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On the morning of Sept ember 7th, l 937 , Gener al Chiang Kai- shek sai d 

to me : 

"If you have a chance t o see t ne Pres ident of the United States, 

ki ndly tell him two things : 

"Fir st , we trust the American people 1 s sense of j ustice and 

their love of fr eedom. We have conf idence in the American people . 

Ther ef ore , if the American Governcent ha s any proposal to make 

regardi ng t he sit uation in t he East, we shall al ways be ready to 

respond t o it or at least to giv~ious consideration . 

11Second , as to our own part , I have sai d t o our people that 

•we shall continue to week for peace ; but if we ar e forc ed to fight 
shall 

a war , if war - is once st arted , we/\have to be prepared to suffer 

the wors t ki nd of mi ser i es and we cannot stop i n the mids t of it .' 

I have said t hat and carrrtot do otherwi se now that the war has been 

f orced on us . We are prepared to fight a long- dravm- out war ". 



13 September 1937 

Rl!!FORT Ull' AMERi CANS J.N CHINA EVACUATED AND REIJAI~1J..NG 

RECEI VED J'ROW ADMIRAL YARNF.LL o:· 13 GEPT::1:!3!:R 

EVACUATJl:D REMAINING 

SHANGHAI 1 , 753 2 , 505 

PEIPINO - TIE~SI'I 261 1 , !;01 

Cill:li'OO - TSINGTAO 114 1 , 675 

YANGTZE RI V3R & I NTZRIOR 64 1 , 204 

FOOCHO'/ , A!~OY , $'/ATO'" 4 ~ao 

K :JUWTt;~~G , K./..\UGSI 

K'N.:. I CRO I PROVI'lC <:S 

HAINAl~ I SLA!-."D 132 &24 

TOT ' L"' 2 , 348 7, 789 

• I 



Sept ember 14, 1937 

List of AMERICAN SH IPS ON ASIATIC STATION 

SEE--Navy folder--drawer 1--1937 



September 14, 1937. 

Li st of m~ITED STATES--BRITISH--FRENCH-- I TALIAN 

and DUTCH SHIPS ON ASIATIC STATION . 

SEE--Navy folder--Drawer 1--1937 
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Uy dea r lolr. Preeid.ent: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

September 18 . 1937 

There is enclosed a oopy of a note under date of 

September 9, 1937, !rom the Chinese Ambassador, in which 

he asks me to forward to you a oopy of a telegram in 

Ohineae, with English translation thereof, addressed to 

you by five Ohineee business organizations in Shanghai . 

Copies of the telegram and the translation are also en

closed. 

In acknowledging the Ambassador's letter I have 

indicated to him that I have complied with his request • 

Faithfully yours, 

Enclosures: 

Oopy of letter from 
Chinese Ambassador , 
September 9, 1937, 
with enclosures. 

The President , 

The Wh1 te House. 

• 
\ 
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wY le r Yr. Seor~tary : 

At 'h• r!.t.;:J~"t c-r tlV" Ci11n .... • t-•:o1Meo ori:A..'l t • 
\l:A.tlone ln Shs!lll' ' '1.1 , I t .. ttt e-nt:loee h ro•1 th a 
oory or ~ to•••~rt."'l 1n C .. ln.,re , to r•H .I r 'fl th an 
J:'npl1et tr~s ... Uon • .•r eo! ~jr4'ln&i to t he P~!sl14nt 
o' t he Unlted t 1. teo. 

I e. oul.i 'tA :rue o..,ll e:1 1! you ~ ... u ~ to dD1 

trc.rullat1on t o lts .11 <1 :H .. tlna tlon . 

I lVI , .,y !• r Wr. Seer tary , 

ff.~norable Cordell Hull , 

~-c r•t'ry ot Sta te . 

V y s tnce:ely ;o'Jro, 

.. 
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!PW'LATIOH 

TEXT OF 4 """'"~ G"'J -r-IVTD J. T T'- CT'D1--- Dl.,4..,.., , 
c; 1'!'D . ~· .J ·c· ~ 1 • .. PT B:P J . 19:37 . 

•n t 1"il ~ &·,..reel .lt.nn t?e l arn t• 'i.t a ro&elu t1on 

·~} ~n ado ·te1 y ~·' N1ttanal <'e&~en' z Oon'~-ene. to 

t ~.. rreo~ t"'.a t ~r1can m• r;:hat~t~'lr call • t Chin- e 

ort1 "!I >.IISUal 'ltl.i 11' tr.1s 1& not na.,i' le cot call at 

t•• a t t y !ol.' .. Chin e )"18 1n tll~1 r i~fC'lC$ '" S.lOII t 

6" n •1on•; 6-nl ths.t thl! A.1:•r1oan Co·1 ·rn1:en t be Te

<..u "' ted to ad.or t an eoono'1110 bloolnwt -'i'-1n•t Jr:.. .an. 

•Tbta reoolut1oo stlllld& or r1 b teo~s,.eoa and 

'\l.lllell. nt . or lnt'lru~u-n l , rel'oora . 'It !1tally 

•• tve t .at • ..a k:le r lciloU cao le, uo are 

• 1 .,s of l l O•r t y aod •~oe , • l• aLO~ dee~ 1nt~re•t 

ln tt.3 Reeolu t1on; ..ni tu.t t .. e ~'!'lean Covern.~en t w1ll 

acca· t tt.e IUi"C!aUoo 1J:I tlle Reeolutlon. In e · ren1 r:s 

'"'Ur ,.., •ree l a. tion, 1t 11 tor d ttlJ. t tta II:t r1can -o 1~ 'llll 1 

oont1nu~ tb•1 r et!orh 1n a:tv:o!'lclng th~ caur.e o! r1 'l t •".tl-

n ·'" ' 
Ohl.n11t&1 ChiLl'~ ·r o! Cor •roe 
Ch.• Oil' .a.l Cl v1o t o., 11. U nn 
l';h!ln, • .a1 Bank ra A~,... 1"' t1on 
t:ha.. r'o.a.1 N3.t1 ve 8a.. ~,.rs ' 

hft'~tt.t1on 
Sh<O.'lll' A1 Sh1-·1n, Ae~ htlon~ 



Ia ,.,q relw •• lahW. 
u.dN .. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT 

OFriOE or OH.I'&I" or NAVAL OPmll.ATlON& 

WASHINGTON 

22 September 1937 

MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARY M. H . MciNTYRE 

Admiral Leahy has requested that I forwar d to you the 

enclosed despatch as being of interest to the President. 

~~ 
L.E.Denfeld, 

Commander, U.S . Navy , 
Aide to the Chief of Naval Operations . 



I"RO:.!: CINCAF 
"ACTIO!:: ALASIATIC 

COPY 

INFO: AMERICAN l!UB.ASSY PEIPD~ CHINA OPNAV AUERICAN l!UBASSY 
NA-~mo CHINA 

1422 THE POLICY OF CINCAF DURING THE PRESEllT EMERGENCY IS TO EMPLOY 

US NAVAL FORCES UNDER HIS COM:!AND SO AS TO OFFER ALL POSSIBLE PROTECTION 

AND ASSISTANCE TO OUR NATIONALS IN CASES \mERE NEEDED PERIOD NAVAL 

VESSELS WILL BE STATIOimD m PORTS ¥/HERE AMERI CAN CITIZENS ARE 

CONCENTRATED AND WI LL REMAD~ THERE UNTIL IT I S NO LONGER POSSIBLE OR 

NECESSARY TO PROTECT THEM OR UNTIL THEY HAVE BEEN EVACUATED . THIS 

POLICY BASED ON OUR DUTIES AND OBLIGATIONS WILL BE CONTINUED AS LONG 

AS THE PRESE!'.'T CONTROVERSY BETWEEN CHINA AND JAPAN EXISTS AND WILL 

CONTDlUE IN FULL FORCE EVEN AFTER OUR NATIOUALS HAVE BEEN WARN!ID TO 

LEAVE CHINA AND AFTER AN OPPORTUNITY TO LEAVE HAS BEEN GIVEN. MOST 

.AMERI CAN CI TIZENS NOW IN CHINA ARE ENGAGED IN BUSINESS OR PROFESSIONS 

WHICH ARE THEIR ONLY MEANS OF LIVELIHOOD THESE PERSONS ARE UN\'fiLLI NG 

TO LEAVE UNTIL THEIR BUSINESSES HAVE BEEN DESTROYED OR THEY ARE FORCED 

TO LEAVE DUE TO ACTUAL PHYSICAL DANGER. UNTIL SUCH TIME COUES OUR 

NAVAL FORCES CAN NOT BE WITHDRAWN WI'mOUT FAILURE IN OUR DUTY AND 

WI THOUT BRINGING GREAT DISCREDIT ON THE UNITED STATES NAVY. IN GIVING 

ASSI STANCE AND PROTECTION OUR NAVAL FORCES MAY AT TlMES BE EXPOSED 

TO DANGERS WHICH WILL IN MOST CASES BE SLICHT BUT IN ANY CASE 'IHESE 

RISKS MUST BE ACCEPTED 1830 

The Commander- in- Chief , Asiatic ,Fleet , transmitted this message 

i n pla in language to- day to the addressees, 



I e ., • 
IW &1!.-

ll'r()lll : 'l'ree.Aury Attache 
Shan#hai, China 

Date: Octobpr 14, 1937 

The mi l1 tary 11 t uat i on IU'ound Shanrha1 i ll much the aame as lut we~k 
at far aa linea are concerned, except that Chi nese troopa are ehowin, a igns 
of diaaffection. According to local pol i ce rAporta aituation cauain, 
rra'Fe concern to Chinese authoritin baa arisen in Soocl:ow, 11Ueih, XUnahan 
and other citiea bacl: of front 11nea wh .. re lorre hoapiUla for convnleacent 
toldi~re opernt~d. The men released from the hoApitala are unwil lin, to 
return to t~e front, and are defyi nr civil authoritiea wnd beeomi"' menace 
to civil population. In epite of ten ~· heavy bombi"' and ~Pelli~, 
fourth bit Japan~•• pu•h failed to c ove ~hinete linea . In Chapei an~ 
vicinity, ~ore t~J&D lOO Japnceae bocbt p~r de¥ heve been dro~ped, while 
Phellt from Ja~n~re hea~; artillery bavo been rained on e~e section from 
duak to dawn for paa t ten dayt . The Chine11e continue to f ipht tAnka, heavy 
artillery, bomber~, ehip'a run•, and hen~; mnchi ne pUnA with little alee 
than rifl e•, band rrene.den, and li.¢t machine guns . At no at tempt it mnde 
to reaist bombing, Chi nn's air equipment. muat be completely destroyed or 
diaabled . Rumor peretsta, however, that lCAl'l,l' planes arrhed Sinn from 
Ruaaia, Franca, nnd !nf"lnnd durin" ~t few de¥•, and that Chineee are prepariD6 for bi, air r&ide. 

I n Whe.ngpoo , Jnpaneao wo.r11hipa e~&f'od in hPavy ahelli fll; of Pootung 
a~ and night for past three dnya, indicatiD( another bi r Japanese pu$b i s 
on. 'l'be Chineae, judPi nr frOID oboervntion, hsve ot laat •Oille heavy artillery 
and anti-ai rcrAft ,une in Pootuu o.nd are annering Japaneee ship ~~ . It 
it lnconcei,.ble llow Chineee can hold out o:ucb loover around Shar.ghal unleos 
aCDetbin .. 11 done very soon by !lankins to offl<et terrible ttr&flD;t of Chinece 
linea fr~ a i r, land and river . 

SO'C• carro 1t now mod ft! in and out of Yanttze valley by uelu junlcll 
between ate=ert on either ti~ea of Hantuuchow-Klano-i n boom, by navitati~ 
emaller chmmda between »antUD&tcbow and Chlnld•~ , thua cirC\ZI:'Fent1~ 
YnnPt£e blockade effected two montba ae protect i on arainat Japaneae naval 
i nvation of YaJVtre porte , particularly Nnnldry: . Beeauae of hi r,.b coat of 
Junk hire and trnneabipment, frelpbt rates Sh~hai to Hankow set at $42 a 
ton, or about f i ve timet nor=al rnt e . 

J.lthou.-.h fer from norval , Shan,:hai ahowlD6 eoc:e 'llllflneu ac t1 d ty. 
V.any evacueea h&ve returned fr~ loianila and Hory:Jtou, and aome 370 Japaneu 
butinnemen have returned frCXII Japan. 



·------------------------------------------------------------------ ----------------------------

TELEGRAM 

From Commander Yangtze Pa!~ 
To Commander in Chief Asiatic Fleet . 
Passed to Naval Operations via Commander 

-L 1 . ... ..,... ~.}\ 

I 
1'\ • I 

in Chief As i atic Fleet . 

Message received by telephone from Nanking. Panay bombed and sunk 

at mil eage 221 above Woosung, 54 survivors, many badly wounded 

now ashore at Hoshen Anwahei . H.M. S. Bee will proceed this point 

to assist a nd bring survivors to Wuhu. The uss Oahu fueling K.iukiang 

preparatory to departing to \'luhu. Names of personnol lost not 

known. Atcheson safe . Captain has broken leg. Further information 

will be forwarded when r eceived. 

mc--1020R:. 



December 4 , 1937. 

Memo r or Pres . 
~ca s.o . l&orgenthau 

In r e- Current United Stat•• ~rade with Japan and China-
Report os preliminary for fir st four weeks of Nov ember. 

See Henry Norgenthau- Drawer 1--1937 
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'lLOWIIIG lltPOAT ' " f"ll fliCII CC&:IIA~DINI O,ICt1 PANAY , FtlWAIIOEO AI'P1DYfO 

T CI •ICM: -

'ROiol THf C~AIIO 1111 OFF I CEll , fiJI PA~AT 

TO THE aECIIETAAl 01' T~E PIAV't 

VIA THE Ce&:IIANDEII IN CHIEF I!J AII ATI C FLftT 

,lltJfCT: liS! PAN AT , THE lOSS OP IT S I IlK 1118 AS A RESIIL T OF DOIIB INC U 

J AJ'APIESE PLANES , 12 OfCEuaER , 1UT . 

~ErEUNCE: • (A) AliT . 84~ - 1'8 PIAVY RfGI , 1f21 

( I ) AiH . 141 • 1•8 " AVY R£11, U~ 

1, on 81'NOAT, DECElliER 12 , 1t3T, nta "IS PA•IAV Wll OPERAT .. II "NOEl 

THE eqDEqS rF THE CtiiiA~O(R TANITZE PAT1tl , lNO n THAT TII•E, WAI I.!ICH01 ED 

A o•'T FI FTEE~ UILU A'CYE N'-~KIIIG , AttHIC At A REF"£t FCCl AMER ICA., C ITIU~ 

AND YEUI£~8 ~I' THE AIIE~ICl~ EUIASST, THE QH tr WAS ACCCUPAHIEO EY THE ITA• 

~~0 OIL TA~KEIIS UEIPIHS , IIEIHSI A, MEIAII, A' IO III ,CELLAIIEDIIS nANDAAO OIL 

LAI'NCHES AIIO JI•NK8. THE lATEST C~OE~e r~OII THE CC~!IAIIOE!I TA!IGTZE PATI!CL T 

THE COUUAIIOING OFFI CE~ "L{RE RECE IVED THE Q~Y 5CfO~E 8Y DESPATCH , AIJD SA ID 

THE CCI.LVAND IIJ8 OFFICER WAS TO HAVE COIIPLETt DISCRETION IN UOV IIIQ THE DHIP 

"P , OR OOWtl THE RIVER , 

~. THE I HIP WAS IDENT IFI ED AS AN AMER ICAN VESSEl uY TWO lAnG£ HOR· 

llai!TAl FLAGS , ONE SPIIEAO OVER TtiE FO~I'INID TOP OECK , A!ID ONE OVER THE AfT£1 

TOP DECK- BOTH CLEAIILT YISIGlE fliOII THE ~IR AT AliT ANCLE . EACH Of THESE 

FUQI IIEAII'~ED Aaetll E IGHTEEII FEET Ill lE~ITH, AND hOIIT FOII!TEER FEET I H 

WIDTH , A.•o HAD oEEN f RESHLY REPA INTED , Ill AO DIT ION TO THESE TIIO FLAS$ , "-!' 

011 ACCOI,IT OF THE E!IERGEJICT CONDITitll E:I:ISTtnl , THE PAJIAT HAD tEE'~ FlYING 

H~ LAACUT US ICN AT THE QAfF laTH IlCHT AND OAT , IIHETHEII " 'IDERWAT OR AT 

ANCHO~; ALL Ellli i SNI, JOTH HIRIZONTAl AIIO VERTICAL , WERE IR IGHTLY llliiiii ~A 

TEO ALL N ICHT , 

3 , AT ~ 11 4 I ODSER VED ARTILLERY SHELLS FALL IIJI IN THE R IVER AHI'I 

f OIIR H~'NOREO TAROS Off O"R STARGOAAq ~EA~\ , P~ESI'IIALLY FROII JAPAIIESE ART• 

tllERY ALTHOIIIH THE ;ATTER IES WERE H~T V!II OL( , AT -025 I GOT THE PANAY 

I'NOERWAY Faa, I'PR IYE~ TO lET CLEAII O' fH II "~ lNG , AIID S IGNALLED THE CONY~Y 

TO FOL LOW, AT 1143 THE PANAY WENT ALD~tti OE Hill Cl i CKETT TO TRA~SF~~ A~ 

IIIJ1"1EO CHINESE EIIPLOTEE OF THE ASI ATIC r£TROLEI'll COUPAHT , AT THE s lUE Tl 

I AOVtiED l1Et1T£NAIT CUIIIIAADER Jill AIHI11 -&TAL ltAYl , tcWAADI~6 HilS CliCI 

tJT1 ,, WY UAioa FOR UDYIN8 '"R IVERo 



PAGE TWO 

4. AT •94~, HAVI~G RESVWEO OUR J~HEY , THE ~A~AY AT THE HEAD OF 

THE COLUWI , FOLLOoiEO Ill THE OROER NAiofEOBY THE . £1PIIIG , lofEIHSIA AIIO IIEIAN. 

ToiO GROUPS OF JAPANESE SOLD IERS VI!RE S IGHTEO ON THE LEFT 8ANK (NORTH): 

!HEY WAVED H.UID FLA8S AT THE PANAY ANO S EEiotEO TO WANT TO COYMUIHCATE •liTH 

US . A:COADII,aLY , THE ,A~AY HOVE TO , AHO A JAPAAESE ARIIEO TEidlER CAllE ALOI<G

S ID~ CARRY IIIO LIEUTENAIIT SHEGEYO loiUIIAKAiof l AND ABOUT NINETY ~Ell , MOST OF 

.. HO"' ~ERE AR"ED 'NITH UACHIIIE GUNS . LI EUTENANT AHOEf!S , MY EXECUT IVE OffiCER , 

"ET TIHS OFFICER AT TH£ GAIIG'I~Y AS HE STEPPEO Ofl BOARO , ACCOiotPANIEO BY HIS 
SioORD DEARER AM) UO FR IYAHS WITH FIXeD SAYOIIETS. LIEUTENANT A~llERS 111-

-oRIIED ME THAT THE OFriCER DES IRED TO S PEAK TO ME , SO I TURNED THE COliN 

OVER TO Ll EUTENANT AIIDERS AND 'lfEN TO THE GANGWAY. I W~S A', ARE OF THE FACT 

""T IT WAS I'IPROP£R FO~ THE AR,£0 OROERLI£J (• t-It OFF ICER TO ACCOilPAI<Y 

CN OOARD tUT COh~IOEREO THAT HE PR09AeLY DIC NOT K~O THE CORRECT r~o
CfCURl , AND THAT IT WAS PROPER FOR liE TO OVERLOOM THE MATTER 11. TH IS C~NN

ECT IOII, I HAD SPECIAL VEReAL ORDER~ FROII THE COII~~>.r,OER YANGTZE P.:.T!<OL N'Jl 

e£ TOO SENS ITIVE AaOOT POINTS OF III.V~L ETI~ETTE "HEN OEALIMl wiTH TilE 

•AFAtiESE lotiLI TARY , ANO i,BOVE ~LL, TO USE I.IY JUOGEMEtfT IN AVOIDING SUCH COM

'L l CATIONS AS UIGHT AR ISE. L IEUTENANT I!URAMAMI ASKED t.IE WHERE THE PANAY WAS 

~0111C ,4t1J I SA1D TO A POINT UPRIVER T\'IEtiTY EI GHT UILES f ROII IIAIIK ING . H! ThE 

~SK£0 *MY •• -ERE GO l ka TH~E , TO WHICH I REPLI£0,•TO KEEP CLEAR OF ARTILL£ 

FIRE. • HE ~SKEO ~IE AOOUT THE THREE STI.NDARD OIL >HIPS , AND I I NFOR~CO HIM 

T~ T THBY 'oiERE A!.!ER I CAN SH I FS UNDER UY PROT£CT I Oil. HIS NEXT ~UEST I ON WAS 

ASOUT TH~ CHINE~£ TR~OFS HOLOIN~ SOL IDLY , TO •H ICH I S.t. IO THAT ThE UIIIT£0 

•TATES ;.AS FR IEI,'!)LY TO •OTH JAP.t.N AND CHINA , AM) THEREFORE I COULD NOT GIVE 

H I~ AllY INrORMATI ON ABOUT THE CHINESE ARMY. TH IS CONVERSATI OII VIAS n iTNESSEO 

SY nECONO SECRETARY MR . CEORGE ATTCHESON , JUNIOR Of THE AMERICAN ~~ASSY, 

•';I(I~G , CHII.A . LI EUTE!lAIIT YJP.AKAIU THEN IIIYITEO WE TO REFAY HIS CALL ASHJ• 

·•H ICH lf,VITAT IOil I RCSPECTFULLY DECLINED . AT )1953 TH~ JAPAilESE T£NOER CLU• 

THE S l OE . 

5 , AT ~554 THE PANAY AGAIN RESII"EO HER W~Y UP THE RIVER . AT 11 '1 I 

ANCHORED TliE PAHAY AT A POINT T11EitTY lotiLE3 UPIIIYER FROU NANKING , AtiO ABOUT 

h O HUifORED AND TWE"'TY ONE lotiLES A80VE WOOSUNG , IN A BROAD , OPEN SPACE IN 
THE RIVER. UY REASONe FOR ANCHOR ING THERE WAS S IUPLY TO KEEP OUT OF THE WAY 

J f THE CONTEPIOING 1\RII I[S ; THIS LOCAT ION SEEiotED HIGHLY DESIRABLE, \IE •ERE 
EAS ilY VISI OLE ESPECIALLY ~CCOioiPAN IEO AS wE WERE OY THRE£ S UhDARO OIL TA~•· 

tAft ~0~ MI LES AROUND , ON EVERY S lO E, IT SEEM£0 U~L IKELY THAT MIY TROOPS 

,ou• (l TRY TO CROSS TH C I> I VER Ill OUR VICIPIITY. II< SELECTI NG T~IS S~OT , I 

r 

l 



E TIIREE 

0 IN 111~0 h~T ONLY THE • fETY OF fliE PA.._W A~:> lK£ EVACUEES r.'KOII .~1 ./41 
CARRYING , BUT ALSO THE S~~UV ANO WELL OEIIIG OF THE AJofRIC.;~ SHIF,. Ill THE 

'V'Y , f.IIO T"EIR PERSOI<~EL . llo!IIEDIATELY UPOII A>.CKORIN,, I FnSTED ~ENTRY 
LOc~OUTS FOR AIRPLA~ES AloD TROOP IIOVEIJEIITS , AT 13 '; I ~LL0'.\'£0 ., PARTY OF 

JUT EIGHT u I f llviT Tli( t.'£1PI~G t,£AR&Y FOR I. ~~SI OF BEER . TH(~E t1EN 
,,£HE UT ILL 011 UOARD THE II(!PING 'NHEN THE ATL .. CK Sr~RTED , ANC olEA( , THEREHRC, 
~C LE TO RETO'H TO THE SHIF , 

6 , Al AOOUT 1327 TilE LOOKOUT CALLEO 00~11 TH~T 1.10 PLAIIES I.ERE Ill 
IC.HT ABOUT F FTEE/1 THOUSI. oll FEET . THE wEATHER oAS CLC:.R ,/ITii COOD YISI91L
y AI<D 1,0 lol D. THE PLAIIE~ IlEA£ CLEI.R LY VISIBLE DEPITE THEI~ ALTITUDE I<HICH 
Y loOT H~VE (!'II AS R:PVI T ... TO UE; :.T TltAT TillE I HAD 110 IOEio I.>IATSOEV£R 

Tti•\T THE ~LAN S lo.r[I.OE& TO ATTACK US . ABOUT T>I IS TII•E I \VENT UP TO THE 
lOGE wiTH C •A JOHII L.Nc; IN ORJEP TO KEEf ~ SETTER LO,< 'UT FOR FUo!TotER 

LAIIE AFPROACHES . AUOUT 1329 I lOOKED OUT THE 0009 Or THE eR IOGE TO FICK 
• ~GAIN TH!' .,c PLAIIEl I HAO OIIIGi hAllY !(Eli , A~O •.AS ASTO~ISHEii TO ~.S

OYER THAT BOTH d~RE RAPIDLY LOS IIIO AlTITUDE lrl 4 DIRECT ION TO•~RO US. Al-
IIG-T I""IEOIAT .LY Tlo[Y ~fPUREO TO 0 INTO PO.ER CIVh. LAHf> AID OTH 
~TEFP£0 1115 10• THE BRIDGE, AIIO ALIAOST IMMEDIATELY, A 00118 SEEIIEO TO SHIKE 
C IRE,TlY OVE OUR Mt-C- , I•P INC A SIC HOlE IN TH~ ~OvF OF THE SRIDr.l, I 
LOoT CONSCIOU NESS FO~ o.H,,T MUST HAVE BEEN ONLY A ''I'IUTE 01' TWO; ',IHEII I 

\fiE TO , I 01 COVERED UYS Lf ON THE DECK OF THE RICi:E , e~ Lf STU' Et· •ITH 
•y HEAD COVERED >• I TH BLO~D , AIIO UY Rl GHT l EG PA I NrUlLY I ~JURED AT THE HI P 
.KJI'C I T IUhlSSISLE FOR"( TO RISE TO ~;y FEET. A HOLE H~O Al~O BEEt ~Rc.<Eio 

I THE DECK Of THE OR lOGE ~EAR ~<HERE LANG ANO HAD SECt/ ST~~D IIIG . I ASKED 
.t;C If H~ •ERE II•JURCO, TO •HICH HE REPliED , • 1:0, •lA,• ~OT JE ·~ 4flE TO 
·ETE~U INE THt. EXTEIIT OFT <E DAMAG E FROM THE INSIDE Or TH£ 8RIOGE, •H ICH w:s 
O•JPLETELY t.RECK£0 , I I SKED HIY TO PUT A LIFE J~C~ET 0'1 VE A>.O HELr liE OO>H 

10 THE SH IP' • GALLEY WKICH IS ON THE I.IAIN DECK, AND A GOOD CENTRAL ~O I NT 
• Oil oHICH TO DIRECT OPE!l.TIOIIS, II BEFORE I U~ 'elE "0 REACH THE CALLEY, 

diiCH Vll1!!oleo ii~S NECESSARILY A S LO~ PROCESS ON ACCOUNT OF I.IY DISABLING 
J UliO , I HEA~il THE PANAY ' UACH INE GUliS FIRII:O, AloC R~LIZEO THAT THE CF£• 

•>S CA~RYI '<G ON , FROD~eLY UIIOERTHE lloUEOIATE OIRECTI~N OF LIEUTENANT ANDERS, 
Y EKE CUT I VE OFrJCER, AT •HE GALLEY I SENT lAIIG, CQII, TO IIOT I fY ALL OFF' ICE !S 
kAT 1 ~AS I ' THE CALLEY, 11/CAP~C I TATED, AND T ~ TELL THE ENGI~E£R OFF' ICEP, 

LIE:UTEN~'rT ) CEISf TO ET ~·E KIIOM IF II[ "EAt "tk!h· II.TER, ~~'t AlSO IF 



" f UH 

;<COULD GET TilE SHIP UNDERWAY, ~BOUT TH II T I IAE I NOTICED l!q J . Hl•ll ~.\HO•, 

3CCOl'O o[C~ETA~ Y OF THE Allt:RICAN EL'C~S!Y ,,. CHINA , St;( OF T~E FASSE!I~(H,, 

ST~I.OI~ 01, DEC!< JI:ST OUT~IOE OF THE GJ.Ll[Y . I ASKED Ill' TO ll£..5( COI'F. II 

NO l'~l WE UF hHICH HE ltRY KI~OlY 0 10 , AEW. INI/,G ~ I T" VE THE~t..HE~. 

7, FRO•A THEil 011 Pt.A~E. BO~·GED US CONT I NUOUSLV Vi.l l l ~&OUT 1425. I HEY 

~•fEA~O TO DE ATTt.CK I ~C U3 110 H£1.AYS OF TIIO OR TIIREE [•\CH, THE F IRST G~OU~ 

Tr~T C ,L•£ OVER , OIV£- eOWED FROII 4 COII>IOEq18lE tlTI'UO! ·•lilt" •EfT T•t II 

D<t~I.O ·'"E OF 0<1• l~IS "CHII.C CU~S. li.TER •rlErl T~. f~~,,_, •a; YI~IDLY 

6 ·~~rlEu-UP , TilEY C;.JJE •-'VCH CLO.Et , MIO ~OT OIILY LET 0 Til( I R eO\IES FRO~ Ll 

, Lf HUOES OF PERHAPJ ONE OR T\10 HUrlOREO FEET , OUT ALSO M~CII I NE-CUI,IICO OUR 

CEC~S, ;,qll,( "S TrltY C C 00•'< OI'II~G . 

HI~ /o. Olff(l![/,f SOVL F~OI! TH( PA'I-'Y ' S. 

OI.>T it!CTLY ,_.EkFW ""tile tillS 'ofKIC11 

~-S HIFO>v£0 .IT ;rl;; TJ·~ TIIAT T -

, A•,n .ERE J-PANESE NAVY FlM:ES , 10£1\ T I Fl £0 eY TriEh ck.IQ.CTE; 13T I C R£0 

CJ ICLE, ACCOROII.G TO IIY RECKOJW.G , THE FAIIAY I.IU3T o<AI( RCC( IVEO ~AOUT T.,(lfl'Y 

f'tlJ~ OlkCCT HITS ; I CO~ l O ~OT BELIE VE IT li!IS IOSSI£l< FOa .~CII ~ SHI,Ll ~H.~ 

TO R£CE"IY£ SUCH OA':....a£ .vr. !:Till =-LO.\T . I ,,,..5 li~fCR,i"O Ll""ER lH ... T irl: qft .. T 

tO 3 • HICH OISAHD I.IE , ~LS~ FU' T~E FOI1'.~RD THREE J~Ctl tV, I. C •n~ R~OIO A 

R•W OWT OF ~CT I 0/., ~1:0 :sRJUt-HT 001•1. TH, FORCI•AST , 

8 . AT 13~8 HE ~Hif ~ rt:~RED TO DE SCTTLII~G .,wiT£ r~:T, L'L.I,\. , Il(, 

8£f 1R: " lit ('I 11-£(<. OFFIC(:I .;OI.'LC R~CH " E TO Gil':. '• ~ • 0"•1 u~ Ttl: T-T>.; 

I .,.."" r CPEllU."C C-.CHI rcy • I Tkl*.JCrfl I h(~qt .\ S"f,.r- l ... M OF 5T~ ... F'• 

CAP!'. F .. O ou;c ... rs..r•uh .. •ILEF. ~ •.ur.urt o~ Tll'O J~.fTEn T,.._,.T, E'1S1~, tl t: v", 

~ - COJ 'UNICHTIIJN OfFICER , C~o~ .. t. 1t1TO Tt~E G .. LL£'1 .:.~,. ..,.f ,(£(.! T·l~l ThE ... tH .,.,, 

fL'd ll¥ S t ,1(1 , "op;:S ... .Jtct[l IF" HE SHOULO THi10'rl OVERUu. C T~t C f.tel( •r r AL J.UO .. 

U C ... !"IOSS. f TOlD tti:J rc r1 Hi£'' All OY!J. l.\FO ~;,VI •LV A f.~ I I~.> 

IC H'~ UTJ'O'l TO T~10\', r .. ~ CO,fiDCt'TIAL ".r S£CDET ~:I~·~ 1.• ' r, Jl t 

I OT :~ iflETC THE .. ll~K 'IEC.;l•~E OF THE REf£., TEO 501.!~ I ~ .~I~" EE•!:O TO cr. f n-

CU,EO Ill THC VICIIIITY OF Till: J;~O •OROOI.I, I ~L~O TOlll ~I -o .;[fl> A ~S\n~O 

JE.,o =flt£R FO~ LIEUTE~M,l (Jr.) HIST , TtiE E~GIIlECR orq•rq, LIEUT£1:.:.<;1 GEIST 

•TE~"IIfC BO i lfR ~D EEEN R•lFTu•<o. I T"!REUf'OII TOLD Hill T~ fUT TH- 'll•:.J T£ 

~UI•FL 011 THOSECOilrf,RTI'EilTt. .HI CH SEE~EO TO BE Fl LU Nr FA ,T[ ·r. Ell" I Gil n I• 

·Ef.SE PETURIIEO ~ FC'A I' ";UT(~ L..!TER 10 =T.:.T£ TH~T .~U TH- H)'lJLI'E FUI'f<. 1• .. 0 

.~EI. .R£C~ t0 lY EO.e! 

'/;~JUT Trilv T l~( .J•; :,;: II<FOAlJED Ut r11~T t MFE>hEO TJ H 1\ 0~1-



·. 

P~<,E F' IVE 

~!:R oF 9( 1/ffi RUtl UO•N FY 0 £ JF THE SOCONY VESSELS . I ~OT vn . PAXTO~I TJ 

Ci'i~R'( 1-! 10 THE l!O""rc OF 'TH£ c;.:.LV"'f , h'Jt FRo·.~ 1/f-I.J.l I C?Ull ~(F. 1 I SUPF"lSEO 

flot~T THE \'~OSEl Wt.S ATT['AH IMi TC C01J:E ALCti~S IOE TH( P,_\1 V 
1 

t-,.Oto4LLY TO 

T"Ki OFF OUR PERSOI,NEl. AOOUT Tlf,T lrlS Tf.I,T I.IIOTHER STO.l' Of COI'CS FELL L~7rl 

\.1~ 7HE .. ;..t.,'\Y /tNO lH~ ~QC::H~Y ~hi; ; THE LATTER THEf~ ;.o~.r.;~ .... :;EJ H~f\ ;. r-fl'rT il} 

tt.LF THE ~ ..:.r,AY . l r ... HOLtl.O !:E r~vt:ve,R£0 THAT ATTACK It-'"" fl;.t.ES ~ONCt.t..r~.,TEC. 

"l''1~1 ,.Ll THE IR fFFOPT!l ":!! 'Th( rAn.W CJUR I NC AT LEAS1' 1n£ F'1~5 .. tt"L .,. .. •;. 

J,. . THEt. 1 !s'l' t.-=.•t . IT ..~EEVEC UNLIKELY TO VE Trl ... l I cHCJLO £!: ~··~l£ T"' 

~A\'f THr 31'1 1F . :OCO\JT f4 l Ef,:I!.N 81/.~I'!IE RETURtlEO r.M) t .. l~ nE TH'"'·t.:\>1-il , ( 

, ~~Lr .. bMlOON SHIF , i;SPECI~ LLY AS HE THOUCHT THE JOL , ~'JLO T~~E 'v''£ Tl •r 
ITH 0\LY T\\0 tl.:t.LL BOATC • .".CCOF"Oil.CtT, I CAVf. TH£ OROEF TO Af.rit.O Jfl Si-!1, , 

~~~0 ( J fAPT e,y SF.,\0 I M. Tt-t£ n 1IR:O T .i:>iJtJOEO t,St;?RE f IF~ T CO ... t i CO f-. T A I r. ~"t 

)IJLY VUtJC[O EXCEr- FIJ~ Ttlf co;.r;; CAf:.oS , CN1 \!AHLI.':A'~il , ~u' ~1:.\.'E~"'- c•r Trl. 

C-; ._i1 TH1-.T n...O NOT bC:'-f~ l.'.JUREt f~Et-: t' AME T'J THE o;;.LL :-' T \1 F't. 1',; 1'. Tk.: r ~ J 

o .... T I f?Ol'ESTECl .;.CJ.t .... r lE .. III•~ THE SH I F oT '1"'1-oiS Tl , ,U,f) AS t/OrT Ur ttl I 

~ OC 'O ; QUT, I r ,..fP(,~\hEOTH.!.T 1'HEY 0 10 r.CT HEEO \1Y H• 11£ ... - ~fr.,.,u.sr 1> l"r' C ~

~ITIO~; . ~ I TH ~ . F'AXTO~'::: ~~~SI!'TM~CE THEY C.t.t!\Rl€0 '-'~ (.illt)l\ T'i" DECK, AI,(\ Udt t· 

:.t< L· ON\!Y fACE AC~OSS TH( BO< OF THE I.<OTOR SI.'IFM .. 

11. JUST DErO~E LE~~~~· THE SH I P, I TOLD Em,fCN DI.'Eq;;( TO R€'.1111'' 

!lt, LOj.<:r , TEl li\C UEU1Erl"':JT Al,f'IEf..& ..\NO THE OTHER OFFICER~ Tt1~l I w.,fl t.f.l'j~ 

T hEt; hSnO~E , MlO Tni.T IF Ttl< ~TT~CK SHOULD CEASE , I l·~'<lCO ;'r;Sl' • 91 E~;.E 

(.t'J.IIJ ON 80Afl0 l"'IHI .,.. S"';. LL OET:. I L OF ... tOUT !ltX Ul~t • ..ZJUA£0 •.Er.. T:> DO ';.-.-..T 

TH:O\' COULD TJ KEeF HIE ;.H IP FROio' GOII.C 00,,11. 1.110 Tk.l Ill Al,r C~S£ , (!>JIL .. 

(.I\1~F ~E A~O HIS OETMIL EUE T J SE Tti£ l.;\ST TO LEAVE. tc•£,t, HT lH,,T T !.•E TI-! ... T 

·~If!. ~I .. E~SE WAS THE Ol.Lf UI. INJ UREO OFF I CER ,ALTHO~Cro .uFrE~ Ijj:l r~OU oHO;x, 

~tJJ H.:OVIt.G IJJST Of ri i S CL.OlHE~ fL0.\.'1 OFF' , /',NG O£LIE~EC ltt-.1 LIE:l·TEt ... r.T At,:t~ :;" 

~1,0 L I EUTENAI~T (J ') <.EIST 'HeRE SU~FICIENTLY lflJUREO 70 JVH IH THtiR Lfj:.O:IlC 

THE ~H IF eEFO~~ THE U..T Eo ;lUAO. Er~S I GIJ t. INERS£ LATER AEFO~T·~ TQ liE •--H~R~ 

lH;.,T E\!ERYEOOY \"1 ... $ Of Tf'J~ 9Hir, fl.IC LU:)1NC Alt THE PA~ .t.:~C.EFiS, M.r lH....,T H: I ~tl 

1,0T ~l'''•l:tEO &EHtr.O " l fU HIS O':l'-41l SECAU~E HE Wt..S CO. Vlr~VEO ThE ~Htr l.lr .. 

ttt.t-. ,.'~",,NY IIIUVTi:. , .. wt F'l:~T!IC~\'OAE , THAT TH£ tC~t&lhG fl:.'lt::~ Ul H1 '~ETll N. t 

... 1, .~OVED HIS ~CTIOtl n~ L~•v II T -.~ SH IP AS 17 Wf,J O~IIOL·St..Y fi•p,;..,.SJCL .. 1 ~ of 

<£~. ·1F1E~ I.RR I VI~Q Ot: SH~RE , I Ni.S lllrO;;\J£0 OTh Til,,~ Tu,. i> F~~ " n 1J 

f 

I 
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F.U.E Ut£11 

Tltt H~TC:tlS L!ADP·G TO THE Ttt i: 1NCf4 1 A(.-. It.:tt. I ijt r.;-('J 7tJ ,.R[V!tl 

IIAVI' •• lh[ I If ELO«~ UF £Y HR O••l 'k~[( lt•H POiiO£~. l~E r:.~AY ~L!' 

•All M. AGAIIOt ~~IP PILL; 11'1 R<:A!OS fOR GIV I~v T•E OIIOE!I TO A ~00'1 S"lr 

WAS THAT I to£SERYEO THAT SHE ~- S EHLIIIG OC•~ 8Y IH[ H!•\Q TC STMiSCARO, 

A~U IT •AS REPORTED TO 110: AS FR£VIU\iSLY ~~ TfO THAT S~E liCnT SI~Y /,T .t;V 

l.l iWT~O. I FELT MY IIEXT DUTY , 1r I CJULh 1,(1 SAVE THE tiOdP , ~·~TO oAVE 

THE ll YtS OF 4S ~·ANY AS f O;. IC LE U• T><~ CRf.• -•~U I A •• SEIIG£n3 . T'E ULL 

HAC IIA~Y HOLES .;H[N ASA~"O~NE(l 4~0 • AS ~··lfPI~C ~AT:R ROTHER ~ .. Ficl'l, IT 

•OULO HAVE oEEN IUPOSS INE Tc ,fT T~E ~•.IP UI·PERHY TO eE:.CH HEfi EEC"USE 

hER STEAVII BO ILER HAO Ho· RLPT~~£0. Al TtiCUG .. I ••S Tl·• EN Aoh~•< IN 

C~E Of THE r!Rd T iltHS 14lh THE UDLV CL';C[O I CC•'.,IfiH£0 &ItSElF IH 

COU.'At,U CF' TWE Stilf 4'.~ erE._ THP 4iHU4Jl; •JcO JHE.~ I T\;1«• ED Ht~ S,.,Jf C. i:'l 

T') E\:ICII ei •E~SE J l:.T GEFCII~ t!:l'l PUT liTO THC tO~T, 1 010 s, IIIlTH 

TH[ I OE~ T~AT HEW~ THE v LY ~Sl£ •• OIEC OFFICER LEFT liZ CO~LO ~"' .. IN 

CEH I~O ~ ' I ~SUR( THAT EVE<.Y Pi:RSVI hAD tCCt. RCII:vu,. I ,£/!:~ ~:l i'.,U I P• 

EO COV 'MiD J.LTHI)VGtf I 'I'I~S ,, ._L£' 10 Ell I' U~ltC THAt~ tr.£. PAf::'f C,. rH~ ..-"l iP 

ON ACCOUNT •F LIY Pr<VSI C.\l COIOITIOII, lltllE'''•'T •NOE1"l, "y EXECUTIIC 

Of:F ICER , ~ I TH (·REAl COURA GE \'Ill PER~[VER ·••CE LIAII;TS. I'•[•' TilE •IRE r '-LL 

OUR I.!ACIIIIIE CU~S ; ~LTHOU6H hE '<.10 C£El 4DL1 IIGLt,DEO ~II•CST 1 •eO I. T!LY 

1'- THE' l' h~OAT , A.r,O lA~(~ lt.i TH ARt.' At.O 0"'1 H/41''('8. r..:t: AS A.5 1 ~ . HV .. 

EVEq , T~ KEtf' HI! rErT • L w:.t •' I !0 ACT I<£ CO<J.RGC. 

1 ~ . ·~ 1\l~E~Dt • E TIO ~c 1 A"J ~ \'(H :..et.xt:lr &hlf t · - li'E 

,,QO£it CF' TttE ~~oCGST ttGV'.C E: . fJ .. ST I Ef1 .. ,.[ 80-.T~ ;.,j. l~E fo(~PtC:ST lVD 

T•[ 0£.\CI< Tio( Y .E~E TO GET '"' SHCAE Aid) ~10( I\ T~E REEO~ ITH~UT "" (/[~ 

Jf'-. n£ f.~ .• cH wE F'CUt.O T ow J~:-.e.t~:S! ~LANE r'"vlf>'r rAii1LY 1..0-,.: C IERH~~~' 

A' PAP ~TLY Lf.) ~ I~G FOR lt-~ fArJAl <JURVI\1 r."'. Tt;[ R .. EJ=: •( '£V R Afr'~~C T~Y 

AI rOP;t tO US ti.'''I CIE. T CC\'ER 70 kCri1'411. IJ ..,E( '· Tl t .... ~ rL ... \tS Sl.IE'::.t:,, .... E ,"LV 

£ .. r.;: C 1 Tr·E TriO ST~I'JAqo 

~ rt w 1£ ~~ THt 

r 



PA$( EI GHT 

16. i~Y PlAN FOil TH~ R['":lJAIJ t J" nn: ~H I P3 :DCPA••" ';',) fki" 

DICT ION 0, TH£ uS IIAYY nAS ~."A~~ !'1!·>~':! •(••I' ' U't!IE~ C"C:R k~.u:T 

'l()[.., '-'Ct ..... ~.. 

-,; Jf ~, 1~ { Jf .. F IC~I. £1 'T O;..; 

./11 I CH I·E ,HAL LA~OE~ PEPCOT£,1 10:: C :H 1 If t " ~'· ISll."· • .). 

c• &LO , ,. • 1'11 • t t- ) 

:.tTUAL tflJUAV BVi w:.~ SuFr(•H "l:, r ..tl.T F 

THE C I ~CUI.ISU•,CES cr OUR C 'CE~T tC~ I Tl . A•;.O 

US AR»..Y, THE .\SSIST~t.T ~·ILITAQI ~lf.CHf l C TilE •WE Cl~ E "-~t I~ ~'lilA, 

"'Ho HAO CIJUt Cltl ecAA!:> .AT ''""''~~ '"~. uc u,,., c A1 £[1 1 r ~.:r·t 1o ., .. ,s ~o~T 

AUXI CUS AS Atl OfHCEH lC ;.'.~Et$T t.£ IU M'~ ,..\,. •t!l Arll 1 ""l TO .lF :~t\ 

CH I ~ESE ~. ;:.~ ALS ? A V.:.u.~:;u: FACltR. I lHL-At •r,nc /oti'OIIH [ 0 HIIJ "' S f.t\' 

111\'EOIAT£ RE~RES E<IlATio< TO TA~c A:ti/E PhiSI,:~t C ..l~CE t'NOER 'IY DIRECT-

EFFICI~T ASSIGU~CE ~;- l'n . ~T "i:S~~. :, Tto 

I)VIV TO 4110 Tt<:T CAPl~t'. ~·--~•- &ER't!Ci! 

IT IS Li~OS616lr f~R ur 11• E<•FESS !IV F 

SIJftE TH~f E'VEf:Y a.•tVS(:J :.r T i( f 

KI ·D ~ ·£86, At;D TACT A'•C HIS €X E IE 

'<.HU~E ~N SHORE ~PEATLY C ~ho71 

\. ItO ..\L10 SP~AKS C~I'I~GE 1 .\~:,· ,, 

TO F~C I LITATE OEA LINCS ~ITH C.•l~ 

18, AT ~B,UT 1715 •1 ~ 

!'All PAXTOI< WHC AlSO SPE••s (/lll.t,E, 

T ~ET A L•ESSAGe TH~'UC" EI-HE· Y 

Cl.~ AI.II!A~$~000 AT HA'I'<Oo IHcr .~ 

• 

., I 1 .. "'H t.l~ .\NO Of 

.,.1 !:'UL." lt·E r.11 C l.ra) 

... , H cr '" ~~~ . 1 :.•' 

-41 .. (.f ICI£'CT . 

~~ OPLRAl'~~ ~F !~IS 

"'TCroES'lP,, 

f r T -4( E''=-4SSY , Urt • .. , • 

' "'t t.T U'f RE , CST 1J T~' 

.II I 



19 . AS ALREADY ~ENTIOIIEI• .AFTER OAR~ ~LL ADLE BOO IEO LIEU TRACK• 

EJ lHE LAU~CH CA•lRYING THE w >U~OED A~OU\0 THE LI TTLE ISL•~U C~ •iHICH ,r 

A!l . .;1,0 OURSELVES CLOSE TO THE •AI~LAN!l . II\ TH£ L'E ,l<f!IIE ~. rA~l!.~ 

N!l -ll •oN! ~~~ A·•EAO SENT f~Cl< COOLIE CAPRIEOS rAOII T•E r1R3T VILL:.~t 

•',') Te(y CMRIED OUR •·O~I.DED T~£Rt. AT i IS VIlLAGE .,[ EI,~AC£!1 !•Q~£ 

( 'L :s t.IIO SET JUT FM THE NE T VILLA~£ lllLAriO IK$1<1Etl , \,HIC~ WAS 5 

•I,AY A,.D 3 IIILES INLM.O rROLI T~E ~ OVER BM:~ . IIY PLM< •lAS TO TRAYCl 

• 11 •T >.I.D tolD£ BY DAY . YinEII tiE ARai'IE.' .IT HOIHI£11 AeOUT IIIO~IGHT ,J£ 

ERI 'cCEIVED A..C TREA1£l •llH 1~£ GREAlE•T Kl~'ll~ESS Y TH lt.>GISTR~l£ 

• LL T>tE CHio,(S£ HERE, o\I:C •ERE ~J~RTHEO I~ THE HO~PITAL ~•ERE ot 

lilA ';ED iHRJIJCH <J T THE VAYLIGHT fER ICO . ~N 0'01/0AY, 13 O£C£we£R , Erf>· 

IG STOREKEEPER FIRST CL~SS , MID 1•R . SM.ORO SANDHI , llAL IAI< JOUR~.Il-

1 . D IED FROLI THEIR INJUR IES IIHI LE .. E ~E~£ THERE. 

~~. AT J.,;;,- THAT E~EII I!•" 13 C£CE"9E~ , • E SET 'UT FOR THE VEXT Tl)l,, 

L 'lil .W.SHAII 6Y .; '.KS t.HICH CAFT4111 RO!EPTS t<~~ ElotACEll. IT •<S .. HILE 

RE AT HA~JI<A~ AV~ROXI\'ATELY ll 1/ILES II1LANC FR'~ THE L~rT ~.~TH 

.tt THAT I -tECEIVEO •• 0~0 OF Th~ A1J£,q iCAr.; AND BRITISH vU'IIJVO:.TS "'•HCM H ... 

< EEN SENT TO ASSI ST U~ , At:D 01' THC PRESENCE Of A JAPAII(Sl .~t. ~AT TO 

~·<' ':TEE US S~F£1Y FROM fURTfER ATTACKS. THE IIAGISTRAl £ •·<0 THE CHIIIEol 

f~l !VTS OF HE SECC"O VILLA£ •<R£ JU:lT .<t HELPfiJL AS Th~SE OF THE FIRST 

:; THE FARTI, A•ID li!f.OE~":; ~ED I CAl AID THE\ AE•E •llLII,C TO HAYf L. 

". TE CF Tt1E FACT li"'.AT THEY TrCLGtiT .\~ - E 010, ~ i T t:JR r-rt:3Er.CE ;.. .,N,. 

v~LD ORA•• 00"~ COIIei>.G ~TUC>.S rRv" THE JAPA'I<3l "LM.Eo 

2 1. Wf LEfl HAII~M·: ABOUT 12¢\l ON 14 OECCI•DlR Ito r"E 3AI'E 

,IU~kS Ill I>HICH ,;( HAD ARRIVEO ~ill RE:.ChtO THE YAhGTlf RI~E< A~vVT 2H 

.~1 IGH'T. Tr4l £'.TiillE PARfY uu :~ roAqc THE o :.t O .. ri\.1 lo.t:tl H'~ t.;.JYDtRJ 

" , ;! JS OEc:u t.R . 

22 . All Tt.~ PA3SE' GER:l 1,100 nERE 011 EOA'O THE f~'<~1 .t(AE TH(~[ 

-lt l • 01.11' RE~Ut:~T. I 00 NCT IN~ol ,oHAT LOSSES ~r I EISv'<l,fL IRtFERTY 

TkEY 'lAY HAVE Sli.TAI~EO OTHER THAll TME IP CA••EI!AS ~NO W~Af •AS COI<1~o:.~, 

' IR TRA\ Ell l'.fo OAG• C<CF T Ill THE CAS~ OF ~·R . p,.,HII, ""C HAO PRE<

IOU>lY TURNED nvn TO I.IE A LOC~EO e~IEF CASE JHICH I Iii<~ HICCEN EEIIEATK 

Y 'IlK; THE NATC~( OF THE c~ TE'I" S OF lHICH I WAS hOT I .<ORIJEil. 1/ll, 

FAX rv~ HAD ALSO GIV£1< liE FOR SAr£ MECPIIIG A ~ALUAOL£ CHI~ESE VASE. 



II EIS~I. ATCHESON, PAXTON, AMI ~ASll£ AMl CA~TA I >l ~OBtRTO H.:.O , I BELI E;£ , 

OIJE OR MOR! T IIUNKS AP I EC! , 

23 , I HAVE NO COUPLAI NT TO loiAKE REGAROIIIC. TilE COioOUCT OF ANY 

OFFICE ~ OR ENLISTED IIAII OR AllY PASSENGER·. IN flY O~IIIION EVE~YOilE ACTED 

•IT>! FINE COURAGE ~IIC l loi TI ATt VE . I CONSICER THAT THE ~CTt OI1 GF IIY 

OFFICERS Aldl CRE~ IN ATTE' ~-~~ TO RET JAil ThE FIRE , 1( IOEIItM FIRST 

AID, SHEl \ EVAC~ ~~ 1'.~ ll ~USOit.;El, TRAt:S;>CRlATI • ~ i>U~'Il(l) , 

~ ·E~ i liG T~ .. ETt<EP , ~·.") .;:•~QI,J~.~ 4S Oil£ 'AIIll V'IT~ Tl E OE.\0 ~10 .. ou·,r•£0 
t! ~UFF I C I E•rr EVIOEioC' ~F Tl,£1~ "UllAGE, DISCI~LIII'l , M.O "OATITUOE. 

K~!'ILY REGRET THAT .IIY Oo~ I NJUPY PREVE'<TEO £ fROI' OC~=~" 'IC I NO IV I DUAL 

~cTS 0• COU~GEOU~ t?r.t•UCI F W~ 'CII I FEEL CE"T•I'I U'I:)CA • •E C: RCU~'STA~CE3 

EVillY OniCER A~O ~~. >EA '!0 t;TH ~HIL! ~· &OUO S•t ~0 ~CRII.C TtE 

~UIStyiJEHT TRA\'Ett I C ~t-iJ r: .., I t ~ .. ?f,$\,! l C.•l .. t.." l!b·P(S £{1 e-v, U 0 

CU Tfft,t fGt< , THE "tlr:l1 A"'LC: ,..·.D C,.,E:Jl::'ll M;.O t-AtTttfUL '4~'ti\ I I illfH I C"' 

'.lY OF'FICE~b 4•0 l.'P~ -'.w. ISTr:f' l)t,£ .:.r .. If.~. I tH.c: IT 'Y Ct.iTV ~ • • t.VC::t l D 

C(.IAMEUT PAI(TICt;L,., L't: vr ,.. "'E COGl ,.~0 C·1UR~r.fq;: C!lf.:liUCT t.:r LI(I.IT.f',A '(f 

ARTHUR r . ANDERS , t,IV f~ECUII'<f :f ll'E~, vm:; I oWW I~Wil •fU lr• ~EVERAl 

f-- lACE::: , UNM1lE TO SPE.A)f 1 ~~0 ~UtE 1 ,- SEVER.E t\i!i~ Or G· .. ~C.·Oi k(F-T 11 15 

FEET, Otr1ECTEO TilE Fi lE, l ~) I!~.~VISt<ll ••E Af.'l:'t' "IIF . S IS CcrOUCT 

:: . GAAZI Elt , LIEC IC.tt c;:.R : • CS t •, 1¥ , r 1c- ;1.L~ Ll.ClOA -.\4, ·• .. ~ '=( <\.T ''• .. "'ELY 

f\01 ll:lU:•OEC Ol~·~'l-'oY:J : OCL,4£ ... .t, \ILl!' , ""10 r.~.JOU~CCF'~tt.fltSS •ITI-I HI S 

HEAT ·•ttiT 0 THE l ~NY wUI;II)£0 ; )TH o< l[ .;•·oH FIT.E A8~.1R) ,.< IF A•.p 

UN DE1: VERY OiFfiCI.ILT CC .~,. t llfl\'_, .!.,SI'oCf;:E, HI:J U~TI i J En .... :ns .:.r:O 

P~C rEJJ t C'IAl S~lll UNC:~"TE,ll< COIH~ICUT!':r ·~:1\TI Y TG ~ii·UCE T~£ ;rRI~u:;. 

NESS i>F THE INJU~IE: . 

l4. Th[ c.:. ... u,.Lll £8 lU PE<l ... O'Jt El ..a\.wlAif D "" 4R.O "tlo(t:' Fl.".;!..\t 

o• \" OPE•..! 3At1P.tf,3 .d~·tt ·'bAI.OClttlt' .. HI £t;_ '"Ll ... . 0~ ; CH.Af\~~S 

L. £t.;:vu,;~~ !":iTOs:I EKt(fiR . . .. r L .... I [>!:A\;. HfJLSE vs : .. • S'l:. Jf'. r::t. 

tM.rRO 3,.~;;\:f tT.1ll~ro.N .. u\t~tl:.L I J"', :J .. ~I:'f....il'f I ••. Jt.;,EJ . Ja't .. J ... G..t--E.S 

L ICUl. C ·'-WA~•OER, AAT" Jq,: &~l•l "-,; • LIC.UT. , ... ·QHt, • · El l l i(U"'. (J~). 

JO ... t H . LANG CHIEF QUMnEUMAST•-·p , .... ·,~l H IU;»i: ~ .. ECT!i l l.)l\'':0. \tl..TE FlitST 

ClAS~ , ALEX KOlAK YACIIII.IST!• MATE ;(C~I•O CL.!S, rOES ll. •r L(R S•IPS 

co:M •HIHD CLASS, hE•"TOI< L. O~VIS FIREr'.'• f i RST CLUS; I•I!H II,JU!IIES: 

-
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CHARLES S . ADAIIS RAO IO!MN 8ECOil0 CLASS , TOPIY eAP.BA SHIPS COO~ TH I RD CLASS, 

J . .S'I ~ . ~OilKOSK I GUNNERS IIATE Trll RO CLASS , ERtlE>! C. BRANCH F IREJ.IAN F IRST 

ii..-\SS , ~AY 'UIIO L. 8RO;iNIH6 i:LECT RICIAt;S L0M E Th iRD CU.SS , I.ALTER CHEATHAII 

(OXSwA 1'1 , TriULA9 A COL!:w.~ (.H I EF ' liAIWAC I STS ''ATE, ,IOHii A. tll~fOHuFER 

'E~"A·'< rlll3T CLASS , YUAII T . ERH Ll£35 :.TTENDA.~1 F I R~T CLAJ~ , FA£" C , 

F I CHT(II~IIY(~ C.IRP('IT(RS LtATE FIROT ClASS , E:IE~Y F. FISHER C~ I EF \.U£~

~(IIOER , J.'ICH4El GERENT U,\CHf iU.$TS LIATE SE:utJO C~.-ltSS , CEC i l 0 . GREE:tf 

SC"' •l\: FlrlST CLASS , JOHN L. HOOGE f i REul~ rtRST CLNi.:: , F:>N &. r:UFF'L•At~ 

•4'1ERTENDER SECt !I/O CLASS , H. JOHUbON UACIII N I ~iS Ill TE ~~cor.;O Cl.J. S:i, H. 

'( ~~»<[ COXSi'Al 1, fETE_q H, K LU'.~PC:R'3 r.k l !f ''1\CHI \ISTS l'ATE , l lltA-.4 t . 

L.., .~£'l S£.A.t4U FtrtST CL:.OSS , £RNE.n R. I.'At-tL~t- CH t CF ::OATt'IJr,. l '':> VA .. C • 

. Hl fA.V A , UCCABE r"IQEl.l.:I.U ftAST Cl.o\SS , :,;.T..,~LEV N. V.CtJ .£'4 S~MIA'I Fl!lS1 

CLH.:lS • Jitt.~ES H. PECK ~tJ,'. :lT(t'!J1A~TER :.e:-:;1\~ Cl.! Sti
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,,E _. I'U.Ul P . i (T!'Q~l,N 

R-..JI OI .;,t.' SEC:.;t.O CL~SS , VE•~"-O'J F. PICKETT Cl11 !:f' ·J~CHINIST~ :,'ATE , i< ltJl 

F. SU . :i UESS ... TT£~J:tAtfT FtRST CLA~ . .,. ll,.,tiRY 6 . -wr.:1< SE.4!.'.\t FjRST CL/.SS , 
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• HTE~['A',T F IRST CLA.~S , Cl•~RK Jo ~'l:J::'I ;~ li CUi lt•C), OEMil!. 11, tt.::r<l.'i~ 

E'~S \:.N . ""I: F ll' lt;C C'IVI LIA~; F".l.3&Ell"'f~ Y, £flt: JE~ I Ol.JSLV I NJU'?E.>: r I l ( 

tH I~(\ .\S:iY CLt.qK, J1tt:. ',.R::toAl~ C~Lll':'l~ t.:C'I,~r.·}f'Ct.JE:'.T, ''INCIR I ', II, 1( .. • 
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FOLLOWIIII UP~T IN FI'LL FRCII C!liiiiANOINI O"ICER PANAY , r oRifAR0£0 APPnOYED 

IY CIIICAft• 

I'll .. 

Te 

VIA 

llli.IECTt 

THI C ... AIIOIIII '''It~, rtl PANAT 

Till llCII ETAIIY OP Til£ IIAYY 

THE COIIII~IIO~R IN CHI(F 111 AIIATI C fLE£T 

1111 PAIIAT , THE leiS OF 1Y tltiKINt A4 A RESIILT OF I OIIBINS CY 

J AtANEIE PLANEt, I I OEC~~. 1taf, 

REFERENClt• (A) ART, 14- • Ill IIAVT Utl 0 112, 

(I) ART, 141 • Ill IIAVY AEU , 111-

' 
1, ON II'IIOAT, O!CEIIIU 12, 1taf, '114J ''II PA~A'I' WAI OPER ATI "8 t•NOU 

THE oqo(Ra eF THE COifMAIIO(~ TAIIITZE PATRtl , AND .T THAT TIME, WAI AHCHSlEO 

AIO"T FIYTEEN lllltl AIOYE 11ARKHI8, At TI Nt h A R£"11( FeR AlltRICAII CITIZOI 

AND UEIII ERI OF TH£ AIIER ICA~ EIIIAIIT• 1'11£ IHIP WAS ACCOIIPANIED I Y THE ITANO 

ARO OIL tANkEU IIEIPINI , liE I HilA, . MEl ANt A!IO II ISCELLANEO"I tTANOA.qO OIL 

lAI'NCH£8 AND Jl'lfk8 , TN£ LATEIT eROERI , ROll TilE COWAN0£R TAIIQTZE PAUCl T~ 

THE COIIIIANOIN8 tHI CER WERE RECEIVED TNt .lY HFORE IT DEIPATCII , AND SA ID 

THE CQIINANDINI O'FICER WAS TO HAVE CIIIPLETE DI8CRET IOII IN IIOYINI THE QHI• 

liP , tR DOWII THE RIVER, 

!, THE IHIP WAS IOEWT IF IEO AS AN AMERIC4N vESSEL DT TWO l~Ail HOR• 

IZONTAl FUIS, 011£ SPRUO nU TilE fOaiMD TOll' DECK, AIIO ONE tYER Til£ AFTER 

TOP PECK• lOTH CLEANLY YIIIILE FROM Tll~ AIR AT ANY ANCLE. UCH OF TH£1£ 

FLAOI IIEAStiR £0 AteiJT EIGHTEEN FEET Ill LENIT~ , AN D AOotiT reiiHEEN FEET IN 

WIDTH , AND HAD IEEN FREIHlT REPAINTED, IN AODITION TO THEIE TWO FLAQI 0 AN D 

·~ ACCOt'IIT ., THE EIIUIUCT COIIOITitll VC i ttln, THE rAI AT HAO IEEII flTI NI 

~ER LARtEST Ulllll AT THE , .,, IITII II I~HT NIO OAT , 11HETHU tt~DERIAY IR AT 

ANCHI~i ALL ENI ICNI , 18TH HIRI ZINTAL AN D TlRTICAL, WERE IR IGHTLT llli~ INA 

TEO All NICHT, 

l , AT - 114 I Oll(qV[D ARTILLlAT SHELLS FAll t NI Ill THE RlfER AIII'T 

FO"<I H•'IIORED YARDS IFF 01'11 STARieAaD IEAM , PR£1''11A5LY FRell JAtAIIEIE ART• 

ILLERY ALTIIOIIIH THE IATTlR I EI WERE lltf Vllllll , AT ;121 I liT TH E PANAY 

t'NDERWAY FOR , t•rA IYER TO lET CLEAN D' fH II FIR INC , AND IJQNALLED THE CONV~Y 

TO FOllll, AT -141 THE PAIIAT lENT Al811111DE Hll8 CliCKETT TO TRANSFER AN 

1N~t11EO CHINUE Ellf'LOTEE ''THE ASIATIC "TUlEI'II COIIPANT , AT THE s ... E Tl• 

I ADV IIED ll£11\'liiANT COIIIIAIIOER Ji ll AIH~1 1 aDTAL IIAYY, COIIIIANOIN6 All$ t.11Ct 

U TI t, IIY REAIOIII FOR IIOV INI IIPIIIYJI! o 

i 
I 
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/.AlE TWO 

•• AT ~9·~• HAVIN6 RESUWEO OU~ J~N€Y , THE rANAY AT THE HEAO OF 
THE COlUIA'l, FOllOWED ttl THE OR0£1! tiAiol£08~ THE • £tPtNG, 11EtH8tA ANO IIEIAN. 

TWO GROUPS OF JAPANESE SOl.DrEI!a WEI!£ StGHT EII OH THE lEFT BAHK (NORTH); 
THEY WAVED ~ FLA8S AT THE PA~Y ANO SEEioiED TO WANT TO COWIIUNICAT£ WITH 
US. ACCORDINGlY, THE PANAY HOVE TO, ANO A JAPAAES£ AIIUED TENOEI! CA.IIE .AlOHG
IIOE CARRYING LIEUTEHAIIT SHEQEYO Wti.AKAiolt ANI ABOUT HINETY liEN, MOST OF 
' .. HOI< URE ARIIED WITH MACHINE GUlli . liEUTENANT AHOEill, MY ExtCUT IVE OFFI CER , 
liEf THIS OFFICER AT THE OAttGIIAY AS HE STEPPED ON BOARD, ACCOIIPANIEO BY HI S 
SWORD BEARER AND TWO PRIVATES WITH FIXED IAYONCTS. LIEUTENANT ANDERS IN
FORIIED liE THAT THE OFFICEI! DESIRED TO SPEAK TO liE, SO I TURhED THE CONN 
OYER TO LIEUTENANT AHOERS A~O WlJlfTO THE GANGWAY. I WAS AWARE OF THE FACT 
THAT IT WAS IMPROPER FOR THE ARMED ORDERLIES OF THit OFF ICER TO ACCOUPANY 
HIM ON BOARD 6UT CON~IO EREO THAT HE PROBABlY 010 NOT KNOW THE CORRECT PRO
CEDURE , AND THAT IT WAS PROPER FOR liE TO OVERLOOK THE IJATTER If, TH IS CONN
ECTION. I HAO SPECIAL VERBAL ORDERS FAOII THE C~NDER YANGTZE PATROL NOT 
TO 8( TOO SENSITIVE ABOUT POI NTS OF ltAVAL !'TI"-'ETTE tHEN DEALING WITH THE 
JAFANESE YILITARY , AND ABOVE 4ll , TO USE YY JUOGEUENT IH AVOID ING SUCH COM
~L I CATIOI!S AS MIGHT A~ISE. liEUTENANT UURAKAMI ASKED ME WHERE THE PANAY 'liAS 
OOI N0 ,4NO I SA10 TO A POINT UPRIV£~ TWENTY EIGHT MILES FROM NANKING. HE THE~ 
ASKED WHY 'liE WERE OOihG THERE, TO WHICH I REPliED,•TO KEEP ClEAR OF ART IllER 
FIRE. • "HE t.!KED UE ABOUT THE "THI!EE STANDARD 0 IL 911 II'S, AND I I NFORIIED HI U 
THAT THI Y weft£ AMERICAN SHIFS UNDER IIY PROTECTION. HIS NEXT ~UESTION 'liAS 
ABOUT THE CHINESE TROOPS HOlDING SOliDLY, TO WHICH I SA ID THAT THE UNITED 
STATES WAS FRIENDLY TO eOTH JAPAN AND CHINA, AHO THEREFORE I COULD NOT GIVE 
HIM ANY INFORMATION ABOUT THE CH INESE ARUY. THIS CONVERSATION ~lAS WITNESSED 
8Y SECOND SECRETARY UR. GEORGE ATTCHESOH, JUN IOR OF THE AMERICAN EMtiASSY, 
III.M<I~G , CK1NA. LIEUT£NAIIT UUI!AKAUI THEN II<YITEO liE TO REPAY HIS CALL ASHOR( 
•~IICH I NV IT AT I CN I RES~ECTFULLY D£CL I NEll. AT \!S~ THE JAPANESE TENDER CLEAk 
THE SlOE . 

5. AT ~954 THE PANAY AGAIN RESUUEO HER WAY UP THE RIVER. AT II ~~ I 
ANCHORED THE PANAY AT A POINT TW£NTT MilES UPRIVER FROM NANKING, AND ABOUT 
TAO HUMOIIED ANO TWENTY ONE IIILEI ABOVE WOOS\H'IG 0 IN A 8ROAO, OPEN SPACE IN 
THE RIVER. UY REAtONI FOR AHOHORI NG THERE WAS SI MPLY TO KEEP OUT OF THE WAY 

OF THE CONTENDING ARIIItl; THII LOCATION t£EIIEO HIGI1lY DESIRABLE. WE •ERE 
EAO itv VISIBLE E8~ECIALLY ACCOMPAHI£8 AS WE WERE BY THREE STANDARD OIL TANK · 
ERit ~0~ llllES AROUNO , ON EVERY SlOE, IT SEE~ED UNLIKEl Y THAT ANY TROOPS 

110U~' TRY TO CROSS THC RIVER Itt OUR VICINitY. IN SELECTING THIS SFOT 1 
• 



;E THREE 

!' IN IIIND loJT OOILY THE SAfETY OF THE PAIIAY All() THE EVACUEES '<HOII ~ka ••I 
tARRY I"G, BUT ALSO THE IACETY AND .,;[ll BE114G OF THE AI!ERICAN SHIPS Ill TilE 
COIIVOY, AND THEIR PERSON~ (l . IIIIIEDIATELY UPON ANCHOR HIG , I POSTED SENTRY 
.~KOUTS FOR AIRPLANES A~ TROOP IIOV~EHTS, AT IS'; I ~LLOWEO H PARTY OF 

OUT EIGHT ~'-~ TO VISIT THE ~EIPI~G ~EAR8Y FOR A QLAS8 OF 8EER. THESE UEH 
•ERE ST ILL 011 SOARD THE llt ! PING WH[N THE ATTACK ST~ATEO , ANC wERE , THEREFOR[, 
~IIAD LE TO RETURN TO TH[ SHI P, 

6 . AT ABOUT 1327 THE LOOKOUT CALLEJ DOoftl THAT T110 PLAIIES lioERE lit 
SIGHT ABOUT F l nEEII THOUSA'IO FEET. THE wEATHER 1o.AS CLEA~ oiiTH GOOD VI S IB IL• 
I Y AND NO II INO , THE PLAtiES WERE C LE~RLY VIS IBLE DEPITE THE IR ALTITUDE lwHICH 

UAY NOT HAVE BEEN AS REPGRTEC TO UEI AT T~.AT TillE I HAD 110 IDEA IIHATSOEVER 
THAT THE fl.At,~S IIITEI.OEO TO ATTACK US . ABOUT THI S TII.'E I WE.'fT Ul' TO THE 

BR IDGE WITH C,M JOHN LA~G IN O~ER TO KEEP A BETTER LOOKOUT FOR FURTHER 

PLAIIE APPROACHES . ABOUT 1329 I LOOKED OUT THE 0008 OF THE BRIOOE TO PICK 
UP AGA IN THE 11>0 PLANE3 I HAD OR IGI NALLY SEEN, AND WAS ASTO.~ISHEO TO C.S
:OYER THAT 80TH wERE RAPIDLY LOSING ALTITUDE hi A DIRECTION TO«AQD US . AL· 
~O.T IMIIED IATElY THEY AFPEAREO TO GO INTO PO•ER DIVES . LANG AND I 80TH 

STEPPED IIIS IDE THE BRIDGE, A/10 ALMOST IW.IEDI ATELY, A BOioiS SEEMED TO STR IKE 
CIRECTLY OYER OUR M~D., R l rP I~ A BI G HOLE IN THE ROOF OF THE BRIDGE . I 
LOH CONSC I OUSNESS FOR HAT MUST HAVE BEEN ONlY A ~IIIUTE OR TWO; ~HEN I 

CAIAE TO, I DI ' COVERED MYSELF ON THE DECK OF TilE BR IDG E , BADLY STUNNED f\' ITH 
UY HEAD COVERED ~I TH BLOOD , AND MY RIGHT LEG PAINFULLY INJURED AT THE HIP 
&IAKINC I T IUFOSSI6LE FOR liE TO RISE TO IIY FEET. A H~LE f!AD AL>O BEEt; 8Rili<EN 

IN THE DECK or THE SRI OG E N~R o'HERE LANG AND I H4D SE£1o STANOII•G . I ASKED 
LANG IF H!;; ~ERE INJURED , TO WHICH HE REPLIED , • NO , S IR.• NOT BE ING ABLE TO 
DETERM INE THE EXTENT OF TiE DAIIAGE FROM THE iNSI DE OF THf £R IDGE , ~HICH WIS 
:C•JPLETELY '· fCKEO , I &SKED HIM TO PUT A LIFE JACKET 0~ liE AloD HELP II.E DO.\N 

TO THE SH I P ' ~ GALLEY WHI CH IS ON THE UAIN DECK, AND A GOOD CENTRAL PO INT 
fROU ~HI CH TO DIRECT OPERAT IONS ,II BEFORE I WAS AB LE TO REACH THE GALLEY, 
•HICH- w•s NECESSARI LY A SLOW PROCESS ON ACCOUIIT OF IIY 01 SA8LI I1G 
•~UIIO , I HEARD ThE PANAY' S IIACHINE GUNS FI RING, A~1l R~LIZEO THAT THE CRE• 
WAS CARRY ING ON, FR08A8 LY UIIDERTHE ll.t~ED IATE DIRECTI ON OF LI EUTENANT ANOERS, 
MY EXECUT IVE OFFICER. AT THE GALLEY I SENT LANG, CQM , TO fiDTIFY All OFF ICERS 
T~T I -AS IN THE GALLEY, INCAPACI TATED , AND TO TELL THE ~GI~EE~ OFFI CE~ , 

LIEUTENANT (.G) GEIST TO lET ~E KNO~ IF ~E WERl oAK!NG UATER , ANO AlSO IF 



~E COULD GET TilE $H IP U!IOER~AY , ABOUT T«ll Tl lol! I NOTICED '~R J, HALL PA~TON , 

IECO 0 SECRETARY OF THE AM£AICAN El~ASSY IN CHIMA , t NE CF THE PASSENGER~ , 

CT.I.H lhG ON OECII JUST OUTS IDE OF THE GI.LlfY. I ASKED HIL TO rLE.:.SE C()I,•E I~ 

A~~ HOLD lot[ UP •HICH HE I ERY K I~OLY 0 10 , RE~AINI~G - I TH UE THEREAFTER. 

7. FROY THEN 01'1 PLANES 80l'B EO US CONTINUOUSLY UIITIL ABOUT 1425.THEY 

~fiEJ!!!EO TO OE ATTACK IMi US ltl RELAYS OF TWO OR TfiREE EACH , THE F IRST 6ROUP 

TH~T C~E OVER, ~IVE-BOU9EO FROW A CONS IO[V.&lE ALT I TUO~ MH ICH ~EfT THEU 

CttCI.'O ~MIGE OF OUR LE'IOIS U..CHII.~ CU~S . LIITER 'loHEII THE FANAY U S VIS IBLY 

Sl,li.~HEO-UP , THEY CAUE UUCH CLOSEfl , MID NOT OII LY LET GO Til( In 00 \l!lS FROiol LO~ 

All I TUDES OF PERHAPS ONE OR n10 HUIIOREO FEET 1 OUT ALSO IA~CH I NE- GUiiNEO OUR 

'ECKS, F IRII.G AS THEY c .. uE 00 •. ~ DIVI NG . DISTINCTLY HEA~O THfiR W•:e ••HICH 

K-\0 A O I FFERE~T IOI.t.li FRO" THE PAIIAY'S . >US IIIFORI•ED AT THt TI'J( TKAT Til.. 

fLA\ES •ERE JAPANESE NAVY FLAI0£5 , IOENTi r l£0 BY THE IR CHAqACTE-IST IC REO 

C 1 ~CLE. ACC ORDING TO IIY RECKOIII/,0 , THE PANAY IIUST HAVE RECE I VEO AS OUT T"(IITY 

fOUR DIRECT HITS; I COULD NOT eELI EVE IT WAS FOSS IELE FOR ·UCH ~ S~Ll SH t 

TO RECEIVE SUCH 01."'-'GE ~·.c !>TILL FlO~T . I '0.;$ I~FORI.'£0 l• •tR H<~T TH: FIR.T 

tO~il •II ICH D I SABlE~ UE , ~lSO FUT T~E FOR\;.~RO THREE INVH Clll ~NO i~E PAOl O R 

ReOM OUT OF ACT I ON , MID SROU~HT 001•~ THE roRE~IAST , 

6 . AT 13&8 ThE SHIP A FEARED TO 8£ SETTLif,& ~~ I T( FAST . I•(.;UttiLE, 

aEf~RE ~H£ (II INEEP OFFICER COUI.C REACH ME TO GIVE loiE ~ •< •RT 0~ TH: !f.,TUl 

CF \1.~ l'!lOFELLIM U.:.CHI';ny , I THOUCriT I HEA'tt .I Stt:.R• PVSH oF STE"\1 E3-

CAF1f.r, FFOU OUR STE.:.UIIIC 'Jrt[P, A r.W.UTE OR h~ AFTE• TriAl, (IISIC '> EI•ER~E, 

THE CO~\<UNIC•T I ON OFFICER , C~o~t: IIITO THE GALLEY ~NC STi•TED TH:.T THE SHII I•A~ 

F L,;. I ;L Y S fi,K I N~ , AN3 ~SK£0 IF H SHOULD THROW OVER!!O-RC THE C ;~rt OEI T IAL FUD

LI :J.TIOIIS . I TOLO HIU IO C£T THEM AU OVER:•OAPO ~: ,UI~>LY AS fO,Sitl~. 

"10 HIS UTI/OS1 TO TI'RO. TM<: c . .,F IO(I:TIAL J.~O SECRET p.:.r!:RSOIE> ,.:.•.0, IT olt 

IIOT CO~IPL£TE THE WO~~ BECloUSE OF THE REPEeTED 60113 1Nt ',HIC~ 'EE"ED TO eE Fn

CU~EO IN THE VICIIII TY OF TOll R~O • OROOU , I ~ LtO TOLD HIV "0 ~CNfl A S&CO~O 

'!:S•£/IGER rOR LIEUTE'IAioT (JG) GEIST , THE ENSIIl(Cq OFF ICE~. li[UTEJ;I.~l EIST 

R~R)QTEO ~HORTlY THERUFTERA•O SAI O •E COULD I;Ot rn ~.,Q£P •• \Y HCI.USE THE 

STEAIWIG SOllER H•O eEEN RUFTUREO . I T>IEREUPOil TOLD Hll.l TO ~UT THE "?~oOLITE 

~UI\Pt Oli TI'OSECOUFARWENTS >.HICH SEE1°EO TO 8£ FI LLINC FAST(ST. 'NSIGII 0 1-

• tASE R!:TURIIEO A FEW UIIIUTF.S L.:.TER '10 OrATE Tlln AlL Til: llOitOliTE FU"FS ~.:.0 

CEO. oRECKEO 6Y 80U9S. 

t 1 AAJUT TH I ~ TIVE SOUEC\E INFORIIEO IJf Tti~T ~E AFFEAREO TO DE I~ 0~11-

l 



PAGE fiVE 

G!R 0" rt IIIG 11\11, OOON ty 0 t OF -:><[ SOCO~Y VESSEl$ . I GOT 11!1. P~XTC'I T) 

c,.qJiy 11• TO THE 0 ~ 0< oHE G;.LLir , A'lt FR0\1 ;,AAT I C?VI.Il 0££ , I SUP,S£0 

TI<•T THr VESSEL WA$ ATTE'AFT I \G TO GO<IE ALCIISS IDE TH[ f •AkAY , ~AOCA6LY TO 

T.KE OFF OUR PERSONNEL. ABOUT Tf1AT ltlSTf.~T ANOTHER STOlliJ OF OO~•CS FELL eOTt1 

ON TH£ ~M.AY /1NO THE ~OCONY SH I f ; THE LATTER TH[~ AOA~JOI;[O HER ATTfiJrT TO 

Hl:Lf THE F.<'<AY , If .HOULO eE AEIIE¥SEREO THAT ATTAC~ INL ~LANES COIICENTR,.JED 

•lllll~T ·•Ll THE I R r~FOATJ 011 THE PMI,\Y DUR INC AT LEAST 1kE FIR!iT I<ALF "CU~ . 

1, . THEN, CY l•'t , IT .EEII£0 UNLIKElY TO I'[ THAT I $HCOJLO S[ "BLE T~ 

~AVE TH[ lHIP . ALOUT 14'Z EI.SIC'I BI •EI' .[RETURNED ;.t,O S~IO kE THOl.'~Hl H 

,.JU\ f.EA>,OOII SHI I', ESPEC ~ll Y AS HE THOUGHT THE JOE wOULD T~~E .01:£ T I U[ 

ITH 0\LY T•O t~l oOAT ~ • .<CCO•O I :.CLT , I CAVI Tl•" 0~0£11 TO AE:.rllO'J SH If, 

l:oO TO START BY SE.\01'' T><E ""RST .<JVI;DED ~SnORE FIF~T, CO~ts Cv\Uit.~O 

J'.LV I)J~.oeo Exccrr ro~ THE eo:.rs: cFtE: .. s , cev f.IAHUI.At.~t , ..,.,~ s£vE,:;:.c.~ cr t:'t. 

C~i:'tl TH.\T HAD NOT &EEN II.JUREt THEN CAll! TO THE '.Iolley TJ 'L"T I'E 1'. tn:: Fl~ I 

CO~T POTESTEO ACAIN:T LE~YI'IG lifE SH I F AT T~ I S Tl IE , M,O T...\S LIO!'T Ul, Ill II 

T J 00 1 0 ; ~UT, If M PEAkEOTH~T -HEY 0 I D NOT HEED <IY rn !1 £. T EECAUSE 0~ UY CCI

UITION . I ITH UR . PAXTON'$ ASSirTAt;CE THEY CARR IED ~·E 0011~ rHE DECK , A~D LAIC II< 

IJE I"LAT ONYY FACF. AC~OSS THE BO• OF THE LIOTOR CA~rA~. 

I I. JUST C"FO~E LE~V I ~' ThE SH I F, I TOLD EUSICN UI·•EqS( TO REUAIII 

Or. lO#o "'0 , Ttl l I !>t'C L. l EUlEWo~o:il ~ :DE~S At\0 TH( OTHE:n Of'r I C£A!I TH!.l t \lf,..!J ~t.!r.~ 

T f\tl1 A•MO"E • APfO •AAt IF THZ: ..,TT.:..CK SHOULD CEASE , I ~~\T((' E'.Sf~""~. 911'£q~£ 

T fEo,oJJl 0~ 8 04R& ~I Th A SV.:.Ll 0!:70: 1L OF ;.tOUT S I X UI.II!JU'.ED H~ TO OJ 'il -~T 

TlfEl' couLD To KEI'• THE s~rP FRO" :;ou.~ 00\oll . "r.o Th.. 111 AU cAs~ . ENSI~I. 

Vlbf.~~;: A\D HIS DETAIL •ERE TJ BE THE LAST Tl) l [ .<Vr. Kt,E• .. T lH,.l T l'E T~~-

£~3 1tl, £:1lE••3E ~~~S THE 0/,LY U/oiNJURED OFFI CER , ALTH(. It ~u<FERINil F~DI.I SHO:~, 

~t.J H.V IIiO U~ST OF r<IS CLOTHES eLOA'l OfF, foliC SEL I EVEO Tfi.<T LICUTEIW;T At,>r.>~ 

ArlO LIEUTENAtiT ( J<) f.E IST ViER£ SUFFICIENTLY IIIJUR£0 TO JW< TI FY THEIR LEA'II~C 

THE :;H I P BEFORE TloE LA,T EOATLOAO . [NS IGII e i ii'ERSE ~TER REFORTEO TO r.tE ASHORE 

TH"T (V(AYCOOY WAS OFf lHE BHii , l tiCLUO I NC All THE PA$SE"GER3 , A~r TH•T HE 11~0 

t.OT ~n·~!I.EO BEit ii,D NITH HIS OET:O IL BECAUSE HE WAS CONVINVEO TkE SHIP ~ICHT 

&II.K ~T .,r;y ~ lllUH , ~1.0 FLRTHEOVORE , THAT THE BO••!liNG fLA•t~ IAIGHT RETURN. I 

AfoROvtD HIS ~CTI 0/1 I~ LEA~Ih TnE SH I P AS IT WAS 03V I OVSLY IIIPO~SIBLE TO SAVE 

H£R , ,FfE~ ARR I V I ~o 0~ SHORE , I li<S INF0°U'D eOTh THE lo:~TOJl SALIFA~ •SO FULL· 



Ttlll<LM;f[lt I 'EAqQ TriE 5CUII0 Or 4 ~)TO' t.,;. I >I It[ rf'/Eh i:LC~< 10 

\<fiE·~' f ,,z,;E Htr1EI· II. lHt II£(P3 ; HIE L\lt,Cf T/,\(J 1., O•M ,tl=l~llY 

.1. rz,. ,. , .,orEs A:: .. , r LtFT . 

~El El:~ 1 :L Y LErT IJ ort•u:: uu ThE (~~~ ,., •rfiC" E CtUU H T t.:.t;CCC. 

$14 fl \ Af T£:5\..,,.. ';0~ .\ '"·!Cvr~ ut.J..'.CH P .::stJ; !~k .. 'lfi LC t\H(' J I C t:..CC •E ,(0 

TH~o- ~ SH I F' • .\~ ~-:-HI "'r~ .. .,. . I SE'\7 r·· -· Et$1C:c (I.,TRS! n>tO ; L• l ' • 

T( .... tt:£ TilE ·~:>TCR .o.A I ,,:. ~ ·' ... s!: T't: ~~ '£ 10 rtio'~ iH~ 0) T. '·o.s.t:, ~" l 

,:.;[Ul tt:ll) .. cc· (A!:H~(\ I \.)(,: Tv T;.'t" Tl C£1 sr .r.:.~nt~ J l LAU .. CH£; 

lC 'AK~ rHE ~1\~.:.:v I. r~.,~ .• .·,.,~,.. [£ . .\C H IIF"R , h - Ttl.., T I • I E~H I :;Er TO 

.. t' ll 'F.l.l nt:.T '\',. £tf01f • ~~ ... ~-H ... •.,j~ h E;<Tif' ,,.,'.JE l$. 

l~ . .:O!:CI.J• T lo~ I' 'i:. '"-h[ PV~UES ST.V1TEO tt•' .l'1t:. TH: .::iTM~O.:.kO 

~"~ IL '/ESol(l~ . AT 1415 fht"V CEA;.CO £0\elt.G 1H~ P,,r.J.V i•liVCf"T ~.U~ ,,H JCH "'T 

lll .. l T l ~ot Af'rE;.\AED lliCEL'f Tl"• ~.lt.!'( AT (,1',Y IJCtA£ .. T ; IT JWVUL'fJ £.i:E rlE\'tJ~bf.RfO 

T~-to\T iti£ CU· F tl:(, rt.·WES F'lr~~T C;;NCEtll;.:.TEJ TtfEiff ATTI\C~ c•, THE r~o\AY . 

lf ,lA! •·tHLE 1H£f ,,£"E £:0''!!11tC TI-'E P:..N/,V T-..\T l .. J VF' THE' STI.tlOARO il ll 

Vi~S~l.. £!,E A:LE T CET V\tl[~,.,.cy \M 3EAC~ THL\'i;Lil!. . 

Tnl ... ;.i TU T.I..KE •\ll TMC: .. (l(:..vl ,._E'l OF~ TME SHIF- ; 9fARTif,(t ~T 14 ~5 "''E COWPLET=' 

THr VI'(14T I0'!S ~1 ~ LITTLE ••f1Eq J5;C, S~I'ETII[ torO• THE SHif 3ANK 

1 I-ICAf.\0 fii E. "''H Tt.E OF -.~ACH 1 NE c;ou~ Ah: •. .:..s lt<FOI':' > 1 •• T ArJ Akt,tEO JAP-

.%Hill -Ll'l tG ~T 1554 fUnt. t .r. t.,;;(f.f f., Sl:.Re:t.-.·:.. 

r• . . . .-.rt: (\ CCA~.: Tl ( ~OA;; ..:F Tt·~ :!G 't (.(fl.:! fC'.3 Ar.~ UtE 

I ..:.oc IT I ;- .;:; •. ,r \.!: , "o((t:f· "' y ·.~ITT!'J 

.E::CORO Of TH( v;.>iiJW., HIT:;. , T-tE C•\"li,~E: SU:!!t.tH::l , 01' THl 1'\IJtJti.lt:S rc 

I tl.,..,,r;fJ~L. I·!O'~E'JE~ , THE~E \\~\~ M·.3ClUT£LY r~C f !\"' IC . Tt•: r.lfWEtiS I CAVE 

"ER: C•l>• 1£0 OUT £~-CT1Y. THE JHt• MAO Tt'E t.ORt•~L Y .NGHE '-L'I60AT 

Ct~E~~L ,u .. ~H~R:I .:.:1~11 J, I ll ; C 114V SFECtAL C£TJ.tl ... f" ~ ·1':1 ~Ei=~t ... E. 

.. IC 1 I W'LVEO l:o~l-: g•;Lr v;; u;.cH IM:: Gl.l'i~ 11, .:RilL~ T.J .hOlt ~P~"II't:: 



PACE lEVEII 

THE HATCHEll L!AOING TO T!IE THREE IKCH 1/AGAl i'j£8. I WAIIT[O TO PREVEilT 

HA¥1"5 THE SHIP BLOWII UP ev HER 0Wfj THREE INCH PO>IO ER. lH( PAIIAY AL'SO 

HAD AN ASANOCH SHIP 81 LL; 1/Y REASO, FOR GIVI~G THE OI!OER TO AliMDO~ S~IP 

WAS THAT I OBSERVED THAT SHE WAS SETTLIIIG DOWN BY THE HEAD TO STARBOARD, 

ANO IT 'oAS REPORTED TO WE AS PREVIOUSLY UOTED THAT S~E II ICHT ~IIIK AT ~'IY 

UlhUTEO. I HLT MY NEXT DUTY , It I COULD foOT SAVE Tl<E SHIP, WAS TO UVE 

THE LIYU OF AS I'ANY AS FOS519 LE OF THE CREw AND PASSENGEnS . THE HULL 

HAD UANY HOLES MHEN ABANOOIIEO AhO >lAS SHI PPI IIG 'HATER RATHER RAPID LY. IT 

"OULO HAVE BEEN IMPOSSIBLE TO GET THE SHIP UI.OER1oAY TO BEACH HER tiECAUSE 

HER STEAMING 801 LER HAD BEEN RUPTURED . ALTHOUGH I liAS TAKEN ASHORE IN 

ONE OF THE FIRST BOATS WITH THE SADLY 110\Jf<DEO I CONSIDERED UYSELf IN 

COWAIID OF TH! SHIP All!; CRE" TI<ROI.6HOUT; •NO lHEN I TURII(O THE S"lr OVEJ! 

TO ENS I Gil B IWERSE JUST BEFORE ~;: I ~" PUT 11'10 T~E £OAT , I DID SO 'Il l TH 

THE IDEA THAT HE WAS THE OtiLY ASLE 000 1£0 OFF ICER LEFT WHO COU LD RC~'A I N 

BEHI ~0 ANO I\ SUR[ THAT EVERY PERS~'I H"O HEll q[UOVED. I II EVER AELit.,;UI SH-

ED COI.IIJANO I.LTHil\JGH I 4AS UIIACLE TO SE PI 'I:IRt TH"N effiE PART OF TH( SHI P 

ON ACCOUNT OF ~ PHYS I C~L CO'IO IT I ar1. I I EUTEUANT 1\IIDERq, I.IY E~ECUT I VC 

OFFICER , 'tilTH GREAT CO\IRME A'IO FEil~EVElVoCE ''-'INT41'1Cl> Tt<E FIRE C< ALL 

OUR .. ACHIN E GUNS; ALTH9VGH HE H.>.D DEE·I BADLY YIOUNDEO ALI<OST IWEO IATELY 

•N THE THROAT, AND LATER IN THE AR" ANO 90TH HANDS. HE WAS ABLE , HOoi-

EVEq , TO ~EEP HIS FEET - •.D .,AIIIT-H,ED ACTI VE CHARGE. 

15. AS ALR~DY IJENTIOI;EO I HA!l UY VEN I.EMOOI, SHIP IN THE 

ORDER OF THE WDR'T MUNOEO. FIRST I 9EN1 THE BOATS TO THE IIEAREST LAND 

""I CH «AS COVERED BY HI CI< RCEOS . I TOLD TilE liEN T~AT AfTER THEY REACHED 

TrlE BEACH THEY .. ERE TO GET 11. S~ORE AM, ~IOE IN THE REEDS \ITHilUT HO\o[VER 

GETTING TOO FAR SEPARATED. AFTER GETTING All THE MEN OFF THE SHIP AtJO 

ON THE eEACH WE FOUI<O T•O JAPANESE FlAt<ES FlYit:C FAIRLY LOA C~ERHEAD 

AFPA~EI.TLY LOOK I~G FOR THE PAl lAY SURY IV ~$ . THE ~EEDS t<O'~EVER Af<A~EHT~ Y 

AFF0~0£0 US SU, I C I E.NT COVER i O RE,..AI fl IJioSEEtl. THESE PLANES SUESEQUWTL Y 

DEPARTED, llUT SHORT LV LATE~ 6CI•e IIIC TTACKS 'l:RE "~DE Cll ThE ToO ST ANOA" D 

Ofl VESSELS , '"'~ICH 'fliER! OY t. " SEAC• (0 t . 1 " .._. < DPFOS TE ..J.:). THE 

THIRO STA~O,\RO OIL VESSEL HAC ALR[AOY 9EE', 'UI.~ ~y GVH. 

' 



I'M£ EIGHT 

16. MY PLAN FOR THE RETURII Or THE SH IP3 COLIPANY TO rH.: JURI "· 

DICTION OF THE US IIAVY ~AS TO HAVI: EVERYOtl! R(ti/IIH IJHO U COVER lltAP lo4tAE 

~ E HI.D LAiiOEO UI<Ttl Afl (A C~R~ ; THEN HAVE THE •D'IST ..W'ill£0 LOA0£0 0 

BOARD A STAIIOARO OIL LAUNCH , loH ICH •·•S I.E .. • ·~n llAO 6Ef:ll 1.8~11GCNED BY 

HER NATIVE CAt.v . AflO T(/ <4'£0 t..~ .. ,U~Il TO lHE •.a~ l'~L-l'.L A ~"-Al.l SCtiVTif~C 

PARTY ViHICrl hloD CEEII SC/•1 OUT TO CnEO UP,'. THE r.!:;GnF•ICAl v FCT 0:. 

lotitCH 'E )IAC. LANQEO REPCRT£0 TO I,!E TH• T VIE "(R I>N M. ISlAND. 

17. L l EUTENANT IIRTHUA E. ANDERS, I.IY CXECUT I VE OFF I CEP, II A$ 

8Y TH IS TlloiE S~DlY \iEAKEN[l) FROOI lOS~ OF Bl OOG, AI.[ ll(ltlWt.I•T (JC) 

GEIIT WAS ALSO 9AO lY V.OUIID£0 1r. T~E LE:;. ENl:tGI. f> I>ERSC >lAC ESC~Pf.O 

4ClUAL JIIJURY OUT VIAS SUFFERUIC SOMEioHAT Fftl)\1 ~HOCK . I Ft'l T TliAT UNDER 

THE CIRCUIISTANCES Of OUR URGENT CChlliTION A•:D SI'IC'. THAT I Sh,ULO 

UTI~I ZE THE EX~ERIENC£ AHO I•ATUR£ JUOG~IIEIIT Or C~rT • " • FR~~K H . ROeE~TS . 

US AflloiY, THE ASS I ~TMIT I.II L ITARY ATTACH( TO THE A',IC~I CAI< EMBASSY IN Cfllll.\ 0 

l iMO >lAO COllE ON eOARO .AT N~I.-IIIG. Ht HAD ESCME~ I tiJURY ~1:0 YoAS ''OST 

ANXI OUS AS Atl OFFICE~ TO ASS I ST L'£ IN ANY .Ut. •IS ABI LITY TO SFUK 

Cll l ~ ESE Vo~~ ALSO A VALUABLE FACT~ R. I THEIIEFORE .. PPOINT£0 IIIlA AS UY 

tWEO IATE REPRESEtrTATIVE TO T·\< E ~C liVE PHYS ICAl CHJ<RG E UN~ER l.tY DIRECT

ION , A!JD StitH ORDERS ;.shE GAVE •ERE AFTER C.>: •• ·.T~liC~ •. ITH » E ANO OY 

OIY AUTHO)UTY A~O OIRECTI UII . I .1~50 ACKNv.ILE~GE .~.TEFULLY THE KINO AND 

EFFIC IENT ASSISTA~CE Of ''R. AlChES<'~. ltl THE SA~£ •AY IT IS UY GRATEFUl 

DuTY TO ADD TIIAT CAPlAIII R1 !IUS SE~VICH •• (0~ .. ~-OLUTELY WALUAElE A .0 

H IS INPOSSIBLE FOR ~E: T(l EXPRESS liV f\lll .·.~rRECIATION OF lhEl•. I A" 

SURE THAT EVERY IAEVSER or T ;E PA~TY 'A VLL .;\dH fiAT HIS Efr i CIE!ICY , 

KIWIN• ESS , ~NO lAC~./,[) HIS EXrER IE ••• I •Lt.'(ILI~~ .:.• OPERATION OF Tl< l$ 

NATURE ON SHORE IOP~ATLY COI,Tr I~ lEO TO •\1~ Fll\h, E, •• PE. •tR . ATCHESOII, 

" 110 ~LSO SFEAK$ CHINESE, .\GR ' ~T ; T I'Y ~~-UE~T r11 RE~AIN /II Til THE PARTY 
... 

TO FACiliTATE DEAL INGS WITH~~ ~c• ~FI:ott•. 

18. AT ABOUT 171~ fh~ .(~0 ) ~EC ·rr q, r.; T~( EVBASSY , IJR. J . 

t!ALL PAXTON WHC ALSO SPEAKS CHINESE, U FT our i ~I!TI .\1 AIY AE,UEST 10 TRY 

TO GET A UESSAGE THROUGH ( ITHER 9Y TCLFH" ~f 0 1clEC~AFH TU THE AI.IERI• 

CioN AII!ASSI.OOP AT HANKOW I~FCR'III.G Hi ll yF UR 1-LIGI<T, 



'AGE NI NE 

19. AS ALREADY ~ENT 1 ONEO AFTER DARK All AOLE 800 1 EO LIEJj TI!ACK-

0 THE lAUNCH CARRYING THE WOUNDED AROUND THE liTTLE ISLAND ON oiH I CH • E 

' 'J CUt;O OURSEt VES CLOSE TO THE o'A 1 NLANO , I N THE •lEAl IT lfoiE WJI. PAXTON 

•HO ~r.O GONE ON AHEAD SEt;T S~CK COOli E CAI!R I ERS FROO. THE fiRST VILLAGE 

;~D THEY CARR I EO OUR IIOU~OED THERE. AT Til l S V ILLAGE <1E EN~ACEO IAORE 

r•IILIES AIIO SE T OUT FOR THE NEXT VILLAGE llllAND HvSH I Erl , •.,HICH WAS 5 

!J 1 LES ~1\AY AND 3 UI LES I NLAI,D fi!CU THE RI VER BANK . I.IY FlAil •lAS TO TRI.VEl 

bY IIIGHT ;;No HI DE BY DAY . v/HEII VIE ARR I VED Ai HOSHIEN AEOUT Y I ONIGHT ,,E 

.ERE RECEIVED AND TREATED WI TH T"E GREATEST K I NDNESS SY THE MAGIOTRATE 

AND ALL THE CHINESE THERE , ANO ~ERE QUARTERED IN THE HOSPITAL \\HERE "E 

REMAHIEO TH~OUGHOU T THE DAYL I GHT PER I OD . ON MONDAY , 13 OECEIIBER, EIIS-

!~Q<~ S TOREKEEP£~ FIRST CLASS , AND t.lR . SANDRO SANORI , ITALI AN JOURNAL

Sf , C. lEO FROM THE I R I NJUR I ES IIHI LE WE •ERE THERE. 

20 . AT ~MK THAT EVErl i NG 13 DECEMBER , WE SET OUT FOR THE NEXT TO"N 

~ LA~IO HANS HAll BY JUr.KS WH 1 CH CAP1'A II! ROBERTS H/10 W SAGED. I T oi'AS .. HI LE 

l>t \\ER E AT HAN3HAN APPROXIMATELY 12 II I LES INLAND FRO~! THE LEFT ~.ORTH 

~'•~ T>!AT I RECE IVED ·•ORO OF THE AMER I CA~< AND BRITISH GU~BO~TS \\HICH H~J 

OEEN SENT TO ASS IS T US , ArlO OF THE PRESENCE OF A JAPANESE r,ur.SOA1 TO 

.UMAIITE~ US SAFETY FROM fURTHER ATTACKS . THE IIAG 1 STRATE ArlO THE CH IUESE 

~ES i l"ENTS OF THE SECOND VILLAGE \\ERE JUST AS HELPFUl AS THOSE OF TICE FIRST 

FI.WI~G THE PMTY, AND RENDERI "'G ME.OI CAL A IO THEY NEiiE NI LL ING TO HAVE U~ 

I~ SF ITE OF THE fi,CT THAT THEY TeGUGHT AS >~E 010, 'fHAT OUR fRESEr;CE AI.ION$ 

Tkil' o/OULO ORAl! 00~1'1 BOIIBHIG ATTACKS FRO" THE JAPAI/ESE PLANES. 

21 . WE LEFT HAIISkAN ABOUT 1 2¢~ ON 14 OECEI>SER Ill THE 3A' E 

J UNKS I N 1\HI CH •,;£ HAD ARR I VED .\NO REACiiEO THE YANGTZE RIVE~ ABoUT 2145 

THI.T fll GliT. THE El<T IRE PARTY ·14> vN BOARD THE USS OA>IIJ Af:O Hl.lS LAOYB I R~ 

4'1' '/l:ljj 15 OECEP9t.A. 

22 . ALL THE PASSENGERS 11liO 1/ERE 011 BOARD THE FAIIAY \/ERE THE ~>: 

't Til~ I R OliN REQUEST, I 00 NOT ~NOll , ,HAT LOSSES OF FEQ$0~~El f'RO~ERTY 

Tr<ET \lAY HAVE SUSTAINED OThER· THAll THEI R CA!.•ERAS AND otHAT \lAS COliTI.I NEO 

~~ ThEIR TRAVE LL I IIG SAGS EXCEPT 1'1 THE CAS£ OF J.lR . PAliTDII , ,/HC HAO PRE<

IOUSLY TURNED OVER TO ~E A LOCKED BR IEF CASE 1/HI CH I HAO HIDDEN 8EUEATH 

llY BUNK; THE NATUQE OF THE COIITEI'ITS OF WH I CH I WA5 NOT II/FORMED. !IR. 

PAXTON HAD ALSO GIVEN !olE FOR SAFE KEE PING A VALUABLE CHIHSE VASE, 

-



TEN 

" E85U , ATCHESO~ , PAXTBN 0 AhD lli.Uit AIIO CAHAll! ~08£~T& 1<~0 , I !Ell I[ , 
OHE OR loO~! T"UHI<I APifC!, 

23. I lt-'VE tiO CO<IPlAIWT TO ... ~£ AEGAIIOtloG T>t! CCI.CUCT Of Ao Y 
OFFICER OR E~LIST£0 I!Aif Oil AllY PASSE~GE~. IN '-'Y O~IIIICH EVERNN£ ACTCO 
Wlllt FINt COURAGE Aflll l loiT IATI VE. I CONSICER II<AT THE ACT tOtl OF oiY 

OFFICERS AhD Cl!E" IN ,uT( .. -TifiG TO AET\IRH Tilt FIRE, ~EIWEPIHG FIRST 
AID, SAFElY EVAC~"TI~G Ll •HSOfillEl, TRAt:S;>Ol!li.TII.G, •£ 'llvUICED, 

KEEPW¢ TOGETHER , .:.•,0 RETU~IW,G AS 011£ • ARTf WITH THE 0£,\t) A~D IIOUI,OEO 
I S SUFFICI£11T EVIOt~C~ CF HtEIR :OU~AUE , OISCtHII;,, At, F >RTITUO£ . 
KEE/,LY REGRET TH~T ltY 0 • IIIJ~•y PREVE TEO E ~., O'.!>cRlll" l':i>IYIOUAl 
ACTS OF COURAGfOUS COI<OUC T OF ~H'CH I FEEl CERT,\IN UIIOER T"E Ct RCUL031ANCES 
EVll!Y OffiCER A~C'OJ-"11 f(q •)OUED CtT~ "!Ill£ 01. 80~~0 $~1 ANO CURI'•G THE 

t Y..AS ARTI:ulA lY 1 -:t:ES £(1 BY • kf-,0 

GRATEFUL FO•, Till ><IGH ''•IRALE AloO CH •• RFvl A~O fAITH•Jl I AN'i(R I« •Uit:i' 
l.tY OFF ICER> A/10 1'£11 1\S~ISTED O!.E ~~ .... lt.A. I 0££ IT L'Y DUTY I )llt'YEI! Yl> 
CCUl'E'NT P..4((TtC~l '"L' ...,PC.\ r .. ~ (OC~ ,...,..._, C)U!V.fifd\J&lo (:)HtUCT cr .. t£vTE't;. '!' 

ARTHUA F. HP.CE~S, LtV '".<ECUTIVE f'Frll~t <, .,..,....., r •CU~II tt~Utl ED '" 3£V£nAl 

PLACES , u·~AOLE 1 0 ZPEAK, ~,._0 SUfF"£~1' 1 ~€Y£RE Lr.•~S OF 3L0()0; t<~FT HIS 

ff£T, Dlf:ECTED H( r ~!, ;:> UP<:~ II "' THE At~•rt• ,. 1r. hi~ Cvi'JUCT 
o.AS ~'I I~SFIRAll~/ TO All ~~ .. Oo. 
G, GRA1 1 ER , UEO I CAL CO~P~ , US I:A'/Y , THL 01/LV O~C1 or, .,y, ,qS FC ~T~t.AT£l Y 
NOT ifOWOEC OI~PlAY£) (Oi,~lii!!:S .. .\~Ill .. , 0 M._ llJ.;t(FLllflto)!o tdlt'f HIS 
T'iC ... t·•(flll Oi Hit l.:~fl' avl;r.O[l.l ; t01" rl•l ...... ~0£.-f HE .:.a~.t\R=' .-..tlf' MD 

Ull OEQ 'IERY DIFFICULT CO .~ I TJII~S ~St.D~~ IH.:l Ui Tloll' 'I EffO~TS A"O 
P~~FE~ t:'lf.L ~•.Ill l.'<t:U"'.Ul< c.;;,;•r UTE -R~•TlY TC ~EL~Ct T E .;r~ICUS·· 
t.t!~ uF Tto<[ P~JUr.t IE!:. 

24 , li•F CASU~l1 1 1'S 10 PERSO~II£L ;USlAI~<D ~ .. ~,·4RO T"O: FANM 
OR I~ OPEN~" 'P•1:3 ,\FTER A'.WOO~III• tiiiP <1; II rr.tl~li.: 0£~0: CH.toRLES 
l.. Etl$ '1~6£~ Sl.., (tf-rrc;:'t qr T ClA::i,, £0 A~$. tiULSE JS :..,.o:~ I.IN , II~. 

eANCPO 3/01.~ I IT All A~ .iCoURJ: \1.1 ~ T; SE ~I CU3 LY II.J~REJ: Jt ••El J. Hll iii£S 
l i(Lif. C 11,-l\OER• ARTHJ., r: •NOER .... ll~liT .. , .. e~u .. . Et T l.I[Ul. (J:..) • 
..,OHH H. ~:::. C-Pii£F QUART£·~ "'STER, ""'"'l ._4 lftK Z~ECT71CIA1t:. l'l€ FU~ ... T 
Cl~SS , ALEX KOZAK IIACiii~ ISTS t.>.ATE SEC~ .. O CL.So, PERES 0. 71CLER SH i rS 

COOK T~ I HO CLASS, NE•TO~ l. 0AVIS FIAE•'·•'I FI R .• T ClASS; IAIIiOR INJUR IES: 
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..,JC( C XS ~~ , t[,. R ti. I(LU j): ~ 

-~ ..,(..t .U.P rl AST L.:.t~. £AilE • 
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a.•AI l 

tT( !:; flO Cl r 
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I • NI'Cl 3387 
NAVAL MESSAGE 
. !iECEIVED AT NAVY DEPARTMENT 

T MUSK ~ I Gft ' ' 

FR : COMYA'JGPAT 
ACTJ QN: C IN CAF' 
1 FO: USS OAHU 

,~1 RITV /S 

¢"13 FOLLO\/tr-lG RECEIVED FR B ATCHESON iilY TELEPHO F"nM C TAVLO 

ANI< lrJG EMiASSV STAFF SAFE ~E SA I LtR 81ED CAPT AND EXECUTIVE 

Ff'lCER VOUNilE SURVIVORS UNAiiE Te 00 TO RIVER AS JAPANESE ARE 

\ ·~ACHINE GUNNIN TAVL R ADVISING EVEAYDNE 

C A HtHStE REQ T APA ESE iE A K T ATTACK HOHSIEN 

~ 10 JA~ANESE1 PATROLS 0 0 

T T A Tli ACK THE TO 1132 

2 D C 

1 Off 10111 PMOI£D ,.E .. 
'CM£OK OFF LilT ) 

RTH A:.K tf' R I VEft At D ~~~"EAR T 

ACTI (4) 

~o 1 A 11 1' (') ! , . , 
A t ~ ( ) 

\ 



NAVAL MESSAGE 
RECEIVED AT NAVY DEPARTMENT 

t\I'G i~ 3237 l ·, l iFE V NEGJ Q MUSK t-:Er'll r.I'J NITt: G~ 1' 

............. , ........ ,... .....,,'f"ltOM : US-> LUZ ON 
ACTI ON • ALUSNA P'EII'II\Q NI TE WI' 

I ·!Ft = t i'NAV USS "ANAY R~l SHANG~:A I 

1¢11 OFF ICE~ WHOSE SIGNAL NU' IE~ IS 11415 A~RIVE" HA~KO~ ~LEVE NTH 
ASTALUSNA SHANG~~t 

RA'"~ to SHAr ... ahA I 1 NFO~M /'1-//'f~Jf~"t/ fffi'Nt'PIV 2335 

13 ACTIIN (4) 
05 11A 11 li (i ) 1! 21 31 I'X C t 
MARCOR!tS 



NAVAL MESSAGE 

HO•: COMYArGPAT 
ACTION: CINCAF 

H1FO : U S OAHU 

RECEIVED AT NAVY DEPARTMENT 

PRIOR!TY /S 

t"l.o~.;)t;, 't 1..1 ~,,.f. fO OPtAV FOR INFC~MATION, 

' H T 

I 

13 ACTJ 0 ~ ( -i) 

05 , 0 A 11 , ' ( ) 1 9 20 3 IP X 

"~ ED TAT , 
~ OL F'O MSGR , 

021 /1a I 

C\ 11A~CORPu(2) STATE VIA MSGR, 



r . ALlS'A f 
ACTI 01~: lf'llAV 
It Ftt CIt I Cl.l'' 

ri\ luc<1TV /S 

I 

I ? - t "!. • '9. l 

l3 ACT lOll(_.) 

lllr.,AV CIS lOA 11 1'(') 1! 20 31 PX 

CliO ARCORPS(2) STI.TE. VIA SCR. 



111 4 

FROM 
ACT IO N 

INFO 

CCMY Ar~C I" AT 
; C WCAF 
; USS OAHU 

I"R I 0~ I TV AZ 

I"ASSED t.Y Ult!JCil C INCAF TO Ol"tlAV FeR IIJFOR••AT ION 

H 1/ llj F 

A If ~ N• H ANK 

13 ACTION(4) 

1 
--A .5 l ~A 11 1i( i ) 1' 2~ 31 PX CWO 

t.IARCCR I" ( 2) DUtJAV 

STATE VI A I!SGR • 



~II.! C NCA~ 
ACT t H .,NA v P'~ I Dl! I TY ,.z 

13 ACT'.'"' I .. ) 

¢1 ~ -5 1~A 11 1,(.) ,, 2¢ 31 P'Y. C 0 

STATE VIA 'ISOEP. ~·A!'!CllilP'(2) aUNAV 



F~QA ; 
ACTIOU; 
1r FO ; 

COL YAtJGF~<T 
Cl CAF 

USS OJ..HU 
ft!l i ORI V 

PA,SED iiY C I NCH~ 
TO • OftNAV FOR I NFC RM1 T ION 

I ( b) 

11113 FUR Tftlt !.!EAGE!t TELt.ftHtr..E CtMUUN I CATI Gt-.S i!11 Flt41M ATCHESON Tlilt iUGH n~t 

T YLQR AT ANK I MG REfttRTS 

r M I'ILI T W ACTI IJI TI E::> 

I.IUR ~ EltSO NNEL I N GRAVE nANQEit I N kltHS IE N ftltESUMAil Y 
HOHS I EN 

THAT AREA I'Eit I t ,J Kjle)$1~~ I S lliltEE Ul LES I NLA Nn FPt. I -
~ F.R I.r IF JA ft.l.N r~.a.VAL VE,.:~r.:.LS HAVE ltEACHE" NANK i fG A .. /tE,.UTE" ftlt£,., 

~ ~ ~ vU6GEST "VIS~. I L I TY U~Q I NG (5- ) THEIR AS, I ST f~E I N HELft l~a u .. 

llli FE COI\i"UCT F'!tCU nChS I E. N T" R IVER ftEit I "" .'/E. Aft£ E "EAVCit I NG T tr.F .. !U! 
H SIE 

Uil E MEL lr h rHEN Y TELEGRAftH THAT HUS lEE I S I N VIC I Nl TV I'E~ I .. ... " Hl 

UTE. WUr U Sl L'L" RRIV~ Tt~·r; R'0\'1 fJ.OR UNG UNLESS "'ELAYE"~ IY tr.SECURE 

IJ TIOrJ I'E!t l 0 " \'/ ILL n£SI'ATC~ HER Tt II HS I ~'" t • ( t p-) SHOR TLY AF TEit ~R 1 1VAL 

t'i fl N TIFICATivN ~o F HEft 1.\ ISS I C.N I S GI VCN TO L(C I\L .lA,. AUlliC/t iTIES IN 

u l 

I 

1 3 ACTI C r ( 4) 
-5 l ~A 11 l'lf ) 

1! 2¢ 31 I'X C~.'O STATE U.ARC&,U-S (<c) 
THI HAS I EEf R!:;LA 'r'r.:.o~ S: "TE DE,.T 
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FROM; 
ACTION; 

INFO; 

CINCAF 
OP!IAV 

AMCON SHANGHA I CHINA 
~'OO:Cf.!j(\I.IAPBASSAOOR CHINA 

COMYA~GPAT 

c 

til lS JAPANESE T"ANSPIIU CIM!AAN"! I NG IFF ICE" LMYII!I" 

L\ARSHAl.L CO~t;.I EI\1 M.AQAZHE VI M; S IAT ttlniES F FI~ST PANAY 

YlHI 'I•'E"E I.N hOSPITAL WUHU TO SHANQHA I - I V PL.AI£ 2147 

1J·~< ... T ION(4) 
05 1 O•A 11 1'(') 19 2 0 38 PX 

CWO S TATE l.IARCORPS( 2) 

~ELAYED STATE 

1\ J l AE 15 OEC UX 

IU,l AV ----
I TEHOl'"E 
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State Department No. 0016- C1.noat. 
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NAVY DEPA.B.T:M:ENT 
O:ITIOII o.- OIIXRJ" Or NAVAL O~TIOl'C8 

WASHINGTON 
17 December 1937 

\ 

Dear Mr. President: 

this 
from 

Replying to your memorandum of yesterday 
Department received on 16 December radio reports 
the USS OAHU containing the following information: 

At the time of the first airplane attack all 
ships were at anchor. The Standard Oil ships succeeded 
in getting under way after the first attack but the PANAY 
was hi t forward took a list to port and down by the head 
sinki ng in about one hour. The planes made a number of 
attacks with bombs and machi ne guns. Colors were dis
played by all four shi ps with a flag at the gaff and two 
large flags displayed horizontally on the upper awnings . 

The attacking force consisted of three heavy 
bombers and six light bombers. The heavy bombers dropped 
three bombs from an undetermined altitude a.nd then pro
ceeded down river. The light bombers dive bombed and 
machine gunned the ships . The first heavy bomb fell 
fifteen feet off the port bow of the PANAY, making a 
hole in the bow, wrecking the bridge and wounding the 
Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Commander Hughes. The 
second heavy bomb hit the PANAY demolishing the radio 
room and surrounding spaces . During these attacks the 
crew manned their machine guns returning the fire but 
their projectiles passed through non vital parts of the 
planes. After these attacks on the PANAY bombs were 
dropped on the Standard Oil Company's vessels, apparently 
with the general plan of concentrating on the armed ves
sel before undertaking to destroy the others . 

Survivors from the PANAY landed in boats 
during which t ime diving planes from low altitude at
tacked the boats with machine guns wounding two men in 
the boats . · 

Before tbe PANAY sank and after it was 
abandoned by its crew two Japanese Army motor boats 
sprayed the ship with machi ne gun tire, boarded it and 
remained on board about five minutes , the United States 
flag at tbat time still flying and easily distinguished. 



Attar the crew reached shore planes re
peatedly flew over t he area with the apparent purpose 
ot extercinating the survivors who hid their wounded 
and scattered to such shelter as oould be round . 

At dusk the survivors assembled , proceed ed 
t o a rarm house where stretchers were improvised tor the 
wounded, and then walked about five miles to t he town 
ot Hohsien . 

I noted a t once t hat the PANAY remained 
afloat about an hour after the crew l eft, and must as
sume tt~t the bomb damage and the list resulting there 
from were so serious es t o make further defensive ef
fort ineffective . 

We have directed Admiral Yarnell to make a 
full report by despatch, which report may be e~ected 
very soon after Admiral Yarnell makes contact with t he 
survivors , including the wounded Captain end Executive , 
now enroute to Shanghai on board the USS OAHU and 
ID.:S LADYBI RD . 

Most respectf ully, 

The President , 
The White Fouse . 
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THE WH ITE HO USE 

WASHINCiTON 

Deoaber 18, 1937. 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

THE SEORETAF« or B'l'ATE 

I note 70ur telegram to Johnson 

asking him tor hie recommendation 1n 

regard to w1 thdrawing troa Hanltow to 

Canton. IQ' personal slant 1e that he 

ought not to withdraw. It U 1a a4-

Yiaable tor hill to leaYe Hankow beoau .. 

U _,. be attaoked or iaolated, he 

should then IIO"fe nen turther 1nlan4, 

keep1Dg oonkot with wbatner 1s lett 

ot the Oh1nne goYemaen,. 

r. D. a. 
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t!PG 5646 

FRC'-1 
ACT! Orl 

INFO 

CO"SOPAT 
OPIJAV 

COPY CH 

2~40 Bq I GAOE , COJ'SIIIROIJ5 , 
~AitAIIASSAOCH Cr I' , IISS 

COIJOE.;,R0"5, CltiCAF 1 COUY "NGP AT, 
!.!AR•LEiiEAO, ALPS~A PE I P I"G 

I'ITI:. CH 

: 12)1 SC 1'TH CHI ~A PORTS ~· I ET 2)1~¢ 

13 ACT ( 4 } 

~0:58 IGIJX 
~5 1~A 11 16 (6 ) 19 2~ 38 

PX CV.O ~TATE RELAYED liARCO.~ PS (.,) 
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RT CHINK I ANG '!. 12 I.I ILc.S ~JEST /"R I VE CN n.;r,GC.,OW MOVI G SLOWU ALOfG 

CA .\ r ;)V, AT CI1A1 GAN PERJQn T £tVE TRANSPORTS LCA"c." 
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~A. JAPAf~~ ILiiARY AlTA.t_ l~"AY CALL~" £~~il- ~En APO~I~•-S 

u: ... p V r~I"~~T TO COMSECBR I G 19,8 

7 [. .. , / 1423 
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•• It NAVAL MESSAGE 
• 

RECEIVED AT NAVY DEPARTMENT 

c::7~5 , I CCAF' 
• · • · oonu MnT raan 1 .. t!'l", ...,.,,.,.. p A V ~J I TE 

¢12~ AT PRESS CONFERENCE BY GEr..ERAL HAAMA JAPANE SE Ulll TARY ATTACHE 

HE SA ln THAT JAPANESE BOAT WH I CH BOM8E"~ PANAY AT 11 ¢~ 12 t'lECEMBER 

GAVE WARNI NG THAT THE VESSEL WAS I N nANGEROUS ZOt£ THAT PANAY FIRE'1 

AT JAPA~E SE TROOPS ON SHORE WITH MA I N bATTERY AN"' THAT THE AR MY BOAT 

\ili iCH BOARnEn THE (SjS) PANAY BEFORE SHE SANK n l n NOT MACH it.E GUN THE 

VESSEL BEFORE BOARniNG THE SE STATEMENTS ARE ENTIRELY CONTRARY TO ALL 

EV I ryENCE Gl VEN BY SURV IVOR& TO COURT OF INQUIRv 2256 

\ 

1v ACTION 

H)A 11 ,S 2~ 38 PX CWO SiAYE t•AR CORPS(2 } 16((;) \IHITE rlO ISE 
21'2 5CRLIX2{61")E C 

1..0:. Yt:.C 11 .:.I dL , lA IIIRE 
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·vv.l.'" ~·· !('" c 

PURSL IT 

~~~ . c.VEIITt:EN BOMBER S ACCCMPAjl£n BY Ni t-£ 1(,.~~-~ 11ROPP.,.,.., APPRVX IL!A TELY 

L:.l T FIVE ll01.'8S Ali" "'IIVO PACKA""" LITt.RATURE VICI'IITr RAIL AY STAT IOII 

KIJi lANG 13~~ TC"AY 1 525 

- l'"''14) 
r • 1 - , 1 19 • l 

~" p w\-) 

Ah uxt 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 
RECEIVED AT NAVY DEPARTMENT 

F6C 
xxxx 

! 1 ,., IYM T 
A'J 

' ·' ·"'""""""""""' <t1'*"'l <lti-YM.:rt'AT-r.:o ·oc:s~ou s-co •s·•&RorJ s-C I c~r-E. D ~ 
._, .;, !.T ,,A A:.SA ,, Ck i'!A-"SS ''A,qfiU:.HEAD-~<L' S•" r:> I I' 

' I TL AG 
~~2¢ ~EVE NTEEN JAP BOUBERS PLUS NINE PURSU IT PLA~~S BOUSE~ KIUK I ANG 

VICIPJITY RAILWAY STATION 1 3~~ TO!'IAY PERI0'1 APPROXI MI\TELY EIGHTY F I VE 

BOMBS nROPPEn ALSO THO PACKE TS L ITERATURE PERIOn OTHER RIVER PORTS 

QU I ET 2183~ 

13 A..;T ION (4) 

S I ·A . 11 16(6) 19 2Jl 38 I'X C\'10 I ARCORPS(2) STATE 
2~:'9CIWX2¢0EC 

RE Av~c To STATE VIA WIRE 

I 



. • .:.AC.I!~. WTI 

Tl : C HX:AF 

INII: OPNAV NAftiLEHEAI 

. . . 
,37 

lt iUTII\E 

ftE STft I CTtl 

~2- AI~ IIAII ~ LAllY SGl'IIIEII riiNE HUNtlltEI S INGLE S~A!'LAtiE lftCI"I'EI 

llUIS IN VIIUtiiTY ft AILWAT STATIIU T(tJ FIFTEEt~ HI.IIIIIEIIISCHIN!:~E 

fVACUAT INCO TO NllftTHI. Aftl 1 ~45 

II STII I IUTIII : 

1 ( ·) ACT 

l ,IA 11 1&(') ,, .. , 31 C\\1 UA~Ctfti'S (2) TATE FILE 
SE T Tl ·~TATE VIA 'ILS;:.EN~-

• 
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1 !13'7 ,..,_ SS!i7 
IIIUTINE 

f f!Q, • .,AL IE Tt 
IIC:STII I UTE I 

TO CINCAF 

INF NAVY IEI"T IAAftll EHEAI ALUSN~ ~tE II"ItJQ 

--2- Jtll•!( Ill NIT ltD .. llloiiS AT TEN Fl FTEEN E::XfLOS I ON A HI !'IE 

AS !"LANE I"ASSEI IVEtt CUIIFE .. ElfiHTEEN HUNIIIEI T NI'HT T~IIEATS 

AND ftULitftS IF FUftTHrll IESTIIUCTIIN CtNT I NUE WITH U,£AS I NESS 

~F INHAIITANTS 11&-

II STII I IUT I Oil: 

13(4) ACTION 

~5 1'A 11 1'(') lJ 2- 31 cno MAIICIII .. ~(2) STATE F ILE 

IE,JT Tt STATE: V I~ ~IESSENGEII 
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f!S:£, fRfCTEO 
3 PECt..UO'"', 1t37. 

FlCUI THE COI.!I'AilDQl IN CHIEF A$1AT IC FL.£-T. 
T~ I THE SEC~ETA1Y oF TilE IIAVY, 

THE FCLLO flll8 Att F 11:01 , • OF FACTI OF TH£ CC)I',H OF ~~~~~ IRY 

0")£1(~ TO I liVEST I; ATt T!!E C<N~31 IQ ! •10 S 1'(1',8 OF Tl1: 1'3S PA:IA1, 

THE C0''1T ,AS COIIPtiEO OF t,.,TAIII H V UC~Im I CK, C(II.'IA.'I~;:, 

U l t.~YO, LIE••TE' IA'IT cr• A'lotll A C J U aALOT 1 '"~<tEl~ , A ~ Ll:: 'Ttli l•lT 

0 J 'MilT II'IG JIIOGE ADVOCATE, THE FIUOIHU A, £ APP WIEO. 

1 HE REC0 1D OF Til E CO'"!T WILL t.E F~,WA~OED ID TilE D•Pi.~ l"-'IIT Ll' 

AI"IAIL L<AV I"C IIAII ILA AoOI'T TIE>ITVNIIIiO G£C!UuE1 • 

litE Ct"'H F 1'1~1 AS F~LLO :tS 

(1 ) T •AT 0' ot:CUJoL~ 12 1'37 Tt.E ''SS PA' Ay A '~ IT n~ T.·t rA •z . ~AT!•L 

'' Tl1~ ·s ASIA• IC FLEET WAS tPE1~TI'Ii f '' ~' LA• F•t. ~~C:ll ~·t T!!E Yl TZE 

~I VE1 , 

I~) T'iAT THE 11'\IEO!AlE IIISSIO~ CF THE " I S PAIIAV WAS Tn PlOTECT 'IATI"ItAl.8 

yA lilT A Ill CO'.~'N I CAT I ~N GETW!EN THE ••s EU8A8SY NAIIK II Q A~D nffl CE 1 '( 

A!JLA,SAU01 AT fjM/KOW P~OV I D~ A Ti!I'P01A.lY n FFIC£ FOR THt ••s EWBASJV :.TAFF 

O''l i •G THE T II'£ littEr! 'lA' K 11:c WAS GlEATLY -~:DA•J'.£1(0 ~V ILIT.I..1Y rP!:lAT 10'11 

A:J• TO Af'FOlD A q[fi'GE FU AIIE11CA'I A"D CTII~! F01£1GJII NATIONALS 

(3) THAT CJI•E TO HTE•~IVC. 8.1~U FI~E A~~''IID •tA••K I'" 1~: •"SS ?~ I Y H• 

CHA'ICcO EEqTH SEVE'i Al TIMES T~ AV~IC SEIIIG HIT A'JC ru Ttl!: •·n I r·• Cf C£:E 

Bol 12 193T FC~!JEO A CCIJVOY OF SrCe~Y 0 IL COili'A'tY V~'·•l' 

I'E IP H:Q HIHS IA A'IP I!( ! AII ArlO P.1ot£EOEO f'PRIYE~ 

(4) THAT AOEQ!'AT£ $T(P8 IIE!E TAJCEN AT All TIUES TO AS8"1E THAT TH[ 

JA,A~ES£ A"THO~ITIES 'IIE~E IIJFM1JEO OF THE ~OVWEI:T$ OF THE liS~ PA'IAY • 

(5 ) THAT 1:1 ADJI TJOn H!1 ~(C"AL~ CWPLE!Ii.IIT THE ''Ill r••I•Y HAD n • •0 D 

AT THIS TIt E FO' ~ IIUISE IS Of THE WE1 1C.vt E!'US.Y IHFf f'O"R .i:'tliC''' I A lit 

All •• FIJ; FOlE rt·• 'ATI NIAL• • 

TAT·- , ... Plllt S''I'DIIIG "PliiE.l THL , .......... $T0,0 ' 

~E.~,u~z T~ A Sl ~AL nnu A J.IJ'AI•ESE LA•:OI• 0 LoAT ,A JAPANESE A11't lO•' O ~ 

~,F t Co1 \!liTH GIIMO 'lENT "" t.nAlO AND WAS lltFO~UEO Tl1AT TilE IllS 1'AtJAV A 

CnltVOV \1;;.olE P~•Cf.ECI•Ir. TO A'1Cit~1AOE T'WE>ITY El'fll UIL~S At~V. NA!tK I" ''" 

WA t~I~'O 11AS G I Vf.-~ OF A'''1 OA!l4Ct ltKt.LY Tt L" ,l'rfC:"''"tT ... h..O • 

IT) THAT loT AV"T (ltvC:•I HI •Jj)"!(O ?~Cai•El 12 1937 TK( I$~ ,:.:.Al . ~ 
tn:I V~Y A:ICIIOI~!) IN THE 1A•OTZ!: R l~-1 l'l A CCit?ACT ,r• iT lo O"T ll'llt 

THtl HI'!I!);!EC T"''::NTY n•<c AOn~z •oS•~IQ T~NTV C:ICIIT ll l ~ .. nvc ~~··~ '0 o 



(6) THAT THE 1'33 PA'IAY WAS I'AtriTEO Ill iTE ir..: :"<F " ' PC' \o'01KS A" B 

STACKS AriD OISPLAYEO Till) LAlQC H011ZOIIHL FLAOS 0~ HE1 IOPI'E~ DoCK 

A''l'lHI69 PL"8 LA1GE C~L013 AT HE1 ~~., • 

( 9 ) THAT THE S~CO~Y VhC~'I'U SIIIPS IIEIP IN& 1'61 H31A AIID ,LtE IAN EACH DIS

PLAYED fi''IIE10"S H011ZrNTAL ANO Y<I! TICAL A4tE~ ICAII FLAGS Of ALL LA10::: SIZE, 

(1!)) ,HAT AT TH IRTEEN THI~TY THE Cl!E\1 Of TAE "59 P~AY 1'1ERE EUGACEO IN 

IIO~liAL S•·~OAY RO"T lr'E MtO 1/E.1E AU ON 60A10 EXCEPT A VI SIT lfiC rA1TV or 

EI COHT !'Ell Oil BOARD THE 35 I'EIPIIIG • 

(11) THAT AT AllO"T THIRTEEII THmTY EIGHT THREE LMGE J APAIIESE Tr/1 11 

IIOTMED PLAIIES IN A VEE HWATIOII IIE!lE o BSERVED AT A COUS IDERADLE !!EIGHT 

PASSIIIG OVERHEAD DO-IN1 1VE1 AT THIS TI ME 110 oTHER C~ AFT WE.1E IN THE HEAa 

VI CINIT Y or THE PAt1AY AroiD COrtVOY A'ID THE1E \!AS llO REASON TO BELI EVE THE 

SH IPS ~IE~E IN A DA116ER OI'S AREA • 

(12) TH AT IIITHD"T f1Ail14H'G THESE TH~EE JAPAI:ESE 'LANES RELEASED SE VERAL 

SoU6S ONE OR T\ol\l ~F 't.~ll Cil STR' 'CK 011 01 VERY CLOSE TO THE BOll OF THE "88 

PA•IAY A~O A~OTHE~ 1\t! l CH STliiCK Pll OR VE.n CLOSE TO THE S$ LIE, HIO • 

( 13 ) THAT THE 60IJBS or TH E FIRST ATTACK 010 COIIS IOEqABLE U.:.t.'AOE TO THE 

lOSS PA~IAY OISABLIIIO THE reWAilO n iREE INCII G"N SER IOI'S LY IIIJ''~ I!IO THE 

CAPTAIII AIIO OTHE~S ~ECKIIJG THE P ILnT HOI'SE A!IO SiCK DAY DISA9LI!IG THE 

RAD IO £Qt01PIJciJT THE 3TEA.U IIJG f i ~ER OOU SO THAT ALL POiiER \lAS LOS T AND 

CA~'SII!G LEAKS IN THE HIOLL liHICfl RESIILTEO IN THE SIIIP SETTLING DOY/11 BY TilE 

HEAD AND LI ST IHG TO STA~BOA?O THEREBY CO'ITR I SliT l UG 1'1tNDAIJErtTALLY TO THE 

S lri K IIIG Of THE SH !P, 

( 14 ) THAT 114!EOI ATELY THE~~AFTER A Q~O' 'f' Of S IX S ltiGLE EIJGI NEO PLAIIES 

ATTACKED f ROU AHEAO DIVI NO S trlGLY AIID APPEARI IIG TO CONCEIIT1ATE Oil TH E 

lOSS P~Ay A TOTAL OF ABottT TI/E!oiTY EOIIBS \\'UE OI!OPPEO UAIIY s n IKIIIG CLOSE 

ABoARD AND CR EATI II6 &Y mi.G~ENTS AIID CONC"SS lOllS s.qEAT OA.UAGE TO SH " 

~~D PERSOII!IEL THESE ATTACKS LASTE D ABo•rr TWENTY I.I IN" TES oroq Ill& 1M I CH TIIJE 

AT LE AST HIU Cf THE PLANES ATTACK£0 ALSO WITH MACHINE GIINi OIIE IIACHIIIE Q ;N 

ATTACK \YAS D I ~ ECTEO AGA II•ST A SHI PS BOAT BE A1 IIIG IIOI'PIDtD ASHORE CAliS IIIG 

SEVE~Al fl'lTHEq T'OI'NOS A~D P IEq CIIIC THE Bo AT \liTH 8IOLLET8 • 

(1 5 ) TtiAT O"q i~ C THE ENT m E ATTACK THE f:EATHER WAS CLEA~ TilTH HIGfl 

VISID ILITY AltO LITTlE If ANY 17111D • 

\1& ) THAT TilE PLAtiES PA~TIC I PAT I NG Ill THE ATTACKS ~N THE PSS PANAY AND 

ITS CONVoY WEq£ I'JlUISTAK INCLY I OEtlT ifl£0 BY THE I ~ I.IA1KINGS AS BE IN5 

J APANESE , 

l 

I 



( 17) TUAT ll'liEDIATElY AFTE'l THE f i~ST BOU6 STl•'CK AlA DEFENSE STATI M'S 

IIEI!E IIAIINEO THE THI~ TY CALISE'! !lACHI NE 01~18 BATTE1Y OPENED fl'lE AIID 

ENGAGED THE ATTACKING PlAIIES Tl11n"OHr"T THE REIIAI"":~ OF TH£ ATTACK 

TilE THl EE IIICH BATTen WAS NOT IIA~Ni:O 11~1 I'IE~E ~y THl€E HICH SHEllS FI ~ED 

AT ANY TillE • Til lS VIAS Ill ACCO~DAIICE \ liTH THE SHI PS AIR DEFENSE B ILL 

( 10 ) THAT C"R IPIG THE BOIIBHI G ldANV WERE IIIJ•\1EO BV FlYINQ F1A!>IIENTS A:;O 

CONCIISS ION AND All Sl'ffE~EO SllOCK ON THE fORST BoMB. THE CAPTA IN Sl•ff£.~EO 

A GR OKEN KI P AND SEVERE SHOCK ; SOO~J TllEP.EAFTER LI E•'TEHAIIT ANDERS EXECI'TI VE 

Off'ICE'l VIAS \V~IINDEO GV FRAC!.IENTS Ill TH,lnAT AND HAIIO$ lOS lNG POWER nf SPEECH. ) 

LI EIITEUMIT JG GIEST E'lGIHEER OfFICE'! RECE IVED F.I ACIIE"TS Ill TilE lEG 1 

ENSictl BJYIERSE HAO ClOTHHJC BlOWN ~FF AND liAS SEVE.1El Y SHOCKED , THI S 

lriCliiOEO ALL THE L"IE OFflCE'lS Of THE SHIP THE CAPTAIII BEIIIG DISABLED , THE 

E~EC1°TIVE r FFICER CAARIEO ON HIS OI'TIES GIV ING ORDERS IN TIR ITINO , HE 15SIIEO 

INSTRIICT IONS TO 8EC"I!E CO !If I DENT I Al PIIBLI CATIONS TO CET I'HDER\VAY AliO TO 

Bt:ACH THE SH IP EXTENS IVE DAUAGES P~EVENTEO QETllliO I'NOERIIAY • 

( 19 ) THAT AT A60IIT fOPH EEN HI'NOREO BEl iEVING IT IL"OSS IBl E TO SAVE THE 

SHIP AND CONS I OER INC) THE li"UBE.1 Of f,'QI~JDEO AllD THE LEIIGTK Of T I liE NECESSMY 

TD TilAtiSFER THEU ASHORE HJ T\10 S!lAll Bo ATS THE CAPTAIN OR DERED THE SH IP TO 

BE ABAUOONED THIS liAS COI.IPl ETED BY ABO"T F IFTEEil H••NOREO BY THIS T itlE TilE 

IAAIII DECK WAS AWASH AIIO THE PArlAY APPEA~ED TO BE S INKI NG 

( 20 ) Al l SEVE1ELY '1011110£0 11£~E T1AilSFE1aED ASH0.1E IN THE FIRST TRIPS THE 

CAPTAIOI PROTESTED IN KIS Q\.'!l CASE l THE EXEC"TIVE OFFI CER VoHEil flO LONGE1 

ABlE To CMH Oil DPE TO IIOIINOS , LEFT Tli E SHIP ON THE NEXT TO THE lAST TRIP 

AN D ENS IGN DIWERSE RELtAIIIEO I'IJTIL THE LAST T'l iP • 

(Z1) THA T AFTER THE PANA'I HAO DEEI'l ABAIIDONED l.tAHUIAI I CBJ.I AHO '1/E it.!ERS JIM 

F IRST RETIIRNEO TO THE PAIJAY Ill O~E OF THE SHIPS BOATS To OBTAIN STORES AIJO 

r.IED I CAL S"PPL IES l'lfl llE THEY WERE 'lET'Iilrl lllG TO THE BEACH A JAPAHESE POfiER 

BOAT rlllED '.II HI M~IEO JAPANESE Sol OIEqS APPRO ACHED ClOSE TO THE P~IIAY 

OPENED f iRe YIITH A MACH INE GI'N 1'1ENT ALONG SIDE BOARDED AND l EFT WITIII N 

Fl VE 1.1 1 N•'TES 

122) THAT AT fiFToEN FIFTY fOIIR THE "SS PANAY SHORTLY AFT£.~ THE J APANEIIE 

DOAqOI NG PMTY HAD LEFT ROllED OVER TO STARBOARD AND SANK IN F'ROiol SEVEN 

T~ TEN FATHO'.IS OF 11ATEq APPROX ILIATE lATt T"OE 3~ -·~ • 3~ NOR TII l ONC IT•'OE 

11 7 - 27 EAST • PolACTICAllY NO VAliiABlE GOVER~IIEJJT PolOPERTY IJAS SAlVAQEO • 



(23) THAT AFTt'l THE PA>I AY S•"'VI VMS HAD REACHED THE l En C A~I" Df IIIE 

'liV~l THE CAPTAIN Ill Vl(ll rF HID 01'111 lnJ"11ES A•IO THE I"J"11 U A•:O S~OC~ 

S"STA IIIEO BY HIS 1CI!AINING LIIIE ~F'r1CE.1S 1.110 T"E 0Eii0.1Al FEELIII" !HAT 

ATTEIIPTS 111r•'L0 S£ ~AOE To OlTE.~II IIIATE THC ~"~VIVr~S J ~EQ"EOTEO CAPTAitt 

F II 100~1TS "S A1JJY , ~r WAS IIOT f!IJ!"1(0 A~' 'I~ liAS F'Nol 1LI J.1 loiTII LA'tO 

OPE'lATI O~S A'JO THC CUHESE LA•tO•'AGE , T~ ACT •'t!Ott HIO OH!ECTI OilO AS .118 

l l"l!OIATE .£f";;ESUITATIVr • CAI'T.\ IV l ~"o.JITS rt• CrtNl£;) It• l!iiS CAPACIT I 

1'1/T i l THE R£Tt1Rtl OF' THE PANAV3 c:IEIY ON BO A~O THE t'SS t All!' ON FIFTEEII 

OECU:SE~ 193T PERrrqv llfG r 1'TSTA'I OJI,S SEW ICE • 

(C4) THA T L!ESSR9 ATCIIEIOfl A!IO PAXTorr ~F THE "3 OOe-'3SV STAFF REIIOE~E' 

HICHlY VAL••A8LE UiVIC£S W ~IIOJIE 'lf~E TllEI:t KII~I!I.EOGE Cf ~HE CO"''T11 ~·~~ 

l ANC"AGE CO"PLEO WITH THE11 RESO"RCEF•'LL!ILSS "HO SO"ND AOVIC' COIITiliL11T£ 

lA1C<LY TO T~E SAFETY nF THE PARTY 

(25) THAT AFTER S~IIE f lfTY HOIIU ~SH01( D•'llltl8 llH I CH TIUE THo EIIT 1\E 

PA~TY S"FFEIIEO I.I''CH IIA'!OSH J' AND EX~OSI'~E , SOIIE\IHAT MITIUTEO SY THE 

~IIICLY ASSIST"HCE ~f THE CHINESE , THEY ~ET''ilN£0 A:ID 60~CEO THE r•n o• 

AND HL\3 LAOYB tAO , 

( 26) THAT F1CU TilE DE8 IN"I!Q or AN ''Nl'1EC,OEIIT<D "HD "rLOOKED FM ATI Ar 

OF r.~EAT VI OLENCE "NTIL Tll EIR FI NAL RETIIRN 1 THE SHIPS COr.I~AtiY AND ~ASS

ENCE.1S or THE ••ss I'Atl/o.Y I'ElE S'liJECTED TO «NAVE OA•IGE/1 A/10 CONTIII"~"S HM~: 

SHIP TIJEI~ ACTI ON I'"OE'l THESE COII OITI ONS VIAS IN KEEP ING WI TH Tl!E BEST 

TRAOITII'tiS OF Tl!E PIAV/o.l SE.'lVICE • 

(27) THAT A!JONO TliE PANAY PASSENGERS 1~ SAN0.1A SA'IIHI JIEO OF HIS I ,.., I 

AT TlllaTEEH Til IRTY Til IRTElll OECEl!SE'! L!ES3EIIS J llALL PAXTON EIIILE C.ASSI E At 

ROY IQII IRES IIEJIE W(IIIH0£0 , 

(28) TH/o.T EAALY Ill THE clrt.:B II/0 ATTACKS THE llTANOA~C OIL VESSEL COT "l!r~ 

fl/o.Y 1 IIEIPINO AND LIEISII A SECI\lEO TO A PONTOCI'I AT TriE O IY''AII ""AAF AI<O TH~ 

IJEIAII liAS OISAGLEO AND BEACHED F•'llTHER 001111 THE RI VER 011 THE LEFT D~IIK 

ALL THESE SHIPS RECE I'JED "IJI'iliES D''RINO THE FI~ST PHASES r F TIE bOI uiNG 

SERI01'8 FI RES Crt THE ~1EIPI NO IIERE EXTIIIO"ISHEO BY THE PAI!At ~tJITIHC ~1.1TI 

OF E I CIHT liEN l'ltlr KAE " N-'BLE TO RET' >;Ill TO Tl!E Ill SHIP • 



• 

/ 
0 (2') THM "Tf1 ATTACY.S t• THE ,A:1AY ~AO Ct'ASCO TU£ I'CI"''C ,.·,o 'EIStttA 

l.t~E fl"lf~E.~ .ll.trACK£0 I>Y J"~AI ES£ Btl':! lNG rLAUO::S SET C'l FI~E AltO OE5r~OY· 

EO, J''3T PREVI ri 1S TO TillS BOIIB IIIG JAPAI!E8E -'.111Y "N ITS "H GHORE NEM tltE 

ll/J!f ATTCIPTEU TO AV(H HIS 0!11'011'0 BY I'IAVIID JA,~IICSL FLAGS lP!Y I•EI!E 

lOT >"CCL.3f1'l »0 l.C-"EO SE'/£.1AL CAS"ALTI U , IT li i( Cl"' ToiAT CAPT•Hl 

C.lll~"' nF THE I'E t AN WA~ KILLED AllO THAT ••ESS~S IJARSHALL \'HIES ~ICKE~trtl 

AltO S"''llES IIE~C l•tll'l•~£0 • C.ii.S"ALT I ~S 11>'01'0 1HE CHI IlESE CR£\/S r> THESE 

IS:S~-L,; ~-,~ t•'t r••S ... "T CAJ(t C'T &E F• LlY DET£.1MU EO 

I•>) THioT '''" f•LL"lfl"e t•ut(,JS Cf Tlf" PA"AY c.•EI LA'ii)I:O CN S r~: F l(ll! 

Tile t•EIPIW o\fTE'• V•triLY ATfEWI'THtO Tr LXT INC"I3H OIL A• n OASO LIIIE fiRES 

''I f'rA1[ V F I'''C<ETT CI1J J A !AllES C' i f"i>al J A riR"fiOlFER SEA"Ail f i ~ST 

T A C'UrAI! C!'IW J • vr"K"'.JKI ~ THI~O ~ L ~~ui'IC £M lHI~£ J L llt.X: 

f I~O·r.•t f 1JT A!'O I r II"YLE nt SECOI'~ , TIIEGl loEII Et C~"IITi.1CO JAPANE~ .. 

SOLOILllS 011 ~I ICRE lotiO I.'E~E ~CT Ho, TILE Nl LE A1111N& THEY litRE o\IJE~ICA~3 

(~1) TI'AT ~Ll •F T E Poi!' 'V C~l ntiJ TH< L'•IPWG EXCCPT v L H•rrt 

Fl.lo A· f1q3T 10 A !'EO 1'1 •tt< &~r P ~H'!IE ''HT IL THE fCUCioiHG DAY ·Iilii 

TH!:Y • E.~E llESC"C~ tv H•IS OEE , II~OCE "AGl H IG \lAY TO ,n 1\" h!ID .lETI'11l£0 

SHII/ItHAI VIA J APANESE OVAL n Attl ~N f O"lTEEII OECEMBER • 

(32) Tt,Af 1>1 J.A~O<fltG FO~ ·•·o ~ESC''IIIG TriL S''1\'IVrR8 REA.l AOI.1 1~·L ~~LT 

.11' AI', TfiE ~FriC<<~ "'tl I'EII rf HLIS CEE AIIO hiiJ LAOYEI~£· U/IOE1EO I OJT 

VAL•'ACLE A3ij ISH••ct. "IIOER T!Y lit~ ANO 0 1 FF 1 C"LT COIIOIT IONS THEREBY SHO •IHIG 

A Fit c ~·I~ IT rf H•li'P'L'JESS Min COOPERATI OI' , 

(,3) THAT GHA!lE> L ~·So•li>GC~ SC FnST OlEO A' TlU:lTECII THinY T•ll '--'1 
OtCtiiB£1 AT HOHSIEt• CtW•A Fqcw '•~''t'LS ~£C.IV£0 1'"111110 THE ~n·~l' 0 F T'IE 

'SS PAttAY AIIU TIIAT IllS DEATH r~C" <1EP HI Llt•E ~F 0"TY t!OT THE RESI'lT OF 

HIS • l'IS:ow·,.·ct 

I • I THAT E!'tA r ~··LSEB"• C~ASftA iti OlEO AT ZERO SIX THIUY NINETi£• 

DEC\:I'DE t AT SH A'I~I!A I Cfl HIA f"lriJ IO"NOS ~ECE 1 VEO C•'R 1110 TH• 6(1118 H•O Of THE 

11$9 rM'AY MID THAT I 10 DEATH ~CC"'l EO Ill l iNC ~· DI 'TY IIOT THE RESP~l rr II!J 

(3.) T;AT Lll TI:.I.A' T C"•'•Nrt, J~ES J H"GHES ,lll''TEIII.IIT A.1TH''1 f" 

AII0£13 ll i:''TENAIIT ( JG) J~HN II OI£S T ,JMIN II LAtlO Cqt,~ ,n~SE1T n HEUAtO 

Fl •:tlloti F11ST ri:.I'I(TH J 11CE Ell T~IRI> , CAAL H GI~K EIJ ri1ST C~A1LU 

SCHln .. , lEAilA~ r 11JT 1 AL£t K~ZAK I" S.CM II 0 "E.~ES 0 ~ I:CLEl SC li<I RD , 

Al•!l tt[\Trf, L OAV •S FIRUIA!I rtAJT , lOdE ~l1IO"SLV t•;J• "''EO HILIH ~f O''TY 

tt~T TilE 1to•'LT r F' lH(Iq N/11 IIISC~IIil''CT 

13< ) THAT LIE"T(• A/'T CLA~~ Q '1 AZ IS ·C , Cto~tc• ~E• IS 1-1 Bi:'Outlf 



, CHA1LEJ $ AON.:~ llll SLCN'D , T(INV fA'lOA tC THf,~O , JOHI~ A C O~'KO\,nKI .:ll 

Ttll11'1 E1NESr C 81/.'ICH f l 1t:J~i\tl fi:?ST , RA'010N0 L &W\,'N I W'' EtA 1141'l0, 

7Al TE'1 CH AETII A\1 coX:.H'A IN , THO/ll S A CC'LWArl CPHt• , JrtHil A d·mHOLf E.'! 

SE A'A AN F I=?ST l V1'MJ T E~H MATT r l :tST . FR ED G F ILHTENMAVE~ CM F lr!ST E~IERY 

F FI SHER CI'IT , IICIIAC L OEfiEAt-! T 11.11 SECOND ,CEC IL B C:1EE~J SEMI AtJ F I ~ST 

JOHN l IIODCL FIREUAN F 11ST FON 8 lfi'FF~WI \'IT SECNlO , KML H Jf'IHNSNJ 

fiM SECNID CAl l H K~E;J KE CrXS '/A IN , PETE~ 1-1 KL"~IPf..RS C!l/\ ,I'!ILLI A\1 P LANOErt 

SEAUM~ F1:1ST ,E:-mE::lT R MAHLMAN CGM , '.II LLI AI.4 A ICC ABE F IRd.I AtJ FIRST ~ T MI LEv 

\'/ l1CEO\'.'N SEJ.1.1AN FIRST , JM .. ES II PLCK QM SECO ND , ~EG lrJALO PETE1SON ,t,! 

SECNJO VEil NON F PPCKETT CW.l , KING F SliNG •.'ATT F IHST , HARR Y S TttCK SEA1.1AN 

F IRST ,, CLEO E \/AXLEH 8M SECOND , JOH~! T \'lEBER YEm tfiN f I ~ST Ar•O F Art l 

\'IOfiG MATT FI RST , ~!E.~E SLIGHTLY HIJI'RED IN LI NE OF 0"TY NOT THE ~ £SIILT OF 

THEI R ('1\IN ~nsr.o . D11CT 



-
~ G ~~ 6633 T Z SNOW V FSQ GR 292 

To ; IEC~flMY Or THE 1/A'IY 

fROII; CO\IIW.OER I ~ C~l ·r A>IATIC flEET. 

' ' 23 THE FOLLO•I II.G IS THE ~PHilO~ OF THE COU~T OF IW, UIRY OROUED TO 

INYUT IG .. TE THE BVUI!IIIG AI< SI~K I N OF THE USS PAHAY I'UIOO -HE OriNitl 

IS APP~OV£0 ~UOT£ OP INIOII WAS TIIAT THE UG$ PANAY WAS ENGAOEO IN CARRYih 

Dt)T THE lo[Ll EST ABliSHEO POL l CY CF ThE U'ol TEO STATE OF PROT!CTIIIG A11£r :l.' 

LIVES ~·,o PROI'(RlY T>.a THAT T~E JAPAII(S£ AVIATOR5 SHOULD HAVE SEEN 

FIII.!ILIAR WITH THE CHARAC ER ISTICS AIIO OISTINGliiSIIIM I~ArKIIIGS Of Tl•. r~ .,y 

AS T" IS S• II' I AS PIIESENT ~T ~.;.t.kl'- tUIU ·• -HE J"PI.IItSE AERI AL .UT"CI<S 

0'1 - , IS CITY THREE T....tT ~I<ILE THE ~I~ST "OUBERS !.IlCHT NOT HAVE BEEN A9lC 

ON ACCOUNT OF THE IR ALT ITUDE TO IDE~T IFY THC USS PANAY THERE WAS hO E-CUS £ 1 

FOR ATTACKINu \ITHOUT PROPERlY IOE~TIFY I ~· -HE TARCET ESI'ECI~lLY AS IT 

•AS 'Ell ~N.; .~ THAT NEUTRAl VESoELS W(Af PRES~•IT I'J TH~ Y \I,GTZI! ql vrR 

HtAT IT \'lAS UTT( qLY IIICCII-CEIVA>LE Til T TH" S IX liGHT 6Jl' II<' "U•.E$ 

CJIIH• •IT~I 'I AIOIIT SI X HU'CAEO FEET 1r THF. oHIPS A',O ATUCKI~r F~R VEq 

4 0 ,r T .. [NTY lA I flUTES COULO I.JT t E /,\ A•E nr THE IOfllTITY OF T E 

THEY •ERE •ITTACk HIC FIVE T .... T TttC J-<P.I,E E '-~• 3 LELY '0 •~'LCI.Y ·~ -

I;L[ Fv'l •Ll LOJSE! •~ICII AI: OCCli~EO A T kESUlT or TillS .t.TT•C• 

SIX T!<~T litE OCATH OF CL Erloi~"IIIGCR 81< Fl 'tT 1.10 F:~G hUlS~BU~ ·ox:;"'' 

T 

;[VEN -H T THE IIIJUR(O :.\C ,)Ut.OEO [11BER' ·F THE CAf""~ OF <HE USS P~hAV 

f.Ecr- l v£0 THE IR. to~OtJ~os "~'o 11\JURIC'i 1t r E l t\t cr ourr MlO "'E'"E 1\..,T r £ 

ES• LT 0~ Tt1EIIt o-N .. ISCCif;ljUCl .:lt~tfT Ui C .JIDf" II~ T.._E C !£ H'J •4 OlE 

.1..\C ATT£',0 f'l G IIICIOEIITS THAT HE COUOT Of THE vPII 1011 THAT 110 

IFF<:N-SES > •'IE BCEI CC\I!JITTEO NCR ~L ·II": I RH(O 5Y .\ ,y rr :F.i< r T I[ 

'4V.;l .E~VICE IIIV~LVrD l7J> 

> ·~ ~r l () 1,.< II 1~(4 } J!(l} 

19 2~~ ST4TE 

~ t-CliSr./ 
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~23 WE FOLLO" I ~.G IS T~ lP INICN OF li<E COURT or IIIQU IRY ORDERED TO 

I NV£STIG~H ! HE eOII81fl~ AN S I ~K I Nu OF THE USS PANAY PEAI OO THE OPU 1~: 

15 ArP"O/EO ~UOTE OPI~I•~• WA• Tt~•T THE USS ~MIAY \.AJ ENGACEO I, C.I1R•Ih 

OUT TI<C: oEll ESTl.BliSHEO POliCY cr TH!: U'. IT!D STATE OF PR~TECT I'IG AIIEPICA.• 

liVES ;.•,0 P~OPi:RlY 110 TH.IT 1 i( J.P;.t,ESE VIATO~S SI<OUlO HAVE BEEh 

r AI.I I l iAR WITH T~E CH;\U ,(RI$TICS ;.1,0 OIST 1< ltl$1iii.O olf, r s r;GS Or T~: r,, ,y 

AS THIS S< IP I.AS Pi1E3CIIT AT IIA!!KIN. OURir;~ TI<E J " Pt.II ESE AERIAL AIT;oC~S 

011 THI$ CITY THREE THAT ~HilE TH E F IRST =oUCERn II IOHT NOT HAVE BEEN AftlC 

Otl ACCOUNT OF TH:IR AlTI TUDE T IOrl,TifV THC U9S •ANAY THERE WAS hO EXCU~f 1 

F~R .ATTACKI' 1\ITHOUT F•OP[qly IOE\TIFYIV T>tE TA~(;[T E~PECIAllY AS 1• 

JI.\S •ELl ., ' Toi,;T ~EUUAl VtS El$ 'llER- PRES~'Il I~ T•E Y 'TZE •1\'£< 

l>AT IT •loS I>TTEql y IIICCI·CEI~A0 l~ Til T TH- S tX Ll .liT t" 1~· >t.. .ES 

CO'JIII• &ITH I'I ABOUT S IX H' nAED fEET O• T.iE >NIP ' ' ') ~TUCKI~C F1o vcq 
A P£FI D r T ENTY ~ IIIUT!:> :CUlfl I.OT cE loo.A~E or TliC IOENl ITY Q< l E 

'"EY uf.RE ;\TT.ICklriC FIVE THAT HIE J~P-<IIE E ~:;( JOLE lY ~NO •HOlElY • •PO • 

31 lE F~~ ALL L03SCS •HICII f'A'/E OCCU0 EO A: Tli~ r.•&ULT or TillS "THC 

SIX T;.J.T Ttl! C£..\H or Cl £J.,t\:I...,CE'It SK ,_ UU_T JfO EIG H .. llE!:!U~ ~t':S "'II 

ICO:U~EO IN li~E OF ~U!Y ~hll ~!.'~1: I r nt ~CSUL' cr TH"I~ 1)7,•, "I~C' • T 
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FSL 17 

FROM: C I ~CAF 
ACTION: SEeNAV 

;~2 1(!HEET FIV~ ALL OFFICERS THAT I WAS 1• IN THE GALLEY INIJII 

IICAPACITATED AND TO TELL THE ENGINEER OFF ICER LIEUTENANT JG 

vE IST TO LET ME KNOW IF WE WERE TAKING WATER AND IF *E COULD 

GET THE SHIP UNDERWAY ABOUT THIS T I ~E I NOTICED MR J HALL PAXTON 

SECO ND SECRETARY OF THE A~ER I CAN AMBASSY IN CHINA ONE OF THE 

PASSENGERS STANDING ON OECK JUST OUTS IDE OF THE GALLEY I ASK ED 

HIM TO PLEASE CO ME IN AND HOLD ME UP WHICH HE VERY KI NDLY DID 

rE~IN I NG WITH ME THEREAFTER PARAGRAPH SEVEN FROM THEN IK ON THE 

PLANES BOI.'BED US CONTINUOUSLY UNTIL ABOUT FOURTEEN T'NEN TY FI VE 

THEY APPEARED TO BE ATTACKING US IN RELA YS OF TWO OR THREE EACH 

THE FIRST GROUP THAT CAME OVER DIVE BOMBED FROM A CONS IDERAB LE 

ALT ITUD E WHICH KEPT THEM BEYOND RANGE OF OUR LEWIS MACH INE GUNS 

LATER WHEN THE PANAY WAS VISI BLY SIIASHEO UP THE CAI.'E MUCH CLOSER 

AtD NOT ONLY LET GO THEIR BOMBS FROM LOW ALTITUDES OF PERHAPS ONE 

OR TWO HUNDRED FEET BUT ALSO MACHI NE GUNNED OUR DECKS FIRI NG AS THEY 

CA 'E DOWN DIVI NG I DISTI NCTLY HEARD THEIR GUNS WH ICH HAD A DIFFERENT 

R. MI I SOUND FROM THE PANAYS I WAS INFORMED AT THE TI ME THAT THE PLANES 
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F5L 17 

WERE JAPANESE NAVY PLANES IDENTI F IED BY THE IR CHARACTERIST I C RED 

CIRCLE ACCORD I ~G TO UY •111 RECKONING THE PANAY MUST HAVE RECEIVED 

ABOUT TnE••TY FOUR 0 I RECT HI TS I COULD NOT BEL I EVE IT WAS POSS I BLE 

FOR SUCH A SMALL SHIP TO RECEI VE SUCH OA~IAGE AND STILL FLOAT I YIAS 

n.F R• EO LATER THAT THE FI RST BOIJB WHICH DISABLED ME ALSO PUT THE 

FOR~ARO THREE INCH GUN AND THE RAD I O ROOM OUT OF ACTI ON AND BROUGHT 

Dll l·t4 THE FORE' AST PARAGRAPH E I CHT AT THIRTEEN FIFTY EI GHT THE SHIP 

APPEARED TO BE SETTL lljG QUITE FAST VEANV.H I LE BEFCRE THE ENG I tiEER 

OFFICER COULD REACH ME TO GIVE ME A REPvRT ON THE STATUS OF OUR 

PROPELL I NG f,'ACHi fiERY I THOUGHT I HEARD A SHARP RUSH OF STEAIA 

ESCAP I 'lG FROI.I OUR STEAid t.G 80 I LER A MINUTE OR TloO AFTER THAT f.NS I GN 

B loiERSE THE COMMUN ICATI ON OFF I CER CAME INTO THE 1ALLEY AND IIX. 
ST -•TEO THAT THE SHIF .AS PLAINLY SltKI~G AND ASKED IF ~E SH~ULO 

ThRO OVERBOARD T"rlE CONF I OE,IT I AL Puell CAT I ONS I REPLI EO TO GET 

THEI ALL OVERBOARD AS QUICKLY AS POSSI BLE HE 010 HIS SHEET SIX FOLLOWS 

2 155 

1315 CX 2 1 DEC 
~A ¢1 

JS 

13 ACT I ON cs C3 1¢A 11 12 16( 6) 19 
U AV ~ ARCORPS(2 ) Mll l EHOl>SE 

RELAYED STATE DEPT , 

21 23 
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F5L 24 INIIX 

J~21 SHEET SEVEN PARAGRAPH ELEVEN JUST BEFORE LEAV I NG THE SHIP I TOLD 

ENSIGN B IWERSE TO TELL LIEUTENANT ANDERS AND THE OTHER OFFICERS THAT 

l WAS BE I NG TAKEN ASHORE AND TI~AT IF THE ATTACK SHOULD CEASE I WANTED 

ENSIGN BIWERSE TO REMAIN Of~ SOARD WITH A S~lALL OEU IL OF ABOUT S I X 

UNI NJUR£0 l.lEN TO 00 WHAT THEY COULD TO KEEP THE SHIP FROM GOING 00'1/N 

AND THAT IN ANY CASE ENSIGN BIWERSE AND HIS DETA I L WERE TO BE THE 

LAST TO LEAVE I KN EW AT THAT TI ME THAT ENSIGN B I WERSE 1YAS THE ONLY 

UNI~JUREO OFFI CER ALTHOUGH SUFfER ING FROM SHOCK AND HAD HAD MOST OF 

HIS CLOTHES BLOWN OFF AND BELI EVED THAT L I EUTENANT ANDERS AND L I EUT. 

ENANT JG GE I ST WERE SUFF IC I ~NTLY INJURED TO JUSTIFY Ti-iE IR LEAV-I NG THE 

Sl-i P:' BEFORE THE LAST BOATLOAD ENSI GN B I WERSE LATER REPORTED TO ME ASHOREXX. 

TrlAT EVERYBODY WAS OFF THE SHIP I NCLUO I NG ALL THE PASSENGERS AND THAT 

HE HAD NOT REMAINED BEHIND WITH HIS DETAIL BECAUSE HE WAS CONVINCED 

PiE SH IP MI3HT SINK AT ANY MINUTE AND FURTHERMORE THAT THE BOMBING 

PLANES MIGHT RETURN I APPROVED HIS ACTION IN LEAV I~IG THE SH I P AS IT 

w~S OSVIOUSLf IMPOSSI BLE TO SAVE HER AFTER ARRI 'II NG ON SHORE I WAS 

· ~FORMED BOTH TnE MOTOR SAMPAN AND PULLING SAMPAN HAO BEEN MACH INE 



-·-- ___ ..-fr 24 --- ...., ... . __.-.. - - --- .. 
.. -- --~ _._, GU .• ED BY THE ATTACKING PLANES SOMETIME THERE4FTER HEARD THE SOUND OF A ~OTOR LAUNCH IN THE RI VER CLOSE TO WHERE WE WERE HIDDEN IN THE ~e:Ens THE LAUNCH STAYED IN OUR VIC INITY A FEW MINUTES AND THEN LEFT I C\~NOT SAY WHETHER OR NOT THEY AT TEMPTED TO SEARCH FOR US BECAUSE •AS ~EEPING WY WEN OUT OF SIGHT AND HAD DELIBERATELY LEFT NO DEBRIS ON THE BEACHBY WHICH WE COULD BE TRACED SHORTLY AFTERWARDS A SECOND LAU NCH PASSED WEAHWHILE ~HEN I DISCOVERED THAT THE SHIP WAS STILL AFLOAT I SENT FOR I ENSIGN BI•ERSE AND TOLD HIM TO TAKE THE MOTOR SAlol PAN ArlO CROSS THE RIVER TO WHERE THE STANDARD 0 I L VESSELS HAD BEEN BEACHED IN ORDER TO TRY TO GET STANDARD IM OIL LAUNCHES TO TAKE THE PArlAY IN T:lW AIID BEACH HER AT THI S TILlE I EXF'LAINED Tv ENS IGN B[.V IRSE TtiAT I WANT ED HIU TO CONSIDER HIA.ISELF AS BEING IN COI,WM;D OF TrlE HULK ANO THE OPERATIONS TO LIOVE HER BECAUSE OF THE PRESENCE OF THE JAPANESE LAUNCHES JUST SHEET E I GtiT FOLLOWS 22¢5 

1418 CX 21 DEC 
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FROM. C I NCAF 
ACTION: SECNAV 

~21 SHEET EI GHT MENTI ONED THI S OPEATION WAS NOT CARRI ED OUT AS WE ALL 
FELT THAT AN EFFORT ~AS OEING MADE TO EXTERMINATE US PARAGRAPH rNELVE 
ABOUT THIS TI ME THE U PLAt.ES STARTED BOIIB ING THE STANDARD OIL VESSELS 
AT FOURTEEN TWENTY FIVE THIRTY CEASED BOM ING THE PANAY ALTOGET~ER 
~HICH AT THAT TI ME APPEARED LIKELY TO S INK AT ANY MOMENT IT SHOULD BE 
RE' E~'BEREO THAT THE BOMBING PLANES FIRST CONCENTRATED THE IR ATTACK ON 
T"'E PA.IfiY IT WAS l'lH I LE THEY t>ERE BOAIB I NG THE PANA Y THAT TNO OF THE 
STAf<OARO OIL VESSELS bERE ABLE TO GET UNDERWAY AND BEACH THEMSELVES 
PAR~GRAPH THIRTEEN ~ I TH ONLY T~<O SMALL BOATS AVAI LABLE IT TOOK MANY 
RE "1JRN TR I PS TO TAKE ALL THE PERSONNEL OFF THE SHIP START I NGl AT 
I !.l'i"<T EEN ZERO FIVE WE COMPLETED THE OPERAT IONS AT A Ll TTLE AFTER 
ftrTEEN HUNDRED SOMET IME BEFORE THE SH IP SANK 1 HEARD THE RATTLE 
vF • AChiNE GU NS AND WAS INFORMED THAT AN ARMED JAPANESE BOAT WAS 
FIR NG ON THE PANAY I WAS SuBSEQUENTLY INFORMED THAT THIS BOAT HAD 
F'UT SEVERAL MEN ON BOARD V.HO RE!. A I NED ONLY A F~n' L! I NUTES AND THEN 
<. EFT I WAS SHORTLY INFORMED THAT THE SH IP SANK WITH HER COLORS STI LL 
I' Ylf<.O AT F IFTEEN FIFTY FOUR TURN I\G OVER TO STARBOARD PARAGRAPH 



F!L 2! .. .... 

FOURTEEN WHILE ON BOARD THE ROAR OF THE BO~B EXPLOSI N8 AND THE PIECES Of DEBRIS FLYING AROUND MADE IT IMPOSSI BLE TO KEEP ANY WRITTEN RECORD OF THE VARI OUS HITS THE DAMAGE SUSTAINEI OR THE INJURIES TO PERSONNEL HO~EV ER THERE WAS ABSOLUTELY NO PAN IC THE ORDERS I GAVEM WERE CARRI ED OUT EXACT LY THE SHIP HAD THE NORMAL YANG TZE GUNBOAT GENERAL QUA~TERS STAT ION BILL WE HAD SPECI AL DETAILS FOR AIR DEFENSE WH ICH INVOLVED US'NG ONLY OUR MACHINE GUNS I~ ORDER TO AVOI D OPENING THE HATCHES LEADING TO THE THREE INCH IIAGAZ ltlES I I At4TED TO PREVENT HAV lNG THE SHIP B LOJIN UP BY HER OWI4 THREE I ~CH POYIDER THE PANAY ALSO HAD AN ABANDON SHIP BIL L MY REAS ON FOR GI VING THE ORDER TO ABANDON SHIP WAS THAT I OBSERVED THAT SHE WAS SETTLI NG DOWN BY THE HEAD TO STARBOARD AND T ltAS RE PORTED TO ME AS PREVI OUSLY NOTED THAT SH~ MIGHT SINK AT ANY I INUTE I FELT MY NEXT DUTY IF I COULD NOT SAVE THE WHIP WAS TO SAVE THE LI VES OF AS MANY AS POSSIBLE OF THE CRE•• AND SHEET NI NE FOLLOWS 2214 
1439 CX 21 DEC 

13 ACT ION 
¢¢A ¢1 ¢3 ¢5 1¢A 11 12 16(6 ) 19, 2¢ 

23 38 BUNAV MARCORPS (2 ) WH ITEHOUSE RELAYED STATE DEPT. 
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FRO!.\ : 
ACTI ON: 

C INCAF 
SECNAI 

' 21 SHEET NI NE PASSENGERS THE HULL HAD MANY HOLES WHEN ABANDONED 

A•;() ~ASII SHIPPI NG \l ATER RATI ER RAPIDLY IT WOULD HAVE B EEN ! ~POSSI BLE 

TO GET THE SHI P UNDERWAY TO BEACH HER BECAUSE HER STEAMI NG BOlLE~ 
HAD t> EEN RUPTURED ALTHvUGH I l iAS TAKEN ASHORE IN ONE u F T E FIR;,T 

E ATS WITH THE OAD L Y 't'IOUIWED I CONS I OEREO MY SELF I N COI'I.IANO OF Tli E 

~ IP A~D CREW THROUuHOUT A~O WH EN I TURNED THE SH IP CVER TO llll 

E~SIGN B I I'I ERSI JUST BEFORE 13E I NG PUT INTO THE BOAT I DID SO WITH 

Tl E IDEA THAT HE ~AS Th E ONLY ABLE BODIED OFFICER LEFT •HO COULD RE

~A IN BEH I ND AND INSURE THAT EVERY PERSON HAD BEEN REMOVED I NEVER 

RELINQUISHED CO' 'AtD ALTHOUC.H I .. AS UNABLE TO BE IN ~vRE T HAN u~E 
fART OF THE Sl t iP ON ACCOUNT (JF MY PHYSICAL CONDITI ON LIEUTEIIANT 

ANDERS H EXECUTI VE OFF ICER YI TH GREAT COURAGE A'!D PERSEVERAt'CE 

A lltTA I NED TrtE F IkE OF ALL OUR 'AACH I NE GU~'S ALTHOUGH HE HAD BEEN 

OAOLY .. vli' OED ALIIOST I L!L'EOIATELY I N THE THRuAT AhD LATER ttl Tk£ 

ARI A"'D BOTH HAtiDS HE \VAS A&LE HOY. EVER TO KEEP HI S FEET A•<D MAl NTAi tiEO 

ACTIVE CHARGE PARAGRAPH FIFTEEN AS ALREADY J.IEI'ITI DNEI HAD UY I.'EN 

ABAfJOwN SHIP ltl THE C.RDER OF THE WORST WOUNDED F l RST 



SE. T TnE BOATS To ThE NEAREST LAND WHICH WAS COVERED BY HIGH REEDS 

I TO LD THE MEN THAT AFTER THEY REACHED THE BEACH THEY WERE TO GET 

IN SHO RE AhD HIDE IN THE REEDS WITHOUT HOWEVER GETT ING TOO FAR 
11• SEPA RATED AFTER uETTi hG ALL THE MEN OFF THE SHIP A~D ONIMI THE 

BEACH WE FOU~D Tv.O JAPANESE PLANES FLYING FAIRLY LOW OVERH EAD 
APPARE- NTLY LOOKI NG FOR THE PANAY SURVIVORS THE REEDS HOWEVER 

APPARENTLY AFFORD ED US SUFFICIENT M COVER TO RE~'AIN UNSEEN THESE 

, -· ~ES SUBSEQUENTLY DEPARTED BUT SHORTLY LATER BOMBING ATTACKS 

V.ERE ADE ON THE TWO STANDARD OIL VESSELS WHICH WERE BY NOW 

eEACHED ON THE CANK OPPOS ITE US THE THIRD STAfWAPD 0 IL VESSEL H~O 

·• Z>.DY EEEN SUNK BY BOI~BS PARAGRAPH S IXTEEN MY PLAN FOR THE 

RE-TURN OF THE SHIPS COMPANY TO THE JURISC ICTION OF' THE US NAVY 

·AS TO HAVE EVERYO~E REI.IAI N UNDER COVER I<EAR lt~ £RE ,.£ HAD LANUED 
l TIL AFTER DARK THEN HAVE THE l'iORST , OUNDC:O LJ ADEO U ON BIJARO 

A STA NDARD OIL LAUNCH I'IH ICH WAS NEAR AM> HAD BE~N AGANOONED OY HER 

AT I VE CREI'i MD TOllED AROU~O TO THE I.• A I NLAI\D A SMALL SCOUT I M 

PARTY .VH I Ch HAD BEEtl SE"'T OUT TO CHECK UP ON f HE SHEET TEN 
FOL LOWS 2222 

1 5~8 ex 21 DEC 
¢A •1 

13 ACTI ON 
1'13 ¢5 1 ¢A 1 :....1 ___;1.:;;2 1 6 ( 6) 1 9 2¢ 

23 38 BUNAV I!ARCORPS (2 ) .. HITEHOUSE 
REL~YED STATE DEPT. 
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FROU: CINCAF 

ACTION: NAVY DEPT 

I :J.,L/ 
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t• aTRJ8 Tc;e 

1!37 

REITR I CTEO 

NITE 

¢¢21 TOLD HASEGA"A TODAY EX tiT I NG RESTR I CTI ON8 ACCESS AI.!ER I CANS 

TO THEIR PROPERTTES HONGi<EW Y ANGTZEPOO I'OCTIING CAIISJIIG I.IIICH ILL 

WILL RESENTMENT COMMA HE SA ID SITIIATION IEINQ ST!IOIEO WITH VIEW RE-

LAXATION PER IOD FEEL Alll! IRAL SINCERELY ANX IOI'S IUPR OVE CONDITIONS 

lifT t.ACKS F11LL All THOR I TV SEll I COLON WE LL FOIINOED REPORTS INDICATE I ll 

L4l1CH GRAFT JIRIBEI Y CONNECTION ENTRY PROPERTY REMO VAL PA8S£1 HONC

KEW PARAGRAPH ADVISED Hll.l OIIR ONLY OBJECT IN NOT ACCED I NG ENTRY 

NIPPONESE UARINES THEIR MILLS OPR SECTOR HERE WAS DESIRE PR EVENT 

INC I DENTI AND IF TROOPS llRO IIGHT INTO AREA QII IETL Y I NCO NIP I CIIOIIilY 

IN SUALL Nt·wi ERS TR UCKI ALSO REUAINED INSI DE UILLS I W011LD OFfER 

NO FlllTHER 08JECTI8N HE APPROVED TH 18 tiE SET F IRST JANUAR Y I II CH ENT

RY WH I CH AQREEUENT BELI EVED SAT I SFACTO~Y COMUA ARI.IY HAl EVIDENTLY 

PREIIED NAVY SEND FORCES UILLI ANO LATTER& F~CE WILL IE lAVED IY 

THIS ARRANGEMENT PARA INFORMED Hill THAT SEVER AL PREll INTERVIEW 

STATELIENTS 1Y GENER AL HAR ADA NOT ACCORDANCE FACTS ALSO COIILDNT 

11NDERST MJD HOW NAVAl PLANES FLY I UG NANKING MDIIT"I WITH 118 GIINIOAT3 

PRESErn JIN AII LE AECDGtJIZE PA~IAY TH 18 OCC ASIO N CO~WA HE CR lED TIIERE 

" WAS l!f1CH COf~FI'S I OIJ HIS PIIANES ACTING ON AR'AY I' F "'loiATION THAT 

CHIJIESE VES3ELS ESCA!' II G t•p RIVE~ FROM CAPITAL ": • .ors IJANY AVIATORS 

VEIY RECENTLY CHANGED AIID DEN IED SEA AIRCRAFT 11, CER ORDERS IJILITAAY 16., 
TOR IN CoDE ROO~ 213. 21 DEC 1937 

DlSTRIII11TI OII: - k / 
13(4) ••••• • ••• • , ACTION 
.5 11fA 11 16(&) 19 2. 38 CVIO IIARCDRPI!~l- S!AT~l~L • • ~.:~~~~SE 



NAVAL MESSAGE 
RECEIVED AT NAVY DEPARTMENT 

NPG 57~5 FROM: CINCAF 
ACTION; OPNAV 

•·•· ......... , '""""' """ .-..- CORRECTED COPY 

~12~ AT FRESS CONFERENCE BY GENERAL HARADA J APANESE MILITARY ATTACHE 
aE SA ID THAT JAPANESE BOAT WH ICH BOARDED PANAY AT 11 ~~ 12 DECEMB ER 
GAVE \IARN ING THAT THE VESSEL WAS IN DANGEROUS ZONE THAT PANAY FIRED 
AT JAPANESE TROOPS ON SHORE WITH MAIN BATTERY AND THAT THE ARMY BOAT . 
WH ICH BOARDED THE PANAY BEFORE SHE SANK 010 NOT MACHINE GUN THE 
VESSEL BEFORE BOARD ING THESE STATEMENTS ARE ENTIRELY CONTRARY TO ALL 
EV IDENCE GIVEN BY SURVIVORS TO COURT OF I NQUI~Y 2256 

2 25 CRM X 
13 •• ACT I ON 

~5 1 ¢A 11 19 2¢ 38 PX ?'~Lno--
STATE WIRE MARCORPS lb(G) WHITEHOUSE 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 
RECEIVED AT NAVY DEPARTM ENT 

NPG 57¢5 FROM: CINCAF 
ACT ION; OPNAV 

CORRECTED COPY 

12~ AT PRESS CONFERENCE BY GENERAL HARADA JA PANESE MILITARY ATTACHE HE SA ID THAT JAPANESE BOAT WH ICH BOARDED PANAY AT 11 ¢¢ 12 DECEt.4BER 
GAVE WARN ING THAT TH£ VESSEL WAS I~ DANGEROUS ZONE THAT PANAY FIRED AT JAPANESE TROOPS ON SHORE WITH MAI N BATTERY AND THAT THE ARMY BOAT HtCH BOARDED THE PANAY BEFORE SHE SANK DID NOT MACH INE GUN THE 

VESSEL BEFORE BOARD ING THESE STATEMENTS ARE ENTIRELY CONTRARY TO ALL EVIDENCE GIVEN BY SURV IVORS TO COURT OF I NQUI~Y 2256 

2 25 CRM X 
13 •• ACTION 

~5 1¢A 11 19 2¢ 38 PX CWO 
STATE WIRE MARCORPS 16(6) WHITEHOUSE 
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.!Tit Tt:: A"AY AT nt: P:Ao Cf TH.: r· L''l!ll F'~'LL~ '2C I'J PI_ "·RO~;. '' ''-

llV Tl!E ' 'EIPI''G I'C:IIISIA AND ~•t:tA>J T.1 GRO"r-v or OAPAt•ESE SOLDI-R 



FSL N~ 113 SHEET TWO 

.cr.£ S 1GHTED 0~1 THE LEFT ~IORTH IA'II( THEY WAVED HAND FLAGS AT THE 

'AY M•D SEEMED TO WANT TO COr.t.I IIN ICATE VI1TH "S ACCOR DINGLY THE PANAY 

v: TO At'D A J APA"ESE AR!.IED TENDER CAME ALONGSIDE CARRY IIJG Ll Et'TErJANT 

•• CEYO '''RAI\A!J I A"O A•ottT IWlETY ll(tl I.IOST OF \'/HOM /ERE ARMC:O YI ITH 

ACHI'IE GPNS L1EPTENA'/T ANOLRS¢ MY EXECt'TlVE OFF ICER L•ET THIS OFFI CER 

T THE GA'IGWAY AS 1 HE STEPPED Oil llOARO ACCOI.IPAN lED BY H 1.:> SV.ORD BEAR ... ~ 

A• D T .. o PR IVATES TH Fl ~EO WAYONETS Lll f.ltTENANT AtlDERS INFORME D IJE THAT 

I 

~: OFFICER DES IRED TO SPEAK TO ME SO ~ TI'R ' IED THI:. CCtJN OVER TO LIE"T-

' /..NT A'lDERS A' IO ,lENT TO THE GANGWAY NAS AWARE OF T ~E FACT THAT IT 

"" IMPr<OPER FCR THE ~!JED ORDERLIES OF THIS OFFICER TO ACCC" ·~>A•'Y 

'1 01' BOARD BttT CON.:>ICERED THAT HE PROadLY DID !lrT IC'Ifl. THC Cfi>RECT 

.O~Eil''RE AND THAT IT \:•s PRCPEq FOR IIC TO OVERLOOK Tt/E L'ATTE~ 

p TtfiS CONrlECTION I HAD SPEACI/.L VER AL ORDERS F"RO•t T'IE CODitlOER 

-

I 

• 



FSL I~ l S) !l-t t.ET THi"!EE 

' r 

.,. E "rn L r· ...,. T(l ( TOCI Sl:.' 'S iTI VO: ABr,ttT PCIIJT.., f'f I'A\' L ETI~'I!TTL. 

i L\.AL l'lC I TH THE: JAP/,'JESE IHL:TARV ArJD AC'JVE. ALL ELSE -o ' 'SE 

AVCIDIIG S CH CC'''LICATIC'~S AS "I CHT 

' ''I S ET 'llt~LC F LL(' .. ~ 1 29 

·x 

.Xjhi~ 1 f J 4v•1•~ ( ) 
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Z Sf!C.'\'1 V F5Q GR 364 

~21 SHf.ET T•REE ASK_D UE \tlEilE ni E PAN-AY WAS GOING At~D I SAI D 
" 

TO~ ,r. t NT "i'niVER T~tJTY r:tC" T l 'ILE" f':tOU r'Ar'IOtJG 'IE SAID \YHY ME -
YO'' O'l I fiG TIIERC To \1,111 Ci1 I llEPL lED TO KEEP CLEAR OF A1 TI LLERY Fl RE 

li E ASKED I.'E AQ " T THE nnCE .;..TAtJDMD l'l l l SH IPS AN O I IUFOU'EO HIM 
~ 

~ ~ 

AllERt CA•4 SH I PS ''flOE~ P'Y PROTECTI ~'~N HI S NEXT Q"ES'" ON 

\'lAS Aa~O''T THE CHII 'CSE TR OOPS HOLDI NG SOLIDLY TO WH ICH I SA I D THAT 
¥ 

Tt£ 1 'N ITED StATES HAS F'RH DLY TO BOTH JAPAN~- AND CHIMA AND THEREFORE 
~ 

v 

I COt1lllf NOT OIVE HIM ANY I~RMATIDN AIOifT THE CHINESE A!U4Y THIS 

CONVERSATION WAS WITNESSED BV SECOND SECRETARY MR GEOR GE ATTCt£SON 
~ 

v ¥ 

JI 'N lDR OF THE AMERICA~J E~BASSY NANK ING CHI NA LIEHTENANT J:'~AKMII 

THEr~ I NV ITED UE TO REPAY HI S CALL ASH ORE WHICH I NYITATI N~ I RESPECT-

"'LLY DECLHIED AT ZERO ~l i NE Flfl'Y THREE n£ JAPANESE TEfHlER CLEA.ctEO -
THE SIDE PARAIRAI'H FIVE AT ZERO Nit£ FIP'TY Fo•~ THE PANAV 



- F!>l } 12 
Stl C::t:"' T\1( 

) 

AGAtrJ rtES" t.'ED HF.ff \ AV ''P P!£ RIV ER AT ELEVEN H' ' NDREO 

I M'CI:fiRED THE PA;JAV AT A Prt· •T T\ "£t~ f'1 P IL C!J "P'l i VE!~ 

• 

F·H'I rJANI~ IfiG rA!m A&or"T TYIO I"'NORL:O AND T".'EUTV fi'lE P' ILCS -
PEN JPAC~ I ~ ThE ~IVE1 

AS S IUrLV TO KEE~ 0' 1T 

OF THE HAY OF,;TIIE CCNTGIDI"JO M~! I CS THJ;: LnCfiT ION SE:.EI 'EO 

( 2'1) ) 

II IGfJLY OiSJRAt.lE .'-iC \IE'lE I:.AS ILY VI S I IL E _SPLC IALLY ACCQt.IPAN IED AS YE 

WEn E I V THREE ST MJOA'tO " I L TAm<E'lS F R " ILES ARO"ND OtJ - -
EYEqY S lOE AND IT SEEMED I'NLIKELV THAT AtJY TROOPS \'J01'L0 . 
TRY TO CRCSS THE R IVER lrJ 01'R VICI II TY IN SELECTING 
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PAGE (13 

THI S SPOT I HAD IN a•~ NO PR UAA !L THE SAFETY CIF 

) 

nE PANAY A" O THE EVACHEES VIHO~I SHE \ l AS CA~RYING lilT 
• 

ALSO THE SAFETY AND WEll EI NG I:'F THE APER I CAN SH IPS 
• 

I ~ THE CONY 'f A~O TI 'EIR PEilSOM-IEL l "tEO I ATELY 11PON ANCHnR it10 I 
~ 

Pt>STEO SENTR~ LOOKO''TS FC'R AIRPLANES AND TR OOPS 140VE•'ENTS AT THIRTEEN 
(, -

H"NDREO I Al-l-OWED A PAqTV OF ABI:'"T EI GHT l4EN TO VI S IT 
Cli 

TilE ME I P I NG rtEA!tOV F'CR A GL ASS OF DEER Tit ESE 
(fJ 

tlEN \'IEflE s f '!LL ON DOAAD THE t'EI PI NG WHEN THE ATTACK 

STARTED A.'-1 0 \'ERE THEREF~E 11NALLE TO RET1 'RN TO THE SH IP 

PARAO~APH S !X AT ADO' 'T Til l RTLEN n ENTV SEVEN THE LOOKO"T CALLED 

-
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SHEET 14 

ON '?-1 Til AT nr I"LMlES \!oE'lE 

F'l' ' '1 Ff' LLO S 2138 
• 

~ 

122¢ ex 2 1 o{c. 

01 
OJ 
v 

) 

I N D ICH T ALT IT1 '0E AIJ'"'T F I FTEEN SHECT 

13 ACi'I WI( 4) 

\)Ql Ql (8 Oi 10l 11 12 

16(6) 19 2 0 23 38 WiAi 

a&&QUUj(l) Wii fK KW:SI 

bUY~ asrA~U DIP! 
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_ ., _ , r, ., r ,q ~ , , . . .... 
• 'C e 

") r. 

~ 1~ 1 Sll ET F" ' ':t Tit , "SAtiQ FEET TilE Efl lft/1 \S CL'- "l t ITU 

Gr 0 V!~ l ILi rY AtO ~0 .':t tJO HE PU•!ES t a.'tE CLEJ·'LV VI S ! ILt: -
1 " 3fi~E "r tHElit IILTIT110£ 

~o. ' 'A" A':! ~::Pl n c:.u ro t: AT neAT n u E 1 
Nf) 

H -../ n._r. H.\TS~ t:'vo.:J{ TII1\T Tti E PL.lr£S IPITt!JOEO T' M TACK "S 

A.tr• ·r T ' IS T I' c;. I 'L:'IT 1 'P Tn niE Uq t nGE WITH 

C~'~' J ~" lirl LA"G IN "10Cil TO KEEP A ETTCR LOI"K01 'T -
n11!liCCfl T\ EIJTY H ••L 1 L I'KCO 

r"T TttC Of'!M " F THE 1 1f'l(l( TC PICK " P AGAI 

M IGIP'Al.LV J(E'J MD I ~!J S ~.l 



F f 1S 
P/.GE 2 

ASTON I SHED T 0 I SCOV~ Til AT B:>Tii IE'lE RAP I Ol V ~,11/l AL Tl T"DE I N 

A O!rl ECT I 0' 1 T O\ A~D 11S Al OS T H. ~EO I ATCLV TliEY APPEAR&:D T" GO 

I JT PO .1: -1 '' I VES l/.''' f 'JO I tln rH STEPPED INS I E Til£ 

~lOGE A :0 Alf ST tU.e:O I TELV A mJ SEE •EO T STR IKE 0 HlECTLY 

VER ·n IIEACS rl t f'P I NG A OI G ttcLE t J TilE ROCF - ~ 

" F TUE il tOGE t LOST CONSC I OIISNESS F CIR \'MAT U1 'ST HAVE 
-

EEI\l N!l Y A • I N11TE R T \'.'HE~ t CA11E. T O 

I O I SC"VE~EO UV-"SELF f'N THE OECIC fJ!F lME IR t DCE 
v 

BADLY STIIMNED WllH t.fV HEAD COVERED WllM ILOOO AND UY 
- -

R IGHT LEG PAI NF•UY INJt'RED AT THE tfiP UAKING IT IUP()SS t8LC F'OR .. {, ..,, ] 
S VJ 
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PAGE 3 

UE 1b RISE TO UY FEET A HOLE HAD ALSO 

If. EN IIROJI:EN IN THE: O~CK t'F TilE L.R IOOE NC:.I.~ WIIE.:U:: 

LA~G ~~~ 0 t H/IC tlECN 3TANOI:.JC I A51{E0 L l.NC IF 
~ 

HC '1£JlE lrJJH~ED TO ~H lCH HE REPLlED r~ S I R NOT 

&E irlC 1\ LE 10 OETERt.ctNE THE EXTENT OF TH£ DAMAGE FRt~t.• 

T~IE t Nn I DC OF THI:. 1m I DGE Y.H t 0. \'lAS COUPLETEL V fflECKI::O I ... 
ASKEO UIU TO P''T A LIFE JACI<ET ON UE AltD 

HELP UE DOWN Tn THE SHIPS GAlLEY ~~ICH IS CN 

TH£ •lAIN DECK - D A GOOD CENTRAL POINT F'RMt YliiCH 

TO DIRECT OPERATit'fll IEFORE a· WA8 Ail~ TO REACH TH£ 
- kc.. - ~, ' 

]S .\fl 

• 



I 5L,. 1 5 ~ 
• "E 4 

GILLEY WII ICII IN) L't:CE~~MI LY A "'LOW PR'lCES3 "f~ ACCC"NT OF 
~ 

l iY I'IC) A l i~JQ ''.,11fl f' I I'EARO nil~ PAIJI\Yv ~sACd l 'l( GI .. IS F lllHJG 
v 

N•r. ilt: i\LI ZED TII~T na: ClE\7 \.AS CM1Y I'JG ON PROO~OL Y IlNDER 

THE U~Mi:.O I .\T£ DIRECTI ON OF LI E' 'TENANT ANOEllS l! Y EXCC1'TIVE Clff i CER AT 

THE GALLEY I SENT LANG CC('' TO I"T I FY SII£ET FI VE 

FrlLL" J 214~ 

l3 ACiiuJ 
~ ul OS Ul lOi. ll l 2 16(6) 

1246 CX 21 DEC • li 20 23 3& AUIAT ~iCu~i 
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22 December 1937 

Ml~IORANDU!I FOR THE PRESIDENT 

My dear llr . President: 

There i s for~arded her~dith a copy of 

the report submitted by the Co~~ding Officer of the 

PANAY covering the per iod during which that vessel 

was destroyed by aerial attack , This report was re

ceived by despatch during l ast night . 

~ost respectfully, 



... . 

C I'JC~F:-

ncu nlE C:;lk A'l~lll OFFI CE~ , 1•. •ANA Y 

T' Tilt. JEC1 , TA'lY rf TI'E r•AVY 

VI A rHE C" 'II;., 'Cl I C!l l Ef I 'S AO I .lTI C FLEE T 

•• J:::cn 

O:F'c.~F.r•CE: · ( A) N'T , &4¢- I•J 1'4VY lECS, 152, 

( u ) AH . 041 - "6 11AVY rtE08, H2:1 

I , Nl S"I'DAY, CECtll E.1 1:!1 1937 , Till " 3:; PA'!AV .lA~ "PE!ATI'" II• ! 

IIF '10E1S f" nE ~N;uAtlO£~ YAI'~TZE PAnOl , Alit' 1\T ;HAT T illE , 11~9 A'ICMO ~'-C 

~"T I' II'T C:E" •n l E3 Al ~VE 'I .\Ill I~~~, ACTI I!C AS A REF'I'G~ fr'l A'IE;'! I CAll C I Tl lE 

•:lr UEI.I~>E1 5 r F TilE AME11C.IJ• ~~~r.ASSY , THE Sill? ~·A3 ACCr'JP.VII~D • Y THE STA• 

10 ~ l l TA•IKEilS MEI P i rtt , UEIHS IA, ~IEIAII, ''~ \I ISCELLAr•Er"S STM•!JA10 ~1 1. 

'.AI'oiCHES l•J() J"IJKU . THE L ATE~T r10ElJ I l'U TH~ C~L'I.oA'IOI:l Y.l"rTZE rATlrL T 

11<£ C~lii'AI'~ I ~r ~FFI CE1 J[~E 1ECdVED TH. HY •EFt'lE .,y C£SOATCii ,· M·O S~ I O 

liE C"t:oiAUr i i'G ~Ff t CE~ Wo\S T' f!A VE CriiPLET£ O ISClETINJ ll' ldf'V Il'' TH< 31< 1P 

·~~ . "'~ ocn:r; rrl :' 'tJV~'l . 

~ . THE 311 IP 1AS I OEriT I r 11;• AS All AIJE~ I CA'·' VESSEL , Y T'.'r Ll• !CE HO,, 

IZtJ:TIIL !'LAGS , O'IE .;P~EM• r'IE:l n•c F"1'1A1D T~P DEC:(, All" ~liE OVo.l TilE AFT( 

"P DECK• 'tTli CLHRLY V nil ~LE fl<"ll TliE A I ' AT ,\(JY ANrLE , "ACH Of Tll ~SC 

FL4CB t.IEAS' '1EO \l r 111 E l r.IITEC:•I FE:T 1'1 I.E 111 , M~D A,tl'T fOI~TI:ti. FECT II 

',;J~Tli , A!'r liAr .EOI f :!ESH LY <!CPIII"TCO, I' A0D1TI ~fl TO rH;;:SE TI•O rLA•,S , J: 

··1 IICCOPNT OF TliE E'dE10E•ICY CNIO I T i ctl ~X I ST III~ , n!E ~A!'AY i: AD • .:~• FL\'Ir'C 

W 1 LM;rST oi!SIGI' f.T TilE 61.FF "rTII lf i ~HT Alo!D 04Y , '.IHl.TH~l " ' IDHIIAY :;: AT 

M'CH01 ; All ~1'31 GII9 , , On! II01 1Znl!T A'- M•O YE1T I CAL , IE1E ~ IGHTLV ILL"Iitr' • 

·En f.Ll "lr~r . 

3 . AT I)S14 f C•·SE1'/EO All ILl > H;;:~LS FI•LL Lr " 1' TH£ H .'E I ol' oo•; 

F~"~ ll"'!l"lEO YA~P3 CFF r ••a STA'l• C~~p 'C • I', P~ES"UA. LY r·lNI JArA~cSC: AH

ILLE'lY ALTiiO''~H THE •ATTER I ~3 'lEU 11~1 IS I .LE, AT .e25 I ~OT THE PAIIAY 

'"IDE'!IIo\Y rr~. IJ!'/liVE'l Tf GET CLEA1 r F' TH I ~ r!~ IIIG, A" O S I CIIALLC:~ TIL C~~Vr'l' 

T~ f'Ll'\l• AT 043 THE PAN,\V 'ErT ioi "'I'S I DE HOI9 Cl i CK·TT Tn T~.\lt~r~> A'· 

l l'tiii~~O CH i !lESE EllrL~YE~ OF TI'E ,, I ATI C ~ETR ' I.EIIU CCIJ~AilY , ~T Tf1E 5A11l: T 11'•£ 

I ~.V I 3C:D LI ~IITEifAI'IT C"r.liiMIOEl J IM ,\Sf1 11Y1 1~YAt llAVY 1 COM'JM:O I"G II~$ Cl i CI 

'lT, /IF UV '!EASrll3 F~1 llrV I 'IG Un i VL I 



4-. ~T 1~4, , HJ.~I t.i> RE;. ·1,!(0 O• vl4Jo!N(f 1 THE PM.AY AT THE ttEAJ J F 

rHE COLUI111, FOLLO'u(U Ill THE OROEA 111\IIE.JBr THE IIEIPI UG , I!(I HSIA AllO I<EIAN. 

T.ol :;~OU~3 CF J;;.P .. tiE~ o. .OL)I ER9 • • T cr 0 1>1 THE LlFT !ANIC (I<OilTtl) ; 

lH~Y II"V( O fi,;J:O FLAGS AT THE P.:.r,,:.y .D SE£11£0 TO IW•T Tv CCI ,\J,IfCAT£ J ITH 

VS . ;..CC>RO I ;.~lY , THC FAN~ Y H~VE TC, :\lit " J~<P .. I\E~~ ARilEO TCt CER CAllE ALvltG· 

$ I DE CARRY I JIG Ll EUTEilAIIT 3HEGlY~ I UI!.\K; A'•O loB OUT Jllf,(TY L'Etl , "03T OF 

.. 101~ 'hE>lE "'R~EO w iTtli•~CI' II.E CUt:. Ll~lT:I ... ItT A'l0Eil3, I:Y E.<£C~~I V E OFf i CEq , 

ET THIS OFfiCE~ AT THr CAI,c.f.\Y •~ HE ~TEPI'Ell 011 EOI.'-0, ACCOl.lP:oNitO [Y HIZ 

S>o ORO OEARER I;N[J ToiO FR I VATE~ loiTII Fl>:::o £~YOIIETG . L\Cu r rr•vrr A~C€~~ I ll· 

-Onl tEO IJ£ Trul -nz Of l:!.n CE~IIf!'~ T.) ::n_hy , '-';, ! ' t TtJ~:,Et TH£ Ct:rm 
VEr; TO LI EUH!<;.'.T "OER~ ~'10 cE'iTI T~o C'l 

THAT IT Wo< . I.FROFER F'O~ "'It: ,\.,Hll V .. .F. •LI 

r. t ~~ .~~~£ Cf 1Hr FftCT 

, It 01 r tcCR r" .• cco•·rA:n· 
c:, "0'.~0 tl!T CO!,• IOEREO 1H~T liE • - "~'-¥ Cit r;or Kl... TofE COF~ECT r , -

CUI\E , ,..,,6) TH.:.l' il ,AS t·rt~r:..c FO~ t•t. TC. 'V!..P\L(O.t ':'lit: l•...,lT , h. TH I.i C,~lw.f .... 
.;.CT I C:f, . 

T • ee: rr ~·r~r•tvc ~-~ur t·llr.T!. n• r.;;'"' ET I~VErr: li.i[lt oE~LH;C rtn WE 

.. ~f..\t~E' o.~ llllAR", ,..t·c .. :"~•\J,._ ;.Ll , T) ,_.. ._ :."f \J 1::r.L £NT U . ..-V.)IJ IM~ CUCi• :&!1-

lfC~TI:ll.S ,; '•l~oil "RI SI:. Ll ~Tr\Al<T lluRAKI\ .. 1 >oSKEt IE •'''Erlt TH ~ F,U;,.y 71"'S 

•OHIG , 41iJ I S.\10 TO A f.)IUT l:F~ IV LI! T .• CilTY Cloi1T I.I IL ES f~I)H /JAI,kiNG , h~ Tnf' 

:.3KE<• H~ E • ERE (; •J IMr Ht:n~ , Hl >oHIC~ I R!:iliED , ' TO YEf.F CtL.f or ~qflll!• 
Ft~~ . "' H: ~~ r ~ '~ AtOUT TME ~ HH't ~T~~.)~<\ .. ··l l .:t11f! , """-C I lt.FO"~EO HI'' 

lk~T Tri&Y •• E~E A~'EaiCAN SH i f~ v:it£1• liY IROT~CT IO:;. HIS t4EXT ~UESTI CN .I:.S 

.,c,Q~T Ttoo CHI:;ESE TAOOF3 HOLD I. , <llloH Y, rO .lliiCH I S,:,l.) THAT ThE U/: ITEO 

t T..\TE: ~~~ rf\tE:.!.: L'r TO EOTH Jt\ 1 :..:: :.:I: Cr.IH~ . A~.O Tlt~~E~CR£ t CCUU ~. :a GI Y~ 

'i'l ~r;~ r.rvR<t..TIOrl ni>WT rHi' Ctill.o£ ~R~•Y, •:. t s Ci>r;V(R~ATIC!l l.ll!l .dTNESSEt' 

e\' ~E'CCfl0 SECPETAIIY 1.~11 . CECR~£ .lrTC!IE':).ON, JUt. I ~R Cf rHC A.rEIHCAN ( .1!:><3SY, 

r,.,r, 1' ... '1111.-., LI El TCioAIIT ·,•J••~~" I THEIJ lfi'IITED Ill€ TO •1rrt.Y HIS CALL AoH~· 

.. 111 CH 11./I T .. TI Cl• I RC3Pi:CTFIJLL Y C£.li i•ED . ~T ~53 Ttl~ J.'\FMiES€ Tri<DER CLE.l.r 

THE S lOE , 

5 . AT ' •5• THE I'AIIOY .lCAI' iiESu.•t::O HER >1\Y ur THE RIV~~ . AT 11": I 

A"CIIO~ ,::O THE !','l.,y AT A FOit.T Ti·(' TY 1/I;.E ~ UFR I VE'I F;;Or N.:OIIKIIl:i , AI.[ ASOIJT 

1, (I ";U •vi'I<D A:;o TwE~TY 0/1~ l.ll LES .lf)OH nOO~I!M· , IN A EIIOACI , OFEI! ~~t.CE ll\ 

ThE FliER. UY RE;.SONS FOR ArJCHOnu,(' TkERE liAS SIM~LY TO KES:I- OUT OF THE '/lAY 

'F THE C·lOtl~I!O I '<G ARUIES ; TillS LCICl.TIJ\ SEEI!El) HIGHLY OEltR:.S.E, ,o£ .. E~£ 

;:,,;ll < ii~I!JL( ES?ECioiLLY .lCCO"P~r.t £0 .lS "~ •ERE !IY ™'''r ;>T .. ~D .. ~t ll T .. ~, 

.,1 
1 r I Lf~ A'ti.\Jf,D , ON EVEJlY ~tOi , IT .;rEf.IE~ UI, LIHLY THoll lollY TilllOrS 

, ULI j'Y 10 Ck~.S Til~ • IYE•l Ill CUR V. v .. oiTY, 11, SEI..•Crtn 1~1. <i•.t, 1 
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E ThEe ICC~:;t AflL· Al.l.tJ.;l' I'' OlloT£LY,' • I F 

Ll .cnv v IJk M!:.1Co.~, Jlt f 1m: BIC 'iOL': 1'-t TM£ 0 

lC.T C .vr 
, /',I; O'fERfO I ... LJ" Tf.i[ ECI\ :,•F THE ORit\GE B 

£[ ITH eLO~O , "''10 an Rl >HI LEG f~II,FULL\' II 4T orH p 

I t I 0 ~lf:L!. FO" ••E T•) RISE TO t y r.t~T . A H) .. [ H 0 Er 

~ "HE D~ IDCE r,E IR ,;J<EI'E IJ,"c; -'' ~ I 40 EE'. ~~ 0 • I 

£ f',.JUE\ ... L, TC ••Iii CH HE f\EH I EO, E 0 

f lE."' ,)F THE OA~\G£ iriO:.r. ThE t ·~SIOE Of - l"'f £~1l'.i£, ICH s 

• E K , I ASKED Hll< TO rur A IFE Jo\CVE' O• I'E MO HEL 

TO E G .• LtEY l<HICH IC ON T~E W.lli OEC~, AIIO 4 GOOD cn.J~AL f I T 

~0~ HI l Dl 

b:J\.lf .., t 

J' DFrl CE~. 4T "HE V.LLEY I SENT LANC, CQI.:, TO IJOT I FY >L FfiCE 

T f I t '"'r ~ I 

I EV T f 
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The report which followed this memorandum was an exact duplicate of the 

eleven page report on the Panay incident which is to be found in this 

folder therefore it was not recopied . 
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F"RO' t CWCAF 
ACT I 0 11 IECNAY 

(All) 

¢~23 SHEET TWO TWELVE THAT WITHOUT WARN I NG THESE TIIREE JAPANE SE PLAf.;(.S 

R.LE.A ;£" SE VERAL BOLIBS Otf: OR TWO OF WH ICH STRUCK ON OR VE RY CLOSE TO 

1 uu (IF Thl:. US:; PAt.AY " ANOTHER Vlri ICH STRUCK Otl C1 VERY CLOSE T< 
.,. 

SS U.::lriNu T• IRTC::EN T•AT TnE BOMBS OF THE F IRST (5~) ATTACK "'" 

"'I "'nABLE "A AGE N THE USS PA NAY " I SABLI t.G Tt·E FOR ~ARn THR EE I tJCH 
OTHE.U 

{'I, SERitUSLY INJUR i t<C THE CAP TAI N AN" OOllOOCj.'IRECKING ThE PI LOT HOUSE 

A'•" S ICK BAY n i SABLING THE RA"IO EQUIPMEt<T THE STEAMI NG F IREROOM SO THAT 

POY. t:R •lA:; LCST At." CAU~I t.G LEAKS IN THE HULL Will Ct RESUL TE" IN T. ,_ 

(1 S IP SETT lNG n N BY T~~ HEAn AN" LISTING TO ~TIRBO Rn T EREBY 

TRIDUTI t.G FU,_,A Et.TALLV -c TrlE Sf t.Kif,(J F THE .,, IP FOURTEEN THAT 

"lATELY THEREAfTER A GROUP OF SIX SINGLE ENGI~(" PANES ATTAC E" 

I AHtA" "lVII,Q 31NGLY AN' ~FPLt\RI ;G Tt CCt•Ct:t'TRATE ON THE USS PM•AY 
DROPPED 

• TAL OF ABOUT T ENTY BC ' )(<)()Cj~.,~ ) ~~X>Xl(!f 1/A I..V STRIKING CLO:>E 

Al" AI," C~EATING BY r;u,G -nS •• " C ICloSSIC.r s G EAT "AI.tAGE TO Shff' ANn 

•- IIIP£L nE~E ATTACKS LAS-E" A uUT T " T 'II ~iUTES "URit<G VbiiCh TILlE AT 

>T TWLo OF THt;. L o;.S ATT CKE" ALSO In- •U.CH 1 NE GUNS Otf: MACb I E GUN 

~.TTAC" VIAS "l~ECTt." • AINST A SdiPS OOAT BEARit;G WOUf>nE" AS~ORE (2 ¢) 

CAIJSI NG SEVE~AL ruRT11C::R WOVJ"S Af," PIERCING THE BOAT WI Til 8UL'.ETS K 

f IFTEll Th ... T "Uill t:G ""ti- EtTI ~E ATTACII. T<'E .It: ATHER WAS CLf.AI< WIT IGfl 

'BILITY A~" L ITTLE If A~T ~I " 

T .': .\TUCKS ON T11E USS PAl AY 

Y TH~IR UARKI~GS AS (25~) 

IXTC:EI ir-AT Ttl( PLAt.ES PAR TICIPATING 

" ITS CONVOY '.ERE U:lJISTAKIMiLY l"~"iiFIE" 



( 
"f;f~N,( STAT IONS 'ERe II I ' n;l: Tli iRTY CAL 1 8l~ MACH I I£ GUNS 8ATT'ERY 

fIlL A~~ ENGAC(n T~l ATTACo< I NG PLANES THROUGHOUT THE REMA I N"ER 

1 ATTACK PO:RIO• T> t. T>IRf;~ ' ICH BA TTERY WAS NOT IIAtH.E ~ IIOR 1i'i:RE 

A Y t. I .c ohr:LLS fi ~E' AT (3,1~) ANY T i llE T\i iS ~AS I N ACCOR•A~t<: 

L EIGkT'EEN TliAT •URI~'Il T•.t BOUBING ~. ~y 

lllJUR£~ ~y flYIII.l f~A&IIE~, Ahn Cv~CUSSI 11 A!,n A•l SUFFERE• SkfA:Y. 

T FIRH 80U8 T· E CAPTAIN v FER<• A bli<A<E~ HIP ~., Sl:VERE SHOt~ 

'I>ER<Afl£R LIEUT'EMI,T A~"'cR$ I:~ECUTIVE OFF ICER NAS WOU~•En (35~) 

\ LilTS I N TIIAOAT AN• IIAI,.,I LOS ING PO'IItR Of SPEEC>I L IEUT'ENANT .XlC J Q 

UUl G JE~T EhG II£oR GFF IC~R R<CLI V•' FRAGMEI•TS I~ THi: LEG ENSIGN BI ... ~R.>E 

T I I•G BLOW~ OFF A~n AS ;. V<RL Y S..OCKEn Tli I S I ~CLUntn ALL THE 

fFICERS C~ Te:E ~IP n: CAFTAIN SE II,G 'ISABLE' TliE EtEC· TIVE OFFICE~ 

1£• ON IUS • UTI ES (4~11 IVIHG O'!•ERS IN Yi'IJTIMo l<c ISS.E' I~ST'IUCT· 
AI,' TC Ei ACH TI-E SI<IP <Xl[!,SI~o '" •GE PREVEI•TE" GETTING Ulrf.R>AY/ 

J • ~CURE CCI.FinENTIAL PUBL ICATI O~S TO G!;T u~·E~ .. AYft.I'.ET'EEN T!<AT 

f T ~ 'T FOI!llTE€ N HUI/"Rc" ~L <~ I ~G IT I U?OSSI BLE TO SAVE TliE SHIP AI~ 
.R II.G THE rl tlli~E~ GF 1'1 Jl"'-' AN" ThE LHGTH CF Tl'!£ ~ECESSARY r n 

R TrE'.I AS OlE II TN SJ.!ALI OOA'S TliE CAP TAitl 0P'ERE" T .. E S~IP TO 

• I£• TrliS AS C La.;T. If BY A OUT flrTC:E~ HUI q(n BY ll IS TILL 

~ 'LCIC , A> A ASh Ali" T PAiiAY APPOA1(• TO S£ Sl ""II.C "·C:ET 

F Llt S 13~. 

v ••x. Z2 •Ec. I 184• 
P3 ACTI ON 

~~-A ¢5 CWO l ~A 11 13(4) 15(6) 19 2- 38 'X ITAT£ 

MAqc r,R ,S ( 2) fiiHTE II~"•F. 
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