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THE WHITE BOUSE 
Waab1ogton 

• 

I baTe 70ur letter or Deo•ber 28. I 

ae1uae that the Carl Wilson aatter hal now 

been oleared up wU.b the Br1t11.b and tbat I 

oan now d11ai11 h11 aot1•1t1e• trOD ar a1nd. 

Your ooament 1 about the probab1li t7 or a 

break in relation• betweec Clhlle and the h11 

powers are indeed enoour-s1ng. I gathered 

troa •1 oon•er1ation with Seftor Morale• tbat 

a def11l1t1Te deo1e1on bad been taken b7 the 

Chilean GoTernaent. Perhaps I 1hould not re­

oall that I der1•ed a 11a11ar 1apre111on rroa 

., talk w1 th Aabanador Xiohela on hil return 

rroa Chile laet August. At all nentl, I aa 

detin1tel7 h.,etul. 

With be•t wi1hee, 

Yerr 11noerel7 JOW'I, 

!be Boaorable 
Claude G. Bower• 

Aaer1o&D Aatae•ador, 
S&Dt1ago. 

I 

'lt , f;. lt/.L 
I- ! 
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Sant1~go , December 28, 1942 

My dear Mr. President : 

A long while ago I sent you copies of what purported 
to be s ome very obnoxious matt er written on the ac t ual 
stat i onery of the Brit ish Embassy. I eent it directly to you, 
not to the Department, so it is not a matter of record t here . 
The man who brought this to me af t er t he Mexican Ambassador 
rAd been impressed was Oarl Wilson, an ant i-British English­
man. I n the enclosed let ter to Welles you wil l finO another 
r eference to t his man and the stationery of the Presidencia 
here . From both of which the inevitable conclusion must be 
that Wilson is a dangerous Nazi agent with a g i ft for stealing 
stationery. I give this to you that it may wipe out any 
possible suspici on planted by the first incident . 

There is every reason to believe t hat rupture is cer­
tain and very soon . The enemy 1e going the full leng th 
wi t h the moat f antastic at tempt s t o cause trouble for us . 
Much of this is aimed at me personally since the fight here 
has been maO e entirely by me nnd by the Brazilian a nd 
l·lexican Ambassadors . I draw the tire since it is assumed 
that t he other two Ambase~dors a re merely following my lead . 
The fact is t hat we have haO no real ~elp from any other 
Ameri ca n diplomats . All are mos t friendly, interested in 
r upt ure , but none except the two mentioned have urged rupture 
on the Government here . And the BritishEmbasey ha s done ab­
solutely nothing . Once t he British Ambassador mildly tol d 
the Minister Britain 1-1ould like to see a rupture but thi s 
'lias onl y after he received instructions from Eden follow i ng 
our AmbassaOor ' s conversation with him . 

I tolO Washi ngton in the beginning that in my opinion 
Ch1le~·oul0 be t he hardest nut to crack and gave the reasons . 
So it has be!'n . And for the reasons g iven . 'lie hl ve had to 
fisht har O ror every i nch gained. But I t h i nk t he battle 
is now won. National polit1os has bePn t he curse . 

The Honorr ble 
Franklin D. Roosevel t, 

The White House, 
Washington, D. c. 



Aleseandri a nd I have become very chummy . He ie 
reading my books a nd l audinf m6 all over the l ot , ~nd he t ells 
me he ie not convinced or the advantage of a rupture but t hat 
he has aeid hie last word and last wePk he told me he had 
pos1viely refused t o ale n a manifesto t o R1os against rupture . 
He also asked me to inform Welles that more t han anything 
in his life he is •sorry• about what he sai d about \-Jelles , 
and that he had "a hi gh fever" when he 1~rote his famous letter . 

The Darlan incident ht.s been very embarrassing here , but 
it seems now t hat the differences will be ironed out . Ninet y 
per cent ot the French are bitterly anti-Darlan and anti-Vichy . 
Colonel Loriton , the French !Ulite.ry Attache who had been 
pro-Ally but loyal to Petain, arranEed a mass for Darlaa 
and we were invited to attend . I talked with t he British 
Ambassador who remai ns bit ter and said he 1~ould i gnore the 
in vi t at ion . I compromised by sending t he l-!111 tary and 
Naval Attaches as a recogniti on of Darlan •s military coopera­
tion with us, but did not go myself since that could be 
interpreted as having polit ica l significance . I am sure 
I did the risht t hing . 

~-11th warmest regards, 

Since;:::;;~ 
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Santiago, December 28, 1942 

Dear Mr.Welle• : 

The oaee ot Moreno vae peoul1ar. ~e all kntv her e ot 

the eueplolone r egarding hl1 ronuer aot1Y1t1u and 1n oonu­

,uenoe euggee,ed t hat he be watched . However anJ nu.ber ot 

termer enea lee at oure are t oday ttrongly t or rupture and I 

haYI t hought i t beet to keep their t oreer a ot1v1t1•• 1n the 

baok ot •1 head. Thlt aan•e i ntiaate relat i on• wlth th1 

Cathol1o Univer tlty and t he •eound aoet i mpor,ant paper 1n 

Sa ntiago i nduotd a e to bel ieve t hat wl th t he warning eent it 

a1ght be ot lome value to tee hia. However, you may have 

poeitive into~tion we oould no t get ot hie purpose in the 

Statu. 

In view ot Aleeeandri'• oonoern over the publication 

ot otr,aln d l ploaatlo paper1 , lett it 1nolu4e aattere ten41BC 

to aooentuate the taneion between Peru and Ohlle, I eant hla 

t he matter to be ueed and explained that t h11e thingl are 

never publiehed until eubmit ted to the Oovernaent i nvolved 

and until ooneant il given. I aleo eant hia a vol uaa o t 

"For eign Relatione• 10 he would knov the nat ure or the publica­

tion. I bave a veryoordial lett er t rom him axpreee1ng hie 

ooaple'e l&tietaotion a nd eepeoially with what he round in t he 

printed volu.. ooverlng the epieode ot hie abdloation when he 

took retuae 111 our lllb&UJ. Be it writing an hietorloal 

book ooverlng portion• ot hie oareer and he ia delighted 'o 

nota 'he .. nner in wbloh he i t 'reated in the daepatohtl to and 

troa Vaehlllgton a' tbe tlae ot t he ooup d'etat. 

Let ae g1ve you an lllultratlon or the toul a athodl 

being uted b7 our enea iee ln their detperation over the indica­

t ion• ot an early rupture . We are int aaouely abuted 1n the 

lla&l preu and I aa the eubJeot ot lying attaok.l wh1ob I i gnore. 

But here ooaee the ollmax ot it all: 

There il a .an here naaed Oarl Wilton, an Engllebaan, 

who 1apre•••• •• ae either i neane or a• an agent poeing ae a 

t ool. He aanaged in 10a1 way to oonvinoe L\ HORA, the paper 

l ergalJ owned by the Preeldent, that be could do eoaa work 

The Honorable 
8\IIUMr Wellaa, 

Und•r ... ,..,&1'1 ot l'at a, 
Wallhlngton, D.O. 

tor 
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for the paper. He wa s given an interview by Pr esident Rios. 
Lat er be oame to me with what purport ed to be another i nterview 
on the stat i onary of the Presidencla, which was actually pro­
Nazi i n t one . The whole is illustra t ed by tht fi r s t quest ion 
and answer: 

•Is i t t he intention ot Chil e to brea k relat i ons wi th t he AXief 

"Ther P ie no intention ot cheng lng Ch11P 1 ~ foreign policy 
i n any way• . 

Wilson b rought t his t o me with some uncomplimentary state­
mente re~erding Rios.He pos es ae an a rdent friend of ours . I 
made no comment other than t r.at 1 hoped he ~:ouln not oubl1eh the 
interv l ew. 

The other day when I eaw Fernandez be brought up the eubjeot 
ot Wils on . He sai d that '~ ilson bad t aken "t: his purported inteJ'­
view on t he sta tionery of the Pres1denc 1a to Rioe and t old him 
be had stolen i t from my dest; t hat I had e vident ly s tolen the 
ltationery and faked the int erv iew to char~ Rloe with the United 
Stat es a nd t hat I was s ending i t to Wa shln~ton . De then banded 
me the i nterview on t he Presidencla stationery tha1. ':ltl eon had 
shown me . He said th/Jt 'iileon told t he Presi<lent I am the worst 
enemy of Chile ln thi s count r y . 

FPrnanoe z woe not im"Ores s ed and kne•.-t t"la t 1t 11aa o. fake . 
But the Presi dent nad t urned 1t over to him and was worried 
abou L t he s t ationery . I told hin: what we knew of illaon, and 
sugges ted that I t oo wae worried about how '•' llson got the 
stat ionery an~ sug~est~d t hat the Presi~ent have an intestiga­
tion maa e 1n his own office . Fernandez sa1~ 1t was very evident 
to him that ''/tlson i s either crazy or a llaz1 agent and that 
t he b est thin~ woul<l be to give hi~ hie head and hnve hi m 
watched byboth the Bureau of I nvestigations her e and by our 
people . On that we agreed . 

This incident r ecalls another thAt eeea ed ve ry s erious , 
over a year ago. Wi lson while an Engl i shman 1s bi tt er 
against England. One day he br ought to us a letter on the 
aotual stationery of the Bri t i sh ~bassy purport ing to be 
inetruotione from t he Brit ish Embassy l n Buenos Aires t hat 
let te r s f rom Spanish Fa langlst leaders be carried i n the 
Brit ish pouoh. I n t he light ofthis l a st incident i twoul d 
seem t hat '111leon ma y not be so crazy; t hat he is a master i n 
t he st ealing of stationery ; and t hat he i s a Nazi agent. 

I s uggested to Fernandez , i n whom I have the most perfect 
oont1denoe thus f a r, that s ince t he President must see all 
aort a of men, it i s not i mprobable that he may be t old any 
number of liea about me, on whom the Nazis or e now concentrating 
their hat e, and t hat I will appreciate i t lf the President 
will immediately end always tlform Fernandez so b e can inform 
ae. He t hought hie a good plan . 
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AIR M All. 

The general feelin~ here is that rupture will f ollow 
on t he heels of Mo rales r et urn. I am wonder ing if you impressed 
on Morales Just what rupture means - that i t means oar rying out 
all t he eooncomio and f inancia l provisions t hat make r uptur e ot 
value . I f so I would appreciate knowing his reac t i onl I have 
the men i n the offic e s etting al l t hese matter s in shape to pre11, 
and it wi l l be ot help to know that this waa impr essed on Moral•• 
and had hi e acquiescence . 

I t is to be hoped that the tragic eliminat ion ot Dar·lan 
opens t he way t o a rea l unif l.cation ot t he French . It has been 
very embar rassing here . A ma s s was held for Darlan and I wae 
invited t o attend . Since ninety-five per cent of the Fr ench 
had no use tor Ds r lan here th is was embarra ssing . I t a lked with 
the Br i tish Ambassador who was ver y bi t ter and sa i d he would 
utterly ignore t he i nvit ation. I comoromised by sending the 
Mi litary and Naval Attaches a s sn express i on ot our appr ecia­
tion of t he mi l i tary s ervice Dar lan had rendered in Nor t h Africa 
but di d not attend myself l est my pr esenc e be g iven a political 
sign1tLcano e . 

With warmest per sonal regarde , 

Sincerel y yours , 

/~ 
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X)' dear Mr. Pru14ent : 

OEPARTMI!:NT 01'" STATE 

WAS HINGTON 

January 9 . 1943 

I haTe reoe1Te4 rou.r aeaoran~ ot Januarr 6, 19~ 

enoloa1ng a letter of Deoeaber 28, 19~. vbloh fOU haTe 

rece1•e4 troa Aabaaaador Bovera 1n Santiago, Cbile. 

In reaponae to fOur requeat, I aa encloa1J18 a dratt 

ot a auggeated replf to Aabaeaador Bowers t or f Our oona1-

deration and a1gnat f OU apprOTa. 

J ' 
Encloaurea: 

1. Draft. 
2. Letter ret urned. 

!he Prea148Jlt, 

fhe White Houae. 
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DIVISION I 

ENCLOSURE 
TO 

Letter drafted 

A()UJtt:S.'il·.U '1 0 

The Pre s1 dent 

.a • M:t'n•• rn r• rwnw• rr 1 1 Ul:U 



Santiago, February 1 , 1943. 

Dear Mr . Pres i dent s 

Congratulations on the most dramatic and effective 
act in history. The effect here , and unquestionably 
throughout South America , has been electric . I am 
expecting any moment to hear that you have gone to 
Coney Island to shoot the shoots just for fun and 
exercise . 

I have this morning a letter from the Basques 
here asking that something be done to release from 
concentration camps in Africa t he Basque soldiers 
who fought in the Basque country and Catalunya in 
the Republican army. They say these men would un­
quest i onably join the army of the United Nations and 
they would be well worth having , for no where have 
men fought better than these men who for two and a 
half years , despite every obstacle put in their way, 
held back the gangster flood from the rest of Europe. 
It occurs to me as possible that some arrangements 
may have been made at Casablanca and if so it would 
be advantageous for me to know, since most of the 
Spanish here are Basques, and most all the Spanish 
Republican refugees here are Basques and these have 
done most eff ective work for rupture . 

Your absence at the time of the rupture, maki ng 
i mposs ible a quick reply to R!os, has been painfully 
embarrassing since with all American Presidents and 
the King of England telegraphing at once, the general 
public has done a lot of gossiping and there has been 
s ome resentment . I secretly informed R!os and 
Ferpdndez but they were sworn to secrecy, and this 
d i- not explain to the public . I of course could say 
nothing i n explanation to the press . That is the 
r eason for t he tel egrams . I have no doubt you will 
telegraph Rios befo re you rece ive t h is letter . 

The Honorable 
Franklin D. Roosevelt , 

The White House, 
Washington, D. C. 



• 

Naturally enough, the Spanish have taken over tor the Germans and Italians , and t he Swedes for t he Japanese . The latter have been confined to their quarters here , radio and telephone removed, and soldiers stationed on guard about thei r houses in retaliation for similar treatment in Tokio ot Chilean diplomats . 

I wrote you a letter I thought of some impor tance whi ch must have reached Washington after you left and which I think you should see . 

Am amazed over the Eddie Flynn matter . It looks from here like a peculiarly cheap kind of politics . 

With warm regards , 

Sincerely yours , 

~~ 



THI: WH ITI: H OUSI: 

WASHINGTON 

fJC ... t.uor ... 0.1. 1 . 
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF' STATE 

WASHINGTON 

February 9 , 1943 

Personal~ 6 gpf'1'P! ' Q1 

Dear Pa : 

The ~!exican Ambe.ssador has asked me to find 

out if the President wi ll receive Senor Lombnrdo 

Toledano, concerning whom I think the Pr esident is 
~ 

fully informed. 

I 8.!:1 encl osing a me •. orandum sent to me by 

Laurence Duggan, the Political Adviser on Latin 
'< 

Ameri can Affa irs of the Department of State , which 

eets forth certain speci fic considerations counter 

to the reception by the President of Senor Lombardo 

Toledano . 

I am inclined to agree with the recommendations 

made by Mr. Duggan. Will you let me know what the 

Pre eident 1s decision may be? 

Believe me 

sincere 

Enc . 

' 
Ue. j or General Edwin H. ',Ia tson , 

Secretary t o the Pre sident , 
The White House . 

~ 
.... .,.,.. Let<e•. 1·11·12 

FE B 
87 J Scb-~lo o..e __ _ 4 1972 



MEMORANDUM 

I am def i nit el y opposed to the President' s 
receiving Lombardo Toledano . 

~cy reason i s that t he President would be help­
ing to build uu a man whose long- run policies canno t 
but bllBically differ \<i t h those or t his country. 

You probably kno~1 that both t he A. F. of L. and 
t he C. I. O. shi ed off from Toledano . Both organiza­
t i ons consider hi m a Commun i st and do not want t o 
t i e up with him in connection with the development 
of an int er- American labor movement . 

I f the President is to receive any l£bor lender 
from the ot her America n Republ i cs now or in the near 
future , I would like it to be Senor Ibanez who i s the 
guid i ng force in the Chilean confeder a t i on of Labor, 
also forthrigh t in defense of the interest s of labor . 
He has no i nternat i ona l affiliati ons . He i s a very 
soli d man and made an excellent i mpressi on i n all 
circles when he ~~s here represent i ng t he Chilean 
labor at the meeting of the I.L . O. 

I recom.Jend, therefore, that a reply be made in 
the sense that the Pre • i dent 1 s schedule unfortunately 
will not permit h im to receive Lomb~rdo Toledano dur­
i ng any of the days when the l eader will be in Wa sh­
ington. 



rebr~o~ar:y 17, 1943 

My dear Mr. Presi dent: 
/ 

Thank yo1.1 f or l et t 1ng me see J..r . Hoover • s ceasage 

of Febr~o~ary 8 , whi ch I am ret urning herewith for yo~ 

f i les 1n aooordanoe wi th your request . 

I t the report 1s true t hat the President or Chile 

h pl anning t o appoi nt Gl.latavo Rosa 1111 hi s Mi nister or 

Finance, it i mpl i es that President Ri os baa made a 

dea l with t he Conserva t i ve element s in Chile and is 

t hrowi ng over the Left part i es who elected hi m Prea1-

dent. There have been some i ndicat i ons t hat t his 

mi ght be t he int enti on or Pr es i dent Ri oe, but I have 

not as ye t r eceived any i nformat i on whi ch wo~o~ld coo­

firm these reports. 

Beli eve me 

raithtull:y yours, 

SUMNER WELLES 

Eno. 

The Pree1dent, 

The White Houae, 



.,.. <it.- -

Santiago , !.larch 1, 1943 . 

Dear Mr . Pr es ident : 

On March 5th senator Cruz Coke leaves f or the States 
to deliver lectures at Pri nceton and he v1ill go to 
Washi ngton where he hopes to have a. confidential inter view 
with you , Hul l and Welles, with a view to directing his 
efforts here as we would have things move . I need not 
remind you tP~t he fought our battl e for rupture in the 
Senate a nd was our greates t champion . I feel very strong ­
ly that you should see him when he is in Washington . 
Today I had thirty people to luncheon for Eric Johnston 
with 1.\inis ters of the Government , Senators , ex-Minis t ars, 
et ceter a, and leaders in t he Chil ean Chamber of Commerce . 
Johnston told Cruz Coke the. t when in Washington he wishes 
t o have him to dinner to meet some American Senators and 
public men . He deserves it . 

This morning I presented Eric Johnston t o Fern~ndez 
and the President . Johnston handl es himsel f splendidly 
and makes a fine impression, and President Ri os went far 
in advance of anything before in pledging complete 
collaboration with us in the wipning of the war . Johnston 
extended your invita t ion and Rios was l i ke a cat 
approaching a bowl of cr eam - - del i ghted . I t hink he can 
be expected early in May . 

I am sorry to hear of your illness and hope by this 
t ime you have completely recovered . 

Warmest rega r ds , 

The Honorable 
Franklin D. Roosevelt , 

The l'lhite House, 
Washington, D.C. 

Sin~~ 



Santiago, March 5, 1943. 

Dear Mr. President: 

Eric Johnston asked me to telegraph you that President Rioe said that you should be warned that he e~ecte '' some tall ones when he gets to the 'll'hite House and t hat he had heard that "you are a champion mixer• and he 1 ineiete on sampling your beet ". I did not t hink it necessary to cable. Johnston made a fine i mpression here on the business element and did a very artistic job. But how in God 1 e naoe did a man with vision and a realization of the necessity or reforms ever get to be President or t he Chamber or Commercet 
The Wallace visit will do g rea t good. After you, he is the moat popular of North Americans in South America . 

General Escudero is leaving tomorrow ror Washington . He f eels that while war necessities make it impossible for Chile to get much of the beet war material under its Lease-Lend Agreement, it should not take all she is allowed under the Agreement in inferior material . He would rather wait ror part. He i e reasonable and very cooperative , and is eo milit antly our champion and friend that hie viewpoint must not be misunderstood and resented. He has great admiration tor General Mar shall to whom he i s taking a decorat ion. 
I am very much concerned over the Spanish situation, having, or course , no faith in the Axi s ally, and no confidence in appeasement in the long run. It seems dangerous to me that General Moecardo, whom I know, is made Captain Gener al or Catalonia, since he is the arch Fasc i st or Spai n, and is stationed at the poi nt where a German entrance may be sought . 

The Honorable 
Franklin D. Roosevelt , 

The White House, 
Washington, D. C. 

Even 

J 
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Even more dieconoerting to me ie the tact that Munoz Grande ie made Chief or Sterr or t he Army, since he was the commander ot the Blue Shirt Division or Franco's army that f ought with the Germane against Russia. The tight i n Spain, as appears from our confi dential despatches , is between the Monarchists, Reetorationiete , and the Fascists; but on one t hing t hey are agr eed - an inveterate hate or democracy . I am told that t here are 300,000 Spanish soldiers in Spanish Morocco in our rear. I can understand the necess ity or fl irting with Franco in t he hope or preventing Spain from active partici­pation, but I am skeptical or t he result . 
Chile and her President are lini ng up eatie­ractorlly to me . The s pirit or complete collaboration is gaining momentum all the time and rapid progress is being made. A clandestine paper, mimeographed, is being circulated about once in two weeks in which the attacks are still concentrated on me, and incidentally on our Chilean fri ends who are described a s corrupt tools or mine . I enclose a t ranslation or the latest i n which you will note that with infinite wisdom I am t rying to stir up strikes l Thats t he sort or fellow I aml 
With warmest regards , 

Sin~~ 
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A IR MAIL 

TRM:SLATION : 

With tho ou joct or ne1tatins tho Chi l ean rnaasea and 
causing a tr1ko MOvements to bring pressure to boar on the 
President of the Republic , Ambassador Bowers had professional 
a~itators , oapooially trained, co~• to t h e countr7; acong 
those nay be ~•nt1oned the Spaniards D1oco TareJo Santana, 
Jos6 Ferreira Aldana, I ranc1sco Perez Ran& and tho r renchrnon 
Julio ~artena and bnriquo Oregoiro Saloux . To facilita te 
their work, Bowers obtained the prot ection or Moral es Beltran! 
tor these ag itators . 

ni th t he aid or t heae L~1viduala, Bowers, from t ho flrat 
Mentha or 1942 , increased the pressure he was exert i ng on 
tbe Chilean politicane who &ided with him. On ono occasion, 
i n March 1942 , he harahly called to task Grove, Schnake and 
Bernardo Ibaftez for the ir failure to bring preaauro on the 
Oovornmont to obtai n rupture or relations wi th the Axis , 
Dointing out that they had personal ly recei ved g reat ravora (?) 
from President Roosevelt and that , despite these fa vors , 
their acta did not produce tho desired results and he 
advised them to cause tho So~ialist Party to threa t e n Free1dent 
Rlos with the wi thdrawal or ita cooperation if he d id not 
proceed promptly to rupture , 

The Counselor or li.Mbaaay , Dona ld lloo.th, i n turn organi ::ed 
a co::nittoe tor ag1tation, r omed by !lector Arancibia Lazo, 
Tnnoredo Pi nochet, Alberto Rocero, Iaaaol bdwo. rda ~tto , 

Bernardo lba,ez, Sa l vador Ocampo, Rica rdo Letcham, J ulio 
'arrenechea and others, who undertook a campaign or asitat1on 
throusbout tbo count ry, t or wh ich they received funds dolivorod 
by Ilea til hi msolr . 

In tho mlddlo or 1 42 Aebaasador Bowers cal l ed t o a 
moet1ng_ a t tho Ebbesay easrs . Leonardo Ouzc' n, Rudoclndo 
Ortega, ~arolal ~ore . ira nde , Cerl oa Contreras Labarca, 
~lximo VeneLaa , Jullo Barrenocha, l amael tdwarda 'atte, 
Dornardo Iballez , llarmaduquo Drove and s ome others . At thls 
moot i ng bo tol d t hem that Chile was on the road to the moat 
terr1ty1ng r i n of i t a h1a tory 1! 1t ~atntained ita neutral 
poa1t1on and added that 1f President Rioa d 1d not fulfill 
what had boon promised at Rio de Janeiro it waa up to the poli­
tical parties to ~ke him ohange hie a ttitude . Dr . Leonardo 
Ouzm4n observed that· tho people fa vored rupture ( ?) , but t hat 
aa t he Government would not make a pronouncement in t h.is oonoo 
it was nocesaary to create a war a tmosphere among the people 
ao that the ·Government would be l ed to rupture . 

karcial •ora ~tranda stated that he, as President or 
t he Radical Party, waa willing to oooper~ i n any 1nit1at i vo 
which had ae tto object the breaki ng or ations with the 
Mtta and~Jorod tho Ambassador hio compoete cooperation i n 
this sense . 



:ll 
)> 

J' 

A IR MAIL 

2 

):lowero a t a t od that the war a tMoaphero roror z·od t o by Dr . 
Ouzman would be orroctivo i f tt wor o acoocpnniod by groat 
agitati on or tho masses, ror i f a vi olent pogular reac tion 
woro creat ed tho Oovornoont woul d be obliGe~ t o sa t ia ry t he 
wish or tho r!llSSOa . Those ;~rooont at the MOet1nc &£rood with 
the Acbaasador t hat t hey wore to present th1a s ituati on cato~c 

i cally to t hei r r oopect1 vo parti oa ao that rupt ure should bo 
deDQnded, o.nc1 in like mam-.or to l ead both Chambers to thia 
p:>dtion . 

In th1a moot i ne a r orei cn Ambansador dec i ded tho destiny 
or the nation. lie was abl e t o do this because he had at 
his aervi co unconditionally a c roup or corrupt llh1leana; and 
to them belongs t he priv1 l e0e ot boing t he f irs t in our h1s to1 
who have dared to turn over tho i nteres t s or tho Nation to 
a f or eign ooncern. 

Due to thia i nformation we do not t ool like renew 1ng 
the a r gument aa to tbe conveni enoo or inconv enience ot 
the rupture; nor leas to raise our f lag i n fa vor or against 
either ot tho groups in conflict. I• O onl y wish to Make known 
t ho names or soma of those who participated i n th1a problem -
not moved spontaneously by patriotic motives , but eimpl y as 
~.gents in the aorvi co or a fo reien count ry . We do this becaw 
such peopl e a r e a threat to tho Na t ion and i t is necessary 
t hat i n tho near fu ture they be defini tely swept from public 
activities, tho aim ot THE CO'IDORS or CSILE. 



J 

April 8 , l •4) . 

Lear Claude : 

t b&t ia a grand r o;or t ot Wallace' s 

v 1111t 1n your note ot April ttrat. . 1 u 

llel1cllted ttu.t 1 t has all woro< ed out so well 

the eathua1asa ano the real ax~r~aaions ot 

tri endahiii) . 

I whh I could gu t.o Cll1lc ayaelt t 

Alwayo aincer uly , 

llc.!lorable Claude G. Bowcra, 
Aaerican fab.asy, 
S&nt!aao , Chile . ft..r1 c 
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Santiago, April 1, 1943. 

Dear Mr. President: 

Wallace leaves 1n the morning for Antofagasta 
and Ar1ca on hie way out , and since I have been with 
h i m constantly during the last week, you may be inter­
ested 1n my impressions . The v1s1t has made the mo st 
profound i mpression ever made in Chile by the vis it of 
a fore i gner, and the general , and espec ially the 
popul ar, enthusiasm has never been approached . A 
Chilean tells me t hat the visit of President Hoover 
d id not approxi mate one tenth of the enthusiasm. 
Everywhere he has gone , crowds i n the streets have 
cheered ; they have waited oatiently for hi~ to emerge 
from houses . And a l l political parties have joi ned 
to make t he reception dist i nctly national . 

On Sunday he lunched as a gues t of the Hlpico 
Club , where special races were arranged 1n hie honor . 
This is an aristocratic club and we tri ed to escape 
1t but 1t 1s a fpoous organization and t his was 1m­
poss ible. The President a t tended and former President 
Ibanez, who has attended nany of the functions includ­
ing my own, as well . To my surprise and delight , the 
Pre sident of the Club suggested that Wallace walk 
through t he g reat crowds 1n t he second and third c l ass. 
He was accompan i ed by R! os and I went along. The 
astonishment or the masses was evident and their aP­
preciation positivel y hectic . Their s houts, their 
a ttends to t ouch h im, their eager ness to shakP hands 
wee positively touching. Their expressions denoted 
t he utter sinceri ty of t he demonstrat i on . 

Thence we went t o the Stad i um where a popular 
mass meeting had been arranged under the auspices or 
the Un i on for Victory, a great popular organization with 

The Honorable 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

The White House, 
Washi ngton, D.c. 

br anches 
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branches i n every nook and corner ot the country, lead by Y~rc1al Mora, tor~er Minister and former Preeident ot the Bank ot Chile who gambled with his political future and his business to lead in the tight tor rupture. The stadium is magnificent and seats close to 70,000 people, and with all the wide aisles occupied as well, there were probably SO,OOO people comfortably seated, There muet have been 20,000 standing, making about 100,000 people . I have never seen greater enthusi asm. The et teot , I am sure, is most decisive on R!oe . Atter these demonstra­tions, he can have no doubt or the attitude ot the people ot t his, the most democratic country in South America. 

Since despatches will cover details, I merely mention the high spots here. I went with Wallace on the southern trip. We went in the President's private car in a special trai n which carried leaders ot all partie&. Aldunate, chief of the Conservatives, went along, with Labarce, the chief ot the Communists , There was a t ine reception at Concepcion, but we went almost immediately to the great coal mines ot Lata, a town or ~0,000, After visiting the mines and l unching, we went to a stadi um where about ~o , ooo people had gathered. They were THE people, the men ot the mines and their families, and here Wallac e made the greatest ot his fine speeches and every other sentence brought vehement cheers . It was a fighting democratic speech with all th&t implies of social Justice . 

The press has been magnificent . Fifteen reporters went on t he special train . Wallace's personality, his simpl icity, hie manifest sincerity, his inherent democracy hae taken the country by atorm. Men or all parties Join in the general acclaim . Driving to points through the country, when we came to a group or workers or children lined up by t he road, Wallace had the car alowed down and he waved to t hese poor devils and off came their hate with an expression of mingled astonishment and delight that he should give them a glance. Nothing has amazed me more than t he taking ott ot hats by the poorest ot the poor who are not here associated much with court­lineae . Wallace talked with the lowliest laborers about their work, with the biggest landowners about farming, wi th soci al eervioe organizations about t heir system. Every one speaks or him as 1 a1mpatico• . R!oe ie as delighted as anyone. 

My impression ia that hie vielt baa consolidated our victory over the enemies or democracy her e . It has 

ahown 
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shown the timid among the politioians that t he people are so overwhelmingly with us t hat it would be disastrous to oppose t heir will, It has strengthened t he Government , given more courage and strength to the President , taken t he heart out of our enemies, aligned Chile where t he people have long wanted her to be, by our side. To sum up, h1s viai t has r endered an incalculable service to our cause and to us . Hie vi sit will be talked about and remembered for a genera­tion . He has completely won t he hearts of the masses . 
Eighty year ol d Archbishop Caro, a liberal , and a sweet old ma n, enormously popular because he is interested primarily in the poor, eo beloved that the other day in a Wall ace affair he was g iven an ovat ion i n passi ng the Communists , hee attended all t he functi ons here . I think Wallace has fa l len in love with h im ae I d id long ago . At Concepcion t he Arch­bishop t here attended every function , and at hie re­quest I rode with him t hrough t he crowds . The Church, the Army, the People, and finally the politicians, have been won over by Wallace's manner. 

I have a t tended ev~ rything , staying ae much as possible in t he background , but Wednesday night I gave a d inner at the Embassy having President end Mrs . Rio~ the Foreign Minister and his wife, t he Presidents of t he Senate and the Chamber, the Chief Jus tice, Army and Naval Officers, Senator Walker, Conservative, who favored rupt ure and hie wire, Senator Maza, a Liberal who favored rupture, Marcial Mora - about f orty-two, The d inner merged with a reception attended by between six and seven hundred wit h Ri oe and hie wife lined up in the receiving line and it was three i n t he morning before the party broke up. I know t he reception was necessary. 

Larry Duggan has made hosts of friends and admirers here and Lazo ha s done tine work and made a spl endid i mpression. 

After what he has seen and now knows, as well as I do, t hat Chile is a real living democracy, with us, I have asked Wallace to say to you and t o t he Depar tment, that i t is downright wr ong to permit our annoyance at the delay i n ruptur~ , due t o the sometimes too deliverat ive prooessee or democracy , to create a prejudi ce against the most militantly democratic nation 
in South Ameri ca. ~~ ~~~ 

~· • ' • g .. a~ 
@t;};vccck~ 
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THE 'ii!I'U HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

Dear Claude: 

~ 1? , 194) 

Man7 tbanke tor your l etter or MaJ 1 with ite 
interesting account or current d-.elopaenta i n Chile, 
I am aeking the Under Secretar, to take up with 
Lord Halifax the problem or the remOYal or certain 
Germane troa Chile. While I IJmpathi&e with your 
point or view, we, ot couree, have to balance agai nat 
the potenti al hara which theee people aight do in 
Ch1l e the certain tact that it t he7 went to Germa.111 
they would i mmediately be put to work t o relieYe 
t he i ncreaeiDglJ acute aa.npower ehort&«e in that 
countr7. The Ge~an Gayernment ie, ae you know, moet 
anxioue to have theee people c a.e hoae, 

•J 

I note what you •IIJ' r eg&rdll\8 t he runda.mental 
democratic principle involved in the queeti on or t he 
coat or ma1nta1nill8 our Embals1ee. I aeeu.e t hat you 
are giving t he Department your tul l v1ewe on t hia 
aubJect . I reel very s trongl J t hat, tor t he period 
ot t he war, entertainment a.nd other r epresentational 
activiti es must be restr i cted t o a aln1aua and t hat i n 
the giving of aoc1al ru.nctlona our aleaione abroad 
lhould take t he l ea4 in t he directi on or eiapliettJ 
and -.~ · aaeteritJ, 

It wi l l be good to see you next month and t o talk 
th1nge over with you. 

Very sincerel y yours , 

'!'he Honorable 
Claude G. Bowers, 

American Aabauador, 
s., tla.go. 
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My dear Mr. President: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

May 18. 19Q 

I have reoelved your memorandum or Mar 11, 19'3 

enoloa1ng a letter or May 1 which you have received 

trom Aabauador Bovere in Santiago, ChJ.le. 

In response to your request, I am enclosing a 

draft or a auggeeted reply to Amba eeador Bowere tor 

your consideration and eignature it you approve. 

I v , 

1. Dratt. 
2. Letter returned. 

'I' he Prelldant, 

'l'he White Houee. 



~Se·~ --
Janth ·o , ''l:t I , I'J43 

JJ<~u.· : ·r • :oesi~ont: -
I inclos9 ~letter to . elles outlinin tho p:'9sont 

status of the control meusuro llll.l the ro:~sor.s . 

e ~c !Ja....-in tl.e groutost <l irticalt:; --ett1n · ...... ' 'D.z:. ::. onts om: 01 

the country ,flhich -·o.e our llri.l:l":r objoct i n c.s'·i!l c. ru;Jtur·o of 

·olc.tion::~ ,on U!Llo s 170 ;·et so ..... s·v>po:t r.·o- · a:~l1~ -ton o.n<l Lonuon 

here i s ov,.ry inHcD. tion t:.at tl:':ly :-;,· remain en·: c 'ntinua th?ir r.orl •. 

"'I o ritisi: ct·o no-;; objectin • to e=ittb· c :· t co out w110 1~ an:· 

osni'!lla we·· CC.'l. b9 used r:ilito..ril!' or in industry. Us :~eo.m ~b::~~:·d 

to r. a sine• fo•ll' hundred c. ·e ta here are of fo. .· o:-'l velue t o tho 

... 1a t .:nn t:hc:f ca"\ ;>ossibl;~ bo in ".er .:lll'f • 

hen I feel 170 should interest oursel ves in ·ettin- a boat for their 

c . ve:'Wlce . .'ernande. tells :t:o th t -:;!.o ~llanis:. ~.ufl.ssador tolls !:1.~ 

tlw.t t .• ,. bout t~t 1:e.e to sail fro::1 -aunos .• ireo in : ay m.o.y not co 

uJnil July. :o thinks tl~t :·renco i s DlaYi. • thh "".o v:ith tho .'..xis 

to .cop tho e a ~en to bore • ..:o told the ... "!lbassador tl'.>!t t'.i - .. oul .. '>0 

too bue oi uco in that ovont it .1oul ci be docossary to put tho ierman 

.~b6saedor under detention · -~ also sai d he had ceblod tho Chilean 

obassador i n Ladri d to brilL<" ?rossuro on ~drid to soo to it that the 

Spanish boat sailed acco ·din, to the ori i na:!. schedule . It , i~ht bo a 

"''ld i dea fo:- our ..... baosador in :t. J rid to slrlport this re nest . 



I ~ernandez is ICO ~er cent ~ith us n !or .~~t ,o r._.t . -e told 

11'0 yosterJe:,• that nurhe;: lw.s a skod to send c. .. i ni stor horo Sho nn 

proposed he l"ll.ll informed i s now in ""e·J.nos .. ires, but .. r"JOur l'lire ne he 

is not no~ with t~ ~urkis~ Let3~ion ttore . ~er1~de~ wants our 

o inion before re'llying .rro is S'.l:J""icious or ':'ur::ey cmd w ndo:-s 1:!' 

•:on • ep;>in io r!ls onsibl e for tr.ie ove . ~r.!lou:.· tells r.e tto 7\lrk in 

•. r entino is ~.o 11 ri ·ht . 

I have just been informed tr~t n:~ c'st 

increa:::ed b"•-- 2.., ~ :r~ t• is ia eApoctod 

or livb ellonance hes b'3en 

to r-.a' e the neccsea.r·· e:;o:penscs 

of t~o ositio~ n ~re thun tho allowance it is ·~ tes~ue . M~~ livin 

;:osts , t·. ico nhot it r.cs and co!lDta tl:; incl:'eesint; , tt.o resent fell 

in the exchc.nce Tflich means a loss of c.nothor ,.c5 on the cost alone 

o•· caintoini n tho l:r:lbnssy , tocotl.or nith the ro~uction in salarJ 

th:·ou_:, tc.x.:1tion of beheen five an six thous:Jlld dol lars .~kes it 

•..:tterl:; m:>ossible to t::eet obli ·a tory expenses . It nould take 

,2000 a r year increa se i n so~e forrn , free Of t ax, to nA~O both ends 

.oat . ~han we are apondine thouew1da of dollars on trips f r students 

,investi ·ators trom other countries ,oto , it does seo'l incredi ble to 

s t~~t we are unable ,as in th lest r. r , to pay be actual necessary 

c:>st -r :aintainin~ our e~assies • . Jld I tl:ink a very tundez:.entel 

I' de:.1ocratic rinciple is involved i n the solutio- of this 'lroblem. 
JJ. 1$ 

Chilo i s still t atil. · about .1tllaco visit and the ·ood dono 

c ntinuos (J.nd l5l:1111!l crows . ~lle restuarcnts a:-e now s rvinr a new di or , 

~nl lu , cllcce" ,anr' because ·•ellnco !:'.Elir -;;as elwa:• !'lyi c in hb f~ooe 



":'le h ve a new h!li:' v cut here so we Cl!n 11 lool. li' e :ol! .co . 

::avo beon tolu tk.t ; 1! visit here 1'119 more brilliantly 'IUCcoseful 

"11th tho public than in on; other country. 

~ios is err~r.cin · to leave here earli~r then nl~nned to escape r~otinc 

the oliviun res1,1ont in Li!:la . "'he plan i:: cont.) • lation is for hir.l 

to " r~or .,rowsvillo to l'e;~ Orleans un. thence to .ashin~ton b~· 

trcin in::toad of :; 1· •e . Since :hilean c--:-erce cr.ters the 1)0:'~ of 

··ew Orlo:ms ho -ill lw.ve tioe excuse of vi.,i tin tho harbour etc . I 

a· t:ll prOb'lbl:; have tho ..,l en in detail for .'c.shin~ton the first o!' th'l 

-er.10n<.!o:.: tells :1e thnt tl.e Spa."lish ••• bass'ldor tol' l•ir.: "c::lnfi entiall:· 

thnt there ,;111 Mon i..o o. acperuto peace 1Jet>7eon {ussia ond ~ernany 

u .. d tLat this will rnuke possible und desiruble u no otoi ted peace flf 

a:!.l tho rent of us tlith 'er.~:r an.: i:t..U.;r,le..,vin us all fr-o for 

hn n . l'..e thou-ht tUs 1ns,,ired. I tol~ hit! i t -as absurd to th1nl· of 

another armi stice and ho sai d he knew it • 

·~n .franklin J . loosevolt 
Tl:e 'hi te ··ouse . 

.. armest rec;ards , 

;;;·~ 
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• THE WHITE H O U SE 

WAS HING TON 

f.:.A'] 11, 194). 

UIIORANDUUI FOR 

mE UNDER SECRET.&.Rr OF STATE 

FOR PREP .\RATI ON OF REPLY 

FOR MY SIGlJATORE. 

F. D. R. 

Letter to t he Presiaent f r om 
AI:.hassaaor .oo;;er s , catea .!ay 1 , 1943 , 
~nc1os1n1 COR' of a letter he sent 
to Seer~: t a r .: .. e1les . 



--

My dear Mr. Pret14eDt: 

1 
{ ( ... 

DEPARTMENT OF' STATE 

WASHI NGTON 

May 22 . 1943 

I ha~e reoe1~ed your memorandua of Mar 19, 1943 

enolot1ng a letter of Mar 10 you ha~• rece1~ed troa 

AmbaBiador Bower• 1n Santiago, Chile. 

/ 

In retponte to your requett, I am enolot1ng a draft 

ot a tugguted reply to Ambauador Bower• tor your con-

11derat1on and e 1t you approve. 

I 
' 

l. Draft 
2. Letter returned. 

!he Pree14ent, 

fhe Wbite Houee. 



1 he•• noe1•.0 JOU' laUn at 1 10 IID4 l veAt )'!>U Lo U.OV t.l\at I lla•a bHn .aiAUJIC 'POll 70111" Cll&1 \0 '-"- ' D.1 t..S \ate. Lo H ... ,.. lhlJ'lJIC U.• •SaH ot rul ... \ t... ":'htt oonud'7 1eatrtaO­Uotl• ·t.~\hoi'1&1QI 70¥1" \rh IWrtt, I ~tu40 ,....., , ..,..a • .,, '" ,... . tt h "tl" '-UI ·~'ltd tor C:..ll l.y.m \o a __ ,. 700 u JOtj r~<~~aeat.d . 

l ba• • a } nOla\ .. rtoelrtG« 70ur 1Dt•.-..t111C - • • '• 1o J:ntJ' leU•"" I"'C....e1111' ,,.. f'aYOI'Ml• a ttn\ 1a olla ecr t be ol"\b Atnoen •lotot7. 
1 ltH\ w1ahea, 

" 'f7 •1~11 7Q4U'e , 

v .1 - I r,· I 
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-O!U' , l ' .Tesident :-

.I oolles ttinke I s.~ul~ -o to ~te ·• ited ~tntes 

tor Rios visit ,an1 I nlan t~ !euvo i n earlj ~une ~ r~Lin ur.ti l 

.ios leavoc us ,since there are 11U:.J3roua rnattorc or a ~araonal 

r.eturo Jo..;t ro··Ji::-o !"'-... '"'ttontion ,e.n:: I do not -::c• to thr<?w.h 

the heo.t or :u1;r • ::'ive ~eeks o::- oven :·our is all :r 1'7ar.t . 

J h! vo c.skod to take Cecil Lyon ·:1 th r.w cinco ! 'ISO l.i:n 

c r.ot tl:• i!l r:r,t contacts 71i th :uos and 'ferMnde;:; nd o/0 all under-

eetly liku~ . ·a c~ul1 a usud ~ost 

orfectivel:• in CJ:tnection ~ :!.th i 9 ViJit . 

• thiru t!:is is a reus~nuble re ueat , sine J in ton 'leers ! 

have had just t .. o .:.>nt'l8 ho.::.o le!lve --inc.tead of t'Rv r~nths every 

:;car r r t1m ~·enrs--!Jocause of ~:ur conditions in !:pain and no .. l :ro . 
I hope :rou n1ll su port r.zy roQue-t ;'lith .ollos . 

he triUl'~?h in • orth _,.frica has c ~nvincod thJ t:ost Jtubborn 

~ro-: uzis l:·~·e t. 111t I.i tler ia conpletel.1 lost • "I.e pro- -er...an 

olo eut hlls boon acotched tu~d unable t ... c.o r..-uch , it .. or 0.'1izations 

>roscri bed ,Just now the :·ranco ·ovorTlll., lt thro"' h its e 1hussios 

is tryins to or ani <.o l1ll :indo-..... ericon Jociet;~ ... ich evo•·:·one horo 

ass\ll:lGs Vlill try to co..'r:J on the nti-..u~rican r.or'c: of the or at ti.ilo 

Fri ondo or 1ormany that wa or dered disbanded . 



• 

c~.ancc ,.;e.s ='J.,t <1es1re.blo . 

·· ~ .?:-~nkl1 ~ . toosevolt h!l ·~1 to ··ou->e . 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 9, 1943. 

IIEKORANDOll FOR 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

Will you be good enough to 

prepare a reply for me t o aend to 

President R1o1? 

F. D. R. 

St ate Depart ... ent dispatch, oatec 
June 7 , 1943 , to the Pr esioent from 
Pres;u:ieut Rios expl ainin(, ,,.,h:y he nust 
postpone Ius trip to t he u. s . 
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T H E W HITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 16 , 1943 , 

liEl!ORAJIDUll FOR 

THE tnlDER !IECRETARY OF STATE : 

FOR PRF.PARATIO~I OF REPLY 

FOR MY SI G!IA TURE , 

F . D.Il , 

Lett~>- to the ?>-osit!Pnt , f.-P- f.'l , ~T-O- Clau<lp 

G. oowers , Ssnt t al'to , Chtl e , ,.,. noRt'lo"lln" 

journey of ? r estuent St os : enclosf"<l ~ co~y 

of his lettPr l',-8- 41 to "•r. '1elles , '\ntl !ll!lo 

~ttached is ... ,. • .lo"e~s •• 
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1-1} J~,,_A 
\ DEPARTMENT OF IITATE 

In repl7 rater to 
RA 

X7 dear Mr. Praaidanta 

WAIIH I NQTON 

June 23. 1943 

Reterenea 1a made to your memorandWD or .JUDe 16, 

19,3, enoloaing a letter dated JUne 10, 1943 and a 

letter dated JUne a, 19·~. trom Ambaaaador Bowara . 

There ia aneloaed a auggeatad reply tor 7our 

eona1derat1on, and aignature if 70u approve. 

f 

Bncloaureaa 

1. To Aabaaaador Bowera, 
JUne 19, 19,~. 

2. From Ambaaaador Bowera, 
JUne a, 19,~. 

3. Prom Ambaaaador Bowera, 
JUne 10, 19'~ 

The Praaident, 

The Wb1 ta Houa •. 



Dear Claude : 

~ I thank you for your letters or June 8 and June 10 giving the background of the latest developments in the Chilean politi cal situation . 

With regard to the report which you mention that a Spanish republican was deported from tha Uni t ed St ates to Spain , I have lear ned that it i s without foundation eo far as the interested Government age cies have been able to ascertain. 
However , i f you obtain further details , I suggest that you r eport them to the Dapartment or State requesting e further inves tigation of the 
matter . 

Sincerely yours , 

The Honorable 

Claude 0 . Bowers , 

American Ambassador , 

Santiago . 

\ 



Santiago, June !, 1943. 

Dear Kr. Preeident: 

You unquestionabl7 have eeen my oablee on event• here and I enolose a oopy of a letter to Wellee, in amplifica tion. There ie not a scintilla of doubt that Rio• ie right in hie decie1on to poetpone hie Journey. It would be almost oriminal f or him to leave hie poet at thie t ime under exi1ting circumetancee. Thie aleo poetponee m:r trip and I am not sorry. Since going to Spain I have never seen Washington and New York but in Jul7 and Auguet. Unle11 there is eome special rea1on independent of the R!oe vieit Wh7 I ehould go now, I hope it can be postponed until in September. I am positive tbat I should not leave here now any more than R{oe. Anything ie poeeible. 

I knew before everything that has occurred and no one elee in Chile,inoluding any of the Minister•, except Fernandez,knew. I wae t aken entirely into the confidence ot R1oe and Fernandez. The Preeident wae paintull7 embarrae1ed by the neceee1ty of postponing hie vieit and he eent Fernindez to me confidentially to tell me what was on hie mind. He gave us the in­f ormation f ort7 eight houre before an7one in Chile in hie own Government knew except Fernandez. 
We have friends at court, with influenoe in the armed foroe•, in Eecudero and Allard . 

Two hours in the refrigerat or called the Un1-vereity ot Oh1le reeulted 1n an attack ot laryngitia and t he loee ot voice. Saturday I 1av the dootor and wall in1tructed not to talk and to uee an inhaler three timee that day. P'rom ten 1n the •orning until t our in the afternoon I saw people con1tantly, talked i noel­eantly, and did not uee the ~hal•r until late afternoon. 

The Honorable 
Franklin D. Rooeevelt, 

The Vhlte Houee, 
Waehington, D.O. 

V.2!!!.! 
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Voice much bsttsr Monday - but rern,ndsz tor an hour. Sir Charles Orde followed, the Brazil ian Ambateador on h1t trail, another man, and men !rom the ott1ee. Am about over the attack • I have a method ot my own with the lou ot vo1oe - talk 1ncenantly, i gnore dootor1a orders and get well. 

·~t magnificent work our armed t orcee are do1ng1 It hae made a profound 1mprete1on here. 

81ncerely yours, 

~~ 



Santiago, June 8 , 194~. 

Dear Mr . Welles: 

E.venta lulvo c oved with such rapidity that I have 
hold orr on observations until now, beyond those s ent 
by oablo . On Saturday , FernAndez asked mo to receive 
hlm at tho house where I wao the victi m or an attack or 
laryngi th , saying that he was acting on instructions 
rrom tho President . He remained an hour. He said the 
President felt that i n view or the turmoil in Argentina, 
ita l ack or c larification, ita possible repercuasiona 
here , i t woul d be =adneaa tor him to leave h is post at 
t h is Juncture, and I am euro he was entirely right . I 
made aome ausseationa which he carried back to the 
President a nd he aaid he would report back to me later. 
On Monday he came to t he houa e again and announced tho 
President ' s decision, which r t hink wae wise . rr the , 
movement in Argentina turns out to be more pro-Nazi than 
otherwise, and it certainly does not appear now to have 
been pro- rupture, the pro-Nazi element i n tho at•my here 
would f i nd i n it inspiration tor an imitat ion, and wlth 
Rioa abaont and the Acting Pres i dent , Morales, under 
b itter at tack, it might bo poasiblo , 

Wore important i n Forn,ndoz conversation Saturday 
was his vory frank analysts or tho political situation . 
The President has been cons tantly harassed and crippled 
ln carrying out his canda to by the petty spllta 1n t he 
parties or tho Lett, and eapecially by tho s tupi d actions 
ot a aeotor or the Radical party . These fo1~s nro petty, 
having much to do wl th patronage , but, a t a moment whon 
oond ltione are critical and s omethi ng must be done about 
t ho econo~1c situation to roduco tho coat or livi ng , the 
Govor=ont h a t a standstill. >71th t ho Ri g)lt partiea , 
pro- Totalitaria.n i n character, opposed to tho Oovorno.ont 
and with the Loft parties , presumabl y t ho soverning 
combination, obatructi"6 l egislat ion because of their 
feuds , t he Government round i tself a t a critical Juncture 
ho~plesa . Tho Pres i dent had importuned the Left parties 
to cloao their breaches and submit to party discipline, 
and be had warned them, but without avail. He had 

Tbe Honorable Sumner Wo l lea , 
Under Seorotary or State , 

Washington, D.C. 



cons equently about reached the conclusion that he would 
have to have an understanding with the Army and gat along 
independent l y or t he part l ea . A~d t han FernAndez s hocked 
r.e by sayi ng that it woUl d probably be necessary t o die­
solve the Congress . 

I 11a tanod ln silence t~ moa t of this , but here I 
asked if tho c losi ng or the Co~ress would not align t he 
country against the President and creat e the impression 
i n rorolgn countries that deMocracy hod been abandoned 
a nd a ~o talltarian regime crea ted; and , i n view or tho Axis 
political characte r, if t h lo would not be interpreted as 
a Nazi cove . hrnAnde:t c ltod Lh o action or the President 
or Uruguay as a precedent . I suspect that t his idea 
originated with r orndndoz , 

On Monday , FernAndez ca~e to me again to announce 
the abandonmont or t he trip and to ask Me to transmit 
the telegram to Roosevelt . Ro then said the Preaidant 
does not th i nk it necessary t o dissol vo t he Congroao , but 
t ha t wi th t he roaignatl on or all the Minis t ers he would 
create a governmen t of adMinistration with membora 
independent o f the directors and committ ees of the 'Onarrel­
i ng pa r tiao 1 tllat he would make Oanerol Escudel'O M1n1ster 
or Defonso and Admiral Allard of the Interior , This , be 
hoped, would be fair warnin, to t he parties that 1f t boy 
cont i nued to obstruct l t would be a simple ~tter to 
c r eate a Government excusl i vely or ml litary men. The 
gossip o r t he moment shows tbe impl ica tion i o aeen . 

R! os unquestionably has a l egitimate complaint . The 
Ra, i cala , constantly qua rreling among theoselvoa , were the 
curse or Asui rre Cerda and t reel they killed h im, Ther e 
ha ve boon a bout t wenty or mor e pr es id ents of that party 
since I ca me to Chile . They a pparent l y havo no sanae of 
r esponsibili ty to t he State and least of nll to tho !'r esi­
dent s or t he i r own party or choice . I woul d not want t his 
pas sed on t o k lchol s , who is a lladical and i n correspondence 
with Rad i cal leaders . 

R1oa baa acted thus rar wi thin his constitutional 
rights . Escudero and Al lard are our friends . 1he one 
objectionable featur e to the reorganizat i on 1e the c<mbina­
tion of the IHn is t rles or Fin.ance and Econ.omy unde r del 
Pedr egal, whi ch g ives h im tremendous power . He long was 
our enemy1 he bi t terly fought rup tur e ; but we al l think 
he 1a now tryi ng to mako good wl th ua . We can only wait 
and ·aee . 

I have been ama zed a t the tone of the Amer i can and 
Bri t i sh prase over the eventa in Argentina . I coul d f i nd 
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absolutely nothing ln a nything sald by t he rebel leaders to 
indica t e that the oxpul a i on or Castill o was to nean a change 
in fo re ign policy . FernAndez tells roe that Rawson went out 
because be favored rupture with the Axis and he found most of 
tho rebel leaders opposed . Ti me alono wi l l tell . But I hoar 
from numerous quarters that if a military revolt against tho 
con.sti tu tod au t hority doos not carry with lt a rupture Ylith 
t he Axts , tho recogni tion of the new restmo would bo an on­
couragoment to pro-Axi s elements in South Amerlonn armies to 
imitate the example of the rebels in Araentina . It is assumed 
that recognition wlll wnlt on a clear dof ln1t1on of tho foreign 
pol icy to be adopted . 

I note, however, that thoro is an n6reement that all 
American nations act i n concert; and FernAndez said that at 
the meeting of the Amer ican heads or mi ss i ons i t was agreed 
to wait unttl the new Foreign IHnister is in. llo aays tbat 
a t tho r irat meeting of the Amerloans in Buenos Aires the 
Brazilian and Pa r aguayan diplomats announced t hey had instruc­
tions immediatel y to recognize the new regime ; but FernAndez 
said th l s was due to t he f ir:Jt impression t hat the revolt was 
agains t Cas~illo ' s roreign policy. It occurs to me tha t the 
mat t er of r ecognition presents some knotty probl ems and the 
possibi l ity of establishi ng a precedent that may come back to 
pl ague us ror years t o come . 

II . 

FernAndez is becomi ng impati ent wi th the objections 
raised by tho Br itish preventi ng the expul s i on or the Axis 
dipl omats and national s . We fought day and night for more 
t han a year to get these people out ; and nO'N whenever plans 
for evacuating them are made , our British fr iends slt back 
and pick flaws in the arrangements . The matter of the baggage 
ho l ds things up . On June 30 , we can get these people out if 
some compromi se arrangements as to the search of the baggage 
are made . If not , the diplomats we fought to got expelled 
will remain tndeflnitely, continuing under cover the directing 
of our enemi es . · The plan here is a search here l n the pr esence 
of some one designated by t he British Embassy , t ho sealing of 
the bagga~e , and no more searches . 

Tho irony of it all is that the British ar c actually 
serving tho purpose of the Axi s , which w1ehos its dipl omats 
to rema in i n Chil e . I do hope that at Washington some pres­
sure can bo exer t ed on t he British to get some coopera t ion . 



•bey certainly gave ~e no assis tance or even encouragement in the fight for rupture; now that we have lt, lt la too much t o have them prevent making tho rupturo eff ective by objoaLlons to methode that do not appear to &n)' or ua· to be 1mproas1ve . Heath tolls me we did not oven search tho luggage of the Oennans ln t.he United Sta tea , and bo dooa not think the Oenna.na aearohed ours . Better rar a hundred tona or copper in Lt.o bagt,8 ge aud these t.ten out. , Lhan Lbe copper in Chilo and theae uen ln . I have Lallced wl tb Orde . l!e 111 the type tl:-.a L will not ex;,ress any opinion on any subject without spec ific 1nat.rue tiona ; and auch is his caution and timidity tlAt ~e will not even express h is own opinion to his Oovernment . Tho difficulty must be lronod out in ',/ashlngton or Lon.ion . And i nstructions aent. . I do hope we will take an intoreat so wo can got those people out by tho 30th. 

Wa~es t. re~arda , 
Sincerely, 



~ear l r Preaid~nt: -

L11s t n i ght in br owsing throueh Austt>n ChRmbcrla ins 

lett ers 1 c~~e acr sa a rass~ee written in 1911 ~rroros a thre~teneo 

rai l ro•ld s tri ko : 

"Dur lnp the s trHe negotiations , '>squ ith , naldane , linston ana .loyo :teor,.e met. thE> rai lw!ly r erreacntati vee ana rhowcc th<'r> 'l te l e tP!L'll fror tre t'rencr ~overnrrent to tre effe-.t th'lt the oem-:.nos of ~el'MLr y wrro intolerable and tho ~erm!ln r:overnmont. rnost. t hreatening . :·ho .t!'rench wore rrepa,·ed to resist. on one aonoition . Jf that. were not accep t ed they woul o havr t o give way . Jt was that : ngland shoulo a t onc e (wit't in ten or f ourteen days ) send its whole ext:editionar:~ force to rrolong the irench left. . Our l}ov crr.mert agreeo . Are we now , ~j:11[11: the,> as: ed the railw'lys , to be confront­eo by 'l strike~ 'l' hi s was why C.lo.ughton o.no :lrunet gave way . Jt oxrlains Cranets remar~ to me at ~xenfels : 
' •/ha t. can you do when you are aprealcd to as ratriota?" • 

' l c!:lnr.ot. imuEoin£ why but somehow as 1 reao th i s l thought of John Lewis • 
• lt ueems almos t certa in now that qios drast i c acti n wi ll 

align the ~oalition rarti es , esrecially the ladi culs , behino hirn , uno thus 
~ p!'event. mor e d!'USti o aot i on woulo JA. ~;~.lrnoot ccr t. Ri nly 'be mi si nt.erri'ete d 
f\ 

at home . .. !thin eighteen hour s the 1ao 1crus whose constant bi o;.erings 

over retty thjng~ wrecke d the he~th and c ost the life of ~gue!'I'e Carda 

and hRB been c ontinuing unoer Ri os 1 drorred thei r qu,qrre ls , agrood t o 

unitedly surror t t he l·reeident . ~ . Labarca , with more morlll rrest.ige th11n 
any other ~a< i oal . whoae actions are determind d by fixed pl'inoiples , 

who tho ... gh !llways in offi ce until rec ently i s 'I'Oor 'lnd et v en to high 

thinll ng , !l friend of ;guf:'rre Cerda , who 1•etired from politics n yea!' or 

mor f' a o in d i sgust , 1'168 i mrortuned to ta e the I residency of the rarty 

~nc ~a a ratriotic outy he agreed . l rot edintely a oomrr. ittee of ladi cal s 



oalle u on 'Hoe to rledge hi m the united snrrort of the Party . ·lloa 

r xpreee od hi a eat iefaoti on llnd told them he wr uld I mmed i 11tely f ut• ni s h 

them 1111. 01 li s t of the legislative me•~eur· ee r e considers neCJt>BBa •'Y t o meet 

economi c and international pr oblemo , nnd t hat as aeon as thes e a re en 01cted 

he will b e aellgh~gain to h11ve the colloration of the 1adioale in his 

Government . The oemocratlo sentlmert of the countr•y " a& aroused and wlth 

It the realiz~tion that unless the parties of the coalition e urror t the 

President Chile may be forced to a oictntorehip .. tven ;lJghtest. leaoers 
l 

ha ve urged the na tions eurport of the ~x outive • 

..,•ernandez exrreese d sheer deli ght over ytur reoerti on of the news of 

t he roe t l'onemen t • 

... et me re i tera te my ardent hope that the Br i t i sh can be rersuRded to mal:e 

· the concessi on that if the baggage of the axi s miss ions is se~· ched 

here artd seal ed , there will be no further search at Tintldad . 7he 131-ltiSh 

a r rear to fear that somethi ng will be slipped i n in Beunoe ~i res • Fernan ­

dez has asked me what I thought of trying to get a boat to ta .. e these 

~eorle en at Vet parai so a nd c hange them t o the ~rann sh boa t in B . A. 

without their lan dlng ther e or set>lng ar.y one t here . lf the British 

really w11nt to get these people out , and i t l s v i tally Jmror•ta nt that they 

be out . it can be managed . And the bont salle on June 30th . There l s 

ve ry little tlme . 

There i s great resentment here among the ~~ani sh republican s and 

lef t ist Chileans because of the rerort thot a ~rsn l eh rerubli can in the 

··nl ted ;,ta tee was sent back to F ·o.noo by the American r:overnrncn t . l 1'1(. uld 

like to Know the circumstances for in Chile all our f rl enda are friends 
I 

of the ~pnnlsb democracy . 

I:! on . ~' •·snkli n D. '~oosevel t 
l'be .Thi te House . 

liar mee t regards , 

~~~ 



THE WHITE HOUSI: 

WASHINGTON 

June 29, 19'-3, 

THf: U.IV ~n !l'F:Cnl:TAR! Of' ~TAT ! : 

TO I' ;;,'J .\.1? :->..<:rlnt. P'Clil r.· 
FilliJ , 

Lotter fro~ Hon . Clnuae G. Bowers, Emba~ey of tho 
U . ~ . A · 1 ~nt1ago , Chile , 6/'JJ./L.J , to the Pre,1 den t, 
~ncloR1 Nt cooy of hl• letter of 6/n/t.' to 
"on . SUrn• r ?lelles , •etting f or th t he vmole ~Huutton 
ln r ospect to Fernandez• vislt . 



• 
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF" STATE 

WASHINGTON 

June 30, 1943 

My dear Mise Tully: 

In accordance with the Pre sident's reques t, I 

am returning herewith tor hie tiles the letter ! rom 

Ambassador Bowers ot June 21 which he transmitted to 

me with his memora ndum ot June 29. 

Believe me 

Enc • 

Miss Grace G. Tully, 

Secretary to the President, 

The White House . 



/ 
Santiago, June 21, 1943. 

Dear Mr. President: 

I enoloae a letter to Well es setting • rorth the whole aituation in respect to Fernandez ' vieit . I quite agree with the deoieion. It aleo makes ob'fiousl:y iiiiJ)OIIible 1117 return until Fernandez gq,e . This ma:y be in late or mid Jul:y, or a little later. Bel ieve it or not, it is t hought here that it would be a mistake tor me to leave here under exiet­ing oonditions,einoe I have the beet relations and person.l rriendehip with members or all partiee but the Nazis, and it ie telt by the Government that my abeenoe at thie moment would be 1noportune. I also quite agree with that. But t h111 means onl:y a dela:y, I certainly would not want to go to Washington w1tG­out ha'fing an opportunit)' tor a r ea l talk with :you. There are man:y t h inge to talk about . 
I wish you a good Journey, tor I assume you are going somewhere - Russia, Turkey, China , Arr1oa,­Go~ knows where. The reeling here is t hat Italy is t hrough. I hope it 1s through only on condition or unoond1t1onal surrender. 

Warmes t regarde, 

The Honorable 
Franklin D, Rooeevelt , 

The 'ihite Houee, C 
Washington , D •• 



~ _/ AOR o/,AOL 

Santiago, Juno 21 , 1943 . 

Dear Mr . Welles1 

1 have just cabled you or my conversation with Pernindez : 
Let me try to make the situation clear as I aeo it1 I have 
had the i mpres s ion all a l ong that R1oa woul d like to be a 
dictator a nd that he waa seeking acme excuse to make himself 
one. I have c ha nged my opi nion. I think he woul d be very happy 
bei ng a dictator; but fro. oonveraat i ona with Ferntnde• I am 
about convi nced that he realizes that the conversion or this 
gover nment i nt o a dictatorshi p would be in j urious to t he pres­
tige or the country and t o h is own . He i a , I am persuaded, 
convi nced that it would be a s eriou s mist a ke . I beliovo he 
actua lly ia trying t o get enough authority f rom tho Congress 
to t ake care or the proti t eora , e tc ., and no more . 

I am about convinced t ha t the Young Turks , or t he Radical 
Party, who are opposing presidential neasurea , are actuated by 
a desire to provoke R{oa into t aking some unconstitutional 
a top that woul d put him on the derenso, arouse tho public 
agains t him, and make poss i bl e his d isplacement . Tho apeechos 
at the Rossetti d i nne r were unnecessar ily provocative and 
orrenaive to t he Pr esident . They rather bore out Fern4ndez 1 

theory t ha t they are tryi ng to provoke a hot- headed Pr esident 
into aome unconstituti onal measure . 

I was real ly improssod by Fernindez 1 s tat ement t o me 
this morning that R1oa knows that were Chile to take on a 
dictatorial hue it woul d bo i n jurious to the pr estige or 
Chilo and also or himself; and that be is determi ned to do 
everythi ng possib le to provont l t . 

Tho Pr esident's present plan attar a abor t time la to re­
organize the Mi niatry by placint,. a civilian in the .. lnie try or 
th e I nterior, that posi tion t o go to Fern4ndez who will re t ain 
hie poe t as Mi nister or Foreign Aff ai r s . This will take away 
t ho objection that a mil i tary man ls i n charge or tho internal 
order . It will aleo )lave thia advantage 1 Fern4ndoz l s liked 
and trusted by leaders or all parties s ince he ia not a 
politi cian and baa no political amb itions , and Pern, nd ez can 

The Honorable Sumner Welles , 
Under Secr e tary or State , 

Washington, D. C. 
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probabl y be eff ective in i mpreasin& on t ho pol i t i c i ans who i mportune tha t Mi nis try on ~attera eff ecti ng i nternational relations wi th t he diplomat i c phase . I think this i a qui t e probabl e t or I know that F ernt~de~ l a generally l iked and t rus ted. 

In maki ng this change , the President pr opos es t o make three U1niatriea out ot the Vi niatry or Defenao1 a Winis t er or Nar, one or t he Navy, one or Air , and I lmagi no t hese wi ll be otr i cera of army, navy and air . Thia wi l l tend to b i nd t he armed forces t o the Government and preven t a Ri ghtis t coup d 'etat . 

There i s no doub t i n my mi nd t hat Rioa woul d l i ke to be a d i ctator and no more doubt in my mi nd t hat he reali~ea i t is i mpossibl e . I think t ha t wore he t o a t tempt it, t here would be a popular revolution, for Chile is overwhel~1n61Y and inatinotively democratic . 

However, t he situa tion 14 juat now at the critical s tage , and I quite agree t ha t it would be a g r ave mist ake r or Fern{ndez, who i s a perfec t liaison with the Opposi t i on, t o leave the count ry at t h is moment . To roach Washi ng t on by the 7th or 8th or July woul d necessita t e hie leavi ng at a c ritical junc ture and I ao convinced he shoul d not . 
That a pplies to me , since , believe it or not, the ~res ident and Fern!ode~ th i nk I am very necessary here at this tL=e becau se I too have moat friendly relatione with t he loaders or all t he parties . 

The plan proposed is t hie1 Since t he President ap­parently will be ab eent arter July 8 t h , it i a assumed t hat he i a going somewhere and or oourae he wil l return. By the time he returne , th e situation will be clarif i ed and t hen Ferntnde~ and I will go to l aahington. Since no definite date baa been announced in the press , it wi ll not be embarraaaing . If anything baa to b e given out i t can be g iven ou t t hat Ferntndez certa i nly i s co~ng ae s oon as hie work here will permit . 

Today I waa invited t o a l uncheon gi ven by the President ot the Chaaber or Deputies and was a b it concerned about it when I round t hat t he Bri t iah and Peruvian Ambaaaador were no t invited . Feari ng it might be an anti-R!oa arrair, I d iscussed it wi th Pern4ndel and r ound he wae invited and was goi ng . 1 went . I t was delightful and I t hought encouragi ng . I had Liberal members on either aide or me and next to one of them a Socialist deputy, and all go t along swimmingl y . I canno t belie ve that anyt~ asri oua la going t o happen . 



A IR M A IL 

I was a bit impressed when I asked FernAndez what news 
he bad from Ars entina . He put o~ a sour expression and s a le 
that his informat ion i s that it is tur ni ng into an extreme 
d ic tatorship . He did not seem pleas ed . 

I have an intercepted le tter from Piraud, head or t he 
Fi s hting French here, regarding his con versa t ion wi th me 
when I called him to the o(l" ice on an issu e of his paper 
rather attacking us f or interfering with the me et i ng or De 
Gaulle and Giraud . Most of hi s l e t ter is correct , but not 
wholly so. What I said was that t he moment we were prepari1 
t he attack in Tunis and Giraud was in command of French for• 
i t would b e ma nifestly s tupi d to call off t h e off ensive to 
permi t a conversationwhicb could t ake pl ace after the 
off ensive . I also remi nded h im t hat the beginnins of t he 
liberation of Fr ance came 11 t th our l andi ng in North Africa . 
Very contl d entially--I do not like t o be considered anti­
Bri t ish f or I distinc t l y am not-- this man Plr aud , a small 
calibre man, is very close to the British Embassy wh ich is 
a b i t nasty ab out t he De Gaulle- Giraud cont roversy , and I 
suspec t that the article c r iti cizing u s very b l unt l y had tt• 
inspiration. I at lea s t soared Pi r aud into droppi ng that 
line of publici ty . 

Wi th warm regards , 
Sincerely , 

COB s has 



AIR MAIL. 

Santiago, July 5, 1943. 

Dear Mr. Welles : 

On 9~turday Pr esident R!os summoned me to t he palace 
where I r ound Fernandez wi th him. As never betore s ince I 
have known hi m, he spoke vigorously against the Germans and 
t he Ns~is . He spoke with d ieguet ot the taot t hat tor some 
years t he Chileans tolerated the Germane mai ntaini ng school s 
with t eaching only in German. "Al l they were taught• , he 
said, •was t o Hei l Hi tler. I have prohi bi ted that and now 
t eaching i n al l t he school s i s i n Spanish. The tact is that 
Germans who have been here two and three generations and are 
Chilean citi~ene are still at hea rt and i n r ea lity, Germans. 
Val divi a is a problem. The re t hey a re strong and they are 
no t l oyal• . 

He &&ked me to see hi m personall y should we be die­
sat 1st1ed wi th anything, since he wishes to cooperate fully. 
I ment i oned •he f act t hat the Superi ntendent of Banks had i n­
formed t he rai lroad administ ration that the l ocomot ives ordered 
befor e t he war trom Essen tor which halt the price was pai d 
wi th t he understanding t he remainder would be pai d when the 
job was done, were now r eady to be s ent to Switzerland and 
that t he rai lroad admi nis t ration must pay some •illion• of 
peeoa ~to t he German bank. I tol d t he Pr esi dent I a,suaed, 
ot cour se, nothing of th~ sort would be permit ted . Rica aeemed 
aatoni shed a nd turned t o Fern! ndez wbo as i d in substance: 

•ot course it ie absurd. I n the t1ret place 1t t he 
l ooomoti vee are r eady, we oould not ge t them out of Sv1t zer­
land . I n t he eeoon~ place , it i s 1nor ed1ble t ha t vit h al l 
t he bombi ng or Eaeen t he locomotives are ready . Ot course 
a ll they want i s wha t they desperately need - money. And, ot 
course, we shall not turn money over t o t he Germans t o be 
ueed in the var. I f t he locomotives are ready anO delivered 
to Switzerland, the money wil l not be paid until af t er the 
wa r is over •. 

I wae gi ven t he dist 1not impr essi on tha t we need 
have no f ea r ot the money being pai d. 

Never has th~re betn suoh a t r emendous and emotional 
r eaction here to t he Fourth. Lite r al ly in three large rooms 

The Honorable 
SUMer 'tlell sl, 

Under Seoret ary of St ate, 
Washington, D. C. 

...!! 
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t he E~beeey we could not find a plac~ tor all the huge 
flor al tributes that oamft from the President end Ministers 
on down . On their r equest, the Presidential Ouerd raised 
our flag at the Embassy in the morning . Ar my, Navy, Av ia­t i on, Carab1ner oe came wi th banda t or s eparate serenades , 
end all tte high otf1cere or each came to the house in the morning . The pr ess editor ials etress~d the noint that our 
fight i s Chile ' s fight . Never before anything l i ke that. I 
made fighting speeches at the Univer sity when the Chile­
American Cultur al Institute held lts annual a f fair, and at the Cervantes Theatre a t noon on thB Pour th, under the auspices 
ot the Union tor Vi ct or y, the tightin~ democratic orgeni~ation 
here, and ~ot emoti onal ovations . I got to the theatre lett end the ovat i on wee aaton i shine when I entered . Cru~ Coke 
made a magnific ent speech at the University. At the Cervant~s 
the Sub-Mi nis t er of For e i gn Affa irs and the Secretary-General ot t he Pres i dent se t on the stage . It will take two daye to 
acknowledge the l etter s end t elegrams I received . 

R! oe ae i d a pecu iar thing ret arding some or our f ri ends who were tor rupture in the Senate . He said tr~t 
mor e i mpor tun i ties tor the release or evente and spies come 
!rom these than from any other aouroe. We know that to be 
true. I am sur e l t mrrely mean~ tha t from motives of ~~r~onal 
friendshi P these men, like Torres and Or tega, makr these a~ peals for theee sca~pa . That ie the t rouble here . 

The press epreed 1teelf yesterday; but the editorial• 
struck a nott not hear~ before in even the Right ePt paper s that have been under suspicion - tha t our cause 1s the oeuee 
of Chile; ou r def eat would mean Chile ' s ru i n. 

Sincerely yours, 
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Santiago, July 5, 1943. 

Dear Mr. President: 

I enclose a copy of my letter to 
Welles, since you may be interested in 
my hour ' s talk with Rioe on hiR solicita­
tion. 

Warmest rega"'s, 

Sincerely , 

j!/,uv/t( ~./--P t;d 07 

The Honorable 
Frankli n D. Roosevelt, 

The 'ilh1te House, 
Washi ngton , D.C . 



-
Santiago ,July B,I94S 

Dear Mr President :-
Ae or poaaible intereet I inclose a pereonal ,very 

confidential letter to Wellee .Si nce writing it I learn that over t he 

• w<tek-end tha President hae had intimate oonterencee f irst with tha 

party leaders or the Lett and later or the high ranking otricera or 

the Army and Navy popularly ouapacted or having aepiratione to follow 

the e:r.ample or the Argentina Army ,and that these devel poed i nto lon-

reaata and that politically matters are now quieting down again , 

Not in lilY offi cial capacity directly,but because ot lilY personal 

feeling that you should know ,I have set forth certain raactiona among 

our militant supporters hera !.4volving G4ruada abrogation of the decree 

ot 1870 giving French citizenship to the Jews in North Africa ,and 

pre•a reports published frequently giving the impression t hat Brita in 

and ourselves are negotiating some eort of agreament with J'ranco tor 

the restoration or the pretender to the Spanieh throne. I euppoae , 
Ceraud had eomething definite in mind ,and I can aee the nocea•ity or 

playing with Franco at this juncture for military reaeona, but I tbink 

it unto~tunate that theee atoriee ot a Bourbon restoration have a date 

line frO!Il London and Washington, It 1a not merUy the Jews and the 

Spanieh Republicans who are concerned.Thet would not be eo eerioua 

perhaps . But all the ~ilitant demoorats ,all the Lett part1ea,and the 

magnificent orgenizat1on tor 'h •••• Victory which haa an enomoua 



-
membership 1n eTer7 cit7 and hamlet in Ch1le1 reel intsna. l7 about 
theee t • o tb1114s • Whether urthins can be done about it or not ,I 
u aure that it me7 be or eoma adTantage to rou to know juat what 
people are thinking and aay1ng 

I!Dn .h'anl<lin D~'!ooaevelt 
The 1fhi te Bouae • 

'II 1 th wan.» at regards , 



Entirely Pereonal ! &en''' entlcl Santiago, Jult S, 1943 . 

Dear Mr. Wollee: 

In view or reoorts , always current , or a poeai ble milita ry 
coup d'etat and MY ekeptic1ea a e to the poeeibil1ty unleea eoae­
t h1ng extraordinary occurs or i s ~one by Pre s ident Ri o1, perhape 

~ !~~-~ -r real reeling about thea. I have the utnoat 
~a~~~! 1n the actual heads or the ArMy. However, 1 have no 

v doubt that t here 1a a group 1n the AI'IIY who are 111preued with 
the action or the Army in Argentina and are eager to initate, 
eepecially eince the d1epoeition eeeae to be to expreee great 
eatieracticn with the speeches or Storni and Raaire& - epeeohee 
I han rea4 aio"l f6p1oally without rtnding 1n thea the el1ghtut 
i ndicati on or a dete~1nation to break r elations with the AXis. 
Theee apeeohea r eaind ae eo auch or the talk or the Jordana• 
i n Spain. Row t hat viotory lea ns to our side, all our eretwh1le 
enen1eei or t he AXil parauaeion, are talking bravely or their 
•neutra ity• , and somehow many or our peopl e are taki ng what 
••••• to me to be a ••ue eatieraction in t hie attitude. At 
tirst ,vben Argent ina' s Army acted, there vae an aeeumption here 
that we would not like it, einoe it did not involve rupture. 
But it 11 noted t hot t he •neut ral1t7" t alk or t he Argentine 
leader• doee not appear to have created a bad inpreeeion. The 
prese here t hie week printed t he 1tory ot t he preee cen1or ship 
ot the new Argentine reg111e which l aye epec ial etreee on the 
a1sertion that one ot t he purpoeee ia to rig idly euppreee any 
paper t hat doee no t rollov Argentina'• polic7 ot etriot 
•neutrality•. It this aeane anythi ng it aeane that ebould 
La Preaea denounce the Axil , 1t would be eupprueed. All thle, 
Yrtb its apparently complacent reception by South American 
papere, hae about convinced thie aoup d 1e,at element 1n the 
Chilean Amy t ha t a e1a1lar movement here would not weaken 
Chile ' • poe1tion with ue . 

However , 1 doubt an atteapt at a military aoup tor 
t his r eaeon: At t he mo•t, I t hink, no more than 50 per cent 
ot the Amy favor• anyth1ft1 of the eort. And t hen the 
Oarabineroei outnumbering t he Ara7, an~ pic ked men or extra­
o~inary ni 1tart oapaoity, are eaid to be ab1olutel7 oppoeed 
and det ermined t o atand b7 t he aonat1t uted author i tJ. 

The Honorable 
SliDer lflllae, 

Under Secret a ry or Stat e, 
Waehlngton, D.O. 

~ 
9t• te ......... ~.oto.u. I·U·'Il 

FEB 
8y J Sch-ble o. .... c...--

L 
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I am told b7 peopl e who o~ght to know that the t1ft7 per cent element ln the Army wanting to 1m1t ate t he 
Arg~nt1n1an• !1nd nothing pro•1e1ng 1n t he pro1peot ot being opposed b7 50 per oent ot tht Army and the whole ot t h• Carab1neroa. 

An l ntereetlng teat~r• baa J~et oo•e to •1 attenti on. The Oarsb1ntroa are eald to be almoat wbol l 7 ~aeonio . 

Oentl"ll Btr0ullo, 'ho 1s Pres ident ot t he lo!llitary Cl~b end or-d1ted ~tth havlna ~xoell9nt •111tarr oapao1tr, 1tanda out as a pobslbl~ l~&r 8r ot the oo~p d ' etat element . He and Escudero are not coru1~ . I heve r eoently aeen Bergufto a 
n~rober ot t1mea and h~ has mD~1te~ted ~xtraordlnary cord1ol lty tor ua. H1e obse1s1on 1e tho Communl eto and I a2 s~e he vo~ld like to hbve po•-r ~i'.<..t he llll.ght ~•r 1t draatlcally •ea1nat t he Cor.teunlate, nr..i J. ac a~re he 1& a.cong t hose who teol that labor ehould be •p~t 1n 1to place• and ke~t there 1t nece•sary w1th bar onetr. . I c.ro q~1te ~~re hP 1IJ not pro-,ule or pro­
Ge~n, sn<'! thB.~ he la not un!'r1Pndly to ue . H" ie ectueted larr;elr, I WJ sut·e , \:J 1.11< e~~ rtrue Rlgl'tes~ vl ewa . Sho~ld a 
oo~p t ake hw to oo•·er, 1 em Fure t h6-t 1t wo•Jld w>t ~:~ean any 
alterat1on in Chile '• Lttitude toward ~· 1n t he war. But 1t h1e p~pose wo~ld b~ an Lt t 6•k on the Comm~1eta and labor I think t here can bt no ~oub~ t~.t a general etr1ke would toil~~ and thl t t he , reduction of w~r matrricl needed by us would be gr eatly r educed, 1! not stopped . 

I a• a1'raid tlta.t t hv 1nj!'ct1on ot oil i ter y men i nto t he GovernMent haa Bi ven the Al"Qy u t este !or political pow~r, a nd t ha t should R! oe make eat letdctory a rrnngement • with the Leftist parties t or disolnllnP and support , and reorganize the OoYernment on a p~ely political baala, with t he a111tarr •en exol~ded f rom t he M1n1etry, t here would be a dlesetiafac­tion 1n t he hra7 tr~t d i d not notloeabl7 exist before he 1n­
ol~ded t hem . I was s urpriood t he ot her evening 1n t alking with 
E•o~ero t o note some blt•erneee over the pr ospect ot a ~rely political aov~rnoent composed eolely of t he representatives of the political partiee . But the Generd had had about two 110re dr1.nk• t han he needed and he talked With i nd ieoret1on . 

H•anwhile , howevt r , I have heard nothing different from Govern•ent since r•rn!nde~ told 111e that Rio• will reorganl~e the Govern~~~ent with a c iY1lian 1n t he Mlnletry ot t he Interior, 
b~t with t he M1nlstrr or Deten•e 1pllt into three K1ni•trie• Var, Marine and ~viation - wi th military men ln each. 

Thia is c lear as ~d, ae I reall~e . But 80 18 the 
ait~tion . I a• g ivi ng 7~ mr own •tate or mind and •Y • eoret 

t hO!!!Shtl 
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t houghts about it on t he aaauantion t hBt r ou mar l i ke 1t 
f or background . 

II . 

I am a little oonoernod , t oo, becaus e or t he bad r~ 
action toward ue of LeftiBt ele•ente end ref ugees t hat have 
been i n the front line trenohea f1gh&1ng our bat t leo for 
rupture and for car rying out all the implications of rup ture. 
The action or General Giraud i n abrogating t he agroeaent or 
1870 aade b7 France in t he earl 7 days of t he l ate Republic 
giv ing complete c1t 1~~nahip to tho J eva in North Africa, haa 
cauaad a at onishment . The raot that th• V1obr Gov~rn~ent 
acted B1ailarlJ and clearly on the urging or Hi tler a nd 
Laval, aakes t hla aaea to alaost everyone I have t alked wi th 
t he v ~ry negat ion or the t hing• for vhlch we are fight ing. 
We are held r esponsible t or Gi raud, and I have heard t he 
opi nion t hat he repre aent a the Ri ght ~ing of t he French Ar my 
whiob notoriously wa a playing with t he eneaies or French 
d .. ooracr before t he war and which is r esponsible l argelJ 
t or the present huail iat i on or ~ranee. I do not know the 
purpose or Giraud 1n thl e abrogat i on, but it i e di f ficult to 
exp lain or defend. I had beooas thor oughl7 di sgusted with 
de Gaul le, but I must oonres e that t his action ot Giraud 
gives aome color t o th~ oppositi on or the de Gaulllata. 

Then, too, t here ia auoh aurpr iae a nd uneae1nesa 
among t he Letti ete here, and, or coars e, among the Spanish 
Republ ican•, becauae or the nreas reports oonstsnt l7 roi ng 
out indicating that Brita in and t he United State• a re quite 
pleaaad with Franco ~nd Jordan• e nd quite aat l atied v1th an 
arrangement which vill dleregard t he deaocrat io aent laent or 
Spain and restore a Bourbon t o t he t hrone vi t l'lt he bleuinge 
ot t hese two democ r a tic nat ions . I can eee, or courae , that 
t or ail i tary raesona at • critical tlae lt 1s neceasarr to 
play with Franco and Jordana and pretent to a eat1efaction ve 
do not reel; and alec t he t it aay be t o our advantage t o pl aJ 
the monarchists against t he pbalang1eta . But thle need not 
be put i nto the preae 1n auoh a war ae to indi cat e our ooa­
plete eatls factlon. And l f put lnto t he preea , i t aeema un­
ro~unate that t he etor1ea ahould be dated from ~ndon and 
Wuhl ngton . 

I f only t he Jewa and t he Spani eh Republicans were af­
fected b7 t hose storiea i t would be bad but not serioua, per­
haps ; but t he Leftleta eleaents, all t ho democratic elements 
in Chile, are ailitantly in &JapathJ with the J ews and with 
Spani sh deaooracr, and 1 find a disconcerting akaptic laa 
grovi"8 aa to our dt a ocratio aot1t. I t t rue here, it auat 
be true generelly . 

L 
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I ha~e no ~oubt t hat thPre are ade quate and 
immediate reason• tor all theee t hings , but the un­
rortun~tP t hi ne is tha t t he tacte arc being published 
without the expl anations whioh, ror man1reet ~naon1, 
cannot be. But I am Pure you 1~111 want the r eaction• 
to t hem among our tr1enda ae I tind them here. 

Sincerely yours, 
/ 

~4 
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Santiago, July 29, 1943. 

Dear Mr. Preeident: 

Juet a word or warmeet congratulations on your 
righting speeoh or laet night which ie featured in all 
Santiago papere today, and Fernandez, the Foreign 
Minister, aeked me to add hie congratulations . I was 
delighted espeoially with the promise that Museolini 
cannot escape the penalty tor hie crimea by resigning 
on the approach or the police, and with the eentence: 
•we will have no truck with Faaciem in any way, shape 
or form. Ve will permit no veetige of Faeoiem to remain1 • 

The downfall or Mueeolini created a aeneation here and 
the ettect on our eretwhile enemiee hae been magical. 

I do not think I wrote you or the meesage sent me 
by t he Nuncio through the Foreign Minister; a request 
that I do what I could in Washington to prevent the 
bombing of Rome. The Minieter told me that thus tar he 
talked as a Catholic but immediately he began to talk 
1 like an Italian1 in that he aa1d that it wae terrible 
and futile to bomb Italy and Sicily. The Minister eaye 
he told him that it wae 1 abeurd" to talk about not bomb­
ing Italy and Sicily, and that he himeelt, while regret­
ting the neceeeity, thought it i nevitable that Rome would 
be bombed tor the military obJectivee. The Nuncio, by 
the way, was tor a number or years the private Secretary 
ot Hie Holineee. I have never been quite able to figure 
him out. The Yugoelav Minister, who talks Italian with 
him, and who ie a Catholic, t ells me that the Nuncio, in 
confidential convereation, has been very bitter against 
Muesolini and calls Hitler an anti-Chriet. He is moet 
cordial with me. 

I have Juet written Welles or an interview thie 
morning with FernAndez i n which he eaid that he ie con­
vinced Argentina and Brazil a~e trying to work up an 

The Honorable 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

The White Houee, 
Waeh1ngton, D. C. 

!!l!!-Commun1et 
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anti-Communist crusade on the continent, predicated 
on the at least simulated tear that Russia plans 
the domination ot Germany anC!. Central Europe. I have 
no doubt both the Ambassadors here have been feeling 
him out along this line. In the beginning, both were 
so anti-Communist that I telt neither was pro-democratic, 
and they certainly, in the beginning, said nothing to 
indicate they were anti-Nazi. However, Gracie, the 
Brazilian, has been pro-United Nations tor months now, 
and he has been my closest collaborator. But he is 
intensely Catholic. 

But Fernandez places his own interpretation on 
this proposed crusade. He thinks the object is to try 
to drive Chile trom its traditional democratic orbit 
and into a military dictatorship. Coming trom Fernandez, 
this is interesting. 

Warmest regards, 

Sincerely, 



!Jesr .:lbtKlo: 

t ,).IVe :-~celvoo. :•our ... ot..t .r of .. Ju...y 16 ,.lty 
i t• enclo•ure• . I urpr•ctc. t e your koo!'\ng na in -

formod coneernh'ij t he!'e r.lo tt.cr, . 

( <:ignod) "tu\IIY.Lrtl LJ . ;.OO''f''EL"' 

'"'ne Honort1 ole 

C.La.uoe G. Bo •. er~ , 

/ 

.. 
J 



My dear Mr. President: 

DEPARTMENT Of STATE 

WASHI NGTON 

July 31. 1943 

I have r e ceived your memorandum of July 26 , 1943 

enclosing a letter of J uly 16, with encl osures, which 

you have received f r om Ambassador Bowers in Santiago, 

Chile . 

In response to your r equest, I am enclosing a 

draft of a suggested reply to Ambassador Bowers for 

your considera t and signature if you approve . 

Enclosures : 

l . Draft. 
2 . Letter re t urned. 

The President, 

The White House . 



Dear Mr Preaident:-
5 Tbe incloaed letter• too Wall•• deal wi tb • Ill& tter 

ot oonaid.,rabl.a t..portanoa wtucb ia not w1 thout a alumiug t eature. 
You lllllY tind it _,rtb cila too baTe tbia into~tion tor background 
should t~~~ytMug 8't'antuata. 
I a till w1 tbold oy obeara rr- the new Al'P " ' 1 ne r.o"Yel"DDII8nt that ie 
goiug tol and 1e in tad _,acoordi ug to s t orni,cooperatiug Wi th the 

ti • ~ .. t .~fh bas just announced the suppression ot ele"Yen .AaerioD m ~ on I u~ 
oreanization supporting the Democracies in the wer under the good old 

n Nazi pretext that they are "commun1et1o". There ere 'Yery tew c0111rtunista 
in Argentine but there ere e lot or democrats end e lot ot liberals--which 
t o tocists ,nezis end Falangists means "conwunists•. 
I he'Ye asked the Spaniards here who had been oent,es cherged , beck to 
Frenoo.Tbey recei'Yed their informati on from en Argentine paper. The nace 
1e Tomee Serentea,e Speniab refugee i n l.!exioo ,wbo appears to he"Ye crossed 
the border without right and to ha'Ye been arrested . l hope he was not sent 
bock to Spain , since I heYe no doubt l!exioo would hove taken him beck. 

I note in the very confidential t elegram received daily that 
Franco says ploinly he will not tolerated a monarchist restoration since 
the sentiment is not strong enough.This is t rue ot course tor no one 1n 
Spain but tbe old reactionary eristoorocy and nobility want a monarchy. 
But it appears Franco is persuaded it i s not necessary to get rid ot bia 



teoiet regime since he says that after the war the Demoorecies will 

ell adopt hie form ot Government . The more I beer ot Franco the lees 

secroscent be is to me • 

1 have just read whet purports to have been e speech by Hayes which 

I prater to think woe never mede, It eeid thet "the future Government 

ot Spein wi ll not be determined by the United States or by the 

Spen1eh refugees outside Spain but by those in Spain". Since t he 

refugees ere the Spanish democrats who in Spain would have been shot 

wboleeele or imprisoned , I find i t difficult to understand this pre-

judice against them. Naturally I do not ehere it. When tbe prisons ben 

been emptied or their thousands or pol1t1cel prisoners and the refugees 

ere permitted to return t o t be bomee they so veUently defended , then 

and then only cen a vote determine tbe will or tbe Spanish people. I 

iMgine Hayes has been misquoted . I hope so . 

Hon.Fronk11n D.Rooaevelt 
The White House. 

Warmest regards , 



Santiago, Julr 16, 1943. 

Dear Hr . ~ellea1 

Qoaaander Rockwell came to aee me yeeter~ay morn­
ing as an eaiasary tro~ the head ot Ar.J I nTeat 1gaoi onea 
here to warn t hat aome Coaunht l eadero 11181 be arreat ed and to expreae eoae concern leet we i nt erpret it al a 
aoYa ot the Mazie . He wanted • • to undara t and t hat thie i a not t he caee. I haYe aaid nothing to b i a and ehal l 
not. But I ea both concerned and amazed . 

Juet at a t i me when I am prtparing to follow up a 
oonTarlation with 'ernindez i n which I t alked vPry plainly 
about t he r eleaee ot a gr ebt nuaber ot nazi a~enta and epiee a rreeted on i nformat i on i n po•eeeai on ot t he OoTern­
ment, which doea no t appear to wor ry t he Arat 1n t he 
leaat, 1t 11 d11guat1ng t bat the AraJ ahould audOenlJ be­come ao deaplJ apprahenaiYa about t he Coamun1ete . 

D1eguet1ng t or t heae reaaone: 

(1) 'fhlf Coa~~unhta here haw aunperted ua one 
hundr ed percent and aoat e t teotivelJ l n the 
aatter or rupture and in the tight on t he Nazia . 
In truth, the aoat a1l1tant and et teotiTe IUPJ'Ort 
we have had hae oome troa t he ir well diao1p~1ned 
organisati on. We haTe had t he oppoaition ot the 
Rigbtaat pert181, aa pertiea, and haYe had •ery 
wea k aupport, aa rou know, trca t he Radical party. 

( 2) !he Coaauniata have aupported the oonatituted 
GoTernaent tar mo r e l oyall7 than anJ ot her p a rty, 
tar mora ao than t he Radioala, t he Pr eaident ' a own 
party. 

Rockwell waa told t ha t t hese •coa.uniat 
leadare• woul d be a rreatad leat the~ be a 
general etrike . The anewer to t hA t ie th1a : 
Thtre baa been no general etrlke. In t he caee 
ot tbreatened etrikee, Contreras Labaroa, the 
Coaauniet leader, haa aont to t he fullest extent 

'!'he Honorable 
Su.nar Wellee, 

Under s ecretary ot State, 
waeh1nat on, n.c. 

.!!l 
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in prevent ing 1t on the ground that it would interfere 
with our war etrort, end hae iamediately eent .-ie­
aariee to etop 1t . He ea1d that ir t he em1eeary t ailed , 
he hiaeelr would go . 

6o t he t alk or a general etr1ke eeeae rather tar 
retched. 

I .. strongl7 or the opinion that t he conteaplated 
ac tion ot t he Var Inveetigaoionee would do aore to 
precipitate a general etrike than an7thing elee. It 
•18ht alaoat torce i t. And I aa wondering 1r that i e 
what t he reaotionarJ Ri ghteet leader• want and ir the7 
are Juat ua1ng certain react1onar7 Arar eleaenta. In 
d&Jt or peace, Ohileane can do whatever the7 pleaee 
ebout their doaeatic political proble .. and it 1e none 
or our bua1neu; but 1t 11 in the 1ntereat or the lla&h 
to precipitate auoh a oontrovera7 i n the a idat or the 
war. 

I .. aatoniahed tor t heae r~aeona: 

(1) OOfttrerae Labaroa waa a diMer gueet ot 
the Pree1dent on the oocaai on or the via1t 
or t he Paragua7an Preeident, who vaa aeton­
iehe4 to find repreeentativee ot ell partiee 
at the koneda dinner. The Ooaaun1at l eader 
also vent on t he eouthern trip with Wallace, 
along with t he luder or the Con .. rvat1ve 
partJ. 

(c) Prea1dent Ri ce, I aa told, ea1d the 
other d&J, that there are three k1mh ot 
Ch1leane: 

"Thoee who with to drive •• out1 t hoee 
who wiah to drive •• to a d ictatorship} and 
thoae who t hink I .uet rule v1th the Lett 
part1ea t hat elected me . I All or th~ third 
olaae•. 

The danger or a ailitar7 ooup d ' etat 
aeeaa to •• i mprobable tor th1a reaaon: 

It 11 generall7 underatood t hat not 
halr the ~7 ott1oera tavor a a1litar7 
d1otatorehlp. More than halt will atand 
with t he Preeident. And all ALL the 
Oar1baneroe, conat1tut1ng a iarger toroe 
than the Ara7, and ooapoaed or aen at good 
or auch better, are openl7 tor t he Pr eaident. 

!!!!! 
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That being t he s ituation, t he onlt ohanoe t or 
a military action ie to cr eate a aituation in•ol•1ng 
atrikea ; and I .. eure there will be no general etr1ke 
if t he ete t ue quo ie aa1nta ine4 anO there oertainlt 
will be a etr i ke i t Coa.uniet leadere are a r reeted. 

I u afre.ld t hat aoa~a ot t he Ar.t have not ent1relt 
loat t he enthualaatic hope t het had when the Ar.t 1n 
Argentina t ook ower. That aot i on wae talaelt aaor1be4 
to t he •ooamuniet peril" , the ol d Faeoiet technique. I 
note t ha t ale• en or gani&at1one for the support ot tbl 
Damooraolee haY& been aupprteaed bt t he Argent i ne Oo•~rn­
ment on the ground t hat that are •oo .. un1etto•. The 
good old Faeoiet techni que in Spainl Dear ae, how well 
I recall that I wae a co .. uniet and "red" beoauae I 
atood fo r deaooraot in Spain agoinat the coabined Axil 
f orcee tt.er e . And t hie meeaage, t hrough Roclntell, aug­
gut& t o ae t ha t t he ant1-dnoorat1o eleaen t in t he Are.t 
hare vould like to 1111 t ate t he Argentines 1n this rupect. 

All t hia aat not eYentuate but I aend it to tou 
•• background tor poeeibilitlee. It aeeme to ae now 
t here it l ittle if ant , denger ot an unphea• al here 
elnoe the Pr eeident has apparentlt "about r eaohed on 
understand i ng with t he Lett partiea having a aubetantia l 
ma.Joritr 1n Congreu. 

II . 

! he gra•eat da nger to the reg1a6 here ia the 
atartling akyrook~ t1ng or t he ooat ot 11Y1ng. ! hit 
1a outrageoua. The aaaa ot t he people cannot bear 
t he burden. AI Harr11 reported, the coat ot lhing 
here 11 hi gher than 1n ant other eouth Ameri can oountrr; 
and u high aa i n t he United Stat81, where l abor reoeh .. 
pr lnoelr wage• incompariaon. 

Tht Preeident realizes thie and he haa Just done 
eomething that hae pu~&led •• no end . He baa named •• 
t he head ot the organization to cont rol pr1oae, et 
cetera, Raaon t EROARA Montero. Thie aan toraerlr waa 
!Dtendente here. He wae thought to be pro..Na&i, at hie 
brother, an Arlit ot r 1cer undoubtedlt wae one. He 1e t he 
aan who prohibited anti- Nazi pioturea while ~er.itting 
Nazi pioturea in half t he t heatr11 and • • en i n ANT bar­
raolte . I had a ho t fight w1th h1a and he wae r eao•ed. 
Re 11 a 1trong man ot great dar1q and hae figured 1n 
t he goee1p aa one ot t he t hree aeat aoet 11kely to haad 
a a1l1tar7 ooup. 

Why th~n hi e appoint•entt It 11 poae1bla that, 

F1ret, 
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F1ret, ho waa named by Ri oe to bin~ hla t o 
h1m. 

Second, t hat he wae naaed beoauae he 1e not 
nfra1d of t he dev11, 1e a mftn o f act1on, and it 
he ie 1n earneet about control, he will not be 
atrald t o act aga1net the protiteera no .. t ter how 
1apor tant pol1t1oall7 or haw povertul t1nano1all7. 

In t hia poa1tton he oan do ue no hara unl eea 
he were to atte~t t o create t he 1apreeeion t hat wa 
are reepona1ble t or the h i gh ooet of l 1Y1ng here, 
and I aa poa1t1Ye the Pree1dent would not tolerate 
that. 

Viewing h1• appoint aent real1at1oallJ, there­
tore, I do not think there 11 any ocoaa1on for a l arm, 
and 1t aa7 bring h1a int o line v1th ua. 

Va.aeat regar4e, 



Sant1a&o, Julr 16, 1943. 

Dear Mr. Welle1 1 

81noe wr1t1ng t he letter rou haYe Juet read, I haYe beard a s ore etartl1ng t h1ng brou~ht •• b7 Wall. A .. e~ 1ng wae oalle4 t h1e week ot all thoee dealing w1tb eep1on­aae and pree1dtd OYer bJ Garreton, bead ot the C1Y11 lnYeet1gat1one. Be open.& the aeet1ng b7 ear1ns that 1t wae oalle4 to oone1der ware and ••ane ot sore etteot1Yelr 4eal1ng w1th Axle agent• and eep1onage. Colonel Queea,.. ot M111tarr Intelllaenoe,~t onoe epoke up and ea1d thet h11 people were not eo .aob 1ntereete4 1n thh, but that ther were oonoerned w1th the Co..ua1ete. Garreton then ea1d that t he Ruu1ane are t~htlnl rltb t he D•oorao1u 1a IWope and that the C-.a11te here are eupport1ng the Pree14ent and the oonet1tute4 author1tr, and 1t that wae the poe1Uon or Queea4a 1 • people there wae no reaaon Vhf the aeet1ns ehould oont1nueJ at wh1oh Queeada got up an4 walked out. 

Colonel Johneon tella .. t hat we were Yerr .ach 1n doubt ae to Queea4a 1 e poa1t1on on t he war tor a Yll'f long t1H1 but that latelr pro-Allr otr1oere haYe ea1d that be 11 ul r1Cbt on t he war. 
In talk1ng w1th one ot t heee sen w1th the Co..ua1et obeeee1on, Johneon aeke4 h18 1t arr11t1 or Oonaunlet leadere would not .. an a general etr1ke. '!'he replr wae that 1t probablr would, but that 1t would not laet sore thaD t1YI 4&71 an4 wben tbe leadere ba4 ~een 1 ehot•, ther would .. ttle cloWD. M7 OYD l8preu1on 11 that the ebooUng ot theee leader• vould lead to a ola11 war here ot t he t1ret -.gnUu4e, and w:NOk our war 1nc1ultr1e' here. I haYe bun IUI&ble to get a ctet1nU1on 1n terae ot IMa ot the .. rd 1 leac1ere•. It u aotuallr 1nolu4u •en llke Oontre .. e Lab&roa, 1t would sean gran trouble and prob­abll o1Y11 war1 1t 1t •ean• •o•• 1rreaponel~l• agltatore bert and there oalle4 O~l1t1 and probablJ not at all, lt •lgbt be d1tterent. But lt 11 ar obeerYat1on that b7 •klng a •l"Sfl' out ot a elaalk rou plaJ a elll7 pae. 

The Honorable 
au.ner Wellee, 

Ull4er lleoretarr ot State, Waeh1nston,D.O. 

G~~ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 26, 1943. 

MEMORANDUM l'OR 
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.1~.!..osi..r cop, --- ett• r \! ich tht 
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Santiago, August 10, 1943. 

Dear Mr. Pre~ident: 

You may be interested in the tour througb South 
America or Senato~Butler or Nebraska, who is here now. 
Very con!idencnny, certain t hings impressed and con­
oerned me. When I met him at the plane I round Mr. 
Cussen , the head or the Electric Company and the Traction 
Company, American properties , who had been asked to meet 
him by the leading public utility man or Nebraska. That 
rather fixed the Senator's status. I had a three hour 
conversation with the Senator on Friday afternoon. He 
had with him a Mr. MumforQ,.§cting aa epecial secretary, 
and I was shocked lthen asked" by him 1! I did not t hink 
the way to handle South America is to go back to t he 
"big stick". These were the words he used. I told him 
that I thought it would be fatal to our relations with 
South America, that the events or the last ten years had 
done much to wipe out the old anti-Yankee reeling. I 
d id not know what impres sion I had made. 

Than on Saturday morning I took Butler to call on 
President Rios. During t he course ot the conversation 
Rios said: 

•ot course there has been a strong anti-American 
sentiment in Chile and in South America ror a very long 
time and it has been deep seated. It has been largely 
eradicated in Chile since President Roosevelt went into 
power because or hie policies and the confidence or the 
South Americans in the reality of his friendship" . 

That seemed to hit t he Senator between t he eyes. 

At noon that day I had the Senator to lunch at the 
house with a rew Senators - Cru~ Coke, Ortega, Lira Videl a, 
and Grove, - a Conservative, Radical, Liberal and Socialist , 
- all warm partisans or ours and great admirers of yours. 

The Honorable 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

The White House, 
Washington, D.C. 

I 

' 
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I had the Senator between Cru~ Coke and myself and you 
can imag ine what Cru~ Coke said about you and your 
policy . All t our Senators , outstanding hare, are 
militantly our friends and yours . 

It was arranged there that Butler could be 
invited to the Senate f or Monday at 4:30. Butler was 
enormously pleased and almost humble , since no wher e 
else has he been accorded such distinction, and the 
fact that I am r ather more notoriously a fighting k'emo­
crat than any other head of mission he has met or will 
on t his continent, I think it has made a strong i mpres­
sion on him. At anl,rate he asked me to go over the 
brief speech he ~make, saying he would be guided 
entirely by me. I have just gone over the speech which 
is perfect in tone and content . 

It Mumford made an impress i on on him with h1e 
"big stick" pr opaganda I am sure he has been thoroughly 
educated on what an abandonment of the present South 
American policy would mean 1n our relatione . He frankly 
puts it that his trip has "educated" him . 

I attended the press conference tor him, rather 
apprehensive lest the reporters by their questioning 
develop partisan differences at hom! affecting our Good 
Nei ghbor policy and I warned him . An attempt ~as made 
by the r eporters but he handled himself well, and said 
that in such matters there vas no party dif ference . 

It might be well to learn something about Mumford. 
He made a bad impression on members of my staff, as well 
as on me , and I haV! the impr ession that he had a Job for 
the Republ icans of smelling out things that can be used 
by the opposition. But he certainly was not clever about 
lt. 

I have Just lost the most charming, and in my 
opinion the most irreplaceable member of my staff, Cecil -ryon cal led back to t he Department . He is a eon-in­

~av ~f Joe Grew and was enormously popular here, despi te 
the tact that he is a Harvard man ! Keep your eye on him. 
He i s somebody . 

Sincere~~ 

.)< fPrl$0 
XJ03 
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Dear Steve: 

AMERICAN EMBASSY 

Ssntiago, August 10, 

The enclosed letter t o the President 
is very confidential becau~e it deale prima­
rily with American political matter s . For 
that reason I am enclosing it to you tor trans­
mission. 

Enclosure: 
Letter, as stated. 

The Honorable 
Stephen Early, 

Sincerely, 

~f/~ 

The White House, 
Washington, D. c. 
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Sant iago,August I?,I943 

Dear Mr }·resident:-
Berle has just sent me an 

alaborate report on the Spanish republicans in 
South America in which I am mentioned. I have in 
consequence written him and I am inclosing a copy. 
I am rather proud to be known as hoping for the 
ultimate restoration of Spanish demooraoy,but 
poor old Soriano,almost eighty,and almost childish 
in his feebleness got it a little wrong. 
The possible attitude of t he Government naturally 
was never discussed with Soriano. 

Warmest regards, 

Hon.Franklin D.Roosevelt 
'l'he White House. 



Pc; r: 

Santiago, Allguet 17, 1943 . 

Dear Kr. Serle : 

I have r ead with auch intereet the report on •s~ieh 
Rt publioan Group• 1n t he Other Republ i c•" · For the moat 
part it ie a r eaeonabl7 acourate deecr1pti on ot t he eitua­
t1on, but t he •teude" exi sting, aa reported, i n the R~publi­
oan r anlta in Spain bef or e theP'aeoht I nternational , lead b:y 

Hitler and Mueecl1ni and their armed forces , brought on the 
bloodJ war with the tragic re8ulta to Spain now eo evident 
are exaggerated . There were dif terenoee among t he real 
Republic~ parties aa to poli oiea Just as in t he United 
States and England , but there was unificat i on among them 
against the ?aeo1at and Monarchist elements in t he ~leot1on 

ot 1936. Among t he Left i s t e lements, th~ S:ynd1cal1ete and 

the Anarchist s were not united with t ho r~~l Republ1C¥n and 
Deaocrat1o parties . I doubt it t he Anarchists , born and 
de~eloped e1nce 18~ under t he aonarohJ, can be cal led 
•t.etthte•. Great numbers ot them in r ebel terr1tor1 were 
with t he Franco torcee and man:r 1n Barcelona went over t o 

Franco during t he war. 

The onl:r ae r 1oua acb1em, I t hink, wa s t hLt between Negrin 

and Prieto - both Soo ia l 1ste . Prieto wa c a s roat parl1&aen­
tarian, a r esll.J brilliant ar.d ilopr ees 1ve or;.tor , for yeare 

the epokeeaan 1n t he Cortes ot th~ 8oc1al1ste and t he g r ea test 
debater in t hat body as 1"e t rom A.tana . NAgrin wae 1.1 member 
ot t he Cortes but never apok~ and be was not a leGdcr until 

during the war. Pr1~to was of t~e Ri ght wing ot the Social­
let a , very close to the Azana r epublioane; ller;r1n wns ot 

the Lett wing. The removal t rom the M1n1stry ot Wer ot 
Prieto b;y Negrin after t hE> rebels broke t hroll£h to the sea, 

vat b1tterly resented by Pr1~to . I know the re~sonn , t he 
claims ot both men, both ot whom I personal lJ know. 

Pr1eto hat ed the Co~urtiRte , Anarch1ate and Synd icalists; 
lleg r 1n wall Ot'trta 1nlT ot neither group. But i n the war it 

wa a nPoe!\Dary to us!' all t hNlP i1.E;n1ns t t hr raooist£1. Negr1n 
tol d me aft er th~ war tr~t he hAd t r ouble ~1th a l l t hree but 

he toun~ t~t wt.Pn he bad ll1l under stanll 1nt; ' '1th t !:.e leader• 
ot the Anarchi&t ~ ane s,.n~ 1calist ~ one day, t he next the 

The Honorable 
Adolf A. OerlA, Jr ., 

Aee1stant Secreta ry or St ate , 
\"aeb1ngton, D. C. 

under s t and ing 



AIR MAIL 

Mr. Berle - 2- August 17 , 1943. 

understanding vae disregarded beoauae the leaders o~uld 
not control their aen; that he bad Just as much trouble 
gett ing an underotanding w1th the Communists, but when 
an underatanding waa hAd with thei r l eaders, he could die­
mit! it troa hit mind. He t herefore used t hea. 

The Commlmieta were not iapreaeive in number• 
before the var. In the Cor tea, when I v ent to Spain, 
there was Just one Ooaaun1at 1n a body or 450 aen; when 
the Popu~r Front vae formed, literally r oroed by the 
unification or t he ant i-Republican parties, tney elected 
16 - out ot all proport i on with their et re~th . To il­
lufttrate : In Madri d it would havo be en imposs ible to elect 
a Communist dos-ca toher, running na a ComDtun1et. Rut there 
wert 17, I think, member! trom Madrid and in makinf the 
ticket , one Communist was put on. He was elected, not at 
a Communlst, but as e memb!r ot the Ooamon f ront. So 1n 
other eeot i ons . 

Duri ng t he war there was much gratitude to nuaaia be­
oau&o Russia alone was willing to sell arma and ammunition. 
She a lone helped . The Western Demooraol.ee Ji>Oreioted in 
keeping up the mockery ot "Non-i nterTent 1on , oonoeatrat1ng 
on preventing the const itutional legal governaent fro• buy­
ing arms and am~un1t1on . The effect on men t 1~ht l.ng tor 
t h•ir l ive& 11ae 1nevit6f.ble. l'hey were aa sroterul to Ruaeia 
then as ~e are now; they aooeptod Russia' s helo ae grate­
tully t hen au ~e do now. 

But Sp~niarda are •emperumontally antipathetic to 
Communism a s much ae to Faaolam. 

I note I have been d at1n&uhhed by mention 1n t he 
report ln a quot~tlon from tlor1ano. He ia vron~ l u eay-
1ng t lwt I tav~r a •opan1sh Oo• ernment in exile • I ne•er 
have aald anything of the eort , knowing it inopportune. I 
moa t certa inly, beil\6 an American and a Democrat , hop~ f or 
the r est orat ion o! a Democ ratic apublio i n Soain when t he 
rotten !abrio erected on 1ts ruinu fall • of ita own putri dity. 
Preo1dent Roosevelt knows that lloriano is wrong in his u­
auapt1on that I hdVO 11ritton hitil about rcco~Jnl~lng a Republi­
can Gov~rnoent 1n Lpa1n when the war 1s ovar. I have ex­
prenued : he nopo to J. reG1dent Kooaevelt tha'C the l>p8111ah 
pe ople xuy be po~l.t tod to detPrai ne for themselves in a 
pleh1aoite the kind ot government t hey want; and have aaid 
thai. this oa.nnot be detet'lilined by" vote ant1l ,. u the 
poli tical prisoners ot1ll held, tour yeare and more after 
the Wul•, are r oloooed and tho thouaonds who !ought the 
Faac1ete f or t ')IO nnd a nalf yeare ~tni went 1nto Pt. ile, are 
perm1t~ed to return home t o vot e . 



~hat plebiscite, if honest , would not result in a 
restoration of a Bo~ ling. Up to t he time of the war, 
the Monarahiate could not elect •ore than 12 or 13 members 
of the Cortea. 

Here , and throughout South America, the Spsniah 
Republican• have militantly anf eftectiv~ly supported 
us in our tight tor rupt ure of relatione with the Axia. 
The emall ar1stooratio •onarohiet eleaent hav~ been 
milltantl7 again1t us and pro-AXil. I have had e naturel 
partiality tor those who have supported our cauee. 

My rela tions with Sor~ano have been fri endly, but 
my contacts have btten in connection with t he Q.ualr~r or gan­
i za7 1on which h~lps r efugees in dire trouble . It furnished 
money to get a wo oden leg for a bt1111ant young Spanish 
poet here , And a l eo tor the care or a nothpr Spnn1Ah artist 
aufffl r1ng from consumption . I workec'l wi t h the (~uakers thtr­
ine: the Spanish war. 

I am very proud to be Qlaced among those friendly to 
Spanish democracy by those who know . When Fernando de 
los Rios, an ol d friend was here to lecture in the Un iversi 
I had h i m to lunch. HhPn A~rre , t he Basque Pree1dent, 
now on the faculty of C~lumb1a , came he re he not unnAturall 
called on me and I was gla~ to se~ t his real ly fine oharaot 
111hen ~i,e.rt inez Barrio b.n t\ Maija wpre her~ , they called upon 
me as ol d friends . \Jhen another f r iend , of whose friend­
s hip I am proud , Augu1to Barc1e , Hi nieter of Foreign Af­
t'alrs in Spain and leed.er of Azana 1 e party i n t he Cortes, 
sent me from Barcelona t he fine two volume s t udr h~ had 
written on San Martin, I recommended 1t to book seller• 
here . It had nothing to do with the war . 

But in Soriano's letter to the ef f ect t hs t I had 
written, as hP says, t o Roosevelt , he ie mist aken . I 
certainly never t old him eo . But he 1e a very old man, 
he must be neer e i ghty, and he 1e ant to ~et mixed. He 
1s vP.ry feeble now. 

I co.n eeA but one solution for Spain. When r'r anoo 'e 
r eg ime goes down, t he Sp.niah people, and all the Span ieh 
people, and no on~ elee,muet b~ permitt ed to determine the 
form of govprnment under which t hey wish to live. I believ' 
that 1a what we are fighting for now. But that os n only 
be ~et erm1ned by a plebieoite of all the B?anish people, a n1 
not until after t he wpr. In the me~nwhlle I can eee no 

useful 



AIR MAIL 

Mr. .aerle -4- Auguot 17,1943 . 

ueeful pu~>ose 1n f orming n oonneotion with any 
government 1n exile; and l east or all or ooam1tt 1ng ourselves t o t hA r ePtorat 1on or a Bourbon X1ng, re­gardlete of t he wtehee or t he peopl e. 

I would not bot h•r you with r.~y v1ews a t such 
length but t or t he f act t hat I ossump s l l our H1e <J 1ons 
hev~ bePn turn1 qheo oou1~s ot t he re oort 1n whi ch I am erroneously quoted . I am e-na1np a co~y ot t ht P. letter to th~ Pr~o 1dent. 

Regards . 

Si nc erely, 



} 
r 

• . 
• 
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CO DE: 

Department 

Brown 
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FEB 4 1972 By J Scbouhk Do .. , _ _ _ 

DATE: Novenber 10 , 7 p.m. 

NO . : 1922 

C'!A 'tf':ED TO : Embaaey 

1922, 1!0Yel'lber 10 , 7 p. l'l. 
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G3 171 l"'R STil'l"!'IIIIUS , ::xl".OAJI AloD FICIIDAL 

\ S you may know we haYe been ~akin~ an etrort to 

got an tnoroaas i n the s upply ot pri 1t ~~,er tor t he 

press and ot &lucose tor the local paper t aotory which 

supplies one ot the two greatest papers in Santiago and 

numerous papers t hroughout the country. I have Juat had 

a conversation with 1amea Uiller , the hoad or the United 

Preas in s outh America, regarding the new decree issued 

by the !lad Gonr nment 1n Buenos Aires which a16bt have 

been writte n by Herr Goabbela . It declnrea t hat paper , 

1nolud1ng th~t whiob we send to Argentine must be equally 

divided and that Paapero the aost orteneiYe or Nasi or­

gana and another Nasi paper shall have t heir ru11 share 

whi oh ~eane t heir ru11 share or paper aent rrom the 

United States, and that the nasi Gover nment will see to 

it. 

But I waa startled to hear troa t•Uler that while 

we i n tbla Emba .. y have to tight oonatantly to 1.et 

enough paper to keep the press here goina, and while we 

get but 550 tone a month tram the United States 
tor • 



- 2 -

~ tile ~" eQpJICWtlJa& ov oeue 1a • da.ooraUo .re­

publlo, w an aeD41n& 5000 toaa e 11011\h to ov eaaalea 

1a Ar.-a\1ae. Tala ..... 1nored1ble to .. , •• 1t eYldent­

lJ ae...a t o MtlJ•r. 

'!'be a.. deo.Ne 1o tile 4110at dlreot an4 ar.rogaat ohal­

l eage w ba'N yet had 1n A.r&entlne. It ooo11ra to • that 

in Ylew ot thia daoree we Bight well d iaoontin11a sending 

any paper to Ar gentine and distribute that 5000 tons 

among t he nations that a re with 11a and not agai nst ue . 

I know or oourH t bet t hi a would bit the two important 

papers in Fl1enos Ai r ••. that a re friendly to our oa11ae, 

but now the Oo•arnaent deoreea tb~t wbateYer we send tor 

their 11ae an equal ~mount ot our paoer will be giYen to 

t he papera t hat ere fighting ua t ooth and nell; and it 

aa a r esult ot abutting ott the aupply t he two papers 

ravor nble t o ua aurrer, t he responaibility will be on 

their OoYernment and not on ua. I a~eat that serious 

attenti on aay well be gi•en t o the shutting ott ot the 

paper end t he diatributlon or it among the oountriea that 

are with ue. 

All Chlleau r eturning troa •!alta t o Buenoa Alrea 

oommeot with aatonlahllent on the taot that there ls no 

eYldeaoe ot aoarolty there in anything; that the people 

are proapering beoauee they are autt'erlng no depri.ationa 

trom t he United Retloaa; aad the taot 1a being 11aed by 

Kas1 ale .. nta 1a other oountrlea to auateln the thaala 

that 
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t hat it was a mistake t o br eak relations wi th t he Axis , 

because t he one t ha t m~intains r elat t ona is pr.ospering 

and suffer ing not at el l through i t a adhesion to the 

Na z i cause . Surely t he beat con1 ribution .we can make to 

t hose wi shing the over throw or thi s llazi reol~~~e i s t o 

put the pi nch upon thea . 

OOB/cdw 

Encoded: l da cdw 
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Santiago, October 29, 1943. 

Dear Mr. President: 

Senator Cruchaga, former President of the Senate, 
Ambassador to Germany and the United States, frequently 
Minister of Foreign Affaire in the old days, and a 
proven friend of ours at one or two Pan-American confer­
ences where Hull thought him hie best collaborator, ie 
visiting the United States , to accompany another former 
Minister of Foreign Affairs , Jorge Matte, to the Mayo 
Clini c. He 1s one of the two or t hree real statesmen in 
Chile, and a member of the Conservative Party. He has 
been my close friend since I came and is friendly to us; 
and because he is of the conservative element, very 
valuable to us. He has exchanged a letter or so with 
you because he shares your weakness for s tamp collecting. 
When he is in Washington, if humanly possible for you to 
receive him for a few minutes, it would be to our decided 
advant age here . He would probably talk to you about 
stamps and old friends of hie in Washington, and being a 
most tactful and thoughtful man would not expect more 
than ten or fifteen minutes. He will probably hot be 
1n Washi ngton for t wo or three weeks. I have given him 
a letter to Stett1niue and, of course , 1f Hull i s back 
he will want to see him. 

The Fernandez visit to the States, elaborately 
played up from day to day t o t he extent of many columns 
here, has made a profound i mpression and a l l Chileans of 
all parties feel he was treate4 with distinction and that 
hie visit has done much to wipe out old misunderstandings . 
This ie gratifyingly true or the Righteet oppoJ sition also. 
My interviews in the States, also sent back, had a remar&­
able effect here and the papers have r an fulsome editorials 
of praise, giving me credit for making Fernandez' visit a 
suocees and proclaiming me a true and understanding friend 

The Honorable 
Franklin D. Roosevelt , 

The White House, 
Washington, D. C. 

Of 
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ot Chile . I find to my amazement t hat many of the 
Rightest persuasion, while cordial to me, have had 
t he mental reservation that I was working against 
Chile . This all came from the propaganda against me 
ae a "Red", circulated by the Spanish Embassy. Cruohag1 
and Cruz Coke tell me that my interviews have made 
ardent friends of this element, and I see aburtdant 
evidence of it. 

Nothing has delighted me eo much as the reaction 
of the conservative elements here to the outrageous 
proceedi ngs of the Nazi regime in Argentina. Leading 
physicians here, and the medical profession i e or a ver~ 
high order, who had accepted invitations to a Medical 
Congress in Buenos Aires, have canceled their acceptancE 
in protest against the discharge of the professors and 
published t heir letters ; Arturo Alessandri, eon of t he 
former President , and head of the lawyers here, has writ 
t en and published a sharp letter of congratulation s to 
the President of the Argentine University who resigned 
in protest against t he order to dismiss the professors; 
and Juvenal Hernandez, head of the University of Chile, 
strong politically, erstwhil e Minist er of Defense, and s 
favorit e of the Army, also wrote and published hie lett e 
to t he Argentine President of t he Univers i ty, striking 
strongly t he democratic note. And the Rightest papers 
have editorialized in praise of the action of these men . 
Since these are the men who formerly stood ror the 
cultivation of Argentina, I think this important and 
promising. 

I saw Walker and I am writing my ideas for him. 
Will send you a copy when written. I am curious to 
know how we come out with our mutual New York f riend. 
I hope for hie own sake t hat he accept s . 

Warmest regards . 

Sinc~M~ 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

( 

November 8, 1943. 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

THE ACTING SECRETARY OF STATE 

Will you be good enough to 

explain to Senator Cruchaga how 

eorry I &m not t o see him? 

F. D. R. 

' v 

P. S. Pl oaee return &nba3~ador 3o-ero' 
letter t o us . 

T.f't t,r>1' t o thn P,.es i dent , 10 - ?fl -L. '\ , 
r ... ,.,!ll C lo t1 , ,, r. • Boucrs , f. m t 1 ·1 ,., , .,.P 

f' rn" -t-,('"' C~chnr.a_, "'o""17'""' .,...,..rn t l "'nt of' 
th!' '~n.lt" , ,.urbJ.S'~ 1~0 .,. t n '"i""''1•.1D'! t.nrl 
t h 11 U. S . , 'll Si tLlt' t,ltE' U. S . ,~;~'ks if 
~h, ~"'0 i\'Pnt 1i ll s&e t l1e Genatnr . 



--
Santiago, December 21, 1943 . 

Dear Mr. Pres ident: 

I am enclosing a copy or a l etter to Hull. The tiret paragraph you should r ead, it no more. The rest relates to Argentina and t he inevitable etfect ot its prosperity on South American nat i ons that have broken with t he Axis; and to my pos­sibly pess imistic opinion ot the conspiracies being hatched in Buenos Aires and their ult imate etfect on t his continent. The passionately demo­cratic declarations ot the Bolivian r evolutionists recalls the f act that a ll Nazi and Fascist govern­mente start out with similar declarations ot devo­tion to the common man. I seec to r emember t hat tor s ome time after the coup d 'etat i n Buenos Aires many or us thought that this Nazi triumph was a victory tor the United States . 

Congratulat i ons on the historic conference in Persia. And on your s afe return . We were greatly concerned over Churchill's illness, but he appears to be a tough old boy; all or which i mplies t hat t o drink whisky in abundance and smoke cigars incessantly makes for et ernal life. 

Sine~~ 

Enclosure : 
Copy or letter to Secretary Hull, dated December 21, 1943 . 

The Honorable 
Franklin D. Roosevelt , 

The White House 
Washington, b.c. 



Santiago, Decembf!r 21 , 191~3 . 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

The oth~r day Fernande t nent t or me tor the expreee pur­
pole ot r equesting me to inform you and the President perecnally 
that he hall been greatU d18tre11ed and d1egueted by the dtlaye 
in pasting ot ~he Control •eaeure, and t ha t if it ie not en­
acted moat eneed i l 7, he wlll lne1et that President R!oe put all 
t he nation ' s Rio comcitmPn~o ln op~ration regsrdl~se , and 1n 
the event ne r ef uses, Fernando~ Wlll ree tan. He ea1d : ' ! 
pereonalll promlt ed hoth Preaident Roosevelt and s ecretary 
Hull this would be done and I feel that my personal • onor 
demanda t~At my prom1s~s bt csrried out t o t he lPtt er. I w1eh 
rou would beg t hee f or me to wl thold Judgr.tent on Ill!' a very 
ehort time" . Thie wue entirely volunta r y . He sought t he inter­
view and for t~~A ~X?roee purocee . 

, Two days later I was info~e~ tt~t last Sat urday morning 
Fer nandll' z accompanied "t.ht Pres i dent t o t he pree1dent1al reoldenoe 
1n V1na for the ~·eck end, t nkln, ,, l one all th~> flut e. end t he 
comm i tments 1•1th the view t~ working Ol.t thE' plane . I may add 
that my own on1n1on or ~Prnande r. ' s honeety, ~lncsrlty, loyalty 
and di e nity as a r.:an 1:J of the very h1~hPst . 

Th1e corning tht> :")a nero are f1llll'd ~>' i th the dcolarat1one 
of paeeions te l ove of the United St ate s from t he r r volut1onary 
government i n Bolivia . Theee r eek wlth tri butes t o ~ emccracr 
and th~ United Nat1onG . On thP othe~ henG , I have 1t f ro• the 
Bol1v1an Al"basea~or, ""ho, whrn "1n1nt Pl' of Fore1t;n Af faire, lent 
the Oemnn Ambcerador n I~ 1'1'7 U)'On "1a trav!'ls , :hat the 
leaders, and all t hP lrnder e, of th~ revolt are notorioualr 
Na~i or pro-'l~>zl ; ttwt tt.P cl' i rf lrndrr '-"tl& th~> cost 1nt11111!lte 
oo•pan1on of the German Ambassador until expelled ; that Belmonte, 
the f ormer Military At taoh6 tn Berlin , notoriously a rebid Nazi, 
who wrote article s atta~k1ng thr United Sta tes, has been on the 
Argentine border for mont hs ooropi ring , anll that , tn tac t , he 
directed the coup I!' P. t ot . No one I have seen here he ll a ny doubt 
that the conP ~iracy w a& hatched l n t.rgentlna . The brief preu 
r eport f rom Buenos Aires in th1o morning ' s uaper a mer<' ly aaye 
t hat the r Pvolut1on was •a gr ent aurvr1se 1n Argentina• . Mt 
thlnke t hey do ~roteet too much . It i t was e •grea t s urprise• 
in Argentina, lt 11 the onl y oount r1 wh&re t he surprise l e great . 

The Honor able 
Dordell Hu11 , 

Secr t>tary or S t at e, 
l<ll!llh1ngton, D. C. 

~ 
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For what i t IDa)' be worth, I th1nlt you ehould know the feeling beooa1ng general here among Chileans and our triende in the diplomatio oorpe. It ie that Argent i na hae become the Nazi Second or American front; t hat t t ie aggressively working tor t he establishment or governaente 1n South America e1ailar to ite own to be under the directing i nfluence or Buenoe Airee; that it ie making a real iapreaeion on surround­i ng nati one with it e lack ot ecarcit.Y, ite abundanc e or every­thing, it a continuing profitable trade vith England ahd the Unit ed States , and ita r esulting proeperit.Y eurpaee1ng that ot any other South American nat i on . I ltnov t he Argentinian• are ueing thie abundance and pr oeperity ae pr opaganda to percuade t he neighboring nations that they, too, would be proepering had t hey not .Yitlded t o t he pr eaeure of the Yanke ea. 

I ltnow the Chilean Government ie greatly concerned over t he appa rentl.Y oloae relatione or Argentina with Boliv ia and Paraguay, feeli ng that it i e being sur rounded, an~ that the purpoee ie to r oroe Chile into t he anti-desooratic sphere l I t tinde that great and vigorous an~ persi stent econoa1o pr ea­eurt i s being br ought to bear on t he eurrouncHng countr;ee and oitee t he oa ee ot Uruguay where the Ar gentine Charge is sai d to have demanded or the Uruguayan President that he order t he Uruguaran preea to discontinue critioiem ot the Nazi r egime 1n Buenoe Aires, and had his demand accepted. 
I ltnov that both P'ernandta and R!oe t h i nk that t he pur-pose i e to build up an anti-Yankee bloc 1n South America . I think i t unque stionably true thot t he prest i ge ot Ar gentina ha s never been greater 1n South America than t oda.Y• Having, ae ie sai d , defied the Yankeee and "made them l ike it", ita posi t i on a e the "leader of Sout h America agai nst Yankee iaperial­i ea• ie beooaing etronger all t he time . Thie, ot couree, delight e the anti-United States element wh i ch etill exiete to eoae ex-tent all over the continent. 

Ar mour writee me that the Paraguayan P'oreign Mi nister Yhen i n Buenoe Airee t old hi• t hat t he econca1o preeaure or lrg.ntlna on Paragua1 ie almoet irreeietible. I have alway• thought that by econoaio preeeure the United 8tatee and Britain could et agger the Nati regime. Thi s ~· the common comment ae I hear lt. I have heard it from rernandez. 
But all t he econoaic preeeure on eurrounding natione comee !rom Argent ina. We have an embarre eeing situat i on here to illuetrate it. Chile neede a great many boreee t or agri­qultural purpoeee and it vaa propoeed to make the purohaee in ~entina. But it appear• that Ar gent1na w111 eell the horaee but onlr on oondit 1on that the.Y are pa1d t or with 5,000 t one ot copper beyond t he 18,000 t one we allow tor exportation. It ia olai•ed that t he copper ia tor the Argentine army. Ky 

1nto~t1on 



-3-

1ntoraation is t hat t he Army does not need the copoer, t hat i t has an abundanc e. Knowing our pol icy in r egard t o cop­per, it l ooks &e though t he Ar gentine Gove rnment deliberately assume s t his position to embnr rnse us ; and, in t he evont we will not authori ze t ho purchase under these condi tions , it will be s a i d that Chilean asrioultur e is suf fering because or the United States. 

At l uncheon a t t he Brazilian Embassy yesterday, t he Brazi lian Ambnsaador to the Uni t ed Stat es , who oa.me th rough Buenos Aires , sai d t ha t when he was t here he was t ol d t hat a ship l oaded down with merchandise f rom the United St a tal, i ncludi ng st eel, had Just ar r ived . Si nce we f ind 1t al most impos s i ble to get steel here , I suooect he may have boen mis­i nf ormed. But t his il l ustrates t he gener al fe elln~ of what 1s going on. 
, 

rernande~ tel l s me t hat h1s informat ion is that the poattion ot the Government in Peru i o precarious and that a mili tary coup d ' etat t here i s ~ot improbable . He says t hat amy otficel's from most of t he countries surrounding Argent i na have be~n ~aking vi sits to Buenos Aires and he thinks these go for inspiration and direction. His view may be unduly pes s imistic , but t here is no doub t t hat he feels ~hat way . 

I have wr itten at some length because I am firmly con­vinc ed that i f t he war ends with the pr esent r egi me 1n power i n Argentina , and with great deaande t or Ar gentine produc t s 1n t he i mmediate postwar peri od making f or unusual prosperity t her e, wh1le the surrou.nd1ng nations will be 1truggl1ng wi th t he postwar depress i on, the preeminence of Argent ina in Sout h America wi l l be established in t ue popular mind, and the pr estige or t he United States will diminish accor di ngly. 
Dr. ~in, to whom you addressed your not e ot thank•, was delighted . He asked per•iss1on t o show i t to h1s GoTer n­ment and, of course , I told ht. t o do so by all means . It hae s1noe been published i n t he papers here . 
Warmest r egar ds . 

Sincer el y, 
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