers.

"Now you can understand my embarrassment. I had urged
that thie material so earnestly and persistently ssked to be
sent and I had to send to Washington -- all there was to send -
nothing but theee foul attacke on use for having dared send it.

"Thie attitude of the press concerns me greatly because
human nature ig human nature everywhere, and Chile needs
other things that we can furnieh only at a sacrifice, and
when I urge the sending of these I am afraid that our
experience in the case of what we have sent will not be a
strong inducement."

flere Barros Jarpa told me that the press had said
nothing about the arrival of the batteries on instructions
of the Govennment then in power.

"But", I sald, "after the axie subsidized propaganda
sheete hiad flooded the streete with the gtory of their arrival
along with denunciations of ue for foreing them on Chile, it
was no longer a secret. A statement of the facte would then
have seemed to be in order - but not a word",

He then sald that a meeting of certain Ministera had
been called by Morales, Minister of the Interior, to consider
what can be done about these papers. I sald I hoped some-
thing could be done to protest the friende of Chile from
insults.

11
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There 1s one way to rcach these Axls propag:nde sheets.
They could not publish without paper. They get thie paper
from a peper manufacturing gompany here which furnishes all
the Bantiago press, and this company could not make the paper
without wood pdp from Canada and possibly, I do not know,
from the United States. The British here, acting through
Arthur Pack, Commerclal Attaché, 1n charge of the Plack List
and by odds the best man in the Embeesy, telle me that he
ie golng to recommend that no more wood pulp be sent this
manufagturer 1f he i1s to continue to furnish the finished
prdduct to the two papers. He saye he hae tolked with the
manufacturer who is quite ready to refuse them paper but he
saye there 1s a Government commission which orders the dis-
tribution of the paver to the press, and these two papers
are inoluded. In other words the Chllean Government orders
this manufacturer to furnienh these Axis sheets paner,

If the Allled natlions furnlshing the wood pulp informs
the Covernment that all wood pulp from them will be cut
off unlese thege pepere are cut out, it wil) find itself
in the poeltion of elther cutting them off or saying, in
effect, that better it is that no paper be published at all
in Santlego 1f these two Axls organs, subsidized by the
German Embasey we are sure, are refused parer. The effect
on EL MERCURIO, and ell the other papers would then be
magical. The CGovernment would not dare eserifice them for
the two Nazl sheete.

Thie l& something you may care to think over.
111

The Radlcal Psrty 1s egain on the war path ageinst 1ite
own Government. At & meeting of the Redicel Junte, one
Marlo Buneter Carmona, a rloh playboy, not in Congress,
but a member of the Junta, actuslly brought up a resolution
attacking Moralee for heving appointed Colonel Friles head
of the Bureau of Investi_utions. I strongly esuspect the reason.
I beliwve, thus faur, that Morales 18 in earnest about
cooperating with us in the mattér of runnins down the Axls
agents, ete., and Colonel Friss, who came to me from lorales,
impreseed me as a strong and sincere man who may mean
business. In other worde, he will not be a tool of the
Axis 1n the Investigations. We know that throughout the
war Nazl tools have been menbers of the Investigatione;
that damning evidence has beenplgeonholed; that when raids
have been made the Nazis have been tipned off in advance.

It
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It looks very much as though the pro-Axis element,
ineluding the cheaper of the politlicians intercsted in
the "Oerman vote®, iz concerned lest something actually
be done. I do not think Morales will pay any attention
end I cannot believe that Precident Rloes will not sustaln
him. But here we have an issue and on the soclution we may
reach intelligent conclusions.

Iv

On the anniversary of the birth of the Japanese imperor
gome of the pupers oarried full Eagn articles in glorificatlon.
EL MERCURIO did. Of course the Japsnese pald for 1t but .

ET MERCURIC fsiled to note publiely that 1t wae an advertlse-
ment. However, EL MEACURIC in the same lasue carried a

hot editorlal the very reverse of comnlimentary to the
Jamnese. The Japs are very cooky here. They have almost
taken nosgession of the Chilean Golf Club, Lest Sunday

some Americens told me that about fourteen were there.

Also, of course, the Cermans, Itallane &nd Sranliards.

I snolose an intearesting report prepared by Garrieon
on the Havastele Agzenoy.

With warmeat perronal regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

blak sy



My dear MNr., President:

I have received your memorsndum of May 11, 1942
enclosing for preparation of reply a letter dated
April 29, 1042 from Ambessador Dowers. There 1s
enclosed a suggested reply for your consideration,
and signature if you approve,

Falthfully yours,

Sumner Welle®

Enclosures:

l. Letter from Ambassador Bowers,
dated April “' 1942,

2. Suggested reply to
Ambagsador Fowers.

The President,
The White House,



Santiego, ay 23,1942

Dear 1r President:=
The other day I arranged & secret meeting with res-

ident 1ios and Darros Jerpa at the formers private residence at Io P.l.
to tulk{uff the record and very rrankly}of the various things which

1 am afraid arc creating serious misunderstandings among the men in the
street in the United States and Chile. I seffl & full report of the hour
and a half conversation to Welles and suggested to him that you might
care to see it. The atmosphere was most cordial . One thing came out
which throws a new and 1 think true light on the fact that the sgreements
of Hioc have not been ratified by Congress. I was told frankly that the
President himself had prevented the submission of the agreements to
Congress when Rossetti was trying to submit them . He said that under
Chilean tradition and the Chilean Constitution the mansgementp of
foreign affairs is the exclusive prerogative of the Fresident . He
submits only treaties for ratifications To have submitted the agreements
of dio would have compromised his presidentisl rights and have raised a
question as to his power. He says that the agreements are in operation;
that he has recognized them in sending Chilean representatives to two
conferences called by the Rio conference .le says that 1fland when?he
decides to break diplomatic relations with the Axis he will not ask
Congress anything about it since he has the power to do so on his own.

'y plain talk about I azi activities here being unmolested
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thus converting,as I told: them,Chile into a Ilazi base for operations
fé

against the United States end the Canal had,I think,an immediate effect.
Thirty six hours later came the Prasidan; opening address to Congress.
lie reached a paragraph which I am sure was added as a result of my
conversation. When he reached it,he paused,looked over the Congress

deliberately,and then read very slowly and with marked emphasis the

7le RAAD
any of the American republics. vt o) Gv elac 4 .

The day before I think I got another result of the conversation. I had

declaration that Chile will not tolerate any activities aimad.p ainst
e crimer

told the President and liinister that speeches were made in Congress and
articles had appeeared in the press yhonestly made eand written I thought
probable,and because of misinformation.We had been charged with dis-
eriminating agsinst the Chileans when ;1 said,"the Chilean Sovernment
knows this is not true and yet no representayive of the Covernment has
made the eurractio;f Within twenty four hours ¥ Barros Jarpa addressed
Congress on foreign poliey and said with great emphasis that these
stories are without foundation eand that there has been no diserimination
against Chile and that whatever embar:ssments may come here as a result
of rationing have come to all the American countries and nost of all to
the United States.

Jur agent here is now satisfied of e¢ mplete cooperation of the lovernment
in the uncovering of llazi activities. The new Chief came to see me at
once on taking office. The President said the other night he had cole on

his instructions . lie made a fine impression on me and better still on

our agent with whom plens are being worked out. I have a feeling that



something worth while will come of this, that action will be taken that
will create an impossible situation for the Axls and lead to the
breaking of relations under ¢ircumstaences that will not appear to have
anything to do with pressure from us.

4t the opening of Congress as the diplomats were leaving ygetting in
their cars in front of the Capitol ,where a great crowd wes gathered,
the Japunese were roundly hissed. I left before the Cermans. Dut when
my car --I had three of our naval end military men in plenty of gold
braid with me--statted there was vigorous cheering for a full bloeck .
We are ell agreesd that the situation is much better.

At the same time I have information which bears out my impressions of
dossetti and his attitude. As I have insisted all along {ossetti went to
dio intensely eager to please us ;as 1 have reported two days after the
con‘erence at 1io convened I saw a telegram from Hossetti asking the
sovermment to alter his instructions so he could £o along I00 per cent
Wwith us;and the other night Bill Arnold,head of the Tel.and Tel. here
was With Ruis,the Sub-linister who was at Rio as a delegate and who has
always impressed me as pro-lazi ,talked freely while in an inebristed
state and said that he had had a' "hell of a time with flossetti at Rio"
because dispite his instructions he was wanting all the time to disregard
instructions and go in for breaking relations;and thet l,Ruis,business
had been to woteh him and see that this was not done. I have always

Telt that we got the wrong wimt slant on him at Rio. Unhappily Ruis is
;gitiniutar without portfolio,Secretary General of the President,and

1 have no doubt his influenceimx is thrown agsinst us. But L do not think



him a strong character.
With warmest regards,

Sincerely,

Y. 77 222 /4

Hon,Franklin D.Roosevelt
The White House.



Santiago, 'ny 27,1942
Lear ..r President:-
The decisive action of Congress in voting an investi-
gation of liazi acyivities would have been impossible four months ago. I
think there is no doubt that we are making big progress toward the
realization of our ends. The personnel of the Committee is anti-llazi
-=-thet is the big ma jority are pronouncedly anti-llazi.

o N

I have explained the statement issued by the Foreign I'inister with the
approvel of thaJ;eruvian,U Dolivian Ambassedors and myself. The llazis
through their numerous paid agents who carry on the whispering campeign
agzinst us were circulating the fantastic story that we were arming
Peru and Solivian and encouraging them to attack Chile to rewover the
lost provinces . Fantastic as it seems, it was cazusing great uneasiness
even among our friends, I think the correction necessary:

Today I eave a luncheon for Dishop mf Walsh of laryland and a lew
York priest with him en route to Dolivia on some church mission,and had
all the hierarchy from the Archbishop down ,two prominent Church laymen
—

Senator Cruze ¥ Coke and Senator Ioratia Walker, two members of the
Deputies belonging to the Falengist party here who are militant ageinst
facism and the nezis and friends of ours,the Dolivian imbassador,and

‘Jr
Dawson of the City lNational who was one of the founders of The Commonweal .

2

Twenty in all and all Cathoddes: It ereated a very fine impression. Ve



are closer to the Church as an Mmbassy I think than any other Umbassy
here,ineluding the Spamish.

1 am to see Barros Jerpa in half an hour. Luis Subbercassuax told me
at luncheon that Barros Jarpa is going to the States by I June ISth.
I shall Tind out if this is true.

Ve all feel that Chile is moving rather rapidly toward a change in
poliey. The Fresident's wife is erriving in Los Apedes on Tune 4th to
put her boy in an American s chool. I have sugrested to Welles th &
while she is going incog I think we should byall means have a representa-
tive of the OCovermnment meet her on landing and offer any services
“his action of the President is gall and worm wood to the Germans.

With warmest regards,

Sincerely,
Hon,frankoin D.,Rooszvelt W W

The White Houses



Santiago, June 2, 1942

My dear Mr. President:
You may be interested in some observations on a
very noticeable change in sentiment here toward the
breaking of relatione during the last two weeks. The
cordial reception of Prado of Peru has contributed some
to the feeling that Chile ies not in a comfortable position;
and Mexico's declaration of war has had a powerful effect.
The mass of the people here are not enamored of Vargas' ldeas
of government; they are of Mexico's and this means a stronger
sentiment among the masses for the breaking of relations.
Barros Jarpa 1s singing another tune, and instead of
saylng that of course Chile will not break relstions unlese
directly attacked ie now epeaking of when Chile breaks
relatlons. I thlnk that my stralght off-the-record warn-
ing addressed to the Presldent and him at the night meet-
ing at the Presldent's house hes had some effect. He
now assures me he 18 goling to Weshington.
Then, too, he has been talking very aggressively to

Baron von Schoen,the German Ambassador. The other day
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he told him that any cne found enpaged in activities
agalnet another Amerlican natlon will be Jalled or expelled;
end this week he told him that any attack on Chilean
mines or on the Panama Canal will mean a declaration of war.
More noticeable still, ie the radical change in the
tone of the press. It, aside from the Axls sheete, has been
falr, but much toc neutral for my seystem. Now allthe
legltimate papers are changlng. EL IMPARCIAL, the most
reactlionary paper, which has been pro-Axis at heart and
in tone within reasonable bounds, is now printing our propa-
gande. It ie owned by two brothers. Recently cne, not
connected with the management, wrote an article against
the Rlo Conference. A Spanieh refugee, former editor of
EL LIBFERAL in Madrid, wrote a beautiful and brilliant reply,
very courteous and almost courtly in tone, which EL IMPARCIAL
published. Infurlated by the effectiveness of the reply,
the brother wrote a bltter article against ue and our cause
which his brother point-blank refused to publish, saying
he would not publish anything agalnst the United States.
The paper wee dependent on German advertieing and now that
we have guaranteed 15,000 pesos worth of American advertising
a month i1t promises to come over entirely. You can imagine
the e ffect here.
In Valparaiso, La UNION, conservative peper, has from
time to time been scarcely friendly, and recently it used
some Trensocean matter. We challenged its action and

the editor, a Conse rvative member of the Deputles, came



here to esee me and gave a satisfactory explanation and
a pledge not to repeat. We have straightened him out
wlth the American advertlsere and hehas put me on his
free list for his dally paper.

I am eending Welles today a proposition sent me by
four Minlstere which he may repeat to you. The majority
of the Government today l1s for breaking relations. I have
a feeling that we may get results within a few weeks.

I have heard an explanstion of the fallure to recall
the Ambassador from Buenos Aires immediately after his
actlon in the May Day demonstration. He has a group of
friends among the Radlcals in Congress and the President
does not want to affront them while hle emergency legisla-
tion 1s pending. Then, again, he is notoriously a crack
shot with thé plistol and prone to challenge critics. But
I think his daye are numbered. Armour writes me that he
is much subdued.

I wish you could have seen the ceremony at Chile's
Weet Polnt on the occaelon of the presentatlion of the
American flag sent by you and General Marshall. It was
an lmpressive ceremony. I spoke, General Escudero spoke,
and then the color bearers, three men, were ordered forward,

the flag placed in their possession, and the band struck
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up, and theese men with the American flag flying gally
paesed down the line of the cadete —- doing the goose step.
No use to quarrel with the goose step here. In the salon
where cocktalls were served afterwards I noticed portralts
of a number of the former Directors with mustaches twirled
up cocklly at the end, a la Wilhelm. I thought it significant
of a certain perlod here and on the way back mentioned it to
Colonel Johneon and MajJor Kane. "Have you ever seen the ple-
tures of the mess hall at Weet Point?", they asked in a chorus.
I confessed ignorance. "Well you ought to see how many of
them wear the Prussian mustache", they seaid.

But I started out merely to say that 1 feel more
encouraged over the outlook here than ever before. I am
sure we are following the right course here, considering
Chilean psychology, in appearing more hurt than angry at
Chile's tardiness.

With warmest regards,

Feithfully and sincerely yours,

Fgite o7/ %



Santisgo, June 18, 19u2

My dear Mr, President:

I am enclosing & copy df & pastoral instruction sent
out by Archbishop Caro, head of the Church in Chile, citing
instructliona from the present Pope while Papal Secretary
of State, instructling Catholics not to align themselves
with any one pollitical party, thus making 1t & Church party.
It has been sent the Department, but you may be interested.
Had the Hiersrchy taken this stand in Spain instead of
ordering Catholics, as Cardinal Gema did, to vote against
the Republican parties ln the electlon of March 1936 on pain
of hell fire and damnatlon otherwise there would have been
no inecldent e involving the Church there.

I would particularly call your attention to the eigni-
ficance of this letter. The Conservative Party here, the
Tory party, representing the old feudalistic element poces
as the "Church party", and ies againet breaking relations
and I think is Totalitarian in spirit. It hae been ueing
its pretence as & Church party to line up Catholice against
breaking relations and liberalism in gener:zl, and the old
Archbishop, & lovely old man, is a liberal and was made the
head of the Church because of his work among the poor. This
letter is a notice to Catholicse that they are under no
compuleion to follow the policles of the Coneervative Party
and is therefore a lusty blow in our behalf.

I incorporate as part of thls letter the following
from a letter I have written Hr. Welles today:

More and more the matter of breaking relations with
the Axle revolves around the inexplicable positlion of Barros
Jarpa. We know positively that he personally is exerting
himgelf

The Honorable
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himeelf in every way to stem the rieing tide in favor of

a bregk. I know that he is inepiring, indeed almost ordering,
and in at least one instence has written editorial articles
in favor of hils present policy. He dictates to LA NACION

end EL MERCURIO. The first directly; the second through

a subordinate in the Forelgn Office who writes on foreign
affalres for it.

Garrison has this morning brought me an amazing story.

EL IMPARCIAL, as you know, 1s probebly the most reactionary
of the Rightist papers, and until recently pro-totalitarian,
but we have an understanding with the publisher who is
pledged to publish nothing ageinst us and who is taking and
publishing matter in our favor and in favor of breaking
relations. The former editor of EL LIBERAL, Madrid, a refugee
here now, a frlend of the publisher of EL IMPA"CIAL, and a
man of grest cleverness with his nen, hss been writing subtle
but powerful srticles for EL IMPASCIAL glgned "Ghost of the
aciflic". These have evidently been getting under the skin

of Barros Jarpa. Yesterday the publisher of ELIMPARCIAL told
Garrison that Barros Jerpa hed a-ked who wrote theee articles.
The publisher says he refused to tell. He says Barros Jarpa
sald thet if the growing division among the Rightisté on
breeklng relatlons continues he may have to resign.

That to e means two thinge: First, that unless some-
thing outrageous is done by the Axie Berros Jarpe will con-
tinue to oppose breaking relations. Second, that I am right
in my euspicion that domestic politics,involving a plan to
convert the Government into a Rightist Government through
eome underetanding with the Coneervatives and Liber:1le, who,
ag partles, are opposed to breaking relations, is at _the botton
of the whole thing. And yet the other night Barros Jarpa
talked seriously to me sbout recognizing Ruesla as proof
that Chile ie with the democracies. Another of those contra-
dlctory things about the Minister.

The publisher of EL IMPARCIAL told Garrison he understood
that President Rios ie wavering, which I think true. That
probably 1s making Barroe Jarpa uneasy.

I am invited to lunch at Barros Jarpa's tomorrow and his

wife told my wife's gecretary that it is not "officlal" and
$hat



the guests are to be my "friendse". It hae poeslbllities
and I may hear somethling there.

The moet shocking thing I have heard, and thls
comes second hand but reliably I think from Matte,
Minis ter of Fingnue, favoring the break ln relatlions,
is that Barrcs Yarpa in giving the Preesldent a summary
of our telegram which in substance I read to the Presldent
and which Barros Jarpa translated in my presence, end
properly, to him, he sald that we had taken a positlon
againet "bargaining" but - and this is the point - that
we had said we would continue to glve aseistance to Chile
despite her present policy. This, if true, is downright
dishonesty and trickery. There ls a fight within the
Government now on bresking and Berros Jarpa might be
capable of such sculduddery and asgein Matte may have
been misinformed by the President. Barroe Jarp: has
told several people thet the majority of the Ministers
are in favor of bresking relations.

Mp, Hull told the press conference that Barros
Jarpe was expected to visit us and this was printed
in the papers here. I cannot understand why Barros
Jarpa should have thought 1t necessary to tell the
local press that the story that he had been "invited"
to the Unlted States is "inexasct". A formal invitation
hae not been sent but your own letter and the fact
thet I have personslly told Barros Yarpa that you and
the President both have written me that they are looking
forward to hie visit mzkes this denial seem far-fetched.
It is the kind of petty quibbling that annoys me most
in the Minister. And makees hls poeltlion lnexplicable.

guetave Ross 18 back. Luls Subercaseaux, a Con-
gervative aristocrat wholly with us, has seen me twice
gince the return and both times hae asked me eagerly
if I had seen Rose. DSoth times he told me Rose is
ardently pro-Ally. Zlesterday it wee whiepered sround
that Ross with fresident Rlos had conferred with me at
my house. Formerly, according to the gosglp, I was
having secret conferences with Contreras Labarca, the
Communliet leader. I am reliably informed that at a
dinner at the home of a pro-Nazl ex-Deputy, Ross
calmly summed up the situation pro and con and ended
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by showing that the adventages were on the side of
complete cooperation with us, From another source

I am informed th:t Roes told the President, "You

have two probleme: one goclal; the other international;
you think you have an economic problem but that is not
true". PFigure that out Yourself,

With warmest personal regarcds, I am

Sincerely Yours,

Ll
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L IMPARCIAL - Junme 11, 1942,

THE CHURCH AMD FARTISAN FOLITICS
Declaration of the Archblishep of Jantiago

"Un various cocasions we have fulfilled the duty of in-
sisting on the cbservance of the norms smnounced by the Holy
Apostolic See, regarding the attitude whieh prissts, mesbors
of the Soclal Aetion and the faithful in gensral should as-
sume in regard to partisan politics.

"We ars pleaged to observe that, i gemeral, thoge in-
structions have been complied with, and thus to varify that,
thanks to God, there reigns in our nation an atmosphore of
respect for the Church, its ministers and for the faithful
in general, the good results of which for the Chureh and the
Nation it is impossible to deay,

"We deea it convenient, nevertheless, to recell once
more the pontifieal morms referred to, with the desire that
they may be obssrved fully and peffectly.

"In the letter of the them "zewo, Cardinal iamcelli snd now
bappily reigning Fope 5. 5. Ffo XII, sddressed sspecially to
the Chilean fSpiscopate, under dete of June i1st, 1934, very
wise instructions were given, some of which we wish to fuote:

""Nithout doubt the Church cannot be without intarest in
the true "great polities,' which loocks toward the genersl wel-
fare and forms part of Ceneral Sthies; that is, whieh promotea
end defends the sanctity of the family end of sdugation, the
rights of Ood and of consclences. The Church must ses to it
that its sons are at the same tise the best citizens and that
they cooperate to the public welfare, both in the admini stya-
tion and in the Govermmont of the State. In this sense par-
ticipation in polities is e duty of Justice and of Christian
charity.

"*It iz another thing if it is & question of 'partisan
polities," that is, of the setivity or groups of citizens
who desire to solve economie, politicel and sociel problems
in secordunce with their own schools mnd ideologies, which,
although they may not be contrary to Catholie doetrine, may
arrive at different conclusions,

"*In other words, a political party, although it may de-
sire to take its inspiretion from the doetrine of the Churgh
end defend its rights, cannot arrogate to itself the rapre-
sentation of ell the faithful, sizece its concrete programn
cannot have an sbsolute value for evarybody, and its practical
agtlons are subject to arror,

"'t is evident that the Church could not link itself to
the activity of a politieal perty without compromising ite
supernsturel charmcter and the universality of its mission.'

"fo these inapired words the ixemo, Cardinal believed it
useful to add the norms given by the ilemary Couneil of Latin
America, in every respect in agroement with his, as dictated by
the saze spirit:
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Lot the elergy refrsis prudently from questions which
refor to purely political or civil thinge, and with regard
to which, within the limits of the Clristian law and dootrine,
there cen be differsnt opinions, snd lst them mot imvolve
thezpelves in political feetions, to the end thet the lioly
Heligion, which should be mbove all human things and unite
the spirits of all citizens with the cord of mutual charity
and benevolence, may not appear to fail in its office gnd
that its salutary miniotry say not make itselfl suspect.

*May thess words be received by all with the reapact
and adherence they deserve; rather than human words, thay are
the volee of Cur lord God, who speaks through the intermediary
of the sucocessors of the Apostles, whom the [loly Spirit mm-
lightens, They are supernetursl words which sesk sclely the
welfure of the Church and of souls.

"May they have the power to raise our thoughts above
humen passions, which divide wen for tesporal and fleoting
motives, and prevent them from contemplating the truth;
may they bring them, on the contrery, thot lofty sersmnity, in
which reigns the pesce which unites hearts with the cords of
charity and illumines minds with the splemdors af the immut-
able truth and of God."

JOSE VANLA CARD R., Archbisbop of Santiage



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 23, 1942.
MEMORANDUM FOR

THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY
FOR MY SIGNATURE.

F. D. R.

Letter to the Pres. from Claude Bowers
from Chile June 13th re situation in
Santiago.



Al f g
LJ%erﬁig

e L
COPY

THE WHITE HOUSE \
WASHINGTON

Dear Claude:

In reply to your letter of June 13, I wish
to state most emphatically that SeMor Carlos
Davila has not received from any authorized per-
gon in the Government of the United States any
indication of the policy of the United States
toward Chile, Specifically, he has not seen me
on thie or any other matter and he hae seen
neither the Secretary of State nor Mr. Welles
for many months past, XYou are, of course, fully
familiar with the detalls of hie interview with
Henry Wallace,

It 18 most important that you lose no oppor-
tunity to express to President Rios my view that
the maintenance of diplomatic and other relatione
between Chile and the Axis powere represents a
grave danger to Chile and to the cause of the
Americas,

Very sincerely yours,

The Honorable
Claude G, Bowere
American Amﬁaasador,
Santiago,
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DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

June 27. 1942

My dear Mr, President:

I have received your memorandum of June 23, 1942
encloeing a letter of June 13 you have recelved from
Ambagsador Bowers in Santiago, Chile,

In response to your request, I am enclosing a draft
of a suggested reply to Ambassador Bowers for your consi-
deration and signature if you approve,

F fully yours,

il

Enclosures:
l., Draft.

2, Letter returned,

The President,
The White House,



Santlsgo, June 13, 1942

My dear Mr. President:

You will recall that Just before the inauguration
of President Rios I wrote you the suggestion that you
write him a letter of congratulation and in it meske it
clear enough that you hope he will break relations with
the Axis. That suggestion was made by me because two
men close to the President had reported to me that he had
sald that should you make the request he would conform.

8ince then there is no doubt 1in my mind that Rios
has been glven very wrong ilmpressions as to our feeling
regarding Chilean policy and the breaking of relations.
He has sald to several people, and I think in all
sincerity, that the United States 1s entirely satisfied
with Chile's policy end is entirely indifferent as to
the breaking of relatione. I have been informed that
Carlos Dévile recently wrote him personally that he
ghould not permit himself to be "stampeded by pressure
from the Embassy" here since he had it directly from
Wellee or you - I have heard it both ways - that every-
thing 1s satisfactory as 1t is.

Yesterday without being forced to be assertive I
had the opportunity to make it absolutely clear to him
that we have no other thought than that he should break
relations in conformity with the continental solidarity
agreed upon. This wee at a_meeting arranged by him, and
Barros Jarpa was present. It also gave an opportunity
to say to Barros Jarpa in the President & presence what
I have often sald to the Minister himself that it seems
very necessary to me that the Minister should go to Wash-
ington as esoon ae poseible.

The Honorable
Franklin D. Rocsevelt,
The White House,
Washington.



My purpose in writing now 1s thie: night before last
at a dinner at the Gritish Embassy the Ambassador gave me a
memorandum to the effect that Senstor Anselmo Hevia and a group
of Senators are working for the breaking of relatione, and
through a friend of the Senator's, who 18 a close friend of the
President, Usvaldo Hirlart. The latter wes won over and saw
President Rios. He then reported that President Rios was
firmly convinced that "the United States was quite happy with
the way in which Chile was behaving" since she wae getting
Chilean suponlies without danger and that there were no
internal disturbancee meking for sabotage. He sald, or is so
reported, by his frlend, to the Senator that if the United
States wants Chile to break relations it was desirable that
some actlion be taken by an important American statesman to
dlesolve the aforementioned impression of our satisfaction:
that if you or Mr. Welles "could state openly and publicly
that the Unlted 8tates wishes Chile to break off reldtions
with the Axis", which he eald could be done without an ap-
pearance of pressure - the argument most effective with publie
opinion favoring the present pollicy would fall to the ground.

This 1e in keeping with my suggestion referred to in the
first paragraph. This could be arranged at a press conference
of yours or Welles, but with the sltuation as gratifying and
promising as 1t 1ls just now, 1l doubt the wiedom or neceagsity
at this Juncture.

The situation here 18 clesring remarkably recently and
Pregident Rioe in the presence of Barros Jarps told me
yesterday that the present policles of his Government leads
logically and inevitably to a breaklng of relatiocns.

With warmest regards,

Feithfully and sincerely yours,

Elaiin; F 18 orrce,



Santiago,July 14,1942

Dear |'r President:-
OUn the receipt of your undated letter asking me

to avail myself of the first opportuniyhy to tell President lios that
in your opinion Chile's action in maintaining diplomatie and other
relations with the Axis is dangerous not only to Chile but to all the
Admerican Republies,I made an appointment and saw him t yesterday
afternoon. I found him extremely cordisl and in good spirits .In
some preliminary conversation before I reached Jour message Chile's
poliey in the war came up ,and largely on the Presidents initiative.
fe talked with emphasis and seeming sincerety. He said that he is
absolutely with the aAllies and "pa-ticularly with the Unitead States”,
That is proposes that Chile shall g0 along with us in every way and
to cooperate in any way we suggest "for the winning of the war,the
defence of the United States ,and of the imericas". That he has
instructed liichels on his return to Washington to say as much to vou.
{hat he is sending Barros Jarpa to Washington under instructions to
comply with any request we may meke in respect to the war .
Un reading your message he said:"I an glad I said what I did bLefore
reading this because I hope it shows that these are my own views".

He then seid,apropos of breasking relations, that there may be
some little trouble,and he wants just enough time to strengthen his

position, !¢ appears to fear that the Nazis might preeciptitate



troubles in the mines of the llorth and he then said thet he hoped

in such contingency that he could count on the support of the United
States .

e then said that he had heard that Carlos Davila had not seen you or
the State Department in months. This he undoubtedly heard from !'ichels
who came here with blood in his eyes I vorified wiat he had heard.
Whether this information disturbed him as to arros Jarpa I do not
know, It should. There is no doudt in my mind that Darros Jarpa is
tricky,given to brazen misrepresentations end suppressions ,and is
dishonest. “his is shoeking to me end the American colony hes been
shocked by his attitude in view of his reputation for years as a
strong pro-American. I suspeet that he is trying to make his poliey
conform to the selfish interests of the Chilean shipping company and fﬁ
other Chileans who are now making money hand over fist. Very cunfidan-.
tially I am told by the Electric Compeny that after he became

liinister he was offered & retainer of 30,000 pesos with no thought

of his accepting and that he took it without a blink. I have thought
that a reversal of his policy on orders of Rios would precipitate his
resignation but I am now convinced that he will hold on and I am
afraid try to defeat Rios purpose by trickery. Iowever if he goes to
Washington as he must nnfkplain telk may get results snd if not from

/

him ,from Rios. Warmest regards,
Sincerely

on,f'ranklin D.Roocsevelt
The White louse. 1277774



Santiago,July 23,1942
Dear lir President:-

When liichels reaches Washington he will ask to be
received by you since he is under instruections,according to his word
to me, and according to President Hios statement to me,to say to
you that Chile is ready to do whatever you think necessary to the
winning of the War,to the defence of the United States and of ths
Cnntinent. This is what Rios said to me as I reported before. Just
before leaving 'ichels had a final talk with Rios and he told me
afterwards that the President had reiterated what he had said to him
and to me.

Under these circumstances I think you should be very firm on what
we think necessary so llichels can so report to Rios.

I have written Welles in the same vein.,

Lund ,the Danish liinister ,on his arrivel here came to consult e
regerding his audience with Earros Jarpa. I told him I had the
positive pledge of Derros Jarpa and of Hossetti before him ,that

no Juisling designation would be considered% Today Lund reported
back to me on his talks with the FPresident and the liinister and he
saild that both conversations were most satisfactory . For this both
Lund and Wessell here say they are indebted to my intercession.

Unahppily our British friends here did nothing.



Senator Cruz Coke ,the most popular men in the Conservative party
has Jjust resigned the Vice Presidency of the party on the ground
that he eannot accept responsibility in the party's present opposi-
tion to t e breaking of relations , is had told me that he would
make his reasons publie but nothing has yet eppeared. It may follow.

With warmest regerds,

Sincerely,

Ilon,Ffranklin D,Roosevelt M W

'he White Ilouse-s
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Dear Mr, Wellesi

Your memorandum on your conversation with Michels
will probably arrive later today but your telegram
assures me that the Ambassador did say to you what
Rfos told me he would be instructed to say. There is
a noticeable weakening in Conservative and Liberal
circles on the breaking of relations., When I read the
press report of Rfos visit to Valparalso and his speech
I thought instantly of what he had sald about "a 1little time
to strengthen his position™, and since he lost Valparalso
in the elections 1t flashed on me that this tour was part
of the process. Itresembled the vialt of a candidate in
the heat of a presidential campaign for he did not miss
é spot in the town. The agunnh emphasized two points -
his determination to act alone on rnroifn policy and his
declaration that he will not permit Chile to be separated
from the sister republics on the lssue of democracy.
This struck me as a cautious and gradual approach to
somet definite. On going to the office I found I
alone the impression that some step forward had been
taken, Put the next day I was convinced that my interpre-
tation had been correct when Horsey of the Unlited Preas
told me Rifos had called him that morning and asked what
the reaction to his speech had been in the States. Horsey
was compelled to tell him there had beennone and to suggest
that perhaps it was because there was nothing new in the
speech. s clearly disappointed Rios who said: "Your
report should have interpreted the speech". It looks
favorable at last, BPut from Barros Jarpa not a word,

II.

Iund the Danish Minister has finally come and gone.
I alone have fought hils battle here against the Quisling
designation, as reported to the Department at various
times. When Lund arrived he called on me before seeing
the President and Minister to get my suggestions as to
his line with them. I told him I had positive assurances
and that he should, in my opinion, say absolutely nothing
that would indicate the slightest doubt as to Chile's

The Honorable

Wel
'“!E&Sr gl&;:ilrf of State,
Washington, D.C.
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attitude., He saw the two officials and reported to

me afterwards that he had rollowed thls course, that

he had been most cordially recelved, that there was
nothing in anything they saild or in their action to
1ndiun§a that he was in the slightest danger. And since
then the Diplomatic List has been printed by the Covern-
ment and Iund is down as the Danish Minister, He came
to thank me before leaving and he sald he had notified
the Danish Minister in Washington that we had been res-
ponsible for saving him from an embarrassing situation

here.

111

I have received nothing in reply to two telegrams
regarding LA CRITICA, the Soclallst organ here. Unlese
we are able 1nﬂirruilr.to help there, it seems certain
the paper will pass out, and since 1t 1s one of the two
only papers here that has been demanding the breaking
of relations, and since it has gone beyond all others in
defense of our position, and since the Soclalist party 1s
the one pro-American ¥y, a8 & party, it seemed to me
that we cannot possibly stand by and let this happen at
this time. I understand that $50,000,000 was made avall-
able to the Coordination Committee to meet war needs and
emergencies and this impresses me as an emeérgency. And we
have been appealed to.

I certainly realize the delicacy of such proceedings.
LA CRITICA is a party paper. If we are known to help 1it,
it can be interpreted as an interférence in internal
politics, t of course we are thinking of the paper as
as er of our poliey only. For that reason we have
disoussed the matter with Dawson of the Bank and the proposal
made to the Department is the only one he could figure out.

If we cannot do this, 1t is unfortunate, since the
German Embassy would give this paper or any other §25,000,
g:;::%r more than we are conside for ite support in the

ing of an eye. Of course LA RITICA could not be
bought by the German Embassy for §100,000 - which 1s all
the more resaon why we cannot be indifferent to 1ts passlng.

We have spent many thousands of the Coordinatlon
Committee funds for things that do not remotely approach
the importance of this. I am giving you this, not as a
new appeal, but as an explanation of the position of this
Embaesy, and I shall not press the matter more. But unless
something is done speedily it will be too late.
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I know our policy of ltnnﬂinf entirely aloof from
interferences of other countries internal affairs and

wholly agree in normal times. Even now it is "magnificent",
but "it is not war", - not this war -/ I am afraid we cannot
fight in a bar room with draWing room manners, or meet the
Nazls with meat cleavers with ping pong mallets.

With warmest personal regards,

Most sincerely yours,
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON : !

August 3, 1942

I

My dear Mr. Presldent:

In accordance with our telephone conversation
of yesterday, I am sending you herewith a copy of a
letter dated August 1 which I have received from the
Acting Secretary of War and which has to do with the
policy of our Government towards Chile.

The War Department was advised of the poliey
which we intended to pursue towards the other American
Republics, as approved by you, prior to the Rio de
Janeiro Conference of January 15 last. I have, there-
fore, received this letter with very great surprise.

In any event there appear to be expressed therein
a considerable number of misapprehensions and an equal
number of incorrect statements.

No suggestions have ever been made by this Gov-
ernment that we should take any action "which can be
made to appear as & bribe of munitions of war offered

to Chile for breaking with the Axis Powers", as

The President,
The White House.
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expressed in the War Department's letter. Immedlately
after Pearl Harbor the Chilean Government expreassed
its desire to negotiate a Lend-Lease Agreement with
us, but we have replied that we would not be in a
position to conclude such an agreement until and unless
Chile indicated her intention of actively participating
in measures for the defense of the Hemisphere. (This,
of course, 1s exactly the same posltion which we have
taken with regard to Argentina, except that in the
case of Chile we sent the Chllean Government last
winter four batterles and a few alrplanes so that
Chile could defend her strateglec ports in the event
of a surprise attack by the Japanese.)

The President of Chile has now sent you word that
Chile will break relations with the Axis Powers if
this Government belleves it necessary, but has at the
same time urged that when this step ls taken Chile be
permitted to obtain from this country munitions of war
and armament which we can spare, and which will put
Chile in a better position to resist attack, should
attack occur. I have informed the Chllean Government
that we will consequently be willing to reach an agree-
ment with Chile as to the nature of a Lend-Lease Agree-

ment so that such an agreement can be signed when and
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if Chile takes the action which she has said she will
take.

The most astonishing feature in this letter,
however, 1s the two paragraphs which read;

"Granted that such action would stop
undesirable trade with Japan and eliminate
Axis influence in Chile, and granted that
such action would have a good effect on
Latin America as a whole, 1t must alsoc be
borne in mind that Chilean shipping, now
immune from Axls attack, would be sub ject
to hostile submarine actlon.

"The main concern of the War Depart-

ment with respect to Chile from a military

point of view 1s the supply of copper. How-

ever, 1t 1s belleved that under present con-

ditions, Chile will continue to export this

metal to the United States, as her failure

to do so would result in an economic erisis.

In the case of a rupture between Chile and

the Axis Powers, this supply might well be

Jeopardized."

As you know, there has been no trade between Japan
and Chile since Pearl Harbor. Purthermore, only a very
small percentage of strateglc materials, such as copper,
exported from Chile to the United States is carriesd in
Chilean flag ships. The great bulk of these materlals
is carrlied in United Nations flag ships. Under present
conditions, therefore, if Japan were able to do so, she
would be sinking these United Natlons flag ships on
their way between Chile and the United States, but the

truth of the matter 1s, of course, that if Japan were
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in a position to prevent Chile from sending us stra-
tegic materlals even in Chilean flag ships, she would
undoubtedly do so were she in a position to take effec-
tive action in that regard, whether Chile broks diplo~-
matie relations or not.

It seems to me of vital importance that Chile break
relations with the Axls Powers as promptly as possible.
A break in relations is of the highesst degree of impor-
tance 1n our national defense interests because of the
fact that the Axls embassies and consulates in Chile are
not only today directing subversive activities in the
other American Republics which have broken with the Axls
but, as you know, these missions are likewlse sending a
flood of intelligence to the Axis Governments, reporting
on conditions in the United States, and what is probably
more dangerous, reporting not only on the movements of
our ships touching Chilean ports, but also on the move-
ments of Unlted Natlons ships throughout South America.
Finally, 1f Chlle breaks relations, I am fairly confi-
dent that Argentina could not then stand out for long
a8 the one country in the New World which had not broken
with the Axls Powers.

I have been concerned for some months past with
repeated reports which have come to me that the Chilean

and Argentine military and naval officers in Washington
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have been reporting to their respective governments
that officers of this Government are telling them that
we do not in reality wilsh those two countrles to break
with the Axis Powers. Similar reports have reached
me that the Brltish military and naval officers in
Washington and in the capitals of the two countries
in question have been telling high officilals of the
Army and Navy of Argentina and Chile exactly the same
thing. Thls confusion as to policy has not unnaturally
created very conslderable doubt on the part of the
Chilean Government, particularly on the part of the
Chilean President, as to what our real desires might be.
As you remember, the Chilean Ambassador 1s calling
to see you this coming Wednesday morning, August 5.
He will immedlately report to his President the state-
ments you will make to him. I belleve that if he under-
stands clearly that you hope that the Government of Chile
will break relations with the Axls Powers because of the
great assistance which that wlll render in the defense
of the Western Hemisphere, favorable action will be
taken In the not too distant future.

Bellieve me

al ly yours,
i yb{*d
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WAR DEPARTMENT | 250120
Washington i & 9""'{'2-'

August 1, 1942

SECRET

The Honorable,

The Secretary of State.

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I am informed that the Government of Chile, through
its Ambassador in Washlington, has Iinformed our Govern-
ment that 1t will, 1f we should consider it desirable,
break relations with the Axlis Powers, but that 1t could
not maintain 1tself In power after such action unless
the United States could transfer to Chile suffilclent
munitions of war for the defense of Chile.

I also understand that you desire an estimate from
the War Department as to the minlmum amount of munitlons
which it would be necessary to transfer to Chile to
insure her defense under the present cilrcumstances,
and in addition, a statement of what munitions the War
Department could recommend for tranafer to Chlle 1n
order that she might break with the Axis Powers as
above indicated.

I think it proper to point out that, from the point
of view of the War Department, the advantages to be de-
rived by the United States from the breaking off of
relations between Chile and the Axls Powers are questlon-
able.

_ Granted that such action would stop undesirable
trade with Japan and eliminate Axls Influence in Chile,
and granted that such action would have a good effect
on Latin America as a whole, it must also be bormne in
mind that Chilean shipping, now immune from Axis attack,
would be subject to hostile submarine actlon.

The main concern of the War Department with respect
to Chile from a military point of wview 1s the supply of
copper. However, it 1s belleved that under present
conditions, Chile will continue to export this metal
to the United States, as her failure to do so would

27/58)
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result in an economic crisis. In the case of a rupture
between Chile and the Axis Powers, this supply might
well be Jeopardized.

Moreover, should we take action vaich can be made
to appear as a bribe of munitions of war offered to
Chile for breaking with the Axls Powers, this action
will become known to the other Latin American nations
and cannot fall to cause resentment among those who
have already declared war, or who are at present afford-
ing us material assistance in the use of their territory,
and for whom we have been able to do very little in the
way of Lend-Lease aid.

Returning to the immediate sub ject of transferring
munltions to Chile, I understand that you feel that 1t
is not advisable at this time to obtain from the Chilean
Government an estimate of what they consider necessary
for thelr natlonal defense.

In consequence, I have listed in Annex "A" of this
letter, the more important items for which the Chilean
Government has to date made officlal requests. Practi-
cally every ltem listed 1s critical.

Lacking time to make a complete s tudy of the
defense needs of Chlle, 1t 1s still possible to analyze
some of the main conslderations.

It seems loglcal to assume that the most probable
hostlle action would be the shelling, by submarine, of
the more important Chilean ports or the installations
located near them. These ports are Tocopilla, Antofa-
gasta, Barqultos, San Antonioc and Velparaiso. The
best defense against such action i1s the fire of properly
placed light and medium artillery, of which the Chilean
Army now has an adequate supply. In this connection 1t
may be noted that the War Department has already supplied
Chile with the materlel of four (4) batteries of 155mm
guns expressly for the purpose of defending all of the
above-mentioned ports, except Valparaiso, to safeguard
the copper supply.

Less llikely, but still possible, is a hostile air-
craft carrier raid directed at one of the above-mentioned
ob jJectives.
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Effective defense against such a threat would
necessitate combined air and ground forces, including
especlally anti-aircraft artillery. !

As will be noted from Annex "B" of thls letter,
the Chilean Army 1s reasonably well equipped to supply
the necessary ground forces except in the matter of
tanks and anti-airecraft artillery, and consequently
their request for fleld artillery and like ltems can-
not seriously be considered.

The Chilean Army 1s deficient in combat alrecraflt,
anti-aireraft artillery and tanks, and & request for
these 1tems 1s loglcal, and the amounts requested are
not excessive for the defense of the five localitles
listed above.

Unfortunately these items are highly critical.

It 1s unthinkable to take such equipment from the
hands of our troops, and in consequence, 1t could only
come from future production. The allocatlion of means
from future production is a function of the Munitions
Assignments Board and the War Department could not,
in the present circumstances or the foreseeable future,
recommend the transfer of such equipment to Chile, in
the amounts requested. Combat alrecraft 1s at present
out of the queatlon.

However, appreciating the urgency of this situa-
tion and despite the critical nature of the ltems in-
volved, the War Department will recommend trensfer of
the followlng:

a. 20 - 37mm antiaircraft guns with 1500 rounds
of ammunition per gun to be available
by September 1, 1942,

b. 30 - Mormon-Harrington light tanks to be

: available by August 10, 1942. This
type of tank is operated by three (3)
men, armed with one (1) 37mm gun and
three (3) calliber .30 machine guns.

It is possible that at a later date, thirty (30Q)
of a slightly different type Mormon-Harrington tank
may become available. This latter type employs a crew
of four (4) men and is armed with two (2) 37mm guns
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and six (6) caliber .30 machine guns. Production
difficulties with respect to engines make it imprac-
ticable to set a delivery date for this type at present.

In addition, I attach an Annex "C" of this letter
certain other smaller items of equipment which could
be recommended for transfer in moderate amounts.

Sincerely yours,

ROBERT P. PATTERSON
Acting Secretary of Wwar

o Incls.
Annex "A"
Annex "g"
Annex "g"
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\3(."4 THE WHITE HOUSE
) WASHINGTON

August 5, 194<.

MEMORANLUM FOR THE P

Sumner Well wanted the following
nessage given tg” the Presiuent before he
sees the Chiledn Ambassador tocay:

"I have just received a personal
message from the Foreign Minister

of Brazil, which tells me that the
President of Chile yesterday tola

the Brazilian Government that the
Chilean Government is only awaiting

the result of the President's inter-
view today with the Chilean Ambassaaor,
in making its decision to break aiplo-
matic relations with the Axis."

Iﬂf'\r* /f' i, 4



Santiago August 8,I942

Dear My President:-

Beceuse of rapidly developing changes here
. the copy of the lstter to Welles,snclosed ,may interest you. It
is now realized ,as a result of your "firm stand" with Michels
on the breaking of relations with the ixis ,and since this is the
one thing that Hios has been saying he was walting for,and since
he has said repeatedly that he would break in the event you saild
80, ¢annot assume that he is going to break. And Barros Jarpas
right-about-face is significant of the attitude of Rios. Nothing
could be more significant than Barros Jarps insistence that my
friend Cruze Coke shall go mlong with the President to Washington
since he is & }eader in the demand for kkwm ths bresk. And he
is the most popular man in the Conservative party,which,as a
party,has been opposed..Hls personal popularity,extending beyond
party lines,is such that the party did not dare accept his
resignatjon as Viee Fresident,based on his insbility to subscribe
to its poliey ,and he was given absolute freedom to fight for

the bresk, With wearmest regards,

Hon,Franklin D, Roosevalt Sincerely,
The White House. M W



Bantiago, August &, 1942

Dear Mr. Wellee:

As I telegraphed, COruz Coke came to me directly from his
hour's conference with Barros Jarpa and I have sent you the
substance of the conversatlon. The Senator evidently was very
vehement for at one juncture he telle me the Minister smilingly
touched him on the knee with the admonition "not so loud".
told the Minister that but for hie long personal friendship
with him he would attack him pereonally because his pollcy of
"squivocal®. It appears that Barros Jarpa was most conclliatory
and that he gave unmistakable indications of a radlocal shift
on his part. When the Senator told him 1t was "outrageous”
and "almost treason” to have given permiseion to the author
of the book on the Rio Conference to speak tc the War College
and subtly to attempt to incite to rebellion by the Army ir
diplomatic relations with the Axle were broken, and demanded
the right to reply before the same body, Barros Jarpa sald:
"You are absolutely right and you shall have permission®.

The Minister told him of the Michels conversation with
Roosevelt and sald that our Presldent wae veryfirm on the ;
necessity of breaking relationse, and the Minister did not seem
to resent this but to be reconclled to 1it.

More eilgnificant, in my opinlon, is the fact that he sald
also President Roosevelt le prepared to invite Rios to Wash-
ington if assured of his acceptance and that he, the Minlster,
is going to urge the President to accept. He sald "it is most
important". And in the event of his Eﬂlni he said he thought
he should be mccompanied by about two parliamentarians and that
Cruz Ooke should be one of them. In view of the Senator's
position this certainly 1s eignificant. The Senator told him
that he would not go unless assured that his own views were
accerted and would be acted upon. I told the Senator I
thought it well for him to go; that in view of what Rios
positively knowe about our position it would be incredible for
him to go without the intentlon of breaking.

The Honorable
Sumner Welles,
Under Secretary of Btate,
Washington, D. C.



—2-

Thie morning the new Consul to Los 1ngulci, Seflor
Cardenas Mufioz, came in to say good-bye. e le intensely
pro-American and hae a son at Yale. He sald he had just come
from President Rioe who seemed much pleased because, ae he
told him, he had been or would be invited to Washington. The
Coneul has the impreession that the break is inevitable.

With warmest personal regarde,
S8incerely yours,
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Santiago, August 11, 12

Dear Mr. Welles:

The memorandum of the conversation of Mlchels with
you and the Ambamsador's observatione call for some com-
mente from thle end. ]l am impressed especlally wlth the
Ambagsador's diecovery that the President "was greatly
misinformed, not only in regard to public opinion and the
views of the Government of the United States, etc." This
would seem to be & most serious reflectlion upon me, whose
business 1t ie to properly inform this Government along
that line. This I have done time and time again, without
number, in dlscussions with the Foreign Minister, but as
you have eeen, when reports continued to reach me that the
President here had sald he was relliably informed that we
were entirely satlsfled and that he had a mieconceptlion
of the feeling in the United States, I asked permisslon to
talk frankly, and off the record, and did talk wlth him
at his'ouse with the Forelgn Minister present, for almost
two hours. You yourself can Judge from the long report I
gent you on that conversatlon whether there could have been
any possible Justification for the implication that I had
not given him the real information.

Let me add here gince the Chllean Ambassador in Wash-
ington presumably wae reporting to his Government, 1t seems
all the more remarkable that the President should have been
misinformed.

Apparently the mieinformaticn reached the President
from Barros Jarpa; and the misinformation reached him from
. Carloe Ddévila who it seemd did eend information opposed
to that I had given and presumably to what Michels had sent.

Nor can there be any possible excuse for any mlsunder-
standing with the members of the Cabinet. I personally
have talked often with the leadling members of the Minlstry
who not only did understand the situation but have been
ineisting on the breaking of relatlions.

I agree with Michel's explanation of Barros Jarpa's
attitude in part. As I have made clear to you, I have
thought

The Honorable
Sumner Welles,
Washington, D.C.
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thought that having taken such a pronounced stand immedlately
after taking office, his personal pride had become involved,
making it difficult for him to ehift without some specific
reason. But I do not ascribe hie former stubborness to that
a8 the primary reason. I cam convinced that he has been
thinking of the selfish interest of & 1ittle group of Chilean
money makers who have been making money hand over fiet under
existing conditione, notably the shipping company, and who
want no disturbance of the status quo. That 18 aleoc the view
of Cruz Coke.

11

We now come to the Ambassador's statement that the
policy of the British Embassy and the British colony 1is
diametrically opposed to our policy; that the gcommercial
interests of the British here are lnelsting day by day that
Chile should not break relations; and that the reason for the
attitude of Embassy and Colony 18 that they believe the com-
merical preponderance in Chile of the British will be best
gerved if relations are not broken.

I have not heard from any of our people of members of
the British Colony engaging in that open propaganda. I
ghall take palns to investligate discreetly. But 1t seems to
me not improbable. When the Willingdon Commiselon was here
1 wae much impressed by the fact that --

(1) The members of this Commiseion in thelr speeches,
and talks among people generally, had little to ezy about
the war and that they eeemed entirely concerned with poet-
war trade with Chile after the war.

(2) That the Commigeion was composed almost exclusively .
of bankers and industrialiste, of the Tory element that
was with Chamberlain and his policies, and that all with
whom I talked very noticeably moderated their praise of
Churchill. At heart thie group seemdd to me to be of the
old appeaser element and not friendly to Churehhill.

Later when Lord Davideon was here I talked alone with
him for more than an hour and I wae a bit ghocked to notice
in him the same trend of thought.

But that which has disturbed me most has been the faot
that the Embassy here hae glven very scant support to us at
the Foreign Office. Orde, the Ambassador, in several cases
nas sald that he had not put in a llck in that quarter
becsuse he "had no instructions from London". He talke to
me personally ae though he would like to see relations
with the Axis broke, but he appears a bit academlc about
1t, and he talks to me like an outslder apectator observing
a fight that interests him mostly as a spectator. He

certainly
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gertainly has made no effort to help at the Foreign Office
in this regard. His positlon seems to be that since the
breaking of relations with the Axis concerns only the
American nations that formulated the agreements of Rlo, 1t
would do harm to us and our fight for a European Fower to
intervene. I get the distinct impreeslon that he tries to
convey the idea to me that the British Embassy 1e playing
our game by staylng out.

I1I

I know of no earthly reason why "The Boclallst and
Radioale do not feel that they have any real contact with
the Emerican Embassy". I have had repeated and close con-
tacts regularly with Bchnake, the real leader of the
Socialiste, and with Marmaduke Grove the head of the party.
I have had Schnake at the house &t lunch with two or three
men alone several times. Orove seems me often. Among the
Radical leaders I have close contact with Marcial Mora, for-
mer Minister of Foreign Affaire and of Finance and head of
the Party; with Sdenz, former Foreigm Minlster andthe first
man to be elected by the Popular Front, and with Labarca,
former Minister of the Interlor eeveral times and an out-
standing leader of the party, and with numerous othersa.

The only oriticism of myself I have heard, before this, has
been that I did not cultivate the Rights - which 1s also
untrue.

I suepect that the Ambaseador gete his information
from some membere of his party with whom we do not have
intimate contacts. We cannot attempt to have such relations
with 11 the members of the Party. it would be bad poliey.
There 18 a great deal of Jealousy in the Radlcal party.

So much so that it has been in the habit of throwing out
the President of the Party at intervals of two or three
months ever since I came to Chile. However, if he will
indicate specific persone we should cultivate we shall be
glad to do so.

But thé Ammssador's statement that members of my staff
maintain socilal contact "solely with elements of the Right"
i1s distinetly not true, and absolutely false. Heath
ha# Rizhtists at his house but he does have Socialists and
Radicals; Lyon has invaluable contacte with the Rights, but
he has at his house many leaders of the Left and goes to
thelr parties, and, as officer in charge of cultural
relatione, his intimate contacte with the intellectuals
brings him into close touch with “eftists almost entirely.
Brooks social contacts are almoet entirely with the parties
of the Left because they are in power. Faust, who reported
politics, had ecarcely any contacts with the Righte and
slmost too intimate contacts with the Left <including the
Communidgss.
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This, I think, covers the ground as far as any dlsagree-
ment ae to facts are concerned. There ie no poseible reason
why any Secretary need be sent here that the ftiste can esee
frequently; Since they can see the peop)® now hear frequently
if they wish; since members of the staff do eee them frequently;
and since it 1s notorious here that I am always glad to see
any man in publlc 1life on a human basis and without regard to
protocol, a matter often commented on by the press here ina
complimentary way. There 1s no need for sending anothe
Secretary here for that purpose.

Michels acted precisely as he should while here, but it
is well to bear in mind that he i1s a very active politician,
with his own group of friends in his Party whom he wishes to
see predomlnant in the Party and he probably wishes to see
them on intimate terms with the Embsesy since instead of
being detrimental to a politiclan now daye it 1is very
advantageous.

Iv

Cruz Coke 1s to make a epeech on international affairs
in the Senate today, according to the press. He hadtold me
of hle intention. Whether thle 1s good or bad at this
Juncture is conjectural. It would seem to me to have been
better if he had made the speech outside the Senate, since
in the Senate hie speech may give an opportunity for our
enemies to speak aleo, and I doubt if Rios 1s anxioue to
have a furioue fight on a& he approaches action on the
breaking of relations.

Returning to the Michels report about the British opposi-
tion to the breaking of relations: Senator Horacio Walker,
very pro-English, of English extractlon, certainly pro-
democfatic, and hostile to the Axis openly, 1s nevertheleses
opposed to the breaking of relations. He has closecontacte
with the Eritish Embasey. That may be significant.

With warmest regards,

Sincerely yours,
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DEPARTMENT JF STATE
WASHINGTON

August 22, 1942

My dear Mr. President:

I have recelved your memorandum of August 182,
1942 transmitting a letter of August 4, 1942 from
Ambassador Bowers at Santiago, Chile.

A draft of a suggested reply to Ambassador Bowers
is enclosed fo ur signature if you approve.

alt ¥ yours,

Enclosures:
l. From Ambassador
Bowers, August 4, 1942.
2. Reply to Ambassador
Bowers.
The President,

The White House.
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Santiago,August 4,1942

Dear Mr President:-
From several reliable quarters I have it that

President Rios has said precisely what he said to me,-~that is,that
if we say that the breaking of relations with the Axis is helpful
or necessary in the winning of the war he will break ;but that he
is a bit concerned lest there be some trouble and he told me,as
he apparently has said to others, that in that event he would like
to feel that he ocould count on the support of the United States.

As I wrote before,after having said this once,he followed
me to the door to reiterate it. And because of that I have suggested
that it would be helpful if I were authorized to say to him that
in the event of trouble from the Nazis he mamik ecould count on
our support. I have had ﬁ‘nply to that suggestion.

Rios seems primarily concerned lest this trouble take the
form of strikes in the nitrate and ocopper fields,and he has
speoifically mentioned the communists in those fields . This seems
stupid to me,but it conforms with his character,since he is a
Rightest at heart ,and unfriemndly to the communists whose Bo,o00
votes elected him. It seems ineredible %o me that at this juneture
the communists would be interested in stopping the acounmlation of
war material to be used aguinst Hitler. I suspect there may be

some Nazi agents in these fields posing as communists ;and there



'ualgi-h in these mines

no doubt are Nazis,Facists and Spanish
,unknown to the managers. Contreras Labarca ,communist leader here,
has been told indirectly from us that in the event of any change
he must see to it that his people go right and he has given the
assurance «
I understand that Michels will tomorrow give you & personal letter
from Rios and assume that your reply will come in the pmkk pouch to
me for personel delivery to the President. I have not yet heard
what Michels reported to Hull and Welles ,and I cannot well act
with intelligence here unless I am kept completely informed of
the proceedings there. I assume the report is on ite way by courtier

But in view of the fact that I think Rios ready to break and
Barros Jarpa is not ,it is most important that I have reasomns for
seeing Rios without interference from Barros Jarpa .Your letter
in reply to Rios will give me the reason.
The situation is deliocate since I must continue to deal with Barros
Jarpa and pretend to believe in his sincerety ,and without an
exouse I camnot well ask to see the President without arousing his
suspieions and inourring his displeasure+

With warmest regards,
Sincerely,

fion Frenklin D,Roosevelt 2Ll zeerle W
The White House.

d Cawr <o tor.4) H’Au iq a 9”#' )

p-Ed-u.nz..-u

AL vl
W‘&Eiz



cory PSF: CLK

Embassy of the
United States of America

Santlago, August 4, 1942
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Dear Mr. President:-

From several reliesble gquarters I have 1t that
President Rios has sald preclsely what he =ald to me,--that
is, that if we say that the breaking of relations with the
Axis 1s helpful or necessary in the winning of the war he
will break; but that he 1s a bit concerned lest there be
some trouble and he told me, as he apparently has sald to
others, that in that event he would like to feel that he
could count on the support of the United States.

As I wrote before, after having said this once, he
followed me to the door to reiterate it. And because of that
I have suggested that it would be helpful if I were authorized
to say to him that in the event of trouble from the Nazls
he could count on our support. I have had no reply to that

suggestion.

Rios seemsa primarily concerned lest this trouble take
the form of strikes in the nitrate and copper flelds, and
he has specifically mentioned the communists in those
fields. This seems stupid to me, but it conforms with
his character, since he 1s a Rightest at heart, and
unfriendly to the communists whose 80,000 votes elected
him. It seems incredible to me that at this juncture the
communists would be interested in stopping the accumula-
tion of war materiasl to be used against Hitler. I suspect
there may be some Nazi agents in these flelds posing as
communists; and there no doubt are Nazia, Fascists and
Spanish Falangists in these mines unknown to the managers.
Contreras Labarca, communist leader here, has been told
indirectly from us that in the event of any change he
must see to it that his people go right and he has given
the assurance.

I understand that Michels will tomorrow give you a
personal letter from Rlos and assume that your reply will
come in the pouch to me for personal delivery to the
President. I have not yet heard what Michels reported to
Hull and Welles, and I cannot well act with intelligence
here unless I am kept completely informed of the pro-
uudings there. I aasume the report is on 1ts way by
courier.

But in view of the fact that I think Rioa ready to
break and Barros Jarpa 1s not, it is most important that

I have



I have reasons for seeing Rios without interference from
Barros Jarpa. Your letter in reply to Rios will give me
the reason.

The situation 1s delicate since I must continue to
deal with Barros Jarpa and pretend to belleve in his
ninu-ritz, and without an excuse I cannot well ask to see
the President without arousing his supicions and incurring
his displeasure.

With warmest regards,
Sincerely,

CLAUDE G. BOWERS

Hon. Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House.

(Written in Pen) - I have no doubt there is a good

explanation but you should know
that among the masses here, our friends and not
communists the failure of Britain and the U.2. to
asslst Russia 1s creating suspicions and a very bad
impression.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Dear Claude: .
Your letter of August 4, was of particulsr in-

terest. It confirms my impreseion that developments

in Chile are nroceeding slong the right lines. I

have discussed with Sumner “elles the polnts ralsed

by President Rios ard I understand that he hes already

informed you of our peint of view.

I am confident that the nosition we have taken
will be completely sntisfactory tc our Chilean friends.

With beet wishes,

Very sincerely yours,

The Honorable
Claude G. Bowers,
American Aabassador,
Santlago.



ra i =1

Santiago, August 25, 1942

My dear Mr. President:

I enclose herewith a copy of a letter to Welles
which I think contalne important suggestions. You will
note that I was not mistaken in my original estimate
of Alessandri when he was in Washington. I am convinced
that he dictates the policy of Barros Jarpa. But that
the latter needs no prodding from him. The Forelgn
Minister's cousin, a complete Nazi tool, 1s Chilean
Ambaseador in Berlin and is reporting, even by telephone
to Barros Jarpa all the propaganda handed him by Goebbels;
and this 1s hurrled to Rios. The attitude of the Foreign
Minlster 1s utterly inexplicable. The Chinese Minister,

a very able, plain-speakling gentleman, talked with him

for an hour and then reported to me. He found Barros
Jarpa holding strange views. His talk certainly indicated
a feeling that Germany will win - for he no doubt has
frequent assurances of this sort from the Nazl Ambassador.
The Forelign Minister sald the world 1s changing to a new
order and Chile must have men in Tokyo and Berlin so she
can watch the development; which certainly sounds as
though he 1s convinced that the Axis will determine the
new order.

Three cheers for your statement about the trying and
executlon of the gangstere and assassins among German com-
mandere responsible for the mass assassinations in the
conquered countries. I had sald many times that since this
is a gangster war, in which all the lawe of war and humanity
are scrapped, the gangeters after the victory cannot be
treated as honorable defeated soldiers and must be dealt
with ae sommon assassine. Uf course, that dates back with
me for slx years.

With warmest regards,

Sincerely yours,

gy Vibew e

The Honorable
Franklin Roosevelt,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.



Santlago, August 25, 1942

Dear Mr.Welles:

If you are interested, I have sent a despatch on Waldo
Frank's visit. He placed himeelf abeoclutely under my
guldance and did not move a finger without consultatlion.

I have been disappointed by the editorial tone of
agst of the prese on the Brazillan situation. All the papers

express a complete solidarity with Brazil and disgust over
the actlion of Germany and Italy. But I have no doubt the

oress, aslde from the Communist and Soclallist papers, took
their cue from the Foreign Office. It seemed significant

to me that President Rios' paper, LA HORA, refrained from

comment for fortyeight hours.

I find 1little to enthuse me in the reply of Barros Jarpa
to Aranha and but little in the President's telegram to Vargae.
Gracle, the Brazilian Ambassador, with whom I am in very close
contact, seemed falrly satlsfied. But when I called hie at-
tention to the fact that the reference to Brazll's change in
policy being justified by new concrete facts, may be inter-
preted as meaning that Chile will act likewlse when she
has "new concrete facte" - that 1s an attack on Chile or her
sehips - he thought there might be something to 1t, and was
leas lgfilfiﬂd.

Ae a matter of fact the President could have promptly
broken relatione on the Brazilian attack snd I am told he
would have had genersl support. I think he has mlissed a boat.

That which alarms me is thie: Rlios 1g not a strong man.
He has no imagination. No flare. No initlative. Little
moral courage. And he 1s easlly swayed.

Qur eltuation is this: Barroe Jarpa, who 18 resorting
to everything in an effort to prevent the breaking of rela-
tione 1s in poeition to see Rioes dally and tell him whatever
he wieshee in gecret. No one else has that privilege. That
pute us at a disadvantage. In a few days I shall see him
under the pretext of putting myself at hie disposal regarding
any phase of his visit to the Statee and he may give me an

opening

The Honorable
Sumner Welles
Under Secretary of State,
Washington, D. C.



opening to say that since he has sald he is prepared to
break relations I think it best for him to act before goling,
since 1n that event he would gat a popular ovation. Hie
pride ls coneplcuous, or rather hies vanlty, and that may
have effect.

But thie eeems worth considering: Would it be posselible
for you in talks with Michele to comment on the fact that
Barroe Jarpa 1s at the President's elbow, probably not in-
capable of misrepresenting things, and that it would be well
for Michels to write freguently directly to Rios and not
depend on hie despateches to Barros Jarpa reac ng him.
Michels 18 in position to make it clear to him that -

1) We understand that he has sald without quali-
flecatlon that he will do whatever Roosevelt thinks
necessary or helpful in the winning of the war, in
the defense of the United States and the American
nationa. That he haes instructed Michels to say as much
to Presldent Roosevelt ahd the Department.

2) That President Roosevelt hae renlied that
he thinks the breaking of relations absolutely necessary.

3) And that we naturally assume that he will
break relations before leaving for the States.

He cen say that to Rios where I cannot, without aprpearing
to bring "pressure".

In this connection here is something that bears out my
often repeated statement that Arturo Alessandri is running
Barros Jarpa and ie primarily responsible for the latter's
position. Sorriano, former Spanish Republican Ambassador,

a very clever man, came to me the other day to report on a
remarkable conversation with Arturo Alessandri whom he knows
very well. He found Alescandri in a very exclted state,
holding forth with great bitterness agalnst the United States
as a powerful country trying to impose ite will on little
Chile. He attacked us all along the line and became so
excited that Sorlano asked him, "why are you so excited",

Thie can be interpreted as a good omen. 4f Barroe Jarpa
hee told him that a brekk seems scheduled it would account
for his excitement and fury. There 18 no doubt that Barros
Jarpa 1s working very intimately with Alesesandri. 1In my
personal contacts with Alessandri he is most cordial and even
flattering, but I have not seen him recently. I can see now
why Barroe Jarpa wae so anxious to send him to Washington.

The primary purpose of thie letter 1s to make the
suggestion about Michels maintaining direct and intimate
contact with Presldent Rios.

Deepite
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Despite all thls, the general feeling is that Chile
is about to break. (onzelez Videla, Chilean Ambassador
to Bruzil, who barely missed the Presidency and whom I
reported as clearly our man in the Presidential primary,
told my daughter in Rio that Chile will break by the last
of October. But he 18 a militant democrat andhae been

with us from the beginning.

#ith warmest personal regards,

Sincerely yours, I
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santiago, August 31, 1948,

The Honorable
Sumner Welles,
Under Secretary of State,
Yiashington, D. C.

Dear Mr, Velles:

You may be intereated in en analysis of the personnel that ls to accon-
pany Fresident Rfos to Washington, sent by cable August 28th.

Alvarez, Minister of Commerce, is one of the members of the iinistry
that hes stood out frankly as favoring & breaking of relations with the Axis.
fle is an engineer, & Radical, and having had two years training in a lead
nine in Missouri he speaks English like a nmative, and is an easy man o get
along with et all times., It is fortunate that he is to go.

Hen Cohen, Ambassador in Bolivia, you know, You know his relationships
in Americe and he slways poses with me as a great friend of ours, I think
he is. His srest ambition has been to be Ambaseador at Washington, but he
has been m bit tricky and shifty in politics end he has no chanee, e ought
to be with us on the main issue and probably is, but he is a worse bargainer
than Rossetti, 1 &m afreid. You know his type. Barrcs Jarpe says he ls
going becsuse of nhis familiarity with the Americen scene.

Ben Claro is the son of & man who had many Americen consections and who
represented American corporations as & lawyer When his father died in lew
York we sent Ben in our bomber to meet the ship. Bem is very bright, bukt
with thet brightness which likes to display itself in disputation. He was
in Washington about two years ago and 1 think he saw you. He saw Fresideat
Hoosevelt and came back very much set up about it. But et ay house as my
guest at cooktails and dinners he has been overheard in conversations criti-
gizing us because of our big investments Lere. 1 have heard that he is against
bresking relations, but to me he goes no further than to say that while
relations must be broken sooner or later no pressure must be brought. Ie
speaks English like a netive, He is well placed in the Redicel party end
was secretary of Riocs's campaign committes. I think he was bitterly dis-
appointed when of fered no place in the Ministry, and I suspect this desig-
netion is meant as soothing syrup. But if treated with great considerstion
1 have no doubt he would faver our policy completely.

castelblanco, Fresident of the House of Ueputies, former president of
the kadical party, is thoroughly democratic and a very decent man genarally.,
1 am told that he would be more mggressively for breaking relaticns but for
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the fact that there are many Oermane among his constituents, He is a
friend, however, of Gonzflez Videla, Asmbassador now in lifo, and most
militantly our friend, and I met him last at a swall dinmer given by
Gonzfilez when here. 1 would put him dwn as with uas,

Barrenschea, Soolalist, is descrived to me by Barros Jarpa as "a
Soelallet but very decent,"™ which is praise indeed, Uf course he is mili-
tantly for breaking relations. Though 1 have never heard him, he is said
to be a fine spesker,

Semator Hernén Videla, wio has been added since Berros Jurpa gave me
the list, is a iadical, a man of great ebility, and essentially friendly
to us and our cause. He knows the United States and speaks English per-
fectly. He is an expert on minerals and I suspect he is added with the view
to a bit of bargaining on the price of minerals.

In addition there are others with no politicel significance, such as
Valenzuela, of the Frotocol office, a military aide, a privete secretary.

It is not definitely determined that Marcele Rufz, former Sub-Minister
of Foreign Affairs whom you met at Rio, and now Secretery Cenersl of the
President, will go., Barros Jarpa says he mey go, since the Fresident
feels he "must have a confidential adviser on the delegation.” This is
rather disconcerting. 1 heve knowh Rufz for three years and am convinced
that he is altogether wrong on the war, that his sympathies are wrong.
When Rossetti was Minister he was our friend here, just as Rulz was against
us under cover. I hope he is left at home., You may have formed a differ-
ent opinion at Rfo but all my instinots, which are generally relisble,
warn me that he is not our friemd., However, he is not & strong man end he
will fall in with whatever Hios wants, Ewen so you will observe that the
delegation is overwhelmingly with us,

1 think this Embassy should be promptly furnished with the program
which Barros Jarpa tells me has been made out for Rioa's wisit,

When Rockefeller comes I am arranging & dinner to which all who ae-
company lifos end Berrcs Jarpa will be invited, along with others like
Cruz Coke who are with us, end Cruchega, who I am sure is most friendly
to us.

1I.

I am curious about your conversation with Michels about Cruchaga
and Max Srréguriz. Did Michels try to defend the latter? Iwes delighted
with your reply. Max is our open ememy, and since he is a miserly sort
of person I suspect that he is profiting finaneially by his devotion to
the Fagan enemy, though his stock in trade is that he is a most plous
Catholie, a professional,

1I1I.
Real Catholics here are more and more coming over. As in Opain, our
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enemies among them are of the old feudalistic aristocracy who use reli-
glon as a cloak for their selfish political ends. Om my visit to Con-

eepcibn 1 called on the Archbishop, who seemed most appreciative,and to
my amazement he and the Bishop appeared at the station to see me off in
a rain storm,

On visiting the 350 year old church of San Franciseo here I found
that because of a tax on the cloisters which the church cannot stand it
was thought necessary to tear down part of the building and sell the
ground, 1t seemed such vandalism to me that I asked the priest for the
data and told him I would see if, as an individusl, I could do enything
about it, I saw Barros Jarpa, told him it was none of my business, that
I was speaking to him as an individual, with a historian's reverence for
historic things and as a lover of Santiago, and asked if a way could not
be found to prevemt this destruction. He was avowedly amazed and equally
plessed, and he said he would see what could be done. The problem has
been solved, San Francisco has been saved. And Barroe Jarpa has given
the fact, together with the correspondence, to the press.

Saturday the corner stone of & new bullding of the Catholic Univer-
sity, to replace one burned, was laid, I was invited., We had made a
good contribution, The Catholic Ambassadors of Perfi and Bolivia were
present and the Catholic Minister of foland. To my surprise I was put
between the Nuneio and the Arehbishop, and when the parchment seroll was
aigned, first by the Nuncio, then the Archbishop, I was again surprised
when Iwas asked to sign on the firat line with them,

I think we have complstely wiped out the old motion that we are a
pagan and an anti-Catholiec nation,

Warmest regards,

Sineceraly,

262 ed



: Santiago,September 10,I942
Dear lir President:-

I am writing Welles about some important developments
but assume he will convey the information to you if he thinks it necessary
are advisable. This is a personal letter. Some time ago I visited the

— /
colonial church of Sen Franeisco,church and monastery,built 350 years ago
and one of the most precious possession of Santiago. The priest told me
that while the buildings were exempt from taxation there was a tax of
2000 pesos a month on the cloisters which are the most charming ., It
would be necessary he said,sadly,to tear down part of the ehurech and
monastery and sell the cloisters. I told him I would see if anything could
be done . I went to Barros Jarpa as an individual’ not as an Ambassador,
as a historian with a reverence for historic things, and told him 1
thought it would be a tragedy. He was amazed but manifestly pleased and
he said he wouldi interest himself. As a rusult!thu tax has been reduced
to 400 pesos a month and the ancient church is saved. Barros Jarpa then
gave the press my letter to him and his reply ,and the press has been
filled with fulsome praise of me. Today I received from the Father of
the Franciscans the following:
"The Father of thr Providencial P of the Franciscans greets you
attentively and thanks you in the name of the Franciscam monks for the

enormous favor which you have done them in using your good offices before



the Chilean Government so that the internal taxes on the real estate of
our lonastery of San Irancoso is lowered and the chureh and monastery
saved from destruction. God bless the Ambassador”,
I did this because I actually was intensely interested but it has
created something of a semsation among the Catholics who deluge me with
letters . I am giving Luca de la Tena the Spanish Ambassador sent here to
mobilize the Catholics against Mls a run for his money end sm doing more
for the Catholices and getting more eredit from them than he.
I elso intervened ,as you may know,to prevent Chile from deposing Lund
sthe Danish Minister from his post to make way for a Quisling appointee,
as was done in Argentine: I was successful through several devices and
it may interest you to know that Lund knows . did it and has Just written
me as follows:
"l want to thank you again most sincerely for your brilliant guidance and
help in the matter which we may call my continued recognition in Chile .It
was & beautiful piece of diplomatie skill".

I understand that Lund has so informed the Danish liinister in Washington
and the Govermment in London.

With warmest regards,

Sincerely
Hon . Franklin D.Roosevelt Wa‘,
‘the White House. M
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This telegram must be

closely paraphrased be- Dated September 11, 1942
fore being communicated —_— —
to anyone. (SC) Ree'd 1:12 a.m, l4th

E——

Secretary of State,

Washington,

1467, September 1ll, 5 p.m,
apPET NNy 0R SICHUTARY AND UNDER SICRUTARY
Had two hour talk with Schnake who Tresigns
from Ministry to concentrate on seeking better coopera-
tion of parties with the approval of Rios.
His relations with President close. He thinks it
stupid not to break before going to Washingten, Says
Rios had thought attitude toward breask did not
include [Roosevelt but his 1ettef to me, which I
showed Rips, altered his opinion and now convinced
break must come. His idea is to talk over things
in Vashington and then a;ree. I spoke of personal
and political advantapges in break preceding visit and
Schnake agreed, He ascribes Barros Jarpas attitude
to pride of opinion aggravated by criticism of fellow
ministers. He doubts, however, if he is entirely frank
with Yresident. I urged immediate breal, but suggested
that if it is postponed until after visit governmont

might softon disappointment of American public 1f

DECLARSIFIED it nrepared
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-T2 A 1972

By J. Schauble Date______



-2- if1467 September 11, 5 p.m, from Santiago

it prepared the way by (one) cutting telecommunications
with Axis countrics, (two) by arresting and deporting
leading Nazis and other agents, (three) and by immediately
expelling the former German Consul (#) General in

New York, and (four) by declaring Lippe pcrsona

non grata., He agreed this should be done,

His impression is that tho wislt will mecan a break
and complete cooperation; that the three days in
Washington will not permit complete plans; that
then somecne, and he made it clear it would probably
be himself, will be sent to help work out the
lires of effective coopsration.

He said that in all the countrics Rlos visits
efforts should be made, as I have suggested previously
to have each country speak plainly to Rios on the
necessity of a break and cocaplete cooperation. This
he said would make 1t possible for Rios to s tross the
fact that "pressure' had como from all the Americen
nations and not just the United States, He also said
he is convinced that Gustavo Rios is favoring a breask
and that he has said that "Chile is a fool for not

going in completely with the United States.”

BOWERS
NFPL

Delay on above message caused by 124 group omission
in original text.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

THE SECRETARY

September 14, 1942

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

With reference to the attached
letter from Ambassador Bowers I do not
believe that anything more can be done
at the present time, Mr, Welles had
two rather extensive conversations
with the Chilean Ambassador at the
beginning of September, when he ex-
pressed his serioue concern at the
reports being received from Chlle and
stressing the desirabllity of a break
in relations prior to Rios' visit to
the United States, The Ambassador
agreed and at the second of the two
interviews showed Mr, Welles a very
emphatic letter which he proposed %o
send Rios,

On September tenth I had an
extenslve conversation with the
Chilean Ambassador and this morning
I again saw the Ambassador, Coples
of my memoranda of these conversations
are attached,

b.s. o

I call your epecial attention to tele-
gram No, 1467 from Santiago which has
Just been received,
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION
DATE: September 10, 1942
SUBJECT: BREAXING OF RELATIONS WITH AXIS

PARTICIPANTS: SECRETARY OF STATE HULL AND THE CHILEAN
AMBASSADOR, SENOR DON RODOLFO MICHELS

The Anbassador of Chile called at his request,

He gaild he came first to pay hle respects and
secondly to explain why the President of Chile planned
to stop in certain other countries en route to the
United States., He saild that President Flos would be
obliged to stop one day in Lima, one day in Quito and
one day in Bogota, He added that the President had
recently accepted an urgent invitation to stop in
Mexlico, and from there would come to the United States
direct, returning by way of Caracas and Rio de Janeiro,.
I promptly replied that no exnlanation was necessary,
but that I appreciated the courtesy and consideration
implied,

I inquired of the Ambagsador how the situation in
Chile looked from his personal viewpoint., He promptly
replied that he still believed that President Fios had
no other intention than to carry out his proposal, re-
cently made to and accepted by this Covernment, that
Chile dissolve diplomatic relations with the Axls powers,
He added that he had heard nothing to the contrary since
he returned from Chile, He then rroceeded, however, to
argue on hie own initliative in favor of the possible
course of the President of Chile in not taking this ac-
tion on the part of his Government until his return to
Santlago following his visit to the United States, He
digeusced for some minutes the wisdom of this course so
far as the President might be concerned, He concluded
by saying that the Presldent himself would have to
decide on the timing of the announcement dlssolving dip-
lomatiec relations,

I
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I then said that, of course, I was aware of the
Ambassador's personal views as expressed to the Under
Secretary a short time ago and also conveyed in his
letter to the President of Chile according to his
statement to Mr, Welles, I added that I was pleased
and not at all surpriged at the Ambassador's personal
views with respect to thie matter, and that the Under
Secretary and I have been in complete accord with this
view from the time 1t was first discuseed between the
Ambassador and Mr, Welles, I proceeded to say that
our two countries are in the same sltuation; that we
are golng up or down together depending on the ocutecome
of the present war with the Axie rowers, and that what
18 to the best interests of Chile in this matter should
be to the best interests of the cause as a whole, I
continued by saying that I was for the moment speaking
personally to the Ambassador in an effort to work out
a8 accurately as poseible what should be the officlal
viewe of our respective Governmentsa,

I then inquired of him whether, in the event the
President should withhold an announcement of the action
of his Government on this matter until nis return, the
enemy propaganda and malcontents in Chile might not
with effectiveneas charge that the President of Chile
had been subjected to pressure by the United States,
and even Mexico, The Ambassador answered that he did
not think so, I remarked that in the light of my fifty
years of experience in dealing with public neychology,
I could not help but take the oppoeite view., The Am-
bassador finally sald that he had written to President
Rios some ten days 8go in an endeavor to keep the mat-
ter alive and that he expected shortly te have the
President's further word on this subject,

I thanked him and again indicated the interest of
this Government,

C.H.

8:CH:MA



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Memorandum of Conversation
DATE: SEPTEMBER 14, 1042

SUBJECT: BREAKING OF RELATIONS WITH AXIB

PARTICIPANTS: BECRETARY OF STATE HULL AND THE AMBASSADOR OF CHILE,
SEROR DON RODOLFO MICHELS,

COPIES TO:

The Ambassador of Chile oalled at his requesat,

Hie reforred to the fact that he had conferred with
Mr, fongal on Saturday and had given him more or less
the contents of a telegras Just reseived from his Oovern-
ment, He proceeded to repeat sone portions of the tele-
gram, wihich he had before him in Spanish, MNaving read
the complete translation over the week-end, as ETM to
me by !r, Lonsal, I made olear to him that Mr, Sonsal
had acquainted me fully with their conversation on
Saturday, The Ambassador made an sarnest plea in support
of the 1dea that President Rios should not break diplo-
matiec relations with the Axis powers until after his visit
to this and other countries in Oectober, adding that it wae
his own personal view that the domestio political situa-
tion in Chile warranted the advisabllity of this course,
The imbassador sald that this was definitely the view of
his Government, and that, in addition, President Rlos had
requested him to say tlui he pﬂrn-ro& that this queation
shiould not be further disocussed, He sald that this was
all in a friendly E:ﬂ.t and based on the assumption that
such discussion wo tend %o stir up controversial ale-
ments in Chile, and thus compliocate the whole situation,

I



I Shanked the Ambassador for coming in and speaking
with me as he did, and then proceeded to state that, of
course, everything we say on this or any other subject
relating %o the war in conneetion with the matter of
Chile's severing diplomatio relations with the Axis gove
ernments would sald in the warmest spirit of friend-
ship and thoroughly amieable relations, Just as members
of a family disouss questions among themselves, I sald
that, of course, the Anbagsador and President "los have
the most purr--i right to express their views fully and
freely about all phases of this question of breaking dip.
lomatio relations, and whatever those views are, I and
other officials of this Oovernment will not take umbrage
aince thie 1a the only aspirit in which natters between
our two overnments can be sultably consldered and dis-
posed of, I then sald that as this matter developed,
it was ny understanding that President Iios, speaiing
through the Ambassador himeelf on his recent return from
Chile, sald that he wag willing to do anything considere
necessary for the defense of the heulsphere, and that
Presldent Toosevelt then informed Ambaseador ''ichels
that the maintenance of diplomatie relations between
Chile and the Axis powers waa a aserious threat to the
security of the continent, Thereafter, the invitation
was extended to President Hios, The Anbassador agreed
that the invitation was thus extended after the commit-
ment had been made by the President of Chile without
reference to the cuestion of his vigit to this country,
I then added Wwith gome emphasias that since the President
and the Ambassaaor have the right freely to offer any
comment in their winds at this time with respeet to this
matter, I and my Covernment feel equally free to offer
our gomuent, which 1s to adhere to the original views
expressed by President floosevelt, Mr, Welles and myself
to the effeet that 1t would be more advisable for a brea)
in relations to take plaoce before the ’regident's visit
to this and other countries in Ootober, The Ambassador
bowed and seemed to aoquiesce in the unqualified adherenc
of the President and others of us to our original views
but proceeded again to rehearse some of his personal
ideas in support of the opposite view, Ve separated with
the matter remaining in this way,

It was manifest that the Ambassador and Fresident
fios plan to adhere to thelr position that the President
of Chile would not break off relations until his return
%o Chile, despite the adherence of thig Government to
the opposite view,

U.H.
51 CHIMAIARK
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Santiago,September 4,1042

Dear Mr President:-
I undnratmd'trom reports lthat liichels said to you what

President Rios told me he would instruet him to say ,that anything you
think ne_cessary or useful in the winning of the war,for the defence of the
United States ,or of the American continent,Chile would do. Unhappily
Barros Jarpa who resorts to all mannef of misrepresentations and suppress-
ions to prnvlt & break in relations ,which you told Michels you thought
necessary and useful,is still Ministéf of Foreign Affairs and constantly at
the elhow of the President. Yesterday I ha_ul an hour with Rios on the
cutting off of telicommunications with the Axis coundfes and 1 was shocked
to find that the proof submitted to his Ministef that the Axispmissions
are constantly and intensively reporting the movements of American ships
and engaging in activities not only dangerous to us but to Chile ,had not
been called to his attention as his Minister had promised. I was even more
shocked to find that he actually seemed to think that the decree issued
recently forbade the use of code to the Axis missions in communicating with
their Govermments.,

It is now very plain to me that Rios has no thought of breaking relations
before going to Washington ,though something may be done to force it.

Five leading Senators,representing all the parties,are going to sutmit at
a secret session of the Senate next Wednesday when intermational affairs

are to be discussed ,a resolution,y signed by them all, demanding the



breaking of relations but whether this passes is problematical,since
Barros Jarpa will probably have some excuse or other and hand it down as
coming from the President.

#The Peruvian Ambassador at last has talked with Barros Jarpa about breaking
and he found ,as we all do,that he is absolutely against it,and he gives
as one of the reasons that the world order is changing and that it is
important that Chile should have representation in Berlin and Tokio to
keep informed;the implication being that Germany will dictate the new
order. His cousin,a Nazi ,is Ambassador in Berlin and no doubt sends him
whatever Goebbels gives out,and also "very confidential information” about
the state of the war ,indicating that the Axis is ebout to win.

At last we are getting a little cooperation from the British

Embassy which does absolutely nothing without specific instructions from
London.
1 have suggested to Welles the wisdom of a very frank talk with Michels
who conveyed the pledge of Rios. It can be safely said that our information
is that there is no serious thought of breaking relations before he goes to
Washington and that we hear from many sources that he gives the impressiom
to some who see him that he has no really serious thought of breaking at
all unless Chile is directly attacked. Having said that ,we can properly
ask Michels for his interpretation of the pleige he was instructed to
eonvey.
There is a poworful and mumerous pro-Nazi group here ,posing as friends of
ours who can see no advantage to us in breeking relations and these are

!

acquaintances of the President who go in relays to him with their story.



These are backed up by the Minister of Foreisn Affairs.
Under these circumstances I think it of the utmost importance that
lichels communicate directly to the President just how we feel in !‘uhi.n.gton‘
liost of these pecple here are afraid of the United States ,of the economic
damage we can do Chile if foreced to it, but as the Peruvian Ambassador says
they feel they are on velvet now and that if they can get away with it it is
all to the good. For that reason I think plain speaking in Washington to

Lichels is most important.
With warmest regards,

Sincerely
Hon,Franklin D,Roosevelt W W

The White House.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 11, 1942

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRLTARY OF STATE:

Should we do something about

this?
F.D.R.

Letter from Hon. Claude G. Bowers, Embassy of the
U.S.,A., Santiago, Chile, 9/4/42, to the President.
Mr. Bowers refers to Barros Jarps, Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Chile, who is absolutely against
breaking relations witn the Axis. Mr. Michels,

who conveyed to the President the message from
President #ios, that anytning the President of the
Inited States thought necessary or useful in the
winning of the war, for the defense of the U.S. or
of the American continent, Chile would do. Mr.
Bowers feels that some plain speaking in Washington
to Michels 18 most important. He feels sure there
is no serious thought of breaking relations before
President Rios goes to Washington.
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Santiago, Chile, September 21, 1942,
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Dear lr. President:

Rockefeller has come and gone and has acted in conformity
with my suggestions. I gave him leave to reply frankly to all
guestions as to how we feel at home about Chile's poliey, and
Since those who talked with him and cultivated him were the
business crowd and politicians interested primarily in that
crowd, and these ere for not breaking relations, what he said
I think was effective, They have the notion--the name explains=--
that he is the man who decides what they can get here in the
way of money and material, They thought he would speak their
language. Instead he spoke a very robust Aierican language,
However, I have reported all this in detail to the Department .

It ocecurs to me that it might be helpful for you to have
a rather intimate portrait of Fresident Rfos before you talk
with him, He is a man of fair ecucation but very provineial,
He is a lawyer of fair ability end has represented corpora=
tions mostly. Among our business men here he was represented
to me in the days of Aguirre Cerda as a "strong man", I have
found him ineredibly weak, not remotely comparable with Aguirre
Cerda, He is reactionary as to domestic politics, and his
reputation for "strength" comes from his attitude toward labor
and strikers. He believes int he club for them.

He is a man without an ideology, without ideals, without
strong convictions or principles. He is e second rate politi=-
cian, an opportunist, RZlected by the Leftest parties, his
supreme ambition is to make such terms with the Rightest
parties as to make it possible for him to rid himself of any
dependence on the parties that elected him., One of the mig-
sions of Barros Jarpa, a Rightest, in the linistry, is to help

DECLASSIFIED
The Honorable State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White Hﬂuae,’ By J. Schauble Dete FEB 4 19?2

Washington, D.C.



bring this about, Unhappily the Rightests here, as in Spain
and everywhere, are not really against dictatorships. They,
here, as parties are not supporters of our poliey. And since
Rfos thinks in terms of local politics entirely, he is loth
to adopt a poliey thet might interfere with his plans for a
Centre or better still a Rightest regime,

When I say he is weak I do not mean that he lacks physical
courage, He has very little moral courage, I am afraid. I deg-
cribed him to Rockefeller as "the y/arren G. Harding of Chilean
polities", After some talks with him, Rockefeller thought I

had™hit him off uncannilyr,

He is not a Nazi., He realizes Chile's economic dependence
on us, He wants to be considered ocur firm friend. He was
pleased as Funch with his invitation to visit us and is greatly
worried lest we get the impression he is not friendly. Like
Barros Jarpa he is partial to American investments down here and
thinks that we as a nation Judge other nations by their attitude
toward American business interests. Lacking ideals or an ideology,
he finds it difficult to believe thet we put the preservation of
democratic institutions immeasureably above our moneyed interests,

But he is awekening slowly, He would have awakened earlispr
but for his Foreign Minister who is not entirely frank with him,

I am persusded that he is also a bit afraid. I am sure he
fears that an attempt may be made by the Nazis here to make
trouble if he breaks relations, He dreads it,

His personal popularity does not aprroach that of Aguirre
Cerda, His character explains that in part, He has lived apart
from his wife for eight or nine years, There wes a momentary re-
conciliation for the purposes of the campaign and they lived to-
gether a little over a month after he entered office, Then she
packed up and went to California., The reason heard here is that
he resumed his relations with his mistress, a big blond Nazi
German woman, and his wife is said to have tossed some article
at him--playfully I hope--and left the house. The other story
is that his wife bought all the clothes in town and he rebelled
against the bill., These are the tales of the gossips, T do
know that he and his friends do not want his wife invited East
when he is there, the reason given being that she "™might create
a scandal", When she left for the States, I inquired as to the

propriety of going to the plane to see her off end Barros Jarpa

advised



advised against it, So that is that., He is very much of a
ladies' man and we know some of his lady playmates, IHe is a
rather impressive looking man, tall and with & “ine head and
good features, but you will see at a glance that he is a weak

one,

I have a feeling that when you come into contact with him,
he will shrivel and acree to almost anytiiinz you ask, lorales,
his Minister of Interior, says that he will tell you the exact
date when he will break with the Axis,

While I am seeing nim this week again to press for an im-
mediate cutting off of telicommunications and an imrediate break,
I have no confidence in my success,

With warmest regards,

Sincerely,
Ltaets UHbsroct



THE WHITE HOUSE Ostober 13, 1942
WASHINGTON

My dear Claude:

I wish to acknowledge your letter of September 24,
1942, outlining the effect that may be anticipated as a
result of a reduction of Chile's fuel supply to forty
percent of the last year's consumption figure. I under-
stand that the Department of State recently sent you a
telegram explaining the necessity for this reduction,
which, in the case of Chile, did not become effective
until October 1 of this year.

The increased demand for oll tankers to be used in
war operations is primarily responsible for the fuel
shortage in the Western Hemisphere. Many countries
have already taken steps to meet the existing shortage
and I am sure you appreciate that there has been no
discrimination against Chile in so far as fuel allot-
ments are concerned.

Our first consideration,naturally, iz to use our
exlsting transportation facilities to supply fuel to
the actual theaters of war, and civilian needs in all
countries must be considered secondary. Whenever the
special circumstances make 1t possible, additional
allotments of fuel will be made to enable reserve
inventories to be built up in the various countries
of the Western Hemisphere.

With cordial regards, I am

Very sincerely yours,

The Honorable
Claude G. Bowers,
American Ambassador,
Santiago, Chile.
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Santlago, September 24, 1942,

Dear Mr. President:

This morning I was asked by Fresident Rios to advise
you that ir' we persist in the announced reduction in gasoline
to 40 per cent of last year the effect, economically, will
be disastrous, resulting in the closing down of factories
and shops and the unemployment of men. He tells me that pri-
vate curs will be refused gasoline beginning Uctober lst,
but, with this gain, the 40 per cent reduction would be,
economically, very serious and even grave, He is afraid,
and I have no doubt he is right, that this sort of upheaval
economically will be used against his regime and his plan
for breaking relatiocns, by the Naezi element,

Some time ago Phillip Clover, Special Assistant to
hendle the pasoline rationing in Chile, was here and made
& very thorough investigetion, and he reported that to re-
duce Chile lower than 60 per cent conpared with last year
would be disastrous economically. Cur own people in the
Zmbassy, who are experts on the subject and on the ground,
agree with Clover, JApparently the rmsoline people in
Washington, with this recommendation end sdvice before them,
decided to reduce, not to 60, or even S0, but to 40 per cent.
On the adviece of those in the Embassy in charge, I tele-
graphed all this to the Department long 8go, urging some=-
thing more compatible with the positive economic needs,
but no reply has been received. I sent a follow-up telegram
asking for a reply some time ago, and no answer,

The President,
The White House,
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Just now we are primarily interested in the breaking
of relations; end in this respect we have made great pro-
gress in the last month. Folitically, we all feel thut it
would be a great setback, resulting in bitter resentment,
if factories must close, farms go uncultivated, essential
transportetion feil, and men be thrown out of jobs upon
the streets. Clover put the figure at 60 per cent. Some
of my people feel the Chileans might get along barely with
&8 50 per cent reduction; everyone agrees thut 40 per cent
is disastrous. If someone has some purpose in all this it
would be highly advantageous were we to be informed. .o will
be blamed by many because private cars are taken from the
street, but with thet I am not concerned; it is a different
matter when factories are closed, unemployment is forced A
anc absolutely essentisl transportation fecilities are
denied. I hope thot something can be done about it.

With warmest regards, I am

Faithfully yours,

Luuitle UM orcie



DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON
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My dear Mr. President:

I have the honor to refer to your memorandum of
October 2 requesting that a reply be prepared to a
letter dated September 24 from Ambassador Bowers at
Santiago.

There is enclosed for your signature, if you
approve, a4 draft of a reply to Ambassador Bowers!'
letter.

RS AW W

l. Letter from
Ambassador Bowers,
September 24, 1942.

2. Draft of reply to
Ambassador Bowers.

Enclosures:

The Preaident,
The White House.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 2, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY
FOR MY SIGKATURE.

F. D. R.

Letter to the Pres. from Claude Bowers
Chile, Sept. 24th.
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Santiapgo, October 19, 1942
My dear Mr. Preeident:

I am encloeing copy of a letter to Welles that
has some amuseing features. Rioe 1s now awake to the
eituatlon 1n which Barros Jarpa has placed him and the
country and has apparently turned upon him. If drastic
actlion againet the spy ring 1e taken, as promised for
this week, something willl have been done to create a
better atmosphere for the visit; and if Rios completely
shute off all telecommunications with the Axis that should
help. I personally feel Rios should first break and then
go, fixing a date for the visit far enough in advance;
but he seems rather strongly convinced that it i1e of the
utmoet advantage for him to be able to say to the coOngress-
lonal leaders and others that on his trip he found all
the South and Central American natlons agreed that Chile
should break and that he cannot, and will not, have Chile
igolated. It is possible of course that if drastic action
ie taken against the sples, and telecommunication is com-
pletely shut off, a controversy with the Axis missions may
result which will force a speedy break. It is so advan-
tageous to the Axls, however, to have a free hand here that
I doubt if the Axie countries will take the initiative in
breaking.

The case of Barros Jarpes 1s tregic. He has been a
great friend of oure for years and all the American colony
were devoted to him, and most of his clients were the Ameri-
can corporations, and he finde himeelf am anathema with hies
old friends, and about to be repudlated by the President.

I am told that he 1s terribly depressed. His attitude 1is
utterly inexplicable to me on any ground other than one so
infemous that I would rather not mention it.

With warmest personal regards, I am

Most elncerely yours, E
The Honorable

Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.



Santiago, October 19, 1942

Dear Mr. Welles:

The Nazl honeymoon resulting from the postponement
ie now over and Chileane whose brains would not rattle
in & muetard seed are now moet contrite and humble.
General Escudero and high functionariee of the Army are
depressed and told Colonel Johnson that they felt they
had "lost a friend". President Rios is depressed and I
hear from several quarteres that he is through with Barros
Jarpa. The best proof of his loss of confidence in hies
Minieter is hie action in consulting with the Sub-Minlster
inetead, and in rejecting Barros Jarpa's idea that Rloe
should not go to the States mow. He now seems in a mood
to cut off telecommunications with the Axis completely.
This week will tell whether Morales means business about
the espionage ring. He has promised the arrests of the
elghteen lenseru whoee names, with proof, were furnished
the Forelgn "ffice three monthe ago. I am told from seem-
ingly dependable quarters that there will be a reorganizatlon
of the Government with Barros Jarpa out thie week. The
latter is much depressed and humble and apparently would
give much to be able to retrace his steps. He has been
geeking some way out without any ostensible back-down
on his part, and, as you know, has exprescéd the hope that
Brazil will smooth thinge over. Gracle tells me that
Aranha 18 now willing to act on the assumption that there
is nothing to mediate. EL MERCURIO will henceforth work
for a rupture in relations, according to Agustin Edwards.

Emilioc Edwards Belloc came to thank me for the infor-
mation I sent him from you, and he telle me he dld go to
Alessandri to inform him that he had his story all wrong.
He found Alessandri in bed sick, and the old man at first
flamed and tried to tell his visitor Just what his visitor
had asctually done in Habana, but the visitor stood stoutly
by his guns, told him you are a frlend of Chile and of all
the Americas, and finally the old man subsided and agreed.

Alessandri

The Honorable
Sumner Welles,
Department of State,
Washington, D.C.
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Alessandri insisted that he 1s a friend of ours - which I
gravely 5U£lt1¢n - and pointed to a copy of "Jefferson and
Hamitlon" on hie bed which I had inscribed to him, and
gald he hoped we are still friends.

The truthis that domestic politice and personal political
ambltions have played a major part in the confusion here.

Rossettl 1s demanding that the Rlo agreements be lived
up to. Barros Jarpa told Oracie that the agreemente may
be submit ted to Congrese for ratification and Rios had sald
as much to the Sub-Minister, notwithstanding the fact that,
at the ilnetance of Barros Jarpa, the Presldent had prevented
the ratification when Rossetti wae pressing for it Just
before he went out, on the ground that all this was the
prerogatige of the President and that thie could not be
compromised by a eubmlssion. Graclie told Barros Jarpa
that of course the submission would be a great triumph for
one man who would make the most of 1t. "Who", asked Barros
Jarpa. "Roseettl", eald Gracie. "Well, let him", said B.J.

I have etood aside, sald nothing, seen no one, and
after the cancellation of my dinner I cancelled a fair at
the Embasey to ralse money for the war workers here and had
the thinge donated for raffle returned, anéd the ticket
money ae well. Thils has worried them quite a lot and the
merchants were very nervous, evidently fearing that they
had incurred our dlepleasure and might find themeelves on
the Black List. They were reassured and told that if the
falr is held later they will have another opportunity to
contribute. The Chlleans are now golng out of their way
to appear cordial.

The atmosphere here is better for us as a result of
the upheaval. The Axlie people now seem certain the rupture
will come. The ACCION BHILENA, whose editor is in Jail
because of its infamoues attack on Roosevelt, came out this
week with an article which implies that a rupture is coming
and attacking me as "shameleses and cynical" and engineering
a rupture with "friendly nations". am ignoring this last
lssue.

That which saves the siltuation more than anything else

is the Chileans fine sense of humor. They are laughing at

Barroe Jarpa, laughing at the sending of the spies to Zapallar,

saying that they are going to turn Nazl sples to get a summer

at Zapallar at Government expense. The aristocracy with

villas there are protesting indignantly about making a

epy neet of the place and the sples are now removed from

there. TOPAZE, the best paper of humor in South A?erinl,
always
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alwaye etrongly with us, is full of amusing sketches.

You figure in one. Roosevelt standing on the stepe of the
White House smliling and with a chin that almost drage the
ground le salting for Rios who 18 approaching up the walk
when you, from behind a tree with a sling knock off Rios!
plug hat. THis alone might be mlsinterpreted, but taken
with all the reet ¢f the lssue it le not misinterpreted
here. Another iskettn is based on the practice here of the
ladies putting their hair in curl papers before a party.
All the members of Rizs party for the trip are shown with
their hair in cupl papers and an expression of utter con-
fusion on their facee.

With warmest personal regards,

S8incerely yours,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Jetober 19, 1942.

MEUORANDUM FOR
THE UKDER EECRETARY OF ETATE

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY
T0 JMBASSADOR DOWERS IF YOU DEEM
ONE NECESBARY.

F. D. R.

Letter to the President
from Ambassador Bowers, dated
Oetober 10, 1942, re President's
rios! visit to the U. 5. an

noer Secretary of Welles' speech
in Boston.



EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Santlago, October 10, 1942

My dear Mr. Early:

I wish you would have the enclosed letter
to the President delivered at once slncelt 1is of

vital and preseing importance.

S8incerely yours,

22774

The Honorable
Stephen Farly,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.
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October 22, 1942.

Dear Claude:-

Thank you much for yours of the
fifteenth. We are keeping discreetly quiet.
I hope you liked my cordial reply to Ries.

I really meant it when I talked about sitting
around & table peacefully and talking things
over.

I do hope and believe things will
work out all right.

Ky best wishes to you,

Always sincerely,

Honorable Claude G. BDowers,
American Embassy,

Santiago,

Chile.



Santiago, October 15,1942

Dear Mr. Presldent:

In case 1t may interest you I am enclosing a copy of
my letter to Welles. With a secret enemy like Barros Jarpa,
posing ostentatiously as a cordlal friend, it was inevitable
that Welles' statement of the bald facts would be selzed upon
to prevent the Rios visit. I have felt all along that Barros
Jarpa would do anything within his power to prevent Rios
from meeting you. He has eelzed upon the Boston speech to
misrepresent what was sald; has bullied the press here, wlth
the .exception of the Soclallst, and the Communist organs
into playing his game, and for the moment made himeelf into
a national hero. Not however with the intelllgent and the
masses who have been with us all the time.

. It has since occurred to me that possibly Welles' speech
wae intended to postpone the visit of Rios untll he breaks
relations. If so it was a heroic method and I am hopeful
it will be successful. It has been enormously helpful because -

I have poured in on Barros Jarpa positive proof of the
operations of the Nazl esplonage ring here and he has kept
everything from the press, not to mentlon the Senate, and
gs I found five weeke ago not even to Presldent Riocs. The
Wellee speech bringe this out dramatically. The people
themselves know now what we think.

Too much importance must not be attached to the seeming
general jubilation over Barros Jarpa "defending the natlonal
honor". There 18 a very large and influentlsl element here,
financially and soclally important, which 1s secretly if
not openly pro-Nazi, anti-democratlc and anti-American. All
these have rushed into print and shouted.

Then, with the exception of the Soclalist and Communlst
organs which are making a fight on Barros Jarpa, all the
other papers here, easlily intimidated, were called in and
given orders by the Minlster for Foreign Affalrs to make
the most of the incldent. EL MERCURIO, the highest grade

paper

The Honorable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House,
Washington.
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paper here, really a distinguished paper, reesented the
dictation I am sure and when Arturoc Alessandri issued

hie distinctly pro-Nazi lying letter, EL MERCURIC called

up the Foreign Office and protested ageinet ite publicution.
It wae told to print it. This paper goee on the theory that
regardless of who le 1n power, the prese should supnort the
Government, but in the present instance it 1s fed up.

Day before yesterday the Agricultural Soclety gave lts
big dinner and thie was made the occeslon for a blg ovatlon
for Barros Jarpa. But 1t is well to remember that thile
Society 1s compoeed of the o0ld feudalistic landowning
aristocracy which is bitterly anti-democratlc, alweys pro-
totalitarian, and now pro-Nazi and pro-Argentine and antli-
United States. It is hated by the mase of the people.

The people now are beginning to awaken to a reallzatlion
of the fact that nelther the soverelgnty nor dignity of Chile
wae insulted by the Boston epeech, and that they have been
lead by Barros Jarpe into an attitude offensive to the one
nation on which the economic life of Chlle now depends. Some
bitterness is developing in consequence against him. Laset
night Marcial Mora, former Minlster for Foreign Affairs and
of Finance, and former President of the Bank of Chlile, came
to me to express his dlegust. He came out millitantly for
breaking relatione some time ago. He was frankly alarmed over
the poesible effect on Chile. Senator Cruz Coke came to the
house last night seething with indignation. Senator Maza,

head of the Liberal Party, very coneervatlive, and untll recently

againet breaking relations, but for some time now in favor of
1t, has resigned the Presidency of the Party and the directors
of the Party with him.

At this moment I feel -

That you having sent & cordlal letter to Rlos, our
position now ghould be one of sllence whlle these people sweat
and come to a realization that Chile must break relatlons and
act dreetically ageinst Nazl and Axis esplonage. I do not
think we should make a single move. It is clearly up to
Rioe now. The less we say the more nervous these people will
become. I adfsaying absolutely nothing and have lesued orders
to the heade of all sections in the Embassy to instruct all
under them that they are to B&{ absolutely nothing if ap-
proached beyond "it 1s too bad".

Many declisive things may happen here before this
reachee you, - the resignation cof the Government and a
reorganization, with Barrce Jarpa out, seems possible before

B8unday.



Sunday. I am informed that Rios has in mind makihg

Ben Claro Forelgn Minister and while he is a bright

young man, I could name a score of othere better qualified
and for us more dependable.

With warmest pereonal regards,

Moet sincerely yours,

e/

B



Santlago, October 15, 1942

Dear Mr. Welles!

You may find it convenient to have a review of the
incidents here relating to the Boston speech. There cer-
tainly was not one word in the epeech that does not conform
to the preclse factes, The reaction here is of two sorts.

In the case of Barros Jarpa and hie pro-Nazi Fifth Column
allies it was one of pretended outrage becsuse of a simulated
"insult" to the dignity of Chile. This 1s& pure Nazi propa-
ganda. In the case of PresidentRloes it wae a little different.
I have no doubt that the reaction of our prees on the speech
did create an unhappy atmosphere for hie trip. I have many
reasons for bellevingthat 1t was with the greatest reluctance
that he postponed 1it.

The subtle misrepresentations of Barroe Jarpa of the
epeech, uanvaying the impresslon, popularly held in consequence,
that you had sald that Chile is stabbing her American neighbors
in the back, instead of that the Nazl esplonage rings here
are stabblng them in the back; and the fact that the Govern-
ment here, which in thie instance means Barros Jarpa, has
falled to glve out the statement made to Michels by President
Rocsevelt 1in your preeence, have had a bad effect on public
opinion.

Having bullt up a caee by misrepresentations and Buppres-
elon, Barros Jarpa and the Nazl element have been making
the most of it. The fact 18 that just before thie Barros Jarpa
wag very much on the defeneslve and there was a general feel-
ing that he could not last long. New he hae set to work to
convert himself into a natianal hero, Horatlio at the bridge,
valiantly defending the sovereignty and dlgnity of his country,
inst the Coloseue of the North. Thie hae been done largely
:g:uugh the press. Before gliving out his statement which
contalned lies, he summoned all the papers to his office and
gave 1lnstructions ae to what he wanted sald snd what he wanted
unsald. Thie has had no effect on LA CRITICA, the Socialist
organ

The Honorable
Sumner Welles,
Acting Secretary of State,
Washington, D.C.



organ, or EL SIGLOC, the Communist, but all the others, with
the exception of EL MERCURIO which haes been reasonable
throughout, have fallen in line with zest. The resudt hae
hae been that the press for“some days has been filled with
glorifications of Barros Jarpa, some in editorials, some

in epeclal artlecles and letters, some in telegrams sent to
the Minlster, and - thls seeme serlous to me - some in edi-
torlale of commendation from Brazilian papers.

There 1s no doubt in my mind, as I had reported, that
Barros Jarpa wae much chagrined over Rlos' prospective vlsit
and that he was most eager to find a pretence to sabotage
the trip. 1In thls sense the speech played into hlis hands.

But, on the other hand, the suppresslons by Barros Jarpa
of eseentlal facts pertainling to Axis espionage had utterly
confused the public aes to the realitles, and the speech
has shocked them into a realization that something must be
wrong. At firet Hush I think they Jumped to the conelusion
that you merely lntended to instilt them; but they are now
beginning to suspect that you woubdd never have made such a
etatement without ample Justification. And the fact that
President Roosevelt has sustained your positlon convinces
them all the more. The original thought of our enemies was
to differentlate between you and Preslident Roosevelt, and
to create the impresesion that the latter would not approve.
No one longer entertalns that fantastic idea.

The speech and the reactlon have also served a good
purpose in that 1t hae brought varlous men out in their
true colore. I fancy the Department no longer thinkg , if
it ever thought, that my ilmpressicns of Arturoc Alessandri
were dictated by prejudice. But in an article of glorifi-
catlon of Barros Jarpa's attitude, I find the names sub-
scribed of Juvenal Hernandez, Rector of the University,
whom I have always thought pro-German and antl-American;
Jorge Matte, who would have been Foreign Minister if Barros
Jarpa had not been and who ie absolutely agalnst offending
the Axise; Carlos Vial, President of the Compafila Sud-amerlcana
de Vapores, and of course our old Nazl friend del Pedregal
of the Fomento Corporation.

Qur supporters have been momentarlly sllenced and over-
whelmed becamse of the merry pro-Barroe Jarpa crusade of
the press; they have been afrald to say much lest what
they say be put down to hoetility to President Rios; but
thelr opinion as to breaki relations has not altered in
the leaet and thelr opposition to Barroe Jarpa has intensified.

EL sIGLo
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EL SIGLO and LA CRITICA have feroclously attacked
Barros Jarpa, demanding his resignation, and the Soclallst
Party has formally demanded the immedlate breaking of
relatione and the removal of the Minleter for Forelgn Affairs.
A8 the conservative elementinterested selflshly in the
economic well-belng of the country begin to reflect on the
wisdom of nttauk1n§ or opposing the one natlon on which
Chile is economically dependent, I have no doubt that there
will be a change in them and that they will reach the con-
glusion that Barros Jarpa has rendered a great dlesservice
to the natlion.

11

The arrest of the three Nazl spies, including the
President of the German Bank as the len&-r, and of the
former Consul General in New York dwindles ln importance
in view of the fact that they are not to be expelled, on
the pretext that Argentina will not permit them to enter
that country even to get a boat for Spain. They are not
imprisoned. Barros Jarpa had told me that 1f they could
not find a way out they would be confined to some obscure
out-of-the way little town under pollice supervision. It
now develops that they are sentenced to a summer at
Zapallar, the Newport of Chlle, the cholcest summer spot
in the country, within easy reach of Valparalso, and
thick with Axie sympathlzers, and they will in no sense
be confined but will be free to come and go about at will
and only be compelled to report once a week to the police
in Zapallar. The German Ambassador, and Lelsewltz of the
German Embassy to my personal knowledge are in and out of
Zapallar constantly. I have not the slightest doubt but
that they are belng eent to Zapallar to please, if not on
the request of, the German Ambaseador. I should think 1t
well worth while if some American humorist would wrlte a
funny story on the mockery of the thing and have the A.F.
and U.P. send it to Chlle.

III

Roosevelt!s reply in a friendly way to Rios!
is entirely satlisfactory but nnthiné mage shnugg bzegggzlm
now but the Chileans should be permitted to sweat it our
eillence. I have instructed all the people at the Embassy
that they are to refuse to discuss the controversy., I find

that our sllence makes them swe
anything else. at and worry more than

1v,

As you know Barroe Jarpa has been gunni T Mich
ever since he went in. Because Hiuhelnsin agglng:vaSwaln
after leaving President Roosevelt expreseed himself ae
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satisflied and spald the incldent seemed closed, the Minlster
and hie cohorte are trying to work up a eentiment agalnst
him, with the hope of having him removed. EL IMPARCIAL
last night had a cartoon with Michels up in the air looking
dazed and saying, as he gzld on leaving the White House
that "he could see the ralnbow", while a noble olitizen
looking up from the ground remarks that he seems "up in the
moon". Of course I do not think Rloes would dare remove him
and I am sure he has no thought of dolng so.

With warmest personal regards, I am

8incerely yours,
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Santiago, October 24, 1942
My dear Mr. President:

Nothing but some great blunder can prevent the hoped
for rupture with the Axle now, and I hear from various sources
that 1t may come within a few daye. Duhalde, the Minister of
Defense, and the strongest man in the Government, told a
friend of mine that "It 1s a matter of hours". WNothing can
be expected untll Fernandez the new Minister of Foreign Affairs
errives on Sundey. We hsve reached the point where further
attacks durling the next week or ten days on Chile's fallure
to act would be harmful.

I find among even those most strongly withus a feeling
that the dignity of Chile has been offended rather serlously
because as far as the public knows we have not taken the
trouble to reply to Chile's protest. Of couree you made the
reply in person to Michels and Chile was authorized to give
it out. For manifest reasons, of course, Barroes Jarpa sup-
preeeed it and people generally have the impression we have
treated an official statement of Chile's with the contempt
of sllence. I have telegraphed my opinion that our reply
as submitted to me should be given the U.P. and A.P.

Rlos 18 as eager to go to Washington as can be and ie
determined to go and his cordlality to me in public yesterday
at the review 1ln the O'Higgins ceremony was rather unusual.

I am becoming rather uneasy over the disposition of our
Ambassador'e in other South American countries to give out
interviews agalnst Chile, since I can assure you your Ambassa-
doe in Chile 1s infinitely better qualified to know what
should and should not be said to fit in with the situstion of
the moment. I understood that these over-eager colleagues
were glven the facte as background to feed the press quietly

The Honorable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House,
Wﬁﬂhlngtcn, D.C. '-p_l



and not to lssue officlal statements. I have an unpleasant
recollection of the timewhen your Ambassador in Spain

wae reporting the exact truth when American Ambassczdors

here, there, and everywhere were ruportlnf on Bpain in
contradictlon to my reports, getting it all "out of the horsge's
mouth" - mostly Fifth Columniste. The record ls most

eloquent now as to who wae right and knew what he was about.

With highest personal regarde, I am

Most eincerely yours

Lzl Sz



santiago,0ctober 29,1942

Dear lir President:~-
As . telegraphed the Lepartment at the time,your

teglegraphic reply to Rios was magnificent and took the wind out of
the seils of our enemies. I took the liberty in a personal note to
fiios to quote from your letter about the sinc rety of your statement
about sitting down like brothers ,and this morning rernandez,the new
woreign linister,told me 24i0s is delighted and is writing me.
At his fibst diplomatic reception this morning only the Germans,
Italians and Japanese were absent ,these being received later. Fernan-
dez was most ostentatious in his attentions to me.After passing all
along the line he immediately hurried back to me and talked a long
while ,and + noticed the tip off from a functionary of the .inistry to
the photographer who caught us in conversation. I have the feeling
that Fernandez is a pure opportunist and that his policy will be
dictated by Rios sbsolutely. =e seems more hearty and cordiel since
his conferences with xios than when I first saw him before he had
these conferences. e told me this morning that Rios has given orders
to proceed drastically and intensively agzinst the espionage ring.

+he press at home may have had something about the
college student "demonstrations” end may have exap-erated. 'he fact

) iy

is one evening about 25 students appeared in front,sang the national
f\

A
antem,and then left & letter to me.. was at the office,not home, .the



letter was most respectful ,complimentary to the united States and to
me,and declared the students in complete sympathy with the Allies and
thoroughly democratie,but that they were hurt because Chile's protest
hed been ignored, . told the servants that if they appeared agz=in to
invite them in end sumwon me;but the next dayp a gang of young nezis
hitched nnfand the officers at the gate refused them entrance. L then
sent & note to the young men who had come first and told them . would
be glad to receive a committee of fifteen. They appeared the next day
end L found them spdandid young fellows,really on our side,reelly
hurt because they thought the protest had been treated with contemptug¢
ous silence. I had three members of the staff there so there could be
no misrepresentation of what wes said and I heard their spokesman

and discussed matters with them for almost two hours. We then posed

in a group for a picture.

By inviting them in and treating them as I did it smashed the plan
of the Nazis ,and the leading magazine here gives the front pege cover
to the pﬁptograph with the comment that nothing could better illustrat
the spirity of democracy and particularly of the demoeracy of the
Americen nations, I assured these boys that you personally had replied
on Uetober IOth ,and . told them at length about the espionage
activities here.

There is no doubt that Rios is most eager to make the journey .lNow
that arrests are being made of the nazi and Axis sples on a large
scale,I have suggested here that it would be well were the Covernment

to give the A.P. and U,P, full stories on these arrests for the papers



of the United States --useful in creating a better atmosphere for the
visit.

Am disgusted with Wilkies playing of Jim Watson nolities after he

had had the doors thrown u open to him throusgh your letters., John Lamb
,of Indians,the wisest politician I ever knoew ,often seid to me that
"if you b go to bed with your enemies you get lice". I was favorably
impressed with Wilkies conduct until after and during his last trip

“r‘LM"'
2 he began to play the demagogue with an internmational situation,

With warmest regards,

“incerely,

ton.Franklin D.Roosevelt W & ﬂ“f o

The White House.



Santiago, November 7, 1942

My dear Mr. President:
The situation as to Chile now is this:

Firet there 1s no longer any doubt of her determination
to break relations with the Axis and to proceed energetically
agailnst Axls esplonage.

Second, President Rios 1s eager to make hie trip and
wante the atmosphere prepared in the United Statee so he
can have the kind of reception a Chllean President must have.

Third, immedliately on hise return he proposes to break
relations, baelng hie action on the ground that not "pressure
from the United Btates" but the common desire of all the
American countrles he had vislited makes 1t imperative and
desirable.

When I saw Rios last Tuesday he talked along this line
and thought 1t would be most helpful if some one high in
authority in Washington sald something in commendation of
the present actlvities of the Government against Axis esplonage
and expressed confidence in Rios' intentlone to cooperate
fully. I telegraphed Washington proposing the plan which
wae adopted of having a correspondent at a press conference
ask elther you or Hull for comment. The effect here has been
splendid. President Rlios, Fernandez, the Minister for
Forelgn Affalre, Rulz Solar, Secretary-General of the Presi-
dent, Morales, the Minister of the Interior, have expressed
thelr gratitude warmly to me and the diplomats of our
American alllies are delighted.

I think that unless conditions here force a rupture
before we must reconcile ourselves to having Chile act now
and perslstently agalnst German esplonage and let her have
her way about breaking on Rioe' return. I find that

practically
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practically all my Americen colleaguee think it best in the lon
run that way. They fear that an immediate break would be aserigud
to "preseure" or "dictation" from us, and they feel that Rios'
idea of returning with the announcement that in all American
nationes but one, he found the feeling that Chile should break

eand for the sake of solidarity he wae breaking, would be less
difficult for Rioe and divert attacks from us.

That Rios 1s eager to go I know. Intimate official asso-
clates of the President tell me that he cannot go until after
the vielt of the President of Ecuador but that he plans to go
immedliately thereafter, and Ben Cohen, Ambassador in Bolivia,
who wase summoned here to accompany Rios a month ago, telle me
he 1e remaining here since it would not be worthwhile for him
to return to La Paz and then come back in three weeks.

The press ls now making an open campalgn for rupture on
the request of Rioe and the Forelgn Minleter. The other night
60,000 people of all parties, all but the Conservatives, staged
a demonstration without precednet in favor of rupture and for
two hours Rlos, Morales and Fernandez reviewed the parade from
the balcony of the Moneda.

They saw banners with your plctures, Churchille and other
United Nation leaders includirg Stslin'e and heard shouts for
you. Churchlll and victory. It was orderly and it has made
a deep impresslon.

We must be very careful now to do nothing, and say nothing,
that would change the current which now is strong and growing
stronger every hour.

The election seems to me a great victory for your Adminis-
tration. 1In an off year, with you necessarily silent, with
taxes burdensome, with the lsolationlet element resentful,
and with our Parfy in power for ten years, it 1s marveloue
that we emerge in control of every branch of the national govern-
ment. The gubernatorial result in New York does not amaze me.
Somehow, Bennett, who probably is an able and good man, has
never thrilled me, and he lacke the color and the dramstic
appeal that his democratic predecessors have had. His
election rather smeare Wilklee chances. The Lord's will be done!

With warmest regards,

8incerely yours, Wﬂ/w



Santiago, November 10, 1942

My dear Mr. President:

Yesterday I had an hour with Preeident Rioe, apropos
our landing in North Africa. I wae impressed with his
earneatness and sincerity. He greeted me effusively on
entering the room, with warmest congratulations on our
landing and on your speech to the French people, and his
expresslon, usually reticent and shy, bore out the sincerity
of his worde. He sald that because of Chile's love for
France our action will have a splendid effect here; and
because South Amerlcans are largely Latin it will have a
fine effect over the continent. I then told him our
attitude toward Italy and our action in declaring Italians
in the States not alien enemies and he sald thle too would
be effective.

He told me that he asked all the papers here to begin
a campalign for rupture and that within a few days "even the
ILUSTRADO" will be aup?orting his policy in this sense.
With a laugh he added "I even have the pledge of Arturo
Alessandrl that he willl keep eilent henceforth". He then
sald that the trouble with Arturo 1s hie apparent inability
to understand that in a grave international situation local
politics should stay out.

He also said, apropos of the recent action of the
Supreme Court in holding the German banker spy that he
had aeked the Court to take such actlon if possible as a
matter of high public policy. Laughingly he then added
that when the German Ambassador saw him in the interest of
thie banker spy he had told the Ambassador that this 1s a
democracy with three independent branches of government,
but that the Court was composed of able men who would handle
the banker's case according to law.

I am

The Honorable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.



I am sending a confidential report of the Minister
of the Interior to the Minister of Foreign Affairs,which
the latter sent to my house last night, to the Department
today in despatch No. 4904. This report is an honest
statement of facts, as I know from my own knowledge and
after conferring with our Intelligence Officer, Wall.

If you are interested in this phase you will find an
explanation of the delay in taking actlon against the
Axle esplonage and something on the difficulties here due
to lack of adequate funds. I have submitted a suggestion
apropos of that.

With warmest personal regards,

Moet sincerely yours,
2
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Santiago,llovember 16,1942

Dear Mr President:-

I am inclosing two telegrams sent by me yesterday
(Sunday) and todey which I consider of such importance at this juneture
t+hat I feel you should see them and consider them,and 1 am afraid that
in the crush of work I'r Welles may overlook calling them to your
attention, Therd is no doubt that Chile has definitively determined to
break with the Axis ,and the Presidents statement to me that he had
called in the papers and askedcthem to begin the campaign for rupture
has been since borne out by their action+ When he told me that the
Ilustrada,extremely Right,and the organ of the Church had promised him t
to support him if he ruptures . was more than skeptical. This morning
proofo of his sincerety again in the editorial in that paper.

We have had so many reasons for resenting Chile's lack
of ection that I am afraid some of our people have become prejudiced
and are prone to be indifferent to Chile's present advances under
enormously changed conditions. UlNothing could be worse here. I have
no doubt that at this juncture we must give the President here every
sympathetic consideration and such assistance as we can in making his
right about face easier ,more dignified and graceful.

For the first time during the last month I have been able to
talk with the utmost frenkness in an atmosphere of unmeserve ,and

confidentially ,and we are going places. Your telegram to Rios in



reply to Rios startlingly cordial and sympathetic cable to you on
North Africa, has pleased the President enormously ,delighted the
Toreign liinister and given great satisfeetion to the Chilean people,
That is the tone we must assume and the line we must follow. The
rupture seems positively assured »and 1 do not think we should quibble
over the method or means 3ios may think best. For the first time
Covernment here has talked confidentially to me on Chile's relations
with Argentine, revealing what 1 hagd long thought.

With warmest regards 3

Sincerely,
‘on,Franklin D,Roos evelt W Mﬂ”’“—'

~he White House.



YA SETTED
Blais Lupe. Lotter, 1.11.73
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ST ISl LLUILB TAL  Telegram of November 15, 2 nm, 1983
LAmESmemeeswwew ). FOR SECAETARY UNDERSECRETARY & DUGOAN

Referring to your telegram of November 14, 2 pm, #1371

1) Thie morning Fernandez telephoned asking if I would recelve
him at 12:%0 today. He came to inform me that yesterday instrcu-
tlone had been sent to the Chilean legation in Vicly to retire
them to Madrid and remain there pending clarification of the
eltuation since with the Germane in absolute control in France
there is no point in having a legatlon there; and aleo to the
end that Chile may be in better poeltlon to follow us on what-
ever steps may be taken ae to poselble recognition of another
Government. He told me the French Minister has informed him
he hed received not one word from his Government in eight days
and ls very much distressed as to his situation.

2) He also came to express profound appreciation for the
"very moving character" of Roosevelt's telegram to Ros.

3) I then told him I had transmitted the request brought me
by Cohen and explained fallure to incorporate sentence asked.

4) I then told him President Roosevelt's schedule which makes
impcseible Rloe' visit before January 5th and he appeared to
understend, but half in earnest suggeeted 1t might be poselible
to arrange exchange of dates with Cuban President. He said he
thought Rlos should go as soon aes poseible.

5) When he said he and Rios felt 1t best to break relations
immediately on return inetead of before going, I told him I
have no inetructlone, no authorization but asked if he would
like for me to give him my own feeling personally. He eald he
would. I then set forth the reasone why a bresk before would
be advantageous, covering the llne in your telegram. He thenked
me for epeaking frankly and sesld he would speak frankly in
return. Thle brought out a plan of Government here not hitherto
known. I give you a rough but absolutely accurate quotation:

"We are & meighbor of Argentina, our territory touching,
with elways a poselbility of some territorial or other complica-
tlon and for that resson alone we wish to be fair with Argentina.
Rloa' plan is thie: he makes the trip and his last atop 1s
in Buenos Alres. There he will say to Ceetillo thet Chile has
determined absolutely on an immediate rupture with the Axis, and
gince Chile doee not wish to leave Argentina out of a limb or
isolated, he wlll urge that Argentina Join and break slmultaneously.
He will make 1t clear that Chile will break at once even if
Argentlins will not, but that he wished to spare Argentina the
embarrassment of belng left slone." Fennandez sald there is &
very strong feeling for rupture among Argentinians and that
there 18 a good prospect that when Rios makes hla immediate
intentione known ané invites Argentina to Joln, she may do so.

If she doee not, it will not deter Chile at all,

Here le something you may want to consider. It is the first
clear expoeltion of Chile's attitude toward Argentina T have heard.

I told him frankly that our friends hsd been worried because
Rlos' last visit would be to Buenoe Alres and that the Argentines
might persuade him not to break. He sald that thie wae quite
true at one time but no longer,

gald he would give Hios my views znd he hoped I would

He
mlt _this ver onfidential pl
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only Chile but Argentina intc the orbit. But he relterated
that having given Argentina her chance, Chile will act
regaerdless of Argentina's reactlon. I am sure he tslked with
complete franknegs.

6) E1l Mercurlo today editorially mentlone rupture.
The editorial written by Forelgn Office official.

Please call the President's attention to this telegram.
Repeated to Buencs Alres.

Bowera
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Copy of Telegram No. 1987 of November 16, 3 pm
OUNEEBNweI® ©OR THI SECRETARY UNDEHSECRETARY AND DUGGAN
Referring to my telegram No. 1983 of November 15, 2 pm

Now that even the DIARIO ILUSTRADO has come out editorially
with pledge to eupport Rioe in whatever policy he may adopt, I
think it very necessary that Washington consider the rapidly
changlng prospecte here. It muet be kept in mind 1in whatever
ie done or esld that there is no doubt that the determination
hae been reached by the President and hie Government to break
with the Axie; that Government is acting posltively to prepare
the way for the break soon; that the action of ILUSTEADO this
morning bears out Rios' statement toc me reported at the time
that he hae the pledge of this paper to support him in the event
of a break; that Morales Saturday made a speech glven to the
press which leavee no doubt of Government's position in which
he sald, apropos of the action being taken agsinst Axis eeplonage,
that he is acting on the Preesident's instructions to act ener-
getically agesinet all agencles operating egainst the democracles.

While we ant and shall do what we can to break the
break before Rloe' visit, we should give due consideration
to Fernandez' explanation of the plen &s 1t relates to Apgentina
and bear in mind that there 1s a special Argentine-Chilean
problem invelving the relations of the two nations.

We have the assurance from every governmental quarter up
to the Presldent that the break will come immediately on
Rloes return; and the fact that the President feels that the
vieit should be at an early date indicates the feeling that
the break must come ss soon as poeelble.

Now tha! the prese campeign 1s launched to prepare the
ground for the break I am afrald that it is unfortunate to
have this continued for as much ag two monthe since it will
lose 1its punch in that time, and I suspect this may be in the
mind of Rios.

Qur resentmente of Chile's attitude in the past have been
richly earned, but now that the dirft in our direction is
pronounced, and pledges are made, I feel that an attitude of
indifference now would be very bad and that it should now
be our poliey to do what we can to smooth the way for the
Government there to act through such confidentlal cooperation
as we can glve.

If Preeldent Roosevelt could possibly spare three days
for Rioe immedlistely after the Cuban leavee 1t would greatly
hasten the rupture; and 1f the vielt made before the rupture
Coordination Committee and propasgsnda agencles in States
could prepare & good atmosphere by having prese assume that
thle 18 the preliminary to the break.

We shall do what we can within the proprieties to convince
the Government that rupture should come before the visit.

However for the first time, we have reached a very friendly
cooperative confidentlial state of negotiaticne, and the
purpose of thie telegram 1s to urge that Washington take
cognlzance of thie changed situation and be as helpful as
168 reassonable and proper in making it as easy as poseible
for Jovernment to right about face with some semblance of

dignity. nﬂﬂAﬂIﬂI?nﬂ
NED BBt liNey 4 W
Hy J. Schauble Date____



SBantiago, November 23,1942

My dear Mr. President:

I am much gratified by the report in the prees here
that you have intervened to prevent the assassination =
for that 18 what it would amount to - of Largo Cabellero,
Quiroga,and Giron, arrested by the Germans in France and
eent to Franco. I note that speclal emphasis is laid on
Largo Cabellero which ie all right. But since Largo
Cabellero ie a Soclalist and it appeare from the press that
my old friends Fernando de los Rios and Del Vayo have inter-
ceded with you, 1t occure to me that they may not have saild
enough about Quiroga and Giron who are of the party of Azafia,
mere republicans and outetanding democrats. Gironk arrest
1s outrageous since he was not a politician, merely a
etrong republican and an idealist, a physician of standing,
who was made Prime Minister to succeed Quiroga when the
latter at the very beginning of the war was displaced. He
was a personal friend and appointment of Azafa.

Quiroga is a man of ability, an ardent democrat and
republican, and he was very close to Azana. He was Prime
Minister when the war began. Because he was Prime Minister
when Calvo Sotella, the head of the Axis crowd in Spain,
wWas assasselnated by three officers of the Assault Guards,
it was charged, as part of the Nazi consplracy, that he had
arranged the assassination, and because of this he is in
danger. Of course he had no more to do with arranging an
assagsination thanAzana. Calvo Sotello, who was killed
none to soon 1in the interest of the Republic, was killed
because Just before, three daye I think before,an officer
of the Assault Guarde was assassinated by the Pessciste and
the Aesault CGuards took matters into thelr own hands without
consulting the Government at all.

I am gratified by your intercession because military
reasons have neceseitated the giving out of statements by
us implying perfect confidence in Franco, and this has caused
a painful impresslion among ell the friends of S8panish
democracy

The Honorable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.
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democracy who do not see the military angle.

Apropos uf1ianco'a and Jordana's Heutrality", I
mlght suggest that perhaps, since the proof of the pudding
is the eating) that perhape Jordana might instruct his
Mlssions here and throughout South America that neutrality
does not mean an intensification of thelr coopmeration
with the Axle in the nastlest king of propsganda against
us; and that it 1s 4ifficult to ascoclate "neutrality"
with the presence of Spanish troops with the Germans
operating against Russla, our Ally.

Incldentally, Jordana, whom I know, was the man
who entered into the agreement with Mussolini in 1926
to turn the Balearic Islands over to the use of Italy
as a base in the case Italy should be involved in a war.
He was a Fasclst then as he 1e a Fascist now. One can be
a monarchist, as in Italy, and still stand for a
Fascist regime, as in Italy.

I am merely giving you this as background.

Wlth warmeet regards,

Sincerely FﬂursryM !



Santiago, December 7, 1948.

Dear llr. President:

Since lorales, linister of the Interior, and Uscar Schnake
arrive in VWashingto Wednesday or Thursday on & confidential
migssion from Rics to you, it may be of assistence for you to have
my enalysis of these men and of their mis=sion before you ase them.
FPrimarily both have been militantly anti-llezi and both lead and
persiasted in the fight for a rupture with the Axis, Both are
pro=-American and pro-Hoosevelt, particularly Schrake. The latter,
whanyou know, is in my opinion by odds the nearest to a statesmen
of vision end judgment of any man in public life here, but I under-
stand you have a high regard for him, Morales is young, & bit
exalted, impulsive, very ambitious, but inexperienced; and his
Judgment of men and things is wvery often not sound, He appears to
have the impression that Nelson Hockefeller is the detator of our

foreign policy, ete,

I talked with lorales before he left but found him rather too
cagey on his mission to suit me and I had an hour's confidential
talk with Schnake at my house Saturday., There apoears to be no
doubt that the purpose of the mission is to say to you that Chile
is going to break with the Axis very soon; to give you ltfos's idea
of what may be needed in the way of coopermtion as defence apainst
possible attacks or sabotage. OSchneke said that he is not impressed
by economic needs, but thet certain material for defence does seem
reasonable to him, I told him that when Chile breaks it is my
impression that she may get some defence material, but expressed
doubt ebout getting enything until Chile's position is entirely
claril’ied, I suggested that you be told first that Chile will
break on a specified day, that this be made a secret, officiml
governmental declaration. I told him that with this determined
absolutely, I felt sure there would be a disposition to talk over
with lorales and Schnake the defence necessities sympathetically,

The President,

The White House,
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I intended to say to Schnake that I thought it a grave mistake
not to inform lichels of the viasit, but before I got to it Schnske
anticipated me by saying thet he is distressed over that phase and
thinks it a grave mistake., I suggested that since Wichels has been
for rupture and stands well with lieshington, this concealment of the
intended visit from him would be open to misinterpretation. He saw
that at once, had seen it before., He said he would ses the Foreign
linister that day and tell him what he thought, and that unless the
Foreign Uffice informs Liichels, he said, "I personally shall inform
him." I think that this concealment rrén Kichels merely reflects
local political meneuvering, and I am convinced thet liorales wants
to be Ambassador in VWashington.

As you have possibly observed, if you read the telegrams to the
Department I sent you, 1 feel very strongly that the situation here
now is such that we must cheange our attitude fro. one of' justified
resentment over past policies to one of sympathetic cooperation with
ifos. I base this on the common understanding in all circles here
that rupture is coming very speedily. There mre reesms,

First: R{os three weeks aro called in the publishers of all the
papere, told them he is preparing to break and asked them to lamunch
a campalgn for rupture. If he does not intend to break this would be
incredibly stupid,

Second: The papers are acting in accordence with the request,
and IL IIRCURIO, the NEW YURK TILES of Chile, very conservative, is
strong in its editorial declarations thet Chile must bresi,

Third: The Foreign linister in s powerful exposition of foreipgn
policy before the Senate told it bluntly that Chile must break and
very scon, and will,

Under these circumstances I feel strongly that it would be a
grave mistake to permit resentment of past policy to lead us into an
attitude of indifference, and that on the contrary we should now con=
centrate on doing whatever is possible to make it easier for ifos,

We understand here that if Chile breaks the Argentine Government
will stand pat mgainst rupture; that she is encouraged in this atti-
tude by the British; and in line with this is the fact that the Arit-
ish here, including the lmbagsy, have stood aside and given us no help
whatever in the matter of rupture., In addition we find that the Brit-
ish colony is making the most of our alleged alliance with Derlan,
the French Fascist, and expressing its syzpathy elfusively with the
free irench, who will have no truck with the Darlans and Péteins, mnd
eritieising us to them. These are thingzs to be kept under cover, of
course, and not given to the publie, but I think it necessary for you
to have the facts,

S g it
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I was talking this morning with the Brazilian Ambassador,
who thinks that when Chile breaks, if Argentina does not, we
must get rough with her, and he expressed surprise over the
8ix millions furnished Franco Spain for the purchase of goods
from the Argentine,

I cannot be expected to share in anyone's enthusiasm over
good General Franco in view of the vicious cooperation the Span-
ish Zmbassy here is constantly giving the Axis through propa-
ganda of the most unsecrupulous sort., I note one new result
in an intercepted letter from a Falangist here to one in the
Canal Zone:

"The North American politics is in ita worst period of
presumption end imperialism. The American ambassador
Bowers 1s & declared Communist, who aided the Spanish
Republic, and he now lunches dsily with Contreras Labarca."

Labarca is the Communist leader whom I saw once at a publie

gathering.
. Sincerely, 3 Z 4

With wearmest regards,

e,
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December 18, 1942

My dear Mr. President!

I em ln;lﬂtlng herewith the letter addressed
to you by the President of Chile which was brought
to Washington by the Chilesn Minister of the Interilor,
Sefior Morales, whom you received yesterday, I am
also enclosing a translation thereof.

In the event that you wish Sefior Morales to toke
back to Chile when he leaves next week a reply to this
letter, I am enclosing & suggested reply. If thies
draft meets wlth your approval, please sign it and
send it Leck to me and I will hand it personally to
Sefilor Morales before he leaves Washington,

Believe me

Faithfully yours,

S8UMNER WELLES

Enolosure:
Letter from President
of -,::}".1] B
Sugpested reply.

The Precident,
The White HouS®



EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Stephen Early, Esquire,
Executive Office,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.

URGENT
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December 23, 1942

iy dear r. rresident:

It was a pleusure Lo recelve Your !xcellency's letter
of Lecember 2 from the hands of your iinister, Seflor xafl
Morales.

It has been all the more gratifying to me to talk
with Sefior uorsles since I have learned from you of your
personal friendship for him and the unlimited conildence
with which you honor him.

I share with you a firm bellef in the value of discuse
slons of thls nature Detwsen representatives of pesoples
who share a great tradition of friendship, and, at the
present critiecal howr in the world's history, face together
with the otier free peoples of the world the lmperative
necesslity for common sacrifices and cooperative effort If
they are to preserve thelr right to forge tieir own des-
tinies as independent, sovereign natlons.

It is my confldent hope that the conversations which
I and other officials of my Uovernment Lave enjoyed with

His T.xcellency
Jusn antonio ilos Morales,
President of the Hepublic of Chile,
Santiagoe.
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Seflor Morales have brought very close the day when the
community of American Hepublics, of which the United “tates
is proud to be & mewber, may count upon the fulleat support
snd prectiesl sollsboration of your great country in the
vitally important task of insuring our common survival.

I um glad to have this apportunity of expressing te
you, as I didto Seflor Morsles, my hope that when the dif-
floultles of the ilmmediate future in Chile are passed, you
may feel Lhat ciroumstances are such that you may ooms to
the United States in pursuance of the invitation whieh I
had the pleasurs of extending to you last August,

Please mocept the assurances of my highest estesm
and my best wlshes for your personal well-being.

Bellieve me

Very sineerely yours,

FRANKLIN D, ROOSEVEL:



THE WHITE HOUSE

His Excellency
Juan Antonio Rfos Morales,
President of Chile,
Sentiago,



Exemo Sedor

FRANKLIN D, RCOSEVELT
Preaidente de los Lstados Unidos
de Norte América,

HASHINGTON




Santiago,Dielembre 2 de 1942,.-

Exemo.Sefior

Franklin D. Roosevelt

Presidente de los Lstados Urldos
de Norte América

WASHINGTCON.-

GRANDE Y BUEN AMIGO:

Circunstancias que son conocidas de Vues-
tra Ixecelencia y que nadlie lamenta més que yé,me han impedido
hasta ahora eorresponder & la gentil invitacidm de Vuestra Ex-
celencia e ir a Vashington para tratar personalmente y en un
ambiente de sinceridad y conflenza las euestiones que intere-
san vitalmente & nuestros dos paises y a la Amériea,y para lle-
var al Gobierno de Vuestra Exeel. :cia y a su gran pueblo el
testimonio de la sincera amistad y del propdésito de france co-
laboracién que animan & Chile en estos momentos decisivos para
los destinos de Amériea y del mundo.

No deseando postergar por mas tiempo la
expresién de esos anhelos,he pedido a mi Primer Mimistro,Seiior
Raidl Morales,para que eomo Enviedo espeeial y personal mio se
dirija a Washingtom y lleve & Vuestra Exeelemecla y a su ilus-
trado Gobiermo el pensamiento exacto y los verdaderos sentimien-
tos que animen e informan la aceién del Presidente de Chile.

La amisted personal e ilimitads eonflanza

que dispenso al Sefior Rall Morales,la posieiém que oeupa en mi



Gobierno y las dotes de telento que lo distinguen,me dén la
seguridad que habrd de encontrar favorable mcogida en Vuestra
Excelenela y que sabrd interpretar fielmente los propbsitos
que me animan de hecer cade dfa mas estrechas las muy eordiales
relaciones que felizmente unem & nuestros dos pueblos.

Ruego a Vuestra Exeelenecia gquiera aceptar
las segurldades de mi partieular apreelioc y los votos que for-

mulo por su ventura personal y el éxito de su Gobiermo.-
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[TRANSTLATTON]

PRESIDENCY OF THE REPUBLIC
CHILE

Santiago, December 2, 1042,
Hie Excellency
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United
States of America,

Waehington.

GREAT AND G0OD FRIEMD:

Circumstances which are known to Your Excellency
and which no one regrets more then I have prevented me
hitherto from responding to Your Excellency'e kind
invitation to go to Washington to dlescuse personeglly
and in an atmosphere of sincerity end confidence the
queetions which vitelly concern our two countries and
America, and to take to Your Excellency'e Government
and your greast people the assurances of the elncere
friendship and the purpose of frank collaboration which
animate Chile in these moments decleive for the deetinies
of America and of the world.

NWot desiring to postpone longer the expression of
these desires, I have asked my First Minlster, Mr. Rafl
Morales, to go to Washington as my speclal and personal

envoy



i

envoy and take to Your Excellency and your enlightened
Government the exact thought and the true sentimentes
which inspire and shape the action of the President of
Chile.

The personal friendshlp and unlimited confidence
which I have for Mr. Radl Morales, the position which
he occuples in my Government and the talented gifts
which distinguish him afford me the assurance that he
will meet with a favorable reception from Your Excellency
and that he wlll be able faithfully to interpret the
purposes which move me dally to draw closer the very
cordlsl relations which happily unite our two peoples.

I beg Your Excellency to be good enough to accept
the assurances of my particulsar esteem and my good
wishes for your personal happiness and the succese of

your Government.

(8) J. Ant. Rfos

TR: FGH; JUC
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

Decemver 18, 1942

My dear Mr. President:

I am enclosing herewith the letter addressed
to you by the Presldent of Chile which wss brought
to Waehington by the Chilean Minister of the Interior,
Senor Moriles, whom you received yesterday. I am
aleo enclosing a translatlion thereof.

In the event that you wish Sefior MHorales to toke
back to Chile when he leaves next week a reply to this
letter, I am enclosing a suggested reply. If this

arait meete with your approval, plezse sign it and

send 1t back to me and I will hané it personally to
Sefior Morales before he leaves Washington.
Belleve me

Fapthiqylly yours,

Enclosure: I

Letter from President
of Chile.
Suggested reply.

The President,

The White House
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