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lleor !~ i e e Lelland : 

!~anile. , .- . I. , 
13 January 1941 . 

I c l1ppered ne r e yesterday f r o 1 Hongkong and plan 
t o r emain over one Cl ipper, f~y t o Honol ulu, anu t~~e ship from t ner e 
probably tne ~latso 1a . It seemed ''iee to r emain he r e long enough 
to get the f actors in the local situati on f ixed i n my mi nd . 

The >:eek in Hongkong was productive of condl oerable 
i nformat i on , a good deal 0 1 >Thi ch dove - t ailed >~itt: much t hat I had 
gather ed e l st:n:here . I had long ana quite satisf actor y talks w1 th 
~l adame Chiang Kai- shek and Nadame B. H. Kung. The former l a living 
w1t o the latter . Madame Chiang appeared t o me to be more mellow 
ana less pr ejudiced t nan 1n HanKow days. I spoke quite f r ankly 
of t he ·r~eaknee&e e ana 1ne1'1'1c•ency I had obse r ved i n t ue course of 
my t r avels and sues.-es ted "'aye and means by W11l.Ch they mi ght be 
corrected . She >~as recepttve and asked ror the na~es of men I had 
met who were bo .• eet, 1ntell1gent and possessed execut1ve ability . 
One r emarK or hers was most encour aging . Spet. k1ng of getting t o.1nge 
done she s aid: 11 I don ' t ca r e ~lhether a man i s a Co11 unlet or not . 
If he can do e. j oo I say t urn lt over to hi m ana le t hl m do it." 
Th t was quite a concess i on , I t hought , i n vt e· of t he iilar ked anti­
co~mu l et sa timent i n t ne government a t present . 

I also had a good talk with l~ adame sun Yat-een . 
In many r e spec t s she 1e sane r than e i t her of her mor e celebr a ted 
sisters . I fi nd I cnn t a l k to her witnout having t o guard aga i nst 
off ending her. She likes facts etraignt fro 'Q the shoulder . However, 
abe i e mone r e t i r ing t han e i t uer Ai- ling or 11ei- 11ng, and i s not 
a e effective on t ne pla~form . 

K. P. Chen >as enotner t o whom I spoke frankly . 
I tola hi m auout the wolfr am situation . He is hone~t and hue no 
strong polit1cal bias . 

hohever, my most i n terer ting i nror man t was a man 
who is high i n go, ernment. counsels , and whose name I am reluc t Pnt t o 
put on paper . Ooubtleet he had an axe t o grind - t hey all do -
but he 1s f or continued r eeietqnce , and he has split witn his 
colleagues on t r.1 s point . 

The gist of hie etory i s t n1s: Wang Shi h- chi eh , 
t ue Mi nister of Publ1clty , who i e t ne chief advi ser t o t c.e Genera.l.­
i ee i mo at pr eeent, i e t ne head of a pence group . Outwardly \•lang 
heads the pro- Americe n and Bri tieh group . It •·as he who told me 
a t Chungki ng, when I was tryi ng to deter mine ,1heth r t he Kuomint~ns 
had any spec i i' ic plan for T•Ov ing from t he period of Political 
Tutelage t o the period of Repre~;e ntati ve Govern•nent, t uE"t condi tiona 
had ct1auged since Dr . sun Yat- een enunci ated t ne Threo Principl es 
of tne People, and tha t lt might be neceP sa y t o modify them . 



Wang, 1t appears. has set auout to pr epa re the ground work for mediat lon by Yroeid ent Roosevelt. Efforts to secure ~ed1at1on by Germany and Italy , l n 1937- 38, f e lled, ar did an effort to secur e Brltl&h mediation in 1939-4·0 . Hle me t ••Od isthie: the Ambo.orador8 at •.~ashiugton and London are hls men . The~ create the atmosphere i n t hose r espec tive countrie s a e directed tA by Wang, and t hey maAe 
r epor ts t o tne Generalisr i mo a8 8USveeted by him. At Chungking hie men fore a ring around the Gen ral1ee1co which ma.iee i t ex­tremely difficult for t he latter t o rece ive infor=ation wnich l e not approved by 'liang. The char.ne.ls or infor.1ation are Curtner guarded by asEigning trul'ted 8Ubor i natee t o "cover" the American and Br 1 t 1 sh Amoasr.ador o i n Chungking. Han Ll -wu, 8ecret~ry of the Sino-Br1ti8h B~xer Inde~~ity ~und , do s t he Job for the British Ambassador, wnile Doctor Pan Shu -pai , Vice-~inieLer of Com unication, le-d s those wtlo try to ke ep •:r. Job: evn cuvered. _r e obJect of promoting ~ediatlon ie to keep the p: eFent C.L ique in power . ',1nng fe ars a populsr movement , and he feels th t one ir more i~mi ant t . e l onger tne •t~ar l nsts . I n thi 8 r _ cpoct t ue " pet:c~> " gro p a na 
t he extrema r1 ~:~h t group , woicn is f enning the anti-Co!llmuni et a ;:::.i t a­t1on , area actuated by tn same motive . 

The same 1nformunt told me tha t t he ::hl .. eee Am base dor to Berlin ie returning wi th peace terms from Hitler. Tney are uvout t ne ea;ne ae tu L st Japanese ter ms : a) 'Iii thdrawal of Japanese troops by stages ; b ) Removal of tne ang Ching- wei government ; and c ) Soluti on of ot.,er problems by !JO.L1 tical means. Ger many undert akes to guarant ee tue withdr awal of Japanese troops. 

I have i ~· fOI'Qed botto tne American and Brl tieh Amt aseedors or t he above deocribed eit.1ation in order that t uey may be on tueir guard, The obJective for wh1cu we suould et rlve 1n t hi a r espect is to ~et11fi~ormat1on dir ect to Chiang Ka1-enek . 

!low to summarize: Our interest in t he preeent situation , 1t seems to , e, 1& t o keep China actively r es1 Ptlng Japanese agyreesion. Unity wituin th ~ nation ie eeeent la.l . Any device we can uee 1n t . 1s direction w11 - be effective, for China looks to us for s.1pport a.d gu1da r.ce, We can also assist 1n str:.ighten1n0 out the motor transpob/'"' moss , and to promot e industrial development on the cooperative basis i r. order to stymi e Jap~.n ' e economi c penetration . ~·e enould gu rd against illoan1ng money unless we know how it >~ill be spent, for the loafers are nang1ng arouna. like vultures , waitin~ to get t .eir tteir hands on what everie lyino around unguarded. 

I 1. ie goOd to c;et a>1ay from tue envi ronment of s pying ana. censorship . The atmosphere of th ~h1 11ppines is ceean and free 1n comparison with any pnr t of Chi na - including llongkong- t oday . 

Yith kind regards, I am, 

£~ 
r . s . I will go directly to Ply11ou th , con .. ectlcut on my r eturn. 
~:hen o vero1ent for nim 1 wou~o. l i (e to talk to th:> Pr~ eldent . 



--.o 

Copy this l~tter tiled ith other 
relutel oorreo on1wa·c in Chi _ rol~e~ 
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HEADQUARTERS OF THE GENERALISSIMO 

Ju11 r Pr e si :l.e nt Roosevelt , 

Chwvki.n; , Szechu'lll 
China 
26 Febru" r." , 1941 

"lour kind l~tter of Jan\lllr:r t .ienty- thir·4 sent 
through Dr . Curri e hBs been recei v~::l . I "tmreci· te rl~>e oly 
the sssistaoce extended by your Government to Chin~ ~n· 
your personal r ega rds for oy \',elfarP . 

;)uring Dr . Currie 1 s visit ;:e ha ve ian sev<'r'll 
talks , and have exchanged views on •1 iffero1t suhj~>cts . 
'l'bese discussions , I fc~l certain , .till contribute in t: e 
improvement of China 1 s economic situati on . I h"lve l on' 
desired to bring to your attention vari ous probl ems now 
facing us . I am glad there.! ore , that thr-ough Jr. Curri e 
I have this long-wisl. e:d-for opportunity . I firnly bel i eve 
t hat hencefort h the frierrl ship bebeen our bo C'ountries , and 
t he ti es bindi ng us in the attainment of a common object 1·.i ll 
be further str engthened . 

:lay I assure you that I shall do ay part in helpir:~P, 
to further just and l asting peace , and to brinP, about a better 
world order--two aspirations .mich you hol rl so dear and for 
which you have worked unceasingly . 

For the rest I have requested Jr . Currie to con­
vey to you my hopes anA su~estions . 

".'i th perso1111l r egards , 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
:·:ashinr~ton1 !) . C. 
Uoited 3tates of Arrf:rica 

Yours sincerely , 

4t£ 
Chiane; !Vti -shck 
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HEA DQUA RTERS OF THE GENERALISSI MO 

President "i•'ranl:lin :.) . "" osevelt 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON . 

Warch n , 1941 . 

}.(Fl!QTtf.NrUtl FOO T!g_P '7SI DT NT: 

Attach~d i a a euavested draft 
of a l etter to Gfnrralis~imo 
Chi~n~ Kai-ahek, prepRrPd ~, the 
Stl\t A Depurtm.,nt t~ nd by me . I hope , 
b" the way, t t>nt I I'm corrFct in 
beliPVing t hat t he st ampn compri~r 
the i~aucs since tho foundati on o! 
the Republic . 

The State Depll rtmcnt sup,~ent.s 
that aft er being si1~Pd i t be 
returned to it !or transmi~sion 
t hr ou•h our embassy at Chungkin~ . 

-
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t.o u. ..tiNs -u ...,. 1 ... """'..u, rl.c to 
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(FOR) 
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Or1gln,l or th1a letter file! 
"!'toL oua i'eople" I" II e . 



Hetsd uarters of the Cener!lli .. l.n.u 

Deur Pre3ident Roosevelt , 

Chun r. 1a. 
~hir.u 
:<!6 eoru 

• • 

. 
.. ... t 

.tlchu n 

1941 

Your kir1d letter of J unul:iry twtlnty-t.hiru sent 
throu •h Ur . ~urrie h s Oeen received . I ppreoiute dee ly 
the liBI:Ii&t.anoe e>.tendeu lJy your vovernn1ent. t.o Chin!l und 
your persona.l rtos .. rds for ny welfare . 

purinv. ... r . '-urri e ' s vL;i, e ht.ve hud se'lcr .. l ta1..ts 
lind h1:1ve excht;,n ·od views on different suoject..:o . '.l'hctie 
aiscussions , I nel cert.ui.u , ,;1.11 co .• t.ri ... ute L the iC!­
prover:.ent of t.hine. ' a econorrio situ-tio'- • I h v~: lon"' 
desired to ori., ... to your 1ttention v•.riou.J urou1en s !lOw 
faci•1 us . I .:.m ·lt·d , therefore , t.t.!.t throu ll ur . Currie 
I huve this lone. - ··;'\.shed-for oppor tunity . I 1 i ru.1y r.;,elieve 
thut. hencefo1·th t.he friendship oetween ou1• two countries , 
and the ties bindilf, uu in the a;.te.irunent oJ u conmob OJ,1ect 
will oe further stren thencd . 

~ay I assure you that I shall do ny 
to further just md lust!:. i)e ... oe , .nd co 
oetter '"Orld order--two uspi.,.. tions 'lhich 
auJ for ;nich JUU huve worked unce-.siUt 1y . 

p rt in helpin~ 
ur L1 u oout a 
ou hold so C:e9r 

lor the rest, I h•Ve re~UdS.tw Lr . wurrid to convey 
to you ~ .. y hopes •nd cug ·esc ions . 

, ith person l regurds, 

Yours ,!luOU I'cJY 1 

President. l.,..;,.uic1111 l.i . Iloo::~evelt 

•. a.sain.•ton , l.i . <- . 
United vt~tes of •re ricy . 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

KDIOJWmW roa 

HOI. LAUOHLIN CtfRRU 

Will 7ou and the State 

D~~ent prepare repllee to 

the Oeneral11e1mo and Uadaae 

Oh1ang 1&1-lbek tor Mra. 

ftoo••••lt and .. , 

r. D. R. 

M<!morandum f or the Pr~><~tdent. , f'ron Lauchl in 
Curri.", 1/1'?/il advi..,inr t hat he has ~orne 
~ift~ from t he Generali~s~~o , and tha t hP 
will T"°CP1 VP Rnoth~>r Pi f t from Madame Chi I<Of' 
l{ai _., ~,,.k f or "'r" . rtoooev<>lt Etnrl othor pi f t!' 

bei rtl?'. ~"orwarued to Pres. and 1~r" . Roo-.evel t 
f'ro.., ur . Kllnf . F.nclO'<Po lPtt..!l· of ner'~onol 
,r,.,. t 1 n ""r'l'" t' ,e C.,.nf' r1' l t ,~+mo , t"fln'~lati on 
, r t"t"' Chinl'l'" in-.cri nt ion<~ on tJu:- seals 
t'rnc;~tlt to +n!> Pre'1idettt ro1d Mr., , noo.,ev~o!lt 

hv "'"'nE'r~ li <~<~ino ~mu '.lw.lame Chian~r 1\fl i-~h'lk, 

., /1 "Ill ~'r'>' f,r•llc!L..i n C•trri,., ner:1oranchJ m from 

'.lr . '-'urrie , Vll-./t:.. to .&i'l" Lnlumd , in rP 
'l"P"Ort on enc>ral qft.u'"t1on in C'ina , ~>tc, 



TllE WH ITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 15, 1941. 

I~EI!ORANDU!~ FOR 

HON . LAUCHLi l: CURRIE 

FOR YOUR Il'FOR!.:ATIOI; 

F. D. R. 



0 - T HE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH INGTON 

TO IU!:S LE H."t;I:' : 

Lnucrlln Curt"ie 

C:.l.....M .. ,jo o ... 

,_ 'f ' 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

In repl y reter to 
FE 033.1193, Currie, 
Lauchlin/23 

April 12. 1941 

My dear General Wateon: 

I t is believed that the President may be interested 

i n informati on contained in a deepatch of March 3, 1941 

received by mail from the American Ambassador at 

Chungking with regard to Mr . Lauchlin Currie's recent 

visit to China. 

In the despatch 1n question Ambassador Johnson 

states that}~. Currie's visit undoubtedly accomplished 

a good purpose and that all members of the Chinese Gov-

ernment feel more confident ot the future, a e t hey look 

upon Mr. Currie's vie1t as definite evidence that the 

United Ststee is seriously interested in China's future 

and will continue to give additional assistance to China; 

that Mr . Currie ' s investi gations may be compared in a way 

to an audit as they brought more clearly to the attent ion 

of the Ch1neee Government many weaknesses and problems; 

Major General Edwin M. Watson, 
Secretary to the President, 

The White House. 

that 



that an excellent opportunity was affor ded by the visit 

for a thorough check-up of the country's present state 

of affairs and for d iscussion of major p r oblems with an 

economic expert; t bet the visi t gave the Chinese Govern­

ment considerable encour agement; and t hat Chinese offi­

cials unquestionably appreciate the valuable advice 

which t hey r eceived f rom ~~ . Currie. 

Mr. Johnson reported also t hat the press at Chung­

king had commented at some lengt h on Mr . Currie's visi t 

and that the comment was without exception of a f avorable 

na ture. 
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AID FOR CIIINA tniDER THE LEASE- LEND P'>OGRA!J 

Aid for China i s 611 intee;r '\l p~rt of the le:1oo-lond progrom. 

The administrative l'lll.Ohinery for effectuating this aid has already 

baen put in cot ion. The Chinese Government has sul:ei tted a list 

of its requirements and these r equiraoents ore beins analyzed and 

processed. Items in which we expect to oxtend ai d to Chinn ns 

soon as possible 1ncludo conbot planes, o.rt illery, r a·• mat erial 

tor Chinese arsenals , tanks , sienelling equipnent, trensport 

equipment and quarte~ster supplies. It i s anticipat ed that 

requirements ~y amount to ~omething like half e billion dollars . 

1 - Y I 

,1 .... ,) 
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f>- c-. ct-. •. '! ~ • --.r . , _'I I 

UfA,_.,_ t.J, l r .!(, • .) 
I r f~ ... .l 

llothing Ms happ.;n i in recent days to altE-r in the 

sli~htost tho Amer i cnn Oov~rnmont 1 s anno~ncrd policy of 

aidin,• the vict ims of &f" rresdon. China i s definitely one 

of .he victims of a1pression and aid is b<'in,t; ext~ndnd t o 

China ~dcr the l ease- l fnd pro~ram just ac i t i s bein~ 

exttnded to ot hAr vict ims of A~gression , includin , Gree t 

Britain, Yugos l avia •nd Greece. In each case ai d i r being 

rushed to t he full limit. pPJmitted b,r statute and bv t he 

requirements of our o1.n defense . 
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TH E W HITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

lle.y 1, 1941. 

Jm{.ORANOO:II FOR 'l'liE PRESIDl!Nl': 

Re: Publicity in Connection with Air 
lllssl on to China . 

Did you have 1n <>ind socnbi~~g al.ong 

the lines or the att ached? 

~0 
"),.,-::;;;:in Currie 

• 



May 1 , 191.1. 

DRAFT OF DIRtCTIVE TO BRIGADIER GENERAL CLAOETT 

UPON YOUR ARRIVAL AT ClllltnKI Ki YOU ARE AUTHORIZED AND 

I NSTRUCTED TO IU.K1: THE FOLI.OU'IKJ STATDIDn TO THE PRESS cor;cERNOO 

YOUR IIISSI ON 1 

CO!.IUANDER W.COONALD, LIEUTENANT COLON<:L GEORGE AND I , 

CONSTI TUTING AN AI R l.!ISSI ON , HAVE CO!lE TO CHINA UNDER INSTRUC-'TI ONS 

OF OUR OO'V Rl!IIENT I N RESPONSE TO AN INVITATI ON OF THE CHIW E 

OOvtJWIE:l'l' . TKF PUJiP(,SE OF QUi; VI I' I~ "'f' STUDY THE CI!Ir-.'ESE 

AIR FORCE, I TS FACILITIES, AJ;o I T::! OPUlATIONS. YiE SHALL RruAIN 

AS LOtn AS I S NECESSARY TO INFORl.l OURSELVFS THOROUOHLY ON THESE 

II.ATTERS. 



-
Publi~he.l in 
Po 1 I I I'HbO r 
\-leL rin"' 

P ~ R T ,, \ \ G E S 

31-/K"- ~'+"' 5" 
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THE WH ITE H OUS E 

WASHINGTO N 

May 10, 1941. 

Jmo:ORA!IIXJI.I J'OR '!HE PRESIDE!IT: 

Re: Chinese Alre~rt Progrnm 

In connection with your cons idera tion 
of tbe tenta tive a ircraft progr'l.lll t or Chlna 
which I eubmitted yenterday , you ""'Y fln<l 
the att ached docu:enta or •~e interest . 
The one wi thout a title was pr epar ed ~ the 
Chinaao M1oa1on bere ani the otbor ~• 
written by Dr. Hornbeck. 

cxf?- -~ c < 

Lnuehlin Currie 
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Singapore ia the key to the weatern Peoifio and the Indian Ocean. Its posi­
tion determines the control of eeatern Aaie regardleaa of the fate of the Phil­
ippine• · All steps taken ao far by Japan indicate their intention to propare tor a 
move again.at Singapore. 

One may aeawae that although Singapore ia well fortified, small British land, 
sea, and air forces there are likely to find it diff icult to auatain for long the 
full impeot of the Jepaneae fleet, air, and land for ces unlees outside aoaietance 
be given. 

The recent Soviet-Japanese pact has enabled Japan to r elease at l east ten 
crack divisions and some five hundred f i rst line planes now ill Manchuria fo r 
operation in other theaters of war . 

Singapore oculd be saved by active i ntervention of the entire United States 
fleet with its attendant dangers and complications. 

Th&rG is , bow&ver, a powerful means to check Japan.eae attack on Singapore 
and t he South Seas or to assist in the effective defence of the beleaguered key 
fortress, without the intervention of the Unit ed States fleet , and that is the 
creation of a small but efficient air force ill China . 

This force would c<>osti tute a threat to the rlonk of a Japanese advance 
southward. Evory Japanese rnovo, coneantrationa on Formosa or Haina.n, eo.nvoys 
of transports into China, Siam, or further west, transport of troops across Indo­
Chi na, and above all, Japanese air concentrations in Tonkill and Cochin China would be 
watched systematically, but more important, exposed to constant attack and diversi on. 

The configuration of southeastern Asia exposes Japan to such action on the 
part of an efficient hostile air force. Such a force l ocated between the Burma 
frontier and tho province of Kweichow, mostly on high plateaus , has only to cover 
some 350 miles to reach tbe Japanese air concentrations at Hanoi, whore hundreds 
of planes are crowding the few airports which t he topog raphy of the country per­
mits to utilize. Further, ~would interfere with Japanese military transports 
and troop concentration on Formosa, Hainan, Paraoels I sland , which are all within 
easy range . The force could as easil y attack concentrations of Japanese planes, 
troops, and shipping i n southern Indo-China and Siam. 

The Japanese are sprawled all over China and the existence of this air force 
would enabl e tho main body of the Chinese regular armies to undertake counter­
offensive operations with good assurance of success , which they cannot do at 
present until so provided with the requi site air arm. The Japanese armies in 
central China depend exclusively for their supplies on the long and winding 
Yangt&e, which provides an ideal target for an air force operating on interior 
lines . '~1 th the initial s t rength of the new air for ce t he Chinese troops could 
launo.h counter- attacks, the main purpose of which would be not only to hold exist­
ing Japanese forces in China but to compel the continuous di.spatch of strong re­
inforcements . 

Finally, the maio industrial areas within Japan, the triangle Kobe, Kyoto , 
Osaka, as well u Yokohama and Tokyo, could be attacked by bombers operating from 
exiati~ air fields in Cbilla. 



All the abo•• objecti••• can be achie•ed efficiently and eucceeefully by a 
force of 600 planee compoeed of 360 pureuit and 160 bombero. The exiotin& linea 
of communie&tion rrom porte of entry from tho weat pendt to oupply and maintain 
in the field such a rorce, and would be doubly aaeurea i' urgently oupplomented 
by aome 35 traneport planee of the DC- 3 typo. Tho American operated China National 
Airways Corporation eotimate that thio would give an additional capacity of 4000 

ton• monthly .from the rail bead in Burma and oTer the moat difficult eection of 
the 1111..- hir;hway. 

The full etren&tb ot 600 plano• oould be reached by three ·~••. 

The fi rs t a t&«e when the 100 P-40'• now on the -tor roach China and the 
pilota and r;round c rewe now volunteerinr; for aervice are already in the field . 
In July t he force of purauita could begin protecting the waya of acceaa to China 
and particularly the Bu rma highway. 

Second otago . A force ready to operate in September and composed of 200 

purouita and 100 bomber• could be conatitutod if immediate docilicn were taken 
and intense proparaticna wor e cado to aupply an additional 100 pureui ta and 100 

bombers to be ahippod durinr; the 1:10nth of Mt.y. 

Third ota,&O• By tho fi rat of liovomber a full fo rce of 500 oratt would be 
ready to operate by ohipltent in June and July of 160 pursui to and 50 bombers . In 
addition, r oplaoemenh at tho rate of 15% would han to be provided. 

Tho gradual deYol opment of the operations would by then permit the full force 
to a t tack all tho objectives at the end of the rainy s eason. From the fi rst of 
Uovember there ie oix months of clear weather over Surma and Yunnan , permitting 
extensive oporatione . Thus preparato ry work would be accomplished under the 
cover of bad weather and the fo rce woul d be ready to operate at the beat season, 
pro•ided ~ediate deoieion and requisite practical stops are taken , which would 
i~ly certain diTeraione of planes , equipment, and personnel , and concentrated 
preparetion (i noluaing tho question of shipping) . 

Permission baa already been obtained to recruit pilote and ' rOunQ crews for 
the P-40•s already on tho way. If permiaeion ia given to recruit an additional 
150 pilots and 300 technical men for ground crows , the personnel ot the force 
could be in the f ield by the end of July. There are 1200 Chinese pilots and a 
large number of g round crews available in China1 one-third experienced , one­
third with fighting experience , and tho remainder requi ring mo re training, and 
the exiatonoe of thia renders it possible to limit tho number of tho foreign 
me=he rs of the force , 

With thia pereonnel and air craft in operation this autu:m, not only the 
determined Japaneee .OYe toward the oouth oould be pre•ontod or rendered diffi cult, 
but should this covo materialize, vitally effect1To aaaistance would be afforded 
to the defender s or Si ngapore and the Dut ch Eaat Indies by OODII tant attacks in the 
rear of the ene~ forcoe . 

To eum up o 

Effective air operations 1n China ahoul d fol low a ca refully planned pr og rnm 
wbioh includes the pr ocurement, shipment, aaeembly, and operation of specified 
type• of airplan .. in or der to a ttain preeoribed tactie&l and atrategieal objecti TO I . 
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The general outline of: such a program folloYis . 

First Phase 

Aitplanes Jl4cuired: 

1 . 100 bombardment, oodified Lockheed Hudson type , 
2 . 100 pursuit, P- 40 type . 
3 . 100 pursuit, P- 4.3 type . 

llote: Of: tbe above l i s ted airplanes , 100 P-40 1 s havo blen 
procured and are en r oute to China. 

Volunteer Personnel: 
1 . 100 pilot s . 
2 . 160 technical and clerical. 

Note: These men are now being employed. 

Tactical Objectives: 

1. Def ence of air bases, Burma highway, supplies in transit and 
in storage in Yunnan province and industrial establishments 
in vicinity of Kunming, Yunnan, by: 

a . Local operation of pursuit air planes . 
b . Co\U\ter-offensive oper a tions of bombardment airplanes . 

Str ategical Objective: 

To force the Japanese to divert a por tion of the air force now 
availabl e for expeditionary usc to the defence of his bases in 
Indo-China and counter offensive oper ations in Yunnan province . 

Time Schedule: 

1 . The 100 pursuit airplanes , P- 40 type , mny begin 1n1 tial 
opera t ions early in July, 1941. 

2 . The 100 bombardment airplanes , Lockheed Hudson type, and 
100 pursuit airpl anes , P-43 type, oay begin oper ations 
early in Sspteober 1f the airplanes of both cl asses are mnde 
available w1 thout delay. 

Second Phase 

Air planes Requi red : 

1 . Maintenance of initial strength of: 

a . 100 pursuit, P-40 type ; 
b. 100 purs uit, P-4.3 t ype; 
c . 100 bombard!uent, Lockheed Hudson type , by r egular monthly 

roplacemont of l osses . 

2 . Provision of additional airplanes of follo"inll classes, types , 
and numbers : 

a . 100 pursuit, P- 43 or P-47 . 
b. 50 pursuit, P- 39. 
c . 50 bombardment, Lockheed Hudson, B-26 or B-23. 
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Volunteer Personnel: 

l . Increase vol\llteor perooMel as follows : 

a . Pilots, 150 additional . 
b . Technical , clerical, 250 additional . 

Tactical Oblectives l 

1 . Defence of nll eatelbHehl:lents in Yunnan pr ovince . 
2 . Attack Jo.panooe a.it• basoo in Indo-Chino. and on Hainan Ioland. 
3. At tack Japanese supply dumpe in Indo-Chino. e.nd Hainan Island . 
4 . Attack Japanese eupp!y vossele , transportn, tankers , and 

scall naval veaeele in harbors of Indo-Chino. and Ha.i.nan Island 
and at sea betwoen those places. 

5. Occasional ra.ida on Japanese industrial estebliah:lentG in Japan . 
6 . Att...ck Japanese oupp!y veasala on Yangtze River . 
7 . Support of often Give oper .. tions of Chinese anal.oo . 

Strategical Objectivea: 

1. Force diversion of considerable portion of aveUable J apanese 
air force to defeneo of Japaneoo cstoblishmenta on south China 
coast e.nd in Japan and to counter-offensive opero.tions in 
interior of China . 

2 . Enable Chinese ar~~~ieo to as3Uille offensive oporntion3 which wU1 
mako necessary heavy reinforcement of Japanese troops in China . 

J . DestructiCI'\ or J apaneoe oupplies and supply ships in order to 
handicap operotionG of an expodi tionary force to t he south of 
Indo-China . 

4 . Destruction of Japanese f actories in order to cripple pro­
duction of munitions and essential arti cl es for maintenaneo 
of eeonoaic structure in J apan . 

Tiae Schedule 

1. The increase of the a.ir foree fro" 300 to 500 air planes (350 
pursuit and 150 botDbardZIIent) should be co.cpleted by October 
31, 1941. 

Ylhen the r ailway between the Burmn Road and Siang Iun is col:lplotod , and 
thio could be effected by Juno, 191.2, cufficiont ca.rt1-in8 cnpoc1ty t;ould be 
amply provided for the maintenance in tho fiold of 1 ,000 coobat planeo, or 
indood any strength 1 t is dosirod to build up to . 



Nagaat.ld. 
Kobo 
Oo&ka 
Tokyo 

UBLB OF APPROXI!'.u'!! DI STAllctS lll STATUTE tGU:S 

Hainan (IUW~&ohcw) 
Formoaa (Taihoku) 
Faracola leland. 
Hanoi 
Saigon 
Bangkok 
Si~Molaya border line 
Singapore 
l'.anila 
Soorabaja 
calcutta 

Chuchow Hen5chow 

730 1150 
1060 1485 
1085 1510 
1355 1780 

KWU!ling 

610 
1190 
600 
335 

1025 
805 
13~ 

1655 
1~ 
2380 
950 

!anoho>r !Uan 

1060 1020 
1410 1360 
1435 1385 
1690 1645 

Ki<eilin 

380 
720 
590 
4JO 

1055 
1045 
1520 
1750 
lOJO 
2JOO 

Hani1a 

1460 

1780 
2010 



December 4, 1940 

Revised April 23 , 1941 

The importance or Singapore to the defense ot 
the British Isles and the British Empire and 
to the interests ot the United States . 

1. The importance or Singapore to the immediate 

detense ot ~ British Ielee lies i n the raot that any 

major naval power based in Singapore coul d command the 

Indian Ocean and the marit i me routes ot access t o the 

raw materials and man power or India, Malaya, and most ot 

the Dutch East Indies. While the British Isles could 

perhaps carry on without access t o these materials and 

to t his man power , the eff ect or such a loss upon the 

economic and financial resources ot the Briti sh Empire-­

a vital f actor in the detense or the British I s les--would 

be considerable. Such a lose by seriously weakeni ng our 

own economy (rubber , tin, Jute , quinine, vegetable oi ls , 

tungsten, antimony, mica are among the suppl i es tha t 

might be lost to ue) woul d adversely affect the ext ent of 

our economic aid to the Briti sh Isles . 

2. More important, the Briti sh Isles cannot carry 

on i n a defensive position t or an i ndefinitely pr olonged 

period. However strong defensively, they must in time 

succumb unless a sustained off ensive can suocesetully be 

launched against Germany. It is from t his point ot view 

that 
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thet Singapore asqumes its gre~te~t im~ortnnce in the 

~efense--ne ~ireoted t o ult i mate eurvivel-- or the Britieh 

! glee ; Le ., the 12r!g-trrm defense of .!l:l§. I c.les . 

Fron, point or vie•·• of ult im~te offensive aot1on 

against Ger~:~any , the Eastern !led1terranec"' e.r.d the Near 

Ec~t are areas of maJor ~nd of obv1ou~ importance afford­

ing e. a t hey do ( 1) the key to an 1nves1on of Eu.r ooe through 

the di se.ft'eoted oooupi'!d countries of the Balkans or 

through a weakened and perhape collaoeing Itely and (2) a 

possi ble meane of once more br1ngin~ into act1nn against 

t he Axi s the Frencn foro"~ in Syria and in North Africa. 

The s i gni f i cance of Sin~re to the defense of the Eritieh 

position in thf' Near East lies in its dominetion of the 

only r emr.i ning eff ective line~> of communication for the 

eupoly of materials and troops to that area . I f the 

Japanese gained ooseeeeion of Singaoore it would seem that 

they could not only cont r ol Maley9. and the Netherl3.nds Enet 

Indi ee but most o r all of the Indi an Ocean £.!! Nell. (See 

attached ewnnary of distances f r om S1nga0ore t o verious 

pointe . ) 

Troo0 reinforcements fo r the British forces i n the 

Ne v. r East come from Australia, Ne~1 Zealand , India , Burma , 

South Afrioe and/or the British I sles. Suo~liee for these 

forces come from oome or all of the forego ing areas nnd/or 

from 
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from among the f ollowing: Mal~ya , the Net her lands East 

IndiBc , and the Western HPmieohere . Ao Brit ish naval 

power cannot eneur~ unint errupted oaesag~ o f the 

Mediterranean by Briti sh transport~ or by Brtt i eh merchant 

vessel~ (even though the increasi ngly doubtful aseu~ption 

be made th~t the AY.i e powPrs wi l l at no timP during the 

wer be able to close the Strait s of GibrAltar ) , t he only 

sure (for the present) r oute of accee~ to thp Near East 

f r om the a r eaP named above i s vi a the I ndi an Ocean to the 

Gulf of Aden and t he Red Sea . 

3 . I t must elso be remembered thet one ~f Brit~in ' s 

major ~~eapons against G~rrnany i s thE' blockacJP . The role 

of Sue?. and of the EaRtern Med 1t~rranean in t hE' enfor cement 

of t he block~d p is readily ap~erent . Singapor e 1 F role 1e 

;1ar dly of le se a1gn1ficance . Thll regions of the I nt'l i an 

Ocean an~ of the Pacific eaPt ward and southward snd 

north~·ard from Si ngapore are val't r eservoirs of suppli es. 

•.Ybil e Gr eat Br itain oontt'ols the r oute A t o t hose r eservoirs , 

Germany can be kept in l11.rge mea'!ure from dre~:ing on th'!!m . 

Should Gr eat Brita i n lo~e that control , not only 11ould t he 

British I sles be deprived of t hose eun oliee but tho~e 

suppli es t<ould in substantial 111eaeure be ma~e avai lable 

to Germany--via t he Per P I ~>n '1• tlf end the 0'lsp1en and via 

Vladivostok . I n the event of loeP by the Briti sh bot h of 

Singa.,ore 
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Singepore Rnd of t heir ooeition in the Near E~et , t he 

Axi s Power s would have direct and full aocee~ to each 

other and t hes e runol1es could, therefore, be made 

directly availabl e to Germany ~;1th the r esult that all 

effectiveness of the s trat egy of the blockade would be 

l.o at . 

In brief , were Sin@:Aoore t o be taken by J apan, 

Greet Britain' s tasks , both of (1) defending the Bri tish 

I sles and of ( 2 ) wi nning the ~:ar , ltould be rendered 

va Ptly more di f f icul t anc her chances of eurvivel be 

grea t ly d i minished . 

4 . Singaoore ie, furthermore , 1moortnnt from ?Oint 

of view of more obviously direct interes t s of the United 

St ates . ~/ere Singapore t o f al l , t he blockade of Chi na 

(excep t for the lnadequate a nd unreliable nor thwest r oute 

from Russi a ) couln be made complete and t he defea t of 

China by Japan would be facil i t r ted. The control over 

the natural resources of the South Seas aree which Japan 

would acquire 1f it took Singapore has already been 

innicet ~d . Our own position in the Philippines-- a f ar 

mure val'.lable possession both economicall y end strategicall.y 

than i s usually r ecognized--l•ould, of course , be E>t r a tegi­

cally preJ ud i ced. 

It is i n it s effect uoon China ' s r es istance , hol1-

ever, that the fal l of Singapore to J apan woul d moet 

conclusively 



-5-

conclusively affect (adver sely ) the direct int ereete of 

the United States (other t han and in adcUti on t ? our 

i nt eres t in survival of the Briti sh Empire) . Were China 

t o succumb, we ~·ould be less able then now to pr otect 

our int erest s in the Far East . Our historic Far Eastern 

pol icy and our \(hole pos i t :l.on in the Far East ~~ uld be 

seriously compromi sed. Not the least of the di sastr ous 

results of China ' s defeat w::>nll" be a ser ious dr op , as a 

r esult of such ~ blow t o our pr eP.tige , in popular morale 

i n t hi s count r y and i n t he morE>le of the peopl es of South 

America . The only remaining counter \·:ei ght s to the po1·•er 

and infl uence in the Far East of J apan would be t hose of 

Russi a . \Hth the colla!)SE' of Chi na, J apr.n 1·rould be 

master in East Asia and in the South Seas , and J apan woul d 

be abl e to dra1·: freely upon China• s natural resources and 

man p01•er. The security of Australi a end Ne1·1 Zealand--

t o both of which we are bound by increasingly strong 

t 1 es--1~ould be endanger ed. In all el i t ion , J apan 1 • access 

to the gr eat economic r esources of India I"Ould be definitely 

factl itateCI and Japane!;'e political influence i n I ndi a 

vrould 1ncret>.ee . 

The increase i n J apan ' s strensth vis- a-vi s the United 

St ~t es which woul d result f r om t heee various developments 

would be notable , and J apan' s abi lity to challPnge our 

economic 
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~co~c~1c ( an~ bPforP long our ~olitical) position in 

Central and s~uth America would be vastly i ncreased. At 

t he same tt~A , our general co~mPrcial and strategic oosi t i on 

would be coneidPrebly lfeakened--hy o•.1r leeR of the Chinese , 

I ndi an And South Seas mar kets for our exports (and by our 

loss ~f muoh of the Japane~P market for our goooP , a r 

Japan wou\d become more ~d ~ore self- suff i cient) as well 

as by inevitable reetrictton e uoon our fcces P t o the rubber, 

tin , quinine , jute , tungf ten , tun~ oil end ot her vital 

materials of the A~ien and Oceanic regions . 

5 . It has been sugge~t ed t hat Japan ~·ould be only 

too glad to s el l t o the Briti sh and t o us the product s 

of thP r egi on, and th:lt in f not , therefore, our (ant1 the 

British) economic o1tuation would not be adversely af fected. 

The fate of Briti sh and P~erioan trade in Manchuria end 

in North China i s persuasive evidence tha t our (and 

British) e~ort tr'l.t'P tiould certa i nly suffer . Whet her 

Japan 1 s abi lity to dictllte t he t erms U"on ~·hlch ~1e coul d 

acquire ruboer , tin and other products t··ould also Pr ove 

harmf ul t ? us in t imes of peece need not conc ern us . 

The .,resent and the i Jtrr.edi !l.t e tutureP are t i tne!l of .J::!l!:• 

and i n the war t hat 1s raging not only 1 e J aoan an open 

if nonbell i gerent partner of Germany and I toly but the 

United Stetes is ~cenly a i ding Gr eat Brita i n and Chinn. 

J "" l' n 
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Japan muet- -wht1e and eo l ong as eh~ is an ally of Germany-­

aid Germany 1n the latter ' s ~t temot t o de~troy the Br1tiPh 

Empire , and toward t hat end J apan muet give Pup~ort t o 

Ger~e~y 1 s atte~pts to hamstring t he British i n t heir 

operations--bot h general and ?nrt!ouler--of resiet ru1oe . 

Cons~quently , were J epen to aoqu\re control of 61ngn1)ore 

( i. e . control of the key 11aye t o the vast natural r e110urces 

of Asi a and the South Seas) it could not with any warrant 

b~ expected t hat she •;JOuld freely sell to t he Briti sh or 

to us--we being Britain ' s ~reet eet er~orer end suppli er-­

what we eever~Jly and Jointly need (with our expanding 

requir ement s) of the str a tegi c materiels of the Orient. 

6 . There is little 1f any war rant for the vi ew , 

rather lightly n~vancpd in varioue quartPre (and made 

witl-J~n~ -:-:r,.•1derati on of the above-enumer ated r eesons ~·hy 

successful J apanese aggrese1on south~·ard would rrnke 

Germany' s detest far l ee£ likely) , t hat, if rnd when 

Germany shall have been def ePted , 1t ~~ould be an easy 

matt er tor Greo.t Srita i n and/or the United Stc.tee to put 

Japan out of any advanced ~os1tions which J~pnn ~ny or 

m1gr.t have taken while British and American attention 

and effort s were concentr ated upon or obl ernP in t he Atlar~t1c 

and in Eur ooe. Were thA J apanese dur i ng t he pr eAent uar 

to occupy Si ngnoor e :·1! thout :1t\V 1 ng had t o :>ny e. huge 

prtoe, 



- 8-

price, the Jap~~eee £m~1re vould ~e ~t the end ot t he w~r 

A v ~:.ry differ ent enti ty f r om that l 'hlch 1t 1CJ t oday , an 

ent ity much mor e ~owerful i n a mi l itary ePn~r t han it i s 

now. I I! t i\erP any 1·arr-'Jlt tor c.n ~I'Ru~-=-tion that at t hat 

poi nt t he !:'riti sh 1-/0Uld be $C '001- erful t hat t hf'y './ould 

and cot:.ld move wi t h eucc e oe agains t such a J ap:;> n ~fl lofOUld 

then eYi st? I t tray ~-'t>ll be doubted , aleo , wneth~r the 

oeo'Ole ot t ht' Uni tt'd St .. te~ w:>ul" at that poi nt be ~·111-

ing to embnrlt upon far- flung overseas ::>pPrl'tions for t he 

mer e pur ?oee of driving t he J~paneee out of ~oints in 

t:hich t hey had estc.bl1eht>d t hemeelvej; :::n the wester n l' i de 

ot t he Pac ific . 
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Distances from Singapore to variou.s pointe, in statute 

miles by Great Circle measurements--

West coast of Ceylon - 1700 miles. 

(Note1 If Singapore could not be defended, certainly 
Ceylon could not be--from Colombo to the mouth of 
the Gulf of Aden it ia 2000 miles and from Colombo 
to the northwestern tip of Sumatra it is 1100 miles. 
Furthermore, Italian East Africa would be available 
for minor bases, thus permitting the distances from 
Colombo to the coast of Italian East Africa--2000 
miles at the mouth of the Gulf of Aden; 2700 miles 
at the frontier between Kenya and Italian East Africa-­
to be halved. Bases at Singapore, Sumatra, Colombo 
and Italian East Africa would give Japan control of 
the Indian Ocean with consequent ability to blockade 
India and to cut all communications to the Gulf of 
Aden.) 

Mouth ot Gulf of Aden - 3700 miles. 

Northwestern point of Australia - 1800 miles. 

(From Java, which is controlled by Singapore, the 
distance is 1200 miles.) 

West coast of Borneo - 400 miles. 

Southern tip of French Indochina - 450 miles (thus con­
trolling Gulf of Siam.) 

Jolu in Sulu archipelago of Philippines - 1250 miles. 
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.. 1 15, 1941 

.Ce&r Lnueha 

I t 1a qni -;o dl r icht to ao ebelld end neaoti ete 

re~~r41~b the ft i~ pr o&r Ra or any o~he~ tb1ni lhat the 

Chinese roque.st =ut J. don 1 t r •.nt. to l .Qpl y thut 1 11111 

a t tllill tl::W in f i.. VOr or '1 0 )' or t he i•I"O!>OilC. la. 

ObYiously t hJ t e~ ~~ly be finally r.o r ked o ut 1n 

relution~~ip to our ' hole ~i~lt~ry probl Qa &OU tbe 

neide of ourselves And the Br1tiab. This s hould be 

t nken up .ith Cenoru Burn~ ano OMI!r r.l Arnold . 

Tery si~cerely your•, 
I 

(,.!. t. 

The llonorable 
l.lucblia Currie 

HLH/lmb 

' 

_ .. 



Dt pnrhnrnt of •tat~ 

F."iCJ.OSURF. 
TO 

f,elttr dralltd 

AUUMU8WU TO 

The President 

•' -•·-.. --. I JOal 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

W ASHI NGTON 

~lORANDUM FOR HARRY HOPKINS : 

For preparat i on of reply 

to Currie . 

F . D. R. 
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THE: WHITE: HOUSE: 

WASHINGTON I 

Ill\)' 9, 1941. 

lffilORANDUU FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

Re: Aircratt. Progra:!l for ChiM, 

After spending a lot of tL~ trying to 
inform ~self on the general aircraft pro'lram and 
the various factors that have to be borne in mind, 
I have worked out a tentative program tor the balAnce 
of t his year . I don ' t think it will disrupt in any 
signifi cant degree the Army or Britbh programs And 
I believe t hat , t hough modest , it is probably a s 
l arge as th'J Chinese can handle this year . I need 
not emphasize the actual import3llce of establishing 
a decent air force in China, nor the p~cholo~cal 
il:!portance of an early deten:dnation of a progr am 
that the Chinese can count on. 

llay I proceed to negotiate with the Army and 
the British on this tentative progrrun vdth the 
understanding that while you arc prepared to accept 
modifications in tho plan, nevertheless you approve 
or tha general magnit udes involved? This would 
give me a basis for negotiation. 

Lauchlin Currie 



Way 9. 1941. 

A TEN1'ATI YE AIRCRAFT PllOOIWI FOR CHINA 

The follo;<i.n ~ progr am 18 desi~~d to supply China in 1941 with 244 purouit ships, 112 bombers , )40 trainers and 22 transport planes. 

1 . Pursuit Shipg, 

a. The Bri t i sh are prepared to rel ease l4L air-cooled ensine Vultee 48 c• a . This force could be replaced and aup .. ntf'd by the release o,y our Army 1n the tirat six ~nths or 1942 of their 147 air­cooled Republic P 43' s as the more advanced P 47 ' s become available. 

b . In order t o replace and aupcnt the initilll. Chinese pursuit !orce ot 100 liquid-cooled Curti ss P 40 now en route, the Army could r elease 100 P40B, as the more advanced P 40 D' s and E1 s come into production. This relellse could be continued in the Cirst hslt of 1942. 
2. Sombor14 

I t i s sug~eated thst the Army release 40 of i ts older B 18 bo~rs, or which i t has 258, and which, thoueh slow, are suit~ble !or ni ght bombing. I t i s f urther sug~reted that the Army and the Britioh relenae tro~ current production 72 botlbers up t o t he end of 1941 aceordine to th .. folloldnc; schedule: 

3 each monthly from t he Army and the British in Yay, June And 
Jul:y. 

4 each monthlJ in A~{USt and Septemb~r . 
5 each monthly in October end November. 
6 each in December . 

A gradually increasin~ monthly schedul~ could then be provided !or throughout 1942 to provide for replacement& and additions. 

3. Trainers . 

Heavy emphasis should be placed ~ediotel:y on the creation of a first-class Chinese air force . To t his end i t i s aug&estcd that a group of instruct ors under the charge ot a tirs t - claas ar-zy flying school o!ficer be sent to Chinn. I t i e further suggested that 340 advanced and primary t rainers be diverted from the production or 7,170 scheJuled tor the army this year . A tent>\tive schedule odoht be as follows: 

lolay 20 
June 30 
Jul:y 40 
AU'fU3t 50 
September 50 
Oct.ob«!r 50 
Novemb«!r 50 
December 50 



- :>-

) . transport. Pl&n~s . 

I t is aug~ested that ttn additional B-l81s be released by the ~ for this purpose and that. t.he twelve DC)' s now det.l\i.led t o Al"lf(f generals be released, Por pi'lrsonsl A~ transport. service here the two-engined Beecl tcr~, seating s ix and taster t hen the DC3 1 a , would appear to be a desirable substit.utlon for DC)•s. 



The attached tentati ve prosru would c&ll for the follo':ifli 
schedule of dolivertea: 

!nvn~d I !lAY IJune iJul.YIAug.l§ept , loot . !Nov, IDee. I 
l st 6 mos . 

1942 l. f.IU'!!\!it. S!J;!.I!S 1 
Vultee P 48C 5 7 10 15 20 2e 22 2) 20 Curtiss P LOB 20 20 20 20 20 ? Republic P 43 l47 Tot Ill 

2. Bon\hf;n 
B 18 40 
Other medi u:u 

or light 6 6 6 8 8 10 10 l2 ? 

) . Tr~<iners 

:.o JO 40 50 50 50 50 50 

L. Tr~<nsoort. 
BlB 10 
DC) 3 3 3 3 
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FrOil r.10at reliable oourcoa oril"inotHne fruM JnP'U' 1t is 

O.tween Ge~..,~ny, !tilly Mrl .Japan on too 6tb of J•>ly, cov ·I~· on 
tho on. hand reco!(nit1nn of .rapanese sr• wos of 1n•n,.eet, •nd on 

flince tho o•otbrea.Y of t~~ <:ovi'lt.-Got'!"o.n "ar, th@ Sov' ots have 
repeatedly onno•mcnd t heir dosire to conoludo defi~ite ~ilitnry 
,rrm>J>e""'nts with ''" &l!ainst Japan. Vitl you ask the Pr~sident 
if he would be in favor of s••ch a.'l a,...-an:e~·,.t, and 1 r th., 
situation 1o r i penln:; for n m1lit•ry pact bet A"n Chinn , lhu•sla an<\ 
Great Britain with the friendly support of tho United Stutos. 



The Governrent h&8 secured definite info~~tion that 

the recent Jaoanese IaDOri&l Conference wnre the docteion to 

110ve soutlnrard againPt Slnoa{'Ore lll!d the Dutch East Indies 

first before coping with the Sil,.,,.1 an proble .... 

In accordance "1 th thlft lnfonr.ation all departr,ente 

of the Government have recoivod instructions fro"' tho Gcnerlll-

iasimo to take immediate o~aouros to meet this action. 



..... u. 

Telegraa from &trlin 

Date!\ Jul.r 4 I 1941 

Ropqing to rour telegru No . 19 during llo.t suoka 1 s visit to 

Berlin althoush understanding was reached so to the respective spheres 

of interest and responsibilities tho three Axis partners wore unable 

to agree on the tempo of action. Ceti!W\Y and Italf desired immediAte 

Japanese ad...,ce southward to •hlcb llatauoka would not asree owing to 

the tben prnailing o1 tua tlon, 

I now learn that since the outbreak of the Russo-German conflict 

comploto agreement hu been reached which calls for early action against 

VlacliYostok ~ Japan, simultaneous with consolidation of Japanese beoes 

in Indo-China and Thailand preparatorr to an advance southward against 

the British and the ~tcb. 

Our friends here declare that •e obould be ~ no ••ana dis-

coura.ged ~ develoP'Onto and hope that fOU may still be able to visit 

Switzerland. 

Owing to t he severance of dlplomatio relatione I am routing my 

telegram throuah Switurland. I a:a proceeding there ll!iYaelt and hope to 

-..lntain contect with our frlends !reo there. 



Publlsl":l'd in 

Fore~ RelPt1o~o or~ 
Uni•Pd St~ ~es 

1941 Vol . IV The Fer Erst 

f ~105"- JOO{,. 



~*·:~ :w ~ .V\~"" 
THE WHITE HOUSE \J \r-~ 

WASHINGTON ~- ~ 

July 11, 1941 

Ul'l.IORANIXIM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

Re: Reply to Chiang Kai- shek's message. 

In accordance w1 th your instruct ions, 
I discussed t his matter with Mr. Welles . He 
suggests that you authorize me to convey the 
followi~ message toT. V. Soong: 

In answer to the Generalissimo's enquiry 
as to whether the President would be in favor 
of definite military arr~EIIltnts between tre 
Soviet and Chinese Governments, the President 
has authorized 1111 to infonn you that the United 
States Government, not being a party to the 
agreement, cannot take responsibility fer it. 
However, the Presi dtn t added that he was of 
the opinion that such military arrangEIIlents 
10uld definitely be to China •s benefit. His 
attitude toward the sugge s ted pact between 
China, Russia and Great Britain was similar. 
The President 110uld appreciate further informa­
tion as to the nature of the proposed military 
arrangements and pact. 

/s/ Lauchlin l!urrie 

Lauchlin Currie 

"L. C 

"OK 

"FDR" 



I' F J 

Represent a tive John M. Vorye , or Ohio , to President Roosevelt, 
Was hington , July 11, 191n , enolos ing a memors.ndum by Dr. E. 
St anley Jones entitled "Memora ndum of Conv~reati one BeFardtn~ 
PoAe 1ble P~eoe Between Jar~ n an~ China {tndate~) . · 

J.!r . 'lorye eent t o t he PrMil'lent the me•orf.ndum or t he 
convPrAat1one wlt!lch Dr . J ones h ec'l ~J1th Dr . Mlao, SeoretPry of the 
National Chri sti an r.ouncil of Chi na , a nd Dr. Kagawa , well- known 
a uthor of Jap8n regardi ng a basi~ or peace bet ween ChtnP and 
Japan. 

SFZ : r oreten ke l a t 1one of the United States, 1941, Vol . IV , 
The F'ar Eas t, page9 30b-Jl0 . 

lvl ::\ Jl 1'1 4-1 

RI.J 12/ 3/56 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINO'T"'fC 

Juli' 11, 191.1 

l~E:.IORANLU11 FOR MI. 5 TU I..LY: 

1 clJ,VE Ti.LKEC TO TliE 

c.,:; BE F L.EC. 

tl . L . U. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHIHOTOH 

June <l, 1941 . 

II!DIORANDU\1 FOR 

HARRY HOPKINS 

Will you speak t o me 

about t his? 

1' . D. R. 



CL.~-.,J. ': /..;(tU 

Telegram f r om Generalisaillo Ch1.ang Kai-shek 
Chungking , ~ay Jlat , 1941 

The following is my mess~~&• to the President, 10111cb please 

present through lolr. Currie: 

•The Chinese people are most tbanld'ul to you for the roforence 

to our national struggle against Ja()l'lloso nggreasion i n your fireside 

chat of May 27th, and also your asourance of continued and i norensod 

material assistance . 

I take this opportunity to thank you a:ost wanoly for ;rour 

approval of $49,000,000 worth of ordnance for China under the Lease-

Lend Bill . 

May I r ofor again to our UI"gen t neod of llirplMos. Through 

Dr . T. V. Soong I have pr e sented a requost for the ~odoat oraanization 

of an air unit of 500 airplanes. Knowing your great sympathy and 

interest in our dJ.Ifioult s truggle , u.;y I request you to give t.bis 

scbaoe your early approval which will further strengthen the 110rale 

of our people and our Army . " 

/¥1 



Pt.: b I e I in 
rc I .JOr 
l'e<nnne 



I · -
j, 

CABLE TO LAUCHLIN COR!Ul:: F'RO!A 01\'ni LATriMORE I 

CllUllCKillC, J" uly 22 , 1 941· 

FOLLOW!JIG I S FROII Ga!ERALISSL 0 . PLEASE NOTE ru:tt.IJILE 

INFORMATI ON RECEIVED. ON JULY ( ?) AT ROLlE J"APMl, GERL!ANY , 

I TALY SIONED SECRliT EXTENSION OF AXIS PAr:~! P'U.VIOUSI.Y 

PREPARED WT UNSI GNED. GniERALISSIIIO NOW OONFI IJSIT 1'API<Jl 

SECOND, .FEA.'! OF REVOWI'ION IN 1'~/lJol Il' NO DECISIVE MOVE 

l!ADE. 



THE WH ITE HOUSE 

WASH I NGTON 

I -:1 

July 23, 1941. 

Am.:ORANOO'..! FOR 'IKE PRrSID~"T: 

Re: China Atd Prosr= for Ne11 Anpropriations 

I have been spending a lot of time on the 

China Aid program for the purpose of the new 

lease lend appropriat ion. The original Chinese 

requests ~ounted to about $1.5 billion. In 

conjtmction with the War and Treasury Departments 

and General Burns, I worked out a program amount­

ing to $6oo million. This progrSJ:I is one ;vhich 

I believe we can meet t hrough 1942, and one which 

I believe to be within t he capacity of the Burma 

Road to transport. Only $215 million ~ms 
earmarked ror China out of the original $7 bil­

lion, plus $23 million from the $l .J billion 

avail able for diversion from stocks . Since the 

Chinese Aid program is popular , since i t has 

been allott ed a rela tively small ~unt to date, 

and since we can use any of the goods ws might 

not be a ble to send to China, I hope that you 

will approve the program when 1 t is sull!li tted 

to you by General Burns and the Budget Director. 

~--//·c ~ 
Lauchlin Currie 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASMINGTOH 

July 29 ' 1941· 

t.!JWORAN!lUM .I!'OJl 

THE ACTirn SECRETARY 01 STAT! 

I note in a number ot diapatobea 
duriug the past week or ten day• that 
l apauue troop or plane w1 thdrawall 
ar• reported trom several asotore on 
the Obiueee trout, 

I th1Dit •~ abould r elay the .. 
reports, to Gauea and the W1l1 tary 
Attaobe in ChUDgkius tor the 1u­
t ormat1on ot the Ohinue Government, 
with the augge1tion that oue or 
two powerful attaokl on waaltened 
Japanese poe1tions miQht do r eal 
good at th11 time. Poes1bly you 
haTe done thie already, 

1. D • .R, 



4 .... .-.. ~ .... ~---~.,. 
, ' ,-,.c •• C:fUf'r ... IU' (W .-T'A,Tif .... _ ... .,..., .. , 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASH I NGTON 

MEKORANDVX FOR THE PR£8IDENT 

Ref erence your memorandum of July 29, 1941 in 
regard to reports of withdrawals of Japanese troopa 
and planes from certain oooupied places 1n China. 

The aessages to vhioh you refer were repeated to 
the Embaesy at Chungki ng via naval radio by the send­
ing offices. We have brought these reports orally to 
the attention of the Chinese Ambassador here and are 
tod~ conveying to Ambassador Gau1e by telegreph the 
suggestion that he and the Naval and Military Attaoh~s 
intora appropriate Chine ae offioiala at Chungking of 
the reports 1n queetion. 

.... 



.AMBlDASSY, 

CHUNClKINO , 

X 

•o...,.,• 
NAVAL fW)IO 

Auguet 7, 1941 

Pleaae intorm Oonoral Chi&nB Kai-ehek tm t the 

X 

Ch1noao Aml:aeaador praaptly delivered to ce t or oo~:r.un1o11ti 

to tho Proaident Oenoral Chi &n&' 1 graci ous oxproao1on of 
appreoio.t1on ot this OovorD:~ont I I action in rreozina Ch1nel1 
a saots in t b lo ooon try pursuant t o Gonoral Ohlana•a roquoa t . 
State further thr.t th:l ooo.-.unico.t1on will b o p romptly 
oonVJYed to the Pro11dent , 11ho 11 a baent rroa flaa hinaton 
at tlli a acaent; and t hn t, 1pe aking t or t ho fireaidont, I 
reatfira that i t i l tho deairo end purpoae or 1be pe ople 
end Govorrmont or the United St&tol to ai d China i n cm oroh 
n;y1 1n t ho 1tru&;le .W.oh the Chinel8 Oo-.rern:sent md 1be 
Chineae nati vn are moat ooursgeoual'J r::~aking to p reserve and 
main till n Ch1na '• p1aoe and pert ora CU.na' 1 tunc t i on a1 - o 
t ho groat i ndependent nations or the world. 



~·r . L<uc! lin CurriE', -'~"~'~ip• ,..Fttve A,.,.,,.t~nt F o ., Ve»l .. , to t,._P Act1~P' S~t-r,atcr'• -:>f S• ~~, 
.1••1'"Urt 3, 1941, E'no1ol'tnf P Csh1t' to L·ur.,.lin L"ttl':!O"'I', C'Punl"l• i nr , Auf'"l)f'lt 2, 1Sl~ 1 
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RJ 1'/3/t;( 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHI NGTON 

Ausust 7 , 1941. 

MEMORAND\JM !QR ~ PRESIDENT 

There is enclosed a copy or a telegram addressed 

to you by General Chiang Kal- shek under date or 

July )1, 1941 , together with a copy of a note from the 

Chinese Ambassador, dated August 2, forwa rding a copy 

or the telegram i n quest i on. As General Chiang 's mes­

sage , in which he conveys to you his gratitude for your 

having acceded to his request to place Chinese assets 

in t his country under freezing control, refers t o other 

requests which be has made in the interest of strengthen­

ing China, it seemed advisable that reply should be made 

to his telegram without awaiting your return. I according­

ly sent today a reply to General Chiang by telegraph through 

our Embassy at Chungking and enclose a copy of my telegram 

herewith. I trust that my repl with your a pproval . 

Enclosures : 

1. From Chinese Ambassedo ~ 
August 2, with enclosu • 

2. To American Embassy, 
Chungking , August 7. 



.. 

My dear Mr. Seoretary: 

CHINESE EMBASSY 
Washington 

August 2, 1941 

I have Just received s telegraphic meesnge 

from Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek which he desires to 

be conveyed t o the President. I shell be grateful if 

you will be eo good as t o transmit it to 1te high 

destination. 

I am, my dear Mr. Secretary, 

Very sincerely yours, 

HU SHIH 

Enoloeure : 
Telegram as above. 

Honorable Sumner Wel l es , 

Aoting Secretary of State 



TRANSLATION 

'rEU:GEW.l: TO 
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UliTTIDi STATES 
FROM GENERJILISSIUO CKI./11\G KAI- SHEK 

CHUNGKING, JULY 31 , 1 941 . 

My dear Mr. Pres idents 

I am most grateful to you for having acc eded to 

my request t o p~aoe a l l Chinese assets under freezing 

c ontrol . Tbie is a ddit ional evidence of your desire 

t o a ss i s t China in every possible way , and i s appre-

oieted by the Chinese people in that spirit . 

I am sure that t he action of your Government in 

freezing all .Japanese assets will prove an illtpol·tant 

body b l ow t o the aggressor . 

The Chinese Government is sincerely grateful to 

you and your Government for having brought about 

concerted action, on both these measures, by prac-

t icelly all t he friendly powers who are fighting 

a ggre eeion. 

I am confident that my other reque s ts which I 

have made to you in the interest of s t rengthening 

Cbina 1e 



- 2 -

Cb1na 1n fighting power and meeting t he emergency sit uation 

of the Far East , will receive yout· kind attention at the 

appropriate t1llle . 

CHI.t\liG KAI - SREK 



r-':; '" 
r" ..) 

"' , 
DEPARTMENT OF' STATE 

At 
THE SECRETARY 

\ 

August 19, 1941. 

MEMORANDUK FOR THE PRESIIENT 

The Chinese Ambassador has Just been i n and handed 

me the attached copy of t he statement of hie Foreign 

~inister on yesterday announcing that the Government 

of China had approved the Roosevelt-Churchill declara-

tion, and that Chlna was the first government to do so . 

The Ambassador then gently complained that his 

Government has been la.rgely neglected 1n recent acta 

and utterances of this Government and Gr eat Britain, et 

cetera. I assured him that this was not intentional in 

any eense as our record really shows , but that we are 

gi ving attention to methode of further emphasizing 

publicly our int erest 1n the Chinese situation and our 

special deaire at ever y stage to aid her militarily. 

He expreeaed great relief t o hear this . 

I t is suggested (1) the President might well ask 

the Chineae Ambaeaador to call and following hie call 

let an announcement b e made that Chinese defense and 

needs had been discussed; (2) one or more of the American 

repreeentatives to the Moscow meeting might return t o 

the Uni ted States via Chungking and there hold aome 

dlscuuion 



.. 

-2-

diaouasion witb nigh Cbineae o.f.ficiala of Cn1na's de­
.fenae needs; (3) public announcement might be made by 
the White House in regard to tbe sending to China of 
a military mission under the leadersbip of General Joan 
Magruder; (4) in the future our high of.ficials might 
more than in the past in public addressee and statements 
include specific mention, when and where appropriate, 
ot this Government ' s policy or aiding Ch.1na . 

The foregoing are merely auggeations which might 
be given consideration. 

Cif 



~~T~~f.NT BY DR. QUO TAI-C~I 
l·:I"'IS'i"E'H OF FOi\EION AFF'At~S 
C! ).li':Kii\J I AUGUST 1~ I 1941 

"'!'he Ch1nuea ?overnm~nt a nd people t4ho le-hoarto~ly 
toelcoce and e.1'\ora~ the Jolr.t cleclarot10r1 of Pr<&i.ier.t 
Roose velt ar.d Pri me Min i oter Churchill on the fundamental 
l'ims of the d~mocr~tic PO"trs in e01st .. nce to aggresaion, 
c.n1 tile a~pira t iona of all peaceful a nd f r eedom- lo•1iO@' peopl es 
ir.clcding the peopl es in th~ AXis co~ntries t hemselves for a 
r eal new world or der . China f eels ~ 11 t he more gra tified 
irA~ .ueh ~s the Eight-Point Prorram is essentially in 
harJr.~ny >~: tr. t:>e prine1plt!B of the Kuom1 ntang und its 
founlicr 1 s nJVOC~Cy Of C. ' gnat COil:.."r.Onuealth Of Oat10ns 1 • 

"':lu! pc>G t-t:er •~orld reoons true t1on will oons ti tu te a 
tas'< ~ver. more di f ficult than thll t of winn' ng the war l tsclf . 
: es tora t1o .. of fr<ed:>m to the conquer ed !'~oples , full 
..:::onoc-.lc col la'-'ors tlon bet· ·~en ell m tlons ln the enjoyment 
of ~cceas, ~n equal t~ra~, to tr~de and raw motcrlals , in 
~he '\l.vcnc~mcnt of li•r1ng atanJa,•ds , Ln~ t.1e cs:cbl1sl'u:ent 
of a pcr:uJJent syst.m of general c.:our1ty >~111 require the 
FU.[J" r.e el'rortd end ,.~eoluv stutcsoar "1n of the dc::~o-
CI'!;; ... a anJ their 1 udcrs . In tllla tosl< Chlno 1s prepared 

to <::..>ltc full contrl\>utlo .. Ju~t ae 8'1. he.~, for the P"Gt 
four -·~orR, lr.tdo untolcl. saol'ifioos ol' her manpo•<~er and 
r .... t. ·oc-1 r\,;r(;u,...ccs tO':rn.rd ,..:-~e de c"'crat1o cause D.r.d contlnu .. tt 
:o pl. y hu,. ea6ent1nl pert I r. ti10 world-•Hde conflict . Chlnn 
~ell<'VE £ t·.J' t thf: final dJe ;ruc1:lon of t::e forces of ag~:,r .. s ­
a~on ern oc mow t w lt'tly nchleved by f1r at bringing about 
the lei eat Of Jllj>OO tl'.rt., wll tlght~nine the 1 cncirclemont 1 

of wr.~c •. s:1o herso.l f 1a th•• a ole nroil1 teet . " 

Crino~e Embn&sy , 
Wrshl ncton, Auaus t lS , 19~1 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH IN CiT O N 

August 19 , 1941. 

MIMOJIA.NllJM JOR 

HOB. LAUQRT.IN CURBU 

Wba t do I do about this? 

F. D. R • 

• 

Letter from T. V. Soong to the 
Pres ident, da ted August 7 , 1941 , 
saying he had been directed by 
Generalissimo Chiang Kai - shek to 
reques t t he President and the 
Secret ary of War to send a military 
mission to China in th e immediate 
future , in order to increase the 
value of t h e Lease-Lend assistance, 
eto . 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

November 6 , 1941. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Herewith, as requested, the dra.ft of a suggested 

reply to the message from the British Prime Kinieter 

in regard to Chiang Ka1-shek 1 s appeal. 

Enclosure: 
Draft or a suggested 
reply to the British 
Prime Min1eter. 

C-ft 



/ 
/ Jl 

•ec• 

AMERICAN EMBASSY, 

LONDON. 

Your 525?, November 5, 5 p.m. 

PIRSOMAL AND 

TO THE FORMER NAVAL PERSON . 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

QUOTE Ve have very much 1n mind the a ltuaUon to 

which Ohlang ltal-ahek ' a appeal 1a addreued. 'lihUe we 

reel that lt would be a serloua error to undereet1~t• 

tbe graYity or the threat lnberent in that situation, we 

doubt whether preparations ror a Japanese land oaapalgn 

agalnet ltunmlng ,have adYanoed to a po1nt wbl oh would 

warrant an adYanoe by the Japanese aga1net Yunnan ln tbe 

lmaedlate ruture. In the aeantlme we shall do what we 

can to 1noreaee and expe~lte lend-lease eld to Ohlna 

and to raoll itate the bulldlng up or the American 

Yolunteer alr toroa, both ln personnel and 1n aqulpaent. 

We have noted that you would be prepared to eend pllota 

and eoae plane• to China. 

Ve teel that aeaeurea euoh •• the foregoing and 

t ho11 whlob you haYe 1n a1nd along tb1 llnea we are 

REGRADED 
UNCLA&S1F1t..W 
\:!!': -
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'akl~ to1ather vlth oontln~lftl errorte to etrenathen o~r 

derenaaa 1n t he Ph111oo1ne Ialaftda, paralleled b7 a1a1lar 

error'• b7 70~ ln the lln,epore area, vlll tend t o 1noreaaa 

Japan'• hea1tat1on, whereae ln Japan'• preaent aood new 

roraal1ted •erb•l varn1na or reaonetranoea alfht hl•e, With 

at leaet •••n oh~noe, an oppoe1te erreot . 

Thts whole problea v1ll he•• o~r oont1n~lng and 

earneat att~nt1 on , study end errort. 

I ahlll probably not repeat not aake exprese reply 

to Oh1ang Ka1-ehek blrore the rtret or next week. Pleaee 

keep v1th1n the oonr1denoe or your oloee orrto\al o1role 

what I hln u14 abon. UlfQDOfl:. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHIHOTOH 

Rovember ll, l 94l • 

KIMORAHDUii JO.R 

THE SECRETARY 01 STAT!: 

This i a the oorreoted telegram 

to me t'rom Chiang ~1-ahell:. Attar 

read!Dg it, l e t ae know it I should 

make aey change i n the meaaage I 8111 

to helld Hu Shih on Wedneedey. 

1. D. R. 

-

I 
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Telegram to President Roosevelt 
from 

Oeneraliaaimo Chiang Kai- shek 
Chungking , Uovember 2 , 1941 

"ln view of a rapidly developing dAnger ~hicb threatens to 
oh8nge the whole mi lita ry eitu~tion in China , I hnvo communicated 
the following views to ~r . Winston Churchill: 

' Intell igence in which 1 have complete confidence 
shows th~t the Japanese are deturmined upon an attack 
against Yunnan f rom Indo-Chino in order to take 
Kunming and to out China ' s linea of communication 
r1ith Br itain and the United States . Preparations 
ar e alrer dy on foot and the attock may be expected 
s hor t Ly , This is in my view the first s tep in t heir 
pol icy of expenaion either northward or southward , 
and I feel t herefore that I should bring t o your 
no t ice cer tain facts and aspects of the situation, 
Indeed I feel it my duty and my right t o impress 
them upon you , for much the future lies in your 
hand a , 

Onoe Kunming is t aken , tho Jap8tleae would be 
rid of all fear of att•ok in the rear , You will , 
I feel eure , be the first to see t bP t its ODpture 
ie not merely one objective of Jap<n ' e war of 
aggression on China but is n firs t and neoeeeary 
step t o f r ee herself for fresh enterprises , And 
you will appreciate bow vit~lly the coming battle 
will bear upon t he safety of all countries on the 
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Pacific , upon yourselves ana ourAelves alike , 

You know you may count upon me t o do my 

utmos t to defend Kunming , and believe me when 

I tell you th~t my armies oan do it . But you 

know as 1 ao that I have no air force , And 

without an air foroe what oan our army do 

against another that is s t rong in the air? 

A glance at the map will sh~Y th•t if the 

city falls , China 1rlll be cut off from supplies 

outside , and her armies will be enoirolod and 

deprived of all oontaot with yours ~nd those 

of her other friends , And moreover t he morale 

of the Chinese army and Chinese people will 

be shaken to iLs foundation . Our moralo has 

s t ooa for more than four years on the eastern 

fronts where our friends cannot directly reach 
us . It would be gravely menaoed by a Jap nose 
triumph on the one front where as all the nation 

knows the armed foroes of our friends are within 
a hand ' s reach. For the first time in this long 
war a real collapse of reeistanoo would be 

possible . 

For more than four years now China baa kept 

some five million men in the field and thus 

i mcobilizes the man-p~•er of Japan . The imnlicntions 
of this must be olear to you ; indeed I t hink they 
are alr eady recognized by yourself and all other 
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friends of China . If !Unming fell , Jopen •ould 
then be able to oost nll caut ion awoy and turn 
her whole might elsewhere . The coming battle is 
therefore not merely a quest ion of victory or 
defeat of China but tbe peace and security of tho 
Pacific hang upon it . Indeea it is not too much 
t o say tlult the cutccmo of t.he whole war mv.y bang 
upon i t , 

If Chinn had the air force she needs , I should 
be making no appeal to you , because I should feel 
confident of our ability to defeat the invaders . 
But we have nothing t hat oan be oalled an oir ~orce 
to match against what tho Japanese would bring to 
bear upon us , for we may be sure that they will use 
their fineet and their strongest . If however in 
t he battle t.he Japanese air force oon be chocked 
or even smashed, her power to enter upon what I 
have called fresh enterprise will be much diminished . 
It is t rue that uer navy will remain to her , but 
with t ha t she can do little v.i. thout the strength 
in the air without which there would be an end to 
her schemes of expansion . From then on her 
suboission conld be brought about by political and 
economi c pressure . Do not let us therefore make 
mistakes ae they hove rrade eleewher e in t bie war , 
and let the Japanese attack us , as they mean to do , 
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one by one . I am not asld.ng you to declare war 

upon Japan . I merely wish t o leave you in no 

doubt about the eituotion in which I find myself , 

t o make it clear thet I am no match of the enemy 

in the air . t o tell you what this means and to 

suggest a r emedy , The American volunteer air 

force now under traini ng is good but very small. 

Our only hope is that the British air force in 

Malaya , with American coopera tion , may come into 

action and support t he American volunteers and 

the existing Chinese air f orce , The British air 

force could cooperate as part of the Chinese ai r 

force or assume the r ole of an internati onal 

volunteer force . The result would be to s ave 

China and to save the Pacific . 

You might feel at a f i r s t glance that t his 

would involve you in war with Japan while you are 

fighting with such courage in Europe and the !.Iiddle 

Eas t . I see things otherwise . I do not believe 

that Japan feels t hat she has the strength t o attack 

eo long as the r esistance of China persists , But 

once she is rid of this , she will attack you as and 

when it suite her and whether or not she is given 

a pretext by such action on your pert as I have 

now sugges ted , It would be impos sible to minimize 

the importance of Br itish air action in Yunnan , for 
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upon this the f ate of democratic oPuae will turn. 

China hae reached the moat critical phase of her 

wnr of resistance . Her ability t o defend landward 

approaches to Sin~apore and Burma now depends 

primarily on 3ri tish And american willingness t o 

cooperate in the defence of Yunnan . If t he 

Japanese can break our ~ront her e we shell be cut 

off f rom you , and tho whole structure of your 

own air and navel coordination wit h America and 

t he t!etherlanda '-Ba t Indies will be gravely 

t hreatened in nev1 ways and f rom a new direction. 

I should like to expr ess , with all the strength 

at my command , the convict ion tha t wisdom and 

foresight demand thAt China be given the help 

t hat I have indicated . not hing else can ensure 

alike t he defeat of Japan end the success of t he 

count ries now resisting aggression. ' 

I havo also dieous~ed t he strategic subject matter of the 

f oregoi ng letter with Brigadier-General ~gruder and have asked 

him to convey t o you what I consider t o be the decisive importance 

of the campaign in Yunnan. In addition I should like to urge on 

you my convict i on thPt British determination 1n dealing with 

Japan waite at pr eeent upon the lead and stimulat ing influence 

of America. If the Unit ed States would dr aw on its air arm in 

the Philippines to pr ovide either an active unit or a reserve 

foroe in the combined operation as I hllve suggest ed t o !Jr . Churohill 



6 

I feel that eucceae would be assured . I am convinced that unless 
Japan is oheoked sharply and at onoe , she ie on the ver ge of 
winning a position from whioh she osn deal with each of us 

separately and in her o·m timo . The opportuni t y to cheok her 
ie a flee t ing one . You a r e , ~r . President , recognized as t he 

leader i n t te fron t of domooratio nations fi~hting aggression, 
I feel sur e that you will move with the rapidi ty that t he 

ur gency of the momont demands . It is now essential to avoid 
t he errore by wbi ch stetesmen of Europe allowed Nazi Germany 

t o divide them , and t o acquire a commanding position , and to 
prevent Japan from attacking us in suoceeeion and separately 

and thus a t t aining the stature of a second Uazi Germany in the 
Far East . " 

Chiang Kai -shek 
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TH E WHITE HOUSE 
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? 
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Wha' ao we 4o about ~., 

r .D.a, 
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llEJt.ORANDUI.! RE o CHINA AND THE !!.!PENDING ATTACK ON THE BURJM ROAD. 

Sinoe I saw Mr . Morgenthau, Nr . Currie , and on Ootober 31st , 
the President, I have tolked to ~eaors . Stimson, Knox, Hopkins , Stottiniuo , 
Gene ral Burna and T~rioua officers of tho Ylar Dopartment. They have all 
been most cooperative and kind . 

As yet however, thoro hu boon no te.n.gible answer to the 
Generalissimo'• request for planes and tanka to defend tho Burma Road . 
In fact it appears the President alone oan nake the decisions t hat will 
bring China the needed assistance now. 

The Japanese continue to prepare a pincers attack on Kunming, 
one drive through the mountAins , the other not through mountains but 
around to the out of the mountains through Kw!Ul&ai where tonks can be 
used . 

The pr oblem of China' s air defense against t his drive is 
peculiarly a problem of American position becauao China is relyin~ on 
the American group headed by Col onel Chennaul t , an American Army Colonel 
now air adviser to China to protect the Burma Road . General Magruder 
(and I understand also ~ajor t!oHugh , u. S, !laval Attache' to China,) have 
cabled that Colonel Chennaul t's force of approximately 90 American pilots 
and 100 P-40 airplanes in Burma is inadequately equipped to aosiot the 
Generalissimo in repelling the attack on the Burma Road . They indicate 
that if this air for ce trieo to fight it may bo destroyed with diaaatrouo 
reporcussione . 

Magruder further suggests ·that if Chennault ' • force do eo not 
fight it will be conoidered a breach of faith by the Chinese which may 
have serious oonsoquenoes in both the Chinese and international situatione . 

t~agruder thorofare suM••ts reinforcing Colonel Chennault 
U...ediately with more plo.nes, possibly transporting them by o.ircrnft 
carrier . 

The P1·esident indicated to me that he woul d take up with the 
British the question of obtaining British planeo and c r e•ts from Singapore. 
tlagruder hu explored thio possibility in China and finds little ohanoe 
of obtaining ouch aid unless the United States moves f i rat . 

Conferences w1 th Lend -Lease &uthori ties and the Army and Navy 
have revealed the steps thnt can be taken now to accelerate aid to China. 
They are specifically outlined in an attached memorandum. They involve 
planes nnd ordnance which oan be taken from stock or through diversion 
only by the President's decision. 

November 8 , 1941 

' \ 
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l.lEJ.!ORANDUll REt MATERIALS FOR CHINA. 

After exploring the situo.tion, the following ilnlr.odiate action 
appears possible if the matorio.ls are taken f r om stock or by diversion 
rather tho.n from future pr oduction. 

Airplanes 80 SBD-1, 2, or 5 (or Army A-24's - same planes without ar­
r ester hooks) to be carried to the Philippines by a u. s. 
airoro.ft oarrier and flown from there to China. The U. S. 
Army and llavy have a total of over 250 of these planes , 
Colonel Chennault hM pilot& in Buma who can fly them 
without further tro.ining . They are dive bombers o.lready 
fully equipped which can carry 1275 l bs. of bombs 1450 miles 
at 210 m. p.h. The Louisiana maneouvers showed they were 
especial ly effective against ground targets such as those 
prose.nted by a. Japanese a.dvanco t o cut the Burma Road. 

Or dnance 60 additional 37mm Anti -Tank guns and 120 Light Tanks to go 
with the 60 A. T. guns and 70 , 000 rounds of 37mrn ""'"'unition 
China i s getting i mmediatel y under existing schedules . 
Without these weapons China cannot hope to resist the 
Japanese pan<ar invasion of l evel Kwangsi on the way to 
Kunmi ne;. 

48 old type 2.95 howitter s with 50,000 rounds of ammunition 
now in the Philippines . These coul d be used to repel the 
othe r pincer of the Japanese attack in the nountains of Yunnan. 

24 3" A.A. guns (now superseded i n u.s.A. by 90 mm A. A. ) These 
are specifically intended to protect three vital bridges over 
three large rivers which the Burma Road crosses and which 
must be defended against air att~ok by batteri es of 4 ~uns 
each at both ends , 

760 cal . 50 A. A. machine guns . These are essential to defeat 
either drive because of Japanese collll'land of the air . lf not 
sent , the advantage of the hilly terrain in Yunnan will be 
nullified . Some oal. 50 A·A· might also be sent. 

Part of the 800 t ons of' powder which is desperatel y needed. 
Tho Chinese arsenals wi l l run out of powder by next January . 
Sone must be shipped soon to be useful t hen . 

Would it be poaeible to direct the Army and llavy to make these 
planes and ordnance available now ? 

November 8 , 1941 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

November 12, 1941. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

We have examined the corrected telegram of Novem-

ber 2 to you from Chiang Kai-shek . The corrected ver­

sion simply fills in and clarifies certain mi nor 

omissions anu garbles in the message as previously re­

ceived . Thus, there is perceived no need to make any 

change in t he message l'>'h1ch you are to hand to Hu Shih. 

c -fi-
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I(' TH E WHITE HOUSE 

WAS HINGTON 

Novomber 17, 1941 

m!ORANpUM fOB TKE PRF1liPEHl' r 

Attached is Wins ton Church1ll ' a 
message to Chiang !Cai-a hek , tr&nsait ted 
to me bJ T. V. Soong under instructions 
!'rom Chi&Oi. 

...... 
~~· -0 ' 

Lauchlin Currie 
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Pl'OCI Winston Churchill to Chial'll\ !Cai- sbek (via T. V. Soo~) 

I am very much aware of the ecrious dsngPr which you have point~d out in your meesaga regardin~ J apan ' s impending new drive aeainst China. While tho Japenese m8¥ threaten South China, I .., not. certain that. t.hey would at.t.ack YUM&n with t he present forces at their disposal at. Tonking which are r eported to be only ha.l! of what rrzy military exoerta think the.)' would require for such a venture. J apan tJJBY atri.ke firat in aueh territories where she can get the mrtPri al >Yhic!: she J' c' 3 b.,cause of embl!.rgoes agains t. her . However, I do re&li~e the Kravity of the sit.u-tion 1! the Japoneae should take Kurud11J . I Ml st.Utlyin.~ speci"l l!le•ns to hPl p streJ'I8'th!!n th"' International Air Force you M\'e and give i .,oP liate su1>port in personnel ami mat.eri.ILl. 

Brooke Popham int:>r:u me Colonel CheMault h ready to JDOVe into China wit.h three squadrono in t on days ' time and i s Askin,; Chennault how wa can beat help him. 

I will kf'ep in touch ,.,Hh you nne 
definite statement of what. we can do. 
keep ing tho President i nformed. 

I hope to send more 
lleedless t." say, I am 
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TEU:r.IWI t1l0l Gl:i•I:RAL CHIAilG MI S!!El TO DR. T . V. SOOl,G DATED CHUliGKDIG, 

J.OVE.;JlE!' 26, 1941 

I pr esume A:nbau .. dor Hu Shih has given you " copy of my tele&r wn yesterday. 

Pleoee convey contents of the message to Secretaries Knox and St~•aon immediately. 

Please explain to them t he gruvity of tho situation. If America shoul d 

relax the economic blockade and f r ee£1ng of Japanese assets , or even if r epor ts 

that tho United Sto.tcs i s consider ing this should gain currency, the mor ale of our 

troops will be sorely shaken. During the past two months tho Japanese pr opar.anda 

have spr ead the belief that i n tiover.1ber an ar.r oecoont will be successfully r<Jached 

wi th the United ~tates . They have even come to a silent but none the lese defin ite 

unde•· s tondine; with the dcubt f ul elements in our countr y. If , therefor e , '.here is 

any r e laxati on of the embar go or freezine r egultttions , or if a boliof of that sains 

e;ound , then the Chinese people woul d consi der that Chinn h~s been coopletely 

sacrificed by t he Uni ted States . The morale of the entir e ~eople will col l apse 

and every Asiat ic nation will l ose faHh , and indeed suff e r such n shock in thoir 

faith in democracy that a most t r a&ic epoch in the world will be opened. The 

Chinese nrmy will collapse , and the Japanese will be enabled to cany thr ousn 

their plane , so that even if in the future America would come t o our rescue t ho 

oituntion woul d be alr eady hopeless . Suoh e. loss would not be to Chino alone . 

We could therefore only r equest the Uni ted States Gover !UJient to be 

uncompr omising, and announoo tluit i f the wi thdr nwal of Japaneee annies from China 

is not settled, t he question of relaxin~ of thu embar go or frectin& could not be 

consider ed . If , on the other hand, tho American attitude r emains nebulous 

Japanese pr opat;anda will daily per form i ts fell purpoee oo that at no cost to them 

this propllj;anda will effect the breakdown of ou1· r esistnnoc . OUr more than four 

years of otr uggle with the lose of countlooe lives and sacrifices and devastation 

uoperaleled in history would have been in vain . Tho cer tain collapse of our 

r esistance will be an unpartueled catastr ophe to t ho world , and I do not inrleed 

know how histor y i n future will r ecor d this episode. 
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THE S ECR£.TA RV O F THt TREASURY 

\..1 // W A .H t NOTON 

"V J November 26, 1941 

~( 

My deer Mr . President : 

For your information, I am 
inclosing herewith copy of a cable 
whi ch ..e have recehed today from 
our Treasury representative in China. 

I am also sending a copy of 
this cable to M.r . Hull. 

Sincerely your s, ~ 

~~· 
The President, 

The \?bite House . 
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HOll'G KOliG (USS :.a:o•.mo) 

I:OV::l~ 22 , 1941. 

l?ROlJ: CA: :Plli!LL - U. S, TREASURY llZl'lt::SEC:'.l'A~IY.!: 

~0 : DI VI SI O:; OF Ill'LS!IJIGA~IO:;s A:'!J PATROL 

FOLL0l7I!!G l'l'OR::A.~I\1::1 :.:ESS<\G:!: FOR S::CIC~Y AS :R!:SU'".r. Oli' C01:VX:R:.o\.~IO: ~0!1.\Y HITH 

DR KA.l! CHIAHOU FO!il.:ER VI CE :;r;aS'lSR FCR.: Iml A..""l',l!RS sn:CE OCcOB::::! FIRST C!U:o:;s::; 

POLI TI CAL OPi lfiOli PAS CRYS"'.At:J.ZED Il:TO ~ PRI !.CIPAL GROUPS AND SI.:CE USA 

JAPAN CO!~'IS!:c:ES !i.'l!:S 8\.S GROil1! :.:OR: m:FI:i!TE FIRS'r Ti!L PRO AXIS ,~.;;u 7..:ACl-l GJ.OUPS 

~v_; GROfLl FURrtiER TOGETlCR :S::Oi\1JSE : F !:HEIR IJ...TH'AT::: OBJ'EC't i V:: SE;JICOLOl: '.3-JE 

FORLSR i'RYI!.G TO .l.RRt\!:m; PEAC'"_,: \1!TH JAl'All llY Ii!DIREC'" liZGOTL\Tlv:. TJ!RU G:::al.lliiY .Al:!l 

IAT'"i.ER TRYI::G :mu:rG AllOW PEACE llY Dim:Co.' llJJtG.AI:;r ::o iliTi! J;\.PA!: S::CO::D :1l!: AliTI 

AXIS OR COl:Til:w:D RESI S:i!.\::0:: GROUP ;\liD ':'B IRD "li'l PSOP::.O:S CR R;:_o\L : rA.'"Io::A.L 

:!U:SI SOO!CE GROUP llEAC::I O:;s BY ~H:.:S:: GROUPS TO PR:Js:;:J!T USA JAPAli CC::Y..::P.::l!CJS 

FOLLOWS SE:.liCOLOll ':i.'IC PRO AXIS Al:D F.:AC:: GROUPS OF l".l!ICI: ROY IllG CHI:; :;n :I S':!.:R OF 

'C.I..'! CO;J.;A. CHtT CHUo\Hl.L\.>\ S'l'RffifG KUOL:I::Il.A..'iG O.'l.Go\::1 Z:1R A."'";D 01::1; PZFU l 1:11 S'!SR OF 

I:DUCATI O:; A!C PRO:Jil:ill:':' S::::. Tlt>\T !~GO:'IA:'IO::s A.'!<: O?POP.TUi!ITIES TO C0:1S0Llll'l.':': !i'HEIR 

0\U! POSinOll FOR 'l'REIR Sl'DCIAL I!iElCS':!S I1T OHI2LIL ;UID BELJ3Y.!: USA. lliLL YI!:LD TO 

J ;ll'A.'1 TO A !A.'l.GE EXTZm Ilf ~.!llER TO llRI!:G ABOUT P:.:.r..CE llETtrr;N Cl:iilL\ AUD JA?.\1! 

SECT I ffil TITO TO FOLLOii 

Copy:hod: l l/26/ 41 
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y !!Ol!G KOllG (USS IJit-'DAJ!AO) 

1101/EI.IBER 22 . 1941. 

:vo..o:J: c~ - u . s . ~ m:ms::::t~\'l'IVE 

'i.'O I DIVISIO!I OF llM:STIGATIOl;S AllD PATROL 

S::CTIOll '1'.10 rE' m:SSAGE FOR S::CR&TA.RY TH!l A!1TI AXIS ORa.IP OF 'ii'HICH 

OEI~ 'l'AILI HEAD OF GXI!El!ALISS IL:O S:CR&T st:RVIC<: COl!JA li.A.l;G SKIH 

CHI PARTY UniiS'1"-.:R OF PIIl!LI CI'l'Y AllD ~UO TAICiU ]'()a£I G:I UI!!ISTER ARE 

PROl!Illl:l!'l' At!D ANXIOUS TO SL£ USA liAJQ: s .:TTLEll!lHT \1 I 'l'H J~AN BRING 

AliM 11 ITHlllW'1AL OF JAPAl! TROOPS PRO)! NORTH CHI !lA l!UT ALLOOHtG JAPAN 

PZfEI:"l'IO:I OF UAl:Cl!I1Ja10 F<E 'l'U :S:::Il;(l PLUS A ::..>...~ A!.e:.'!.ICA!l LOAN ~0 

S:rABILIZE CHlllESE CU3RENCY FROBl.:lWl THEY ALSO SI:E THZSE !<EGOTIA~IO:lS 

AS OPPOR'l'lnJI 'l'Y TO 17AIT AllD BARGAIN n'l'H PRO AXI S AND PF.A.OE OROUPS 

AS SUCH A :FE.\CE lia.ILD GI VE USA STRO!:G !WlD lll CHll<A AllD SOUTH PACIFIC 

n1 CASE THIS XUlD OF ~<:!: JXIES !:OT LIA5RIALIZE THIS GROUP 'II ILL OPZ!lLY 

l!LWil USA FOR NOT '.WW:G I£CISIVE S'l!l:P OJ' GOll!G TO 17AR WI T!! JAPAlf 

TilE'{ WILL UEG:E USA TO FIGHT SECTIO!l THREE TO FOLLCJ,1 :>OR SECRETAl!Y 

Co~lbJI11-2G-41 



FROJ.!t CAI·:PBELL - U. S. T.REASURY REPRESE!.'TATIVE 

TO: DIVISIO!I OF INVESTI GATI ONS AND PATllOL 

lmNG KONG ( USS ~UIIDANAO) 

!lO're·::BElt 22 , 1941. 

SECTI ON Tl!REE OP ~lESSAGE FOR SECRE'i'ARY THE PEOPLZ FOR REAL RESI STA!TCE Vl!YUPLD 

COMPRISED OF THE EIGHTH ROUTE JJ!I.lY, TilE llli.'\1 FOllm'H ROUTE AP.MY, THE ll!r.t rnDERATIOl! 

OF DE!cOClt~IC PARTIES IN CHINA RECE:ITLY FORI·!ED IN HOUG KOl!G AND ~IHICH HOW AMALGW.ATED 

YOUNG CHINA PA:RTY, CHINESE NATIOUAL SOCIETY PAP.TY, CBillESEl CO!TS'riTUTION PAllTY, 

nATIONAL (next eighteen code worde not decipherable) NEGOTIATI Ons AT J.AP RINGE OU 

THAT A l.WO.MUN POSSI BI LITY OF PEACE I S LESS THAN FIFTY PERCEllT BIBlilN BECAUSE OF 

Ar.!:ERICAN I NTERNAL DIFFI CULTIES AliD l!ECAIJSE OF JA!'AlU::Sll DIFFICULTIES \liTH l!l'l!i O'.'N 

GA.'lRI SONS nl CHINA THIS GROUP BELIEVE PEACE COULD BE ACHIEVED BY USA LOOSENI!TG 

FREEZING BEGULA'r!Ol!S, liOBE OIL FRO~l ~IDS INDIES AND A REVISED TRADE AG.R:i:EI!EliT . 

THIS GROUP ALSO HOLD THAT USA YII LL NOT LET CHINA GET IIORST OF BA.'lGAIU AllD THAT liiDO-

TI ATIONS ON BOTH SIDES A.'lE FOR MARKI NG Tlf.!E AS GERMAN OFFENSIVE Ill SPRU1G AGAINST 

RUSSIA A!ID SOUTH EURO:fE \/ILL l!!!l DECIDI NG FACTOR IN PACiii'IC OCTOBER EiiEVEli'l'H 

THE PO~IE'RWL CENTP.AL EXZOUTI V"i OOI!l-!I TTEE OF THE KUOMAN TANG I S SCI!EDtlLED TO HEET AT 

OHUlTGKING DEOEI.alER FIFTlilENTH AND F'ROH RESOLUTI Ol!S iiDOPTED AT THAT HEBTING THE FOlll!:IGli 

POLI OY OF CHINA I·!AY BE INTE!IEP'l' i'HE POLI OY OF co:~llniiST P AR'l'Y DEPENDS TO LARGE 

:&XmiT ON RUSSIA Bt7r UP TO PRESENT THEY ALIGN TI!El!SELVES \liTH OTm:R STROllO RESISTAilc:il 

GROUPS END OF l·:ESSAGE 

CAJ.!PliELL 

(Servi ce haa been request ed on t hie aect i on of the cable due to the variou.a worda which 
are not decipherable.) 

lap-ll/26/41 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Grace: 

Wi ll you attach this to the 

.. ..,.,ran hn I a~nt ov~r this aornil'\i? 

~< 
Laucblin Currie 



Dec~uber 8, 19~1 . 

SUPPLEUENT TO Jru.!ORANDUU ON THE 

STATUS OF CURRENT LEND-LEASE 

SHIP!fr:NTS TO CHINA 

1. I t i s now learn~d that the clipper thRt was proceedin~ to 
Vlake a ctually l anded there , took on gas , llnd was l ast report~d 
t wo hours out , proceedinR east , destinnt ion unkno·Htl . 

2. The clipper that arrived in Hawaii on the 7th, fueled and 
i s returning. I t i s not kno1m whether it carries pesserwcrs 
·nd spare p~rts . 



r I 

Mr. 0\.•pn L-t:loor• •:> 1~ . l,.-~·e~l tn Cu-rl,., t.d-\-ir•r;ot VI' A•nifi :E.nt :o PrPfl1'"" nt Roop,.vol1C, Ct.unr-k i n&-, :J•r,..,h,.r q , 191~1 . 

Tr!'nl'.,l.tR infOr !Y tion tr ~r.l G!'n> l ' 11PI'ir.IO th t he l n ur rinG e 1rnultAneoul' Soviet-Ch1n<>e"' dPaa .. r~tl~n o~ 1-·<r ~r Jcppn r ol1-:>1·.'lnf' 
A -lc'n tt>iH •r" t' ~" · 

RLJ 1"/7 / C:.6 



Thl' S!'cr~'';; ~ , o~ S· t"' t~ ~h .. A.r.bl''lf'!'f.:>r 1n C>1ne. (G Ul''"). 
':io11h 1 ~ <;;:>n, DPcecbl'r 9, 191.n. 

1'r•nrrn l tr. " or Prar:e f r ')'ll t"P Pr,.p l t"en t • o G!'nP1'" 1\cr' r.lO 
C'l l rn; K.e 1 -ri'•V. J:il:eRr:1nr eut o-t i n th ~·or aro " 1rt J p-•n . 

SEE : Fore1rn RPlst1onn of th .. ~n 1tPn St·t~~ . 1941, Vol . IV , The F' r E-F t , t: . "7»·--



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM FOR LAUOHLIN OURRIE: 

Will 7ou take t his up with 

the Arm7 betore speaking t o Magruder 

about it? 

F.D.R. 

:lln"l)~·..,ndnm "or the oror4rle>nt "rom Hon . LRllCh:!.in CU!'l'ie , 
1"/" 141 , 'n r~ sue~,..~t; on~ ,,, ·tin~ to the Am· rican 
1Jolunt,,r Air t,;orn1 now in Bnrm· • S+ate3 t'li r group 
h"" nm·· >l"'o•t t f.,f., P-1.0 1 !' r'!l dy ~or coobat , abont '10 nilot", 
nnd ]"') ·round ")0 ~'lor.n~"l. Tt neN!r tlr£.:Pntly ~0171P :'0 , 000 
..,onn1r of rr::.rc. P" ~t~ t o bring it~ stren~th nn to 
a b')1tt 10 nlr;n<> ~ and to ~; ve it 1 ":!Onths ' rP'lerV!' ~tock 
of' :-n·•ro- , Tn a~di tion , for ~•t<~hined comb· t , it 1·;i.ll 
re·Jn · re- ""ore 'l7n':l'Jnition , i.+'l nre>.,ent stock'" bf'in,.. 1 
mill ' Jn ronnel'" of . "0 C<tli.ber lll1C1 >u-lf'' :ni1li.on '"OUndf 
or ~~ . 'lO c ·1 i bnr . e h'lve in thi. c; vo 1un t <>nr n i r .:ronp 
... }:>, T'U<'lfl1 1'1 or • n Amori.cnn to'l'lk forCP. i.n Burma . '1r . 
L"'lchlin "''t"'f'ost~ t~t wr rxnlore to~n no~~ihL ity of con"~>rt­
int,; t .i 'l t r0un i.nto a re •nlt r Ar:l'?ri.c· n t· !'k ''orce , o~"'"r ' ng 
+,.,. m"n t.t,.;r con:ni~'l'onr nnct rat'nr'" h·ck , tnct rt<>hing 

"'t"'nliPr ·nd n>r:-llnnr-' +1 hrint-; it ·r!dmd,•--·~n it·. + "'"11 
<>tr·m·ttl . CI')10n"-:. Chennrnlt , ... he of"icor in ch[·""l'c , ' s 
·1 r"tir-r>:l n ' r ~or~~ o~'~'lcl'r .h'l '" .; •hly r '"' "'' hy 
Gnn~r· , /r•·nolu . Tf' t 10 Prn~>1tr-nt ' ,;,•:~ thll "11" ·c ·I · on 

( O".·~) 



~~ wort h "X"'lor•n · , •n1' . ~urrie l"lUln h" •l /CI o •tl:,.. l-'" 'l!) 
1 t il t"',.. Arrw · n·1 to "1· "" Cnn"r' , !A> •r•1 "l' • ~c"!' · ' n 

' ' • r · ~· • _ .. t,.,\r t • - ... action . 

• 



THE UNDER SECRETARY Of' STATE 

WASHINGTON 

December 10, 1941 

My dear Mr. President: 

The Chinese Ambassador just called to see me a nd 

has left with me t hi s message addressed to you by 

Generalissi mo Chiang Ka1-shek. The text of tbe mes­

sage is attached berew1tb. 

I am having prepared a reply to be sent in your 

name and I shall send you the t ext of the reply for 

your approval before it is dispatched. 

Bel i eve me 

yours, 

En c. 

The President, 

The White House. 

f 1-' I 

1- <It 



Telegram to the President 
Prom Oeneraliaeimo Chiang Kai-ehek 

Chungking , December 9 , 1941 

I n thie tragic hour when you too are 

aueailed by the treacherous aggressor tbe people 

ot China renew tbeir gratitude to t he people of 

t he Uni ted Sta tes for the understanding and help 

tha t have been given ua. 

To our now common ba ttle we offer all we 

are and all we have t o stand with you until tbe 

Pacific and tb e world are freed from t he curee 

of brute force and endless perfidy. 

Chiang Xai- uhek 

lvbi.~LrA ~ f>< fJ 1 S ~~ 
gv lie k > ~t.C . I ~ ' l'l~ l ' fQJ e ~08, 

--



Dr . T . V. So~ne to thP Unc' ar S<>crater y of Su te (".lp llee) , 
\l.!'sl'>inr-ton, Decam':>Pr 12, 19111 . 

Rec~rte race1ut of 0 c~b1e froM Gpnero1 CriPrrY.F1 - Phok oyprP~A'nr 
tb> ~:pinion hPt P RuM i~n dpr1o- <>t!Gn o r ~·er Sf'PlnAt ;;a:p' n in 
onl y o n?ttar of t ' ~" · 

SEE : Foreirn Re1~t1onQ of tho United St~tes , 1941 , Vol . IV, 
Th p F"r EE>r. t, CAfe"74b. - --

[ Cory ror11e.r t'ed by '•lelleA to ?DR on Dec . 12 , 194'] 

R,- 12/7/5F 



ThE> Chi' 1rmF n of thf Council of Hinie ter~> of tt.e Sov1Pt Union 
(StFltn) to t rr Prer1~ent o~ ~rP Ch l nere ExecvtivP Yuen (Chien() , 
[l·lorc0\4 , Derer.:tber 12 , 19ill). 

Eyrl~ ' n~ th<t Rur• i~ 1• cRrryln~ tr~ orinc t~F l bu~~ Pn of 
t he ~·~;~ r "f"F 1'1s t Germfny ~nc'l ur res Ch i PI'lf'nOt ). \n•i!'t th~t Rue•iP 
"t onC'f' d" c l • r e ~:"r I'P'Pltu>t J rpFn . 

SEE : 

[Tl'F~F1<ti'ln r P<'P i VPd 1n tr" De~<; . of Ste tp fr o:n Dr . T . V . Soonf , 
o/• Dpc . lh . F orl;t-r dptl by ':ettef' to FDR on Der . 17 FftP:' ' .. el1.es 
h .. e pir•t 1"opc\ tl'· .. :'1P"P 0 f"E' t'l FDR 0:1 t hP t" opr:>nr.] 

RW 12/7/"-(. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINCiTON 

KDIORANiml :roR 

'mE UNDER S:ECRE'r.ARY OJ STAT! 

FOR PlUP ARATIOti O'J REPLY 

lOR )(Y SIGNATURE. 

Y. D. R. 

Let ter from c. E. Gauss , United St ates Embassy at Chungking, China. 11/19/41 in which he g ives President i n broad outline, his estimate of t he present posit ion and possibilities in China, viewed in the perspective . 



THE WHITE HOU SE 

WASHI NGTON 

December 1 ) , 1941 . 

l.UY.ORANDU?l i'OR l:IAFRY HOPt.I NS : 

.. 111 you oheok up on this? 

F.D.R. 

Memo from Lauchlin Currie 12/8/41 
attaching brief sta tement on current 
status of shi pments of material and 
personnel to China , both by sea a nd 
by air . 



TH E WHIT~ HOUS~ 

WASH INGTON 

Decemher 13, 1941. 

llFllOIWIDUl.l FOR THf PRESIL!'IIT: 

Re : Far Ea>.t<•rn Situ tion. 

I underst and t.lll't you may di~cu~s this r.it.h the Seer• tary of 
\~l'r this afternoon. I thou"lt you would like to have the follo·.-dnl! 
informati on ~n~di&toly . 

General Arnol d e~kt>d me if I c<>ulrl ncqullint Chienp Kni- s~('k 
1~lh General Brett ' s mi~sion end aek for full cooperation and ~xtreme 
secrecy. I did so throwh Latt:in:ore nnd nt too Sll!!lt' t.irr.E' inr.uirnd about 
plrns for t.he joint a efenee of llurnla, r.bout 10hi ch I 1un pr r.vf'ly cone~>rn"<< 
tond which I diacu. srd at so.11e l,.n.;_h with Genf'r til Gerow. 

I r eceivl'ci t.he following rP· ly t.hiri mornin ~ f roc:1 Lattimore: 

"British ~ve askrd f~r onP reeimcnt Burma 
but hav~ admitted us to no confidence. Gcner~l 
Brett most welcome her!' especially if authori2t>d 
press Britbh for real cooncrntion. Would 
apprechte support yoW' end ." 

I am f \U'ther i .nfonned that the Br i tish hAve no·• requ~>s• ed the 
use of l~nd-lca e m~t•riPl in Burna. 

Chian~ Kai- ahek t old Gt>ccral lt.~--ruder t h•t any and all of his 
resources , a s well as his entire force , would be acd werf' •vail~~le 
t o act in any capt city and full cooperati on offen~ively whenever Md 
wherever thev " eL""' reouired. 

I t seems to me that the Brithh should be u1·ged to tu.ke P.dvo.nt& 'e 
of tlus offer und re~ue~t t wo or three di vi&ions i nstead of one 
regiment , and permit w~t l end- lease mtteri~l ther e i s thcrf' t o be 
used by the~e divisions. This would pun:Llt th~ Sri t i "h to sen 1110re 
Indian reinforcemf'nt.s to llalaya rat.hftr t hi n t o Burma. 

Another possibility you mli"f •·"i~h to con:ti der i s t o IV'vto Genrru 
Brett remtiin in tht Far F.ast for SOIII& tilllto t.o orgAnize l > ro<t>-sc~l,. 
Am•·ricM air offr>nsi ve oporations ; h• vt- the Britibh send n t op..flivht 
officer t ~ Chins an~ try to gP.t som~ rer l coopt>ration. 

I s th~r,. ~>1\Yt.hin·: you would lik•• m~ t.o reply to LAttilllorA ' s 
cables ? 

~..._Le ~-
~~in ~urrie ~ 





\ . 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS HINGTON 

DecembP.r 29 , 19Ll . 

Tl'1<> sin •l•' snu>'~dron o.f' ~h, A. V. Ci . "tatior.c-1 ~t 
R;oneoon h~s takPn p"rt in tw-:> rlefcn !:'iVP 1'ctions . 

I n the f'irqt f1 C1" ion on ri"'Cf ~b I" 21, the s IU-tdr on 
shot down six enemy nlflnes , los i.n.c· t wo pl 'ln"s , t VJo 
oilots, a n•l four nlrm,& d,~.:;<d . In t' e second actio"' , 
cta• <' unre"Oorted, t he Jap:;'1 ... Se fo"ce ,.a co.noosed of 
s i xtr bonher s and ei3~t .. en fi?ht~rs . The A. V.G. squ~dron 
shot do1nn thirt~>en f i O'l tr>rs and four bombers . I Ls 
loso;es co"lsist• d of t.vo nl;.ne• <tnd t .to pil.,t.t> mi> ~in~, 
fnd thr .. e m )r e pl .. no.::s dama1""d . 

The combi n•·(i t ot 1l of pl;.nes l ost , :nis:;in · ··nd 
dam >3ed in the:;e t vo ac~.ions i s elev("n, which probr hly 
c11t ::; the s t r en'{th of t he soutldron i n h.'\lf. 

~:::<'c ='~ 
Lauchlin Currie 
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