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I T HE JOHNS HOPKI NS UN IVERSITY 
SALTIMOA!:. MARYI.AND 

THC WAI..TEA H I NCS PAO E eOHOOI. 
0, INTE:ANATIONAI.. IULATIOH8 

O!ill IJ'l"!T:OP£ 

Pc rnonal J.Jott. Us 

I ' \ 

t.pril <r . ' 

Born, lashillb-ton , D. C., Jul•• f9 , 1900. ~at.h ocrr~tr, rt 
t•'ht ti:re hich school tCtJcl•crs in 'ashint,ton. 

L " 

l qOl. "'nl'en b) P<''"~nts to Chi, , · l,rrr. frtLcr , n, vid 
Lattirlore , e.p!>Ointed to teach French c.nd Eni:lil'lh ·t ·c.m-nnr Univrrctty , 

>anghe.i . T!'li' was r.t thr bestnn~nr; of thr Chinese Gov•"=ent ' s 1J05:\; 
r oxf'r 11rogrhr.l of higher oduct.tion under ovcrn~rnt auspiccc . (Orirtnnl 
fcr.lil:• c onnection with Ch.i.rut : fz:.thcr ' s <ldrr eistrr had et that tir'e 
nlrccd:1 ll' en 'or ~o: 1C ;renrs " Prcnbyt< rio.n mi sioru: ry . ) 

1q05 . F~:.thor nppoint.cd to Chili 'i. ""r "rovincinl 'l~r· al 
School ct Dao• ingru in lorth China . 

191: . . Up to thi• time cducrtinn entirely by pcr~nts . I n 
1!11• tllkcn to <>witzert&nd, o.nd until SU!:':"Cr of 1<11' stuo~ed < t ::ol.C.br,c 
Cl.rs ique C&nto""l" , I.O.U<>~nn", \'.o:ltzc·r1rnl! . 

1914. "'&en to ! nt:J.t nd ror sum; cr 'lolid<.:r . "" bro"~ ""t . 
Left in ~·ng1and ,.,hen rc~aindcr of f ut'.lly rctu'1led to China . 

191~ . Ent na<l st. Bte ' s School , Curol>~!'lLnd, r.n, lond . iic
mti.incd there until 1919 . ;.'tudies •.ainly classical. 

1919 . r:eturnod t o ChillQ v4 t:uc z (thun not tr&V"llin? thro'Jf:h 
u . ::' . I . ) 

1919-1920. Joined the British ~il'r.l o~ l•rnho1d and Co . at 
"'ientsin; l ater trunsf er'l'cd to "henchni. 'orked ~ir"t :n irmort orf'ico 
( uritish niece r.oods ) ; then on inaur£nce. 

1921. "ub- cditor o~ "' ltl.Y <dition of uritl sh- o·.mE'd t'ckinJ! 
and ...- irntsin "'"i nrs . 

l qln . f'r+>u,r, Du•·id Lutti oorc , nt tr at ti=e ''rorcs or at 
neiyn!IG 'niv er. ity, Ti entsin , c.nd tho "cn.:.ol· ~or<irncr in the CHno~e 
GO\r~rnr.c nt 1 ~- educational :3r t-vice, rf tirrd fro1:1 C: ino end ll:nt"'oi....,+f"d to 
C11!.ir ri,..-t in Frr l·rottr"n rclctio"~ C1l>l 'hrn in intor "t r~:rl'!follth 

CoD cee. 



-

19r" -· f . d•ll'!lCd to r·m o• t.rnhole en Co. O'!'•rd 
~ .ir.fl• o ... 1r. urtner , t-J. nl'"o t t. r:tit• ::• ... ~,., ....... ,, . ., lit'\ •·te ,.,._ 
"".01 Q ae+• en.~ ' , "'i:rn b-Id, "(:--nuts . Bcca e l'trr:"tr e"""" M 
i"!. l'U ·n,. .. ~ 'n 1n ,..ior, n lin ... rot.l or tlu 'l t 

1 tc.x:1 ~ ., _. 
" o,.ur-r :-• , " etc . 

19!_£ o (k.i" r:1C ~ Jr!J:. l &etinc f It": l!, ('Vi I } r llr! 'H r -
10\l~ bu i•es inc " •ng ne otl.! ti"'ls ~"'·eun•ng en irt !'!:·• .!···l loen 
-•dft ~·o~ 1014 . 

19~f . e•it;ncd rror , l"nhold 1 nd Co . in Ol' • r to f"rvul in 
intt t•ior . 'nr-it d leonor ol ~, " J dro't ·t. •• fl.,. t" ... o,.,., ·or 'rho ... , a !' . 
i'ols;r.""~ or io~ , !lltr:rn !i.J.V"'r it;r . ldr o" t.re,·•l '" ·trr:.or n"-lt
in:..•rC1 '"""O co .. trl'•s Y.it..loa C '"e!' c. -vr..n "t-~ c.... "" vot"J! nd ,.~ CM 
~cr. f'l ,. .. r--vtn f"ro C!.l:'"l ·-'-iM n t rrrJgh ~ ol t +o l,. ~;~ . ~!.r_._ 
1nttn•io11 ,_,s to ro c re r:nrir+.nt nn. r , rn c· r..,~,.·wl rtl' t.• C'l "' 1~ 
grct lf ·f't!':l or 0'''" on "!1in~ rlrna" co 'H cti.rm btt•• 'n C "' rn~ l"lnPr 
Asir nn ~ibc:-iL . •t. rtt-d on n ,1e>tt.rnc ro,b!' 'l"' o 1 ,. t11d C nf:! c 
:'~'.,..ki tan to ,.n 'r "in: ; ,.. c «,;a s -,tr'l i.t:n 
..,·· C ,..1 C rt,•• "" rt 0( +o ... U.-'"r .._ 

1 
0"1 T 

1 
1 ..,13; 

... o ... ~o , 1~~9 . 

19!:7 . tr, t of l , '"Ct.,.. sn('nt l·l tt•r·-cl ~ ~ ·cr.:l:• 1'\ C .11"1£: e 
'"'•tr' .. .!. tru: , 'l"! re to• ~l"d t • ~"c \Pt'lo ~Ldll r !'& i"'Jc nd n• ~o· :-nr .. rron 
C 1 '""1 t ... O'Jb~ ~ibc:-!.r to ""eo ""u-'•i .. Le:'l . To ·-t !l o!" r c .. ~<t .. _,d 
(]'1: :.·~":·en C .. i e e t-ki.-t.:J to _nd:.Z:. . O!ll: ! r,. -rr· t 0 •o ' ~·-:-" · 
:'"i'"o t D t100:t ; Ut';( •e-n .,.u ... ni11"\1 .,C ... or}:1 -l·1. 

l~~~q . tu 'TlEci to 1"''l"iCL . '" ~·•s ~"1l' +,.!.-it to J. O .. iCi;. 
ni.nce lra~ i:lf ·t o" lc t~ t..."l 0..,,.. ·e r . ... ... li to ,.o,..~l '"'·"! ,,.e 
c '"'T" Cou..~c 1 "or c ""r>ho .. h ,.. ,.o t t.\"' L!\ tu~ in ·.::.nc riA , ':t 

• 1 .,,. .... onn o .t "'\.ol'le~ • o '" • ,,. co ·lt:• ~"ro~ !.f"r •o- it O!"'J -
a.."l.t"l·'Jri.r , o.nuol11: , C'1!..necc urkistt....."1 - t- t.('rn r dnr tnd :.tCI'"iu .. 1)-i~ 

to lock of r,-rr!.ct n r c"d" •ic tl"r inir.(l , 't n• r1r t by n~l.E.l cicncl' •e
sr .. rch Co\1ncil to \'ork ""or o. frVT •o"!':h ,.. tl,c Li•·i:sion o~' Jnthr'lroltJ :f, 
• oG. ...... r· • "l-.i 'fir.'" "'ot intr ed .. ten c t to t• c., "':t c.,• lTf"''"'olo i !. 
:..r:. r u.::r~ ; • "..T'W"t "' o ccqui: ide:t o~" J. r.-·c·-. -r!t,t•c 
::- .. rr-h ret..,od!: . 

1 ,, 11- /0 . Pl nt non.,..l..v c ·toe. r 1 u"'ldrr ,..oc·hJ. • eif'DC'' ( ., · ,..ch 
Counc11 F~llot'1"'htr , L.n c.ne ltrit' . ""rm· j .:r!t"l"""", t: xe-lnl!y ,, -n 
~:'1 nor .ern n • ur r. • t:o...,• ~; : P" r- •t '• 1 rro lo .,r C ""'"l:c• 1 '.. r1 
19·!"; r. o~o! o'" t.'D"'~ rt 1 rv; ,r , "• . 

1? C!- 1 . Ye 1" •· .t i 'ci "inr (" l-in;.) , un r c. ~ Uo1 !!• o f'"ro· t!r t.T'I.~ .. r'- rnchi;tg !net. t.ut.c . "'t.uct, o"" C .Lnt! .. t 'lrlc 1,.. t,.,•inl . 
f~C'J Ltn th('l t.y~· or ~h ''o"lt ol :!Lnrur , , .... 1tt tt"l t!'tl" .. ""n1 n . rro 
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T HE W HITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 6, 1941. 

li.!:]~QRANDUll FOR THE PliEi>IDENT: 

Rot Political Adviser to ChiAnR Kni-qhek. 

I am attaching (a) n mcmor-anJum which 
I showed you last week , (b) a l etttr f rom 
Ieaiah Bowman and (c) a letter from Admiral 
Yarnell. 

I should like to renew rJil su,_• -estion 
that you give o-.. en Lattilllore an appo1ntl:lont 
to discuss the Chinese situat ion before 
tRkiJll:: ~ny action. If you should d&eide 
t o rec.,.,end him it is o:ost imoortant ·hat 
be be thought. to posseu your confidence. 

~~·c.~· 
~o Currie • • < 



THE WH ITE HOUSE 

WAS H INGTON 

lffi.!ORANDUM FOR THJo PllJo.SI DFilT: 

Re : Pol1t icRl Adviser to Chieng Kni-shek. 

Apr il 29 , 1941. 

Ever s i nce our discussi on on this matter I ~-we been looki ng for the 
rit:ht man, as the posi t i on is of enormous importPnce, particularly et. the 
present juncture. I think I h• vc found the m:m in OwPn Lattimore, the 
OirPctor of t he \'1111 tcr Hines Pa~c School of I nterns t i onnl Rel • t ions of 
J ohns Hopkins Univer s ity . Followi nP, i s a br i ef list of Lattimore ' s quPl i f i 
cnlions: 

l . Speaks Chinese f luent ly i n addi t i on to various Mongol oi Plects . 

2 . Spent mAny year • in China and b regarded as the foremost authoJ•
ity on llon"olle and is the author of nu:ny books on the AsiEn lands border 
i ng Chine. 

3 . Has been editor of Pacif i c Affa i rs s i nce l 9J J . 

4. As Director of the Pru:e School of J ohns Hopkins has given courses 
on "Curr ent Polit i cal Pr obl r-ms of the Orient " and "China E.nd Japan: 
Polit i cal Parti es and N~tiond Policies ." 

5. Has not been as•oci ated ~~th any group or f acti on i n China end 
has not met any of t he prominent ChinPse l eaders . He has taken a consist
enLly liber a l position Md has come i n for some critici sm from both the 
ext reme l eft and extreme r~ht . 

6 . He has a pl easing manne r and has a deep admirat i on nnd affec t ion 
fo r China and the Chinese . 

7. His oolitical attitudes are Nrw Denlish tmd in a lon'( discu~sion 
vdth him I foUnd no points of di fference in attiturl~s • nd appraisals of 
current Chinese probl ems ar.d per sonalit.i es . HP •·ould exer t his in~lu•nce 
in t he directi on of democr acy, the unihd front vnd rcsi st cnce t o Js pe.n . 
He would be , I am convinced , an extr emely 11ble • nd per su.sive protagonist 
in China of your br o•d political attitudes . 

I should l ike to suggest that befor e hkinR ~tny • ction, you h· ve a 
t al k with him on current Chinese prol>lems . If you should deci de to 
r ecommend him, the fact of yow· having consultrd him pr eviousl y would adci 
e normously to his pr estige i n China . 

M~-<C. 
~in Currie 
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T HE -.IOH NS H OPKINS UNIVERSITY 

BALTI M ORE. MARYL.ANO 

'r . Curr! : 

Co • 
cat. thiu£ o"!" no b 
ab ut Ch " tJ, n ., otL· r 
t .. < l •• 1UL< tlu ntly . 
f"ci< nt i1 C r.d I Cf 
,.,~t.l uo-'ll.c t:.n 
a ~.tt t ln t: ToW1 Clr :.. 
f or . 

Sinccr l J yourw, 

e:.rc:: c nee r. d , I 
tnorou, h] y !n;. orr. 
···"' . I! 

r. 01 11 

t.nO'i:' 

in hi& 

do .. cu 
Gtt..uy

All 

I ~ (_._ h_ ~A.--V\. 

:.&t:chl1n Curr! , 
,;CnUn1 t.r t!.\+ ·'
Thu "h!t tloiL.L 
1~athill(;ton , D. C. 

T t 
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, ll R. y ........... 

RIIAM ADMJ•u U S N (D
~ . . . ~"""") 

62 AYUULT SlliDT, N...,..,oT, R. I. 
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Dtl'nrhnr nt o£ • tn b 

1:" 1,0~\IRl: 

TO 

l.tlltr drafttd 5/ 21/41 

The Presi dent 

........ ..,_ .. ,.•••- I-
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,.,. • .w-nw:l,""-co"" ... """"" T- •• 
,/'THr U :CIII,ti'AJU' MeTA TIC 

t- ~ .f. 
•• ..,.,_,__, 0 , c. 

DEPARTMENT oF sTATE I( .,. c' · 
WASHINGTON ~ " V 

1 
j 

Hay 21, 1941 -"' I 

HE~IORANDU14 FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Reference your confidenti al memor andum of May 19 . 

The Chinese Government has in the past appointed 

various A~ericans to serve it as poli tical advisers. 

Most of such advisers have been per sons >~ho were outs t and

ing i n t he field of political science . Owen Latti more i s 

~tell and pleasantl y known t o a number of my associa tes 

and I percei ve no obJect i on t o the Chinese Government ' s, 

shoul d that Government so desire, appointing Mr . Lattimore 

to t he position mentioned . I t is assumed that Mr. Lattimer• 

would of course in any ' such position f unction as a private 

American citizen and not a s an official of this Government . 

Your f ile i s returned herewith. 

Enclosures : 

1. Hr . Currie ' s memora ndum, 
April 29 . 

2 . From Isaiah Bowman, 
May 2 . 

3 . From Admiral 
May 2 . 

Yar nell, 



Rerercnot :rour conr1dent t al mt~randu. or MAJ 19. 

The Ch1neee Gover~nt bee 1n thf ~••t ~-pointed 

v~rloue ~~erlcana t o serTt lt •• polltlcal r.dvl aer e . 

~oet or ~uch 1~v11ere have be~n per son• Who were outtt&nd

lng l n t he t1eld or poll U olll aoience. Owen L~ ttlcore 11 

well ~o ~l eae•ntlt i novn t o ~ nuaber or _, eaoclates 

and 1 ~ercelvc no ?~Jectlon t~ the ~1nocc Covern~cnt ' a , 

should t~t Oove:rn ent ao de~1re , ~rpe1nt1n~ Mr. Lr tticore 

to t•~ ~~ ltlo• -~n~lor.~ . lt le . 11u~•~ thr t ~r . L~ttl•ore 

vould or c-ou:rpf' 1 • "l:J' .. nch -oel t1on :'unction 1111 • pr1 " • te 

·~•rle ~n ei t1te~ ~r.d not ra an ottiol nl ot tbl a Government . 

Y1or tllt 11 re turned htr ev1t h. 

' Coro oU .~·u 

.noloaurea: 

1 . nr . Currle'a ~~r ndu•, 
r r1l 20. 

2 . rr, • l11e1 .. h 1 o>'San, 
M'IJ 2. 

3. rro• Adalral l•r ntll , 
.... ,. 2 . 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTO N 

Ma y 19 , 1941. 

Ar]UOR.t-..... Dtf..: FOR TilE 

Sl!.CRL'LHY O.r rATL: 

COld I!Lali'IJ 1 -
Wha t do you t hink of ha~ing 

t he Chinese Go~ernment appoint Owen 

Lattimore as political adT1aer? It 

sounds good to me. 

Memorandum from Lauchlin Currie , 5/6/41 to the 
President , in re Political Adviser to Chiang 
Kai-shek, attached to which is memorandum which 
Mr. Currie sent to the President 4/29/41, suggesting 
Owen Lattimore for t he position, letter from 
Isaiah Bowman, 5/2/41 to Mr. Currie , letter from 
H. E. Yarnell , Rear Admiral , U.S.N. (Retired) , 
~/2/41 to • r . Currie , and personal history sheet 
or Owen Lattimore . 



THE WH ITE HOUSI 

WASHINGTON 

June 5, 1941. 

!(l::IIORANOUJ.I F:lR THE PRI:.SI;;DlT: 

Re : Owen Lattimore . 

I ~ returnina herewi~h y,ur 
file, t o which I have add"(! the cable 
a· nt b1 the State Departm•nt to General 
Chi.•ng and his r eplY. 

I m•y add that T. V. Soon; sa" 
Ow~n Lattioore on June J and eor.el~~d 
the arrang..,ents . I undrrstand UVIt 
Lattimore i s to l eave ~ clippPr on the 
24th. 

t ·~ · < <" c-c.-..;..._ 

lin Curl'ie 
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RS ChWl8k1n<; via N. R. 

Dated JW1P l, 1941 

Rec'd )145 a.m. 

Secretary of St at e, 

219, JW1e l, 10 P.U. 

Deo~ rtrnnnt 1 s 108, ll.ay :>9, 6 p.m. 

FOLLOoi'JN:} FOR CUF.RU. FROII GE.i.ERAL CHIAll:i KAI SHD<: 

"Your rneuaee of 29 Yay r eceived. Gener•llasimo 

t hAAl<e President for e~~go~eeting Owen Lattimor e ae poll-

tical adviser and i s wirinv, T. V. Soon~ consult you re-

gnrding tenu or contr:>ct for Dr . Lettilllore tour •• 

GAUSS 

RR 

\ 

"" , 



MB:r 29, 191.1 

"'oon 
A'.U:.IBA SSY, 

CHUN:JKI~ VIA N. R. 

108 

Please com'llunicate the follo,vin ~ l'ro'll Currie to 

General Chi~tn'! Kai-sh~>k . 

c.,U.)TE. Doer General Chian":;: ThF President has 

been pleased t o give careful c:>nsideration t" your re uost 

for assist·mce i n socurinr, a pol itical adviser and noVI 

su~~ests for consideration O;;e:1 Lattimorf' , Director of the 

Pa~e School of I ntrrn· t.ional 'telat i ons of Johns Hopkins 

Universi ty, as a per 6on adMirahly equipp~rl for the po~t . 

Shoull'! you C<i ~e to act unon t his sugP,est.i on it i s as"u.'l!ed 

th;?.t you will do so throuP,h your Embassy here . It would be 

expected that Dr . Lat':.imore would serve as a private citizP.n 

~nu n:>t in any w~y as a r eorese71t..ativP of thP United St ates 

Govern~ent . An early resoonse will be appreciated, as Dr . 

Lattimore i s scheduled to give a course of l ectures starting 

June 9. Currie. UNQUDTE. 

FE: 1001: Mlill FE 

HULL 
(SKH) 



· ·- ------------- --- - --~ - - -- -------------- -- - - ------------· ----------------------------------- ---------------------------

TELEGRAM 
\\ 

26'1/U . RA . lo-. 
TD. Ruxton, Mar yland, June 6 1 1941 

General Edwin M. Watson. 

This i s to confirm appointment Wednesday June 11th 

12 : 50 p . m. 

Owen Lattimore. 



June 7, Hl41 . 

Ja!IORANDUM IroR UUCHLDl CURFII H: 

'!'he Preside nt su(;Beots this 
reply be dela:re4 - tbnt arrnngenents 
be Jnade tor l.lr. Ltitt1more to cone in unu 
••• him on Uonduy: then send the ouble 
that t he President does knorr h :bt . 

C . K . Cw.U!lCH 

- I ~~c,. ~ c; 



5 . You told Lauchlin Currie that you might want to 

-----· ~ 

see Owen Lattimore, head of the Walter Hines Page School of Diplomacy of ~ohns Hopkins. Would you like to have him come in today or Saturday morning? 

-- ~ tl'-.. /Jv / If--
~----
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TH IE WHIT IE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 20, 1941. 

WElfORANrull FOR THE PRESIDENTz 

Re: Announc•ent of L&tt1sn1 t appo1rrtpzt, 

Accord.i.ng to T. V. Soong, the 
Generalis simo is holding orr &117 &nDO\IDC ... 

ment in t he hope that an announc.-eot w1ll 
cooe from t he Wbite House. In the MUJt.iM, 
t he news is getting around and Lattaore'• 
departure on the 8tb is coming cloter. 1 11111 

wonderi.ng, t herefore, whether ;,ou wo.Ud care 
to authorize me to auggeat to Sooa, that be 
i ssue the attached stat..ent. The t.portaut 
words , of course, are •oo the ryw1 natloa ot 
Presi dent Roose.elt•. This .. ana a great 
deel both to the Chinese and to Lattaore' • 
prestige and ability t o get tbinge done, 
Otherwise, Lattimore will start ritb AD 

initial handica9 aris ing !rom the ~U~picion 
t. hl\t his r elationship with you ie r-.ote. 

Laucblin Currie 



M!ZJO!lANDUll "'R THE "l!.E~ : 

Memorandum for tho PreRtdent fror:1 Hon . L<wchHnl Currie, l,/')0/1.1 , enclosin& e ore~t of a stateoent to be lssued by T. V. Soong, tn r e tne nomlnotlon of Pr e•ldent Rooaovelt ond opoolnlmUn b h:• C.eneralis•lmo Ch\llng Y.et-1h9k of !lr. Owen L&ttlmore as his oor~onal oollt leal suvisor for a ~rlod or ~lx mont.hs , on r·hich 1!1 notat ion "L.C. o .K. /'DR" , •ent to Mr . Currie, 6/')1 /41. 



It i .J ann.,Wlcod from ChUI'll:kl ru.; thl't on the no. unlit ion 
of Pre~'\dent Roosev• lt G~nerrl1ssin10 Chian~ K<'i-sh<>k hils 
appo1llt.t'd lolr . O..~n 4l Umore hb Pf ruon'll politic,·l. edviaOI' , 
for C p-ri od Of U months . lolr . !.l'ttiJ"' ''t' ill lf'•V~ for 
China ~edict.ely. 

lo(r . t.at•inor~ , who MS been Dirf'CtOr Of thP h l.br 
Hines Pa ·o ~chool of I r.t rn .•. ion,.::. r.~l ion" at the John 
Hopldr.s Univl"r iLy since 1938, anJ editor o~ the u· rter y 
PacFi,r A 'Cnirr since 1934, hiJ • not previou1ly h•ld f'I'\Y 
polit i ctl pout . As a politicrl comml'ntAtor , hi, roput•·ti on 
has been ba~~d on his lon~ re~i1Pncc in China, hi ide 
trav<ls , anu his deep kno~.led :" of Chin-se ur~ · n-1 sympattiY 
for Chinese aspiration~ . H~ i$ lh• nutho~ of 6 nun' r of 
st>..nd•rd wor s oi scholor!l'tip an lr vd 11111 i• an int•ma 1<n
ally reco~. ed ulhori~y for Uanehuri• &~o~olia. ln c~~~nt
in- on Chira ' ~ four ye11r o~ ar ror n•tior·•l li' ration l':t> 
has esc·E'ciell:r e!llphashed ~~ vi01 P·~t Chin~ 1. not :n~rrly 
the protege of the dunocrscits , hut. h~rself ll mo•jor c'r4llpion 
of de:nocraey , l>ccru'e she h.:.:l been fi ;htin;:, "1:· inst h• wl <'r 
odds than any oth• I' country, t.o crunt• • n•·" independtmt 
democracy of her O\ln . !Jr. LaLtiJn•we ' • 1\ppointmcnt. i e vie11od 
at Chw1~kin· ~sa m•jor tok. n of th• stPadily increa~ing 
under_ t&ndin~ bctwHn Chinrs• · nd /1111 ·ricrn~ . 



• 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

W ASHINGTON 

ycr1 - ,.. '"t t ~~ "'econd rt! ... t~r rh IH d 

f . 

M Cl?r 1'\l'l.:! f ror.a-:-. .f'ih C~arrle , ,..,, 1.1 to 
t.1f!i Pr.u .. ~u'lnt, /att·~cr.eu 'lrt "t or , rPonrU 
,.,.t r rr~tJ the Pre'li ier.t to t.h~ Getl'\r•lJ.,.n\mo 

Chinn" Knt-shek, tor LA\.t l 'or • t.o bf!rr . 
(OwM [,~ttlnora ) . Tt fR n lMt~r or 
ln!rcxhrtion . -. 

~ 



"- :>) , l tU • 

. .... r~l•••=• 

l \M• • I"Nt pl..,•":)r• tu 114..-vdf\T to '" •• a..., wttlaore. J ...... t.~ 14 ~-..n .,b)loe f)f btht 
.. .,. wu" •tt1 1 kM1t t lll t tw h tac.tu • tt1 th '" t:t 
~ht• ee...-4 wU.:l ., t.eb ,.uu.u at\i.hd... I 
~rut \~• 7ft. will tteMt t.S e ,.dine• ~lprlll.. 1 r.ll7 
a- T..ei r t.e, .. 0..1 ~. t 't t+U!!t _.Mil~ ,.. yow 
,.lut .. l •ft1••r ~ wtu ll!f ~'t ~171ft ClltM' • 
bt•rut.1 .a4 \lwll bb -.pbta ~U]' •H l te ,, , _,.. 

lt k • ~akm eos. u .. t3 tOri:" a COil~ 
...,..,.,. 4'<Ud t.et.;,1led leu-.-l.,IW! 11 p7o~ !or CltlM 
aiM\ t o rh it 1a wtU. ..... .,.ll •t:t t!:lll lrtt.l.tl '""'a ... 

~., ••• p:"Qtfta h _... ~tkio" ·~ .,.,.,,,., -• 
,.. .. n fOW't ~ •t ~1l3' ho:nat.h" aad.,.."\.a or t btt 
•Jo.r 1~ or ,..,.r ....,at, . ... h . Ia Vw -.ur~l~H 1 ,..., 
w.p.ru t.t.t. '-' ""'"t•u• ~~HnP'•• ,.1-,....q totR b~ our 
t.rf"MW..at• ~ll. .-..u. 1A ,..._ 1y 11Je~an4 car~ ..,..1' r • t. lill"N lo&d. 

lrr•. loo~lt ,lltlM u 11! •ll~M~ to T<lQ 
1 llfl -.._,~ cadu • v karU••t vhru ffll' J"Q'IU' Pf'l'~l 
~lth n:' pNJ#,.f'rity. 

l b x..U~, 
O...r.U••U. Ql._ ~d4l' • • 
t?e•l•ea~, llr••ttve ,._., 
c~. aas ... 

(ml) 
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CA.BLZ TO LAUCHLlll CURRIE .FROM MADAME CHHNC KAI - SHEK 

ClillNGKING, July 22, 1941. 

FOU.OYII NG I S FROi.! C:l<ER!.LISSI1l0 TO TUE PRESIDUI'l' 

"DR . LATT!l!ORE YF;$'l'J:..1DAY PRESJil,'Tl'D LE1Tr:R OF lNI'!lODIJCTION 

CO!>"TD.TS OF Wt:ICll I S l<UC!i APPRECI,.T:E.D. RECEIVED VE!lY 

FAVOiWll.E n.!PRESSI ON Of DR. L.<TTI1'0!U: DlJRll\G Il>'Tr:RVHl': . 

OWING TO RAII''Y SEASO,. MD REORGAJ.IZATI ON , TRhFFIC Oil 

BURMA ROAD \/ILL NO'r APFRECIJ..BLY INCRh....SE UN'I IL OC'I'O.BER , 

C!IDll'!AULT Pl.t.NS ST/lKr OPERATIONS Dl KON'&NG BY OCTOBER 

FIFTU11l'H. L:Efi!WI!iiU HOPES 'IQ l:lfi'ORCE CC!IBAT TR.'Jl'lll/G 

I N BURMA I F LOCAL .\UTHORl'!' It.S CONSD.'T. WI LL YOU PLEI'.SE 

TRY EXPEDITE BOllBll,G PL\N1lS SO NECESSARY Til COUNTER 

OFFENSIVE. YOUR LEI'l'::R SENT THROUGH DR. LATI'll.!ORE 

RECEIVED. 1'/Al114 TH.\NKS FOR YOUR EFFOm'S It. CI.IINA ' S 

BEHALF. 
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THE U NDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

July 26, 

My dear Mr. President: 

I am eend~ng you tor your consideration a t ele-
,. y 

gram ~thich I have received today from Gaues , our new 

Ambassador in Chungki ng. 

The messages to which he refers in his t elegram 

a re oessages addressed by l·:r. Currie to O'.:en Lattimore 

and to l·ladame Chiang Kai- sbek. 

I personally reel that Ambassador Gauss is Justi
-v' 

\ 11, fled in h i s complai nt and, owinB to the trying cond1-

..,~ t1ons which exist in Chungking and the great d1tf1cult1es 

~ · inherent in his mission at this time, I do not feel it 
\'II 

wise to keep our Ambassador uni nformed ot i mportant 

messages or the kind to which he refers . 

Will you let me know what your decision may be? 

I f you agree with my own recommendation I wi ll be glad 

to talk personally with Lauchlin Currie and explain the 

situation to him so that he may understand why t he 

v 
(\ ~ The President, 

\ '<~~ ' The White House. 

) 



Department 1s aek1ng t hat messages which he sends to 

off1c1als i n Chungking pass through t he hands o f our 

own Ambae sador. 

Believe me 

Enc , 



_..-....::; .... f'IICf41A.~ ...... IINCAf't01'4" 
TH& ••c"""" w n A f"lr • ...-,._,. c. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

.A ) 

• 

J uly ~0 , 1941 

There 1e enclosed t or your 1nformrt1on n cony of n 
note or J uly 29 , 1941 from t he Chin~ee Arnbaeecdor 
trpnsm1 tt1n e tele~.:Taphic cesea ·e of J ul:; ?? l1V.LreB"ed 
to you by General Cl!irn~· Ko1- shek . As Gen~r3l ::1!1enrr1 s 
teluE;rt>c is in tl-:e r.P.ture of ~ renl.t to yo ·r le:ter of 
June ~3 del ivered to ili r.l 'oy Dr . Owen l.r-ttir.lore , no 
acknowl edgment woul d azynear neceasrry . 

I n ecknowl ed 1n ;;l'.e note from the Chlncee A.Qbaeoecl?r 
I nm infor ming the Ambaa&:-tdor thf't Gen rel CUcng' e :neE-
sate hes been conveyed to you. 

Enclosur e : 

Fro::1 C!.in('ae A::.
caee~dor , July 29 , 
'11th encloFure . 



, !:rE:FRE) 

My dear Mr. Secretary: 

CHINESE EMBASSY 
WASHINGTON 

July 29 , 1941 

I have Just received a telegraphic message from 
Generalissi mo Chieng Ka1- shek which he desires to be 
conveyed t o the President. I ehall be grat eful it you 
will be eo good ae to transmit it to 1te high desti nation. 

I wish to take this ouportunity to express to you 
the deep gratification f elt by my Government and people 
over the statement which you made on July 24th in regard 
to Japeneee aggressi on in Indo-China and over t he measures 
which t he United States Government haa taken tor the 
freezing control of Chinese and Japanese assets. 

I em, my dear Mr. Secretary, 

Very s i ncerely yours, 

HU SHIH 

Enoloaure: 
Telegr am as above. 

Honorable Sumner Welles, 

Acting Secretary of State 



TELEGRAil TO 
THB PRESIDENT OF THE UUITED STATES FRO!.t GE!IERALIS:):U.:O CHIANG KAI-SHEX 

CHUNGKING, JULY 27 , 1941. 

I have read with great pleasure your letter of June 
twenty- third which was deli vet·ed to me by Dr . Owen Lattimore 
upon his arrival in Chungking . I am happy to have eo capable 
a man as my political adviser, especially in view of the fact 
that be is in complete accord with your basic political attitude. 
I have bad no hes itation in placi ng deep confidence in him, 
and I can a ssure you that hie advice will receive my most 
car eful consideration . 

Your lend-lease program for China which i s being carried 
out under your orders is highly appreciated by Chinese Govern
ment and people. iii th regard to the Burma Road , every thing 
possible has been done to increase ita capacity, but all 
i mpo rtant works of improvement can only be undertaken after 
the r ainy season, which begins in June and ends in October. 
It i s my humble opinion that this i nt ernational route to the 
sea is of vital importance to China's war of resistance, and 
should t hereJore be improved and kept open at any coat . I am 
confident that , with a dequate assistance f rom America, China 
will be able to frustrat e the Japanese plan for dominating 
the Pacific , and in oommon with all democratic countries to 
vindicate our common cause against international banditry and 
lawlessness . 

Ltrs . Chiang 



- 2 -

l.lr s . Chiang joins me in sending you and tAre . Roosevelt ou1 

cordial greetings and beat wi shes for success of the great and 
noble wo rk you have undertaken in bringing a bout a better and 
happ ier world order . 

CHIAllG KAI - SHEK 



':"?sf 

\ .~THE WHITE HOUSE 

~ WAS HINGTON 
' 

November 21, 1941 

ll EMORANDU!4 FOR THE PRESI DENT: 

Re : Owen Latt imor e. 

On November 14 I r eceived a cable 
from Owen Lattimore stati ng thct he was 
coming hqne for three months 1 leave, 
st arting January 15. Today I receiv~d 

a cabl e readi ng as f oll ows : "I n order 
retur n befor e spr ing devel opments , 
Gener alissimo suggested I make t r i p now, 
ret urning end January . Please ch~nge 
r eservat i on to cli pper nearest December l 
Hongkong. Ask wif e get ready." 

This may be an indicat i on that 
Chiang Kai - shek i s not taking the Yunnan 
threat as seriously as he did. 

Lauchlin Curr i e 



--
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THE W HITE HOUSE 

WASHIN GTON 

-"!.Jjl ~ ILL 

!iovemoo · 21, 1 !1 . 

!l lilAIIDIJl. FOR 

Her'! is en ex<Jorpt f l"Or I' 

, ercoual le tt"r frol:l Chinr. . Pl• :.e 
r I'd ond return in per o . Do n·>t 
lP.t the C~reer Service~ ople .ee 
1 t, 011 it would only hurt t\ e · rittr . 

F . D. R. 

( 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHIN G TON 

Cl\ ~ra.'=/ ~~ 1u • 

~-~r 

November 21 , 1941. 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

Here i s an excerpt from a 
pe rsonal lett er from China , Please 
r ead a nd ret urn in per son, Do not 
let the Career Servioe people see 
it, as it 'M:luld only hurt the writ er. 

F , D. R. 

Re Ambassador G~>uss . 



Excerpt from a Personal Let ter October 15, 1941 

• • •• He1·e is somethin~ for you very much w1der the hut , but ,,hicb you may 
find useful to pass on if tbe occasion arises . l'le have a misfirts here as 
an Ambassador . I •m t:oing to speak very frttnkly about tltib for eveu tho~h 
i t be heresy I think it ~tffects the inter ests of the U.S.A. 

I've known Mr. Gau.ss f or yeurs . . . . ..... He made a reput11tion in dhanehai 
for standing up agai nst the Jape . Owosition i s his long suit . He i s as 
stubborn as a mule and hi,; t;ermb.n b.ncesto:cy accentuatt.s i t . He would have 
made a swell co1·pora1.i on or criminal lawyer . .tlut despite his 30 odd years 
i n China , he has never lived among t heul, does not unJei·stt!nd them , and 
conceals very poorly his disl ike of them. The~ sense this just as a 
dog or horses senses jt in a human . He resents it if the~ i nvite him out 
(and has refused several dinners) but !llso r esents it if they don't invite 
him . 

Just today, Vincent (1st Secretllry , who lives wi th us) and I have expended 
all of our w et trying to get him to accept an invit11tion to t he Foreign 
Minister' s two nights hence . He refused bec11use he wa s invited alone and 
t hinks some of his staff should have been invited . 14ainly he dislikes 
cross ing t he river a t ni&ht and being with them. 

More than this , however, he is anti-Br i tish and anti-lease lend . He 
t hinks the British wi ll bamboozle us in the end and that \\e ought to 
arm ourselves first and then crack tbe whip. Could we r eally do t hat 
in t be present cr isis? I don't think so and never have . I wrote ••• 
••• on September 1 , 1939 , that the s ooner we got i nto this war with 
both feet the sooner it would be over and tl te longer we stlly out the 
wor se it wi ll become. 

I think t his combi nation of being anti-Chinese and anti-British at this 
time i s bad medicine . he wunt to encourage them al l l'ie cHn, i n our 01m 

selfish best interests . T:cyint; to keep the Chinese heads up until we 
can really e:et help to them hfls been my major endeavor. •••••••••• • ••• 
It is going to be tough going under the new chief •••••••••• 

• • • No good can come of being hostile and suspicious ~o:.nd we may get 
fooled, but I believe if ~e do our part we can achieve a position 
which will be the best possible approach to a healthy and permanent 
peace when t his wa1· i s over . • •••• 

' 
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Lauchlin Curr\~ . \ 

confer ence wit h the ::>ecr,tary of State , I l'r•el you sho11l•\ W''!fmlly 

advi'" th" Pre· i •1 nt of ~h., Gen r··li ssimo ' s verv stron · re~ct tnn . I 

have ncv. r seen~ really agi tated before. Loosenin- or eeoromic 

pressure or unfr Pe7.1nrc would dan.•f'r.:>u l,y incre11se JapAn ' s lllil.itsrJ 

~dvantAze in China. A r elaxa•ion of Am ric~n pressure whil~ J aDIIn 

h"2 its forces in China would disJU y the Chinese. Any "llodud Vivendi" 

nor arrived at "Uh China would be diso.strous Lo Chinese br llef i n 

Am rica and analo.;ou to the clo3i n · ot the Bur:~a Road , whir.h p•rm.lltentl,y 

destroyed Briti~h pr.•st.i <'e , J apan and Chin~·,e defPatis' r. •uld 

in~tantly exploit th• resul.in- disil.lusi?no~n+ •nd ur~e ori~ntRl 

solidar i t y a~;ainst occi dent al t r eachery. I t i s doubtful 11h~th"'r 

eith'lr past assht•·nce or incrensirv~ a i d could componsate for t he 

f eelin< of bein~ des~rted at thi3 hour . Th~ Generalissimo h3~ d~ep 

corJid~n~e in the Pre•i dent ' s f i d•l.ity to hi• consi s t ent ool.icy but 

I ~st warn you that ev"n the Gener,l.i•~imo qu•s•ions hi~ abili ty to 

hold the si t uati on t o•ether if the Chinese nat.i ona.l tt~st i n AM r i ca 

is und•mnined by r opot·ts of J apan ' s escapin~ milit ary defeat by 

dipl~~tic victo ry . 



--
Declaeeified per letter of Jack B. Minor, 

Acting Director, Office of Seourit)', Depart
ment of State to Mr.~aul Fairbank, Director, 
Security Division, General Services Ad~inis
tration, Washington, D.C. , March 20, 1957· 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WA5HINQTOH 

Deoe::~ber 12 , l94l . 

ld!MORANDt:li JOR 

BON. LAUCHLIN CURRIE 

I s uggeet you t ake t his 

up w1 th General Marshall. 

F. D. R, 
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TH E WHIT E HOUSE 

=L .. ..t• __ . \ 'i" 

WASH INGTON 

p r 

r c<-~l• r U , 1<141. 

-. ..• . 

I I!'" t.lr~A · pl'tlf·•d tol.• In t'l +l• C't • f L~ rt.=.t rt . 

A• v •U p1·<>l' bly kno1 , 'lr n• r l l>re~t is 
proc Jtr.& l~ •di telv ~o C inA •n I 'M 
ass 111!1": • for '"'" r 1 A mold all ~-"' rr. ri l 

of !r. JQ.I .., ' 'i ., l~arinJ upon thP ff'.:ulil ility 
Ct.inr. t & t.fl A ~ •• lnsl J o!"'" · 

t . If' i 11 rea ly .-vrri .! el>out .... "' ... .... ·"J''"• ... nJ ·.n l• .• e<l b;,r 
L·· i r ' r·-.: .1erlr + ~ ''Chi.,. cr.n,,ot 1 )VO 

J:llO t AMI n t1f c~u ~ n pr.:>l)t. f." l hh>n llh 
til-> Erltl h i 1 c<in..- ." 

Y··at r-1 ·~- i)-: o • J ~·ac >l n• s 
fle )Vf'r Toun"'''". t. v ... lu'lt• .. t• Hr c,,. lb 
M e 1n BurlA. c~-.ennn Jl• 3f!rol L< fi 0 It f:!".J 
U? t.' e. -~ ·e th~ 1 .. .at. • t't r t.l .. ::!. 

• 
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Aft~M ~~ir· t ~ Ao Mi~bn, Br'ti ~.end f~vl<t milltrrv ro~rr~tt~ '\v•., 

tl1~ (.iener< li6•lJ110 i ' co,rvtncr•d Of I h" ~h ntut E' 11• CM. i l y Of ~ •tll'dinnt irp, 

tt. v riou• l'•ciric rr,.nts . H .. e.'!!nh>s: • sHe imno:-t·r.•o o" D "tM 

F~r in~t .nco, Chi.na c~nnot m ., • ·• ir.st AnnMI b cnu • D pro·,rr li~i on • it h 

is ~orovinJ •n~ woul lo ~tie '•c•o~/ onrr r~nvr 1 c?or inr'lon c~uld te 

cJ'l'• et<'d . Tb!l GE>ner·•li i:r.o PI' >poSPS • nilil.~t·t Ol'rt t'or .u Ukl Rid 

b<twt-tn all d<""'>cr·cif' or A 8 C & i" thr <>vi•t ''"lny• jvinirp. Hr l o 

m·•>po<<'s i nt.tr- alli ed Poci 'ic mllitary co<!Vni s i on to be loc I d in Ct:un>kir:- , 

llhiet i s .,•r· t<lo<ically c•·c•r·l, to be 1:"'0"- bv ar. Am<>ri~·n, llinee or.lt 

Ar..· ric••n 1,.. •rr •. t.i • c·•n urin · all t' e co• nt .-io$ into lin~> n1 coor il'l t' 

int• r - nlli i .tsl'fs in ilsl~>y P• nin,ult< , Philip.,i .:.,. I 1 11 '&, ll\<t.cl In 1. , 

e.c. Tl'.i c"'':"d.!sion I •Ul•> c .or in ~11 str·teoeY " c n~ ol ot·ior i i .. s 

en<l m,.,ve:rwnt o" ~uo•>ll E'l' . Tr.f' l'ore..:oin·· proposr t 8 ., m~st '"'Pent & tn•·e 

t·~Y ar~ t~ only ~~Y to nulli~y J8ryan1s v·nt~ ~ o~ 8 c·~ r 1 oo i'ion 

· n its ability to str·1.kr· sept r rtrly At • nclrcli n • ,,, 1;Ct' 1'1 11 ; l1lso 

t c·.: e pr,.sli • ., h of ut:n~st U.oo-t nee , nnt1 th,. sctr•c'·• of the •1- t 

d~tyl! will N• l.y damJ!~e thi.s prcsti·" unles3 allied :.ction crrbt s t r 

im·,ressi on of effi ci rnt t eB..'ll\'orl<. 

RECiP ! .D ... :' UNCLASSIFIED 

a 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NGTON 

l'"br unry 16 , 191.~ . 

Re: L+·"'t- !'. ~·rn Chi r. • K .. i - t- 's 
,U!.___.V.t...ltl!.:.:.,_ 

I shJul 11k• '' u·· tU·t 
you cef• r r vlyi n• to both the"e 
l$l ·' r s until ll•• r~>tw·n to Chi na 01' 
Lat :!..'lor~> · nd. Fox. 'fhi roulci ·ive 
q,_, bo~h "f ·ce" rr. h·lp '1-•o in 
t.l"' ir ,·ork . I, Y""U tnpr'l"'P I ~-.,p,ll 
hol • t~ lee t r n pr!'J>' r ~r·,ft 
of r u. t .... or J• u •OOrt 1 .r t-e 'ore 

the 1 ·v~ . 

L·urt lir Cur!"i t' 

• 

l 

• 
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THE WHITE HO USE 

WASHINQTON 

Re : ! • .,tt~r• from Cnltm!: r.n_1 -~!!.'!.~ 
and nr. K11nn . 

r "\hl)lllla l~k, t o ~tP.,"'flt ... t tn"t 
YO' I o~r"r r•p ....... r.. •o o• h t h "'~ 
1,. • • er"" ,Jnt i 1 t nt> r~t 1rn to Chf n~t of 
L • • ' r ,, 1 ' ,~ 

• I • 
r 'l~r4t . ff /CJ'l ll...,rrov,. T •nit 

?1 j t n,.. ···\~re -.m ...... ,.tv,.. t-· r• 
of ... ,.~lt,..• ror yo1 '"hor1 ~:· b~ttf'o!'e 

t .~II!Y V~l'lv• . 

(Signed) LAliCH CllttliH" 

,.Q .J( . '\ 

'----.._ .. . IJ . il." ) 
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THE WHITE HOUS E 

WAS H INGTON 

February 16, 1942. 

1.®.10RANDUM FOR 

RON. LAUCHLW CURRIE 

Do y .:>u t h ink I shoul.d 

lUlSwer t h i s no\'r or wc.1 t until 

Lattimore r.oes back? 

F . 1>. R. 

Let e r \\hich the Prp~1dt>nt rece{ved !"rom Ch{.e nc 
KF-1.-shek , Chungkir.r . ""- c'":•Rr. , l/1:'/4:' , t o •ne 
Pre ... ' cont 1· n - e. l·· "' · "' · , , ._,n,...t . ~- n· '~. . - ' . .. . . ., ~ - . 
nolttical adv'ser . 



HEADQUART ERS OF TH E GEN ERALISS IMO 

CHIN A 

Dear "'r. President , 

Chun.,.ldn ·, 37er•ll'ln 
12 Ja nu~ry , 1942 

I am haopy to have the opportunity afforoed by 
::r . Latti more ' s return to .'llllurica on a sho1·t visi' , to 
send you 11 • •• ord of ,;reeti !Jci , and to thank you for recom
mendi~ hi m as my political advi ser . 

!J. Latt i more has fully measured up to our ex-
pectations and has enti rely jus tifi.)d your choice . You 
unerrinaly det ected the ri~ht man to select to act as a 
counsellor at a t i me 11hon deci sions wi.ich 1•.i ll affect the 
whole ;:orld for generations to come are in the balance . 
fie has not onl;,r a l'.ide knm.le·l'>e of our lan~ua>~e , hi story 
and .seogra phy , he llfls in a ldi hon an i nw1luable un.!.erstnr.,:in•' 
of our contemporary polit i cal o~f11 irs . ] is absolute i n-
tegrity i s mnnifest 10 everythin~ that he do~.; s or S"~YSJ r\n<i 
I never have the sli ~test doubt t hat any sUPgesti on tn~t 
be may make is hils l upon 11 ~enuine •losi '!'e to 'lfsist Chioo 
to the utnost of hi s po·.-:e r . 

'l'he vnri ous Lissions tb.11t ;,rou have s •nt to Chi nr•. 
a re doin j val uable liork . They , ant: the visit s o!' v·.r ions 
members of your "overnment , hrwe <>re'ltlv h" lped to hri or· 
Ar.leri ca closer to us . Personal cont"cts necessRri ly t r.n l 
to promote clos'lr and more un'1.er stan in' ,. l"tionshi o "n t 
friendship . You may be assured t hat all t~>e t\meric~n 
!:issions a re t-;oin..· about their duties .1ith ~ ?.eel thnt 
promises permanently useful results . 

Si nce the Japanese attacks on Pea-rl ~~rbor , t~e 
Phili ppi nes and Hongko~ , the Pacifi c problem has bccone 
more acute . I t i s fortunate thf; t und .r your Ase and 
steadfast leader shi p , the future outcome of our concert ·rl 
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stru;gl-:l •: · inst treachery "r. b~rh'lrily i11 •,s.e.tr'!~ . : 
assu::-e you thP t : e~.ell ~o ny u' .· t to ':,.. ~ brin "bou • 
a .. orla ONer b'l.~C•! u::~or. justice t · ~r .. itt- !llnrcy . 

:.:r . Lll.tti..ore will p~;rson~<ll:l conve:i to you r:.iJ 
vie•.s on soL~e il'l ,ortant ootters upon 1.hioh I f.nvc not 
touched above . f there are mussn ·es you ·,,i ,, to tJenrl 
me , 1 shoul, appL'PCitJte you entrustin.-1 the::. to .. r . J...'lt 
Umore to be convoJy•·r to ne U'>on hi!! rot urn to ChiM . 

t:ada::.e Chien.· joins Ge in Fen ir. · bed .. ish s to 
you !!<l ::rs . "oosevelt . 

'"our!' ~inrerely , 

$1'' 
(Chi••n • 'li -~hek) 

Presi~er.t -r~nklin . ~oo~evel~ 
The illite ~ousc 

asl:in-ton , >. C. 



THE WHITE H O USE 

WAS HINGTO N 

Febr uary 16, 1942 . 

UEMORANDUl.l FOR 

HON. LAUCHLIN CURRIE 

Will you be good enough 
t o pr epare a r eply ! or my a1gnature 

t o Dr. Kuna? 

F . D. R. 

X;).. I 
Let er ~'rom the <:ecret&ry of tie '!'r ,, "ury , 
~/1~/47 to the PrerlrlPnt . ~nclo"i nr l~tt ~r 
1\hich Mr . f... !.k nue>l 1 ~Y. \"IllS u'lked to ransmit 
to t tv> ? r e"iden£ """J'r'o.OI ... r • • • F . r.UI.t; . ... •. • 
Kunr ' " le t tll r is dated 1/11./L.~ ;' to the PrP"icent , nnd ; me~~abe or ~nr~oncl ere~ t i ng" . 
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THE SECR£TAAV Of" THE TR EAS URY' 

WA&HIHOTOH 

February 12 , 1942. 

)ly dear Mr. Preoldon~ : 

On hlo return ~ o thle eoun~ry , Mr. A. ~nnuel 

Fox brought a l etter whlcb Dr. H. H. K~ aoked 

to have tranoaltted t o you . I am YO ry clad to 

do thi s on hlo behalf, aod I am eneloeln& the 

let ter a• I roeo1ve4 lt. 

i81thfully youro, 

The Prealdent, 

The 'll' hHe Houee. 

Enelooure . 



I II a a fl a I 

THE £XECUT1VIl Y UA N 

fiiAT101W. IOYIII-In'. CtUM, 

;r"lc.:.·'~tt.t i-":-&J:.-11!1'1 ;,. 
':"'""" ti'1 ~· ,.. ... -~'- I 

• :" - ..... ••1 J o .; o l 

... . ., . "'. 

J. .. •l'o;ru t., o C.J,,""~r:,...,. ' f-:• ... 
J'I-C • .: •• ut.._, :11..,. ~'.rn·~'ll ,..r 

_.,.n, ~ f1: . ~·, "'"r"'f'\' 't.f,e 
!J u '>"' "1~"~ 1'\r · ·•• '~ · 

•11-, .,",.J')....,.. .. n • n ~! ,_, e luf'll- f":, •·f'• ,.., ],,, •• ,.. u. 1r ly ·: 
tl"~t.t ''ull:, •; ' r.:1cnte d :rO\..:l' i'ol~'~t!..,ht , '"' .,· !, ' el- .. <JU so 
o"~ on . ~,\)4, ·n, +1~ no;rtlL.t ~d !.. 8 !!Nr/ r·v1t,,nt: 0 ull . ;:o 
tl ':1 o18 O"t-;h~r of tot'O CO"'l!.. t:· of na tiOUS 1 S (Of f"t .:l1f'!on OS 
brrteaor r.nt1on.s are iJ.lO>tf"d to ol..ooa" t.~.~" ~ ~ v~ "'t~::1~ :Ol:e 
i;; ., OI!U , 

.. e !n ':'! .. '-"•" 1. •al:.._,. .. 'J.J t .v.cJ·. ;ou tot~.\'4 Y"rt'! t.o :Ju;.p.:.rt ~u.r 
J-=t Ct&lS"' ._r t'~ ~ .... t . :_• .. .:os# +J."1~:,.. , .• l .. ,tT'"'_.."""hlod 
t:."'~~nt! ... "1r.~o that. w6 lc~!.:: :"or.:•rd t:') t.!la !\..'\::"{1. i'O- ... oi .... !.lc 
- r'lc a.!J:.~ta ~:- l.!.o :aheeC. , ~tt ·~ w.l.t!nnt" 1.... !',....., .. .Jt" t! ~ 
"n'"ul"'o o: h1,.1,0;11 ... .!.t: !.o c~: ·t .. J.n, ... ~'l a !!"' no c:-:al!. r~a"' :=-r 
to :;gur !..n ;., !rtno :.• !:,.:. .. .a• "~..1~ , • l,.•de.,..,hl; ~i '"'r ~\.! ~h 
~,_"'::r1oa a!ll 3PVI) ...Ar3""'lt b: .,...., .. ,. 11!1: •tot• r.n, tl."' c.!":.; 
t:· 1 ,. .. e..._(~.;."'(,. • ••• .!.le f:'t,"" ~t~ o"' \- ,.. .:or .. .:.~1 .,.,~ ~o 
a O"'lrul ':l,.ral· :\ ~~t;~ ... •:-;."' "-et Az- · ncc1 h:• ... ~r!,. r..n "l ,. !'\..~ 4-"l.J ro 
S:')"' ... rcoa., \'te AT"\ tully """'"l;.r .1 tl~t: :lw t.t,;•tt-.. ~r t· •o i'u ... =:e 
'•~ll ho f)·..:.~ '"" o;y y~·Jl' Gr"n:Je o! fn1r i lo! n.tttl 1·~8t1ee an.: 
,.ho~ t.\1.0 ""eu DHol yoa L ... •:• c;al\'f'z lo •~•"''! •. ,~ 1 be :.t e 
no·tel ff)r tho~! ~ry~1r~ •.:orl ... u_,ttlcJ.Cllt . 

I ~,~·,,(1(1\"Jl) liO •. u tl~&.t j;), Ul'O .. J. \.bo Llur\. or H"nlth • .rloo.s~ 
"'lC"l 1.. 1"./ klnd.oot pf!tt•sono.l Hich?a htlu rn,.a..t•du 1 

I 
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THE WH ITE HOUSE 

WASH ING TON 

c..__ ... 



Auguat 30, 19-tl 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

TI!F.: SECRETARY OJ' STATE x;.-0 

To apeak to me about on 

Tuesday, 

r. D. R. 

Enoloaurea 

Memorandum for t re Pr esident from Hon . 
La~ Cux:~ . 8/25/41 , e nclosing a cable 
fro~ tilllor.e.., ,reading "Belie ve i.t would 
have excellent effect if Pres ident would 
appoint you par ticipate Moscow discussions 
going there via Chungking i n order to 
coordinate aid to China a nd Soviet . " 

x toa -;.P 



r 11 , l'IL • 

r~ r J•n•r 11 •1~~ · 

Mr . Le .. a'\rf' ' li t#!'Urn t..0 .. "ln.- "or a 
t r1•' Y1. tt ,. ,~,. t J ~ u o'~ .. 1t >~- nt c.u.·~ ,., 

b•!'""' ef"tor a •" n o -.a ... t nt J o n , rt" y t 'l:r 

\ dt, r o •u-u t 6t l . 

1 • • n ~1'•• ·~ I • v rT r u•b b.•rt-
f.r: t. • r• >'l)""t r . Cu-... , t r .JU ~t, tae:a or tt 
>~Y•ra··l~ t• l t 1 el •t• COGifor•1,.. 

• t. ' t l · f" lis Jo.la, t. ~ " ~ ... r I or t.t".t W•d-
r tn~ ~ o~ on,. , lU • · 1 , rt1cul.trlJ' ~1" -d 
t t- • 1>" ~" ... 1 • • nn'lY •\l l,. ·~o t. Uc 
ao •r-•lr n. ! r r. ly. I .~, \ b •• L•-n l,tr•••~ 
if 

1 
r-,r S 1•, J'"'~U t. C>O' 1nu .. _! l .., t.,. l l r..,.,. 'ty.t 

o'lr tr•~'".::Y 1 l y •' • r>. t l 1n lt f t 
n"il Hlt..l•.. !lr t C"r ,.. ,. .! in tht ,....:.t . 

1 1ttl• 1' r -o •1 1~ • o ~,.t J•\l.r 
U>''"llt n ... .., •• ·~uy I =,.,. p.-- ·l.y. TN:;,t 
wit\, I a u·- y~u, • .-t & rul\1 r. 1 pr lJ 
~:. •'w ~ .. C'tn~('" l r l 1 ••1 ·1 c allo,.. I n fl c Nn
L1-r.t1 h-"'1 ev r . •e ~u ,. our r ... 1 t r t l'r~·1n.w 
pro ae'l,~, .,. t? n,• •~ all'·~ o~ rt • • t~ 
f'V r -ro io • ~ ta.. n o "' ou,.. J.lll"' ~"1'1 o" O\lr o n 

troope. T'tt t-"ip"'i n • i• n. 1 1or, ~, to• r , r.a.lnb 
acu·tt. ~o'""t o •ts.t "'" al "ut lon• -'11 1a,·ov ut 
&t •b.- prf'te.,~t. "1""' • }'I•H·· for 1• .,. ,,._i ';) ... 1n 1t ' V"i\ -
2 1• U r 1 .,t, 7,. r . ... r ~~ •t ... lr ,..., t t ,. ..... ~. , 

,.. 1,.. n~t un ~trt ... to c..l .,r U•.t n u .. l u •Je 
&& r l can •1:- tor•• in C!-j :-e n ' In l • ., "ll I ur 
th .. c: :> d ' y or u ... olr t r r.• ..,,.t lln•, • tl- • • 
wi ll • ah\ a n >t only t o au ort •'· o ro11o' o r 
our air force 1~ C~l ~• u• ~Ill ol so ·• • l e to 

·-L 
-~ 



" 1 rl ~· ,. 
re,.n l· . p .... 

Til< .. I " """ IC il'ujl : 1 • I '1 -
et:l 1 5 . • 
11> t! • n I 
.,., ti~t r • 

. -. Cu-rl • ~ '# ' ... ~ 0 t r 
P 1r •1 I .. ' " to "' t. c· • r io 
~· .. en o - . .-.trl,., II. , ... 4'" 

,_ .1, n· •trt ... h• t u.r b r 't h t'> C I r 1'\,. ~hr:l Unt• II: , I • h 
i,H r 1 . " . 0 Lh• • ~. r " . -I tc J! t to 
~ . ' . <IS "' . 0 "'r • b ... ,., .. • 

fflt. ! t~ . I ). ., f''f"; tt;. •\ \ r\ :,us "' •I lll ". 
O'l' r lr f ·I no:' n 

,..., __ 
t ) trt~~ ~ o t c rttlro 

t..a .. d ..... n r our r-o ~n o j c h .. 

I Jo1.n llr . Rooaoyrl• lr ,..,,.,.jn "'•~" 
"* lnv11• 1>11 t') ll • ,.,.. CM·r •' • 1 ll l :s ~lr• 

rt f!: hi !1? 111 . 1 -. U ft II' - 1') l I 'nrd 
h r - le t)r :.• c ln-.'1 t r 1 th.t '.c.ce aaS•,. M n • 
o• · ., ut.Hc. 

1•h r~nr ' d ~~~~••ion~ o' ey on 
c ·-~"m f",, y., r· -,n irtJ """•1 t:, I · 

H1G li.Ce tlr noy, (FOR) 
'' " "" l1 •1110 CM D. ' 1- • t ~. 

Chun•1<1•v , C.ll'r" . 

LC:em 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

S•'j'ltCillt er 16, 194::' . 

ll;''s>fl i'"L'U _FO_!L'lJ£ __ PI_L J-.:.r:.:..;H:.:..:lT'-=-: 

R£ : L• t t, rf •,. • ~_..._:.~>t~:_lJ.....:...:c..o 
.... !&Jir .. --~ ....... 

7hP ntt·ch · d~ rt of • l~·t r to tie Gcmrali•sir.to lv le('n ::-fc.ri nnd 
c. prov d by : cr t -J Hull . I rrve -'r· rt. d .:;no'..h r or:• "o;: 'Ar • Roo cv lt - - ; iq; y 1r ir.vi i o to Uad::.n;c Chi r.'" ~o visit Ar.1 ri • "n• U:• V:l.i'c 
~· e n · a a r i r\ .. ":• ,. ·1r>n- •n li~ :! 
/ ou ~ 1.: • • ' d I b l '' s t- ' '1i i .l. t 
l • '1>" • 1 · • e Hou e sht· o'l'c e Ju~ti fi• d in k~:epir. · her r.ullic nr., .or i •.J. f!r, f
r.l nt. t.u ~ ~ ni.Jr.um . 

~..e' [_....__..___.)_~, 
Lau t-.lin Cur1it 
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Ar-1n you t vo pl• ~~d •• d~~11 in Y•ur 
t et t f t>r ll'>• r"liTIO plf Ot tea 0~ ttl~ ft•~ Cl'<)p , 
ror , ...... rr, r -• .., ~ a111 .... l « o l · • 
reelpl~t or ·~•1 ' • t•• rr c~:n.. Thl., 
IAa!or- \ttl V l;y , •• • eu\ o 'C I cou~b o' T< ra 
- •o on · * h, J• t a to. l oxll:uat o<ar r•oclt . 
let~r .# ... ' u--.. n~'e:e , •• a) t. •1• .. 1.7· 

1 to ... ~: • .., ·~u. lr. • dtb • ....,..~, ~ .. ~ 
olo.J~ It" "' 1oo 1 r.r aklllful r: do:hnoi r:t<l 
o!'torts 1.3 a lat.• Ia ~. ao • of r >ur 
~lD'nc.4 , " "1lr lzle~• ~lr. pro ue· Son in n try 
"'«1• Alth'll II W""r ttclalq I• • l e•o nd 
Cti r>« e 'la r:c l I. • ""' .e ~ooal c pro l ._• ·~ .. r 
to t.. Te U~tl• to c.,..on, c•""li.T t hey .. ,.., 
t.olh eor:c• m t'C! ...St !" tt.e t utc p :-o 1...,.• of 
inc t·ru>in . p.-o ~c· ton ' , .. rtn·•·dn. •. t. q r, n r 
••co"ift·' a a ort: • alta I.e dl . t r l u· bn of n.'m- • r 
?:-o uet.J~l'n , ... r. .. or ••CU"'lrt~ en • e u , ,. -• jut 
l•trl u ' i "'• o' r ht< ordl'll ~ r h xa•t ' " • 

l la r.eoll<D"T 
~. H. B. l~, 
• lnltlry o>' ,_.nc• , 
Ch:n ·Un-, Chlne.. 

(FDR) LCaea 
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--- ~Pv~'E: 

'HEADQUARTERS OF' THE OIENIERAL1991MO 

CHINA 

President Fr~nklin D. Roose velt 



Dcur . :r . •'I'osident , 

HEA OOUARTERS 0,. THE GENERALISSI M O 

C HINA 

Ch~n._,r.lns , d~ect.uun 
o A 1.:.L , 194;.. 

I huve roud .. l th th..: closest <~.tteut i c.n yoU' l etter of 
JW.y 4th w.lic!l 1·.-s dt:livered tu me by Dr . CL.rrle . I wn l ud oi' 
t.1e opportunHy of reyl:!ll!. llt.. the pleas .. nt - •d u.seful tullis I r. .. d .. ith t.im l ... st ;cur , &I:d to .uve , t . .r.:>u._ ... 1:n, u !'ull exc!lur..,e of vie .. s .. it 
J Ol. . I o~i a .. ty tnank you. for ndill(. him c:; j'Ol.l" repre~cntative , 

No,, t h&t Or . Currie has r e - visited Cninu and acquainted himsell' with the l at est deve l opments &nd situations ari s i n, OL t o f t .• e 
geo ·r aphi cul char.gcs made Edncc l &et Oece1 ber , I ~eel cert ~.o in th6t with his as tute insi~!lt end ir.te l licent under .,tundil\" he •dll lie abl e to take beo!t t o you a t r ue ttnd rave pictu~e of the probleCJS no·,, con!rontinc tne t:ni t ed ~lations i n the ? ar Ea st , I nuve rouna i n Or . Curr ie a 
r6r e ch .. raoter Hhi o!". combine:~ i ntecr i ty of p1.rpose , wide symp" thy and pars ua s i vo tact , 

In my talks wi tl. l:im I !".eve emp~csi~ed Le i a:pot· L-nce of 
st.rt.l;er:y in t .. e .. ior loc. of Che war , and I t.e.ve reques ted him to couvey to you verbully ::zy ide&s on this e.R • .. e ll as on t'1e muny other relutad sl·b jeots wticn we d i s cussed , 

Al thCJugh we ore separated by the vua t expans e or the Pacific , I am encouraged by tne f ac . t l•at , i n t he midst of your str enuous duties und heavy r e s ponsibili t i eJ , you ure beari~ in cind t he impor~unce or tt.e Chinu Theater or .tar , I am moved i ndeed by your deep o.:>ncern 
and anxie ty for Chino or <~hich Or . Currie t o ld me . 

l~udame Chi ang joins me i n wish int. you and Ur :~ . Roosevelt 
t he best o f he ulth. 

Pr esi de nt ranKlin D. Roose velt 
The ·.lbi te rouse 
\la shi ngton , 0 . c. 

Yo~;T S s i nce r e l y , 

c r,i ang f.ai- sbek 



• 

.c . . "f: ' f-"' (.! t.l ~ o L J f { 

/..' - • ") 1- 'I .,.. 

_THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

..!f:'lOPJlNLUM FOR 

HON . LAUGHLI N CURRI E. 

't't 111 you .-.nd Lr . Latti.!Jore 

prep~re reply fo r my s ignatur o? 

F. D. R. 

Enclos ure 

Letter from H. H. Kung , Minis1r,y of Finance , 
National Government, Chungki l'l(; , China , 11/11/J..::> , 
to the Presi dent , advising that the President, ' s 
letter of 9/16 Wb~ handed to him by Dr. Latt1more . 
E.v:pr esses the hope that the icteals which 
Presiaent l'ttlROn f ailed to schieve after the 
lao;t \.orld \'tar v.lll be brou~ht to fnlition 
under t he President ' s great l eadership • 
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