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Santiaco ,January 5 , I942 

!lear : .r President:-
I 01:1 inclosing copy ot n memrnndun ot a rellD.rkable 

conversation with my covering despetoh with comnents. 

It is now cles.r it ocems that an agreement has been reached between 

Rioo and the Radicals on one eide,and Schnake and the Socioliot s on t ho 

other. Bot h wi.Ll be candida t ee • With three i n the field no one can eet 

the absol ute majority neoessary,and this will throw the election into 

Congress where the Lettish have a large c:ajority • The two highest 

candidates only go to Congreae. Supposing tr..at Ibanez is one ot tbe 

two ,tho other will be Rios or Schnake and it tho former all the 

Sooi ~lists in Congress will support him,and should it be Schnako , the 

Ra.dionle in Congress wUl support him· 

::y impression is that Schnake will be the can to go to Congress ,and 

it is eertain, I think , if he has any tund at all • A proposition hne bee 

made to Siebert of tho Branden Cooper Company • A man will ask 

to buy 5000 t ons of copper at the Chilean price • If the snle is made 

it will be sold in Argentine to peopl e who are pro-ally, certainly not 

to the ene:ny or to a ny ono on the Black List ,and this will realize 

9 ,eoo ,ooo pesos . This would be all that Schnake will need • Siebort 

has told this man who approached him thot it would be ell right with 

him but that he would have to be instructed fran the home office. You 

will know whather it would be wise t o have sane one say to tho 



home office t hat tho ~000 ton should be sold · te Tho Enbassy here 

hoe nothing t o do with i t ,and does not even knew about it--it you 

know what I mean . 

I em informed that Alosee.ndri is thinkins or announcing within a rew 

days , That , it true,and it seems t oo absurd, would , in my opinion , 

divide the Ri ghtest minori ty and defeat Ibanez , It is barely pose-

ible that this is tho primary object or Alessandri who is very vain 

and ,_.,.., jealou.s and resents Ibanez picturing himself daily in 

full page advertisements ae the great past President • Alessandri 

started out with Ibanez ,and I suspect with the thought that the 

latter would abandon t ho field and turn to him. But it is now quite 

clear thot Ibanez has no such t hought and two weeks sao Ales sandri 

broke away • 

:~n.Franklin D,Roosevelt 
The "Jhite Eouse. 

With warmest regards , 
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&antlaeo, Januarr 5, 19~2 

A Pro-1b&ftea 1nteroiev with Meabere or the Starr 

The Konoreble 

Sir I 

The Seoretar7 or State, 
Vuhl.ngton, 1) , c . 

1 haYI the honor to enoloee herewith a memorandum or a oon•eraation at a lunoheon to whloh Nr . Oarloa Orl ttin, an utreae fU&hU et, Who :repruente the ~York T1au here none too etrl a1entlJ, 1nTited Nr. Brooae-.n! ~on or •1 atarr, and at wh1oh senor Jaime Larrain, Who il known at the 'roraliet or Chile', • • • preeent. 
1 pereonall7 baTt no oont1dtnot 1n Carlot Ot 1tt1n poll Uoallr. 

senor Jalae Larra1n waa roraerl.7 head or the laportant Agr1oultural Sooi1t7 and a bitter enem, or t hs lat e Preaidtnt Aguirre Cerda and all he etood tor he:re. Hie orp.nbat1on, the Soo11t7, 1a t he aoet reaotionarr orsaniaation ln Chi le, oompoeed or and doa1nated b7 the old te~dal landownere. I haTI attended dlnntrl Of tbll B ~oiet7 for d1tt1nCU1thtd 
Tllitore 
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•1a1tora and at the laet one senor OlaYarr1a, for.er M1n1eter of tht I nterior, and reepone1ble for the euppreeo1on of t be antl-'fad rn .... and looked upon ·~ pi"'--erw&ll i .f not pro+Ma&1, ~· s tven a prolonsed ovation that wat etased. 
I do not believe Larraln •e etorr about tbaftea't relatione with the Oeraan e.batl7 tor reaeone for.erlr eat forth. That Larraln i t a Spanith Palangiet, ir not aotuall7 pro-Na&i, I aa aurt. 

The etateaent t hat Ibaftta it not btinl f1nanc1all7 baclll4 ~ the o.raan Eaba117 and the Bpanieh ralangiete, ocapoeed or rich Ob1leane, 11 oontrarr to everything I bear from other quart ere. 

The aoaertlon t hat he it being financed by the brother-in­law or Ouetavo Rote, Btftor Arturo Lope& P4re&, 11 probabl7 true tinot I haYe heard thil rroa a&n7 quarttre. 
The at ttrt1on that Ibafte• it 'abeolutelr pro- Aaerioan• 1t 1ntereet1ng i n Yiew of the fact that for weekt he aadt apeeobet and i neerted tull Pill advert1tllllnta without once int1aat1ns that he etood for continental eol 1darit7 or detente and certainlr not tor eolidaritr with the United 8tatea . Thie Wlqutat1onabl7 hurt hie oandidacr e1nce Chlleane reel i t would not do to elect a Preeldent who alght be abnoxioue to ua under exiat1ng econo• 1c oondit1one. rlnally, aa reported, he save an 1nt er.iew to the Chi lean correapondent or the Detroit Newa a_,lng What the other oandidatea had tald from the beginn,.ng. In vltw ot the attitude of the Totalitarian• tovard the truth, Ulit dou not st'•atlr 1111preu me. However, I aa aura that ahould Ibanez be elected he would feel it naoeaaarr to ' o with ua, but I aa aura that anrthlna we aakad of hill would rlnd itt va7 to the Oer.an Dlbat•7· 

LarrD.ln'a a torr that tbalte• bad • ro~o~, ·ht Y1th Von Nareu• it neve 1n santiago, eepaoiall7 tinea 1t ia generally under­etood t hat Von Marati 1 70WI8 Ma&it are worlllng 1n tbaftt& h.e•dquartere. And Von Marttt 11 the aoet prono\Ulctd Nat1 and the •ott bitter enea7 ot the Uni ted Statee 1n the country. We knov •baolutel 7 that about tvo veeta ago Ibanez and von Marett had D. etcrot conrerenoe at a pr1Yate houee . 
I cannot believe tor a aoaent that senor Schnake, vboa I 'know well an4 vboae Y1tvt aa to Iba"ez I have been told b7 h1•, hae entered 1nto any auch agrtt~ent •• 11 1nd1oat@d. 

o\t to IArra1n blaetlr, at K1n1tttr or l"Or111:n Atta1ro, I ha•• never aeen or beaad •nrthlns that would encourage ae to believe that he 11 a tr1tn4 or the Dn1ttd Btatet. 
You will obeervt that Iba"e& prcpottt to eorap the preeent Oonet1tution, Whlch 1t deaoorat1c, and to oreate a nav tora or government bated on the t heorlet or Hitler , Mueaol1n1a an4 rranoo. 

IArra1n 1 a obeerv•t1one on Rooeatt1 do not 1•preeo • •· I llnov where he atande at to Japan antl what he baa done i n reference to J•pan. I have alt o lntoraed the Department or 
hit 
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b1a reaoono f or not daolar 1ng war on Japan at thlo Junoture an4 tha t he baa no 4oubt but that lhlle wlll be at var v1th Japan before Yer'f lone. But he vanta t he a &aren1Ya aot to ooae t~ Japan, not Chile, 

1 nota , t oo, vlth lntaroot Mr. Larr&ln 'o 41ollko ror Oonaala& Vldela and Heotor Arano1b1a laooo. fbie 11 olgn1t1oant o1noe theae two aen h&Yt gone the tull l1a1t ae to ool1dar1t7 wi th t he Un1te4 Stat e• and t he latter 1a alaoet u t raYa&aJit ln pra1.ae of the Un1U 4 Statu. 
'l'he o-ent ot Carlot Of1tf1n about the Dllbau7 ou onl7 be baaed on the !aba&oJ • tllenoe and the ~ra ln the atr~e ta, growing out ot the s eneral l7 oonoe1ye4 popular idea or lb&Be& aeooo1at1ng w1th t he Nax1o an4 tho r1tth Coluanlot o. I do not th1nk lt 1e1n t he l eaet proper tor • • to haY& a oonteronoo v1thlbafte& or any other candi­dat e tor the Pree ldeno7, e1noe lt vould be open to alo1n­torpretat1on and would oortalnl J not long be a oeoret -1n Chi le M7 oonY1ot1on 1• that we ehoul4 not oonoeal t he taot tbat we are tollovlng t he oupa1gnbut tbat we are taking no part and &aJ lng abeolutel7 nothing . 

Reepeottull7 7oure , 

CLAUDE O, BOWERS 

COBIUU. 
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C...loo OrlttlD , rrw York n- ropreNot.aUn 
7a1Joo l.&rl'!!a Ce.rola llo....., 
Oloronoo ilroolr.o, l'.lrat ueor<tk.J7 
00011 l.,JOII , ..... a4 ..... ~ 

TD4IlJ Cazloo ClrUfiJI 111T1u..l <;la .... oo ....,oko _. IQ'..U to l -
111 til Ilia .... JlliM J..al'ft1ll carol& ...,,_, All la41ooUoao •re , ... , 
, ... lu.,olloon lao! low• U'ftJl!;*d 1Ja or4er t llat 1U.. l.&rroia ooul4 pt 
hll 'fJ .. abo1.1t t.U pnaidettal eleo"ona o.er to u.. U• 11 ••s'na 
Ib4J!oa•a OUj)O.i!ll' , w>4 o.oo or tile t l ,.t t hln(l llo to.L4 "• aa that llo 
l o apoa41D• 15<1, 000 -· • 4a1 oa -~•r an4 ro41o propop• <La . obllo h 414 Dot ., 00 41roo\ly , llo 1Dti..&H4 tlat .. a\ at tile "'""Y aa 
'tlolllj. auppUa4 11)' w . Arturo LQ;U urn , ,.. 1.a Ml4 18 tile rlollMt 
aa 11 ...o..tlo "-r l• (l'll,..rly he ....... t iM G&Ur lo ~tt.a, lll •art•, u "' u M.14 to ban aott.• ••' or Ua torc.llne , OOA• latJ..b.. ot 
1 , 100, 000 , 000 pema, out or ~pe beron Uae ...,. u4 baa reGU.U y 
traaal or...., _, ot It to t he Uhlt o4 .. tatoo . lie Ia a brother-In- law 
ot Cuat.aYo !lou. ) ~tllo1' l.arNla oal4 1t •• ta11t.ut1o to tltlnk, u llo 
load .. ......, , tlla• o.fta1C:.oftblu .... tw - ftl 1~'• ..,.11"11111 wore 
bolac o..ctrlbut• by t bo Cor:o&:l ""..._. Larroia l:tL...U 0a1o1 be ba4 
Ja4 a t.arrlrto ~· 111\ll- YOil ... .- •• tile 'NC1aaln4 ot tile war, .ntr at. t.Ut. u ... l..arTeh -.a l rea14&t. or the -oote4a4 M.C1onal 
.. !IC:rtoultara-.~ Y&ry , ,.._,._ ... , .. •• ... .u..,. m . r;; •90U­tac o.,.r tl; re41o llo n t erreo! t o tho otrooltl .. ot the c. ........ , ao4 
•• lJ:IMdlateJ¥ brollo)>t to tul< b:r l&J'Oft YOll .Jollooo In a •-•..u.ac l otter ln wh1ob llaron Yon " ollo84 l ntl.reto4 tllat he ..,1114 br~ prooouro 
OD tllo Cb.Uoan COY01......,t !OJ'<:" to ollooco l.&rraiD, \lluo teJc1Dc -an­
~ ot l.arl'!!a •o ua.ravoftb lo pOol Uoa vie-a-no tile )'NOODt El>""-'· 
" lDOO til• - "'' ·-• llu trl .. to alto ~. but l.arrob dll laYO ""\lliJIC t.> do rt \ll Ilia • 

.. allor !.arnla l noh\o \loot C...oftl Ib6llots u a boolutol:r pro- .-rl­
Oift , wtahee to ooo,.rat.e tdt.h tbe Vnlt ecl , .. tatn .atlrel..J and 11 all 1n 
favor ot t .. tem Hoalo,llbUe 4ot«<M. lie ooyo tbot. tho otory \bet llo 
lo pro-Axle ""• boca ot.a.rtod by ILio poUUoal DD.UH. I i ""lllrocl 
u to *otllor I t 414 .Ot pONl bly a- t'I'Oll Ib(lloa •o e.loae USOCIGIOa en lor~· COnz4Jn . .. &reM. - .. l.&rl'<lia _...., tlllo by ..,....., 
tllot I"""" Ja4 tOIICI>• wltll coadl• a Yoa ..e.ro6• oa.l tllot Wllot!:leY or 
ut Oo.n..&l.•~ Y021 lllarha •a Jlll.r'\7 -• ft#.JOrt.tq bia IIIDW aa uaeerta1c . 
1111 M 14 , ......... , \bot 1\(!!oa -.14 raooln tbo a,.ppart ot root. o t tllo 
Couorn.u..-.s, the 1.1bel'Sla , 'Llla *~r-1ua, and, 1D. \he ~. the eup­
port of tbo ..,oololloU, tor ho and o.iobJiako lad G:>to..-4 l oto on a reo­
- tlat .JCI!u>a..o would uo oao ot Ill• o.~laot nlniJitoro, ~tllo!' ot lllo 
ooblut. 111a1otora woult 'too• lato<l u , Cl.&oftl Ba-,oll01 11.-oo, Zullo 
...,.-, wltb C<Nualor A:rlv.ro L6pn 'rea. w • """• will proba)ly - u - u t.11o aLd try or -to1 roro~ ,. .ttalro, lal• l.&rfth , 
oad prol>&blT- pOrtf olio woul.d bo pya to .oooottl , ...., h oleo 
""''lJOrtlac IWlloa. ,.,..., .. l.&rrr.la Ml4 tbat ""'"' or tho -plo Ia 
tho FoH.I..., ~ttlca at proo.,\ •bo bo4 •l'<lly .... Ia •tao• tba proo•t 
tpTDrDIMlrti 111.4 .. r. not oal"M.1", 10\&.14 l>e obaa.pct. l reoa.ll t lla'" t.bl 
- ol IOJ'NIAIID 11...-. .. Matton• u ....,. thooo to bo allal""t ... ) 

•• ea• u Ce.rloo U"f'i.la - ropll• to tile t.aloo;ru - -Y -~ r.1 Jb£Jn &II&J.q: ILLr. t.o M , ,..,... xtor 1a .at.J.act.oa. tillar I.arah 
M14 tll.et. be t.bou bt llo lao! ropllod l>llt lad _,..., .. tllot. Llo repl.T 
'too kopt. oeo~tl4aatlal . 

l<l!or Orltrla I>"' • •-•• or q.,..Uoaa to :...sor Larnol o , aa4 



llrooU aJI4 I tel.t u thoU£11 they wel'e ~oc a..rrmt,K tor our bane! it. 
-'-oJIC o"er t~, .,e!lor Larra1n M i d ~t, nre Ibillez eleeto4, 1Ull1 
he tdt tbat be bad a bett er th11J1 c;ood cll&nee to be , he "MI\114 tom a 
lllli-ra.l qet., of r.ove-nt , vith repro-tatlne ot au1C~>lturo , 
1n41&8t:ry , be.okere , ocoleeiutico, educaton, etc., 11111011 would aet u 
eo~... 'l'b1e, be ~tted, would requi re a coneUtutional .-dl:lont . 
llon•n·er, IW!Ie:a would lnaiet upoo a etrona conrru>ent ud would do 
ner7th1Dg poeaible to balp tho 1In1te4 .. totN 'lfin tho war . 

llo aalte4 ..ellor Larra1n what he thoua~~t -.ld be the rom.lte ot the 
Rio Oontennoe (he hi.»alt t.Yine been I reeidant ot the Chilean dale­
ption to tho BwlnOe Aii'N OODfel'COO) . h o ,_id t hAt he th0\131lt it 
would ree.Ut i n a turthar .ollci11'yin& of 1Dter-;..r10&D cooperation. 
He .. 1d that , 11b1lo he nepoete4 Roeaotti, ba 414 oot tb lllk he •• a 
i oo4 .li'orooi p ll1ni.9ter, u4 Hid that it , tor exa~:~ple, <!oaMtti ..nte4 
to oreet o a '10H pro•.IDir i can ataoepher e in ;;out b J.merica, bo could do 
eo 117 barpiD& on tlte J'~1111ooo tbreet, tor while Chiloane caaNl.)' laUGh 
at an Italian t .hreat nn4 are not OYer-1Apreeee4 by a Geman threat , 
the J'~anoae thrMt 1a very real to thCIII . 'they roaliao thet i t tho 
Amflrican tloot 'lfOre 11otoate4 .1~~,~>1111 wo.Ud OOliiD horo anll .. i u the coppe • 
BiMe. J'or tbct l'OidOn Ooaeral lWu and b1e al1v1eare ooneider it 
e~Z'CIOely ll:lportant to oupport tho pooitiOD or tbo united Bt.cat oa . llhon 
I BUC£Nted that 1t tho L'orei en l.\ini eter att et1pto4 to OYer-oapbatJl. "" 
the ;r~aneu threat it llic;ht reeW.t 1D a poU cy of lloldoo<~tf on &1J::I 
...urea af:;&.lnet the Ja.POD .. o, Jellor Larra!n ll&id that t hie wouldn' t 
be tbe upe.nillh reaction; ".Je couldn ' t ooocoi..-e ot ouraelyoa baing clotti ­
aatel by a •yallow' raoe, and wo woulll wnnt to 1'i ;llt the bofOro they 
at.tao!uod 110, " be oxcleilae4. ..,oi':or 1.4rr8LI 1a tor all the ~l'icaa do· 
cluinG nr on J'aPIUl i<atcliatoly, and 11' bo bAd ilia tacJ be would ohi.P 
all t he J'~en 1n Chile back to J'apen 11!1::1..Ue tely. 

Seller Larrall! 1a0 oonatently reterr1na ~o the dan.:;er ot C<>:mllllia~ 
in ChUa , anll i nti:rated thet tho Lett1ata 110ull1 be torce4 to a elect 
a candidate 'lito bad t.ho aupport ot the C~.\Uil1sts . t:o a i d that toclay or 
toll<lrrow, or at leut "1'7 shortly, the ka41oale would be ror oecl to 
withlh'aw their aupport troa R{oo , anll llaicl that he t bOught tbut the 
eo-untnt intlu&Bce 1n tba1r party would requiro than to ohooaa wn.t.U.oz 
V1dela or ll' ctor Arallci bia l.aaeo, or poae1'bly Sel!or I.JD4es. 

I eaicl to SO!lor Larmln tbet 1 ted b llll.r4 the ~ was not 1n tavar 
ot o.n.nJ. lbi.U.s beoauea when he bad l ftBt boon J·reaiclant he had intor­
eete4 bhsMl! too IIIIOh in tho1J." atraira , to wbich Oenor Larra!n replied , 
"'l'bat'• Alee1101ld.r1'a .PNP&&eda·" He W.eo a o14 tbat :Jellor Aleeaan4rl 
-.. not .. pport1nt; IbiJie:t boeauoo ba YoOuld c1Y.t b1o al]!port to no one 
but !le!lor Al .. M""r i . 

Atto:r Se!lor Larra!n b&cl 16oft, Sailor Cri t i 'i n 1nd1oate4 that he oon· 
<~icloroll tho l lllleheon bAd 'bean a 01o11 i dM •to and the ar betliOon the 
A»rican ...m!Hluy and the ooneervetivo ela.nta 1n tho ooii.Jlt:ry . • l..r. 
ureol<e <aill thot ho didn ' t thi nk any -.r oxi eto4, 'but .. oJor Crlt:rln wae 
ot tho op1D1on tbot at lout. t here lla4 bean eou l:liol~Maratalli!ln& , and 
1nd1aato4 thnt ho thoUGht i t o;ould be al!v..n ta,.....,aUD i t tho Alllba.s:>ador 
bad en opportun1t7 to tali with Jo!lor Larml n , or eYen with Ooao':'el. 
lbAII.ez , at 1111 i ntimate l uncbaon auo!l lUI today. He felt t bot tiW>h £Ool1 
would ooae or such a ..,otl.na. 

Co!L:e4 



Valparaieo ,January 16 ,1942 

Dear wr Preaident:-

Atter one solid hectic :year at lll:f deek I IIlii taking a 

much needed Tacation while the Pbreign Office ie at Rio , I bad wriJten 

Welles in detail about Roaaetti , hia tendenciea , his characrer,hie weakneeees 

ae.nd h.ia atoub declaration• to me that be would atand with the United 

States and Brazil. 

Tbe cupa.ign here 1a interesting and bitter • HeaTHy financed, Ibanez 
pJ 

threaten to obe a dangerous contender.especially when the Lette were 

quarreling !111Dng thfniBelTee and not uniting on a si.)/Dgle candidate. At 

length they baTe awakened to the danger and baTe united on Rioa. Thie 

waa made possible by the patriotic sacrifice or Schnak e who withdrww 

in the interest• or a united front. He was by long odds our beat bet and 

this wee the etrong opinion aleof or the Br1t1ah and Mexican Embassies . 

But he ia out. 

It 1a d1ttiou.l t to figure bow Ibane:r: can posai bl' be elected. There are 

450,000 TOters end the choaen 111811 IIIUat haTe a cl ear majorilJ ,or .ore 

than 250, 000. The parties are registered and their strength known , 

The Lett parties are aa toll owe: 

Radicals 95,000 
Socioliata i 80,000 

DeW>orate 30,000 
Falangieta(nothing to do with the Spainaih, 20,000 
Agrariane 20,000 
Independents 15 ,000 

To this the Letta add 20, 000 ConserTatiTe and Liberal mellbers who are 

1n reTOlt against their party' • noaiaatioa or Ibanez . 

( 



In addition, the Coamunists have DOw decided to support Rio i n 
preterence to 0. Ibanez,though Rio 1e not their trielld ,Tbeyhave 

7 
50, 000, Where can Ibanez get 25I,OOO votes. The other night at a 

dinner Cruohaga tigured i t all 'Out and contused he could not eee 
I 

how Ibuez could be elected. 

There 1a a reeling here that Ibanez will DOt do 
1 
since Ch1lf1 1e 

dependent on supplies troa the States and that the States does not 
I 

trust Ibanez. I have instructed the Eabasey staft to say nothing 

and mereiY report,and I hue read to the Aaarican buaineaa interests 
I 

here Hulls telegraa to the etten that we trown on Allericana llixing 

in elections away troa hoae.But Ibanez bas been sending people ~ 

the Embassy asking tor an pE appointment with me, That is one reason 

I am on vacation. W~ I to see him it would be known by enryone 

iJn Chile and the Ibanez people would cite that meeting by word 

ot mouth as proof that we are tor their candidate. I have instructed 

the etatt DOt to aix and not to go to functions tor one candidate 

or the other. In my absence the wife of the President ot the 

ConserTat iva party who has attacked ua in the Senate invited cecil 

I.Yon ot .,. etaft. to a dinner in honor of Ibanez. It seeu that 

eoae one ,adviae4 hia to go. He had tried to get out ot it but 

the hosteee called hia up and 1nshted. He wellt . Now he is 

stricken because all the papers told of the dinner 4n honor of 

Ibanez and gave Lyolls or the Aaerican Eabassy ae one or the guests. 

The purpose was eerTed. I han juat sent I.Yoas a repriaand. 



M1 pereonal e;&J ... -.a: opinion that Ibanez 111 the candi date ot our enemies ie 

baaed on tbeee undiaputed tacta, 

(I!Herba• t he act i ve aupport ot erery Nazi ijn Chi le, 
( 2 0 eTery I tali an r afll at i.n Cb l e 
(3) Otevery Spanieb r.langiet in Chile, ..,.e.o 
(.f.) Ot the party ot von Jlarees the IIIO&t fanatic Nazi 1n Chile -. attacka ue 

regularly in Congrese. 
(~) lbt The Aleaan , the Nazi organ in Chile. 
( 6) Ot the Chilena, an organ financed by the German Elllbaeey. 

That 1e enough tor me, A dog 1e kno11111 by the company it keepa, 

My 1mprees1oll 1s that should Ibanez tail ot election ,( the cry ot "train" will 

be raised and be will attempt the coup d ' etat he baa been tigubing 011. all along. 

He baa Jllllde,t tw1atte~~:pte by nazi methods to overthrow the regt.e ot Aguerre 

Cerda, It elected ot courae we could toroe him to do aa we aay since Chile 

would collapse economivcally without aupplie e trom ua. But it the t 4rtunee ot 

war ahould at any time turn againet ue he would go over to the/eumy at once, 

And in the Jaeanwhile I would teal that any contide.ntial conversations we might 

have with hi111 110uld be paeaed on to the enemy. At best he would be like the 

acting President in Argenti ne . 

He baa the support ot "the beet people" ,111ean1ng the old feudal lud owners and 

B ig Busine se ,--ne Mueaolibi had 1n Italy, Hitler in Germany and Franco in 

Speill, I 1111 atrai d that IOM ot our own people would like to help finance him, 

Big Bueineee never learne, 

I wrote you recently ae I did beoauee the British Eabaeay wanted it and the 

Mex ican. Both were willing to do aomething, That ie over now, -
Rio a! 1e ot the extreae right wing ot the Radicals , very reactionary , but 

d111110oratio. He bas a good following a1110ng bueinaea men, No one ot them ie atraid 



./ 
ot him. The communists will support him under protest because he would 

gi•e theM their constitutional rights and they think Ibanez would etart in 

shooting • 

I shall try to ende an 1nten1ew with Ibanez. It unable to do ao I shell 

make it as public as possible and she.ll then hen an inteniew with Rios. 

But e•en eo that would be interpreted by the Ibanez people ee meaning thet 

both are satisfactory. I shall not return to Santiago until the 28th and 

I hope it Will then be too late. !.ty instinct is to refuse to hne a 

contfrence or discussion with either candidate on the ground that we ha•e 

instructions to stand absolutely aloof trom the campaign • 

Carlos Da•1la apparently has been bought with the promise or the 
,s 

Ambassadorshi p in Washington. He has replied to Ibaenz otter with the 

stout assurance that Ibanez is all right with us end t he Ibanez peper e 

are saying publicly that this means he hes 

ot the United States! I recall that Wel les 

the assurance from the Go•ernment 

does not he•e much confidence 

in Duilla. 

Bon. Frenklin D.Roose.elt 
Tge White House. 

Wit h warmest regards , 

Sincerely, 

~'e~~cf14~ · 
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January 16 , 1942. 

LlEt.:ORANDUl~ FOR THE PRESIDENT . 

On February 1 there will be elections i n Chile to 

select the new President to take the place of President 

Aguirre Cerda, who died. In the last f ew days Gen-

eral Carlos Ibaftez del Campo has emerged as the leading 

candidate . All our reports indicate that Ibaftez is sym­

pathetic to the Axis. He is a frequent attendant at the 

German Club and moves i n Axis circles in Chile . 

The opponents of Ibafiez, through friends in the 

Uni ted States, are endeavoring to raise funds in this 

country. In view of the possibility t hat t his matter 

may be brought to your attention, may I present the fol­

lowing considerations: 

(1) This Government signed and t he Senate ratified 

treaties at the Montevideo and Buenos Aires conferences 

by which this country specifically pledged itself not to 

intervene in the internal or external affairs , directly 

or indirectly, of any American country. The donation of 

funds by this Government or by United States citizens 

would be a definite violat ion of these treaty commitments . 

(2) The confidence in the United States which the 

other 
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other American r epublica now have arises precisely because 

the United States haa scrupulously refrained from inter ­

meddltn,g in t he internal concerns of these countries , 

This confidence is the most precious asset t hat the Uni ted 

States now possesses in the other American republics . 

Interference in the internal Chilean political scene might 

lose this confidence overnight. 

(3) The Chilean political situation is still i n 

flux . There are two candidates i n opposition to Ibaftez . 

Negotiations are now going on in an endeavor to agree 

upon a single opposition candidate . I f these negotiations 

are successful and a single candi date selected , accept­

able t o al l groupe , the possibility of the election of 

Ibaftez would appear to be very doubtful , He woul d have 

arrayed against him not only all t he democratic forces in 

Chile but also a large part of the voting strength of the 

two important Chilean parties t echnically supporting him, 

since this part has publicly announced its opposition to 

Ibaftez•s candidacy and ita will i ngness to support any 

satisfactory candidate opposed t o Ibafte z , 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

THE SECRETARY 

January 19, 1942 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT. 

In further regard to the Chilean si tuation , the 
negotiations tor the designation of a single candidate 
in opposition to Ibanez have been succesatul. As are­
sul t all of the principal parties in opposition to Ibanez 
are agreed in support of the candidacy ot one Antonio Rios 
who favors support of the democracies as an external 
policy and is sympathetic to moderate reform as an internal 
policy. 

All signs would point to the strong probability that 
Rios will receive a majority of votes in the forthcoming 
elections on February 1 . 

(_ 1+ 



Sa tio.go Jll!luary 23, Ill42 

Dear ! :r President:-
I have just CCI:Ie rr= the foreign office and learn that 

instructions are being sent by telephone to Roaaetti to support t he last 

Jlre.zilian resolution . I cannot subscribe to t he theory that Chilo ' a attitude 

denotes the slightest disposition to do anythill8 other t han to go with ua , and 
..J; 

I know that abe. baa been toar!'ul ot a surprise attack on lfte coaat ,25eo miles 

long. Since this is a very s l ender country moat or its vital induatries,powor 

plants etc ara on the coaat , not in the interior ,and aha baa been raedy all 
I 

along to go with ua with a positi"Ye auuranco thet we wi ll actually proTide our 

own ships and pl anes tor observation and defence purposes. I know no Amorican 

here wbe.re we know the facts who thinks this h unreasonable 

The election , ju~ed by statistics or toraer electionsk , should go by a large 

oojority t o Rios and I think it will but I would not care to me.ke a wager. 
I 

Ibanez hea a campaign fund wi thout precedent in Chile and it ie est ironted that 

he is apendiliB close to a million pesos a day. Then he has a COiliJ)8Ct , throughly 

organized Nazi organization and a Fals1181st ors anization(F'rancoists) which are 

dedicoting ·themselves feverishly to hi s causa. I n addition to ell thi s I hove 

evidence all around that boce.uss ot t l13 hiS)> coot or 11Vin!$ 1 i n contrast to 

conditions who- he was President but for which he was not reaponsible ,a nd 

because or his Nazi-like asauronoo that he will bring down the coat or living,he 

has a remarkably strong support among the lower middle cleaaea resnrdlosa or 

party. Yesterday at la Union he waa givan a banquet at the Garmon Club. 

The danger, I think ,is that should he not he defeated by a 1110st deoioivo 

voto be will at tempt tor the third time his coup d'etat ilmledio taly attar the 



election. There baa been no tear ot hie attempt& along thi s t line in 
governmental circles ao long aa they ~ere merely a close corporation con-
apiracy cong a few army ottioera and without popular support . But hia 
candidacy array a behind and ~ i t h him 

1 
thouaanda ~ho me.y bo load into a coup 

~ho had no pa•ience with hi e other attempts . The Army apparently would resist 
anythillg ot t he sort , but I hear diatlll"bing stories about t he Caribaneros l'lho 
~are organized by him· 

By all t he rules or logic Rioa ehould be elected ,but t he tact romaine t hat 
no one can aay with a ny certa inty ~hat CIIY happen. This because or t he attitude 
ot the Go= antl Italian and Spanish tota l1 tariana • I em a hocked by t ho 
almost hysterica l support being given him by tho Catholic paper ,Ln Illustrada . 
It gives aloost t he whole paper over to Ibanez. Of course auch outstanding 
Catholic laymen 118 Crucbaga and Senator fzuar llrRD Errazuriz ,both ot whan 
pretend t o liko the United Stotea are tor Ibanez .One however is honorary 
President ot the Frionda or Germany and tho other ot Friende of 1apaD. Both 
e.re eaid to have resigned since we entered the war but thoy hen spared the 
feelings or the Germane and 1aps by keeping any 10ent1on ot it out or the papers. 

or course Ibanez pretends to be our t;reat admirer ,and if elected can be 
kept in lins by threats of ecoWUomic repriao.la ,but his trienda and aaaociatea 
are entirely among the llo.zi a~d tota litarian groupe . It is 11 pity that Rioe 
while 11 reasonabl y able nan and a good looking CIID ia ~itbout color or dro.cntic 
appeal . 

!".on ,Franklin D .Roosevelt 
T he IVhi te rtouse. 

Wan:lBat resarda , 
Sincerely, 

~~ 
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January 24, 1942 . 

~ dear Ur. Pr eeidentt 

You wi ll recall eeveral recent telegrams from Ambas ­
aador 2owera urgi ng thnt certain 111.111 tary and naval 
mat~riol i m:nedi a.toly be mGde .available to Chile in order 
to put it in a poaition to ropol tho a££reseion from 
Japan it appoars so much to tear. The war aud r avy 
Dopa.rtmonte reviewed their supply eituatlon and aut.orized 
me to eond a teloe;rac setting forth a list or nnt6riel 
wnicb could be ce.de avai l able either ~edlately or i n 
the near futuro . ~. llowora hae now sent a c eesaee in­
dicating his opinion that ti1e list is entirely inndoquato 
and ureine further reconsideration or the sitUAtion . It 
does not eoom t o me that ~. &owere appreciates t ho ex­
coedincly heavy demands which are now being made on our 
war production or that t he t•ar and Navy Departments , at 
your direction, t Ade a real effort to furnish to Chilo 
whatever they could apare . 

Thoro 
Tho Preeident, 

The \'oh1 to l!ouao . 



Thero ia submitted tor your consideration a auegeatod 
telegram to ~. Bowers . If it meets with your approval I 
will see that it ia dispatched at once . 

There are attached hereto oopies of tho mesaacea be­
tween A:OOaaaador llowel'B and tho Department pertinent to 
your oona1darat1on of this matter . 

Pili t h.fully yours , 

Enoloaurea: 

1 . Draft teloo-am t o 
kobaaaador Bowers , 

c.r«ell Rul l 

2 . Copies of meaaagea be tween Acbasaador 
Bowers and the Depart­eent of State . 
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Tffi: oiHI...-E UOl'3E 

January ~4, 104~ . 

AIILI<"ASSY, 

SANTIAGO ( ClllLL) . 

!'ROl Tit:. I'Jll:SII.JEl:'4' POR T:!, .&.1lASSA:lOR . 

I have c1von the moot corotul personal oons1dornt1on 
t o the Ch.lloan n...ll1tar1 end naval sit uation ao ~osoribed 
in your various co~catlone t o tho 5ocretnry of Otate . 
I t u lly appreciate the neoesoit7 tor dolnc overythin( 
poaelblo t o enable Chile to rol!iat attaol· fro .• o.ny or tho 
AJtia countries . Cona1c!er11t1ona both ot he.-,1e:>here defense 
and of the im?ortance to our own war effort of Chilean 
atrategl c ma ter1ala make thla obvious. 

Tho nater1ola liatod in tho telecrao trano· 1ttod 
to you on January 21 by t ho Dapartl:lent of 1; tnto wore ado 
available at my orders attar ooneultat1on with roneral 
l4araball. You appr eci ate, 1 an con1'1!lent , t ha t. tho de­
Land tor war mat6riel ia very er eat, not only b- oar own 
An1y and .levy but by the nat lono nol'l t 1C)l t1nr wtth us doy 
and nieht . •reduction 1a 1ncreoe1ns ra~1dly , however, 
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~ ~ore ~teriala will be f orwarded to Chilo juot ae 
soon as they beco~c a vail able , 

I t woul d be inexcusable to disregard the possi b i l ity 
ot a Japa nese hit- and- run a t tack on Chil e , On t l>e other 
hand, it wo•.tl d be equall ) i nexcusabl e to sup::oose that L"l:f 
Japanese , lan for such an a t tack would be i n any way 
aff ected by tho par t icul ar etate of Ch1lo 1 a d i plocatio 
or ot her rel a t i ons with Ja~an a t the time , Thorofor e , I 
hope thnt tho "ful l Ci.lloan coopez•ation" mentioned i n 
your tologr~ 136 wil l be 1M ~d1ntoly tor t hcomine , s inco 
1t wl ll be a ' oat val uabl e cont r i bution to tho pl acing 
of bo th our countries l n the bee t poss i bl e pos i tion t o 
mee t all eventual i t l oa , 

f'RA.,KLi lo D, ROO!..l:.'VF.LT 
RA : Pl<D 
r A/ l.D :me: 
(Repeat t o AI~ELOAT, RIO DE JAl~IRO ( DRA~IL)) , 



Santiago February 2 ,I942 

Dear I '.I- Preddent:-

Chile baa just demonstrated 1n perfect form that aha baa a 

real democrscy ,and that the peopl e are e s sllhtiaUy and bae1&ly denocrstic . 

All the Axi s Powers , i ncluding Spain, exerted themselves to t~~ utmost for 

Ibanez the totalitarian cc.ndidate who bad the moat eoUoeal slush tund 1n 

Chilean history. His people paid :)7 a vote• Disp1te tllis and the tact t hD.t tho 

domocretic coalition did not have enough money to pay transportation ~oats 

i n gett1118 tboir l!l&n to tho polls tran one town where they worked to their voting 

town Rios baa won by more than 50,000 l:lajorit y ,wbich i .s a big majority• The 

passionate democrstic feeling here is illustrated by ths tact t het Aleesandr1
1 

who hates the sroups that won 1 anerged tra:~ hie retirement to speak to more 

than a hundred thousand people 1n support ot Rioe in a great oration in which 

be. said ,what I have written you betore , that the issue nee clear cut between 

democrscy and totalitarianilltl• Tha issue was oloar; tha result so dedeive that 

that there is no d8118er ot an Ibanez coup d'etat• l~d the mnjority been sl ight 

that would han been 1nevi table. As it is I banez bad issued a etatetlent accept ing 

the verdict or "the u:rl14". 

They have a democracy here;and that br ill8e me to this hope --that we will not be 

t~o impatient "i t h de:nocre tic proceaeee. The people hare ,ardent triende or ours 

included, have boon afraid to cballell8e reprisals trorn t he Axis by broo.king ott 
diplomatic relaUons.So when Rosset ti went to Rio it waa with instructions trol:l 

the Coverm::ent end trCG Congress t o eo ale118 on e•erything but that • Ho was 

not a tree agent . He is not a dictator • But I have been positive all a long that 



that Ito wieltos ardently to a t end well wi t it Wl,and within a day or so otter 
ree.ohins Rio he eont o. telegram to hie Covornment,whioh was shown me before Ito 
returned,askina rresh instructions to permit him to vote for broakins orr 
relations. It waa a a trona tol egre.m. As a reSUlt the Covenoont e.et~aieaed but 
e.aked tho.t tho usreement be subject to ratification by Consreaa. 
I met Ro11ott1 e.lons with e.ll tho Amer1ce.n and a<lCD llurope an heads or mis sioJUJ 
on hie arrival •• the e.ir port where he got e. great ovation. I noticed that . not only the German,Italian and lapaneae wore eonap tououa by their abaanoo ,but 
the.t Luce. de la Tena

1 
the Sfniah J.mbe.aaador

1
wu not there • Whatever!! CJl:f think 

1 
they all think that Ro11ott1 wu with us and ag.ainst them. 

I have juet aeon Roeaatti • I aaw him Friday ovenins when with him and ~endoz m ~ 
,tho Preaident , I eat at a widow or tho !.loneda for torty minatea 1lD wat chins the ,.. 
aaaembllns for tho monster de.mocretic mass meetins when Aloseandri mo.do his groat 
s peech • Tltoy both told me they hod no doubt ot ratitice.tion. This morn1ns 
Rossetti told rno t hat he is goins to the aoa shore 11nt1l t he latter part of the 
week for a much nooded sleep ,and t ha t he will rotllrD and resume his tllnctiona on 
Friday· He aaid tho President propoaos t o give Consross a recess for twenty days 
since bo does not think it wise to throw tho ratification question into Consrese 
whon ita member hove just emerged rrcm a vory bitter esmpaign• P.o wants t ho 
wators t o aubsido before ventaring forth · And Rossetti wants some days for 
personally eanvaoaing tho nambers ot Consrosa. He aan ho had not any d oubt 
but that Consreas will r atify .I aaked him e.bout i nd ividue.l members of the 
Oppoaition- -Cruchag.a mtor ono. He ae.ya that Crufhaga will vote tor r atification. 

Colonel B&kor he.a jWit como in with a telegram troo the 'liar Depertme.nt 
about douhllns tho number of Chilean otfioore with oar al'!IIY and saying that 
11ntil Chile ratitiea this cannot be dono tor Chile. I have told him with all the 
e:npbaala I can oomand that nothing a hould be done betore tho vote in CongrNs 
since the doubling tor other oo\lDtriea with Chile left out would create hitter 
reaentmante that inevitably might he.ve " very gran ortee t on the reault or th:>t 



vote,ln other worda t hat nothing be done unti l atter that vote. I ~ aure JOU 

will agree that I e right • 

Welles« did a masniticent job in Rio• Roaeetti ia i n rhapsodies about him 

and vain ae a peacock over an autbgraphed photograph ot ~el.les who had written 

aome complimentary linea , 

I~n .Franklin D.Rooaevelt 
The White 11ouae 

W ith W wax=eat regarde , 

Sin~~ 
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Santiago, rebruary ~. 1942 

Dear Mr. Vellul 

Ro11etti gave a tull expotit i on of the Rio Conttrenoe 
to the Couno1l ot Minhterl ye~terday a.nd vat warmly congratu­
lated by hit colleaguee and by Mendez,who t a id that he had 
acted preoiaeli in oontormitY with the inttruotiont or the 
Government. have heard muoh tali against Roatettl at Rio, 
and al noe I t it evident that •uch or this i a baaed on a lack 
ot underttanding both or hie potition and hie power, I want 
to go on record on it. 

1) Mint tentha ot t he publio men or all ~rtiet in Chile 
inoluding bitter enemiee or Ge~y and wa ... fr?e nde or the United 
Statu, lUte Barrot Jarpa, wert abeolutely oppond to bre& 
ing ott di ploaatio relation• becauae or their ooaat l ine 
and ~lntrability and their realization that they laoked the 
taoilitiet to detand the••elvaa against a aurpriae attack. 
Rottetti wa1 milea ahead of nine-tenths in favor or complete 
cooperat i on with the United State&. 

2) He went to Rio under iron clad inatruotiona or the 
Oovern•ent and Congreea baoked by the prees without e xception. 
He could not violate hie inetruotiont. 

wae 
3) TWo dar• after the meeting began he/telegraphed 

by Pedregal that he waa reported weakening on hit inatruotions 
and that he thould take an advanced at&nd upon t hem. 

4) He telegraphed the Government aeki ng r elease trom 
the inttruotiont, ttrongly urging t ha t he be i nstructed 
to go along wi th tent1ment 1n favor ot breaking relation•, 
wbi oh vu overwhtllling in the Conterenoe . 

5) AI a retult or hit very 1trong repr~•entationa , the 
Governaent then aareed to pera1t hill to vote for br eaking 
ott relation• provided it were ttipulated that there thould 
be ratification by Congrete. In other words there would 
have been no aarteaent on th1• phale but tor the tight 
Rouett1 •de. 

The Honorabl e 
SUIUier Wellu, 

Onder Secretary ot State, 
Wathingt on, D. c. 

6) 
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The ratification ' • hope il in the 
unc1otlbtedly .ake be tore Coll8reu. ~g~~J!~~-

~~~~~~~~~~~~~it~a~~~~frfi! the agreeaenta 
ot Peru, Panaaa and Habana, and that Roaaetti vent to Oon­
greee, made the tight, epoke and fought tor tour houra and 
got them all ratified. He il a powerful man in debate and 
Tery etteotiTe and I hope he euooeeda in getting the Rio 
ratification prompt ly. He th1nka he will. AI a reault ot 
Rio aentiaent ia ohanging here; tear• are diaaipating be­
oauae ot the teel1Ag nov that we will help protect tbe Coaat; 
and there ia a general oonTiotion that Chile oannot attord 
to atand aloot. 

Juan Antonio Rioa, the new Preaident, attended the 
oooktail ot the Cbi le-Aaerioan Society tor the vieiting 
American Journalieta. I talked with him briefly. He ia a 
tall, alender, tine looking man with iron grey hair and a 
tine eye, looking the Preaident. However, he ia not a geniue 
or brill1ant but he had good aound eenu and 11 oonaenatiTe 
i n the better sense. Be hal not been favorable to b reaking 
rel at1ona in the paat, but a1noe t he Rio Conference he haa 
taken no real poaition. Were he to 1nter.ene in Congreea 
he could do much harm but I haTe a feeling that einoe aotion 
will be taken before bt takea power be will etand aloot. 
I hope eo. 

Chile certainly hal ehown any on~ but an American 
1 Journaliat• that abe il deaooratio, following demooratio 
prooeaaea perteotly and in a dignified way in eleotiona; 
and civilized, al tev South ~erica~nations are, aft er an 
election. lbaftez even called to congratulate Rioa . At 
the oookta11 , krra1n, who unaged lbaftez ' • oaapaign, waa 
preeent and moat cordial to him. Cruz Coke, Senator Maza, 
eto., wer e there and cordial. I have tried to oonvinoe 
the Ameri can journaliltl here that thil ia •neva•. I do 
not know with what euooe11. 

Someone hal Juet eent me a clipping from the Waehington 
Star by Allen Baden whi ch ahooka me . The pu1'Pa,t1 1a that 
we-are aore dialiked i n Chile than in any country in South 
Ameri ca, t hough Haden knove Argentina. A• a matter ot taot 
we are exo11dingl 7 popul ar with the onrvhelmin3 maJority ot 
the Chilean• . It ia our oar• ot the E.baaey that are often 
cheered i n the etreeta . Raden epent muohot hie t iae while 
here with w ... er, ot the Coordinator'• Ottioe who waa recall­
ed on my euggeetion beoauae he hated Chile and the Chileana, 
made hie hate aaniteat , wanted to blaokliat the Catholic 
organ, tL DURIO ILUSTRJ.DO, eto ., vhiohi etopped, and he 
waa cordially dialiked by all Chilean• andall American here. 
ITidently Haden aooepted t hia aan'• etutt ae goepel. I 
had a higher opinion ot Haden'• prot11s 1on i ntell i gence. 

The 
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• 
The two were t ogether often and made a trip South together. 
Happily Haden'• article hae not been repro~ucted here. 
It was MoC11ntook or the Coor~1nator's Office who a1zed 
Warner up and deunded his recall. 

The American Journaliate, making the ~turn visit, haYe 
made a very t1ne impreaei on here and haYe been wrltting 
articles tor the Chilean papers that are v6ry ueetul. They 
have been given a aplendid reception. 

I have learned now thst Cruchage and s~nator l~x 
Errazur1z r etain the honorary pr esidencies or t he •Fr1ende 
or Germany• and or the •rriendo or Japan•. I do not aee 
how I oan lnvlte to d1nnere at the Embas~y the heads of 
the org&n1Eations. We are at war with the nations ot whoee 
or~anir.at1ons t hey are ot:t'iclal heade. I like Cruohaga verJ 
much and am aorry. l auppose I have ha~ him to dinner 
fifteen times. or course I ahall treat him with cordiality 
•• before but I am eure you will agree that he has no place 
at an ot:t'iclal American dinner so lon~ as he reta i ns hie por 

Aleeeandri and I have become great pale, excha~ng 
letters and compliments conltantl y. I admire his g reat 
a bility but have been deterred trom oult1.vating him unt1l 
recently beoauee or hie attitude toward the Gover nment. 
'l'hie ia changed. He rose magnificently above party and 
preJudice and hie r eally magnificent speeoh tor Rios in 
my opinion awept Santiago into the Rios oolumn when t he Riot 
people haa reconciled t hemselves to l osing t he City • 

• 
With warmeat regards, 

Sincerely, 

Claude G. Bower• 



Santiago,Februa r y 2o,I942 

Dear llr President:-

I inclose copy or a latter from President-elect 

Rios in which you will note that the special precoccupation or his 

admini stration will be collaboration with all the American republics 

"and most particularly with the great Democracy of the United States 

of America", I am to see him for a long talk next weak and shall go 

into everything and particularly into the breaking of relations • 

There is a strange misconception at home regarding Rossett i at 

Rio , We must bear in mind that Chile is a democracy , not a. diotator­

ship;that no one man can do as he pleases but must follow democratic 

prooesses;that the mission headed by Rossetti was under absolute 

instruc t ions aga inst breaking relations a t this junctura;and that 

he could not do other than he was instructed · These i nstructions ware 

in line with general public opinion here • I know,parsonal l y know, that 

within two days he began hammering the Government with requests for 

a change in the instructions to permit him to go along • And I am 

convinced that the formula reached would have been impossible but for 

the fight he was making all the tipne with his Government . 

The agreements of Rio will go to Congress probably next week · It is 

Rossettis pl an first to ask for a vote of approval on his course at 

Rio , That will be forthcoming . He will then immediately at the same 

meeting ask that all the agreements reached at Rio be ratifiee . He 

now has a card in his hand he baa not had before--he is in position 



to inform Congress in seoret aeaaion or the war material we are 

sending tor the protection or the ooaat ;ainoe the one etrong objec­

tion to breaking relations bee been that it would ne unwise to issue 

a challenge Without having anything with which to proteot the coeat · 

He is clever and powerful in debate end baa come through on more than 

one occaaion beoause or the fight he baa made in Congress in debates 

in secret seasione · I hope , can only hope, he will succeed here• 

No one opposing breaking relations doubts that this is 

inevitable end msy coma et any moment ,emd most agre that Chile 

will be in the war soon• But meny take the position that Chiles 

friendship end support or the United States should follow the line 

,. our Government did in the v ossa or !nglend until sttacked• These 

,Jr course ,overlook the tact that Chile hea agreed that en attaok on 

on~ or the American Republics is en a ttack on esch and all • That I 

shall try to impress on Rios . But I have no indications that Rios 

is opposing retifiostion · 

7/e have the opinion or Beunos Aires,through Armour , thst the Minieter 

of Foreign Affairs there had a conversation With Rios on the border. 

This when mentioned by the press here wee stoutly denied by the 

Government Which only eeid however tha t h it had errengeJ/no such 

meeting ;and it was announced too that Rios would not go to Argentine 

soil· That would not have prevented Rios from seeing the Argentine on 

Chilean soil • I shell be i n better position to guess after I have 

had my talk with Rioe who has been in the South · 

It looks as though the next Minister or Foreign Affairs here will be 

either Jorgee tr.atte several times Minister under Aleseandri,or Berros 

Jarpa . The rormer is old end ill and may not accept end I do not know 

precisely his attitude· But Barros Jarpe is militantly ,openly, 

s champion or the United States end e close friend or mine• He, too , 



was Minist er under Alessandri • 

I heard '/Telles recent speech on the radio perfectly · I t made a good 

impression here end shoul d have a good effect in the ratification 

matter• 

Hon .Franklin D,Roosevelt 

The White House• 

'111 th warmest regards, 

Sine~~ 

' 
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Oopl 

~oellen071 

I ba._ r eoeiTed with partloular pleaeure your 

lt1n4 note ot the .. oolld ot thle aont h 1n wh1oh you 

oongretulo e me on my eleotion •• Prealdent ot the 

Republio ot Chile. 

I appreoia te in all their Tal,ue the oonoeph 

to whioh you rater in the eleotoral aot. Jq GOTern­

unt wUl be" u 1 ts epeoial preoooupa Uon oollabcr •­

tlon with all the oountriea ot Amerioan and more 

part1oul a rly with the united St e tea ot NortJ! Apwo ioa. 

I a .. ure Your Exoellenoy tbat dur ing my 

A4a1n1atration the tiea ot tr1endehip between Chile 

and the greet Demoaraoy ot the North Wh1oh :rou eo 

worthily represent will be etransthened. 

\\'1 th auu.rea ot my h1sbeet eate• elld oona1dera­

t1on, 

( a1sned ) JUAN ANTONIO RI OS 



Santiego,February 25,1942 

Dear Mr President: -

Since writing the letteg to Welles,a oopy inoloeed,I have learned 

devinitely that Barros Jarpa is to be the now Llinister of Foreign Affairs and will 

give his acceptance tonight . Be is a militant pro~rican and bee been for yeare , 

so much so that when a president tor the Chils ~rican Cult ural Institute was 

selscted four years ego he was naturally choeen. He was tlinister under A.leseandr1. 

Be is a leading l awyer ,e very abl e man ,a lecturer on international law at the 

University. Recently he has written articles for the press attacking the Axis and 

Japan end in e not able speech at the University he did the S8Ille end at t he eeme time 

made e s pirited defence of our policies. I do not know e single Chilean whom I would 

rather trust as fer as we ere concerned. 

But like practically all the leaders of Chilo ,like practically all the prees ,and 

most of the people who are pro~rioen,he does not think Chile should break off 

relatione untll something in the nature of an attack on Chile or an interference with 

hetr shipping of war materi el to tbe States occurs. He takes tbe position that the 

breaking or relatione insvirably would be followed with the sinking or attacks on 

ships ,and that so l ong as Chile can cont inue sanding this material without molesta­

tion the e;nina is not only Chile's but oure. He thinks that sooner or later end 

probabl y soon the attack will be made and then all public opinion outside Nazi and 

Fifth Column circles would back the Government i n breektnS relatione. We may think 

otherwise but on my responsibility I state this as a fact- that Chile does not 

favor en unprovoked breaki ng or relations end I mean by that Chileans who are mili­

tantlY pro~rioen• 



Becauao ot hie attitude on this one thin& he 1a clearly diaturbed about accepting 
the peat otterod. I personally think we cannot 6o ae well anywhere else . 

It he aocept e ,Ri oe ,the presidsnt-elect ,wishae him to so at once before 
the 1nousurat1on to the States to disouae with tho Department oYery phose ot Chil ean 
rel ations and since ho is a Yery reaeonoblo,able man wit h a capacity to &1Ye nnd t&ke 
I haYo a teel1118 that grounds would be laid tor tho elimination ot all misunder­
standin&s that mLJ:t exist . It occurs to me that ha might be conYerted to our Yin on 
the breaking ot relations. 

I am a bit concerned t or t ear that a delay in breaking r el ations may lead t o press 
denunciations ot ChUa and reprieals which would certe.inl:y meke us no triende in 
Chile and un~ueetionably would l ose uo man:y ot our best tri enda . ~ uave cable~Welles 
this Yin and the hope that we will exercise patience tor the mOIDllnt at l oset , 

Tho Chileans are a peculiar people and a Yery proud people ,&.lid they are 
very much against yielding to presaure tr<m tho out side ,Tbe:y showed t hat when 
?ranee broke relatione and gllYe out an ineul.ting statement. To my amzem~~nt every 
psper, including the !:lOst rabid anti-GoTernmont papers , went aegresaivel:y to tho 
support ot the Covernmont , I am hoping theeretore that there will be no precipitate 
reprisal.tl and that Barros Iarpe can be conyinced in Washington. 

I dislike to bother :you but thh impresses ca as eo important that 1 t is 1:17 dut:y 
to set thi s expooi tion of the si t un tion to \Tashinston• 

P.on .-..oklin D, Roosevelt 
The White House • 

With warmest regards , 
Sincerely, 

~~ 



-

Santiago, February 26, 1942 

Dear Mr. Welle11 

During the laet two daye I haYe had long oonYerea tione 
with the Preeident-eleot1 Ri oe, with Acting Preeident Mende& 
and with Roeeetti. I caoled the eubetance ot my conYereation 
with Roeeetti(My telegram No . 323 February 25, S aa). I got 
the diatinot impress i on, taking i nto cone1deration the charac­
ter ot Roeeetti, that he actually bel1evee that Congreee will 
rat1ty the agreemente ot Ri o and that the actual breaking ot 
relatione thue made poee1b~e without any further reter@nce to 
Oongreee will be lett to the new Adminletration. In t hie con­
nection he eai d t hat while ha had pereonall y not dieoueeed the 
matter with R1oe, three ot her a had t old hi m that trom t heir 
oonnrest1one with Ri oe t hey w•re oonY 1nced that Rloa 11 ready 
to break. 

There ie no longer any t hought in Rossetti'• mi nd ot 
remaining on ae Mi n1eter1 and I am pereuaded that he had 
f ixed hie hope on the amDaaaadorahip in Rio wh1oh he will 
scarcely get unlese he aota deolsiYely and oourageoualy on 
the breaking ot relat i ona. 

My oonYereation with Mendez wae ver y cordial. He it i n 
no 1en1e a great men but by no meana the utterly oolorlees and 
oharaoter l e1s figure he wae p1otured i n 1ome ot the wiee-orao~ 
ing Ameri can journale. He ia a tine phJaician, a real humani­
tar ian, kindly, honeat, Yery moderate, and the taot that he 
does have character ie maniteet in the taot that he hal main­
tained order and tranquility under ditfloult oonditiona during 
a oritioal period. Re aaid that hie GoYernment 1 e reeling 
toward the United Stat ea i a one ot complete coordination and 
cooperation, ot a real izat i on t hat hie ie beet tor the Chi l ean 
people, and that we oan count on Chile la help in every way in 
connection with the war. That he hatea the Axi s and ita 
alliea ia Y~ry clear. Re ea i d aometh1ng rather indefinite 
to the etteot that Chile haa some problema peoaliar to i teel t 
wh1oh make• it wiee to moye with eome caution and deliberation 
but he clearly wiehed to make it clear that th11 ehould not be 
interpreted aa being under t he pre11ure or the AX1e. He 
clearly teele t hat eooner or later Chile will be attacked. 

The Honorable 
Sumner Wellee, 

Under Secretary or St ate, 
Waehlngton, D. o. 



Roseett1 ea1d Yery emphatically that any one who th1nke that b7 retueing to break relatione with the AX11 powera Oh1le can eecape attack 11 stupid; that fro m the Ylew point ot real1ea 1t 11 1neY1table that the Ax1a and Japan will e1nk or attaok Oh1l~an shi ps and industries to pr event the sending to t he Statea ot cur war neede; that tor the momen Japan probably tecla that nothing can be gained by an attack but t hat t hla merely meant that she ia not ready . Thus he answers very real­istically and w1aely the a rgument• against breaklng relat i one. He ia a queer oomb1nat1on. I ampersuaded that h1a bad 1mpresai on 1n Rio vat due t o h1a vanity. Re should have been very frank about t he obataolea and d1tf1cult1es he f aced becauae ct h1a l ack or power beyond h1a 1nat ruct1ons . But t o have admitted that he 11 not a povertul figure dictating the pol1c1es ot Chl l e would have hurt hla vanity . Thus he posed evi dently aa a man haYing t he power and author ity to do what he pleaeed. 
l~y conYeraa t1on or an hour with JuanAnt oni o R1oa waa moat nleaeant. He began i n a very compl l~entary strai n o! personal compliment• apropoe ot my wor k here, and vent on to say that he wishes t o go a lone ~1th thP Unit e~ States i n complete coopera­tion. He sa id hll per sonal and proteao i onal relatione with American bua1nees here had give n h1~ a better understanding ot the peyohology of North Aceri cana t han moat Chilean s had. He ea 1d that he hadreoeived many ol1pp1nge f rom the North Arno rioan prnsa on hl a election which he deeply a,ppreciated . 
He then made it olear that he will change the Hinieter ot foreign Affair s and that the new man will be a sincere 

I riife<\elt t~d:1Nif~.f\f~Brtt¥k cw tHII1'~ i:~~~JW.~n. elated 1t he were in position to lnforaa me for vlaah1ngton the name of the ~an be hal in mi nd . I tolO him laughi ngly that at VU\a the other day I had eeen Barros Jarpa &nd had begun llr1 conversation wit h hi m by alking him when he val going to take ott1oeJ that he began talking or something else and t hat I had repeat ed the queet1on as i mpudently aa I could, and that he had paeeed it ott wit• a joke. Rlos &sked me when I had eeen Barroa Jarpa. I told h1JI l ast rr1day . lie laughed t.nd sa i d that I vas •warm•. I t old hi m I hl.d heard three men mentioned ae poee1b1l1ties, Barroe Jarpa , Jorge ~atte and BenJamin ClaDe. He 18e•ed 1urpr1eed when I •entioned Cl aro and I have e1nce heard that Ben 11 to be M1n1eter or Eduoat1on or 1s to 1ucceed to the well-paid Job now held by Rloe. He then sai d t hat t here ia no object i on to telling me oonti dentlall who 1& t o be h1e Fore1 n Minieter but that he cannot loday since the man he baa ln m1~d 1e to g1Ye him his answer at eight o ' clock tonight. The moment the thing 1s sett l ed he will g1•e me the 1ntormat1on 1n confidence tor transmis s i on to Waeh1ngton. 
I got the imprees i on that 1t 11 to be Sarro• Jappa. Th1e 

L t d t V1na 1n •w conYersat1on with hi m and gentleman s1deYI eppe a ~ 



• 
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1apl1ed that h1a pr aot1oe ie auoh that he oould not a fford 
1t but I auapeot t hat s1noe he had not been made a det1nlte otter he protected himaelf by alde- et epplng the queat1on . 
He certainly 1a an outetandlng and moat able ooponent or the 
AXle Powers and l n a apeeoh at the Unl•eralty of Chile he made a powerful apeeoh agai nat t hea.Je ia a lao ••ry nartial to the 
Un ited StatPa, mi l itantly ao, and for three yeare haa been 
the President ot the Chile- Ameri can Cultural Inst i tute . He 
waa t wloe M1n1eter or Foreign Affairs under Alesaandri, of 
whom he ia a oloae per aonal trlPnd. He ••eta our ~eelres on 
everythi ng but one , - hs doee not think i t wi se to brPak d1p­
lomat1o relati on• without a apeoitio otf enae aimed a t Chile. 
Thl s 18 not due to any t rlendl y reel i ng f or Germany, Italy or 
Japan, a l l of whose policies and purpoeee he has attnoked for­
mally 1n puhll o . But thore 1t la. He 1a moderat e , rea sonable, moat fri ondly and partial to ue , and on the whole he would be a good aeloot ion from our point ot view, I doubt if 1t would 
be poaslble to get anyone elae 80 acce pt able. Hi e relatione 
wl th the ·.thol e American busineu oolony are close :tnll int i mate. He 1s n gr eat admirer or noo aavel t, Hull and yourA~lr. 

S1noe writing the above Barroa Jarpa aent f or a member 
ot my s t aff w1th a ~••~age t o me to the ett eot that he ie the 
can ~ho ie to give hi e anawer by eight o 1olook tonight. He 
apparently waG worr leu because while Pot ually militently pro­
Amer ican on everyth i ng in general he, like most or the other 
Cnlleane, thinks 1t would be un•Nln to b reak orr re lat i ons until n apeo1f1c r ea son l e furnished, He aaya that Ri oe wishes h1m t o go ~mediately to th~ United S~atee tor the purpoa~ or a 
gener~l aurvey oonveraatl on wlth the Departo~nt covering the 
whole f i eld . • t n1ne o 1 c~oc& ne lntor •ed ue that he he~ 
accepted . 

~lhatever may happen or not hAppen during the next mont h, 
bef ore the new adminiatratl on oomea i n, I t hink it would be 
unwiae t o indulge in any repriaala sga 1nat Chile and eapec1ally before Sarroa Jarpa haa an opoortunity to r eaoh ~ashington, 
s i nce i t eePma possible to me that he m¥Y be von over from t h1a one poi nt and on every other poi nt or our pollc i ea I thi nk he 
ia completely with ue . 

Con0reaa la t o be called tor next Monday and Ro8aetti 
t hinka the diaeuaa1on may drag a~ong for ten daya or eo, but 
he aota aa though he haa oounud noaea and knows that ratifica­tion wil l f ollow wi th a large ma jority in the ChambAr and a 
small ma jority in the Oenat e, where the ol d react i onary hold­
overs have a thi rd of the vot es. There ia litt l e we can do 
about it be7ond working on Roaaet t i t o make a tight. I talked very bluntl1 and strongl y to hi m, along the line ot your aug­
centi on but hll onl1 reaot1on waa that I need • not worry• , that 
the agreement would be ratified, and that within a short time 
d i plomatic re1At 1ono will be broken. It would be a great 
blunder, oonaidering Chilean oh&raoter, to attempt to work on 
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aeabere of the Deputiee or Senate, e1noe anrthing 1n thl war 
of outt1de preeeure would be retented and do gore hara than good. 

I have Juat beard that before tht R1o Conferenoe the ~ 
b~•~r 1n Bueno• A1rea had the exaot roreula we favored regard-
1ng the breaking ot relat l ont. I aetuae fro• thit that toae 
olerk 1n the Depar tment by overa1ght failed to aend that 
formula to ut. I t would have been very helpful to have had it 
a1noa it would havt pe~itted a lot ot tpade vort. We were 
t a ken by aurpr1te 1n the Embaa a1 bert when it developed at 
R1o that t the brealt1ng or role t iont vaa cona1dered b7 ut tht 
orux or t he whole conference. I had eent 70u •1 oonvaraatlon 
wlth Rosaetti in wh1eh he aode clear the reluctance of the 
Government here to break r ela t lona at thia tlme and thi a mar 
have persuaded the Department that nothing oould be aooo•pliebtd 
at thh end . 

I have Jutt had ao=e t 1dt 11ghta on Roteetti at Rlo 
wh1oh throva an entirtlr different light upon h1e oonduot 
~here. I underetand that ht tried to do a lot of heavy bar-
ga1n1ng aaounting almoet to an attempt at blackmailing 
Bra:il and the United St atee. I know that 11 t ht opinion 
of Barroe Jarpa. All I had heard before wae in oonneot1on 
w1th hit failure to get authori ty to go along wlth the plan 
for breaking relatione. Re certainly waa not wboll7 
reaponaible tor t hat at he had hla inatruot iona and there 
wae no poaaible way t or h1m to ewade hia 1natruotiona. 

'llith Val'11!eat regardt, 

s 1noerel7, 



::Janthgo , ;.ill.ror 2 , 1942 

Dear ::.r !'r>esioent : -
Bur>r>os JUI'pa , the f orth"omlng wln l stel' of 

~·o.reign ,iffai rs just left my bouse after an hour conv<>raatlon 

dB 1 wrote you it would ue lmposuible to find uny one in rublic 

ljfe in Chile so notoriously , s inoerely and milit~tly p~ 

can . He was and still is Pr•esident of the Chile - .<merioan .)Q-Eiicts 
~ I I A 

, npro inted by us five years ago . The Hr·Hieh ,mbasaador called 

me yesto r• day to say we mus t be pleased at his e.rpointll)e nt . 

He told us a few dnys ago that President- elect Rios had tol d 

h i m be vdshed him to go E.t once to ;'lashington for f •·anx nnd 

brolld d 1 a cuss i one w itb you , Hull and '.'lelles about Chilean collo­

bor ation . Today r e tells me that q l oe has Lh~geo him mind about 
1\ 

the tiMe and now thinks i t be !>t for I 1m to go lmmeds itely or V£>r•y 

S<'on a ft<>r t ai.l n~ office - His re~tson i s th'lt. sl ould be go n o·.v 

he i s sf•' 'lid of l'esentment on t he Jlllf•t of 'lossett i , and possibly 

th(' present Govel'nmt>nt , and the t the former might 11n re sentment 
1 

t ale aome step tha t would grelltly emb8l'ass hie ldmi nistrat ion . 

b1rros Jarpa said he thought he would sugeest to 'l ios that Den 

Cob t>n , whom yo :1 prob>.<bly tno.v and who c<>rtaJ nly i s well known to 

.lelle a , ana who i H now IUllbas~:~ador to Boll v 1 u , be sent now , und• r 

the rretext of IJuslnees or ple11sure , to make a rreUmlnllry su,·va~ 

of the who lP scene w Hh our :iovor•nman t . 'l'bi s , he t.M n l:.e ml g!'lt 

simpl i fy hie o.vn wor.t when he goee . 



B!lrros Jarpo. is u very able rnl!ln , an erudlte int.ern•!tional 

lawy<>r , !l former ~·oreign r:iniutcr , n lender of the 

"!lr , dignifi<>d , high- min C'ed , holl!'at , f r•ank 1 and 

rereonally ch•~ming . He has been one of my be~t frirnds 

ever since l came . ue all at the F.mba~;l!:y m·e rleased with his 

ap~olntment dispite his feeling that the time is not ripe for 

breaking relatione . IJnfortunately this view i s shared here by 

all Chi .sans 1 nc ludi ng tha moe t W'dent of our fl'l ends . 'ihey all 

admit th!lt Chile will be attacked and will instantly not onl l 

bbeak rel atione but pr obably declare war . They clte our attitude 

toward r:.nglar d dlU'ing the first two years 11nd insist theirs is 

rr·ecleely the same toward us s.nd 1Mt t.hpy •·.Jll ac t as we d id 

//ren the cond Jti on which conft·onted us in ~ecemvber 'lr i sos . 

."le 'lll oomb'\ t t.hi ~ as much 11s rossi ble but with the senti ".ent so 

unnnlmous , or almo~t t!O , it. Js ve ry difficult to make rrogress . 

Lust night. r.:nes ..,berover was •1t the- houoe . He J s 

very eager to join in the war wor}. , regat>d les~ of ray . 1 knol'. 

Ot~ reorle at the iepart.ment. do not. care for him much but sinoc 

he spea...s -lues i un , .:nowa 'luaeitw pay c.hol ogy . .. no l"nowe Kus t i an 

leaoers since flouting the qussiuo bonds , he might be used to 

!idvantuge in s ome connection in the ernuuesy ttt r.:oecow. 

'£hP pr e es here oru•riea a tJtory f<·om !.l••drld of u govern­

ment. function there in honor of the thirty ovbtortl in the 

,p'll'lish !lrmy who are let.ving to fight wl th Hi U~r aguinet the 

Rues i un e . 

Ho n . lt"lllklln D. 'looaevelt 
The olhlte House · 
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\ Se.ntiago • 4l'Ch 16,1942 

Ooo.r : .r Proaident:-

Tho 1ncloaed copy ot 4 lottor 

to Welles may thr011 some light on the present 

Chilo n outlook. 

'llitb •=at roge.r4sm, 

Tho 71h1 to l'.ouse • 



Santiago, Maroh 16, 1942 

I am rather concerned over tvo thinge, - one, reoent com­
plication• vhioh are olearly creating irritation both in Wa•h­
ington and Santiago, and eecond the evident a1econcept1on in 
tb1Un1ted Statee ot the att1ude ot Chile on the var. I t ie 
poaaible that a reviev ot the eituation ae eeen here at the 
present tiMe and an anal71i1 ot the tiguree in t he torthooming 
Government vith vhom ve ehall have to deal may be ot 1ome aervioe. 

The ovetwhelming mall ot the Chilean people are vholl y vith 
t he United Nation• and againet the Axil. The deoieive victory ot 
Rioe over Ibaflez vho tranltly etood tor the Tota litarian point 
ot viev doee not Meaeure the extent ot thie partiality tor the 
United States. Manr thousand ot partieane, eager to get rid ot 
the Popular Front, but in no eenee Totalitarian• or pro- Aar.i , 
voted tor Ibafte&. Theee men vere ehorteighted, small - bore poli­
tiaiane and partieane vho did not reali&e that they vere playing 
into the banda or Hitler. 

In our var1oue negotiation• vlth the Chilean• ve have 
encountered in eome quarter• a bargaining epirit indicative less 
ot a deelre to etand vith ue becauee ot the principle involved 
than ot getting all poee1ble out ot ua ln the vay ot credita, 
eta. You round that Roeeetti in Rio vae euch a bargainer, but 
I am atraid ve aaet not lingle him out tor oondemnation . It 11 
the Chilean ep1r1t. Pedregal ie intinitelr voree I think. He 
val onae overheard 117ing at a dinnera "I vill etay vith the 
Yankee• ae long ae the moner holde out• But thierepr eeenta the 
viewpoint ot the bue1neee men and the politioiane and not ot 
the major part ot the people. Untortunatelr the preaa retlecte 
the vieve ot the polit1o1ane and bueineee element, not ot the 
major part or the people. 

It ie d1tt1oult to tind u.nr publ1o men vho trenkly are 
erapathet1o tovard the Axle. Soma vho I am eure are lympathetlo 
v1ll etoutl7 aa1ntain that they are not. The tvo outetand1ng 
t r i enda ot the Axia vho pu&&le me not a little are Cruohaga 

The Honorable 
Sumner lt'ellee, 

Under s ecretary ot State, 
lt'alhington, D. c. 

and 
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and Senator Max Errazurl& The tirat ot whom holda on to the 
honorarr preaidencr or the German organization, and entirelr 
Nazi organization and the second ma1ntaina hia poaition aa the 
head or the Japaneae organization. Oruchaga I haTe triad to 
excuae but when he preaided OTir a farewell dinner given by 
Fr1enda or Germanr to Lliaew1tz, and at hil age toured the countrr 
with Ibanez, I abandoned the effort. Politically, howeTer, 
Gruohaga il pa11l. Rla aaaociation with the Frienda or Germany 
is unfortunate howeTer because or hie paat preatige, and. his 
intimate identification with t he Churoh. He makea a tine banner. 

While h11 age And his not unnatural ind11poa1tion to break 
old 1ocial tiel at hll time ot lite otter1 something in extenua­
tion, I find ab1clutely nothing in the ca11 or Errazurlz. He hal 
no clo1e 1ocial trlenda among the Japaneae or whom there are 
taw in Chile. When old triendl ot hil have expreued their 
aatonl1hment that he doe1 not relign he aaka 1 Why ahould I ? It 
would only irritate thamf• He too ia an outatanding layman ot 
the Church . I cannot accept a1 a fri end ot the United State• 
at thia time anyone who heada a Japaneae organization. 

The1e two, Cruohaga and Errazuriz, are principal owno ra 
of the Carrera Radio, and 10 anxiou1 haTe I been to bring them 
into the fold that when Jim rarley'a Cooa Cola people gave a 
Tery large adTertiaing oontraot to radiol and did not include 
the Carrera, I wrote Farley explaining the alt uation and asking 
hlm to remember it in the future. Theae men tell ua that they 
r etu1ed an enormoua contraot from the Axla and hoped to make 
up the loaa by aupport of American and Br1t1ah busineal men and 
I haTe aaked our people to remember them. This, howeTer, was 
before Japan launched her attack on ua. 87 all the rules a 
radio stat ion owned by the head of a Jaz1 organization and by 
the head of a Japane ae organ1&at1on would be put on the black 
list. But 10 loOg aa it doea not 1pread Axle propaganda! 
would be oppoaed to thll becauae of ita relation to the Church 
through the ownerahip of two outttanding laymen. 

Theae two man are aambera or t he Senate where t hey have 
influence, especially with the opposition, and they may be 
put down aa oppoaed to breaking relat i one. 

(2) ACTIVITifS or ALLIED MISSIOJS. 

Our cauae 11 handicapped here by the intense act1T1ty ot 
the Axil Powers, including Spain, through their embassies and 
legation. HaTing no trade matters to look after all four 
concentrate on propaganda. Very few of the Allied missions do 
more than mark tiae. 

The Britiah Embaaay il an exception or courae and il doing 
a 



a great deal 1n the wa7 
ie eepeo1allJ worth7 ot 
Ambaeeador ie not well, 
ot the AXil di ploaat e. 

- '-
ot propaganda. Ite propaganda uot1on 
ooaaendation. 51r Cbar lee Orde, the 
and hie methode lack the brut e toroe 

The YugoelaY Minieter, Dr. XolombatoYio, ie inteneely and 
etteo t iYely aotiYe. After the Geraane, the Yu,oelaYI haTe thl 
largeet and moet proeperoue oolony here. They are ardently 
devoted t o their country and are inteneiYelJ organized. They 
follow tolo~batoYio blindly, contributing aoney wheneYer aeked. 
They have the brute toroe that utohee that ot the OeMI&nl 
and t he Oeraane oannot pound the table any lounder than 
lolombatoYic . He ia an educated aan, epea k1ng Englieh,Frenoh 
5panie~, Yugoela•, Rueeian and German and he eaw eer.ioe i n 
the Army and underatande eapionage. He talke bluntly t o 
the Foreign Ottioe. 

The Dutch K1nieter, or Charg,, von Oven, ie an a rdent 
patriot but wholly inetteot1n. Hll wife ia more aggrenive. 
There ie a t&1r eized Dutch colonr that could be ueed to 
greater adYant•ge. 

The Polieh Kinieteri Mazurkiewicz, doee little beyond 
&iYing aa•••• tor the Po 1eh aart1r1, etc. 

The Danieh Minieter etationed at Buenoe Airea, impreeaee 
•• greatlr, but he ia eeidom here, and Theodor Weeeel , the Oharg~, 
ie a pleaaant man, married to an American woman, but he aeldoa 
Yieite t he Foreign Ottioe and doee n•thing that I can dieooYer. 

The Ch1neae M1niater ia aoti•e but JOung and inexperienced and 
ot courae bae no colony to baok hia, none worth while . He 
doea go to the Foreign ottice howeYer and he wanta t o act 
cloeely in conjunction with ue . 

The Belgian Minieter, Gerard, teemed f or a time completely 
cruehed b7 t he fate ot hia country, but he hae reooYered and 
ia more aotiYe, t hough he eeldoa gcee to the Foreign Oftioe. 

Whenenr an7thin.g oomee up ot an7 i mportance, the German, 
Italian, Spania~ Ambaeaadora and the Japaneee Kinieter move 
in quiok auooeeeion to the Foreign Ottioe,but only the 
Brit1ah, YugoalaY and oureel ••• among the Allies combat their 
ettorte. 

(}) TJU: SOOTH AMERIOAKS. 

Gracie, the Braail 1an Ambaeeador, haa become Yer7 aotiYe 
and toroetul 1n dealing with the Fore18D Ott1oe . Be waa eo 
1ndi tterent at t1rat that I had no confidence 1n h11 poaitlon 
but a1noe Aranhaa Y111t here ha baa obanged and 11 now the 
aoat enargetio and etteotiYe d1ploaat 1n furthering our a.1ae. 
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s enor !11eto Caballero, the Columbi an Ambueador, and 
Garcia Salaza r, the Peruvian, are certainly with ue but they 
seem to hold back - are not very toroetul. Ot course, Nieto 
hae but recently arrived. 

Gu1raldea, the Argentine, 1e as active at• inet our cause 
ae t he German, I t alian or Spani ahAmbaslador e, with whom he 
mo1tly alsoc1ataa. Oetria Gut ier ret, the Bolivian ie a 
etrong, toroetul man and gives ua excellent support. 

Spindob., t he Mexican, ll.nce the chane;e in Admin1et:re.tion 
1n Mexico, hae been very active and forceful in dealing ••1th 
t he 7oreign Ottice. 

The Mini atera ot Panaai and Venetuela are withue but 
not very effeotlve or active. 

(~)JUAN ~NIO RIOS 

Juan Antonio RiOI 11 a bandome man who "looks like a 
Prelident• abd ia friendly to the United Statee . He ie not 
a greet man and he hal neither the humani tarian traits nob 
the i dealism ot Aguirre Carda, nor the bri lli ance and col or 
ot Ale:uandrL Be 11 a lawyer whoee praotioe has l argely been 
1n the corporation t1eld and he has been connected prof ess ion­
ally with the American busineaeee here and f or a t i me was on 
the board ot the Telephone Company. I am eure we shall have 
nothing t o t ear trom bim i n the matter ot protecting American 
interests here. The danger is t hat be will t h i nk t his all 
we should aek bin in the way ot pro-Americeniem. He ie apt 
to oontuae Bi g Bueinee e with t he United 8tat ee and I euepect 
that he is certain that "Dol lar Di plomacy• and not t he "Good 
Nei ghbor Polioy• retlecte t he United Stat es. He wants 
American money inveeted i n Chile but on a titty-titty basis. 
In the oa111paign he took a equare position t or democracy and 
against total1tarianiem indirectly but he retrained from any 
oo~U~ente that t otalitarian• would re~eent . Reared i n the 
South among t he Geraane, with whom his political career began, 
he got a eurpsiaingly l arge vote in the German oe~nters ot 
Valdivia and 110rno, but thie wa s probably pe~reonal. Hill 
wite ie a German and I hear that she 11 very pro"ierman and 
that there have been family quarr els on the war. t 11 sai d 
a d1voroe *&1 pending, beoauae ot a ~ietreae , whenhe was 
no• i nated tor Preelden,, t hen hie wite concl uded ehe could 
tolerate the m1etre11 tor reeidenoe i n the Moneda . 

He has aaid that Congres s will not pass on the Rio 
agreements until af ter hie i naugurat i on, and he certainly 
hal never lntioated any d1epoeit1on to break di plomat io 
r elat i on•. I am 1ntormed by Barrel Jarpa, who is to be hi e 
Forei gn Minieter, that in hie i naugural address he wi ll ekirt 
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aroun~ the Rio agree•enta and merel7 ••1 that it the breaking 
or relat ions becomes necessary he will consultOongreaa . In 
brier , 1 think we can count wholly on hie economic ool l abora­
tion but at this time 1 am not so s ure of hie polit ical 
collaboration to t he extent deeired by ua. Re 1• very eager 
about that. 

I do not gather from anything I have ~ehrd that be 1s 
more than superficially interested in a program of social 
ametioration but that bi t attitude towar d labor is very muoh 
that ot our own Chambor of Commerce . He i a a b itter enemy 
of the oommvniata and Barros Jarpa tells me that he will stand 
no nonaenee from t hem. He will try to curt a i l their activitiea. 
1 am a b i t arraid he may go eo far as to pr eci pitate social 
disorders s i nce he will be vory apt to i nterpret any demand 
of labor on wagea or working conditions as "communist ic" . 

I am giving you t he dark tide, hop ing t hat I may be wrong. 

Barros Jarpa is certainly eincerely pro-Ameri can . He 
bases hia opposit ion t o breaki ng d i ploma t ic r elatione on t he 
bel i ef t hat it would be but an idle gesture calculated t o 
invite at tack when Chile is not pr epared tor the def ens e of 
ita coast . He finds Chile' s posi tion in i t s relat ion to the 
United States precisely that of our position in r elation t o 
England during t he firat two yeara or the war. He l a i d to 
me t hat Pan-Americanism does not contemplate tht determinat ion 
of the foreign policy of UIY one nat. i on by a majot•ity vo te of 
the whole . This i nterested me , since I have heard f r om J\gUir r e 
Cerda , Foreign Mi nist ers and other public men bi tter res ent­
ment or the action or some na t ion• in South America in publiclr 
proposing and publicly uraing t he adoption of some action 
on al l Amer i can na t ions without previous d1ploma t1o coneultat1ona . 

But not wi thstanding all thi s , he insists that Chile will 
go a l ong with the United Sta tea in t he war. 

Thi s may f urnish the Department with s ome background 
material a nd be helpful. 

With warmest regards, 

S1noerelr, 
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cantineo,April 2 ,1?42 

Dear !..r President: -

I incl ose horewith 11 copy of a latter to i'r 

;,ellea w!.ich t::lY contain 1n1'or-.nt1on you noulo lil;e to hnvo . 

I e.m fircly or tho opinion that if tl.o ;ovorw:>l)nt hero , 

shy ot: <U>;,"thine thnt nc.y o.nnoy tho /Lxio ,continues to hol d 

bQck troo tbe publ1o tho 'farious contributiona we era r.lll<ine 

to tho oconocic lito end nationel dotonco ot Chile, thio in-

toroation should be g i'fon to tho United and Associated Pross i n 

;ie.ahington and sent here tor the loce.l pro sa , \7e bavo populu 

sentilllont with us ,but wi th tbe .A.xis proposo.ndo ly1JIG about us Md 

with "lo'for=ent bore with oldine t'ra:l tho public ,as it so often 

has done , our contri butiona , I real 11e nuat give our friends tho 
~o~·;·t ,__,,_ 

1'e.cts . I took up wi th .:ll L.ecurio the failure or the pres a to 

" g ivo ua crodi t tor tho ooost defence mntori11l ond the owner 

f ollo11ed with o strong tine editorial • 

r on.Franklin D.Roosovolt 
Tho 11hi to llouee , 

riith warooat reGQrds , 

Sinaoroly , 

~~ 



/ Santiago, April 2, 1942 
Dear Mr . Wellea: 

The clear ~tent ot Ruiz Guiftaz~'• Tie1t wae to exert preaeur e on Oh1le to go along with Argentina on her war 
policy, and all the Axil •iae1ona here, i ncluding, ot courae, the Span1ah, alao part ot the Ax1a , prepared t o aake a Roaan holiday . The Go• erD•ent here was e•barraued aa I wrote you or rather wired you. That Roaaett1 waa 1n earneet about it I learned later 1n a etrange way froM Barroa Jarpa who told •e that Roeeetti ahowed hiM a telegr .. to a1obela inatruct1ng hiM to 1nt ora our Go•ernaent in the aenee ot hia talk with ae. I wae a bit aurprieed t o hear Barroa Jarpa eay that he had die­a pproTed. Roaaett1 gawe a luncheon tor GLBaad but 1nTited no diploaat e, Juat the •eMber a ot the Gu1ftaz~ •1eeion and aembere ot the Foreign Ottioe atatt. Members ot ay etatt who haTe eeen hia 1n the atreet report that no one waa paying any attention to h1•. My daughter happened to paaa the l oneda when he aade h1a •uoh adTert1aed appe,rance there t o call on the Aot1ng President and waa aaazed to find not acre than a dozen people atand1ng about, though on auoh oocae1ona usually there is a large orori. 

The oliaax came when Guiftazu deliTered hia addreee at the OniTereitJ ot Chile to whloh the entire Di ploaat io Corpa waa inTited. l ot one aolitary •ember ot t he d i plomatic a1ee1one ot South and Oeftt'ral Aaer1oa attended . I did no t . lone ot t he European All1ee attended except the poor Pole, who 11 a nice wall aean1ng tallow but a bit dull and who waa frightened to note the abaence ot all diploaata exoept thoee ot t he AX1a -the Geraan, Italian, Span1ah and Japaneae, wll with all their •1litary aember a 1n unltora. Th1a hal been the top1o ot auob oonTeraat1on 1n the Corpa. 

The next aorn1ng the auperb article ot t he o. P. t o t he ettect that we are not turn1ab1ng war aater1al to Argentina now beoauae ot her !allure t o cooperate on a pol1oy ot conti­
nental detenae appeared, conap1ououely d1aplayed, in al l the 

The Honorable 
SWiller Well ea, 

Under Secretary ot State, 
Waeh1ngton, D. c. 

leading 
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l eadi ng paperw and created somethi ng ot a aenaation. It helped to lncreue the go•ernmental t i midity here regs~i.ng &uinazU. That night Guin&tu epoke by inY1tation before the Houee of Deputies . It wa e a bromidic speech but he managed to get eomet hi n' a bout the dee ire or Argent ina and Chile to renai n neutral in the war. On t he whole the Guinazd Yleit hae bPen a diamal t l 6p. 

Yesterday in r~aponee to the expreeaion of a desire ot Gonzel~t Videla to meet me , I invited h im with n aenatorlal triend or hie and l our other• to a quiet luncheon at ay bouee. Ke etayed until tour o'clock, from one, and talked V8ry f r eely. He ie a handeome man and really brilliant &nd elto­g~ther charmi ng. He wae enthueiaetic about the u. P. etory of that morning. Ke thought that we are not using enough or t hat eledge hammer ki nd or propap.anda. The nxie is ueing the moet unscrupulous methode, lring, e tc . , and taking ad­vnn,age or the traditional feeling i n Chile in favo r or neu­t ral i ty \n ordinery were to get in their work againe t breaking r ela t ione. He actually di d no t know about the coaet det enae material we hAve already eet up here. He thought tha l rew do know . Ae rou know I told Roaaettl h~ could - tve out t he st ory ot the arrival or thf'l cune, l.n nooordanott with inetruot1ona, but eome days went by bef ore anything ws~ satd 1n t he pr eae and t hen i t ceme 1n the form ot a brief statement t ro!:l the Hinieter ot Detonse vhic~ va e not whae it should have been . I did not r~~el a t liberty wi thout in~truotl.OnR from \isshingt on to glve i t out; fr-om the Embassy. Xou may reca ll t l1at I sugg,.sted that i t bn c1v•n out 1n 1#1\fthin!"ton t o t he u. J> . with the :-equeot t hot i t be &1von a t ull play here . 

0on~sle 1. comment ed on the raot that our A. P. and u. P. do not ep,ear to be doing any pro-American war work on t heir own an~ he said that the Prench a gency, t he G~rman enenoy, th~ Italian agency, the Spa nl eh agency, all are engaged in ooneta nt ly propaganda aoetly pr edicated on li~a, while our egencie s can i n euch atories as appeared yeaterday serve our oause ~no~ouely by print i ng the tru t h . He said that the United Ste tee has • Yery grea t popular followi ng in Chile but that we ~uat g iYe the~ so~ething to~lk about. 
Ceol l tron t hought that Gonzalez wae implying that he would be glad t o look after Chi lean propaganda t or ua, but t he i dea did not occur to me, nor to other• pr eeent, thought 1t may be true. My 1mpreer 1on that be i! elated t or a d i pl omatic poet blinded me at least to euoh IIJl i mpree. i on . l#hether we c ould make uae or Gonzalez, i t euoh wa& i n hil mind, depende i n my opinion entirely on hie relat i one t o Rice . AI tar aa I know th~y are good. Becauee or Gonza lez ' t1gbt with Marcial Mora fo r ret uai ng to ext end t he dar t or the primarr three daye to g1Ye Gonzalez a chance t o get to tbe people, an atteapt wae r ade to expell Gonzal ez r roa the Radi cal partr . It reeulted 



- 3-

in f a ilure nn~ Morahsa r Pe1vneO the Preeldency of th,. Party. 
JuRt havft your lettvr of the 26th. It i e queer thBt ev~n p ft~r th~ ~ate or your l etter Barroe Jarpa apoke to m~ about Arturo Aleaaandri b eing off ered the poet 1f feelers 1ndioet e a will1nrn~ ae. However, a~ I inform~ you, he said at the same t1me t hat i f Al~a randr1 ~ 111 not t ake it no chs nr.-e woul <1 probebly bfl' l'l ll ci ~ . I 'AonC!f'r i f R1oe 1e E-ct i ng on such t h l ne e w 1 t l:out )paen1ng Ba r ros Jaroa inf ormed . 

'!11th rn: rme s t rt"£ D NJ,.. , 



I 
TllF. 'rlf!IT 

Do r Clau~e : April 28, 1942 

l haTe r eceived your let er or ~pr11 18 , 1942 with which you enoloaed a co y of your letter ~! 
/' r11 15, adil r esoed t " 'u:nner 'e1 ce. 

T ert • , t y o•·led: ~ . "'ef'n ,.., in t1 ·uticn bv ny reanona1ble Dtr1~er or t -e Ocver-~ent ~r t~e 
l'n1t~>u :;L· L l••l L •v v .. rnmnn t ln oc.nte~ ~l tln y del1ber t el unt,vor ble • tl~n ln t •nv r~len'ly countr r.~~ ~s Jh ll~ v 1oh " • n t as . et e~rn tlt to L e lr at~c •eti " n a · 1~at "r eue=1e~ to.th~ extent 
ll t le t c. r · .in •' a ~ro .a-"lY r~etl r :1<: :.o1nt -:! Vle •, t• e .. • ou.l It l t J 1 t., in· tc · 1n !ron Sll~l tl't1-.n on "Ul' 'lrt . Ao ~ '·l'l1cve ·•U"Iner elles lao enl1, 1.:> yo~ , .o v r , l!1e• ,, r.•';u,. !l:y 
be oo e •~e o v.i.l ~e• ct t v.llic. t e t1cr.s o t v r :J-tt. ·•l·t1 ns vtth the :r.lc :::: !.. •vlt l>l 
r c:c~v· r •. JPn' IUrtcrPr:t !r.J. ll" t r t •nt r ece1vec1 b tho~!l countries vhlch continue to ~~1ntaln a mhl nee or neutr lily . lit this dU'! r nee " i ll e •,,e to thn ncoeBI!!.ty r lv' n ref r· nt!. l n &.! t •e t· thoee countr 1• ·•hlch ue co er t1n" !:!Oat closel•f vltn ua . 

Since re l y youre, 

The flt~noreble 
:laude 0 . aovera, 

Aaer1orn •• ~~ r , 
Sl\ntbr:o , :h1le . 
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T'l4 H «n'AIU' Of' *l'ATI / ... _ ... , ....... 

My dear Hr. President: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

April "a . 194:.: 

I have received your memorandum of April 23, 
1942 enclosing a l etter of April 16, 1942 which you 
have received trom Ambassador Bowers at Santiago . 

There is enclosed t or your consideration a dratt 
ot a r eply to Bowers. 

yours , 

Enclosure: 

Dratt or reply. 

The President, 

The White House. 
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THE WHITE H O USE 

WASHINGTON 

April 23 1 1942. 

~UORANDU1l FOR 

HO!l . SIJUNER WELLES 

FOR PREPARATI ON OF REPLY. 

F.D. R. 

Letter: frnrn Ll&Udt;; Bor·ers , April lo , 
Sarti&go , C.~ile to the Pr es . 



Santiago, May 14, 1942 

Dear Mr. President: 

I am rather sorry that we have deci ded against the acceptance of an invitation to Wallace or Welles to be the guest of the Chilean Nation since it had seemed to me that i f offered the opportunit y which means so much in a soundly democratic country like this to reach and marshall public opi.nion which determines governmental action in accordance with tbe principles of democracy. It is true that Chile has moved slowl y and has not broken rel ations yet but it is moving slowly in the right direc­tion and the foreign policy here i s in the bands of a Minister who is ardently end sincerely our friend, a r eal champion of democracy and well known as an uncompromising enemy of Totalitarianism or dictatorships. A dictator can fix a policy today which may be all we ask for, and if the for tunes or war away agai nst us tomorrow and the pr ospects of our enemies brighten, he can change t he policy over night; but the real democratic convictions of the Chilean people would make that change here impossible. 

Yesterday at a banquet given at the Air Field in honor of the American aviators who brought the fifteen planes I made a speech present ing t he American flag sent by you and General Mar shall. In the speech I got 1n the fact that we have thue served Chlle at a sacrifice; and General Castro in hie reply said Chile would bever forget the sacrifice we bad made. I sat beside Barros Jarpa and had a long talk with him on Chilean policy. He is clearly unhappy over the 

The Honorable 
r r anklin D. Roosevelt , 

The White House, 
Washington, D. C. 

situat ion. 



' 

situati on. He said that his hesitancy about going to Wash­ington is due to t he f ac t that until Chile breaks relatione his position there among a people highly worked up naturally on the war would be difficult in that until relations are broken he could not say to interviewers the things he would like to say and that we would have hi m say; that this would make Chile ' s position with t he American public more unfor­tunate than now. He then said that there are certain things he wants to do and thi nks he can do speedily . He wants to r emove the pro-Nazi Ambassador in Argentina and send Luis Subercaseaux; he wants to suppress the Nazi paper here, 
the ALEMAN; and hw wants to go afte r all the pro-Axis activities here, t he agents, spies, propagandists, and all organizations enemies.~! the United States and wipe them out . He made this astonish"'8'1:atement: "The only possible Justifi­cat i on for our pr esent policy or l egal neutrality would be to proceed dr astically against all these enemies or the United Stat es.• 

I told him I t hought it is a great mistake to postpone indefinitely his trip to Washing t on, that the misunder­standings could be wiped out i n intimate conferences, t hat postwar matters would be considered and that I am afraid that if Chile holds orr from such a conference while other nations are hol ding them Chile may find in the end tPAt she has miss ed the boat. I shall continue to press him on t bie. 

I conf ess that I cannot understand clearly the psychology here about t he breaking or r elations. Barros Jarpa said 
something vaguely which suggested to me the possibility that there are party considerations involved which do not meet with his approval. 

Our situation is much better I think than ever before. Gracie, t he Brazilian Ambassador, agrees with this. The 
press is very friendly. My r elat ione with t he lea~ers here bot h of the Government and the Opposition are most cordial, on terms of personal friendsh i p. Wi th patience I reel we shall get in the end all we want. Today I am having an intimate luncheon at the house with Arturo Alessandri, the former 
Presi dent , Senator Alessandri, his son, Barros Jarpa and wife, cruohaga, Marcial Mora, t he Radi cal , former Min i s ter or 
Foreign Affairs and Finance, and the Agust!n Edwards. 



With both Ba.rroa Jarpa and President Rlos worried, 
with the desire of both of them to have close relations 
with us, with publ1o opinion and the press becoming mo~ 
and more on our aide, I am persuaded that with pat1enc' 
we shall get what we want. 

I am writing similarly to welles. 

With warmest regards, 

p;;;;~ i 
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l:>ear Ohtl4et 

l Mpe .. , UM • lcoro•• oupdan .tau'" 
are lal&l&UDIJ, aooonlnc eo JOIU' l•n • r ot Apr il ;!9, 

11•2. vlll bear trd' 1.D • ~84 Chlhua uu~ • . 
aaiS 1 ~re~ troe ar . W•U•• Ch•' c.tae •••""• 

'" ba•• •-u••&a~ \o ~ .,.. "~•rco1~ ·~· 

5l~•r&l7 '""· 

Cl..ta G. lower•, 

Aa•rl ... AebeaaaiSor , 
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My dear Mr. President: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

l.!ay 18. 1942 

I have received your memorandum of May 11, 1942 

enclosing for preparation of reply a letter dated 

April 29, 1942 from Ambassador Bowers. There 1IJ 

enclosed a sugges ted reply for your consideration, 

and signature approve. 

Enclo a ure 11 ~ 

1. Letter from Ambassador Bower1, 
dated Apri l 29, 1942. 

2. Suggested reply to 
Ambassador Bower•• 

The President, 

The White House. 
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J.etter drafted . .. 5/ 14/ 42 

AOOU&SSED TO 

The President, 
The White House • 

... • ~ .. . ..... ,..... ",.....,..... ,..,...,.. . 1 1na.a 

• 



Dear . .r President :-
I inclose a copy ot a letter to .lelles that cay 

interest you . •t g ives sone i ndication or the conditions with which we 

ha vo to des l here • I an t'in::ly convinced that the time has oooe to talk 

r ather bluntly to our friends . Cur v-oat trouble io that our renl. friends 

are apparently afraid to stand up for us publicly v1hile the ,,xis crowd 

~.era away at us . I a.- no-:: arran •int. with a nw .bar ot -:hi leans who will 

s i p,n l etters to tho ,.llJlOr:. ansiiOL'ins t:.o u ttac:'o --lotto1·s I shall wri to 

or inspi re . • he; are oasil:; at.u o!'toctivol:; answ .. re:'. . ! so . .eti ..lO tt.inl: 

t_at tho troubl e hero as i n so• .o parts or our o11n country is t hat the 

chenporpoliticians are afraid or the "Vtlrr:.an vote" . O:.u, .o.·ore yeo•orC:a· 

tho Illustrado , or--an or ti1e Church had a t..:o and a hal t col= review or 

a book on t he Rio Conference which would have tho Pan-Ail:erioan t'nion 

!:lean l:lerel y a union ot the South tunerican s t a tes and which creates the 

impression that we are not real fri ends or t hese States .The author had 

the audaci ty to attack insultingly the IS nations that have gone with us 

by breaking relations . I arranged with a Chilean to write a n ans1ver or 

equal l en th wllic .• was quite no do;mri~t and this appeared today in 

the Illustraclo • Stnm110 thine about this paper . I am convinced that at 

teart it is totalital'ian and it cert-inly is reac•io:.::.r ' t it lUblisb.)s 

evo:-:·t• ine 110 nal: nnd puhlisho!l :.oro in our favor 1 \tan unv other pupor 

l.aro. 



·---u o all do'lply intor'Jstod in ·Jlllt ro:..lly its hllp onin · i n 
1 taly . Of upurso sl.o is !'rae tically out of the war r:nc' is cs rnuoh o. 
conquorod countr;.• cs • olgiun .Possibly s ho wants ooo.co • ut noaco with 
: ussolini I'IOul bo abo\U'd • .• oeaco \'/HI. hit1 i n power ali tho conc111sion 
r. ulu t.c:ucol{ bo a victor~· for de•.,ocr'lcy • I fool t' o su: to wa.r ubout 
. rll! co end .;;uner . .o1•e t 10 Italians aL'O \Uldor cover , ash.a::.od i n public 1 inactive or at least so i neffoctive that the;.• l rli'J 1>o i r,norod . ':'he Japs 
are tho J;.Oot insol ent • • he Fro.nooi st t he most sneakinr and i n propoeando. 
i n certa i n quarters the taost val uable to hi t l er . 
I have hopes thllt under L.oreles , the new Pr ine l in is tor 1 somothins will 
actually be done to wipe out the Axi s agents and ..:'i fth C l umn conspirators 
I.e t a lked very f r ankl y to me 

1 1nitiatill8 the conversati on e. lons thi s line 1 and tho next dey he sent the new head of t he bureau of investi gat i ons , 
Colonel Fr i as t o see me . I was much impressed by him,and pl ans wore made 
for c l ose colloborati on • ito shall soon see what we shall see • 

With warmest rer:ards , 

on .Franklin .) .. ~oosevolt • he ·.:hi to .. ouoe. 
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Santiago, Apri l JO, 1942 

My dear Mr. Wellea: 
~ 

Late in t he dft1 I laat wrA.te you, I aaw Barros Jarpa 
an~ had a rather stra i ght an~ ~ownright conversat i on with hi•, taking advantage ot my peraonal r elatione with him bet ore he entered t he Ministry. I began by obeerY1ng lightly that t he Brazi lian Ambaaeador had proteettd aga i nat the i nault to hi l country by the Nazi propagan~a aheet called EL ALE~AN . He eai d he had . I then aoi d that , or cour se, I f elt 100 per cent eympothy wi th the Bra~ilian . But, I added, " t he Unite~ Statea and Presi dent Roos evel t haY~ been atro­oi oualy lie~ about and outrageoualy attacke~ t or • any months in bot h t hl a paper and EL CHILD:o• . I aald that I han 
ay~patny with t he lava cuaranteei ng t he l i berty or the pr eaa, but t hat he , Barroa Jarpa, knew perfectly well that t hese t wo papers, finance~ , aubs1di ted by the AX l e, are not l egi­timate newapepers but me r e pr opaganda aheet a, concent rating on attaoka on t he United Stataa. 1 t han aa1d in aubatanca : 

"The t ac t is tha t I have bean gr eatly embarra aaed by the tone and color ot the preae. For example: ror many montha 
th~ ChilPan Government begged me t o i mpress on Waahington the vital need or batteri es tor ooast ~etense , tor planes, etc., and, agree i ng with that need, 1 cade many peraonal aP­peals not only t o Mr. Wel l e s but even to the Prealdent . 1 
actually tought Chlla 1 a battle on that iaaue. You, know, ot oourae , it was a bad time to get arma trom ue. Our own Army vas i ne i e t i ng that ve could use everJ thing we coul d 
pr oduce . Our Allies, t 1sht1ng with ua, Brita i n, Chine, and Russi a were i n dlre need ot t hese guna and planes. But i n the end we made the aacritice t or Chile, and the batteri ea arrived. They arrived vithmen aent to give the neoeaeary i nat ruotiona to the Chilean Army on the uee ot the guna . 

How, you know, I hawe been utterly •~zed by th~ tact tha t I have yet t o hear one word ot ap~reoiat ion•. 

" Do you •~an troa t he Oovernaent? 0
, aakpd t he Minister. 

•well, yea. The tact ia that I hs•e not had one wor d 
ot 

The Honorable 
s~er welles, 

Under Secreta r y ot St ate, 
Washington, D. C. 
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of appr eci at i on r roa t he Go?ernaent, outaide peraonal word& from t he Arm1 and Na?y, but I val not t hinking 10 much or that. I wae t hi nking or the preaa. (L1ing a bit ) I l a i d that I had been in1truoted to aend to Waah1ngton t he reactions o r t he preaa.• 

' And", I went on, 1 VI 1earohtd the Sant iago papers m1oroecop1oally and I val unable t o find one single eyllabla or a ppr eciati on. On the cont r ary' -- and here I took up 1neral copi ea o r ALEMAN and r.L CHILENO ha• i ng each double page, eenl at1onally headlined attacka on ua ror aend1ns t hil material - - •on the contrary I found theaa. Rar e, time and again, i n t heae Axia propaganda aheete, we are acouead ot having actually bullied a relu~nt and embarrassed Chi l e into taki ng the1e guna againat her withee . We art acouaed with having actually aent •an army of oocupat i on• . The Chileane were in?i t ed to hang t heir heada i n ehame aa long • • 'the root or the in• ader il on Chil~an eoil'. The public wae told, rale~ly , that the Americana went as a gr~tt courtesy t o instruct t he Chiletn Army i n the uee or t heae gund1, were 1n1utling to Chi l ean ornoera. 

'Now you can underttand my embarrassment. I had urged t hat t h i s material ao earnestly and persistently asked to be eent and I had to aend to Waahington -- all there waa to 1end -noth i ng but theae r oul a t t ackt on uae r or ha•ing dared eend it. 
' Thlt a t titude or the pr eaa concerns me greatly b eoauae human natur e la human nature everywhere, and Chile needa other thinga tha t we can turniah onl y at a eaorirloe, and when I urge the aendi ng or t heta I am afraid tha t our experience in t he caee o f what we have aent will not be a atrong inducement.• 

nere Bar roe Jarpa told me that the preee had aa id no thing about t he arrl•al or the batteriee on inatruotiona o r the Go•eunment t hen i n power. 
• aut•, I eaid, •arter t he AXia eubeidl&ed propaganda ehPe t e had flo oded the atrPete wi th the s tor y or their arrival elong wi t h denunciat ion• or ut r or roroing t hem on Chil e, it vat no longer a aeoret . A etateaent o f th~ racte would t hen ha?t etemed t o be in order- but not a word ' . 
Re then laid that a aeeting o r ce r tain M1niet ere had been called by Noralea, Minieter or the I nter i or, to oonaider what can be done about theae papers . I ea i d I hoped acme­thing could be done to protect t he t r i enda or Ohile from i naulte. 

II 
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TherP 1a onP ~ay to r ·rch t h•,• 1\xl s pro~~g nda aheete. They could not publieh wi thout paper. They get thl a paper from a p~pt"r manufoctur1ng company her e whlc~ furn l ahea all the Bant1a~c pre11 , and t h1a company coul d not make t he paper without woo~ p~ f rom Canada and poee1bly, I do not know, from t he United States . The 3r1t 1ah here , acting t hrough 
Arthur l'&ok, Comn:torolnl u· o~che , l r char 15e of ::'-r 'l&ck Liet and by o4da t ht> bt"at man 1n the Enbessy, tells ~e t hat he is gol nt• t o r ecommend that no moJ•f' ~1ood pul n h!' Bf'nt t hie 
manufacturer 1f he 11 to continue to furnl ah the f l nlahed or6duct to the t·~o oa•>el' . R,. a~ty l'l he hae :;, lked .,1 tn the manufacturer vho la quite rPady t o refuse the~ pap•r but he aaya t here l o a nover nm-nt oomm1a1111on whic~ ord"ro the d1a­tr1but1on of the paoer to t he pr ess , and these two pa pers ar!' l.noluded . In other words the Chl l •an Oovernm,.nt ordere this unuracturer to furn1a'l tht"BP ,\xl. s ahP•ts p'\ ... ,.r. 

If the ,\ll1ed na tlona f urnlshlng the ~:ood pul p informs the Government that all wood pul p from them \Fill be cut ott unless t hese papers a re cut out , 1t ~11, find itself 1n t~e poe1t1on or e1th•r outt1nt thP~ orr or seyin~ , 1n 
~ffect , that better 1t 11 t hat no paper b~ publ1ah&d a t ell 1n San t l rlo 1f thea~ t wo A~ls orgKn& , suts1d1 zed by thP German Emba ssy we are eur~ , ar t retused paptr . The ef f ect on F.L l1FHCURI O, a nd ell t.h t' other pupera >1oul d t l.en be 
mer1o~l . The Government would not dart sacr ifice tht n t or the t~o ~azl eheet a. 

This 1s fiOT.t' t ltl.ng you r·ay carl' to think over. 

IJI 

Tht" 1ad1oal Party 11 ega1n on the war ?Lth Jr~1n5t 1te own Government . ~t a me~t 1n~ or the R&d1osl Junta, one 
~larlo ,unst er Carmona , a r l oh plc.yt•oy, not i n r: on.._ rroa , but a member of the Junta, actua lly broucht uo a r eaolutlon 
attaclt1n~ "oralca tor h~tv 1n, LP •olntt'd Colont'l Frlca hPad of the Bur eau ot tnve~t1~~t.1ona. I strongly euto~ot the reason . I bel1'Ve, t hua rur, t ha t .ora lee 11 l n esrn!'st ut>out 
oooper~ttlng wlth us 1n thA ma ttl!l• at r unnln- C!o~, , t~n AXle agents , etc . , and Colonel Frl aa , who came to me rroro lloralea , i mpreaeed me aa a etrong and e1no•re man who may rnpan bus i neae . ln other vore a , he "f1.ll not be a t ool or t he 
AXis 1n t he Inveatigat1ons. W~ know that t hroughout t he war lilar.1 toole h.ove >een me:llhf!rs or ~he Invest1gnt 1one ; that dumn1ng cv1denoe hao he<>nplgeonholed; that whnn r a lds have been made the Nazi s have be!n t1pned off 1n advance . 

It 
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It l ooke v~ry ~u~h r.a thO\If~ th• pro-A71a ~ l~oent , 
i ncluding the ch~ap~r ot thr pol1t1o1ano intar"Bted ln 
the •op~en vot p• , 11 :oncrrne~ ltt t to~eth1ng actually 
be ~one . I ~o no t t hink V.oralea wi ll pay any attent i on 
an~ 1 cannot believe that Pr e£1dent ~ioa will no t auata in 
hia. But h~re we have an 1aeue and on the aolut1on we =ay 
r each lntellig~nt eonclus1ons . 

rv 
On th~ an~ iv•r8ary ~f t~~ birth or th~ Jappn~t• ~~ror 

some of the pu er! oarrl ed ful l pose ort i olee ln ~loritlottion . 

EL HERC!i.'UO dill . or course thr J'a "' n~eo poH for i t but . 
Er m::F.CU~IO taUt~ t o note publ1oly that 1t wae an ochPrt.lae­
m•nt . However , £! :-r-:RCIJ'>IO in the ouo• isaue e11rrlPd o 
hot editorial t he ver y revPree or coaol 1ment~ry to t~e 
Ja~~ae . 7h• Jan~ are very c~ky ~ere . They ~ve • l~o~t 
t&ken ~eaeta ion of t~e Ch11Pan Golf Club. Last Sun~ay 
tome ~er1cene t old ae that about tourtetn ver• t h•re . 
Al1o, of coura~. t he Oercana, I t a l1ant hn~ ~anlarlle . 

I Pncloae an 1nt~reet1ng r~port prepared by Oerriaon 
on t hP Hnvnetelt' A~enay . 

'"1th warmeet peuons rPt:to,.,a, 1 ""' 

5lncer 9ly yourR, 

~~ 



., •••r •r. PrealdeDt• 

I baft r• ••1 wd rov .. :aor&ndUII ot h :r 11, 1 SIU 
onoloolas t or p~paratlon ot repl:r a letter dated 

April 19, lSIU fi"GII Aabe .. ador Dowra. 'l'bore 1o 
enoloaod a •uc~ated repl:r t or :rour oonald•rat loa, 
and at~ture 1t JGU appro ... 

rat~ull:r ,.ura, 

J:Dolo•ure• • 

1. r..ttar traa Aeba .. ador ao .. ra, 
dated April at, ltU. a. Slll&••ted repl:r to 
~•••dor ! ..era. 

ftl• Prealdent, 

'l'bo Whl t a lfou.o. 



Santiago , •. ay 23 ,1942 

Dear l .:r Presi dent :-
The other day I arranged a secret ueet ins with : res-

i dent ,uos and ::larros Ja11>a at the foiT.lers private residence at Io P .11. 

t o toJJr/ off the record and very frankl y/ of the various t hinss which 

I am afraid ar creatins seri ous misunilerstandine s ru,ong the tren i n the 

street i n the United .3t ates and Chile . I sed'(a full report of the hour 

and a half c onversation t o \lelles and s uegested to hi m that you might 

care to see it . The atmosphere was mos t cordi al • One thing came out 

which throws a new and I think t r ue light on the fact that the agreements 

of Rio have not been r atified by Congress . I was tol d frankl y t hat the 

President himsel f had pr evented the s ubmi ss ion of the aereament s to 

Congress when Rossetti was t r yi ng to submit them • Be sai d that under 

Chilean t r adition and the Chilean Constitution t he management~ of 

for eign affairs i s t he exclusive prerogative of the Pr es i dent • He 

submit s only t reaties for ratificat i on . To have submi t ted the agreement s 

of ~io woul d have compromised hi s presidential r i ghts and have rai sed a 

ques tion as to hi s power . He says that tho agreements are i n operation ; 

that he has r ecognized them in sendi ne Chilean represent at ives to t ;1o 

conf erences call ed by the 1Uo conference .He says that i f and when be 
I I 

deci des to break dipl omati c rel ations l'li t h the Axi s he will not ask 

Congress anything about it since he has the power to do so on his own • 

• y plain talk about ;, azi activi t i es here being unmol ested 



fl 

thus converting ,lls I told then ,Chile into a ::azi baso for operationc 
(( 

arninst tho nitod 3tatos and the Canal had ,I think ,an L~d1Pte etroct . 

·~ 'fhirty six hours lator car.w tho ·resident opening address to Congress . 

he reached a paragraph which I em sure was added as a result of oy 

conversation . When he reached it ,he paused , looked over tho Congres s 

del i b•rately ,and then r&ad very slowly and with narkod e~basis the 

declaration thst Chile will not tolerate any activities aimed against 1ltt .....,.., 4 • •• ., <I,,.~" , • -.J.,.. .. t •••• ... .....,., 
any of the American republics . a 4 1c • ,.,..'( ....... q,~ crv..I'«J\ Go. eRo ~~ 

The day before I think I got another result of the conversation . I had 

tol d the President and ! .• inister that speeches were made in Congress and 

articles had appeared in the press , hone~tly made end written I thought 

probsble,and because of misinformation .Ue had been charged wi th dis-

criminating against the Chileans v1hen ,I said , "the Chilean ~vernment 

knows thi s is not true and yet no representa~·ive of the :lovernmont has 
u 

ada the correction • ~ithin twenty four hours ~Barros Jarpa addressed 

Congress on foreign policy e.nd said wi tb great emphasis that these 

stories are without foundation and that there bas boon no discrimination 

a ,;ainst Chilo and that whatever embar· ssr:I!Jnta MaY cone here as a result 

of rationinG have CODIB to all the ulliOrican countries and cost of all to 

tho United States • 

~ur arent bore is now satisfied of c mploto cooperation of the over~~nt 

in the uncoverin~ of •. azi activities • The non Chief came to ooe me at 

once on ta.kinr office . The ~resident said the other nieht he had coke on 

his instructions • l~ nade a fine impression on mo and bettor still on 

ow: agent with whom plans are boinc worked out . I l~D.vo a reo ling that 



sene thing worth while will coca or this , that notion will be t oken that 

will create an impossible situation for the Axis nnd l oad to t he 

breaking of relations under circ~tancea that will not np?Oilr to have 
anythi ng to do wi th pressure from US • 

At t he openi ng of Congre~a as tho diplomats ~ere leaving ,getting in 

their oars in front of t he Capitol ,where a greet oro~d was gathered , 

the Jep~nese were r oundly hi ssed. I left before tho V9rmons . Dut when 

r:.y car --I had three of our naval &nd m litary cen in plenty or gold 

braid wi t h me--stattod there was vigorous cheering for a ful l block 

·.1e are ell agreed that the situation is cuch better . 

At tho same time I have i nformation which bears out my 1mpressions of 

Jossetti end his attitude • As I have insisted all along lossetti went to 

l i o intensel y eager to pl ease us ;ns I have reported two days after t~ 

co:: erence at lio convened I sew a telegr.m tro~ .!ossetti asking the 

~verlll':lent to alt er his inst ructions so he could co alone IOO per cent 

with us ;and the other nieht Jill ~rnold ,head of the Tel.ond 7el . here 

was with :luis , the ..iub- .Water w:.o was at flio as a delogete and w11o has 
~ 

always impressed mo na pro-l:ezi , talked freely while i n an inebriated 

state end said the. t he had had a "hell or n tiDe with .louetti nt iUo" 

because di spito his instructions he was wnntinc all the time to di sresard 
~ instructions and co in for breaki ng relations;and that ~ ,.1uia ,business 

had boen t o w tch him and see that thio was not done . I have a lways 

fel . that we r ot tho wrong •kat slant on him at .li o . ~nhappily nui s is 
~ 
~ • inister without portfolio ,Secretary Ooneral of the President ,and 

.1 hove no doubt his 1nfluonooiu: i s thro11n n~inst us . i:.ut .1 do not thi nk 



hie a strong character . 

r.on .Pranklin ~ .Roosevelt 
Tho ',l'hi te F.:ouee . 

..1 t h \'Iaroe at ro~'Brds , 



, 

Santi ago ,. ay 27 , I942 

Dear i .r Presi dent: -

The decisive action of Congress i n voting an investi-

gation of Hazi acyivities would have been impossibl e four months ago . I 

thi nk there i s no doubt that we are making bi g :progress toward the 

realization of our ends . The personnel of the Committee is anti-Nazi 

- - that i s the bi g majority are :pronouncedl y anti-l!azi . 
t:i.jtl.dl#o 

I have expl ained the statement i ssued by the Foreign ::i niet er with the 
f. 

approval of the Peruvian ,Y Dolivian Ambass adors and myself• The J:azis 

throUBh thei r numerous :pa id ac;ent s who carry on the whisperins campai gn 

ag-inst us were circulating the fantast ic story that 11e were arming 

Peru and 3olivi an and encouragi ng them to attack Chil e to re-cover the 

l ost provinces • Fantastic as it seems , it was causing great uneasiness 

even among our friends . I think the correction necessary • 

Today I gave a luncheon for Dishop l1lf \7alsh of I.:S.r yl and and a I"ew 

York priest with him en route to :!olivia on so~ church miesion,and had 

all tho hierarchy from tho Archbishop down , t wo pro:=~inent Church l aymen 

Senator Cruze 1 Coke and Senator ::oratia i'lalker , t wo members of the 

Deputies belonaing to t he l!'alengist party here 11ho are rnili t ant a t;dnst 

raci sm and the nazis and friends of ours , the uolivian hlllbaseador ,and ,. t l 

Daw- on of the City :.ational who was one of tho founders of The Comn.onweal ~ 

Twenty in all and all Cathoih~cs . It created a ver y fine impression. v;e 



are closer to ~ho Church as an itbasay I thinlr than any other !hbassy 

hero 1 incl udlng tl'.e .;penish . 

I ant to see Barros Jarpa i n hal f an hour . Lui s Subborcaasunx told me 

at l uncheon that uarros Jarpa 13 goine to tho .:>tate~ by •• Juno 15th. 

I shall find out if thi o i s true · 

.. e all feel t:,ut Chil~ is :::ovinr ratter ra='idl:; to~d a clw:lt;e i n 

~olicy • ..:'he .resident ' s wifo io arrivinL in Los •l..ll;edes on .·uno 4th to 

put her boy in an i.I:terican s chool . I have s\.1&_ ested to elles th t 

w:Ule she is I!Oin; incog I tbinr. ue e. oul<. b;rall •eu:ts l:.ave a rep1•esento.-

tiva of tbe "'ov ,r_:o .. t oat l:or on l :mdin- 3lld offer any O••rvice • 

his action of the Preoidont is gal~ and worm wood to the Germans • 

I!on , J.o'rank:oi n D .. ~oosavol t 
The ,/hi te liouse • 

~. i th warzaes t regards 1 

3ince~~ 



Santiago, June 2, 1942 

My dear Hr. President: 

You may be interested in some observations on a 

very noticeable change in sentiment here toward the 

breaking Of r el at ions during the last two weeks. The 

cordial reception of Prado of Peru baa contributed some 

to the feeling that Chile is not i n a comfor table pos i t i on; 

and Mexico's declaration ot war bas had a oowertul effect. 

The mass of t he people here are not ena~ored of Va rgas ' ideas 
of government; they are of Mexico 's and t his means a stronge r 

sentiment among the masses tor the breaking of relations. 

Barros Jarpa is singing another tune, and i ns tead of 

saying tha t of course Chile will not break relatione unlees 

directly attacked ie now spe~king of when Chile breaks 

r elatione. I think that my straight ott-the-record warn­

ing addressed to the Presi den t and him at the night meet­

ing at the President's bouse has had some effect. He 

now assures me be is going to Washington . 

Then, too, be has been talking very aggressively to 

Baron von Schoen, the Ge~en Ambassador. The other day 

The Honorable 

Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

The White House, 

Washingt on. 



-

he told h i m that any one found en~aged in activities 

aga inst another American nat i on will be Jailed or expelled ; 

a nd this ~eek he tol d him that nny attack on Chil ean 

mines or on the Panama Canal will mean a decla r a tion or war. 

Mor e noticeable still, is the r adical change in the 

tone of the pr ess . It, as ide from t he AXis sheets, has been 

fair, but much too neutral for my system. Now allthe 

legitimate paper s are changing . EL IV-PARCIAL, the cost 

r eactiona ry paper, which has been oro- AXis at heart a nd 

in tone within reasonable bounds, is now orinting our propa­

ganda . It is owned by two brothers . Recently one, not 

connected with t he management , wr ote an article against 

t he Rio Confer ence . A Spanish r efugee , former editor of 

EL LIBERAL i n Madrid , wrote a beautiful and brilliant r eply, 

very courteous and almos t courtly in tone, which EL IMPARCIAL 

publi shed . Infuriated by the effectiveness or the reply , 

the brother wrote a bitter articl e against us and our cause 

which his brother poi nt - blank refused to publ ish, s aying 

he would not publish anything against the United States . 

The paper was dependent on German advertising and now t hat 

we have gua r a nteed 15 , 000 pesos worth of American advert i s i ng 

a month i t promises to come over entirely . You can i magine 

the e ffect her e. 

In Valpar~iso , La UNION, conserva tive naper, has f rom 

t i me to time been scarcely friendly, and recently it used 

some Transocean matter. We challenged its action a nd 

the editor , a Cones rvative member or the Deput i es , came 



he~e to see me and gave a satisfactory explanation and 

a pledge not to repeat . We have straightened him out 

with the American adve r tisers and hehas put me on his 

free list for his dai ly paper. 

I am sending Welles today a proposition sent me by 

four Ministers which he may repeat to you . The majority 

of the Government today i s f or breaking r elat i one . I have 

a f eeling that we may get resul ts within a few weeks. 

I have heard an explantt i on of the failure to recall 

t he Ambassador from Buenos Aires i mmediately after hie 

action in the !-lay Day demonstra tion . He has a group of 

fri ends among the Radicals in Congress and the President 

does not want to aff r ont them while his emergency legisla­

tion is pending . Then, again, he i s notoriously a crack 

shot with thi pistol and prone to challenge critics. But 

I think hie days are numbered. Armour writes me that he 

is much subdued. 

I wish you coul d have seen the ceremony at Chile ' s 

West Point on t he occas i on of the presentation of the 

American flag sent by you and General Marshall . It was 

an impressive cer emony. I spoke , General Escuder o spoke, 

and then the color bearer s, t hree ~en, were ordered f orward, 

the flag placed i n their possession, and the band struck 



• 

up, and these men with the American flag flying gai l y 

passed do•Nn the line of the cadets - - doing the goose step. 

No use to quarrel with the goose step here . In the salon 

where cocktails were served afterwards I noticed por traits 

of a number of the for me r Directors with mustaches twirled 

c.../ • 

up cockily at the end, a la Wi l helm . I t hought it signi fican t 

of a certain period here and on the way back mentioned it to 

Colonel Johnson and Hajor Kane. "Have you ever s een the pic­

tures of the mess hall a t West Point?", t hey asked in a chorus. 

I confessed i gnora nce. "Wel l you ought to see how many of 

them wear the Pruss1an mustache" , t hey s a i d . 

But I s tarted out merely to say tha t I feel more 

encouraged over t he outlook here than ever before . I am 

sure we are followi ng the right course here, considering 

Chilean psychology, in appearing more hurt than angry at 

Chile's tar d i ness. 

Wi t h warmest regards, 

Faithfully and sincerely yours, 

~~ 

1 
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Santiago , June lS , 19~2 

My dear Mr . President : 

I am enclosln~ a copy df a pastoral instruction s ent 
out by Archbishop Car o , head of the Church in Chile, citing 
instructions from the present Pope while Papal Secretar y 
or State, i nstructing Catholics not to ali~n themselves 
with any one oolit ical party , thus making 1t a Church party . 
I t has been sent the Department, but you may be interes ted. 
Had t he Hiere rchy taken t his stand in Spai n i ns t ead of 
ordering Cathol ics, as Csrd ina l Gama di d , to vot e against 
the Republican parties in the elect i on of lf.ar ch· 1936 on pain 
of hell fire and damnation othe rwise there would have been 
no incidents involving the Church the re . 

I would particularly call your atten~ion to the sign i­
ficance of this lett~ r . The Conservative Party her~ , the 
Tory party, repr esenting t he old feudalistic element poses 
as t he "Chur ch party• , and is agu i ns t breaking r elat ions 
and I think is Totalitarian i n spirit. I t has been using 
its pretence as a Church party to line up Catholics against 
breaking rela"i ons and liberalism 1n gener cl, and the old 
Archbisboo, a lovely old man, is a liberal and was made the 
head of the Church because of his work among the poor. This 
letter is a notice t o Catholics that they a re under no 
compulsion to fol low the policies of the Conserva tive Par ty 
and is t herefore a lust y blow in our behalf . 

I incorporate as part of this l etter the following 
from a l ette r I have written lr . Welles today : 

More and more the mat t er Of breaking relat i ons with 
the Axi s revolves around the i nexplicable position of Barros 
J arpa . We know positively t hat he personally i s exerting 

himself 

The Honorable 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

The White House, 
Washing ton, D. c. 
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hi mself i n evpry way to stem the risin~ tide in favor of a break . I know that he i s inspir1n~ , indeed almost or~ ering , and in at least one i nstance has written editorial articles in favor of h i s pr esent policy . He dic t ates to LA NACION end EL MEqCURIO . The first directly; the second th roug~ a subordinate in t he Foreign Otfice who wr i tes on foreign affa ire tor it . 

Garr.son hee this ~orning brought me an amazing story. EL IMPA~C IAL, as you know, is probably the most r eact iona ry of the Rightist paper s , and unt il r ecently oro-totalit arian , but we have an unde rstanding <ith the oublis~er who is pled6 ed to publish nothin against us a nd who i s tski nf a nd publ ishing matter i n our favor and in f avor o f breaking relatione . The former editor of EL LIBERAL, 1-ladrid , a refugee he. e now, a friend of t he publisher of EL IV~A-ClAL , and a man of gre~ t cleverness with h i e pen , hcs been writing subtl e l:>u t power f ul articles for EL IMPA0.CIAL Bi f"ned "Ghost of the r ac1fic". These have evidently been getting under the skin of Bar ros Jarpa . Yesterday the putl isher of ELIMPARCIAL tol d Garris on t hat Barros Jaroa hed a ked who wrote these articles . The publisher says he ref us ed to tell . He says Barros Jaros sa id thEt if the growing division among the Rightist~ on breaki nt relat i ons continues he may h6ve to resign . 
That to ne mea ns two things : First, that unless some­thing outrageous i s done by the Axis Ba r ros J aros will con­tinue to opooee br eaking relations . Second,that I am right in my suspicion t hat domest ic oolit1ce,involv i ng a p l an to convert the Gover nment into a Rl• ht1st Govern~ent through eome understanding wi th the Conservatives an~ Llber ls , who, ae parties , a r e opoosed to breaking r elat i ons , i s at t he bott on of the whole t hing . And yet t he other nieht Barros Jerpa t alked seriously to me about recogniz1n~ Russia as p roof that Chile is with the democracies . Another ot those contra­dic t ory thi ngs about the Mini ster. 

The publisher o~ EL IMPA~CIAL told Ga rrison h~ und~rstoo~ that President Rios is wavering , which I t h i nk true . That p robably is makina Burros Jarpa uneasy . 

I am i nvited to l unch at Barros Jarpa ' s tomorrow an~ hie wife told my wife ' s secretary that 1t 1e not "official " and 
yhat 

' 
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the guests a re to be ~y "friends". It has oossi bllities 
and I may hear something there. 

The most s hocking thing I have heard , and this 
comes second hand but reliably I think from Matte , 
Minis ter of Fin~nce , f avorin3 the break in relations , 
is tha t Barros Jarpa in r iv inr the President a summary 
of our telegram which in substance I read to the President 
and which Barros Jarpa translated in my or esence , and 
oroperly, to hi~. he sr i d t hat we had taken a position 
e(:einst "bargaining" but - end this is the point - that 
we had said we would continue to give assistance to Chile 
despite her oresent policy . This, if true , is downright 
d ishonesty and trickery . There is a fl ght withi n t he 
Government now on breaking and B<-r !·os Jarpa mie:ht be 
capable of such sculduddery a nd again Hatte may have 
been misinformed by the President . Barros Jarp· has 
told severa l people thct th~ majority of the Ministers 
are ln favor of bre~r.1ng relations . 

1''r. Hul l told the prl' ss conference that Ba r ros 
J arpa was expected to visit us and t his was orinted 
in t he paiJre here . I cannot under s t a nd why Barros 
Jarpa should have t hou ht it necessary to tel t he 
local press tha t the story that he had been "invi ted" 
to the United States i s " inexact" . A formal i nvi t ation 
has not been sent but your own letter and t he fact 
that I have personally told Barros Jaroa t hat you and 
t he President both have wri tten me t hat they are looking 
forward t o hi e visit m~ke s this denial sePm far-fetched . 
It i a •hP kind of petty quibbling t hat annoys me most 
i n the !Un1Bt er . And Clllkes his posit ion inexolicsble . 

Gustavo Ross i s back . Luis Suber caseaux, a Con­
servative aristocrat wholly with us , has seen me twice 
sincP the return and both times has asked me eagerly 
if I had seen Ross . doth t imes he told me Rose is 
ardently pro- AlpY · Xeet erday i t wes whispered a round 
that Roes w1t h resident R1os had con ferre d with me at 
my house . Formerly , accor~1ng to the goss i p , I was 
havin~ secret conferences with ContrPras Labarca, the 
Commun i st leader. I am rPliably i nformed tha t at a 
dinner at the home o~ c pro-Nazi ex-De outy, Rose 
cal mly summed uo the sit uation oro and con and ended 



by showin~ that t he advantages were on the s i de of complete cooperation with us . From another source I am informed t~ t Ross told t he President, •vou have two problems : one social ; the ot hPr i nternat i onal; you think you have an economic pr obleo but tbat 1e not true• . Fi~ure tha t out yourself . 

With warmest personal r egar ds, I am 

Slnoerely yours , 

~~ 
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F. D. R. 

Let1:er to the }lr~s . from Claude Bowers 
from Chile June ljth re situation in 
Santiago . 
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COPY 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

Dear Claude: 

In reply to your l etter of June 13, I wish 
to state most emphatically that Se~or Carlos 
Davila hae not received from any authorized per­
son in the Government of the United Statee any 
indication of the policy of the United States 
toward Chile, Speoifioally, he has not eeen me 
on this or any other matter and he hae eeen 
neither the Secretary of Sta t e nor Mr. Well es 
for many monthe paet , You are, or course, fully 
familiar wi t h the details or his interview with 
Henry Wallace, 

It le moat important t hat you lose no oppor­
tunity to exprees to President R!os my view that 
t he maintenance of diplomatic and other relatione 
between Ohile and t he Axl e powere represent s a 
graYe danger to Chile and to the cause of the 
Americas. 

Very sincerely yours, 

The Honorable 
Claude G. Bowers, 

American Ambassador, 
Santiago, 
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My dear Mr. President: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

June 27. 1942 

I have received your memorandum ot June 23, 1942 

enclosing a letter ot June 13 you have received trom 

Ambassador Bowers in 8ant1ago, Chile. 

In response to your request, I am enclosing a draft 

ot a suggested reply to Ambassador Bowers tor your consi­

deration and signature it you approve. 

,) _____ __ 
Enclosures: 

1 . Draft. 

2. Letter returned. 

The President , 

The White House. 



• 

( 

) 

Santiago, J une 13 , 19~2 

My dear Mr . Pres i dent : 

You will recall that Just before the inauguration 
of President Rios I wrote you the s uggestion that you 
write him a lett er of congr atulation and in it make it 
clear enough that you hope he will br eak relations with 
the Axis . That suggestion was made by me because two 
men close to the Pres i dent had reported to me that he had 
said that s hould you make ~he request he would conform. 

Since then there is no doubt in my mind that Rioe 
has been g iven very wrong imoreseions as to our feeling 
regarding Chilean policy and the breaking of relati one . 
He has said to several peopl e , and I think in all 
sincerity , that the United States is ent i rely satis fied 
with Chile ' s policy and is entirel y indi fferent as to 
thP breaking of r elatione . I have been informed that 
Carlos Davila recently wrote him oersonal ly that he 
should not permit himself to be • stampeded by pressure 
from the Embassy" here since he had i .t directly from 
Welles or you - I have heard it both ways - that every­
thing is satisfactory as it is . 

Yesterday without being forced to be assertive I 
had the opoortunity to make it absolutely clear to him 
that we have no other t hought than thot he should break 
relations in conformity with the continental solidarity 
agreed upon . Thi s was at a meeting arr anged by him, a nd 
Barros Jarpa was present . It also gave , an opportunity 
to say to Barros Je r pa in the Presi dent e presence what 
I have oft en said to the MiniatPr himself that it seems 
very necessary to me that the Minister should go to Wash­
ing ton as soon as possible . 

The Honorable 
Franklin D. Roosevelt , 

The ~bite House , 
Washington. 



My purpose i n wri ting now is thi s : night before last 
a t a d inner a t the Gritish Embassy the Ambassador gave m~ a 
memorandum to the e f fec t that Senator Ansel mo Hevia and a gr oup 
of Senators are workin~ for the br eaking of r elatione , and 
through a friend of the Senator ' s , who is a c l ose friend of the 
President, Osvaldo Hiriart . The latter was won over and saw 
President Rios . He then r eported that President Rios was 
firmly convinced that "the Un it ed States was quit e hapoy with 
the way i n which Chile was behaving" since she was gett ing 
Chilean supolies without danger and that ther e wer e no 
internal dis turbances making for sabotage . He said , or i s so 
r eport ed, by his friend , to the Senator that if t he United 
States want s Chile to break r elati ons it was des irable that 
some ac t i on be taken by an i mporta nt American statesman to 
d issolve the aforementioned impr ess i on of our satis faction; 
that if you or Mr. \1elles "coul d state openly and publicly 
that the United Stat es wishes Chile to break off r el at ions 
with t he AXis", which he sai d could be done Without an ap­
pearance of pressure - the a rgument most e ffective with public 
opinion favor ing the pr esent policy would fall to the ground . 

Thi s is in keeping with my suggestion referred t o i n the 
f i rst par agraph. This could be arranged at a press conference 
of yours or 'tlelles, but with the situa t ion ae gratifying and 
promising as it is just now , I doubt the wisdom or necessity 
at t his j unc tur e . 

The situa t ion here ls clearing remarkabl y r ecentl y and 
Pr esident Rios in t he pr esence of Barros Jarpa told me 
yesterday that the present policies of his Gover nment l eads 
logically and inevitably t o a br eaking of relatione . 

'111th 1var mes t r egards , 

Faithfull y a nd sincerel y yours , 
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3nntiato , Jul;, i.4 , I942 

:oar r resid~nt : -
Cn the receipt of jOur undated l etter asking me 

to avail t.lYsolf of the first opportuni~ .• to toll Fresiclent .lios that 

in your o;>inion Chilo • s actio~ in meintainine dipl o:.atic and oth r 

re l at ions with tho Axis is danger ous not only to Chi l e but to al l the 

American Republics , I l:lade an appointment and saw him t yestsrday 

afternoon . I found him extremel y ocrdial and i n tood spiri ts . In 

so~~ prel1minar1 conversation before I roached ;our woseace Chile ' s 

~lic:t in the war ca:..o up ,and largely on the residents ini t1ative . 

;;o talked 11ith o• phasis and soemin• sincilroty . l!o said that ho is 

eb:;<llutel y with the ..U.lies and "pa ·~iculerly with the ni ted .>totes" . 

;'hat is proposes that "'hilo shall go alons with us in avery nay and 

to coopJrate i n any way ue sULSest for the winning of the wer , the 

defence ot the nited ~totes ,dUd of the ..t~ericas" , .oot ha bas 

instructed ~.ichels on his rot urn to ,ieshin "ton to say as much to you . 

-hat he i s s endint; -arros Jarpe. to .. ashineton under instruction& to 

COI:IPlY ui th any rer;uoat we r:.o.. r.ako in res;~oct to tha war • 

C.n readinr ·our noes are he said : "1 e . c lad I said 11ha t I did before 

readin_. this '"ocause _ hope it shous that 1.t.ese 11re ey owr: vie a·• • 

• o then said , apropos of breali ns relet i ons , thnt thoro me:,· l>o 

so:1o little trouble ,anc he wants juat onou .. h time to strenethen hio 

poai tion , e eppoers to faa: thnt the .. a~ia :-.i~:ht proci'lti toto 



troubleo i the t.i ne :1 of the • o:-th tu:d I-.e thsn ss.id th• t he hoped 

i n such contingency that l:o could count on tho support of tho 'nited 

.... tates . 

f o than said •hat he had l".ee.rd that Carl os Davila had not seen :;ou or 

the Stn to I:opartnant ill rnnths . 'his he undoubtedlj' hoard from iohel s 

who O<.lue hero l'li th bl ood i n hi s eye • I v r ifled ·; at he had ho!lrd . 

•hether thio inforr:tation ~ disturbed hin as to :u-ros .arpa I do not 

k:l.ow . It should · ?here is no dou':>t in ey r .ind t!let na:-ros Je.rpa is 

tricky , ?ivon to bra~en oisroprosonte.tious end su~pressione ,e" is 

di3 • ..onest . • his is s l".ockiiiG to LlO and the •~ :orican colon~· luls been 

s ockod bj' hi s attitude Lll view of his reoutation for yeo.rs os o. 

s.rone- oro-. .r.~~.~rican . I suspect that h is tr-·ine; to noke his nolicy 

coni'ol'm to tho s olfi s h interests oi' the Chileo.n shippi nc; couoany and 

other .;hileans who are nov1 ~t.ok in.; .ono:, hand over f i st . ·,er;~ conficen-

t ially ~ ~ told bJ the : l ectri c Com?SnY that after be oece.oo 

. inister he was offered e retainer or 30 ,000 pes os with no ttoueht 

or his acce?tins and that he took it without s blink . I t.e.ve tl.oueht 

thnt a reversal of his policJ vn orders o .l os woulJ proc i l,li tate his 

ro si ;.ation but I am nol'l convi nced th~t he wil l hold on and I am 

afrai d try to defeat .Uos purJ)Ose by trickery• However if ho POOs to 

· iaehin ·ton o.s he r::ru.st now ? l ain t alk 1"'1. ~t rosul ts and if not from ' I I 

him , fro· • .tios . 

on ,Frnnklin J , ~oosevelt 
- ~.o rhite h>use . 

l.aruest regt<rds , 
Sincerely 

t4ttil~ 



Santiago , July 23 , I942 

Dear t~ President : -

When , .ichels reaches Washington he will ask to be 

received by you since he i s under i nstructions ,according to his word 

tow~ , and according to Presi dent Ri os statement to me , to say to 

you that Chile is ready to do whatever you thi nk necessary to the 

winning of the -'"sr , to the defence of the Pni ted States end of ths 

Continent . This is what ~ios sai d to me as I reported before . Just 

before leaving :·ichels had a final talk with J ioe and he told oe 

after;;.rds that the <>resident had reiterated what he had said to him 

and to me . 

Under these circumstances I think you should be very firm on l'lhat 

r1e think necessary so .:ichel s can so report to Rios . 

I have wr i tten Welles in the same vein . 

Lund , the !>anis h !:inister ,on his arrival here came to consult nl3 

regard inc his audience wi th Barros Jarpe . I told him I had the 

positive plodse of I.Jarros Jarpa :md of .1ossetti before him , thnt 

no 1uislins designation would be consideredi Today Lund reported 

back to me on his talks ~1ith tho Presi dent and the t.inister and he 

said that both conversations were most s at i sfactory • For thi s both 

Lund and 1/easell here s ay they are indebted to my intercession . 

Unahppily our Br i tish friends here did nothing . 



Senator Cruz Coke , tho most popular ron in tho Conservative party 

has just r esisned the '. ice trosi doncy or the .>arty on the f'l'Ound 

that he cannot a ccept resnons1bil1ty i n the party' s pre sent op9os1-

tion to t o bree.kinf" or relations . . :a had told -~ thst he would 

t.a.lto his l'Oa sons public but nothing has yet appeared . It my f ollow . 

.on .?ranklin u . Roosevelt 
ho 11hi to :ouse • 

~ith ~armest redcrds , 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
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Santiago, Augue t 1, 1942. 

Dear Mr, Well••• 

Your memorandum on your converaation with Michele 
will pr obably arrive later today but your telegram 
aaaurea me that the Ambaaeador did eay to you what 
Rioa told me he would be ina tructed to eay, There is 
a noticeable weakening in Coneervative and Liberal 
circlea on the breaking or relatione. When I read the 
preaa report ot Ri oa vieit to Valparaiao and hia apeeoh 
I thought inetantly ot what he had aaid about •a little time 
to etrengtben hie poeition• , and eince be loat Valparaieo 
in the electione it tlaehld on me that thie tour waa part 
ot t he prooeea . Itreeemblld the vieit ot a candidate in 
the heat ot a preaidential campaign tor he did not miee 
& epot in the town. The apeech emphaei&ed two pointe -
hie determ1n&tion to act alone on foreign policy and hie 
declaration that he will not permit Chile t o be aeparated 
trom the eiater republice on the ieaue ot demooracy, 
Tbia atruck me aa a cauti oua and gradual approach to 
aomething definite. On goi ng to the ottice I round I 
alone bad the impreeaion that some atep f orward had been 
taken, But the next day I wae convinced that my interpre­
tation bad been correct when Boraey ot the United Preae 
told me R{oe bad called him that morning and a eked what 
the reaction to bia apeech bad been i n the Statee. Boreey 
waa coapelled to tell him there bad beennone and to auggeat 
that perbapa it waa beoauae there waa nothing new i n the 
apeecb. '1'h1a clearly diaappointld Rioa who aai~l •your 
report abould have interpreted the apeecb• . It locka 
favorable at laat , But tr0111 Barroa Jarpa not a word. 

II. 

~ the Daniah Miniater baa finally come and gone. 
I alone have f ought bta battle here agaitut the Qu1sl1ng 
deaignation, aa reported to the Department at various 
timea. When Lund arrived he called on me before aeeing 
the President and Miniater to get my suggeations as to 
b1a line with them , I told hlm I had poaltive aseurancee 
and that be aboald, in .y opinion, aay abaolutely nothing 
that would indicate the elighteat doubt aa to Chile'• 

The Honorable 
Sullntr Wtllea, 
--lrM.r Secre1;ary ot State, 

Waahington, D. c . 
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' att itude. He ea• the t wo or tioiala and reported to 
mo afterwards that he had rollowed thia oourae, that 
ho bad been moat cordially reoolved, tbat there wa1 
nothing in anythi ng they aald or in th~ir action t o 
indicate that bo waa in tho aligbteat danger , And ainoe 
then t bo Diplomatic Liat h&a been printed by the Govern­
ment and Lund ia down ae the Danlab Minieter . Re came 
to thank me botoro leaving and he eald he bad notified 
the Danieh Miniator in Waehi ngton that we bad been roa­
ponaiblo tor eavi ng him from an embarraeal ng aituation 
here . 

Ill 

I have reoe1ve4 aoth1Jic 1n repl7 to 111 two hleg!'UII 
recar41aa U. ORHICA tbe loo1allet orpn bere. Unln1 
we are able 11141reoh7, to help there, 1t leeM oertaln 
the paper will pall out, &114 11noe 1t 11 one of thl two 
onl7 papere bere tbat ba1 beta 4eu.nd1nc tbe breUJ.nc 
of relaUonl, &lid 11noe 1t hal pu 'be70114 all otherl 1n 
4efenle or our poe1tion, &114 a1noe the Soo1al11t P&l't7 11 
the 011e pro-uer1ou part7, a1 a P&l't7, 1t 1eeaed to .. 
that we O&IIIIOt po1elbl7 lt&ll4 b7 and let tb1a happen at 
th11 tiae. I underatand that 150,000,000 waa aade avail­
able to tbe Ooor41nat1on Co.a1ttae to aeet war naedl and 
... rgeno1el and th11 1apreaeel ae al an eaergeno7. And we 
have been appealed to. 

I oarta1nl7 reallae tbe delloao7 or 1uob prooeed1ngl . 
U. ORITICA 11 a part7 paper. It we are known to help it, 
1t 0a11 be interpreted a1 an intarftrenoe 1n internal 
poUUoa, thouch of oouru we are thinking of the paper a1 
a 1upporter of our pol107 01117. P'or that rea1on we have 
diaoua1ed the aatter with Daweon of the Bank and the propo1al 
•de to the Depart•ent 11 the onl7 one be ooul4 t1pre out . 

If w1 O&IIIIOt do th1a, 1t 11 unfortunate, ainoe the 
oeru.n h ba117 would siva thil paper or &117 other 125,000, 
sreatl7 • ore than we are oon1ider1nclutor ita 1upport 1n tht 
twlnklina of &II e7e. Ot oourae U. 0 TICA ooul4 not ba 
'bollcht b7 tbe 0.1'11&11 lllba117 for 1100,000 - whioh il all 
tbt • ore reaaon wh7 we O&IIIIOt be 1114ittereat to itl palling. 

Ve have 1pent aanJ thollaandl of the Coor41nat1on 
o-1ttaa tunda tor thlnga that 4o not re110tel7 approaoh 
t he 1aportanoa of th11. l &II fivinc 70u thil, not a1 a 
naw appeal, but a• &II ezplanat 011 ot t be po1lt1on of t h11 
lillbal17, an4 l 1ball not prtll the •tter aore. But unlen 
aoaethlns il dona apee4il7 it will be too lata. 

I 
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I lmow our poU.o7 ot lt&D41Dg enUrelr aloof tro• interference• ot otblr oountriet Internal affaire an4 Wboll7 ,ree in noraal t1aee. ~Yen now it il 1 aagnitioent•, but 'it 1 not war•, - not th11 war -1 I .. afraid we oannot tight 1n a bar roo• w1th drawing room unnere, or 11eet the Ja111 With 11eat oleaYel'e with ping pong .. lletl. 
With wal'llelt per~onal regarde, 

Molt e1noerel7 roure, 



T HE U NDER S ECRETARY or STATE 

W1-SH INGTON 

August 3 , 1942 

In accordance with our telephone conversation 

of yesterday , I am sending you herewith a copy or a 

letter dated August l which I have received from the 

Acting secretary ot war and which haa to do w1. th the 

policy ot our Government towarda Chile . 

The War Department was adviaed or the policy 

which we intended to pursue towards the other American 

Republica , as approved by you, prior t o the Rio de 

Janeiro Conference ot January 15 last. I have , t here-

tore, received this letter with very great surprise. 

In any event there appear to be expressed therein 

a considerable number or misapprehensions and an equal 

number of incorrect s t atements . 

No auggeations have ever been mads by this Gov­

ernment that we s hould t ake any action wwhich can be 

made to appear as a bri be ot munitions of war offered 

to Chile for breaki ng with the Axis Powers•, as 

The President, 

The White House . 
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expruaed in the war Department' a letter . Dtuaediately 

after Pearl Harbor the Chilean Government expreaaed 

ita desire to negotiate a Lend-Lease Agreement with 

ua, but we have replied that we would not be in a 

position to conclude auch an agreement until and unless 

Chile ind.ioated her intention of actively participating 

in measures for the defense of the Hemisphere. (Thie , 

of courae , is exactly the same position which we have 

taken with regard to Argentina, except that in the 

case of Chile we sent the Chilean Government laat 

winter four batteries and a raw airplanes eo that 

Chile could defend her strategic porta in the evant 

of a surprise attack by the Japanese . ) 

The President of Chile hae now aent you word that 

Chile will break relatione with the Axia Powers 1t 

this Government believes it necessary, but haa at the 

same time urged that when this atep is taken Chile be 

permitted to obtain from this country munitions or war 

and armament which we can spare , and which will put 

Chile 1n a better position to resist attack, should 

attack occur. I have informed the Chilean Government 

that we will consequently be willing to reach an agree­

ment with Chile aa to the nature or a Lend- Leaaa Agree­

ment so that such an agreement can be signed when and 



- 3-

if Chile t a kes the action which she bas said ahe will 

take . 

The moat astonishing feature in this letter, 

however, ie the two paragraphs wh1ch read : 

• oranted that such action would atop 
undeairable t rade with Japan and eli minate 
Axis influence in Chile, and granted that 
such action would have a good effect on 
Latin Ameri ca a s a whole, it must also be 
borne 1n mind that Chilean shipping, now 
i mmune from Axis a ttack, would be subject 
to hostile submarine action . 

"The main concern of the war Depart­
ment with respect to Ch1le from a m.1litary 
point of view is the supply of copper . How­
ever , it is believed that under present con­
ditions , Chile will continue to export this 
metal to the United States , as her failure 
to do so would result in an economic crisis . 
In the case or a rupture between Chile and 
the A.xia Powers, this supply might well be 
jeopardized. • 

As you know, there baa been no trade between Japan 

and Chile since Pearl Harbor. Furthermore, only a very 

small per centage of atra tegic materials, such as copper , 

exported from Chile to the United States is carried in 

Chilean flag ships. The great bulk or these materials 

is carried in United Nations flag ships . Under present 

conditions, therefore , if Japan were able to do eo, she 

would be sinking these United Nations flag ships on 

their way between Chile and the United States , but the 

truth or the matter is, of course, that if Japan were 
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1n a position to prevent Chile from sending us stra­

tegic lll&teriale even in Chilean !'lag ships, abe would 

undoubtedly do so were she in a position to take effec­

tive action 1n that regard, whe ther Chile broke diplo­

matic relations or not . 

It seems to me of vital importance that Chile break 
relations with the AXis Powers as promptly as possible. 

A break in rela tions ie of the highest degree of impor­

tance in our national defense interests because or the 

ract that the Axis embassies and consulates in Chile are 

not only today directing subversive activities 1n the 

other American Republica which have broken with the Axis 

but, a s you know, these missions are likewise sending a 
flood of intelligence to the AXis Governmen ta, reporting 
on conditions in tho United States , and what is probably 
more dangerous, reporting not only on the movements or 
our ships touching Chilean porte, but also on the move­

ments of United Nations sh ips throughout South America . 

Finally, if Chile breaks relations , I am fairly confi­

dent that Argentina ooul d not then stand out for long 

as the one country 1n the New World which had not broken 

with the Axis Powers. 

I have been concerned for some months past with 

repeated reports which have come to me that the Chilean 

and Argentine military and naval offioera in Washington 
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have been reporting to their respective governments 

that officers of this Government are telli ng them that 

we do not in real ity wish those two countries to break 

with the Axis Powers . Similar reports have reached 

me that the British military and naval officers in 

washington and in the capitals of the two countries 

in question have been telling high officials of the 

Army and Navy of Argentina and Chile exactly the same 

thing . This contusion as to policy has not unnaturally 

created very considerable doubt on the part of the 

Chilean Government, particularly on the part of the 

Chilean President , as to what our real desires might be . 

As you remember, the Chilean Ambauador is calling 

to see you this co~ Wednesday morning, August 5 . 

He will immedia t e ly report to hie President the state­

menta you wil l make t o him. I believe t hat if he under­

stands clearly that you hope that tho Government of Chile 

will break relations with tho Axis Powers because of the 

groat assistance which that will render 1n the defense 

of the western Hemisphere , favorable action wil l be 

taken i n the not too dis t ant future. 

Believe me 

yours, 

EJlC o 



SECRET 

The Honorable, 

COPY 

WAR DEPARTMENT 
Washington 

The Secretary of State . 

Dear Mr . secretary: 

) Itt.- ,. • Jl~ 7tJ 

l !I!!! I , ·- 9Y JIL 
August 1, 194.2 

I am i nformed that the Government of Chile, through 
its Ambassador in ~ashington, has informed our Govern­
ment that it will, if we should consider it desirable, 
break relatione with the Axis Powers, but that it could 
not maintain itself in power after such action unless 
the united States could transfer to Chile sufficient 
munitions of war for the defense of Chile . 

I also understand that you desire an estimate from 
the War Department as to the minimum amount of muni tiona 
which it would be necessary to transfer to Chile to 
insure her defense under the present clrcumatances, 
and in addition, a statement of what munitions the war 
Department could recommend tor transfer to Chile in 
order that she might break with the Axis Powers as 
above indicated. 

I think it proper to point out that, from the point 
of view of the War Department, the advantages to be de­
rived .by the United states from the breaking off of 
relations between Chile and the Axle Powers are question­
able. 

Granted that such action would stop undesirable 
·trade with Japan and eliminate Axis influence in Chile , 
and granted that such action would have a good effect 
on Latin America as a whole, it must also be borne in 
mind that Chilean shipping, now immune from Axis attack, 
would be subject to hostile sUbmarine action. 

The main concern of the war Department with respect 
to Chile from a military point of view is the supply of 
copper . However, it is believed that under present 
conditions, Chile will continue to export this metal 
to the United States , as her failure to do ao would 

• 
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reeul t 1n an economic erie 1e. In t .he case of a rupture 
between Chile and the Axis Powers, this supply might 
well be jeopardized. 

Moreover, should we take action Which can be made 
to appear aa a bribe or munitions or war offered to 
Chile for breaking with the AXis Powers, this action 
will become known to the other Latin American nations 
and cannot fail to cause resentment among those who 
have already declared war, or who are at present afford­
ing us material aeaiatance in the use of their territory, 
and for wHom we have been able to do very little i .n the 
way of Lend- Lease aid. 

Returning to the illlll8diate aubject of tranaterring 
munitions to Chile , I understand that you feel that it 
is not advisable at this time to obtain from the Chilean 
Government an estimate of what they consider necessary 
for their national defense. 

In consequence, I have listed in Annex "A" ot this 
letter, the more important items tor which the Chilean 
Government has t o date made official requests . Practi­
cally every item listed is critical . 

Lacking time to make a complete s t udy ot the 
defense needs of Chile , it is still possible to analyze 
some of the main considerations . 

It seems logical to assume that the most probable 
hostile action would be the shelling, by submarine, ot 
tha more important Chilean porta or the installations 
located near them. Those porta are Tocopilla, Antofa­
gasta, B&rquitoa, San Antonio and Valparaiso. Tho 
boat defense againat such aotion is the fire of properly 
placed light and medium artillery, of which the Chilean 
Army now bas an adequate aupply . In this connection i t 
may be noted that tho War Department baa already a~plied 
Chile with the materiel or four (4) batteries or 15Smm 
guns expressly for the purpose or defending all or the 
above-mentioned porta, except Valparaiso, to safeguard 
the copper supply . 

Leas likely, but atill poeaiblo, is a hostile air­
craft carrier raid 'directed at one or the above-mentioned 
objectivea. 
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Effective defense againat auch a threat would 
nacaaaitate combined air and ground forces, including 
especially anti- aircraft artillery. 

Aa will be noted from Annex "B" of this latter, 
the Chilean Army is reasonably wall equipped to s~ply 
the necessary ground forces except in the matter of 
tanka and anti-aircraft artillery, and consequently 
their request for field artillery and like items can­
not seriously be considered. 

The Chilean Army is deficient in combat aircraft, 
anti-aircraft artillery and tanka, and a requeat for 
these items is lo£ i cal , and the amounta raqueated are 
not excessive for the defense of the five localities 
listed above . 

Unfortunately these itema are highly critical. 

It ia unthinkable to taka such equipment from the 
bands of our troops, and in consequence, it could only 
come from future production. The allocation of means 
from future production is a function of the Munitions 
Assignments Board and the War Department could not , 
in the present circumstances or the foreseeable future , 
recommend the transfer of such equi pment to Chile, in 
the amounts requee ted. Combat aircraft is at present 
out of the question . 

However, appreciating the urgency of this situa­
tion and deapite the critical nature of the itema in­
volved, the War Department will recommend tr..ter of 
the following , 

a . 

b . 

20 - 37mm antiaircraft guns with 1500 rounds 
of ammunition per gun t o be available 
by September 1 , 1942 . 

30 - Mormon-Harrington light tanks to be 
avai lable by August 10, 1942. Thia 
type of tank is operated by three (3) 
men, armed with one (1) 37mm gun and 
three (3) caliber .30 machine guna. 

It is possible that at a later date, thirty (~0) 

of a slightly different type Mormon- Harrington tank 
may become available. This latter type employs a crew 
of four (4) men and is armed with two (2) ~7mm guna 
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and six (6) caliber .30 machine guns. Production 
difficulties with respect t o engines make it imprac­
ticable to set a delivery date for this type at present. 

In addition, I attach an Annex "C" of this letter 
certain other smaller items of equipment which could 
be recommended for transfer in moderate amounts. 

Sincerely yours, 

3 Incls. 
Annex "A" 
Annex "B" 
Annex "C" 

ROBERT P. PAT1'ERSON 

Acting Secretary of War 



Aueust 5 , 194~ . 

.,QJORiiiH:lf.J FOR :'HE. t>~IlJ1WT : 

Sumner Welle wanted the following 
message given t the Presiuent befor e he 
see~ the Chile n k~b&~~acor toc&y: 

11 1 have just r ece> J. vcd a lJer sonal 
message from t he For ei gn Minister 
of Br azil , which t ~c lls me that the 
President of Chile yesteraay tola 
ttle Bra.:ilian Government tna t the 
Chilean Government is only a1·.ai ting 
tue result of the l:'re ... iuent 1 s inter­
viev. tooay with the Chilean A:nbassn<ior, 
in making its uecis i on to break oiplo­
ma tic r cla t i olls \'lith tnc Axis . 11 



Beoauaa ot rap1c117 dndopln& obans .. hera 

. the oopy ot the leUar to Walle a ,a110loaed ,ma:y illtere at :you • It 

io a.oe reo.l1zec1 ,u a reoult ot :rov •tua eiallil" with Michele 

on the breall:ina ot relatione with the .lxlo ,and ailloe thb 1o 1:~ 

one thln& that R1oa hae be• n71D& he wee ni iln& tor ,and oilloa 

be hoe aaid repeate417 that he would break ill the oTent :you aaid 

eo,I oannot ~-- that he 11 solD& to break • .lnc1 Barroe 1arpae 

r1ght-&bout-taoa 1o oisnitioant ot the attitude ot R1oe. llothln& 

oould be more aign1tioan1: than Barroo larpo illeiotenoe that rq 

friend Cruze Coke aholl so alona with the Preoldent to Waehlnaton 

einoe he 1o a teed&r 1n the doman4 tttr tiDil tho break. And he 

1o the moat popular ma.n ill the Couernt1w part:y ,wh1oh,e.o a 

part :y,hae been oppoaed •• H1e peroonel popular1t:y,extendln& be:yonc1 

party lillla,ia ouoh that the part:y did oot dare e.ooept hlo 

reaignation e.e V1oe Preo1dant,b&ae4 on hie 11lab1l1t:y to aubeoribe 

to 1111 pol1o:y ,and ~ waa giwn absolute trMdOIII to tight tor 

the break. 

Bon,he.DI<.Un D .Roo enol i 
The White Holle•. 

With war.eat resarda, 
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8antiago, AU8Uit S, 19~2 

Dear Xr . Welle• : 

Ae I telegraphed , Oruz Ooke cam• to •• dir1ctl7 from hi• 
hour•e confe r ence w1th Sarro• J a rpe and I haYe eent rou thl 
eubetanoe ot the oonYereation. The Senator evident lr wae Yerr 
Yeheaent t or at one Juncture he telle me the Min1eter emillnglr 
touched h i m on the knee with the adacn1tion • not 10 loud•. Re 
told the Mi.n11ter t hat but tor hil long per1onal triendlhi p 
with h im he would athck him per ecnell7 b1caue1 hie pol1oy ot 
• 1qu1 vocal• . It appeare that Barros Jarpa wu moet cone 1liatorr 
and that he gaYe un•ietakable indicat i on• ot a radi cal 1bitt 
on bi1 part . When the Senator told him 1t wa1 •outragloue• 
and •almoet • r eaeon• t o have given plrm1ssion t o the author 
ot the book on the Rio Confe rence to apeak to the War College 
and eubtlr to at t empt t o 1noit e to rebellion b7 the Ar•r it 
diplo .. tio relation• w1th the Axil were broken, and de .. nded 
the right to reply before the 1aae bodf, Barroe Jarpe 1aid: 
"You ar~ abeolutelr right and rou ehall baYe pera1eeion•. 

Th~ M1n1ater told h i m ot the Michel• oonYer~&t1on with 
Roosevelt and sa id that our Prel i dent wa• Yeryt 1rm on th1 
neceaa1ty ot breaking relations, and the Mini1ter did not 1eem 
to reeent thi e but t o be reconci led t o 1t . 

More 11gn1t1cant, 1n • 1 opi nion, 11 the tact that he 1&14 
aleo Pre1 id1nt Roo1evel t i1 prepared t o i nY1te Riol to Wa sh­
i ngt on it aeaured ot hie aoc1ptance and that he, the Minilter, 
11 going to urge the Prelident t o accept. He .. 1d 1 1t 11 1101t 
1aportant• . And 1n the e•ent ot b11 going he la1d be t hought 
he ehould be aoco•pani ed b7 about t wo par liamentarian• and that 
Cruz Coke l hould be one ot th••· In Yilw ot the Senator•• 
po1ition thil certainly il lign1tioant . fbi Senator told him 
that he would not go unle11 allured that h11 own YiiWI were 
aooept ed and would be acted upon. I told the Senator I 
thought it well t or h1a t o go; that i n Y1ew of what Rio• 
po1itiY1l7 knove about our polit1on it would be incredible t or 
h1a t o go without t he 1ntent1on ot breaking. 

'!'he Honorable 
Suaner Welle~ , 

Onder Secretarr ot State, 
Waehington, D. o. 

\ 
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~h11 .orn1ng the new Con1ul to Loe Angela• , s enor 
O&rdenae Munos, o .. e 1n to 1a7 good- b7e. He 11 1nteneely 
pro-Aaer1oan and hae a 10n at Yale. He ea1d he had Jua t oome t roa Pree1dent R1oe who eeemed muoh pleased because, a e he told him, he had been or would be invited to Washi ngt on. The 
Coneul hae the impreeeion t hat the break ie inevi table . 

With waraeet pereonal regarde, 

81noerely yours , 

~ 
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Santiago, Auguet 11, 1~2 

Dear Xr. Vallee: 

The aemorandum or the oonTereatlon or Michele with 
you and the Amba• eador'e obserTatione call !or eome com­
mente from thia end. I am 1mpreseed eepeoially with the 
Ambaaeador'e diaobTary that the Preeident •wae greatly 
mlaintormed, not only in regard to public opinion and the 
viewa or the GoTernaent or the United States, eto.• Thia 
would eeem to be a most aerioue reflection upon ae, vhoae 
buaineae it ia t o properly in!ora thie GoTernaent along 
that line. Thie I haTe done time and time again, without 
nuaber, in diaoueaione with the roreign Minieter, but aa 
you haTe eeen, when report• continued to reach me that the 
Presi dent here had aaid he wae reliably i nformed that we 
were entirely eatie!ied and that he bad a mieconoeption 
of the feeling in t he United Statee, I aeked permiaalon to 
talk frankly, and oft the recor d , and did talk with him 
at hie muae with the roreign Minilter preeent, ! or almoet 
two hours. You yourself can judge from the long report I 
eent you on that conTereation whether there could haTe been 
any poeeible juetification tor the impl ication that I had 
not giTen him the real infor mation. 

Let me add here Iince the Chilean Ambauador in lfaeh­
ington preeumably wae reporting to hie GoTernment, it eee•• 
all the more remarkable t hat the Preeident ahould haTe been 
mit informed. 

Apparently the mieintormation reached the Preaident 
!rom Barroa Jarpa; and the miainformation reached hlm from 
Carlot DaTil& who it aee.d did aand information oppoeed 
to that I had giTen and preeumably to what Michels had eent. 

lor can there be any poealble excuee !or any mieunder­
etanding with the meabera of the Cabinet: I pereonally 
have talked otten with the leading members or the Mi nietry 
who not only did underetand the eituat1on but have been 
ineieting on the breaking or relatione. 

I agree with Michel'• explanation or Barroa Jarpa 1 e 
attitude i n part. Ae I bave made clear to you, I have 

thought 

The Boaorable 
lu.ner Wlllu, 

Vaehington, D.O. 
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thought that having taken euoh a pronounce~ etand i amediately 
after taking office, hie pereonal pride had become involved, 
making it difficult tor him to ahitt without eome epecitic 
reaaon. But I do not aacribe hi• t oraer etubborneee to that 
ae the primary reason. I oam convinced that he hae been 
t hinking or the eeltiah i ntereet or a little group or Chilean 
money 8akere vho have been making money ba.nd over fiat under 
exieting conditione, notably the ehipping company, and vho 
vant no disturbance ot the etatue quo. That ia alto t he viev 
ot Orut Coke. 

II 

We nov come to the Ambaeeador•a etatement that the 
policy ot the Br itieh Embaaer and the Britieh colony ia 
~iametrically oppoeed to our policy; that the commercial 
lntereete of the Britllh here are ine1st1ng day by ~ay that 
Chile ehould no t break relat ione; and that the reason tor the 
attitude or Eabasey and Colony ia that they believe the oom­
a erioal preponderance in Chile of the Britiah vil l be beat 
eerved it relations a re not broken. 

I have not heard from any ot our people or members or 
the Britiah Colony engaging in that open propaganda. I 
ehall take paine to inveetigate diecreetly. But it aeema to 
1111 not i mprobable. When the Wlllingdon Comm1eeion vas here 
I was much impressed by the tact that --

(1) The mambera or thie co .. iaeion in their apeechee, 
and talk• aaong people generally, had little to • AY about 
the var an~ that they seemed entirely concerned with poet­
war trade vith Chile after the war. 

(2) That the co .. ieaion vas compote~ a lmoet excluaively . 
ot banker• and induetrialieta, or the Tory eleaent that 
vae vith Chamberlain and hie polioiee, and that all vith 
vhom I talked very noticeably moderated their praiee or 
Churchill . At heart th1e group eee .. d to me to be ot the 
old appaaeer e lement and not friendly to Churchhill. 

Later vben Lord Davideon wae here I talked alone vith 
him t or more than an hour and I vas a bit ehocked to not1oe 
in h1a the eaae trend or thought . 

But that vhioh hat d1aturbed me moat has been the tact 
that the Eabaeay here baa g iven very eoant eupport to us at 
tbe Foreign Office. Orde, the Aabaeeador, in eeveral caeee 
baa eaid that be bad not put in a lick i n that quarter 
beoauee be 1 bad no i netruotione from London• . He talke to 
ae pe reonally ae thouab he would like to eee relatione 
vi th the Axle b rob, but he appear• a bit acadeaio a bout 
1t, and be talke to ae like an oute1der apeotator obeerv1ng 
a tight that intereete h1a moetly ae a epectator. Be 

oerta1nl:r 
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oertainl7 haa made no effor t to help at the Poreign orrioe 
in thie regard. Ria poeitlon eeeme to be that einoe the 
breaking or relatione with the Axil oonoerne only the 
American nationa that formulated the agreementa or Rio, it 
would do harm to ue and our fight tor a European Power to 
inter.ene . I get the dietinot i mpreaal on that he triee to 
oon•er t he idea to me that the Briti lh Embaeey ie playing 
our game b7 etaring out. 

III 

I know or no earthl7 reason WhY "The Socialiet and 
Radicals do not feel that they ha•e any real contact with 
the Jmerioan Embtssy•. I ha•• bad repeated and cloee con~ 
taote regularlr itb Schnake, the real leader or the 
Socialiete, and with Marmaduke Oro•• the bead or t he partr. 
I ba•e bad Schnake at the bouee &t lunch with two or three 
men alone •e•eral timea. Gr o•e eeeme me often. Among the 
Rad ical l eader• I have close cont act with Marcial Mora, tor­
mer Minister or Foreign Affaire and or Finance and head or 
the Party ; with Saenz, f ormer roreism Min ister andthe tlret 
man t o be elected b7 the Popular Yront, and with Labaroa, 
termer Minister of the Interior ee•eral times and an out­
etanding leader or the partr, and with numerous others. 
The onl7 oritioiem or areelt I have heard, bet ore t h ie , hae 
been that I did not oultiYate the R1ghte - which ia al so 
untrue. 

I euepect that the Aabaeeador gete hie informat ion 
from eome member• ot hie part7 with whom we do no t ha•e 
intimate oontaote. We cannot att empt to ha•e euoh relat ione 
with >11 the members or the Party. !t would be bad policy. 
There ie a great deal or jealouer in t he Radical party. 
So much eo that it hae be~n i n t he habit or t hrowing out 
the Preeident or the Part y at i nter.ale of two or three 
months eYer ainoa I came to Chile. Rowe•er, it he will 
indicate epecitic pereone we ehould oultiYate we ehall be 
glad to do eo. 

But tht Aa-.eador•e etatement t hat members of mr starr 
maintain eocial contact •aolel7 with elements or the Ri ght" 
~ die t inctly not true, and abeolutely ralee. Heath 
-.. R1gb,1ate at hie houee but be doe• haTe Socialia ta and 
Radicale; LJon hal in•aluable cont act• wlth the Righte, but 
he hae at hie houee manr leaders or the Lett and goea to 
their partie•, and, ae otticer i n charge or cultural 
relatlane, h11 intimate contact• with the lntelleotuale 
bringe him into oloae touch with ~ttiete almo et entirely. 
Brooke social oontaota are almost entirely with t he partlee 
or the Lett beoeuee t hey are in power. rauat, who r eported 
politioe, bad eoarcelr any oontaota with the Rights and 
elmoat too intimate contact• with the Lett r inoluding the 
Communil ... 
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Thie, I think, cove r a the ground as far a s a ny dieagree­
ment as to f acta are concerned. The re ie no poee i ble reaeon 
why any Seor,tary need be sent here t hat the Letl~eta can eee 
frequently; Aince t hey c an eee t he peoR)e now hear frequently 
it ther wish; since member• or t he eta t r do see them frequently; 
and einoe it ie notorioue here t hat I am alwaye gl ad to eee 
any man 1n public lite on a human bae1a and without regard to 
protocol, a matter oft en commented on by the press here ina 
complimentary way. There is no need t or sending anotje 
Secretary here f or that purpose. 

Mio~ele acted precisely ae he should while here, but it 
is well to bear in mind t hat he ia a very active politician, 
with his own group of friends in hie Party whom he wishes to 
see predominant in the Party and he probably wiahe a to aee 
t hem on i ntimate terms with the Embs say since i nstead of 
being detrimental to a politician now days it i s very 
advantegeoue. 

IV 

Cru~ Coke ia to make a epeeoh on international a f faire 
in the Senate today , a ccording to t he pres s . He hadtold me 
of hie intention. Whethe r this il good or bad at this 
Juncture is conjectural. I t would eeem t o me t o have been 
bette r if he had made the speech outeide the Senate, s i nce 
in the Senate hie speech may give an opportunity f or our 
enemies to apeak also, and I doubt if Rioe ia anxious to 
have a f urioue fight on a s he approaches action on the 
breaking or relatione. 

Returning to the Mi chele r eport about the British oppoei­
tion to the b r eaking of r e l at ione: Senator Horacio Walker, 
ver y pro-Englieh , or Engl i sh extraction, certainly pro­
demoofat1o, and hoetile to t he AXis openly, ia nevertheleae 
oppoeed to the breaking of relatione. He has cloeebontaote 
with the Brit i eh EmbaseJ. That ma1 be eignificant. 

Wi th warme et regarda, 

Sincerely yours, 
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WASHINGTON 

Auguo t 22. 1 942 

MJ dear Kr. Prea14enta 

I ha·n raoe1ve4 r our 11emorand1111 ot Auguat 12, 

1~42 tranlllitting a latter ot Auguat 4, 1~42 troa 

Alllbaaaador Bowera at Santiago, Chile. 

A draft ot a auggaatad repl7 to Ambaaaador Bowera 

1a anoloae4 11gnature it JOU appron. 

Bnoloaureaa 

1. Froa Ambaaaador 
Bowara, Auguat 4, 1942. 

2. Rapl)' to Aabaaaador 
Bowara. 

'!be Praa14ant, 

'!be White Bou••• 
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PS F·.~ 

Dear 1!r ~sident :-
:rrom .. nral reliable quartera I han it that 

Preeident Rioa baa said preoiaaly what he Mid to ma,--that ia,that 

it we ny that the breaking of relatione with the Axia 1a helptul 

or naoeaaar7 in the winning ot the war be will break ;but that he 

ia a bit oonoerued laat there be aama trouble and be told me,aa 

ha ap~ntly baa aaid to others, that in that eTent he would l1D 

to feel that he oould oount on the support ot the United sta tea • 

.i.a I wrote before ,atter haT1q aaid thie onoa ,be followed 

ma to the door to reUarata it • .i.nd beoauae ot that I haTe auggaated 

that it would be helptul it I were authorized to aa:r to h1m that 

in the ennt of trouble rrom the Nazie he _. oould oount on 
.(A,II' 

our eupport. I han had -. reply to that auggaation• 

Rioa ae ... primarily oonoernad laat thia trouble take tbe 

form ot atrill:aa in the nitrate and ooppar fielda,and he haa 

apeoitioel.ly mentioned the ooiiiiiiUilhta in thoae tielda • Thia aeea 

stupid to ma,but it oontorma with hie oharaotar,ainoa ha ia a 

Rishtaat at heart ,and unfriendly to tho ocmmmiata whoaa 8o,ooo 

Totea elected him• It Mama 1nore4ible to ma that at thia junoture 

the O()ID!!!•»iata would be interested in etopping the acOUIIBll.ation ot 

war material to be uaad a85inat Bitler. I auapaot there ma:r be 

acme Jlazi ai!I8Jlta in theaa field• pod~ ae o01111111111ata ;and there 
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no doubt are Nazia,lacia•• and Spaniah 1analgiata in these mines 

,unknown to the maDagel'll. Contreras I.abaroa ,oommuniat leader here, 

has been told indirectly tro111 ue that in the ennt ot any ot~an«e 

he muat .. e to it that hie l*)ple go right and ~ haa giftll the 

aaaura.noe. 

I underetand that Miot..la wUl tomorrow gin you a pereonal letter 

t'rolll Bios an4 aeauM that your reply will oa. 1ll the 111*11 pouoh to 

118 tor peraonal delinrJ to the President. I haYe not ;ret t..erd 

what Kiot..b reported to Rlll an4 WeU.a ,and I oannot well aot 

with intelligence hare unleH I • kept completely intol"'lllld ot 

the prooee41Dge there. I aaa11111e the report h on ita wa:r b;r oourt1er 

But 1n Tin ot the taot that I thiDlc Bioa ready to break and 

Barros larpe. 1a not ,it is 1110at important that I haTe reaeons tor 

seeing Rioa without interterenoe tram Barros larpa .Your letter 

1ll reply to Rioa will g1Ye me the reaeon. 

The aituation 1a del1oate a111oe I llllat oont1nue to deal with Barros 

Jarpa and pretend to belieTe 1n hie ainoerety ,and without 811 

exouae I oannot well aak •o aee the President without aroueing hie 

auapieiona and incurring hie diapleaaure• 
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Dear Mr. Presidentl-

Blillbua:r of the 
United States of America 

Santiago, August '• 19'2 

From several reliable quartera I have it that 
Preaident Rioa baa said precisely what he said to me,--that 
ia, that if we aay that the breaking of relatione with the 
Axia ia helpful or neoesaar:r 1n the winning of the war he 
will break; but that he is a bit concerned leat there be 
some trouble and he told me, aa he apparently has aaid to 
others, that in that event he would like to feel that he 
could oount on the support of the United States. 

As I wrote before, after having said this once, he 
followed me to the door to reiterate it. And because ot that 
I have suggested that it would be helpful if I were authorized 
to say to him that in the event of trouble from the Nazis 
he could oount on our support. I have had no reply to that 
suggestion. 

Rios seems primarily concerned lest this trouble take 
the form of strikes 1n the nitrate and copper fields, and 
he baa specifically aentioned the communists in those 
fields. This seems stupid to me, but it conforms with 
his character, a1nce he ia a Rigbtest at heart, and 
unfriendly to the communists whose 80,000 votes elected 
him. It seems incredible to me that at th1a juncture the 
communists would be interested in stopping the aocuaula­
tion of war material to be used against Hitler. I suspect 
there may be aome Nazi agents 1n these fiel ds posing aa 
communists; and there no doubt are Nazis, Fascists and 
Spanish Falanghte 1n these mines unknown to the managers. 
Contreras Labarca, oommuniat leader here, has beeri told 
indirectly fr0111 ua that in the event of an:r change he 
must aee to it that hie people go right and he has given 
the assurance. 

I understand that Michele will tomorrow give :rou a 
personal letter from 'Rioa and aaa\llle that your reply will 
come in the pouch to ae for personal deliver:r to the 
President. I have not :ret heard what Michele reported to 
Hull and Welles, and I cannot well act with intelligence 
here unless I am kept completely informed or the pro­
ceedings there. I asauae the report 1a on ita wa:r by 
courier. 

But 1n view of the tact that I think R1oa ready to 
break and Barros Jarpa is not, it is aost important that 

I have 



I baye reaaoru 
Barroa Jarpa. 
the rea1on . 
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tor aeetng Rioa without 1nterterenoe from 
Your letter 1n replf to R1o• will g1Ye ae 

'l'be lltuation 11 delicate Iince I must oontlnue to 
deal w1 tb Barro1 Jarpa and pretend to believe 1n bll 
einceritr, and without an exouee I cannot well a1k to aee 
the Preddent without arouaing bla aup1ci ona anc1 incurring 
bla dlapleaaure. 

With waraeat regarda, 

8incerelr, 

Ron. Franklin D. RooaeYelt 
The Wh1 te Houee • 

CLAUDE G. BOWERS 

(Written 1n Pen) - I haye no dOubt there ia a good 
explanati on but r ou should know 

that among the -••ea here , our trienda and not 
communlltl the failure ot Br1ta1n and tbe u.s. t o 
aaaiat Ruaala 1a creating auap1ciona and a Yerr bad 
1Jipre11ion. 

• 



Dear Olo.ude: 

'1'HE VRIT! ROUSE 
'f ASH INOfON 

' 
Your letter or Aw•.s t 4, vas or oartioultor in­

teres t. I t oonf1r~a my ~reaa1on tha t devel on=ents 
i n .:h1le .. re -.rooeedi alon. tl'• ril"h t l i r.ea. I 
lu:.ve cUac"saed wi t Su:aner el••• the :>oi~·" raJ.eed 
by J'r-eal~ent Ri a c. ' I underata;:;'l t :e.t he h• a.l r cacy 
i nt rmc~ you or our noi~ t or view. 

I ao oonfi den t thr: t the noel tion we lulva t 'lken 
\·111 be CO ':l"'let 1' antlefcctory t. ur Chilean f rlenda . 

/it boat wlahea, 

Very sincerely 1 >ura , 

The Honor a ble 

Cl aude G. Bowers , 

Aserloan Aabaasador, 

:Sant i ago. 

-
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Santiago, August 25 , 1942 

My dear Mr. President: 

I enclose herewith a copy or a letter to Welles 
which I think conta i ns important suggestions. You will 
note that I was not mistaken in my original estimate 
or Ales sandri when he was in Was hington . I am convinced 
that he dlct~tes the policy or Barros Jarpa. But t hat 
the latter needs no prodding from him . The Foreign 
Minister ' s cousin, a complete Ns~i tool, i s Chi lean 
Ambassador in Berlin and i s report i ng , even by telephone 
to Barros Jarpa all the pr opaganda handed him by Goebbele; 
and this ls hurried t o Rioe. The attitude or the Fore i gn 
Minister is utt er ly i nexpl i cable. The Chinese Mi ni s t er, 
a very able, p l a in- speaking gentleman, t alked with h im 
tor an hour and then reported to me. He round Barros 
Jarpa hol d ing strange views . Hie tal k certainly i ndicat ed 
a reeling that Germany wil l win - tor he no doubt has 
f requent assurances or thi s sort from t he Na~i Ambassador. 
The Foreign Minister said the world is changing t o a new 
order and Chile must have men i n Tokyo and Berlin so she 
can watch the development; which certainly sounds as 
though he i s convinced that the AXis will determine the 
new order . 

\ 

Three cheers f or your statement about the trying and 
execut ion or the gangsters and assassins among German com­
manders responsible for the maee assassinations in the 
conquered countries. I had said many times that since thie 
is a gangster war, in which all the laws of war and humani ty 
are scrapped, the gangsters after the vict ory cannot be 
trea t ed as honorable de feated soldiers and must be dealt 
wi th as sommon assass ins. or course , that dates back with 
me fo r six years. 

With warmest regards, 

The Honorable 
Franklin Roosevelt , 

The White House , 
Washington, o.c. 

Sincerely yours, 

~f/. htu(.k, 
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Santiago, August 25, 1942 

Dear Mr . 'ilelles: 

If you are interested, I have eent a despatch on Wa ldo 
Frank'• visit. He placed hi meelr absolut ely under my 
guidanc e and did not move a finger without coneultation. 

I have been disappointed by the editor ial tone or 
~t or the prees on the Brazili an e1tuat 1on. All the papers 
exp reae a complete solidarity with Brazil and diegust over 
the action or Germany and Italy. But I have no doubt the 
press, aside from t he Oommuniet and Soc1al1et papers, took 
t he ir cue f r om the Foreign Office. It seemed significant 
to me that President Rica' paper, LA HORA, refra ined from 
comment for f ortyeight hours. 

I find lit t l e to enthuse me in t he r eply or Barros Jarpa 
t o Aranha and but little in the President's telegr am to Vargas. 
Oracle, t he Brazilian Ambaeeador, with whom I am in very close 
contact, eeemed fairly eatisfied. But when I called his at­
tent1oq to t he fact that the refer ence t o Br azil 's chang e in 
policy being justified by new concrete facts, may be inter­
preted as meaning that Chile will act likewise when she 
hae •new concrete facta• - that i s an attack on Chile or her 
ships - he thought there might be something to it, and wae 
leaa '\tiefied. 

As a matter or fact the President coul d have promptly 
broken relatione on the Brazilian attack and I am told he 
would have had genera l eupport . I t hink he has mi eee4 a boat. 

That which alarma 
He hae no imagi nation . 
moral courage. And he 

me ie thie : Rioe is not a 
No flare. No initiative. 

ia eae1ly • wayed . 

etrong man. 
Litt l e 

Our situation il thil: Barros Jarpa, who is resorting 
to everything in an effort to prevent the breaking or rela­
tione ie in position to eee Rice daily and tell him whatever 
he wiehee in eecret. Ro one elee hae that privilege . That 
pute ue at a dieadvantage . In a f ew days I ehall eee h~m 
under the pretext or putt ing myeelf at hie diepoeal regarding 
any phase or his visit to the States and he may give me an 

The Honorable 
Sumner ltellea 

Under Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. c. 

opening 
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opening to say that s i nce he has sold he is prepared to break r•elations I think it best tor him to act before going, since in that event he would gat a popular ovation. Hie pride ls conspicuous , or rather hia vanity, and t hat may have effect. 

But t hi s s eems worth considering : Would it be poss ible tor you in ta l ks with Mi ohela to comment on the tac t that Barros Jarpa i s at t he Preaident's elbow, probably not in­capable or misrepresent ing things, and that it would be wall t or Michele t o write frequently directly to Ri os a nd not depend on his despatohee t o Barros Jarpa r eaohlng him. Michels is in posit i on to make it clear to him that -

1) '<le understand t hat be hae sa id without quali­
fic a t i on t hat he will do whatever Roosevelt thinka neoeesa r y or helpful in the winni ng or the war, ln 
the defense or the United St a tee and the American 
nat i ons. That he has ins tructed Mi chele to say as much to Pr esi dent Roosevelt ahd the Department. 

2 ) That President Roosevelt has replied that 
he thinke t he br eaking or r~latione absolutely neoeesary. 3) And that we naturally aasume that he will 
br eak rela t i on e before lea ving tor the Statee . 

He can e&y t hat t o Ri os where I cannot, without apoearing to bring •pressure•. 

In t h ia connection here is something that beare out my orten repeated ata t ement that Arturo Alesssndr i is running Barros Jarpa and ie primarily responsible tor t he latter 's poaition. Sorriano, former Spanish Republican Ambassador, 
a very clever man, came to ae the other day t o report on a remarkable converaation with Arturo Alesaand ri whom he knows very well . Re round Alaeeandri in a very exc ited state, holding forth with great bitterness ags inst t he United States as a powerful country trying to impoae ita wi ll on little Chile. He attacked us all along the line and became ao excited that Sortano asked hill, "why are you ao excited". 

This can be interpreted ae a good omen. ~r Barros Jarpa hae tol~ hi m tha t a brekk teems scheduled 1t woul d account tor hie excitement and fury. 'fbere 11 no doubt that Barroe Jar pa is working Tery i ntimately vlth Aleasandrl. In 117 peraonal contaota wich Aleeaandri he 11 most cordial a nd even flatteri ng , but I haTe no t aeen bill recently. I can ee• now why Barros Jarpa was so anx1ove to eend hi m to Washi ng t on. 
The priMary purpose or thie latt er 1e t o make the euggest1on about Michele mainta ining direct end i ntimate contact with Preaident R1oa. 

Despite 
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Despite all thi s , the general fee l i ng is t hat Chile 
i s about to break. Gonzal ez Videla, Chilean Ambaesador 
to Br zil, who bar t l y mtesed the Presidency and whom I 
r eported as clearl1 our man ln t he Presidentia l primar y, 
told my daughter in Rio that Chile will break by the last 
o f October . But he is a militant democrat andhas bet n 
with us from the beginning. 

wi th warmest personal regards , 

Sinoe~a~ 

• 
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'l'ha i!ODDrable 
311J11ler tlel.los, 

Under uecre t.ar:r or State, 
••llhill&t on , D. C. 

Daar Mr . r.alloa: 

You .,.,. be interested in "" ualyah of tha pera:>Jlllal ~bat 1s to accoc­

pa~ .1-raaid.atlt R.!oa to Ul 11:1'ton, aant b:r cebla Au..uat 28\11 . 

Alva r ez, lnlotor or Co.-ree, Ia one ot tho .,Mbera or ~he I.:J.nllltry 

that baa atoO\l out tratJkl y aa faTOri"R a break i ng or rol.et i Ot\8 with ~ho Axle. 

!Ia i a a.n engineer, a Rad.1eal , and h&T1"4 had two yaara train ill& i n a b11d 

una i n 1aaour1 be s,.alca J:n~rllab like a •t.ha, an.. i a an any m.n t.o .•t. 

alont with at llll t.!11011. It 1a rort.WI&ta that be h to F . 

Ben Cobon, Allbaeaador in BoliTla , you know. You lr.llOW ni a re:!Atlonah i pa 

in Amerioe and bo alwa ys poaaa with •• aa a ~reat trieAd or ours . I ~b1nk 

ba 1a. !Us raat aabl tion bu b .. n t o be Ad>aoaador at l.aab1~n, but be 

baa bean a b H tri clr::r and aiU rt:r ill po11Uca and be baa oo cballca. Ue outbt 

t o be n t !l ue on the .-111 1uue ud r,robabl:f ia, but. be 1a a worae berpillcr 

than Roaaetti , l u afraid . You Jr:now h i a t ype . Berr011 Jarpa says be Ia 

soine boceuao o r bia taaili a rity with ~be ~ricaa aoana . 

Ban Claro 1a tba ann or ..... no bad .... ,. .U.rican COWleoti .. n • &114 Wbo 

r~praaODhd Aloariean carpora•1ona •• a lawyer. 1:'1an hi s t'athar died 111 l. aw 

Tort we 18Dt Ran 111 our l>Gabar to ••t tbe a!Up. a. 1a 'feq bri&bt , b~ 

with that br1 £btaeaa which likaa t o diapl&T i tealt i n d1eputat1oo. He waa 

io oiaah1ngt oo about t.wo yaara ago and l t hi.Dic b• •• 70u. lla •• f r&s14ant 

I(O<IIaTalt. and oaJM back nr7 liiUcb aat up about. it. . But. a t ay tlouea as rq 

cueat. at oookt.a1la and 4LIUI&r. ha baa bean Cl'l'arh• r<l 1J: con ... raati on• cr1t1-

c1z111c ua bacauea or our blc inTaat.a.aou :..r.. 1 ha ... h eard. tb!lt. be 1s ap111st 

braak111& r alaUooa, but. t.o • • he CP .. 110 t\Lrt.har t.ba11 t4 eay that. whlla 

relati one auat. be broken e00111r or later DD sr-ewr e aua t. be bro\l('ht. La 

epaalr.a ODf!l lah liko a natl .... lle 1o wall placed 1o tho Radi cal porty and 

waa .. erat.ar7 ot a.loa •a oaapolen c~ttu. I t.bick he "'•• bltt.erl;f <IU­

aprol llted .mea ottared DO place 1a t.lle k1lllatr7, Md l &uapaot this daa1s­

nat.1oa ia -..t. •• .,ot.b i Q; qrqp. But 1t treated with t;raat. cona1darat1oll 

1 baYe 110 doubt. be would tuor our policy - plet.al)". 

Caotelbllll>oo, .1-rui ·lent ot t.ha Uouaa ot De,I)Utiea , tor~~tr vraa!dont ot 
t.ha f<adical port.:r, l a t.boroiiCbl.r 4-oratic aa4 a Tery decant aan tenarnlly. 

1 u tol d t.bat ha •oul d ba aora auraaa1Tal:r ror braakln,. r•lat.1ollS but tor 



tbo !net that there aro •ny Oer:ane amone b1a cona tituonto, He 1a " 
f riend , howner, or Conalu Yl dela, Aabuador now 111 Rio , and 100et 
llilltantly our !r1end , and 1 ~ bia lest at a acall di 1111er 81Teo b7 
Conaln when hera . l woulA put 111m ~wn aa witb ua, 

a&z:r.nach• , Sooial1at. , 11 deocri bed t o a.a b7 llarroe Ja.rpa aa •a 
Sool aliat but Tory deoent , • wr.ioh 1o praise Indeed , or course he Ia .&111-
tantly for brealdng relat1on.a . Though I !laTe ,. .. or h""rd h1a , he i a aid 
to be a !ina apoaker, 

S011ator l!orn'n Videla, wbo baa bean a dded ai nee Barros Jarpa ga'fl • 
tba liat , i a a l•adical, a lllllil of trOCt a b ill t y , lllld eaaant1ally frllndly 
to ue and our cauo . He knows tha United Sto.t ee and epeal<a .i.'ll&llab per­
fectly. He i s an axpart on a111arala an4 I auspoct he i a a dded witb t ho T iow 
to a b it of bnrso.1nill& on the pr i c e or llinorala, 

ln addition thare ora o~bere wit h no political a ieni ticanco, au oh a a 
Valenzuela, of t be Pro~eol of fi ce , a military aida , a pr ivate secretary. 

It ia not definitely dater~inad t hat larealo Ru!z , former Sub-Uin i ete r 
ot l"oro i gn Arfeire wbo= you ut at Rio, and now Secr etary Oonoral or tbe 
l'r oa i dont , will go , Barros Jarpa oaya he uy go , oi nce tho h ·osident 
leola be •must baYe a confi dent ial a dviso r on the dalega~ion.• Tbia i a 
rather d isconcerting, 1 baTe knowh Ru!z tor three years and a c coninced 
that he 1a altor etller wrong on the war, t hat his &YJ~P&thlea sro wrong . 
Wb.., Roeeot ti ~~&e .IUnietor he 1m1 01.1.1" f riend hero , Jue~ aa Ru!z waa against 
ue under cover. I hope be 1a l ett at boae , You ay haTe ron~ed a dittor­
ent opinion ai Ri o but tll ay inatinote , wh ich are generally relieble , 
worn .. tb.ot ba 18 not our i'r1end , However , be 1o not a strong man Wld be 
will fall 1n w1tb wbotaYer R{os wants . h"Ten so you Will observe that t he 
dalagat1oo 1a onrwballllinel7 wit h u , 

l tb1Aii: thla i:llbaoay obou.ld be proaptly t'unliebed with t ho prograa 
r;biob llarroa larpa tolla me bee beon - de out for R{oa's Yis lt. 

'llbaJI Rool<et allar coliOa I .,. arn~t~giDG a di iUler t o 1Cbich all who oo­
COIDJlUIJ ltloa and l!erroe Jarpa will be 1nTi tod , along with otbera like 
Cruz Colot wbo are with ua , and CrucbQ£a , lObo l an a~~re is aoat t ri en41J 
t o ue. 

ll. 

I aa o..r1oua about your coavor sat1on wit b ll1cbola a bout Crucbage 
and lr.ax J>rriarh. Di d IUcbale t ry to defend the le t t or'l ! •• dellgllte4 
with your r eply, 11ax ia our open enell,)' , an4 eiooe be ia a lliaorly sort 
of por aon l evapaot that be ia 'prof 1till& tinanoially b7 bl a daTot1on t o 
the fa&an an_,, t llouch bio atoak 111 trade h t bat be 1a a 110at pi oua 
Catholic , a profealional., 

xn. 
Real Cathollca hua are 110ra end aore ooaing onr. 1.4 111 Opai n , our 



enuiea aaong t.h .. are or the old t'eudal l stlc arUtoc:rao:r who uM nl1-
Gion aa a cloak ro:r thei r aeltiab political enda . On ay Yi ait t o Con­
oapo16n 1 called on tba Archbishop , wbo aa.aad aoat appreciative,end to 
1117 a•ucent ba and the Bishop appoered at the station to aee De ott 1A 
a ra.ln storm. 

On Yi aitin& the 360 :r .. r old church ot' Sao Yranci aoo hera I found 
that becau .. ot a ~ on thu cloister• whioh the church cannot stand it 
-• tboue;bt neceaaary to t.Mr down i>art or the buJ.ld1ag and 11ll the 
ground. It aeamad auch Ya11dali1111 to 111 t.bat I asked tha priest tor till 
data and told ha I would ••• it', a a en i ndiTidual, 1 could do 111:rth1ng 
about i t . I oaw Barros J'arpe , tol d biJ!I it waa none or ay buai neae , tbat 
I waa speaki ng to him aa an i ndividual , with a hi s torian ' • reYerenoe tor 
historic t hiaga and as a lonr ot Sentlego , and naked 1t a way could not 
bo foUDd to prevent t hla destruction . lie was nowedly ~t.Naed and equall,y 
plauad, and be s aid be would see what could ba done. The problem hu 
bean solved. San :i'rancleoo hea been eand. 1uu2 Barros Jarpn hae given 
tha fact , together with tbe correepondenoe , t o the prase. 

Saturda.Y tba corner atone or a new buildin& or tbe catbollc Un1nr­
aity , to replace on" burned, waa laid, I waa i r.vlted , We had m de a 
goOd contri button. The Cntholla Alllbe.aaadora ot Poria and Boliv 1e were 
preaent and the catholi c ij ini atar or roland . To my eurpriaa I waa put 
between the Jlluncio and the Archll iahop , and when t he parch:lent s croll waa 
signed , rirat by t ho Nuncio , then the Archbishop , I wea again surprised 
wba~ I Wll asked to aign on tho first Una with tbaa , 

I think we have coopletaly wiped out the old notion thet wo are a 
pe.ga.n an4 an anti-catholic aatlon , 

\'Jarmeat regards , 

Sia oarely, 



Se.ntiago,September IO,I~2 

Dear Mr President:-

I am writing Welles about aame important developments 

but auume be wUl convey the information to you it he thinks it neoeuary 

are advisable. This is a personal letter. Some time ago I viii ted the 
I 

colonial ohuroh ot San J'ranoieoo,ohuroh ud monutery ,built ~0 years agO 

and ODe ot the most precious poeeeeeion ot Santiago . The priest told me 

that while tbe buildings were ex.mpt rrom ~tion there wae a tax ot 

2000 peaoe a 110nth on the oloietere whioh are the moat ollarmin8 • It 

would be neoeeeary he eaid,eadly,to tear down part ot the ohuroh and 

monastery ud sell the cloietere. I told him I woul d eee it anything could 

be done • I went to Barros larpa u an individual/ not ae u Ambaesador, 

aa a historian w i th a renrence tor historic things, ud told him 1 

thought it would be a trasedJ'· He wae amazed but manifestly pleased and 

he add he wouldi interest himeelt. A.e a result the tax hae been reduced 
I 

to o&oo peeoe a month ud the ancient church is saved• Barros Ja.rpa then 

gave the preu my letter to him and hie replJ' , and the preae baa been 

tilled with tuleome praiee ot me. Today I received tram the rather ot 

the kT&nciecane the following: 

"The ~ather ot thr Providencial P ot the Franoiacana greets you 

attentivelJ' and thank. you in the name ot the .rrancboaa molllte t or the 

enormous tavor which you have done them in using your good ottioee betore 



the Chilean Gonrnment ao that the internal taxea on tho real estate or 

our r.:onastery ot san li'rancoso is lowered and the church and monaatery 

saTed tram destruction. Ood bleae the Ambaaeador•. 

I did thie becau .. I actually wae intensely interested but it has , 
created aomething ot a Hnation 111110ng the Catholics who delU&e me with 

lettera • I am giTillg Luoa de l a Tena tbo Speniah Ambassador sent hare to 

mobilize the Catholics against aa a run tor his money and 8111 doing more 

t or tha Catholics and getting more credit tr<D them than ha. 

I also interTened ,u you may lcllow, to pre'ftnt Chile trom deposing Lund 

, the Danish Minister trom his poet to make way tor a ~uialing appointee, 

as waa done in Argentine • I waa aucceaatul through aeTeral derloee and 

it may interest you to lalow that Lund lcllowa J. did it and has just written 

me a.a tollowa : 

"1 want to thank you again moat sincerely t or your brilliant guidance and 

help in tbo matter which we may oall my continued recognition in Chi.le . It 

was a beautitul piece ot diplomatic skill". 

I understand that Lund has eo intormed tbo Danish Lliniater in Washington 

and the UOTermnent in London • 

Bon.Franklin D.RooaeTelt 
'! 'he White Bouse. 

With warmeat regards, 



LSH 
This teleBram mu3t be 
closely paraphrased bo­
for c bcinL communicc tad 
to anyono . (SC) 

Secrot or 7 of State, 

1/a shincton , 

Santi ago 

Dated Soptonbor 11 , 1942 

Rcc ' d 1:12 a . m. 14th 

-

1467 , September 11, 5 p . m. 

5251. ±b£. L5 & FOR S2Clil ,':'AR'' Arm U1:0CR s.::cn·~:.RY 

Had two hour tal l< with ~c make w!1o resicns 

from Ministry to conc~ntr&to on sookins better coopcra-

tion of parties with the approval o!' Rios . 

His rel~t 1ons with President close . He thinks it 

stupid not t o break before co.Lnc to '"iashinLton , Says 

Rios had thou(;ht attitude toward brenl: clid not 

include Roooovelt but his letter to no, \',hich I 

showed Rios , al tcrcd 'lis opinhm and now convinced 

breal< must como . His idea l:l to talk o•1cr thincs 

i n ·.loshin!lton end thrm r., l'OO . I spoke of porsonol 

and political advantaLes ln break prcccdlnG vi::Jit and 

Schnake a~,.rocd . He ascrl.bcs Barros Jar:•d::. <lttitudo 

to pr!cle of opinion &.:;::- vatod b" crit:.c!sn of follow 

minis tor~ . He doubts , hC\/OV r , .1' he is ontlr ely frank 

with l r esldunt . I urgoc il'llo!Odiato "broa!<, but sugt,;co t od 

that lf it is pon t ponod until aftor visit uov~rnm nt 

n~r,ht ::.oftc;.n d1sappointr~ n t o!' ,'.merle= !)ulol1c if 

._., ,UJ8' ' i&D 
aw. 0..0. ......... 1·11·72 4 1972. 

fEB B7 J. !!ci>Mtble o.u. _ _ _ 

it pro,•nrod 



- 2- ;'/1467 September 11 , 5 p . m. from Santiago 

i t prepar e d tho way by (ono) cuttinG t olocommunica.t ions 

with Axis countries , (two ) by arrestinG nnd doportwg 

l eading llazis and other a(;onts , (throe) and by immediately 

expelling the former Gorman Consul ( ;:· ) Gon or;).l i n 

New York, and (four) by declaring Lippo persona 

non grata , He ac;rood this should bo done . 

t!is impr e ssi on is that tho visit will moan a break 

and c omple t e cooperation ; t hat the throe days in 

'olashington Vlill no t permit cmnpl e t e plans; that 

the n someone , and he made it clear 1t ,.,ould probably 

be himself, will bo sen t to help \'lorl• out tho 

lines of uffoetivc cooperation . 

He said that .J.n oll tho countri.:s iUcs visits 

efforts should be made, a s I havo s uc;gcstod ~oviously 

to have oaci1 country spoctk plainl~· to Hi o s on tho 

necessity of a broa!' and co.1.;lo t e cooperation . This 

h e said ~~ ould n:.~:c it !"OSslhlc for Rios to s tr .:-ss the 

fact' that "pressure" had como from all the Arncr1cm 

natlons and no t just tho Unitod States . no also said 

he is convinced that Gustnvo R1.os is fn vorinc; n bro~.l' 

and t hat he has sa1cl that "C'nl e is a fool for not 

GOinG in cor.1pletoly 1·:it.h the United Stntes . " 

BO~IERS 

NPL 

Delay on above messr.G<. cc.usod by 121 c r oup omission 
in origin a l text , 



\ 

r -=, P : .;.£.~ 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

THE SECRETARY 

September 14, 1942 

MlliORANDUl-1 FOR THE PRESIDENT 

With reference to t he attached 
letter fro m Ambassador Bowers I do not 
believe that anyt hing more can be done 
a t t he pr esent t ime. Mr. Welles had 
t wo r a ther extensive conversat ions 
wi t h t he Chilea n Ambas sador at t he 
beginning of September, when he ex­
pressed his serious concern at the 
reports being received from Chile and 
stre s sing t he desirability of a break 
in relations prior to R1os 1 visit t o 
t he United States. The Ambassador 
a g reed and at t he se~ond of the two 
interviews showed Mr. Welles a very 
emphatic letter which he pr oposed t o 
send Rio s. 

On Septeaber tenth I had an 
extensive conversation with the 
Chilean Ambassador and t his morning 
I again saw the Ambassador. Copies 
o t my memoranda of these conversations 
are attached. 

p .s. 
I call your special atten i on t o tele­
gram No. 146? f r om Santiago whi ch has 
just been received. 



COPY:S:ARX 

DEPARn~ENT OF STATE 

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 

DATE: September 10, 1942 

SUBJECT: BREAKIIIG OF RELATIONS WITH AXIS 

PARTICIPANTS: SECRETARY OF STATE HULL AND THE CHILEAN AHBASSADOR, SENOR DON RODOLFO J.l!CHELS 

The Ambassador ot Chile called at his request . 
He said he came f irst to pay hie respects and secondly to explain why the President ot Chile planned to stop in certain other countries en route t o the United States . He said that President Rios would be obli ged to at op one day in Lima, one day in Qui to and one day in Bogota. He added that the President had recently accepted an urgent invi tation to stop in Mexico , and fro m there would come to the United States direct, returnino by way ot Caracas and Rio de Janeiro . I promptly replied that no sxolanation was necessary, but t hat I appreciated t he court esy and consideration implied, 

I inquired ot t he Ambassador how the situation in Chile looked from his personal viewpoint. Ho promptly repUed that he still believed that President R1oe had no other intention than to carry out hi e propo sal, r e­cently made to and accepted by this Government, that Chile dissolve diplomatic relatione With the Axis powers. He added t hat he had heard no t hing to tho contrary since he returned from Chile, He then proceeded, however, to argue on his own initiative in favor ot the possible course ot the President of Chile i n not taking t hi s ac­tion on the part of his Government until hie return to Santiago folloWing his visit to the United States, He dieoussed tor some minutes the Wisdom ot t his course so tar as the President might be concerned, He concluded by saying t hat t he President himself would have to decide on the tieing ot the announcement dissolving dip­locatio relations, 
I 



- 2-

I t hen said t hat, of course, I wae aware of t he Ambassador'e personal vi ews as expressed t o t he Under Secretary a short time ago and also conveyed i n hi s letter to t he President of Chile according to hie stat ement to ll r . Welles . I added tha t I was pleased and not at all surprised a t the Anbassador 1 s personal vi ews with r espect t o t hi s matter, and t hat t he Under Secretary and I have been in compl e t e accord with this view from the time it was first discussed between t he Ambassador and Hr . liellee. I pro ceeded to say that our t wo countries are i n the same situation; tha t we a re goi ng up or down t ogether depending on t he outcome of t he present war with the Axis powers , and that what is t o the beet i nterests of Chile in this matter should be to t he beet interests of t he cause ae a whol e . I continued by saying that I wae for the moment speaki ng personally to t he Ambassador i n an effort to wor k out as accurately ae possible what should be t he official vi ews of our respective Government s . 

I then i nquired of hi~ whet her, i n the event t he Pre sident should wi t hhol d an announcement of t he action of hle Government on th1 e matter until his return, t he enemy propaganda and malcontents in Chi le might not wi t h effeot i veness char ge t hat the Pr esident of Chile had been subj ected to pressure by t he United States , and even 14ex1 co . The Ambassado r answered t hat he dld nov t hi nk eo . I r emar ked t hat in t he light of my f i ft y years of experience in deali ne w1 t h oubl1c nsychology , I could not help but t ake the opposite vi ew. The Am­bassador finally said t hat he had written to President Rl.os some ten days ago i n an endeavor to keep the mat­ter ali ve and that he expected shortly to have t he President's furt her word on t his subj ect . 
I t hanked h i m and again indicated the interest of this Government . 

C. H. 

S : CH:~iA 



- P c--, 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Memoranclum of Conversation 

DATE: S.:F'tDUI£2\ 14, 1042 

SUBJECT: 

PARTICIPANTS: 8EQRL1'Affie or D'fA1'1 !lULl. AHD Till AMBASBADOR OF CHILE, eiiOR DOH IIOOOLro rti CJI£1.5, 

COPIES TO: 

... ·-·-
'l'he Allbaua4or or Chile oal1ed at hi e requut. 
lie referred to the faot \hat ho h4d oonf erred with kr . llonaal on !laturd.a¥ and had gi.Yen h1a more or le11 the content. o r a telegr acr Juat reoei 'fed t roa hi s Oon rn­a ent. He )'rooeeded to l"epeat eome porUona of the te1e­gJ'UI , vni ch ho had bef ol"e hia in ':pan111h. HaYing read Che OOlllp1et e tt"&nllaUon oYer the veek- end, •• lt1Yen t o a e by Hr . uoneal, I ru.de o1ear t o !Ua ~t l' r . l!oneal ba4 aoquain t ed ae tull7 Vi \b thei l" oonYeraaUon on saturday . The Aabaeaa4or ru.de an ea1'!\eat plea in aupport of \be 14aa \hat l'relident Rioa ahou1d no t br aalt 41pl o­a a\1o relatione With 111e Ana povera until a ner hia 'fialt to t hia and o~l" oountl'ha in Ootobel", a4d1nc ~hat it vaa hie ovn peJ"aonal 'flew that t ho do.a .. uo pol1t1oal a1tua­t1on i n Chile warranted the adY1aabtlU1 of t hia oouraa. !he 'labaeaador eaid that t "J.a va • 4ef 1n1tel:f t he Ylaw of hia GoYenwent, and t hat, in addition J'rea14ent loa had r equu t ed h1a to M)' th4t he preferr;;! t hat thll queauon abould not be tllr$her 41aounad. lie ea14 \hat thl.a vaa all 1n a fr1en4l.T ap1r1 t and baaed on t he a 11vapt1on t hat auoh 41aouaa1on would tend t o aUr up oonboYera1al ele­a ente ln Oh111 , and t hua ooa plloate 111e Whole 11 CU&Uon. 

I 



' 

I \han" td \b.e Allbaua4or tor ooains in and epeaki"" 
vi th me ae he 4id, and t hen ~rooeeded to dah t hat, ot 
oo~&r .. , "erytih106 ve e&1 on thle or any other aubJeot 
rel&Unc to the war in oonneoUon with \he •aUer of 
Ch1le 1 1 .ner1ft8 d1ploii&Uo relatione rlth the Axle goY­
el"nnlen•e would be 1&14 in the val'llleet apirU of .tr1en4-
llh1p an4 thoroughly IU'Iioable relatione, Juet aa aumbera 
of a taa1ly d1aoueo quutlona &JIIOng th8illael1ea. I e&id 
that , of oourao the Allbaaoal1or and " ru1dent 'R1oe haYo 
tho Doat perfeo~ right to oxpreas ~1e1r Tiova full7 and 
troel7 about all phaa .. of t his queeU on of breaking di o­
loaaUo relati one, and vhateYer t hoae T1 ova are, I and 
other offio1a.ll of th11 OoYerruaent v1ll not take wa'bra6e 
ainoe ~11 1 11 the only ep1rit 1n vhloh ~ttera between 
our tvo CloTem11enta oan be auitably oonlidcred and die­
po aed ot. I then 1&14 t hat ae thia matter dn eloped, 
it va1 I'IY underetancUng t hat Pree1dent l oa, apoal;l ng 
t hr ough the J\labauador h1ruelf on h1a recent ret urn from 
Chile, 1ald t hat he vae v1ll1ng t o do anythi ng oona1deroc 
neoeuary tor the deten .. ot t h e hcr.J1ephero, and t hat 
Proa1dent RooaeTelt then tnfoi"Qod A~baaaador iohel a 
that t he a&intenanoe of d1plooat1o relatione between 
Chilo and tho u 1 e pevera vaa a aor 1oua throat to the 
eeouri t y ot the oont1nent. '!'hereafter, the 1nY1 taUon 
vae extended to .. realdent Rio a. The Arabaaea4or asreod 
that the 1nYi tat1on vaa ~tua eldende4 a fter tho ooQIIi t­
ment hAd been made b7 the Prea14ont ot Oh1le w1 thout 
refer ence to the c:TUoet 1on ot h1a T111 t t o t h1e country. 
I then added v1 th eoroo ~ph& lie that o1noe the Pru1dent 
and \be Allba81aa.or haTe tho right treol7 t o otter any 
c0111111ent in t heir m1nde at We U 111e rlth reepeot to t hie 
DaUer, I and 117 OoYerna~ent feel equally tree to otter 
our ooa..ant, whioh h to adhere to the original Y1ewe 
expreeeect b7 Prea1den\ Roo aeTelt, Hr . •ellee and mreelt 
to ~e etteot that U would be sore a4Tia&blo f or a breal 
ln rel&Uona to take plaoe before the Pree1dont 1 a T1&1\ 
to ~lie and o~er ooun~rlea ln Ootobor. The Ambauador 
boved and eeeaed to aoqui u oe in the unqual1 f1ed adherenc 
ot the Pruldont and o\bera of ua t o our orir;lnal T1eva 
but prooeeded again to rehearee eoae of hie pereonal 
14eaa 1n euppor\ of ~e opnolli h Thv. Ito eeparated V1 tb 
the aat ter reaa1n1ns 1n thie war. 

It vae aanlfeet that the Aabae1ador and Prea1dent 
oe plan to adhere t o their poeit1on that the Pree1dent 

of Ohl le would not break ott rel~~ione untll hle rot urn 
t o Chile, doi'Pltl the adherence ot t hie GoTern.aont to 
tho oppolite •h•. 

o.H. 
&:C!la aAJ\1 



5ant1ago,September 4,1942 

Dear Mr President:-
! underetan4

1
trom reports(tbat Micbela eaid to you what 

President Rios told me be would i.netruct him to aa)< , that anything you 

think ne oeeeary or uaeful in the wlnnilla of the war ,tor the defence ot the -
United States ,or ot the .American conti.nent,Chile would do. UnhappilJ' 

Be.rroa 1arpa who reeorta to all mannet ot misrepresentations and auppresa­

ions to pro~t a break in relatione ,which you told !Ucbele you thought 

neceaaary a:ad iaetul,is still Minbt•t ot Foreign .Affairs and conate.nt17 at 

the elbow ot the Proeident. Yesterday I bad an hour w1 th Rios on the 
• 

cutting ott ot tel1c01!1111W1icat1ons with the A:rla counttee and l waa shocked 

to find that the proof eul:mitted to hie w.niatet tbe.t the Ana!JIIIisaiona 

are constant17 and intene1Tel7 reporting the moTementa of ~r1can ahips 

and eD81!81ns in act hi ties not only dangerous to ua but to Chile ,had not 

been called to hie attention aa hie Minister had promi .. d . I wae nan more 

ahocke4 to find that he actuall7 aeemed to think that the decree 1aaued 

recent!T forbade the uae of code to the J.xia m188ions in c<mmmicating with 

their OoTernments. 

It 1a now nrr plain to me that Rioa hu no thought of breek1ng relationa 

bet ore soing to Waehillgton , though acme thing may be done to f orce it. 

li'fe leading Senatora,representing all the partiea,are going to aubmit at 

a aecret ae81ion of the Senate n.ext Wednea4ay when international atfairw 

are t o be dbcuaaed ,a reeoluUon,f 11gned b7 tbam all, demanding the 



brMk1.Ds ot relation. but whether this puaea 1e probl-tioal,awe 

Barroa ~arpa will probably haTe acme excuae or other and hand it down aa 

collling trom the Preddent. 

l1'be Pervrian J.lllbaaeador at laat baa talked with &rroa 1arpa about breald.ng 

and he f oUD4 ,u we all do, that he 1e absolutely asainat it ,and he giTes 

aa one ot the reaaona that the world order h chang1.Ds and that it 1a 

important that Chile should haTe representation 1D &rlill a nd Tokio to 

keep intormed;the 1mpl1oation being that German:y wUl dictate the new 

order. Hie coudn,a Nazi ,1a Alllbuaador ill Berlin and no doubt aenda him 

whateTer Ooebbela giTes out,and also "Tery confidential information" about 

the state of the war ,indi cating that the J.xia 1a about t o win. 

At laat we are getting a little cooperation tram the Britiah 

Embua:y which does absolutely nothing wi t hout specific inatrootiona from 

London. 

I han auggeated t o Welle• the wiadora of a Tery traDk talk with !.!!chela 

who conTe:yed the pledge of Rioa. It oan be aately aaid that our information 

1a that there 1a DO serious thought of breaking relat1ona before he goea t o 

Waahingtoll and that we hear from •117 aouroea that he giTee tbe 1lllpreaai0111 

to acme who ... hia that he baa DO really aerioua thought of brealdng at 

all unleaa Chile 1a directly attacked. BaTing eaid that ,we can properly 

aek Michels f or hie interpretation of the pledp he na 1natructed to 

CODTe7o 

There 1e a pow"'rtul and numeroua pro-Nazi group here ,poaing aa trillllda of 

oura
1

who can aee no adTaDtage t o ua in break1.Ds relation& and these are 

acquaintance• ot t he Preaidllllt who co ill relaya to h1a with their story, 

.. 



•' 

•• 
T~1e are backed up by the Millieter ot Foreign Attair•, 

Under the11 ciroUIUt&ncll I th1Dk it ot the utmoet importe.nee that 

!.iichela communicate 41rectl:r to the Preeident juat how we teel in Waahingto~ 

!.~at ot theM people here are atraid ot the United State• ,ot the ecollOIIIio 

damage we oan do Chile it toroed to i ~, but u tbe Pel'IJTian J.mbaaeador aa:r• 
they teal they are on nl"t'et now and that it they oan pt away with it it 1e 

all t o tbe good. Jor that rea10n I thinlc plain speaking il11fuhJ.ngton t;o 

Michele ill moat l.mportant • 

Bon.Franklin D,RooaeTelt 
The White Bouae. 

With warmest regards, 

\ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 11, 1942 

MEMORJ~DUil FOR 

Tl~ SECR~TARY OF b~ATE : 

Shoul d we do something a bout 

t his? 

I'.D. R. 

Letter from Hon . Claude G. Bowers, Embassy of the 
u.s.A., Santiago, Chile , 9/4/42, to the President . 
Mr . Bowers ref ers to Barros Jarpe. , Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of Chile , who is absolutely agaln~t 
breaking relations with the Axis . l:ir . Michels , 
who conveyed to the President the message from 
President rlt os , that anything the President of the 
tlnited States thought necessary or useful in the 
winning of t he war, for the defense of the U. S. or 
of the American continent, Chile would do . Mr. 
Bowers feels that some plain speaking tn Washingt on 
t o Michels is mos t important . He feel s s11r e there 
is no serious t hought of br eaking relat ions before 
President Rios goes to Washington . 



1 

Santia~o . Chile , September 21 , 1942. 

]?0 
J 

Dear Ur . Presi dent : 

Rockefeller has corns and eone and has act ed in conformity with my suggestions . I gave him leave to reply frankly to all ouestions as to how ~>e reel et home about Cbile ' :J policy, and since t hose who talked with him and cultivated him were the business crowd and politicians i nt.::rested prinarily in that crowd, and t hese are fo r not breakinp relations , what he sai d I t hi nk 1.es effect! ve . They hove the notion--t ho n81'te explains-­that he is the man who decides w!:-.at they ca., eet here in the 
~lOY of money &nd material. They t houpht he I'A:>Uld speak t heir l aneuage . I nstead he spoke a very robust A.erican l anguage . !Io11ever, I have reported all this i n detai l to the DepartrJ6nt . 

It occurs to me that it mieht be hel pful for you to have a rather inti~ate portrait or rresident ~ios before you talk with hi m. He is a man of fair eC.ucation llut very provincial. He i s a lowysr of fair aoility end has represented corpora­tions mo~tly . Anong our business oen hero he was represented t one in the days of Aguirre Corda as a "strong man" . I have found him i ncred i bly weak , not re:notely co·,parable with ...guirre Cerda . He is reactionary as to domestic politics , and his rellutation for "stron.-th " cones from hi s attitude toward labor and stri~ers . He believes in the club for them . 

He i s a man without an ideology, without ideals , 11ithout strong convictions or principl es . He is a second rate politi­cian , an opportunist . f-leeted by the Leftost parties , his supreme ambition is to make such terms with the Ri ght ost parties as to rr.o ke it possible for hi m to 1•id hinself of any dependence on the parties that elected him . One of the mio­sions of Barros Jarpa , a Rightost , i n the ~inistry , i s to help 

Tho DIJCI AB8WWI Honorable State Dept. I.Atloor, 1·11·'1'1 
Franklin D. Roosevelt , fEB The './bite House , .e, J . SaiiMllole 1>'4.-·._...-.. 4 1972 

1'/ashingt on, D.C. 



bring t his about . Unhappily the Riehtests here , as in Spain and ever~there , ere not really against dictatorships . They, here , as parties are not SUPI·Orters of our policy. And since Rios thi nks in terms of l ocal politics entirely , be ic loth to a <lopt a policy that might i nterfere ·.:ith his plans for a Centre or better still a Ri ghtest regime • 

. ihen I say he is weak I do not mean that he lacks physical courage . He bas very little moral courage , I ern afraid . I des­cribed him to Rockefeller as "the ,;arren c. Herding of Chilean politics" . Aftor some tulks 11ith him, l{ockefellor thought I bad "hit hi::1 off uncannily" . 

!!e is not & :\azi. he realizes Chile • s econol'lic dependence on 1<9 . He wants to be considered our firm friend . He was pleased as Funch with his invitation to visit us and is greatly worried lest we ~;et the inpression he is not friendly . Like Barros ~arpa he is partial to American investments down here end thinks that we as a nation judte other nations by their attitude toward ~ .... rican busir.ess interests . Locking ideals or an ideology , he i'inds it difficult to believe thct 1'18 put the preservation of democratic instit~tions imr.easureably above our moneyed interes ts . 
3ut he is awaken in~ slo11ly . :e .. ould t.ave awakened earli r but for hie ?oreign L:inister who is not entirely frank with him. 
I en persuaded that he is also a bit afraid . I en sure he fears thnt an at t empt may be made by the fazis here to make trouble if he breaks relations . He dreads it . 

flis personal popltlarity does no~> a ppr oach that of h.guirre Cerda , His character explains that in part . Ho has lived apart from his wife for eight or nine years . There was a mo1~entary re­conciliation for the purposes or the canpeign and they lived to­rather a little over a month utter he entered office . Then she packed up and went to California . The reason teard here i s that he res=ed his relations 11ith his mistress , a big blond t:az1 German 1.roman , and his wife is said to hllve tossed eorne article at hi.o--ple:;fltlly I hope--and left the house . The othor story is that his wife bou.o:ht all the cl othes in town and he rebelled acainst the bill . These are the tules of the gossips . ! o know that 1.c1 and his friends do not want his wife invited East 11hen he is there , the reason r1 ven ~Jeing that she "might> -.reate a scandal" . ~;hen she left for the States , I inquired as to the propri ety ot' r,oing to the plene to see her off and Se.rros Jorpe 

advised 



advised against it . so that is that , He is very ,,,uch or a 
ladies ' !"an and we know some of his lady pl nyr.ntes . :!e is a rather i mpressive lookinr oan , tall und with ~ : inc heed and eood features , out you Hill soo a t a t,lunco t hat he is o. weak one . 

I have a feeling t ha t when you come i nto contact with him, he will shrivel ::.nd at;ree to almost anythi nc you ask . r:orales , his l.!inister or I nterior, says that he 1;ill te.Ll you the exact date when he l'lill break 11th the ,'..xis . 

:lhile I ao seeing nim thi s week a gain to press f or an im­medi a te cut tins orr or telicomnunicat ions and an imr~diate break , I have no confi dence i n my success , 

·.a t h IVarl'!est recards , 



I 
u...,... 

'fBB WHI'l'B HOUSB 

WASBINGfON 

Mf dear Clau4er 

• 

/ 

Ortllill' U, 1M2 

I whh t o aclmowledge ;rour htt.r or Sept.JIIber 24, 
1942, outlining the effect that a&f be anticipated ae a 
reaul t of a reduction of Chile' e f uel eupplf to tort;r 
percent ot the laet :rear' e CODII1alpt1on figure, I under­
lt&nd that the Department or State recentl;r 1ent :rou a 
telegr.a expla1n1ng the nece111t;r tor th1e reduction, 
whiCh, 1n the oaee of Chile, 414 not beoa.e etteotiYe 
until October 1 of thh ;rear. 

'l'he 1ncrea .. d cleaand tor oil tanker~ to be Uled 1n 
war operationa i1 priaarilf reepone1ble tor the full 
ehortage in the Weetem Heaiephere. Kan;r countrin 
haye alread1 taken 1hp1 to meet the ex1et1ng ahortage 
and I aa eure rou appreciate that there hal b .. n no 
d1aor1a1nat1on aga1net Chile 1n 10 tar ae tuel allot­
mente are conoemed. 

Our t1ret oone1derat1on,naturallJ, 11 to Ule our 
ex1at1ng tranaportat1on taoilit1ea to aupplf fuel to 
the actual theater~ or war, and c1YUian n .. da 1n all 
oountr1ea 11111t be cone14ered lecondarJ. Wheneyer the 
apec1al o1rouaatanoee aake 1t poe1ible, additional 
allot .. nta of tuel will be made to enable reaerYe 
1nYentor1ea to be built up 1n the Yar1oUI oountrile 
ot the Weetem Heaiaphere. 

With cordial regardl, I aa 

Verr eincerel:r roura, 

/ ~~, J.) ;:..,41. .. / nw J) J2-,. "./t.l 

The Honorable 
Claude G. Bower1, 

Aller1can Aabaeaac1or. 
Santiago, Cb1le. 

-



3antiuro , septo~ber 24 , 1942. 

Dear Lir . President : 

Tnis mornine I ••as asked by l reoident « i os to advise 
you that it wo persist in the announced reduction in casoline 
to 40 per cent of last year the ot'fect , econo::Uoally , will 
be di snstrous , result in(' in the cloning down ot' ractorios 
end shops and tho wtemploymunt or r.l!ln . Ue tells me tbat pri ­
vate ct.rs 11ill be refused pusolim. begin nine October lat , 
but , Wit!. this l'oin , the 40 per cent. reduction would be , 
economic-.lly, very serious and even ('rave . lle is ufraio , 
and I have no doubt he is right , thut this sort or upheavul 
economically will be used ~Against his rocino ana nis plan 
ror broakinr rolu ti ... ns , by the ::ezi el.:ment . 

Jorte ti; .. e aco :Phillip Clover . JpeciDl ><SSistant to 
bundle the casoline rntionint; in Chilo , was here anu made 
a vary thorourh investif!.ti•m , Md hu repOrted thDt to re­
duce Chile 10\.or than 6C !'er cent co .pared t:ith last yclar 
110ulo be disastrous econo • .icolly. uur ov.n peOJ•le in t!:le 
~bassy , 71ho ere experts on the subject and on tho ground, 
a,.roe with Clover. , .ppcruntly tho ·•c.eolino people in 
.lashirwton , 1.ith tr.is reco .. ucqndation and advice before then, 
deciced to reduco, not to uO , or even 50 , but to 40 ~dr cent. 
un tho ad•1ice of thoso ir. t.;o X.boos;; in char o , I telo-
gra hed all this to the 'opert~ent lone aco , urrin£ so:~­
t!.inr more cor .• potible u1tl• the positive econorrJ.c needs , 
but no reply hoo been rocoived . I aont a follow- u:> teletr81'1 
e.skill{' for o roply so~e tine ago , and no ans1·rer . 

The President, 
The .a11 te House. 



- 2-

.rust nor1 we are primarily interested in tlw breaklnl' 
or rel..ntions ; "'·'· in ~i Is respect "0 have Mde rreat pro­
rreu in the last c:onth . l'oli tically . ..... all raol tilL t it 
wo~~ be a crent setbac~ , resultlr.t in bitter reaentnont, 
lr factories m1$t cloat, rturu~ <::> uncult1Yated, uaential 
trauportatton l'all, onll un be thro-om out 01' jobs Ul>On 
tte streets . Clover put th~ rtcure at 00 per oent. ,.,.,., 
o~ ny people reel the Chlloons might eat nlonr barely with 
n 50 per cent reduction ; ovuryono e-rees t~t 40 per cent 
Ia disastrous . Ir S01 .. oone has sooe purpose In all this It 
\·;auld bo highly edvo.nto.t•oous t<er e we to be int'ormod . .o will 
be blaned by ceny because private ears oro taken fro~ the 
street , but >1Ith th..t I am not concerned; it Ia a d 1.t'ferent 
wtte1 tmen ractorlua .. re closed, uneoplo:;w~nt i• forced , 
an~ absolutely esse~tlal transportation facilities are 
denied . I bof" t!h t aor.ott. In~ can be done about it . 

l'althfully youro , 

~~ 



•1 dear Kr. Pree14enta 

DEPARTMENT Of STATE 

WASHINGTON 

Oc ~b l" 1 ~ . 1942 

I ha-.e tbe h011or t o reter to Jour aeaorandua ot 

October a requeeting that a replJ be prepared to a 

letter dated 8epte.ber a• troa ~aeeador Bowere at 

Santiago. 

!'here 1• enoloeed tor fOUl' elpature, 1t rou 

approTe, a draft ot a replJ to ~a .. ador Bower•' 

letter. 

1. Letter t~Na 
~aeea4or Bowere, 
Sept.Uer a•, ltU. 

a. Dratt ot replf to 
'-baeeador Bowere. 
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T HE WHITE H O U SE 

WASH IN G T O N 

October 2, 1942. 

MEMORANDUJ.t FOR 

THE UblDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY 

FOR ~ SIGNATURE . 

F. D. R. 

Lctt.er t;o t;he Pr es . from Claude Bowers 
Chile, Sept . 24th . 
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Santiago, October 19, 1942 

My dear Mr. President: 

I am enclosing copy of a letter to Welles th&t 
has some amusing features. Rios is now awake to the 
situation in which Barros Jarpa has placed him and the 
country and bas apparently turned uoon h1m. It drastic 
action against the spy ring 1s taken, as promised tor 
this week, something will have been done to create a 
better atmosphere for the visit; and if R1os completely 
shuts off all telecommunications with the Axis tha t should 
help. I personally fee l R1os should first break and then 
go, fixing a date tor the visit tar enough in advance; 
but he seems r ather strongly convinced that i t is of the 
utmost advantage tor h im to be able to say to the congress­
ional leaders and others that on his trip he found all 
the South a nd Central American nations agreed t hat Chile 
should break and t hat he cannot, and wil l not, have Chile 
isolated . It is possible of course that if drastic action 
is t aken against the spies, and telecommunication is com­
pletely shut off, a controversy with t he Axis miss ions may 
result which will force a speedy break. It is so advan­
tageous to the AXis, however, to have a tree hand here that 
I doub t if the AXis countries will take the initia tive in 
breaking . 

The case of Barros Jarps is t regie. He has been a 
great friend of ours for years and all the American colony 
were devoted to him, and mo st of his clients were t he Ameri­
can corporations, and he finds himself .- anathema with bls 
old friends, and about to be r eoudiated by t he President. 
I am told that be is terribly depressed. Hie attitude is 
utterly inexplicable to me on any ground other t han one so 
infamous that I would rather not ment ion it. 

With warmest per sonal regards, I am 

~lo st sino~s~ 

The Honorable 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

The White House, 
Washington, D.C. 



./ 

Santiago, October 19 , 1942 

Dear Mr. Wel le 1: 

The Ma~i honeymoon reeulting !rom the poet ponement 
ie now over and Ohileane whoae braine would not rattle 
in a auetard eeed are now •o•t contrite and bumble. 
General Eeoudero a nd h i gh ! unotionar1ee o! t he ~7 are 
depreeeed and t old Colonel Jobneon that they !elt t hey 
had •1oet a friend". Pree1dent Ri oe ie depr eesed and I 
hear !rom several quartere that he ie through with Barros 
Jarpa. The beet proof ot h ie loee o! confidence in h ie 
Mlnieter ie h ie ac tion i n ooneulting wi t h the Sub- Minieter 
i netead, and in reJecting BLrroe Jarpa'e idea that Ri oe 
ehould not go t o the Statee now. Be now eeeae 1n a mood 
to out ott teleoommunioatione with the Axie completely. 
Thie week wil l tell whether Moralea meane bueineee about 
the eepionage ring . He hae promi eed the arreets of the 
eighteen leaeere whoae namee, with proor , were turniehed 
t he roreign t!ioe three aontha ago . I a m told ! roe eeea­
i nsl7 dependable quarter e that ther~ will be a reorganiuation 
ot the Government w1th Barroa Jarpa out thie week. The 
l a tter ia much depre eeed and humble and apparently would 
give auch t o be able to retrace hie etepa. He baa been 
eeeking aome W&T out without any oeteneible back-down 
on hie part, and, a e you know, hae exprees i d t he hope that 
Bra~11 w111 amoot h thlnga over. Gracie telle me that 
Ar anha ie now willing to aot on the aeaucption that t here 
11 nothing to medi ate . EL MERCURIO will henceforth work 
tor a rupture i n relatione , according to AgUatin Edward a • 

• 
b1lio tdwarda Bello oa•e t o thank me tor the into~ 

mati on I eent hi m !rom 7ou, and he tell e me he di d go t o 
Aleeeandri t o i nf or m h i m that he ha4 hie etory all wrong. 
Be r ound Aleeeandri in b ed eio~. and the old· man at tirat 
! lamed and tried to tell bla vieitor Juat what hia viaitor 
had aotuall7 done in Rabana, but the viaitor etood etoutl7 
b7 hia guna, told hie rou are a frie nd o! Chile and o! all 
the Aaeri oaa, and !inall7 t he ol d man eubeided and egreed . 

Aleaeandri 

The Honorable 
SUilller Vel l ee, 

Oeparta ent ot s tate, 
llaehington, D. C. 
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Ala11an~r1 1na1ste~ t hat he 11 a tr1en~ ot oura - which I 
gra•elT ~ue1tion - an~ pointe~ to a copy ot 1 Jetter1on and 
Hamitlon on h ie be~ which I ha~ 1nacr1bed to hi m, an~ 
ls i~ he hoped we are still tr1en~ 1. 

The truthia t hat ~omeat1o pol1t1ca an~ pereonal political 
ambiti ons have playa~ a maJor part 1n the confu11on here. 

Rca1 ett1 1e demanding that t he R1o agreement• be l1va~ 
up t o . Barros Jarpa t old Oraoie that the agreement • may 
be aubmUted t o Congre ea for r a tit1oat1on and Rioa ha~ 1a i d 
ae much to the Sub-K1nieter, notwithstanding th1 raot that, 
at the instance or Barroa Jarpa, the President had praYented 
the ratification when Roaeett1 va1 pressing t or it Ju•t 
before he want out, on the ground t hat all thia wae the 
prerogat1~e or t he Prea1dent and that thi s could not be 
compromised by a subm1eeion. Oracle told Barros Jarpa 
that or course t he eubm1as1on would ~e a great t r i umph t or 
one man who would make the moa t ot it . ' Who', asked Barro1 
Jar pa . 1 Roesett11 , said Oracle. ' Well , let h im•, aa1d B.J. 

I haTe stood a s i de , aaid nothing, aeen no one, and 
aft er the cancell at i on or my dinner I cancell ed a fair a t 
t he Embassy t o ra1ee money tor the war workers here · an~ had 
t he things donated. tor rattle returned , and the ticket 
money as well. This has worried t hem quite a lot and the 
merchants were very nervous, e vidently r eari ng that they 
had i ncurred our di spl easure and might find themselvee on 
t he Black Lis t. They were reassured and told t hat 1t the 
ta1r i s held later t hey wi l l have another opportun ity to 
cont r i bute. The Chi leans are now going out ot their way 
to appear cordial. 

The atmosphere her• ia bett~r tor ue aa a reeul t or 
the upheaYal. The AXle people nov seem certain the rupt ure 
will come. The ACCI ON IHILENA, vboaa e41tor i s 1n Jail 
bacauee or ita i ntamoua attack on Roosevelt , came out this 
week with an article which 1mplial that a rupt ure 1e coming 
an~ attacking me ae ' ehaaeleea an~ cynical' and engi neering 
a rupture with 1 fr1endl7 nationa•. I am i gnoring th1e last 
i uue . 

That which 1ave1 t he lituation more than anything else 
1e the Chi lean• t i ne sen•• or humor. They are laughing at 
Ba.rroa Jarpa, laughi ng a t the landi ng ot the api ea t o Zapallar, 
1ay1ng t hat t hey a r e goi ng t o t urn Na&1 spi es t o get a summer 
at Zapallar at Government expen1e. The aristocracy with 
vil l al t here are pr otea ting i ndignantly about maki ng a 
I P1 neat ot t he place and t he l piea are now remove~ trom 
t here. TOPAZE, t he batt paper of humor in South America, 

alwayl 



alwa7s atrongly w1th us, 1• full or amua1ng sketohes. 
You fi gure 1n one. Rooaevelt s t and ing on t he eteps or the 
White Route l m111ng and with a oh1n t hat almost drag& the 
ground ia ta1t1og for Rioa who 11 approaching up the walk 
when you, f rom behind a tre~ wit h a sl i ng knock ot t Rios• 
pl ug hat . T~11 alone ai~ht be misinterpreted, but taken 
with all the r•~~ ~t the 1ea ue 1t ie not m1tinterpr eted 
here . Another nk.atcn 1& baud on the praot1oe here or t he 
ladles putting their hair i n ourl papers before a party. 
All the member• ~f R1~s party tor the trip are shown with 
their hair 1n our l paper s and a n express i on or utter co n­
t usion on t he i r t aoes . 

'llith Wlli'IIISit personal re~,arde , 

Sincerely yours , 

• 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
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V.y dPar Mr . Early: 

EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Santiago, Octob~r 10, 19~2 

I wi sh you woul• have the enclosed letter 
to thP President deli vered at once stncel t l a of 

vital and pressing importance . 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ 

The Honorabl e 
Steohen F'arl y, 

· The ".fuit e House , 
Washing ton , D. c. 



Oc tober 22, 1942. 

Dear Claudea-

Th.ank you GIUCb tor youn ot the 

fitteentb. We a r e keeping discreetly quiet . 

I hope you liked =Y cordial reply t o Rioa. 

I rea~ly meant it wuen I talked about s i t tinc 

a r ound u tablo poacet'ully and talk1n& tb1n&• 

over. 

I do hope and beUne tbin&& Will 

wor k out all r ight. 

Uy best wishes t o you, 

Always sincerely, 

Honorable Claude 0. Bowera, 
American E!Dbaa1y, 
Santiaco, 
Chile. 



Sa.ntiago , October 15,1942 

Dear Mr. President: 

In case it may interest you I am enclosing a copy of 
my letter to Welles . With a secret enemy like Barros Jarpa , 
posing ostentatiously as a cordial friend, it was inevitable 
that Welles' statement of the bald facts would be sei~ed upon 
to prevent the R1os visit. I have felt all along t ha t Barros 
Jarpa would do anything within his power to prevent Rios 
from meeting you. He bas eei~ed upon the Boston s peech to 
misrepresent what was said; has bullied t he press here, with 
the exception of the Socialist , and the Communist organs 
into playing hie game, a.nd for the moment made himself 1.nto 
a national hero. Not however wi t h the intelligent and the 
masses who have been with us all t he time . 

. It has since occurred to me t hat poss i bly Welles ' s peech 
was intended to post pone the visit of Rioa unti l he breaks 
r elat·iona. If so it was a heroic method and I am hopeful 
1t will be successful. It has been enormously helpful because -

I have poured in on Barros Jarpa pos itive pr oof of the 
operations or the Nazi espi onage ring here and he has kept 
everythi ng from the press, not t o mention t he Senate, and 
as I found five weeks ago not even to President R1os . The 
Welles speech brings this out dramatically. The people 
t hemselves know now what we think. 

Too much importance must not be attached to the se~ming 
general jubilation over Barros Jsrpa "defending the national 
honor• . Ther e is a very large a nd influential element here, 
financially and sociall y i mportant, which is secretly i f 
not openly pro-Na~i. anti-democratic and anti-American . All 
t hese have rushed i nto print and shouted . 

Then , with the exception of the Socialist and Communist 
organs which are making a fight on Barros Jarpa, all the 
other papers here , easily intimidated , were called i n a nd 
given orders by the Minister for Foreign Affairs t o make 
the most of the incident. EL MERCURIO, the highest grade 

The Honorable 
Fra.nklin D. Roosevelt , 

The White House, 
Washington. 

paper 
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paper her e , really a d i st inguished paper, r esen t ed t he 
d ictation I am s ure and when Arturo Alessandri issue~ 
hi e dietinctly pro-Nazi lying letter, EL l~ERCURIO called 
up the Foreign Office and prote ste~ agoinst ita publ1cr.tion. 
I t was tol d to pri nt it . This paper goes on the t heory that 
r egardless ct who i s i n power, t he press shoul~ aupoort the 
Government, but i n the present instance it is ted up. 

Day before yes t erday t he Agricult ural Society gave its 
bi g d i nner and thi s was made the occssion tor a big ovation 
tor Barros Jarpa . But i t is well t o r e member that this 
Society i s composed of the old feudalist ic Landowni ng 
aristocracy whi ch is bi tterly anti-democrat i c, always pro­
tot alita r ian, and now pro-Nazi and pro-Argentine and anti­
United States . I t i s hated by t he mass of t he people . 

The people now are beginning to awaken to a real iza t i on 
of the tact that ne ither the sovereignt y nor d ignity of Chile 
was insulted by the Boston speech, and that they hav e been 
lead by Barros Jarps i nto an attitude offensive to the one 
nation on which t he economic life of Chile now depends . Some 
bitterness i s developing i n consequence against him. Last 
ni ght Marcial Mora, termer Mlnister fo r Foreign Affaire and 
of Finance , and for•me r President of t he Bank of Chile , came 
to me to express his di s gust . He came out mi l itantly for 
breaking relat i ons some time ago . He was frankly alarmed over 
the ooesible e f fect on Chile . Senator Cruz Coke came to the 
bouse las t night seething with i ndignation . Senator Maza, 
head of the Liberal Party , very conservative, and until recently 
against breaking relatione , but for some time now in favor of 
1t, has r esigned the Presidency ot the Party and the directors 
of the Party wi t h hi m. 

At this moment I feel -

That you having sent a cordial letter to Rios , our 
position now should be one or silence while these people sweat 
and come to a realization that Chile mus t break r elat i ons and 
sot drastically asainst Nazi and Axis espionage . I do not 
thi nk we should make a single move . It i s clearly up to 
Rioe now . The less we say the more nervous these people will 
become . I a~ saying absolutely nothing and have issued orders 
to the heads of all sections i n the Embassy to instruct all 
under t hem that they are to say absolutely not hing it aP­
proached beyond "it 1s too bad" . 

Many decisive things may happen here befor~ this 
reaches you, - the r esignat i on ot t he Government an~ a 
r eorganization, with Barros Jarpa out , seems possible before 

Sunday . 



- ~ -

Sunday. I am i nformed that Rloe has i n mind maki bg 
Een Claro Foreign Minister and while he 1s a bright 
young man , I could name a score ot others better qualified 
and tor us more dependable. 

W1th warmest personal r egar ds , 

Most s incerely yours, 

~~ 



/. .. 

Santiago, October 15, 1942 

Dear Mr. Wellee: 

You mar find it convenient to have a review or the inoidenta here rela t ing to the Boaton apeeoh. There cer­tainly was not one word in the apeeoh that does not oontorm to ths precise fact s. The reaction here 1a or two aorta. In the caae or Barroa Jarpa and hie pro-Na&i Fifth Oolusn alliea it wae one ot pretended outrage beo81ae or a s i mulated 1 inault1 to the d ignity of Chile. Thie ia pure Nazi propa­ganda. In the oase or Prea1dentRioe i t wae a little different. I have no doubt that the reaction or our press on the speech did create an unhappy atMosphere tor hie trip. I have many reasona tor believingthat it waa with the greatest reluotanoe tha t he post poned it. 

The aubtle miarepreaentatione or Barroa Jarpa or the a,.eoh, oonvay1ng the impreae ion, popularly held in oonaequence, that you had aaid that Chile ia atabbing her Aaerican neighbors in the baok, i natead or that the Nazi eapionage r1nga here are atabbing them in the back; and the taot that the Oov~rn­ment here, wh1oh in thia i natanoe meana Barroa Jarpa, haa tailed to give out the atatement made to Miohela by President Rooaevelt in JOUr preaenoe, have had a bad etteot on public opinion. 

Having built up a oaae by mierepreeentationa and aupprea­aion, Barroa Jarpa and tbe Naz1 element have been making the moat ot it. The tact is that jus t before thia Barros Jarpa waa very much on the defensive and there waa a general teel­ing#t hat he could not laat long. New be baa eet to work to convert himaelt i nto a natianal hero, Horatio at the bridge, val iantly defending the aovere1gnty and dignity or h1a country, aga1nat the Ooloaeus ot the North. Th1e haa been done largely through the preae . Before giving out h1a atatement whi ch contained liea, he eummoned all the pape ra to hie otti oe and gave inetruot1one aa to what he wanted aa1d and what be wanted unaaid. Thia baa had no etreot on LA CRITICA, the Sooialiat 

The Honorable 
Su.ner Wellea, 

Acting Secretary or State, 
Waahington, D.C . 

organ 
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organ, or EL SI GLO, the Communist, but ~11 the othere, with 
the exception o f EL MERCURIO wh1oh haa been reasonable 
throughout, have f allen 1n line with ~eet . The r eau•t hae 
hae been that the preee tor•eome ~a7a has been f1lle~ with 
glor1f1cat1one of Barroa Jarpa, eoms 1n e~1tor1ale , eome 
1n special art1olea and l etters , aome 1n telegrams aent t o 
the M1n1eter, an~ - th1a aeema eerious to me - some 1n e~1-
torials or commen~at1on trom Bra~111an papers . 

There 1e no ~oubt 1n my min~, ae I ha~ reporte~ , that 
Barros Jarpa wae much chagr1ne~ over Rios' prospective v1e1t 
an~ tha t he was moat eager to find a pretence t o sabotage 
the trip. In this s ense th8 speech pla7ed into h i e hands. 

But, on the other han~ , the suppress ions by Barroe Jarpa 
ot essential faots pertaining t o Axl e espionage ha~ utterlJ 
confuse~ the public ae t o the realitie s , and the epeech 
haa shocked t hem into a realization tha t something must be 
wrong. At firet DLueh I think t he7 Jumpe~ to the conclue1on 
t ha t you merely i ntended to ine•lt t hem; but t hey are now 
beginning to suapeot that you wouid never have made auch a 
stat ement without ample juet1f1cat1on . And t he raot that 
Pres i dent Roosevelt has sustained JOur poa1tion oonvlnoee 
them all the more. The original thought or our enemies was 
to differentiate between JOU and President Roosevelt, and 
to create the impression t hat the l atter would not approve. 
No one longer entertains that fantaetic idea. 

The epeeoh and the reaction have also served a good 
purpose 1n th~t 1t has brought various men out 1n their 
true oolore. I fanoy the Department no longer t hi nka , 1f 
1t ever t hought, t hat my i mpreet 1one ot Arturo Aleeeandr1 
were dictated by prejudice. But in an art1ole of glor1f1-
oat1on or Barroe Jarpa'e attitude, I fin~ t he namee eub­
eor1bed or Juvenal Hernandez, Reotor or t he University, 
whom 1 have always t hought pro-Germ~n and ant1-Amer1oan ; 
Jorge ~tte, who would have been rore1gn M1n1ater it Barroe 
Jarpa had not been and who 1a absolut ely aga1net oftend ing 
t he Axle; Carlos Vial, Preai dent or the Campania Sud-amer1oana 
de Vaporee, and or oouree our old Nazi friend del Pedregal 
of the romento Corporation. 

Our aupportere haft been momentarily eilenoe~ and over­
whelaed beo ... P or the aerr7 pro-Bar roa J~a cruaade or 
the preaa; they have been afraid to aay much leat what 
they aay be put down to hoa t i l ity to Preeident Ri oa; but 
their opinion ae t o breaking relatione haa not altered in 
t he l eaet and their oppoa1tion to Barros Jarja has 1ntenait1ed . 

EL SIGLO 
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EL SIGLO and LA CRITIOA have feroc i ously attacked 
Barroe Jarjla, demanding h11 re&1gnat1on, and the Soc1al1et 
Party has formally demanded the i mmediate break1n& of 
relations and the removal of the H1n1eter for Forei gn Affairs. 
A• the oonaervat i ve eleapntinterested aelf1ehlt in the 
economic well-being of the country begin to reflect on the 
wiadom of attacki ng or oppoa i ng the one nat i on on which 
Chi le i e economically dependant, I have no doubt that there 
will be a change in them and that they will reach the oon­
cluei on that Barros Jarpa hae rendered a great diaaervi ce 
to the nat i on . 

II 

The arrest of the three Na&i spies, includ i ng t he 
Pr esident of the German Bank as the leade r, and of the 
former Conaul General in New York dwindles in importance 
1n view of the fact that t hey a re not t o be expelled, on 
the pretext that Argentina vtll not permit them to enter 
that country even to get a boat tor Spain. They are not 
imprisoned. Barroa Jarpa had told me that if they could 
not f i nd a way out t hey would be confined to soma obscure 
out-of-the way little town unOer pollee supervision. It 
nov develope t hat they are sentenced to a summer at 
Zapallar, the Newport of Chil e, the choi cest summer spot 
1n the country, wi thin easy reach ot Valparaiso, and 
thi ck with Axle aympathi&ers, and t hey wil l in no eenae 
be conti nao but vtll be fres to come and go about at will 
and only be compelled to report once a week to the police 
i n Zapall ar. The German Ambaeaador , and LeiBawit& of the 
Germa.n Embaaay to my personal knowledge are i n and out of 
Zapallar conatantly. I have not the elightast doubt but 
that they are bei ng aent to Zapal lar to please, if not on 
the r equeat ot, the German Ambas eador . I should think i t 
well worth while it some American humorist would write a 
t unny at ory on t he mockery or the t hing and have the A.P. 
and U.P. asnd i t to Ch1la . 

III 

Rooaeveltls reply 1n a frienOly way to Rice • tela ram 
is enti rely aatisfactory but nothing more should be do~e 
nov but the Chi leans should be permit ted to ••eat il our 
si lence. I have i netruct ed all the people at the tmbasey 
t hat they are to retuee to di acuae the controverey. I find 
t hat our ailence makes them aweat and worry more than 
anything alee . 

AI you know Barro• 
ever •inoe he vent 1n. 
a f t er leaving Prelident 

I V , 

Ja rpa ha• been gunning for Michele 
Because Michele i n an intervi ew 
Roo•evelt expreased him1elt a• 
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aatiefied and sa i d the incident ae~med closed, the Minister 
and hi s cohor t s a re tryi ng t o work up a eentiment againat 
him, with the hope of having h1m removed. EL IHPAROIAL 
last n1ght had a cartoon with Michele up in the air looking 
da~ed and aay1ng, ae he ea1d on leaving the White House 
t hat 1 he oould aee the rainbow•, while a noble oit1~en 
looking up from the ground remarks that he aeema •up in the 
moon•. Of oourae I do not think Rios would dare remove h1m 
and I am sure he hae no thought ot doing eo. 

W1th warmeet personal regards, I am 

Sinoerely yours , 



l • 

Santiago, OCtober 2~ , 19~2 
My dear Mr. President: 

Nothing but some grea t blunder can prevent the hoped 
for ruoture with the Axis now, and I hear from various sources 
that it may come within a few days. Duhalde, the Minist er of 
Defense, and the strongest man in the Government, told a 
friend of mine tha t "It i s a matter or hours". Nothing can 
be expected until Fernandez the new Minister of Foreign Affairs 
a rrives on Sunday. \~e have reached t hP point where further 
attacks during thP next week or t en days on Chile's !al lure 
to act would be harmful. 

I find among even those most strongly withus a f eeling 
that the dignity or Chile has been of fended rather seriously 
because as far as t he public knows we have not taken t he 
trouble to reply to Chile's protest. or course you made the 
reply in person to Michel s a nd Chile was authorized t o g ive 
it out. For manifest r easons, of coursp, Barros Jarpa sup­
press ed it ~nd people general ly have the impression we have 
treat ed an officia l statement of Chile's with the contempt 
of silence. I have telegraphed my ooinion that our reply 
ae submitted to me s hould be g iven the U.P. and A.P. 

Rios is as eager to go to Washington as can be and is 
determined to go and his cordiality to me in public yesterday 
at the review in t he O'Higg ins ceremony was rather unusual . 

I am becoming rather uneasy ovt r the disposition of our 
Ambassador's in other South America n count r i es to g ive out 
i nterviews against Chile, since I can assure you your Ambassa­
doe in Chile ie i nfinitel y better quali fied to know what 
should and should not be said to tit in with the situation of 
the moment . I understood that these over-eager colleagues 
were g iven the facts as background to reed the press quietly 

The Honorable 
Franklin D. Roosevelt , 

The Whi te House, 
Washington, D.C. 



and not to issue of ficial statements. I have en unpleasant recollection of the timewhen your Ambaaaedor i n Spain was reporting the e xact truth when American Amba es&dors here , there, and everywhere were reporting on Spain in contradiction to my reports , getting it all •out of t he horse's mouth1 - mostly Fifth Columni sts. The record is most eloquent now as t o who was right and tnew what he was about. 
With h ighest personal rega rds, I am 

Most~y~ 
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~antiago,October 29 , I942 

Dear !.:r Preeident:-
Aa J. telegraphed tho Uepartment at the time,your 

te,legraphic reply to Rios was magnificent and took the wind out of 

the sails of our enemies. I took the liberty in a personal note to 

Rios to quote from your l atter about the sine r ety of your statement 

about sittina down like brothers ,and t his morning ~ernandez,the new 

r oreign ~.inister, told me :lios is delighted and is writing me • 

At his f i17at diplomatic reception this morning only t he uermans , 

I talians and Japanese were absent ,these beine received later. Farnan-

dez was most ostentatious in his attentions to me.Af ter passing all 

along the line he immediately hurried back to me and talked a l ong 

while ,and • noticed the tip off from a funct ionary of the r.,inistry to 

the photographer who caught us 1n conversation . I have the feeling 

that Fernandez i s a pure opportunist and that his policy will be 

dictated by Ri os absolutely. oa seema more hearty and cordial since 

his conferences with Hios than when I f irst saw him before he had 

these conferences. tie t old me this ~orning thst Rios has c iven orders 

to proceed drastically and intensively ageinst the espionage ring , 

'J.' he press at home may han had something about the 

college student "demonstrati ons" and ma.y have exae ·era ted. he fact 
ll-...,~ 

is one eveni ng about 25 students appeared in tront,sang the national 

~ 
~ 

antem ,and t hen left a letter to me ,J. wae at the office ,not home , ,Tho 



letter was most respecttul ,compl iment ary to the united States and to 

~~ .and declared the students in complete sympathy with the Allies and 

thoroughly democratic ,but tha t t hey were burt because ~bile 's protest 

had been ignored, ! t ol d t he servants that it t hey appeared again to 

invite t hem in and slll!r..on me ;but t he nert day,. a gang of young nszis 

hitched on
1

and t he officers at the gate retused them entrance . 1 then 

sent e note to the younc; men who had c ome first and told thorn ! woul d 

be sJ.ad to receive a committee ot fifteen . 'i'hey appeared t he nert day 

and ! f ound t hem spl~ndid young fellows,reully on our side,really 

hurt because they thought the protest had been treated with contecptut 

oua silence . I had three members of the s taff t here so t horo could be 

no nisrepresentation of what was said and I heard thoir spokesman 

and discussed matter~ with t hem for almost two hours • We then posed 

in a group tor a picture . 

By i nviting them in and treating them as I did it smas hed the plan 

of the t;azis ,and the leadill8 magazine here e ives the front page cover 

to the pA?tograpb with the comment that nothing could better illustrat 

the spirity of denocracy and particularly of the democracy of the 

American nations , I a ssured t hese boys that you personally had replied 

on •ctober l oth ,and ! tol d them a t lell8th about the espionage 

aoti~ities here . 

There ia no doubt that Rios is moat eager to make the journey . r;ow 

that arrests are bei ng made of tho nazi and Axis spies on a large 

acale,I have suggested here t hat it would be well were the Covernment 

to gi~e t he A,P , and U,P , full stories on these arrests tor the papors 



of the United States - -usatul in creating a batter atmosphere tor the 

visit . 

Am disgusted with Wilkias playing ot Jim Watson ~olitioe after ho 

had had t he doors thrown u open to h1m through your letters . John Lamb 

,of Indiana ,the wisest politician I aver knoew ,often said to me that 

"if you b go t o bed with your enemies you get lioe" . I was favorably 

impressed with Wilkies conduct until after and during his last trip 
,.,.u..-
~ be began to play the demagogue with an international situation. 

Eon .Franklin D.Roosovalt 
The Whi ta House . 

~ith warmest regards , 

inceraly, 

~~ 



Clil f , 

Sant1ago, November 7, 1942 

My dear Mr. President: 

The situation as to Chile now is this: 

rirst there is no longer any doubt or her determination 
to break relations with the AXis and to proceed energetically 
against Axis espionage. 

Second, President Rioe ie eager to make his trlp and 
wants the atmosphere prepared in the United States so he 
can have the kind or r ecept i on a Chilean President must have. 

Third, immsdiately on his ' return he pro?oses to break 
relations, basing his action on the ground that not •pressure 
from the United States• but the common desire of all the 
American countries he had visited makes lt imperative and 
desirable . 

When I saw Rlos last Tuesday he talked along this line 
a.nd thought it would be most helpful 1t eome one high in 
authority in Washington said something in commendation or 
the present actlvltles of the Government against Axle espionage 
and expressed confidence in Rlos 1 i ntentions to cooperate 
tully. I telegraphed Washington proposing the plan which 
wae adopted or having a correspondent at a press conference 
ask either you or Bull for comment. The errect here has been 
splendid. President Rios, Fernandez, the Minister tor 
Foreign Affairs, Ruiz Solar, Secretary-General of the Presi­
dent, Morales, the Minister or the Interior, have expressed 
t hei r gratitude warmly to me and the diplomats or our 
Ameri can allies are delighted. 

I think that unless conditions here force a rupture 
before we must r econcile ourselves to having Chile act now 
and persistently against German espionage and l et her have 
her way about breaking on Rioe' return. I find that 

'l'be Honorable 
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practically all my American colleagues t hi nk i t beat i n the long 
run that way. They tear that an immediate break would be a eor1bed 
t o 'pressure• or 1 dictation• from us , and they feel that Rioe' 
idea o f returning with the announcement that in all American 
nati ons but one, be toun<l the t eel1.ng that Chile ehould break 
and tor the sake of solidari ty he was breaki ng, would be l ese 
difficult t or Ri oe and d ivert attacks from us . 

That Rios is eager to go I kno,. . Intimate official asso­
ciates ot the Pres ident tell me t hat he cannot go until after 
the visit of the President ot Ecuador but t hat he plane to go 
immediately t hereafter, end Ben Cohen, Amba asa<lor i n Boliv~a, 
who was summoned here to accompany Rioe a month ago, telle me 
he i s r emaining here s i nce it would not be worthwhile tor hi m 
to return to La Paz and then come back in three weeks. 

The pr ess is now making an open campai gn tor rupture on 
the r equest ot Rioe and the Foreign Minister. The other ni ght 
60, 000 people o f all parties, all but the Conservati ves, staged 
a demonstration without preoednet in favor ot rupture and for 
two hours Rios, Morales and Fernandez reviewed the parade from 
the balcony of the Moneda. 

They s aw banners with your pi ctures, Churchills and other 
United Nat i on l eaders i ncludi rg Stalin's and heard shouts tor 
you. Churchill and victory. It ,.~s orderly and 1t has made 
a deep impression. 

We must be very careful no,. to do nothing , and say nothing, 
that would change the current which now is strong and gro,.ing 
st ronger every hour . 

The election seems to me a great victory for your Adminis­
trati on . I n an oft year, with you necessarily silent, with 
taxes burdensome, with the isolati onist e lement r esentful , 
and with our Par~y in power for ten years, it is marvelous 
that we emerge in control of every branch of t he national govern­
ment. The gubernatorial result in New York does not a maze me. 
Somehow, Bennett , who pr obably is an able and good man, has 
never thrilled me, and he lacks the color and the dramati c 
appeal that hie democratic predecessors have had. Hie 
election rather smears Wilkies chances. The Lord 's will be done! 

With warmest regards , 

Sinoerel~~ 



Santiago, November 10, 1942 

My dear Mr. President: 

Yesterday I had an hour with President R1oa, apropos 
our landing in North Africa. I vas impressed with hie 
earnestness and sincerity . He greeted me ettuslvely on 
entering the room, ~itb warmest congratulations on our 
landing and on your speech to the French people, and hie 
expression, usually reticent and shy, bore out the sincerity 
ot his words. He said that because or Chile's love tor 
rranoe our action will have a splendid errect here; and 
because South Americans are largely Latin it will have a 
tine etrect o~er the continent . I then told him our 
attitude toward Italy and our action 1n declari ng Italians 
in the States not allen enemies and he said thls too would 
be et'tect1ve . 

He told me that he asked all the papers here to begin 
a campaign tor rupture and that w1th1n a tew days "even the 
ILUSTRAD01 will be aupforting hls pollcy ln thla sense. 
With a laugh he added I even have the pledge ot Arturo 
Alessandr1 that he will kefp allent henceforth•. He then 
said that the trouble with Arturo is hls apparent 1nab1llty 
to understand that 1n a grave international s1tuat1on local 
pol1t1os should stay out. 

He also said, apropos or the recent action or the 
Supreme Cour t ln holding the German banker spy that he 
had asked the Court to take such action 1! possible a.a a 
matter or high public policy . Laughingly he then added 
that when the German Ambassador saw hl~ in the interest or 
this banker spy he had told the Ambassador that this is a 
democracy with t hree independent branches ot government, 
but that the Court waa oompoeed or able men who would handle 
the be.n.ker1 s case according to law. 

The Honorable 
Franklin D. Rooaevelt , 

The Wb1te Rouse, 
Washington, D. c. 

I am 



I am sending a confidential report ot the Minister 
ot the Interior to the Mi nister ot roreign Attaire,which 
the latter sent to my bouse l ast night , to the Department 
today in despatch No. 49o4 . This report is an honest 
statement ot tacta , as I know trom my own knowledge and 
atter conferri ng with our I ntelligence Otticer, Wall . 
It you are interested in this phase you will tind an 
explanat ion ot the delay in taking action against the 
Axis espionage and something on the difficulties here due 
t o lack ot adequate tunda. I have submitted a suggestion 
apr opos ot that . 

With warmest personal regards, 

Moat sincerely yours, 

~~ 
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Santiago ,l~ovamber I6,I942 

Dear Mr President :-

I am inclosing two telegrams sent by me yesterday 

(Sunday) and today which I consider of such importance at t his juncture 

that I feel you should see them and consider thEm,and l em afraid that 

in t he crush of l'lork i,:r Welles may overlook calling t hem to your 

attention . Therd is no doubt that Chile has definitively determined to 

break with the Axis ,and the Presidents statement to me that he bad 

called i n the papers and askedcthem to begi n the campaign for rupture 

has been since borne out by their action• When he told me that the 

Ilustrada ,extremely Right,and the organ of the Church had promised him t 

t o support him if he ruptures .l was more t han skeptical · This morning 

proofo of his sincerety again in the editorial in that paper . 

We have had so many reasons for resenting Chile ' s lack 

of action that I am afraid same of our people have become prejudiced 

and are prone to be indifferent to Chile ' s present advances under 

enormously changed conditione . Nothing could be worse here . I have 

no doubt that at this juncture we must give the President here every 

sympatheti c consideration and such assi stance as we can in making his 

right about face easi er ,more dignified and graceful• 

For the first time during the last month I have been able to 

talk with the utmost frankness in an atmosphere of uneeeervs,and 

confidentially ,and we are going places • Your t elegram to Rios in 

v 



repl y to Rios startlingly cordi al and s ympathetic cable to you on 
Vorth Atrioa, has pl eased the President enormously ,delighted the 
Foreign hlinister and si~en great satis f action to the Chilean people , 
The t 1s the tone we must o.uumo and t he line we oust follow . The 
rupt ure seema positively as sured ,and ! do not think we s hould quibbl e 
over the method or means i'Uos m y think best. For t he first tima 
Gover nment here has tolked confidentially to me on Chile ' s relations 
wi th Argentine , revealing what l bad l ong t hought. 

J.on,Franklin D .noosevelt 
-'he White House . 

Wi th warmest regards , 
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~YIIIIIIIII·E!I~i~IQ~!. FOR S£CRF.TARY UND£RS£0RETARY & DUOO~ 

Rererr l ng to your telegra• o! NovembPr 1~ . 2 pm,#l}71 

1) Th la •ornlng Fernsn4e~ t elephoned ask i ng 1! I vould receive 
hle at 12: }0 today . He came to ln! or. me that yes terday 1netrou­t1one had been s ent to the Oh1lean lega tion ln VlclJ t o retire 
them to Kadrld and r emain t here pending olarl!lcat l on or t he 
e1tuat1on alnce wlth the Germane l n absolute oont r c l ln France 
ther e ia no pol nt in ha ving a l egat ion t he r • ; and a l so to the 
end tr~t Chi le may be ln be t te r positlon to fol low us on whnt­
ever otepe maY be t aken ae to poss ible recognition or another 
Government. He tol d me the French Mlnlater hee ln!orme~ hlm 
he had received not one wor~ fro~ hls Government in elght daya 
and ia very •uch dlstreseed ae to hls altuation. 

2) He also came to exoreee profound apprrc1at1on ror t he 
'very movlng charscter' or Roosevelt ' s telegr am to R os. 

}) I t hen told him I hsd transmitted the r eques t brought me by Cohen and expl ained !allure to i ncorporat e sentence asked . 

4) I then to ld h l m President Roosevelt'• 'chedule which no~ea 
l mpoaalbl e Rloa' vlslt before January 5th and he ap~esr~d to 
unde r stand, but hal! ln earnest sugges ted it mlght be ooaelble 
to a r range exchange or da tes wlth Cuban Prealdent . He ea ld he 
tho"Sht Rloa ohould go as soon as poss ible. 

5) When he eald he and Rloe felt lt beet to break r elations 
immed iately on retur n instead or before go ing, I to l d him I 
he ve no lnatruct l ons, no aut horlzat l on but asked lf he would 
l i ke ror me to glve hl m my own teeltng peraonally . He said he 
"" uld . I t hen set forth the reasons why a break before would 
be advantag~oue , coverlft& the llne ln your telegram. He thtnked 
me for apeakln~ !rankly and eald he would ap~ak frankly l n 
r eturn . Thle brought out a plan or Govern ment here not hitherto 
known. I glve you a rough but absolutely accurat e quo t at ion : 

•we ar e a ne ighbor or Argent i na , our territory touching , 
wl t h always e pose1blll ty of eome t errltorlal or other complica­
t i on snd ror that reason alone we wlsh to be !alr with Argentina. Rlos ' plan 18 this: he makea the trlp and hl s last stoo is 
1n Buenos Alr~c . ~~ero he vlll eey to Cpottllo thpt Chll~ hA' 
deter mined absolutely on an lm•edlate rupture wlth the AXle, and 
alnce Chl l e doee not vleb to leave Argentina out od a 11mb or 
isolated, he vll l urge that Argentina joln and break slmul~aneouely . 
He wlll make 1t clear t ha t Chile will br eak Bt once even lf 
Areent lno wlll not , bu t that he wtshed to opere Argentina th~ 
embarras sment or being l ett alone . • Fennsndc~ sa id t here 1& s 
ver y etrong reeling tor rupture among Argent lnlons and th<t 
ther e l e a good prospect thn~ when Rloa ma~ea hla l~edlate 
lntentlona known an~ lnvlt ea Argentina to Joln, ehe ~Y ~o eo. It she do~• not , i t vlll not deter Chile at all . 

Her t la somet hi ng you may want to ocnelder. I t la th• ! lrat 
clear expoelt l on or Chlle' • at titude tovard Arrent1na I have heard . 

I told hlm frankly that our friends hsd been worried becauae 
Rloo• last vlsit would be to Buenos Alres an~ t~n t t he Argent lneo 
might oer euade hl m not to brr ak. He s a l d that thie wat qu1te 
true a t one t l me but no longer. 

He ta ld he woul d gl•• Rloo =Y vlewa ond he hoped I would 
f¥k=A~ih1a veri gon!1dent1al plan or Rl oa to waablneton ror oua con 1 eratlon aa a orac t ical way or bringing not 
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only Chlle but Argentina lnto the orblt . But he reiterated 
that h~ving g lven Ar gentina her chance, Cblle wlll aot 
regar dless or Ar gentina ' s reaction . I am sur• he t&l ked wlth 
comple t e frankness . 

6) E:l Me r our·lo today e d1tor 1ally ment lone ruptur e . 
The edltorlal written by Foreign 0tf1ce oftlolal. 

Please call the Presldent •s attention to thls telegram . 

Repeated to Buenos Alree . 

Bowers 
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Copy o f Telegram No. 1987 or November 16, } pe 

001-li' .. ll'!l"£111!1~! FOR THF' BECRE:'ARY UNDERSECRETARY AllD DUOOAN 

Re f erring to my telegr am No . 19!3 or November 15, 2 pm 

Now that even the DIARIO IUIBTliADO has c011e out edaor1ally 
with oledre to eupoort Rios in whate••r policy h~ cay adoot, I thi nk it very neoeetary t~~t ~aah1ngton coneider the raoidly changing p-oapecta her~ . It muat be kept in mind in whatever 
ia done or aeid that the r e i s no doubt that ~he determinat i on 
haa been reached by t he President and hie Government to b r tak with the AXle; that Gover nment i a acting poe 1t1vely to pr epar e the way for the break eoon; that th~ action or ILUSTPA DO thia 
morning bears out R1oa• statement to ~e r eported at the time trAt he has the pledge or this paper to support hie i n the even t 
o f a break; t hat Morales Saturday made a s peech g iven to the pr ess which leaves no doubt or oov,rnment 1e position in which 
he said, apropos or the action being taken ag~ inet Axis espionage, that he i s ac ting on the President's inst r uctions to act ener­getically agains t all agenciee operating against the democ racies. 

Vhile we ant an~ shall do what we can to break the 
break before R1os' visit, we should give due cona tde ration 
~o r~rnaneez' explanation or t he plan ee i t r~letes to A~entina and bear in mi nd that there i s a special Argentine-Chilean problem involving the relations or the two nations. 

'lfe have the aaPurance from every governc:Pntal quarter uo 
to the Pr~ei•ent that the break will come i mmed1ately on 
R1os return; ane the rac t that the Pr~61dent feels that the visit should be at an early date indicates the teel1ng that the break must come aa eoon ae poeetble. 

Now t hai the pr eee campai6n ie launched to or epare the 
ground tor the break I am arreid that i t i a unfortunate to 
have th1e continued for a6 much aa two montha aince i t will lose ite punch 1n that time, and I euapect th1e may be in the 
mind or Rio a . 

Ou r resent ments or Chile 's attitude in the oae t have been richly earned , but now that the dirft in our direction ie 
pronounced, and pledgPs are made, I feel that an attitude ot 1nditference now would be very bad and that it should now 
be our po l icy to do what we can to emooth the wa1 for the 
Government there to aot through euch confidential coooeretion a6 we can Elve . 

If Pres i dent Roosevel~ could possibly epare t hree days for Rioa immediately aft er the Cuban leaves it would g reatly 
haeten the ruptur e; and if t he visit made befor e the r upture Coordination Committee and propaganda egenc1ee 1n States could pr epare a good a t mosphere by hav ing oreee aeeume that 
thie ie the preliminary to tte break. 

We shall do what we can within the proprieties to convince 
the Government t hat rupture should come before the vis i t . 

However ror the f irst time , we have reached a very friendly 
ooooera t ive confidential state or negotlatione, end the 
purooae of thla telegrs~ ia to urge t~~t Washington take cogni zance or this changed s ituat i on and be ae helpfu l sa 
i • reaeonable and proper 1n ma king i~ as eaey a s ooaa1ble 
for ~ovornment to right about race with some semblance of d i gnity. ~rnm 
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Santiago, November 23 , 19~2 

My dear Hr . President: 

I am much gratified by the report in the press here that you have intervened to prevent the assassination -

-"-

for that i s what it would amount to - of Largo Cabellero, Quiroga, and Gi ron, arrested by the Germane in France and sent to Franco . I note that special emphasis is laid on Largo Caballero which is all right . But since Largo Caballero is a Socialist and it appears from the press that my old friends Fernando de los Rios and Del Vayo have inter­ceded with you, it occur s to me that they ma y no t have said enough about Qui roga and Giron who are of the party of Azana, mere republicans and outstandi ng democrats. G1ronb arrest is outrageous since he was not a politician, merely a strong r epublican snd an idealist, a ohysi cian or standing , who was made Prime Minis t er to succeed Quiroga when the latter at the very begi nning of the war was d i splaced. He was a personal friend and appointment of Azana . 

Quiroga is a man of abili ty, an ardent democrat and r eoublioan , and he was very close to Azana . He was Prime Minis t er when the war began . Because be was Prime Minister when Calvo Sotella, the head of the AXis crowd in Spain, was assassinated by three of ficers of the Assault Gua rds, it was charged, as part of t he Nazi conspiracy, that he had arranged the a ssassi nation, and because of this he is in danger. Or course he had no more to do wi th arranging an assassinat ion thanAzana . Calvo Sotello, who was ki l l ed none to soon in the intere s t or the Reoubl ic, was killed because just bef ore , t h r ee days I t h i nk before , an officer or the Assaul t Guards was assassinated by the Fasc i sts and the Assault Guards took matters into their own hands without consulting the Government at all. 

I am gratified by your i ntercession becaus e mil i tary r easons have necessitated the giving out or stattments by us implying perfect confidence in Franco, and this has caused a painful impression among a l l the friends or Spanish 

The Honorable 
Franklin D. Roosevelt , 

The Whi te House , 
Washing ton, D. C. 

democracy 
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democracy who do not see the military angle . 

Apropos or"11e.nco•s and Jordana's l'leutral1tll", I 
mi ght suggest that perhaos, s inc e the proor or the pudding 
i s the eating~ that perhaps Jordana might 1nstruot hie 
Missions her e and t hroughout South America that neutrality 
does not mean an intens1ricatton or their cooperat i on 
with the Axle 1n the nastiest kind or propaganda agai nst 
us ; and that it 1s d1rr1cult to associat e •neutrality• 
with the presence or Spanish troops with the Germans 
operating against Russ i a , our Ally. 

Incidentally, J ordana, whom I know , was the man 
who entered i nto the agreement with Mussol ini 1n 1926 
to turn the Balearic Islands over to the use or I taly 
as a base i n the case Italy should be involved i n a war. 
He was a Fasci s t then as he ie a Fasc i st now. One can be 
a monarchist, as 1n Italy, and still stand ror a 
Fascist regime, as in Italy. 

I am merely giving you this as background . 

Wi th warmest regards, 

Sinoe~,~f/ 



Sant iago, December 7, 1942. 

Deer ~:r . President : 

Since !.:orales , t:inistet· of the Interior , and v scar .;.choe.lce 
erri ve i n .iash i ng tm uednesday or 1'bUl·sday on a confidential 
miss ion from Ri os t o you , it may be or assistance for you to have 
my analys i s of •hese ~en end of their mission before you see them. 
Prioorily both havo been mi litantly anti -Nazi end both lead and 
per sisted in the 1'1 eht tor e rupture with the Axis . Both ere 
pro-Arorican and pro -Roosevelt , particul>lrly Schnake . The letter , 
\lhonyou know, is i n my opinion by odds the nearest to a statesmn 
o: vision <.nd judgment ot WlY ntlll i n public lifo here , but I under ­
st>and you have a high recard ror hi., . !..orales i s young , a bit 
e xalted , inpuls1ve , very ambitious , but i nexperienced ; and his 
JudbiJlent or men and thi nes is very often not sound . h e appears to 
have the i mpressi on thnt Nelson "ockefelle r is the dictator of our 
for eign policy, etc . 

I talked l'tlth ..:orales before he left but found him rnther too 
cae ey on hi s mission to suit w~ and I had an how·'s confidential 
t alk with Schnake at my house Saturday . There apoear s to be no 
doubt t hat the j)Qrpose at the mission is to soy to you tbat Chile 
is GOing to break 'Hi t h t he Axis ver y soon ; to give you .dos • s idee 
of what nay be needed in the wey of cooper ation aa defence a £&inat 
possible atta c ks or sabotage . Schnttke said that he i s not impressed 
by economic needs, but t hat certain Jr.atudal for defence does seem 
reasonable to hi m, I to l d hi m that •men Chile breaks i t is my 
itlpreesion thet sb.e may get some de f ence o aterial, but eXpressed 
doubt about getting anything until Chilo ' s pos i tion i s enti rely 
claril'ied . I suggested that you be told first that Chile will 
break on a specii'iod day , that this be n>lde a s ecret, official 
goverrun~n tal declaration. I told him thet uith t his oeter r.lined 
absolutely , I felt sure there ~~uld be a disposition to talk over 
wi th .. ore.les and Schnake the defence necessities sympatheti cally , 

The Pr esi dent, 

The .1hite Roue&. 



1 intendocl 1.0 eay 1.0 ~ehnake ~lll'lt 1 thoul'ht it a erave m1ato.ke 
not to ini'orm .1chola ot' ~ho visit , but before 1 tP t to it Johnt!.ke 
llllt1c1pct ed me by snylnf thct he 1a diet1•esaed over thut flbo.se and 
tllinks it n grave miatalce . I aucr.ested t hat since •. iehola hna been 
ror rup~ur• llnd •~anus well with ol85hirii'I.Oil , this concealt:.ont or tho 
htenoecl visit rron hi. woul<l be open to mialnterpretatLon . lle aaw 
that at once , t.ad aeon it before . lie said he t.ould se .. the :'oroi&-'1 
.1nister tha~ oisy and toll hiJ> wllat be thou m. , and that unleas the 
ore! ·n Cft1ce ini'Or.oe 1cbels, ha aoid , "I personall.Y Shall 1ntons 

ni.JI . • I tbinlc that this conceelllent r~n l.lchele aer e]J retlocts 
local pol1tical J:IWIOuvering , 11J1d 1 "" c"nv1ncocl that •. orsles •tunta 
to oe Anbassador 1n .• ash1ngt<>n . 

As you hove poos ibl y obsorvod , 1£ you road the telogrOMs to tho 
Deportment I sent you , I L'eel vory e t ronel<r that the s ituation horo 
nO\'/ is such that wo rnust cllLin;o our ottHuae rro. one or justll'iod 
reaentruent over r•at policies to one ot' sympathetic cooperution • 1th 
.dos. I base ~his on the co· .... on understa dinv 1 ell circles here 
that rupture 1a cOt tin& very speed UJ. l'l.ure are rcasa:us . 

:'!rat: ~ loa tl\roe we<M::~ a --o called 1o the publishers or all the 
p.. .Jers , told thbu he is pre per i n,• to oreo.k u1.d auod then to launch 
a ce..apai L"' ror rupture , If be does not intend to break thia would be 
inerodiblJ stupid, 

Second : ·rho J>OP"l'O oro actine in uccoruance v. i th tho r<>quoat , 
and .:::1. :.:.:.'lW.UO , tho •;..17 %:!~ TL.:.;s or Ct,ile , very conservnt1vo, 1a 
strong 1n H a ocl1toricl cleclorations thbt Chilo "ust break . 

Tbircl: 'L'he ·ore!" ; ini ster in a powur.'ul OX!>OS1t1 "" or torol"' 
policy borore the .enute tolcl 1t bluntly tlu:t Chile nust bt•ealr: and 
very soon, c.ncl '1111. 

Un<ior these cireurstances I reel etror tl)' that it W<~uld be a 
r rave mistur.e to per tit resentnoo t ur :.ooa~ volley to lead us i uto an 
attitude of' 1udU'feronce , and thut on tbo cuntrary we should no·,, con­
centrate on doin >~hatever is J>OSsiblo to !l\0.(0 it oosier ror ,({oa • 

. lo Wldorato.nd here that if Chile brouka the nreentine Government 
mll st!Jl~ pet aroinat rupture; that she Ia encoura,;;ed in this utti ­
tuoe by tl:e ·ritieh ; Lnd in line with thla Ia the tact that th~ trit­
ish t.ere , ineluo.i t~ ... ..cbassy, bLve etood naioe and ;1vnn us no help 
.. hateve. in the att•r or rupture . In a •ition we fine that the rit­
isb colonJ is .-It ins the mst or our alleo:u<l alllance w1 th llllrlon , 
the !>rene.. !aeciet, nnd expreas1nl" ita e~ ,...tJ•Y er:·usively with tho 
:'ree >ranch, who 1dll bevo no truck ui tll tho :Jurlans and «heine , 11.1\d 
cr1t1c1s1ne ua to then. rhese are t hin • to be kept under cover , or 
course, ond not f 1vun to t he publ1c , but I thi nk 1t necessary ror you 
t o have the fact o. 



' 
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I was tal> lne t. Ia .D1'111n~> with the 3raz1l1Bll •<cl>aoaador , 
'lho th1o.ka tlwt wbon Chile breaks , It Ar~ent1os does not , we 
.u.et ret rouGh w lt.h her , and he expressed surprise over the 

six millions rumlahod 'ranco .;;)lain ror the -.u.rcl:aae or roods 
frol'l the f.rgentine , 

I cannot be expected to sher~ In anyone ' s en thus laM over 
rood General i runco In vi ew or the violou~ cooperation the Jpo.n­
lsh -'mbassy h•ra Ia cons tantly rlvlnr the A.'d.s throueh propa­
randa ot tho r.oo t unecrupuloue 110rt . I note one new result 
tn 1111 Intercepted lotter Cro'!l o ;;'elancist be1·o to o:.e In the 
Ca:: al .;ono : 

"The Nonh ""' r1cen roli ties 1 1< Its ""Orst oorlocl or 
ore~tlon and L.perlalla. 1l:e '" ;erican •~:bassa~or 

:ao..-ers Is a ueclaro•i Co .unlst , ".::o alGoo the "'1-M.Iah 
.!epublic, and be now luncl:<os aa lly with ;;<>ntreru Labore" . • 

labarca Is the Co:.=nlst lea~ur who" l saw once at a public 
-at!•erins: . 

• 1th v:e.r-1est reHirda, 

.. 
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December 18, 1~2 

MJ dear Kr. Prealdentl 

I am enol oa1ng herevlth the let ter addreese4 

to yo~ by tbe Pre~ldent ot Oblle vh1ch vaa bro~bt 

to Vaahi nat on by the Chi l ean Mi nister ot t he Inter i or, 

Se~r Mora l ea, Whoa yo~ reoe1Yed yesterday. I aa 

a l ao enoloel ns a tranala~ lon thereof. 

In t he event t hat you vlah Senor Morales to t uke 

baok t o Chile vhen he leavea next week a reply t o t hla 

l atter , I aa enol oelng a euggea t ed r eplr. It thla 

dr af t aeet s vlth your approval, pl ea se sign it and 

aend lt bfok t o •• a nd I v111 hand i t per sonally to 

Seior Moralea bef or e he leavea Washingt on. 

BelleYe • • 

r a lthtully youre, 

Eno l o:mre : 
Letter from 1 r o i dunt 
of Chile . 
... u-:; · ·: tod :· ly . 

'l'he Pre&ldent, 

The llh l h Rolli' 

SUMNER WE'LLES 
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I t ••• a l)le&IJure 1.o reoe1.,. t.:>ur JtCellenoJ '• letter 

ot !Aoedler 2 troa U. hantoa ot' JO\U' 1n1a tor . ~enor ,.adl 

It ,... been all t.bll 111ore t;ra t1ty1n., to d to talk 

wlth .eflor ;.'oralea e1noe I nave l•&r ted f'ri)ll TOU ot 7.;)\lJ' 

pereQIO&l t'rhndohll) .('or hlJl ltnd l.llll Wll1a1tod OOM1denOe 

•ltb wn1oh :rou honor b1a. 

I ebare wlth J0\1 a t'lftl belle! 1n tbe valu. .;) f d1aoua-

• lane ot ti.h n&ture between l'e)Jreaentel.ll'ea or people• 

who al.al'e a ~,;reat trad! t1on ot' tr1enc1ah1p. and, at tl'lll 

present or1t1oll l hour 1n tbe world •a blator'J' , raoe t.os-tuar 

with tho otl:IOr treo reoploa or the wo1•ld t he 1m.peret1ve 

n e041aa1t:r !'or c-oo aacrltlce s &lid oooper atlve ettor t U' 

t.he7 are to J>N••rv• tt.e1r rlc;ht to Cora• ta.1r own de•­

t 1n1ea aa lnd.epondent. aO't'er•l&n natlorw . 

I t h ~ oon1'1dan L hope th at tbe owweraat.1ona which 

I and otblr or t'lolala ot -: ao-.ern.en t Lave e nJo,.e4 wHh 

Rh l .lt041lleno:r 

~ ~1Lonlo Rloa 'fOralea, 

Prea1dent or tllll ~epubllo or ~b1le , 

.;>&ntl&aO • 

_., 
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.tlor lloralea blt.vo brout;ht vary oloao Lloa daJ •ll.en tbe 
o-unlf.J or Aaerloan l!epublloa , or whloh t be IM1 toad t.ataa 
1a pr o\.14 Lo ba a -llb• r , MJ ooWlt upon \be t'\llloat a\lpport 
and praoUoal oollaborat1oo or JOur &reaL oowtLry 1n Lbe 
vitall7 1~~PGrtant t.aalt or 1naurtn... our oo"'"""' o\II'Yhal, 

I .... glad to !.Ave thla opportWilty or • XPreUlns to 
rou, u I did to Sallor .lloralu , ., l.ope \hat wll.en tllll dlt-

•1 r .. l that o1rov.aatanooa are a\loll t.blt.t 7ou -:r o.,.. to 
tll.e 1Jnl t.ad Statu in purauanoo of the 1nv1tot1on whloh I 
bad tll.e ph&alU .. of extending to JOU laot .luo~suat . 

Plaaaa aooo pt the aaaurancoa or mJ h1 beat eat••• 
an4 rq boa t whbaa for rour paraonal woU-bel.n&• 

s .. u ....... 

Very alnoorolJ 7oura , 



. . 

811 Excellenc7 

Juan Antonio R!oe Y.ora.lu, 

Preaident ot Chile, 

s.tntiago. 



FRANKLIN D. h<.OSEVELT 

Pres1d~ate ie los Lstaios Uaiios 
ie Norte An&r 1oa. 

\'IASHINOTON 



• 

Santiago,Dioiembre 2 de 1942.-

E:nmo. Sei'lor 
Franklia D. Roosevel t 
Presidente te los Estados U~idos 
de Norte America 
l'lASJUNCTON. -

GRANDE Y BUEN AMICO: 

Cirounstanoias que son conocidas de Vues­

tre Exoelenoia y que aadie lameata mas que y6,me ban i mpeiido 

basta &bora oorresponder a la gentil invitaoi6n de Vuestra Ex­

cel enoi a e ir a Washington para tratar personalmente y en un 

ambiente ie sinceridad y oonrianza las ouestiones que inters­

san vitalmente a nuestros dos paises y a l a Amerioa,y para lle­

var a l Gobierno de Vuestra Exoel_ lcia y a su gran pueblo el 

testimonio de la sincera amistai y del pr op6sito de frenca oo­

laborao16a que animan a Chile en estos momeatos deoisivos para 

los iestiaos de America y del munio . 

No deseando postergar por mas tiempo la 

expresi6n de esos anhelos ,be peiido a m1 Primer W~nistro, Sei'lor 

RaUl ~orales,para que oomo Eaviado espeoial y personal mio se 

dir1Ja a \Vash1Jigtoa y lleve a Vuestra Exoeleaoia y a su ilus­

trado Gobierno el pensamiento exacto y los ver 4aderos sent1m1en­

tos que animan e informan la aoo16n del Pres1oente ie Chile . 

La amistad personal e 111m1tada conrianza 

que tispeaeo al Sefior Raul Morales , la pos1o16a que oeupa en m1 



Gobierno y las d.otes d.e talento que lo d.istinguen,me dan la 

segurid.ad. que habra de encontrar favorable acogida en Vuestra 

Exoeleneia y que ~abra interpretar 1'1elment e los prop6sitos 

que me animan de hacer cada i!a mas estrechas las muy eordiales 

relaGiones que felizmente unen a nuestros ios puebl os . 

Ruego a Vuestra Exce lencia quiera aoeptar 

las seguridades de m1 particular aprecio y los votos que for­

mul o por su ventura personal y e l exito de su Gobierno .-



I 
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PRESIDEr:cY OF T H!: P.EPUBLIO 
CHILE 

Hie Excellency 

Franklin D. Rooseve~.t, 

Presi dent or the United 

States of America , 

Washington . 

GREAT MID GOOD FlUE'"D: 

Sant 1a,cro , December ? , 194? . 

Circumstances which are known to Your Excp11enc~ 

and which no one regrets more than I have ureve~t ed me 

hi therto from responding to Your Excellenov' s kind 

1nvi t ation to go to lle.Ahi ngton t o d1 souse nPrflonal 1.v 

and in en atmosphere or sincerity end confidence the 

quest i ons which vitally concern our t~ countries P~d 

Acerica, and to take to Your !':xcellenov ' s ~ ern, .. nt 

and your greet people t he aeeurancee or thp Pinc .. re 

friendship end the purpose or frank colle'borrtlon l~hich 

animate Chile in these moments decisive tor thr de~t1n1es 

of America and of t he world . 

Not desi ring to postpone longer t he expression of 

t hese desires , I have asked my Fi rst Mi ni ster , Mr . RaUl 

Morales, to go to Washington as my special and personal 

envoy 
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envoy and take to Your Excellency and your enlightened 

Government the exact thought and the true sent iments 

which inspire and shape the act i on of the Pr esident of 

Chile . 

The per sonal friendship and unli mi ted confi dence 

which I have for ~!r. Raul Mor ales , the position whi ch 

he occup i es in my Gover nment and the t alent ed g i fts 

whi ch di s t i nguish h i m af for d me the as surance t hat he 

will meet with a favor able recept i on from Your Excellency 

and that he will be abl e fai t hfully t o interpret t he 

purpo~ee which move me daily to draw closer the very 

cordial relations which happily unite our t~10 peoples . 

I beg Your Excellency t o be good enough to accept 

the assurances of my particular esteem and my good 

wi shes tor your personal happi ness and the success of 

your Gov ernment . 

( S ) J. Ant . R! os 

TR:FGH: JMC 





THE UNDER" SECRETARY o• STATE 

WASHINGTO N 

December 18, 1942 

My dea r l~r. President: 

I am enclo s i ng herewith t he l e t ter addressed 

to you by the Pres i dent of Chile ~Jhich 11es brought 

t o \•Ja shing t on by t he Chilean Hinis ter of t he Inter ior , 

Senor Mor t.. les, whom you received yesterday. I am 

a l so enclosi ng a translat ion thereof . 

In t he event t hat you wish Senor Morales to t <. ke 

back t o Chile when he leaves next ~Ieek a r epl y t o t his 

l etter, I a m enclosing a suggested r eply . If t his 

o ra r t meets 1·11 th your approva l , pl ea se sign 1 t and -
se nd it back to me and I wil l ha nd it personally to 
..___- -Senor l~rales before he l ea ves Washingt on . 

Believe me 

Enc l osure : 
Letter fro~ rresident 
o_ Chile . 
...iuccosted rc-:~ly . 

The Pr esident, 

The ~lhite House 
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