
I 9 'f # - Y.r 



-

Santiago , J anuary 6, 19~~-

Dear l~r . President: 

I enclose herewith a copy of a letter 
to Hull on a eubject on which I feel very 
strongly, along with t he whole of my starr . 
It may be you have not seen my telegram or 
yesterday. At any rate, I think you may be 
int erested. 

'.iarmest r egards . 

Enclosure: 

Sin~~ 

Letter, as stated . 

The Honorable 
Franklin D. Roosevel t, 

The White House, 
Washington, D. C • 

. ~ . Since writ inc t al nvo llavo just seen tolorro fro owsnn n::1np; sore l"l -

aont ir. -l'II£UOY bocuuse of our nocit>ll:, o• , troot a~t n!' ,~ ntin roaultin,. in 
:·oa rho• there . odlJ.\' +noon '1... ict!l r ei~l t.! l a• her ·~""le:s , • f ous 
lt1 - p~ioat ""~t' o ., 1:roo d~,; inc r;:::o ... f)r' ~or us ~3r T ' ... re 

ho 1 to· h t t• 1 cravo ..>istal e to eo ·>e&ntine·• . r. .cic!entcll. ' n~· s.?.id 
our worst enemy in :;.... •• c_ is t :1t ~n.dah reg ire ,.. tc h cln in,. 
d ce.n •.derstand hOOf it ia so ir:,.o:-t... 1 -1:1 +t 

;oe.~er aur.l1~1n e on 1 a ,r - O!'O ena:.:- ,o.t the x;><>nse of 'cile ,oo.r frio; ' • 
w: tc. "sJ..s but .,c\J .o ·o tons out of tba thouaoneno civ" ~ ._~nti. a. I. wo a 1ft tiD 
:l 0 Chils n ill a till have lou than a thousand and i.l't:entina still ln vo bot>< .,n 
four and f ivo thousand . 



Santiago, JanuarJ 6, 1944. 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

I hope rou haYe eeen the telegram I eent yeeterda7 re­
garding the .. ,, publio1tJ troa the United Statee gl•en to 
etoriee publlehed here that we are about to make reduotione 
in our purohaeee ot etrateg1o war material and to reduce the 
price ot what we do purohaee. The etreot here hae been moet 
dietreeeing and, ae I think, along with all membere ot •1 
etatt, and all Allerioan bueinue aen here with whoa I haYe 
talked, aoet dangeroue. In th1e connection I hope rou will 
read the telegram no. 12, January 3, 1944, 10 p.a. prepared 
bJ the Eoonoaio Couneelor, who ie not a eenttaentaliet. The 
general etreot ot all thle publici t7 hae been to re-awaken 
the tear eo auch ineieted upon b7 our eneaiee that the Good 
Re1ghbor PolioJ ie entirelJ a matter or aoaentarJ oonYen-
1enoe and that we reall7 are not in the least concerned with 
the welfare or Chile or South A=er1oan oountriee; that the 
moaent the i .. e4iate neoeeeit1ee are latietied we will drop 
thea all 11ke bot potato••· The1e etorlel ot not onl7 great 
r1duotione in the aaount purohaeed, but or the price al1o, ha 
been ee1r.ed upoa b7 our eneaiee and ueed bJ the pro-Argentina 
in oonneotion with the BoliYian eituation. But aoet alarming 
to ae ie the tact that not a tew aaong the 1trongeet and 
ao1t lo7al eupporter1 we haYe had during the laet tvo yeare 
are alarmed and inclined to quaetion the einoeritJ or our 
preteneione. 

Coaing eo euddenlJ, t he two t hing• together, and plaJed 
up eo oonepiououelJ, alaoet tlaabouJantlJ in article• troa 
the United Statee, thie would be bad at anJ time. But ot 
all t1.1111 1aag1nable, I oan think ot no t1ae eo bat ae nov 
and tor the following reaeone: 

(1) I, pareonallJ, aa abeolutel7 oerta1n that the 
Argentine eet-up and the part the Argentine hae plaTed 
in the Bol1Yian Rasi coup, 11 the tiret etep i n a well 
t hought out and tinanoed plan to break up continental 
eolidaritJ, and to create a bloo in South Aaer1oa hoetile 
to ue and under the leaderehip or Argentina. 

(2) The two oountriee that Argentina hae tried the 
hardeet to align with her are Cb1le arXI Brasil; and in the 
oaee or Chile, thle atteapt 11 dangerou1, Iince ehe hae a 

1,2!!& 
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long, colllllon boundaq with Argentina, with eo•• bollll4ar7 
dieputee; ehe hae 1aportant coaaercial oonneotione with 
Argentina that oannot be 11ght17 d1eregarded; and tbe 
large Ger.an element hare, directed troa Argentina, ie 
moat active in tr7ing to etir up trouble againet the 
preeent deaooratic r egiae here. 

(3) Deepite all thie Chile hae etood like a atone 
wall , not onl7 etood hereeir, but Fern!nde& hae worked 
d&7 and night on the Aabaeeadore or all Aaerioan natione 
and through hie Aabaeeadore in all theee natione, to hold 
thea together aga1net the conepirac7. And 1n th1e he hal 
had t he abeolute eupport, thue tar, ot Preeident R!oe. 
Chile took her etand long betore the Montevideo Coaaittee 
aade ite recoaaendation and 1n abeolute aocord with that 
reooaaendation. In tact he acted, ae rou a&7 reaember, 
precieelr ae we wiehed betore our wieh wae convered to 
bia. I know thie to be true einoe I have eeen h1e i netruc­
tione to hie di ploaatic aieai one. And in all thie he hae 
taken h1e etand t our-equare with the United Statee. He 
aeked ae · to 1&7 to r ou and Preeident Rooeevelt long ago 
that he would act i n abeolute cont orait7 with ue. He baa 
berond t he ehadow ot a doubt, 

And beoauee or that, our enemiee have attacked him, 
Juet now he and the Preeident and Chile are entitl ed to 
ever,r coneiderat i on troa ue. It eeeme moet unfortunate 
to me that 1n the ver7 a1det or thil crieie involving, ae 
I think, the tuture i nfluence of the United Statee, we 
ehoul d throw into t he lap or our enemiee, and t heirs , t he 
moat damaging material tor anti-American propaganda. Thie 
oertainlr ie not the time. 

I called 1n all our eoonoaic people o r the Eabaeer 
and we dieoueeed the eituation and we are all aareed, to 
a •"· and .!.!.ri. ltrondf yreed thif m.-r. not the -
iO .. nt~igiD a plnob ng or ttie countr,r. We feel t he r e 
ehould be a ei.x month& continuance or preeent price• for 
one thing. 87 reducing pricee, we eave but $200,000, and 
that, in theee dare, and with eo auch involved, ••••• in­
coneequential. I have no doubt that t he Axie, active 
tbro~h Argentina, will epend tar aore in an effort to 
get Chile. 

The pre11 here il becoa1ng bitter over ita inabilit7 
to get an inoreaee of ae little ae three hundred tone or 
neweprint a aonth 1n view ot the enoraouel7 greater amount 
eent to Argentina. I auet conteee •1 inabil1t7 to under­
etand, 1n view of Chi l e'• attitude toward ue, and Argentina'•• 



whf 300 tone oannot be taken frog the thoueande ot tone 
eent to the Argentine. Yuterda;r th11 wae dilouued in 
the Senate, .. pbal1e put on the taot that pro-Axil 
Argentina, aa1ntain1ng relatione with the Axie t are• 
tar better. But I have previouel;r made •1 teeiing about 
thie olear. Everyone here knowe about the enor.oue dit­
terenoe 1n a•ounte eent to t he two oountr1ee. It ie not 
eaey to expla.in awa;r here. 

But, to put it all in a nut-ehell, Chile ie the 
eoundeet, moat 1netinotive de•ooraoy in South Amerioa; 
we are fighting a war t or the preeervat1on ot de•oorao:r; 
and I reel that Chile hae proven her t1del1ty to ue. 
Th1e, I think, il para•ount. 

B1no erely ;roure, 

CLAUDE G. BOWERS 

CGB/ee 



1--.rf 12, 1944 

Dear Claude: 

I appreciate your sending me a copy of your 
letter to Secretary Hull about the Boll vi an s1 tua­
tion. I have r eed it with the greates t interest . 
Pl ease tell FernAndez t hat ! --that all of us here 
in Washington- -admi r e the courage with which he has 
faced the present crisis . Also tell him t hat Chile 
can count upon our support in its .stand against out­
side intrigue . 

With warm personal r egards , 

Sincerely yours , 

•' 

The Honorable 
Cl aude G. Bowers, 

American Ambassador , 
Santiago , 



Santiago, December 28, 1943 . 

Dear Mr. President : 

1 am enclosing a copy of a letter to Hull. I think t he Bolivian affair 1s a first step in a deter­
mined attempt , well t hought out and organized in Argentina under t he direction of Nazi agents there, to smash- the policy of continental solidarity and to create a pro-Nazi bl oc against democr3cy in general and against 
t he United States in particular. I hope that the hoary Nazi policy of promising everything to get in and cyni­cally jeering at the pr omise when in, will not make any 
impression in \•/ashington . To wipe out Fascism in Europe and have it established at our back door , is hardly what 
...-e want . 

I ncidentally, you may be i nterested , as 1 am, in the f act that during the week the British Ambassador 
has manifested no interest and has not seen me. I do not care for that spirit . Of course the British Ambas­sador here is a weakling and afra id to express an opinion about t he weather without specific instructions from 
London. ~ 

Which reminds me of~ observation of Jefferson on his colleagues wben he~;~ in Paris . He said t hey 
all had "padlocks" on then!l' when the trunk is opened 1t i s usually found to be empty" . 

Enclosure : 
Letter, as stated. 

The Honorable 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

The White House, 
\l'aeh ington, D. C. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 



Sant i ago, December 2! , 1943. 
Dear Mr. Seoretar71 

That t he inspiration and d irection or the Bolivian Na zi 
coup came f rom Argentina ie now too clearl:y demonatrated 1n 
t he inveat1gat1one or our vari out mias i ona in South America. 
That t he coup 1n La Paz was tried t o t eet the tpir1t or t he 
United Statea, and the other South American nat i on•, 1e quite 
a1 clear to me. I have no doubt whatever t hat the orownlng 
ot the Naz1 coup in La Paz vlth tuooeaa, tollovlng that 1n 
Argentina, would be an 1nv1tat1on and an 1no1tat1on to the 
pro-Naz1, ant1-Amer1can element• 1n t he arale1 ot varlou1 South 
American countrie s, and that t hl ult i .. t e result would be the 
creation or an ant1-Amer1oan bloo under the directi on ot 
Argentina. In brief I th1nlt, and have no doubt, t .hat th11 1e 
cruolal. 

Nothing baa delighted me more than t he attitude or t he 
Government and pr eae and people i n Chile . AI :you ltnov from 
the ~elegramai Chile baa determined to go wlth ~s. I eee 
Fernandez dai :y. He oame t o 1117 house with all his t elegrnme 
tor an hour and a hal1' on Chr1atmas and I ~taa at h1s tor that 
lengt h ot t ime on Sunda:y, the next da7 and :yesterda:y I saw him 
tvloe. Re 1ent tor me at e in the evening after I had been 
with hlm an hour at noon to ahov me the t elegram f rom h1a Ambaa­
eador 1n Argenti na concerning t he a pproach t o hill or the 
Argentine Government on the matter ot the recogni t i on ot the 
Bol1v1an regiM. The repl7 or hil Allba81ador vae in accord 
wlth i natructiona from Fern&ndez. l note t hat t he Brazilian 
Ambaesador in Buenoe Airee, aleo approached, t elegraphed Rio 
tor 1netructiont. The Chilean Ambaaaador had h l e inetruotlont 
btfort. 

I have tometimee thought it un1'ortunat e that Chile 's 
relation• with Argentina are not better understood b7 Washingt on 
or b7 eome 1n Wathi ngton. Chile baa a r ea l proble• there. A 
long common trontler with tome boundar, queationa; a big and 
powerful neighbor with a di sposi t i on to bull 71 and real need 
t or a degree ot economic collaboration - all ~·~1t neoeeaary 
when at all possible to at least prttend to a oo~ teellng 

The Honor able 
Cordell HUll, 

s eoretarr or St ate, 
Washington, D.C. 

!! 
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ot tr1eD4eh1p. Thh ~e been too generally interpreted aa 
an 11)dioat1on t~t Ch1le aharee the \'iewe ot Argentina. 
rernande& and eo•• ot hie predeoeaaora have often epoken 
to • in oont1denoe ot the nbarrau1ng nature or Chile 1 1 
poe1tion and ot their realisation that the little geeturee 
are Opfn to •ie1nterpretat1on. I have passed all th1e on 
to the Department. 

But 1n thi e Bol1\'1an oria1e, Chi le has taken a etrong 
etand with ue and againat Argentina and it that doea not 
count with ue, nothing can . 

I villh I could make 1t clear that Chile ia the 
eoundeat, •oat 1natinot1\'e demooraoy 1n South Aaer~oa, with 
inatitutione atriklngly ei • ilar to our own, and with t he 
maae ot the people ae paeeionately devoted to t he d111oorat i o 
ideology ae our own. For that reaeon, ehe is a aore thllllb 
to all the dictatori al reg1meet and particularly to Argentina 
with ite Nazi, Faeoiet and PhaLangiet views. It ie 1 con­
stant r ebuke to certain other nation• t hat would like to ••• 
a diotator ahip here ae a Juat i tioation or their own. That puta 
Oh1le in the moat dangeroue poaition or all - e\'en UruguaJ, 
which ie in danger beoauae right up againat Argentina. 

I have Just read Butler'• obeer\'a t ions about Chile -
the moat tantaetio t hing I have Wl'er read. He refer• to 
Ohile aa a diotatorahipl Good Godl He has the democratic 
center 1n the South about Valdi\'ia, which ia the Geraan and 
pro-Nazi aeotion . He epeake ot a •revolutionary epir1t" , due 
to t he 1 dictatorehip1 1n Santiago, and t he resentment or the 
damooratic Nazi ele•ent i n the South and saye we are hated 
beoauu we aupport the 1 d1otatorahipl . Reallyt Mr. Secretary, 
aoma Senator Vho oan talk ought to be turnisbiQ with the taota 
hare eo he oan tear t he ehirt ott Butler and make him r i di culoue. 
It you think ConnallJ or Molellar ahould ~ve the taote, I .. 
wi lling to writ e t hem1 but not without authorization tram you. 
After all, JOU have tne t ecta in Vaehlngton. 

Butler'• campaign i e molt dangeroua . Hi e interview on 
Boli\'1& eounde like eometh1ng ot t he 1880'•· Juet anot her 
South Amsrioan r e\'olutionl Nothing wrong about thatl It i e 
their own bue1ne11l H7 God , that aort of etuft aent by our 
pre1e aaaooiatione to South America makea Butler eoaroel y leee 
than a Nazi propagandiet. 

You m&J be intereated t o know t hat Farn&ndu hu a real 
affect i on, aside t roa admiration, t or you and t he Preaident and 
be epeakl or you both to 0h1leane i n term• ot the high11t praiu 
and almoet with emotion ot tbe lt1nd thing• you add to h1•. I 
.. oon\'i noed tbat hie 1netruot1one to hie Aabaeeadora in America 



are atrongtr than t hou ot any other rort1gn M1n1ater. All h11 Allbauadore ~d 1Jiatruot1one !roa the t1rat to 1ntora the GoTern.ente to vh1ob they were aoored1ted that Oh1lt would go w1th ue. Thua, vhen yest erday t he ta1taary ot G1lbtrt aaw t he Oh1lean Ambatsador 1n Buenot A1ree about reoogn1t1on, the Ambaaeador d1d no t have t o await 1natruot1one. He had thea before and acted upon thea 1natantly. 
Warae~t regards, 

S1neerel1, 

CLAUDE G. BO~~S 



~~";:~=~~::~ 
WMioiiHI'I'Ofolo 0.~ 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

J~nua ry 12 , 1944 

MEMORANDU1l FOR THE PRESIDENT 

In accordance with your request , there is 

s ubm1 tted herev11 th a draf t of 1e tter in response 

to that of December 28, 19 43 written you by 

Amb a s sador Bowers , 

elf 
Enclosures : 

l , Pr om Ambassador Bowers, 
December 28 , 194:3, with 
enclosure , 

2 , To Ambassador Bowers , 



.. 

cJt, ....: l" .( .t ;....-
/- c/;/ 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS HINGTON 

January 6, 1'144 · 

FOR PR~PARATIJN OF nLPLY 

FOR ..lY &I GNA1'U?.J.:: . 

F. u.h. 

L~ttP- to the ,~··s!ient , 12-2?-,~ . r~o~ 
Hon . Cl a 11ne G. Bo•w•~s , f\a n t i al"o , P11Closino­
cn....,y of his l .. tte,.. , of SttmP dntc> , to SPcv . 
Hull , ~r t he Bol1vta n affa1~ . 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

J anwlrl 19 , 1944 . 

I l . . 

F . D. R. 

Le tter addressed to t he 
President f r om Al:lbassador Bowers , 
dated Jan . 7 , 1944, enclosin& copy 
of a telegr am which the latter sent 
t o the Secr e t a r y of State , etc ., 
r e te rmination of copper ag r eement 
with Chile , and asking for au thor i­
zation to infor m the Foreign ~inis ter 

about the woodpulp quotas . 



-
""•~·n,., or1f'm•l o"' ~+ ni~ l~th•r .,f•t~t ._o t 

...... , i ,.., ,.,,.. el , .. r· t' ··..,.,, c'l 1/"' ~'/' . ,,. 

~~ 27, 1944 

Dear C~o.•«es 

I ha•• rso.l • ed TOV le~tu ot l • o.ul')' ? • 
19~, ••loal lll!l • •PT ot • tsleu- M ttw 
asornar:~~ or a~ts eoJSoulll-.s U.s po;oae4 
h!'b1 .. 1.loe ot the oo' &HU" OOD~ol -crs...,s ... 
'l'll.s eltuu- 1? 0 u you IIIIJ"o 4sU .. " • ;>an1s1l­
l arl¥ l a •i- ot t )M ~-~ . >7(1m1.1H .usl 
8sUY1u pol1UM1 sUIIIltiou. H Ss 0 h- o, 
la.PO'Hallt t bd th eopper a.o:ste ?1rt be t u.iaat.ed 
U' po .. l'bls • s t. leaP H nHa·lsn4 bo~au .... 
lae~ U U'S - ON'lls4 ~ ~fl' ~leaa 
rs.r'Qllll .. a toll ...... s1th?1' lii'Gksa rtla t.1ou 
w1-. or Aselars4 wsr oa lll.s AXis. You rare 
" tlls PQN1tlillt7 ot .U~snUne .llJ'lSSUI'? OD 
aJJ.Us t o torus• " P.-r• C'sre saoll oouatr7 to 
yt.U Whu t.ll.,... ts a r t u ~ s psoltls 4U'rcsa~:~s 
wlUI &..J'Il?Jltllla 0 uait7 ot purpon 01' t.tt.ioa ~d 
H rse4srs4. - at 41ftl.Wt. I - eve 1.1'141. aa 
u os pt.sllls f-la to dJut 'hi• •\tsr· saa be 
tolllll u4 - HlT1114 oa 1'ft, 1a t his. 

YW7 slaoersl.J JOVS0 



-

Santiago, Januar~ 7, 19~~. 

Dear Mr. Preeident: 

I am enol oeing t or your information a copy or a tel egram eent the Department t oday . I t ie terribly diehear teni ng at a time when we have 
aligned Chile with ue to the full in the vital matter or the Bolivian Junta, to have these new plane to reduce everything , purchases and prioee, to the serious immediate disadvantage ot Chile thrown 1n our laps . On the matter or wood pulp, ve all reel very strongly. I, personal ly, can­
not yet understand why i t is impos sible to give Chile 300 more tons or newsprint greatly needed, by t aking t hat meager amount rrom Argentina, our enemy, openly nov our enemy, organizing or t rying t o organize an anti-United States bloo in Sout h America. It would s till leave Argentina with 
five or eix t houeand tone a month ae against 5~0 tone a month tor this out standing demooratio country. The pr ess is nov attacking on t hat aoore and this week i t vas the eubJaot or diaouaeion in the House or Deputies . It is dangerous, and very 
hard t o understand. This view 1a warmly shared by every single member or my starr. 

S1noe~~ 

Enclosure : 
Copy or telegram, as stated. 

The Honorable 
rranklin D. Rooeevel~, 

The White House, 
Waehi ngton,D.O. 
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TEL:fX:RAH 

O~C!.A ~SIP!" I) , 

~'~•b'hhed in its enti ret,v i n 

SecState , 

._ __ r __ ./ .. 
Pore lp:n Rel~tlnns o f the IJnited States , l QL'/ 

Vol. 7 I Wash ington , D, C, 

US tmc::NT. 0~ge( s ) ?1/-1/.3 

Conri dential tor Hull , 

I have given consider able thought to your ll Januar y 

4 , 6 P . m, and am convinced i n my own mind t hat it is no t 

opportune tor ms to bring UJl in a d i r ec t manner with t he 

!.!inister o r Foreign Af fairs t he matter o r t he terminat i on 

or the c opper agreement, especially on top or the bombshell 

which we exploded in preliminary ment ion or price reduc­

tions under the overall agreement for the purchase of certain 

mineral s from the small mining i ndustry. S ee my 21 Januar y 

4 , 6 p . m. and J9 , January?, 4 p . m. i n t his co nnec tion . 

This telegram strict ly conf idential , 

I prefer t o bri ng up t his matter with the Foreign 

!Ji nister at a time when I can c onvey some good news to hil:l 

and I most e arnestly recommend t ha t I be authorized to 

inform him that we have fixed the woodpulp quotas t or the 

second and r emaini ng quarters or t his year at 4000 tons per 

quarter. The technical details or the Chi lean woodpulp 

requirements have been exhaustively reported by t he Embassy . 

The Department is aware or the vast saving to t he newsprint 

production indust ry or the Uni ted States whi ch will r esult 

tram sending chemical woodpulp to Chile where it can be 

mixed with Chilean mechanical woodpulp in the ratio or 

a bout 

• 
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about one part U~ woodpulp t o seven parts Chi l ean woodpulp 

tor the production of newsprint . Moreover , it will a i d 

in maintaining existing Chi lean industries and therefore 

be oonsistent with our policy or developin~ in Chile copper 

sod other industries which depend lal·gely tor th ei r raw 

material on Chi lean r esources . The matter or t he failure 

or t he United States to supply Chile with eutficient wood 

pulp while Argentina is able t o obtain supplies f r om 

Europe as well ae t he United States because she did not 

break relations wi th the Axis has caused comment here whioh 

has even reached the floor or the House or Deputi es. I 

must a sk therefore that the Department and the other 

concerned agencies or the Covarnmnnt augmen t without delay 

the 'I()Odpulp quotas t or Chile , 

The Uinister ror For e i gn Affairs has inquired about 

the Department ' s resolution in r egar d to the exchange or 

Chilean copper tor Argentine mar es. He states thn t he would 

not admit or pressure f r om Argent! na , th.a t the l!lllres a re 

de sired tor agricul t ural purposes especially because of 

t he limited gasoline supplies made a va i lable to Chile , and 

that t his is purely a Chilean request . He was apprised 

that the Argentine army customarily has its military needs 

ror copper manufac tures handled by a Proclaimed List firm 

(Seca) and t hat h is thought t he Argent iDe army pays t he 

f irm in copper. It is believed tha t he would like a 

tavorable reply even t hough it placed t he exchange on a 

restricted monthly basis , but in any case he wishes an 

ea r ly 
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earlY reply. I am convinced or the good rat t h o r 

Fernandez and do not think he 110 uld make t his requ est 

unless it really meant something to him and the administre.­

tion . Ir a t a ll possi ble , I would suggest t hat I be 

authorized t o inform him of some concessions in this 

matter , but I do not insist . I do , however, reel that I 

must i nsi st in the increased woodpulp quotas. 

The Department will realize that the Chi l ean pi cture 

i s spotted and that a real danger exists her e of a militar y 

ooup because or const ant conspiratorial activity of Axi s 

through Argentina. The Government i s doing everythi ng in 

its power to prevent it and has so far succoeded but I 

consider t he situati on is still delicate and we must not 

repea t not do anything which can be used by our enemi es to 

aggravate i t . Economic curtai lments s trike everyone dovrn 

t he line from the Government and the capi talist to t he 

laborers and we must make t hem wi th the greatest perspicaci ty 

to avoid injuring our own best interests and postwar trade . 

For example , it ha s been rumor ed here r ecently that t he 

State Railways , unable to obtai n loans in the United States 

to cover purchases ot needed equipment, have turned to 

Crest Britain and are now negotiating a bartor agreeoent 

inTOlving an exchange of nitrate tor railway equipment . In 

this connection , t he Nitrate Sales Corporation here teals 

t hat i t obtained from the St a te De:Partment what amounted 

t o a verita ble :Promise t hat nitr ate above the 700 ,000 tons 

would be purchased by the United States, Conei deration 

might be g1 van to t he :Purchase ot additional nitrate it the 
Chilean 
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Chilean State Railways wi l l purchase in t he United St a tes 

a substant ially corresponding value of railway equipgent . 

I am aware that we do not like arrangements Which amaclc or 

barter although there is a certain similarity to bart er in 

lend- lease and reverse lend-lease . The Chileans ar e 

essentially t rader s and we must lceop that point in mind in 

our dealings with them and it is well to have in hand a 

quid pro quo even if it is not presented as such in 

effecting a transaction . 

In conclusion, I entreat t hat my viev1s be given t he 

utmost possibl e consideration c onsistent with the prosecut ion 

of the ~~r . I aBle pro~pt upward r evision of woodpulp 

quotas , authority t o revise t he overall a~reement for 

minerals along the lines of my 21 and my J9 , and in 

general consideration of the Chilean scene as n whole and 

not piecemeal . I am doing my best to further the advance­

ment of the good neighbor policy on a firm foundat ion o f 

mut ual t rust and mutual advantage . Gr eat strides were 

made during t he pe.st year but i t would be easy to lose 

ground through ill-timed action or action which t he Chileans 

could f e • l i nconsiderate . We must not give our enemi es the 

opport uni ty to refer to us as "Fa ir weat her friends" . 

BOWERS 
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DEPARTMENT 01' STATE: 

WASHINGTON 

Jj, •• ~:·:.; ~ I I 

MEJ,iORAl1D1.11.i F<lR THE PRESIDENT 

In acco rdance wi t h your request , there is sub-

mitted herewith a draft or letter in r esponse to 

t hat ot Januo.ry 7, 1944, written you by Ambassador 

3owers . 

Enclosures : 

1 . From Ambassador Dowers , 
Januar y 7 , 1944 , with 
enclosure . 

2. To Amba ssador Bowers . 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH INGTON 

Febru&r7 9 , 1944 , 

MF.HOMIIDIJM FOR 

THE SF.ORF.TARY OF 8TATF. : 

FOR PRI:PARATIOII OF REPLY 

FOR MY 8 I OIIATURE , 

F . D.R . 
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Dear Olaadea 

I appree1ate J«Jr k1ndM .. in .. 1¥2~ 

- a eon or JO\U" C:ale8ftZI no. 20!3 Gt 

Fabruar:r 1. le•• ~o xr . HUll eooaern1n& 

1-be nrr.nc: pol1oJ ton l'4 Spalaa. ~ a d••:r•• 

I fl~ J~r • 1••• ot lnterea t . 

31neerelJ JO~r•• 



Santi~o,February I,I944 

"ear : .r President:-

I enclose n copy ot a tolecram 

I an sondint !l cro~y J:ull. It str1ltee r.1e th!lt th> 

oxclusion ot this particular denwnd is not to our 

aovMtnro . I was rirht i n my roporta rrcn I <J:I? on 
I 

rorardi nc the plan to use the Spani c!· rae ish 

n ~inst us in South ..,..-erien ,as hCD been she 1lll 

r l oaaure ,nL~in~ over • 

~on .:rarll.lin l . Roosovel t 
7l:o ,/h i te .. ouse . 

. :ar:. at :-e(8rc5s , 



r re 0 c nt. + t. 

C , Ye ru r· l , 2 

I r o• o , In t.h11 1 rc o u s p~ t. , • 

'onanl" belr • r.m<!~> or '::'lnoo , t• ~ ~'~or t t o:e 

i.;)h o t ffect uo , r.:1~e 1··, • 'l t he : ooe u r 

nl. h Uplo ~tic 1ss1ons in 1 ntin Ch 

8 ~n~A!' 'I tn • f rvn tllf1 \xis nl or ~0 "• judi,1• s 

1 o• t 1 nt• e I • le T r • t t • t. 

ol' 1 r r.o'1v • t ir r;. '>"" r nco • 
i t.he p • inh \l'lT b•· t 0 th"Ol' ' I . .,~in 08 reat • 
1nfl nc n ' ut "i' n 'ld 00 l t c"eb bu s c! 

in s :-e~d 1 tots lit -· !. ~e nd in t.,.ik' 8t us. 

" " 01."" n1z '10!'1 or > ·I t "'OUn r ·i-

C'1flS in ;p ~n h•--vio no it !JW' 0 0 H spr Hn · of 

\OCrc t"c art !.cles e.nd C<) cr. -

datorj' o lit.ori"Jls or • l~< '?rllnco ross . Sino• tn 1 r 

b•' •an t't~B ~ •'urd ntl)' boen bor ~n Otlt . It y 

• !'• ue 3nd on Franco to e~ I this o-t or ·h t • 111 

l>e tn<:lt do•l l" th" ~c nds heln · mol!ft , but if 1t ls 

not , I "u lOSt its inolllslon Afl boin; of tho r ottl~t 

co~oern to us . 



DEPARTMENT OF" STATE 

WASHI NGTON 

MBMORANDmt FOR THE P.RBSIDBNT 

With refer ence to 7our meaorandum ot February Q, 

1944 enoloaing a letter fro111 Ambaaaador Bowera relative 

to the Spanieh situation, there ia attached e euggeated 

rep17 • tor 7our signature 

Enc1oaureea 

1. Letter trom Ambaa 
Bowers, dated Feb­
ruar7 1, 1944. 

2. Suggested rep17 t 
Ambaeaador Bowers. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 17, 1944· 

L'l t.t "' r fro n 11on . Gl a 11rle C. Floll'~r« , Sant; E>fO , 

ChilP. , "/Q/IJ , t o t.h"l Pl' <!!"iO'!nt , E'nclnsi m , COP? 
or hi 'i telP."r Am to ~+u t"! l..lent., in re 
~1r . T"'prnend'!Z , triP ChilPflll r oreipn Mi.ni.s t er, otc . 
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Bentiago, Xaroh 1!, 1944. 

Dear Mr. President! 

I am enolosing copy or a telegram sent to the De­
partment. I haYe seen five or eix roreign Ministers 
e1noe I oame to Chile. Not one has had the ability, 
tne international compr ehension, the training, or the 
spirit or friendly cooperation with us that Femandu 
baa ehown sinoe he engineered the rupture. He baa 
made a mistake, but one miltake,in view or the record 
before his time, ie not vital. It should be sheer 
tragedy were he roroed out by the very belated ardor 
or the Radical Party to make way t or one or their poli­
tioians. A1moet every oriSil eino e I baYs been here hae 
been f orced by the Radical Party, though the President 
baa been a Radical, and in not one 1nstanoe baa there 
been anything to explain the or1a11 but patronage. The 
Radical Party i e the Tammany Hall or Chile. In the tight 
tor rupture, our greatest obstacle tor a long time and 
until the very end, was the Radical Party. Should Fernanda~ 
be forced out on the ground that we do not want him, the 
President would be called on to name a Radical. I can-
not think or one qualified by experienoe, knowledge, or 
triendship tor ua. 

May I be permitted the temerity to suggest that 
the extension ot the Good Neighbor Policy to the whole 
world Will not est well in South America? The Good 
Neighbor Policy implied a special interest or ours 1n 
tne Ameri cae. With the extenB1on, it oeases to have any 
special eignitioanoe tor tb1e cont i nent . Cannot soae 
other~e be oo1ned tor the extension, leaY1ng t he Good 
Neighbor Policy what it has been all along? I t hink t nie 
1s an especially bad time to indicate any leeeening or 
our special interest 1n South Amerioa. Tne Br itish are 
working l ncessantly and With plenty or money to build up 
British post war trade on tole continent. With an 
intensification or their activities and tne 1essen1ng ot 
ours, 1 am atrald or the street. 

Warmest regarde, 

The Prel1dent 
The Wh1te MoueeL 

Washington, D.C . 



DECI.A.~~rf't~D 
State l)cptt_ l-elt~r. 1-11.--11 .-

»1 J. _l>le ~n a· t1 \97z 
SECSTATE - WASHINGTON URGENT 

c---. FOR UNDER SECRE'l'ARY, DUGGAN,BONSAL AND LYON 

Yesterday afternoon Pablo Ramirez came to me from rern,ndez 

asking it I would see the latter at h1a house in the evening . The 

Minister looked very tired and discouraged but impressed me, ae 

always, as !rank and sincere in what he said. He said he had con­

sidered the provisional recognition of Argentine Junta as routine 

and that the provision that Argentina carry out all ite obliga­

tions as promised under the Rio agreement as constituting a warn­

ing to Farrell, ae furnishing a club through which Chile can be 

of service in forcing him to keep hie word, and also a way out 

should he tail . Mistaken though I think he was , I am poeitiYe 

of hie sincerity. When I suggested that he may haTe feared the 

possible drawing together ot Bolivia and Argentina constituting 

a grave t hreat to Chile, he said that while there was that danger 

this did not mot iYate hie aot. I have the distinct impression that 

he wae the victi m of had advicee from Ooorado Rioe and Felix Nieto. 

He protested almost pathetically hie complete sympathy 

with the United States and hie ambition to work with ue; hie 

admiration for Roosevelt and hie affecti on for Hull; and urged 

that we use Chile ae a club on Argentina. He said and proposed 

certain things. 

(1) He eaid he had already told 'he Argentine Ambassador 

that it 1e imperative that a c1vilia.n known to be strongly 

democratic and wholly satisfactory to the United States and 

United Nations be named Minister of Foreign Affaire, and that 

steps must be taken i mmediately to discharge the obligations ot 

continental defense under the Rio agreements. 
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(2) He suggested that Armour come here oateneibly for a 

rest to tell h1m personally and secr etly how Chile oould moat ef­

f ecti vely cooperate wi th him. Thl a implied distrust of hie Ambas­

sador. Pablo Ramir ez, who was preeent, here i nt erJected the 

r emark t hat t he Ambaeaador does not have t he confidence or the 

United Nations and should be r ecalled. 

(3) He asked our opinion on the wisdom or calling a meet­

ing of American Por eign Ministers with some advance not i ce, to 

check up on what t he country or each has done toward carrYing 

out the Rio agreement•; comment i ng that thi e would put each 

country on its met tle and r esult in more being done than has been, 

and implied it would be he lpful to him. 

(4) rle sai d he hae not sent any instructions to h is 

American mi ssi ons to carry on a campaign to persuade any to ac­

cord recognition to Perrell. 

Arter this conversation I am c onvi nced t he~t he t;ae not 

cotivc tf'd l::y rescr. tr Ht and certL 11 lJ 1 ot t;, an;, ccr rc l c.t:£ op-

pos1t 1M'I to u11 , He made a blunder, hi e fi r st, very si mi lar but 

not quite so pointed as that or Aranha 1n order1ng n1a Ambassador 

to i gnore the agreement and •go immediately and r ecognize Ramirez•, 

which was the first break in continental solidarity. 

The 1nc1dent has 1ts advantages. ! t 1e intensifying the 

d iepoeition to roroe into operation. the Rio agreements, economically 

and poli t i cally. The Government i s now acting vigorously on the 

spy caees . Yesterday, President Ri oe eummoned t he Chief J ustice 

and asked him to put eome iron lnto t he Judge acting i n t he caaea, 

and warned him that any spy r eleased by the court wil l be iamediately 

rearrested on hie persona l oraer and reapona1bll1ty, 

The sit uat i on developing rrom the incident, r esulti ng i n 
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oppoe1t1on, calla tor t h1a obaervat l on: I am not 1mpreaeed but 

rather depreaaed by the eudden ardor ot t he Rad1ca~ party which 

tor two years baa been our constant etumbl1ng block. It 1e 

interested primarily 1n t he Jobs. It would l ike to have Fernanda~ 

out, that one ot 1ta polltici ana may be put ln. It has no one 

whoee friendship tor us, whose di sposition to cooperation, whose 

a omprehenalon of the world altuat1on, remot ely approachea that ot 

Fernanda~ who englneered the rupture a nd !or more than a year hae 

cooperated v1gorouely with ue . It there have been delays , 1t hae 

not been due to h1a alnce he has peraietently preeeed tor action 

tha t we want . I aa convi nced that t he recall ot Conrado Rioe would 

greatly simplify our problema in Argentina, and With attacks being 

made upon him here, I am wonderi ng it it could be i nt imated to 

Michels that we have no confidence in · h1s tr1endah1p tor us. 

Certa inly it will not be t o our advantage to have FernAndez 

aaorit1ced. 

Repeated to Buenoe Air ee. 

BOWERS 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

!!o.rch 24 , 1()1111 
MEI-.ORANDUM F'OR THE PRESIDENT 

CHILEA!; RECOGNITION OF THE FA!~RELL 
REGIME IN ARGENTINA 

There is attached for olgnature a reply to 

Atcbassador Bo~;ers at Santiago , answering his lett..,r 

of March 8 to the Preo1dent . 

Enclosures : 

l . From Ambas sador Bower s, 
March 8, 1944. 

2 . Copy of telegram from 
Santiago . 

3 . f'ro:ll The ;lhl te House, 
!l.aroh 17, 19-!:4. 

4 . To Ambassador Bowers . 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 1, 1944. 

t.IEUJIWIDUM FOR 

THE SECRl!'TARY OF STATE 

Please pr epare r epl J and 

also speak t o me 1about t his letter 

from Claude Boners . 

F. D. P.. 

Let~er ador~sseo to t ha 
PrPS.iOe!it aated Lu r cl! zu, 194 4 . 

0!:-r.'~S i"'IED 

By Doput.y ,\. ', 1: of t ho U.S. 

By \i'. J . !.. tc .• t.r t Dat e FEB 4 1972 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

April 7, 1 9 .11\ 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Illli. ARTICLE CONCERNING AMBASSADOR BOWERS 

There is attached tor signature a reply to 

Ambassador Bowers at Santiago, answering his letter 

or Maroh 24 to the President. 

Enclosures: 

l. From Ambassador Bowers, 
March 24, 1944 . 

2. Copy or telegram to Time, Ino. 
from American Chamber CoiiUIBrce in Chile . 

3. Copy or telegram to Time Magatine 
!rom Chile- Amerioan Association. 

4. Copy or telegram to Time Magazi ne 
rrom John w. White. 

5 . Copy or telegram to Time Magazine 
rrom Amer1oen businessmen in Chile . 

6. From The White House, Maroh 30, 1944 
7. To Ambasaador Bowera. 
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Dear Clallde I 

I ba•• r e .. lYt d 7our le\,er o t a&reb ~4 
eoaeenlq \be 11M. •rU ele ot ....... 20 . ftle .. ..,~ 
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r .. l at~o•• u . '*' •• ,_ ~nov •• well • • &a7\led7 
alae, lt l t no\ 11 a1 t o preYt at \heat \b\aca aa4 • • 
\ha taat \l.t IAJOJ a tree prtte , 
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.o l \b c-od vllhta, 1 aa 

l laaartl7 JOYrt, 

ftla tloeoreble 
Cl .... ......... . 

AHrl ... AIIINta aacl.alo , 
llt.atbp. 
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XEY.ORAHDUM FOR 

THE WRITE HOU81 

Wub1ngton 

THE SEORETARX 01 STATE 

Marab JO, 1944. 

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY FOR 

MY SIGNATURE , 

F.D.R. 



WCA:LA 

Dear Mr . Pree1dent: 

labua)' or the 
Un1tad Statae or Amer1oa 

Santiago, Maroh 2•, 1g44 , 

In Tiev or the 11ing and T1oioue attaok on 

me in 11at, and the ailenoe or the State Depart­

aent, i mpoeed by d1gnit7, I aa proud to enoloae 

herewith oop1111 or telegraaa or prohet apon\ane­

oual)' aent that aourriloua, Looae aega&ine b7 the 

Aaer1oan Ohaaber or Ooaaaroe i n Ohile, the Ch1le­

Aaerioan Sooiet1, and tvent7-tvo or the lead1nc 

Aaer1oana here, exeoutivea or Amerioan intereata. 

I haTe notea rrom oolleaguee expreeeing their 
1 d1sgust• and I am aorr1 to ••1 the Canadian 

phraaed it 1 &7 dieguat with the peouliar aethoda 

or some or 10ur periodioale1 • John White aleo 
telegraphed a denunciation to the ~ ~ Berald­

tr1bune, Balt11prt ~ and Ph1ladolph1iJRtoord. 

Enoloeuree: 
Copies or telegrama, 
aa atated. 

The Honorable 
Franklin D. RooeeYelt, 

The White IOU II 

Waahington, D.O. 

8inoerel1, 

CLAUDE G. BOWERS 
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A:LA 

(TRU£ COPY - ea) 

Time, Inc . , 
330 Eaat 22 Street, 
Qh1gago, Ill. 

Your untimely reference Ambaasadcr Bowers 

i s sue March 20t h represent& underhand a1s­

intoraation considered by ua harmtul to our 

country 1e but interests during peri od when 

all or us are endeavoring f ur ther hemispher e 

solidarit y under capable leaderahip our well 

placed Ambaaaador. 

Ameri can Chamber Commerce in Chile 



WOA:LA 

(TRUE OOP!- ee) 

TIME HAG.AZUIE 
TIME 6 LIFE BUILDING 
ROOIEFELLER OENTER 
JIEW !ORX, N.Y. 

The Ohlle-Amerioan Aeeooiation or Santiago 

Oh1le energetically protests the publicati on 

in the iesue or Time or Marob 20th, 1944, at­

taok1ng the Ambassador or the United States, 

the Honorable Olaude Q, Bowers. The article 

i s not only inaccurate, unJuet and unpatrioti c 

but l easena the oon!idenoe a magazine auoh as 

Tiae ehould aerit . 

Ohlle-Aaerioan Aeaooiation 
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(TRUE COPY - ea) 

TO: HERALD TRIBUNE 
BUN 
RECORD 

- NEW YORX 
- BALTIMORE 
- PHILADEU'HU 

FYI TIME MAGAZINE ATTACX BOWERS AUGUST TWENTIETH ISSUE 

COMPLETELY FALSE UNWARRANTED HE WAS CO!ISTANT DIRECT 

TELEPHONIC COMMUNICATION WASHINGTON FROM LOCALITY HIS 

FIRST REST MOREN YEAR ADDITION EMBASSYS DAILY COM­

MUNICATION WASHINGTON STOP CHILES REASONS BREAl SO 

W£.1GHTY WOULDNT BEEN ALTERED IF BOWERS HAD CAMPED 

FORYJNISTERS DOORSTEP STOP BOWERS UNDOUBTEDLY DON£ 

MORE ANY OTHER MEMBER OUR FOREIGN SERVICE DEFEND 

DEMOCRACY BOUAMERICA HE ALMOST SOLELY RESPONSIBLE 

NONRECOGNITION BOLIVIA WHICH DISCOURAGED THREATENED 

SPREAD MILI TARY GOVERNMENTS SIMILAR ARGENTINAS STOP 

ATTACK PROBABLY REVENGE BOWERS FORCEFUL DENUNCIATION 

TIMES FALSE CHARGE llRE8IDJ:Nl'AGUIRRE CERDA WAS DYING 

DRUNKENNESS 

JOHN W 'liHITE 

J W WHITE, Club de la Un1dn 
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~WCA:LA • 

(TRUE COPY - ea) 

TIME MAGAZINE 
TIME & LIFE BUILDING 
ROCKEFELLER CENTER 
NEWYORX 

The undersigned American business men 1n Chile deeply 
reaent the uncalled tor and completely unfounded article 
in the i ssue ot Time ot March 20th, 19•4, attacking the 
Ambassador ot the United States the Honorable Claude G. 
Bowers. The Ambassador was taking a well earned and long 
postponed vacation of short duration within two and a half 
hours automobile ride or Santiago and at all times was in 
telephonic communication with the Embassy. Scurrilous a t­
tacks of this nature are particularly unJust in the case 
or the person representing the United States in Chile dur­
ing these difficult times when the t act is that hie able 
representation has secured the complete confidence of the 
American colony as well as that of the Government to which 
he is accredited . Furthermore in our opinion Time is bein 
unfair to itself and its subscribers by resorting to such 
low type Journalism which in time ot war is certainly an 
unpatriotic effort to destroy the very work which t he Amba 
sador must do. 

H . R. Grahalll 
J. H. Cuaeen 
P. A. Seibert 
J. R. Cotter 
R. P. Miller 
J. L. Willett 
James Carr 
Richard Reinoehl 
Roy Cohn 
Fred Moore 
Hugh McFadden 

w. R. Judson 
Richard Brenner 
Frank Kay 
William Slack 
James 01Gara 
Lawrence Baldwin 
0. G. Bush 
w. E. Morrison 
o. H. Mitchell 
M. s. McGoldrick 
W. J. Turner 
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DEPARTMENT OF' STATE 
WASHINGTON 

April 22, 1'!44 

JiBUORI.NDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

With reference to your memorandum or April 1, . 1944 , encloeing a letter from Ambassador Bowara 
relative to the Spanish and Argentine aituat iona , 
there i a a ttached a euggeeted reply f or your aignature 
if you approve. 

e lf 
Enclosures : 

1 . Letter from Ambauador 
Bowers , dated March 20, 
1944. 

2. Suggested reply to 
Ambassador Bowers. 
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Sign&d original of thi • letter r eturned to the Office of t he 
Secretary of Stnte for deltvery by pouch 4/26/44. 

has 

s:rrgrrx GPYFIT r 

Dear Claude 1 

Thank you tor your latter ot March 20 , 1944 
commenting on the present position ot Argentina 
and Spain. Aa always, I tind your views both in­
tereating and thoughtfUl. 

I now am going to write you with complete 
trankneaa, knowing that you will realise the abao­
lutely confidential character ot what I aay and 
will divulge thia to no one. 

Our radiua ot action in dealing with Argen­
tina haa been limited by the dependence ot the 
British particularly on certain prime Argentine 
exporta . We have not aimply accepted the Britiah 
statement of their need; our own food and supply 
people contirm what the Britiah have told ua . 
The 1nvaa1on ot Europe may have s ome ettect upon 
thia situation, but the estimate ot tood needs 
tor Europe indioatea a continuing dependence upon 
Argentine supplies tor aome time to come. 

Armour believe• that hie British colleague 
1n Buenoe Aires hae given him adequate, although 
poeeibly not dynamic , eupport. British Govern­
ment action hae been frequently handicapped by 
the atti tude ot some leader• ot the large c olony 
ot hard- ahelled British. Theae peraona are in­
tluanoed aa much by poetwar trade conaiderationa 
u by the illlpa:rative naceaaity of tiret winning 
the war. The Britiah Oonrr.ent ia not alone in 
having dit!icult1ea 1n getting ita own people to 

DECLASSrFIED 
By Depu ty A:l'a1 VJ,'"t ot t he U.S . 

By W. J. Stu~&rt Date fER 4 Jglz 
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aee the wer in the proper ~ig)lt, We have our 
own prob~-.. . You, ror inatance, know better 
than anyone or the dirric~tiea th&t the Time­
Lire article• have created rrom time to t~ 
y;-our relatione with Chile , and our newepaper­
men keep ineiating upon aending deepatchee 
about our need ror Argentine produce , 

Your rirat- hand tnrormation concerning Gi~ 
Roblee and other rigurea 1n a poaaible monuch1et 
reetoration i n Spain ia very interesting. The 
queation or the reatoration or the .anarchy aeam., 
however, to have again receded into tbe back­
ground. 

With but wtahea, I am 

Sincerel7 youra , 

I IU.MlL l ll i, I!GO:Sii.VXL:Il 

The Honorable 
Claude G. Bowera , 

American Ambaaeador, 
Santiago, 



• 
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Sa.ntiago, March 20, 19~ . 

Dear Mr. President: 

I have some ideas touching but indirectly on Chile which I nevertheless consider ot so much significance that it should be called to your attention for whatever it may be worth. We unquestionably are losing prestige in South America because ot the Argentine s i tuati on, due to the fact that Arsent1na defies us with impunity and yet escapee economic sanctions. While defying us openly and pluming themselves among the other American nations on t heir euc­oeee, they are prosperi ng beyond any other American nation, and were before the rupture of relatione which, thus far, means lese than nothing. The other American nstione t hat have stood by ue and are suffering from economic causes and are sure to suffer more i n the poet-war period, while it seems Argentine will increase her prosperity, are laughed at by the Argentinians and told it would have been better tor them to have followed Argentina rather than the United States. If the war ends with these conditions, I feel positive that Argentina will emerge as the dominate nation ot the continent; and its influence will be against us . 
I know, of course, that we have been unable to do anything because ot the attitude or England. This eeems intolerable to me since we are spending billions and risk­ing millions of lives perhaps f or t he protect ion ot England's position in Europe while she i s unwilling to stand by us in a problem or the Americas . Now I am ~ to say something I would not whisper outside. I am rti'iilYoOiiviiiced tEat ~ngland 1Inds the idea or continental solidarity under our guidance obnoxious, since she tears t he effect of this solidarity on her poet-war trade . I know that she did nothing to help us in the tights tor rupture - certainly nothing i n Chile. On the contrary, her business men here usually sympathized with Chileans on thei r theory that nothing would be gained by a rupture . I am convinced that 

The Honorable 
Franklin D. Roosevelt , 

The White House, 
Washington, D. O. 

!h! 
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she reJoices 1n the anti-American attitude ot Argentina. 

She is exerting herself ass iduously to curry favor 
here. Recently her Chamber ot Commerce gave a great 
banquet tor the Minister ot Finance, and I Just learn 
that another is planned tor the President. I was shocked 
when the Lord Willingden mission was here to note that 
litt le, 1t anything, was said about the war. It was purely 
a "buy British" excursion, composed ot big industrialists, 
a man from the Bank ot London, all ot the Chamberlain appease­
ment crowd . Last week when the Valparaiso papers carried 
elaborate stories about the Filipino army ottioer, Commander 
Lopez Manzano, a delegation ot English business men in 
Valparaiso called on El Mercurio there to protest with some 
vigor. This I get trOim t1 Mercurio, and it seems incredible. 

But t he beet evidence that a long term campaign to 
diminish our i nfluence on t his continent is found in the 
field or the press. The Reuter agency is partly financed 
by the British Government; English business men here, and 
presumably in other countriesi contribute to t he Reuter tund; 
and t he Reuter neve is an Eng ish interpretation. The United 
Press tor years has served most or t he papers or South 
America, all the important ones in Argentina and most here , 
and t he Argentine Government has closed down the United 
Press t here and all its clients have had to go ov~r to 
Reuters. Whether this 1s part or the trade on the Briti sh 
attit ude toward sanctions against Argentina, or merely a 
tine Argentine gesture to encourage the British in right 
doing, I do not know, but I have strong suspicions. Should 
the result be permanently the shifting ot the South American 
press rrom t he United Press to Reuters, I know t he ettect on 
us and on our prestige here will be decidedly unrortunet e . 
I noticed, copied here , an editorial t»am the London Mail say­
ing Argentina's attitude is not pro- totalitarian, or pro-
Nazi but •anti- American imperialism•. Our press t akes it 
quietly without a word. 

Another thing that may be or interest to you in 
reference to the Spanish situation. I yield to no one 
regarding Spain, as to the personnel or its public lite, 
and the meaning behind its diverse movements. Since we 
hear that an agent or the movement to torce the King back 
on the people is in Washington, and since the press here 
reports the tull Ministry already chosen by the l ate King's 
eon, an analysis or its meaning may be or some slight 
interest. The movement is clearly one or a part or the 
Army, t he big industrialists, the big bankers, t he reudaliet1c 
land owning aristocracy. This means the economic reactionaries . 

Nothing 

J 
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Nothing is said about release or the t housands or 
democrats in Jail, t he r eturn or t he gallant men who tor 
two and a halt years held back the Nazi flood !rom Europe, 
or elections and a return to a par l iamentary government . 

But I am intrigued by t he announcement that Oil 
Roblee ie to be Prime Minister. I know h1m well and fol­
lowed him and hie views closely tor stx years. He is the 
eon or a very react ionary pro!eeeor a t Salamanca. When a 
s tudent t here, Oil Roblee and a rev young men r an a paper 
bitterly denounci ng Unumuno, the ornament ot the University, 
because he was a liberal and a democrat. He never has known 
the generous liberal impulses or youth. He was r eactionary 
!rom hie cradle. He att ended one o! the Nazi conventions 
at Nurnberg. Hie paper was an ardent friend or Mueeolini. 
In the campaign o! 1936 in a public speech he eaid that 
1 t he curse or Spain is too much education• . I n another 
he said that t he ideal political set up is that o! 1 t he 
philoeophers or the 16th Century•. During t he two years 
he was actually i n power hie people wrecked the publio 
school program, making splendid progress under Azana ; they 
reduced the very r easonable laws enacted tor lift ing the 
statue or labor to nullities; they wrecked t he plane tor 
agrarian r e! orme . While Minister or War he had Franco as ~ 
head or the starr, and Republican officers were sent to ~ •.. 
unimportant poets and enem i es or the Republic sent ifie,eaa.~ .. 
It wae common knowledge that the se two manipulated the 
army in pr eparation tor a coup d 1 etat . When t he election 
was lost in 1936 he went the next day to Portello, the Prime 
Minister, and asked him to make himeelt dictator. Portello 
himself let that out. 

But when the election wae loet,many, including the 
monarchiete, turned bitterly against him because they 
eaid he had the game in hie hands and he did not have 
t he gut s to aot when hie people were in power. He ran 
away from Spa in the n1ght before the war began and the 
present r egime has never permitted h1m ih Spain . He re­
mains i n voluntary exile in Portugal • 

Thus hated by the Republican element, whi ob is pre­
dominate, but 1n exile, or 1n prl eon , hated by the Falang i ets, 
hle selection !or Prime Minister merely means that he has 
made terms with Alba and the Monarchi s ts . 

I also know Ventosa, the Minister or Finance. He 
1s a pleasant man, ot the big money group headed by Cambo, 
ot Barcelona . It ie ae though t he first John Pi erpont 
Morgan had been made Secretary o! the Treasury. 

It i e also ed ifying to hear i n this preee report 
that Juan March i s financing t he restoration. He is 
lit erally the Al Capol'l!l or Spain, notori ously crooked, and 

bit 
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h1a fortune was largely made dur1ng t he first war when he 
was a contrabandi st on a large scale and d1d work tor 
Germany. He was in Jail t or notorious crookedness when 
I went to Madrid and he bribed hie way out. He financed 
largely the Fasci st uprising 1n the beg1nn1ng 1n 1936. He 
certainly 1e a sweet smelling rascal to fi nance any 
respectable movement . 

You may want some or these facts in the back or 
your head . 

Warmest regards. 

Since~~ 
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981, June 7 , l p . m. 

San t1ago , Ch1l c 

Dated June 7 , 19(~ 

Reo 'd 6 :15 p . m. 

C! P% . - . FOR STETTINIUS DUGGi.ll :.liD !NON 

Yesterday evcnin(l formal honngc was paid ';he United 

Nations , apropos the invasion, in the Co'naresr , lEnding 

ru:mbcrs o£ ell parties particip~ ting, includ11l; Cruz Coke, 

Grove, :.rnuna t ecui and Contrerns Lo.barca , and Perno.nd ez 

spokE in Harm commencln tion of our onus e and llnrticulnr l y 

~Entioned the United States , end spoke for ~resident Rios . 

Senator Guzonn in his speech paid an elnboratc tribute to 

our contribution to Chilean independence und propos~d that 

s tre cts b c no.m cd after Po i ns £t t and :.dmiral rloos t cr . In 

addition there was n deoonstrntion in the streets , J:umcrous 

telegrams of congratulations from all parts of Chile l~vc 

b ttn r co ci v cd, I thin It 1 t is within the rae ts to say tho t 

there is every proof of a real general enthusiasm in ChilE 

over the successful invasion. 

President Rios nlso nmdc an official stnttntoit in v1hich 

he chcrnctcrizcd the forces of the United Nations as 

-=uBsrFml 
... DeJ't a e> llrt', 1·11·'71 

11F J. 8 • .. .. n-·· FEB 4 1972 

dcfcndi111; 
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defending the culturE end civiltzntion of the (<!} inst 
and pledGEd ChilE and its Government to a definite policy _ 
of cooperation \lith thE Uni ted Notions and their co3ocio.tEs 
in the d Efense of thE democratic rEgime and the unity of 
thE Continent . 

The press cootinueo to give unusunl spacE to the n£\ts 
from France, end all t he nEWspapers carry very favorable 
leading cditorinls 1 Prcsidrnt Roosevel t' s prayer also 
carried in full a nd favorably coc1rncntcd on by Catholic 
ConservativE EL DI/.fiiO ILUSTR..DO , 

Bm llcycr of the ;,p who :~mt a report of the homog c . 
paid by Con:;rEos to the United Nnt1ons 1 to noosevElt1 
Churohih and Stalin1 in! oms me thn t the :.rgmtinE censor 
has forbidden its publicntion . in i.rgmtinE papers , 

REpEnted to Ducnos .. ires , 

EJH L!IS 

( '·') t.pparcnt omission • 



~ignftd or ti'i na.l or t hi• ll' t trr •ent to tho 
Seorat.Arv of St.. te for deltv"'ry , 6/l')j 1J. . 
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JUno 10, 1944 

., Cur Ol .. 4ea 

I haYe received JOUl" lo\\er or Aprll a, li4• 
eaoloelng a oop7 ot JOUI" lo\\er of \he .... 4ato 
to lbo seel"'\877 of Steto, wbith I ta4or•'••4 he 
aa.vored a t nom~ l enetb on Mar ~ . 1g~4. 

The Oh1lean ~cord or Oolllpl1&n00 tdth tbe 
reeoluti onc ado~\ed ~t the Rlo de Janeiro Conference 
ln JMuary 19<o?. as cort.,ared ri th that or the other 
American Republica we~ YPVY t ul Jy dl~ou~ced in ~ 
alaeog:rt phed olroul.ar inatl'uctl.vn fl'Oill t t l! Depllrteent 
of Sta t e dated March 4:, 11144, r1le no . 710 Coruml ta­
tlon 3/ 066A. The meter1al covered in th1a i ns t r uc t i on 
1e currcnt17 be!n& brought up t o dete hy tl•11 
Depar t ment of 5t c t e !.nd !'Oil wil l bo provided 111 t h a 
oOpJ of the r ev1 d on ehortlJ. 

I think the nrl atioJI l n GP.Pr eolnt1on of Chlle 1 e 
oooperat1on and effort na between the Depart ment ot 
9\a.te on the one h!>nd end tbe Ertbii.BBY a t llnnU ngo on 
lbe other, I.e le.r tely a u tter or perspeot1Ye ond 
vboA vi ewed 1n the ll.shl or ~e oorapl ete 1nroroat1on 
vhioh ia avall abl fl h e r e on the 11evaureo t aken b7 al.l 
tho o ther ~er1Cfta Repub11ee t o 1m?leaent the Rlo 
roeolutlons, Chile1 e pertoraanoe appeare lees 
1mpr ea, 1ve t han lt IUY to thoBfl on the spot. I 111o11t 
adalt tha t I em so•vtuo.t 11.t a loea t o uncteratMd the 
etatement attr1~\e4 \o r~ . Spaeth to the et f eot 
tha' Chile 1e doing beUer than Peru n1noo he hac 
p&rtlo1pa t ed 1n etudiaa Just oomple\ed by the 

-vv 



eo.al''•• tor Polltloal Petenee oo~erlns all \be 
rep•bllee, vhloh RIP•' that Pel'll h&e ben aore 
etteotl~e than Ohlle 1n 1apleaen,1nl Alo Reeol•t1oa XTII, \be area uU h wh1oh Mr. Spaeth deah. 

I t1nd JOur reaarte and pr osnoetloatlone ln 
regard to the poll,loal el'-Atlon la \bla eo.ntrJ, 
a1 alva7s , ~er7 1nter u t1ng. 

Ver1 trul7 70ur1, 

fhe Honorabla 
Claude 0 . Bon~!b 

Amer1 oan a nador, 
S&ntlago. 



Santiago, April 6, 19~4 . 

Dear Mr. President: 

I enclose a copy of a pe rsonal letter to Hull , which may interest you. The insistence f rom Washington that Chtle is cooper ating lese than the other Ameri can Republics causes some skeptici sm on the staff since our information does not bear i t out . Indeed Spaeth , when here, told a member or the starr t hat vhile is doing better than Peru . Certainly she has closed-­closed--the Ger man Bank, while Br azi l has merely put in an interventor; and the German Insurance Company is also being closed or taken over. Certalnly t he espionage crusade here goes beyond t hat in any other American nation . I am asking a report on what has been done to carry out our wishe s in Brazil, Peru, Columbia, Uruguay and Bolivia . If, as claimed, Chi le's record i s below that of others , it can be used ef­fectively, perhaps , at the Foreign Of f ice . 
Meanwhi le , Chile, by energetic action has rendered us great service in Buenos Aires, as Armour so generously has reported to Washington . Fernandez has kept me i nt i mately informed, sending for me twice yesterday. Thts has been done in stopping the censoring or American news reels, i n the re­opening of t he United Preas , and 1n foroin ~ the suspension o f the paper that attacked Armour . Sl-le ls also bringi ngstrong pressure to get the army men out of the Foreign Office, the Interior and Finance, to bring about the freedom of the press, elections , the r esumption of constitutional government , and putting Stettinius 1 flve po1.nts in opera tion . At t his moment I know of no American nation r endering greater s ervlce to us . 

I sometimes wonder if Washington real izes how Chile is hated because of its democracy by the nations ruled by dictators and oligarchies of eoonomlc Tories . I know that Peru and Brazi l are pouring poison into Washington . 
The defeat of W111ki e and his withdrawal probably means Dewey, and that means reaction. I think Willkie would have polled more votes in the general election, and that the liberal element supporting him will not support Dewey at the polls. 

Enclosure: 
Copy of letter, as stated . 

The Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt, 'ofashington , D. C. 

Sino~~ 
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Santiago, Apl'11 6, 1944. 

Dear Mr. Beoretarr: 

I baYe rour l etter ot the 21et and ite reterenoe to 
111ohele 1 ezplanat1on ot the reoosnit1on ot the hrrell 
regiae. I thlnk there 1e DO doubt that it W&l precipitate 
aotion and that reJ'II!nde&, lluoh to hle dhtreu, aoted 011 
the ordere ot R!oe, Who ia olearl7 oYer oautioue about 
AJ'Ient1na. 

Ot oourae I had no euoh etupid thought •• that we oould 
in anr war preYent rern&nde& goinc, but in aooordanoe with 
the ouato. ot keeping rou intor.ed aa to t he realitiea ot 
the aituation hera, 1 wrote ., own opinion ot the etteot. 
'fhere ia not a ao1nt111a ot doubt that I waa, and aa, one 
hwldred per oent r1ght on ~hat. Rloe .. lt .. e011e ahtaltea, 
bat hi wOul! •te 11&111 ao!':P but tor r..,n&ndes; aa4 Me. Jlaa 
done aoae tine thinga, the rupture, the putting ot the agree­
.. nte ot Rio into operation, the campaign aga1net the apiea, 
and theee haYe all ooae about through the 1naietenoe ot 
rern&ndez. 

Fernandez neYer told ae that he had been let down, but 
he ao erpreeeed h1aaelt to a triend who o1ntidentiall7 told 
ae. I then aaked hla tor hie recollection ot the underetand-
1nga he thought hi bad and theae haYe been aent the Depart.­
aent and no doubt fOil han 11111 tlln. I d tea4• Ao ••tine 
but 1n rour ottioe and thez:e I -raelt olearl7 underatood that 
the ateel plant proJeot had been gone into b7 our people who 
thought taYorab17 ot it; that we were not then, beoauae ot 
the war, in poeition to aend the .. ohlnerr, but that it the 
requeat were repeated 1n eix aonthe, we would aee what we 
oould do. Ot oourae conditione re .. 1n auoh that we cannot 
do anrth1ng now. 

But I waa puulld and a little dhtreued the other da7 
when the Betblehe• Steel .. n troa the Statea oaae to aee ae 
and told ae that Peareon had aaked h1a to report on the 
teaelbllit7 ot the plan. That .. ned to ae alaoat ironical. 
It would hardl7 haYe been neoeuarr tor hla to haYe ooae 
here to han giYen the opinion he had. Ot oourae Beth'lt'r• 
doea not want anr ooapetitor here eYen in a ... 11 w.,. 

'fhe Honorable 
Cordell Jlllll, 

leoret&J7 or State, 
Vuh1ftlton,D.C. 

1 
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I aleo Wl4oratoo4 that we, a1 a ~lrDMnl, wolll4 4o 
aothlac to pr.Yent Ohlleaa nitrate raaoh1nc our .. rtet. I 
wa1 lhOOkl4 the otheao 4&7 IO Ill a iCWII'DMftt J~aQbllt put 
.. t llf the Aerlollltu.l Depart8MI OD •ratheUo aUrate1 Nterr1Jic to an arUtlolal plaat 1ft Oaa.ta aa4 •arU. J.a 
ltlaolt tJPO that U wa14 pobulJ lie pooa1t1o to 411plaoo 
aat.ral altrale wlth the e,atbotlo a~lol• tor acrloultgral 
JNI'POIII 1ft tho Stat••· 'l'h11 ... ,.a • 11no1 we aN •-­
•1UI4 bf tho &aJ'IIMntl ot IU.O ll&lUt thll 'll&rf tblq. 

I • alao paa&l.lcl llr 1111 lUleteat aete that OJI11o ha• 
4oae 1111 tor the war etto~ than aar other A8erte...a~loa, 
hal oooperah4 le11. lho •nl4 elowlJ 1a tile ..-.luro INI 
that 11 4ue to ller t .... rauo proo11111 an4 tho taot that llhe 
11 a IOY•rn.•nt or law, UD4or a Oonatltutlon that operatea, 
an4 aot or a Dlotdoao. Ia tho .. uer ot oarJ7lq CNt acree­••U, I • tol4 bf 0111" on people that oho hal lone 80N 
than DIIMI'O\ll other AMrloaa naUou. low tbat the Pnl14ont 
haa luue4 hh tooNe, euh ba4 to walt .. ooacNel1oaal 
aoUOD, ho baa o1o•l4 the G•r.aa Milk - 110114 11 a1 , 
W11ho4; lNt Ira all hal p~ 1ft u 1a ternnlor - whloll • DOt 
Wllat we want.a. I • 1Dt•••• tbU -~ b7 re...Wea 
that tho Ge,_. IDftl'UOe oo.,.., alii u iei.JW o1Me4. An4 
1n tho •"•r ot the llaolt Ll1t, tho ~I'Mifti heN hal nner 
attel'Ot ono, llqle .... ot 1o.pletat or obJeoU• aa4 • 
han the 1-.e•t U1t 1n South AMrtoa; btat I u to14 tbal 
n han 11'0\ltile ln lraall aa4 I know that Wbea bora Aranha 
SOt 81 latO a OOI'ftll' at tho IN&lliaa J:llba117 aa4 4enouaol4 
tho lllaolt Ll.ll With blttll'llOIIo 

D Wll14 llo 'lllrf he1pr.al boN lt thl Dlparluat Vlll 
oea4 •• a Uet ot tho thlnc• n feel eh01ll4 be 4ou, to­
ptber vltb vbat oooh other AMrloan RopUllo bao done &)lout 
lt. It lt 11 •• ~ u •• an to14, v1tboul opeelt1oat1on•, 
lt oaa pi'ONblJ be uol4 etteoU'IIIlJ on the ~ellftMnt bore. 
But our people ln tho HOD08lo eeotlon an pleall4 vlth what 
11 belq 4one an4 lo belJIC planD04. 

file ••oplac oaapaip aca1MI llplllft&ll bore and the 
....,.,,, an ~~~~q•••Uoaablf the ••t lapori&Jlt that ba•• 
booa -.!1 ln ur ethor A8orloan RopUllo. 1 • atra14 IIU' 
proao llao llttlo to oar abollt tbU. 

II lo ••rr olear to • 1 ... IHI'Itai'J, aa4 l ba'lll oa14 
it llotore1 that thora an ... 1 .. 1a lwlb A8erloa pnnllls 
tor Ohlll aa4 IPNe4ill« all ,_.., ot taataotlo Ialii u .. i Jt•• to '"''' a pn,twlleo aplaet Iiiii• 1a W.UU.toaa aa4 I 
know tho roo• on - the7 fill that • Ob11o Olli, thiN vUl 
be •oN to• tua. I m•, M4 I Wl'lM thu wt.ua tellltoi'&Uon, 
tllllt aet .. a .. ua AMI'loaa .. u. roo111 ... tot 01111• t• 
broek N1al1•1 Willi tho Aall tu tllil rouoa. I U4 11ft lla'IIO -
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oao AMI'1oaa oo'lo.... u.ru.111 a flqor about u non I aa4 87 ltaff Wtl'O WOl'klJIC 4aJ an4 nlpt an4 lun4.,1 utll •hn• wttu Mftl"t •u n~ ..... •u INiliw Aaka..a• pt lat,NIU•• r .. N.t. I ta1bt ,., .... u, wt." ·~ hNtlU1 tllo INilllU, tile loll•laa, u4 other .... • ... 1111'1 .. Oat u .. aa4 , ... , ..... all p1a11117 ~oaael tllat .... ,...,.,,.WON Mil. 

All& tba' ltrla.a • to tho lat11' fal10boel pa' 1n t1H111aU• - tha' Uhllo waa 'I'Jlac '' to,. a antbo,. bl .. W1'Jl --·lila - loll•la 1:!. .. ' tht laltel ltatoa. tJllt ... , to ba .. Ua or"fla 1n t wUJa Dr. CoPNa. Wboll I JleaJ« thlo aMSl.nc ale, I epou •o r...M.4oa allw' u aa4 1w oal4 U waa •UorlJ tal... llaoo U.. co...., n­poato lt t. laUOI'oon. 'l'o4aJ I talh4 acaln Wl'h Pon&ndoa, no ••• utval17 lnc1tpan•, aat. ta14 n wae a 11• "' ot .u olnll u4 he to14 .. tu wu'lo kttai'OU4. ,...,. waahd •••'hlac ot the 10rt u4 bad hle uotflo lal .... t bon nc­lllt n. lilt thle ac•n• ••• no' ""l•o& and W.n he had a tr1tnd MnU.oa U to Ptra&a.lta1 tbt laUtl' 4oanNtd U. It waa beoauoo of 'hl• roper' tha'S 111.. arNnctd ble lnh"l" wUh tlw ~ ln whlob bt eal4 tbat Chllo waato4 an4 woulA tolerate no bloo wt tho Paa-.Aaol'1oan bloo. !blo appear• of a p1ooo With tho o'bor raa•a~tlo tale oat ot Llla about ror•6e4oa ti'JlJII to porneAo .UWontllla to bnak nlaUone With 'he Un1tt4 ltatoo. It le too elll7 to dlocnaee • 
..aawtlllo Chllo hat 4oao •• ... lllcator •• wh1oh 4•••"• all pra1eo an4 appNOlat1oa. ~ 1a lne1atlnc la ...... Alro1 oa ol•lllaat for tho po1t~o1 ot ltatt Inhrlor an4 r~aanoo 1 for tU rootorauoa ot tho tn;4• ot tho pl'OIIJ tor the roatoratloa ot tho profooeoro 'brown oatl u4 Oil tar17 tlOIUoao u4 tho roetoraUoa of o•et1-._, OM'. pOJ'IlMD'• lbe hal ln11ettd that the AI'KGUM 1 .. \a prtblb1t proaa or ra41o ••taoko on 'ho O.lto4 ltatoe. 
!bat the 1o ••'"I ... PI'OINII la of lmowltde• '' Uo 7bu ... AMI'loaa nna 1'0011 WON OOiliOrtd tho JII'O­toettd tti'Oill17 and sot tho ple4c• that 1' woa14 not be 4oao acala. .lNCNI' Ml ll't'ea 4ao Ol'tdU •o Chllt .tor th11. Yol .. \ai'U.J1 tile wat to baUlo ewer tlw •PPNIIlOil Of tbt Ualttd PNao1 aa4 the ban baa ltooa 1lrtt4, aa4 acaln AIWV hloiNPU •n• Dopartuat that Chl1o 1 1 aoUoa ha4 ... h to 40 with lt. Aa4 I kaolr roraP&oa or40l'td hle .._aaodor to oooporato an4 pla" hluolt at tho 4lepoaa1 of A,.ovL anc1 ....... ,.u. .. thlo hal ""• ..... In o•~wr ....... Ubllo lo ooopoNtlac wU!a •• W.n no other .Aaon..t •Uoa All. 

I aoto ,.t JOil •won4or Wht'hor I ha .. 1oao to taf• f1oloat potaa '' oa,!aaalat lhe .,a•1t7 of oar pee1t1oa'. Jo ........ I ha•O' ' ... of 'WoO fl'oa \1l0 1Joc1JIIl1Jl Of Uae 

!IE· 



war. I auppo .. that ooeea up tour U.aee 1D fln that I ba•e eeea hl• 1D two Jeare. The Oo•em•nt hel"' raal1ue lt. There are bua1nea• eleaanta here who know 1t1 but preten4 to 1sftoranoe. But the Ooord1nat1on Co..l~tee, throuch lte publloltJ, haa aade 1t plaln •• oan be ln the pl"ell . 

I ha•e wr1tten at lencth, tor Wh1oh I apolog1&e, beoauee I feel that troa eoae eouroe, tor ea.e reaeon, preJWJ1o1al l ntorut1on 1e pour1nc 1nto the Depart•ent troa •ot1•e• not ln the leaat dl e1ntereate4. 
WaNe at regard•. 

s lno eral7, 



-
~••r nr . Aab&l a&dorl 

Thnnk YwU ror 7our l ettsr or Apri l e, 1;44 
ooamantlns on our pratant r1la t1on1hlp1 v1\h Obl le. 

• lth raaard t o the pr ojaot ad 1taal alll , 1 \hlnk 
l t y~u vlll r avlav the aecor ndua or the oonvar .. tlon 
vhl ob I hAd vlth j r. Fernanda&, you vl ll tlnd tha t 
your reoollaot1on 11 a t el16ht varl , noe vlth the t a ota 
ae t b a only ooa~ltaant vhloh 1 .. da wa1 t o ae1ura 
1r. f arnandt L orally tha t lt would be 61van 1er 1oue oon­
e1dera t1on . In l lne vlth t bl• po11c1, other ottlolal1 
ot the Oopartaent a nd the F'..x,O)ort-I IIj)ort &ank bave urged 
the otr1c1el• or the Corpor..o1 on de roaento to ... ~~., a 
aoe t oaretul aurv17 and pr a1ent 1 co~late and de l l ad 
pro ject tor oon11derat1on. fh11 v1l l 111 pr uente4 v1 thln 
the next tew dey1 and lt 11 ant1o1pated t bat aoae ror t y­
t1ve t o el xty day e vlll \It neoetoary tor t tudJ and con­
t 1dtra t1on or tht tlnanol al tnd eupply probl••• involved 
by the 1nteral\td ageoc1ea or tht United Stattl Governaent 
be. ore a deol1lon oen ba rsaohed . Your e t a teaent that 
a ooordln& to Jour uoderetan41na the ateel alll pro ject 
bad a lread7 been ctvan f a vorabl e oone14erat1on la pre­
uture a1noe the neoe .. ari dati han not 10 t ar b .. n 
II:O&dl available. 1 t va1 lmovn that tba pr eparation or 
the de t ailed plane tor tbe projeot and the oon1ldara tlon 
ot th111 vould re~ulre con•lderable tlae. Nov that the 
plan• hava been prtpared, we oan only hope that the 
naoeeaary oonl14era t1on will r eoul t ln a favorable 
4eo1don. 

1 doubt that Mr. P1ereon would have alven a 
Bethlabea Steel repre1ent• tlve &n7 ott1c1al ooacl•elon 
t o 1nveet1gate t he eteel a1ll project on behalt or the 

'fbe Honorable 
Claude 0. Bove~e1 "-tr1caa -'-t .. 4or, 

sanuaao. 
~ 

~ .. o.,.. tAo<-. ..... ., 

&xport-

u1 J . a.-w. o . ... _ill 4 1972 



Export-I~or\ Bank. It 11 nov ~ooa1na v14ely known 
tha t pl an• tor a Chllean et eel plant ara ln pr ooeea. 
Beehlehaa 9\aal aod poealbly Onl\ed 8\a\a• Staal v1ll 
pr aevaably ahov 1noraaal ng l nt eraat ln aaoarta1nln& 
\ba apaoltlo ; l •n• tor tba pr ojao\ and vlll undoubtedly 
\ap all poa• lbla 1ourca1 or inroraatlon t o l earn 
deta l ll , vhlch tor obvl ou1 r eaaona era oloaely hel d by 
tha Oorporaclon da foaen t o a t t he pr e1ent tl... 1 aa 
not oertaln that your bellet tha t Bethlehea ~teel doaa 
not want any coapetltor l n Oh1le l a correct. They .. Y 
vary vell be lnt ereetad 1n \hi a pr oject t or qui t~ dltterent 
reaeone. 

It 11 a coamon Ohllaan aleapprahenal on tha t the 
Unltad Otatat vae co~tted by the a1o Pro toool on the 
queat l on or nitrate. ror your lntoraa tlon, I quote 
Ra aolutlon I X on vbloh the Chl lean1 baae thelr 1n\er­
prata t1on, vbloh lndl cataa clearly that t here vaa no 
ooam1taant aa regarda aynthat l c nl trata ~lante : 

•The Thlr4 Xeetlni or Tba Y.l nl et ar• or 
For eign Arralra Ot The A&ar1can Republiol 

0 Reaolveet 
That the nation1 ot the Acerloaa 

etl.ulate the devalopaant or the baelo 
~roductlon or each or t hea, a•o141ng 1ntorar 
•• poaal bla the aet ebllahment or expanal on 
or production or 1ubatitute or 1ynthe tio 
commodl t l ee vhlch 1e eoonomlcelly artltlc l al 
and algbt dl tplaoa the conau&, tlon or na t urel 
pr oduc t • ava i labl e 1n other Amerloon n~tiona, 
t here balng axce~ted onl y tho1e l nduetrlae 
vhl oh are Sndlapen11ble ror national daten•• 
provldad tha t such def ense naed1 cannot be 
ettact l vel1 aet vl th na turel producte.• 

Ae t ar aa an\1-eepl onase actlvltlea are concerned, 
you have already been l ntoraed (telegraa no . 4:2 , 
Aprll 1~ ) that t he Departaent 1• pl e-aad a t t ha proar••• 
balnl .. de ln the P~ oaee. However, I t hlnk lt 
deel r abla t o polnt out that lt the net r e1ult or the 
aotlon nov belni t aken la aerely \c brlng th• 1nd1-
v1duala ~ trlal and eubee~uantly r el•••• t hea , thla 
coul d hardly be oona1dere4 la\l at ao\orJ. Wha t ••••• 
4e•1reble hera 11 a atrlot entoroaaen\ or eeour1t7 

.. aeure• 



.. ae~e l and a Y110rGVI proeeovt10A or kDOVft &llnte 
reevltln& ln the oonylot1on or tho•e round EUlltJ . 
In \be oa ee or pereone not r ound su1lt7 b7 the oourte 
1t would eeea v1ea. 1r theJ ere round to be undee1rable 
ene., al1ene. tor the• to be interned 1D Ohlle or 
deported \ o \be United Statee t or repatr1a t 1on or 1ntern­
aent. I ave\ IAJ that I do not feel t oo happy at the 
prospect or a l ong del&J ln eett 1ns up a n 1nternzent 
oa.p ano t hat r elnsatl on or undee1rable enea¥ allen• 
t o e~eo1tted localitl e n rollowlng the preYl ouo pr •ot1oe 
or the Chilean GoYernaent ,. &)JI,Iet.re quite lnadequa\t to 
handle th1a dcnger. In thl e connecti on you mAY w1~h to 
a~aln conalder t he Departaent ' • telegraa no. 240 ot 
;'ebr·uary 28, 4 p . a ., and urse upon the OoTernnent a r e­
oonel derat1on or thelr deolelon not t o deport for 1ntern­
~ent ln the Uni ted Ctate1 d&n¥eroue aneaJ allen", or at 
leaet the eetebll&b&ent or ede1uate lnternaent ca~a. 
Continued entoroe&ent ot raetr1ct1one en the uee or 
oo.aunlofttl one , b&nk1ng taollltlee an~ tra•el f Acl l ltlee 
by enea7 allene, le, or oourae , al eo neoealftr7 ft nd 
des1r &ble . 

Ae JOU alreed¥ know, l vao auob pleaoed bJ thft 
Chilean ao e111t• nce 1n conneoUon vi th the U? and other 
mat\ere or current 1ntereet in ~rgentlnl . 

lt 11 not correot that preJud1o1al 1ntoraat1on 
~bout Chile het been pour1n 1nt o t he Depart&ent. It 
1a ay deal re and t ha t or the other lnt ereet ed orr1cere 
ln t he te;~lirtaent t o oooO)eratl trlth t.he Ch1leonn on 
ecor.oalc end other aatter e ln oo t a r a• tho l l£1tntione 
1apo1ed b7 the war Y1ll permit. I think tha t you ohould 
ava ll youraalt of oTery op~ortun1ty t o Q&ke 1t cle-r t o 
t he Ohlleena t he t ~~sn it does not provo poool blc t o 
arent a epao1t1o Cb1leon r e:;ueot, thAt dou not 1nd1oote 
lln)' leoll or good ttlll, but r:utrely th!! t onretul and pro­
l oosed oonlldaratlon of all the ractore 1nvolnd v1ll 
make 1t 1apoeal ble 1n asny lne\enoea t o srant eYerJth lng 
t.ha t t.ha Oh1leana dea1re . 

hl a t t ent1on bAa reoently been called to a 
lecture b7 Or. Ant onlo J. evedo of loU4dor 1n 
'lltl1oh be aald that the South Aaerl oan etat11 eoM­
Uau aek too auoh or the f' rlendah l p ot \ he 

Unlh d 



Uni ted 3\atea tovardl the other oountriea or the 
continenti bel1e•1ng th~t the United S\atea ahould look 
after the r 1ntereete •••n before our ovn. 1 think our 
1nter-Aaer1o~n rtletione vould be on a firmer bae1e 1r 
~re leaders in the other Aaer1oan Republ1oe shared th1e 
point or •1ev , 

In oonolue1on, I •U«~eet t hat you aay dea1re to 
d1eouea theae aattere furth er with Mr. l h1llp ~on .. l 
vhen he •1aite Sentlago. 

Thank you for vr1tlng me 1n detai l 1n regard to 
t heae aattere , and with vara pereoDAl regar ds, I aa 

OAIA&:O:Cbl.ILA 

4-2·-·· 

SlnoerelJ Joura, 

__ Ll 

i A .,.,t I y .. , 
u.~ .._.. 

1:! 
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,.,_.:M orrK.II'A. CION -..r.Tl- TO 

TKI:·~CTAJIIIY Of' .-TAT& 
--~0.4-

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

L''ly 26 , 1944 
f, Ill OR ANDU:' FOR TR r: P Rl.SI DENT 

Ther e i s attached fer signatu re a letter 'Hh ich 

has been drafted t o Ambassador Bowers at SantiaBO, 

answer inr; ~ls letter of April 6 to the President . 

Enclosures : 

• 1 . Prot· Ambassador Bcwe rs , 
April 6 , 1 9 44. 

2 . Copy or letter t o the 
Secretary or Sta te , 
April 6 , 1944 . 

3 . Copy of l etter to 
Am bass ad or Bowe rs , 
!.lay 3 , 1 9 44. 

4 . To AMbassador Bowers, 
drafted l..ay 23, 1 944. 

Cff. 



THE WHITE H O USE 

WASHINGTON 

May 13, l9V~ . 

f\Ef~ORJ\!JD!Jt·1 F'OR 

THE :~~cm:TARY OF STATE I 

FOR MY 3lGiiA1'UII~ . 

F.D.R. 

L~t:te,.. to the P,.esid9nt , Jto,..il 1) , 1044 , 
f,..orr Hon . Claucle C . Bo•<e:rcl , SEJ.nt i.a@:O, 
Chile , enc l osing H co•ly of a per~onHl 
l etter to Secreta,..y Hull , SHme date . 
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ROBERT E. HANNEGAN 

Memora1ldum 

June 21, 1944 

'ro : Miss Gre.oe Tully 

J1Jy thanks to the Chief for 

letting me see the attached. 
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Sant i ago, J une 9, 1944. 

Dear Mr. President : 

I am sur e that in no one of t he American nations was 
the news of the invasion r eceived with mor e gPneral and 
sincere enthusiasm than i n Chile . President Rios i sRued a 
stirring statement , in denunc i at i on of the "bar bari an" at­
tempt of the Nazis on the liber ties of mankind. The Senate 
e nd t he House of Deputies i mmediat ely dedicated a f ull ses­
sion to paying homage to t he United Nations when speeches 
wer e made by the spokesmen of every par ty, including , of 
course , both the Communist and t he Conservative . In these 
s peeches speci a l r eference was made in mos t cases to t he 
United States a nd to you and esoecially in the soeech of 
Senator Guzman. Ther e '"as also. a demonstration in t he street s , 
and the press is publishi ng pages of news and is paying trib-
ute edi tor a l l y . · 

Nothing has done us more good he r e than the t a ki ng of 
Ro me by General ClRrk wi thout destroying any of t he r eli g i ous 
or historica l buil d ings. The Hiera rchy here had written me 
bef orP about t he prot ection of Rome and I r eolied by quoting 
your observation . This •.<a s published in the pr ess . I now 
have a long and almost fulsome letter of appreciation on the 
care taken t o p r event destruction from Acc16n Cat6lica de 
Chile , the mos t militant Catholic organ ization of t he country . 

Without being asked, I am taki ng the liberty of givin£ 
you my impressions on the Vice Pres idency . We have the i mpr es­
s i on that certa in el ements are bitter l y agai nst \~allace . 
These elements are bi tterly against hlm because he stands 
mili t antly for t he t hings your Administ r at i on stands for . I 
a m convinced from y~ars of close observat i on that this element 
will support the opposi t i on candidate fo r the Pre e idency r e­
gardless of who i s named for the Vice Presidency ; and t hat 
t he nomination of someone who at heart has not r eally favored 
the progr essive measures of the last eleven years will not 
secure the vote of a single one of the reactionaries , but 
may easily be mi sinterpr eted and r esented by the gr eat liberal 

The Honor able 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

The \•/hit e House, 
Washington, D. C. 
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a rmy which constitutes the backbone of your support er s . 
This reactionary element may be able to manipulate a convention, as in Texas , but I am sure that the ~ass o r 
the voters t here will not be swayed by its intrigues . The alleged plan or t he Texas r eactionaries to defeat 
t he desires of the people t hrough t he manipulat i on or the electoral col lege , ousht t o be made t he most or by 
our people, for it can be used ae an open conf ession of 
their hooe to t~ke from the feoole t he choice . I i magine t he plan wi ll amoun~ noth ng , but the ?urpose can be made infamous i n the popular mind . 

Recently I had e letter from New York saying thet 
Dewey gets hie ideas of foreign policy rrom a lawyer i n the office of Sul l ivan & Cromwell . 

In the m1~st of t he war I am positive that t he in­
decent attacks on you by smal l - bore politicians and re­act i onaries will be resented by all decent Am6ricans , and t hat our strategy is to concentrate on the war and on 
administ~tive ach1evenents along the line or soc i al security . 

Your "prayer" was publishe~ in full on the front 
nage or all papers here and t here were editorials, one particularly strong from t he second oaoer or Santiago, 
which is the organ of the Catholic Hie rarchy . 

Your ancient f riend, Colonel Behn, was her e , and I gave a d inner tor him and was glad to have his volunteered admiss i on that I had been right and he wrone i n the Spanish matter. He tellR me t hat he has no doubt or the result of the election. 

We are all puz:zled o. bit by '·ofelles ' articles anropos of Argentina . I hope t hey are not the r esult of mere 
resentment for h i s record is too fine to have it marred. I have never un~erstood j ust what happened in his case : I am as puzzled as the American who t old a comnatriot in a hotel lobby t hat a man standing nearby was the Ar chbi shop of Canterbury . "Impossible" , sa1d the compatriot . "But I have seen hln> and I lmow it is t he Archbi shop of Cantel'­
bur y• . "Ridiculous", grunted his friend . "Aby don 't you ask hlm" . "I will" , sald t he one who insisted. He was seen s peaking to the alleged Archbishop, who apoeared vPr y angry . Finally he r et urned t o his friend . "What <l i d he say?" he 
was asked. "Very f unny thlng", said the clearly mystified messenger. "I asked hi m and he turned on me and sa i d, "Why damn you, what do you me~n by your Ood damned i mpudence. Now get the hell away rrom me ". 

" Is 



- } -

"Is that Rll he said? " 

"Thats all he said" . 

"Then• , said the other sadly, "I suO"Joee th" t now we 
never will know if it was the ~rchbishoo of Canterbury• . 

I hope you will not think it i moert 1nent that I should 
send you my impr essions about the \11ce Presidency . Some­
times one can eet a clearer view from a distanc e . 

Warmest regards . 

Sine~~ 



THE WHITE H O U SE 

W A S HIN G T O N 

June 17, 19.U. 

IO:JIOR.llfOOM JOR 

HOM. ROBERT E. RAIN~ 

!0 READ AND pt.J:lSJ: RE!UU 

roR MY nu:a. 

r. D. R. 

Le t ter t o t he Pres i de nt f rom 
Ambaseador Bowers , dated J une 9 , 
1944. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
" WASHINGTON 

June ::!6 , 1944 

KEKORANDUM J'OR THi PRESIDENT 

When the Chilean Ambassador Don Rodolto Miohels makes his farewell oall on Tuesday you may wish to give him a message to oarry to President Rioe con­cerning our present views on Argentina, our strong feelings ot regret and disappointment that Argentina remains the only country in this hemisphere whiob lends aid and oomtort to our common enemy, and our conoern with the militaristic totalitarian program ot the Farrell Government . For these reasons we have asked Ambassador Armour to return to the United States . 

You might wish to re!er to the taot that when Chile recognized Argentina, the Foreign Minister ot Chile stated that the recognition wae conditional on Argentine implementation or the break in relation• with the Axis. It might then be advisable to express the hope that Chile as a leader among the nations truly dedicated to the principles or demooraoy may now be receptive to a re-examination or its position toward the Farrell government , 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 13 , 1944 

,, J,u· IIi I lit F\JR 

1'o r oply to t t R 1 hnve no t 

t he tl·1C bet'OJ•e leaving . 

I!' . ]) • R. 

Le t . 7/6/44 to t he President fro~ 
Alllb . Claude BowerA re conditions in 
Chile 

\ 
• 
' 



unr 11111 a: 

tnt• 11t • ,. J fl t en .. • ~ 1 t~ • ... u . r 

llunor • ,_, ,;laude 0 . Bowel.'' 
The .al'r1o~tn Jl!lbrHIIIY, 
o.~&n t1111 J , 

~ I ~ l.r ted1 y 

11 ':1 r1rSOV8J• 

Chilo . !dr/t 

( 01ot•t"' 'bu\ n:> t algu ,.<J ) 
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' Santiago, June 12, 1944 . 

Dear Mr. President : 

I do not want to bore you wi th too many notes but Freda Kirzcway has Just sent me a VERY CONFIDENTIAL memorandum on her talk with Wilkie end his pl ans and ideas which I think you should by all means have. It is very interesting, And I hope it means he Wi ll act orOoPr ly during the next four months . I entirely share Wilkies re­action on Churchill's last speech. Particularly h is tribute t o that great "neutral" Fr11nco. The great mass of the people in no country will be taken in by that atu t f . He is pr i marily e monarchist which 1e all right if the peoole want a monar chy, but his whole Spanish outlook has been colored by his anxiety to r estore the son of on Engl i sh pri n­cess to the thr one ond to continue the binding of the mor ibund nobility in Spai n with the Tor y sector of the nobil i ty i n Engla nd . He was for Franco unt i l a year before the Spanish phase of the present war was reached when the great guns or the GPrmsns com­manding Gi braltar were placed . I do not think the last speech was o hapoy one, 1n striking contrast to others he has made . I rather like the set up in Italy . 

\.,a r ms e t r egards . 

Sin~~ 

The Honorable 
Fr ankl i n D. Roosev~lt, 

The ·~hi te Sh1te, 
•,.,ashington 1 D. C. 

Enclosure : 
Memor~ndum, as stated • 
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W. intends to become the leader or a new liberal party in t he 

country. He expects the re-election of Roosevel t by a big majori t y . 

He hopes t he Pres ident will have enough control over t he Democratic 

Party to carry t h rough t he measures necessary !or t he winning or 

the war and the concl usion of treaties and other in t er national 

agr eements af t er t he war. But he foreaaes an internal breakdown , a 

general disintegration of the Democratic Party , F.O.R. ' s personal 

power will obviously be on the • ane; be cannot expect to lead t he 

party i n another election and ther efore auch strong r eacti onary 

fo rces as t hose r epresented by , say , Byrd , Geor ge, and one or two 

o! t he ot her more or lese responsible Southern conservatives will 

gradually a ssume power. Such men might even give t he President 

the support he needs on the wa r and inter national measures while 

buidltng up their own control of the par t y machine . The element 

loosel y lumped t ogether under the New Deal will loae all inf luence, 

be believes. Having lost control t hey will be pol itically homeless 

and ready t o j oin a new progressive coalition or groupe. It is 

this pr ocess which he sees as giving some ~aeuranoe t hat a new 

Liber al Pa r ty would be more t han an organization of l eft labor 

people and i ndependent progressives. 

I n connection with t he elect ion he told me t hat hie own 

expectation of a big Rooaevelt majority had been s omewhat modi fied 

by several talks he had had wi th poli t i cal wr i ters like Hagerty of 

the Times. Hagert y t hinks New Yor k State i e ext remely doubtful ; t hat 

Roosevelt has a small edge but no more . He t hinks that many accident al 
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tnfluencee might shift the balance the other way. Both eeem to 

agree that i t would depend a gOOd deal on LOW the Catholic vote ie 

s ffeoted by Roosevelt ' s policies, particularly in r egard to Russia. 

He made one interesting comment on the Widdle West . He s aid 

Roosevelt had lost support through the very proceae of yielding to 
if 

the farm bloc . He said that/be had held prices firm and prevented 

tbe enormous increase of farm prosperity there might ha ve been some 

g rumbling but the individual farmers would still have b een access ible 

t o Democrat ic pleas . He said that the extreme prosperity of many of 

t he farm districts had turned innumerable farmers into solid , high­

tar i f f Republicans. I n illustration of t h is he told me about a man 

who is part owne r of one of h ie farms in Indiana. He sa i d i n 1938 

t h is man was a l eft New Dealer while now he was not only a Republican 

and bitterly opposed to the Pre1ident, but be was wor ried because w. 
was showing 80 many dangerously radical t endencies. (ThEe whole 

argument seemed to me rather tenuous but he expounded 1t at great 

length . ) 

He says he is not allowing hi mself yet to dec i de how he will 

act in the present campaign. He is not going to Chicago. The anti­

isolationist leaders i n the Republ ican Part y are trying t o get him 

to write t he foreign policy plank for the platform. He doubts the 

wisdom of doing this, The party, he th i nks, wo uld accept hie plank 

and might easily choose Staesen a8 Vice-Presidential candidate. Such 

a move would put him in the posit i on, if he decided not to support 

the ticket, of being merely, as he put i t , a sourpuu.-reeentful 

because he was not himself chosen to lead t he ticket. He f eels that 
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his hands will be freer if he keepa olear altoge, ber , t aktng no part 
in t he convention or pre-convention maneuvers. He thinks t he chano e 
t hat Dewey will not be nominat ed is insignificant, although he aaye 
t hat within the past ten daya be has talked t o at least twenty-one 
impor t ant Republican leaders - either State chairmen or governors -
a nd not one of them really wants Dewey. On t he other hand, not one 
of them will oppose him. The possibil ity of organizing a genuine 
opposition ia negllgibl e , he believes espec iall y since there 1s no 
potential candidate who can com'tllnd the support of t he people who 
are most strongly against Dewey. He said i f he were bet ting , he 
would put 8 to a on Dewey's nomination. 

Be is very bi t ter abou t St aasen. Re told me about two or 
three spec i fic inet ancea of Staasen ' a perfidy, rather rninor in­
stances but illuminating a a well . He said t hat a lett er bad been 
dispatched t o St assen asking if he would al l ow hi s name to be put 
up for the Vice-Presidency and be beli eves St a ssen is likely to 
say yea . 

What w. ia going to do between now and the conv ention is to 
publ ish a aariea of pieoea , probably t brougb the Associated or 
United Pr eas , on the iaaues of the campaign. Re ha a devised an 
effec t i ve and ima ginative form i n whi ch to do this . In ten 
i nstal l ment s he plane to write a comment upon the planks of a 
plat form which he thinks t he party should adopt , - each day a plank, 
covering all important domest i c and foreign issues. He hasn't any 
idea tha t t his will i nfluence the writ i ng of the actual par ty plat­
form. Be intends it as a challenge and obviously he wi l l use it to 
show up the party l eadership now actually in control . 
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The real l eader of t he part y 11, of CQJrae, Herbert Hoover, 

Dewey h entirely bh 1can and eo 1G Spangler . 8oth take expl1ci t 

instructions from Hoover as t o speeches and political atrategy . He 

t binka Hoover's influence in t he party is l arge beyond all reason . 

I t stema l eas from poli t ical ahr ewdneu - aucb aa Jim Farley baa -

than from hi s presti ge as Pres ident and his knowledge of the country 

or a t least of t he Republ ican organization t hroughout tne country , 

He s ays that t t ere is hardly a small town anywhere in t he Oni t ed 

States that doesn 't have one or more key Republ i ca ns who look up 

to or owe a debt of gr atitude to Hoover, 

W. doesn 't know how the liberal forces will emerge and coalesce 
t he 

to fo~ - new party which he hopes t o see created. We talked about 

the Liberal Party her e In New York. He has doubt s , however, about 

the party's value as t he nucleus of a national movement , He 

recognizee t he d i sa'bl l it 1ee i nvolved in i ts narrow trade-un ion 'baoe 

a nd ita factional origin. He agreed with me that on the national 

scale t he C.J . O. Political Act ion Committee was accompl i shing 

results that put it far in t he lead. He thinks on the whole Hill~n 

has been handl ing hi e limited foroes and reeouroee very shrewdly . I 

t hink he will try to play along with both groupe on t he t heory t hat 

1 t does him no bar• to have friends in all progress i ve can:po and 

that ev~n t hese extremely hostile elementa migbt fuee and merge in 

the larger political structur e be envisages. He baa no i l l ueione, 

however, about the otate of mind of 'both groupe now. He knows t here 

can be no cooperation in t he near future. 

He alao said be t hougbt La Guardia was wrong ln believing that 

t he anti- Communist propaganda and poa1tion of the Liberal Party 
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would get much attention in the coming campaign. He looks upon the 

new party as a means of r oudn1ng up acme Roosevelt votes that might 

otherwise go by default . He obviously dose not consider the role 

of the Oommunieta in American politics of sufficient importance aa 

t o be worth worrying about, at least on a national scale . 

We talked a lot about foreign pol i cy . He apoke with extreme 

bitterness about Churchill ' s speech. He was also critical of 

Stalin ' s unilateral moves both in r egard to Poland and in Italy. 

asattata But he takes tbe view in genera l that Stalin' • entire 

purpoae is concent rated on the rebuilding of Russi a and the creat ion 

of a vast industr 1al1aed societ y there. He t hinks hie foreign p olicy 

is defensive, not imperialistic, and t hat the United States and 

Pritain are t hemselvea largely responsible for Stalin ' s recent 

policies . Re said that when be came back from his trip around the 

world he begged Roosevelt to fly to Moscow. At that t ime Russia'• 

fortunes were at low ebb; i ta losses were staggering; and t he 

Stalingrad struggle was still going on. He believes that if 

Roosevelt had gone over then with the honest purpose of offering full 

help to Russia during the wa r and our participation in a real securi t y 

eyatem after t he war, all of the recent d i ff iculties would have been 

avoided . Be said •at t hat t i me tbe t h ing was a set- up.• I asked 

him why Roosevel t hadn 't gone. Resaid 1 1 believe penaonally that 

he was afraid of the Catholics and he may also have been committed 

to a fo reign policy which would have made any such promisee to 

Ruaaia impossible.• 

'I. now talks exactly like an earl y vintage New Dealu. Re 

made great fun of the Republicans for adopting a pro-otatee rights 
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position . He i s devoting one of his coming series of a rticles to 

t his sub ject , pointing out tbe historical inconsistency of t heir 

p r esent s t and, He said fl atly that he believed stronger federal 

control was inevitable . He is, of course , bitterly opposed to tbe 

poll t ax. And q~lt e clearly he i s ready to ally hims elf not only 

with generally progressive groupe but with organized labor in the 

coming Liberal Party . 

Whether or n ot he i s sincer e I don 't know, but he certainly 

makes an impression of sincerity . Also, a man who ie l ooking out 

primarily for himself is not likely to take such a long chance a s 

is i nvolved in the launching of a new party . 
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Santillgo , Jul y 20 , 1944 . 

The President , 
The Vlhi te House . 

Deer Mr. Presi dent : 

I e ncl ose copy of a personal l etter to Hull which seems to 
me t o be of paramount i mportance a s to our policy i n South Ameri­
ca . I cannot get out of my mind the great mist ake of the Demo­
cracies i n concentrat i ng their effort on prevent ing defense ma­
teri al f rom reaching the Loyal ists of Spain wbi lo tho Axis 
Powers unrestr ainedl y poured tanks , planes , artillery and s oldiers 
into Spain for the support of tbe Fascist cause . I do not want 
to see anythi ng remotel y similar in South Ameri ca . The evidence 
i s very st rong that Argentina i s f'ever ishl y preparing f or war 
and ther e i s no doubt , because the admissi on bas been made i n 
conver sations , that the Per6n element, or r at her t he peopl e i n 
pOYter in Argentina, are enti r ely Nazi- minded and l ook t o t he 
domi nation of the continent by that count r y . Their first plans 
contemplate Uruguay , Chile , Paraguay and Bolivi a , For geogr aphi­
cal rea sons Chile is in t he mos t danger and under t hreat . She 
has no fighting pLanes to defend herself and Santiago can be 
easily bombed from Hendoza, since Arsent ine bas a large number 
of bomber s of the vintage of 1938 . I f v1e cannot furni sh Chile 
the war material selected and approved and pronis ed for her own 
defense I think it necessary for us to gi ve assurance that shoul d 
Argen t ina attack Chile under existing condi tions we will suppor t 
her mi l itari ly. As Sherlock says , this seems elemental t o me . 

I suppose your nomination will come today. All South Ameri ca 
except Argentina - - i s for you. 

Warmes t regards , 



Til• ao...,r.ble 
'l'!lll seontar:y or State, 

wa.bln&ton, D, ~ . 

DMr Kr . secretary: 

Tile Job.n Whlh 1nterT1n wu b&eecl. on what Cruz Colr:a told 

lila, and \he 110rnlag attar, \he senator oalled to -....._ tllll 

ree;>cuuolblllt)'.~ 'l'lle tee.r of an a pJ>N••rnt pollo)' aa to Pu6n, 

lie told ••• •• 110t baN4 011 an)' tear ot )'OU1' pod tloll or ot tile 

Ullltecl. Stat .. but •• due lao Churchill'• apMoh ln rather rldlou­

loua pralae ot J'ranoo and hla uaer\lon t bet 1deol08)' no loagar 

1a lnTolTecl. in the -.r, Tile nnderetandlag that dhouadoq be­

'- Br1\81n and tile tlllihd Statea of tile pollcr tow.rd ArPn­
U.u. are peDdiq lead t o til• t eiU' tbd Obv'*1111 a polat ot Tin, 

toptber witb Brltaln 'a attitude on Arp~tUna , and \he relatione 

between Juoht Spain and J'aaolat Argenth>a , algbt lead to eo• 

.uoh oo~•· 

J'rorr t111e to t1M I han uplalnad oer\81n hM1taUou end un­

l&tletaotorr aot1oll8 or Chlla on t ho grouDd tile\ Oblle&n~ ha Te aerloua 

teare ot an attack l n tbe region of X.S•llan and turther IIIIth . Till 

tao\ tbet t h ere are abllDdant reuona for tu tear baa bMn de-­

.tn\&4 1n the eo,.._Uon between ~• and Y011 der BICik and \he 

Ch11- 11111 tar)' .t.ttaoW aDd otber oon-\lou, reported flall7 

t o the Depar'-'ent . I 11&8\ ulc tbet tu Depart1ut11t realize tbet 

\here 1a at preeent sel'iona \&~~don ure aa to ArpnUu; that tu 

4ut1u' 1a adal\ted not onl)' b)' polJtlolau and atate-a but 1a 

TV)' real 1D tile Obile&ll &rll1. *1 ob 1a alarrrl4 1>7 -.rlllr:a prepa ­

nUou uroaa tbe I!IOUIItalu, ead that 1t hu r eaobecl. tu S&ate, 

whi ch t bla ... lc baa 41eou .. e4 1\ 1n aeo:ret , .. don. 

Ia aMl\lon to th .. e htem-, Chll• h &lamed u t o Ar­

P"'1• --- abe ............. • -

(1 ) tllet .U la bnUdlllc tab, - Ter:r larp onM, aDd 

bout• that aile baa e1Ch'7 tao\orlea IJ&Ic1ag ..r •ter1a1. 'l'ba • ­

\.rial -• la part hoa Spaia ead tu wol'lr la aald ta-re to be 

Ullar tile apernaloa ot Oemaa wobaiolaaJ and aeabuloa. 

(I) that ArpiiUM hu, or olat. to haTe, o na hllDdred 

tlptlaa pl.aaaa and olalrra to be .Ulna _... I aadefttand tllet 
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tbeM pla.ua are ot the da\e ot 1111, but Chile baa DOne at aU. 

(II) That the Ar8aJ>t1M anv about Y.ndoza has ben tr1ple4 

b noant -\118 &Ad I udeN\ud ~ Anooo&r ~at than 1e _., 

a1U t&l')' ao\1 '1'1 tr i n tbst quanw. 

( 6) 'i'llat Upntlne baa a oa.oh l.araw a:nq on the trontl&r 

ot the tar south than Chile baa in ~llaa, ud t\l'f!an tlaa oan 

.,.,e ber troopa by llllld while Chile, w1 til taw boa to , auat aand 

h..ra br •'-r - a alow proa. ... 

(IS) 'l'llat A.rgontlna hall UDOIIlloCed the aoquloition ~r a great 

.-.t ot al<Uns mat erial tor \be arar, >~hich c•.n han only Chile 

1Jl '1'1 ... 

(6) Tbat \bey made auch ot their reYiew or t heir Italian 

trained Alpine troopa on their national bolidar and thea• oan onl7 

be •ant tor the IIODillltaina betw..., ArGentina and Chile. 

The artdanoe ..... o001plete to 1:111 that the Mil in po•r in 

Az8eo\1na are th1tlld.ng r.asi-wise or that countrr aa daeUoad to 

dos1Da te th1a continent br t oroe i t neceaaarr, aa in tact \ her 

ban aa1d that juat aa Oe~r •a deatined to dol'linate the ooo­

tlllent ot Rurope , Argentina 1e daot ir.ed to dominate t ba Sou \II AMr1-

ou oootinellt , Per6a told a Chilean tbst tbe dar ot ••ll •tiona 

1o OYer beOIIUM ot IIOderD ar •\bode, 

I teal Yarr atron&).y that it should be our polic;r to culth a \e 

Chile to t he utmoat tor the tollowing reaoons: 

( 1) Argent lila 11, baa b"n ud will continue t or a long t1lla 

to ba our atubborll eMJl7 111 south Aller1ca. With Bra31l, our tra41-

t1onal t'r1an4, w1 tb ue on one aida, 1 t 1e l.aportant that Chile on 

the other should ba tied to us, o.nd Brazil and (!bile ahould be 

anoounce4 to drew tosetber clo118r, 

( 2) Sho 1a t he one atrong, t'11'11117 rooted deMOoraor 111 South 

AMr1ca beoauae the 4-.oratic iut1nct h atrong i n all bar people 

troa hillt>aat to low,..t. 

(II) Her people with their gnat al.xtura ot northern 1>\lropean 

blood , are .,roo like our people , pol1t1eallll, parchol ogi oellr &lld 

~ioall7 than are 11117 otbar people on the continent. 

( 6) ll&r s onr-ntel arst111 alld idaolOID' ar. ao4els tor \be 

liberal, 41110Grat1c, U1d prosr.uin elbent 1n all ~rlean na­

Uou aJI4 thh axplAlna \be or1 t i oal att1t114e toward Chile at D&­

Uou w1 ~ .,..t .. and 14aolosi .. di&~~~~trioallr oppoaed to oura, 

ror thia reason or1Uo1 ... at Chile ....,ating trom D&tions rule4 

'b7 diotatoft or taa4al1eUo oUprobieo, .. 1n Per6, IIU8t be rt....t 

w1\b 111apl0i on and nnar aooep\ed 011 ~eir taoe , 



Bee.,.•• of ill Ulh I bope \kit w cu :recoa•l dlr our poliq 
ot w1thbold1118 -Mr7 allihJT Weue ~~aterlal proa1ee4 loq 
ago , eeleotl4 u4 I 11114entu4 approYI4. Tbl purpoae of 1184-
l .. • ..... till "d.lfi.UI of \Ill OOD\lMDt • " Wl th I fowlr t triJikl7 
Jaach' or Nul , Mklq -r prepardlo.u at.ed &t tile n.ocreolla 
aJ¥l. 111111ll .U\10.111 &A4 looltlJIC to \hi 4om1JIItiOD Of till OODtllliDt 
b7 a pro-llazl Powar, I oenall117 teal that thl protection of a 
4 .. oaratlo DatlOD aaaiDit a Naa1~D414, antl-A&orlOLil Power 11 
ln llDI wlth OODtl DID\11 4ef .. llo 

Tour• .... .,. aln.,.rel:r, 

1 
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u. s. Urc;cnt 

a t a d!n.~ar by t lt>h03t C!llloan Ar•l;' orrio· r:~ 1 J' o• t -

inS grove 1'e n or Argenti~s ' d in ten Li on a tow~rd :::hilo 

\Ulde r tno "oron raeir.le . (Very secret, ror tno ~ooratery) 

These off icers are fi rmly persuaded tlra; Art:entina under 

tho preoant set - up 1a making "undoubt ed war proporatioos• 

oiosd at Chi l e . Tboy bel ieve tllet t he plan l B a t r adual 

concentration or Argentine militar y roroes i n the vicin­

ity of Rio Oellegoe 1n readiness for an assault a cross 

the lev.l pa.pa pla1As of Chilean Patagoni a toward Pun­

ta Arenas aAd ftatalse, and a blockade by l and-based 

ar tillery ot t he Strait ot Magellan south ot Punta Are­

nas i n the vicinity or Cape Forward. They rear , it t he y 

do not believe, that a thrust 1s pl anned across t he 

eoutb-oentral part ot Chile north or Tampi co ai med at 

the ooal mines and t he naval base or Taloahuano . Thera 

is not a scintilla or doubt tha t the Army here end the 

politi cal l eaders a re greatly concerned . 

ew. ~ll?b ~ \972 (2) 

117 J. Scbouble o. .. _ 



-2-

(2) Froa one who a ttended a meeting ot some mili­
tary , polit i cal and intellaotunl man last ni gbt in sao­
rot oont eronoe I l earn that th1a t ear ~a ocute , along 
wi th ~110 t o or t ha t we and Br1 teln may, through minor 
oooceaaiona , gr ant recogni tion to the Peror. gro~p wbioh 
would be diaeatrous t o democratic Ohil~ . They diaoueeed 
a ll'"'ni r ea to oiroule tad ther understand io Buenos Aires 
to e rroct t~nt Areenti na munt take over Chile as tar 
north as Conoepe16n. They un~uest1onabl•· rear that we 
mey thus r olegote Chile to a secondary oonaideration, 
Th1a aFrear a to be t he general course o: tne d.!scusaiona 
now eoi~ on here . 

() ) Al l t his tie s up wi th our failure to release 
to Chilo tho war ~~tariel t~ey thought pro~ise~ and 
whi ch hea been seleotod aa aprrovod . : ~o or the opinion 
that we muat make it clear that should Chile be attacked 
by Ar~~:en tina we will support Chile militarily. Wi tttout 
such aaauranoe there i a danger that Chileans ~Y conclude 
that the ir f i rst obli~ation ia to soour ity ot Chi le 
through aoae agreement with Argent ina . 

(41 The Navel Attaoh4 and others in t ho Ucbaasy 
suggest that it two or the &mall ai r plane carri er s could 
make periodical ~ sit s , at i nt ervals , to Vnlpar aioo , t he 
ott3ct on Ar gentina would be salutary. It is poi nted 
out t hat Santiago could be easily bOmbed from ~~ndoza 
and Ohile baa no tighting planes tor datanee . You may 

wish 
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wish to g1Te t b1e eer 1oua oone1derat1on. 

OOB:lda 

encoded:bb 

BOff!RS 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

There 11 attached a suggested reply to Ambassador 

Bowers' letter or July 20, 1944, for your signature 

1! you approve. 

Enoloeures: 

1. To Ambassador Bowers, 
drafted August 16, 1944. 

2. From Ambassador Bowers, 
July 20, 1944, with enclosures, 
oopy or letter to the Secretary 
or State, July 20 1944, and 
oopy or aeoret teiegram for 
the Secretary or State, July 20 , 
1944. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 10 , 1944. 

L. • ..~~J .. ORANDU1. FOR : 

For pr epara tion of a r eply. 

F. D.R. 

L'ott ~ "rom "o • r.1 · 1 c'e G. Po·, r , <'· nt · P o , 
(:'ilp , 7/''J/'1 , tot' ">r"' ' cl t , •ndo-·i r· 

.,., ·"'~ if:" r ...,. ~1 ,ct+ rtf), .. c· ~ t ... r· 'In ..... , 
') r ol ' "'I r • !l ~"'O''th ; "l' i ... ~ . 
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Santiago, August 24, 1944. 

Dear Mr. President: 

I enclose herewith copy of a note to Hull, 
that may be or interest. The enthusiasm here for 
our action in the liberation or Paris has been ex­
traordinary. A great demonstration was organized 
on the spur or the moment and it was proposed to 
march to t he French Legation and then to my Embassy 
and thence to the Moneda where President R1os, 
Fernandez and the French representative took the 
salute. Since the English were to be ignored, I 
thought it best, in view or the fact that our English 
friends seem a bit humiliated, to a4vise that the 
demonstrators confine themselves to the French and 
the Moneda. Everyone understood What we had done 
and we did not need any demonstration. But they car­
ried American flags and shouted tor us. 

I have an idea about Patton: Put him in an iron 
cage between military operations, reed him on raw meat, 
and turn him loose just when the fight begins . What a 
man1 

Your speeoh from the coast to the Convention was 
a masterpiece in every way. The raot that it was de­
livered "from the front•, made a great impression here. 
I note that the reaotion against the reactionaries or 
certain southern States over their brazen proposal 
that the electors set aside the pronounced will or 
the voters has been overwhelming, as I thought would 
be the case. I was sorry about Wallace, but his 
magnificent sportsmanship has saved the day with the 
liberals . 

It is maddening to think or t he possibility 
that Laval, Petain and other skunks or France may be 
given refuge in Switzerland. If Laval, why not Hitler, 

The Honorable 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

The Wh1te House 
Washington, b.o. 

Goeb'lele 
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Ooebbels, Mussolini and all the rest' I hope the 
United Nations take a damn stern stand with Switzer­
land to prevent euch an outrage, 

I notice that it is generally thought that the 
late Vatican Minister of Foreign Affairs may be suc­
ceeded by Cardinal Tedechina. I know h1m well and 
you may be interested, He is a magnificent looldng 
man, tall, slender, with the taoe ot a saint, though 
he always seemed to me to be most worldly wise and a 
diplomat ot finesse. He was Nunc io in Madrid during 
my time there. When I made my initial call upon him 
he amazed me by talking at lengt h about my book "The 
Irish Orators", whioh bad been out ot print tor ten 
years. He knew everything about me - my having made 
the speech in New York on thelCOt h anniversary ot 
Catholic Emancipation 1n Ireland. None ot my other 
colleagues knew anything about me . 

He vas cone idered rather l iberal than otherwise. 
When the King went upon his travels, Tedechina promptly 
advised the Vatican to recognize the Republic , and 
among the medieval members or the Spanish hieraro~,he 
was unpopular in consequence. When he was one or the 
three Cardinals discussed tor Pope, I read in the 
Manche•ter Guardian that his weakness was in the taot 
that he was thought too liberal because he had advised 
the Pope not to commit himself too much to Franco. I 
saw him frequently, •assisted• in aak1ng him Cardinal 
when the President put the red oap on his head, and 
liked h1a. 

He had one embarrassing experience. It was his 
custom to report to the Vatican usually by long dis­
tance. He would arrange with the Telephone company to 
olear the wires tor a stated hour. When Pita Romero, 
the Foreign Minister, was appointed to neogtiate a 
Concordat with Rome, and before Romero lett Madrid or 
the Foreign Office, the Cardinal called Rome. He told 
Rome that Romero vas a nice young man, a good Catholi c , 
et cetera, but that it would be beat to string him 
along a nd do nothing eince it vas possible that in 
three months the elections would sweep in the OEDA 
and better t erms might be poss+ble. He had a sked tor 
a man or a certain name at the Vatican. There waa 
another man ct the same name who was Military Attaoh6 
ot the Spanieh Embassy, The telephone people in Rome 
got t hem contused and put the Cardinal on to the Military 
Attach6. When the latter heard the dulcet voice ot 
the Cardinal pouri ng forth secrets, his first impulse 

was -
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was to tell him there had been a mista ke. But he 
deoided not to. He turned the interview over to 
the Spanish Ambassador, who sent it on to Romero, 
t he Forei gn Minister. A tew days later Romero met 
the Cardinal and said, "I understand you had a con­
versati on with Rome the other day•. "Yes", said the 
Cardinal, in his sweetest tone which was like honey, 
11 I wished to prepare the way tor your r eception and 
t hought it coul d be best done by word or mouth rather 
than in a stilted despatch•. Romero smiled pleasantly 
on the Cardinal and thanked him, and the Cardinal 
beamed benevolently on the Minister. or course, both 
knew or the blunder. 

But Tedeohina is a very wise man, a brilliant 
man, a diplomat or the old school or long ago, but 
wide awake to the present and able to apply the old 
t1nesse in a modern way. 

Warmest regards. 

Sincerely, 
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Santiago, August 24, 1944. 

Dear Mr. Secret ary: 

I am particularly grateful for your thoughtfulness in 
sending Fernandez a telegram of appreciation of the very 
militant pro-United States speech he made before the American 
Chamber of Commerce here. He was enormously pleaeed. He had 
told me before that he was seeking the opportunity. Hie 
epeeoh, and the manner of it s delivery, made a ve ry strong 
lmpreeeion on all the Americans, and he epoke extemporaneously. 
He asked t hat t he stenographic r eport be sent him for pos­
sible correction for the press and I was a bit afraid he 
might want to moderat e the tone. Instead, he strengthened 
the phrasing. It was thus published here and i n Buenos Aires, 
though I am told it was a little emasculated in La Prenea 
and La Nacion t here. This, no doubt , due to thecensorship 
since-it was sent hence as delivered. 

He has Juet replied t o my not e on the Pre s i dent' s state­
ment on poet-war organization on which t he views of t he Amer­
ican nations were solicited . I rather t hink th is is about the 
first reply you have received . You will note t hat he accepts 
ror Ch.ile the whole spirit and int ent . He proposes, of course, 
that the smaller nat ions A&ve r epresentation on the Council, 
with which we all agree. I interpret hie reply as one of com­
plete cooperation with us. 

Our great trouble here, as I have indicated before, as 
to Ar gentina is t his: The Farrell crowd, bear Chile, and 
much concerned about her, are constantly having prepared 
articles rather cleverly free from outer malice, written 
more in sorrow than in anger, showing that Argentina is mere­
ly misunderstood and that all these misunderstandings can be 
wiped out by a eptrit of autual conciliation. They are 
eingularly rree rrom attaoke on us. These are turned over 
to the AR and the UP and sent ove r South America, I presume. 
Certainly they are sent here and published with all the other 
new• despatches or the two Aeeociatione. I have no doubt 
the preae aesociations have to send these out. 

Now we cannot prepare answer s and counter-propaganda 
here at the Embassy and take 1t to the press and ask tor 

The Honorable 
Cordell Hull, 

Secretary or StateL 
Waehington, D. v. 

publication 
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publication because under all the circumstances this would 
seem like pressure. The only way I know to counteract thia 
Argentine stutt would be through the preparation ot our own 
material in Washington and to have th1e turne~ over t o the 
AP and UP with the request made strong th~t it be sent to 
South America. I hope this can be done. 

We managed the taking ot Paris magn1ticently. The et­
tect here magical. EYeryone is loud in praise ot our action 
in arranging tor the French to "take" Paris. That •&1 I at­
tended a dinner tor Fern,ndez given by the Czeckoslovak1an 
M1niater and trom all quarters, trom the Frenoh particularly, 
and the Chileans, I was overwhelmed with congratulations tor 
our action , everyone making it clear, including the Foreign 
Minist er, that they understood that we had, with Patton's 
army, actually made the t all or Paris inevitable and purposely 
arranged tor the French to have the credit. "It was a stroke 
ot genius ", Fernandez said, "that a tter the Ger me.n invader had 
trampled on Paris eo long, t he America n, liberating her, did 
not march into the city but arranged tor the French to give 
the t1nal blow" • 

Warmest regard a. 

Si ncerely, 



---
Santiago, August 30, 1944. 

Dear Mr. President: 

I am enclosing copy ot a letter to 
Secretary Hull giving my impressions ot 
Marcial Mora, t he nev Chi l ean Ambassador, 
on tne theory that it may be advantageous 
to you in your tirst conversation with him. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ 

Enclosure : 
Copy or letter, as stated. 

The Honorable 
Franklin D. Roosevelt , 

The Whi te House , 
Washingt on, D. C. 



Sant iago, Auguet 30, 19~4 . 

Dear Mr. Secretarr: 

Since Marci al Mora leavee here September 11 to ae­
aume h1a dutiea aa Ambaeaador in Washington, it occurs to 
me that it ma7 be advantageous to you to have m7 impre ... 
eion ot the man. He ie a gentleman ot considerable polieh, 
alvaya courteous and inatinotively friendly. He ie an able 
and aucceeetul law7er, and at one tiae vas President ot the 
Central Bank ot Chile. He vaa Minieter ot For eign Atfairl 
during 117 tiae here and thla vae 1n t he tirat etagea ot the 
var and betore ve were directly involved. He did not at 
that tiae i mpre•• •• a• underetand1ng the ligniticance or 
the struggle or the danger that Chile and South America might 
eaail7 be drawn 1n . I round ht. invariabl7 rriendl7, but I 
d id not have an exalted t.preeaion of him at that time. 

Later, atter Pearl Harbor, he vaa preeidant ot the 
Radical Party, the tirat and moat iaportant party ot the 
Government ooalition. He vae very popular with his part7 
and vae looked upon aa headed toward higher honore, poeei bly 
the Pre1idenc7 or the Republic. About t hia time, a great 
ohange caae over hia. He beoame an ardent supporter or the 
Allied cauee and ver7 ina11tent on a rupture with the Ali:ie 
during the pe r1od vben Barroe Jarpa ae Minht er ot Foreign 
Artaire, vae etubbornl7, and through dev1oue and diehoneet 
mierepreeentatione to Pre•ident Rio•, tight1ng tor the con­
tinuation or relatione with our ene111e11. Marcial Mora chal­
lenged the po1 ition or the Miniet or and attacked h1e polio7 
openl7 and with vigor. When the d1rectora ot the Radical 
Part7 paeeed a reeolutLon approving the policy ot Barroe Jarpa, 
Mora 1netantl7 resigned on that 1e1ue. He was i aportuned by 
h11 oart7 to retain the preeidenc7, but he retueed. 

It wae then that be conceived the idea or organizing 
the overwhet.ing but inarticulate maJorit7 favoring deaoorao7, 
and ue1ng thea a1 a battering ra• again1t the enea1ee ot 
rupture. Thie organization, which reached into ever7 nook 
and corner ot the countr,, waa the only organized and dir ected 
movement tor the breaking or relatione. It became a power. It 
organized numerous great .aaa meeting• demanding rupture. He 
alva71 apoka and atruok trom t he ehoulder. Han7 or hie eret­
while trienda or the ariatooracy and bua i nea• became h1e 

The Honorable 
Cordell Hull, 

SecretarY or State, 
Waah1ngton, D.C . 
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eneaiee . He i nfuriated Barroe Jaroa, an~ annoyed the President by hie militancy an~ outspokenneee. But he neYer wavere~ , but int eneitie~ hie act ivities . When Barros Jarpa went, and the President came to r ealize t he nature ot the struggle aoroes t he sea, he was re­atored to t he fayor ot t he Presi~ent and hie appoint­ment to Washi ngton oomea as a re sult . 

You will find hi m anxious, I am sur e , to follow our line. Hie speeches at Yari ous functions given in hia honor s i nce his appointment have been fight i ng , democratic speeches . He has a profound admirat i on tor Roosevelt and Hull, an~ thi s I know to be s i ncere. 

We have Just bad another illustrat i on ot t he taot 
t~t Chile i s the strongest functioning democracy in south America. A senatorial Yacancy having occurred , former President Aleaeandri, aged 74, but vigorous, was nom inated by the R1ghteete, and R1oe, t aking t hi s aa a challenge, had del Pedregal, known to you, and a forceful speaker and strong character, run against him. The tight was aenea­tional and attracted mor e interest t han t he last pre s identi al election . It was bitterly contested but decently fought. The polls closed at 4. At ~. the election of Ale aeandr1 wa s kno1m. And i mmed i ately del Pedregal went to Aleasandri 1 a headquarters in Talca to congratulate him warmlr, and t hey ellbraced. Aleaaandri telegraphed Pr esident Rioa t hanking hia tor protecting t he dignity ot t he polle and tor the per­teet management by the authorities resulti ng in t he voting i n the moat serene atmosphere, and aaying that thi s was i n keepi ng with t he democratic traditione ot t he count ry. Pr eai­dent Riee replied, tha.nltlng hill, and saying that t he elec­tion was proof ot t he inherent democracy of the Chilean people, and c ongratulating Aleaa.n dri on hi s election . 

While Aleeaandri was elected, the American pr ess oon­olualon t hat this 1a an incUcation ot the ~win~l1ng popularity ot Rioe, ie untrue. Th1a dietriot ia naturally Ri ghtest and 
Aleaaan~ri 1 a maJoritr vas much amaller than that or t he last election. In tact, the tight ot del Pedregal has raised him to a commanding hei ght aa a probable presidential oan~ idate. 

I am aen~ing copies ot t his letter to Stettiniua and t he Preaident, ainoe t her may want to have aome sidelight on Mora before he arri•ee. 

Sinoerelr, 



Santiago, Septtmber 21, 19~. 

Dear Mr. President : 

I enclose as ot possi ble interest , 
a letter to Mr . Hull concerning the visit 
to Chile ot General George Br ett . He made 
a prof ound i mpressi on, and seemed to me 
meticulously correct 1n everything he did. 
He was received with genuine enthusi asm. He 
d1d eo well I think you should know 1t tor 
t he record. 

Warmest regards. 

Enclosure : 
Copy ot letter, as stat~d . 

The Honorable 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

The White House, 
Washington, D. 0 . 



Santiago, September 21, 1944 , 

Dear Mr. Secretar y: 

Gen eral George Br et t, accompanied by General Luther 
Smith , who carne with about 30 others to repree~nt the United 
States 1n the celebration or Chilean independence, left t his 
morning a!'ter five da.ys of heotio activity. 'l'hey were re­
ceived '~ith unusual enthueiaem and made a profound impression, 
partioul~rly OP the military forces her e. A f ull report on 
the activit ies of the miae1on will be s ent to t he Deoartment , 

The General , who 1e very popular here with the armed 
forces , a nd thorou~hly appr eciated, handled himself magnif1oiently 
1n all hie conversations with military and political leaders. 
After luncheon I gave for the miss ion, when I had as gue sts 
the Pres ident, t he Ministers of Foreign Af f airs , of the Interior 
and of National Defense , and the ranking officers of t he Army 
and Navy, Gene ral Brett had an hour• s conversat ion in my lihrary 
with FP.rnanda z and the Min i ster of Defense . The thing t hat 
ra.nkle• here, as was developed in the conversa t i on, i s that we 
have apparently furnished more army equipment to Peru, than to 
Chile . Fernandez went 1nto t he unouestionable difference as to 
real democracy between Chile and Peru, talked ve ry frankly and 
confidentially of the agitat ion by demagogues in Peru against 
Ch1le, thus creating a war sp i rit , and he could not understand 
the advantage given . He did not aek for more equi pment than 1R 
given to Peru, but in view of the agitat ion in both Peru and 
Bolivia agai nst Chile, threat ening a possible concerted at t ack, 
he did feel t hat the one Democracy among t he t hree should have 
as mu~h as either of the others that cannot be described ae 
real democr acies . The General t old h i m t hat the military 11s­
a1on of the Peruvians in Washington was very insistent and ag­
gressive and that the mis s i on from Chile was lees eo, but 1m­
plied that General Smith, ae head of the Commission f or a study 
of t he varioua mission•, could make possible an equalizat ion. 
I was r ather astoni shed to hear of the a ggressive demands of 
Peru s ince I had been given the impression that Chile was a bit 
r esented because she vas so demandi ng . The Gene r a l was very 
cautious and made it cl ear that some of the matt ers brought up 
we~e not within his aut hority and t hat t hey should be handled 
through diplomat ic channels. I thought he showed perfect Judg­
ment, taot, and handl~d himself splendidly. 

'l'he Honorable 
Cordell Hull, 

Secretary of State, 
Wa shington, D. 0, 

Never, 
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Never, I th1n~P&s any s1m1lar mission been received 
with such enthus1alm. General Br Ptt was anhonor guest at 
t wo dinners given by the President, and another by the armed 
toroea. The acclaim with which he was received caused u1 all 
some slight embarrassment because a smaller Hexican mission, 
headed by General Henriquez, was here to r epresent J.fex1co , and 
it was rather over1hadowed. However, we were as s iduous 1n our 
a ttentions to t he Mexican. I had him and the t.fexican Ambal­
sador at m} lunch, and i nvited the Hexican to st and 1n the 
receiving line at my r eception. I do not think t here was the 
slightest fe eling, and, at any rate, we could not help i t it 
the Chileans were more ettueive to our people. 

I was very much impr essed,too, by the popular reaction 
to Br ett' s vis it. On the morning he laid a wreath at the 
monument at 0 1 Hi~g1ns, t he plaza was packed with a surging 
throng lhouting ' Long live the United St ate a11

, "Long live 
democracy", making the V sign . I have at tended many similar 
wreath layings and usually lees t han a hundred curious loungers 
appear. And the press ot Santiago spread itself on thP publicity 
ot the visit. I think we can be proud of Brett. 

\'larmeet regards. 

Sincerely, 
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Santiago, October 2, 1944 . 

Dear Mr. President : )('J,a 
Your r 1ng1ng denunciation of the Na~1 regi me 1n 

Argentina nas delighted our fri end s, b~th1nk you 
8n6Uld ltnow something about t he means that have been 
taken to weaken i ts eff ect 1n the other Amerlc&n nations . 
The very morning your statement was conspicuously pub­
l i shed on the front page of all papers her e , t here aP­
peared a long, laborious ly wr ought article from London 
sent out by Reuters to the effect that your statement, 
had bee eceived t n London with " surprise and sorrow , 
sin r gentina had just given such abundant proof of 

s ut t er devotion to the cause of the Unit ed Nat ions . 

In today's (Sunday) El Mercurio, appear, through 
Reuters, numerous extracts-rrom editorials of English 
papers along the same line , one strangely enough from 
t he Manchester Guardian, another from the Yorkshire organ 
or Eden . Along with t his, articles sent by the AP r ros 
Buenos Aires quoting with gusto the two most notorious 
Nazi papers t here, with nothing to indicate t heir char­
acter. 

In conversat ion with the Brltlsh Ambassador , he 
di d not eo much as mention your s tatement, until I dlcl. , 
and he was so reserved t hat be practi cally eald nothing . 
Meanwhile, the English colony here is decidedly pro­
Argent1n1an on the issue. 

I found the Canadian Ambassador, who is r eally our 
friend, very much confused . He agrees with our fee l i ng 
but bas fallen for t he propaganda t hat these attacks on 
Argentina' s Na~1 government may tend to draw all Argen­
tini ans a round 1t; and when I asked if t~At eXplained 
why, on the l iberat i on ot Perl~ two hundred thousand 
people defied t he Government end marched through the 
streets shouting for the United States, the United Na­
t i ons , f or democracy and against Fascism and Farrell , he 
d id not know what to say . 

The Honorable 
Franklin D. Roosevelt , 

The \fh1te House, 
Washington, D. C. 

The 
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The three moat dacag1ng features of the Argentine 
propaganda are : 

(1) That this ie merely a oontroverey between 
the United States ond Argentina and the other American 
nations are mere spectators . 

(2) That ther e ie a clPovege between the Un ited 
States and lnglend ; and our dPniale, such as your 
sta tement , arP overshadowed by the invariable food 
of editor1ele and articles fro~ London strongly defend­
ing the Argentinians and treat in& the issue ae one 
merely between ue and Arg~ntina, in ~hich we are wrong. 
These ere sent by Reuters i nstantly to South America . 
I wonder if t hey are sent to the States? 

(3) That the attacks on Argentina t end to rally 
ell the democrats or t~at country around the Nati 
Government as e matter of national pride. 

As to the f i rst , I have urged on t hP Department 
that at Hull 1 & press confer ence a correspondent be in­
spired to comment on thi s conception and ask for the 
Secretsry ' e comment; and that he then give out p state­
ment based on the agreements among the American nations 
and pi n i t down emphat ically that the cont roversy i s 
between the Argentine Nazi Government and the American 
Republica and the United Nations , and that the AP and 
UP be asked to send it i n full to South America. J.:r. 
Hull t ouched on this afterwards, but 1n only a sent ence 
which came in t he middle of other things, eo it was 
scarcely noticed i n the pr ess . I s till think this very 
i mportant . 

As t o the second, Churchill should give out a 
stronger declaration than has yet been eiven, and at 
this time . 

'll'ashington is eo preoccuoied with the war across 
t he sea that I doubt if it renllzes Just what ls t aking 
place in South America , if the cont inent i& to be Judged 
by Chile . After the rupture , t he Germane, the Fasc i sts 
and the Spanish Fal~nglsts took to cover a~d for a time 
there was little anti-American oropagon~e . Now all these 
forces ~ave r allied with an 1ntene1f1ed hate and renewed 
t heir bit ter attacks against ue by wavi ng the Ar gentine 
flag. Nothing could be clearer t han that the Nazis and 
Fascists have taken up where they lef t oft at t he time 
of the rupture. There ie money behind the crusade ; therP 
1e organitation; there i s inspirat i on and brazen dir ection 
from Argentina; an~ we face today , in Chile, prec i sely the 
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same tor ces that fell with the rupture . It may be even mor e vicious, f or many who did not dare openly to support Germany, are now supporting Ar gent i na, the dear and cheri shed ne i s hbor . Pi ns with t he Chilean and Argent i ne flags crossed are d ist ributed !or wear­ing; chain lPttera to •patriots • g lorifying Argent ina and calling on "patriot s" to r ally to the Nazi resime to prevent the YankePs frl)m reducing t hem to "slavery", are being sPnt out with ten stamps to cover the postage on the copi ed screed; and Argent i ne agents and propagan­dists are appeari ng here and i n Per u an~ presumably el ee­wherP . 

Now that Fascism 1s about beaten i n Europe, the big drive i s on in South America to plant 1t her e , end I thought you migtt want to know how it is working . 

Sincerely your s , 

~~ 

• 
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Dear Mr. President: 

Santiago, October 3, 1944. 

Apropos or the observations some­
times heard that there was no intimation 
or an at tack by Japan before she struck, 
I find in the tiles t he two enclosed tele­
grams I sent to Washington on December 2 
and December 5, which are not without i nterest. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ 

Enclosures: 
Paraphrase or telegrams, 
as stat ed. 

The Honorable 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

The White House, 
Washington, D. c. 



PARAPHRASE December ? , 1941 , 6 o . m. 

I have been told by Rossett i that the !Hn i ster 

ot Japan has requested t hP privilege for the Japanese in 

Panama to come to Chile because war i s almost inevitable . 

I mmediate r ejection was made of t he request and the 

Chilean Cons ul Ar.d the Chilean Minister i n Panama wer e 

sent t el egraphic i nstruct i ons not to issue visas . Rossetti 

says a ll J apanese in Chile have b een placed under oonetsnt 

and olos~ observat ion. He alec states that all precautions 

have been t aken against possible sabotaGe by our enemt es 

of the mines and the railroads connecting them with the 

coast . 

I suggest a t elegram from yourself or the Secretary , 

expressing a ppr ec iat ion to Rossett1 for the de• pat ch wi th 

~rh ich mat t ere concerning t he two Governments have beE'n 

attended to would have a most salutary ef fect . 

CONFIDENTIAL - UNDER SECRETARY. (No. 671 ) 

80',/ERS 



PARAPHRASE 

December 5 1941 

I am i nformAd by Rossett i thet yesr erday , 

the German Ambassador r e i nfor ced the request made 

by t h e Japanese h i nister that the Japanese i n 

Panama be g iven permiss i on to come he r e and that 

an inst ant r e fusal was g iven . ThP Minister warned 

th~t other nations will be appron ched , notably Peru , 

and r equests that he bP i nf ormed of any such develo,_ 

menta i n thP ne ighbor1~g nations . 

For the Under Secr et ary - Confidentia l . 

(No. 697) 

BOWERS 
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Santiago, November 9, 1944. 

Dear Hr. President: 

Warmest congratulations . My greatest Joy, after 
that or your triumph, was in t he reelection of Bob 
Wagner and Joe Guffey's successful leadership again in 
Pennsylvania. I have just written Joe that he is as 
one of Jacksonian group composed of Amos Kendall and 
Frank Blair and others, who constituted the shock troops 
of Old Hickory and I know he will like the comparison. 
It is a true one too . 

Dr. Santos a sked me to fix my d inner for him on 
election night since he wished to get election returns 
under our flag. I had forty diplomats and senators, 
and the reception on the radio was perfect and t he UP 
and AP s ent bulletins at f requent interval s . It was 
like a jollification meeting of our own people after 
11n election a t home . 

The Acting President gave out an interview which 
I sent the Department for transmission to you. It struck 
me as very strong . I am enclosing a copy of a t elegram 
signed by numerous Senators of all parties, headed by 
the Conservative Pre sident of t he Senat e. Senator Guzman 
spoke on your election the next day in t he Senate . Last 
night, at a dinner at the Moneda g iv en by the Acting 
President for Santos, both Fernandez and Santos spoke 
of your election as a triumph for democracy and an en­
lightened international poli cy. Guzman brought me the 
telegram and told me that Arturo Alessandri asked to 
be excused from signing; only another illustration of 
the fact that be is at heart anti-American. or cours e 
be fought rupture and is tlghting for Argentina. l'le are 
very good friends and he insists on his devotion to us, 
but always with the insinuating r e servation "but we 
won ' t be vassals" , which tells t he tale. 

The Honorable 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

The White House, 
Washington, D. C. 

Perhaps 

I 
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Perhaps our posit i on on t he Argentine proposal 
will be announced before this r eache s you. Fernandez 
and Chile have acted in the mos t impeccable manner on 
t his problem . He hee made a suggest i on to the Depar t ­
ment, t hrough me, which impresses me as statesmanlike, 
The fact ie that t he South American nat i ons have been 
eager for e conference or Foreign lUnisters on post-war 
and peace plans, and when Argentina made her pr oposal 
most of t hem Jumped to i ts approval since this appeared 
to open the way. I have kept t he Department informed 
for some time of this feeling and I am not surprised at 
the reaction to the Argentine proposal. Fernandez pro­
pos es a pl an wh ich he thinks would cut the ground f r om 
under the Argenti nians . 

I have read with amazement Franco 's r equest that 
Fascist Spa in shall sit in on t he Peace Congress , l~hy 
not Hi tler? And even l·lus solini might be able to d rag 
hi mself to the table to give advice . Vansittart has 
made the only possible observation. What the diplomacy 
of democrat ic nat i ons needs more t han anything else t o­
day i s more Vansittarts and fewer Hoares. 

That ride i n the r a in was a stunning answer to the 
attempt to convi nce the people of your enfeebled condi­
tion . It was good democratic weather. 

Warme s t r egards. 

Enclosure : 
Copy ot tel egram, as s t ated . 

I 



Accept cur fervent ccngr otulnt i on• at the 
North AmArioon people ' s conf i rmation , in your 
t riumph, or its faith in Democracy, in the 
princ i ples upheld by yourself and the leaders 
or the Allied countr1P~ , in t he def initive 
victory or liberty and in th~ oorsolidat1on 
or your desire tor Pan AcPrican Good Nel &hborhood . 
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DEPARTMENT OF" STATE 

WASHINGTON 

November ~1 . 1 ~44 

JIE:·o FJ<iWUJ.I FOR TTTE PRESIDENT 

'.'.'i t h reference t o your memorandum of 

November 15, 1944 enclos ing a let ter f r om 

Ambassador Bor:l'rs , there is attached a sug-

gested re,ly f or your ~i .::; nature if you 

a ppr ove , 

Enclosur es : 

l. Let ter fron {rur.bassador 
Bo~;ers , date~ -.\'ovomber 9 , 
1944 . 

2 , Su~~ ested r eply to 
Ambassedor !:Iewers . 
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Lett.e" tn t h e> 'J''f'•J i •~P.nt. f"Or Hon. C'1':lurle 
C: . J.k•· ·n~ 'l , :,tnt i e -n , Ch; 1,.. , .,ny . o , l n !,I.. , 

C'< ..., -,.,-·3inr- c ·n,.-• 1u .i<'D!'J 111'1 ~iv~ u- (;1-t i lp 

::;it.'l•t". t "'n in "P • • - • • ,n";iun r.t.t.",P- s , --~c . 

Inc lrsP•1 C<' .,,. ro f' 1-,nl,.,,.._ .,.. 'l i •tv•fl h , 1" nu 
~f" t10. .. ,..,.,..!'l nf t!ll l't-';1 P~ , h " t1r>~ b" Jh.., C:nno:oa.,..V'I­

Iv,• >•• r•s 1 r' <>~11- n -1' ~ '1•' Sr>nat • , r'}X'~c n1inr. CO'l­

..., _t";.HlnLf .; nu to '~hf --"s · "tl")nt . 
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THE WHITE H OUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Deo•Mr 8, 1144. 

IIDIOR.UOIII roa 
THE SECRETARI or STATE 

fOR PRiPAJlA!ION or REPLY 

J'Oil MY 8IOilAfU~. 

r. D. a. 

Ltr . of 12/2/44 f r or.1 Hon . Claude G. Rovters, 

~antiago, Chile ; r e liquidati on of Axi s 
fin::> and enterprises in Chile . 



·J8Sl 

Dl ? 14, 1M6 
) 

Du.r cl .. Y1ea 

Chile. 

; 

CJaade o. ac: ma, 

AG:wtriou t b w · dor, 

Sent'·•· 



DEPARTMENT OF S TATE 
WASHINGTON 

December 14, 1944 

MEMORANDUM FO!\ '1 HE PRESIDENT 

Subject : Letter to Ambassador Bowers . 

With reference t o your memorandum of 

December 8, 1944 enclosing a letter f r om 

Ambassador Bo11ers , there is attached a 

suggested reply for your signature if you 

approve . 

Enclosures : 

1. Letter f r om Ambassador 
Bowers , dated December 2, 
1944. 

2. Suggest ed reply to 
Ambassador Bowers. 



--
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHI NGTO N 

December 12, 1944 

liiEMORANOOM TO TRE PRESIDE!."T 

Attached is a personal letter from Cl aude Bower s 

to you 1n 1941. 

At that time t here was a question of t h e British 

attitude towards the Fascist Government of Spain. This 

"as in 14ay of 1941 and it all got washed up in June 

of 1941 when the Germans attacked the Soviet Union . 

I presume it belongs in y our files . 

Fai thfully yours , 



' 

Santi ago !ay 26 , I94I 

Deer Lr Presi dent: -

·our l ett er explani tory of the Import-Export Dank propositi on 

, apropos the credit to the bank of Chile to take care ot exch<mge ,worked map1.c in 

instuntly satisfyinc the Covernmsnt poople her e that no offence could possibl y be 

taken . I f::.t.Ve the ! ini ster ot ;rore1gn il'fa1rs and the I resident the subst5nce or what 

you ~rote ond both were not only sat i sfied but muc h pl eased , So that is tbct . 

I am aendi ne thi s l ettel' very confidentililly s i nce i t relates to 8 most .... -
delicate mtter • Some time ago a Captai n ./ilson ,an l:n!'~ isbman , educated at Cambri dge , 

and 8 member or tbe Labor party in England who tlew t or the loyal i sts i n Spain and 
I 

then came here wrot e an arti cl e tor a paper here whi ch was most c r i t i cal or the 
I 

Tory party ond of the nobi li ty , though corupl1t.entary enough about Churchill . He 

cans to see me and be impressed me as a retber i ntense younp man of intelli genc e who 

wa s pr one i n biB parti sanship to be unfai r even to Chamber l ain--it tlll> t 1s possi bl e , 

Later he wished t o go t o the United Stetes for a f ew daye onl y on whet he 

described a s a busi ness tri p , aaa be i nti mated that be wo~d probabl y want to see 

sotiO one in the S t a te DepOl-tmont . lie lll>d no Briti sh pe&spOrt and the Br i ti sb :!':mbass y 

not only r ef used to give him oae , but wa s very act t ve and bi t t er i n denouncing hi m to 

us . At r irst I a scri bed t bie to the f act tbet the Embessy personnel here i s very much 

' or the Ch~berlein 8ppe8Sement s chool , and that t his lll8J\8 fi r.htinP i n Spai n When 

the Chamberlain Government was extending iteelt to hel p the t ot al! te rian CCllllbi nation 

wi n i n Spatn . wa s most offensive • 

• ve told him that we coul d not give him e vhe unle ss he bed a paeeport end an eseurenc e 

that he c~d return her e . Thi s l ett er permissi on he received by set or the Tre sident 



or tbe .to public . 

L:.ter t1ll , tbe .oxicuo Al:lbaasador tolll D at a oocktoil p:u-ty bat he b..S aaen tbh 

cnap Who 11.4da a rood i"'l'~•ston on hlm aa o young eutbuaiaat •1tb judter.-nt none too 

good .to tor a t i ll be told J:lll be waa puulod about tbe tellmr . He acid ba had i n uta 

l'ouoaaloo certein ate.rtlinf' papera on tbe stationary or tbe ::lrithh I.nb~uy •'ioh , 

ho , the 1 exicon , had boon permited to examine . De tboupht I should aee th~•• popora . 

olhen tlileon anw mA! next I told hi m I would like to eee them and suerested tlwt he 

rtx a time when he could bring them. lie acid he would not think or t llki np them out 

or bia bouse , but that I could aeo thee iC I went to hia . I di d not care much tor 

the t nne! consul t ed the Lexie an wbo sa i d be bod been COIIlJlell ed to go to this J:lllns 

b011$e w~.tob ia no t rar tro::: the Leucan t=buay ,but be had tboupbt it OYer ince 

Ohd re~retted r.oinc .lie wouder..S it thll youn~ Cella. ,bard up, bed beeo tl'ken on e a 

!.nzi a~,.ent ,and be thoui'M it psaible tbot in tbat BYOnt a bidden pbotogr1apber B)' 
.-..( ... ~ -t;;. ~-e.. .y;... ... •.• , ..,;u t- -...--- . 

have taken bla pi cture enterinG tbe bOUse . The Al:lbaseador sugr&Sted tbllt I try to ,t ,.. 
Wilson to bri ng me copies of tbe papero . If I woul d then show him the copies be would 

toll me whether these were the papero he bnd aeon on Embassy stat i onary. I made nn 

exc use Cor not going to the houoe und Wilaon brouent ~ the copi es which I inoloae - -

the very copies thet were brougbt to me . Tbe A.mbaesador s ays tbey ere actual copi es ot 

the origlnaU be had i n his banda£ 

The thin£ 1e etartllne and so delicate the t I bne not J:l8nti onecl tbe pepera to any 

one in the !:ttl>auy and I think it beat not t o aend thee to the Sta te :lei> rtn>nt atnce 

I thi nk 1t just aa well to beve nothinr or the sort i n the archives there . 

You will note tbat i t involves Hal1Cax,Hoare and Si r Charles Orde the Ambaaaedor 

now here • Also Cuetavo Ross the ronctiinary Chilean in voluntary exile in B.A. 

If i t i a all a t i xad - up Cake i t i s cleverl y dono in eome respec ts . There i a no doubt 

whatever tbut the briti sh Embassy bore i s not rriendly to t hi s l i beral r.overnman t 

~nd that it wa s all tor Rosa i n the preei dential election the latter loet • I had 

beard too rroct ~uartara I truat tbat wbao Lord iill i ngdon or tbe ... isaton woe in . A. 

before c ~Df here tha t he bed conferences with Hoaa tbere . Tbat enti re cieaion was 



cOILpoud or bit induatrial.hte and blinkers or tbe Tory l"'rty who were supporters or 
~ Cb..,berlun policy. You will nota tl'.:st ,,on is addreaud as "I~ Freeident• . 
rhie ee~~m> a bit ter tatched • You will note too the t tor eoe a trance r eason there 
cu·e no dates to theee cccnunl oatione. It would be intereatine to kn"'• whether tha 

r itiah Ambassador has been i l l since Ordee l etter raters to a •quick reoo•ery• • 
..nil ot course it i a possible that tbo stationery which the I exi ean =b~s86dor sa~ 
~>n~ueationably i s toot ot the -.mbaaa7 111 th the lone slender el•eope "In hie zri t•anic 
lb jesty' s Servi ce• ,wca stolen . "ilecn aeya these papers ware picked up i n B.A. but be 
retusca to tell bow they were taken. 

• bo Lr J"aclcaon ret erred t o in the alleged Clrde letter i a the man from the Dank or 
London here , now i n j&il , t or treuda 111th tho exchange board , It i a interestine to note 
that the attorney tor the Bank is a notoriowa Nazi . I expreaaed some &r.a:urrent to 
~,;rde about tbia one 4l.y e~:d he said be could not understand why the i:4nk had such a 

men ca legal advisor. 

It this fellow is a : ezi aeent the clear intent is to destroy t a i tb in '1r1tn1n a a tar 
as i ts intere3t i n liberal ~d del:!OCr~>t ic g~eruiient i a concerned • • here 1e just 
euourh book cround ca.erinr rive yaare to rive color to tbia theory • 

I beve thought it best to keep all this entirely to myselt and to aend it t o you alone. 
You will ,·nor. ll~etller tl.are ia enytbine i n tl:o exiatinc ai tuotion to f"iv .. the s l1 r)1test 
color or re~litY t~ these papers . ~r course there i e or wee stronr tot li~ien 

I ~ 
rroup in Enrl11M betoro the war beren ,and tl.e mYllteri ous vhit or Hess oatellaibl y to 
s ,a 11 can who was clo•• to it •. ot ot this croup is e bit !1 turbin You ::..y l:a• e I I \ 
-6 beard oontident1all y trom Churchill the true story or Hou . Ho one doubts Churchill , 
-•v1n, ..dan ,Durr Cooper or .:iinclai r or u:ny one in the _ri t1 l. ::Overrunent in Lon .. on . 
uut utter oonsiderabl~ deliberation with myself I wn convinced .h t you and you nly 

a.ould ta•e these co~ io~ .7ha ~xicaa .cbasoador 1a eir ti~t on •be subject uttd 
be aaya bo haa menti oned the pepers to me ~>lone . You can look them o• ar , cone l dar them 
in the remota a•ont tbat you ~e otter into:t'l:lltion ot a ail:<ihrly dis~urb1ng n .. turP , 
und tben burn t hem. 

Caneral !aoudero &l'Snt aoo:e time alone ~t r:.; houGa tbe other dey • . e aaya th•>t i n tho 



..;outh ot Cl..ile , the bot b&J or u ... :;a.ta a <1 tl:e center or the cer:::...11 elor'-:.t , t here 

h no loneor the tWlliliu.r rJ.neH n. or Cllile..ns o.nd Coruans ,un 1 tb4 t tile two are i n 

two croupe no. , tbe Cbi leana or course i n the .., joritr . The Forei&n l..iniste r tol d ~:>~ 

~aturday t bat tbe situation i n that r egion i s bein£ constantly watched •not only by 

the police but by the aney" • .;olln!lke is comtne a l one to my house tbis &v~nine Md I 

One thine is cortain, the ables t and the moat outspoken champion or our poltoy in 

the publi c l ite or CUile i s Schnake . Yesterday a loading Conaer.ative Senator said to 

Cl8 at a cocktail por•y nt the • .rgentill8 ll:.beaay:" .. o owe a ereut dso l to •> ~nited 

..,ta toa toi':Ul what it baa done wi tb Schnake" . Ho add&d t hat Johnake i s a lllUoh abler 

can then any other i n tho ~oYernment parties . He i s caki ns a Yi ;orous tigbt ega1110 t 

the con::nunts t s and i a prepartn£ to c:ake a s imilar ttebt against the Nazia , Be has 

rorood tho timid poli t icians or the Rad ical party on tbe communist combination and he 

~ put eoma (ineer into the COYorw>:EUt i n de!illnc with the !;azis . 

Everyone here h on tip-toe tor the Thursday speech you molce . 

The d ie~ euccesaion or Cermllll victorioa , i n the Belkans, i n Cro to , and wi th the 

sinking ot the "Hood" 1e heTine a b!ld erteot i n Soutb ..n:eriee i n thetv J:lOre are 

tbi nki ne now that r ttain cannot win and tha t South America bad beat tr&;e econouac 

arrangements with Cermony. I do not boer t hi s but I aense it. It i s not that the 

.,outh ..ceri cens like the i deo bu t the t they tear tor their tuturo. 

lion . Franklin D. Rooaevelt 
The White Uouse. 

oi th warrr.est reee rds . 

Sincerel y, 

~, .. 4-• ..c-~ 

. -



~fio~nn de rrenea Aliede 

strictly confiden t ial . 

Sir, 

We have nntxd enenged diepatoh Unite!! Shtea the full report 

of the eituation in t his country. 

UXIIIII 

... . ....... have ment ioned the necessi ty infarming the Wnehtngton 

Ste te dept end for t his r eeeon we have agr eed with your resolution , 

l otivttiee ere goi ng on e• oept ionally well .We have r eceived the f 

foll owing sum of '2000 , 000 from the above mentioned peraons . It ia bo 

ing ut ilised intelligently eccordin(l to tnst ruct1ons of Lord Hnlifnx 

We ere eoger to heve your confirmat i on with r eference to the sum 

ment ioned by Hie Excellency Preaidenr Roee which will fortify our 

deposita here . 

Awetting your Det eil e 

Youre Obedient Servant 

Preas Attache 

Hie KeJeetye Kilitery Atteohe in B.A. 



Hie Uejset ys ~bnP~Ador in B. A. 

sir, 

Br 1t1eh embllf et 
Sant1ngo 

Bis !I!Xoellenoy Sir Charles Orde begs to imtorm you of the followinl 

resolution adOfted at the lnet meeting here . 

Sir Charles t nkae this O~fOi tunity in wishing your ~oellenoy 

a quick r ecovery. 

~~OLUTION .HPROV"'ll OF AT TH r<' "BRI TISH FASCIST OV"JlS"!AS UNIO !l" 

"That His XaJestys nmbsesador i n South America utilise the Spanish 

Government Diplomstio COif for all pol1t1csl mntter e and ordera" 

The following resolution wne di epntohed to Spain , 

"On behnlt of the British Fnsot s t Over sees Union we convey our whole­

hearted e upJ:Ort end loyalty to your Bxcell enoy Sir Samuel Hoare" 

His !Xoollentoy will communicate nt • later dDta . 



BRl'I ISH mB 'SS! 

SA i."l' H. GO 

MY Deer Preeidont Rose , 

I have reoetved tnetrnotione from LOrd 

Halifi!I.X for Y"U• 

In the event of your r enuirtng eeei*enoe 

H.K. Bmbeest in B.! will be a t your diSFOSel . 

We have Arranged ell the neoeeeery errengemonte 

and we hope to etop thte political work eoon. 

lllr JAokeon will receive ' f resh inetruotione, 

It ie adv ' eablo you oozmnnioAte with General 

Herrera t oday end not i f y our ¥111tery attache immediAtely, 

Yours l tnoers ly . 

Oherlee Orde 

This l etter wee d i scovered in B.A. 



---

--
rececb~r 20 , l Q4L. 

IINI' Clade• 

I baw Jut ..,...1.,.. 70"1Jr 18\t.r ot.. her :10 
IIDd !ll Stet.tlai \18 bu lbo• - ,..,.... • te oa 7<Nr le\tolr 
ot l'e81pU oc. u ;rou mow, ot - • the olro11lv wu pro f- aac1 lt 1a oq • ..,.,...,!lope_ u.et 1V" wUl oany 
• 1a tbo u.porteat poaiUon of Aabloa...a.r to Chilo, I 
bow tbat. l'.lo Btett.inllu toDd hla ..-1atea in VIe Dopert.­
_, r-.1 exanq the- '"'7• I haft DO doW>t the' 
CbUo•e eooporaU.On •UII wo c..urinl tho• difficult clqa 
baa in a larp •ullft -.. du to J"'U2' otfort.a aod the ox .. llG~t rola\1ooa tbUII oateblleho4 w1tb Proaidoot IU.oe 
u4 hruadea. 

I •• inter .. w ill llbat 7041 had to tell .. :ree&rd­
illa r el"AMMCCoa • dooialoo to .. alon11 • 1tll WI oa tile .,...,.U!M ..-u... I .-11• that tu problee for 
CbUe U.0 u ,..,. aq, '- a IIOTO c;1ft1e\llt on. 'Qeom• 
of bar uatca ' •te ..-pdt.loo of tho pro .. nt HciJM in 
liiMIIoe .U.roe, .mich lllllr:oa 1t all the 1101'01 Nt.iafactot7 
tor 1111 to lr.Dow \Mt wo an to lu.ft bar INPPOI't oc thU 
?ital ,. ..... u.o.. 

By thh U.. ~ _...i .. &bout !loMot _., o.lrellelT 
baw ~ ..,, at .... , ro.r the """ .&aba•••d.or of the 
Prone"-! n-cb Clo~t. 1e K..,.l a-t, 1lbo 1a 
a btl"d of quite a cUtt~t feather bola a.orpe llccmet, u.. r-r rontp ll1A1eter 1lboo 7ou ... ,.n eo elo<i ..... U7. 
Rear! BeaM' n• in thia OOQI1\r7 at tho U.. ot our 
inna1on ot Jortb tl'H.oa and no aul>aooc;~~o~~~tly eo-.le­
eioaer for Worutloo ill .U&iora. 

the •~•lrtb1• 
c.-le c. Bo-•· 

AaoriCNl Aab&aeaccr, 
suu..,. 



, 
• 

I bope JOU arru.-d. \o - tbat DaUata jJDt pl.ea>t,r ot b1a ta'WOl"Ua •llvUnJ.a• duriDc lUJI NCeCt Yiat\. 



THE SECRETARY OF 

W.UHINCiTON 

December 15, 1944 

ME:!ORA ~IDJ •OR THE PRES DENT 

Subject : Ambassador Bo1··ers. 

As r equested i n your memorandum of Decem-

ber 4 I have pre;>ared a suggested reply for your 

sienature t o Ambassador Bowers which I enclose 

here1~ith. 

I ac also returnine t.mbas.,ador Bo.,.erz ' 

letter to you. 

Enclosures : 

1. hom Ambassador Bower z 
to the President, Nove~­
ber 20. 

2. Suggested r eply. 

DI'JCI.A."SIYIED 
-. O.rt L<«~r. I·U·'12 

ar J. Sobaub~o Da.. FEB 4 1972 



Santiago, November 20, 19~~ . 

Dear Mr. Presi dent : 

In compl iance with instructions from the Depart­
ment, I am s ending Secretary Hull a note placing my 
resignation a t your disposal to the end that you have 
the usual f r eedom of action in a possible reorganization 
of the diplomatic corps in the new administrat i on , 

Thus far Fernandez has ac ted ~1 ith courage, and in 
accord wi th us , r egarding the Argent ine proposal that a 
conference of Foreign Mi nisters be called to hear her 
defense of her unt enable pos it i on. He fee l s , as do all 
the Foreign Ministers, that there must be a conference 
to consi der post-wa r and peace probl ems , and believes 
t hat the favorable reac tion of so many countries t o t he 
Argentine proposal, as eXpr essed i n t heir pr ess, if not 
by t heir Ministers, was due ent irely to t he bel ief that 
this of fered an oppor tunity for the mor e important confer­
ence desired by them. The f act that we have acquiesed in 
the idea that a confer ence on poet-war problems and t he 
peace he t hinks has had an excel l ent effect . 

I hope it is realized t hat i t requires more courage 
for Chile to take a s t and against the Ar gentine proposal 
than for any other countrT, because of her unfortunate 
recogni tion of the nresent r egi me at Buenos Aires . 
Fernandez assures me that he Wishes to act i n complete 
conformity with our posit i on , He has not, and will not , 
r eply to the Pan American Uni on or Argent ina , or to the 
Mexican note until he knows pr ecisely what our position 
will be, s ince he pl ans to make hie r epl y harmonize with 
ours . He ag re es with me t hat if, in t he event of a 
conference of Mi nist ers on poet- war matter s , i t is decided 
t o admit Argent i na to make her statement , this shoul d be 
done, not in the beginning of the confer ence, but at the 
close, unl ess i n the meanwhile the Argentinians comply in 
every r espect with it s commitments at Ri o. This, I know, 
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is h i s position a nd since he has r eiterated i t to me 
since he has discussed t he matter with Pre sident R! os and thP Acting President , I am hopeful that he w1ll not be overruled . Meanwhi le, desnite en organi~ed nro­
Na~i campaign to force the return of the Chilean Ambas­sador to Buenos Aires, he remains i n Chile and I hear he 
will never be sent back . However , this man i s waging a subterranean campaign and tormer President Alessandri is 
said to be with hiM . I nci dentally, he is campaigning against me as responsi ble tor his retpntion here - which is only true in part, since Fern4ndez has no confidence in 
him . 

I have just had the shock of my lite in the News Digest of the Department ot November 14 which says that 
the insufrerable pro-Hitler collaborator, Bonnet , is to be sent as French Ambassador to Wsshins ton . In view ot 
his notoriously pro-German policy as Fore ign Minister, his brazen deceotions of his colleagues in the lHnistry, all set f orth i n some detail in numerous books from 
Pertinax down, his appointment seems so incredible that I wonder if another Bonnet is meant . I observPd t his 
man ' s act i ons c l osely when in France during the Span ish war and in my opinion he , af t er Level , was t he most in­
famous of the bet rayers of France. I recall, too , Cordell Hull ' s statement to me in orivate conversat ion to the ef­
fect that bhe man is notoriously crooked . ~eak and stupid as he was, even Daladier looked uoon h i m with contempt . I hooe the News Digest is entirely wrong . 

Batista comes this week and we are in for another cavalcade ot dinner s and I am giving one . Have you heard the story about h i m when in the State s? He left his !Hnlster, Martinez, in Washington to grapole with the 
suga r agreement while he toured. I n one town at a party he was plied with martinis until he realized he had had 
too many. He t hought of droppi ng out of a dinner to fol­low . At the table a page aporoached to tell him t here 
was a call f rom ~lartinez , on the 1 phone . "No martinis", he s aid . The boy tried again . "No, no, no more martinis" . The boy r eported to h i s boss eno was told the call was important and that he had to make Batista understand. He returned. "Daon i t, damn it, I said, I want no more 
mart inis" . 

Warmest r egards . 

Since~~ 
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Vol. 1• 
P~ge ( ~) 1?7-'FF' 

Dear Mr. President : 

I understand you personally are ~uoh interested 1n 
the matter which brought Wright here with a confidential 
meeaage to me regarding a declaration of war. The 1n­
atruotione ver~ that the utmost care should be taken not 
to create the impression that pressure vas being exerted, 
or even that a request vas being made, but to make it 
clear that we were merely eett1ng forth possible oontin­
••noies as to the future which are ot concern to Chile 
and to us. That vas done wlth a meticulous regard tor 
the inatruotions and that is thoroughly understood by 
both Rice and Fernandez. 

It ie unfortunate that war against Japan vae not de­
clared at the time ot the rupture but at that time the 
Department did not encourage but rather discouraged euoh 
steps ae being meaningless and possibly embarrassing to 
ue. It could eaelly have been declared at that time . 

The embarrassment now lise in the tact that nothing 
new has developed on vhioh to predicate a declaration of 
war after a year and a halt, and yet euoh a declaration 
would have to be explained to the Senate which would have 
to be consulted. Fernandez unquestionably ie right in 
saying that without a pretext the Government would be at­
tacked 1n the Senate by its ene~iee and demagogues like 
Alessandri would make the moat or it. And the time ia 
inoportune because party reeling momentarily i e high be­
cause of the congressional elections in early Maroh. 

I eat beside Rioe at a luncheon tor General Du~ 
in Vina Thursday and he made it clear that he wiehee to 
comply and will earnestly seek a pretext or solution. On 

Sunday in the garden ot the Governor, at Vtna, I had 
forty m1nutee with h1m alone on that subject and others, 
and that afternoon 1n t he President's summer palace 1n 
Vina, Wright and I had an hour with him and Fernandez. 
Both keenly appreciate the t act that we come first to 
Chile; both made 1t crystal clear that they see the ad­
vantage and will seek a solution. When it was suggested 
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that it would be suff icient it Chile declare that abe con­
eiders herself legally in a state or belligerency with Japan, 
both perked up, exchanged glanoee whioh indicated relief, and 
Rioe t hought it might be done without inviting attaok einoe 
he had said publicly before rupture that rupture wae equivalent 
to a declaration of war, With this statement before them, the 
0 enate voted tor rupture, I think Rioe and Fernandez will 
make the most ot thie in informal conversations with senators 
who will not know that the idea originates with ue, but will 
be given the impression that it originates with Chile because 
ot a tear that her position will not be strong enough in the 
poet war conferences. 

I reel strongly t hat we should be patient while they 
eeek a way out that cannot be plausibly attacked, The Rioe 
regim~ ie under political attack now because 

(1) She did break with the Axie. 

(2) She ie moving with more vigor than &P1Where 7 
alee in the liquidation or the German bank, 
insurance company and many German tirme, 

(3) She did accept our position as to Argentina, 
taking our three pointe, 

(4) She hae just agreed to establish diplomatic 
relatione wit h Rueeia. 

These array eome powerful factors against the Administra­
tion at the beginning of a campaign. It ie not timely to in­
sist at thie moment, Our enemies are with t he opposition. How­
ever, I shall talk with Fernandez frequently without pressing 
him in any way. 

Every democrat approved Stett1nius' statement as to 
the Italian situation. It was just too bad that the morn-
ing after Eden told the Commons that Sforza would not be 
tolerated because he wae attacking Bonomi, that Bonomi lifted 
an incredulous eyebrow to inquire "Who told you that? He ie 
a very close friend and hae not attacked me•. Arter all, our 
boye are not in Europe fight i ng and dying to make t he world 
sate tor the House or Savoy, or tor monarchy anywhere that the 
people do not want it. I am afraid that juet now monarchy ie 
more sacred with Churchill than democracy. This, I am afraid , 
comes more trom hie American mother than trom hie mort liberal 
rather. Th1e, 2!. course, ,12 you alone. 

Warmest regards. 

Sincerely, ~ ... A ___ ~ ~ 
~·....,._.,~ 
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Dear ~!r. President : 

I enclose a copy or a 
may be of interest to you, 
nish him With background on 

Santiago, January 4, 1945· 

letter to Rockefeller which 
I thought it not bad torur­
the existing situation here . 

I am seeing Fern&ndez tomorrow regarding t he pro­
posit ion brought here by 'II right , He and the President 
are most eager to comply, and understand perfectly the 
advantages to Chile . Under normal conditions, Rios would 
send the Senate a message asking the declaration of a 
state of belligerency at once, The tact that nothing has 
occurred since the rupture , makes it embarrassing to ex­
plain such action now - because or the bitter polit ical 
fight being made now in view of the congressional e l ec­
tions in March. But they are preparing the ground, Ben 
Meyer, or the AP, saw R1oe the other day and wae told 
that the President "considers Chile now in a state of 
belligerency" and, more significant , t hat "something very 
interesting may happen soon• , 

But immediately on top of this came the death of 
an Administration Senator whose successor cannot be 
elected until March and this l eaves t he Government just 
short of a ma jority in the Senate. Fernandez f~are that 
the injection of t he issue at t his moment would precipi tate 
a rather foul and prolong~d polit ica l debate in whioh 
Arturo Aleesendri, an Italian demagogue without principles, 
who hae opposed us on rupture, and on Argent ina, and on the 
UNRRA, would resort to the dirtiest tactics . 

All t his is due to the fact that Chile is now en­
gaged in a bitter general election, and you know that 
t hat means . It seems tragic that whenever anything vital 
comes up it finds Chile embarrassed and hamstrung by an 
election - as during the conference at Rio . 

I am trying to pe r suade Fernandez t o take chances 
and call in Senators ot the Opposition, who have character 
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and some patriotism and explain t he danger to Chile 
unless a state of war is declared and appeal to their 
patriotism, without intimating that the suggestion 
came from outside the country, I shall do my beet . 

Warmest regarde. 



/ 
Santi ago, January ~. 1945. 

Dear He leon : 

Now tha t you are i n t he aa~dle it may not be with­
out i nterest to know my reel ing about t he present state 
or thing s i n Chil e . An enormous amount or water hao pas­
sed over t he dam s i noe you were here, oinoe the Government 
is now enger to cooperate with us 1n ev~ry way pooei ble. 

It seems mani f est to me that our posi t i on i s weaken­
i ng i n South Ameri ca in t he last few months an~ that there 
has been an intenai rloation or t he activity or our enemies 
which apparently 18 mak1ng headway 1n some or the nat i ons 
or this cont inent. I think we are hold1ng t he line better 
here t han 1n certai n other countries, such as Columbia, 
Eouador, Bollvla, and, I am wondering, if not Panam4, where 
recent happenings are st i ll mysterious from thi8 ~iatance . 

After t he ruptur e t here wao a long period when the 
Nazi , Fascis t and Falangl st elements became discouraged 
and t he propagan~a ags 1not us dwindle~ to almost not hing. 
But t hese elements were still here and r eady to avail them­
selva• or any excuse to r evive this propaganda. The ex­
cute oame with the Argent i ne quest i on . An~ t h is ad~ed 
openly another element which, while agai nst ue on the big 
iaeue, d1~ not have the temerity openly to e•~ouae the 
oauae or t he Naz1B and Fa1o1lta. This element, oorapoaed 
of bu81neea men and the ol~ landowning arietooraoy eeized 
on the Argent i ne questi on to Jo1n 1n the hue and ory, bas1ng 
thei r ~oe1t1on on the hypoorit1oal ground that the •soverei gn 
r i ght s of a s l at er nation were bei ng attacked, an~ t hat the 
pre•ent Argent ine group i e, in r eality, ~oing everything it 
ie expect ed t o do under the Rio agreement s , an~ t hat we are 
i n t erter1ng in t he i nt ernal affa i r e or another nat i on . They 
are not Na &it t he7 187 - not at all - but Just 1 AmPri oane• 
and 'Ch1leana• 1nter eated primar ily 1n •cont inental sol1dar-
1t71. 

Thei r posi t i on, and t hat or the Nezia, 18 const antly 
bei ng buttresae~ b7 a oleTer atream or propaganda rurni8hed 
by the Farr ell crowd, and 4• tz•nate4 t hrough t he cont i nent 
t hrough the pr ess aa8oo1~t ion• to who. thia material 18 fur­
nished orfi o1all y. Thue Farrel l , Yer~n an~ Pel ur!o are 
f r equ!mtly g1v1ng 1nter v1ew1 atout l:r ~eolar1ng thei r devoti on 
t o demoorac;r , i ns i sti ng that t he:r have oone1et ent l:r aupported 
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the etrort or the United llat1one1 oontendill6 that they have carried out all thft commitments or Rio, and more in sorrow t han in anger, lamenting that the solidarity of the American nat ions is being broken by a preJudice from the North. 

These interviews, given to the press aseoc1at1ona, are printed in all the capitals or the continent, and by their constant reiteration are maki ng an i mpression on 
t~e ~n tn the street, or, at any r ate, contu11Dg him . 

Thus, we are up again st this propagan~o. 

In addition, Ar gentina now has as gusots about twenty Chilean newspaper men, who are received in state by t he dignitaries i n Buenos Aires , aooorded every cour tesy, furnished with elaborate entertainment , and given i nterview• which are sent back to the papers here by these visitors . This tends to strengthen the propaganda ot the Argentinians. 

Unhappily we cannot and must not close our eye1, •ven though we keep our mouths shut , to the tact that the Bri tish are maki ng a very heavy contribution against us and tor Argentina. Never a week that the papers here do not publish editorials in English papers t ransmitted to South Amor1oa t or publication b! the Reuter Agency , With these I suppooe you are t am11 tnr. The tulm1nat1ons again st us and our position in even the most obscure and uni mport ant English papers are oent all over t hrough Reuters and the South American has no way of knowi ng the status or these cheap Journals. 

I have t tl t f or ecce time that we should i nspire more meticulously prepared editor1ala i n leading Amerioan papers to be sent out by our Jreae assoc iations . These ought to come trom New York and Washington. Coming thus t hrough the preee associDt1one t hey would be published. The paper• here are very hi gh grade, and 1t 111 dangeroua t or us t hrough my ot r i oe, or the Coordinator' s ott1oe here , to take propaganda on the Argentine matter to t hem nnd ask tor publication, It would be all over town by ni ght. 
Now ~ent1na 1na1ats, with every ee~blance or a hur t viot1a or an unreasoning prejudice , that ahe has done everything asked at Rio, end we eay she has not; but to make our poi nt at iok, we muet give reasons tor our denial. This apparently has be3n dv::e by t he Montevideo Committee. Thtl 1• s ent us tor publloati on i n Chilean popers , I augcest that it was a great mistake that t he 

report 
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r eport touching on Argentino's position was not g iven 
to t he AP and the UP at Hontevideo. Then it would have 
been printed 1n papers all over t he continent . It not 
t here, why could it not be put on the wires from Washington? 

Then, again on propaganda, we not onl y have it from 
t he Nazi Right i.n Argentina , but f rom the Lett in Mex ico. 
These t wo countries have a common aspira tion - each wants 
to be t he dominant and dominating country ot South and 
Central America ; and both are Jealous or and rather afr aid 
ot our intlu~noe . The Mexicans a r e effus i ve to our r aces 
in t heir devotion to us ; but t hrough t heir Embassies , here 
at least, t he y quietly work upon t hP wor kerR and t he uni ons 
and t he Soc i alist s to po i s on their mind s aeainet t he 
" i mperialistic 11 and "capita l i stic Yanke • 11

• I know th1e 
to be true. 

So we have operating againRt us i n propaganda the 
Argentinian t otalita rians , t he Mexicans , and for some r ea­
eon I have never been able to unders ta nd, t he British, who 
were against us on rupture and are aga inst ue on Argentina. 

Just now we are losing f ace with t he Liberals here 
because of our expressions of complete sat i s faction with 
Bolivia whe r e the pro-Nazi element is notoriously in the 
s addle wi th t he entrance of Paz Estenssoro and his people 
1nto the Mini stry; where papers a r e suppressed, pro-democrat• 
and pro-Amerioruts are being imprisoned or shot . I a ssu.e 
t hat we recognized t hi s r egime because we did not want more 
than onP nat ion ott the reservat i on in our fight on Argent ina; 
and tha t now there i s little we can do about it . But I sug­
gest that not hing shoul d go out or 'Nashington indicating 
complete sat isfaction with t he r eg ime of Estenesoro and the 
Military Lodge. 

This is merely t hinking out loud so you may be abl e 
to s ense t he s i tuat i on here. I would not have you t hink 
that Ohile i s not wholly wi th us as t ar as the Government 
is oonoerned, or that t he aaJority or t he people are not 
with ue , but I am afr a i d we are having popular f a ith 1n our 
posit ion weakened by the methods I have described. 

Warm regards . 

Sincerely, 



--
Santiago, January ~ . 1945. 

Dear l~ r. President : 

I enclose a copy of a letter to 
Rockefeller i n which I try to establi sh 
in the mind of the Department the actual 
statue of Aleesandri in reference to the 
Unit ed Stat es. It may 1nterP-st you now 
and be of some service later. 

Wannest r egards . 

Sincerely, ~ 

~ 

The Honorabl e 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

The White House, 
Washington, D. C. 

l 



Santiago, January 8, 1945. 

Dear llelaon: 

I t may be ot i nt erest in following events in Chile to 
have a br ief r ec ital or the activltlea ot the toraer President 
Arturo Aleaaandri with a reference to hia paychological ma~e­
up and record. He i e or Italian origin, h1a rather a1grating 
t roo I taly. In hie earlier careftr he was an extreae Lettiat , 
and something or a eocialiat and on hie tirat el~ction t o t he 
Presidency he sponoor ed many social meaeuree or a high order, 
thua incurring such bitt er hoatility from powerful forces t ha t 
be vas forced troa otti ce. Raturning after exile and r eenter­
i ng politlce, he vas agai n elected President but a change had 
come over the epir1t or h1a dream and he made hie attil1atione 
vith the Rightest partiee and came to be looked upon by t he 
masses as very react ionary. Arter t he electi on or Aguirre 
Cerda he went to Italy and Geraany, where be eaw Muaaol 1n1, 
Ol ano, R1bbentbrop, Goeri ng and Goebel•, and on bie return be 
was almoat mobbed by the miners aid worker• at Antot agaeta. 

My rel ationa with hi m have been unique in my experience. 
At tirat he was very hostile, saying in c on•tersations that I 
vaa a 1 Commun1et• because ot my attitude toward t he Hitler­
Franco-Muasolini combination ror the ext ermination or democracy 
1n Spain, but bei ng challenged usually on t.hi e he f i nally 
abandoned that line. Art er I met hi• he became flatteringly 
friendly, delivering extravagant eulogi es on me to hie callers 
at hie home and at dinner s outside and so t ar a e I know th11 
ia still h1e line. He even d i d t h i s once in a public epeecb. 
But throughout all this he has managed t o array himaelt 
invari ably i n oppoal t ion t o t he United St atea and the t hinga 
we wanted. 

?hie began wi th the tight tor rupture vith t he Axle 
when he tried to aaaume the leadership or the Fif t h Colu.a1••• 
oppoaing t he break. Not only did he fight the rupture 1n 
convereat l ona but in letters 1n the preae. Wben Welles made 
hie Boston speech he wrote a long denunciation, tilled vltb 
talsehooda, t or the press. He baa oont i nued his a ttaoka on 
t he Government tor the rupture to t his day. When Wollaoe 
vas here, he wrote a l etter to the papers lying about Ceoil 
Lyon or my starr and aayl ng that he di d not r eall7 care to 
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meet Wallace einoe he was opposed to the ruptur e ; al t hough he 
had resorted to every met hod to create a sit uat i on making it 
toss ibl e to create the impress ion t hat Wallace had sought a 
a "oonterenoe" wi th him, which would have been t he moat of­
fensive thi ng to the Government poss ible . 

Though elected to t he Seaate his vote tell short or 
that or Ibanez in the ures i dent i a i election 1n his district . 
He r an i n a strong Ri ghtest community but di d not get the 
entire R1ghtest vote. Cruz Coke t hought his nomination a 
grave mistake . 

He had placed hi mself 1n the toretront 1n the tight over 
Argent ina, attacking us by indirection and somet hi ng directly, 
and boasti ng of' how he had "ticked orr Culbertson " When he 
was Ambassador. His generall1ne i s this: "I am a g r eat friend 
and admirer or the United States - but we won 't be serfs" . He 
ma intains c lose c onneotions with the pro-Argent in ian a here , 
and i s a champi on or Conrado Rioe, attacking the Government 
for not sending hi m back to Buenos Aire s . 

Reoently,in t he Senate, he attacked t he Gove rnment be­
cause or its contribution to the UNRRA. 

During t he tight to r rupture he received i n his house 
a Japanese agent. 

It i s commonly believed t hat he has seor et contacts with 
t he rather small pro-Nazi element i n the Army. Ther e is not 
a ecintilla or a doubt t ha t he hopes tor a eituation making 
f easibl e a milit ary coup d 1 etat . 

Cruz Coke no doubt, senses h is idea 1n t h i s . He knows 
the Chileans wili not long toler ate a milita ry Government. 
One once in, Alessandri would strut f orward as t he champion 
ot democracy, constitutional government , civilian rule and 
demand t hat the army retire. Then, said Cruz Coke , " t he 
United States would be eXpected t o loudly applaud t h is stout 
champion ot demooraoy and lend its a id toward having h i m sum­
moned to bring order out or chaos. • 

The reason tor his activities l ie in hi s morbid ambition 
to be President again, t hough he i s now 76. He really feels 
1t ie offensive that any one should be Pres ident but himself. 
In his hectic haste, and partly because he is mentally f eeling 
the effect of hi s age, he has made many s illy blunders whloh 
have embarrassed his family and friends. In eeoret session 
of the Senate in a ttacking the Government tor having broken 
rela tions with Japan and Germany, Oruz Coke, or his party, 
oonsp1ouously left the Chamber and others, of t he Right , such 
a s senator Walker and others, Yho supported rupture, were 
greatly outraged and told him eo. 

He -
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He must be put down as distinctly anti-American; 
pro- Nazi, pro-Japanese , pro-Argentinian, but he once 
to l d me t hnt the reason the present Government is not 
overthrown is because or the reeling tha t another put 
i n by f orce would fall to get recogni tion froM the 
United States . or course I made no comment. 

Whi le I do not think he oould be elected President , 
i ' he should be I am not at all sure he would not not with 
us . Much or his opposi t i on to us oomes from the •O!ern­
ment s cooper at i on with us . During the rupture fight I 
once told him i n h ie house t hat we had the reeling that 
had he been Pr esi d ent , Chile would have broken with the 
Axis long before . There was no mistaki ng t he expression 
or pleasure on hi s face while he shook hi s head i n negative . 

He is stil l a vi gor ous spe~ ker and because c olor­
ful, he can a lways get an audi enc e and t his makes him 
dangerous ; and t o make h im more dangerous he has no 
inhi bitions about mi s r epr esenting and even lying, and 
he 1s a demagog or the class i c style . 

Tha t t he Government l e a l i ttle afrai d of h ie moves, 
I can clearly see. But since I b&ne% has sa i d t hat he is 
out unle ss Alessandr i tries t o come back,~ which event he 
tvould act i vel y see to it that he did not , President Rios is 
cleverly playing one against the ot her. "When Alessandr1 
get• on a rampage, I send for Ibaftez, and when Ibanez becomes 
active, I eee Alessandri" , he t old me rec ently. 

Sincerel~ 



o .. r 1.!r Pnddnt:-

I llaq juri aut StetUniua 1 with a copy to Rooufalln ,• 

caretul. aD&l:rda of tha Chit.m daleptM to tha W.:dco oontaranca,with datalla 

•• to their character,tamparament,attituc!a ,with ob .. rYationa on their weakneea a 

and but pointe of approach ,in tha hope that 1i II&Y be UMtul. ,einoa neither 

know of .r tham but two, 
I 

TIM Bratt and l£arr1ll IIL1u1ona haq bee Slitting along p1m1ngly in a pertaot 

atmo.phere of oonoord, One thing tha Brett-smith IIL1u1on IIUAit <k> 1a to equalize 

the treatment of Chi.l.a and Peru in na ~~~atter of aquippment , ContrarT to what 

you-end I-wu original.l:f tol4 ,.. haYa bee cona1darabl:1 mora ganaroua with Peru, 

Lut weak with Bratt and l.!arrill I lunched '111 th Praa1dant Rioe at hie 

pala ce in Vi.aa where ha 1a •-rill6 .Ba l.ookad t1rad,haY1ng ignored doctors 

ordara in returning to work one mouth after a nrT a .... ra lll&jor operation. Sa 

atill olillp pauio:natal:f to the plan of YiaU1116 "fuhington which •c• mora to h 

him than anyth.ing alae, Tba ne:n clay I lUIIObad with ArtW'O .Uauandri
1 
who waa 

till- u uaual ,but when ha ebracad • on laaYill6 I fal.t better whan hie daggar 

hand waa x_,....d tram lQ' back, Thia i .e u:ntair linea peraonallT ha 1e most friendly. 
I 

I thi:nk Olinr in hia ~~&atlrtul atudy of Walpole in "The lndlau .t.dnntura• da­

acribaa and axplaina .lt.u&D4ri perfectly 1n aXPlaining t hat Walpole whan in 

0ppoaa1Uca oppOMd nerything Clcrt"e~llt; propoMd an:n though !Ia f&Yorad tt;, 

I a ahookedcat tha baoUon of tha Sennte Cc.mittae on "fallaca. 

YOil ma;y be intaraatad to know that all Chile ,anrT ••e-nt of the praae in editor-

ial.e and tributaa,1a &lao utoniahad ,ahookad md dilsuatad, OUr a~~e~~i .. are now 

atruttin& &bOilt telling "erTOlll that thia 1a a nri.f1eaticn of their oont•tion 



that we are at ll the "Ymkee ~erlalieta~ , etill under the clomlaattOD ot the 

Plutocracy when the inter .. te ot the CCIIIIIOD - are conoarne4,and that we ere 

J'DO'Ying ae their predicte~ baok to Dollar DlplOIIIecy and away from tbe Oood Neighbor 

policy, It 1• a hard aut t o craok. 

It •- clear to • that a read ju.t•nt ot Jl6l't1N 1a neceeary t o the end tbet 

t.ll prol!"ni ~ and J'ettaraCD1111e be in one
1
end all the oonearTatlne ,roeactiOD­

artaa end tec ie'-III1Dded be in the other. 'lfa han been t cur•d by thb cc:m.tueiOD 

t or ~narat1011e ,It 'be SID when J'ettaraoniana went into the Republican party on the 

elan haae ad the &.1Uon1ca ot the South reluohatl-7 went into the o->craHe 

party on the raoe h.ue . The d.ecendute ot theea,etill tb.iDkin« in te~ ot t heir 

torebelll'a ,are reepcmaible tor the m1nor1UM in eeoh Jl6l't:r. Ot couree Norrie wu 

a Jettereoa.l• ad Byrd a Blailtca1en ot the dMpeet dye. I tried to brill« th1a 

out in : be t1ret pert ot flfT Houetca ep .. ch and that 1e what cauaad the , !me end 

':!! aga inet the epaech wh ich continued 1n - pepere tllrou8hout the ClllllJI8ii!D•"?: _ 7l..f..<.t uu.LJ ~ tc; ~ r ..... f. J;t. •• ~ .. ~ ..... -n." ..... ., 'J:il# ~ ... J_,~ 
'!'be Nn Stateellftll ot lolldon pub iabad it ill tull with a pretaotory explanation 

that it wae the tlret Amerlcen political apeaoh it had read whioh ~· aome 

il::d1oation that there wee l'Ml.ly eo• tundamental ditterenoe ill the wo partlee. 

It wae not eo nouo .. b le eo lema • both partie• played tbe 'fall Street see , 
ditterlng onl.7 in de«rM,'but now tba t •• are actually baek t o tun4ameotal ieeuae 

the oontea t 11 ineTitable. 

I baTe 00111pleted tor publlcetioa in the epring the third ot '/113 J'ettereca Tri.logy­

"Young J'etter- :'l'ha Wilking ot a Nattoa~ 1n which I ehow tbet enrytbillg be ner 

etood tor wu t hought out ,enunciated ,pl'O'tohs .. d cd f ought tor
1 

bet ore tbe 

adoption ot the Oonet1tuiion,end without 4oing i t t oo oonep 1ououel7 I 11118ah the 

tallaoy or the reaoUonarh• that he wu a coneerTat1w concerned pr111ar1ly with 

State 11ighh. 'fbh you ooul4 t ine! tiD to read it. Wallace baa written a rertn 

t or The Nat lOll ill which he pointe out the e1allar1 t:r between YO\U' Tine and 

J'attereODe,hie methode and youra. • •• •• • Your inauaureJ, apaeoh wae splendid in 

lie e impllclty e el aenti .. nt . 
IOn.FrcDklin D.Rooe..-lt 



J.:areh 10, 1945 

~ dear t.!l'. T'red Oent : 

I hn~e reoelTed w1tb conuLDe ·~~realc~ton 
JOW" lette: ot' !ebruary 14 t 1945 , lo 1ltl t all you 
lnroro ce or the blet nrl o deo l el on ta~eo bJ Jour 
lxeel le~oy• n aove~ent to ~~clnr• tbe a~te or 
belllcerenoll' extatlnt b-et i"'un :h1le 1:111d .Til.PeJl 
aod t o a~o:o t o the J ealaratloo or the Uni te! 
Wt.t l ons. 

~hie nota~le -~•p, by wbleb b11~ ~~~ll~ea 
l ~a ~a1t1on or 3~l1~fTlty Wlt~ the ~nit~ nfttlona 
lo t be oonaon str~~~ l' er11l ns t ~ .roan1cn, 1~ ~out 
beDrttto1nc; t.c. t t.o ent.he -.-co- lu•luc •·?rlC , a nd 
aoat brn~lfylne to ~e oreonsll~ . . leo&e accept 
QY he- rtrel t con rE.t.sl•tlone , oc boht. l1' or the 
CoYer~ot and ~eople o! t be ~lted t~ teo t o the 
COYrr~nt aod ~eovle or ~nile. 

! t nko ~onuure i o •~oln reoawl nu to you, 
i.!l . 1":-oahlent , tbe llalluranee or 1:31 r.orsoonl 
r o(•ard 11 114 !lirb!'ot con111t arotloD. 

~ery alnoarel 1 youra, 

lUa "'xoe1laooy 
f ltA.tlK.l.lti ll , ROOSEV!I:Ll 



. . . . . . 
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llaroh 10, 1~6 

JmlatANDUll R> R 

'l'!lE ACTOO S~RETARI Of STATE 

Tbl Pnlidmt hu dgned the 

let.ttll" t o tlw Preeidclt. ot 1be llepubl.io 

ot Ch11e which you e ubaitted witb your 

-crandua ttl llaroh third. It ia here-

with retum1d fer tcrnrding to the 

l'nl1dlllt. 

)(. c • L1T'1'1 
Exeoati"N Cl .. k 

elb 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTO N 

March 3, 1945 

Subject : Letter to Pres1C.ent of Chi_,ce 

In 1·eply to a letter dater February lL , 1945 

from ti-e- t>residE:nt of t~.e P.e uolic of Chi'e , inforL:­

ing you of Chile ' s C.ecision to C.ec1are the ~t-tte of 

bellircr('OCJ" exidinL betv ~en Chile- and Japan, and 

t o adhe1·e to the DecJaration of the United Nations , 

there is att~>ched a sugt erteci r eply for your sic.na­

ture if you ap~rove . 

F.nc ... osures : 

1. Lettm f ro:n the 
Dr ?sicent of Chil e . 

AcU ng Secr('i.ll!'y 

2. Sug,,E:sted repl y to t he 
Presid ent of Chile. 

py•••h BD 
ec- Jlo90. Lett~T. 1·11·71 

9r ~. llcbouble DAte fEB. 4 \972. 



• • J 

LA MONZDA , Santiago de Chile , 14 de 
Febrero de 1945.-

Excmo . seno r 
Franklin D. Roosevelt , 
Presidente de los Estados Unldos de Ameri ca , 
washington , D. C. 

Mi dlstinguido senor Presidente, 

con muy particular 
interes he leido su carts reclente , a que contesto 
ahora, y en la cual VUestra Excelencia me sugiere 
la conveniencia de que se estudie, con caracte r ur­
gente , la resoluclon, de parte de Chile , de haoerse 
slgnatario de la Deolaraci6n de las Naoiones Unidas, 
de recha 1° de Enero de 1942. 

En esa carta tiene 
vuestra Excelenoia a bien haoe r constar el apr ecio 
y valor que se han dado a los aportes y medidas adop­
tados por el Oobierno de Chile, con los c ual es ~ste 
ha traduoido au pos1t1va voluntad de colaboracion a 
la causa de las Naciones Unidas . Haoe tambien vues­
tra Excelencia resaltar los pesos trascendentales 
que han de darse para t'ormular una Carta detinitiva 
de la organizac16n mundisl de seguridad, objetivo 
en cuyo lo~o son las Naciones Unidas el simbolo de 
coordinacion y la base jur!dica del progreso y de la 
accion comun de las Naciones pacitistas , tanto en la 
conducts de la guerra , como en la organ1zao16n de la 
pe.z . 

El Gobierno y el 
pueblo de Chile concuerdan ampliamente con las apre ­
claciones de vuestra Excelenoia, y as! me es honroso 
y grato hacerlo oonstar en esta respuesta . 



vuestra Excelencia ha de tener a bien 
re cordar que el Gobierno de Chile, a partir del 20 
de Enero de 194~, o sea, desde que resolvio la rup­
ture de sus relaciones diplomaticss, consulsres y 
comerciales con los paises del Eje , ha mantenido uns 
posicion de leal y complete i dentidad de prop6s ito 
y accion con las Naciones Unidas; ha adoptado todas 
las medidas defensivas y economicas propias de un 
Estado en situacion de guerra, y, por ese mismo moti­
ve , desde aquella techa estimo q ue m1 pais se encuen­
tra de heche en estado de beligerancis con los pai ses 
del Eje , 

Aprecio , con el sgradecimiento de mi 
Gobierno y de mi pueblo , la oportuns y sticaz sugeren 
cia que me habeis tormulado , La estimo y valorizo -
como provenient e de vuestra extraordinaria experien­
cia de la situac16n mundial , del arecto reiterado 
que os babels dignado demostrar siempre por Chile y 
su Gobierno, y de vuestra adhesion 111m1tada a la 
causa de las Democracies y al tuturo de d1gn1dad, de 
paz y de progreso de las Naciones que han sabido ser­
virla, 

Las exoepcionales circunstanciss de 
la bora presents me han inducido, de acuerdo con el 
parecer unitorme de m1 Consejo de Ministros , a decla­
rar el estado de beligerancia existents entre Chile 
y Jap6n y a recahar, para esta declaraci6n , la san­
cion del Congr eso Nacional, que nuestra Const1tuci6n 
Fol itica exige , 

Concordante con esta resoluci6n, el 
Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores de Chile ha ror­
mulado hoy una declaracion publica que la prens a na­
cional insertara mafiana en sus columnae . De 1gual me­
nera, como medi da subsiguiente a ta~ declarac16n con! 
titucional del Presidente de la Republica , se ha ins-



truido y autorlzado a nuestro Embajador en Washing­
ton para que firme, en representao16n de Chile, la Deolaraclon de las Naciones Unidas de 1° de Enero de 1942. 

Renuevo a VUestra Exoelenola la ex­pres16n de mi agradeoimiento por el especial y noble lnteres de sus oonslderaclones para con la Democra­oia chilena y los ravorables oonceptos de su amable carta; como aslmlsmo reltero a Vuestra Exoelencia mls tervientes votos por el pronto y definltlvo exl­to de las Arma s de las Naclones Unidas. 

Con la expres16n de mis mas altas consldera clones personales, soy de VUestra Excelen­cia, muy sinceramente, 



.... 

. . 

- I\ 
A SU EXCELENC IA 

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, 

'I'H]; WHI TE HOUSE , RfGh; 'ERW 
WASHINGTON • ~S;_ V 

• 



I 
o.-cv~~'"'f'TI . 

I l'llb'l•h•~ ln lt~ • ntlr• tv 1n 

!or,.ll'l'n ttst•t.'on~ or tha linit.ed St .. tea. lQL r 
Yol. f, 
"•t•C•> 11. r-7/<> 
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LfnANSLATlO!!i' 

LStAL: •orrice or Preal~~Ut 
or the Republic - Chile~ 

LA MOMEDA , Dantlago ~e Chi le , 
rebruary 14, 1945. 

Hie £Jtcellenc:y, 
Pronklin D. Rooae•elt, 

Pre Bldent or the Uni ted St~ tes 
Of Alleri Cl' , 

Vnohington, D.C. 

.. 

D K l t,.l i et1ngu1ehed r. Preai~ent, · • 1,,,v 
/r,J 7'• " .. l hRTe rend v1th oart1cula r int~reAt :your recent -1<· '; It' • 

'tr· ' let ter, to whi ch I nov aoke r epl:y nnd in whlch Your 
ExcellencJ auggea t e t o ae the aultnb i li t:y or conoldera­
tion being given, as soon as po eo1ble, to a dec1 o1on on 
Chi le ' s per t to beooae a eignstor:y to the Decl a rntion by 
the United Nat l one dn t ed January l, 1942 . 

In the •~ld l etter Your Excellency la good on~ugb 

t o mention the appreole tion an~ VPlue vh1ch h~•e been 
giYen t o t he contribution• and &eoauroe ·~opted b:y the 
GovernMent or Chile , i nto vblch the latter OoverruJent 
b8e transls t ed ite positive d esire t or collaboration 
wi th the C8Uie or t he United Hs tiona. Your Excel l enCJ 
dao e•pbadtea t he tranAcendentnl at epe thAt a r e to be 
t aken t o formulate " det i nitiYe Char ter or the world 
eecurity organiza tion, nn obJectiYe ln the attai nment 
or vh1cb the Unit ed Hatlone are the •J•bol or coordlna­
t i on 3nd the Juridlcnl baei e or the progre~a and common 
actlon or paace- loYing Matione, both i n t he conduc t or 
the wa r nnd i n t he or gan1tat1on or the peace . 

The OoYarnaen~ aod people or Cb1l e are 1n full 
accord wi\ h Xour Excell ency ' s Y1ewe , e nd I hftYe the 
honor 10nd plel\aU,re or •alt1ns th18 known ~ •1 replJ. 

Your Excellency w1ll be good enough t o recall 
t hat \he OoYernaant or Chile, beginning J anuary 20 , 

1943 -



.. 
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194~ - th~c i a , ai nce i t deci ded upon t ht •everanoe or 
ita 4iplo .. uo , oonaular and co..,ercial relatione v!Ch 
the A~ia countrlea , hoa ••intoined • poeit ion or loyol 
~nd coapltte ident i t y or purpote &nd •ction vl t h tht 
Uni t ed N1tlona; it haa odoptod nll the detenoi ve and 
economic meeeuret or a Ut ot e at var , ftnd ror tha t very 
reoeon 1 conelder my country t o h~v e been in o et ote or 
belligerency vlth the Axle count riea oi noe t~t dat e . 

1 ~ppreciate, vl t h t he yratitude or my Government 
ond or ay peopl e , the t iaely ~nd appropriate ouggeet ion 
vh1ch you h~ve a•de t o me . 1 e eteem •nd vnlue i t At one 
coming trom your extroordinnry expe r ience or t he vorld 
•itust ion, r roa the reiter&t ed triendah i p ~hich you 
he ve a t •ll tlmea been good enough to show ror Ch l la 
•nd ita Gover~ent, ond rro~ your unqusliried odherence 
t o the c~uae or the Dedlocrae i ee nnd the ruturo or the 
d ignity, peace Md progreaa or the ll~t t1on a vh ich ha ve 
ohosen to s erve t hat oauee. 

1·he exeepU onal c i rcuoa toncell or the preaont h~ur 
have lnduoed ae, ~ 1 th the unani • oue approva l or my Council 
or kinl~ttre , t o declare the a tate or b elligerency ex l ot­
ing bet~een Chile a nd J op&n ond to obt ain t or euoh Declaro­
t ion the •onct lon or the ll~tUon~l Congress ne requ1red t y 
our Folltica l Conatitution . 

In oonrorm1ty with t hi o dec1s1on, the Hinla try or 
foreign Rel&t10DI ot Chile ~~ \Odoy rormulsted n oubllc 
dec1A ra t1on which the nat i onal pr eoa will inaert in ite 
eolQ~n• t~orrov. L1~ev1ee, se a cen1ure eubeequ8nt to 
the e~ld oonotl tut1onnl Jeolarn tion or tho Pree l den t or 
t he Republic, our AabaaoaJor a t ~aeh ingt~n baa been 

i ns tructed 
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inet ruoted an4 aut borired to eign, . tn behalf or Chile, 
the teol~ration by the Uni t ed Hn~lona or Jnnunry 1, 1942 . 

I t-enell to Your £xoellocoy t ho upreulon or ay 
grst1tude ror the epoc1nl end noble ln teroet ccntD1ne4 
in your cone1dere t1on f o r CbU e11n Ceaocracy , lind ro r the 
ravorabl~ oonoepta or your ~ind letter ; I li~ew1a o 

reiterate t o Yuu r ~xcellency my r errent w1ehea for the 
eerl y ' "~ def1n1t 1ve euccone or tho Arm~ or the United 
llet1c t. e . 

•1th th~ oxprena1on or my h1~heot per ponnl con­
e1der~t1on. I reae1n, rycellency, 

Very 11ncerely yuuro, 

(e1gned) J.A. R! oo M. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Aprll 2, 1946. 

JIIMORAN DUM 11'0 R 

S>lf. IEL80N ROOBFELLER 
A. liD JCR • 8 t:JJOO:RLD : 

4314 

FOR PRSFARATIOR or REPLY JOR 

ICY 8IGIIA. 'flJRE • 

r .D.R. 

Let. t o the President, 3/9/45, from Hon. Claude 
G. Bowers, U. s. Aabassador to Chile, Santiago, 
Chile, congratulating President on Crimea and 
Mexican Conferences; report on local elections. 
Also writes in be halt or R1 vas Cheriff who 1s a 
political prisoner in Spain and suggests that 
di screet inquiry mi ght be made or Franco b,y our 
Ambassador there. 



--
April l2 1 1945 

DNr ClMilt l 

1 11ew ... 1 ... ,_ 1eu .. et a.,..aa 1 , ~ .... - la,_, .. u ,_ • • ..... Ute 1._•1 ,.uu-.1 eUedlM • 
• _. ,..._,.. .. uwu c•rltt, 1 • ,., ..... .._ .. ..,......., .. ~t~pr•nt .. ._. --- .. - .......... e-. 

F. O. R • ..... ~ . 
., 't • • ::· ~·:·~·~ ... ~'! ~ ... , a •••· •· .--ee. Clallt. 
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AprU U , l NS 

1!8, t.U!Il'IIRLlll 

'l'lw Prceiden t 

t bt dratw ot let ter. to 1.11t Iraqi 

~I., U. f:)'l"Un Pruid.,t, and 

Albuaador llowere, w taittNt with 

tbt :.eoret.y ' a ~zaoranda ot AprU 

tenth. ~ are all retl>.m..S tor 

to~ 1n tM uwal aa\11Cr e 

11 . C, LAl"i'A 
lr.lc8o~1ftl Clerk 

elb 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

hrll 10, 191.5 

Euhject : ...etter to f.d•essrc!or P.ol·ers . 

l etter 01 ~.arch ) , 1145, 1n v.hirh 3e comu.entt' on the 

v.helher soa.et111M can te <:'one: in ob t.a ir.in.c t.te rdesse: 

of 1 iva· Cher_ii , ssid to be .ln .:>r.1.son 1n Gantar.C:er. 

f.z:.b~ss~dor o·; ex·s ' lettr;r ir ret ... rned her~;;•:1 th. 

F11closures : 

1. Ac.hl:lssarlor owerr letter . 
2. L'r11f't 1e;ly '-



/ 

A1ril 10, 1945 

Subject: Letter to ~~~aasedor Bowers . 

I sttech e draft re?l) to A~bassedor ~owers ' 

l ett er of March 1, 1)45, in which he comments on t~e 

internal olitical Dll~ation 1n Chile an~ inquires 

whether somPthing cc.n be done in obtoininr t.he r elease 

of hiva~; Chenff, said to be 10 r>rllon 1n Santar.der. 

AmLass~dor Bowers ' letter is returned herev.ith. 

Enclosures: 

1. ,A c;1 nssarlor rowers l etter. 
2. Draft xer>ly. 



Santiago, March 9, 1945, 

Dear Mr. Pres i dent : 

Warmest congratulations on t he historic meet i ng in 
t he Cri mea, and on your illuminating report to Congress 
which has made a fine impress i on here where i t was published 
in full . And also on t he Mexican Conference. In so far as 
I know, we had the most satist sotory cooperation !rom Chile 
and I thought Fernandez ' closing speech a statesmanlike re­
f lection of the 1deas and ideals or t he Conference and or 
Chi le ' s att1tu~e t oward your policies . I know it to have 
been sincere. 

The electi ons her e d id not surprise me , They were con­
ducted with that oer!ect or der and decorum characteristic or 
elfctions in such a func t i oning democracy, The poli tioal set­
up changes but l ittle. The Rights ga i ned some sPate and the 
Letts lost some, and the Senate is now Righteet by one ma jor­
ity and the House Leftist by t hree. The const ant wrangling 
among Radicals and Soci alists tor fou r years clea rly di sgusted 
the people and they paid t he penalty . Since neither si de has 
a ma j ori ty in both Houses, t here will be no change in t he 
Mi nistry tor a t i me at least . 

The Government a t the i nstance or Fernandez and R{os 
took a strong and determined stand on the bi ll tor the pur­
cha se or the tramways and i t has pas sed both Houses . Some 
slight changes were made in the House which t he Government 
thinks will be eliminated in t he Senate . 

In t he elections Von Marees, t he Nazi leader, was 
defeated tor reelect ion to the House . 

I have a let ter !rom Mrs. Azana, widow or the great 
Spanish President ene Prime Mini ster, and another rrom Mrs. 
Rivas Cheri !f, who was Azansa ' s bosom fri end !rom their col­
lege days at the Jesuit College or the Escor1al and whose 
sister married Azana. senora Azana says t hat in pass ing 
through the States en route to Mexico she sought , through 

The Honorable 
Franklin D. Roosevelt , 

The White House, 
Washington, D. C. 

the 
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the Mexican Embassy, an opportunity to thank you personally tor your intercession tor her great husband but that the re­quest was •coldly received at the White House". I suspect you knew nothing about it , 

My purpose in writing comes !rom the letter of Mrs. Rivas Oheri!f, a very charming, keenly intelligent woman who graduated at Wellesly. As you know, when t he Germane swept into France, Atana and hie wife were l iving With Rivas Cheriff and his family near Bordeaux, and Atftna was given permissi on by the French to move into unoccupied territory, He was gravely ill after a seri ous operat ion and he left in an ambulance with a doctor and his Wife, pursued by the Gestapo, Finally, exhausted , he was compelled to stop at a small French town , The Gestapo had stollen all his money and his papers, and his posit ion was desperate. The Mexican Ambassador, now here, went to thi s town, gave h1m money, and Offered him the protect i on of the Mexican Embassy, but h18 condition made this impossible . 

Ri~ae Cheri!! s t ayed on for a day or eo t o pay bills et cetera , and t he Germane swept in, the Gestapo arrested him and turned him over to Franco polic~, operat ing without hindrance in France. He was~ried back and condemned to death. I wired you at the t i me and we may have interoeded. At any r ate, a number or South Ameri can countrie s that knew him as a great literary figure and producer or the highest i n theatrical art, did i ntervene, and t he eentenoe was com­mitted to l ite i mprisonment . After the death sentence and before t he commutation , Azana heard about it and the shock killed him, 

Now to the point: Rivas Cheri!!, a man ot the highest culture, devoted to literature and the drama, knowing not hing whatever about politics and participating not at all , but devoted to Azana personally, was sentenced to death solely be­cause or hia personal devotion to hie bosom friend , He has been in prison now tor four years and a halt, wi th his Wife and three children stranded in Mexico . 

Several times the Oobellee of Franco ' s organi zat ion gives t he world a statement that Franco has released, or is r eleasing from prison, all but t hose charged with crimes such as murder. Rivas Cherlf f remains in prison. 

Hie wife writes me that he has mai ntained h1e mental balance by unique aotivitiee. He is in the oenitentiery et Santander. He ha• organized i n the pr i son a dramatic school and puts on plays from Calderon and Lupe down to Benavente; has hie own f actory there for the making or scenery and costumes; haa designed some unique pl an to furnish light in 
the place of footlight s . The money made ie turned over to 

an 
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an orphanage . The a t tendance or the plays is large from 
among the nuns as well as pr isoners and the 9ishop r ecently 
a ttended, paying 300 pesetas tor his seat . Rivas Oheriff 
makes a lit tle money tor himself by translating from French 
and English tor a Barcelona publisher, and he is writing a 
biography of A zane. to be called : 11 An Unknown Han 11 , by 11 One 
Who Walked Besi de Hi m" . This cannot be complet ed until after 
he can r eJoin Mrs. Azana . 

Recently the director of prisons said to him: •senor----, 
(The Mi nister or Justtce) and I often discuss your case and 
the rotten i nJustice or keeping you here • --· malting olear 
t hat even the Minister of Justioe does not have freedom of 
act ion. 

This seems to me a crime or the first order. I am wonder­
ing if i t would be offensive to Franco for our Ambassador to 
make s discreet inquiry as t o Rivas Cheri tf, based on the fact 
that his wife is a graduate of Wellesly and has many friends i n 
the United States who make i nquiries. It he ltnew that the out­
s ide world is curi ous about the reCent i on of a me~ who too~ no 
part i n politlos and suffers hell because of hie personal 
relations with Azana, he might include hi m 1n some discharge 
or pri soners . or course, s i nce Rivas Cheriff is a brilliant 
writer, he may fear him out . But I would l i lte to reel that 
we had made a gesture . or cour se , e tnce I assume we are not 
enamored of Fr anco ' s Government , wi th which I was not enamor ed 
from the start nine years ago, it may be we do not wish to 
make any minor requP.st or Franco. But an inquiry would not 
be a request . It anything can be done , I would be mos t r~opy 
about i t . 

I hestiate to even menti on the matter to one so burdened, 
but t hese two letters from two fine women suffering 1n exile, 
I cannot resist . 

Warmest regards . 

Since~~ 
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