


On the morning of September 7th,1937, General Chiang Kai-shek said
to me:
"If you have a chance to see the President of the United States,
kindly tell him two things:

"First, we trust the American people's sense of justice and
their love of freedom. We have confidence in the American people.
Therefore, if the American Government has any proposal to make
regarding the situation in the East, we shall always be ready to
respond to it or at least to givéa%%)serious consideration.

"Second,as to our own part, I have sald to our people that
'we shall continue: to woek for peace; but if we are forced to fight

shall
a war, if war ms is once started, we have to be prepared to suffer

(A
the worst kind of miserles and we cannot stop in the midst of it.!
I have sald that and cannot do otherwise now that the war has been

forced on us. We are prepared to fight a long-drawn-out war".



13 September 1937

REFORT UF AMERLCANS LN CHINA EVACUATED AND REMAINING

RECEIVED FROM ADMIRAL YARNELL ON 13 SEPTIMS

EVACUATED REMAINING

SHANGHAI 1,753 2,505
PEIPING - TIENTSIN 261 1,501
CHEFO0 - TSINGTAO 114 1,875
YANGTZE RIVFR & INTEZRIOR B84 1,204
FOOCEOY, AMOY, SWATOW 4 280
KWANGTUNG, KWAUGSI )
KWEICHOW PROVINCES ;
HAINAN ISLAND ; 132 624

TOTALS 2,348 7,789



September 14, 1937

List of AMERICAN SHIPS ON ASIATIC STATION

SEE=-=Navy folder-=drawer 1l--1937



September 14, 1937.

List of UNITED STATES--BRITISH--FRENCH--ITALIAN
and DUTCH SHIPS ON ASIATIC STATION. .

SEE-=Navy folder-=Drawer 1l==1937



DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

September 18, 1937

My dear Mr. President:
There is enclosed a copy of a note under date of
September 9, 1937, from the Chinese Ambassador, in which
m—

he asks me to forward to you a copy of a telegram in
Chinese, with English translation thereof, addressed to
you by five Chineese business organizations in Shanghail.
Copies of the telegram and the translation are also en-
closed.

In acknowledging the Ambassador's letter I have
indicated to him that I have complied with his request.

Faithfully yours,

Enclosures: W

Copy of letter from
Ohinese Ambassador,
September 9, 1937,
with enclosures.

The President,
The White House.

— -



September 2, 1937

My desr Mr, Secretary:

At the request of five Chinese business organie
zations in Shanghai, I Leg to encloee he rew!th a8
Gory ef = telerran in Chinere, topeth r with an
English translation thereof addrasased to the President
of the United States.

I slould e mucl oLliged if you would be #0 kind
as to forward tLe telegran with the sccom anying
translation to its Ligu deetination.

I am, my dear Mr, Secrstary,

Very sincerely yours,

Honorable Cordell Hull,
Sscretary of State.



@8 dvkorgmas

M ol RN R B 5o 1q bl &
Eos A a.@%ﬁ%ﬁi@ﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁ.i =
dFveTER YW w & M S K 2w
b~ 3 TETLENR R YERE AT =
* PO L o 0 T R bk YL D e
PRIFNARFXLC 2P L@ R | o R
KV EERDEE AN LE D X o F ovim
v 3T L R E WP o i D
TRY4FPEL s B TR & 4t 8 b gl
E i S R4 T hr v 4 (=)



TEXT OF A TELEGRAN FECTIVED AT THE CHINTST RUBASSY,
DATED, SHAYVGUAI, SEPTTMETR 3, 1837.

*Please forward the following telegraz to President
Rrosevalt.

*¥Fith dse» appreciation we leoarn that a resolution
ba= heen adorted ny the National %esmen’s (onfersnce to
the affect that American merchantmen call st Chineee
orts as usual and 1f this 18 not oesi“le not call at
Japranese ~orts sleo with the view of showlng the Union's
gy athy for the Chinese people in their defence agalnst
aggrecsions; &nd that the Ameriocan Covernment be re-
Guested to adopt an economic blockade againet Ju an.

*This resolution stands for righteousuess and
munishment for laternaticnal aggreesors. We firaly
balieve toat the American people, #ho are ilmoued with
the idsas of liberty and peace, will siow deep Interest
in the Resolution; and thet the Am’rican Governuent will
accapt the suggestion in the Resolution. In e:pressing
our appreciation, it is bopad that the Amorican people will
contimie their efforte in advancing the cause of rishteous-

n=se,

Shanghal Chamber of Commarce
Shanghal Civie Aeso~lation
Shanghal Bank-rs Assoclation
Shanghal Native Banlers'

; Association
Shanghal Shiroing Ass0:iation?



I roly refar i Inkiln NAVY DEPARTMENT
Na.
OFFIOE OF CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
WASHINGTON

€2 September 1937

MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARY M. H. McINTYRE

Admiral Leahy has requested that I forward to you the

enclosed despatch as being of interest to the President.

SRR

L.E.Denfeld,
Cormander, U.S.Navy,
Aide to the Chief of Naval Operations,



COPY
#ROM: CINCAF

A ACTION: ALASTATIC
7 INFO: AMERICAN EMBASSY PEIPING CHINA OPNAV  AMERICAN EMBASSY

NANKING CHINA

1422 THE POLICY OF CINCAF DURING THE PRESENT EMERGENCY IS TO EMPLOY
US NAVAL FORCES UNDER HIS COMMAND SO AS TO OFFER ALL POSSIELE PROTECTION
AND ASSISTANCE TO OUR NATIONALS IN CASES WHERE NEEDED PERIOD NAVAL
VESSELS WILL BE STATIONED IN PORTS WHERE AMERICAN CITIZENS ARE
CONCENTRATED AND WILL REMAIN THEHEE UNTIL IT IS NO LONGER POSSIELE OR
NECESSARY TO PROTECT THEM OR UNTIL THEY HAVE BEEN EVACUATED. THIS
POLICY BASED ON OUR DUTIES AND OBLIGATIONS WILL BE CONTINUED AS LONG
AS THE PRESENT CONTROVERSY BETWEEN CHINA AND JAPAN EXISTS AND WILL
CONTINUE IN FULL FORCE EVEN AFTER OUR NATIONALS HAVE BEEN WARNED TO
LEAVE CHINA AND AFTER AN OPPORTUNITY TO LEAVE HAS BEEN GIVEN. MOST
AMERTCAN CITIZENS NOW IN CHINA ARE ENGAGED IN BUSINESS OR PROFESSIONS
WHICH ARE THEIR ONLY MEANS OF LIVELIHOOD THESE PERSONS ARE UNWILLING
TO LEAVE UNTIL THEIR BUSINESSES HAVE BEEN DESTROYED OR THEY ARE FORCED
TO LEAVE DUE TO ACTUAL PHYSICAL DANGER. UNTIL SUCH TIME COMES OUR
NAVAL FORCES CAN NOT BE WITHDRAWN WITHOUT FATILURE IN OUR DUTY AND
WITHOUT BRINGING GREAT DISCREDIT ON THE UNITED STATES NAVY. IN GIVING
ASSISTANCE AND PROTECTION OUR NAVAL FORCES MAY AT TIMES BE EXPOSED

TO DANGERS WHICH WILL IN MOST CASES BE SLIGHT BUT IN ANY CASE THESE
RISKS MUST BE ACCEPTED 1830

The Commander-in-Chief, Asiatic,Fleet, transmitted this message
in plain languapge to-day to the addressees,
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From: Treasury Attache
Shanghal, China

The military eituation around Shanchal is much the seme as last week
as far as lines are concerned, except that Chinese troops are showing siens
of diseffection. According to local police reports situation ceueling
frave concern to Chinese authorities has arisen in Soockow, Wusih, Kunshan
and other cities back of front lines where lsrce hospitale for convalescent
soldiers operated. The men released from the hospitals are unwilling to
return to the front, and are defying civil authorities and becamins menace
to civil population. 1In espite of ten deys heavy bombine and rhelling,
fourth big Japanese pueh failed to move Chinese 1ines, In Chapei and
vieinity, more than 100 Japanese bombs per day heve been dropped, while
ehells from Japeneee heavy artillery have been rained on same section from
duek to dawn for past ten days. The Chinese continue to fight tankse, heavy
artillery, bombere, ship's guns, and heavy machine guns with little else
than riflee, hand grenades, and 1izht machine guns. is no attempt is made
to reeist bombing, China's air equipment must be completely destroyed or
disabled. Rumor persiets, however, that many plenes arrived Sian from
Ruseia, France, and Englend during paet few daye, and that Chinese are pre-
paring for big alr raids.

In Whangpoo, Japanese warships engeged in heavy shelling of Pootung
dey and night for paet three days, indicating another big Japenese push is
on. The Chinese, judeing from obeervation, have at last some heavy artillery
and anti-aireraft gune in Pootuns and are answering Japenese ehip guns, It
is inconcelvable how Chinese can hold out much lonser around Shenshai unlees
something ie done very soon by Nanking to offset terrible strafing of Chinece
linee from air, land and river.

Same cargo is now moving in and out of Yanctze velley by usine Junks
between steamers on either sides of Nantunschow-Kiangyin boom, by navigating
emaller channels between Nantunechow and Chinkiang, thus circumventing
Yanstze blockade effected two monthe as protection arminst Japanese naval
invasion of Yangtre porte, particularly Nenking. Beceuse of high cost of
Junk hire and transshipment, freight rates Shanchal to Hankow set at $42 a
ton, or about flve timee normal rate.

Althoush fer from normal, Shanghail showing some bueiness activity.
Many evecuees have returned from Manila and Hongkong, and some 370 Japaneee
businessmen have returned from Japan.
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TELEGRAM

The White House v .

From Commander Yangtze Pay }’ g |
To Commender in Chief Asiatic TFleet.

Passed to Neval Operations via Commander in Chief Asiatic Fleet.
Message received by telephone from Nanking. Panay bombed and sunk
at mileage 221 above Woosung, 54 survivors, many badly wounded

now ashore at Hoshen Anwahei. H.M,S,Bee will proceed this point

to assist and bring survivors to Wuhu. The USS Oahu fueling Kiukiang
preparatory to departing to Wuhu., Names of personnel lost. not
known,. Atcheson safe., Captain has broken leg. Further information

will be forwarded when received.

me--10200,



December 4, 1937,

Memo for Pres,
From Sfec. Morgenthau

In re-Current United Statés srade with Japan and China-

Report os preliminary for first four weeks of November.

See Henry Morgenthau-Drawer 1--1937
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FOLLOWING REPORT IM FULL FROM COMMAMDING OFF|CER PANAY, FRRWARDED APPROVED
@Y CINCAFi= "
FROM THE COMMAND ING OFFICER, 138 PANAY
To THE SECRETARY oF THE MAVY
VIA THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF ng ASIATIC FLEET
SIBJECT: 188 PANAY, THE LODSS OF gy SINKING AS A RESVLT QF DOMEING BY
JAPANESE PLANES, 12 DECEMBER, 1937.

AEFEREMCEz~ (A) ART, 84f = 'S NAVY REQS, 1924
(8) ART. 841 = Mg NAVY REGS, 1924

1. oM SMMDAY, DECEMEER 12, 1937, vHE "'85 PAMAY wAS OPERATING VNDER
THE DRDERS OF THE COMMANDER YANSTZE PATROL, anyp AT THAT TIME, WAS ANCHORED
AEQ'T FIFTEEN MILES ABOVE MANKING, ACTING Ag A REFHEE FOR AMERICANM CITIZENE
AnD MEMEERS oF THE AMERICAN EMBASSY, THE ayip wAS ACCOMPANIED BY THE STAn
pRD DIL TANKERS MEIPING, MEIHSIA, MEJAN, AND y)SCELLANED!S STANDARD DIL
LAMMCHES AND JUNKS, THE LATEST ORDERS FROM THE COMMANDER YAMGTZE PATROL Tr
THE COMMANDING OFFICER WERE RECEIVED THE DAY gpFORE BY DESPATCH, AnD SAID
THE COMMANDING GFFICER WAS Tp HAVE COMPLETE DISCRETIOM IN MOVING THE SHIR
"P, BR DOWN THE RIVER.

a, THE SHIP WAS IDENTIFIED AS AN AMERICAN VESSEL UY TWp LARGE Moa-
IZONTAL FLAGS, ONE SPREAD OVER THE FORWARD TOP DEcx, AND ONE OVER THE AFTER
TOP PECK= BOTH CLEARLY VISIBLE FROM THE AIR AT ANY ANGLE, EACH oF THESE

-

FLAGS MEAS!'RED ABOUT EIGHTEEN FEET IN LENGTH, AND ASONT FO'RTEEN FEET IN
WIDTH, AND HAD BEEN FRESHLY REPAINTED, N ADDITipm TD THESE TwWp FLAGS, An(
61 ACCOTNT oF THE EMERGENCY CONDITION EX1STING, THE PANAY HAD BEEN FLYINE
HER LARGEST EMSIGN AT THE GAFF BOTH NIGHT AND pAY, WHETHER "NDERWAY 8R AT
ANCHOR; ALL ENSIGNS, GOTH HORIZONTAL AMD YERTICAL, WERE BRIGHTLY ILLMMINA
TED ALL NIGHT,

A, AT #814 | DOSERVED ARTILLERY SHELLS FALLING IN THE RIVER ABONT
FOMR MPNDRED YARDS OFF 0'R STARUDARD LEAM, PRESI'MAELY FROM JAPANESE ART=
ILLERY ALTHOMEH THE BATTERIES WERE MNAYT VISIGLE. AT $825 | GOT THE PANAY
PNDERWAY FOR. "PRIVER TP GET CLEAR OF THI® FlRnG, AND SIGNALLED THE CoMvey
TH FOLLOW, AT §843 THE PANAY WENT ALONGSIDE HMS CAICKETT To TRANSFER AM
INJURED CHINESE EMPLOYEE OF THE ASIATIC PETROLEUM COMPANY, AT THE SAWE T
| ADVISED LIEMTENANT COMMARDER JIM ASHBY, ROYAL NAVY, COMMARDIMG HMS CR|CK
ETT; OF MY REASONS FOR MOVING "PRIVER,
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PAGE TWO

4, AT #9438, HAVING RESUMED OUR JOURNEY, THE PANAY AT THE HEAD OF
THE COLUMN, FOLLOWED 1N THE ORDER NAMEDEY THE BEIPING, MEIHEIA AND MEIAN,
TWO GROUPS OF JAPANESE SOLDIERS WERE SIGHTED ON THE LEFT BANK (NORTH);
THEY WAVED HAND FLAGS AT THE PANAY AND SEEMED TO WANT TO COMMUNICATE WITH
US. ACCORDINGELY, THE PANAY HOVE TO, AND A JAPANESE ARMED TENDER CAME ALONG-
SIDE CARRYING LIEUTENANT SHEGEYO MURAKAMI AND ABOUT WINETY MEN, MOST OF
“HOM WERE ARMED WITH MACHINE GUNS, LIEUTENANT ANDERS, MY EXECUTIVE OFFICER,
MET THIS OFFICER AT THE GANGWAY AS HE STEPPED ON BOARD, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS
SWORD BEARER AND TWO FRIVATES WITH FIXED BAYONETS. LIEUTENANT ANDERS IN-
FORMED ME THAT THE OFFICER DESIRED TO SPEAK TO ME, S0 | TURNED THE CONK
OVER TO LIEUTENANT ANDERS AND WEN TO THE GANGWAY, | WAS AWARE OF THE FACT
THAT IT WAS IMPROPER FOR- THE ARMED ORDEALIES OF THIE OFFICER TO ACCOMPANY
HI% ol BOARD EUT CONSIDERED THAT HE PROBABLY OIC NOT KNOW THE CORRECT PRO-
CEDURE, AND THAT IT WAS PROPER FOR ME TO OVERLOOK THE MATTER Ih THIS CONN-
:CTION. 1 HAD SPECIAL VEREAL ORDERS FROM THE COMMANDER YANGTZE PATROL NOY
TO BE TOO SENSITIVE ABOUT FOINTS OF NAVAL ETIQUETTE WHEN DEALING WITH THE
JAFANESE MILITARY, AND ABOVE ALL, TO USE MY JUDGEMENT IN AVOIDING SUCH COM-
FLICATIONS A5 MIGHT ARISE. LIEUTENANT MURAKAMI ASKED ME WHERE THE PANAY Was
GOING,AND | SAID TO A POINT UPRIVER TWENTY EIGHT MILES FROM NANKING, HE THE?

ASKED WHY WE WERE GOING THERE, TO WHICH 1| REPLIED,"T0 KEEF CLEAR OF ARTILLER

FIRE.™ HE A3KED ME ABOUT THE THREE STANDARD OIL SHIPS, AND | INFORMED HiM
THAT THBY WERE AMERICAN SHMIFS UNDER MY PROTECTION. HIS NEXT GUESTION WAS
ABOUT THE CHINESE TROOPS HOLDING SOLIDLY, TO WHICH | SAID THAT THE UNITED
STATES WAS FRIENDLY TO EOTH JAPAN AND CHINA, AND THEREFORE | COULD NOT GIVE
HIM ANY INFORMATION ABOUT THE CHINESE ARMY, THIS CONVERSATION WAS WITNESSED
SY SECOND SECRETARY MR. GEORGE ATTCHESON, JUNIOR OF THE AMERICAN EMBASSY,
HANKING, CHINA. LIEUTENANT MURAKAMI THEN INVITED ME TO REFAY HIS CALL ASHOR
“HICH IKVITATION | RESPECTFULLY DECLINED, AT $953 THE JAPANESE TENDER CLEAR:
THE SIDE.

5. AT 7954 THE PANAY AGAIN RESUMED HER WAY UP THE RIVER. AT 1147 |
ANCHORED THE PANAY AT A FOINT TWENTY MILES UPRIVER FROM MAMKING, AND ABOUT
T40 HUNDRED AND TWENTY ONE MILES ABOVE WOOSUNG, IN A BROAD, OPEN SPACE IN
THE RIVER. MY REASONS FOR ANCHORING THERE WAS SIMPLY TO KEEF OUT OF THE WAY
JF THE CONTENDING ARMIES; THM1S LOCATION SEEMED HIGHLY DESIRABLE. WE WERE
EASILY VISISLE ESPECIALLY ACCOMPANIED AS WE WERE BY THREE STANDARD OIL TANK-
EREy POR wiLES AROUND, ON EVERY SIDE, IT BEEMED UNLIKELY THAT ANY TROOPS

/OULG TRY To CROSS THE RIVER IN OUR VICINITY. N SELECTING THIS SFOT, |
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FAGE THREE
HAD IN MIND NOT ONLY THE SAFETY OF THE PANAY AND THE EVACUEES WHOM SHE Wig
CARRYING, BUT ALSO THE SAGETY AND WELL BEING OF THE AMERICAN SHIFS IN THE
LONVOY, AND THEIR PERSONNEL. IMMEDIATELY UPON ANCHORING, | FOSTED SENTRY
LOCKOUTS FOR AIRFLANES AND TROOP WMOVEMENTS, AT 1377 | ALLOWED 4 PARTY OF
ABOUT EIGHT MEN TC VISIT THE MEIPING NEARBY FOR A GLASE OF BEER. THESE MEN
WERE STILL ON BOARD THE ME!PING WHEN THE ATTACK STARTED, AND WERE, THEREFORE,
UNABLE TO RETURN TU THE SHIF,

6+ AT ABOUT 1327 THE LOOKOUT CALLED DOWH THAT TWO PLANES WERE IN
SIGHT ABOUT FIFTEEN THOUSAND FEET. THE WEATHER WAS CLEAR WITH EO0D VISIEIL-
!T¥ AND NO WIND. THE PLANES WERE CLEARLY VISIBLE DEFITE THEIR ALTITUDE WHICH
MAY NOT HAVE BEEN AS REPGRTED TO ME; AT THAT TIME | HAD NO IDEA WHATSDEVER
THAT THE FLANES INTENDED TO ATTACK US, ABOUT THIS TIME | wWENT UP TO THE
BRIDGE WITH CoM JOHN LANG IN ORJER TO KEEF A BETTER LOOKOUT FOR FURTHER
FLANE AFPROACHES. ABOUT 1329 | LOOKED OUT THE DOOB OF THE ERIDGE TO FICK
UP AGAIN THE TwC PLANES | HAD ORIGINALLY SEEN, AND WAS ASTONISHED TO C.3-
COVER THAT BOTH WERE RAFIDLY LOSING ALTITUDE I 4 DIRECTION TOWARD US. AL-
WOST IMMEDIATELY THEY AFPEARED TO GO INTO POWER DIVES. LANG AND | BOTH
STEFPED INSIDE THE BRIDGE, AND ALMOST IMMEDIATELY, A BOME SEEMED TO STRIKE
UIRECTLY OVER OUR MEADS, RIPPING A BIC HOLE IN THE ROOF OF THE BRIDGE, |
LOST CONSCIOUSNESS FOR WHAT MUST HAVE BEEN ONLY A MINUTE OR TWO; WHEN |
CAME TO, | DISCOVERED MYSELF ON THE DECK OF THE BRIDGE » BADLY STUNNED WITH
WY HEAD COVERED WITH BLOGD, AND MY RIGHT LEG FAINFULLY |NJURED AT THE HIP
MAKING 1T IMPOSSIBLE FOR ME TO RISE TO MY FEET. A HOLE HAD ALSO BEEN BROKEN
'l THE DECK OF THE BRIDGE NEAR WHERE LANG AND | HAD BEEN STANDING. | ASKED
LANG IF HE WERE INJURED, TO WHICH HE REPLIED, ™ NO, SIR." NOT BEING AELE TO
DETERMINE THE EXTENT OF THE DAMAGE FROM THE INSIDE OF THE ERIDGE, WHICH waSs
COMPLETELY WRECKED, | ASKED HIM TO FUT A LIFE JACKET ON ME AND HELP ME DOWN
TO THE SHIP'S GALLEY WHICH IS ON THE MAIN DECK, AND A GOOD CENTRAL FOINT
FROM WHICH TO DIRECT OPERATIONS.@ BEFORE | WAS ABLE TO REACH THE GALLEY,
WHICH WMUSMBO WAS NECESSARILY A SLOW PROCESS ON ACCOUNT OF WY DISABLING
WOUND, | HEARD THE PANAY'S MACHINE GUNS FIRING, AND REALIZED THAT THE CREw
WAS CARRYING ON, FROBAELY UNDERTHE |MMED IATE DIRECTION OF LIEUTENANT ANDERS,
WY EXECUTIVE OFFICER, AT THE GALLEY | SENT LANG, CQM, TO NOTIFY ALL OFFICERS
THAT | WAS IN THE GALLEY, INCAPACITATED, AND TO TELL THE ENGINEER OFFICER,
LIEUTENANT (JG) GEIST TO LET ME KNOW IF WE WERE TAK!NG WATER, AND ALSO IF

e —— B — ey - R T
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PAGE FOUR

WE COULD GET THE SHIP UNDERWAY. ABOUT THIS TIME | NOTICED MR, J. HALL FAXTON,
SECOND SECRETARY OF THE AMER|CAN EMEASSY |N CHINA, SNE OF THE FASSENGERS,
STANDING ON DECK JUST OUTSIDE OF THE-GALL!T..I ASKED HIM TO PLEASE COME IN
AND HOLD ME UP WHICH HE VERY KINOLY D10, REMAINING WITH ME THEREAFTER.

7. FROM THEN ON PLANES BOMBED US CONTINUOUSLY UNTIL ABOUT 1425.THEY
AFFEARED TO BE ATTACKING US IN RELAYS OF Two OR THREE EACH, THE FIRST GROUF
THAT CAME OVER, DIVE-BOMBED FROM A CONSIDERABLE ALTITUDE WHICH KEFT THEM'
BEYOND RANGE OF OUR LEWIS MACHINE CUNS. LATER WHEN THE PANAY WAS VISIBLY
SMASHED=UP, THEY CAME MUCH CLOSER, AND NOT ONLY LET GO THEIR BOMES FROM L O
ALTITUDES OF PERHAP3 ONE OR TWO HUNDRED FEET, BUT ALS0 MACHINE-GUNNED OUR
DECKS, FIRING AS THEY CAME DOWN DIVING. | DISTINCTLY HEARD THEIR BUME WHICH
HAD A DIFFERENT SOUND FROM THE PAMNAY'S. | WAS INFORMED AT THE TIME THAT THE
FLANES WERE JAPANESE NAVY PLANES, IDENTIFIED BY THEIR CHARACTERISTIC RED
CIACLE, ACCORDING TO WY RECKONING, THE PANAY MUST HAVE RECEIVED ARBOUT THENTY
FOUR DIRECT HITS; | COULD NOT BELIEVE 1T WAS FOSSIELE FOR SUCH A SMALL SHIF
TO RECEIVE SUCH DAMABE AND STILL FLOAT, | WAS INFORMED LATER THAT THE FIRSY
DOMS WHICH DISABLED ME, ALSO FUT THE FORWARD THREE INGH GUN AND THE RADID n
ROOW OUT OF ACTION, AND SROUGHT DOWN THE FOREMAST.

8. AT 1358 THE SHIP APPEARED TO BE SETTLINE QUITE FAST, MEANWHILE,
JEFORE THE ENCINEER OFFICER COULD REACH ME TO EIVE ME A REFORT ON THE 3TATUS
i GUR PROPELLINE MACHINERY, | THOUGHT | HEARD A SHARF RUSH OF STEAM ES-
CAFING FROM OUR STEAMING GOILER., A MINUTE OR TWD AFTER THAT, ENSICN EIWERSE,
THE COMMUNICATION OFFICER, CAME INTO THE GALLEY ANC STATED THAT THE SHIF WAS
PLAINLY SINKING, ANS ASKED IF HE SHOULD THROW OVERBOARD THE CONFIDENTIAL FUB-
LICATIONS. | TOLD HIM TO GET THEM ALL OVERBOARD AS QUICKLY AS FOSUIELE. HE
0I0 HIS UTMOST T0 THROW THE CONFIDENTIAL AND SECRET PAPERSOVERDOARD, EJT OO0 !
NOT COMPLETE THE WORK BECAUSE OF THE REFEATED BOMZINE WHICH SEEMED TO BE FO-
CUSED IM THE VICINITY OF THE RAD'OROOM,. | ALE0D TOLD HiIM TO SEND A SBCOND
YESSENGER FOR LIEUTENANT (JB) GEIST, THE ENSINEER OFFICER, LIEUTENANT GEIST ]
REGORTED SHORTLY THEREAFTERAND SAID WE COULD NOE GET UNDERWAY EECAUSE THE
STEAMING BOILER HAD BEEN RUFTURED, | THEREUPON TOLD HIM TO PUT THE HOMCLITE
FUMFS ON THOSECOMFARTMENTS WHICH SEEMED TO BE FILLING FASTEST. ENZIGN DI-
WERSE RETURNED 4 FEM MINUTES LATER WO STATE THAT ALL THE HOMOLITE FUNFS HAD ]
BEEN WRECKED BY BOuMES.

9.AHOUT THIS TivE SOMEONE INFORMED ME THAT WE AFFEARED TO BE IN DAN-
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FAGE FIVE
GER OF BEING RUN DOWN BY ONE OF THE SOCONY .VESSELS. | GOT WR. PAXTON TO
CARRY ME TO THE DOOR OF THE GALLEY, AND FROM WHAT | COuLD SEE, | SUPPISED
THAT THE VEGSEL WAE ATTEMPTING TO COME ALONSSIDE THE PANAY, FRODABLY TO
TAKE OFF OUR PERSONNEL, ABOUT THAT INSTANT ANOTHER STORNM OF EOMBES FELL BEOTH
UN THE FANAY AH@ THE S0CONY SKIF; THE LATTER THEK ABANDONED HER ATTEMFT To
HELF THE PANAY. IT SHOULD BE REMEMEERED THAT ATTACKING FLAMES CONCENTRATED
ALMOET ALL THEIR EFFORTS 0N THE PANAY DURING AT LEAST THE FIRST HALF HDUR,
17« THEM, BY 141¢, IT SEEMED UNLIKELY TO ME THAT | SHOULD EE AELE 70
FAVE THE SHIF. ABOUT 1472 ENSICN BIWERSE RETURNED AND SAID HE THOUGHT WE
EHQULD ABANDON SHIF, ESPECIALLY AS HE THOUEHT THE JOE WOULD TAME SOME TIME
nITH ONLY TWQ SMALL BOATS,. ACCORDINGLY, | CAVE THE ORDER TO ABANDON SHIF,
AND TC START BY SERDING THE WORST WOUNDED ASHORE FIRST. ROATS CONTAINED
INLY wOUNDED EXCEFT FOR THE EDATS CREWS, CEM MAHLMANN, AND SEVERAL OF THE
CREW THAT HAD NOT BEEN INJURED THEN CAME TO THE GALLEY TO PUT ME 1IN THE FIRET
O0AT. | PROTESTED AGAINET LEAVINE THE BHIF AT THIS TIME, AND WAS MOET UNWILLIM
TO DO 50;RUT, IT APPEAREDTHAT THEY DID NOT HEED MY FROTEST EECAUSE OF MY CON-
UITION, WITH MR, PAXTON'S ASSISTANCE THEY CARRIED ME DOWN THE DECK, AND LAID BE
ME FLAT ONMY FACE ACROSS THE BOW OF THE WMOTOR EAMPAN.
11. «JU 8T BEFORE LEAVING THE SHIF, | TOLD ENSIGN GIWERSE TO REMAIN
N BOARD, TELLING LIEUTEMANT ANDERS AND THE OTHER OFF ICERS THAT | WAS BEING |
TAKEN ASHORE, AND THAT IF THE ATTACK SHOULD CEABE, | WANTED ENSICH BIWEPRSE
T{ REMAIN ON BOARD WITH A SMALL DETAIL OF ABOUT 51X UNINJURED MEN TOD DO WHAT
THEY COULD TO KEEF THE SHIP FROM GOING DOWN, AND THAT IN ANY CASE, ENSICN '
BIWERSE AND HIS DETAIL WERE TO BE THE LAST TO LEAVE. 1 KHEW AT THAT TIME THAT L
ENJIGN SIWERSE WAE THE ORLY UNINJURER OFFICER,ALTHOUGH ZUFFERING FROM SHOCK, |
AND HAVING MOST OF HIS CLOTHES BLOXN OFF, AND BELIEVED THAT LIEUTEMANT AKDERS
AND LIEUTENANT (JC) SEIST WERE SUFFICIENTLY INJURED TQ JUSTIFY THEIR LEAVING r
THE SHIF BEFORE THE LAST EOATLDAD, ENSIGN EINERSE LATER REFORTED TO ME ASHORE
THAT EVERYBODY WAS OFF THE BHIf, INCLUDING ALL THE PASSEEGERS, AND THAT HE MAD
NOT REMAINED BEHIND WITH HIS DETAIL BECAUSE HE WAS CONVINVED THE SHIF WIEGHT
BINK AT ANY MINUTE, AND FURTHERMORE, THAT THE EOMBING FLANES MIGHT RETURN,. |
AFFROVED HIS ACTION IN LEAVING THE SHIP AS IT WAS 02VIOUSLY IMPOSSIBLE To SAVE 1
HER,AFEER_ARRIVING ON SHORE, | WAS INFORMED BOTH THE MOTOR SAMPAN AND PULL
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THE HATCHES LEADING TO THE THREE INCH MAGAZ INES., | WANTED TO FREVENT

HAVING THE SHIP BLOWN UP €Y HER OWN THREE IHCH POWDER. THE PAKAY ALSO

HAD AN ABANDCH SHIP BILL; MY REAZON FOR GIVING THE ORDER TO ASANDON SHIP

WAS THAT | OBSERVED THAT BHE WAS SETTLING DOWN BY THE HEAD TO STAREO0ARD,

AND |T WAS REPORTED TO ME AS PREVIOUSLY NOTED THAT SHE MIGHT SINK AT ANY
MINUTED. | FELT MY NEXT DUTY, IF | COULD NOT SAVE THE EHIP, WAS TO SAVE

THE LIVES OF AS MANY AS FOSSIBLE OF THE CREW AND FAGSENGERS. THE HULL

HAD MANY HOLE3S WHEN ABANDONED AND wAS SHIFFING WATER RATHER RAFIOLY. 7Y

WOULD HAVE BEEN IMPOSSIBLE TO GET THE SHIP UNDERWAY TO BEACH HER EECAUSE |

HER STEAMING BOILER HAD BEEW RUPTURED., ALTHOUGH | WAS TAKEN ASHORE IN
OME OF THE FIRST BOATS WITH THE EADLY WOUNDED | CONSIDERED MYSELF IM
COMMAND OF THE SHIF AND CREW THROUGHGUT; AND WMEN | TURNED THE SHIF OVER
TO EN2IGN BIWERSE JUST BEFORE EZING PUT INTO THE ECAT, | DID 5C WITH {
THE IDEA THAT HE WAS THE ONLY ABLE 20DIED OFFICER LEFT wWHO COULD REMAIN
BEHIND AND INSURE THAT EVERY PEREGN HAD PEEN REMOVED. | MNEVER RELINGUISH=-
ED COMMAND ALTHOUGH | WAS UNAZLE TO EE 1 MORE THAN ONE PART OF THE SHIP
ON-ACCODNT OF MY PHYSICAL CONDITION, LIEUTENANT ANGERS, MY EXECUTIVE
OFFICER, WITH GREAT COURAGE AND FEREEVERANCE MAINTAINED THE FIRE OF ALL
OUR MACHINE GUNS; ALTHOUGHM HE HAD BEEN BADLY WOUNDED ALMOST IMMEDIATELY

IN THE THROAT, AND LATER IN THE ARM AND 20TH HANDS. HE wAS ABLE, HOw-

EVER; TO KEEP HIS FEET AND MAINTAIMED ACTIVE CHARGE.

T8, AE ALREADY MENTIOMED | HAD MY MEMN AEANDON SHIF IN THE

QRDER OF THE WCRST WOUNCED. FIRBT | 3ENT THE BOATS TO THE NEAREST LAND

WHICH WAS COYERED BY HWIGH REEDS, | TOLD THE MEN THAT AFTER THEY REACHED

THE BEACH THEY WERE TO GET IN SHORE AND HIDE IN THE REEDS W) THOUT HOWEVER

GETTINE TOU FAR SEPARATED. AFTER SETTING ALL THE MEN OFF THE SHIF AND

ON THE BEACH WE FOUND TwW0D JAPAMESE FLANES FLYING FAIRLY LOW OVERMEAD

AFPARENTLY LOOKING FOR THE PANAY SURVIVORS. THE REEDS HOWEVER AFFARENTLY

AFFORDED uS SUFFICIENT COVER TO REWMAIN UMSEEN. THESE PLANES BUBSEQUENTLY
DEPARTED, BUT SHORTLY LATER BOMEING ATTACKE WERE WADE OM THE TWO STANDARD
1L YESSELS, WHICH WERE DY NOW BEACHED ©N THE DAUK OPFOSITE US. THE

el 5] BL =

TMIRD STANDARD QIL VESSEL HAD ALREADY BEEM JUNK OY BCOVEE.

e e I IE—————,
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16. MY PLAN FOR THE RETURN OF THE SHIPS COMPANY TO THE JURIS-

DICTION OF THE US NAVY WAS TO HAVE EVERYONE REMAIN UNDER COVER NEAR WWER
WE HAD LANDED UNTIL AFTER DARK; THEN HAVE THE WORST WUUMDED LOADED O
BOARD A STANDARD 01U LAUNCH, WHICH wAS NEAR AND HAD BEEN ABALDOINED BY
HER NATIVE CREW, ANC TOUWED AROUND TO THE MATNLAND, A SMALL SCUUTING
PARTY WHICH HAD BEEN 3ENT OUT TO CHECK UP UN THE GECGRAFHICAL SFCT GN
!Hl:ﬂ?iE HAD_LANDED REPCRTED TO ME THAT .WE WERE ON AN ISLAND.

' 17. LIEUTENANT ARTHUR E, ANDERS, MY EXECUTIVE OFFICER, WAS
BY THIS TIME BADLY WEAKENED FROM LOSS CF BLODD, AND LIFUTENANT (ug)

GEIST WAS ALSO BADLY WOUNDEDL IN THE LEZ. ENCIGA EIWERSE HAD ESCAFED 2
ACTUAL INJURY BUT WAS SUFFERING SOVEWHAT FROM SHOCK. | FELT THAT UNDER
THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF QUR URGENT CONDITIQN Ano FOSITION THAT | SHOULD *

UTILIZE THE EXFPERIENCE AND MATURE JUDGEMENT OF CAFTAIN FRANK M. ROBERTSE,
8 ARMY, THE ASSISTANT MILITARY ATTACHE TO THE AMERICAN EVBASSY IN CHINA,

WHO MAD COME ON EOARD AT MANKING. HE HAD ESCAFED IHJURY ALD WAS MOST

ANXIOUS AS AN OFFICER TO ASSIET ME IN AMY WAV, 18 ABILITY TO SFEAK

CHINKEBE WAS ALSO A VALUABLE FACTUR. | THEREFORE APPOINTED HIM AS MY

YUMEDIATE REPRESENTATIVE TO TAME ACTIVE PHYSICAL CHARGE UNDER WY DIRECT=-

ION , AND BUCH ORDERS ‘A58 RE GAVE WERE AFTER CONCULTATION WITH ME AND BY

MY AUTHORITY AND DIRECTIOM. ! ALED ACKMOWLEUF CPRATEFULLY THE KIND  AND
EFFICIENT ASSISTANCE OF MR. ATCHESON. IN THE ZAME WAY 1T 1S MY ORATEFUL

DUTY TO ADD THAT CAPTAIN ROZERTS BERVICES E JEOLUTELY INVALUAELE AND

AT 15 - 1MPOSSIBLE FOR WE TO EXPRESS uy FULL RECTATION OF THEM. | AM

SURE THAT :EVERY MEMBER OF THE PARTY WO ULL AGHEE THAT HIS EFFICIENCY,

KINDN-ESS, AND TACT AMD HIS EXPERIENCT i RANDLIKT AN OPERATION OF THIS
NATURE ON SHORE GREATLY CONTRIG.TED TO OUR FINAL ESGAPE, MR, ATCHESON,
WHO .ALSO0 SPEAKS CHINESE, AGREED -7 'Y REQUEST TO REMAIN wITH THE PARTY
T0 Faﬁ{LITATE DEALINGS WITH CHINLE =EiR ALY,

78, AT ABOUT 1715 THE SECOND EECRETARY ©F THE EMBASSY, WR. J.

HALL PAXTON WHC ALSOD SPEAXS CHIMESE, LEFY OUR PARTY AT WY REQUEST 10 TRy
70 GET A MESBAGE THROUGH EITHER BY TELEFHOKE 04 TELEGRAPH TU THE AMER!-
CAN AMBASSADOR AT HANKOW IRFCAVING (1)
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19. AS ALREADY MENT|ONED AFTER DARK ALL ABLE BODIED MEN TRACK-
£0 THE LAUNCH CARRYING THE WOUNDED AROUND THE LITTLE ISLAND ON WHICH WE

HAD FOUND OURSELVES CLOSE TO THE MAINLAND, IN THE MEANTIME MR. PAXTON
WHO SAD GONE ON AHEAD SENT PACK COOLIE CARRIERS FROM THE FIRST VILLAGE
AND THEY CARRIED DU? WOUNDED THERE, AT THIS VILLAGE WE ENGAGED MURE
CONLIES AND SET OUT FOR THE NEXT VILLAGE INLAMO HOSHIEN, WHICH WAS &
ILTT AWAY AND 3 MILES INLAND FROM THE RIVER BANK, MY PLAN WAS TO TRAVEL
LY NIGHT ‘AND HIDE BY DAY. WHEN WE ARRIVED AT HOSHIEN ABOUT MIDNIGHT WE
WERE RECEIVED AND TREATED WITH THE GREATEST KINDNESS BY THE MAGIBTRATE
N0 ALL THE CHINESE THERE, AND WERE QUARTERED IN THE HOSPITAL WHERE WE
AEMA INED THROUGHOUT THE DAYLIGHT PERICD, ON MONDAY, 13 DECEWBER, ENS-
INGSR STOREKEEPER FIRST CLASS, AND MR, SANDRO SANDARI, ITALIAN JOURNAL-
i1, GIED FROM THEIR INJURIES WHILE WE WERE THERE.
28, AT DARK THAT EVENING 13 DECEMBER, WE SET OUT FOR THE NEXT TOWN

LAND HANSHAN EY JUNKS WHICH CAPTAIN ROSERTS HAD ENGAGED. T WAS WHILE
Wi WERE AT HANSHAN APPROXIMATELY 12 WILES INLAND FROM THE LEFT NORTH

ANK THAT | RECEIVED WORD OF THE AMERICAN AND BRITISH GUNBOATS WHICH HAO
CEEN SENT TO ASSIST US, AND OF THE PRESENCE OF A JAPANESE GUNBODAT TO
UARANTEE US SAFETY FROM FURTHER ATTACKS., THE MAGISTRATE AND THE CHINESE

{ESIDENTS OF THE SECOND VILLAGE WERE JUST AS HELPFUL AS THGSE OF THE FIRST

FINUIANG THE PARTY, AND RENDERING MEDICAL AID THEY WERE WILLING TO HAYE US
[k SFITE QF THE FACT THAT THEY THOUGHT AS WE DID, THAT OUR FPRESENCE AMONG
[HEM WOULD DRA® DOWN POMBIMG ATTACKS FROM THE JAPANESE PLANES.

21. WE LEFT HANSHAN ABOUT 12¢§ OWN 74 DECEMBER IN THE SAME
JUNKS IN WHICH WE HAD ARRIVED AND REACHED THE YANGTZE RIVER AHOUT 2745
THAT WIGHT. THE ENTIRE PARTY WAS ON BOARD THE USS DAHU AND HMS LADYE 1RO
LY @138 15 DECEMBER.

22, ALL THE PASSENGERS w0 WERE ON EOARD THE FANAY WERE THERE

THELR OWN REQUEBT, | DO NOT KNOW WHAT LOSSES OF FERSONNEL PROPERTY

THEY MAY HAVE SUSTAINED OTHER THAN THEIR CAMERAS AND WHAT WAS CONTAINED
Ik THEIR TRAVELLING BAGS EXCEPT IN THE CASE OF MR. PAXTON, WHC HAD PREV-
IOUSLY TURNED OVER TO ME A LOCKED ERIEF CA3SE WHICH | HAD HICDEM BEENEATH
MY PUNK; THE NATURE OF THE CONTENTS OF WHICH | WAS NOT INFORMED. MR.
FAXTON HAD ALSO GIVEN ME FOR SAFE KEEPING A YALUADLE CHINESE VABE.
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PAGE TEN
M ESSRS, ATCHESON, PAXTON, AND GASSIE AND CAPTAIN ROBERTS HAD, | BELIEVE,
ONE OR MORE TRUNKS APIECE. ' 3
23, | HAVE NO COMPLAINT TO MAKE REGARDING THE CONOUCT OF ANY
OFFICER OR ENLISTED MAN. OR ANY PASSENGER. IN MY OFINIOM EVERYONE ACTED
WITH, FINE COURAGE AlC INITIATIVE., | CONSIDER THAT THE ACTION OF My
OFFICERS AND CREw IN ATTEMPTING TO RETURN THE FIRE, REMDERING FIRST
AID, SAFELY EVACUATING ALL PERSOMNEL, TRAMSPORTATING iME WOUNDED,
KEEPING TOGETHER, AND RETURNING AS ONE' PARTY WITH THE DEAD AND WOUNDED
18 SUFFICIENT EVIDENCE UF THEIR COURAGE, DISCIFLINE, AND FORTITUDE,
KEENLY REGRET THAT.MY OWh INJURY PREVENTED VE FROM OESZAVING INDIVIDUAL

ACTS OF GGUEAEFﬂU3I£ﬂHDUET GF WH'CH ) FEEL CERTAIN WNDER THE CYRCUMSTANCES

EVIRY OFFICER AND MAN PERFOSMED ECTHiNHILE ON BOARD SHIF AND DURING THE
SUBSEQUENT TRAVELLING ASHORE. | WAS PARTICULARLY IMFRESCED BY, AMD
GRATEFUL FOR, THE HIGH MORALE AND CHEERFUL AND FAITHFUL MAMNER N WH)GH
MY DFFICERS AND MEHN ASSISTED ONE ANGTHER. 1 DEEM 1T WY DUTY HOWEVER To
COMMENT PARY ICULAALY UFOM THE COCGL AMD COURAGECUS CONDUCT COF LIEUTENANT
ARTHUR F. ANDERS, MY EAECUTLVE 0FFIQER, WHC ThHOUGH WOUNDED 1N SEVERAL
FLACES, UNABLE TO SPEAK, AND SUFFERING SEVERE LOSS OF BLOOD; KEFT HIS
FEET,. DIRECTED THE FIRE, AND SUFERVISED THE ABAMDON 3HIP., HIS COMOUCT
WAS AN INSFIRATION TO ALL HANDS, | ALZC COMSIDER THAT LIEUTENANT CLARX
G, GRAZIER, MEDICAL CORPE, US HAVY, THE ONLY DOCTOR WHO WAS FOATUNATELY
NOT WOUNDED DISPLAYED COCOLNESI, AZILITY, AND RESOURCEFULLMESS WITH HIS
TREATMENT OF THE MANY WOUNDED; EOTH WHILE UNDER FIRE AROARD SHIP AND
UN DER YERY DIiFFICULT CONQITIONS ASHORE, HIS UMTIRING EFFORTS AND
PROFESSIONAL SKILL UNDCUSTEDLY CONTRIBUTED GREATLY. TO REDUCE THE SERIQUS.-
NESS OF THE INJURIES.

2%, THE CASUALTIES TO PERSONIEL SUSTAINED On 304AD THE PANAY
OR IN, OPEN SAMPANS AFTER ABANDONIMG 3HIP WERE A8 FOLLOWS: DEAD: CHARLES
L. ENSMINGER STOREKEEPER FIAST CLASS, EUCAR G. HULBERUS COXSWAIN, MR,
EANDRO SANRI JTALIAN JOURNALIST; SERIOUSLY INJURED: JAMES J. HUGHES
LIEUT. COUMMANDER, ARTHUR F, ANDERS, LIEUT, , JOWN W, GEIST LIEUT. ([J%],
JOHN H, LANG CHfEF QUARTERMASTER, CARL H BIRK ZLECTRICIAMS MATE FIRST
CLASS, ALEX KOZAK MACHINISTS MATE SECUND CLASS, PERES 0. TIGLER SHIPS
COOK THIRD CLABS, NEWTON L. ORVIS FIREMAN FIRST CLASS: MINOR IMJURIES:

ot N .
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FAGE ELEVEN

CHARLES §. ADAMS RADIOMAN SECOMD CLASS, TOMY EARBA SHIPS COOK THIRD CLASS,
JOHN A, BOMKOSK| GUNNERS MATE THIRD CLASS, ERNEST C. BRANCH FIREMAN FIRST
CLASS, RAYMOND L. BROWNING ELECTRICIANE WATE THIRD CLASS, WALTER CHEATHAM
COXSWAIN, THOMAS A COLEMAN CHIEF FHARMACISTS MATE, JOHN A, UIRNHOFER
SEAVAN FIR3T CLASS, YUAN T. ERH MES3 ATTENDANT FIRST CLASS, FRED G.
FICHTENMAYER CARPEWTERS MATE FIRST CLASS, EUERY F, FISHER CHIEF WATER-
TENDER, MICHAEL GERENT MACHINISTS MWATE SECOND CLASS, CECIL G. GREEN
SCAMAN FIRST CLAES, JOHM L. HODGE FIREMAN FIRST CLASS, FON B. HUFFMAN
WATERTENDER SECCGND CLASS, H, JOHNSON MACHINISTS MATE SECOND CLASS, H.
KEIREKE COXSWAIN, PETER H. KLUMPERS CHIEF MACHINISTS MATE, hlLLIAM P,
LANDER EEAQAH FIRST CLASS, ERMEST R. MAMLMAKN CHIEF DOATSWAING MATE,
WILLIAM A, MCCABE FIREMAN FIRST CLASS, STANLEY W. MCEOWEN SEAMAN FIREY
CLABS, JAMES H, PECK QUARTERMASTER SECOND CLASS, REGINALD P. PETERSON
Re010MAN SECIND CLAES, VEAMON F. FICKETT CHIZF MACHIMISTS WATE, KING
F. SUNG MESS ATTENDANT FIRST CLAB3, HARRY B, TUCK SEAMAN FIRST CLASS,
CLED E, WAXLER BOATSWAINS MATE SECOND CLASS, JOHN T. WEBER YEOMAN FIRST
TLASE, RCEERT R. HEBARD FIREMAN FIRST CLASS, WENMETH J. RICE ELECTRICIANS
MATE TMIRD CLASS, CHARLES §. SCHROYER SEAMAN FIRST CLASS, FAR Z. WONG MESS
ATTENDANT FIRST CLASS, CLARK 6. GRAZIER LIEUT (MC), DENMIS H. BIWERSE
ENSIGN., THE FOLLOWING CIVILIAN PASSBENGERS WERE SERIOUSLY INJURED: EMILE
GASSIE EMBAS3SY CLERK, JAMES SARSHALL COLLIERS CORRESFONDENT; MINOR INJURIES:
J. HALL PAXTON SECOND SECRETARY, ROY SQUIRES CHIMNA IMPORTING AND EXFORT ING,
FOLLOWING CIVILIAN ON BEOARD WEIFING MINUR tNJURIES, F.H. VINES BRITISH
AMER |CAN TOBACCO; FOLLOWING CIVILIAN ON DOARD WEIHSIA DEAD, C.H. CARLEON
MASTER.

SIGNED  JAMES J HUGHES.

COURT OF IMNQUIRY HAS FINISHED TAKING TESTIMONY. AS S0ON AS
RECORD OF FROCEEDINGS 1S RECEIVED FINDINGS wILL BE FORWARDED Y RADID
IN FLAIN LANGUAGE.

P

P



FOLLOWING REPORT 1N FULL FROM COMMAMDING OFFICER PANAY, FORWARDED APPROVED
8Y CINCAF:=
FROM THE COMMAND |NG OFFICER, 188 PANAY
To THE SECRETARY OoF THE MAYY
VIA THE COMMANDER 1N CHIEF 1g ASIATIC FLEET
SIBJECT: 18s PANAY, THE LDSS OF BY SINKING A2 A RESULT QF BpuBiIng EY
JAPANESE PLANES, 12 DECEMBER, u:'rr.

REFERENCE;~ (A) ART, B4f = '8 NAVY REcs, 192§
(8] ART, B41 = 18 MAVY REES, 192§

1. oM SUWDAY, DECEMBER 12, 1937, YHE "'88 PAMAY WAS OPERATING I'NDER
THE BRDERS ©F THE CoMMANDER YANETZE PATROL, Amp AT THAT TIME, WAS ANCHERED
ABOMT FIFTEEN MILES ABOVE NANKING, ACTING As a pgrFifE FOR AMERICAN CITIZENS
AND MEMBERS OF THE AMER|CAN EMBASSY, THE SH|P wAS ACCOMPANIED BY THE STAND
ARD DIL TANKERS MEIPING, MEIHSIA, MEIAN, AND WISCELLANEONS STANDARD oL
LAMNCHES AND JUNKS. THE LATEST DRDERS FROM THE CoMmmAMDER YAMGTZE PATROL Tr
THE ¢I:HIIMDIIHH pFFICER WERE RECEIVED THE RAY BEFnRE GY DESPATCH, AND SAID
THE COMMANDING OFFICER WAS Tp HAVE COMPLETE DISCRET|pm IN MOVING THE 3HIP
P, DR DDWN THE RIVER,

a, THE SHIP WAS IDENTIFIED AS AN MMERICAy yESSEL UY TWD LARGE HoR-
|ZoNTAL FLAGS, ONE SPREAD OVER THE FOAWAAD TOP DEck, AND ONME OVER THE AFTER
ToP DECK- BOTH CLEARLY VISIBLE FROM THE AIR AT ANY AneLE. EACH oF THESE
FLAGS MEASURED ABOUT E1GHTEEN FEET IN LENGTH, AND AtpnT FO'RTEEN FEET IN
WIDTH, AND HAD BEEN FRESHLY REPAINTED, IN ARDITIom Top THESE TWe FLAGS, AND
fM ACCOMNT mF THE EMERGENCY CONDITION EXISTING, THE FANAY HAD BEEN FLYING
WER LARGEST ENSIGN AT THE GAFF BOTH N|GHT AND DAY, WHETHER VNDERWAY BR AT
ANCHOR; ALL ENSIGNS, BOTH HORIZONTAL AND YERTICAL, WERE BRIGHTLY ILLIMINA
TED ALL NIGHT,

., AT $814 | DBSERVED ARTILLERY SHELLS FALLING IN THE RIVER ABOMT
FAUR HUNDRED YARDS OFF 0UR STARGDARD WEAM, PRES'MASLY FROM JAPANESE ART=
ILLERY ALTHOUEH THE BATTERIES WERE MAY VISIBLE., AT #825 | GOT THE PANAY
MNDERWAY FOR, MPRIVER To GET CLEAR OF THIB FIRING, AND SIGNALLED THE CoNvEY
18 FOLLOW, AT §843 THE PANAY WENT ALONGSIDE HMS CAICKETT TD TRANSFER AN
INJIRED CHINESE EMPLOYEE OF THE AS|ATIC PETROLEUW COUPANY, AT THE SAME TIv
| ADVISED LIEVTENANT COMMARDER JIM ABHBY, RDYAL RAVY, COMMANDING HMS CRICK
€fr; bF uY REASONS FOR MOVING VPRI VER.
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4, AT #94@, HAVING RESUMED OUR JOURNEY, THE PANAY AT THE HEAD OF
THE COLUMN, FOLLOWED 1IN THE ORDER NAMEDSY THE SEIPING, MEIHEIA AND MEIAN,
TWO GROUFS OF JAPANESE SBOLDIERS WERE SIGHTED ON THE LEFT BAMK (NORTH);

THEY WAVED HAND FLAGS AT THE PANAY AND SEEMED TO WANT TO COMMUNICATE WITH
US, ACCORDINGLY, THE FANAY HOVE TO, AND A JAPANESE ARMED TENDER CAME ALONG-
SIDE CARRYING LIEUTENANT SHEGEYO WURAKAMI AND ABOUT WINETY MEN, MOST OF
WHOM WERE ARMED WITH MACHINE GUNS. LIEUTENANT ANDERS, MY EXECUTIVE OFFICER,
MET THIS OFFICER AT THE GANGWAY AS ME STEPPED ON BOARD, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS
SWORD BEARER AND TWO PRIVATES WITH FIXED BAYOMETS. LIEUTENANT ANDERS IN-
FORMED ME THAT THE OFFICER DESIRED TO SPEAK TO ME, 50 | TURNED THE CONN

OVER TO LIEUTEMANT ANDERS AND WENTTO THE GANGWAY, | WAS AWARE OF THE FACT
THAT IT WAS IMPROPER FOR- THE ARMED ORDERLIES OF THIE OFFICER TO ACCOMPANY
HIM ON BOARD BUT CONJIDERED THAT HE PROBABLY DIC NOT KNOW THE CORRECT PRO-
CEDURE, AND THAT IT WAS PROPER FOR ME TO OVERLOOK THE MATTER IN THIS CONN-
ECTION. | HAD SPECIAL VERBAL ORDERS FROM THE COMMANDER YANGTZE PATROL NOT

TO BE TOO SENSITIVE ABOUT POINTS OF NAVAL ETIQUETTE WHEN DEALING WITH THE
JAFANESE MILITARY, AND ABOVE ALL, TO USE MY JUDGEMENT IN AVOIDING SUCH COM-
FLICATIONS AS MIGHT ARISE. LIEUTENANT MURAKAMI ASKED ME WHERE THE FANAY WAS
GOING,4ND | SA1ID TO A POINT UPRIVER TWENTY EIGHT MILES FROM MNANKING. HE THEM:
ASKED WHY WE WERE GOING THERE, TO WHICH | REPLIED,"TO KEEF CLEAR OF ARTILLER
FIRE.™ HE ASKED ME ABOUT THE THREE STANDARD O4L SHIPS, AND | |NFORMED HIM
THAT THEY WERE AMERICAN SHIFS UNDER MY PROTECTION. HIS NEXT QUESTION WAS
ABOUT THE CHINESE TROOPS HOLDING SOLIDLY, TO WHICH | SAID THAT THE UNITED
STATES WAS FRIENDLY TO BOTH JAPAN AMD CHINA, AND THEREFORE | COULD NOT GIVE
HIM ANY INFORMATION ABOUT THE CHINESE ARMY. TH1S CONVERSATION WAS W|TNESSED
8Y SECOND SECRETARY MR. GEORGE ATTCHESON, JUMIOR OF THE AMERICAN EMBASSY,
NANKING, CHINA, LIEUTENANT MURAKAMI THEM INVITED ME TO REFAY HIS CALL ASHORE
WHITH IRVITATION | RESPECTFULLY DECLINED, AT §953 THE JAPANESE TENDER CLEARE
THE SIDE.

B. AT 7954 THE PANAY AGAIN RESUMED HER WAY UP THE RIVER, AT 118¢ |
ANCHORED THE PANAY AT A POINT TWENTY MILES UPRIVER FROM NANKING, AND ABOUT
Two HUNDRED AND TWENTY ONE MILES ABOVE WOOSUNG, IN A BROAD, OPEN SPACE IN
THE RIVER. MY REASONS FOR ANCHORING THERE WAS SIMPLY TO KEEF OUT OF THE WAY
OF THE CONTENDING ARMIES; THIS LOCATION SEEMED HIGHLY DESIRABLE. WE WERE
EABILy yIS1GLE ESPECIALLY ACCOMPANIED A3 WE WERE BY THREE STANDARD OIL TANK-
ER§) JOR WILES AROUND, ON EVERY SIDE, 1T SEEMED UNLIKELY THAT ANY TROOPS

WOULR TRY TO CROSS THE RIVER IN OUR VICINITY, IN SELEGTING THIS sPoT, |
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FAGE THREE
HAD IN MIND NOT ONLY THE SAFETY OF THE PANAY AND THE EVACUEES WHOM SHE WAS
CARRYING, BUT ALSO THE SAGETY AND WELL BEING OF THE AMERICAN SHIPS IN THE
CONVOY, AMD THEIR PERSONNEL. IMMEDIATELY UPON ANCHORING, | POSTED SENTRY
LOCKOUTS FOR AIRFLANES AND TROOP MOVEMENTS, AT 137 | ALLOWED A PARTY OF
ABOUT EIGHT MEN TO VISIT THE MEIPING NEARBY FOR A GLASE OF BEER. THESE MEN
WERE STILL ON BOARD THE ME!PING WHEN THE ATTACK STARTED, ANG WERE, THEREFORE,
UNAELE TO RETURN TO THE SHIP,

6. AT ABOUT 1327 THE LOOKOUT CALLED DOWN THAT TWO PLANES WERE IN
SIGHT ABOUT FIFTEEN THOUSAND FEET. THE WEATHER WAS CLEAR WITH GO0D VISIBIL-
ITY AND NO WIND, THE PLANES WERE CLEARLY VISIBLE DEPITE THEIR ALTITUDE WHICH
MAY NOT HAVE BEEN AS REPCRTED TO ME; AT THAT TIME | HAD NO IDEA WHATSOEVER
THAT THE FLANES |NTENDED TO ATTACK US, ABOUT THIS TIME | WENT UP TO THE
ERIDGE WITH CGM JOHN LANG IN ORJER TO KEEF A BETTER LOOKOUT FOR FURTHER
FLANE AFPROACHES, ABOUT 1329 | LOOKED OUT THE DOOB 'OF THE ERIDGE TO FICK
UF AGAIN THE TWO PLANES | HAD ORIGINALLY SEEN, AND WAS ASTONISHED TO G.§-
COVER THAT BOTH WERE RAPIDLY LOSING ALTATUDE v & DIRECTION TOWARD US. AL~
MOST IMMEDIATELY THEY AFPEARED TO GO INTO POWER DIVES. LANG AND | BOTH
STEFPED INSIDE THE BRIDGE, AND ALMOST IMMEDIATELY, A BOMS SEEMED T0 STRIKE
DIRECTLY OVER OUR MEADE, RIPPING A BIG HOLE IN THE RDOF OF THE BRIDGE. |
LOST CONSCIOUSNESS FOR WHAT MUST HAVE BEEN ONLY A MINUTE OR TWO; WHEN |
CAME TO, | DISCOVERED MYSELF ON THE DECK OF THE BRIDGE , BADLY STUNNED WITH
WY HEAD COVERED. WITH BLOOUD, AND MY RIGHT LEG PAINFULLY INJURED AT THE HIP
MAKING IT IMPOSSIELE FOR ME TO RISE TO MY FEET. A MOLE HAD ALSO BEEN BROKEN
IN THE DECK OF THE BRIDGE NEAR WHERE LANG AND | HAD BEEN STANDING. | ASKED
LANG IF HE WERE INJURED, TO WHICH HE REPLIED, " NO, SIR.™ NOT BEING AELE TO
DETERMINE YHE EXTENT OF THE DAMAGE FROM THE {NSIDE OF THE BRIDGE, WHICH WAS
COMPLETELY WRECKED, | ASKED MIM TO PUT A LIFE JACKET ON ME AND HELP ME DOWN
TO THE SHIP'S GALLEY WHICH 15 ON THE MAIN DECK, AND A GOOD CENTRAL FOINT
FROM WHICH TO DIRECT OPERATIONS.® BEFORE | WAS ABLE TD REACH THE GALLEY,
WHICH WMSNBR WAS NECESSARILY A SLOW PROCESS ON ACCOUNT OF MY DISABLING
HOUND, | HEARD THE PANAY'S MACHINE GUNS FIRING, AND REALIZED THAT THE CREW
WAS CARRYING ON, PROBAELY UNDERTHE IMMEDIATE DIRECTION OF LIEUTENANT ANDERS,
WY EXECUTIVE OFFICER. AT THE GALLEY | SENT LANG, CQM, TO NOTIFY ALL OFFICERS
THAT | WAS IN THE GALLEY, INCAPACITATED, AND TO TELL THE ENGINEER OFFICER,
LIEUTENANT (JG) GEIST TO LET ME KNOW IF WE WERE TAK!NG WATER, AND ALSO IF
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f WE COULD GET THE SHIP UNDERWAY, AROUT THIS TIME | NOTICED MR. J. HALL FAXTON,

e — e — .

SECOND SECRETARY OF THE AMERICAN EMEASSY N CHINA, ®NE OF THE PASSENGERS,
ETANDING ON DECK JUST OUTSIDE OF THE EALLET.II ASKED HIM TO PLEASE COME IN
AND HOLD ME UP WHICH HE VERY KINOLY DID, REMAINING WITH ME THEREAFTER.

T. FROM THEN ON PLANES EOMBED un“nanrihunuaLr UNTIL ABOUT 1425.THEY
AFFPEARED TO BE ATTACKING US IN RELAYS OF TWO0 OR THREE EACH, THE FIRST GROUF
THAT CAME OVER, UIVE-BOMBED FROM A CONSIDERABLE ALTITUDE WHICH KEFT THEM
BEYOND RANGE OF OUR LEWIS MACHINE GUNS. LATER WHEN THE PANAY WAS VISIBLY
SMASHED-UP, THEY CAME MUCH CLOSER, AND NOT ONLY LET GO THEIR BOMES FROM LOW
ALTITUDES OF PERHAPS ONE OR TWO HUNDRED FEET, BUT ALS0 MACHINE-GUNNED OUR
DECKS, FIRING AS THEY CAME DOWN DIVING, | DISTINCTLY HEARD THEIR GUNS WHICH
HAD A DIFFERENT SOUND FROM THE PANAY'S. | WAS INFORMED AT THE TIME THAT THE
FLANES WERE JAPANESE NAVY PLANES, IDENTIFIED BY THEIR CHARACTERISTIC RED
CIRCLE, ACCORDING TO MY RECKONING, THE PANAY MUST HAVE RECEIVED ABOUT TWENTY
FOUR DIRECT HITS; | COULD NOT BELIEVE 1T WAS POSSIELE FOR SUCH A SMALL SHIF
TO RECEIVE SUCH DAMAGE AND STILL FLOAT. | WAS INFORMED LATER THAT THE FIRST
COMS wHICH DISABLED ME, ALSO FUT THE FORWARD THREE INGH GUN AND THE RADIO R
ROOM OUT OF ACTION, AND EBROUGHT DOWN THE FOREMAST.

8, AT 1358 THE SHIP AFPPEARED TO BE SETTLINE QUITE FAST. MEANWHILE,
BEFORE THE ENEINEER OFFICER COULD REACH ME TO GIVE ME A REPOAT ON THE STATUS
OF OUR PROPELLINE MACHINERY, | THOUGHT | HEARD A SHARF RUSH OF STEAM ES-
CAPING FROM OUR STEAMING BOILER. A MINUTE OR TWO AFTER THAT, ENSIGN EIWERSE,
THE COMMUNICATION OFFICER, CAME INTO THE GALLEY ANC STATED THAT THE SHI® WAS
PLAINLY SINKING, ANS ASKED IF HE SHOULD THROW OVERBOSRD THE GONFIDENTIAL FUB-
LICATIONS, | TOLD HIM TO GET THEM ALL OVERBOARD AS QUICKLY AS POSS|ELE. HE
DID HIS UTNOST TO THROW THE CONFIDENTIAL AND SECRET PAPERSOVEREOARD, SUT DO
NOT COMPLETE THE WORK BECAUSE OF THE REPEATED BOMEINE WHICH SEEMED TO BE FO-
CUSED IN THE WICINITY OF THE RAD'DROOM, | ALEO TOLD MIM TO SEND A SRCOND
MESSENGER FOR LIEUTENANT (JB) GEIST, THE ENGINECR OFFICER. LIEUTENANT GEIST
REBORTED SHORTLY THEREKFTERAND SAID WE COULD NOE GET UNDERWAY BECAUSE THE
STEAMING BOILER HAD BEEN RUFTURED, | THEREUPON TOLD HIM TO PUT THE HOMOLITE
PUMFS ON THOSECOMFARTMENTS WHICH SEEMED TO BE FILLING FASTEST. ENSIGN Die
WERSE RETURNED A FEW MINUTES LATER RO STATE THAT ALL THE HOMOLITE PUMES HAD
BEEN WRECKED BY BOMES,

9.ABOUT THIS TIME SOMEONE INFORMED ME THAT WE AFFEARED TO BE IN OAN-
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GER OF BEING RUN DOWN BY ONE OF THE SOCONY VESSELS,. | ﬁﬂT MR, PAXTON TO
CARRY ME TO THE DOOR OF THE GALLEY, ANC FROM WHAT | COULD SEE, | SUPPOSED
THAT THE VESSBEL WAS ATTEMPTING TO COME ALONGSIDE THE PANAY, PROBABLY TO
TAKE OFF OUR PERSONNEL, ABOUT THAT INSTANT ANOTHER STORM OF DOMES FELL BOTH
ON THE FANAY AND THE SOCONY SHIF; THE LATTER THEN ABANDONED HER ATTEMFT TO
HELF THE PANAY, IT SHOULD BE REMEMEERED THAT n';TM.‘.KING FLANES CONCENTRATED
ALMOET ALL THEIR EFFORTS ON THE PAMAY DURING AT LEAST THE FIRST HALF HOUR.

1#. THEN, BY 144g, IT SEEMED UNLIKELY TO ME THAT | SHOULD BE ABLE TO
SAVE THE SHIP. ABOUT 1472 ENSIGN BIWERSE RETURNED AND SAID HE THOUGHT WE
SHOULD ABANDON SHIF, ESPECIALLY AS HE THOUGHT THE JOE WOULD TAXE SOME TIME
nITH ONLY TWO SMALL BOATS,. ACCORDINGLY, | GAVE THE ORDER TO ABANDON SHIF,
AND TO START BY SENDING THE WORST WOUNDED ASHORE FIRST, BOATS CONTAINED
ONLY WOUNDED EXCEFT FOR THE BOATS CREWS, CEM MAHLMANN, AND SEVERAL OF THE
CREW THAT HAD NOT BEEN INJURED THEN CAME TO THE GALLEY TO PUT ME IN THE FIRST
BOAT. | PROTESTED AGAINST LEAVING THE BHIP AT THIS TIME, AND WAS MOST URWILLIN
TO DC SO;BUT, IT APPEAREDTHAT THEY DID NOT HEED &Y PROTEST BECAUSE OF MY CON-
DITION, WITH MR, PAXTON'S ASSIETANCE THEY CARRIED ME DOWN THE DECK, AND LAID BE
ME FLAT ONMY FACE ACROSS THE BOW OF THE MOTOR SAMFPAN,

11. JU ST BEFORE LEAVINE THE SHIF, | TOLD ENSIGN BIWERSE TO REMAIN
ON BOARD, TELLING LIEUTEMANT ANDERS AND THE OTHER OFFICERS THAT | WAS BEING
TAKEN ASHORE, AND THAT IF THE ATTACK SHOULD CEASE, | WANTED ENSICN BIWERSE
TO REMAIN ON BOARD WITH A SMALL DETAIL OF ABOUT S1X UNINJURED MEN TO DO WHAT
THEY COULD TO KEEF THE SHIP FROM GOING DOWN. AND THAT IN ANY CASE, ENSIGN
BIWERSE AND HIS DETAIL WERE TO BE THE LAST TO LEAVE. | KNEW AT THAT TIME THAT
ENSIGN BIWERSE WAS THE ONLY UMINJURED OFF|CER,ALTHOUGH SUFFERING FROM SHOCK,
AND HAVING MOST OF HIS CLOTHES ELOWN OFF, AND BELIEVED THAT LIEUTENANT AKDERS
AND LIEUTENANT (JG) GEIST WERE SUFFICIENTLY INJURED TO JUSTIFY THEIR LEAVING
THE SHIF BEFORE THE LAST EOATLOAD. ENSIGN EIWERSE LATER REFORTED TO ME ASHORE
THAT EVERYBODY WAS OFF THE BHIF, INCLUDING ALL THE PASSEEGERS, AND THAT HE HAD
KOT REMAINED BEHIND WITH HIS DETAIL BECAUSE HE WAS CONVINVED THE SHIP MIGHT
SINK AT ANY MINUTE, AMD FURTHERMORE, THAT THE BOMBING FLANES MIGHT RETUAN. |
AFPROVED HIS ACTION IN LEAVING THE SHIP AS 1T WAS 0BVIOUSLY IMPQSSIBLE TO SAVE
HER,AFEER ARR|VING ON SHORE, | WAS INFORMED BOTH THE MOTOR SAMPAN AND PULL-

— e —————
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IMG SAMPAN HAD BEEN MACHINE GUMNED EY THE ATTACK ML FLANES. SCUETIME
THEREAFTER | SEARD THE SOUND OF A WOTOR LAUNCE IM THE RIVER CLOGE TO
WHERE WE WERE HIDODEN IN THE REED3; THE LAUNCH ITAYZD IN OUR VICIKITY
A FEW VINUTES AND THE LEFT, | CANNOT SAY WHETHER OR MOT THEY ATTENFTED

TO SEARCH FOR U8 EBECAUSE | WAS KEEFING MY MEN OUT OF SIGHT AND HAD
DELIEERATELY LEFT NO DEERIS ON THE EEACH BY WHICH WE CCULD BE TRANCED.
BHORTLY AFTERWARDS A SECGND LAUNCH PASSED; WEANWHILE WHEM | CISCCVERED
THAT THE ath #WAS STILL AFLOAT, | SENT FCR ENBIGH EIWERSE AND TOLD HIM
TC TAKE THE UOTOR SANFAN AMD CROSE THE RIVER TO WHERE THE STANDARD DIL
YE38ELS HAD EEENM SEACHED 14 ORDER TO TRY TO GET 3TANDARD Q1L LAUMCHES
=6 TAKE THE PANAY 1% [dW AND BEACH HER, AT THiS TIuE | EXPLAINED TO
ENSICN EIWERSE THAT | &3NTED HIN TO CONSIDER HIMSELF AS EEING IN COLIAANG
OF THE HULK AND THE OPERATIONS TG MCVE HER, DECAUSE OF THE FRESENCE OF
THE JAFPAMESE LAUNCHES MENTIONED THIS DPERATION was HOT CARRIED OUT AN
WE ALL FELY THAT AN EFFORT wAS ZEIRG MADE YO EXTERMINATE LS.

12, AGBCUT THIS TIME THE FLANES STARTED BO0MEING THE 3TANDARD
1L VESSELS. AT 1425 THEY CEASED BOUWRING THE PAMAY ALTOGETHER wHICH AT
THAT TIAE AFFEARED LIKELY TO SiNK AT ALY IOMENT; IT SHOULD BE REWEMEERED
THAT THE COMEIKG PLANES FIRET CONCENTRATED THEIR ATTACK O THE FANAY.
IT WAE HILE THEY WERE EJVEING THE PANAY THAT Tw0 OF THE 3TANDARD OIL
VESSELS WERE AELE TO GET UNDERWAY AND BDEACH THEMSELVES.

12, WITH OMLY TG SWALL BOATS AVAILAELE IT TOOK MANY RETURN
TRIPS TO TLKE ALL THE PERSUMNEL OFF THE SHIP;STARTIRG AT 1445 WE COMPLETED
THE OPERATIONS AT A LITTLE AFTER 16P¢, SOMETIME EEFORE THE SHIF SANK
| HEARD THE KATTLE OF MACHINE GUNS AKD WAS INFOURMED THAT AN ARMED JAP=
ANESE BODAT WAS FIRINGE ON THE FANAY. | WAS SUBSEQUENTLY INFGRMEQ THAT
THIS S0AT HAD PUT SEVERAL MEN ON SOARD wHO REMAITNED UNMLY A FEw KINUTES
AND THEN LEFT. -1 WAS SHORTLY I|NFORMED THAT THE ZHIF SANK WiITH HER COLORS
STILL FLYING AT 155¢ TURKNING CVER TU STARBOARD,

14. WHILE ON BOARD THE RODAR OF ThE BGME EXFLOSIONS AND THE
PIECES OF DEERIS FLYIKC AROUND MADE IT IMPOSIICLE TO KEEF ANY HRI+TEU
RECORD ©OF THE VARIJUS HITS, THE OAMAGE SUSTAINED, gf THE INJURIES TC
FERSUNHEL, HOWEVER, THERE WAS APSCLUTELY MO Fhﬁlt. THE ORDERS | CAVE
WERE CARRIED OQUT EXACTLY. THE 3HIP HAD THE NORUAL YANGTZIE CGUNSOAT
GENERAL SUARTERS STATION BILL; WE HAD SFECIAL OETAILS FOR AIR DEFENSE
WHICH [NVOLYED USING ONLY OUR MACHINE GUNE IN CRUER TO AVDID QPENINMG
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THE HATCHES LEADING TO THE THREE INCH WAGAZINES. | WANTED TO PREVENT
RAVING THE SHIF BLOWN UP €Y HER OWN THREE IMCH POWDER. THE PANAY ALSO
HAD AN ABANDCW SHIP BILL; MY REASON FOR GIVING THE ORDER TO ADANDON SHIP
WAS THAT | OBSERVED THAT SHE WAS SETTLING DOWN BY THE HEAD TC STAR2CARD,
AND IT WAS REPORTED TO ME AS PREVIOUSLY NOTED THAT SHE MIGHT SINK AT AnY
MINUTEO. | FELT MY NEXT DUTY, IF | COULD NOT SAVE THE SHIP, WAS TO SAVE
THE LIVES OF AS MANY AS FOSSIBLE OF THE CREW AND PASSENGERS. THE HULL
HAD MANY HOLES WHEN ABANDONED AND WAS SHIPFING WATER RATHER RAFIDLY. IT
WOULD HAVE BEEN IMPOSSIELE TO GET THE SHIP UNDERWAY TO BEACH HER BECAUSE
HER STEAMING BOILER HAD BEEN RUPTURED, ALTHOUGHK | WAS TAKEN ASHORE IN
ONE OF THE FIRST BOATS WITH THE BADLY WOUNDED | CONSIDERED MYSELF IN
COMMAND OF THE SHIF AND CREW THROUGHOUT; AND WHEN | TURNED THE SHIF OVER
10 ENSIGN BIWERSE JUST BEFORE EEING PUT INTO THE BOAT, | DID 80 WITH

THE IDEA THAT HE WAS THE ONLY ASLE BODIED OFFICER LEFT wHO COULD REMAIN
GEHIND ANG INSURE THAT EVERY PERSON HAD BEEN REMOVED. | MEVER RELINQUISH-
ED COMMAND ALTHOUGH | WAS UNAEZLE TO SE IN MORE THAN ONE PART OF THE SHIP
ON-ACCOUNT ‘OF MY PHYSICAL CONDITION. LIEUTENANT ANDERS, MY EXECUTIVE
OFFICER, WITH GREAT COURAGE AND PERSEVERANCE MAINTAINED THE FIRE OF ALL
OUR MACHINE GUNS; ALTHOUGH HE HAD BEEN BADLY WOUNDED ALMOST IMMEDIATELY
'N THE THROAT, AND LATER IN THE ARM AND SOTH HANDS. HE WAS ABLE, HOu-
EVER, TO KEEP HIS FEET AND MAINTAINED ACTIVE CHARGE.

18, AE ALREADY MENTIONED | HAD MY MEN ABANDON SHIP IN THE

ORDER OF THE WORST WOUNDED. FIRST | SENY THE BOATS TO THE NEAREST LAND
WHICH WAS COVERED BY HIGH REEDS. | TOLD THE MEN THAT AFTER THEY REACHED
THE BEACH THEY WERE TO GET IN SHORE AND HIDE IN THE REEDS WITHOUT HOWEVER
GETTING TOU FAR SEFARATED. AFTER GETTING ALL THE MEN OFF THE SHIP AND

ON THE BEACH WE FOUND TwWD JAPAMESE FLANES FLYING FAIALY LOW CVERHEAD
AFPARENTLY LOOKING FOR THE PAMAY SURVIVORS. THE REEDS HOWEVER APPARENTLY
AFFORDED US SUFFICIENT COVER TO REMAIN UNSEEN. THESE FLANES SUEBSEQUENTLY
DEPARTED, BUT SHORTLY LATER BOMBING ATTACKS WERE MADE ON THE THO STANDARD
OIL VESSELS, WHICH WERE DY NOW BEACHED TN THE BANK OPFOSITE US. THE
THIRD STANDARD OJL VESSEL HAD ALREADY SEEN SUNK LY BOMES.
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16. MY PLAN FOR THE RETURMN OF ‘THE SHIPS COMPANY TO THE JURIG-
DICTION OF THE US NAVY WAS TO HAVE EVERYONE REMA'M UNDER COVER NEAR WHERE
WE HAD LANDED UNTIL AFTER CARK; THEM HAVE THE WORST wOUNDED LOADED Ok
BOARD A STANDARD OIL LAUNCH, WHICH WAS NEAR 4KD HAD BEEN ABANDONED BY
HER MATIVE CREW, AND TGUWED ARCUND TO THE MAINLAND. A SMALL SCOUTING
PARTY WHICH HAD BEEN SENT QUT TO CHECK UP OR THE BECGRAFHICAL SFOT ON
W ICH: E HAD. LANED REPORTED TO ME THAT WE WERE ON AN ISLAND.

17. LIEUTENANT ARTHUR €. ANDERS, MY EXECUTIVE OFFICER, WAS
BY THiS TIME BADLY WEAKENED FROM LOSS OF BLOOD, AND LIEUTENANT (JG)
GEIST WAS ALSO SADLY WOUNGED 1HITHE LESZ, ENSIGK BIWERSE HAD ESCAPED
ACTUAL INJURY BUT WAS SUFFERING SOVEWHAT FROM SHOCK. | FELT THAT UNDER
THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF OUR URGENT CONCITIOQN AND POSITICN THAT | SHOULD
UTILIZE THE EXFERIENCE AND WMATURE JUDGEMENT OF CAFTAIN FRANK N. ROBEATS,
US ARMY, THE ASSISTANT MILITARY ATTACHE TO THE AMERICAN EMBASSY IN CHINA,
WHO HAD COME ON ECARD AT NANKING. HE HAD ESCAFED INJURY AND WAS MOST
ANXIOUS AS AN OFFICEA TO ASSIST ME IN ANY WAY. #i3 ABILITY 70O SPEAK
CHIKESE WAS ALED A VALUAGLE FACTUR. | THEREFORE APFOINTED HIM AS MY
TMMED IATE REFRESENTATIVE TO TAXE ACTIVE PHYSICAL CHARSE UNDER MY DIRECT-
10N , AND SUCH ORDERS AS HE GAVE WERE AFTER CONBULTATION WITH ME AND BY
#Y AUTHORITY AND DIRECTION, | ALS0 ACKNOWLEQUE GRATEFULLY THE KIND ~ AND
EFFICIENT ASSISTANCE OF MR. ATCHESON. 1N THE SAME wWAY IT IS MY GRATEFUL
DUTY TO ADD THAT CAPTAIN ROCERTS SERVICES WERE ADSOLUTELY INVALUAELE AND
4T 15 IMPOSSIBLE FOR ME TG EXPRESS Wy FULL ABFRECIATION OF THEM. | AM
SURE THAT EVERY MEMBER OF THE PARTY WOULD AGREE THAT HIS EFFICIENCY,
KINDN-ESS, AND TACT AND HIS EXPERIENCE 1N H2NDLING AN OPERATION OF THIS
NATURE ON SHORE GREATLY CONTRIBUTED TO OUR FINAL ESCAPE. MR. ATCHESON,
"wau;atﬂa SPEAKS CHINESE, AGRECD AT MY REQUEST TO REMAIN WITH THE PARTY
70 FACILITATE DEALINGS WITH GHINLSE OFFIZIALE, '
: 18, AT ABOUT 1715 THE SECCND SECRETARY UF THE EMBASSY, MR. J.
HALL PAXTON WHQ ALSO SPEAKS CHINESE, LEFT QUR PARTY AT MY REQUEST TO TRY
To SET A MESSAGE THROUGH EITHER 8Y TELEFHUNE Of TELEGRAFPH TO THE AMERI-
CAN AMEASSADOR AT HANKOW INFOARWING HiM uF uUR PLIGHT,

T Sap————

e —_ i mae——

i




i
|
|

=

FAGE NINE

19, AS ALREADY MENTIONED AFTER DARK ALL ABLE BODIED MEN TRACK=
ED THE LAUNCH CARRYING THE WOUNDED ARQOUND THE LITTLE ISLAND ON WHICH WE
HAD FOUND OURSELVES CLOSE TO THE MAINLAND, IN THE MEANTIME MR, PAXTON
#HO HAD GONE ON AHEAD SENT BACK COOLIE CARRIERS FROM THE FIRST VILLAGE
AND THEY CARRIED OUR WOUNDED THERE. AT THIS VILLAGE WE ENSAGED MURE
CODLIES AND SET OUT #OR THE NEXT VILLAGE INLAND HOSHIEN, WHICH WAS §
MILES AWAY AND 3 WILES |NLAND FROM THE RIVER BANK. MY FLAN WAS TO TRAVEL
EY NIGHT ‘AND HIDE BY DAY. WHEN WE ARRIVED AT HOSHIEN ABOUT MIDNIGHT WE
WERE RECEIVED AND TREATED WITH THE GREATEST KINDNESS 8Y THE MAGIBTRATE
AND ALL THE CHINESE THERE, AND WERE QUARTERED IN THE HOSPITAL WHERE WE
REMAINED THROUGHOUT THE DAYLIGHT PERIOD. ON MONDAY, 13 DECEMBER, ENS-
JINGER STOREKEEPER FIRST CLASS, AND MR, SANDRO SANDRI, ITALIAN JOURNAL-
15T, GIED FROM THEIR INJURIES WHILE WE WERE THERE,
2@, AT DARK THAT EVENING 13 DECEMBER, WE SET OUT FOR THE NEXT TOWN
INLAND HANSHAN BY JUNKS WHICH CAPTAIN ROBERTS HAD ENGAGED. IT WAS WHILE
WE WERE AT HANSHAN APFROXIMATELY 12 MILES INLAND FROM THE LEFT NORTH
FANK THAT | RECEIVED WORD OF THE AMERICAN AND BRITISH GUNEOATS WHICH HAD
BEEM SENT TO ASSIST US, AND OF THE PRESENCE OF &4 JAPANESE GUNBODAT TO
GUARANTEE uS SAFETY FROM FURTHER ATTACKS. THE MAGISTRATE AND THE CHINESE
RESIDENTS OF THE SECOND VILLAGE WERE JUST AS HELPFUL AS THUSE OF THE FIRST
FINDING THE PARTY, AND RENDERING MED|CAL AID THEY WERE WILLING TO HAVE u$
IK SPITE OF THE FACT ‘THAT THEY THOUGHT AS WE DI1D, THAT OUR PRESENCE AMONG
THEM WOULD CRAW DOWN BOMEING ATTACKS FROM THE JAPANESE PLANES.
21. WE LEFT HANSHAN ABOUT 12¢¢ ON 14 DECEMBER IN THE 3AME
JUNKS IN WHICH WE HAD ARRIVED AND REACHED THE YANGTZE RIVER ABOUT 2745
THAT MIGHT, THE ENTIRE PARTY WAS ON BOARD THE USS OAHU AND HMS LADYRIRD
oY #1239 15 DECEMBER, i
22. ALL THE PASSENGERS WHO WERE ON EOARD THE FANAY WERE THERE
AT THEIR OWN REQUEST. | DO NOT KNOW WHAT LOSSES OF PERSONNEL PROFERTY
THEY MAY MAVE SUSTAINED OTHER THAN THEIR CAMERAS AND WHAT WAS COMTAINED
IN THEIR TRAVELLING BAGS EXCEPT IN THE CASE OF MR, PAXTON, WHO HAD PREV-
IOUSLY TURNED OVER TO ME A LOCKED ERYEF CASE WHICH | HAD HIDDEM EENEATH
MY BUNK; THE NATURE OF THE CONTENTS OF WHICH | WAS NOT INFORMED. MR,
FAXTOM HAD ALSO GIVEN ME FOR SAFE KEEFING A VALUABLE CHINESE VASE,
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UME OR MORE TRUNKB APIECE, '~ "

23, | HAVE WO COMPLAINT TO MAKE REGARDING THE CONDUCT OF ANY
OFFICER OR ENLISTED WAN. OR ANY PASSENGER. IN WY OFINION EVERYONE ACTED
WITH. FINE COURAGE AND INITIATIVE, | CONSIDER THAT THE ACTION CF Wy
GFFICERS AND CREwW IN ATTEWFTING TO RETURM THE ‘FIRE, RENDERING FIRST
AID, SAFELY EVACUATING ALL PERSONNEL, TRANSPORTATING N WOUNDED,
KEEP ING tuuHHEn,:mu RETURNING A% DME PARTY WITH THE DEAD AND WOUNDED
'8 SUFFICIENT EVIDENCE UF THEIR COURAGE, DISCIFLINE, AND FORTITUDE. 1

M ESSRS, ATCWESON, PAXTON, AND GASSIE Ano. mmm ROBERTS KAD, | BELISVE, I
|

e

KEENLY REGRET THAT MY OWN INJURY PREVENTED VE. FROW OESERVING IND IV IDUAL
ACTS OF cuunnsfuug CONDUCT "OF WHICH | FEEL CERTAIN UNDER T=E CYRCUMSTANCES i
EVZRY OFFICER AND'MAN PERFORMED EUTH WHILE ON BOARD SHIF AND DURING THE _ }
SUBSEQUENT TRAVELLING ASHONE. | WAS FARTICULARLY ig#EES;Eu BY, HND
GRATEFUL FOR, THE MIGH MORALE ANDCHESRFUL AND FAITHFUL MAMNER IN WHICH
MY OFFICERS AND MEN ASSISTED ONE AMUTHER, 1 OEEM \T B DUTY HOWEVER To
COMMENT PARTICULARLY UPOM THE COGL &nD ﬂ&uaﬁﬁféuu CONOUCT _OF LIEUTENANT
ARTHUR F. ANDERS, MY EXECUTIVE OFFICER, WHO THOUGH WOUNDED 1K SEVERAL
FLACES, UNABLE TO SPEAK, AND SUFFERINC SEVERE LSS OF 5L00D; KEFT HIS
FEET, DIRECTED THE FIAS, AND SUPERVISED THE ABANDON SHIP. HIS conoueT
WAS AN INSFIRATION TO ALL HANDS, | ALS0 COMSIDER THAT LIZUTENANT CLAHK
G. GRAZIER, MEDICAL CORSS, US MAVY, THE ONLY DOCTOR WHO WAS FUATUNATELY
NOT WOUNDED DISPLAYED COOLNESS, ASILITY, 440 RESOURCCFULLNESE wiITH HIS
TREATVENT OF THE MANY WOUNDED; BOTH wdlLE UNDER FIRE ABUARD SHIP AKD
UN DER VERY DIFFICULT CONDITIONS ASHORE. HIS UNTIRING EFFGRTE AND
PROFEISICNAL SKILL UNDCUATEDLY CONTRIGUTED GREATLY TQ REDUCE THE SERIGUS. -
KESS OF THE INJURIES,

B4, THE CASUALTIES TO PERSONNEL 3USTAINED On BUARD THE FANAY
OR IN OPEN 3AMPANS AFTER ABANDONING SHIP WERE AS FOLLOWS: DEAD: CHARLES
L. ENSWINGER STOREEEFER FIRST CLASS, EDCAR 6. HULSEBUS COXSWAIN, MR,
EANDRD BANR! ITALIAN JOURNALIST; SERIQUSLY INJURED: JAMES J. HUGHES
LIEUT. C?HMAHHER. ARTHUR F. ANDERS, LIEUT, , JoMN W, GEIST LIEUT, (ug),

JOHN H, LANE CHIEF QUARTERMASTER, CARL H 2IRK ZLECTRICIANS MATE FIRST
CLASS, ALEX KOZAK MACHINISTS MATE SECUND CLAS5, PERES D. ZIGLER SHIPS
COUK THIRD CLASS, NEWTON L, DAVIS FIREMAN FIAST CLABS; MINOR INJURIES:
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CHARLES S, ADAMS RADIOMAN BECOND CLASS, TONY EARBA SHIPS COOK THIRD CLASS,
JOHN A. BOMNKOSK! EI;*MHEHS MATE THIRD CLASS, ERMEST C., BRANCH FIREMAN FIRST
CLASS, RAYMOND L. BROWNING ELEETRICHHS MATE THIRD CLASS, WALTER CHEATHAM
COXEWAIN, THOLAS A CﬂLm:ﬁ CHIEF FHARMACIGTS MATE, JOHN A, DIRNHUFER
SEAMAN FIRST CLASS, YUAN T. ERH MESS ATTENDANT FIRST CLASS, FRED ©.
FICHTENMAYER CARPENTERS UATE FIRST CLASS, EWERY F. FISHER CHIEF WATER-
TENDER, MICHAEL GERENT MACHINISTS MATE SECOND GLASS, CECIL 6. GREEN
SCAMAN FIRST CLABS, JOHM L. HODGE FIREMAN FIRST CLATS, FOM B. HUFFMAN
WATERTEMDER SECGND CLASS, H, JOHNESON MACHINISTS MATE SECOND CLAS3, M.
KERSKE COXSWAIN, PETER H. KLUMPERS CHIEF MACHINISTS MATE, WiLLiad P,
LANDER SEAMAN FIRST CLASS, ERNEST R. MAHLMANN CH{EF unﬁTEnA|ws MATE,
MILLIAM A, MCCABE FIREMAN FIRST CLASS, STANLEY W. MCECWEN SEAMAN FIRST
CLASS, JAMES K. PECK QUAATERMASTER SECOND CLASS, REGINALD P. PETERSON
01 OMAN SECOND CLASS, VERNON F. PICKETT CHIEF MACHINISTS WATE, KINa
F. SUNG MESS ATTENDANT FIRST CLAS5, HARRY 8, TUCK SEAMAN FIRST CLABS,
GLED E. WAXLER BOATSWAINS WATE SECOND CLASSE, JOHN T. WEBER YEOMAN TIRST
PLASS, RCEERT R, HEBARD FIREMAN FIRST CLASS, KEMMETH J. RICE ELECTRICIANS
*ATE THIRD CLASS, CHARLE3Z £. SCHROYER SEAMAMN FIRST CLASS, FAR Z. WONG WESS
ATTENDANT FIRST CLASS, CLARK G. GRAZIER LIEUT (MC), DENMIS H, EIWERSE
ENSIGN. THE FOLLOWING CIVILUAN PASSENGERS WERE SERIOuSLY INJURED: EWILE
GASSIE EMBAS3Y CLERK, JAMES MARSHALL COLLIERS CORRESFONDENT; MINOR INJURIES:
J. HALL PAXTON SECOND SECRETARY, ROY SQUIRES CHINA INPORTING AND EXFORTING,
FOLLOWING CIVILIAN ON BOARD WEIFINE KINCR INJURIES, F.H. VINES ERITHSH
AMERICAN TOBACCO; FOLLOWING CIVILIAN ON BOARD MEIHSIA DEAD, C.H. CARLEON
MASTER.

SIGMED  JAMES J, HUGHES,

COURT OF INQUIRY HAS FINISHED TAKING TESTIMONY, AS 300
RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS (9 RECEIVED FINDIMGS WILL BE FORWARDEC EY RADIO
IN FLAIN LANGUAGE.
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0013 FOLLOW/NG RECEIVED FROM MMS BEE QUOTE ONE FIVE NAUGHT NTUGHT
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FROM : COMYANGPAT
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UR PERSONNEL IN/BEHFEN BY TELEGRAPH THAT HMS BEE 1S IN VICINITY PERION OAHI
ENRUUTE WUHU SHEUL™ ARRIVE TOMMORROW MORNING UNLESS PELAYE"™ BY INSECURE

GATION PERIO® WILL MESPATCH HER TO HBHSIEN (1#¢) SHORTLY AFTER ARRIVAL

N® AFTER NOTIFICATIGN OF HER MISSION 1S GIVEN TO LECAL JAP AUTHORITIES IN

HU 1998 13 ACTION(4)
g5 16A 11 16(6)
19 2§ 38 PX CWO STATE WARCORPS (2)

THIS HAS BEEM RELAYED STATE DEPT
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

|
II.

rr-*;i_'f December 18, 1937.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE CHIEF OF CPERATIONS

Please note enclosed - "Ship
sbandoned at 1406, Before vessel
sank was uﬂtm .'II"::' g
Japanese army mo [ ] 88 Orew
boarded m-t IIH and left before
veesel sank." Please have cheok-up
made on these statements. Also, I
should like to know whether any guns
were Tired from the PANAY,

F. D. R.

State Department No. 0016 - Clncaf.



huﬂtﬂguuth NAVY DEPARTMENT
[
OFFICE OF OHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
WASHINGTON

17 December 1937

Dear Mr, President:

Replying to your memorandum of yesterday
this Department received on 16 Decsmber radio reports
from the USS OAHU containing the following information:

At the time of the first alrplane attack all
ships were at anchor. The Standard 011 ships succeeded
in getting under way after the first attack but the PANAY
was hit forward took a list to port and down by the head
sinking in about one hour., The plenes made a number of
attacks with bombs and machine guns. Colors were dis-
played by all four ships with a flag at the gaff and two
large flags displayed horlizontally on the upper awnings.

The attacking force consisted of three heavy
bombers and six light bombers. The heavy bombers dropped
three bombs from an undetermined altitude and then pro-
ceeded down river. The light bombers dive bombed and
machine gunned the ships. The first heavy bomb fell
fifteen feet off the port bow of the PANAY, making a
hole in the bow, wreecking the bridge and wounding the
Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Commander Hughes. The
second heavy bomb hit the PANAY demolishing the radio
room and surrounding spaces. During these attacks the
orew manned their machine guns returning the fire but
their projectiles passed through non vital parts of the
planes. After these attacks on the PANAY bombs were
dropped on the Standard 0il Company's vessels, apparently
with the general plan of concentrating on the armed ves-
gsel before undertaking to destroy the others.

Survivors from the PANAY landed in boats
during which time diving planes from low altitude at-
tacked the boats with machine guns wounding two men in

the boets.

Before the PANAY sank and after it was
abandoned by its ocrew two Japanese Army motor boats
sprayed the ship with machine gun fire, boarded it and
remained on board about five minutes, the United States
flag at that time still flying and easily distinguished.



After the crew reached shore planes re-
peatedly flew over the area with the apparent purpose
of exterminating the survivors who hid their wounded
and scattered to such shelter as could be found.

At dusk the survivors assembled, proceeded
to a farm house where stretchers were improvised for the
wounded, and then walked about five miles to the town
of Hohsien.

I noted at once that the PANAY remained
afloat about an hour after the crew left, and must as-
sume that the bomb demage and the 1list resulting there
from were so serious as to make further defensive ef-
fort ineffective.

We have directed Admiral Yarnell to make a
full report by despatch, which report may be expected
very soon after Admiral Yarnell makes contact with the
survivors, including the wounded Captain and Executive,
now enroute to Shanghai on board the USS QAHU and

HMS LADYEIRD,
Most respectfully,

& Fl

W

\

The President,
The White House,



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 18, 1937.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

I note your telegram to Johnson
agking him for his recommendatlon in
regard to withdrawing from Hankow to
Canton. My personal slant 1s that he
ought not to withdraw. If it 18 ad-
visable for him to leave Hankow because
1t may be attacked or isolated, he
ghould then move even further inland,
keeping contact with whatever is left
of the Chinewe government.

F. D. R.
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s 23 DECEMBER, 1937,

i FROM: = THE COMMARDER IN CHIEF ASIATIC FLEET,
T0 & THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY,

THE FOLLOWING ARE FINDING OF FACTS OF THE GOVRT OF INQUIRY
ORDERED TO INVESTIGATE THE DOMBING AND §INKINE OF THE 138 PAVAY.

THE COMRT WAS COMPOSED OF CAPTAIN M V MCKITYRICK, COUMMANDER
M L DEYD, LIGUTENANT COMMANDER A € J SABALOT, MEWBERS, AND LIE'TENAMT
€ J MITING JIDGE ADVOCATE, THE FINDINGS ARE APPROVED,

THE RECORD OF THE CO'RT WILL UE FORW/RDED T0 THE DEPARTMENT LY
AIRMAIL LEAVING MANILA ABOV'T TVENTYNINE DECEMEER .

THE COMRT FIMDE AS FoLLOWS

i'l] THAT ON DECEMBER 12 1937 THE "BS PAMAY A 'NIT oF THE YANGTZE PATIPL
OF THE S AS|ATIC FLEET WAS DPERATING MMDER LAWFIL ORDERS ON THE YAMGTZE

RIVER .

(2) THAT THE |MMEDIATE MISSINN 0F THE "83 PANAY WAS Tn PROTECT MATIDNALS
MAINTAIN COMMYNICATION BETWEEN THE 'S EMBASSY NANKING AND NFFICE THE
AMEASSADOR AT HANKOW PROVIDE A TEMPORARY NFFICE FOR THE 'S EMBASSY STAFF
DR ING THE TIME WHEN NAMKING WAS GREATLY SNDANSERED BY MILITARY OPEIAT|nnS
_MID TD AFFORD A REFMGE FDR AMERICAN AND DTHER FDREIGN HAT IONALS .

[3} THAT D"E TO INTENSIVE SHELL FIRE ARDNUND NMAMKING THE "85 PAMAY HAD
CHANGED BERTH SEVERAL TIMES To AVOID BEING HIT AND ON THE MOINING 0OF DECEM-
BER 12 1937 FORMED A COMVDY OF SDCONY OIL COMPANY VESSELS FINCIPALLY THE 43
MEIPING MEIHSIA AND METAN AMD PROCEEDED VPRIVER .

{4) THAT ADEQUATE STEPS WERE TAKEN AT ALL TIMES TO ASS'™ME THAT THE

5 JAPANESE A'THORITIES WERE INFORMED OF THE WOVEMENTS OF THE 1183 PANAY .

(S) THAT In ADDITION HER REGUALR COMPLEMENT THE 85 PANAY HAD 0N LeAR
AT THIS TIME FO'R MEMBERS OF THE AMERICAN EMBASSY STAFF FO'R AMERICAM HATjon-
ALS  AND FIVE FOREIGN NATIONALS , .
' [6) THAT AT #947 WHILE STANDING "PRIVER THE 1'SS PANAY STORPED IV
" RESPONSE To A SICNAL FROM A JAPAVESE LANDING EOAT A JAPANESE AUMY E0ARDING

NFFICER WITH S1ARD WENT nM BOARD AND WAS INFORMED THAT THE 1SS PANAY AnD

CONVOY WERE PROCEEDING To ANCHORAGE TWEMTY EIGHT MILES AGOVE NARKING mo

WARNING WAS GIVEM OF AMY DANGER LIMELY TO BE ENCATMTERED .

(7) THAT AT ABO'T ELEVEN HUNDRED DECEMBER 12 1537 THE 1'83 PANAY AND

CONVOY ANCHORED IN THE YANGTZE RIVER IM A COMPACT GROMP AT ABONT WILEAGE

THO HUNDRED TWENTY ONE ABDVE WAnS'NG TWEMTY SIGHT MILES AGOVE AWk (uo |
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(8) THAT THE 1'03 PANAY WAS PAINTED WHITE Wiww 2UF UPPER WORKS AN
STACKS AND DISPLAYED Tio LARGE HORIZONTAL FLAGS ON HER "'PPER DECK
AWMINGS PLY'S LARGE COLOAS AT HER G, ,

(9) THAT THE SOCONY VAC!'W 5HIPS MEIPING MEIHSIA AND MEIAN EACH DI8=
PLAYED N'MERD!S HORIZONTAL AND VERTICAL AMERICAN FLAGS OF ALL LARGE SI2E,

(18) HAT AT THIRTEEN THIRTY THE CREW OF THE "'S3 PANAY WERE EMGAGED IN
NOAMAL SUNDAY ROVTINE AND WERE ALL ON BOARD EXCEPT A VISITING PARTY OF
EIGHT MEN 0N BoARD THE 33 MEIPING ,

{11) THAT AT ABD"T THIRTEEN THIRTY EIGHT THREE LARBE JAPANESE TWIN
MOTORED PLANES IN A VEE FORUAT |ON WERE DBSERVED AT A CONSIDERABLE HEIGHT
PASSING DVERHEAD DOWNRIVER AT THIS TIME NO OTHER CRAFT WERE IN THE MEAR
VICINITY OF THE PAMAY AND CONYDY AMD THERE WAS ND REASOM TO BELIEVE THE
SHIPS WERE IN A DANBERD''S AREA .

(12) THAT WITHOMT WARNIME THESE THREE JAPANESE PLANES RELEASED SEVERAL
BOMES DNE OR TWO NF WHICH STRVCK ON OR VERY CLOSE To THE S0W OF THE 88
PANAY AND ANDTHER WHICH BTRNCK 0N OR VERY CLOSE TO THE &5 MEIMINE ,

(13) THAT THE BOMBS OF THE FIRST ATTACK DID COMSiDERABLE LAWAGE To THE
1S5 PANAY DISAELING THE FORWARD THMREE INCN GUN.SERIOV'SLY INJYMINE THE
CAPTAIN AND ATHERS WRECKING THE PILOT HOMSE AND 31CK DAY DISABLING THE
RADID EQMIPMENT THE STEAMING FIREROOM 30 THAT ALL POWER WAS LOST AND
CA'SING LEAKS IN THE MMLL WHICH RESVLTED IN THE SHIP SETTLING DOWN BY THE
HEAD AND LISTIMG TO STARBOARD THEREBY CONMTRIDVTING FIWDAMENTALLY TO THE
SINKING DF THE SHIP,

[14) THAT IMMEDIATELY THEREAFTER A GRO"P oF 31X SINGLE EMEIMED PLANES
ATTACKED FROM AHEAD DIVING SINGLY AMD APPEARING TO CONCENTRATE oM THE
188 PANAY A TOTAL OF ABONT TWENTY EOMBS WERE DROPPED MANY STRIKING CLOSE
ABNARD AND CREATING BY FRAGMENTS AND CONC''SS|ONS SREAT DAMAQGE Tp SHIP
AMD PERSONMEL THESE ATTACKS LASTED ABO"T TWENTY MINUTES D'RIME WHICH TIME
AT LEAST TWo OF THE PLANES ATTACKED ALSD WiTH MACHINE GUNS OME MACHINE aniN
ATTACK WAS DIRECTED AGAIMST A SHIPS BpAT BEARING WOUNDED ASHORE CAMZING
SEVERAL FITITHER Wp!'NDS AND PIERCING THE BOAT WITH BMLLETS ,

(15) THAT DURING THE ENTIRE ATTACK THE WEATHER WAS CLEAR WITH HIGH
VISIBILITY AND LITTLE IF ANY WIND .

{16) THAT THE PLANES PARTICIPATING IM THE ATTACKS ON THE 1'S8 PANAY AND
IT3 CONVDY WERE "NMISTAKIMGLY IDENTIFIED BY THEIR MARKINGS AS BEING
JAPANESE ,
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{17) THAT IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE FIRST Bpuwe STRVCK AIR DEFENSE STATINNS
PERE MANMED THE THIRTY CALIBER MACHINE G"NS DATTERY OPEMED FIRE AND
ENEAGED THE ATTACKING PLANES THRNMGHOU'T THE REMAINDER oF THE ATTACK .

THE THREE INCH BATTERY WAS MDT WAMNED MPR WERE ANY THREE INCH SHELLS FIRED
AT AMY TIME ., THIS WA3 N ACCORDANCE WITH THE SHIPS AIR DEFEMSE BILL .

(18] THAT CURINE THE GOMBING MANY WERE INJVYRED BY FLYING FRASMENTS AND
CONCI'SSION AND ALL S"FFERED 3HOCK ON THE FIRST GOME, THE CAPTAIN S!'FFERED
A BROKEN HIP AND SEVERE SHOCK ; SDON THEREAFTER LIEMTEMANT ANDERS EXECITIVE
OFFICER WAS WnPNDED BY FRAGMENTS IM THRNAT AMD HANDS LOSING POWER OF SPEECH: 3
LIEUTENANT JE GIEST ENGINEER OFFICER RECEIVED FRAGMENTS IN THE LEG ;

ENSIEN BIWERSE HAD CLOTHIMG BLDWN oFF AND WAS SEVERELY SHOCKED . THIS
INCLYDED ALL THE LINE OFFICERS nF THE 3H|P THE CAPTAIM BEING DISABLED ,THE
EXEC'TIVE PFFICER CARRIED ON HIS DUTIES GIVING ORDERS IN WRITING .ME I8SVED
INSTRUCTIONS To S8EC'RE CONFIDENTIAL PUELICATIONS TO GET '"MDERWAY AND TO
BEACH THE SHIP EXTENSIVE DAMAGES PREVENTED GRETTING I'NDERWAY .

{19) THAT AT ABo"'T FOVUATEEN HVMORED BELIEVING 1T IMPDSSIBLE Tp SAVE THE
SHIP AND CONSIDERING THE M''MBER oF Wo'WDED AND THE LENGTH oF TIME NECESSARY
To TRANSFER THEM ASHORE IN TWD SwALL BpATS THE CAPTAIN ORDERED THE SHIP To
BE ABANDONED THIS WAS COMPLETED BY ABOMT FIFTEEN H'NDRED BY THIS TIME THE
MAIN DECK WAS AWASH AND THE PAMAY APPEARED Tp BE SINKING .

{28} ALL SEVERELY "oMNDED WERE TRAMSFERRED ASHORE IN THE FIRST TRIPS THE
CAPTAIN PROTESTED IM HIS pWN CASE ; THE EXEC"TIVE DFFICER VHEM MD LOMGER
ABLE To CARRY oN DME TO Wo''ND3 , LEFT THE 3HIP ON THE MEXT TD THE LAST TRIP ¢
AND ENSIGN BIWERSE REMAINED 'NTIL THE LAST TRIP .

(21) THAT AFTER THE PANAY HAD BEEN ABAMOOMED MAHLMAN CBM AND WEIMERS M
FIRST RETV'RNED To THE PANAY IN ONE oF THE SHIPS BpATS To oBTAIN STORES AnD
MEDICAL SMPPLIES WHILE THEY WERE RETYRNING TO THE BEACH A JAPANESE POWER
EDAT FILLED WITH ARMED JAPANESE SOLDIERS APPROACHED CLOSE TO THE PAMAY
OPENED FIRE WITH A MACHINE G''"N WENT ALONG 3IDE BOARDED AND LEFT WiTHIN
FIVE MIN'TES .

(22) THAT AT FIFTEEN FIFTY Fo''R THE "85 -PMH SHORTLY AFTER THE JAPANESE
BOARDING PARTY HAD LEFT ROLLED OVER To STARBODARD AND SANK IN FROM SEVENM
TO TEM FATHOMS OF WATER APPROXIMATE LATITVDE 34 -44 = 37 NORTH LONGITVDE
11T = 2T EAST . PRACTICALLY MO VALVAELE GOVERNMENMT PROPERTY WAS SALVAGED ,



(23) THAT AFTER THE PANAY SVRVIVORS HAD REACHED THE LEFT CANK OF THE
R1YER THE CAPTAIN IN VIEW OF HIS DWN INJURIES AND THE INJVRIES AND SHOCK
SUSTAINED BY H13 REMAINING LINE 0FFICERS AND THE OENERAL FEELING THAT
ATTEMPTS WovLD DE WADE To EXTERMINATE THE S'RVIVARS ; REQUESTED CAPTAIN
F N RODERTS 'S ARMY , YHO WAS NOT IMJURED AND YHO WAS FAMILEAY WITH LAND
OPERATIONS AND THE CHINESE LANGUAGE , Tp ACT 'NDER HIS DIRECTIONS A8 HIS
JWMEDIATE REPRESENTATIVE . CAPTAIN ROBERTS FINCTIONED IN THIS CAPACITY
WNTIL THE RETURN OF THE PANAY3 CREW ON BOARD THE 135 OAHM ON FIFTEEN
DECEMBER 1937 PERFORMING O!'TSTANDING SERVICE .

(24) THAT MESSRS ATCHESCN ANMD PAXTON NF THE "3 EMEASSY STAFF REMDERED
WIGHLY VALI'ABLE SERVICES ON SHORE WHERE THEIR KMOWLEDGE OF THE COT™TRY AUD
LANG!AGE COVPLED WITH THEIR RESDVRCEFULLMESS AND So'ND ADVICE CONTR ILVTED
LARGELY TO THE SAFETY 0F THE PARTY . ‘

(25) THAT AFTER SOME FIFTY HOURS ASHORE DURING VHICH TIME THE ENTIRE
PARTY SUFFERED MI'CH HARDSHIP AND EXPOSI'RE , SOMEWHAT MITIGATED BY THE
KINDLY ASSISTANCE OF THE CHINESE , THEY RETVRNED AND BOARDED THE 1§ oA
AND HMS LADYBIRD .

(26) THAT FROM THE BEGINNING DF AN VNPRECEDENTED AND "WLOOKED FOR ATTACK
oF CREAT VIDLENCE 'TIL THEIR FINAL RETURN ; THE SHIPS COMPANY AND PASS-
ENGERS DF THE 1'$S PANAY WERE SUBJECTED Tn GRAVE DANGER AND CONTINIO"M'S HARDC
sHIP THEIR ACTION MNDER THESE CONDITIONS WAS IN KEEPING WITH THE BEST
TRADITIONS OF THE MAVAL SERVICE .

{27) THAT AMONG THE PANAY PASSENGERS MR SANDRA SANDRI DIED OF HIS INJURIE
AT THIRTEEM THIRTY THIRTEEN DECEMBER MESSERS J HALL PAXTON EMILE GASSIE At

ROY SQUIRES WERE Wo''NDED .
{28) THAT EARLY IN THE criEINE ATTACKS THE STANDARD nIL VESSEL GOT "HDER

WAY , MEIPING AND MEISHA SECVRED TD A PONTDON AT THE KAIY'"AN WHARF AND THE
MEIAN WAS DISABLEC AND BEACHED FYRTHER DOWN THE RIVER ON THE LEFT BANK
ALL THESE SHIPS RECEIVED INJ'RIES D'RING THE FIRST PHASES OF THE BOME ING.
SER10"S FIRES ON THE MEIFING WERE EXTINGI'ISHED BY THE PAMAY VISITING PARTY
OF EIGHT MEN WHp WERE VWABLE To RETM@N TO THEIR SHIP .
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(29) THAT /FTER ATTACKS 0N THE PANAY HAD CEASED THE MEIPING AND MEISHIA
WERE FURTHER ATTACKED BY JAPANESE BCMOING PLANES SET oM FIRE AND DESTROY=
ED, J"ST PREVIANS TO THIS BoMBING JAPANESE ARMY HITS 7N SHORE NEAR THE
WHARF ATTEMPTED TO AVERT TH1S BOMEING BY WAVING JAPANESE FLAGS THEY WERE
DT SUCCESSFUL AND RECEIVED SEVERAL CASMALTIES , IT I8 KNOWN THAT CAPTAIN
CAILION 0OF THE MEIAN WAS KILLED AND THAT MESSRS MARSHALL VINES PICKERING
AND SOVIRES WERE WOUMDED . CASVALTIES AUONG THE CHIMESE CREVS OF THESE
VESSELS WERE WWERMV'S BM'T CANNDT BE FULLY DETERMINED .

(3¢) THAT THE FoLLOWING MEMBERS OF THE PANMAY CREW LANDED ON SHORZ FROM
THE MEIPING AFTER VAINLY ATTEMPTING T EXTING''ISH nIL AMD GASOLINE FIRES
ol BoARD ; V F PUCKETT CMM J A CRANES @M FIRST J A DIRNHCLFER SEAMAN FIRST
T A COLEAN CPHM J A GOMKOWSK! GM THIRD R L BPRWINE EM THIRD J L HEDEC
FIREWAN FIRST AND W T HOYLE MM SECONMD , THESE MEM ENCO'NTERED JAPANESE
SOLDIERS DN SHORE WHO WERE NOT HOSTILE oM LEARNINE THEY WERE AMERICANS .

(31) THAT ALL oF THE PANSY CREW FROM THE MEIPINE EACEPT v L HNDGE
FIREMAN FIRST REMAINED IM ONE GRCIU'P ASHORE !MTIL THE FOLLOWING DAY WHEN
THEY WERE RESC'ED Y HMS BEE , HODGE MADE H|S WAY TH W'HI' AND RETVRNED
SHANGHA| VIA JAPANESE NAVAL PLAME DN FOURTEEM DECEMBER .

{32) THAT IN SEARCHIMG FOR AND RESC!'ING THE S'RVIVORS REAR ADMIRAL HOLT
AN AMD THE DFFICERS AND MEN OF HuS BEE AND HMS LADYBIRD RENDERED MOST
VALI'ABLE ASSISTANCE "MDER TRYING AMD DIFFICULT CONDITIONS THEREBY SHOWING
A FINE SPIRIT OF HELPFULNESS AND CDOPERAT oM ,

{33) THAT CHARLES L EMSMINGER SC FIRST DIED AT THIRTEEN THIRTY THIRTLEN
DECEMBER AT HOHSIEN CHINA FROM Wo'MDS RECEIVED DVRING THE EfMEING rF THE
1138 PAMAY AND THAT H1IS DEATH PCCYRRED IM LIME OF DU'TY NOT THE RESULT OF
HIS M MISCoNMCT .

(34) THAT EDGAR & HU'LSEBMS COXSWAIN DIED AT ZERD S1X THIRTY NINETEEM
DECEMBER AT SHAMGHAI CHIMA FROM Wn'WDS RECE|VED D'RING THE BOME|MG oF THE
155 PANAY AND THAT HIS DEATH DCCYRRED IN LINE OF DVTY MOT THE RESULT OF HiS
nEM MISCONDUCT

(35) THAT LIE'TENANT COMMANDER JAMES J HVGHES ,LIEVTEMANT AQTHUR F
ANDERS , LIE'TENANT (JG) JOHN W GIEST ,JOHN H LAND CQW ,RDBERT R HEBARD
FIREMAN FIRST , KENNETH J RICE EM THIRD , CARL H BIRK EM FIRST ,CHARLES
SCHROYER SEAMAN FIRST , ALEX KOZAK MM SECOND , PERES 0 ZIEGLER SC THIRD ,
AND MEWTOM L DAYIS FIREMAN FIRST , WERE SER|0"'SLY IMJI'RED IM LINE OF DUTY
HDT THE RESULT oF THEIR oWN WISCOND'CT ,

(36 )} THAT LIEVTEMAMT CLARK 6 GRAZIER MC , ENSIGM DEMIS H BIWERSE




CHARLES S ADAMS RI! SECOMD , TONY DARBA SC THIRD , JOHN A CONKOWSK! GM
THIRD , ERMEST C BRANCH FIREMAN FIRST , RAYMOND L BROWNING EM THIRD ,
WALTER CHAETHAM COXSVAIN , THOMAS A COLEMAN CPHI! , JOHN A dRNHOLFEﬂ

SEAMAN FIRST , Y'AN T ERH MATT FIRST ,FRED 6 FiCHTENMAYER CM FIRST , EMERY
F FISHER CWT , MICHAEL GEREANT MM SECOND ,CECIL B GREEN SEAMAN FIRST ,
JOHN L HODGE FIREMAN FIRST , FON B HU'FFMAN WT SECOND ,KARL H JOHNSON

MM SECOND , CARL H KRESKE CPXSWAIN , PETER H KL'MPERS CWM ,WILLIAM P LANDER
SEAMAN FIRST ,ERNEST R MAHLMAN COBM , ILLIAM A MCCABE FIREMAN FIRST STANLEY
W MCEOWN SEAMAN FIRST , JAMES H PECK QM SECOND , REGINALD PETERSON RM
SECOND VERNON F PU'CKETT CMit , KING F SUNG MATT FIRST ,HARRY S TI'CK SEAUAN
FIRST , CLED E WAXLER OM SECOND , JOHN T WEBER YEOMAN FIRST , AND FAR £
WOMG MATT FIRST , WERE SLIGHTLY INJURED IN LINE OF D'TY NOT THE RESULT 0F
THEIR OWN MISCOND''CT .



- e —— - - — S

.

i..«"- . o
NPG NR 6633 T Z SNOW V FSQ R 292 ]j"u,f»to

; ol L
fus SECRETARY OF THE MAVY \’
FROM; COWANDER |N CHIEF ASIATIC FLEET,

4923 THE FOLLOWING 15 THE DPINION OF THE COURT OF INQUIRY ORDERED TO
|NVEST IGATE THE BOMEING AND SINKING OF THE USS PANAY PERIOD THE OFINIGH
I8 APPROVED QUOTE OPINION WAS THAT THE LSS PaNAY WAS ENGAGED IN CARRYINE
QUT THE WELL ESTABLISHED POLICY OF THE UNITED STATE OF PROTECTING AMERICAN
LIVES AND PROPERTY TWQ THAT THE JAPANESE AVIATORS SHOULD HAVE BEEN
FAMILIAR WITH THE CHARAC ERISTICS AND DISTINGUISHING MARKSNGS OF THE FANAY
AS THIS SHIP WAS PRESENT AT NANKING DURING THE JAPANESE AERIAL ARTACKS
oM THIS CITY THAEE THAT WHILE THE FIRST BOMBERS MIGHT NOT HAVE BEEN ABLE
ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR ALTITUDE TO IDERTIFY THE USS PANAY THERE WAS NO EXCUSE R
FOR ATTACKING WITHOUT PROPERLY IDENTIFYING THE TARGET ESPECIALLY AS 1T
WAS WELL KNOWN THAT NEUTRAL VESSELS WERE PRESENT IN THE YANGTZE RIVER
THAT IT WAS UTTERLY INCON=-CEIVASLE THAT THE 1% LIGHT BOMBING PLANES
COMING WITHIN ABOUT SIX HUNDRED FEET OF THE 5H|Pé ANMD ATTACKING FOR OVER
A PERIOD OF TWENTY MINUTES COULD NOT BE AWARE OF THE IDENTITY OF THE SHIPS
THEY WERE ATTACKING FIVE THAT THE JAPANESE ARE SOLELY AND WHOLELY RESPON-
S |ELE FOR ALL LOSSES WHICH HAVE OCCURED AS THE RESULT OF THIS ATTACK
S1x% THAT THE DEATH OF CL ENSIMINGER SK FIRET AND EWG HULSEEUS COXSWAIN
OCCURED 1N LINE OF DUTY AND WERE HOT THE RESULT OF THEIR OWN MISCONDUCT
SEVEN THAT THE INJURED AND WOUNDED MEMBERS OF THE CREW OF THE USS PANAY
RECEIVED THEIR WOUNDS AND INJURIES IN THE LINE OF DUTY AND WERE NOT THE
RESULT OF THEIR OWN MISCONCUCT EIGHT 1N CONSIDERING THE CASE AS A WHOLE
AND ATTENDIN & INCIDENTS THAT THE COURT 15 OF THE OPINION THAT NO
OFFEN-SES HAVE BEEN COMMITTED NOR BLAME |NCURRED BY ANY MEMSER OF THE
NAVAL SERVICE INVOLVED 1735
g3 ACTION
gda g5 cWo 18a 11 13(4) 16(E)

19 2¢ BTATE MARCORFS f2)
., _WHITE HOUSE
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To; SECRETARY OF THE MAVY
FROM; COMMANDER IN CHIEF ASIATIC FLEET.

‘P23 THE FOLLOWING IS THE OFINION OF THE COURT OF INQUIRY ORDERED TO
INVEST IGATE THE BOMBING AND SINKING OF THE USS PANAY PERIOD THE OFINION
I8 APPROVED QUOTE OPIMION WAS THAT THE USS PANAY WAS ENGAGED IN CARRYING

OUT THE WELL ESTABLISHED POLICY OF THE UNITED STATE OF PROTECTING AMERICAN

LIVEE AND PROPERTY TWO THAT THE JAPANESE AVIATORS SHOULD HAVE BEEN

FAMILIAR WITH THE CHARAC.ERISTICS AND DISTINGUISHING MAGKSNGS OF THE FPANAY

AB THIS SHIP WAS PRESENT AT NANKING DURING THE JAPAMESE AERIAL ARTACKS
ON THIS CITY THREE .THAT WHILE THE FIRST EOMEERS MIGHT NOT HAVE BEEN ABLE
ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR ALTITUDE TO IDENTIFY THE USS FANAY THERE WAS NO EXCU
FOR ATTACKING WITHOUT PROPERLY IDENTIFYING THE TARGET ESPECIALLY AS IT
WAS WELL KNOWN THAT NEUTRAL VESSELS WERE PRESENT IN THE YANGTZE RIVER
THAT IT WAS UTTERLY INCON=CEIVASBLE THAT THE SiIX LIGHT BOMBING PLANES
COMING WITHIN ABOUT 5IX HUMNDRED FEET OF THE SHIPS AND ATTACKING FOR OVER
A FERIOD OF TWENTY MINUTES COULD NOT BE AWARE OF THE IDENTITY OF THE S5H|
THEY WERE ATTACKING FIVE THAT THE JAPANESE ARE 30LELY AND WHOLELY RESPON
SI12LE FOR ALL LOGSSES WHICH HAVE OCCURED AS THE RESULT OF THIS ATTACK
31X THAT THE DEATH OF CL ENSININGER 8K FIRET AND EWG MULSEBUS COXSWAIN
OCCURED IN LINE OF DUTY AMND WERE NOT THE RESULT OF THEIR OWN MISCONDUCT
SEVEN THAT THE INJURED AND WOUNDED MEMBERZ OF THE CREW OF THE USS PANMAY
RECEIVED THEIR WOUNDS AND INJURIES IN THE LINE OF DUTY AND WERE NOT THE
RESULT OF THEIR OwN MISCONDUCT EIGHT IN CONSIDERING THE CASE AS A WHOLE
AND ATTENDIN 6 INCIDENTS THAT THE COURT IS OF THE OPINION THAT NO
OFFEN-SES HAVE BEEN COMMITTED NOR DLAME |NCURRED EY ANY MEMZER OF THE
NAVAL SERVICE INMVOLVED 1735
pa ACTION
A

goA g5 cwo 184 11 13(4) TE(E)
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FROM; CINCAF
ACTION: SEENAV

i‘iﬁﬂALL OFFICERS THAT | WAS XM IN THE GALLEY XNEXEX

INCAPACITATED AND TO TELL THE ENGINEER OFFICER LIEUTENANT JG
GEIST TO LET ME KNOW IF WE WERE TAKING WATER AND |F WE COULD

GET THE SHIP UNDERWAY ABOUT THIS TIME | NOTICED MR J HALL PAXTON
SECOND SECRETARY OF THE AMERICAN AMBASSY IN CHINA ONE OF THE
PASSENGERS STANDING ON DECK JUST OUTSIDE OF THE GALLEY | ASKED

HIM TO PLEASE COME IN AND HOLD ME UP WHICH HE VERY KINDLY DID
REMAINING WITH ME THEREAFTER PARAGRAPH SEVEN FROM THEN BK ON THE
PLANES BOMBED US CONTINUOUSLY UNTIL ABOUT FOURTEEN TWENTY FIVE

THEY APPEARED TO BE ATTACKING US IN RELAYS OF TWO OR THREE EACH

THE FIRST GROUF THAT CAME OVER DIVE BOMBED FROM A CONSIDERABLE
ALTITUDE WHICH KEPT THEM BEYOND RANGE OF OQUR LEWIS MACHINE GUNS

LATER WHEN THE PANAY WAS VISIBLY SMASHED UP THE CAME MUCH CLOSER

AND NOT ONLY LET €0 THEIR BOMBS FROM LOW ALTITUDES OF PERHAPS ONE

UR TWO HUNDRED FEET BUT ALSO MACHINE GUNNED OUR DECKS FIRING AS THEY
CAME DOWN DIVING | DISTINCTLY HEARD THEIR GUNS WHICH HAD A DIFFERENT
EMXME SOUND FROM THE PANAYS | WAS INFORMED AT THE TIME THAT THE PLANES
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WEHE JAPANESE NAVY PLANES IDENTIFIED BY THEIR CHARACTERISTIC RED
CIRCLE ACCORDING TO My REEX RECKONING THE PANAY MUST HAVE RECEIVED
ABOUT TWENTY FOUR DIRECT HITS | COULD NOT BELIEVE IT WAS POSSIBLE
FUR SUCH A SMALL SHIP TO RECEIVE SUCH DAMAGE AND STILL FLOAT | WAS
INFORMED LATER THAT THE FIRST BOMB WHICH DISASLED ME ALSO PUT THE
FORWARD THREE INCH GUN AND THE RADIO ROOM OQUT OF ACTION AND BROUGHT
OUWN THE FOREMAST PARAGRAPH EIGHT AT THIRTEEN FIFTY EIGHT THE SHIP
AFPEARED TO BE SETTLING QUITE FAST MEANWHILE BEFORE THE ENGINEER
OFFICER COULD REACH WME TO GIVE ME A REPORT ON THE STATUS OF OUR
FROFPELLING MACHINERY | THOUGHT | HEARD A SHARP RUSH OF STEAM
ESCAPING FROM OUR STEAMING BOILER A MINUTE OR TWO AFTER THAT ENSIGN
EIWERSE THE COMMUNICATION OFFICER CAME INTO THE GCALLEY AND EXXK
STATED THAT THE SHIP %WAS PLAINLY SINKING AND ASKED |F HE SHOULD
THROW OVERBOARD THE CONFIDENTIAL PUBLICATIONS | REPLIED TO GET
THEM ALL OVERBOARD AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE HE DID HIS SHEET SIX FOLLOWS
2155
1315 CX 21 DEC 13 ACTION

iSA 81 €5 93 WA 1 J2—164{6)_ 19 21 23

38 BUNAV  MARCORPS(2) CWHIEEHOUSE
RELAYED STATE DEPT,
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<421 SHEET FO'R THOU'SAMD FEET  THE WEATHER WAS CLEAR WITH

GoaD YISIBILITY AND MO WIND THE PLANES WERE CLEARLY VIS 1HILE

% SPITE OF THEIR ALTITNDE  WHICH MAY NOT HAME BEEM

AS HIGH AS REPORTED TD  ME AT THAT TIME |

.J.HH-PFu;h WHATSOEVER THAT THE PLAMES INTENDED TO ATTACK g

AROYT THIS TIME | WENT "P TO THE BRIDGE WITH

com JoHN LANG IN ORDER  TO KEEP A BETTER LoOKOYT

Fpa FURTHER PLANES APPROACHES ABC''T  THIRTEEN TWERTY NIME | LOOKRED
T THE DOOR OF THE  BRIDGE TD PICK V'P ABAIN

THE TWn PLANES | HAD DR IGIMALLY SEEN AND WAS

ASTONISHED To DISCOVER THAT BQTH WERE R&FlDLYM ALTITIDE IN

A DIRECTION TOWARD "8 ALMOST IMMEDIATELY THEY APPEARED TO Go
INTD POWER DIVES uu-’ AND | BOTH STEPPED INSICE THE

RIDGE AND ALMDST IMMEDIATELY A  GowB SEEVED T STRHE DIRECTLY -
SVER 0'R HEADS RIPPING A BIG HOLE IN THE RODF

F THE BRIDGE ) LOST CONSCIOUSNESS FOR WHAT MUST HAVE

EEEN PHLY A MINYTE DR Two WHEW | OME TO

| DISCOVERED MYSSELF ON  THE DECK OF THE Br IDEE

EADLY STUNNED WITH MY HEAD COVERED WiTH BLooD AND WY

RiCHT LEG PAINFULLY INJURED AT THE HIP MAKING IT IMPOSSIBLE FoR

|
-
|
A
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PACE #3

ETo RISE To WY FEET A HOLE HAD ALSD
EEM HROKEH 1N THE DECK ©OF THE BRIDGE NEAR WHERE
LANG AMD | HAD BEEN STANDING | ASKED LANG IF
E WEHE IMJ'RED To WHICH MHE REPLIED MO SIR NOT
Eite ABLE TD DETERMINE THE EXTENT 0F THE CUAMAGE Faom
THE INSIDE oF THE SRIDGE WHICH WAS COMPLETELY WRECKED |
ABKED HIM TO PYT & LIFE JACKEY BN ME AND
ME DOWN YD THE SHIPS GALLEY WHICH t3 DN

{E A} IECK AND A GGOD CENTRAL POINT FROM WHICH

ECT OPERATIONS BEFORE | WAS AGLE TD ReALn THE
ALLEY WHICH WAS MECESSARILY A sSLoW PROCESS ON ACCOUNT OF

¢ G1SABL ING WO'HD 1 HEARD THE PANAYS MACHINE GUMS FIRIKG
PRE LY VMOUER

ANG REAL TZED TAAT ThRE CREW WAS CARRYING DN FROUBASL

IWMEDIATE DIRECTION OF LIENTEMANT AMDERS WY EXEQ!ITIVE

'HE GALLEY | SENT LANE  CQM TO MOTIFY SHEET FIVE

ILLOWS 2144

0oL 0L uijlgﬁig 11 1z 1s{&)
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SHEET 51X '"TMOST TC
FAPERS NVEROpARD BU'T DID M
THE SEPEATED BOME ING WHIC
VICINITY pF THE RAD{OROOM 1
A SECOND MESSENGER FrR LI
LIEYTENANT GEIST REPORTEI
BET PNDERWAY BECAV'SE THE
THEREVPEN TOLD HIW To AT«
COMPARTRENTS WHICH ScEVE

A FEW R ItH'TES LATER.TY

FiiPS WAD. BEEN WRECKED BY
T IME SEME=ONE HFORMED

DANGER OF BEING RN Do

=il Vi

wiludAl
~EuIAT

[ THE CONFIDENTIAL AMD SEGRET
COMPLETE THE WoRK BECAVSE oF

Tn HE FOCU'SED IN THE

ALSYD TOLLU MiM To ScHD

b AW T J& BE18T THE ENGINEER DFFICER

D WE POULL MR

e "
HEREAFTER ANU df

i 0 ILER HAD BEEN A TRER 1
HOMOLITE PRUPE N THLSE
E FILLING FASTEST ERSIBN BIWERSE. RET

E THAT ALL THE HpMoLITE

e — .
PARAGRAPH NI1HE K
- ATmE RmEn T B
E APPEMRED TD BE IN

E-0F :EHE

S0CONY

VESSELS 1 GOT M PAXTOM o = Tn THE

BOOR DF THE BALLEY AND | F ool SEE

- 3TPPOSED THAT THE VEBSEL 7 BETINE TD COME ALDYCS | CE

THE - PANAY PROBABLY TO TREE FF i PERBONNEL ABCMT THAT

ISUTANT ANOTHER BTRalN ©F Hpubs  FRUL HoTH n% THE PANAY

4MD THE SOCoRY. SHIP THE LATTLS THEH AZAUDANED MED ATTLNPS .
HELP THL PANAY- 1T- SHeULD BE LEBZRED THAT T

TRNEL

-
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227 SHEET SEVEN PARAGRAPH ELEVEN JUST BEFORE LEAVING THE SHIP | ToLD
ENSIGN BIWERSE TO TELL LIEUTENANT ANDERS AND THE OTHER OFFICERS THAT

! WAS BEING TAKEN ASHORE AND THAT IF THE ATTACK SHOULD CEASE | WANTED
ENSIGN BIWERSE TO REMAIN ON BODARD WITH A SMALL DEEAIL OF ABOUT six
UNINJURED WEN TO DO WHAT THEY COULD TO KEEP THE SHIP FROM GOING DOWN

AND THAT IN ANY CASE ENSIGN EIWERSE AND HIS DETAIL WERE TO BE THE

LAST TO LEAVE | KNEW AT THAT TIME THAT ENSIGN BIWERSE WAS THE ONLY
UNINJURED OFFICER ALTHOUGH SUFFERING FROM SHOCK AND HAD HAD MOST OF

HIS CLOTHES BLOWN OFF AND BELIEVED THAT LIEUTENANT ANDERS AND LIEUTA

ENANT JG GEIST WERE SUFFICIENTLY INJURED TOQ JUSTIFY THEIR LEAVING THE

SHIP BEFORE THE LAST BOATLOAD ENSIGN BIWERSE LATER REPORTED TO ME ASHOREXXN
THAT EVERYBODY WAS OFF THE SHIP INCLUDING ALL THE PASSENGERS AND THAT :
HE HAD NOT REMAINED BEHIND WITH HIS DETAIL BECAUSE HE WAS CONVINCED
THE SHIP MIGHT SINK AT ANY MINUTE AND FURTHERMORE THAT THE BOMBING
PLANES MIGHT RETURN | APPROVED HIS ACTION IN LEAVING THE SHIP AS IT
WAS OBVIOUSLY 1MPOSSIBLE TO SAVE HER AFTER ARRIVING ON: SHORE | WAS
'NFORMED BOTH THE MOTOR SAMPAN AND PULLING SAMPAN HAD BEEN MACHINE
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GUNNED BY THE ATTACK ING PLANES SOMET I ME THEREQFTER | HEARD THE sounp
OF A MOTOR LAUNCH IN THE RIVER CLOSE TO wWHERE WE WERE HIDDEN IN THE

SAMPAN AND CROSS THE RIVER T0 WHERE THE STANDARD 011 VESSELS HAD SEEN
éEACHED IN ORDER TO TRY TO GET STANDARD N OIL LAUNCHES TO TAKE THE

PANAY IN Tow AND BEACH HER AT THIS TIME | EXFLAINED TO ENSIGN BEWIRSE
THAT | WANTED HIM TO ConsiDeR HIMSELF as BEING IN COMMAND OF THE HULK

AND THE OPERATIONS TO MOVE HER BECAUSE oF THE PRESENCE oF THE JAPANESE
LAUNCHES JUST SHEET EIBHT FoLLOws 22¢5

1418 CXx 21 pec
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FROM: CINCAF

ACTICON: SECNAV

/P21 SHEET EIGHT MENTIONED THIS UPEATION WAS NOT CARRIED OUT AS WE ALL
FELT THAT AN EFFORT WAS BEING MADE TO EXTERMINATE US PARAGRAPH TWELVE
ABOUT THIS TIME THE RK PLANES STARTED BOMBING THE STANDARD 0L VESSELS
AT FOURTEEN TWENTY FIVE THIRTY CEASED BOMING THE PANAY ALTOGETHER
WHICH AT THAT TIME APPEARED LIKELY To SINK AT ANY MOMENT IT SHOULD BE
REWEMEERED THAT THE BOMEING PLANES FIRST CONCENTRATED THEIR ATTACK ON
THE PANAY IT WAS WHILE THEY WERE BOMBING THE PANAY THAT TWO OF THE
STANDARD OIL VESSELS WERE ABLE To GET UNDERWAY AND BEACH THEMSELVES
PARAGRAPH THIRTEEN WITH ONLY Two SMALL BOATS AVAILABLE IT TOOK MANY
RETURN TRIPS TO TAKE ALL THE PERSONNEL OFF THE SHIP STARTINGK AT
FOURTEEN ZERO FIVE WE COMPLETED THE OUPERATIONS AT A LITTLE AFTER
FIFTEEN HUNDRED SOMETIME BEFORE THE SHIP SANK | HEARD THE RATTLE

OF MACHINE GUNS AND WAS |NFORMED THAT AN ARMED JAPANESE BOAT WAS
FIRING ON THE PANAY | WAS SUBSEQUENTLY |NFORMED THAT THIS BOAT HAD

FUT SEVERAL MEN ON BOARD WHO REMAINED ONLY A FEW MINUTES AND THEN

LEFT | WAS SHORTLY INFORMED THAT THE SHIP SANK WITH HER COLORS STILL
FLYING AT FIFTEEN FIFTY FOUR TURNING OVER TO STARBOARD PARAGRAPH
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HOWEVER THERE wAS ABSOLUTELY wNo PANIC THE ORDERS | GAVER WERE CARRIED
OUT EXACTLY THE SHIP HAD THE NORMAL YANGTZE GUNBOAT GENERAL QUARTERS
STATION BILL wE HAD SPECIAL DETAILS FOR AIR DEFENSE WHICH INVOLVED
USING ONLY OUR MACHINE GUNS |y ORDER TO AvVOID OPENING THE HATCHES
LEADING TO THE THREE INCH MAGAZINES | WANTED TO PREVENT HAVING THE
SHIP BLOWN UP BY HER OWN THREE INCH POWDER THE PANAY ALSO HaD AN
ABANDON SHIP BILL my REASON FOR GIVING THE ORDER TO ABANDON SHIP was
THAT | OBSERVED THAT SHE Was SETTLING DOWN BY THE HEAD ToO STARBOARD AND
‘T WAS REPOURTED To ME AS PREVIoOuSLY NOTED THAT sHE MIGHT SINK AT ANY
MINUTE | FELT wmy NEXT DuTY IF | COULD NOT savEe THE WHIP WAS To SAVE

THE LIVES OF AS MANY AS POSSIBLE OF THE CREW AND SHEET NINE FOLLOWS 2214

1439 CX 21 DEC
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FROM: CINCAF

ACTION:  SECNAW

1721 SHEET NINE PASSENGERS THE HULL HAD MANY HOLES WHEN ABANDONED
AND WASM SHIPPING WATER RATHER RAPIDLY IT WOULD HAVE BEEN |MPOSS|BLE
TO EET THE SHIP UNDERWAY TO BEACH HER BECAUSE HER STEAMING BOILER
HAD CEEN RUPTURED ALTHOUGH | WAS TAKEN ASHORE IN ONE OF THE FIRST
BUATS WITH THE BADLY WOUNDED | CONSIDERED MYSELF IN COMMAND OF THE
SHIP AND CREW THROUGHOUT AND WHEN | TURNED THE SHIP OVER TC &M
SNSIGN BIWERSE JUST BEFORE BEING PUT INTO THE BOAT | DID SO WITH

THE IDEA THAT HE WAS THE ONLY ABLE BODIED OFFICER LEFT WHO COULD RE-
WAIN BEHIND AND INSURE THAT EVERY PERSON HAD BEEN REMOVED | NEVER
RELINQUISHED COMMAND ALTHOUGH | WAS UNABLE TO BE IN MORE THAN ONE
FART OF THE SHIP ON ACCOUNT OF MY PHYSICAL CONDITION L!EUTENANT
ANDERS MY EXECUTIVE OFFICER WITH GREAT COURAGE AND PERSEVERANCE
VAINTAINED THE FIRE OF ALL OUR MACHINE GUNS ALTHOUGH HE HAD BEEN
SADLY WOUNDED ALWMOST IMMEDIATELY IN THE THROAT AND LATER IN THE

ARM AND BOTH HANDS HE WAS ABLE HOWEVER TO KEEP HIS FEET AND MAINTAINED

ACTIVE CHARGE PARAGRAPH FIFTEEN AS ALREADY MENTIONED | HAD MY MEN
ABANDON SHIP IN THE ORDER OF THE WORST WOUNDED FIRST |



SENT THE BUATS TO THE NEAREST LAND WHICH WAS COVERED BY HIGH REEDS
' TOLD THE MEN THAT AFTER THEY REACHMED THE BEACH THEY WERE TQ GET
IN SHORE AND HIDE IN THE REEDS WITHOUT HOWEVER GETTING TOO FAR

SEXK SEPARATED AFTER GETTING ALL THE MEN OFF THE SHIP AND ONXNE THE
EEACH WE FOUND T40 JAPANESE PLANES FLYING FAIRLY LOW OVERHEAD
APFARE=NTLY LOOKING FOR THE PANAY SURVIVORS THE REEDS HOWEVER
APFARENTLY AFFORDED US SUFFICIENT M COVER TO REMAIN UNSEEN THESE

' WANES SUBSEQUENTLY DEPARTED BUT SHORTLY LATER BOMBING ATTACKS
WERE MADE ON THE TWO STANDARD 0|L VESSELS WHICH WERE BY Now
CEACHED ON THE BANK OPPOSITE US THE THIRD STANDARD OIL VESSEL HAD
ALREARY EEEN SUNK BY BOMBS PARAGRAPH SIXTEEN MY PLAN FOR THE
RE~TURN OF THE SHIPS COMPANY TO THE JURISCICTICN OF THE US NAVY
“AS TO HAVE EVERYONE REMAIN UNDER COVER WEAR WHERE WE HAD LANDED
UNTIL AFTER DARK THEN HAVE THE WORST WOUNDED LOADED SE ON BUARD

A STANDARD OIL LAUNCH WHICH WAS MEAR AMD HAD BEEN ABANDONED BY HER
NATIVE CREW AMD TOWED AROUND TO THE MAINLAND A SMALL SCOUTING
PARTY WHICH HAD BEEN SENT OUT TO CHECK UP QN THE SHEET TEN

FOLLOWS 2222
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NPG 5951'1. Hé'l'

FROM: CINCAF RESTRICTED
ACTION: NAVY DEPT NITE
@g21 ToLD HASEGAWA TODAY EXISTING RESTRICTIONS ACCESS AMER|CANS
T0 THEIR PROPERTYES HONEGKEW YANGTZEPpO POOTnNG CAVSING MUCH ILL
WiLL RESENTMENT COMMA HE SAID SITUATieN BEING STUDIED WITH VIEW RE-
LAXATION PERIOD FEEL ADMIRAL SINCERELY ANX10V'S IMPROVE CONDITIONS
BUT LACKS FULL AUTHORITY SEMICOLON WELL FO'INDED REPORTS INDICATE MM
MUCH GRAFT BRIBERY CONNMECTION ENTRY PROPERTY REMOVAL PASSES HONG=
KEW PARAGRAPH ADVISED HINM OUR ONLY DBJECT IN NOT ACCEDING ENTRY
NIPPONESE MARINES THEIR MILLS OVR SECTDR HERE WAS DESIRE PREVENT
INCIDENTS AND |F TROOPS ERDUGHT INTp AREA QUIETLY INCONSPICUOUSLY
IN SMALL NIyBERS TRUCKS ALSO REMAINED INSIDE MILLS | WOULD OFFER
N0 FURTHER QBJECTION HE APPROVED THIS WE SET FIRST JANUARY SUEH ERT=-
RY WHICH AGREEMENT BELIEVED SATISFACTORY COMUA ARMY HAS EVIDENTLY
PRESSED NAVY SEND FORCES MILLS AND LATTERS FACE WiLL BE SAVED BY
THIS ARRANGEMENT PARA INFORMED HIM THAT SEVERAL PREBE INTERVIEW
STATEMENTS BY GENERAL HARADA NOT ACCORDANCE FACTS ALSD COULDNT
"NDERSTAND HoW NAVAL PLANE& FLYING NANKING MONTHS WITH 118 GNNBDATS
PRESENT !"NABLE RECOENLE ﬁéﬂiﬁ THIS OCCASION COMMA HE CRIED THERE
WAS MNCH CONFUSION HMIS PDANES ACTING ON ARMY [MFORMATION THAT
CHINESE VESSELS ESCAP (NG ''P RIVER FROM CAPITAL PLMS MANY AVIATORS
VERY RECENMTLY CHANGED AND DENIED SEA AIRCRAFT !NDER ORDERS H}E;;hﬂv

TOR IN CODE ROOM 213§ 21 DEC 1937
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NAVAL MESSAGE

RECEIVED AT NAVY DEPARTMENT

NPG 57¢5 FROM: CINCAF
ACTION: OPNAV

0.8, GOVERMMENT PRINTING OFFicE  4—7143a CQRRECTED co PY

'12) AT PRESS CONFERENCE BY GENERAL HARADA JAPANESE MILITARY ATTACHE
HE SAID THAT JAPANESE BOAT WHICH BOARDED PANAY AT 110§ 12 DECEMBER
GAVE WARNING THAT THE VESSEL WAS N DANGEROUS ZONE THAT PANAY FIRED
AT JAPANESE TROOPS ON SHORE WITH MAIN BATTERY AND THAT THE ARMY BOAT
WHICH BOARDED THE PANAY BEFORE SHE SANK DID NOT MACHINE GUN THE
VESSEL BEFORE BOARDING THESE STATEMENTS ARE ENTIRELY CONTRARY TO ALL
~VIDENCE GIVEN BY SURVIVORS TO COURT OF INQUIRY 2256

2725 CRM X 13..ACTION
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NAVAL MESSAGE

RECEIVED AT NAVY DEPARTMENT

NPG 57¢s FROM: CINCAF
ACTION; OPNAY

U.5, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE  4—7ldda C MCTEQ CO’Y

127 AT PRESS CONFERENCE BY GENERAL HARADA JAPANESE MILITARY ATTACHE
HE SAID THAT UAPANESE BOAT WHICH BOARDED PANAY AT 1100 12 DECEMBER
GAVE WARNING THAT THE VESSEL WAS IN DANGEROUS ZONE THAT PANAY FIRED
AT JAPANESE TROOPS ON SHORE WITH MAIN BATTERY AND THAT THE ARMWY BOAT
WH1CH BOARDED THE PANAY BEFORE SHE SANK DID NOT MACHINE GUN THE
VESSEL BEFORE BOARDING THESE STATEMENTS ARE ENTIRELY CONTRARY TO ALL
SVIDENCE GIVEN BY SURVIVORS TO COURT OF INQUIRY 2256
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FROM: CINCAF :
ACTION: SECNAV /Kn

4021 FOLLOWING REPORT IN FULL 'FROM COMMANDING OFFICER PANAY FORWARDED
APPROVED BY CINCAF QUOTE FROM THE COMMANDING OFFICER 155§ PANAY

70 THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY V1A THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF !"$ ASIATIC

{_ & e AN 3

FLEET PARAGRAPH SI'BJECT !'S8S PANAY L0SS oF BY SINKING AS A RES'LT i
oF BouBING BY JAPANESE PLANES TWELVE DECEMBER NINETEEN THIRTY SEVEN
PARAGRAPH REFERENCE AFIRM ARTICLE EIGHT Fo'R ZERD "'S NAVY REG'LATIOND

MINETEEN TWENTY BAKER ARTICLE EIGHT FoUR ONE PARENTHES!S THREE ''S :
f
’ MAVY REGULATIONS NINETEEN TWENTY PARAGRAPH ONE ON SUNDAY DECEMBER |

TWELVE NINETEEN THIRTY SEVEN THE 'S8 PANAY WAS OFERATING '"'NDER THE
ANCHORED

:

ARDERS OF THE COMMANDER YANGTZE PATROL AND AT THAT TIME WAS
ABOUT FIFTEEMN MILES ABOVE NANKING ACTING AS A REF!GE FOR AMERICAN
CITIZENS AND MEMBERS OF THE AMER 1 CAN EMBASSY THE SHIP WAS ACCOMPAMIEDR

WﬁW/MW!WWNWFW/ﬁWMWﬂWH

W

- z " ped i S th - e — |



SHEET TwD

.

U/ THE STAMDARD CIL TANKERS MEIPING MEIHSIA MEIAN AND WMiSCELLANED''S
YDARD NIL LAUNCHES AND JUNKS THE LATEST ORDERS FROM THE COMMAMOER
JANGTZE PATROL TO THE COMMANDING OFFICER HAD BEEN RECEIVED THE DAY
SFOAE BY DESPATCH AND SAID THE COMMANDING OFFICER WAS TO HAVE COM-
“v&  DISCRETION IN MOVING EHE SHIP VP OR DOWN THE RIVER PARAGRAPH
[0 THE SHIP WAS I1DENTIFIED AS ﬁ? MAMERICAN VESSEL BY TWu  LARGE
10R1ZONTAL FLAGS ONE SPREAD OVER THE FOREWARD TOP DECK AND ONE OVER
TH& AETER ?_F DECK BoTH CLEARLY VISIBLE FROM THE AIR AT ANY ANGLE

<ACE BF THESE FLAGS WEASURED ABOVE EI\GHTEEN FEET IN LENGTH AND ARO
FOURTEEN FEET IN WIDTH AND HAD BEEN FRESHLY REPAINTED IN ADDITION TO
THh#h fwn FLAGS AND ON ﬁcca*mT OF THE EMERGEMCY CONDITIO! EXISTING

THE FANAY HAD BEEN FLYING HEfF LARGEST SIZE ENSIGN AT THE GAFF 80TH

SAY AMD NIGHT WHETHER ''NDER WAY OR AT ANCHOR ALL ENSIGN

$° ™1 HORIZONTAL AND VERTICAL WERE BRIGHTLY ILLUMIMATED ALL MIGHT SHEET
THD FOLLOWS 2121

13 ACTION(4)
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Jasut Liut as

AuuiCa FYCITRY ¥
@321 SHEET TWD LONG PARAGRAPH THREE AT ZERD EIGHT FOMRTEEN | DBSERVED
JRTILLERY SHELLS FALLING 1IN THE RIVER ABQUT FOUR HUNDRED YARDS 0FF
A'la STARBOARD BEAM PRES!''™ABLY FROM JAPANESE ARTILLERY ALTHO''GH THE
BATTERIES WERE NOT VISIBLE AT ZERO EIGHT TWENTY FIVE | GOT THE PANAY
'NDERWAY FoR "PRIVER To GET CLEAR OF THIS FIRING AND SIGNALLED THE
CONVEY To FOLLOW AT ZER® EIGHT FORTY THREE THE PANAY WENT ALONGSID:
HMS CRICKETT To TRANSFER AN INJ!RED CHINESE EMPLOYEE OF THE ASTATIC

LIEVTENAN T

PETROLEMM COMPANY AT THE SAME TIME | ADVISED VIRVRREY /T COoMMANDER
JIM ASHEY ROYAL NAVY COMMANDING MMS CRICKETT OF MY REASONS TOR MOVING
WPRIVER PARAGRAPH FOUR AT ZERD NINE FORTY HAVING RES'MED CUR JOVRNEY
WITH THE PANAY AT THE HEAD OF THE COLMMN FOLLOWER 1N THE ORDER NAMEE

BY THE VEIPING MEIHSIA AND MEIAN TW GROUPS OF @APANESE SOLDIERS

o 2 Lo AT Sy




F5L NR 1§ SHEET TWO

WAVED HAND FLAGS AT THE

WERE S\GHTED ON THE LEFT MORTH BANK THEY
TH "S ACCORDINGLY THE PANAY

! “ A AY AND SEEMED To  WANT To COMMINICATE WI
HOVE To AND A JAPANESE ARMED TEMDER CAME ALONGSIDE CARRYING LIEVTENANT

SHEGEYD MURAKAM| AND ABOUT NINETY MEN WMOST oF WHOM WERE ARMED WITH

o
' MACHINE GUNS LIEVTENANT ANDERSE MY EXECUTIVE OFFICER MET THIS OFFICER
STEPPED oN BOARD ACCOMPANIED BY HIS SWORD BEARER

_.;
|

-

AT THE GANGWAY AS JHE
AND  TWo PRIVATES WNTH FIXED BAYONETS LAENTENA

DESIRED To SPEAK TO ME S0 f TURNED
WAS AWARE OF THE FACT = THAT IT

R To ACCOMPANY

{HE OFF|CER THE CONN OVER TO LIEYT-
=NANT ANDERS AMD WENT TO THE GANGWAY 1\

E ARMED ORDERLIES OF THIS OFFICE

4AS IMPROPER FOR TH
PROBABLY D1D NOT MNOW THE CORRECT
"ﬁ.

HiM ON BOARD BUT COMSI1DERED THAT HE

PROCED'RE AND THAT IT WS PROPER

| HAD SPEACIAL VERBAL ORDERS FROM THE COBMMNDER

IN THIS CONNECTION

foR ME TO OVERLOOK THE MATTER e,

NT ANDERS INFORMED ME THAT |

bl |




FSL NR 1¢ SHEET THREE

T2E PATROL NOT To BE Too SENSITIVE ABO"'T PDINTS OF NAVAL ETIQETTE

WIEN DEALING WITH THE JAPANESE MILITARY AND ABOVE ALL ELSE To "SE

MY JUDGEMENT IN AVOIDING S!U'CH Co4PLICATIONS AS MIGHT ARISE LIEMTENANT

|A13A”1 SHEET THREE FDLL“'-I:; 2129
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gf21 SHEET THREE ASKED ME VWHERE THE PANeAY WAS GOING  AND | SAID

TO A POINT UPRIVER TWENTY EIGMT MILES FROM MANKING HE SAID WHY ARE
Yot @0ING THERE To WHICH | REPLIED To KEEP CLEAR OF ARTILLERY FIRE
WE ASKED WE ABO'T THE THREE STAIDARD 0L SHIPS AND | INFORMED HIM
THAT THEY l\'ERE AMERI CAN SMIPS "NDER MY PROTECTION HIS NEXT QUESTION
WAS Ado'T THE CHINESE TRODPS HOLDING SOLIDLY To WHICH | SAID THAT
THE 'NITED STATES WAS FREENDLY TO BOTH JAPANEE AND CHINA AND THEREFORE
P COULDP NOT GIVE HIM ANY INFORMATION ABDMT THE CHINESE ARMY THIS
CONVERSATION  WAS WITNESSED BY SECOND SECRETARY MR GEORGE ATTCHESON
JINIOR OF THE AMER|CAN EMBASSY NANKING CHINA LIEMTENANT MYRAKAW |
THEN INVITED ME TO REPAY HIS CALL ASHORE WHICH INVITATION | RESPECT-
FULLY DECLINED AT ZERD NINE FIFTY THREE THE gM'MSE TEMDER CLEARED

THE SIDE PARAGRAPH FIVE AT ZERD NINE FIFTY FO'R THE PANAY



‘. Fs5L/f12
e SHEEY Twe

AGAIN RES"MED HER WAY P  THE RIVER AT ELEVEN H''NDRED
| ANCHORED THE PANAY AT A POINT TRENTY WILES “PRIVER

| FRou NANKING -AND ABD'T TWD M'NDRED AND TWENTY ONE MILES
ABOVE WONSUNG <IN A BRNAD  OPEN SPACE IN THE RIVER

-

MY REASONS FOR, ANCHORING THERE  WAS SIMPLY To KEEP 0'T  (249)

OF THE WAY OFTHE CONTENDING ARMICS THIS LOCATION SEEMED

MIGHLY DESIRABLE WE WERE EASILY VISIBILE LSPECIALLY ACCOMPANIED AS VE
WERE BY THREE STANDARD 0IL_  TANKERS FOR MILES ARD'ND ON

EVERY SIDE AND IT SEEMED 'NLIKELY THAT ANY TR0OPS Wo'LD

TRY T0 CR0SS THE RIVER  IN 0'R VICINITY IN SELECTING tm



FSL#12
PAGE #3

THIS SPOT | HAD IN  MIND PRIMAIL THE SAFETY OF 3

THE PANAY AND THE EVACVEES  WHOM SHE WAS CARRYING 8T

ALSO THE SAFETY AND WELL BEING OF THE AVERICAN SH1PS

IN THE CONVOY AND THEIR  PERSONNEL IMMEDIATELY "'PON ANCHORING |

=
POSTED SENTRY LOOKD''TS FOR AIRPLANES AND TRONPS MOVEMENTS AT THIRTEEN
L&

HYNDRED 1| ALLOWED A PARTY OF ABO'T EIGHT MEN To VISIT

THE MEIPING NEARBY FOR A GLASS OF BEER THESE

MEN WERE STILL ON BOARD THE NMEIPING WHEN THE ATTACK

STARTED AND VERE THﬂ__!EF!'RE Y"WABLE TO RET''RN To THE 3HI!E"
PARAGRAPH SIX AT ABOMT THIRTEEN  TUENTY SEVEN THE LOOKO''T CALLED



FsL#12
SHEET /4

OOVN THAT TWp PLANES WERE IN SIGHT ALTITV'DE ABO'T FIFTEEN SHEET
Fo''R FOLLOWS 2138
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P221 SHIET Fo''R THOUSAND FEET  THE WEATHER WAS CLEAR WITH
GOOD VISIBILITY AND NO WIND THE PLAMES WERE CLEARLY VIS18ILE
I SPITE OF THEIR ALTITYDE  WHICH MAY NOT MAVE BEEN

A3 HIGM AT REFPORTED Tp  HE AT THAT TIME |

Hnn/?m.n WHATSOEVER THAT THE  PLAMNES INTENDED Tn ATTACK 'S
ABEUT THIS TIME | WENT VP To THE BRIDGE WITH |

COM JOMM LANG IN ORDER T KEEP A BETTER LOOKO'T

FOR FURTHER FLANES APPROACHES Ago"T _THIRTEEH TWENTY NINE 1| LODKED

AT THE DOOR nF THE  BRIDGE To PICK P AGAIN
THE TWo PLANES | MAD  ORIGIMALLY SEEN ANDIWASS <.



FSLI1S
PAGE #2

ASTONISHED To DISCOVER THAT Bovi were rartoLy KEBRRiIng ALTiTroE 1N
A DIRECTION TOWARD S ALMOST IWMEDIATELY THEY APPEARED TO GO

INTe POWER DIVES LAH’ AND | BDTH STEPPED INSIDE THE.

B2I0GE AND ALMOST IMMEDIATELY A BnuB SEEMED To STRIKE DIRECTLY
CVER 0''R HEADS RIPPING A IIG__H'DI.E IN THE nnur__

oF THE BRIDGE | LOST CONSCIOMSNESS FOR WHAT MVST HAVE

BEENM OMLY A MIN'TE OR  TWo WHEN | CAME TO

| DISCOVERED MY®SELF ON  THE DECK OF THE BRIDGE

BADLY STUNNED WITM MY HEAD COVERED WITH BLDOD AND mY

RIGHT LEG PAINFULLY INJVRED AT THE HIP MAKING IT IMPOSSIBLE  FoRr

-
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PAGE /3

ME T RISE TO MY FEET A HOLE HAD ALSD

BEEN BROKEN IN THE DECK OF THE BRIDGE MEAR WHERE

LANG AND | HAD BEEN STANDING | ASKED LANG IF

ME WERE IMJVRED TO WHICH HE REPLIED MO SIR NoT

BEING ABLE TO DETERMINE THE  EXTENT OF THE DAUAGE FRoOM
THE INSIDE OF THE BRIDGE  WHICH WAS COMPLETELY WRECKED )
ASKED MIM TO PI'T A LIFE JACKET ON ME AND

HELP ME DOWN TD THE  SHIPS GALLEY WHICH 1S oN

THE VAIN DECK AXD A GDOD CENTRAL POINT FROM WMICH

TO DIRECT OPERATIONS BEFORE |° WAS ABLE T %zm THE
RCE AR e
?s.j?‘l ¥
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GALLEY WIICH WAS WECESSARILY A SLOW PROCESS ON ACCOVNT OF

MY DISABLING WO''ND | MEARD  THME PANAYS MACHINE GI'NS FIRING

AND REALIZED THAT THE CREW WAS_ CARRYING ON PROBABLY MNDER

THE IMMEDIATE DIRECTION OF LIE"TENANT ANDERS MY EXEC''TIVE OFFICER AT
THE GALLEY | SENT LANG CQM TO NOTIFY SHEET FIVE

FOLLAWS 2144 :
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e gy et d b | | tjj;’ NAVY DEPARTMENT
\ __'i,,' "~/ OFFICE OF CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS

WASHINGTON
22 December 1937

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

My dear Mr. President:
There is forwarded herewith a copy of

the report submitted by the Commanding Officer of the
PANAY covering the period during which that vessel
was destroyed by serial attack. This report was re-
ceived by despatoh during last night.

Most respectfully,
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FLLOWING REPORT M FU'LL FRON COMMAMDING SFF(CER PANAY, FORWARDED APPAOVED

¥ CINCAFi=
FROM THE CoM AND ING OFFICER, 138 PANAY
" THE 3ECR:TARY nF THE mMAVY

V1A THE COMMALDER 11 CHIEF V'8 ASIATIC FLEET
WLJECT: M9 PANAY, THE L0SS oF BY SINKING AS A RESULT OF SOMCING LY
JAPANESE PLAMES, 12 DECEMGER, 1937,

1EFEREMCE;~ (A) AT, B4g = N3 MAVY REGS, 1024
{B) ART, 841 =~ 1§ wAVY REcs, 1928

6f S"MDAY, DECEMCER 12, 1537, THE V'35 PAMAY wAS oPERATING tmipe
THE ®RDERS oF THE COAMMAMDER YANGTZE PATROL, AnD AT THAT TIME, WAS ANCMERED
ATAYT FIFTEEM MILES AUOVE MAMKING, ACTING AS A REFV'GE FOR AMERICAM CITIZEN
\ND MEMBERS OF THE AMERICAM EMBASSY, THE SHIP WAS ACCOMPANIED EY THE STAN
A0 DIL TANKERS MEIPING, MEIHSIA, METAN, AMD WISCELLANEOMS STAMDARD SiL
LAPNCHES AMD JUmKS, THE LATEST CRDERS Fanu THE COMMAMDER YANGTZE PATRCL Tr
THE COMMANDING OFFICER WERE RECEIVED THE DAY BEFORE GY DESPATCH, AND SALD
THE COMMANDING OFFICER WAS T HAVE CONPLETE DISCRETION 1M MOVING THE 3HIP
"P, OR DOWN THE RIVER, _

2.,  THE SHIP WAS IDENTIFIED AS AN AMERICAN VESSEL UY TWO LARGE Hopa-
IZONTAL FLAGS, OME SPREAD OVER THE FORWARD ToP DEcx, AMD ONE OVER THE AFTES
TOP DECK= EOTH CLEARLY VISIGLE FROM THE A AT ANY ANGLE, EACH oF THESE
FLAGS MEAS'RED ALONT EIGHTEEM FEET I3 LENGTH, AND ALONT FOIRTEEN FEET I
WIDTH, AND HAD LEEN FRESHMLY REPAINTED, N ARDITIOR TO THESE TWo FLAGS, AN
43 ACCOMNT DF THE EMERGENCY CONDITICM EXISTING, THE PANAY HAD LZEN FLYINS
MER LARGEST ENSIGN AT THE GAFF GOTH WIGHT AMD DAY, WHETHER "WDERWAY OR AT
ANCHOR; ALL EM316NS, SOTH HORIZOMTAL AMD VERTICAL, WERE SRIGHTLY ILLMMINA
TED ALL NIGNT,

3, AT §814 | OUSERVED ARTILLERY SHELLS FALLIMG I THE RIVER AseN7
FOMR HYNDRED YARDS oFF OMR STARLOARD BEAM, PRES'MALLY FROM JAPANESE ART-
ILLERY ALTHOMSH THE EATTERISS WERE MAT VISISLE, AT $825 | 50T THE PAMAY
PNDERWAY FOR. UPRIVER To GET CLEAR OF THIS FIRING, AMD SIGMALLED THE Cemvey
TH FOLLAW, AT 0842 THE PANAY WENT ALANGSIDE HMS CRICKETT Tn TRAMSFEY AM
IJUIED CHINESE EMPLOYEE OF TME AJIATIC PETROLEMW COMPANY, AT THE SAME TIME
I ADVISED LIEMTENANT COMMANDER JIM ASHRY, ROYAL NAVY, COMMARDING HMS CRICK-—
£1T; DF MY REASOMS FOR MOVING UPRIVER,
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PAGE TwWO

4. AT 794J, HAVING RESUMED OUR SOURNEY, THE PANAY AT THE HEAD OF
THE COLUMN, FOLLOWED It THE ORDER MAMEDSBY THE BEIPING, MEIHEIA AND MEIAN,
TW0 GROUFS UF JAPANESE SOLDIERS WERE SIGHTED ON THE LEFT BANX (MORTH) ;

THEY WAVED HAND FLAGS AT THE PANAY .ND SEEMED TO WANT TG COMMUNICATE #ITH
US. ACCORCINGLY, THE FAKAY HOVE TO, ANC A JAPANESE ARMED TENCER EAFE ALONG-
S8IDE CARRYING LIEUTENANT SHEGEYD MURAKAMI AND ABOUT WINETY MEN, MOST OF
“HOM WERE ARMED wITH MACHINE CUME, LIEUTENANT AMDERS, MY EXECUTIVE DFFICER,
MET THIS OFFICER AT THE GANEWAY A5 HE STEFFED ON EOARD, ACCOMPANIED EY MIS
SHWORD DEARER AND TWO PRIVATES WITH FIXED BAYOMETS. LIEUTEMANT AMCERS IN-
FORMED ME THAT THE OFFICER DESINED TO SPEAK TO ME, 50 | TURNED THE CONN
OVER TO LIEUTENANT ANDERS AND WENTTO THE GANGWAY, | WAS 4ﬁ;:5 OF THE FACT
THAT IT WAS 14FROPER FOR- THE AAMED QRLESLIF: fl% QFFICER TO ACCOMPANY
HIM ON BOARD EUT CONSIDERED THAT HE FROZABLY DIC NOT KAOW THE CORRECT Fii-
CEDURE, AND THAT iT WAS PROFER FOR ¥ TO OVERLOOK THE H;TTE4 1 THIS CONN-
SCTION, | HAD SPECIAL VERBAL URDERS FROM THE COMMANDER YANGTZE FATROL NOY

TU BE TOO SENSITIVE ASOUT FOINTS OF MAVAL ETIQUETTE WHEN DEALIKG WITH THE
JAFANESE MILITARY, AND ABOVE ALL, TO USE LY JUDGENENT Ii AVOIDING SUCH COM-
FLICATIONS A5 MIGHT ARISE. LIEUTENANT MURAKAMI ASKED ME WMERE THE FANAY WAS
GOING,4HD 1 SAID TO A POINT UPRIVER TWENTY EIGHT MILES FROM NANKING, HZ THE!
ASKED WHY GE WERE GOING THERE, TO WHICH | REPLIED, TO KEEF CLEAR OF ARTILLEF
FIRE,™ HE ASKED ME AEOUT THE THREE STANDARD OIL SHIFS, ANKD | INFORMED HIM
THAT THEY WERE AMERICAN SHIFS UNDER MY PROTECTION. HIS MEXT YUESTION WAS
ABOUT THE CHINESE TROOFS HOLDING SOLIDLY, TO WHICH | 5410 THAT THE UNITED
STATES WAS FRIENCLY TO EOTH JAPAN AND CHINA, AND THEREFORE | COULD NOT GIVE
HIM ANY INFOHMATION ABOUT fHE CHINESE ARMY. TH15 CONVERSATION WAS WITNESSED
EY SECCND SECRETARY MR. CECRGE ATTCHESOM, JUNIOR OF THE AMERICAN EMEAGSY,
HANKING, CHINA, LIEUTENANT MURAKAMI THEN INVITED ME TO REFAY HIS CALL ASHORF
UHICH IRVITATICN | RESPECTFULLY DECLINED, AT #9583 THE JAFANESE TENDER CLEARE
THE &SI1DE.

5. AT /854 THE PANAY AGAIN RESUMED HER WAY UF THE RIVER. AT 1137 |
ANCHORED THE PANAY AT A FOINT TWENTY MILES UPRIVER FROM NANKING, AND ABOUT
TuO HUNDRED AND TWENTY ONE MILES ABOVE WOOSUNG, IN A EROAD, OFEM SFACE IN
THE FIVER. MY REASONS FOR ANCHORING THERE WAS SIMFLY TO KESF OUT OF THE WAY
9F THE CONTENDING ARMIES; THIS LOCATION SEEVMED HIGHLY DESIRABLE. WE WERE
EASILY y|319LE ESPECIALLY ACCOMPANIED AS WE WERE BY THREE STANDARD ©IL TANK-
ER; FOT wILES AROUND, ON EVERY 3IDE, IT SEEMED UNLIKELY THAY ANY TROOPS

OULE TRY To CROSS THE RIVER IN OUR ViciTy, 1 SELECTING THIS SFOT, |



FAGE THREE
HAD IN MIND MOT DMLY THE SAFETY OF THE PANAY AND THE EVACUEES wHOM SHE WAS
CARRYING, BUT ALSQ THE SAGETY AND WELL DEING GF THE AMERICAN SHIFS N THE
CONVOY, AND THE|R PERSONNEL. IMMEDIATELY UPON ANCHORING, ! FOSTED SENTRY
LOCROUTS FOR AIRFLANES AKD TROOP-MOVEMENTS, AT 1308 | ALLOWED A PARTY OF
ABOUT EICHT MEN TC VISIT THE MEIFING NEARDY FIR A olASE OF BEER. THEGE MEN
WEHE UTILL ON BOARD THE MEIPING WHEN THE &TT<uK 8TARTED, ANC WERE, THEREFOURE,
UHABLE T0O RETURN TO THE SHIF.,

B+ AT ADOUT 1327 THE LOOKOUT CALLED DOWN THAT TW0 PLANES WERE IN
SIGHT ABOUT FIFTEEN THOUSAND FEET, THE WEATHER WAS CLEAR WITH COOD VISIEIL-
ITY AND NO wWiIND. THE FLANES WERE CLEARLY VISIEBLE PEFITE THEIR ALTITUDE WHICH
MAY NOT HAVE BEEN AS REPORTED TO ME; AT THAT TIME | HWAD NO IDEA WHATSOEVER
THAT THE FLAMES INTENDED TO ATTACK US. AEOUT THIS TIME | WENT UP TO THE
BRIDBE WITH C4YM JOMN LANE IN ORJER TO KEEF A BETTER LOOKOUT FOR FURTHER
PLANE 4/ PROACHES. AEOUT 1329 | LODKED OUT THE DOOB.OF THE ERIDGE TO FICK
UP AGAIN THE TWO PLANES | HAD ORICINALLY SEEN, AND WAS ASTOMISHED TO DiS-
COVER THAT BOTH wERE RAFIOLY LOSING ALTITUDE IM A& CIRECTION YOWARD US. alL=
MOZT IMMEDIATELY THEY AFPEARED TO G0 INTO POWER DIVES. LANE AND | BOTH
STEFPED IKSIDE THE BRIDGE, AND ALMOST IMMEDIATELY, A COME SEEMED 70 STAIKE
CIRECTLY GVER OUR MEADS, RIFPPING A BIC HOLE IN THE ROCF OF THE BRIDGE, |
LOST COMECIDUSNESS FOR WHAT MUST HAVE BEEN ONLY A VINUTE OR TWd; WHEH |
CAME 7O, | DISCOVERED MYSELF ON THE DECK OF THE BRIDGE » BALLY STUNMED wiTH
MY HEAD COVERED. WITH BLOCD, AND MY RIGHT LEG PAINFULLY INJURED AT THE HIP
MAKING IT (MFOSEIBLE FOR ME TO RISE TO MY FEET. A HOLE HAD ~LS50 BEEW JRGKEM
IN THE DECK OF THE BRIOGE NEAR WHERE LANG AND 1| HAD BEEN STANDING. | ASKED
LANG IF HE WERE INJURED, TO WHICH HE REPLIED, ™ MO, SIR.™ NOT BEING AELE TO
DETERMINE THE EXTENT OF THE DAMAGE FROM THE INSIDE OF THE BRIDGE, WHICH WAS
COMPLETELY WRECKED, 1| ASKED MIM TO FUT A LIFE JACKET ON ME AND HELP ME DOWN
TQ THE SHIF'S EALLEY WHICH 1§ ON THE MAIN DECK, AND A GOOD CENTRAL FOINT
FROM wHICH TO DJRECT OPERATIONS.B BEFORE | WAS ABLE TO REACH THE GALLEY,
PHICH WeSNEg WaS NECESSARILY A SLOW PROCESS ON ACCOUNT OF MY DISABLING
HOUND, | HEARD THE PANAY'S WACHINE GUNS FIiRING, AND REALIZED THAT THE CREW
WAS CANRYING OM, FROBAELY UNDERTHE IMMECIATE DIRECTION OF LIEUTEMANT ANDERS,
WY CXECUTIVE OFFICER. AT THE GALLEY | BENT LaNG, CQu, TO NOTIFY ALL OFFICERS
THAT | WAS IN THE EALLEY, INCAPACITATED, AND TO TELL THE ENGINEER OFFICER,
LIEUTENANT (JG) GEIST TO LET ME KMOW IF WE WERE TAKING WATER, AND ALSO IF




<& FOUR
© COULD GET THE SHIP URDERWAY, ADOUT THIB TIME | NOTICED MH. J. HALL FAXTOM,
JECOUD SECRETARY OF THE AMER!CAK EMCASSY IN 'FHI!I'H, BHE DF THE FABSENGERS,
STANDING ON DECK JUST OUTSIDE OF THE GALLEY. 1 AYKED Wit 70 FLEASE COME 1R
AND HOLD ME UF WHICH HE VERY KINOLY DIC, REMAINING WITH ME THEREAFTER.

7. FROW THEMN ON PLANES EOMBED US CONTINVOUSLY UHTIL ABOUT 1425.THEY
LFEEARED TO DE ATTACKING U4 N HELAYS OF TwWO OR THREE EACH, THE FIRST EROU
That CAVE OVER, DIVE-BOMEED FROW & CONSIDERABLE ALTITUDS wHICH KEFT THEW
SEYOND RAMEE OF OUR LEWIS MACHINE CUNS, LATER WHEH THE FARAY WAS VISIGBLY
SIAGHED-UP, THEY CAUE MUCH CLOSER, AND NOT QKLY LET GO THEIR ROMES FROM LOW
ALTITUDES OF PERHAF3 ONE QR Two HUNDRED FEET, DMT ALED MaCHINE-CGUNNED OQUR
DECKS, FIRING AS THEY CAME DOWN DIVING. | OISTINCTLY HEARD THE!R EUND WHICH
HAD A DIFFERENT SOUHG FROW THE PANAY'S, | WAl INFORMED AT THE TIME THAT THL
FLANES “ERE JAPANESE NAVY FLANES, TDENTIFIED BY THEIR CHARACTERISVIC RED
CJACLE. ACCORDING TO Y RECKOMING, THE PANAY MUST PAVE RECEIVED AROUT TRENTY
FOUR DIKECT HITS; | COULD NOT GELIEVE IT WAS FOSSIELE FOR SUCH & SMALL SHIF
v0 PECEIVE SUCH DAMAGE AMD STILL FLOAT. | WAS INFORMED LATER THAT THE FIREY
Eola UMICH DIBABLED ME, ALSD FUT THE FORWARD THREE INGH GUN ANC THE RADIO R
ROEW DUT OF ACTION, AMD SRIUCHT DOuN THE FOREMAST.

B, AT 1358 THE SHIF AFPEARED TD BE SETTLIRE QUITE FACT EAnwRTLE,

AEFORE THE ENCIMEER OFFICER COULE REACH ME TO GIVE WE & REPORT ON THE 3TATUS

‘Ui PHOPELLINE MACHINERY, | THOUGHT 1 HEARD A SHARE AUSH UF STEAM ES-

e el

| CAFIHG FROM OUR STEAMING SOILER. A MINUTE OR TWO AFTER THsT, ENGION BIWERSE,

THT COMUVUNICATION UFFICER, CakE INTD THE GALLEY AND STATED THAT THE M + 0

PLALALY SINKING, ANS ASKED IF HE SHOULD THROW OVERBOLRD THE CONFIDENTIAL FUB.

LICATIONS. | TOLD HiM TO CEY THEN ALL OVEREOARD AS QUitKLY AS POGEITLE
10 H!E UTLDST TO THROW THE CONFIDERTIAL AND SECRET FAPERBOVERBOARD , ©UT O
HOT COUPLETE THE WORX RECALSE OF THE REFEATED BOMZING SHICH SEEVED TO EE FO-

CUSED 13 THE VACINITY OF THE RADIOROOM, 1 ALSO TOLD WM TO GEND A SROOND
JESSENGER FOR LIEUTENART (J8) GENST, THE ENSINEER OFFICER. LIEUTEMNANT GEIST
RERORTED ZHORTLY THERERFTLRAND BAID «E COULD HOE CET UNDERSAY EECAUSE THE
STEAN NG BOILER HAD EEEN RUFTURED, | THEREUPGR TOLD WIW TO PUT THE HOMCLITE
FUES Ol THOSECUMFAATMENTS MICH SEEMED TO 8E FILLING FASTEST, ENSICN ni=-
WERSE RETURNED & FEW MINUTES LATER 0 STATE THAT ALL THE HOMDLITE FULFS. HAD
BEEN WRECMED BY BOUBE,

G ABOUT THiS TIME SOUSONE INFORMED ME THAT WE ATFEANED TO RE IN Dall-
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FPAGE FIVE
GER OF BEING RUN DOWN BY ONE OF THE SOCONY WESSELS. | GOT W, PAXTON TO

C4RAY ME TO THE DOOR OF THE GALLEY, ANC FRCW WHAT | COuLh GEE, | SUFPISED
THAT THE VESSEL WAS ATTEMFTING TU COME ALCNGS IDE THE PANAY, FROCABLY TO
TLKE OFF CUR PERSONNEL, AEOUT THAT IHETﬁHT ANOTHER BTURM OF OOMES FELL EOTH
Oh THE FANAY AND THE SOCOWY SKIF; THE LATTER THEN ABAKDCHED HER ATTEMFT TO
HELF THE FANAY. IT SHOULD EE REMEMEERED THAY ATTACKING FLANES COHCENTRATED
ALMOST ALL THEIR EFFORTS QN THE PANAY DURLNG AT LEAST THE FIRST HALF HCUR,

13, THEN, Y 146¢, 1T GEEMEC UNLIKELY TO WE THAT | SHOULD EC ABLE T2
EAVE THE SHIP. ADCUT 1472 ENSIEN BIAERIE RETURNED AND SAID HE TAOGUGHT WE
S QULD ABANDON SHIF, ESPECIALLY AS HE THOUGHT THE JOE AOULD TAME SOME TIME
ATH ONLY TWO EMALL EOATS. ACCORDINGLY, 1 CAVE THE ORDER TO ABAKDON SHIF,
AND TO START EY SENDING THE WORST WOUMDED ASHORE FIRST. RBOATS CONTAINED
MLY wOUNDED EXCEFT FOR THE BOATS CREWS, CEM MAHLMANI, AMD SEVERAL OF THE
CREW THAT HAD NOT SEEN INJUREC THEN CAME TO THE ZALLEY TO PUT WE 1N THE FI35T
nOAT. | FROTESTED ACAINST LEAVING THE BHIF AT ThIS TIME, AND WAS LOST UNWILLIH
T0 00 S03§UT, 1T AFPEARKEDTHAT THEY OID HOT HEED WY PROTEST BECAUSE OF MY CON-
GITION, WITH MR, PAXTON'S ASSISTANCE THEY CARRIED ME DOWN THE DECK, AND LAID BE
ME FLAT upihw FACE ACROSS THE BOW OF THE MOTOH EAMPAN.

11. JU 3T BEFORE LEAVING THE SHIF, | TOLD ENSIEN BIWERSE TC REMA N
ON BOARD, TELLING LIEUTEMANT ANDERS AKD THE OTHER OFFICERS THAT 1 WAl BEING
TAKEN ASHORE, AMD THAT IF THE ATTACK SHOULD CEASE, | WANTED ENSICH BIWERSE
70 FEMAIN ON BOARD WITH A SMALL DETAIL OF ABOUT 31X UKINJURED WEN TO DD WHAT
THEY COULD TO KEEF THE SHIP FROM GOING DOWH. AND THAT 1N ANY CASE, ENZIGN
CIWERSE AND H15 DETAIL #ERE TQ BE THE LAST 70 LEAVE. | KNEW AT THAT TIME THAT
ENSIGH BIWERSE WAE THE ONLY UMINJURED OFFICER ,ALTHOUGH SUFFERINE FROM SHOCK,
AND HAVING MOST OF HIS CLOTHES BLOAN OFF, AND BELIEVED THAT LIEUTEMANT ANDERS
AND LUIEUTENANT (JG) GEIST WERE SUFFICIENTLY INJURED TO JUSTIFY THEIR LEAVING
THE GHIF EEFORE THE LAST EOATLOAD. ENSIGHN EIWERSE LATER REFORTEL TO ME ASHORE
THAT EVERYGCODY WAS OFF THE BHIF, INCLUDING ALL THE PASSEHGERS, AND THAT HE HAD
NOT REMAINED BEHING WITH HIS DETAIL BECAUSE HE WAS CONVINGED THE SHIF WIGHT
SINK AT ANY MINUTE, AND FURTHERMORE, THAT THE BOMBING FLANES MIGHT RETURN. |
AFPROVED HIS ACTIOM IN LEAVIKG THE SHIP AS IT WAS 03VIOUSLY INPOSSIBLE TO SAVE
HER.AFEER,ARRIVING OM SHORE, | WAS INFORMED 30TH THE MOTOR SAMPAN AHD PULL-




ING SANFAN Hau SEEN MACHINE GURMED BY THE ATTACKIMNG FLANES. SCVETILE
THEREAFTER | HEARD TrE BOUND OF A VOTOR LAUNCH IM THE RIVER CLCEE TO
WMHERE WE @ZRE WIDDEN 14 THE REEN3; THE LAUNCH STAVED MK OUR WICINITY
A FEW RINUTES ale YHE LEFT, | CAMNOT 34AY :-‘H.-"H—._T-’% i HOT THEY ATTEWFTED
TO EEARCH FOR US BECAUSE | WAS WEEFINE MY YEN OUT OF SIGHT AND HAD
DELIEERATELY LEFT MO DEERIS ON THE CZACH £Y wHICH wiE COULE BE TRAGED,
SHORTLY AFTYERVARDS A SECONU LAUNCH 'PASSED; MTANAHILE WHEM | DIHCOYERED
THAT THE SHIP WAS STILL AFLOAT, | SENT FOR ENSISN DIWERSE AND TOLL Hik
TO TAKE THE MOTCR SAMPAN AN CRUSE TaE RIVER TO WHERE THE STAKDARD GIL
YESSELS MAD ZEEN ZEACHED Ii TRUBH TG TIY TO JET STANDARD J1t LAUNCHES
TO TAKE THE PANAY N TOd ANG BEACH HER. AT THIG TIGE | BEXFLAINED 1
EMSICN DIWENSE THAT | WANTELD HIL T3 COMSIODER HICGELF A5 JCING 1IN GOMLwsD
OF THE HULK At THE JPERATIONG TO MOVE HEW, DECAUSE ¢F THC PACEENCLE CF
THE JAFAHESE LAUMCAES MENTIONED TWHIS OFERATICH wam Wi n-',-hl-ELa GUT A3
WE ALL FELT THAT AN EFFORT W45 ZEWNG MADE TN EXTERUINATE L8,

12, ASQUT THIS TIME THE PLANES JTARTED S0MZiNd THE JTAKDARD
Q0L YESSELA, AT 1425 THEY CEAEED BOAMDING THE FaHAY ALTUCETHER GWMICH AT
THAT TIKE AFFEARED LIXKELY T S1KE AT AKY VOMENT: 1T SHOULD SE REWMEMEERED
THAT THE BUMFING PLANES FIAET CURCENTRATED THEIR ATTACK Cf THE rilaY.
IT WAS wHILE THEY wWERE LOVEING THE PANAY THAT TWO OF THE STANDARD 01l
VESSELS WERE ACLE TO GET UKDERWAY AKD ZEACH THEVSELVEE,

13, ITh GHLY Tl SHALL BOATE AVAILABLE IT TOOK MARY RETURN
TRIPE TU TAKE ALL THE FERSUMNEL OFF THE BHIF;STARTING AT 1435 wE COMFLETED
THE OPERATIONS AY A LITTLE AFTER 1584, SOMETIME ZEFORE THE SHIF 3ANK
| HERRD THE KAYTTLE OF HMACHINE CUMS ANT WAS INFORVED THAT AH AHUED JAF=
AMESE EOAT WAE FIRING 0N THE FANAY. | waAS SULSEQUENTLY [NFGHMED THAT
THIE C0AT HAG FUT SEVERAL WEH ON SOALRU «HO REVAINED UNLY & FEw MINUTES
LMD CTHER LEFT. 1 WAS SHGRTLY INFORMED THAT THE S2HIF SANK #ITH HER COLOHS
BTILL FLYING AT 185& TURNING UVER TU STARBDARD,

18, WHILE CN DCARD THE ROAR OF THE BGVE EXPLOSIONS AND THE
FIECES OF DEERIS FLYING AROUND MADE IT IMFUSZIOLE TO KEEP ANY WRITTEN
HECORD CF THE VARIUUS HITS, THE DAMMBE SUSTAINED, UR THE ITJURIES TC
PERSUNMEL.  HOWEVER, THERE was ASSCLUTELY 0 FANIC. THE GROERE I CAVE
wERZ CARRIED OUT EXACTLY. THE 3diF HAD THE NOREAL YANGTIE SUNGUAT
GENERAL JUARTERS STATION BILL; WE HAD SFECIAL CETAILL FOR AlR DEFERGE
WHATH (HVOLVED USING DNLY OUR MACHINE BUNE 1IN ORGER TO AVQID OPENING
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E SEVEN

THE HATCHES LEADINE TO THE THREE IKCH MAGAZINLZ., | WANTEL TO FREVENT
RAVING THE SHIF ELOWN UP €Y HER Owh THREE |NCH POWDER, THE PANAY ALSO
HAD AN ABANDOW SHIP DILL; WY REAZON FOR GIVING THE OROER TO AZANDON SHIP
WAS THAT | OBSERVED THAT SHE WAS SETTLING DOWN BY THE HEAD TC STARECARD,
AND IT WAS REPORTED YO ME A5 FREVIUUSLY NUTED THAT SHE MIGHT SINK AT ANY
MINUTED, | FELT MY WEXT DUTY, IF | COULD NOT SAVE THE SKIF, WAS TO SAVE
THE LIVES OF AS WANY A4S POSSIBLE OF THE CREW AND PASSENGERS, THE HULL
HAD MANY WOLES WHEN ABANOCNED AND wAS SHIFEING WATER SATHER SAPI0LY., T
WOULD HAVE BEEN IMPOSSICLE TO GET THE ShIP UNDERWAY TU BEACH HER BECAUSE
HER STEAMIKG BUILER HAD BEZN RUPTURED, ALTHOUSK | WAS TAKEN ASHORE IN
uné OF THE FIRST BOATS WiTh THE CADLY wOUNDED 1 CONSIDERED We3ELF M
COMAND OF THE BHIF AND CREW THROUGHOGUT; ANOD WHEN | TURNED THE SHIP OVER
TQ ER3IGHN BIWERSE JUBT BEFORE EEING PUT INTO THE EOAT, | CI0D 80 wiTH

THE IDEA THAT HE WAS THE ONLY ASLE EUGIED GFFICER LEFT wHO COULD REMAIN
BEHIND AMD INSURE THAT EVERY PERSGON HAD PCCN BEWOVED. | MNEVER AELIKGUI SH=
ED COMIAND ALTHOUGH | WAS UNADLE T0 ZE 110 MDRE THAN ONE PART OF THE SHIP
ON-ACCOUNT OF MY PHYSICAL CONDITION. | 1ELTENANT \MOERT, MY EXECUTIVE
OFFICER, WITH GREAT COURAGE AND FERSEVERANCE VAINTAINLD THE FIRE OF ALL

OUR MACHINE GUNS; ALTHOUGH KE HAD BEEM GADLY WOUNDED ALMOST |vwEDIATELY
I8 THE THROAT, AND LATER (N THE ARM AND SOTH HAMDS. HE WAS APLE. HOue
EVER, TO KEEP HiE FEET AND VAINTAIMED ACTIVE CHARGE.

1!, AB ALREADY YENTICHED 1 HAD WY WEN AEANDON SHIF 1N THE
URDER OF THE WORST WOUNGED. FIRST ) SENT THE BOATS TO THE NEAREST LAND
#HICH WA3 COVERED BY HIGH REEDS. | TOLD THE MEN THAT AFTER THEY REACHED
THE BEACH THEY WERE TO GET IN SHORE AND HIDE IN THE REEDS WITHOUT HOWEVER
GETTINE TOO FAR SEPARATED. AFYER GETTING 4LL THE VEM OFF THE SHIF AND
I THE BEACH WE FOUMD TWD JAPANESE FLAMES FLYING FalALY LOW OVERHEAD
AFPARERTLY LOUKING FOR THE FANAY SURVIVORS., THE REEDS HUWEVER AFPARENTLY
AFFORCED LS SUFFICIENT COVER TO REMAIN UNSEEM. THESE FLANES SUBSEGUENTLY
DEFARTED, BUT SHORTLY LATER COMBING ATTACKI VERE VADE M THE TWO STAKDARD
OIL VESSELS, WHICK WERE DY HOW BEACHED UN THE DAUK OPFOSITE US. THE
THIAD STAKDARD OfL VESSEL #AD ALREADY BEfn SUNK BY HCLES,

o
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FAEE EVGHT

16, MY PLaN FUR THE RETURM. OF THE SHIPS COMPANY TO THE Juk
DICTIGN OF THE Ug HAVY Al TO HAVE ZSVERYDME REWAIM UNDER COVER NEAR
WE HAC LANDED UNTIL AFTER CAHK; THEIN HAVE THE WORAT wOUNDED LOADEQ OM
SOARD A 3TANGARD OIL LAUNCH, WHICH #AS NEAR &NT HAD 9ESN ABANDCNED BY
HER HATI?E CREW, AND TOWED AQ0UND T THE UAINLAND A SUALL BOwWTING
PARTY eMICH haD BEEH 3ENT QUT 1O CHECK OB On THE
MHICH: %E HAD . LANDED REFCRTED I0 ME THAT WE WERE. ON AN VSLAND,

17 LIEUTENANT ARTHUA E. ANDERS, LY EXECUTIVE DFFICER, Wad

GEUORAFMICAL LPCT ON

BY THIS TIVE BADLY WEAKEMED FROM LO3S OF BLOGOD, AND LISUTENANT (Jg)
GEIST A3 AL30 BADLY WOUMDED iN THE LES, ENSIGK BIWERSE 4AD ESCAPED
ACTUAL IHCURY BUT WAS SUFFERING SOMEGHAT FROW SHOCK. | FEILT THAT UND
THE CIRCUMETANCES OF OUR URGENT CONDITION Ast 708ITI0N THAT | ShiULU
UTILIZE THE EXPEHIENCE AND MATURE JUDEEMENT OF QAFTAIY FRANK N, ROBER

US ARMY, THE ASSISTANT MILITARY ATTACHE TO THE AMESICAN EMBASEY 1N O

WHO HAD COME GN BOARD AT NANMING., HE HAD FSCAFED IHJURY AND WAE WOET

T0 SFCAK

ANXICUS AS AN QFFICER TO ASELST VE IN ANY @AY. HIS ADILLTY

CHIKESE Wi ALSD A YALUAELE FACTUR. | THEREFORE AFPUIHTED HIM AL KY

fUMEDIATE REFRESENTATIVE TO TAME ACTIVE FHYSICAL THARCE UNDER MY T
tEN , AND SUCH DRUERS A5 HE GAVE WERE AFTER CONIULTATION «ITH ME AN BY
oY AUTHORITY AMD DIRECTION, | ALSD ACHSCWLED W TEFULLY THE KIND AND
EFFICIENT ASSIETARCE OF MR. ATCKESON. N THE SAME wa¥Y 1T 15 MY ARATEFUL
CUTY TO ADD THAT CAPTA(N ROCERTS SERYICES of AESOLUTELY ITHVALUASLE AND
1T 19 [MFOSSIBLE FUR WE TU EXFRESS wY FULL IECIATION OF THEW. | AM
SURE THAT EVERY MEMBER 0OF THE PARTY WOLLD ARIEE THAT HIS EFFICIENCY,
KIKDN=ES5, AHD TACT ANHD HIS E.l.r‘EﬁI.'EN*iE N, HANDLING AN OPERATION OF THIS
MATURE ON SHORE GREATLY CONTRIOUTED TO OUR FINAL ESCAFE. MR. ATCHESDN,
WHG . ALS0 BPEAKS CHINESE, AGREED AT MY REQUEST T4 AEVAIN WITH THE PARTY
T¢ FACILATATE DEALIKGS WITH CHINESE 0FF 12

18. AT ABOUT 1718 THE BECOND GECHETARY OF THE EMBASSY, MA. J.
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HALL -PAXTON wHC ALSO SPEAXT CHINESE, LEFT QUR PARTY AT MY REQUEST 10 TRY

T0 GET 4 MESSAGE THROUGH EITHER BY TELEFMONE O 72 EGRAFH TO THE AMER
CAN AMEASSADOR AT HANKOW INFORVING Hiyv QF OUR PLIGHT

BT by i e M s
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FAGE NINE
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7o. ' 'AS ALAEADY WENTIOMEL AFTER DARK ALL ADLE SODIED WEN TAACK-
€0, THE LAUNCH CARRYING THE WOUNDED ARJUND THE LITTLE IBLAND ON @MiCH WE
WAD FOUND OURSELVES CLOSE TO THE WAINLAND. N THE MEANTIME MR, PAXTON
4O 4D GONE ON AHEAD SENT BACK COOLIE CARRIERS FROM THE FIRST ViLLAGE

0 THEY CARRIED OUR WOUNDED THERE. AT THIS VILLAGE WE ENGAGED WURE
JLTES AND "SET OUT FUR“THE NEXT VILLASE 1HLAKD NOSHEEN, WHICH WAS S5
MILES LWAY AND 37 MILES INLARD FROM THE RIVER BARK. MY FLAN WAS TO TRAVEL
¢ HIGHT AND HIDE BY DA¥. WHEN WE ARRIVED AT HUSHIEM ABGUT MIDNKGHT WE
EAE RECEIVED ANUG TREATED WiTr THE GREATEST HINDNESS BY THE MAGIETRATE
NG ALL THE CHINESE THERE, AND WERE (UARTERED IN THE HOSFEITAL WHERE WE
AEMAHED THROUGHOUT THE DAYLIGHT BERICD. ON MONDAY, 13 DECEWBER, ENG-
WIKGER STOREKEEPER FIRST CLASS, ANy MR. SANGRO SANDRI, ITALIAN JOURNAL-
|57, GIED FROM THEIR INJURIES WHILE WE WERE THERE.

28, AT DARK THAT EVENING' 13 DECEMBER, WE SET OUT FOR THE NEXT TOWN
IKLAND HANSHAN BY JUNKS WHICH CAFYAIN ROZERTS hal ENGAGED. IT WAS 4HILE
WE WERE AT HANIHAN APPROXIMATELY 12 HILES INLAND FRO# THE LEFT NORTH
BANK THAT | RECEIVED “WORD OF THE AMERITAN AND BRITIEH CUNBOATS wHICH HAD
DEEN SENT TO ASSIST US, AND UF THE PRESENCE OF & JAPANESE GUKNBODAT TO
-UARANTEE US SAFETY FROV FURTHER ATTACKS. THE MAGISTRATE AND THE CHINESE
RESIDENTS OF THE SS0CND VILLAGE WERE JUST AS HELPFUL &5 THUSE OF THE FIRSY
FINDING THE PARTY, ANO REMDERING VENICAL AID THEY SERE #ILLING TO HAVE US
Ik SPITE OF THE FAGT TrAT THEY ‘THOUGHT A2 UE DID, THAT UUR FRESEKCE AMDNG
; THEV WOULD ORAW DOWN BOURINE ATTACKS FARCH ThE JAPAMESE PLANES.

. a1.  WE LEFT HANSHAN ABOUT 120 CN 14 DFCEVBER IN THE SAVE

JUNKS 1N WHICH WE HAD ARRIVED AND REACHED THE YANGTZII RIVER ABOUT 2145

THAT NIGHT, THE ENTIRE PARTY Was ON DOARL YHE US8 0AHU AHD HMS LADYRIRD
gY 139 15 DECEMDER,

22. ALL THE PAGSEMGERS WHOD WERE N BOAAD THE FANAY WERE THERE
AT THElR OWN REQUEST. I W NOT KNOW wHAT LUSGES OF PERSONNEL PROFERTY
THEY MAY MAVE SUSTAIMED OTHER THAN THEIR CAMERAS AND WHAT WAS CONTAINED
Ih THETR TRAVELLING BAGS EXCEPT IN THE CASE OF WR. FAXTOM, Wr0 HAD PREV-
[OUSLY TURNED OVER TO ME A LOCKED GRIEF CASE WHICH | HAD HIDDEN BENEATH

MY DUNK; THE NATURE OF THE CONTENTS OF WHICH | WAS NOT INFORVED. M.

PAXTON HAD ALSO GIVEN ME FOR SAFE KEEPING A VALUABLE CHINEEE VASE.

——



W E8SRS. ATCHESON, PAKTON, AND TASSIE AND CAFTAIN ROBERTS WAD, | BELIEVE,
UNE OR MORE TRUNKS AFIECE, \

23. ) HAVE WO COMPLAINT TO MAKE REGARDING THE CONDUCT OF ANY
OFF ICER OR ENLISTED LAN. DH ANY PASSENGER. IN MY OFINION EVERYONE ACTED
WITHIFINE COURAGE AU INITIATIVE., | CONSIDER THAT THE ﬁchﬂH oF Ny
OFFICERS AND CREW IN ATTEWPTING TO RETURN THE FIRE, TENDERING FIRST
WD, SAFELY EVACUATING ALL PERSONNEL, TRAMSPURTATING THE WOUNDED,
KEEFING ‘TOOETHER, AND RETURNING AS DME® PARTY WITH THE UEAD AND WOUNDED
I8 SUFFICHENT EVIDENCE OF THEIR COURAGE, DISCIPLINE, AND FORTITUDE.
KEENLY REGRET THAT MY OWN INJURY PREVENTED ME FROM OBSERVIMG IHDIVIDUAL
ACTE OF COURAGEOUS CONDUCT OF WHICH | FEEL CERTAIN UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES
EVERY OFFICER ANMD [2AM FERFORMED BOTH, WHILE ON EOARD SMIF AND DURING THE
SUBSEQUENT TRAVELLING ASHORE. | WAS PARTICOLAALY IMFRESLED BY, AND
GRATEFUL FOR, THE 416H VORALE AND ‘CHESRFUL AND FAITHFUL UARNER LI WICH
MY DFFLGERE +AND - MEN-ASSISTED ONE ANODTHER. | DEEW 1T Y DUTY HUWEVER TO
COMMENT PARTICULARLY UPON THE COOL AND COURAGEGDE CONDUCT OF LIEUTENANT
ARTHUR F. ANDERS, MY EXECUTIVE OFFICER, WHO THOUGH WOUNDED 1w JEVERAL
FLACES, UNAALE TU SPEAK, AND SUFFERING SEVERE LJSS OF 8LO0D; KEPT WIS
FEET,.DIRECTED THE FIAE, AND SUFERVISED THE ABANDON SHIP, «HI§ COMOUCT
WAS AN INSPIRATION TO ALL MANDS, | ALSC CONSIDER THAT LIEUTENANT GLARK
G. GRAZIER, MEDIGAL CORPS, US HAVY, THE ONLY DOCTOR %O WAS FORTUMATELY
NOT WOUNDED DISPLAYED TOOLNESS, ABILITY, AND RESOURCEFULLNESS wITH HIS
TREATMENT OF THE LANY WOUNDED; B5OTH WHILE UNDER FIRE ASDARD SHIF AKD
UM DER VERY DIFFICULT CONDITIONS ASHORE, HIS UNTIRING EFFGATS AMD
PROFESSICNAL SKILL UNDCUBSTEDLY CONTRIGUTED SREATLY T{ REODUCE THE SERIOUS-
NES5 OF THE INJURIES,

24, THE CASUALTIES TU PERSONMMEL SUSTAINED UN J0ARD THE FANAY
OR IN OPEN SAMPANS AFTER ABANDUNING SHIF WERS AS FOLLUWS: DEAD: CHARLES
L. ENSWINGER STOREKECFER FIRST CLASS, EDCAR G. WULSERUS COWSVAIN, uR,
EANDRO SANR] FTALIAN JOURNALIST; SERIOUSLY INJURED: JAMEE J. HUSHMES
LIEUY. COMMANDER, ARTHUR F, ANDERE, LIEUT, , JOMN W, GEIST LiEuT. (JG),
JOMN H. LANG CHIEF QUARTERMASTER, CARL H HIRK ZLECTRICIAME WATE FIRST
CLABS, ALEX KOZAK MACHIKISTS MATE SECOKND CLa:, PERES L. ZICLER SHIFS
COOK THIRD CLASS, NEWTOM L. DAVIS FIREMAN FIRST 0LA35; MINOR INJURIES:

i




FAGE ELEVEN

CHARLES 8. ADAMS RADIOMAN SECOND CLASS, TOMY EARBA SHIPS COOK THIRD CLASS,
JCHN A. DONKCSK) GUNNERS MATE THIRD CLASS, ERMEST C. BRANCHM FIREMAN FIRST
LAGS, RAYMOND L. BROWNING TLECTRICIAKS WATE THIRD CLASS, WALTER CHEATHAM
CORSWAIN, THOMAS A EuLsunn CHIEF FHARMACI9TS MATE, J0nH A. UIRNHOFER
SEAVAN FIRST CLASS, YUAH T. ERH MESS ATTENDAKT FIRST CLASS, FRED 6.
FICHTENMAYER CARPENTERS MATE FIRST CLASS, EMERY F, FISRER CHIEF wATER-
TEUNER, MICHAEL GERENT MACHINISTS MATE SECOMD CLASS, CECIL 6. GREEN
SEAVAN FIRST CLASS, JOHN L. HODGE FIREMAN FIRST CLASH, FON B. HUFFUAN
AATERTENDER SECOND CLASS, H. JOHNSON MACHINISTE MATE SECOND CLASE, H.
KERGKE COXSWAIN, PETER M. KLUMPERS CHIEF MACHINISTS VATE, wiLLiaw P,
LANDER SEAUAN FIRST CLASS, ERNEST R. MAMLMANN CHIEF DOATSHAING VATE,
WILL 1AM A, HGEABE FIREMAN FIRST CLABS, STAMLEY W, MCECWEN SEAMAMN FIRSY
CLASS, JAMES H, PECK QUARTERMASTER SECOND CLASS, REGINALD P, FETERCON
RADIOMAN BECOND CLASS, VERMOM F. FICKETT CHIEF MACHINIBTS MATE, KING
F. Buke HEES ATTENDAKT FIRST CLASS, HARRY B, TUCK SEAMAK FIRST CLASS,
CLED E. WAXLER BOATSWAINS VATE SECOND CLASS, JOAN T. #EHER YEOUAN FIRST
CLASS, ROEERT R. WEBARD FIREMAN FIRST CLASS, KENNETH J. RICE ELECTAICIANS
MATE THIRD CLASS, CHARLES §. SCHROYER SEAVAM FiInsT CLASS, FAR ¢. wong HE53
ATIENGANT FIRST 'CLASS, CLARK G. GRAZIER LIZUT (MC), DENMIS H. BIWERSE

ENSITK, THE FatLo®ING C_I‘)'ILII,H PASSENGERS WERE ZERIOUSLY INJURED: EmitE

GAZSIE EVMBASSY CGLERK, JAMES MARSHALL COLLIEARS fuf?:ﬁ?ﬂhuéﬂ 3 MINDR IMJOLRIES!

Jo HALL PAXTON SECOND SECRETARY, ROY SQUIRES CHINA WWPORTING AND EXFORT NS
FOLLGWING CIVILIAN ON EOARD MEIFING NINOR INJURIES, F.h, VINEE ERITISH
AMER ICAN TOBALCO] FOLLOWING CIVILIAN OM DDARD MEIHSLA DEAD, L.H, CARLEOH
LASTER, ;

EIGNED  JAMES J HUGHES.

COURT ‘OF TNQUIRY HAB FIN(SHED TAKING TESTIMONY. AS SCoM A3
AECORD OF PROCERDINES 18 RECEIVED FINDFNES wilLL BE FORWARDED &% RADIO
i FLAIH LANGUABE.




The repert which followed this memcrandum was an exact duplicate of the
eleven page repert on the Fanay incident which is to be found in this

folder therefore it was not recopied.
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SHEEY 2.

PAIT v

WART WENT ON BOARS ANn WAL INFORVE™ THAT THE USS PANAY AN~ CONVOY NERE
UCEEMI NG TO ANCHORAGE THENTY Elg@HT VILES ABOVE NANRING ND WARNING A s
| OF ANY MANGER LIKELY TO BE ENCOUNTERER SEVEN THAT AT ABOUT ELEVEN
IARER "ECEMBER TWELFTH NIMETEEN THIRTY BEVEN THE USS PANAY AN M2
YUY ANCHOREN (3B "IN THE YANGTZE ‘RIVER IN'A COMPACT GROLP AT ABOUT
ILEAGE TWO HUNCRER TWENTY OME ASOVE WUDSUNG TWENTY E{GHT MILES ABOVE

MIRG EVGHT THAT THE LSS Panay WaS PAINTEN WITE WITH BUFF UPPER' WORKS

TACKE Ane W RISPLAYE® TWO LARGE HORIZONTAL FLAGS ON MER UPPER RECK
NIRGS PLUSTLARGE COLORS (4P0) AT HER GAFF NIKE THAT THE SOCONY VACUUN

HETZING UETHSIA AN MEVAN EACH ~1SPLAYE" NUMERCUS WORTZONTAL AN
CALAVSRICAN FLAGS OF ALL LARGE SVZIE TEN THAT AT THIRTEEN THINTY TG

IS8 PARAY WERE ENGAGE™ 1N NOG AL SUN~AY ROUTIME AN~ WCRE

clLaRP EXCEPT A VISITING (450 PARTY OF EIGRT MEN Ok BOARS THE

= IFING CLEVEN THAT AT ABOUY THIRTEEN THIRTY EIOHT THREE LARGE JAPANE SE
TURED PLANES 1N A VCE FORMATION WERE OBSERVE® AT A CONSINERANLE

E T PASSI NG CVERHEAN + MIVER AT THIG TiaE w0 OTHER CRAFT WERC In THE

{5011} CONVOY AN~ THERE WAS MO REASOL T

'EVE ‘B THE SrIP3 WEAC IN A AANGEROUS AREA SHEET TWO FOLLOWS NG,

11y 22 nog

B3 ACTION
FEA 05 Cwo 1A 11 13(4) 16(6) 19 20 a3n PX STATE MARCORPS [ 2)
YHITE Hpt'3E




/ NPG 8364,

T2 SNOw V FS5Q GR 491,

oI SHAEA s
PP23 SHEET TWO TWELVE THAT WITHOUT WARNING THESE THREE JAPAMNESE PLANES
RELEASEN SEVERAL BOMBS ONE OR TWO OF WHICH STRUCK ON OR VERY CLOSE TO
THE BOW OF THE U3S PANAY AN™ ANOTHER WHICH STRUCK ON OR VERY CLOSE T0
THE S8 MEIPING THIRTEEN THAT THE BOMBS OF THE FIRST (5§) ATTACK nin
CUNSINERABLE ™AMAGE TO THE USS PANAY nISABLING THE 'FGRWAR" THREE I NCH
GUN SERICUSLY INJURING THE CAPTAIN ANN mﬁ%‘riﬂ':?! NG THE PILOT HOUSE
ANA SICK BAY nISABLING THE RANIOQ EQUIPMENT THE STEAMING FIRERW@ S0 THAT
ALL POWER WAS LOST ANM CAUSING LEAKS IN THE HULL WHICH RESULTEN IN THE
(172) SHIP SETTLING NOWN BY THE HEAm ANN LISTING TO STARBOARN THEREBY
“UNTRIBUTING FUNYAMENTALLY TO THE SINKING OF THE SHIP FOURTEEN THAT
'MMENTATELY THEREAFTER A GROUP OF SIX SINGLE ENGINE™ PLANES ATTACKEN
FACM AHEAD "IVING SINGLY ANY APPEARING TO CONCENTRATE ON THE USS PANAY
A TOTAL OF ABOUT TWENTY BOMBS '.-Wf%} Wﬁnﬁri%:xam CLOSE
ABUARM ANN CREATING BY FRAGMENTS ANM CONCUSSIONS GREAT NAMAGE TO SHIP AND
PLASONNEL THESE ATTACKS LASTEN ABOUT TWENTY MINUTES "URING WHICH TIME AT
LEAST TWC OF THE PLANES ATTACKEN ALSO WITH MACHINE GUNS ONE MACHINE GUN
ATTACK WAS nIRECTEN AGAINST A SHIPS BOAT BEARING WOUNNEN ASHORE (2##)
CAUSING SEVERAL FURTHER WOUNNS ANM PIERCING THE BOAT WITH BULLETS R
FIFTEEN THAT "URING THE ENTIRE ATTACK THE WEATHER WAS CLEAR WITH HIGH
VISIBILITY ANY LITTLE IF ANY WINN SIXTEEN  THAT THE PLANES PARTICIPATING
IN THE ATTACKS ON THE USS PANAY AN ITS CONVOY WERE UNMISTAKINGLY INENTIFIER

BY THEIR MARKINGS AS (25@)



€36
SHEET 2,

/' PEING JAPANESE SEVENTEEN THAT IMUERIATELY AFTER THE FIRST BOMB STRUCK
< ATR MEFENSE STATIONS WERE MANKE™ THE THIRTY CALIBER MACHINE GUNS BATTERY
OPENED FIRE ANT ENGAGEN THE ATTACKING PLANES THROUGHOUT THE REMAINMER
UF THE J ATTACK PERIO™ THE THREC INCH BATTERY WAS NOT MANNEN NOR WERE
ANY THREE INCH SHELLS FIREm AT (3§8]  ANY TIME THIS WAS IN ACCORNANCE
YITH THE SHIPS AIR § REFENSE EILL EIGHTEEN THAT ~URING THE BOMBING MANY
WERE INJUREM BY FLYING FRAGMENTS ANN CONCUSSION AN® ALL SUFFEREN SHOCK
OH THE FIRST BOMB THE CAPTAIN SUFFEREM A BROKEN HIP ANn SEVERE SHOCK

JUON THEREAFTER LIEUTENANT ANTERS EXECUTIVE OFFICER WAS WOUNNER [35d)

( FRAGMENTS |N THROAT ANP HANTS LOSING POWER OF SPEECH LIEUTENANT 2 J8
HEXEX GIEST ENGINEER OFFICER RECEIVEN FRAGMENTS IN THE LEG ENSIGN BIWERSE
A7 CLOTHING BLOWN OFF ANM WAS SEVERLY SHOCKER THIS INCLUMREN ALL THE

INE CFFICERS OF THE SHIP THE CAPTAIN BEING nlSABLE® THE EXECUTIVE OFF ICER
CARRIEM ON HIS nUTIES (49#) GIVING CRPERS IN WRITING HE ISSUEM INSTRUCT-

AN TO BEACH THE SHIP EXTENSIVE NAMAGE PREVENTEN GETTING UNCERWAY/

NS TO SECURE CONFINENTIAL PUBLICATIONS TO GET UNNERWAY/NIMETEEN THAT
i AT ABCUT FOURTEEN HUNPREN BELIEVING IT IMPOSSIBLE TO SAVE THE SHIP ANn
MEITERING THE NUMBER OF WUUNNE™ AN THE LENGTH OF TIME RECESSARY TO (45%)

FER THEM ASHORE IN TWO SMALL BOATS THE CAPTAIN OR™EREn THE SHIP TO
AEANCONE™ THIS WAS COMPLETE™ W BY ABOUT FIFTEEN HUN"REN BY THIS TIME
THE MAIN NECK WAS AWASH AN THE PANAY APPEARE™ TO BE SIMNKING SHEET

THREE FOLLOWS gi1ag.

1711 VP MX., 22 nEC, :/ 1845
@3 AcTION
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PG 6391 T 2 BROW vV FSQ GR 444
FROM CINCAF

ACT 10N  BECNAV cL ?

23 SHEET THREE TWENTY ALL SEVERELY WOUNAER WERE TRANSFERREN ASHORE

L THE FIRST TRIPS THE CAPTAIN PROTESTEN (N KIS OWN CASE THE EXECUTIVE
UFFICER WHEN NO LONGER AHLE TO CARRY ON mUE TO WOUNS LEFT THE SHIP

ON THE MEXT TO THE LAST TRIFP AN~ ENSIGN BIWERSE REMAINE™ UNTIL THE (51)
WEIMERS MM F)AIST RETURME™ TU THE PAMNAY IN OME OF THE SHIPS BOATS TO
GATAIN STORES AN MENICAL SUPPLIES WHILE THEY WERE RETURNING TO THE
BEACGH A JAPAMESE POWER BOAT FILLE® WITH ARME® JAPANESE SOL®IERS
APFRUACHES [18)1) CLOGSE TO THE PAMAY OPEME"™ FIRE WITH A MACHINE GUN

ENT ALUNG SIME BOARMEN ANy LEFT WITHIN FIVE MINUTES TWENTY TWO THAT

AT FIFTEEN FIFTY FOUR THE USS FANAY EHORTLY AFTER THE JAPAMESE BOARN | NG
FARTY HA™ LEFT ROLLEN COVER GN STARBOGAR™ AN™ 3AML (N EFROM SEVEN TO TEN
FATHI OF (159) WATER APPROUAIEATE LATITUNE THIRTY ®ASH FORTY FOUR ™ASH
[RTY KORTH LORGITURE ONE HUNTRED SEVENTCEN (NASH TWENTY SEVEM EAST

FEALLY NG VALUABLE QUVERMMENT PRUPERTY WAS BALVAGE™ TWENTY THREE

THAT AFTER THE PANAY SURVIVORE HA™ REACHE™ THE LEFT BANK OF THE RIVER
E CAPTAIN LK WIEW ( 1S OWK ThJURIES AN THE (29§ INJURIES AN
SUSTAIRE® BY WIS REMATMWING LINE CFFICERS ANt THE BEMERAL FEELING
THAT ATITEMPTS WOULn BE MANE TO EXTERMINATE THE SUAYIVORS REQUESTEN

FTalR FhN ROBERTS U3 ARKY WHO WAS BOT' INJURE® AKN WHO WAS FAMIL 1R

Tri LAND GFERATIONS AN THE CHEMESE  LANGUAGE TG ACT UNNER h1S nIRECTIO

T TRIFP THEKTY CHe THAT AFTER THE PANAY HA™ BEEN ABANRUKE™ MAHLMAN CRM

AP

R e I
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161 GHEET 2

JMLENIATE REPAESENTATIVE CAPTALN ROBERTS FUMCTIOME™ 1N THIS CAPACITY UNTIL 7
g RETURR CF THE PANAY ON SUARN THE USS CAHU ON FIFTEEN NECEVBER RINETEEN
T ATY SEVEN RERFORMING GUTSTANTING SEAVICE TWEMTY FOUR THAT MESIRS
ATCHESGN ARS BARTON OF THE UE EMBASSY BYAFF REN-ERE~ HIGHLY VALUABLE SERVICES
RE WHERE THEIR KMUWLE~GE OF (3@)) THE COUKNTRY AR LAKGUAGE COUPLE™
1TH THEIR RESOURCEFULLBESS AN= SOUSD A~V ICE CONTRIEUTE™ LARSELY TO The
BTy UF THE PARTY TWEKRTY FIVE THAT AFTEAR GUME FLFTY BOURS ASHURE. MURING

Wi FOH - TIWE. ThE EATLRE FARTY SUFFERED MUCH HAASGHIP AN~ EXPOSURE AOVEWHAT
TIZATES BY THE #1ROLY ASUISTANCE GF THE Ch| NESE. THEY RETURKEN AN (33(1)
UARNES THE USS OAHU ARS HMS LASYBIRN TWENTY S1X THAT FROM TRE BEGINKING
OF AN ULBRECECENTET AN™ UNLOGKE™ FOR ATTACE OF BREAT VILLENCE UNTIL TREIR
FILAL RETURK THE SHIPS CUMPANY PASSEMGERS OF THE Uds FANAY WERE SUBJECTER
TAYE. SARGER AR® CONTILUOUS - HARGSHIP THE IR CONSITIOHN UNMER THES
HITIGNS WAD FH [45d) KEEPING WITH THE BEST TRARITIONS OF THE NAVAL
THEETY SEVEN THAT AMOMS THE PANAY PASSENSERS MR SANARA SANARI
STER OF H18 INJUBIEY AT THIRTEEN THIRTY THIRTEEN NECEMEER MESSRS W HALL
SHEET FOUR FOLLCWS J2iyf

PaXTON ENMTLE GASSIE APM ROY SQUIRES WERE WOUKPE

=
=
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FaeM  CINCAF
ACTInN  SECHAY

uh_;_-_‘l. Fl.-ILr‘r-|I TI'I_.”Tf L-;:II-IT

STANARD  GIL VESSEL

POONTOON AT THE K1Y uUar WHARF

n0WK RIVER GN THE LEFT BAl

THAT EARLY (K THE BOMBING ATTACKS

0T UNREAWAY

5

WE I F

THESE &

PING ANS

(Ae)

P5S RECEIVEN IXF INJURIES MURING

UE I BHA SECURENFE TO A

HE

£ UEIAN WAS nISABLERM Awn BEACHER FURTHER

THE FIRST PHASES (6§} ETHE BOUSING SERITUZ FIAES ON THE MEIPING
NERE EXTINGU!ISHER BY TRE PANAY VISITING R CF EJAHT W HO WERE
INABLE - TD RETUINR TCO THEIR 1P THENTY INE THAT RETE TTACKS Of THE
CEAGER' THE METRI - USIEHTA WERE FURT! ATTACKE™ BY
£ 5E | PLANE EY | RE [T0) n AESTROYEN JUST PREVICUS TC
Thi o ESE T J BHORE MEAR THE F ATIERPTE™ (TN
i T T ng Vi ] KESE FLA s ERE T SUCCE oF
ECE LN EVERAL CA Ti i THAT CAPTALN CARLS 0F * THE
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ERE n TIE E-CHIMESE CRE F EBE YEBIE
e B Fi ETEAMVEED THIRTY THATTHE LEC
G L' L. rity THE | FTER
- - i g [ Lol ' 1 I
| | E IRE L il
ikl
{: YLk GEFER EEA! FIRST T# E
TH E e i =a | FIREMALN F T AR WT
E E ENE TERE IAFANE SE IERS IBRE - Wil
| k I I = THI Ei T L F T
! E (25
L]
|
&
%
|
.
e - R




FROM THE METFLKG EXCEPT JL HO~GE FIREMAN FIRSET REMAIAEN IN ONE GROLP
\GHORE UNTIL THE FOLLUWING mAY WHEN THEY WERE RESCUE~ BY WM& BEE HU~GE
JARE U112 WAY TO WUHU AN® RETURME® SHANGHAL YIA JABAKESE MAYAL PLAME ON
FOLRTEEN PECEMBER THIRTY Tal THAT I SEARCHING FOR AN® RESCUING THEY (3§0)
BURYIVORS REAR ASMIRAL HOLT RN AN~ THE OFFICERS ANY MEN OF hME BEE 4nn

S LARYBIRA RENCEREN MOST VALUABLE ASSISTAMCE UNRER TRYING AN~ miFFI-
CULT CORNITIONS THEREBY SHOWING A FIMNE SPIRIT OF HELPFUMLESS ANn CUGFER-
ATICN THIRTY “THREE ~THAT CHARLES L ERSMINGER SC FIRST nIEN AT THIRTEEN
THIRTY THIRTEEN SECEMEER AT HOHSIENW CHINA  (35§) FROM WOUNNS RECEIVEN
AURI NG THE BOME| MG OF THE USS PANAY AN® THAT 18 nEATSH DCCURER™ IH LIKE
OF AUTY NOT THE RESULT OF HIS OwWH MISCONMUCT THIRTY FOUR THAT EnGAR 6
HULSEBUS CUXSWATN RI1EN AT ZETC S1X THIRTY MIMTEE! FECEMBER AT SHANGHA]
BA FROM KOUMSS RECEIVEN “URING THE BOVEING  [407] OF THE USS PANAY
KO THAT HIZ REATH OCCURED™ IH LINE OF =UTY -NCGT THE RESULT OF HIS OWi
T THIAT

FIVE THAT LIEUTENANT CONMANSER JAMES J HUGHES L IEUTE N==

ANT ARTHUR F ARCERE LIEUTERAKT JE D \ BEIST JOHN WO LAN® COM ROBERT R

MEBAR™ FIREUAN FIAST KENNETH U RICE EM - [45§)  THIA™ CRAL H BIRK EN
FI25T CHARLES 8 CHAUYER SEAMAN FIRST ALEX KOZAK WA SECON~ PERES n ZEGLER
SC TrlRAN AR BEWTON'L mAVIG FIRENMAN FIRST WERE SERIQUSLY TNJURED IN

LI BE OF ~ETT NOT THE  RESULT OF  THE! W MISCONPUCT THIRTY S1A THAT
LIEUTENANT - CLARK G GRAZIER MC ENsian NENES  (58d] B BIWERSE CHARLES 8
AMAME HW BECONT TONY BAREA 3C THIR" JUHK A BOMKOWSK| oW THIRN ERMESY

C HBRAMCH FIREMAM FIRST SHREET FIVE FOLLOWS g2ay,
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NPD 1767
NPG 767
FROM; 2ND BRIGADE (USMV)
ACTION;  OPNAV CINCAF
' i AMCON SHANGHA| CHINACOMSUBRON F1VE, CONDESRON FiVE,

COVYAMGPAT, COMSOPAT, AMAMBASSADOR CHINA, ALIISNA
PEIPING c

PUK=OW 22 MILES
MOVING SLOWLY ALONG

8620 JAPANESE ANVANCE REPORTEN 2¢ MILES NORTH
WUHU PERION MAIN NRIVE
NORTH CHINKIANG 12 MILES WEST /ORIVE ON HANGCHOW

GRANN CANAL NOW AT CHANGAN PERION TWELVE TRANSPORTS LOANED
MUNITIONS FOON YANGTZEPOO WHARVES AN NEPARTEN FOR SEA PERION GENERAL
HARADA . JAPANESE MILITARY ATTACHE TONAY CALLEN EXPRESSEN APOLIGIES

REGRETS PANAY |INCIMENT TO COMSECBRIG 1978

#¢37 BEMX / 1423 A 13=ACTION(FIBX (4)
05 10MA 00= 11 16)6)
19 20 38 PX CWO STATE
MARCORPS(2)
WHITEHOUSE

RELAYED STATE DEPT VIA WR



NPOD T67

nNPG TET
OM; 2ND BRIGADE (USMV)
CTION: OPNAYV CINCAF
INFO; AMCON SHANGHAI CHINACOMS!'BRON FIVE, CONDESRON FIVE,
COMYANGPAT. COMSOPAT., AMAMBASSADOR CHINA, ALISNA

PE IP ING C

8620 JAPANESE ANVANCE REPORTEN 2% MILES NORTH PUK=OW 22 MILES
WUHU PERION MAIN "RIVE
NORTH CHINKIANG b 12 MILES WEST /ORIVE ON HANGCHOW MOVING SLOWLY ALONG

SRANN CANAL NOW AT CHANGAN PERION TWELVE TRANSPORTS LOANEN
WUNITIONS FOON YANGTZEPOO WHARVES AND PEPARTEN FOR SEA PERION GENERAL
HARADA . JAPANESE MILITARY ATTACHE TOPAY CALLEN £XPRESSEN APOLIGIES
REGRETS PANAY |NCIMENT TO COMSECBRIG 198
#4137 BEMX / 1423 13=ACTION(JBX (4)
05 10MA O00=A 11 16)6)
19 20 38 PX CWD STATE
MAR CORPS(2)

i M . WHITEHO!SE
RELAYED STATE DEPT VIA WR



-y ———

AFTER MAX MG

¢ 193

T MUSK Z F5Q V AST Q FeC/KECK

Flwal Bl RIGALE Uoail

125%™

ALUSEA PEIPLHG

Fg2

“ITB

e e TR

MI'sK WIFE NITE GR

,

._.NF

GEYATaPAT ~ COMBOPAT - AMABASSADOR UKIZA - GRUAV

5¢' BIGEST TI'eSDAY PRESS 'LOCAL PRESS REPOPTS MAJOR GENERAL HARALA

APAMESE MILITARY ATTACHE RET'RNED SHANGHA! FROM

PANAY
—

INVESTIGAT 1M

{ARGED PANAY FIRED 3 RO'NDS FROM DECK G''NS AT

AMIESE TROOPS IN LAYNCHES REASDON TO

XY 3 FOREIGN OFFICE
o | OFFICE THAT
AT ION EEING GIVEN CAREFML STUDY
A IRED AT JAPANESE LANCH (198)
IRST RE'TER HAMKOW REPORTS G'INEIRE
v o

CG'"PTED CHIBEHAMSHIH Fv..“

~URTINVED ADVANCE ALCNG TS 1hpP

i< " RAILWAY AND HWAINAN RDAD PER |00 CHINESE B0
TRODPS _:pﬂﬁ GENERAL MA CHUNG YIME HAVE [158) ARR1
SOVTHERN SEMKING « ENRO''TE JOIN CHINESE FORCES nEv
EP IAFANZSE FORCES AT TAMING ONE PINGHAN 24|
SHA! G FAAVE JUINED DCCYPY NG CHADCHEN AND KWANE
JAPANESE PLANES 15 DECEMBER BOMUED VARIDUS FOINTS

WICHOW EASTERN KWANGS1 INCLYDlug

BOTOR LA'NCH

UECEMBER MAMNAWHILE on

NCIDENT PERICD AT
J AP AP

I AT SAME TIME FIRING ON JAPANESE PLANES

BELIEVE VESSEL
SPOKESHAN 2§

ESPECIALLY

AUDIELE

IN 3 coL'Mus

HANKoW [244)

NANK ING 28

NARKING

CUECEMBER

PRESS [NTERVIEW HE

NESE ''NITS ASHORE

THIS ACTION GiVING
WAS CHINESE REV'TER
STATED JARANESE

1BLR

DECE

HAD FIRED ON PANAY AND
REGARDING QUESTION WHEThE

I'N HARBCHDW AS JAPANESE FORC:

kLt s
FRONT JAPANESE

OME EACH ALOMG GARAND

DHACEDAN

VED AT LAMCHOW KANSY
T= -
IeR IS A ¥
Y AMD KEANHSIE ESTE
T ' 5 [ o
R i L =% W o

LETWEEN
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AMD LOWLODN RAILWAYS AND DESTREYING AIRDRoOME AT WI'CHOW LOCAL PRESS REPDRTS
CHINESE SOD''RCES STATE ABD''T 14gdf JAPANESE TrROoOPS EARKY MORNING 2¢ DECEWEER
LANDED AT TA YA WAN NEAR BIAS BAY WITH INTEMTIOM ADVANCING ON WAICHOW

AL TSANGUDMTDY TO CHMT CANTON KOWLODMN RAILWAY PERIQD TSINGTAD SITUATICN
tEFCRTED TENSE BUT QUIET JAPANESE | 25@) PLANES 2§ DECEMBER BOMBED NDRTH
LIRWAYS STATION PERIOD HMS CAPETOWM CARRYIMG FOREIGM REF'GEES REPODRTED PASS

TN

I -ED NATANG E00M AND EXPECTED ARRIVE WQOSNG 22 DECEMBER OTHER VESSELS A

=

{INGING REF!'GEES REPORTED DELAYED AND BLOCKED BYF BoOM DOME! TeKYD

REPORTS JAPANESE CONS'L GENERAL AT TSINGTAG NOW !N TOKYD DEMANDS

; MMEDIATE AMOD DRASTIC ACTIoN ( 3gg)

ABAINST CHINESE AT TSINGTAO STATING CONSTABLES WHO FORMERLY PROTECTER
i JAPANESE PRQPERTY WERE REFL&EEH BY SALT REVENUE GUARNS THESE MEN
LOCTEN MILLS ANN PREPAREN LAND MINES FOR _PESTRUCTION REUTER HONGKONG
REFCRTS 2 JAPANESE CONSULAR jfﬁp!ﬁ&i AND 2 BRITISH OFFICERS STONER
BY GROUP KXXIREKERXKXK CHIMESE FARMERS IN LEASEN TERRITORY 1 JAPANECE
RECEIVING NISLOCATER (35¢) SHOULPER nOME! HONGKONG REPORTS MOB IF
SEVERAL HUNNRED CHIMESE ATTACKEN AND BEAT APRTY STRIPPING JAPANESE OF
BELONGINGS ANp SERICUSLY INJURING MAJOR SUZUKI JAPANESE RESULT OFF ICER
IN HONGKONG REUTER HANKOW REPORTS UNITEN STATES GREAT BRITAIN AN
FRANCE HAVE ASKEN JAPAN FOR CREATION NEUTRAL ZOME AT HAMKOW REUTER

HANKOW REPORTS CENTRAL GOVERMMENT (49g)



793 SHEET 5

JFFICES IN CHUNGKING ISSUEN STATEMENT 27 NECEMBER REFUNIATING PROVISIC
NAL GUVERNMENT IN PEIPING ANN NATIONAL MILITARY COUNCIL ISSUEN ORNER
FUR ARREST ALL CONCERNEN WITH BOGUS REGIME @957

lehct (.l
ded 11 12 213(4) 15 Se ez
HID ARMY ia smpiredicie iie luos
1119 AH MX.
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NPG 3327 cCoPY -

2ADIS 1SS LUZON CK 137 GOVT STATE PRIGRITY TWELFTH 225¢
PRIGRITY CH

GOVT STATE PRIORI Iy SECSTATE WASHINGTON AMEMBASSY PEIPING AMCONSUL

SHANGHA| INFORMATION OF CINC
TWENTY NINE DECEMBER TWELVE TEN PM

BRITISH GUNBOATS SCARAE AND CRIKET WITH JARDINE HULK AND MERCHANT

SHIP WHANGPOO LOABED WITH FOREIGN REFUGEES WERE DELIRERATELY BOMEED THI:
\FTERNGON PERI®D NO CASUALTIES REPORTEL BUT AS THERE ARE AMER | CAN
EFUGEES FROM NAMKING ON HULK | HOPE DEPARTMENT WILL URGENTLY INSTRUCT
TEKYO TP PRESS THE JAPANESE GOVERNMENT TO0 1SSUE INSTRUCTIONS WHICH WILL
SHEVENT THIS IN FUTURE STEP JAPANESE INFORMED BRITISH AT WUHU TEDAY THAT
(APANESE MILITARY FORCES HAWE ORDERS T® FIRE ON ALL SHIFS ®N ?ENGTéE
STOP UNLESS JAPANESE CAN BE MADE T@ REALIZE THAT THESE SHIPS BRE AnC
c2IENDLY AND ARE ONLY REFUGE AVAILABLE T® AMERICANS ANB OTHER FBRE | GNE!

. TERRIELE DISASTER 1S LIKELY Te HAPPEN PARA SENT T® THE DEP RTMENT

EPEATED Te PEIPING SHANGHHI INFORMATION OF CINC
JOHNSTN

1811 €1 MX/1821/1331 13 ACT (4) #5 16A 11 16 (6)
19 2§ 38 PX (WO RELAYED STAIC

FONED T® 13 1345 MARCORPS (2)
FONED To 11 1422



Additional material on the Fanay incident can be found in FSF Navy 1937

PI.I'IEE Folder
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