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January 22, 194l.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

Thie is for your eyes only.

Will you pleaee read and return?




Hﬂ-ﬂllﬂ., Fa I
13 January 1941,

Desr Mise LeHand:

I clippered nere yesterday fron Hongkong and plan
to remain over one Clipper, fiy to Honolulu, ana taxe ship from thnere
provably the Mateorla. It seemed wiee to remain here long encugh
to get the factors ln the local eltuation fixed in my mind.

The week in Hongkong was productive of condloerable
information, a good deal o1 which dove-talled with much that I had
gathered eisevhere. I had long ana quite eatlefactory talke with
Madame Chlang Kal-ghek and Madame H. H. Kung. The former is living
witu the latter. Mademe Chiang appeared to me to be more mellow
and less prejudiced tnan in Hankow daye. I spoke quite frankly
of the weakneesses and ilnelfic.ency I nad observed 1n tue course of
my travels and sug.ested weys and means by wulch they might be
corrected. BShe wae receptive and agked for the names of men I had
met who were honest, lntelligent and poesessed executive ebllity.
Cne remerik ol hers was most encouraging. Specklng of getiling tulnge
done she said: "I don't care whether a man le a Comiunliet or not.
If he can do & job I say turn 1t over to him and let him do 1t."

Th t wae qulte a conceseion, I thought, in viev of the Marked anti-
commui let sentiment ln tne government at present.

I also hed a good talk with Madame Sun Yat-een.
In many reepects she ls eaner than either of her more celebrated
elatere, I find I can talk to her without having to guard agasinst
offending her. 8She llkes facts straignt from the shoulder. However,
ehe is more retiring than eituer Ai-ling or Mel-ling, end is not
asg effective on tiue platform.

K. P. Chen wae enotner to whom I spoke frankly.
I told him apvout the wolfram situation. He lsg honest and has no
etrong political blas,

However, my most interecting lnformant wes & man
who ig high in government couneels, and whoge name I am reluctent to
put on paper. Doubtlee:r he had an axe to grind - they all do -
but he is for contlinued reeistonce, and he hag eplit witn his
colleagues on tile polnt.

The gist of hie etory ie tuls: Wang Shih-chieh,
tue Minleter of Publicity, who ie tne chief adviser to tue General-
iseimo at preeent, le tne head of a peasce group. Outwardly Wang
heade the pro-Americen and Eritieh group. It wes he who told me
at Chungking, when I waes trying to deterasine whether the EKuomintang
had any epecitic plan for moving from the period of Folitical
Tutelage to the perlod of Repreeentative Government, tuct condltlons
hed changed since Dr. Sun Yat-sen enunciated tne Three Principles
of tne People, and that 1t might be neceeea y to modify them.



Wang, 1t sppeare, has set auout to prepare the ground work
for medlation by Freeicent Rooesevelt. Efforts to eecure mediation
by Germany and Italy, in 1937-38, foiled, ae did an effort to secure
Eritien mediation in 1939-40. Hie metiod isthis: the Ambaeesadors
at Weehlugton and London are his men. They create the atmosphere
in thoee respective countrics ae directed im by Wang, and they make
reports to the Generzlissimo as sBug.eested by him. At Chungking
hie men form & ring around the Gensrallseimo which makes it ex-
tremely difficult for the latter to receive information wnich le
not apporoved by Wang. The channeis of information are furtner
guarded by aseigning trusted eubor 'inates to "cover" the American
and British Ambaesadore in Chungking. Han Li-wu, egcretery of the
Sino-Britlen BEoxer Indemhity iund, docs the job for the Eritish
Ambagsador, wnlle Doctor Pan Shu-pal, Vice-Minister of Communication,
lezds those who try to keep Mr. Johreon covered. .he oblect of
promoting medlation ieg to keep the present cilque in power. Wang
fears a popular movement, and he feels th t one ir more immi ent
t.e longer tne war laste. In this rcepect tue "pesce" gro.p and
the extreme right group, wulco ie fennlng the enti-Communist agita-
tlon, Arex actuated by tn: same motive.

The same informant told me that the Chirsese Ambass=dor to
Berlin ie returning with peace terme from Hitler. Tney are acout
the same as tue l:ost Japanese terms: a) Withdrawal of Japanese
troops by stages; b) Removal of tne ' ang Ching-wel government; and
¢) Solution of otuer problems by pollticel means. Germany undertzkes
to guarantee tue withdrawal of Japsnese troope.

I have informed botu the American and British Ambassadors
of the above described situation in order that tuey may be on tueir
guard. The objJective for whicu we siould etrive in thie reepect is
to getitfiformation direct to Chlang Kai-snek.

Now to summarize: Our interest in the preeent situation, it
seems to me, i1s to keep China actively resicting Japanecee agzreecion.
Unity wituin the nation 1e eesential. Any device we can use in t.is
direction will be effective, for Bhina looks to us for gupport and
gulderce. We can aleo assist in stroightening out the motor transpobt”
meee, and to promote industrial development on the cooperative basis
1. order to stymie Japsn's economic penetration. We saould gucrd
againet doaning money unless we know how it will be spent, for the
loafers are hanging arouna like vultures, welting to get t.eir
thelr hande on wheteveris lying around unguarded,

IL le good to get away from tue environment of spying ana
censorship. The atmoephere of th: Philippinee 1s cikéan and free
in comparleon with any part of China - including Hongkong - today.

With kind regards, I am,

ac return.
F. 8. I will go directly to Plymouth, Connecticut on mg
Wwhen .o venlent for him 1 would ;1xa to talk to the President.
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Copy this letter filed with other
related correspondence in Chize folder




HEADQUARTERS OF THE GENERALISSIMO

Chungzking, Szechuan
China
26 February, 1941

Dear President Roosevelt,

Your kind lastter of January twenty-third sent
through Dr. Currie has been received. I anpreci=te deenly
the assistance extended by your Govermnment to China and
your personal regards for my welfare.

During Dr. Currie's visit we have had several
talks, and have exchanged views on different subjects.
These discussions, I feel certain, will contribute in tle
improvenent of China's economic situation., I have long
desired to bring to your attention various problems now
facing us. I am glad, therefore, that through Dr. Currie
I have this long—wishea—fnr appor%unity. I firmly believe
that henceforth the friendship between our two countries, and
the ties binding us in the attainment of a common object will
be further strengthened.

May I assure you that I shall do my part in helping
to further just and lasting peace, and to bring about a better
world order--two aspirations which you hold so dear and for
which you have worked unceasingly.

For the rest, I have requested Dr. Currie to con-
vey to you my hopes and suggestions,

WWith personal regards,
Yours sincerely,
3
Chiang Kai-shek

President Franklin D. Hoosevelt
Eﬂﬂlirﬁtﬂn D. C.
United States of America
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HEADQUARTERS OF THE GENERALISSIMO

President Iranklin D. Roosevelt



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 27, 1941,

MIMORANIUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Attached is a suggested draft
of a letter to Generalissimo
Chiang Kei-shek, prepared by the
State Department and by me. I hope,
by the way, that I am correct in
believing that the stamps comprise
the issues since the foundation of
the Republie.

The State Department surcests
that after being sirned it be
returned to it for trensmission
through our embassy at Chungking.

{d X .
PSS & A >,
uchlin Currie
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cory
Headqguarters of the Generalissimo

Chunegking, Szechusn
Chins
26 Feoruary, 1941

Dear President Roosevelt,

Your kind letter of January twenty-third sent
throuzh Ur. Currie has been received. I cppreciate deeply
the assistance extended by your vwovernment to China and
your personal regards for my welfare.

Puring ~r. Gurrie's visit we have had several talks
and have exchenged views on different subjects. These
discussions, I feel certain, will coutrivute in the im-
provement of China's economic situation. I have long
desired to bring to your attention various procblems now
facing us. I am gled, therefore, that through Lr. Currie
I have this long-wished-for opportunity. I firmly vcelieve
that henceforth the friendship between our two countries,
and the ties binding us in the attainment of a cormoh ocject
will be further strengthened.

May I assure you that I shall do my part ia helping
to further just and lasting peace, and to Lring about a
better world order--two espirations which you hold so dear
and for which you have worked uncesasingly.

For the rest, I have reguested Dr. “Lurrie to convey
to you my hopes and suggestions.

viith personal regards,

Yours sincerely,

(signed) Chiung Kai-shek

President Franklin D. Roosevelt
Washington, D. C.
United ~tates of ~merica.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 19, 1941,

/9

MEMORANDUX FOR {
P
HON. LAUCHLIN CURRIE

Will you and the Btate
Department prepare replies to
the Generalissimo and kadame
uhinng_fni-lh-k for Mra.
Roosevelt and me?

F. D. R.

Memorandum for the President, from Lauchlin
Currie, 3/12/41 advising that he has some
gifte from the Generalissimo, and that he
will receive another gift from Madame Chiang
Kai-shek for Mre, Hoosevelt and other gifte
being forwarded to Pres,end Mr=. Roosevelt
from Ur, Kung. Enclosed letter of personal
greeting from the Generalisstmo, translation
af the Chine=e inscrintions on the seals
rresant to the President and Mr=., noosevelt
by Ueneralissimo and Madame Chiang Kai-shek,
2/12//1 from Levuehlin Currie, memorandum from
Mr. Yurrie, 3/16/41 to Miss Lelland, in re
renort on general situetion in China, etc.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 15, 1941,

MEMORANDUL FOR
HON., LAUCHLIN CURRIE

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

F. D. R.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON : /X
\_,f' \

TO MISS LE HAND:

Not.ed.

Lauchlin Currie
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

In reply refer to
FE 033.1193, Currie, April 12, 1941

Lauchlin/23

My dear General Watson:

It 18 believed that the Fresldent may be interested
in information contalned in a deepatech of March 3, 1541
received by mall from the American Ambassador at
Chungking with regerd to Mr. Lauchlin Currie's recent
visit to China.

In the despatch in questlon Ambasssador Johnson
states that Mr. Currie's visit undoubtedly accomplished
a good purpose and that all members of the Chinese Gov-
ernment feel more confident of the future, ss they look
upon Mr. Currie's vieit 2s definite evidence that the
United States 1s serlously interested in China's future
and will continue to give additional assietance to Chins;
that Mr. Currie's investigations may be compared in a way
to an audlit ae they brought more clearly to the attention

of the Chinese Government many weaknessee and problems;
that
Ma jor General Edwin M. Wateon,

Secretary to the Preesident,
The White House.
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that an excellent opportunity waes afforded by the visit
for a thorough check-up of the country's present state
of affeirs and for dlscuseion of major problems with an
economic expert:; that the vislt gave the Chineese Govern-
ment considereble encoursgement; and that Chinese offi-
clals unquestionably appreciate the valuesble advice
which they received from Mr. Currie.

Mr. Johnson reported sleso that the press at Chung-
king had commented at some length on Mr. Currie's visit
end that the comment was without exception of a favorable
nature.

Sigcergly yours,
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D TOR UNDER THE PROGRAM

Aid for China is an integrsl part of the lease-lend program.
The administrative machinery for effectuating this eid has already
been put in motion. The Chinese Government has submitted 2 list
of its requirements and these requirements are being analyzed and
proceased. Items in which we expect to extend nid to Chins as
soon as possible include combat planes, artillery, raw material
for Chinese arsennls, tanks, signelling equipment, trensport
equipment and quartermaster supplies. It is anticipated that

requirements may emount to something like half a billion dellars.
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Nothing has happened in recent days to alter in the
slightest the American Government's announced policy of
aiding the victims of agsression. China is definitely one
of the victims of agrression and a;.id is being extended to
China under the lease-lend program just as it is being
extended to other victims of aggression, including Gresot
Britain, Yugoslavia and Greece. In each case aid is being
rushed to the full limits permitted by statute and by the

requirements of our own defense.



THE WHITE HOUSE |
WASHINGTON

May 1, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Re: Publicity in Connection with Adir
Mission to China.

Did you have in mind something along

the lines of the attached?

%JQ«;
uchlin Currie



May 1, 1941.

DHAFT OF DIRFCTIVE TO BRIGADIER GENFRAL CLAGETT

UPON YOUR ARRIVAL AT CHUNGKING YOU ARE AUTHORIZED AND
INSTRUCTED TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT TO THE PRESS CONCERNING
YOUR MISSION:

COMMANDER MACDONALD, LIEUTENANT COLONEL GEORGE AND I,
CONSTITUTING AN AIR MISSION, HAVE COME TO CHINA UNDER INSTRUCTIONS
OF OUR GOV:RNMENT IN RESPONSE TO AN INVITATION OF THE CHINESE
GOVERNMENT. THE PURPCSE OF OUR VISIT IS TO STUDY THE CHINESE
AIR FORCE, ITS FACILITIES, AND ITS OPERATIONS. WE SHALL REMAIN

AS LONG AS IS NECESSARY TO INFORM OURSELVES THOROUGHLY ON THESE

MATTERS.






THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 10, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FRESIDENT:

Re: Chinese Aireraft Program

In comnection with your consideration
of the tentative aireraft program for China
which I submitted yesterday, you may find
the attached documents of some interest.
The one without a title was prepered by the
Chinese Mission here andi the other was
written by Dr. Hormbeck,

o{‘:‘fﬁxﬂ-‘*

Lauechlin Currie
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Singapore is the key to the western Pacifioc and the Indien Ocean. Its posi-
tion determines the control of eastern Asie regardless of the fate of the Phil-
ippines. All steps taken so far by Japean indicate their intention to prepare for a
move against Singapore.

One may assume that although Singepore is well fortified, emall EBritish land,
sea, and alr forces there are likely to find it difficult to sustain for long the
full impact of the Japanese fleet, air, and land forces unless outside mssistance
be given.

The recent Soviet-Japanese pact has enabled Japan to release at leest ten
orack divisions end some five hundred first line planes now in lanchuris for
operation in other theaters of war.

Singapore could be saved by mctive intervention of the entire United States
fleet with its attendant dangers and complications.

There is, however, a powerful means to check Japanese attack on Singapore
and the South Seas or to assist in the effective defence of the beleaguered key
fortress, without the intervention of the United States fleet, and that is the
ereation of a small but efficient air force in China.

This force would constitute a threat to the flank of a Japanese advance
southward. Lvery Japanese move, concentrations on Formose or Hainan, convoys
of transports into China, S5iam, or further west, transport of troops across Indo=
Chine, and above all, Japanese air concentrations in Tonkin end Cochin China would be
watched systematically, but more important, exposed to constant attack end diversion.

The configuration of southeastern Asia exposes Japan to such action on the
part of an efficlent hostile air forece. B8uch a force located between the Eurma
frontier and the province of Kwelchow, mostly on high plateaus, has only to cover
some 350 miles to reach the Japanese eir concentretions et Hamoi, where hundreds
of planes are crowding the few airports which the topography of the country per-
mits to utilize. Further, ¥ would interfere with Japanese military transports
and troop concentration on Formosa, Hainan, Paracels Island, which are sll within
easy range. The force could as easily attack concentrations of Jepanese planes,
troops, and shipping in southern Indo=China and Siam.

The Japanese are sprawled all over China and the existence of this air force
would enable the main body of the Chinese regular sarmies to undertake counter=-
offensive operations with good assurance of success, which they cannot do at
present until so provided with the requisite air arm. The Japanese armies in
central China depend exclusively for their supplies on the long and winding
Yangtze, which provides an ideal target for an air force operating on interior
lines. With the initial strength of the new air force the Chinese troops could
launch counter-attacks, the main purpose of which would be not only to hold exist=
ing Japanese forces in China but to compel the continuous dispatch of stromg re-
inforcements.

Finally, the main industrial areas within Japan, the trieangle Kobe, Kyoto,
Osaka, as well as Yokohama and Tokyo, could be attacked by bombers cperating from
existing air fields in China.
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All the above objectives can be achieved efficlently and successfully by e
foree of 6500 planes composed of 3560 pursuit and 150 bombers. The existing lines
of communication from ports of entry from the west permit to supply and maintain
in the field such a force, and would be doubly assured i urgently supplemented
by some 36 transport planes of the DC=3 type. The American operated China lational
Airways Corporation estimate that this would give an additional capacity of 4000
tons monthly from the reil head in Burma and over the most difficult sectiom of

the Burma highwey.
The full strength of 500 planes could be reached by three stages.

The first stege when the 100 P=40's now on the water reach Chine and the
pilots and ground crews now volunteering for service are already in the field.
In July the force of pursuits could begin protecting the ways of access to China
and particularly the Furme highway.

Second stage. A force ready to operate in September and composed of 200
pursuits and 100 bombers could be comstituted if immediate decision were teken
and intense preparations were made to supply en additional 100 pursuite and 100
bombers to be shipped during the month of lMay.

Third stage. By the first of November & full force of 500 craft would be
ready to operate by shipment in June and July of 150 pursuits and 50 bombers. In
addition, replacements at the rate of 15§ would have to be provided.

The gradual development of the operations would by then permit the full force
to attack all the objectives at the end of the rainy season. From the first of
November there is six months of clear weather over Ffurma and Yunnan, permitting
extensive operations. Thus preparatory work would be mccomplished under the
sover of bad weather and the force would be ready to operate at the best seasom,
provided immediate decision and requisite practical steps are taken, which would
imply certain diversioms of planes, egquipment, end personnel, and concentrated
preparation (including the gquestion of shipping).

Permission has already been cbtalned to recrult pilots and ground crews for
the P=40's already on the way. If permission is given to recruit em additional
150 pilots and 300 technical men for ground crews, the personnel of the force
could be in the field by the emd of July. There are 1200 Chinese pilots and a
large number of ground crews available in China; one-third experienced, one-
third with fighting experience, and the remainder requiring more training, end
the existence of this renders it possible to limit the number of the foreign
members of the force.

With this personnel end air craft in operation this autumn, not only the
determined Jepanese move toward the south could be prevented or rendered difficult,
but should this move materislize, vitally effective msaslstence would be afforded
to the defenders of Singapore and the Dutch East Indies by cons tant attacks in the
rear of the enemy forces.

To sum up:
Effective air operations in Chine should follow a carefully planned program

which includes the procurement, shipment, essembly, and cperation of specified
types of sirplanes in order to mttain prescribed tactical and strategical objectives.
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The general outline of such a program followe.

First Phase

Alrplanes Required:
1. 100 bombardment, modified Lockheed Hudson type.
2. 100 pursult, P-40 type.
3. 100 pursult, P-43 type.
Note: Of the mbove listed airplanes, 100 P-40's have teen
procured and are en route to China.

Volunteer Perscnnel:
1. 100 pilots.
2. 160 technical and clerical.,
Note: These men are now being employed.

Tactical Objectives: _
l. Defence of air bases, Burma highway, supplies in transit and
in storage in Yunnan province and industrial establishments
in viecinity of Kunming, Yunnan, by:

a. Locel operstion of pursuit airplanes.
b. Counter-offensive operations of bombardment airplanes.

Strategical Objective:

To force the Japanese to divert a portion of the air force now
available for expeditionary use to the defence of his bases in
Indo-China and counter offensive cperations in Yunnan province.

Time Schedule:

1. The 100 pursuit airplanes, P-4{0 type, may begin initial
operations early in July, 1941.

2. The 100 bombardment airplanes, Lockheed Hudson type, and
100 pursuit airplanes, P-43 type, may begin operations
early in September if the airplanes of both classes are made
available without delay.

Second Phase

Adrplanes Required:
1l. Maintenance of initial strength of:

a. 100 pursuit, P-40 type;

b. 100 pursuit, P-43 type;

c. 100 bombardment, Lockheed Hudson type, by regulasr monthly
replacement of losses.

2. Provision of additional airplanes of following classes, types,
and numbers:

a., 100 pursuit, P-43 or P-47.
h" 5‘: P‘l-'l-'l'ﬂuit, P-ﬂ?-
e. 50 bombardment, Lockheed Hudsen, B-26 or B-23,



Volunteer Persomnel:

1. Increase volunteer personnel as follows:

a. Pilots, 150 additional.
b. Technical, clerical, 250 additional.

Tactical Objectives:

1, Defence of all establishments in Yunnan province.

2. Attack Japsnese air bases in Indo-China and on Hainan Island.

3. Attack Japanese supply dumps in Indo-China and Hainan Island.

4. Attack Japenese supply vessels, transports, tankers, and
small naval vessels in harbors of Indo-China and Hainan Island
and at sea between those places.

5, Occasional raids on Japanese industrial establishments in Japan.

6. MAtteck Japanese supply vessels on Yangtze River.

7. Support of offensive operautions of Chinese armies.

mhe ectives

1, Force diversion of considerable portion of available Japenese
air force to defence of Japanese establishments on south China
coast and in Jepan and to counter-offensive operations in
interior of China.

2, FEnable Chinese armies to assume offensive operations which will
make necessary heavy reinforcement of Japenese troops in China.

3. Destruction of Japanese supplies and supply ships in order to
handicep operations of an expeditionary force to the south of
Indo-China.

4. Destruction of Japanese factories in order to cripple pro-
duction of mmitions and essential articles for maintenance
of economic structure in Japan.

Time Schedule

1. The increase of the air force from 300 to 500 airplanes (350
pursuit and 150 bombardment) should be completed by October

31, 1941.

When the railway between the Burma Road and Siang Yun iz completed, and
this could be effected by June, 1942, sufficlent carrying capaclty would be
amply provided for the maintenance in the field of 1,000 combat planes, or
indeed any strength it is desired to build up te.



TABLE OF AFPROXIMATE DISTANCES IN STATUTE MILES

Hainan (Kiungchow)
Formosa (Taihoku)
Paracels Island
Hanoi

Saigen

Bangkok

Siam=Melaya border line

Singapore
Manila
Soerabaja

Caleoutta

Chuchow Hengchow Kanchow Hian Manile
Negasaki Ta0 1180 1060 1020 1460
Hobe 1060 1485 1410 1360 -
Osalm loas 1510 1435 1385 1780
Tokyo 1365 1780 1690 1646 2010



December 4, 1940
Revleed April 23, 1941

The importance of Singapore

to the defence of
jgg British Igles and the British Empire and
o the interects of the United States.

l. The lmportance of Singapore to the immediate
defenee of the Britiesh Islee lies in the fact that any
major naval power based in Singavore could command the
Indian Ocean and the maritime routes of access to the
raw materlale and man power of India, Malaya, and most of
the Dutch East Indies. While the Britieh Isles could
perhape carry on without access to these materials and
to thle man power, the effect of such & loss upon the
economie and finaneclal resources of the British Empire--
a vital factor in the defense of the British Islee--would
be considerable. Such a loss by seriously weakening our
own economy (rubber, tin, jute, quinine, vegetable olls,
tungeten, antimony, mica are among the supplies that
might be loet to us) would advereely affect the extent of
our economic aild to the British Isles.

2. More important, the British Ieles cannot carry
on in a defensive position for an indefinitely prolonged
period. However strong defensively, they must in time
guccumb unless a suetained offensive can successfully be
launched againet Germany. It ie from thie point of view

that
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thet Singapore assumee ite greatest importance 1n the
defenge--ne Adirected to ultimate survivel--of the Britleh
Islee; 1.e., the long-term defence of the Icles.

From poilnt of wiew of ultimste offensive actlon
againet Germany, the Eastern Mediterraneen and the Near
Epst are areas of major end of cbvioues lmportance afford-
ing es they do (1) the key to an invaslon of Furope through
the disaffected occupied countries of the Balkans or
through a weakened and perhave collapeing Itely and {2) a
poseible meane of once more bringing into action agalnst
the Axis the French forces in Syria and in North Africa.
The significance of Singgore to the defense of the Britieh
position in the Near East liee 1n 1ts domination of the
only remeining effective linee of communication for the
gupply of materials and troops to thet area. If the
Japaneee gained poeseeslon of Singapore it would seem that
they could not only control Meleya and the Netherlands East
Indles but most or all of the Indian Ocean ce well. (See
gttached summary of distances from ESingapore to varlous
pninEH.]

Troon reinforcemente for the Britieh forces lin the
Neer East come from Australia, New Zealand, Indla, Burma,
South Africe and/or the British Ieles. Suppliee for these

forces come from some or all cf the foregolng areas and/or

from
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from among the followlng: Malaya, the Netherlends East
Indies, and the Western Hemisphere. Ae Britieh naval
power cannot eneure uninterrupted passage of the
Mediterranean by British transporte or by Britieh merchant
veesele (even though the increasingly doubtful assumption
be made thet the Axle powers will at no time during the
wer be able to cloee the Straite of Gibraltar), the only
sure (for the vresent) route of access to the Near Eaet
from the arese nemed above is vie the Indlen Ocean %o the
Gulf of Aden and the Red Sea.

3, It must elso be remembered thet one of Britein's
major weapons againet Germany ie the blockade. The rdle
of Suer and of the Eaetern Mediterranean in the enforcement
of the blockade ie reedily appevent. Singapore's rdle ie
nerdly of less significance. The regione of the Indlan
Ocean and of the Pacific eastward and southward and
northward from Singezpore are vast recervolrs of guppliees.
While Great Britain controls the routes to those reservolrs,
Germany can be kept 1n large measure from drewing on them.
Should Great Britaln lose that control, not only would the
British Islee be deonrived of those sunoliee but those
supplies would in substantisl messure be made avallable
to Germany--via the Peresien 2nlf end the C=2splan and via
Visdivostok. In the event of lose by the British both of

Singepore
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Singepore and of thelr position in the Near East, the
Axis Povers would have direct and full access to each
other and these eunplies could, therefore, be made
directly avallable to Germany with the result that all
effectivenees of the strategy of the blockade would be
lost.

In brief, were Singevore to be taken by Japan,

Greast Britain's tasks, both of (1) defending the Britieh
Ieles and of (2) winning the war, would be rendered
vaptly more difficult end her chances of survivel be
greatly diminlished.

4., Singavore ie, furthermore, important from voint
of view of more obviouely direct intereste of the Unlted
States. Were Singapore to fall, the blockade of China
(except for the inadequate and unreliable northwest route
from Ruseie) could be made complete and the defeat of
China by Jepan would be facllitrted. The control over
the natural resourcees of the South SBeas sres which Japan
would acquire if 1t took Singapore has already been
indiceted. Our own poeition in the Philippinesg--a far
more valuable poseeseion both economically end etrategically
than is usually recognized--would, of course, be etrategl-
cally nrejudiced.

It 18 in its effect upon China's resistance, how-

ever, that the fall of Singapore to Japan would moet

conclusively
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conclueively affect (sdversely) the direct intereete of
the United Stetee (other than and in eddition t» cur
interest in survival of the Britieh Empire). Were China
to guccumb, we would be less able than now to protect
our intereste in the Far Eagt. Our historic Far Eastern
poliecy and our whole position in the Far Eaet would be
seriously compromieed. MNot the leset of the dleastrous
results of China'e defeat would he a seriouse drop, as a
result cf such 2 blow to our prestige, in popular morale
in this country and in the morsle of the peoples of South
America. The only remalning counter welghts to the powver
and influence in the Far Eset of Japen would be thoee of
Russia. With the collapse of China, Jepan would be
master in Ezet Asia and in the South Seae, and Japan would
be able to draw freely upon China'e natursl reeources and
man power. The security of Austrslis snd New Zealand--
to both of which we are bound by inecreasingly strong
ties--would be endangered. In addition, Jeapan'e accese
te the great economiec resourcee of Indils would be definitely
fecllitated and Japanese political influence in India
would increase.

The increase in Japan's strengcth vis-2-vis the United
States which would reeult from these various developmente

would be notable, snd Jepan's ability to challenge our

economic
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eccnemic {and before long our political) position in
Central and South America would be vastly increased. At
the same time, our general commercial and strateglc posltlocn
would be conelderably weakened--hy our loes of the Chineece,
Indian and South Seas markete for our exports (and by our
loes of much of the Japanese market for our goode, af
Japan would become more cnd more self-sufficient) ae well
as by inevitable restrictions upon our scceee to the rubber,
tin, quinine, jute, tungeten, tung cil and other vital
materiale of the Asien and Oceanic regions.

5. It hae been suggected that Japen would be only
too glad to eell to the British and to ue the products
of the reglon, and that in fact, therefore, our (and the
British) economic situation would not be adversely affected.
The fate of Britieh and American trade in Manchuria end
in North China 1s persuasive evidence that our (end
British) export trade would certainly suffer. Whether
Japan'e ability to dictate the terms uron which we could
acquire rubber, tin and other producte would aleo prove
hermful to ue in times of peece need not concern us.
The preeent and the immediste futuree are timee of war,
and in the wer that ie raging not only le Japan an cpen
1f nonbelligerent partner of Germany and Italy but the
United Stetes is orenly aiding CGreat Britain and China.

Joap en
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Japen muet--while and so long as she ie an ally of Germany--
eld Germany ln the latter's sttempt to deetroy the Britieh
Empire, and toward that end Japan muet give eupport to
Germeny'es attempte to hamstring the British in their
operations--both general and particuler--of resiestance.
Conseguently, were Jazpen tc acquire control of Singavore
(1.e. control of the kéy weye to the vast natural resources
of Aela and the Scuth Seae) it could not with any warrant
be expected that ehe would freely sell to the British or

to ues--we being Britain's grestest armorer and supplier--
what we severally and Joilntly need (with our expanding
requiremente) of the strategic materiels of the Orient.

6. There 1le little if any warrant for the view,
rather lightly advanced in various quarteres (and made
with-mt conelderetion of the above-enumerated reesons why
successful Japanese aggreceion eouthward would make
Germany's defeat far lesc likely), that, if end when
Germany shall have been defected, it would be an easy
metter for Great Britain and/or the United Stetee to put
Japan out of any sdvanced poeitione which Jepen may or
might have taken while Britiesh and American attention
and efforts were concentrated upon probleme in the Atlentic
and in Eurove. Were the Japanese during the oresent war
to occupy Singapore without having had to pay a huge

price,
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price, the Japaneee Empire would be at the end of the war
a very different entity from that which 1t 1s today, an
entity much more powerful in a military een=e than it 1le
now. Ie there any warrant for an assumption that at that
point the British would be sc powerful that they would
and could move with succese againet such a Japen as would
then exiet? It may well be doubted, aleo, whether the
people of the United Stetee would at that point be will-
ing to embark upgon far-flung overeeae sperations for the
mere purpoee of driving the Japanese out of polnte in
which they had established themeelves con the western eide

of the Paclfle.



Distances from Singapore to various points, In statute

miles by Great Circle measurements--

West coast of Ceylon - 1700 miles,

(Notes If Singapore could not be defended, certainly
Ceylon could not be-~from Colombo to the mouth of
the Gulf of Aden it is 2000 miles and from Colombo
to the northwestern tip of Sumatra i1t 1s 1100 miles.
Furthermore, Itallan East Africa would be avallable
for minor bases, thus permitting the distances from
Colecmbo to the coast of Italian East Africa=--2000
miles at the mouth of the Gulf of Aden; 2700 miles
et the frontler between Kenya and Itallan East Africa--
to be halved. Bases at Singapore, Sumatra, Colombo
and Italian East Africa would give Japan control of
the Indian Ocean with consequent abllity to blockade
iﬁdil]lnd to cut all communications to the Gulf of
8Il.

Mouth of Gulf of Aden = 3700 miles,
Northwestern point of Australia - 1800 miles,

(From Java, which is controlled by Singapore, the
distance is 1200 miles,)

West coast of Borneo - 400 miles,

Southern tip of French Indochina = 450 mlles (thus con-
trolling Gulf of Siam,)

Jolu in Sulu archipelago of Philippines - 1250 miles.
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May 15, 1941

Lear Lruch:

It 1s gunite «ll right to go ahead and negotiste
regarding the air program or amy cther thing that the
Chinese request but [ don't want to iaply that 1 am
at this tize in favor of any of the proooscls.
Obviously that can only be finally worked out inm
relutionzaip to our rhole aiiltary problem and the
needs of curselves and the British. This should be
teken up with General Burme anc Jenersl Arnold.

Very sincerely yours, :
( "/';‘ DO/ Cra v

i g ke
¥ i

The Honorable
Lauchlin Currie

HLH/1lmb
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The President .
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

5-14-41

MEMORANDUM FOR HARRY HOPKINS:
For preparation of reply
to Currie.

F. D. R.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 9, 1941.
RAND R RES
Re: craft P or C

After spending a lot of time trying to
inform myself on the general aireraft prosram and
the various factors that have to be borne in mind,
I have worked out a tentative prozram for the balance
of this year. I don't think it will disrupt in any
significant degree the Army or British programs and
I believe that, though modest, it is probably as
large as the Chinese can handle this year. I need
not emphasize the actual importance of establishing
a decent air force in China, nor the psychological
importance of an early determination of a program
that the Chinese can count on.

May I proceed to negotiate with the Army and
the British on this tentative program with the
understanding that while you are prepared to accept
modifications in the plan, nevertheless you approve
of the general magnitudes involved? This would
give me a basis for negotiation.

e

Lauchlin Currie



May 9, 1941.

A AIRCRA CHIN.

The followinz program is desicned to supply China in 1941 with
244 pursuit ships, 112 bombers, 340 trainers and 22 transport planes.

1. Pursuit Ships,

8. The British are prepared to relesse 144 air-cooled engine
Vultee 48 C's. This force could be replaced and augmented by the
release by our Army in the first six months of 1942 of their 147 air-
eooled Republic P 43's as the more advanced P 47's become available,

b. In order to replace and augment the initial Chinese pursuit
force of 100 liquid-cooled Curtiss P 40 now en route, the Army could
release 100 PLOB, as the more advanced P 40 D's and E's come into
production. This release could be continued in the first half of 1942.

2. Bombers,

It 1= suggested that the Army release L0 of its older B 18 bombers,
of which it has 258, and which, though slow, are suitable for nisht
bombing. It is further suggested that the Army and the British release
from current production 72 bombers up to the end of 1941 sccording to
the follewins schedule:

3 each monthly from the Army and the British in May, June and
July.

4 each monthly in August and September,

5 each monthly in October and November.

6 each in December,

A gredually increasing monthly schedule could then be provided
for throughout 1942 to provide for replacements and additions.

3. ainers,

Heavy emphasis should be placed immediately on the creation of
a first-class Chinese air force. To this end it is suggzested that a
group of instructors under the charge of & first-class army flying school
officer be sent to China. It is further suggested that 340 advanced
and primary trainers be diverted from the production of 7,170 scheduled
for the army this year. A tentative schedule mizht be as follows:

May 20
June 30
July 40
August 50
Septomber 50
Oetober 50

November 50
December 50
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3. Iransport Planes,

It is suggested that ten additional B-18's be released by the
Army for this purpose and that the twelve DC3's now detailed to Army
generels be released., For personal Army transport service here the
two-engined Beechcraft, seating six and faster than the DC3's, would
appear to be & desirable substitution for DC3's,
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a/I
The attached tentative program would call for the following
schedule of deliveries: 1lst 6 mos,
1- & tl -] *
Vultee P LBC 5 7 10 15 20 2@ 22 23 20 -
Curtiss P LOB 2 20 20 20 20 ?
Republic P 43 Li7
Total
2. Boubers
B 18 40
Other medium
or light é & ) g g 10 1o 12 ?
3. Irainers
50 30 40 50 50 50 50 50
4+ Iransport
B 18 10
DC 3 3 3 3 2
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Telerram from General Chinng Kai-shek

Dated July 8th, 10/1

From most relisble sources originatiing from Japan 1t is
learned that a secrest agresement has been concluded and signed
between Germany, Italy and Japan on the 6th of July, coverine on
the one hand recognition of Japanesa sphores of interest, and on
tha other Japanese undertaking to advance sonthward and agninst
Siberia. Please commmicate the news to the President immediately,

Since the outbreak of the Soviat-German war, the Soviets have
repeatedly announced their desire to conclude definite military
arrangements with us ageinst Japan. will you ask the President
if he would be in faver of such an arrangement, and i1f the
situation is ripening for a military pact batween China, Fussia and

Great Britain with the friendly support of the United States.




Telegram from Minister of Communications

The Government has secured definite informeation that
the recent Japanese Imperial Conference mnde the decision to
move southward against Singapore and the Duteh East Indies
first before coping with the Siberian problem.

In accordance with this informetion all departments
of the Government have received instructions from the General-

isgimo to take immediate measures to meet this action.




JTelegram from Berlin

Replying to your telegram No. 19 during Matsuoka's visit to
Berlin although understanding was reached as to the respective spheres
of interest and responsibilities the three Axis partners were unable
to agree on the tempo of action. Germany and Italy desired immediate
Japanese advance southward to which Matsuoka would not agree owing to
the then prevailing situation.

I now learn that since the outhreak of the Russo-German conflict
complete agreement has been reached which ealls for early action against
Vladivostok by Japan, simultansous with consolidation of Japanese bases
in Indo-China and Thailand preparatory to an advance southward against
the British and the Dutch.

Our friends here declare that we should be by no means dis-
couraged by developments and hope that you maey still be able to wisit
Switzerland.

Owing to the severance of diplomatic relations I am routing my
telegram through Switzerland. I am proceeding there myself and hope to

maintain contact with our friends from there.
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THE WHITE HOUSE &% _
WASHINGTON

CORYXY
July 11, 1941

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Re: Re to Chiang Kai-shek's message.

In accordance with your instructions,
I discussed this matter with Mr, Welles. He
suggests that you authorize me to convey the
following message to T. V. Soong:

In answer to the Generalissimo's enquiry
as to whether the President would be in favor
of definite military arrangements between the
Soviet and Chinese Governments, the President
has authorized me to inform you that the United
States Government, not being a party to the
agreement, cannot take responsibility far it.
However, the President added that he was of
the opinion that such military arrangements
wuld definitely be to China's benefit. His
attitude toward the suggested pact between
China, Russia and Great Britain was similar.
The President would appreciate further informa-
tion as to the nature of the proposed military
arrangements and pact.

/s/ Lauchlin Lurrie
Lauchlin Currie
"L. C
"OK

WFDR"



Representative John M, Vorys, of Ohio, to President FRoosevelt,
Washington, July 11, 1941, enclosing & memorandum by Dr, E,
S8tanley Jones entitled "Memorandum of Conversations ﬁegnrding
Poraible Pesoe Between Jaren en® China (Gndsted),

Mr, Vorys sent to the President the memorendum of the
converaations which Dr, Jonee hed with Dr. Miao, Secretery of the
National Christian Couneil of China, an? Dr., Kagewa, well-known
Euthar of Japen regarding & beeia of peace between Chins and

apan,

S¥E: Forelpn Felations of the Unltrd States, 1941, Vol. IV,
The Far Etat, rages 306-310.

oF Is0o-c Yoty 11, 194 |

RLY 12/3/56



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 11, 1941

MEMORANLUM FOR MISS TULLY:

1 HAVE TALKEL TO THE
PRESICENT ABOUT Tdlo AND IT
CiN BE F1LED.

H.L.H.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 4, 1894l.
MEMORANDUM FCR

HARRY HOPKINS

Will you speak to me

about this?
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Telegram from Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek
Chunglking, May 3lst, 1941

The following is my message to the President, which please

present through Mr. Currie:

"The Chinese people are most thankful to you for the reference
to our national struggle against Japanese aggression in your fireside
chat of May 27+th, and also your assurance of continued and inecreased
material assistance.

I take this opportunity to thank you most warmly for your
approval of $49,000,000 worth of ordnance for China under the Lease-
Lend Bill.

May I refer again to our urgent need of airplanss. Through
Dr. T. V. Soong I have presented a request for the modest organization
of an air unit of 500 airplanes. Knowing your great sympathy and
interest in our diffieult struggle, may I request you to give this
scheme your early approval which will further strengthen the morale

of our people and our Army."
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CAHLE TO LAUCHLIN CURRIE FROM OWEN LATTIMORE

CHUNGKING, July 22, 1941.

FOLLOWING IS FROM GENERALISSINO. PLEASE NOTE RELIAHLE
INFORMATION RECEIVED. ON JULY (?) AT ROME JAPAN, GERLANY,
ITALY SIGNED SECRET ENTENSION OF AXIS PACT PREVIOUSLY ‘
PREPARED BUT UNSIGNED. GENERALISSIMO NOW CONFIDENT JAPAN
WILL ATTACK RUSSIA WITHIN FEv WEEKS. TWO REASONS FOR
ATTACK. FIRST, KUANTUNG ARMY WILL TAKE INITIATIVE.
SECOND, FEAR OF REVOLUTION IN JAPAN IF NO DECISIVE MOVE

MADE.

"/J{/l
Yz
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N _,}1“ THE WHITE HOUSE

N WASHINGTON

V July 23, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Re: China Aid Progrem for New Appropriations

T heve been spending a lot of time on the
Chine Aid program for the purpose of the new
lease lend appropriastion. The original Chinese
requests amounted to about §1.5 billionm. In
conjunction with the Wer and Treasury Departments
and Genersl Burns, I worked out a progrem amount-
ing to $600 million. This program is one which
I believe we cen meet through 1942, and one which
I believe to be within the capacity of the Burma
Road to trensport. Only $215 million was
earmarked for China out of the original £$7 bil-
1ion, plus $23 million from the $1.3 billion
ayailable for diversion from stocks. Since the
Chinese Ald program is popular, since it has
been allotted a relatively small amount to date,
and since we can use any of the goods we might
not be able to send to China, I hope that you
will approve the program when it is submitted
to you by General Burns end the Budget Director.

EFETE |

e

Lauchlin Currie

L= |
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Jul! 29 '] 1?“.

LMEMORANDUM ¥OR
THE ACTING SECRETARY OF STATE

I note in a nunber of dispatches
during the past week or ten days that
Japanese troop or plane withdrawals
are reported from several sectors on
the Chinese front,

I think w2 should relay these
reporte, to Gauss eand the Military
Attache in Chungking for the in-
formation of the Chinese Govermnment,
with the suggestlion that one or
two powerful attacks on weakened
Japanese positions might do real
good at this time. Possibly you
have done this already.

F. D. R.
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE

ARSI TOMN, B, E N W 1 L [

N DEPARTMENT OF STATE
i g WASHINGTON

July 31, 1941

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Reference your memorandum of July 29, 1941 in
regard to reports of withdrawals of Japanese troops
and planes from certain occupled places in China,

The messages to which you refer were repeated to
the Embassy at Chungking via naval radio by the send-
ing offices. We have brought these reports orally to
the attention of the Chinese Ambaesador here and ere
today conveying to Ambassador Gaues by telegraph the
suggestion that he and the Naval and Military Attachée
inform appropriaste Chinese officlale at Chungking of

ARV

the reports in question.
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NAVAL RADIO

August 7, 1941

AMEM BASSY,
CHUNGKING,

Flease inform CGeneral Chiang Xaleshek that the
Chinese Ambassador proamptly delivered to me for eommunicati
to the Iresident Ueneral Chiang's gracious expression of
appreclation of this Govermment's action in freczing Chines
assets in this country pursuant to General Chlang's request.
State further thet the eomrunication will be promptly
convpyed to the Fresident, who 1s absent from Washington
at this moment; and that, speaking for the fresident, I
realffirm that 1t !a the desire and purpose of the people
and Government of the United States to ald China in camerete
ways in the strugsle which the Chinese Govermment and the
Chinese nation are most courageously making to preserve and
maintel n China's place and perform China's functlion as enm o
the great independent nations of the world.



Mr, Leughlin Currie, Adminietretive Aceletont to Pregident
Roosevelt, to the Aeting Seeretary of Stzate, Weshington,
Auguet 3, 1941, encloeing & Cable to Leughlin Curris from Owen
Lattimore, Chungking, Avguet 2, 19l

Currle refere to Lattimore'sm neble on the altustion in
Chine and recommends eix coureees of zction +o contein Jepan
until the Battle of the Atlentic is won,

SEE: Foreipn Relstione of the United Stete, 1941, Vol, IV,
1a Far E.8%, pages 3FI-3F2.

RS 12/3/56



e e s
gl

™ Published in
o Peat | Harbor
Hearings

PART !9 PAGES 3%00-350)




-

LA ._'H

i i
AREAE DFFICI AL GOt MUKIEATIONS TO

/R U’ *St

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

August 7, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

There 1is enclosed a copy of a telegram addressed
to you by General Chieng Kal-shek under date of
July 31, 1941, together with a copy of a note from the
Chinese Ambassador, dated August 2, forwarding a copy
of the telegram in question. As General Chiang's mes-
sage, 1n which he conveys to you his gratitude for your
having acceded to his request to place Chinese assets
in thils country under freezing control, refers to other
requests which he has made in the interest of strengthen-
ing China, it seemed advisable that reply should be made
to his telegram without awaiting your return. I according-
ly sent today a reply to General Chiang by telegraph through
our Embassy at Chungking and enclose a copy of my telegram

herewith. I trust that my repl ets with your approval.

Enclosures:

l, From Chinese Ambassado
August 2, with enclos .

2. To American Embassy,
Chungking, August 7.



CHIKESE EMBASSY
Washington

August 2, 1941

My dear Mr. BSecoretary:

I have Just recelved a telegraphic message
from Generaliseimo Chiang Kal-shek which he desires to
be conveyed to the President. I sghall be grateful if
you will be so good as to tranemit 1t to 1ts high
destination.

I am, my dear Mr. Secretary,

Very sincerely yours,

HU SHIH

Encloesure:
Telegram as above,

Honorable Sumner Wellee,

Acting Secretary of 3tate



TRANSLATION

TELEGRAL TO
THE PRESIDENT COF THE UNITED STATES
FROMK GENERALISSIMO CHIANG KAI-SHEK
CHUNGKING, JULY 31, 1941.
My dear Mr. Preeidents

I am most grateful toc you for having acceded to
my request to place all Chinese assets under freezing
control. This is additional evidence of your desire
to asgiet China in every possible way, &and is appre-
cieted by the Chinese pecple in that spirit.

I am sure that the action of your Government in
freezing all Japenese assets will prove an important
bedy blow tc the aggressor.

The Chinese Government is eincerely grateful to
you and your Government for having brought about
concerted action, on both these measures, by prac-
ticelly all the friendly powerse who are fighting
aggression.

I am confident that my other requests which I

have made toc you in the interest of strengthening

China'e



China's fighting power and meeting the emergency situation
of the Far East, will receive your kind attention at the
appropriate time.

CHIANG KAI-SHEK
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o August 19, 1941,

d MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

' THE SECRETARY

The Chinese Ambassador has just been in and handed
me the attached copy of the statement of his Foreign
Minister on yesterday announcing that the Government

of China had approved the Roosevelt-Churchill declara-
tion, and that Chine was the firat government to do so.

The Ambassador then gently complained that his
Government has been largely neglected in recent acts
and utterances of thls Government and Great Britain, et
cetera. I assured him that this was not intentional in
any sense &s our record really shows, but that we are
glving attention to methods of further emphasizing
publiely our interest in the Chinese situation end our
special desire at every stage to aild her militarily.

He expressed great relief to hear this.

It is suggested (1) the President might well ask
the Chinese Ambassador to call and following his call
let an announcement be made that Chinese defense and
needs had been discussed; (2) one or more of the American
representatives to the Moscow meeting might return to
the United States vie Chungking and there hold some

dlscusaion
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discussion with high Chinese officlals of China's de-
fense needs; (3) public ennouncement might be made by
the White House in regard to the sending to China of
& military mission under the leadership of General John
Magruder; (4) in the future our high officials might
more than in the past in public addresses and statements
include specific mentlon, when and where appropriate,
of this Government's policy of elding China.

The foregoing are merely suggestions which might

CH

be given consideration.



STATEMENT BY DR. QUO TAI-CHI
KINISTER OF FORZIGN AFFAIRS

CEUACKING, AUGUST 18, 1341

"The Chincee Bovernment and people whole-heartedly
welcome and eadorse the joint declaration of President
Rooscvelt and Prime Miniater Churehill on the fundamental
ailme of the democratic Powers in resistance to aggression,
and the aspirations of all peaceful and freedom-loving peoples
ineluding the pecples in the Axls countries themselves for a
real new world order. China fesele 211 the more gratified
inagnuch as the Eight-Folint Program is essentially in
harmony with tie principles of the Kuomintang and its
Tounder's advocacy of & 'great commonwealth of nationa'.

"The post-war world reconstruction will constitute a
task even more difficult than that of winning the war itself.
Festoration of freedom to the conquered peoples, full
cconomle collaboration betwveen a2ll retions in the enjoyment
of accees, on equal terms, to trade and raw materials, in
the acdvancoment of living etandards, ond the establishment
of & permanent system of general security will require the
Euprene elfforts end resoclute statcomarn hip of the demo-

crecies and their l:zaders. In this task China is prepared

Eo make full contribution just as she hes, for the pest

Tour years, mede untold sacrifices of her manpower and
notlonel reecurces toward the demoeratic cause and econtinusa
to play her essential pert in the world-wide eonfliet. China
Selieves that the final destruction of the forccs of Aggros-
slon cen be most swiftly achieved by Tirst bringing about

the defeat of Japan through tlghtening the 'enoirclement!

of wnlel. she herself 1s the socle architect.®

Chinese Embnsey,
Weshington, August 18, 1941
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 19, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR
HON. LAUCHLIN CURRIE

What do I do about this?

F. D. R.

Letter from T. V. Soong to the
President, dated August 7, 1941,
saying he had been directed by
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek to
request the President and the
Secretary of War to send a military
mission to China in the immediate
future, in order to increase the
value of the Lease-Lend assistance,
eto.
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SRLEE OFFIC A COM UM CATIE TO L!"f 4
THE SECAETARY OF STATE [ -
WARHIHATEH, B, €

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

November &, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Herewith, as requested, the draft of a suggested
reply to the message from the British Prime Minlster
in regard to Chlang Kal-shek's appeal.

c#

Enclosure:
Draft of a suggaatud
reply to the Britlsh
Prime Minister.

DECLASSIFIED
By Authority of &é ﬁ? Z
G, £14/69




I“I
November 7, 194l.
AMERICAN EMBASSY,
LONDON.

Your 5257, November 5, 6 p.m.

pERSONAL AND ([ r:o: 7:E PResSIDENT
TO THE FORMER NAVAL PERSON.

QUOTE We have very much in mind the situatbn to
which Chiang Kai-shek's pppeal is addressed. While we
feel that 1t would be a serious error to underestimate
the gravity of the threat inherent in that situation, we
doubt whether preparations for & Jepanese land campaign
egeinet Kunming have advanced to & point whieh would
warrant an advance by the Japanese againat Yunnan in the
immediate future., In the meantime we shall do what we
can to increase and expedite lend-leese ald to China
and to faecilitate the bullding up of the American
volunteer air forece, both in perscnnel and in equipment.
We have noted that you would be prepared to send pilotes
and some plenes to China.

We feel that measures such as the foregoing and

those which you have in mind along the linea we are

REGRADED
UNCLASSIFIRL



taking, together with continuing efforts to strengthen our
defenses in the Philipoine Islands, paralleled by similar
efforts by you in the Singspore area, will tend to increase
Japsn's hesitation, whereas in Japan's present mood new
formslized verbsl warning or remonstrances might have, with
at least even chance, an opposite effect.

This whole problem will have our continuing and
earnest attention, study end effort.

I shall probably not repeat not make express reply
to Chisng Kal-shek before the first of next week. Please
keep within the confidence of your close officlael cirecle

what I have said above. UNQUOTE,

FE:JWB:!HES FE PA/H
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 11, 19il.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

This is the ocorrected telegram
to me from Chlang Kal-shek. After
reading 1t, let me know if I should
meke any change in the message I am
to hand Hu Shih on Wednesday.

F. D. Ha
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Telegram to President Roosevelt
from
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek
Chungking, November £, 1941

"In view of a rapidly developing dsnger which threatens to
change the whole military situstion in China, I have communiceated
the following views to Nr. Winston Churchill;

'Intelligence in which I have complete confidence
shows that the Japenese are determined upon an attack
against Yunnan from Indo-China in order to take
Kunming and to cut China's lines of communication
with Britain and the United States, Preparations
ere alrecdy on foot and the attack may be expected
shortly, This is in my view the first step in their
policy of expension either northwerd or southward,
and I feel therefore that I should bring to your
notice certain facts and aspects of the gituation,
Indeed I feel it my duty and my right to impress
them upon you, for much the future lies in your
hands,

Once Kunming is taken, the Japsnese would be
rid of all fear of atteck in the rear, You will,

I feel sure, be the first to see that its eapture
is not merely one objective of Jap-n's war of

aggression on China but is & first and necessary
step to free herself for fresh enterprises, And
you will appreciaste how vitslly the coming battle

will bear upon the safety of all countries on the



Pacific, upon yourselves and ourselves alike,

You know you may count upon me to do my
utmost to defend Kunming, and believe me when
I tell you that my armies can do it. But you
know as I do that I have no air force, And
without an air force what can our army do
against another that is strong in the air?

A glence at the map will show thet if the

eity fells, China will be cut off from supplies
outside, and her armies will be encircled and
deprived of all contset with yours and those

of her other friends, And moreover the morale
of the Chinese army and Chinese people will

be shaken to its foundation., Our morale has
atood for more than four years on the esstern
fronts where our friends esnnot directly reach
us, It would be gravely mensced by a Japanege
triumph on the one front where as all the nation
knows the armed forces of our friends are within
& hand’'s reach., For the first time in this long
war & real collapse of resistance would be
possible,

For more than four years now China has kept
some five million men in the field and thus
immobilizes the man-power of Japan., The implications
of this must be clear to you; indeed I think they

are already recognized by yourself and all other



friende of Chine, If Xunming fell, Japan would
then be able to cest all cauticn away and turn
her whole might elsewhere. The coming battle is
therefore not merely s question of victory or
defeat of China but the peace and security of the
Pacific hang upon it, Indeed it is not too much
to say that the outcome of the whole war mey hang
upon it,

If China had the air force she needs, I should
be meking no appeal to you, because I should feel
confident of our ability to defest the invadersa,
But we have nothing thet can be called an air force
to match against what the Japanese would bring to
bear upon us, for we may be sure that they will use
their fineet and their strongest. If however in
the battle the Japanese air force can be checked
or even smashed, her power to enter upon what I
have called fresh enterprise will be much diminished,
It is true that her navy will remain to her, but
with that she can do little wi thout the etrength
in the air without which there would be an end to
her schemes of expansion., From then on her
Bﬁbmiaaiun gould be brought about by political end
economic pressure, Do not let us therefore make
mistekes as they have mede elsewhere in this war,

and let the Japanese sttaok us, as they mean to do,



one by one, I am not asking you to declare war
upon Japan., I merely wish to leave you in no
doubt about the situation in which I find myself,
to make it clear thet I am no match of the enemy
in the air, to tell you what this meens and to
suggest a remedy, The American volunteer air
force now under training is good but very smell,
Cur only hope 1s thet the British air force in
Malaye, with American cooperation, may come into
action and support the Americen volunteers and
the existing Chinese air force. The British air
force could cooperate as part of the Chinese sir
force or assume the role of an international
volunteer force, The result would be to save
China and to save the Pacifie,

You might feel at a first glance that this
would involve you in wer with Japan while you are
fighting with such courage in Europe and the lMiddle
East, I see things otherwise, I do not believe
that Japan feels that she has the strength to attack
80 long as the resistance of China persists., BEut
once she is rid of this, she will attack you as and
when it suits her and whether or not she is given
a pretext. by such action on your part as I have
now suggested, It would be impossible to minimize

the importence of British air action in Yunnan, for



upon this the fate of democrastic ceuse will turn,
China has reached the most critical phase of her
war of resistence, Her ability to defend landward
approaches to Singapore and Burme now depends
primerily on British snd American willingneas to
cooperate in the defence of Yunnan, If the
Japanese can bresk our front here we shall be cut
off from you, and the whole structure of your

own air and naval coordination with America end
the etherlends Last Indies will be gravely
threatened in new ways and from & new direction,
I should like to express, with all the strength
at my commend, the conviction that wisdom and
foresight demsnd that China be given the help
that I have indicated, Nothing else can ensure
alike the defeat of Japan snd the success of the
countries now resisting aggression,?

I have also discussed the strategic subject matter of the
foregoing letter with Brigadier-General lagruder and have asked
him to convey to you what I consider to be the decisive importance
of the cempaign in Yunnan, 1In addition I gshould like to wurge on
you my conviction that British determination in dealing with
Japen waits at present upon the leed and stimulating influence
of America, If the United States would draw on its gir arm in
the Philippines to provide either an active unit or a reserve

force in the combined operation as I have suggested to Mr., Churchill



I feel that success would be assured, I am convinced thet unless
Japan is checked sharply and at once, she is on the verge of
winning a position from which she esn deal with esch of us
separately and in her own time. The opportunity to check her
is a fleeting one. You ere, lir, President, recognized as the
lesder in the front of democrstic nations fighting aggresaion,
I feel sure that you will move with the rapidity that the
urgency of the moment demends, It is now essentisl to avoid
the errors by which statesmen of Europe allowed Nazi Germany
to divide them, and to acquire & commanding position, and to
prevent Japan from attacking us in succession and separately

end thus attaining the stature of a second Nazi Germany in the

Par East,."
Chiang Kai-shek



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 12, 1941,
MEMORANDUM FOR HARRY HOPKINS:
What 4o we do about this?

F.D.R,
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MEMORANDUM RE: CHINA AND THE IMPENDING ATTACK ON THE BURMA ROAD.

Since I saw Mr. Morgenthau, Mr. Currie, and on October 3lst,
the President, I have talked to Messrs. Stimson, Knox, Hopkins, Stettinius,
Gensral Burns and various officers of the War Department. They have all
been most cooperative and kind.

As yet however, there has been no tangible answer to the
Generalissimo's request for planes and tanks to defend the Burma Eoad.
In fact it appears the President alone can make the deoisions that will
bring China the neseded assistance now,

The Japanese continue to prepare a pincers attack on Hunming,
one drive through the mountains, the other not through mountains but
around to the east of the mountains through Ewangsl where tanks can be
used.

The problem of China's air defense against this drive is
peculiarly a problem of American position because China is relying on
the American group headed by Colomel Chennault, an American Army Colonel
now air adviser to China to protect the Burma Road., General Magruder
{and I understand also Major MeHugh, U. 5. Naval Attache' to China,) have
cabled that Colonel Chemnault's force of approximately 20 American pilots
and 100 P=40 airplanes in Burma is inadequately equipped to mssist the
Generalissimo in repelling the attack on the Burma Road. They indicate
that if this air force tries to fight it may be destroyed with disastrous
repercussions.

Magruder further suggests -that if Chennault's force does not
fight it will be considered a breach of faith by the Chinese which may
have serlous consequences in both the Chinese and international situations.

¥agruder therefore suggests reinforeing Colonel Chennault
immediately with more planes, possibly transporting them by aircraft
earrier.

The President indicated to me that he would take up with the
British the question of obtaining British planes and crews from Singapore.
Magruder has explored this possibility in China end finds little chance
of obtaining such amid unless the United States moves first.

Conferences with Lend-Lemse authorities and the Army and Nawvy
have revealed the steps that can be teken now to mccelerate aid to China,

They are specifically outlined in an attached memorandum. They involve
planes and ordnance which ean be taken from stock or through diversion

only by the President's decision.

November 8, 1941



MEMORANDUK RE: MATERIALS FOR CHINA.

After exploring the situation, the following immediate action

appears possible if the materials are taken from stock or by diversion
rather than from future production.

Airplanes 80 SBD-1, 2, or 3 (or Army A-24's - same planes without ar-

Ordnance

rester hooks) to be carried to the Philippines by a U. S.
airoraft carrier and flown from there to China. The U. 8.
Army and Navy have a total of over 250 of these planes.
Colonel Chennault has pilots in Burma who can f'ly them
without further training. They are dive bombers already
fully equipped which can carry 1275 lbs. of bombs 1450 miles
at 210 m.p.hs The Loulsiana maneouvers showed they were
especlally effective against ground targets such as those
presented by a Japanese advance to cut the Burma Road.

B0 additional 37Tmm Anti-Tank guns and 120 Light Tanks to go
with the 60 A.T. guns and 70,000 rounds of 3Tmm ammunition
China is getting immediately under existing schedules.
Without these weapons China cannct hope to resist the
Japanese panzar invasion of level Kwangsi on the way to
Funming .

48 old type 2.95 howitzers with 50,000 rounds of ammunition
now in the Philippines. These could be used to repel the
other pincer of the Japanese attack in the mountains of Yunnan.

24 3" A.A. guns (now superseded in U.S.A. by 90 mm A.A.) These
are specifically intended to proteot three vital bridges over
three large rivers which the Burma Road crosses and which
must be defended apgainst air attmck by batteries of 4 puns
each at both ends.

760 cal., 50 A.A. machine guns. These are essential to defeat
elther drive because of Japanese command of the alr. If not
sent, the advantage of the hilly terrain in Yunnan will be
nullified. Some cal. 30 A.A. might also be sent.

Part of the B00 tons of powder which is desperately needed.
The Chinese arsenals will run out of powder by next January.
Some must be shipped scon to be useful then.

Would it be possible to direct the Army and Navy to make these

planes and ordnance available now?

November 8, 1941

zl;W
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ADBRESS OFFICIAL COM MUMCATIONS TO -"{
THE BECRETARY OF BTATE J=4

"/f wasHINTON, 5. C.

@ DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

November 12, 194l.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

We have examined the corrected telegram of Novem-
ber 2 to you from Chiang Kasi-shek. The corrected ver-
glon simply fills in and clarifies certain minor
omissions and garbles in the message as previously re-
celved. Thus, there 1s perceived no need to make any

change in the message which you are to hand to Hu 8hih.

5 .{7L
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 17, 1941

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Attached is Winston Churchill's
message to Chiang Kal-shek, transmitted
to me by T. V. Soong under instructions
from Chiang.

‘(Lf i i, e

Lauchlin Currie

e on



From Winston Churchill to Chdang Kai-shek (via T. V. Soong)

I am very much aware of the serious danger which you
have pointed out in your message regarding Japan's impending
new drive against China. While the Japsnese may threaten
South China, I am not certain that they would attack Yunnan
with the present forces at their dispesal at Tonkine which
are reported to be only helf of what my military experts
think they would require for such a venture. Japan may strike
first in such territories where she can get the material
which she laclis hecause of embergoes against her. However,
I do realize the gravity of the situstion if the Japanese
should take Kunming. I am studying special means to help
strengthen the Internstional Air Force you heve and give
fmmediate support in personnel and material,

Brooke Popham informs me Colonel Chennault is ready to
move into China with three squadrons in ten days' time and
is askinz Chennault how we can best help him.

I will keep in touch with you and I hope to send more
definite statement of what we can do. Needless to say, I am
keeping the President informed.
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TELEGRAM FROM GENERAL CHIANG KAI SHEE TO DR. T V. SOCHG DATED CHUNGEING,

NUVEMBER 26, 1941

I presume Ambassador Hu Shih has given you & copy of my telegrem yesterday.
Plesse convey contents of the messepge tc Secreteries knox and Stimson immediately.

Please explain to them the gruvity of the situation. If America should
relax the economic blockade and freezing of Jupenese essets, or even if reports
thet the United Stetes is considering this should gain currency, the morale of our
troops will be sorely sheken., [uring the past two months the Japanese propapanda
have spread the belief that in November an agreement will be successfully reached
with the United States. They have even come to a silent but none the less definite
understanding with the doubtful elements in cur country. If, therefore, lhere is
any relaxation of the embarge or freezing regulations, or if a belief of that gains
ground, then the Chinese pecple would consider that China has been completely
sacrificed by the United States. The morale of the entire people will collapse
and everv Asimtic neticn will lose feith, and indeed suffer such & shock in their
faith in democcracy thet a most tragic epoch in the world will be opened. The
Chinese ermy will collapse, and the Japanese will be enabled to cerry through
their plans, so that even if in the future America would come to our rescue the
situation would be already hopeless. Such & loss would not be to China alone.

We could therefore only request the United States Govermment to be
uncompromising, and announce that if the withdrawal of Japanese armies from China
is not settled, the question of relaxing of the embargo or freezing could not be
considered. If, on the other hand, the Americen attitude remasins nebulous
Japanese propaganda will daily perform its fell purpose so that at no cost to them
this propapanda will effect the breskdown of our resistence, Our more than four
vears of struggle with the loss of countless lives and sacrifices and devastation
unparaleled in history would have been in vain. The certain collapse of our

resistance will be an unperaleled catastrophe to the world, end I do not indeed

know how history in future will record this eplsode.



S F-China

Mr. Laughdin Curri , Adminietrative Aeriptent to President
Roosevelt, go the ecretary of State, Weshington, Nov, 25, 19k,

Relatee the eubntence of & oahle he hee luet received
from Owen Lattimore relsting how Alsturbed the Genersliesimo
(Chiang) hae been regerding ceelstence from the Mnited Stetes.

SEE: Foreign Reletions of the Unitaed Stetes, 19u1, Vol, IV,
The Fer Eaet, pEges (hI-f5.

(The ceble, Lattimore to Currie, Nov. 25, 1941, mentioned shove,
ie filed in PSF - Chine, 1941, and wes rublished in Foreign

Reletione ..., rage 652.]
' [Lattinone. Fotlor]

R{J‘ ‘”ff/rf



THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY
]
,:/ WASHINGTOMN

F November 2¢, 1941

My dear Mr. President:

For your information, I am
inclosing herewith copy of a cabtle
which we have received today from
our Treasury representative in China.

I am elso sending a copy of
this cable to Mr. Hull.

Sincerely yuura,

The President,
The White House.

4 =2
L L,
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HONG KOMG (USS LINDAMAC)

WOVEIBER 22, 1941,
FROM: CAMPBELL - U, S, TREASURY REUPRESENTATIVE
703 DIVISION OF INVESTIGATIONS AMD PATROL
FOLIOWING IMFCRMATIVE LESSAGE FOR SECRETARY AS RESULT OF CONVERSATION TODAY WITH
DR EAN CHIAHOU FORLER VICE LINISTER FORCIGN AFFAIRS  SINCE OCTOBIR FIRST CHINISE
POLITICAL OPINION HAS CRYSTALLIZED INTO THRIL PRINCIPAL GROUPS AND SIINCE Usd
JAPAN CONVERENCES THIS HAS GROWN LORE DEFINITE FIRST THL PRO AXIS AD FZACH GROUPS
HAVZ GROWY FURTHER TOGETHER ENCAUSE OF THEIR UZPIMATE OBJECTIVZ SELICOLON THE
FORMER TRYING 10 ARRANGE PEACE WITH JAPAN BY IUDIRECT NEGOTIATICN THRU GERMANY AND
IATTER TRYING BRING ABOUT FEACE BY DIRECT BARGAINIUG WITH JAPAYN SUCOYD THE ANTI
AXIS OR CONTINUED RESISTANCE GROUP AND THIRD 7HS FEOPIZS OR RAL JATIONAL
RESISTANCE GROUF REACTIONS BY THLSE GROUPS TO PRISENT USA JAPAN CONFLRENCES
FOLLOWS SEMICOLON THE PRO AXIS AYD P“;&GE GROUPS OF VHICHE HOY ING CHIN KINISTER OF
WAR COMIA CHU CHUAHUAA STRONG KUOLIIDANG CRGANIZER AYD CYAN PZFU LINISTER CF
EDUCATION ARS PROMIVENT SE= THAT 1MIGOTIATIONS ARE OPPORTUNITIES TO CONSOLIDATE THEIR
OWl POSITION FOR THEIR SPECIAL INTERUSTS IN CHIMA AND BELIEVE USA WILL YIZLD TO
JAPAN TO A IARGE EXTENT IN ORDER TO BRING ABOUT PRACE BETWESN CHINA AND JAPAW
SECTION TWO TO FOLLOW

Copy:ihmd:11/26 J41



: | HONG KONG (USS MINDAMAO)
NOVEMRER 22, 1941,

FROM: CAMPEELL - U, S. THEASURY REPRESENTATIVE

T0 : DIVISION OF INVESTIGATIONS AND PATROL

SECTION TWO OF JMESSAGE FOR SECRETARY THE ANTI AXIS GROUP OF WHICH
GENERAL TAILI HEAD OF GENERALISSIMO SECRET SERVICE COMMA WANG SHIH
CHI PARTY MINISTER OF PUBLICITY AND QUO TAICHI FOREIGN MINISTER ARE
FROMINENT AND ANXIOUS TO SEE USA MAKE SETTLEMENT WITH JAPAN BRING
ABOUT WITHDRAWAL OF JAPAN TROOPS FROM NORTH CHINA BUT ALLOWING JAPAN
RETENTION OF MANCHUXUO FOR TIME BEING PLUS A LARGE AMERICAN LOAN TO
STABILIZE CHINESE CURRENCY FROBLEMS THEY ALSO SEE THESE MEGOTIATIONS
AS OFFORTUNITY TO WAIT AND BARGAIN WITH PRO AXIS AND FEACE GROUPS

AS SUCH A FEACE WOULD GIVE USA STRONG HAND IN CHINA AND SOUTH PACIFIC
IN CASE THIS KIND OF PEACE DOES NOT MATERIALIZE THIS GROUP WILL OPENLY
BLAME USA FOR NOT TAKING DECISIVE STEP CF GOING TO WAR WITH JAPAN

THEY WILL URGE USA TO FIGET SECTION THREE TO FOLLOW FOR SECRETARY

Copyibjill-26-41



HONG KONG (USS MINDANAO)
NOVEIEER 22, 1M1,
FROM: CAMPEELL - U, S, TREASURY REPRESENTATIVE
T04 DIVISION OF INVESTIGATIONS AND PATROL
SECTION THREE OF MESSAGE FOR SECRETARY TEE PECPLE FOR REAL RESISTANCE VREYUPLD
COMPRISED OF THE EIGHTE ROUTE ARMY, THE NEW FOURTH ROUTE ARMY, THE NEV FEDERATION
OF DEMOCRATIC FPARTIES IN CHINA RECENTLY FORMED IN HONG EONG AWD WEICH NOW AMALGAMATED
YOUNG CHINA PARTY, CHINESE NATIONAL SOCIETY PARTY, CHINESE CCNSTITUTION PARTY,
NATIONAL (next eighteen code words not decipherable) NEGOTIATIONS AT JAP EINGE OX
THAT A MAXTWUM POSSIBILITY OF PEACE IS LESS THAN FIFTY PERCENT BIREN BECAUSE CF
ANERICAN INTERNAL DIFFICULTIES AllD EECAUSE OF JAPANWESE DIFFICULTIES WITE HER COWN
GARRISONS IN CHINA THIS GROUP EELIEVE FEACE COULD BE ACEIEVED BY USA LOOSENING
FREEZING REGULATIONS, MOEE OIL FROM NETHERLANDS INDIES AND A REVISED TEADE AGREEMENT,
THIS GROUP ALSO HOLD THAT USA WILL NOT LET CHINA GET WORST OF BARGAIN AND THAT NEGO-
TIATIONS OF BOTE SIDES ARE FOR MARKING TIME AS GERMAN OFFENSIVE I SPRING AGAINST
RUSSIA AND SOUTE EUROPE WILL EE DECIDING FACTOR IN PACIFIC OCTOBER ELEVENTE
THE POVERFUL CENTRAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF TEE KUOMAN TANG IS SCEEDULED T0 MEET AT
CHUNGEING DECEMBER FIFTEENTH AND FROM EESOLUTIONS ADOPTED AT THAT MEETING THE FOREIGH
POLICY OF CHINA MAY EE INTEREFT THE POLICY OF COMMUNIST PARTY DEPENDS TO LARGE
EXTENT ON RUSSIA BUT UP TO PRESENT THEY ALIGH THENSELVES WITH OTHER STRONG RESISTAUCE

GROUPS END OF }ESSAGE
CAMPEELL

(Service has been requested on thie section of the cable due to the various words which
are not decipherable.)

lap-11/26/41
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 8, 1941.
V4

Dear Grace:! e
Will you attach this to the | 4

memorandum I sent over this morning?

Mgl
Lauchlin Currie



December B, 194l.

SUPPLEMENT T0O MIMORANDUM ON THE
STATUS OF OURRENT LEND-LEASE
SHIPMENTS TO CHINA

1. It is now learned that the clipper that was proceeding to
Viake actually landed there, tock on gas, and was last reported
two hours out, proceeding east, destination unknown.

2. The clipper that arrived in Hawaii on the Tth, fueled and

is returning. It is not knovm whether it carries passengers
and spare parts.



Mr. Owen Lattimora to Mr, Aeughlin Currie, Adninistretive Aenlptent
to President Roosevelt, Chungking, December 9, 1541,

Trenemite information from Genersliesimo thst he 1= urgling
eimultaneous Soviet-Chinese dedderstion of wer on Jepen following
Amariesn dedleration.

SEE: Forelign Felstions of the United Stctee, 1941, Vol. IV,
The Fer East, peges 732-739.

RLJ 12/7/5€



The Secretary of State to the Ambeseador in Chine (Geouse),
Waeghinrton, December G, 1941,

Trenemite o meepage from the Presifent to Generzliesino
Chisng Kst-shek rRe@ging esurrort in tke war againat Japan.

SEE: Forelgn Relatione of the United Statee, 19U1, Vo1, IV,
The Far E=et, v. 730.

RLY 12/7/%6
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 9, 1941

MEMORANDUM FOR LAUCHLIN CURRIE:

Will you take this up with
the Army before speaking to Magruder
about 1t?

F.D.R.

Memorandum for the President from Hon. Lauchlin Currie,
12/2/41, in re suggestions relating to the American
Volunteer Air Corps now in Burma. States this group

nas now about 66 P-.0's ready for combat, about 90 pilots,
end 1?0 ground personnel. Tt needsz urgently some 20,000
pounds of spare parts to bring its strength up to
about 90 plenes and to give it ? months' reserve stock
of spares, In addition, for sustained combat, it will
require more ammunition, its present stocks being

million rounds of .30 caliber and half a million rounds
of 8% .50 caliber, We have in this wlunteer air group
the nucleus of &n American task force in Burma. Mr.

Launchlin suggests thet we explore the possibl ity of convert-
ing this group into a regular American task force, offering
the men their commisaions and ratings back, and rushing

supnlies and porszonnel to bring it and maintain it at full

etrength. Colonel Chennault, the officer in charge, is

a retired Air Corps officer who
General Arnold. Tf the President thinks
(over)

s 2 orhy ] * 1 1 %
: - 2 Ny Wmaprsnida
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is worth exploring, Mr. Currie would be glad to take it up
with the Army and to have Ceneral Magrunier ascertain
Chiang Kai-shek's reaction: . = .
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

December 10, 1941

My dear Mr. President:

The Chinese Ambassador just called to see me and
hae left with me this message addresced to you by
Generaliseimo Chiang Kal-shek. The text of the mes-
Bege 1s attached herewith.

I am having prepared a reply to be sent in your
name and I shall send you the text of the reply for
your approval before it 1s dispatched.

Believe me

1 fully yours,

Enc.

The President,
The White House.



Telegram to the President
From Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek
Chungking, Lecember 9, 1941

In this tragic hour when you %oo are
assailed Ly the treacherous aggressor tne pecple
of China renew their gratitude to the people of
the United States for tue understanding and help
that have been given us.

To our now common battle we offer all we
are and 8ll we have to stand with you until the
Pacgific and the world are freed from the curse

of brute force and endless perfidy.

Chiang Kal-shek

Ik w Deph Lfsﬂi
f)ulle{-;w : Dec, I‘fj\":P”J "Mje 508,
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Dr, T.V. Boong to the Under Seeretary of Stete (Welles),
Waghington, December 12, 1941,
Rerorte receipt of = ceble fram Generel Chiesm¥el-shek expressing
the opinion that a Ruselan declerstion of war ageinst Jepsn is
only e metter of time,

SEE: Foreipgn Beletions of the United Stetes, 1941, Vol. IV
e rar Eeat, vage 7Ub. : : ;

[Cory forwerded by Welles to FDR on Dee. 12, 1641)

RJ 12/7/5€



The Chelrmen of the Council of Minietere of the Boviet Unlon
(8t21in) to the President of the Chinese Executive Yuen (Chieng),
[Moecow, December 12, 18h1],

Exrlaine thest Rueele 1e carrying the prineirsl burden of
the war epainst Germeny and urges Chisngnot to ineliet thet Rueele
et once declere wer apeinet Jeapen.

SFE: Foreign Relstions of the United Stetes, 1511, Vol. IV,
The Fer Eert, rage T47.

[Treneletion received in the Dept., of Stete from Dr, T.V. Soong,
o/s Dec. 1A, Forwarded by Welles to FDR on Dee. 17 after Yelles
hed firet resd the meseage to FDR on the telephone.]

RLJ 12/7/56
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 12, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY
FOR MY SIGNATURE.

F. D. R.

Letter from C. E. Gauss, United States
Embassy at Chungking, China. 11/19/41
in which he gives President in broad
outline, his estimate of the present
position and possibilities in China,
viewed in the perspective.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 13, 1941.
MEMORANDUM FOR HARRY HOPXINS:
#ill you check up on this?

}ﬁ'D.R‘

Memo from Lauchlin Currie 12/8/41
attaching brief statement on current
status of shipments of material and

personnel to China, both by sea and
by air.
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) ,r-ﬂ THE WHITE HOUSE
tu,} WASHINGTON

December 13, 1941.

MEMORANDUM_FOR_THF. PRESIDENT:
Re: Far Eastern Situ-tion.

I understand thet you may discuss this with the Secretary of
War this afternoon. I thourht you would like to have the following
informstion immedistely.

Genersl Arnold zsked me if I could acquaint Chisng Kai-shek
with General Brett's mission end ask for full cooperation and extreme
secrecy. I did so through Lattimore and at the same time inouired about
plans for the joint defense of Burma, about which I am gravely econcerned
and which I discussed at some length with Generzl Gerow.

I received the following reply this morning from Lattimore:

"British have asked for one regiment Burma

but have admitted us to no confidence. Generzsl
Brett most welcome here especially if authorized
press British for real cooperation. Would
appreciate support your end."

I am further informed that the British have now reguested the
use of lend-lease materizl in Burma.

Chiang Kai-shek told General Masruder that any and all of his
resources, as well as his entire force, would be and were available
to act in any capsecity and full cooperation offensively whenever and
wherever they were recuired.

It seems to me that the British should be urged to take advantace
of this offer and reguest two or three divisions instead of one
regiment, and permit what lend-lease meterizl there is there to be
used by these divisions. This would permit the British to send more
Indian reinforcements to Malaya rather than to Burma.

Another possibility you may wish to consider is to have General
Brett remzain in the Far Fast for some time to organize lerge-scale
Ameriecan alr offensive operations; heve the British send a top-flight
officer to China and try to get some rezl ecooperation.

Is there anything you would like me to reply to Lattimore's
cables?

TR éfi:::};t

uchlin Currie
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 17, 1941.
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Ret Hongkong.

My Canadien friends are very sad over
the fact that all of the eguipment for their
force of 3,000 men thzt arrived in Honckong

only got as far as Manila.

W

Lauvchlin Currie
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 29, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Re:t Report from Colonel Chennault dated Dec. 27

The single squadron of the A,V.G. stationed at
Rangoon h=s taken part in two defensive actions.

In the first action on December 23, the sauuadron
shot down six enemy planes, losing two planes, two
pilots, and four plenes damaged. In the second action,
date unreported, the Japanese force was composed of
sixty bombers and eishteen fighters. The A.V.G. squadron
shot dovm thirteen fighters and four bombers. Its
losses consisted of two planes and two pilots missing,
and three more planes damazed.

The combined total of planes lost, missinz znd

damaged in these two actions is eleven, which probably
cuts the strength of the souadron in half.

s, B

Lauchlin Currie
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