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Santiago, January 6, 1944,

Dear Mr. President:

I enclose herewlth a copy of a letter
to Hull on a subject on which I feel very
strongly, along with the whole of my staff.
It may be you have not seen my telegram of
yesterday. At any rate, I think you may be
interested.

Warmest regards.

S8incerely,

Mﬁm

Enclosure:
Letter, as stated.

The Honorable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.

+S.51ince writing the above have just seen telegram Irom Dawson saying some re-
gentment in Uruguay because of our speclelly goed treatment of argentine resulting in

1

ar Meigel snd Father Charles,ths famous

4

prosperity there. Today at mpon had Fath

Nelgian priest both of whom are doing great work for us here and both wolunteered
the opinion that it is a grave mistake to "appeuse Agentine”. Incildentelly both said
our worst enemy in South amsrica 1s the present Spanish regime which is -u:}in-
profge . No one I know can underatand how it 1s so important to us to rmintain 3

'_JH.'_JEI" surplieggp in Agenting ,our open sneny at the expense of Chile ,our 41101_1&,
which asks but 300 more tons out of the thousandswe give Argenting. If we shift the
200 Chile will st1ll have less than e thousand and argentina still have between
four and five thousand.



Santlage, January 6, 1944,
Dear Mr. Secretary:

I hope you have seen the telegram I sent yesterday re-
garding the maes publiclty from the United States given to
storles published here that we are about to make reductions
in our purchases of strateglc war materlal and to reduce the
price of what we do purchase., The effect here has been most
distressing and, as I think, along with all members of my
staff, and all American business men here with whom I have
talked, most dangerous. In this conneotion I hope you will
read the telegram no, 12, January 3, 1944, 10 p.m., prepared
by the Economic Counselor, who is not a i-ntiltntliilt. The
general effect of all thies publicity has been to re-awaken
the fear so much insieted upon by our enemies that the Good
Neighbor Policy is entirely a matter of momentary conven-
lence and that we really are not in the least concerned with
the welfare of Chile or South American countries; that the
moment the immedlate necessities are satisfied we will drop
them all 1ike hot potatoes. These stories of not only great
reductions in the amount purchased, but of the price also, ha
been seized upon by our enemies and used by the pro-Argentina
in connectlion with the Bolivian situation. But most alarming
to me, 18 the fact that not a few among the strongest and
most iornl supporters we have had during the last two years
are alarmed and inclined to question the slncerity of our
pretensions.

Coming so suddenly, the twe things together, and played
up 8o consplouously, almost flambouyantly in articles from
the United States, this would be bad at any time. But of
all times lllginlsll, I can think of no time so bad as now
and for the following reasons:

(1) I, personally, am absolutely certain that the
Argentine set-up and the part the Argentine has played
in the Bolivian Nazl coup, is the first step in a well
thought out and financed plan to break up continental
solldarity, and to create a bloo in South America hostile
to us and under the leadership of Argentina.

(2) The two countries that Argentina has tried the
hardest to align with her are Chile and Brazil; and in the
case of Chile, this attempt is dangerous, since she has a

long
The Honorable
Cordell Hull,

g H A T
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long, common boundary with Argentina, with some boundary
disputes; she has important commeroial conneotions with
Argentina that ocannot be lxghtlr disregarded; and the
large German element here, directed from Argentina, is
moet active in trying to stir up trouble agalnst the
present democratic regime here.

(3) Despite all this, Chile hae stood like a stone
wall, not only stood hlrl-ir, but Fe dez has worked
day and night on the Ambassadore of all American natlons
and through his Ambassadors in all these nations, to hold
them together against the conspiracy. And in this he has
had the absolute support, thus far, of President Rios.
Chile took her stand long before the Montevideo Committee
made its recommendation and in abeolute accord with that
recommendation. In fact he acted, as you may remember,
precisely as we wighed before our wish was conveyed to
him. I know this to be true since I have seen his instruc-
tions to hie diplomatic misesions. And in all this he has
taken his stand four-square with the United States. He
asked me ' to say to you and Presldent Roosevelt long ago
that he would act in absolute conformity with us. He has
beyond the shadow of a doubt.

And because of that, our enemies have attacked him.

Just now he and the President and Chile are entitled to
every conesideration from us. It seems most unfortunate

to me that in the very midet of thle orisis involving, as
I think, the future influence of the United States, we
should throw into the lap of our enemies, and theirs, the
most damaging material for anti-American propaganda. This
gertainly 1s not the time.

I called in all our economic people of the Embassy

and we discusesed the sltuation and we %E% all agreed, toO
s 18 not the

a man, and very strongl reed, that

moment to begin & pInnEing of this country. We feel there
should be a eix months continuance of present prices for
one thing. By reducing prices, we save but $200,000, and
that, in these days, and with so much involved, seems in-
consequential. I have no doubt that the Axls, active
through Argentina, will spend far more in an effort to

get Chile.

The press here is becoming bitter over its inablility
to get an inorease of as little as three hundred tons of
newsprint a month in view of the enormously greater amount
sent to Argentina. I must confess my lnability to under-
stand, in view of Chile's attitude toward us, and Argentina's,

why
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why 300 tons cannot be taken from the thousands of tons
sent to the Argentine, Yesterday this was discussed in
the Senate, emphasis put on the fact that pro-Axis
Argentina, maintalning relatlions with the Axis, faree
far better. But I have previously made my faeiing about
this clear. Everyone here knows about the enormous Alf-
ference in amounte sent to the two countries. It 1s not
easy to explain away here.

But, to put it all in a nut-shell, Chile is the
soundest, most instinotive demooracy in South America;
we are fighting a war for the preservation of democracy;

and I feel that Chile has proven her fidelity to us.
This, I think, is paramount.

Sincerely yours,
CLAUDE G. BOWERS
CGB/es
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Jaousry 12, 1944

Dear Claude:

I appreciate your sending me a copy of your
letter to Secretary Hull about the Bolivian situa-
tion, I have read it with the greatest interest,
Please tell Fernéndez that I--that 211 of us here
in Washington--admire the courage with which he has
faced the present crisis., Also tell him that Chile
can c¢count upon our support 1in 1tas stand against out-
side intrigue.

With werm personal regards,

Sincerely yours,

hda LI H- Huum

The Honorable
Claude G. Bowers,
American Ambassador,
Santiago.



Santlago, December 28, 1943,

Dear Mr. President:

I am enclosing a copy of a letter to Hull., I
think the Bolivlan affalr 1s a first step in a deter-
mined attempt, well thought out and organized in
Argentina under the direction of Nazi agentes there, to
emagh the policy of continental solidarity and to create
a pro-Nazl bloc against democracy in general and against
the United States in particular. I hope that the hoary
Nazl policy of promising everything to get in and cyni-
cally Jeering at the promise when in, will not meke any
impression in Washington. To wipe out Faeciem in Europe
and have 1t established at our back door, 1s hardly what
we want.

Incidentally, you may be interested, as I am,
in the fact that durling the week the British Ambassador
has manifested no interest and has not seen me. I do
not care for that spirit. Of course the British Ambas-
sador here 1s a weakling and afraid to express an opinion
about the weather without specific inetructions from

L‘Dnﬂ on. M’.

Which reminds me of/an observation of Jefferson
on hie colleagues when he /was in Paris. He sald they
all had "padlocks" on them"when the trunk is opened it
l1e usually found to be empty".

Sincerely,

Lo florIts

Enclosure:
Letter, as stated.

The Honorable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House,
Washington,D.C,



Santlego, December 28, 1943,

Dear Mr. Secretary!

That the inspiration and direction of the Bolivian Nazi
coup came from Argentina i1s now too olearly demonstrated in
the lnvestigations of our various miselons in South America.
That the coup in La Paz was tried to test the spirit of the
United States, and the other South American nations, ie quite
as olear to me. I have no doubt whatever that the crowning
of the Nazl coup in La Paz with success, following that in
Argentina, would be an invitation and an inoitation to the
pro-Nazi, anti-American elements in the armies of various South
American countries, and that the ultimate result would be the
ereation of an unti-kuuriﬂnn bloc under the direction of
nrgantinn. In brief I think, and have no doubt, that this 1is
orucial.

Hothing has delighted me more than the attitude of the
Government and press people in Chile. As you know from
the telegrams, Chile has determined to go with us. I see
Fernander dally. He came to my house with all his telegrams
for an hour and a half on Christmas and I was at his for that
length of time on Sunday, the next day and yesterday I sew him
twice. He gsent for me at & in the evening after I had been
with him an hour at noon to show me the telegram from his Ambas-
gador in Argentina concerning the approach to him of the
Lrgantin! Government on the matter of the recognition of the
Bolivian regime. The reply of his Ambassador was in accord
with instructions from Ferndndez. I note that the Brazilian
Ambassador in Buenos Alires, also approached, telegraphed Rlo
for instructions., The Chilean Ambassador had hie instructions

before.

I have gometimes thought 1t unfortunate that Chile's
relations with Argentina are not better understood by Washington
or by some in Washington. Chile has a real problem there, A
long common frontier with some boundary quuuom a big and
powerful neighbor with a disposition to bully; real need
for a degree of economle collaboration - all n%t necessary
when at all possible to at least pretend to a oo feeling

of
The Honorable
Cordell Hull,
Seoretary of State,
Washington, D.C.
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of friendship. Thles has been too generally interpreted as
an indication that Chlile shares the views of Argentina.

Fe ez and some of his predeceseore have often spoken
to me in confidence of the embarrassing nature of Chile's
position and of thelr reallzation that the little gestures
are open to mleinterpretation. I have passed all thies on
to the Department.

But in this Bolivian orieis, Chile has taken a strong
stand with ue and against Argentina and if that does not
count with us, nothing can.

I wish I could make it clear that Chile 1s the
soundest,most instinoctlive democracy in South America, with
1nlt1tutinnl strikingly similar to our own, and with the
mags of the people as passionately devoted to the democratic
ldeology as our own. For that reason, she 18 a sore thumb
to all the dietatorial regimes, and particularly to Argentina
with its Nazi, Fascist and Phniangist views. It 18 a con-
stant rebuke to certain other nations that would like to see
a dletatorship here as a Justiflication of their own. That puts
Chile in the most dangerous position of all - even Uruguay,
which 1s in danger because right up against Argentina.

I have Just read Butler's observations about Chile -
the most fantastlie thing I have ever read. He refera to
Chile as a dictatorshipl Good Godl He has the democratic
center in the South, about Valdivia, which is the German and
pro=Nazl seotion. ﬁa speaks of a "revolutionary epirit", due
to the "dictatorship" in Santlago, and the resentment of the
demoeratic Nazl element in the South, and says we are hated
because we support the "dictatorship", HReally, Mr. Seoretary,
gome Senator who can talk ht to be furnishaﬁ with the faocts
here so he can tear the shirt off Butler and make him ridiculous.
If you think Connally or MoKellar should have the facts, I am
willing to write them, but not without authorization from you.
After all, you have tﬁe faote in Washington.

Butler's campalgn 1s most dangerous. Hie interview on
Bolivia sounds like lonnthlnﬁ of the 1880's. Just another
South American revolution! othing wrong about that! It is
their own businessl God, that sort of stuff sent by our
prese assoclations to South America makes Butler scarcely less
than a Nazl propagandist.

You may be interested to know that Ferndndez has a real
affection, aside from admiration, for you and the President and
he speaks of you both to Chileans in terms of the highest pralse
and almost wlth emotion of the kind things you said to him. I
am convinced that his instructions to his Ambassadors in America

are
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are stronger than those of any other Forelgn Minister. All
hls Ambassadors instructions from the g?r:t to inform

the Governmente to which they were accredited that Chile

would go with us. Thus, when yesterday the emissary of Gllbert
saw the Chilean Ambassador in Buenos Alres about recognition,
the Ambassador did not have to await instructions. He had

them before and acted upon them inetantly.

Warmeset regards,

Sincerely,

CLAUDE G. BOWERS



B DFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO

THE SECRETARY OF STATE

WARHI NI TON, B, .

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

January 12, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

In accordance with your request, there la
submitted herewith a draft of letter in reasponse

to that of December 28, 1943 wriltten you by
Ambassador Bowera,

i

Enclosures

l, 'rom Ambassador Eowers,

December 28, 1943, with
enclosure.

2., To Ambassador EBowers,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 06, 1Y44.

UPSORANDUM FOh
THE SECRETARY OF 8TaTks

FOR PREPARATIUN OF HEPLY
FOR &Y OIGNATURL.

FiL'-hi

Letter to the President, 12-28-47, from
Hon. Claude G. Bowers, Santiago, enclosine
copy of his letter, of same date, to Secy.
Hull, re the Bolivian affair.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 19, 1944.

MEMORANDUM FOR

FOR PRUPARATION OF nLPLY

FOR MY SLUNALURE.
F- D- HI

Letter addressed to the
President from Ambassador Bowers,
dated Jan. 7, 1944, enclosing copy
of a telegram which the latter sent
to the Secretary of State, etc.,
re termination of copper agreement
with Chile, and asking for authori-
zation to inform the Foreign Minister
about the woodpulp quotas.
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Dear Cloude:

1 have reoslved your letter of Januwary 7,

1964, enclosing a copy of 8 telegram to the
:-mr{ of Btate eonceralnsz the projyosed

ernisetion of the coljper coutrol agreement,
The situatica is, as you s Gelicate, partieu-
larly in view of the jresent .rgentine snd
foliviean politiecal situations, It le, however,
important that the copper agreement bve tarminated
if possible or at leust be rendered lasperative
insofer as are concerced those othor .nesriean
republics which have either droken relations
with or declared war om the
to the possibility of .rgentine pressure on
€hile to furnish eopper, Vere sach country to
yield whea there is a risk of specifie differsnce
with irgentias, uaity of purpose or setionm would
be rendered most difficult, I am sure that an
acce formmla to adjust this matter can be
T and an relyiag on you ia this,

Very sincerely youwrs,

FRANKLIN Do ROOSEVIRy

e InT't. Bowersy

Amerioan
Seatiego, Chile,.



Santiago, January 7, 1944,

Dear Mr. President:

I am enclosing for your information a copy
of a telegram sent the Department today. It is
terribly disheartening at a time when we have
aligned Chile with us to the full in the vital
matter of the Bolivian Junta, to have these new
plane to reduce everything , purchases and prices,
to the serious immediate disadvantage of Chile
thrown in our laps. On the matter of wood pulp,
we all feel very strongly. I, personally, can-
not yet understand why it is impossible to give
Chile 300 more tone of neweprint greatly needed,
by taking that meager amount from Argentina, our
enemy, openly now our enemy, organlzing or trying
Lo organize an anti-United States bloc in South
Amerlca. It would still leave Argentina with
five or six thousand tons a month as agalnst R&0
tons a month for this outstanding democratic
country. The press is now attacking on that score
and this week 1t was the sublect of discussion in
the House of Deputies. It is dangerous, and very
hard to understand. This view is warmly shared by
every single member of my staff.

S8incerely, E
Enclosure:

Copy of telegram, as stated.

The Honorable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House,
Washington,D.C.



NRCIASSIFTFD,
TELEGRAM

- Published in its entirety in

SecState, Foreign Relsatinns of the United States 15Ly
Aol
Washington, D, C, Vol. 7 -
US URGENT, Pape(s) 7/¢—7/3

Confidential for Hull,

I have given considerable thought to your 11 January
4, 6 p.m, and am convinced in my own mind that it is not
opportune for me to bring up in a direct manner with the
Minister of Foreign Affairs the matter of the termination
of the copper agreement, especially on top of the bombshell
which we exploded in preliminary mention of price reduc-
tions under the overall agreement for the purchase of certain
minerals from the small mining industry. ©See my 21 January
L, 6 p.m, and 39, January 7, 4 p.m, in this connection.

This telegram strictly confidentlial,

I prefer to bring up this matter with the Foreign
Minister at a time when I can convey some good news to him
and T most earnestly recommend that I be authorized to
inform him that we have fixed the woodpulp quotas for the
second and remaining quarters of this year at LOOO tons per
quarter. The technical details of the Chilean woodpulp
requirements have been exhaustively reported by the Imbassy.
The Department ls aware of the vast saving to the newsprint
production industry of the United States which will result
from sending chemical woodpulp to Chile where it can be

mixed with Chilean mechanical woodpulp in the ratio of
about
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about one part US woodpulp to seven parts Chilean woodpulp
for the production of newsprint. Moreover, it will aid

in maintaining existing Chilean industries and therefore

be consistent with our poliey of developing in Chile copper
and other industries which depend largely for thelr raw
material on Chilean resources, The matter of the failure
of the United Stetes to supply Chile with suf ficlent wood
pulp while Argentina is able to obtaln supplies from

Europe as well as the United States because she did not
break relations with the Axis has caused comment here which
has even reached the floor of the House of Deputies, I
must ask therefore that the Department and the other
concerned agencies of the Government augment without delay
the woodpulp quotas for Chile,

The Minister for Forelign Affeirs has inquired about
the Department's resolution in regard to the exchange of
Chilean copper for Argentine mares. He states that he would
not admit of pressure from Argentina, thet the mares are
desired for agricultural purposes especially because of
the limited gasoline supplies made available to Chile, and
that this is purely a Chilean request. He was apprised
that the Argentine army customarily has its military needs
for copper menufactures handled by a Proclaimed List firm
(Sema ) and that it 1s thought the Argentine army pays the
firm in copper. It is believed thet he would like a
favorable reply evaen though 1t pleaced the exchange on a

restricted monthly basis, but in any case he wishes an
early
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early reply. I am convinced of the good faith of
Fernandez and do not think he would make this request
unless it really meant something to him and the administrea-
tion. If at all possible, I would suggest that I be
authorized to inform him of some concessions in this
matter, but I do not insist, I do, however, feel that I
must insist in the increased woodpulp quotas,

The Department will realize that the Chileen plcture
1s spotted and that a real danger exists here of a military
coup because of constant conspiratorial activity of Axis
through Argentina. The Government is doing everything in
its power to prevent 1t and has so far succeeded but T
consider the situation is still delicate and we must not

repeat not do anything which can be used by our enemles to

aggravate it., Ecomomie ecurtallments strike everyone down

the line from the Government and the capitalist to the
laborers and we must make them with the greatest perspicacity
to avoid injuring our own best interests and postwar trade.

For example, i1t has been rumored here recently that the

State Railways, unable to obtain loans in the United States

to cover purchases of needed equipment, have turned to
Great Britain and are now negotieting a barter agreement
involving an exchange of nitrate for railway equipment. In

this connection, the Nitrate Sales Corporation here feels

that it obtained from the State Department what amounted

to a veritable promise that nitrate above the 700,000 tons

would be purchased by the United States, Consideration

nitrate 1f the
Ch

might be given to the purchase of additional P
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Chilean State Railways will purchase in the United States
a substantially corresponding velue of rallway equipment.
T am aware that we do not like arrangements which smack of
barter although there is a certain similarity to barter in
lend-lease and reverse lend-lease, The Chileans are
essential 1y traders and we must keep that point in mind in
our dealings with them and 1t is well to have in hand a
quid pro quo even if it 1s not vresented as such in
effecting a transaction,

Tn conclusion, I entreat that my views be given the
utmost possible eonsideration consistent with the prosecution
of the war, I ask promrt upward revision of woodpulp
quotas, authority to revise the overall agreement for
minerals along the lines of my 21 and my 39, and in
general consideration of the Chilean scene as 2 whole and
not plecemeal., I am doing my best to further the advance-
ment of the good neighbor policy on a firm foundation of
mutual trust and mutual advantage, Great strides were
made during the past year but 1t would be easy to lose
ground through {11-timed action or action which the Chileans
could feal inconsiderate, We must not glve our enemies the

opportunity to refer to us as "Falr weather friends".

BOWERS
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

In sccordance with your request, there ls sub-
mitted herewith a draft of letter in response to

that of January 7, 1944, written you by Ambassador

Eowera,

Enclosures:
1., From Ambassador Dowers,
January 7, 1944, wlth
enclosure.

2, To Ambassador Bowers,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOM

February 9, 1944,

MEMOHANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE:

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY
FOR MY SIGNATURE,

F.,D.R,
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Dear Cleude:

T sppreciate your kindness in sending
me & eopy of your telegram no, 208 of
February 1, 1944 to ¥r, Hull eoncerning
the ecurrent policy towsrd Zpain, /a3 alwaye,
I find your views of interest.

Sineerely yours,

I'he Honoreble
Claude O, Bowers,
itmeriean /mbassador,
santisgo.

-



Santizgo,February I,I044

Dear lir President:-
I enclose & copy of a telegram

I em sending Sseretary Mull. It strikes me that the
exclusion of this particular demend is not to our
advantage. I was right in my reports from IS37 on ’
regarding the plen to use the Spanish facists
against us in South Amsrica ,as has been shomn
full measure,unning over.

Warmest regmrds,

Sincerely,

s
Ton.Franklin D,Roosevelt f;{zg’% ‘yf dﬁ”fﬁf"‘( 7

The White House.



DECLASSIFIED

State Dopt. Letter, -1

Paraphrase of a telegram sent to the Depertment:

208, FTebruary 1, 2 p.m,

e oo,

I note, In the press despatches treating of the
demands being made on Franco, the absence of that one
which most affects us, namely, that he cease using
Spanish diplomatic missions in lLatin Ameriea in such
8 manner as to serve the Axis and create prejudices
against the United States, I am sure that witler and
Mussolini were motivated in their support of 9fnnco
in the Spanish war by the theory that Spain has great
influence in South Ameriea and could thereb~ be usad
in spreadinz totalitarian ideas and in striking at us.
The organization of a Pascist group of South Ameri-
cans in Spain having as its purpose the spreading of
FPascist doetrines on this continent was reported by
me as early as 1937, as were the artioles and commen-
datory editorimsls of the Franco press., Since the war
began this haa abundantly been borne out., It may be
the demand on Franco to end this sort of thing will
be included in the demands being made, but if it is
not, I suggest its lnolusion =3 being of the greatest
concern to us,

BOWERS
£oB:1da



DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

uary 11, 1944
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

With reference to your memorandum of February 9,
1944 enclosing a letter from Ambassador Bowers relative
to the Spanish sltuation, there 1s attached a suggested

reply, for your signature if you approve. /-}
.-'.l P

Enclosuresi I
A=
l, Letter from Ambas
Bowers, dated Feb-
ruary 1, 1944.

2. Buggested reply to_
Ambassador Bowers,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 17, 1944.

HEMOrArDUg FUn
lok bbCnbian OF Sisil:

FOR PREPARKIIUN QF EEPLY FOR
ﬁ SIUNALULIL,

Fo.l.Ha

Letter from ton. Clande G. Bowers, Santisgo,
Chile, "f"_”x’, to the President, enclosing copy
_of his telegram to M State Lept, in re

4r, Ternandez, the Chilean Foreirn Minister, etec,



e -.,. : WW&MMJ 3
£ s ocp chle 2z 2

rd"r'llJ .r'!n’i/

Barch 24, 1944
My dear Claude!

I have recelved your letter of March 8, 1944
and have noted your feelings in regard to Fernandes,
1 sust say he made a favorable impression on ae
when he was here last sutusn. You will sdmit, how-
ever, that his recent decision in regard to tina,

is concerned, I gather from your letter and oabled

reports that no one realizes this at present more
than he and that he is snxious to make amends. Of
sourse it 1s never too late to do that. I am inolined

to agree with you that little would be gained by his
being foroed out., That, however, would appear to be
a guestion that only the Chilesns themsslves oan

I appreciate your suggestion about the Good
Nelghbor polioy and shall bear 1% in sind. Wwhile
1t may be desirable to 1lmit the .hrase %o this
hemisphere, there seems no questlon of the advisa-
pility of extending the primeiple to the other,

¥ith kindeat personal regerds, I am
Very sincerely yours,

BBAMKLIN B, RoOSEVELY

The Honorsble
Claude G. Bovers
American l“lllﬂ.l',
Sentiago.
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S8antiago, March &, 19ulL,

Dear Mr. President:

I am enclosing copy of a telegram sent to the De-
partment. I have seen five or six Fnraign Ministers
since I came to Chile. Not one has had the ability,
the international comprehension, the training, or the
8pirlt of frlendly cooperation with us that Fernéndecz
has shown since he engineered the rupture. He has
made a mistake, but one mlstake,in view of the record
before hle time, 18 not vital. It should be sheer
tragedy were he forced out by the very belated ardor
of the Radlcal Party to make way for one of their poli-
ticlans. Almoet every crisie since I have been here has
been forced by the Radical Party, though the President
has been a Radical, and in not one instance has there
been anything to explain the erieis but patronage. The
Radlcal Party ie the Tammany Hall of Chile., In the fight
for rupture, our greatest obstacle for a long time and
until the very end, was the Radlcal Party. Should Ferndndez
be forced out on the ground that we do not want him, the
President would be called on to name a Radical. I can-
not think of one qualified by experience, knowledge, or
friendship for us.

May I be permitted the temerity to suggest that
the extension of the Good Neighbor Policy to the whole
world will not set well in South America? The Good
Nelghbor Policy implied a speclal interest of ours in
the Amerlicas. With the extension, it ceases to have any
speclal significance for this continent. Cannot some
other ghrase be coined for the extension, leaving the Good
Nelghbor Policy what 1t has been all along? I think this
ig an especlally bad time to indicate any lessening of
our speclal interest in South America. The British are
working incessantly and with plenty of money to build up
British post war trade on this continent. With an
intensification of thelr activitiee and the lessening of
ours, 1 am afraid of the effeot.

Warmest regarde, g
incerely,
. re e L
The President %ﬂ(!’# ‘./’Aﬁf L5
The Wnite nouse
Washington, D.C.
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Yesterday afternoon Pablo Ramirerz came to me from Ferndndez

asking if I would see the latter at hle houee in the evening. The
Minleter looked very tired and discouraged but impressed me, as
always, as frank and sincere in what he sald. He gaid he had con-
gldered the provislonal recognition of Argentine Junta as routine
and that the provision that Argentlna carry out all its obliga-
tlone as promleed under the Rlo agreement as constituting & warn-
ing to Farrell, ae furnishing a club through which Chile can be

of service 1n forecing him to keep hie word, and also a way out
ghould he fall. Mistaken though I think he was, I am positive

of hie eincerity. When I suggested that he may have feared the
poeeible drawing together of Bolivia and Argentina constituting

a grave threat to Chile, he said that while there was that danger
thies did not motivate hie act. I have the dlstinet impression that
he wae the victim of bad advicee from Conrado Rioce and Felix Nieto.

He protested almoet pathetleally his complete sympathy
with the United Statee and hls ambitlon to work with us; hie
admiration for Roosevelt and his affection for Hull; and urged
that we use Chile as & club on Argentina. He sald and proposed
certain things.

(1) He sald he had already told the Argentine Ambassador
that it ie imperatlive that a clvillan known to be strongly
democratic and wholly satisfactory to the Unlted States and
United Natione be named Minister of Forelgn Affairs, and that
etepe muet be taken immedlately to discharge the obligations of

continental defense under the Rlo agreements.
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(2) He suggested that Armour come here osteneibly for a
rest to tell him personally and secretly how Chile could moet ef=
fectively cooperate with him. Thie implied distrust of his Ambas-
sador. Pablo Ramirez, who was present, here interjected the
remark that the Ambaseador doee not have the confidence of the
United Natione and should be recalled.

(3) He asked our opinion on the wiedom of calling a meet-
ing of American Foreign Minieters with some advance notice, to
check up on what the country of each has done toward carrying
out the Rio agreemente; commenting that thie would put each
country on its mettle and result in more being done than has been,
and implied it would be helpful to him.

(4) He sald he has not sent any inetructions to his
Amerlcan misslons to carry on a campalgn to persuade any to ac-
cord recognition to Farrell.

After this conversation I am convinced thst he was not
rotlvated by resentment and certeinly not ty any corecloue op-
position to us. He made a blunder, his first, very simlilar but
not quite eo polnted ae that of Aranha in ordering his Ambassador
to lgnore the agreement and "go immediately and recognize Ramirez",
which was the first break in continental solidarity.

The incident has its advantages. It 1s intensifying the
dlsposition to force into operation: the Rio agreements, economically
and politically. The Government is now acting vigorously on the
epy casee. Yesterday, President Rioe summoned the Chief Justice
and asked him to put some iron into the Judge acting in the cases,
and warned him that any spy released by the court will be immediately
rearrested on hie personal oraer and responsibility.

The situation developing from the incident, resulting in
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/ opposition, calls for this observation: I am not impressed but

rather depressed by the sudden ardor of the Radical party which
for two years has been our constant etumbling block. It is
interested primarily in the Jobs. It would like to have Fernandez
out, that one of ite politiclans may be put in. It has no one
whose friendship for ue, whose disposition to cooperation, whose
acmprehension of the world situation, remotely approaches that of
Ferndndez who engineered the rupture and for more than a year has
gooperated vigorously with us. If there have been delays, it has
not been due to him since he has persistently pressed for actlon
that we want. I am convlnnaﬁ that the recall of Conrado Rios would
greatly slmplify our problems in Argentina, and with attacks being
made upon him here, I am wondering if 1t could be intimated to
Michels that we have no confidence in-hie friendship for us.
Certainly it will not be to our adfantaga to have Fernandez
sacrificed.

Repeated to Buenos Alres,

BOWERS
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ppoRESS DFFICIAL EOMMUNMICATIENS T
THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WABHINETON, O, €.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

March 24, 1944
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

CHILEAN RECOGNITION OF THE FARRELL
REGIME IN ARGENTINA

There 18 attached for signature a reply to
Ambegsador Bowere at Santiago, answering his letter

of March 8 to the President.

&

Enclosures:

1, From Ambassador Bowers,
March 8, 1944,

2. Copy of telegram from
Santlago.

3, From The White House,
March 17, 1944,

4, To Ambassador Bowers,

BUY

STATER
FEEat |-
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUN FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE:

¥Vhat are we going to do next
to call Henry luce %o account? We
seenm to have to do it about onece a

month!
F.D.R,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Mareh 30, 1944.

HEMCRANDUM FOR
THI SECAETARY! OF STATE

FOR PRUPARATION OF REPLY

FOR MY SIGNATURE.
Ft Dc R-

Letter from Hon. Claude G. Rower«, Santiurfo,
Chile, 3/74///, to the Pre=iaent, in re vicious
attack made on Mr. Bowers in ""ime" macazine.
incloses conies of telerrams sent to Time
Magazine protesting tne attack by American
vhamber Commerce in Chile, Chile-american
hsgociction, John Vi. White and bv H.R, Grenam,
and others,
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
PRIVATE AND

April 1, 1944.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

Please prepare reply and
also speak to me :about this letter

from Claude Boviers.

Letter addaressed to the
TN - — = " ~ T 7% ) i) 1 {
PT’ Sident agated Larchn .l:"_.'n...f_, _L"‘}J.‘f.f.

DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Arcaivist of the Uu.s.

By W. J. Stewart Dateceq 4.1G7)



GFFICIAL Coid b UMNIC A TEONE T
THE SECRETARY OF BTATE
AR METOMN, B .

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

April %7, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

IIME ARTICLE CONCERNING AMBASSADOR BOWERS

There 1g attached for signature a reply to

Ambassador Bowers at Santlago, answering his letter

of March 24 to the President.

Enclosures:

1.

-

~h O & A 0

From Ambassador Bowers,

March 24, 1944,

Copy of telegram to Time, Inec.

from Amerlcan Chamber Commerce in Chile.
Copy of telegram to Time Magazine
from Chile-Amerlican Assoclation,
Copy of telegram to Time Magazine
from John W. White.

Copy of telegram to Time Magazine
from American businessmen in Chile.
From The White House, March 30, 1944
To Ambassador Bowers.



Uear Claude:

- I have reselved your letter of March 24
eoneerning the article of ¥arch 20, The methed
edopted by Time in this esse is not new and the
Jtate Department hae smade 1%t very clear to the
vashington representsative of Shat tine how we
feel about 1t, but as you know ap well ae anybedy
else, it 1s not eas)y te prevent thess things and at
the saue tlue enjcy & fres preas. . :

I have noted with intercat the tel
enclosed with your letter, This indicatlon of real
frisndship and respeet by so many of your friends and
countrysen should give you real satisfaoction.

#“ith good wvishes, 1 am

Slneceresly yours,

The Honerabtle
Cleaude G. Bovers,
American Ambassador,
dantinsgo.
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THE WHITE HOUBE
Waehington

March 30, 1944.

MEMORANDUM FCR
THE SECRETARY OF S8TATE

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY FOR

MY BIGNATURE,

F.D.R.
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Embasay of the
United States of America

Santiago, March 24, 1944,

Dear Mr, Presldent!

In view of the lying and viocious attack on
me in Time, and the sllence of the State Depart-
ment, imposed by dignity, I am proud to enclose
herewith coples of telegrams of protest spontane-
ously sent that socurrilous, Loose magazine by the
American Chamber of Commerce in Chile, the Chile-
Ameriocan Soclety, and twenty-two of the leading
Americans here, executives of American interests.
I have notee from colleagues expreseing thelr
"dipgust", and I am sorry to say the Canadian
phraged 1t "my dleguset with the peculiar methods
of some of your periodicals". John White also
telegraphed a denunciation to the New -

. Baltimore Sun and Philadelphia .

Binoerely,

CLAUDE G, BOWERS

Enclosures!
Coples of telegrams,
ae stated.

The Honorable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House
Waehington, fl.ﬂ.



(TRUE COPY - es)

Time, Ine.,
330 East 22 Street,

Chicago, Ill.

Your untimely reference Ambassador Bowers
issue March 20th represents underhand mie-
information coneidered by us harmful to our
country's best interests during period when
all of ue are endeavoring further hemisphere
solidarity under capable leadership our well

placed Ambassador.

American Chamber Commerce in Chile
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(TRUE COPY - es)

TIME MAGAZINE

TIME & LIFE BUILDING
ROCKEFELLER CENTER
NEW YORK, N.Y.

The Chile-Ameriocan Asscclation of Santlago
Chile energetically protests the publication
in the issue of Time of March 20th, 1944, at-
tacking the Ambassador of the United 3tates,
the Honorable Claude G, Bowers. The article
1g not only inaccurate, unjuet and unpatriotic
but legsens the confidence a magazine such as
Time should merit.

Chile-Ameriocan Assoclation
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g t1A T0: HERALD TRIBUNE - NEW YORK
SUN _ BALTIMORE
RECORD ~ PHILADELPHIA

(TRUE COPY - es)

FYI TIME MAGAZINE ATTACK BOWERS AUGUST TWENTIETH ISSUE
COMPLETELY FALSE UNWARRANTED HE WAS CONSTANT DIRECT
TELEPHONIC COMMUNICATION WASHINGTON FROM LOCALITY HIS
FIRST REST MOREN YEAR ADDITION EMBASSYS DAILY COM-
MUNICATION WASHINGTON STOP CHILES REASONS BREAK S0
WEIGHTY WOULDNT BEEN ALTERED IF BOWERS HAD CAMPED
FORMINISTERS DOORSTEP STOP BOWERS UNDOUBTEDLY DONE
MORE ANY OTHER MEMBER OUR FOREIGN SERVICE DEFEND
DEMOCRACY SOUAMERICA HE ALMOST SOLELY RESPONSIBLE
NONRECOGNITION BOLIVIA WHICH DISCOURAGED THREATENED
SPREAD MILITARY GOVERNMENTS SIMILAR ARGENTINAS STOP
ATTACK PROBABLY REVENGE BOWERS FORCEFUL DENUNCIATION
TIMES FALSE CHARGE PREBIDENTAGUIRRE CERDA WAS DYING
DRUNKENNESS

JOHN W WHITE

J W WHITE, Club de la Unidn



(TRUE COPY - es)

TIME MAGAZINE

TIME & LIFE BUILDING
ROCKEFELLER CENTER
NEWYORK

The undersigned American business men in Chlile deeply
resent the uncalled for and completely unfounded article
in the issue of Time of March 20th, 1944, attacking the
Ambassador of the United States the Honorable Claude G.
Bowers. The Ambassador was taking a well earned and long
postponed vacation of short duration within two and a half
hours automobile ride of Bantiago and at all times was in
telephonic communication with the Embassy. Scurrilous at-
tacks of thls nature are particularly unjust in the case
of the person representing the United States in Chile dur-
ing thege difficult times when the fact is that hls able
representation has secured the complete confldence of the
American colony as well as that of the Government to which
he is acoredited, Furthermore in our opinion Time is bein
unfalr to iteelf and 1ts subscribers by resorting to such
low type Journalism which in tlme of war ls certalnly an
unpatriotic effort to destroy the very work which the Amba
sador must do,

H. R. Graham W. R. Judaon

J. H. Cussen Richard Brenner
P, A. Selbert Frank May

J. R. Cotter William 8lack

R. P. Miller James 0'Cara

J. L, Willett Lawrence Baldwin
Jamee Carr C. G. Bush
Richard Reinoehl W. E. Morrison
Roy Cohn 0. H. Mitchell
Fred Moore M. 8. MeGoldrick
Hugh McFadden W. J. Turner



— v/

ADDEERE OFF I AL 0 LS A T e T ¥ F .
_ow VHE BECHETARY OF STATE I L.
WARHIMETOM, . O,

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

April 22, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

With reference to your memorandum of April 1,
1944, enclosing a letter from Ambassador Bowers
relative to the Spanish and Argentine situations,

there 1s attached a suggested reply for your signature

-l

if you approve,

Enclosures;

l. Letter from Ambasssdor
Bowers, dated March 20,
1944,

2. Suggested reply to
Ambassador Bowers.
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Clle . Frcstis

*{2%6] Signed original of this letter returned to the 0ffide of the
4 Secretary of State i:r delivery by pouch 4/26/i4.
5

April 25, 1944

ST ki TS

Dear Claunde:

Theank you for your letter of March 20, 1944
commenting on the present position of Argentina
and Spain. As always, I find your views both in-
teresting and thoughtful,

I now am golng to write you with complete
frankness, lmowing that you will realize the abso-
lutely confidentlal character of what I say and
will divulge thlis to no one.

Our radius of acticn in dealing with Argen-
tina has been limited by the dependence of the
Eritish particularly on certein prime Argentine
exports. We have not simply saccepted the Eritish
statement of thelr need; our own food and supply
people confirm what the British have told us,

The invasion of Europe may have some effect upon
this situation, but the estimate of food needs
for Europe indicates a continulng dependence upon
Argentine supplies for some time to come,

Armour belleves that his Eritish colleague
in Buencs Alres has given him adequate, although
poasibly not dynamie, suppert., Eritish Govern-
ment action has been frequently handicapped by
the attitude of some leaders of the large colony
of hard-shelled Eritish, These persons are in-
fluenced as much by postwar trede considerstions
as by the imperative necessity of first winning
the war, The British Govermment 1s not alone in
having difficulties in getting its own people to

DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy A: vizt of the U.38.

By W. J. Stewart Date EEE q ]9?2



see the war 1n the proper light. We have our
own problems. You, for instance, know better
than enyone of the difficulties that the Time-
Life articles have created from time to t

Tn our relations with Chile, and our newspaper=
men keep insisting upon sending despatches
about our need for Argentine produce.

Your first-hand information concerning Gil
Robles and other figures in a possible monarchist
restoration in Spain is very interesting. The
question of the restoration of the monarchy seems,
however, to have again receded into the back-

ground.
With best wishes, I am
Sincerely yours,

FRAMKLIN B, RGUSEVELD

The Honorable
Claude G. Bowers,
American Ambassador,
Santlago.



Santlago, March 20, 194k,

Dear Mr, President:

I have some ideas touching but indirectly on Chile
which I nevertheless consider of so much slgnificance that
it should be called to your attention for whatever it may
be worth. We unguestionably are losing prestige in South
Amerlca because of the Argentine s8ltuation, due to the
fact that Argentine defies us with impunity and yet escapes
economic sanctions. While defying us openly and pluming
themeelves among the other American natione on thelr suc-
cess, they are prospering beyond any other American naticn,
and were before the rupture of relations which, thus far,
means lees than nothing. The other American nations that
have stood by us and are guffering from economic causes and
are sure to suffer more in the post-war period, while it
geeme Argentine will increase her prosperity, are laughed
at by the Argentinians and told it would have been better
for them to have followed Argentina rather than the United
States. If the war ends with these conditions, I feel
posltive that Argentina will emerge as the dominate nation
of the continent; and ite influence will be against us.

I know, of course, that we have been unable to do
anything becsuse of the attitude of England. This seems
intolerable to me since we are epending billions and risk-
ing millione of lives perhaps for the protectlion of England's
position in Europe while she is unwilling to stand by us in
& problem of the Americas. Now I am goi Io say_somethin
I would not whisper outeide. I am firmly convIﬁgeH that
England Tinds the 1dea of continental solidarity under our
guldance obnoxious, since she fears the effect of this
8olidarity on her post-war trade. I know that she did
nothing to help ue in the fights for rupture - certainly
nothling in Chile. On the contrary, her business men here
usuelly sympathlized with Chileans on their theory that
nothing would be gained by a rupture. I am convinced that

she
The Honorable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House,
Washington,D.C.
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she rejolcee in the anti-American attitude of Argentina.

She 1e exerting herself asslduouely to curry favor
here. Recently her Chamber of Commerce gave a great
banquet for the Minister of Finance, and I just learn
that another ie planned for the President. I was shocked
when the Lord Willingden miesion was here to note that
little, if anything, was sald about the war, It was purely
a "buy British" excursion, composed of big industrialists,
a man from the Bank of London, all of the Chamberlain appease-
ment crowd. Laet week when the Valparalso papers carried
elaborate storles about the Filipino army officer, Commander
Lopez Manzano, a delegation of Englieh business men in
Valparaleo called on E1 Mercurio there to protest with some
vigor. This I get from EI Mercurio, and it seems incredible.

But the best evidence that a long term campaign to
diminish our influence on this continent ie found in the
field of the press. The Reuter agency 1s partly financed
by the British Government; English busineee men here, and
presumably in other countries, contribute to the Reuter fund;
and the Reuter news 1is an Engiiah interpretation. The United
Prees for years has served moet of the papers of South
America, all the important onee in Argentina and most here,
and the Argentine Government has closed down the United
Prees there and all its cllients have had to go over to
Reuters. Whether this 1s part of the trade on the British
attltude toward sanctlone againet Argentlina, or merely a
fine Argentine gesture to encourage the British in right
doing, I do not know, but I have strong suspicions. hould
the result be permanently the shifting of the South Amerlcan
press from the United Press to Reuters, I know the effect on
ue and on our prestige here will be decidedly unfortunate.

I noticed, copled here, an editorlial from the London Mall say-
ing Argentina'es attlitude 18 not pro-totalitarian, or pro-

Nazi but "anti-American imperialiem", Our press tekes it
quietly without a word.

—— — e m—

Another thing that may be of interest to you in
reference to the Spanish situation. I yield to no one
regarding Spain, as to the personnel of its public 1life,
and the meaning behind ite diversee movemente. Since we
hear that an agent of the movement to force the King back
on the people 1s in Waeshington, and since the press here
reports the full Minlistry already chosen by the late King's
son, an analysis of its meaning may be of some slight
interest. The movement ie clearly one of a part of the
Army, the big induetrialists, the big bankers, the feudalistic
land owning aristocracy. This means the economic reactionaries.

Hathing
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Nothing 1e eald about release of the thousands of
democrate in Jall, the return of the gallant men who for
two and a half years held back the Nazi flood from Europe,
or electione and a return to a parliamentary government.

But I am intrigued by the announcement that Gil
Robles 18 to be Prime Minister. I know him well and fol-
lowed him and hie views clogely for esix years. He is the
son of a very reactlonary professor at Salamanca. When a
student there, G111 Robles and a few young men ren a paper
bitterly denouncing Unumuno, the ornament of the University,
because he was a llberal and a democrat. He never has known
the generous liberal impulses of youth. He was reactionary
from hie cradle. He attended one of the Nazi conventions
at Nurnberg. His paper was an ardent friend of Museolini.
In the campaign of 1936 in a public epeech he gaid that
"the curee of Spain ie too much education", In another
he sald that the ideal political set up ls that of "the
philosophers of the 16th Century", During the two years
he was actually in power his people wrecked the public
school program, making eplendid progress under Azana: they
reduced the very reaeonable laws enacted for 1lifting the
statue of labor to nullitlies; they wrecked the plans for
agrarian reforms. While Minlster of War he had Franco as "y
head of the staff, and Republican officers were sent to %Lq
unimportant posts and enemles of the Republic sent 1ﬂﬂ¥¢lﬁ.F,nm{;
It was common knowledge that these two manipulated the
army in preparation for a coup d'etat. When the election
was lost in 1936 he went the next day to Portello, the Prime
Minieter, and asked him to make himself dictator. Portello
himeelf let that out.

But when the election was lost,many, including the
monarchists, turned bitterly againet him because they
sald he had the game in his hands and he 414 not have
the guts to act when his people were in power, He ran
away from Spaln the night before the war began and the
present regime has never permitted him ih Spain. He re-
mains in voluntary exile in Portugal.

Thus hated by the Republicsn element, which is pre-
dominate, but 1in exlle, or in prison, hated by the Falangists,
hle selection for Prime Minister merely meane that he has
made terms with Alba and the Monarchists.

I aleo know Ventosa, the Minleter of Finance. He
ie a pleasant man, of the blg money group headed by Cambo,
of Barcelona. It 1e as though the firet John Plerpont
Morgan had been made Secretary of the Treasury.

It 1s also edifying to hear in thls press report
that Juan March 1s financling the restoration. He is
literally the Al Capore of Spaln, notoriously crooked, and

his
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his fortune was largely made during the firet war when he
wae g contrabandiest on a large scale and did work for
Germany. He wae in Jall for notorlous crockedness when

I went to Madrid and he bribed his way out. He financed
largely the Fasclist uprising in the beginning in 1936, He
certainly 1es a seweet smelling rascal to finance any
respectable movement.

You may want eome of these facte in the back of
your head.

Warmest regards.
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G..0=170 Santiago, Chile
This telegram must be ’
closely paraphrased be- Dated June 7, 1944
fore being communicated

to anyone, SECRET Rec'd 6115 p.m,

Secretary of Stete

Washington

98l, June 7, 1 penm,

CoOMBBRGESENS ['CR STETTINIUS DUGGLN LND IXNON

Yesterday evening formal homage was paid the United
Notlons, apropos the invasion, in the Congress, leading
members of oll parties participating, including Cruz Coke,
Grove, rmnategui and Contreras Labarca, and FPernandez
spoke in warm commendation of our causc and particularly
mentioned the United States, and spoke for President Rios,
Senator Guzman in his speech paid an elaborate tribute to
our contribution to Chilean independence and propesed that
streets be named after Poinsett and .dmiral Vlooster, 1In
additlon there was a demonstration in the streets, Numerous
telegrams of congratulations.from all parts of Chile have
been received, I think it is within the facts to say thot
there is every proof of o real general enthusiasm in Chile
over the successful invasion,

President Rios also made an official statement in which
he cheracterized the forces of the United Nations as

defending
BBCLASSIFTED
Bate Dept. | otter, 11172
3 kel 5o FEB. 41972




=2= 981, June 7, 1 p.ms from Santiago

defending the culture and eivil$zation of the (#) inst

and pledged Chile and its Government to a definite policy _
of cooperation with the United Nations and their associotes
in the defense of the democratic regime and the unity of
the Continent,

The press continues to give unusual space to the news
from Francz; and all the newspopers carry very favorable
leading editorials, President Roosevelt's prayer also
carried in full and favorably cormented on by Catholic
Consefvative €L DILRIO ILUSTR.DO,

Ben Meyer of the P who sent a report of the homage
paid by Congress to ?hs United Nations, to Roosevelt,
Churchill and Stalin, informs me that the Lrgentine censor
has forbidden its publication in irgentine papers;

Repeated to Duenos .ires,

BOERS
EJH LMS

(#) Lpparent omission,
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June 10, 1944
My dear Olaude:

I have recelved your letter of April 6, 1944
enclesing & copy of ‘ulr letter of the same date
to the Seecretary of Stete, whioh I underetoand he
answered at come length en Mey 35, 1844,

The Chilean record of complianes with the
resoluticne edopted et the Rio de Jenelre Conference
in Jenuary 1947 as conpered vith that of the other
Aperican Hepubllen wee very fully diecusced in &
mimecgr=phed clrcular instructicn from the Depertment
of State dated Merch 4, 1944, file no. 710 Consul ta~
tion Z/G568A, The meterisl covered in this inctruction
is eurrently helnf brought up to dAete by the
Departuent of Stete anﬂ vou will be preovided with a
oopy of the revision nhortlj

I think the verietion in appreoisticn of Chile's
eooperation end effort ne between the Department of
State cn the one hend ené the Erbagsy at %antiago on
the cther, ie lergely e matter of peraspective and
when viewed in the light of the complete infornation
whieh 1g avallable here on the messures taken by all
the cther American Republieg to implement the Rio
resolutions, Chile's performence sppears lese
Anpressive than 1t mey to those on the spot. I must
admit that I em somevwhet at a loss tc understand the
stetenent attributed to Mr, Spaeth to the effect
that Chile ig doing better than Feru since he has
participated in studles Just completed by the

Commi ttee



Committee for Political Defense covering all the
republies, which suggest that Peru has been more
effective than Chile in lementing Rio Resolution
XVII, the area with which Mr, Spaeth deals.

I find your remarks and prognostications in
regard to the political situation in this country,
as always, very interesting.

Very truly yours,

The Honorable
Claude G, Bowers
American Ambassador A
Bantlago.



Santliago, April 6, 1944,

Dear Mr. President:

I enclose a copy of a personal letter to Hull, which may
interest you. The insistence from Washington that Chile is
cooperating lese than the other American Republice causes some
skepticiem on the gtaff since our information does not bear it
out. Indeed Spaeth, when here, told & member of the staff that
“hile 1s doing better than Peru. Certainly she hag closed--
closed--the German Bank, while Brazil has merely put in an
interventor; and the German Insurance Company is also being
closed or taken over. Certainly the espionage crusade here
goes beyond that in any other American nation, I am asking
& report on what has been done to carry out our wishes in
Brazll, Peru, Columbia, Uruguay and Bolivia. If, as claimed,
Chile's record is below that of others, it can be used ef-
fectively, perhaps, at the Forelgn Ofrice.

Meanwhile, Chile, by energetic action has rendered us
great service in Buenos Alres, as Armour so generouely has
reported to Washington. Ferndndez has kept me intimately
informed, sending for me twice yesterday. Thie has been done
in stopping the cénsoring of American news reels, in the re-
opening of the United Press, and in forcing the suspension of
the paper that attacked Armour. She ig also bringingstrong
pressure to get the army men out of the Foreign Cffice, the
Interior and Finance, to bring about the freedom of the press,
elections, the resumption of constitutional government, and
Putting Stettiniue' five polnte in operation. At this moment
I know of no American netlon rendering greater service to us.

I sometimes wonder if Washington realizes how Chile 1s
hated because of its democracy by the natlone ruled by
dletators and oligerchies of economic Torlies. I know that
Peru and Brazil are pouring poison into Washington,

The defeat of Willkie and his withdrawal probably
means Dewey, and that means reactlion. I think Willkie would
have polled more votes in the general election, and that the
liberal element supporting him will not support Dewey at the
polls.

Sincerely,
Enclosure: m i; é‘ :

Copy of letter, as stated.

The Honorable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Washington, D.C.



SBantiago, April 6, 19k,

Dear Mr. Becretary:

I have your letter of the 2lst and its reference to
Michels' explanation of the recognition of the Farrell
ime, I think there is no doubt that it was precipitate
action and that Fernédndez, much to his distress, acted on
the orders of Ri{os, who ig olearly over cautlous about
Argentina.

Of course I had ng such stupld thought as that we could
in any way prevent Fernandez going, but in accordance with
the custom of keep you info ag to the realities of
the situation here, wrote my own opinion of the effect.
There is not a sointilla of doubt that I was, and am, one
hundred per cent right on that. Rios makee some mistakes,
but he would make many mors but for Ferndndez; and Rfos has
done some fine things, the rupture, the putting of the agree-
ments of Rio into operation, the campaign against the sples,
and theese have all come about through the insistence of
Fernandez.

Fernéndez never told me that he had been let down, but
he so expressed himeelf to a friend who cinfidentially told
me. I then asked him for his recollection of the understand-
ings he thought he had and these have been sent the Depart-
ment and no doubt you have seen them. I attended no meeting
but in your office and there I myself clearly understood that
the steel plant project had been gone into by our people who
thought favorably of it; that we were not then, because of
the war, in position to send the machinery, but that if the
request were repeated in elx months, we would see what we
gould do. Of course conditions remain such that we cannot

do anything now.

But I was puzzled and a little distressed the other day
when the Bethlehem Steel man from the States came to see me
and told me that Pearson had asked him to report on the
feasibility of the plan. That seemed to me almost ironical.
It would hardly have been necessary for him to have ocome
here to have given the opinion he had. Of ocourse Bethiehem
doee not want any competitor here even in a small way.

i
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I aleo understood that we, as a Govermment, would do
nothing to prevent Chilean nitrate resching our market, I
was shooked the other to see a government pamphlet put
out by the Agricultural Department on synthetic nitrate
referring to an artificlal plant in Canada, and sayi in
black type that 1t would probably be possible to displace
natural nitrate with the synthetic artiocle for agricultural
purposes in the States, This amazed me since we are com-
mitted by the agreements of Rio against this very thing.

I am also puzzled by the insistent note that CMile has
done less for the war effort than any other Americanmmtion,
has cooperated less. BShe moved slowly in the rupture but
that 1s due to her demooratic processes and the fact that she
is a government of law, under a Constitution that operates,
and not of a Dictator. In the matter of nurrins out agree-
ments, I am told by our own people that she has done more
than numerous other American nations. Now that the President
has 1ssued his deoree, which had to wait on ressional
actioen, he has closed the German bank - closed Et as ve
wished; but Brazll has put in an interventor - whioh is not
what we wanted. I am informed this morn by Fe or
that the German Insurance Company also is being olosed, And
in the matter of the Black List, the Government here has never
uttered one, single word of complaint or objection and we
have the 1 8t 1list in Bouth America; but I am told that
we have trouble in Brazil, and I know that when here Aranha

t me into a corner at the Brazilian Embassy and denounced
he Black List with bitterness.

It would be very helpful here if the Department will
send me a list of the things we feel should be done, to-
ther with what each other American Republioc has done about
« If 1t 1s as bad as we are told, without speoifications,
it oan probably be used effectively on the Government here.
But our people in the economic section are pleased with what
is being done and 1is being planned.

The sweeping campalgn against espionage here and the
arrests are unquestionably the most important that have
been made in any other American Republic. I am afraid our
press has little to say about this.

It i1s very olear to me, Mr. Seoretary, and I have sald
it before, that there are nations in South America gunning
for Chile and spread all sorts of fantastio tales abou
her to oreate a prejudice against her in Washington; and I
know the reason - they feel that wMiXh Chile out, there will
be more for them. I know, and I write this with deliberation,
that not one South American nation really wanted Chile to
break relations with the Axis for this reason. I did not have
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one American oodleague lifting a finger about it when I

and my staff were working day and night and Sundays

until three weeks before the rupture when the Braziiian

Ambassador got instructions frem Rio. I talked frequently

with the Peruvian, the Brazilian, the Bolivian, and other
gﬁill ors during that time and they were all plainly
leased that the prospects were bad.

And that hrinﬁl me to the latest falsehoolh put in

eirculation - that Chile was trying to form a southern

bloo with Argentina and Bolivia against the United States.

This seems to have its origin in with Dr. Corresa.

When I heard this amazing tale, I spoke to Fernéndes about

it and he sald it was utterly false. Since then Correa re-

peats it to Patterson. Today I talked again with Fernandes,

who was naturally indignant, :::l'lid it was a lie out of

the cloth and he told me the e background. Tamays wanted

something of the sort and had his unofficlial agent here sug-
est 1t, But this agent was not received and when he had a
iend mention 1t to Fernindes, the latter demounced 1%. It

was because of this report that Riss arranged his interview

with the AP in which he said that Chile wanted and woula

tolerate no bloec but the Pan-Americean bloe, This ears of

& plece with the other fantastic tale out of Lima about

Fernindez trying to persuade entina to break relations

with the United States, It is too 8llly to disocuss.

Meanvhile Chile has done some'thingsfor us which
deserve all praise and appreciation. is inesleting in
Buenos Aires on oivilians for the po s of State
Interior and Finance; for the restoration of the rr-e&n-
of the press; for the restoration of the professore thrown
out; and on early elections and the restoration of consti-
tutlonal government. She has insisted that the entine
Junta prngihit press or radle attacks ¢n the United States.

That she is making some progress is of knowledge to
us. Thus when American news reels were oenasored -h:dgro-
tested strongly and got the pledge that 1t would not be
done again. Armour has given due oredit to Chile for this.
Yoluntarily, she went to battle over the suppression of the
United Press, and the ban has been 1ifted, and again Armour
telegraphs tﬁl Department that Chile's aotion had much to
do with 1t. And I know Fernéndez ordered his Ambassador to
cooperate and place himself at the disposal of Armour and
Armour tells me this has been done. In other words, 6h1L¢
is cooperating with us, where no other American nation ean.

I note that you "wonder whether I have gone to sufe.

ficient pains to emphasize the vity of our pesition"
Be assured I have hundreds of times feom the beginnin of the

¥pr.
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war. I nuggult that comee up four times in five that I
have seen him in two years. The Government here realizes
it. There are business elemente here who know it but
pretend to ignorance. But the Coordination Galnift-l.
through its publicity, hae mede it plain as can be in the
press.

I have written at length, for which I apologize,
because I feel that from some source, for some reason,
prejudiclal information ie pour into the Department
from motives not in the least dleinterested.

Warmest regards.

S8incerely,



Jgar Hr, Ambassador)

Thank you for your letter of April 6, 1944
eommenting on our present relationshins with Chile.

“ith regard to the projeoted steel mill, I think
Af you will reviev the memor.ndum of the conversation
which I had with sr, Fernandez, you will find that
your recollection 1s at slight varlance with the fasts
fa the only comsltment which I made was to assure
ir. Fernande: orally thest it would be glven sericus con-
slderation. In line with thia polloy, other offlcials
of the Uepartment and the Export-Import Bank have urged
the offlelals of the Corporscion de Fomento to make a
moet oareful survey and present a ocomplete and detsiled
project for consideration. Thie will be presented wvithin
the next few days and it 1g sntloipated that some forty-
five to sixty daye will be necescary for 2tudy and eon-
slderation of the financial snd supply probleme invelved
Ly the interested agenclies of the United States Government
belore a deelsion can be reached, Your statement that
aocording te your understanding the steel mill projeot
had already been glven favorable oonsideratiocn ip pre-
mature since the neceseary data have not so far been
wade avellable., It was known that the preparation of
the detalled plans for the project and the consideration
ef these would require coneiderable time. Now that the
plans have been prepared, we can only hope that the
ncu;-;lrr consideration will result in a favorable
deolsion,

I doubt thet Mr, Plerson would have given a
Gethlehem Steel representative any official commiselon
to investigate the steel mill project on behalf of the

Export-

The Honorable
Claude G. Bowers
American nﬁundor,
dantiego.

DECLABSTFTED
State Dept. Letter, 11172

Hy J. Scheuble D.m_EE_B 4 W72
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Export-Import Bank, It is nov becoming widely known
thet plans for a Chilean steel plant are in prooess.
BetMlehem Steel and possibly United States Steel will
presumably show increasing interest 1in agoertaining

the speciflc plans for the project and will undoubtedly
tap all poseible sources of information %o learn
details, which for obvious reasons are closely held by
the Corporacion de Fomento at the present time. 1 am
not certaln that your belief that Bethlehem 3teel does
not want any competitor in Chile is correct. They may
very well be interented in this project for quite different
reagona.

It 1 & common Chileen mieapprehension that the
United States was comuitted by the Alc Protescl on the
question of nitrate. For your information, I quote
iesolution IX on which the Chileans base their inter-
pretation, whiech indlcates olearly thet there was no
comuitment as regards synthetio nitrate plants:

"The Third Meeting Of The Ministers Of
Forelgn Affaire Of The American Republlos

"Hesolves!

That the natione of the Amerloas
stimulate the development of the baslo
production of each of them, avolding insofar
as possible the estsblishment or expansion
of production of substitute or synthetle
commoditles which 1s economicslly artificlal
and might displace the consumption of natural
products avallable in other Amerlcan natlons,
there belng excepted only those industries
whieh are indispensable for national defense
provided that such defense needs cannot be
effectively met with natursl products.®

As far as anti-esplonage motivities are concerned,
you have slready been informed (telegram no. 4°2,
April 19) that the Department is pleased at the progress
being made in the FQZ case. However, I think 1t
desirable to point out that if the net result of the
aotion now b-l:! taken is merely to bring the indi-
viduals to tr and subseguently release them, this
could hardly be conaldered satiasfactory. What seems
desirable here is a strict enforcement of seourity
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measures and a vigorous proseoution of known lglntn
resulting in the conviotion of those found guilty.

In the oase of perscns not found guilty by the courts

it would seem wise, Af they are found to be undesirable
enemy sliens, for ih- to interned in Chile or
deported to the United States for repatriaticn or intern-
went. 1 muet say that I do not feel too happy at the
pregpect of a long delay in setting up an internment

ocamp and that rilnfntiun of undesirsble enemy alliens

to speciflied loealities following the previous practice
of the Chilean Government, sppears gulte inadequate to
hendle thias danger., In this connection you mey wish to
aguin conaider the Department's telegram no. 249 of
February 28, 4 p.e2,, and urge upon the Government a re-
conelderation of thelr deelslion not to deport for intern-
zent in the United Utates dangerous enemy allenn, or at
lezst the esteblishment of adequate internment camps.
Continued enforoement of restrictions cn the use of
coumuniontions, banking facllitles nand travel facilities
by enemy slliens, 1ls, of course, also neoéasary and
desirable,

As you already know, 1 was much pleased by the
Chllean socslatence in connection with the UP and other
matiers of current interest in Argentina.

1t is not correct that prejudiclel information
sbout Chlle has been pourlng inte the Department. It
1 my desire and that of the other interested officers
in the Tepartment teo cooperate with the Chileane con
economlc and other matters in sc far as the limitations
izpored by the war will permit, I think that you should
avall yourself of every opportunity to make it clear to
the Chileans that vhen it does nct prove possible %o
grant a specific Chilean reguest, tknt does not indlcate
any lack of good will, but mersly that careful and pro=
longed coneideration of all the factors involved will
zake 1% 1mposalble in many instances to grant everything
that the Chlleans desire,

Ky attention has reoently been called to a
lecture by Dr. Antenio J. Quevede of Eouador in
which he sald that the South American states some-
times ask too musch of the friendship of the

United
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United 3tates towards the other ocountries of the
esontinent, believing that the United 3tates should look
after thtir interests even before our own. I think our
inter-Amerioan relations would be on a firmer basis if
more leaders in the other Ameriocan Hepublies shared thie
point of view,

In conelusion, I suggest that you may desire to
disouss these matters further with Mr, Fhillp bonsal
when he visite Ssntiago.

Thank you for writing me in detall in regard te
these matters, and with warm personal regards, I am

Sinosrely yours,

JoRDEL: S
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

Yay 26, 1944
NMEMORANDDM POR THE PRESIDENT

There 12 attached for signature a letter which

has been drafted to Ambassador Bowers at Santlago,

anawering his letter of April 6 to the President.

R

Enclcsures:

i

2

S

4

Fromrm Ambassador Bowers,
April 6, 1944,

Copy of letter tc the
Secretary of State,
Aprll &, 1944.

Copy of letter to
Ambasasador Dowers,

kKay 3, 1544,

To Ambassador Bowers,
drafted kay 23, 1944.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 13, 1944,

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE 9ECRETARY OF STATE:

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY
FOR MY CIGHWATURR,

F.0D.R,

Letter to the President, April 6, 1944,
from Hon. Claude G. Bowers, Santiago,
Chile, enclosing a cony of a nersonal
letter to Secretary Hull, same date.



L o
/
ri

ROBERT E. HANNEGAN /
Memorandum 1 L \
n "
June 21, 1944 \\W\/’
T0: Miss Grace Tully

liy thanks to the Chief for

letting me see the attached.
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Sentlago, June 9, 1G4,

Dear Mr. President:

I am sure thet in no one of the American natlons was
the news of the invaslion received with more genersl and
eincere enthusiasm than in Chile. President Rios isrued &
etirring statement, in denunclation of the "barbarian" at-
tempt of the Nazls on the liberties of mankind. The Senate
and the House of Deputies immediately dedicated & full ses-
slon to paylng homage to the Unlted Natlions when epeeches
were made by the epokesmen of every party, including, of
course, both the Communist and the Conservative. In these
epeeches speclal reference was made in mogt cases to the
United Etgtes end to you and especially in the speech of
Senator Guzman, There was also a demonstration in the streets,
and the press 1s publlishing pages of newe and is paying trib-
ute editorally. i

Nothing has done us more good here than the taking of
Rome by Genersl Clark without destroying any of the religious
or historical buildings. The Hlerarchy here had written me
before about the protection of Rome and I replied by quoting
your observation, This was publighed in the press. I now
have a long and almost fulsome letter of appreciation on the
care taken to prevent destruction from Accidn Catbdlica de
Chile, the most militant Catholic organization of the country.

Without belng asked, I am taking the liberty of giving
you my lmpressions on the Vice Presidency. We have the impres-
sion that certain elements are bitterly agalnst Wallace.

These elemente are bitterly against him because he stands
militantly for the things your Administration stands for. I
am convinced from years of close observation that thils element
will support the opposition candldate for the Presidency re-
gardlese of who ip named for the Vice Presidency; and that

the nomination of someone who at heart has not really favored
the progressive measures of the last eleven years wlll not
gecure the vote of a single one of the reactlonarles, but

may easlily be misinterpreted and resented by the great liberal

army
The Honorable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.



army which constitutee the backbone of your supporters.
Thie reactlonary element may be able to manipulate a
convention, as in Texes, but I am sure thaet the mass of
the voters there will not be swayed by ite intrigues.
The alleged plan of the Texas reactionarles to defeat
the desires of the people through the maninulation of
the electoral college, ought to be made the most of by
our people, for it cen be used ae an open confession of
thelr hope to teke from the people the cholce., 1 imagine
the plan will amoun® to no Eng, But the purpose can be
made infamous in the popular mind.

Recently I had e letter from New York saying that
Dewey gete hie ideas of forelgn policy from a lewyer in
the office of Sullivan & Cromwell.

In the midst of the war I am positive that the in-
decent attacks on you by small-bore politiclans and re-
actionaries will be reesented by all decent Americans, and
that our strategy is to concentrate on the war and on
admlnistraetive achievements along the line of socisl
segurity.

Your "prayer" was published in full on the front
page of all papere here and there were editoriale, one
particularly strong from the second paper of S8antiago,

whieh 1s the organ of the Catholic Hierarchy.

Your anclent friend, Colonel Behn, was here, and I
gave a dinner for him and was glad to have his volunteered
admiselon that I had been right and he wrong in the Spanish
matter. He tells me that he has no doubt of the result of
the election.

We are all puzzled a bit by Welles' articles anpropos
of Argentina. I hope they ere not the reesult of mere
resentment for his record is too fine to have it marred.

I have never understood just what happened in his case: I
am as puzzled as the American who told a comnatriot in a
hotel lobby that a man standing nearby was the Archbishop
of Canterbury. "Impossible", sald the compatriot. "But I
have seen him and I know it is the Archbishop of Canter-
bury". "Ridiculoue", grunted hie friend. "Why don't you
aek him"., "I willl", said the one who insisted. He was seen
speakling to the alleged Archbishop, who apneared very angry.
Finally he returned to his friend. "What 414 he gay?" he
was asked. "Very funny thing", sald the clearly mystified
messenger. "I asked him and he turned on me and said, "Why
damn you, what do you mean by your God damned impudence.
Now get the hell away from me",

“IE
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"Is that all he said?"
"Thate all he sgid".

"Then", sald the other sadly, "I supnose that now we
never will know 1f 1t was the Archbishon of Canterbury",

I hope you will not think it impertinent that I should
send you my impressions about the Vice Presidency. Some-
times one can get a clearer view from a distance.

Warmest regards.

Sincerely,

léﬁgzﬁidqg_12?4&!*231*54’
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

PERBONAL
June 17, 1944.

MEMORANDUM FOR

HON. ROBERT E. HANNEGAN

TO READ AND PLEASE RETURN
FOR MY FILES.

F. D. R.

Letter to the President from
Ambaseador Bowers, dated June 9,
1244,
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ADDRERE OFFICIAL COMUUMICATIONS TO
THE SECRETANY OF BTATE 1.4
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

June 26, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

When the Chilean Ambassador Don Rodolfo Michels
mokes his farewell call on Tuesday you may wish to
give him a message to carry to President Rios cone
cerning our present views on Argentina, our strong
feelinge of regret and disappointment that Argentina
remains the only country in this hemlsphere which
lends ald and comfort to our common enemy, and our
concern with the militaristic totalitarian program
of the Farrell Government, For these ressons we
have asked Ambassador Armour to return to the United
S8tates,

You might wish to refer to the fact that when
Chile recognized Argentina, the Foreign Minister of
Chile stated that the recognition was conditional on
Argentine implementation of the break in relations
with the Axis. It might then be advieable to expreass
the hope that Chile as a leader among the nations truly
dedlicated to the principles of demoeracy may now be
receptive to a re-examination of its posltion toward
the Farrell government,

ﬂ“f‘i‘]"f:‘* (i 2?!.-. Lene /-t‘ dirn [ -y r.,:'J
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 13, 1944

MEMORANIDUH FUR

SECRETARY HULL

To reply to e I have not

the tlne before leaving.

F‘. -II:J- H-
Lncloeure

Let. 7/8/44 to the President from
Amb. Claude Bowers re conditions 1n

Chile
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July 13, 1044

Dear Claude:

Juat re I am leaving, I wvant Leletedly
8o snawer youre of June twelfth with that very
interesting confidentipel nomo Crom Freds EArzoway.
It hee been veary nasaful endd I hove procesded to
have = follow=up wvia Gem Fosenman.

E3 ever jyouras,

FHANKLIN D. ROCBEVELT

lionorable Claude 8. Bowers

The Amerlcan !mbasay, P
Santiago,

Chile. fdr/t

(DMletetad but not signed)



% 'Santiagu, June 12, 1944,

Dear Mr. President:

I do not want to bore You with too many
notes but Freda Kirzeway has Just sent me a VERY
CONFIDENTIAL memorandum on herp talk with Wilkie
and hle plans and ideas which I think you should
by all means have., It is very lnteresting, and
I hope 1t meane he will act properly during the
next four months. I entirely share Wilkies re-
eaction on Churchill's last epeech. Particularly
his tribute to that great "neutral® Frenco. The
great mass of the people in no country will he
taken in by that stuff. He ie primerily s monarchist
which 1s all right if the peonle want & monarchy,
but hie whole Spanish outlook has been colored.by
his anxlety to restore the son of an English prin-
cees to the throne gnd to continue the binding of
the moribund nobility in Spain with the Tory sector
of the nobility in England. He was for Franco until
& year before the Spanish phase of the present war
wae reached when the great gune of the Cermans com-
manding Glbraltar were placed. I do not think the
last speech wae a happy one, in striking contrast
Eﬂ others he hss made. I rather l1ike the set up in

taly.

Warmest regards.

Sincerely, :

The Honorable
Franklin D, Roosevelt,
The White White,
Waeshington, D.C.

Enclosure:
Memorandum, as stated.
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W. intende to become the leader of a new liberal party in the
country. He expects the re-election of Hoosevelt by a big majority.
He hopes the President will have enough control over the Democratic
Farty to carry through the measures necessary for the winning of
the war and the conclusion of treaties and other international
agraamantu.aftar the war. But he foresees an internal breakdown, a
general disintegration of the Democratic Party. F.D.R.'s personal
power will obviously be on the wane; he cannot expect to lead the
party in another election and therefore such strong reactionary
forces as those represented by, say, Byrd, George, and one or two
of the other more or less responsible Southern conservattves will
gradually assume power. BSuch men might even give the President
the support he needs on the war and international measgures while
buidling up their own control of the party machine. The element
loosely lumped together under the New Deal will lose all influence,
he believes. Having lost control they will be politically homeless
and ready to join a new progressive coalition of groups. It is
this process which he sees 2s giving some assurance fhat a new
Liberal Farty would be more than an organization of left labor
people and independent progressives.

In connection with the election he told me that his own
expectation of a big Roosevelt majority had been somewhat modified
by several talks he had had with political writers like Hagerty of
the Times. Hagerty thinks New York State ies extremely doubtful; that

Roosevelt has & small edge but no more. He thinks that many accidental
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influences might shift the balance the other way. EBoth seem to
agree that it would depend a good deal on now the Catholic vote is
affected by Roosevelt's policies, particularly in regard to Russia.

He made one interesting comment on the Middle West. He said
Roosevelt had lost support through the very process of ylelding to
the farm bloc. He said thatf;: had held prices firm and prevented
the enormous increase of farm prosperity there might have been some
grumbling but the individual farmere would still have been accessible
to Democratic pleas. He sald that the extreme prosperity of many of
the farm districts had turned innumerable farmers into solid, high-
tarlff Republicans. In illustration of thie he told me about a man
who is part owndr of one of his farme in Indiana. He said in 1338
this man was a left New Dealer while now he was not only a Republican
and bitterly opposed to the President, but Le was worried because W.
was showing so many dangerously radical tendencies. (Th€s whole
argument seemed to me rather tenuous but he expounded it at great
length,)

He says he is not allowing himself yet to decide how he will
act in the present campaign. He is not going to Chicago. The anti-
igolationist leaders in the Republican Party are trying to get him
to write the foreign policy plank for the platform. He doubts the
wisdom of doing this. The party, he thinks, would accept his plank
and might easily choose Stassen as Vice-Presidential candidate. Such
a move would put him in the position, if he decided not to support
the ticket, of being merely, as he put it, a sourpuss-resentful

because he was not himeelf chosen to lead the ticket. He feels that
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his hands will be freer if he keeps clear al togekher, taking no part
in the convention or pre-convention maneuvers. He thinks the chance
that Dewey will not be nominated is insignificant, although he says
that within the past ten deyes he has talked to at least twenty-one
important Republican leaders = either State chairmen or governors -
and not one of them really wants Dewey., On the other hand, not one
of them will oppose him. The possibllity of organizing a genuine
opposition is negilgible, he believes especially since there is no
potential candidate who can command the support of the people who
are most strongly against Dewey. He said if he were betting, he
would put 8 to 2 on Dewey's nomination,

He is very bitter about Stassen. He told me about two or
three specific instances of Stassen's perfidy, rather minor in-
stances but 1lluminating as well. He said that a letter had been
dispatched to Stassen asking if he would allow his name to be put
up for the Vice-Presidency and he believes Stassen is likely to
BAY Yes.

What W. ie going to do between now and the convention is to
publish a series of pileces, probably through the Associated or
United Prees, on the issues of the campaign, He has devised an
effective and imaginative form in which to do this. In ten
installments he plans to write a comment upon the planke of a
platform which he thinke the party should adopt, -~ each day a plank,
covering all important domestic and foreign issues. He haen't any
idea that this will influence the writing of the actual party plat-
form. He intendes it as a challenge and obviously he will use it to

show up the party leadership now actually in contrel,
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The real leader of the party ie, of course, Herbert Hoover.
Dewey is entirely his man and so is Spangler. Foth take explicit
instructions from Hoover as to speeches and political strategy. He
thinke Hoover's influence in the party is large beyond all reason.
It stems less from political shrewdness - such as Jim Faerley has =
than from his prestige as President and his kncwledge of the country
or at least of the Republican orgenization throughout the country.
He says that there ie hardly a small town anywhere in the United
States that doesn't have one or more key Republicans who look up
tc or owe a debt of gratitude to Hoover.

W. doeen't know how the literal forces will emerge and coalesce
to form ;F:EI party which he hopee to see created. We talked about
the Liberal Party here in New York. He has doubts, however, about
the party's value as the nucleus of a national movement., He
recognizes the disabilities involved in its narrow trade-union base
and ite factional origin. He agreed with me that on the national
ecale the C.I.0. Political Action Committee was accomplishing
results that put it far in the lead. He thinks on the whole Hillman
has been handling his limited forces and resources very shrewdly. I
think he will try to play &long with both groupe on the theory that
it does him no harm to have friends in all progressive camps and
that even these extremely hostile elements might fuse and merge in
the larger politicel structure he envisages. He has no illusions,
however, about the state of mind of both groups now. He knows there
can be no cooperation in the near future,

He also said he thought La CGuardia was wrong in believing that

the anti-Communist propaganda and position of the Liberal Party
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would get much attention in the coming campaign. He looks upon the
new party as a means of roudning up some Roosevelt voteas that might
otherwise go by default. He obviocusly does not conesider the role
of the Communiets in American politics of sufficient importance as
to be worth worrying about, at least on a national scale.

We talked a lot about foreign policy. He spoke with extreme
bitterness about Churchill's speech. He was alsc critical of
Stalin's unilateral moves both in regard to Poland and in Italy,
£xaXinks But he takee the view in general that Stalin's entire
purpose 1s concentrated on the rebuilding of Russia and the creation
of a vast industrialized society there. He thinks his foreign policy
is defensive, not imperialistic, and that the United States and
Eritain are themselves largely responsible for Stalin's recent
policies. He said that when he came back from his trip around the
world he begged Roosevelt to fly to Moscow. At that time Russia's
fortunee were at low ebb; 1its losses were staggering; and the
Stalingrad struggle was still going on. He believes that if
Roosgevelt had gone over then with the honest purpose of offering full
help to Russia during the war and our participation in a real security
seystem after the war, all of the recent difficulties would have been
avoided. He sald "at that time the thing was a set-up." I asked
him why Rocsevelt hadn't gone. He said "I believe personally that
he was efraid of the Catholics and he me&y also have been committed
to a foreign policy which would have made any such promises to
Russia impossible."”

W. now talke exactly like an early vintage New Dealer. He

made great fun of the Republicans for adopting a pro-states rights
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position. He is devoting one of his coming series of articles to
this subject, pointing out the historical inconsistency of their
present stand. He said flatly that he believed stronger federal
control was inevitable. He is, of course, Eittarly opposed to the
poll tax. And guite clearly he is ready to ally himself not only
with generally progreseive groups btut with organized labor in the

coming Liberal Party.

Whether or not he ie sincere I don't know, but he certainly
makes an impression of sincerity. Also, & man who is looking out
primarily for himself ig not likely to take such a long chance as

is involved in the launching of a new party.



August 19, 1944

My dear Olaude:

I was pleased to find await me on my return
to Washington your letter of July 20, 1044 with 1tg
enclesure, oopy of a letter of the same date to the
Secretary of Btate,

Vhile the simile which you draw between Ghile
and the Spanish Loyalists is 1nt-rnlt1n§, we of
oourse all trust that war of the character which
Inu envisage will not come to pass on this continent.

know we shall all direct our every effort te pre-
vent 1t., Since you wrote me I understand that the
question of giving assurances to Chile that we would
protect her in eage of attack by Argentins has been
disoussed with you and that you have been informed
of ihutvtnw- of the Joint Ohiefs of Staff in this
respect,

Thank you for your remarks about my nomination,
With warm personal regards,
Very sinecerely yours,

P
FRAMKLIN D, ROOSEVELE

The Honorable
Olaude G, Bowers,
American Ambassador,

Santiago.




Santiago, July 20, 1944,

The President,
The White House.

Dear Mr. President:;

I enclose copy of a personal letter to Hull which seems to
me to be of paramount importance as to our policy in South Ameri-
ca, T cannot get out of my mind the great mistake of the Demo-
cracies in concentrating their effort on preventing defense ma-
terial from reaching the Loyaliats of Spain while the Axis
Powers unrestrainedly poured tanks, plenes, artillery and scldiers
into Spain for the support of the Fascist cause. I do not want
to ses anything remotely similar in South America., The evidence
i3 very strong that Argentina is feverishly preparing for war
and there is no doubt, because the admission has been made in
conversations, that the Perén element, or rather the people in
power in Argentina, are entirely Nazi-minded and lock to the
domination of the continent by thet country. Their first plans
contemplate Uruguay, Chile, Paraguay and Bolivia, For geographi-
cal reasons Chile ia in the most danger and under threat. 3She
has no fighting planes to defend herself and Santiago can be
easily bombed from Mendoza, since Argentina has a large number
of bombers of the vintage of 1938. If we cannot furnish Chile
the war material selected and approved and promised for her own
defense I think it necessary for us to give agsurance that should
Argentina attack Chile under existing conditions we will support
her militarily. As Sherlock says, this seems elemental to me,

I suppose your nomination will come today. All South Americe ==
except Argentina -- is for you. '

Warmest regards,

Sincerely,

MMM%




santisgo, July 20, 1944,

The Honorable
The Secretary of State,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Ur. Sscretary:

The John White interview was based on what Cruz Coke %old
him, and the morning after, the Senator called %o "assume full
responsibility.” The fear of an appeasement policy as to Perénm,
he told me, was not based on any fear of your position or of the
United States but was due %o Churchill's speech in rather ridicu-
lous praise of Franco and his assertion that ideclogy no longer
is involved in the war., The understanding that discugsions be-
tween Britein and the United States of the policy toward Argen-
tina sre pending lead to the fear that Churchill'a point of view,
together with Eritain's attitude on Argentina, and the relations
between Fasclst Spain and Faseist Argentina, might lead to some

such compromise.
From time to time I have explained certain hesltations and un-

gatisfactory amctions of Chile on the ground that Chileans lave serious

fears of an attsck in the reglon of Magellan and further nath, The
faot that there are abundant reasons for the fear has been demon-
atrated in the conversation between Perén and Von der Beck and the
Chilean 414 tary Attaché anfl other conversations, reported fully
to the Department. I must msk that the Depariment realize that
there is at present serious tension here as to Argentina; that the
denger is admitted not only by politicians and statesmen but ie
very real in the Chilean army, which is alarmed by warlike prepa-
rations scross the mounteins, and that it has reached the Senate,
which this week has disocussed it in secret session.

In addition to these interviews, Chile is alarmed as to Ar-
gentina because she understands - -

(1) that she is building tenks, some Very large ones, and
boasts that she has eighty factories making war material. The ma-
terial comes in part from Spain and the work is said here to be
under the supervision of German technicians and mechaniocs.

(2) that Argentina has, or claims to have, one hundred
fighting planes and claims to be making more. I understand that
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these planes are of the date of 1938, but Chile has none at all.

(8) That the Argentime army about Mendoza has been tripled
in recent months and I understand from Armour that there is much
military activity in that guarter.

(4) That Argentine has a much larger army on the frontier
of the far scuth than Chile has in Magellan, and irgentina can
move her troops by land while Chile, with few boats, must send
hers by water - a slow process.

(6) That Argentina has announced the mequisition of a great
amount of skiing material for the amy, which cun heve only Chils
in view.

(6) That they made much of their review of their Italien
trained Alpine troops on their mational holiday and these can enly
be meant for the mountains between Argentina and Chile.

The evidence seems complete to me that the men in power in
Argentina are thinking Nazi-wise of that country as destined to
dominate this continent by force if neceasary, as in fact they
have said that just as Germeny was destined to dordnate the con-
tinent of Furope, Argentina is destined to dominate the South Ameri-
can continent, Perén told s Chilean that the day of small nations
is over because of modern war methods.

I feel very strongly that 1% ghould be our poliey to cultivate
Chile to the utmost for the following reasons:

(1) Argentina is, bhas been and will continue for a long time
to be our stubborn enemy in South America, With Brazil, our tradi-
tional friend, with us on one side, it is importent that Chile on
the other should be tied to us, and Brazil and Chile should be
encouraged to draw together closer.

(2) She is the one strong, firmly rooted democracy in South
Americe because the democratlc instinet is strong in =1l her people
from highest to lowest.

(8) Her people with their great mixture of northern Buropean
blood, are more like our people, politieally, peychologi cally and
physically than are any other people on the continent.

(4) Her govermmental system and {dsology are models for the
liberal, democratic, and progressive slement in all American na-
tions and this explains the eritical attitude towerd Chile of na-
tions with systems and ideologies diametrically opposed %o ours.
For this reason criticisms of Chile emanating from nations ruled
by dictators or feudalistic oligarchiss, es in Perfi, must be viewed
with suspicion and never accepted on their face.
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Beceuge of 4ll this I hope that we can reconsider our peliey
of withholding necessary military defense materisl promised long
ago, selected and I understand approved, The purpose of lend-
lesase was the "defense of the continent.” With a Fower, frankly
Fageist or Nazi, making war preparaticons aimed at the Damooracies
and small nations and looking to the domination of the continent
by a pro-Nazi Power, I certainly feel that the protection of a
democratic nation against a Nazi-minded, anti-American Fower is
in line with continental defense.

Yours very sincerely,
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U. 8. Urgent

Military Attaché reports temper of conversations
gt a dinner by highest Chilean Army officers lndiocat-
ing grove fears of Argentlna's lntentions toward Chlle
under the Peron regime. (Very secret for the Seooretary)
These officers are Tirmly persuaded thes Argentina under
the present set-up 1s making "undoubted war preparations"
aimed at Chile. They believe that the plan 1s a gradual
concentration of Argentine military forces in the vicin-
ity of Rio Gallegos in readiness for an asasault aoross
the level pampa plaine of Chilean Patagonla toward Pun-
ta Arenas and Natales, and a blockade by land-based
artillery of the Stralt of Magellan south of Punta Are-
nas in the vieinity of Cape Forward. They fear, if they
do not belleve, that a thrust is planned aaro;: the
south-central part of Chile north of Tampico almed at
the coal mines and the naval base of Talcahuano. There
is not a seintilla of doubt that the Army here and the
political leaders are greatly concerned.

n-nqumumIM?la 41373 (2)

By J. Scheuble Date
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(2) Prom one who attended a meeting of some mili-
tary, political and intellectual men last night 1in seo-
ret conferenoce I learn that this fear !s acute, along
with the fear that we and Britain may, through minor
concesslons, grant recognition to the Peron group whioh
would be disastrous to democratie Chila. They disocussed
a manifesto ciroulated they understand in Buenos Aires
to effeot that Argentina must teke over Chile as far
north as Concepeibn. They unquestionably fear that we
may thus relegate Chile to = gecondary ccnsideration.
This appears to be the genersl course of the discusslions
now going on here,

(3) All this ties up with our failure to release
to Chile the war matariasl they thought promised and
which hae been selected as aprroved, T am of the oplnion
that we must make it clear that should Chile bhe attacked
by Argentina we will support Chile militarily, wWithout
such assurance there is danger that Chileans may conclude
that their first obligation is to security of Chile
through some agreement with Argentina,

(4) The Naval Attaché and others in the Eabassy
suggeat that 1f two of the amall alrplane carriers could
make perlodical visits, at intervals, to Valparaiso, the
effact on Argentinas would be salutary, It is pointed
out that Santlago could be easily bombed from Mendoza

and Chile has no fighting planes for defense. You may
wish
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wish to glve this serlous consideration.
BOWERS
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copy of searet taiagram for

the Secretary of S8tate, July 20,
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Santiago, August 24, 1944,

Dear Mr. President:

I enolose herewith copy of a note to Hull,
that may be of interest. The enthusiasm here for
our action in the liberation of Paris has been ex-
traordinary. A great demonstration was organlzed
on the spur of the moment and 1t was proposed to
march to the French Legation and then to my Embassy
and thence to the Moneda where President Rios,
Fernandez and the French representative took the
salute, ©BSince the English were to be ignored, I
thought it best, in wview of the fact that our English
friends seem a bit humiliated, to advise that the
demonstrators confine themselves to the French and
the Moneda. Everyone understood what we had done
and we did not need any demonstration. But they car-
ried American flages and ehouted for us.

I have an idea about Patton: Put him in an iron
cage between military operations, feed him on raw meat,
and turn him loose Just when the flght begins. What a
man!

Your speech from the coast to the Convention was
a masterplece in every way. The fact that 1t was de-
livered "from the front", made a great impression here.
I note that the reactlion against the reactlonaries of
certain southern 8tates over thelr brazen proposal
that the electors set aside the pronounced will of
the voters has been overwhelming, as I thought would
be the case. 1 was sorry about Wallace, but his
magnificent eportemanship has saved the day with the
liberals.

It is maddening to think of the posslibllity
that Laval, Petain and other skunks of France may be
given refuge in Switzerland. If Laval, why not Hitler,

Goebbels

The Honorable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House
Washington, b.c.



Goebbels, Mussolini and all the rest? I hope the
United Natlions take a damn stern stand with Switzer-
land to prevent such an outrage.

I notice that 1t is generally thought that the
late Vatican Minister of Foreign Affairs may be suc-
ceeded by Cardinal Tedechina. I know him well and
you may be interested. He i1s a magnificent looking
man, tall, elender, with the face of a saint, though
he always seemed to me to be most worldly wise and a
diplomat of finesse. He was Nuncio in Madrid during
my time there. When I made my initial call upon him
he amazed me by talking at length about my book "The
Irish Orators", which had been out of print for ten
years. He knew everything about me - my having made
the speech in New York on the 100th annivereary of
Catholic Emancipation in Ireland. None of my other
colleagues knew anything about me.

He was considered rather liberal than otherwise.
When the King went upon his travels, Tedechina promptly
advised the Vatlcan to recognize the Republic, and
among the medieval members of the Spanish hierarchy,he
was unpopular in consequence. When he was one of the
three Cardinals discussed for Pope, I read in the
Mancheeter Guardian that hie weakness was in the fact
that he was thought too liberal because he had advised
the Pope not to commit himself too much to Franco., I
eaw him frequently, "assisted" in making him Cardinal
when the Presldent put the red cap on hie head, and
liked him.

He had one embarraseing experience. It was his
custom to report to the Vatican usually by long dis-
tance. He would arrange with the Telephone company to
clear the wirees for a stated hour. When Pita Romero,
the Forelgn Minister, was appointed to neogtlate a
Concordat with Rome, and before Romero left Madrid or
the Forelgn Office, the Cardinal called Rome. He told
Rome that Romero was & nice young man, a good Catholie,
et cetera, but that 1t would be best to string him
along and do nothing since 1t was possible that in
three monthe the elections would sweep in the CEDA
and better terms might be possible. He had asked for
a man of a certaln name at the Vatican. There was
another man of the same name who was Mllitary Attaché
of the Spanish Embassy. The telephone people in Rome
Eut them confused and put the Cardinal on to the Military

ttaché. When the latter heard the dulcet voice of
the Cardinal pouring forth secrets, his first impulse

wasa
—
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was to tell him there had been a mistake. But he
decided not to, He turned the interview over to

the Spanish Ambassador, who sent it on to Romero,

the Forelgn Minlster. A few days later Romero met
the Cardinal and said, "I understand you had a con-
versation with Rome the other day". "Yes", sald the
Cardinal, 1in his sweetest tone which was like honey,
"I wished to prepare the way for your reception and
thought 1t could be best done by word of mouth rather
than in a stilted despatch". Romero smiled pleasantly
on the Cardinal and thanked him, and the Cardinal
beamed benevolently on the Minister. Of course, both
knew of the blunder.

But Tedechina 1s a very wise man, a brilliant
man, a diplomat of the old school of long ago, but
wide awake to the present and able to apply the old
finesse in a modern way.

Warmest regards.

Sincerely,

Yvceds Kflae? TC
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AIR MAIL

Santiago, August 24, 19Uk,

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I am particularly grateful for your thoughtfulness in
sending Fernindez a telegram of appreclation of the very
militant pro-United States speech he made before the Amerlcan
Chamber of Commerce here. He was enormously pleased. He had
told me before that he was seeking the opportunity. His
epeech, and the manner of 1ts dellvery, made a very strong
impression on all the Americans, and he spoke extemporaneously.
He asked that the stenographle report be sent him for pos-
Bible correction for the press and I was a bit afraid he
might want to moderate the tone. Instead, he strengthened
the phrasing. It was thus published here and in Buenos Alres,
though I am told it wae a little emasculated in La Prensa
and La Nacion there. This, no doubt, due to the censorsnip
since it was sent hence as delivered.

He has Just replied to my note on the President's state-
ment on post-war organization on which the views of the Amer-
ican nations were golicited. I rather think thls 1s about the
firet reply you have regceived. You wlll note that he accepts
for Chile the whole spirit and intent. He proposes, of course,
that the smaller nations have represgentation on the Counoil,
with which we all agree. I interpret his reply as one of com-
plete cooperation with us.

Qur great trouble here, as I have indicated before, as
to Argentina is this: The Farrell orowd, hear Chile, and
much concerned about her, are constantly having prepared
articles rather cleverly free from outer malice, written
more in sorrow than in anger, showing that Argentina 1s mere-
ly misunderstood and that all theee misunderstandings can be
wiped out by a spirit of mutual conciliation. They are
singularly free from attacks on ue. Theese are turned over
to the AP and the UP and sent cver South America, I presume.
Certainly they are sent here and published with all the other
news despatches of the two Assoclatlions. I have no doubt
the press assoclations have to send these out.

Now we cannot prepare answers and counter-propaganda
here at the Embasey and take it to the press and ask for

publication
The Honorable

Cordell Hull,

Seoretary of State
Washington, D. 8.
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publication because under all the circumstances this would
seem like pressure. The only way I know to counteract this
Argentine stuff would be through the preparation of our own
material in Washington and to have this turned over to the
AP and UP with the request made strong that it be sent to
South America. I hope thie can be done.

We managed the taking of Paris magnificently. The ef-
fect here maglcal. Everyone is loud in pralse of our action
in arranging for the French to "take" Paris. That éay I at-
tended a dinner for Fernéndez given by the Czeckoslovakian
Minister and from all quarters, from the French narticularly,
and the Chileans, I was overwhelmed with congratulations for
our action, everyone making it clear, including the Foreign
Minister, that they understood that we had, with Patton's
army, actually made the fall of Paris inevitable and purposely
arranged for the French to have the credit. "It was a stroke
of genlus", Fernandez sald, "that after the Cermen invader had
trampled on Paris so long, the American, liberating her, did
not march into the city but arranged for the French to give
the final blow".

Warmest regards.

Sincerely,



Chile Aot den
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Santiago, August 30, 1944,

Dear Mr. President:

I am enclosing copy of a letter to
Secretary Hull giving my impressions of
Marcial Mora, the new Chilean Ambassador,
on the theory that it may be advantageous
to you in your first conversation with him.

Sincerely yours,

Lppiets HA ez ¢4

Enclosure:
Copy of letter, as stated.

The Honorable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.



Sant iago, August 30, 1944,

Dear Mr. Secretary:

8ince Marcial Mora leaves here September 11 to as-
sume hie duties as Ambassador in Washington, 1t oeccurs to
me that it may be advantageous to you to have my impres-
sion of the man. He 1s a gentleman of considerable polish,
always courteoue and instinctively friendly. He i1s an able
and successful lawyer, and at one time was President of the
Central Bank of Chile. He was Minlster of Foreign Affairs
during my time here and this was in the first stages of the
war and before we were directly involved. He did not at
that time impress me as understanding the significance of
the struggle or the danger that Chile and South America might
easily be drawn in. I found him invariably friendly, but I
414 not have an exalted impression of him at that time.

Later, after Pearl Harbor, he was president of the
Radical Party, the first and most important party of the
Government coalition. He was very popular with hles party
and was looked upon as headed toward higher honors, possibly
the Presidency of the Republic. About thle time, a great
change came over him. He became an ardent supporter of the
Allied cause and very inslstent on a rupture with the Axle
during the period when Barros Jarpa, as Minister of Forelgn
Affairs, was stubbornly, and through devious and dishonest
misrepresentations to President Rfos, fighting for the con-
tinuation of relations with our enemies. Marclial Mora chal-
lenged the position of the Minleter and attacked his poliey
openly and with vigor. When the directors of the Radical
Party passed a resolution apnroving the pollcy of Barroe Jarpa,
Mora instantly resigned on that igsue. He was lmportuned by
his party to retain the presidency, but he refused.

It was then that he conceived the idea of organizing
the overwhelming but inarticulate majority favoring democracy,
and using them as a battering ram againet the enemles of
rupture. Thie organization, which reached into every nook
and corner of the country, was the only organized and directed
movement for the breaking of relations. It became a power. It
organized numerous great mass meetings demanding rupture. He
alwaye spoke and struck from the shoulder. Many of hls erst-
while friends of the aristocracy and business became his

The Honorable enemles.
Cordell Hull,

8
C Fashington, bat.’
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enemies, He infuriated Barroe Jarpa, and annoyed the
President by hie militancy and outspokenness. But he
never wavered, but inteneified his activities. When
Barros Jarpa went, and the President came to realize
the nature of the struggle across the sea, he was re-
stored to the favor of the President and his appoint-
ment to Washington comes as & result.

You will find him anxious, I am sure, to follow
our line, His speeches at various functions given in
his honor since his appointment have been fighting
democratic speeches. He has a profound admiration for
Roosevelt and Hull, and this I know to be sincere.

We have Just had another 1llustration of the fact
that Chlle is the strongest functioning democracy in South
America. A senatorlal vacancy having occurred, former
President Alessandri, aged 74, but vigorous, was nominated
by the Rightests, and Rios, taking thie as a challenge, had
del Pedregal, known to you, and a forceful speaker and
strong character, run against him. The fight was sensa-
tional and attracted more interest than the last presldentlial
election. It was bitterly contested but decently fought.
The polls closed at 4, At &, the election of Alessandri
was known. And immediately del Pedregal went to Alessandri's
headquarters in Talca to congratulate him warmly, and they
embraced. Alessandrl telegraphed President Rios thanking
him for protecting the dignity of the polls and for the per-
fect management by the authoritles resulting in the voting
in the most serene atmosphere, and saying that this was in
keeping with the democratic traditions of the country. Presi-
dent EEI! replied, thanking him, and saying that the elec-
tion was proof of the inherent democracy of the Chilean
people, and congratulating Alessandri on his election.

While Alessandrl was elected, the American press con-
clusion that this is an indication of the Awindling popularity
of Rios, is untrue. This district is naturally Rightest and
Alessandri's maJority was much smaller than that of the last
election. 1In fact, the fight of del Pedregal has ralsed him
to a commanding helight as a probable presidential candidate.

I am sending coples of this letter to Stettinius and
the President, since they may want to have some sldelight on
Mora before he arrives.

Sincerely,



Santlago, BSeptember P21,

Dear Mr. President:

I enclose as of possible interest,
a letter to Mr. Hull concerning the visit
to Chile of General George Brett. He made
a profound impreselon, and seemed to me
meticulously correct in everything he did.
He wee received with genuine enthusiasm. He
dld so well I think you should know it for
the record.

Warmest regards.

Sincerely, E Y

Enclosure:
Copy of letter, as stated,

The Honoragble
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.

1544,



Santlago, September 21, 134k,

Dear Mr., Secretary:

General Ceorge Brett, accompanied by CGeneral Luther
Smith, who came with about 730 othere to represent the United
States in the celebration of Chilean independence, left this
morning after five days of hectic activity. They were re-
ceived with unusual enthusiaem and made a profound ilmpression,
particularly or the military forces here., A full report on
the activities of the misslion will be sent to the Denartment.

The General, who ie very popular here with the armed
forces, and thoroughly appreclated, handled himself magnificiently
in all his conversations with military and political leaders.
After luncheon 1 gave for the miseion, when I had ae guests
the President, the Ministere of Foreign Affaire, of the Interior
and of National Defense, and the ranking officers of the Army
and Navy, General Brett had sn hour's conversaticn in my library
with Fernéndez and the Minister of Defense. The thing that
rankles here, as was developed in the conversation, is that we
have apparently furnished more army ecuipment to Peru, than to
Chile. Fernéndez went iftc the uncuestionable difference as to
real democracy between Chile and Feru, talked very frankly and
confidentlally of the agitation by demagogues in Peru against
Chile, thus creating a war spirit, and he could not understand
the advantage given., He dld not ask for more equipment than 1a

iven to Peru, but in view of the agitation in both Peru snd

olivia against Chile, threstening a poesible concerted attack,
he did feel that the one Democracy among the three should have
ae much as elther of the cthers that cannot be described as
real democracies. The General told him that the military mis-
elon of the Peruvians in Washington wae very inslistent and sg-
gressive and that the misslon from Chile was lese so, but im-
plied that General Smith, as head of the Commission for a study
of the various missions, could make possible an equalization.
I was rather astonished to hear of the aggressive demands of
Peru since I had been given the impression that Chile was a bit
resented because she was 80 demanding. The Generasl was very
cautioue and made it clear that some of the matters brought up
were not within hie authority and that they should be handled
through diplomatic channels. I thought he showed perfect Judg-
ment, taet, and handled himself splendidly.

Never,
The Honorable
Cordell Hull,
Secretary of State,
Waehington, D. C.



Never, I think has any similar miselon been received
with such enthuslasm. GCeneral Brett was anhonor guest at
two dinners given by the President, and another by the armed
forces. The acclaim with which he was received caused us all
gsome glight embarrassment because a smaller Mexlcan misslon,
headed by Ceneral Henriquez, was here to represent Mexico, and
1t was rather overshadowed. However, we were aselduous in our
attentions to the Mexican. I had him and the Mexican Ambas-
sador at my lunch, and lnvited the Mexican to stand 1in the
receiving line at my reception. I do not think there was the
slightest feeling, and, at any rate, we could not help it if
the Chlleans were more effusive to our people.

I wae very much impressed,too, by the popular reactlon
to Brett's visit. On the morning he lald a wreath at the
monument af O'Hiﬁginu, the plaza was packed with a surging
throng shouting "Long live the United States", "Long live
democracy", making the V sign. I have attended many gimilar
wreath leyings and usually less than a hundred curious loungers
appear. And the press of Santlago spread itself on the publicity
of the vieit. I think we can be proud of Brett.

Warmeet regards.

Sincerely,
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Santiago, October 2, 194k,
ir. P H
Lear Nr regident gfﬁ?ﬁ

Your ringing denunciation of the Nazl regime in
Argentina has delighted our friends, bt~ I think you
BIEUIA Enow something about the means that have been
taken to weaken lts effect in the other Americzn natlons.
The very morning your statement was conepicuously pub-
1ished on the front page of all papers here, there &ap-
peared a long, laboriously wrought article from London
gsent out by Reutere to the effect that your statement
had bee ondon with "surprise and sorrow ,
8in rgentina had Just given such abundant proof of

e utter devotion to the casuse of the United Natlons.

In today'e (Sunday) El Mercurio, appear, through
Heuters, numerous extracts from editoriale of English
papers along the same line, one strangely enough from

the Manchester Guardian, another from the Yorkshire organ
of Eden. Along with thie, articles sent by the AP from
Buenog Alres gquoting with gusto the two most notorlous
Nazi papers there, with nothing to lndicate thelr char-
acter.,

In conversation with the British Ambagsador, he
d1d not so much as mention your statement, until I did,
and he was 8o reserved that he practically sald nothing.
Meanwhile, the English colony here is decldedly pro-
Argentinian on the lssue.

I found the Canadian Ambassador, who is really our
friend, very much confused. He agrees with our feeling
but hae fallen for the propagande that these attacks on
Argentina'e Nazl government may tend to draw all Argen-
tinians around 1t; and when I asked 1f that explained
why, on the liberation of Parlg two hundred thoueand
people defied the Government end marched through the
streets shouting for the United States, the United Na-
tions, for democracy and against Fasciem and Farrell, he
did not know what to say.

'y
The Honorable
Frenklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.
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The three most dameging features of the Argentine
propeganda are:

(1) That thie ie merely & controversy between
the United States ond Argentina and the other American
natlone are mere spectators.

(2) That there 1s a cleavage between the United
States and England; and our deniasls, such ae your
statement, are overshadowed by the inveriable food
of editorlals and articles from London strongly defend-
ing the Argentinians and treatlng the lssue ag one
merely between us and Argentina, in which we are wrong.
These are sent by Reutere instantly to South America.

I wonder if they are sent to the States?

(2) That the attacks on Argentina tend to rally
all the democrate of that country around the Nazi
Government as a matter of national pride.

As to the firet, I have urged on the Department
that at Hull's press conference a correspondent be in-
epired to comment on thie conception and ask for the
Secretary'e comment: and that he then give out & state-
ment based on the agreemente among the American nations
and pin 1t down emphatically that the controversy is
between the Argentine Nazi Government and the American
Republics and the United Nations, and that the AP and
UP be asked to send it in full to South America. Mr.
Hull touched on this afterwards, but in only a sentence
which came in the mlddle of other things, so it was
scarcely noticed in the press, I still think this very
important.

As to the second, Churchill sghould give out a
stronger declaration than has yet been given, and at
thls time.

Washington 1s 8o preoccupied with the war across

the sea that I doubt if it realizes jJust what ie taking
place in South America, if the continent ies to be Judged
by Chile. After the rupture, the Germans, the Faeciets
and the Spanish Falangists took to cover and for a time
there was little anti-Americen propagonda, Now all these
forces have rallied with an intensified hate and renewed
thelr bitter attacks agalnet us by waving the Argentine
flag. Nothing could be clearer than that the Nazie and
Fasclets have taken up where they left off at the time

of the rupture. There is money behind the crusade; there
is orgenlzation; there ie inspiration and brezen direction
from Argentina; and we face today, in Chile, precieely the

same




.

same forcee that fell with the rupture. It may be

even more vicloue, for many who did not dare openly

to support Germany, are now supporting Argentina, the
dear and cherished neighbor. Pins with the Chilean

and Argentine flags croseed are distributed for wear-
ing; chaln letters to "patriots" glorifying Argentina
and calling on "patriots" to rally to the Nazl regime

to prevent the Yankees from reducing them to "glavery",
are belng sent out with ten etampe to cover the postage
on the copled screed; and Argentline agents and propagan-—
diste are appearing here and in Peru anc presumaebly else-
where.,

Now that Fasclem 1s about beaten in Europe, the
big drive 1s on in South America to plant it here, and
I thought you might want to know how it 1is working.

Sincerely yours,

Loty Ulocoe

x303
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Santiago, October 3, 1944,

Dear Mr. President:

Apropos of the obeservations some-
timee heard that there was no intimation
of an attack by Japan before she etruck,
I find in the files the two enclosed tele-
gramé I sent to Washington on December 2
and December 5, which are not without interest.

Sincerely yours,

Crceeerts ¥reer< G

Enclosures:
Paraphrase of telegrams,
as stated.

The Honorable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The Whit e House,
Washington, D. C.



PARAPHRASE December 2, 1941, 6 p.m.

I have been told by Rossetti that the Minister
of Japan has requested the privilege for the Japanese in
Panama to come to Chlle because war ie almost inevitable,
Immediate rejection was made of the request and the
Chilean Consul and the Chilean Minister in Panamé were
sent telegraphic instructione not to iesue visae. Rossettl
says all Japanese in Chlle have been placed under constant
and close cbservation. He also statee that all precautions
have been taken sgalnet posslble sabotage by our enemies
of the mines and the rallroades connecting them with the
coast.

I suggest & telegram from yourself or the Secretary,
expreseing appreciation to Roseetti for the deswpatch with
vwhich mattere concerning the two Covernments have been
attended to would have a most salutary effect.

CONFIDENTIAL - UNDER SECRETARY. (No.671)

BOWZRS



PARAPHRASE

December § 1941

I am informed by Rossettl that yesterday,
the German Ambasesdor reinforced the request made
by the Japanesge Minister that the Japanese in
Panamé be given permission to come here and thet
an instant refusal was given, The Minister warned
that other natlione will be approached, notably Peru,
and requests that he be informed of any such develop-
mente 1in the nelighboring nations.

For the Under Secretary - Confidential.

(No. 697)
BOWERS
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Lhe Depurtaent that Chile would maiatein o comuon
front with us, the faet is that Vore very stroagly
argued for o consideraticn of the argentine matter
as the first item on the ageala of a meeting of
Hinisters and weat so fer as to put his ldess dowa
in & memorenduws to the Department. Fortunately,
your discussion with Fernanden produced a different
official view, and your regceat telegrens have beeh
very helpfule

Very sineersly jyours,

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELE

e Claude G. Howers
smerican imbassador,
Santiago, Chile.

!
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Santiago, November g, 1944,

Dear Mr. President:

Warmest congratulatlions. My greatest Joy, after
that of your triumph, was in the reelection of Bob
Wagner and Joe Guffey's succeseful leadership again in
Pennsylvanla. I have just written Joe that he 1g ae
one of Jackeonian group composed of Amos Kendall and
Frank Blair and others, who constituted the shock troops
of 0ld Hickory and I know he will like the comparison.
It ie a true one too.

Dr. Santos asked me to fix my dinner for him on
election night since he wished to get election returns
under our flag. I had forty diplomats and senators,
and the reception on the radio was perfect and the UP
and AP sent bulletins at frequent intervals. It was
like a Jolliflcation meeting of our own people after
an electlon at home.

The Acting President gave out an interview which
I sent the Department for tranemission to you. It struck
me as very strong. I am encloeing a copy of a telegram
signed by numerous Senatore of all parties, headed by
the Conservative President of the Senate. Senator Guzméan
spoke on your election the next day in the Senate. Last
night, at a dinner at the Moneda given by the Acting
President for Santos, both Ferndndez and Santos spoke
of your election as a triumph for democracy and an en-
lightened international policy. Guzmén brought me the
telegram and told me that Arturo Alesesandri asked to
be excused from signing; only another i1llustration of
the fact that he is at heart anti-American. Of course
he fought rupture and ie fighting for Argentina. We are
very good frlends and he ineiste on his devotion to us,
but alwaye with the inslnuating reservation "but we
won't be vassals", which tells the tale.

Perhaga
The Honorable

Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House,
Washington,D.C.
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Perhaps our position on the Argentine proposal
will be announced before thies reaches you. Fernéndez
and Chlile have acted in the most impeccable manner on
this problem. He has made a suggestion to the Depart-
ment, through me, which impresses me as statesmanlike.
The fact 1s that the South American nations have been
eager for a conference of Forelgn Minlisters on post-war
and peace plans, and when Argentine made her proposal
moet of them Jjumped to 1ts approval since thls appeared
to open the way. I have kept the Department informed
for some tlme of this feeling and I am not surprised at
the reaction to the Argentine proposal. Fernandez pro-
poses & plan which he thinks would cut the ground from
under the Argentinilans.

I have read with amazement Franco's request that
Fascilet Spain shall sit in on the Peace Congress. Why
not Hitler? And even Mussolinl might be able to drag
himeelf to the table to give sdvice. Vansittart has
made the only poseible observation. What the diplomacy
of democratic nations needs more than anything else to-
day is more Vansittarts and fewer Hoares.

That ride in the rain was a stunning answer to the
attempt to convince the people of your enfeebled condi-
tion. It was good democratlc weather.

Warmest regards.

Sincerely, Ww

Enclosure:
Copy of telegram, as stated.




Accept cur fervent congratulationa at the
North American people's confirmetion, in your
triumph, of ite faith in Demoecracy, in the
principieu upheld by yourself and the leaders
of the Allled countries, in the definitive
victory of liberty and in the consolidation
of your desire for Pan American Good Neighborhood,
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

November 21, 1944

MENORANDUN FOR THE PRESIDENT

With reference to ycur memorandum of
November 15, 1544 enclocsing a letter from
Ambassador Bowers, there l1s attached a sug-

gested reply for your signature if you

approve, e 7,/

Enclosures: ] ,

|
l. Letter fron AWmbassador
Bowers, dated-November 9,
1944,
2+ Sugrested reply to
Ambagasedor Dowers,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Novembar 15, 1944.

MTAMORALDUM FOR

THT UND™R SECRFTAPY OF STATE

To prepare reply.

I?‘ D. H.

Letter to the President from Hon. Claude
G. Bowers, Santiamo, Chile, Nov. 9, 1944,
exnressing congratilations and giving Chile
situatton in re argentina matters, efc.
Fnclosed cony of telesram signed by many
Senators of all narties, headed by the Conserva-
tive Prasident of the Senate, extendineg con-
gratulations to the fresident.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
December 8, 1844.

MEKORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY
FOR XY SIGNATURE.

r' n. n.

Ltr. of 12/2/44 from Hon. Claude G. Bowers,
santiago, Chile; re liquidation of Axis
firms and enterprises in Chile.
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Decesber 16, 1544

Dear Claude:

Thank you for your letter of Decesver 2,

concerning the liquidation of Axis firms in
Chile,

dth all good wishes,
m;m‘

ol



DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

December 14, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Letter to Ambassador Bowers.

With reference to your memorandum of
December 8, 1944 enclosing a letter from
Ambassador Bowers, there is attached a
suggested reply for your signature if you —

approve,

Enclosures:

1. Letter from Ambassador
Bowers, dated December 2,
1944.

2. Suggested reply to
Ambassador Bowers.
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\ DEPARTMENT OF STATE
) WASHINGTON

December 12, 1944

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT

Attached i1s a personal letter from Claude Bowers
to you in 1941,

At that time there was a question of the British
attitude towards the Fasclst Government of Spain. This
was In May of 1941 and it all got washed up in June
of 1941 when the Germans attacked the Soviet Union.

I presume it belongs in your files.

Faithfully yours,

GSoty Dot

-/



Santiapgo lay £68,I941
Dear Mr Fresident:-
Your letter explanitory of the Import-Export Benk proposition

,8propos the credit to the Bank of Chile to take care of exchange ,worked magic in
instantly satisfying the Government people here that no offence could possibly be
taken, I geve the linister of Foreign Affairs and the Fresident the substsnce of what
you wrote and both were not only satisfied but much pleased. So that iz that,

I am sending this letter very confidentially since 1t relates to a most

'u--"-'-"l-.-
delicate matter . Some time ago & Ceptain Wilson.,an Englishman ,educeted at Cambridge,
and a member of the Lebor party in En.glanﬂl‘lhu flew for the loyslists in Spein and
then ceme here lwrgtg an article for a peper here which was most eritical of the
Tory party and of the nobility ,though complimentary enough about Churchill. He
cate to See me end he impressed me as a rather intense young man of intelligence who
was prone in his partisenship to be unfalr even to Chamberlsin--if that is possible,
Later he wished to go to the United States for a few days only on what he

deseribed as & business trip ,end he intimeted that he would probably want to ses
some one in the Staete Department. He hud no Eritish pasgport end the Eritish Embassy
not only refused to give him one,but was very mctive =and bitter in denouncing him to
us. it first I ascribed this to the fact that the Embassy personnel here is very much
of the Chemberlein appessement school ,and that this mans fiehtine {n Spoain when
the Chemberlein Government was extending itself to help the totelitarien combination
win in Sphin. was most offensive.
We told him that we could not give him a vise unless he had a passport end an essurence

that he could return here. This leatter permission he received by met of the President



of the Republie,
Later still,ths llexicun imbassador told ms at & cocktall party that he had seen this
chep who made & good impression on him as & young enthusiast with judgement none too
good .Later st{ll he told me he was puzzled about the fellow, He szid he had i{n his
possession certeln startling pepers on the stationary of the British Embessy which,
he,the Vexican,had been permited to examine, He thought I should see these papers.
When Wilson sew me next I told him I would like to see them and sugrested that he
fix 2 time when he could bring them., He sald he would not think of teking them out
of his house ,but that I could see them if I went to his. I 444 not care much for
that and consulted the lMexican who saijy he had been compelled to go to this mans
bhouse Whigh i1s not far from the Hexlcen Embassy ,but he had thoupht it over since
and regretted going .He wondered if the young fellow,hard up,hed been téken on as a
Hazi agent ,end he thought it pssible that in that event = hidden photographer nay
WALl Ty e 1L ecanaobaasy wnff L.

have taken his pleture entering the pouse. The Ambassador sugrested that I try to pst
Wilson to bring me copies of the papers. Er I would then show him the coples he would
tell me whether these were the papers he had seen on Embassy stetionary., I made an
sxcuse for not going to the house and Wilson brought me the coples which I inclose --
the very coples that were brought to me, The Ambassador says they are actusl coples of
the originals he had in his handsf
The thing is startling and so delicate that I have not mentioned the pepers to any
one in the Embasay apd I think it best not to send them to the Stéte Department since
I think it just as well to have nothing of the sort in the archives there,

You will note that it involves Halifax Hoare and 5ir Cherles Orde the Ambesssdor
now here . Also Gustavo Ross the reactiinary Chileam in voluntary exile in E.A.
If it is all & fixed-up fake it is cleverly done in some reepects., There is no doubt
whetever that the British Embassy here is not friemdly to this liberal Covernment
and that it was all for Hoss in the presidentisl election the latter lost . I hed

heard too from quarters I trust that when Lord Willingdon of the iilssion was in D.A.

before coming here that he had conferences with Hoss there. That entire mission was



cu;poaud of big industrialists and bankers of the Tory party who were supporters of
the Chamberlain poliey. You will note that Ross is addressed as "ur Fresidentn,

I'hds seems & bit far fetched , You will note too thet for some strange reason there
are no dates to these cormunicetions, It would be interesting to know whether the
Eritish Ambassedor has been 111 since Ordes letter refers to & "guick recovery",

and of course it is possible that the stationary which the Mexican ambsssador says
unquestionably is that of the Embassy with the long slender elveope "In his Eritenic
Lajesty's Service™ ,was stolen, Wilson says these papers were picked up in B.A. but he
refuses to tell how they were teken,

The Lr Jackson referred to in the alleged Urde letter is the man from the Bauk of
London here,now in jail,for freuds with the exchange board. It is interssting to note
that the attorney for the Bank is a notorious Nazi .I expressed some amezement to

Urde about this one dey end he said he could not understand why the Dank hed such a
mon a8 legel advisor.

If this fellow is a Nazi agent the clear intent is to destroy faith in Britein as far
8s 1%s interest in liberal end democratye government iz concerned ,There is just
encugh back ground covering five years to pive color to this theory .

1 heve thought it best to keep all this entirely to myself and to send {t to you salone,
You will know whether there is enything in the existing situation to pive the slightest
color of reality to these papers, Of course there ialnv wnn‘ﬂ strong totalitarien
group in England before the war began ,and the mysterious vi=it of Hess ostensibly to
Sce & man who was close to’ir not urfthis gmmuhis a bit disturbing. You may hawe

4 heard confidentially from Churchill the true story of Hess. lio one doubts Churchill,
“evin,kden ,Duff Cooper or Sineclasir or any one in the Iritish Government in Londonm,

Hut after considerable deliberation with myself I am convineed that ¥you and you only

should have these coples .The lexican ambsssador is air tight on the subjeet ang

he says he has mentioned the pepers %o me alone .You ean lock them over,consider them
in the remote event that you have other informstion of a similerly disturbing nature,
and then burn them.

Ceners]l Esoudero spent some time alone st my house the other day.He says that in the
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South of Chile,the hot bed of the Nazis and the center of the Cerman element  there
{s no longer the familier mingling of Chilesns and Cermans ,and that the two are in
two groups now,the Chileans of course in the ms jority. The Forelgn ldnister told me
Saturday that the situation in that region is being constantly watehed "not only by
the police but by the army". Schneke ls coming alone to my house this evening and I
shall get his viewa.
One thing is certain,the sblest and the most outspokem champion of our poliey in
the public 1life of Chile is Schnake. Yesterday a leading Conservative Senator sald to
me at a cocktail perty at the Argentine Embessy:" We owe a great deal to the United
States forxgs what it has done with Schneke", He added that Schneke 1is a much abler
mén than any other in the Covernment perties, He is meking & vigorous Tight agelinst
the comminis®s and is preparing to meke a similar fight against the Nazis. He has
forced the timid politicians of the Hedicel party on the communist combinetion and he
mey put some ginger into the Government in dealing with the Nazis.

Everyons here is on tip-toe for the Thursday speech you make.
The dismel succession of Germsn vietories,in the Belkans, in Crete,and with the
sinking of ths "Hood" is having a bad effect in South America in thetv more &rg
thinking now that Sritein cemnot win and thet South Americe had best make economie
arrangements with Germany. I do not hear this but I sense it. It is not that the
South Americans like the idea but that they fear for their future.

#ith wermest regards,

Sincerely,

Hon.Franklin D.Hoosevelt Lo role M

The White House.



(fioina de Frensa Alindn

Striotly confidential.

8ir,

We have xmmmiwm® arranged dispatch United States the full report
of the situation in thie country.
IXYEENEE

FHRITEEEY have mentioned the necessity infarming the Washington
State dept and for thie reason we have agreed with your resolution,

Aotivities are going on emcertionally well.We have received the f
following sum of $2000,000 from the above mentioned persons.It is be
ing utilised intelligently according to instructions of Lord Hnlifax

We are eager to have your confirmation with reference to the sum
mentioned by His Excellency Presidenr Ross which will fortify our
depoeits here.

Avaiting your Detsmils
Yours Obedient Servant

Frees Attache

His Majestys Military Attache in B.A.



British embacey

Santiago

Hie Majestys Ambaecsador in B.A.

81z,

His ®xcellency Sir Charles Orde begs to imform you of the followin
resolution adopted at the last meeting herxe.

81ir Charles tnkes this orrortunity in wishing your %xcellency

a quick recovery.

RESOLUTION AFPROVED OF AT THF "BRITISH FASCIST OVERSEAS UNION"

"That His Majestys smbaseador in South America utilise the Spanish

Government Diplomatie Coryp for all political matters and orders"

The following resolution was diepmtched to Spain.

"On behalf of the British Fascist Oversess Union we convey our whole-

hearted suprort and loyslty to your Excellenecy Sir Samuel Hoare"

His Excellentoy will communicate at & later date.

Ll



BRITISH FME‘'3B5%
SAUTIAGC

My Dear President Roes,
I have received inetructions from Lord

Halifax for y~u.

In the event of your renuirdng sssidance
H.M. Bmbssst in B.A will be at your disposal,

We have arranged all the necessary arrangements
and we hope to stop thie political work soon.

Mxr Jackson will receive "fresh instruotions.

It is adv‘sable you communicate with General
Herrera today and notify our Militery attache immedintely.

Youre Bincersly.

Charles Orde

This letter was discovered in B.A.
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December 20, 194L.

I wes interested in shat you had to tell me regard-
ing Fernandes' decision to go along with us on the
Argentine question. I realize thet the problem for
Chile has, an you suy, been & more difficult one because

lyﬁi:u‘:wmh:abutﬂmtmtlhﬂd;
heve been set at rest for the new Ambasssdor of the
Provisional French Government is Hemri DBonnet, who is
nhbdufqﬁihadiﬂmtﬂnthwfﬂ-m.nlmt,
hmmmrmmm-umum.
Henrl Bonnet was in this country =t the time of our
invasion of North Afries and wes subsequently Commis—
sloner for Information in Alglers.

The Honoruble
Clsude G. Bowers,
dzerican Ambasssdor,
Santisgo.

o
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I hope you arranged to see that Batists got
mr-rulmtIWI'mmmt

Fith 81l good wishes,
Very sincerely yours,
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE

WASHINGTOMN

December 15, 194

MEMORANDUM OR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Ambassador Bowers.

As requested in your memorandum of Decem-
ber 4 I have prepared a suggested reply for your
signature to Ambassador Bowers which I enclose
herewith.

I am also returning Ambassador Bowers!
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letter to you.

Enclosures:

1. ¥rom Ambassador Bowers
to the President, Noven-
ber 20,

2. Buggested reply.

DECLASSIFTED
Bate Deps Lecter, 11172

B & Shes puy,. FEB 4 872



Santiago, November 20, 1GU4lL,

Dear Mr. President:

In compliance with instructions from the Depart-
ment, I am sending Secretary Hull a note placing my
resignation at your diespoesal to the end that you have
the usual freedom of action in a posslble reorganization
of the diplomatic corpe in the new administration.

Thus far Fernandez has acted with courage, and in
gccord with us, regarding the Argentine proposal that s
conference of Foreign Ministers be called to hear her
defense of her untenable position, He feels, as do all
the Foreign Ministers, that there must be a conference
to consider post-war and peace problems, and belleves
that the favorable reaction of so many countrles to the
Argentine provosal, as expresgsed in thelr press, if not
by thelr Minieters, was due entirely to the belief that
thie offered an opportunity for the more important confer-
ence desired by them., The fact that we have acquiesed in
the 1dea that a conference on post-war problems and the
peace he thinks has had an excellent effect.

I hope it 1is realized that 1t requires more couresge
for Chile to take a stand againset the Argentine proposa
than for any other country, because of her unfortunate
recognition of the present regime at Buenos Alres.
Fernandez assures me that he wishes to act in complete
conformity with our position. He has not, and will not,
reply to the Pan American Union or Argentina, or to the
Mexican note until he knowe precisely what our position
will be, since he planes to make his reply harmonlize with
ourse. He agrees with me that if, in the event of a
conference of Ministers on post-war matters, 1t 1s decided
to admit Argentina to make her statement, this should be
done, not in the beginning of the conference, but at the
cloese, unless in the meanwhlle the Argentinians comply in
every respect with its commitments at Rlio. This, I know,

ie

The Honorgble
Franklin D. Rooesevelt,

The White House,
Washington, D.C.
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ie hie poeltion and since he has reiterated it to me
eince he has discussed the matter with President R{oe
and the Acting President, I am hopeful that he will

not be overruled. Meanwhile, desnite an organized pro-
Nazl campaign to force the return of the Chilean Ambas-
sador to Buenos Aires, he remains in Chile and I hear he
will never be sent back. However, this man is waging a
subterranean campalgn and former President Alessandri is
eald to be with him. Incidentally, he 1is campalgning
against me as responsible for his retention here - which ie
only true in part, since Ferndndez has no confidence in
him,

I have just had the shock of my life in the News
Digest of the Department of November 14 which says that
the insufferable pro-Hitler collaborator, Bonnet, 1s to
be sent as French Ambassador to Washington., In view of
hls notoriously pro-German policy as Foreign Minister,
hls brazen deceptions of his colleagues in the Ministry,
all eet forth in some detall in numerous books from
Pertinax down, his appointment seems so incredible that
I wonder 1f another Bonnet is meant. I observed thie
man's actlons closely when in France during the Spanish
war and in my opinion he, after Laval, wae the most in-
famous of the betrayers of France. I recall, too, Cordell
Hullls statement to me in private conversation to the ef-
fect that bhe man 1s notorlously crooked. Weak and stupid
ag he was, even Daladier looked upon him with contempt. I
hope the News Digest 1s entirely WI'Ong.

Batlsta comes this week and we are in for another
cavalcade of dinners and I am giving one. Have you heard
the story about him when in the States? He left his
Minlster, Martinez, in Washington to grapnle with the
sugar agreement while he toured. In one town at a party
he was plled with martinie until he realized he had had
too many. He thought of dropping out of a dinner to fol-
low. At the table a page approached to tell him there
was a call from Martinez, on the 'phone. "No martinis",
he eald. The boy tried again. "No, no, no more martinis".
The boy reported to his boss end was told the call was
important and that he had to make Batista understand. He
returned., "Damn it, damn it, I said, I want no more
martinis",

Warmest regards.

Sincerely, i i 7
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

COnPeDNGRY,

Becember 26, 1944.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY
FOR MY SIGNATURE.

Fi D- R-

Letter to the President from

Ambassador Bowers, dated Deceumber 12,
1944, re Chile ddclaring war on Japan.

DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Archivist of the U.S.

FEB 4 1972

By W. J. Stewart Date
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Dear Claudes

I have read with intsrest your December 1:
letter describing the conversations you and Mr. ®right
had with President Rios and Foreign Minister Fernandes
upon the occraion of Mr. Wright's visit to Chile. It
is of course important in their owm interest that Chile
and the other comtries concerned take the step in
question. It is wnfortunate thet this was not done
when relations were broken with the Axis when, =5 you
indicate, the step could easily have been taken. We
werae very glad to suggest that Chile might wish te
toke the initiative In this matter and to give her a
reasonable perio! in which to prepare for this.
However, the sands of time are rumning and «s you were
told in » telegram this week, we feel that we cunnot
further delay approaching the other countries concerned
although we still wery much hope that Chile will see
her way clear to take the inftistive.

With best wishes,
Sincerely yours,

KLIN D. BOUSEVEERT
The Honorable
Claude G. Bowera,
Americun Ambassador,

Suntisge.

DECLABSTFTED
State Dept. Letter, 11172

By J. Schauble ]Jmum_. 4 19?2
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Jamary 2, 1945

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECARTARY OF STATE:

The President has 2igned the letter
to Ambassador Bowers which Jou submitted with
your memorandum of December thirtieth, It is
being retumed to you herewith for trans-
mittal,

M. Co LATTA
Exscutive Clerk



DECLASSTFID,

Cexcepl st Farl'f*'*’}!, )
Pub lished lpitesometotly in

Foraign Relstions of the !nited Stetes, 19, ¥

Yol, 7,
Page(s) 6 7~ 6 FF

Dear Mr. President:

I understand you personally are much interested in
the matter which brought Wright here with a confidential
message to me regarding a declaration of war. The in-
structions were that the utmost care should be taken not
to create the impression that pressure was belng exerted,
or even that a request was being made, but to make 1t
clear that we were merely setting forth poesible contin-
bencies a8 to the future which are of concern to Chile
and to us. That was done with a metliculous regard for
the inetructions and that 1g thoroughly understood by
both Rios and Fernandez.

It is unfortunate that war agalnet Japan was not de-
clared at the time of the rupture but at that time the
Department did not encourage but rather discouraged such
steps as being meaningless and poesibly embarrassing to
us. It could easlly have been declared at that time.

The embarrassment now lies in the fact that nothlng
new has developed on which to predicate a declaratlon of
war after a year and a half, and yet such a declaration
would have to be explained to the Senate which would have
to be consulted. Fernédndez unquestionably is right in
gaying that without a pretext the Government would be at-
tacked in the Senate by 1ts enemies and demagogues like
Alessandri would make the most of it. And the time 1s
inoportune because party feeling momentarily 1s high be-
cause of the congressional electlons in early March.

I sat beside Rios at & luncheon for General Dunham
in Vifta Thursday and he made it clear that he wishes 1o
comply and will earnestly seek a pretext or golution. On
Sunday in the garden of the Governor, at Vifia, I had
forty minutes with him alone on that sub Ject and otheres,
and that afternoon in the President's summer palace 1n
Vifia, Wright and I had an hour with him and Fernandez.
Both keenly appreciate the fact that we come firet to
Chile; both made 1t crystal glear that they see the ad-
vantage and will seek a solution. When 1t was suggested

that
The Honorable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House,
Washington,D.C.
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that 1t would be sufficient if Chile declare that she con-
glders herself legally in a state of belligerency with Japan,
both perked up, exchanged glances which indicated relief, and
Rioe thought it might be done without inviting attack since

he had said publicly before rupture that rupture was equivalent
to a declaration of war, With this statement before them, the
“enate voted for rupture. I think Rfoe and Fernéndez will
make the most of this 1in informal conversations with senators
who will not know that the idea originates with us, but will
be given the impresszion that 1t originates with Chile because
of a fear that her position will not be etrong enough in the
poet war conferences.

I feel strongly that we should be patlient while they
seek a way out that cannot be plausibly attacked. The Rios
regimé is under political attack now because —

(1) 8he 414 bresk with the Axis.

(2) She is moving with more vigor than apywhere -
else in the liguidation of the German bank,
insurance company and many Ferman firms.

(3) She did accept our position as to Argentina,
taking our three points.

(4) She has just agreed to establish diplomatic
relations with Rusels.

These array some powerful factors againet the Administra-
tion at the beginning of & campaign. It is not timely to in-
elst at this moment. Our enemies are with the opposition. How-
ever, I shall talk with Fernidndez freguently without pressing
him in any way.

Every democrat approved Stettinius' statement as to
the ltallian situation. It wae Just too bad that the morn-
ing after Eden told the Commons that 8forza would not be
tolerated because he was attacking Bonomi, that Bonomi lifted
an incredulous eyebrow to inquire "Who told you that? He 1is
a very close friend and has not attacked me", After all, our
boys are not in Europe fighting and dying to make the world
safe for the House of Bavoy, or for monarchy anywhere that the
people do not want it. I am afrald that Just now monarchy 1s
more sacred with Churchill than democracy. This, I am afraid,
comes more from his American mother than from his more liberal
father. This, of course, to you alone.

Warmest regards.

Sincerely,

Y RorCe,



DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

December 30, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Letter to Ambassador Bowers

In sccerdance with your memorandum of
December 26 there is enclosed a draft reply to
Ambassador Bowers concerning Mr. Wright's visit

to Chile.

Fnclosure:

Copy of letter to
Ambassador Bowers.

Btate Dept. Letter, 11172
: 4 1972
By J. Scheuble Date____—
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Santiago, January 4, 1945,

Dear Mr. President:

I enclose a copy of a letter to Rockefeller which
may be of interest to you. I thought it not bad tofur-
nish him with background on the existing situatlion here.

I am seeing Fernéndez tomorrow regarding the pro-
position brought here by Wright. He and the President
are most eager to comply, and understand perfectly the
advantages to Chile. Under normal conditione, Rios would
gend the Senate a message asking the declaration of a
state of belligerency at once. The fact that nothing has
occurred since the rupture, makes it embarraesl to ex-
plain such action now - because of the bitter political
fight being made now in view of the congressional elec-
tions in March. But they are preparing the ground. Ben
Meyer, of the AP, saw Rios the other day and wae told
that the President "considers Chlle now in a state of
belligerency" and, more eignificant, that "something very
interesting may happen soon',

But immediately on top of this came the death of
an Administration Benator whose successor cannot be
elected untlil March and this leaves the Government Just
short of a majority in the Senate. Fernéndez fears that
the injection of the lssue at this moment would precipitate
a rather foul and prolonged political debate in which
Arturo Alessandri, an Italian demagogue without principles,
who hae opposed ue on rupture,and on Argentina, and on the
UNRRA, would resort to the dirtiest tactice.

All thie 1is due to the fact that Chile is now en-
gaged in a bitter general election, and you know that
that means. It eseems tragic that whenever anything vital
comes up it finds Chile embarrassed and hamstrung by an
election - as during the conference at Rlo.

I am trying to persuade Ferndndez to take chances
and call in Senators of the COpposition, who have character

and
The Honorable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,

The White House
H&uhingtﬂn,b.c.
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and some patriotism and explain the danger to Chile
unless a state of war ie declared and appeal to thelr
patriotism, without intimating that the suggestlon
came from outslide the country. I shall do my best.

Warmeet regards.

Sincerely, E Y.



Ssantiago, January 4, 1945.

Daar Nelson:

Now that you are in the saddle it may not be with-
out interest to know my feeling about the present state
of things in Chile. An enormous amount of water has pas-
sed over the dam since you were here, since the Covernment
18 now eager to cooperate with us in every way possible.

It seems manifest to me that our poeition is weaken-
ing in South America in the last few months and that there
hae been an intensification of the activity of our enemles
which apparently is making headway in some of the nations
of thie continent. I think we are holding the line better
here than in certain other countries, such as Columbla,
Fouador, Bolivia, and, I am wondering, if not Panamé, where
recent happenings are 8tlill mysterious from this distance.

After the rupture there was a long period when the
Nazi, Fascist and Falangist elements became dlscouraged
and the propaganda against us dwindled to almost nothinﬁ.
But these elements were still here and ready to avall them-
selves of any excuse to revive this propaganda. The ex-
guse came with the Argentine question. And thies added
openly another element which, while ainst us on the big
izsue, did not have the temerity openly to esnouse the
cauge of the Nazis and Fascists. hie element, composed
of buginess men and the old landowning aristocracy eelzed
on the Argentine question to join in the hue and ery, basing
their position on the hypoecritical ground that the "soverelign
rights" of a sister nation were being attacked, and that the
present Argentine group is, in reality, doing everything 1t
is expected to do under the Rlo agreements, and that we are
interfering in the internal affairs of another natlion. They
are not Nazis they say - not at all - but Jjust "Americans"
and "Chileans" interested primarily in "continental solidar-
1‘?'.

Their position, and that of the Nazls, 1s constantly
being buttressed by a clever stream of p anda furnished
by the Farrell crowd, and dlssminated through the continent
through the prese assoclatlions to whom this material 1s fur-
nished officially. Thus Farrell, Fervn and Peluffo are
frequently giving interviews stoutly declaring thelr devotlon
to ganunrlnr, insieting that they have consistently supported

the
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the effort of the United Nations] contending that they
have carried out all the commitments of Rio, and more
in sorrow than in anger, lamenting that the solidarity
of the American nations 1is being groken by a prejuiice
from the North.

These interviewe, given to the press associations,
are printed in all the capitals of the continent, and by
thelr constant reiteration are making an impression on
the man in the street, or, at any rate, confusing him,

Thus, we are up ageinst this propaganda.

In addition, Argentina now has as gueste about
twenty Chilean newspaper men, who are received in state
by the dignitarles in Buenos Alres, accorded every
courtesy, furnished with elaborate entertainment, and
given interviewe which are sent back to the papers here
by these visitors. This tends to strengthen the propaganda
ef the Argentinians.

Unhappily we cannot and must not close our eyes,
éven though we keep our mouths shut, to the fact that the
Britleh are making a very heavy contribution againet us
and for Argentina. Never a week that the papers here do
not publish editorials in English papers transmitted to
South America for publication by the Reuter Agency. With
these I suppose you are familiar. The fulminations against
us and our position in even the most obscure and unimportant
Engllieh papers are sent all over through Reuters and the
South Americen has no way of knowing the status of these
cheap Journals.

I have felt for some time that we should inepire
more meticulouely prepared editoriale in leading American
papers to be sent out by our Press assoclations. These
ought to come from New York and Washington. Coming thus
through the prees assoclatlone they would be published.

The papers here are very high grade, and it is dangerous
for ue through my office, or the Coordinator's office here,
to take propaganda on the Argentine matter to them and ask
for publicetion. It would be all over town by night.

Now Argentina inelste, with every semblance of a
hurt vietim of an unreasoning prejudice, that she has
done everything asked at Rlo, snd we say she has not; but
to make our point stick, we must give ressone for our
denial. This apparently has bean d:re by the Montevideo
Committee. Th¥s 1s eent us for publication in Chilean
papers, I suggest that it was a great mistake that the

Ire Eﬂﬂ
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report touchling on Argentina's position was not given

to the AP and the UP at Montevideo. Then it would have
been printed in papers all over the continent. If not
there, why could 1t not be put on the wires from Washington?

Then, apgaln on propaganda, we not only have it from
the Nazl Right in Argentina, but from the Left in Mexico.
These two countries have a common aspiration - each wants
to be the dominant and dominating country of South and
Central America; and both are jealous of and rather afraid
of our influence. The Mexicans are effusive to our faces
in thelr devotion to us; but through their Embsseles, here
at least, they quletly work upon the workers and the unions
and the Soclalists to polson thelr minds apainst the
"imperialistic" and "ecapltaslistic Yankees"., I know this
to be true.

S0 we have operating against us in propaganda the
Argentindan totallitarians, the Mexlcans, and for some rea-
son I have never been able to understand, the British, who
were agalnet us on rupture and are against us on Argentina.

Just now we are losing face with the Liberals here
because of our expressions of complete satisfaction with
Bolivia where the pro-Nazi element 1s notoriously in the
saddle with the entrance of Paz Estenssoro and his people
into the Ministry; where papers are suppressed, pro-democrats
and pro-Americans are being imprisoned or shot. I assume
that we recognized this regime because we did not want more
than one nation off the reservation in our fight on Argentina;
and that now there is little we can do about it. But I sug-
gest that nothing should go out of Waahington indicating
complete satisfaction with the regime of Estenssoro and the
Military Lodge.

This is merely thinking out loud so you may be able
to sense the sltuatlon here. I would not have you think
that Chile 1s not wholly with us as far as the Government
le concerned, or that the majority of the people are not
wlth us, but I am afrald we are having popular faith in our
position weakened by the methods I have described.

Warm regards.

Sincerely,



Santlago, January &, 1945,

Dear lYr. President:

I enclose a copy of a letter to
Rockefeller in which I try to establish
in the mind of the Department the actual
status of Aleseandrl in reference to the
United States. It may interest you now
and be of some service later.

Warmest regards.

Sincerely, W

The Honorable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House,
Washington,D.C.

—————eeg e —sag = = ==



Santiago, January 8, 19U5.

Dear Nelson:

It may be of interest in following eventé in Chile to
have a brief recital of the activities of the former President
Arturo Alessandrl with & reference to hie psychologlcal make-
up and record. He is of Itallan origin, his father migrating
from Italy. In his earlier career he wag an extreme Leftist,
and something of a eocialist and on his first elegtion to the
Presidency he sponsored many social measures of a high order,
thus incurring such bitter hostility from powerful forces that
he was forced from office. Returning after exile and reenter-
ing politice, he was in elected President but a change had
come over the spirit of his dream and he made his affiliations
with the Righteet parties and came to be looked upen by the
masees as very reactlonary. After the electlon of Agulrre
Cerda he went to Italy and Cermany, where he saw Mussolini,
Ciano, Ribbenthrop, Goering and Goebels, and on his return he
was almost mobbed by the mineres amd workers at Antofagasta.

My relations with him have been unlque in my experience.
At first he was very hostile, saying in conversations that I
wae 2 "Communist" because of my attitude toward the Hitler-
Franco-Mussolini combination for the extermination of demooracy
in Spain, but being challenged usually on this he finally
abandoned that line. After I met him he became flntturingly
friendly, delivering extravagant eulogies on me to his callers
et his home and at dinners outside and so far as I know this
1g still hie line. He even did this once in a public speech.
But throughout all this he has managed to array himeelf
invariably in opposition to the United States and the things
we wanted.

This began with the fight for rupture with the Axis
when he tried to assume the leadership of the Fifth Columniegts
opposing the break. Not only d4id he fight the rupture in
conversations but in letters in the press. When Welles made
his Boston speech he wrote a long denunciation, f1illed with
falsehoods, for the press. He has continued his attacke on
the Government for the rupture to thie day. When Wallace
was here, he wrote a letter to the papers lying about Cecll
Lyon of my staff and saying that he did not really care %o

meet
The Honorable
Nelson Rockefeller,
Assistant Secretary of Btate,
Washington,D.C.
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meet Wallace since he was opposed to the rupture; although he
had resorted to every method to create a situation making it
poseible to create the impression that Wallace had sought a
a "gonference" with him, which would have been the most of-
fenslve thing to the Government possible.

Though elected to the Semate, his vote fell short of
that of ez in the pruaidantiai election in his district.
He ran in a strong Rightest community but did not get the
entire Rightest vote. Cruz Coke thought his nomination a
grave mlstake.

He had placed himself in the forefront in the fight over
Argentina, attacking us by indirection and something directly,
and boasting of how he had "tiocked off Culbertson" when he
was Ambassador. His generalline 1s this: "I am a great friend
and admirer of the United States - but we won't be serfs". He
maintalns close connectlons with the pro-Argentinians here,
and 1s a champlon of Conrado Rlos, attacking the Covernment
for not sending him back to Buenos Alres.

Recently, in the Senate, he attacked the Oovernment be-
cause of its contribution to the UNRRA.

During the fight for rupture he received in his house
a Japanege agent.

It 1s commonly believed that he has secret contacts with
the rather small pro-Nazi element in the Army. There 1g not
a scintilla of a doubt that he hopes for a situation making
feasible a military coup d'etat.

Cruz Coke, no doubt, senses his 1ldea in this. He knows
the Chileans wili not long tolerate a military Government.

One once in, Alessandrl would strut forward as the champion
of democracy, constitutional government, civilian rule and
demand that the army retire. Then, sald Cruz Coke, " the
United States would be expected to loudly applaud thie stout
champlion of democracy and lend its ald toward having him sum-
moned to bring order out of chaos."

The reason for his activities lie in his morbid ambition
to be President agein, though he is now 76. He really feels
it is offenslve that any one should be President but himself.
In hls hectic haste, and partly because he is mentally feeling
the effect of hls age, he has made many eilly blunders which
have embarrassed his family and friends. 1In secret session
of the Senate in attacking the Government for having broken
relations with Japan and Germany, Cruz Coke, of his party,
consplecuously left the Chamber and others, of the Right, such
as Senator Walker and others, who supported rupture, were
greatly outraged and told him so.

He



-3-

He must be put down as distinctly anti-American;
pro-Nazl, pro-Japanese, pro-Argentinian, but he once
told me that the reason the present Government is not
overthrown 1s because of the feeling that another put
in by force would fail to get recognition from the
United States. Of course made no comment.

While I do not think he could be elected President,
1f# he should be I am not at all sure he would not act with
us. Much of his opposition to us comes from the Bogern-
ments cocperation with ue. During the rupture fight I
once told him in his house that we had the feeling that
had he been President, Chile would have brocken with the
Axls long before. There was no mistaking the expression
of pleasure on his face while he shook hig head in negative.

He ie stlll a vigorous speaker and because color-
ful, he can always get an sudience and this makes him
dengerous; and to make him more dangeroue he has no
inhibitions about misrepresenting and even lying, and
he i1s a demagog' of the classic style.

That the Covernment 1s a little afrsid of his moves,
I can clearly see. But since Ibafiez has sa2id that he is
out unless Alessandril trles to come back, in which event he
would actively see to it that he did not, President Rios 1s
cleverly playing one against the other. 'When Alessandri
gets on a rampage, I send for Ibafiez, and when Ibafiez becomes
active, I eee Alessandri", he told me recently.

Sin carel%
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Santiago,January 20,1945
Dear Mr President:-

I have just sent Stettinius }111-.11 a2 copy to Rockefeller 2
careful analysis of the Chilean delegates to the Mexican conference,with detalls
as to their character,temperament,attitude ,mith obeervations on their weakness =
and best points of approach ,in the hope that it may be useful ,since maither
know of eof tham{hrut two.

The Erett and Merrill missions have been pgetting along swimingly in a perfect
atmosgphere of eoncord, (me thing the Brett-Smith mission must do is to equalize
the treatment of Chils and Peru in the matter of equippment, Contrary to what
you——and I--was originally told we have been considerably more gemerous with Feru.

Last wesk with Brett and Merrill I lunched with President Rios at his
palace in Vina where he is summering .Hs locked tired,having ignored doctors
orders in returning to work one month after a very severe ma jor operation. He
still olings passionately to the plen of visiting Washington which means more to h
him than anything else, The next day I lunched with Arturo Alessandri who was
fulsome as usual ,but when he embraced me on leaving I felt better when his dagger
hand was removed from my back, This is u.n:l.'n!.rl sinoe personally he is most friendly.
I think Oliver in his masterful study of Walpole in "The Endless Adventure" de-
scribes and explains Alessandri perfectly in explaining that Walpode when in
oppossition opposed everything Covernment proposed even though he favored 1it.

I am shockedcat thebaetion of the Senate Committee on Wallace,

Tou may be interested to kmow that all Chile,every segment of the press in editor-
ials and tributes,is also astonished ,shocked and disgusted. Our enemies aTre now

strutting about telling everyons that this is a verifieation of their contention



that we are st'1l the "Yankee imperislists" ,still under the domination of the
Plutocrasy when the interests of the common mesm are concerned ,and that we sare
moving as their prediete’ back to Dollar Diplomacy and eway from the Good Nelghbop
peliey, It 1s a hard mut to erack,

It seems clear to me that a readjustment of parties is necessary to the end that
all progressives and Jeffersonians be in one and all the conservatives,reaetion-
@Tles and facist-minded be in the other, We have been ¥ cursed by this confusion
for generations,It began when Jefferscnisns went into the Republican party on the
slave issue and the Hamiltoniems of the South reluctantly wemt into the Democratie
party on the rase issue .Ihe descendants of these,still thinking in terms of their
forebeers ,are responsible for the minorities in each party. Of course Norris was
& Jeffersonien and Byrd a Hamiltonien of the deepest dye., I tried to bring this
out in ‘he first part of my Houston speech and that is what caused the » hue and
ory nguiufc the speech which continued in some papers throughout the campaign.
'J;Laul}n Statum Eﬂmmt in full !1t;qlmu:ly::’xplunﬂim
that it was the firet Ameriean political speech it had read which gave some
indication that there was really some fundamental difference in the two parties,
It was not so noticeabls so long ms both parties played the Wall Street game
differing only in degree,but now that we are actually back to fundamental issues
the contest 1s ineviteble.

I have completed for publication in the spring the third of my Jefferson Trilogy--
"Toung Jefferson:The Making of a Natiom" in which I show that everything he ever
stood for was thought out,enunciated,provclaimed and fought ror’hofnro the
adoption of the Constitution,end without doing it too conspicucusly I smash the
fallaoy of the reactionaries that he was a conservetive concernsd primarily -11L;h
State Rights. Wish you could find time to read it, Wallace bas written a review
for The Natiem in which he points ocut the similarity between your wiews and
Jeffersons ,his methods and yours. ssssas foOUr ineugural speech was splendid in

ites simplieity end sentiment. Warmest regards,

Hon,.Frenklin D.Roosevelt Y 272270 Ww%



March 10, 1945

My dear Mr, Iresident:

I have recelved with gonulne appreciation
your letter of February 14, 1945, ia which you
infornz me of the historie 5-ulllaa taken by Your
Ixcellenoy*'s Goverament to declare the stute of
belligerency existing between Zhile and Japen
Ilditﬂ adhero to the Declaration of the Ua!tul
lint OB

Thls notabdble step, by which Chile formallzes
ite position of sollcerity witli the United Hstions
in the comnmon stru;gls agelart agsression, is mowt
henrtening t¢ the entiie peace-loving worlé, and
most gratifyling to me personslly., rlease sccept
Ay heurtfelt concrstuletions, om behalf of the
Government and reople of the United tutes toc the
Covernment and people of Chlle,

I teke pleasure Lo agala reasewing to you,
ire Fresiliant, the assurence of my porsonsl
regard and hisheot consideration,

Very sincerely yours,
FRANKLIN D, ROOSEVELY
fAis “xoellency

Seflor “oa Juan .utonio Tfoe lorsles,

Presideat of the Zepudife of Chile.
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March 10, 1945

MEMCRANDUM FOR
THE ACTING SECRETARY OF STATE

The President has signed the
letter to the President of the Republic
of Chile which you submitted with your
memarandum of March third. It is here-
with returned for forwarding to the
President.

M. G+ LATTA
Execut ive Clerk

elb
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

ldarch 3, 1945
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Letter to Presicdent of Chile

In reply to a letter dated February 14, 1945
from the President of the Republic of Chile, inform-
ing you of Chile's decision to declare the state of
belligerency existing between Chile and Jzpan, and
to adhere to the Declaration of the United Natione,

there is attached a suggested reply for your signa-

ture if you approve. =
g 3750
¥

Acting Secretary

Fneclosures:

1. Letter from the
President of Chile.

2. Suggested reply to the
President of Chile.

BECLABSTFIED
State Pept. Letter, 11172

By J. Bchwuble Dnh_EEB- * ﬁ??—



LA MONEDA, Santiago de Chile, 14 de
Febrero de 1945, -

Excmo,. Sefior
Franklin D. Roosevelt, x
Pres idente de los Estados Unidos de Americe,

washington, D.C.
Mi distinguido sefior Presidente,

con muy particular
interés he leldo su certa reciente, & que contesto
ahora, y en la cual Vuestra Excelencia me sugiere
la convenlencia de que se estudie, con caracter ur-
gente, la resolucidén, de parte de Chile, de hacerse
signeterio de la Declaracidén de las Naciones Unlidas,
de fecha 1° de Enero de 1942,

En esa carta tiene
Vuestra Excelencie a blen hacer constar el aprecio
y valor que se han dado a los aportes y medidas adop-
tados por el Gobierno de Chile, con los cuales éste
ha traducido su positiva voluntad de colaborecion a
la causa de las Nacicnes Unidas. Hace también Vues-
tra Excelencla resaltar los pasos trascendentsles
que hen de darse para formular una Carta definitiva
de la organizaecldon mundiesl de seguridad, objetivo
en cuyo logro son las Naclones Unidas el simbolo de
cnnr@inaciﬁn y la base juridica del progreso y de la
accion comin de las Naclones pacifistas, tanto en la
conducta de la guerra, como en la organizacidon de la

paz.

El Goblerno y el
pueblo de Chile concuerdan ampliamente con las apre-
ciaciones de Vuestra Excelencia, y asi me es honroso
y grato hacerlo constar en esta respuesta.



Vuestra Excelencla he de tener a bien
recordar gque el Goblerno de Chile, = partir del 20
de Enero de 1943, o sea, desde que resolvid la rup-
tura de sus relaclones diplomédticas, consulares y
comerciales con los pafses del Eje, ha mentenido una
posicién de leal y completa identidad de propdsito
y accidn con las Naclones Unidas; ha adoptado todes
las medidas defensivas y econdémicas propias de un
Estedo en situacidén de guerra, y, por ese mismo moti-
vo, desde aquella fecha estimo que mi pafs se encuen-
tra de hecho en estado de beligerancia con los pailses

del Eje,

Aprecio, con el agradecimiento de mi
Gobierno y de mi pueblo, la oportuna y eficaz sugeren
cia que me habéis formulado. La estimo y valorizo
como proveniente de vuestra extraordinaria experien-
cia de la s ituecidén mundial, del afecto reiterado
que os habéls dignado demostrar siempre por Chile y
su Goblerno, y de vuestra adhesidén ilimitada a la
causa de las Democracias y al futuro de dignidad, de
p?z y de progreso de las Naclones que han sebido ser-
v I‘l&-

Las excepcionales circunstancias de
la hora presente me han inducido, de acuerdo con el
parecer uniforme de mi Consejo de Ministros, e decla-
rar el estado de beligerancie existente entre Chile
y Japdn y a recabar, para esta declaracidn, la san-

cion del Congreso Nacional, que nuestra Constitucidn
Politica exige.

Concordante con esta resolucidn, el
Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores de Chile ha for-
mulado hoy una declaracidén plblice que la prensa na-
clonal insertaréd mafians en sus columnas. De igual ma-
nere, como medida subsiguiente a tal declaracién cons
titucional del Presidente de la Repiblica, se ha ins=



trufdo y autor izado a nuestro Embajador en Washing-
ton para que firme, en representacién de chile, la
Declaracion de las Naciones Unidas de 1° de Enero
de 1942,

Renuevo a Vuestra Excelencis la ex-
presién de mi agradecimiento por el especial y noble
interés de sus consideraciones para con la Demoora-
cia chilena y los favorables conceptos de su amable
carta; como asimismo reitero a Vuestras Excelencia
mis fervientes votos por el pronto y definitivo éxi-
to de las Armaes de las Naciones Unidas.

Con la expresién de mis mds altas
consideraciones personales, soy de Vuestra Excelen-
cla, muy sinceramente,




- -;| ; D y
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A SU EXCELENCIA

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT,

THE WHITE HOUSE, m :HEI)

WASHINGTON. a O ?_,,



DECLASSTFIVD.

‘ Pubiished in ite antirety in

Foreign Pelstions of the 'Inited Stetes, 9L 5

Vol, f.
Page(s) 26 F =720



TC - 9453

LTRANSLATION]
£BLAL: "Office of Fresidept LA MOMEDA, Santiago de Chile,
of the Republie - Chile" February 14, 1945,

His Excellency,
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Fresident of the United States
of Amerieca,
Washington, D.C.

A
Dietinguished Mr. President, ! o r,,.
,H 1,48

I have read with particular interest your rnuent’f 47
letter, to which I now make reply and in which Your &
Excellency suggests to me the euitabllity of considera-
tion being given, ne soon as possible, to a decision on
Chile's part to become n slgnatory to the Declsration by
the United Natlone dated January 1, 1542,

In the eeld letter Your Excellency is good enough
to mentlon the appreclation and velue which hrve been
glven to the contributione and meagures adopted by the
Government of Chile, into which the latter Government
hse translated ite positive desire ruf collaberation
with the cause of the United Nations. Your Excellency
£leo emphasires the transcendentsl steps that are to be
taken to formulate a definitive Charter of the world
eecurity organizetion, an objeetive in the attalnment
of which the United Natlone are the eymbol of coordina-
tion and the Juridienl baele of the pProgrees and common
action of peace-loving Natlons, both in the conduct of
the war nnd in the organization of the pesce.

The Government and people of Chile are in full
accord with Your Excellency's views, and I have the

honor and pleasure of Illiﬂ& this known ip my reply.
Your Excellency will be good enough to reoall
that the Government of Chile, beginning January 20,
1943 -
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1943 - that is, since 1t decided upon the aeverance of
ite diplomatic, consular and commercial relations with
the Axis countries, hse maintoined a poelition of loynsl
fnd complete ldentity of purpose and action with the
Unlted Nations; it has adopted all the defensive and
economlic messures of a (tate at war, and for that very
reason 1 conelder my country to have been in & etate of
belligereney with the Axle countries since that date,

1 appreclate, with the gratitude of my Government
and of my people, the timely end appropriate suggestion
which you have made to me. I esteem and value it ag one
coming from your extraordinary experlence hr the world
eltuation, from the reltersted friendehip which you
have at all times been good enough to rhow for Chile
end 1ts Government, sand from your unqualified adherence
to the cnuse of the Uemocracles and the future of the
dignity, peace snd progress of the Nstlons which have
chosen to eerve that cause.

The exceptional clroumstancee of the present hour
have induced me, with the unanimous approval of my Council
of Minleters, to declare the etate of belligerency exiet-
ing between Chile and Japan and to obtain for such Declara-
tion the sanetlon of the Nationsl Congrese as required by
our Folitlesl Constitution.

in oonformity with thie declsion, the Hinistry of
Forelgn Felations of Chile hae today formulsted a vublie
declaration which the national prese will insert in ite
columne tomorrow. Likewlse, ae a mengure eubeequent to
the srid constitutional declaration of the Fresident of
the Hepublle, our Ambassador at “ashington has been

instructed



et
instructed and authorired to 8ign,« in behalr or Chile,
the Declaration by the United Natione of January 1, 1942,
I renew to Your Excellency the expression of my
gratitude for the specinl and noble interest contnlned
in your coneiderstion for Chilean Lemocracy, snd for the
favorsble concepta of your kind lotter; I likewiss
relterate to Your Zxcellency my fervent wishes for the
early snd definitive success of the Armes of the United
Hatiors,
“1th the expression of my highert pereonsl con-
flderatlion, I remaln, Mxcellency,
Very sincerely yours,
(signed) J.A, Rfoe H.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 2, 1046,

MEMORANDUM FOR

HON, NELSON ROCKEFELLER
AND MR, SUMMERLIN:

FOR PREFARATION OF REPLY FOR
MY SIGNATURE,

F.D.R,

Let. to the President, 3/9/45, from Hon. Claude
G. Bowers, U. S. Ambassador to Chile, Santlago,
Chile, congratulating President on Crimea and
Mexican Conferences; report on local elections.
Also writes in behalf of Rivas Cheriff who is a
political prisoner in Spain and suggests thet
discreet inquiry might be made of Franco by our
Ambassador there.



April 12, 1945

F. D. R,



April 13, 1945

VEMORANDUM FOR
MR, SUMVERLIN

The Fresident signed
the drafte of letters to the Iraqd
Regant, the Syrian President, and
Atbassador Powers, sulmitted with
the Secretary's memoranda of April
tenth. They are all retumed for
forwarding in the usual manner.

M« Gy LAITA
Exeautive Clerk



DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON
poril 10, 1945
VEKORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Letter to Ambassador Rowers.

[ ettzch 2 draft renly to Ambassador Powers'
letter of March 3, 1945, in which he comments on the
internal rolitical situation in Chile and inquires
whether something can be done in obtaining the relesse
of Hivas Cheriff, ssid to be in prison in Santander.

Axbassador Fowers' letter is relurned herewith.

Enclosures:

1. Ambassador Powers letter.
2. Draft reply



Aoril 10, 1945
MEMORANDUM FOF THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Letter to Ambassador Bowers.

[ sttech a draft reply Lo Ambassedor Powers'
letter of March 3, 1945, in which he comments on the
internal -olitical situation in Chile and inquires
whether something cen be done in obtaining the release
of Rivae Cheriff, said Lo be in prison in Santander.

Anbassador Bowers' letter is returned herewith.

E. B Ptottining, Jr,

Enclosures:

1. Ambassador Powers letter.
2. Draft reply.



Santiago, March 9, 1945,

Dear Mr. President:

Warmest congratulations on the historic meeting in
the Crimea, and on your illuminating report to Congrees
which has made a fine impresesion here where 1t was published
in full. And also on the Mexican Conference. In soc far as
I know, we had the most satiefasctory cooperation from Chile
and I thought Fernéndez' closing speech a statesmanlike re-
flection of the ideas and 1deals of the Conference and of
Chile'e attitude toward your policles. I Ynow it to have
been slncere.

The electlons here did not eurprise me. They were con-
ducted with that perfect order and decorum characteristic of
elections in such a functioning democracy. The political set-
up changee but little. The Rights gained some seats and the
Lefte lost some, and the Senate ie now Rightest by one major-
ity and the House Leftist by three. The constant wrangling
among Radicals and Soclalists for four years clearly disgusted
the people and they pald the penalty. Since neilther side has
a majority in both Houses, there will be no change in the
Ministry for a time at least.

The Government 2t the instance of Ferndndez and Rios
took a strong and determined stsnd on the bill for the pur-
chase of the tramways and 1t has passed both Houses. Some
8light changes were made in the House which the Government
thinks will be eliminated in the Senate.

In the elections Von Marees, the Nazl leader, was
defeated for reelectlon to the House.

I have a letter from Mrs. Azana, widow of the great
Spanish President ané Prime Minister, and another from Mrs,
Rivae Cheriff, who was Azansa's bosom friend from their col-
lege days at the Jesult College of the Escorial and whose
slater married Azana. Sefiora Azana saye that in paesing
through the Statee en route to Mexico she sought, through

the

The Honorable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House,
Washington,D.C.
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the Mexican Embasey, an opportunity to thank you personally
for your intercession for her great husband but that the re-
quest wae "coldly received at the White House". I suspect
you knew nothing about it,

My purpose in writing comes from the letter of Mrs,
Rivas Cheriff, a very charming, keenly intelligent woman
who graduated at Wellesly. As you know, when the Germans
BWept 1nto France, Azana and hie wife were living with Rivas
Cheriff and his family near Bordeaux, and Azana wae given
permiesslon by the French to move into unoccupled territory.
He was gravely 111 after a serious operation and he left in
an ambulance with a doctor and hieg wife, pursued by the
Gestapo. Finally, exhausted, he was compelled to atop at
a small French town. The Gestapo had stollen all hie money
and hls papers, and his position was desperate. The Mexican
“mbassador, now here, went to this town, gave him money, and
offered him the protection of the Mexican Embassy, but hie
conditlon made thie impossible.

Rivae Cheriff stayed on for a day or so to pay bills
et cetera, and the Germans swept in, the Gestapo arrested
him and turned him over to Franco nolice, operating without
nindrance in France. He wasHirried back and condemned to
death. I wired you at the time and we may have interseded.
At any rate, a number of South American countries that knew
him ae a great literary figure and producer of the highest
in theatrical art, d4id intervene, and the sentence was eom-
mitted to life imprisonment. After the death sentence and
before the commutation, Azana heard about it and the shock
killed him.

Now to the point: Rivas Cheriff, a man of the highest
culture, devoted to literature and the drama, knowing nothing
whatever about politics and participating not at all, but
devoted to Azana personally, was sentenced to death solely be-
cause of hlg personal devotion to his bosom friend., He has
been in prison now for four years and a half, with hies wife
and three children stranded in Mexico.

Several times the Gobelles of Franco's organization
gives the world a statement that Franco hae released, or is
releasing from prison, all but those charged with crimes such
a8 murder. Rlvas Cheriff remaine in prison.

His wife writes me that he has maintained his mental
balance by unique activities. He 18 in the penitentiary at
Santander. He has organized in the prison a dramatic school
and puts on plays from Calderon and Lupe down to Benevente;
hae hle own factory there for the making of scenery and
costumes; hae deslgned some unigue plan to furnish light in
the place of footlights. The money made is turned over to

an
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an orphanage. The attendance of the plays is large from
among the nune ae well ae priecners and the Sighop recently
attended, paying 300 pesetas for hie seat. Rivas Cheriff
makes & little money for himeelf by translating from French
and English for a Barcelona publisher, and he 1is writing a
blography of Azana to be called: "An Unknown Man", by "gna
Who Walked Beside Him". This cannot be completed until after
he can rejoin Mre. Azana.

Recently the director of prisons sald to him: "Sefior----,
(The Minister of Justtce) and I often discuss your case and
the rotten injuetice of keeping you here" -- making clear
that even the Minlster of Justice doee not have freedom of
action,

This eeems to me a crime of the first order. I am wonder-
ing 1f i1t would be offensive to Franco for our Ambassador to
make a discreet inquiry as to Rivas Cheriff, based on the fact
that his wife 18 a graduate of Wellesly and has many friends in
the United States who make inquiries. If he knew that the out-
slde world 1s curlous about the retention of a men who took no
part in politics and suffers hell because of his personal
relations with Azana, he might include him in some discharge
of prisoners., Of course, since Rivas Cheriff is a brilliant
writer, he may fear him out. But I would like to feel that
we had made a gesture. Of course, since I assume we are not
enamored of Franco's Government, with which I was not enamored
from the start nine years ago, 1t may be we do not wish to
make any minor request of Franco. But an inguiry would not
be a request. If anything can be done, I would be most haopy
about it.

I heatlate to even mentlon the matter to one so burdened,
but these two letters from two fine women suffering in exile,
I cannot resist.

Warmest regards.

Sincerely, E



	0001
	0002
	0003
	0004
	0005
	0006
	0007
	0008
	0009
	0010
	0011
	0012
	0013
	0014
	0015
	0016
	0017
	0018
	0019
	0020
	0021
	0022
	0023
	0024
	0025
	0026
	0027
	0028
	0029
	0030
	0031
	0032
	0033
	0034
	0035
	0036
	0037
	0038
	0039
	0040
	0041
	0042
	0043
	0044
	0045
	0046
	0047
	0048
	0049
	0050
	0051
	0052
	0053
	0054
	0055
	0056
	0057
	0058
	0059
	0060
	0061
	0062
	0063
	0064
	0065
	0066
	0067
	0068
	0069
	0070
	0071
	0072
	0073
	0074
	0075
	0076
	0077
	0078
	0079
	0080
	0081
	0082
	0083
	0084
	0085
	0086
	0087
	0088
	0089
	0090
	0091
	0092
	0093
	0094
	0095
	0096
	0097
	0098
	0099
	0100
	0101
	0102
	0103
	0104
	0105
	0106
	0107
	0108
	0109
	0110
	0111
	0112
	0113
	0114
	0115
	0116
	0117
	0118
	0119
	0120
	0121
	0122
	0123
	0124
	0125
	0126
	0127
	0128
	0129
	0130
	0131
	0132
	0133
	0134
	0135
	0136
	0137
	0138
	0139
	0140
	0141
	0142
	0143
	0144
	0145
	0146
	0147
	0148
	0149
	0150
	0151
	0152
	0153
	0154
	0155
	0156
	0157
	0158
	0159
	0160
	0161
	0162
	0163
	0164
	0165
	0166

