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OWIN LATTIMOHE

Born, Vashington, D. C., July 29, 1900. DBoth parents st
that time high school teachers in Weshington.

1901. Taken by parents to China, where father, Dnvid
Lattimore, appointed to teach French end English st Nanyeng University,
Shanghei. This was at the beginning of the Chinese Government's post-

Boxer program of higher educetion under government suspices. [Original

femily commection with China: father's elder sister had et that time
already been for some years a Presbyterian missionery.)

1905, Father sppointed to Chili Higher Provinecisl MNormal
School et Paotingfu in North China,

1913, Up to this time education entirely by perents. In
1915 teken to Switzerland, and until summer of 1914 studied at Colldge
Clesoique Cantonale, Lausanne, Switzerlend.

1914, Teken to Englend for summer holiday. War broke out.
Left in England when remeinder of family returned to China.

1915. Entered St. Bee's School, Cumberland, Fngland, He-
meined there until 1919. ©Studies mainly classical.

1919, Heturned to China wis Suez {thus not travelling through

UsZebs)

1919-1920, Joined the BEritish firm of Armhold and Co. at

Tientsin; later transferred to Shanghsi. V¥orked first in import of'fice

{British piece goods); then on insurence.

1921, OSub-editor of weelkly edition of British-ovmed Peking .
and Tientein Times.

1981, Fether, David Iattimore, at that time Professor at
Pelyang University, Tientsin, and the senior foreigner in the Chinese
Government's edueational service, retired from China end aprointed to
cheir firet in Far FEestern relstions snd themin History at Dertmouth
College.



Owen Lattimore, Persongl Deteils - - 2, 4/e5/41,

192¢-r6, Heturned to firm of Arnhold and Co. Vorked
chiefly on insurence, but alse intermittently concerned vith such ex-
port products s wool, strew braid, peanuts, Feeane firm's expert
in business in interior, hendling problems of transport, taxation,
Ysgueeze," ete,

1925, Became firm's acting spent st Peking, hendling ver-
ious business including negotintions eoncerning an internstio-al loen
mede before 1914,

1926. Hesigned from Arnhold end Co, in order to trevel in
interior. Married Fleanor Holgate, denghter of Professor Thomas F.
lolgate of Northwestern University. Ides of travel in interior orig-
inated from contacts with Chinese careven firms esrrving wool end eotion
by camel caraven from Chinese Turkistan threugh Yongolia to Ching., Pirst
intention was to couwpare ancient and nodern esrsvan routes. From this
grew 15 yeers of work on "hinterland® conncction between China snd Inner
Asin and Siberin., Oterted on a journey through !ongolie and Chinese
Turkistan to India. Journey begun in 1926; renched Clinese Turkistan
by camel cersven. BEook: The Desert Foed to Turkesten, London, 1928;
Boston, 1929,

1927, Most of this yesr spent in trevelling widely in Chinese
Turkistan, vhere jolned by wife who mode an inderendent journey from
Chine through Siberia to Chinese Turkistan. Towart? end of year erossed
over from Chinese Turkistan to India., Book: High Trrtery, Heston, 1970,
Wife's book: Turkestan Heuinion, New York, 1924,

1928. Feturned to Ameriee, This wms first visit to Lnerice
since leaving at age of less then one yerr. Applied to Socis]l Science
Hesearch Council for & fellowship to travel end study in Vanchuria, with
the ides of rounding out knowledge of the comnlete frontier territory -
Yanchurie, longolin, Chinese Turkistan - between China and Russia, Owing
to lack of American acedemic training, semt first by Socisl Science Re-
search Council to work for a few months st the Division of Anthropology,
Harvord, This was not intended c= zn attemnt to becone an anthropolo;ist
in & hurry; the ourpose was to acquire sove idea of American greduete
rogearch methods,

1929-50, OSpent nearly e year, under Social Scicnce Hesenreh
Council Fellowship, In 'enchuria. Travelled widely, especially in wecstern
and northern lanchuria. Books: lenchuria, Cradle of Confliet, Mew York,
1952; The llongolz of Menchuria, New York, 1954,

1350-51. Year svent in Peiping (Peking), under & fellowship
fron the Yarverd-Yenching Institute. Study of Chinese historlesl reteriel.
Also begen the study of the llongol lanpguage, written and spoken., From



Owen Lattimore, Personsl Uetails - - &, 4/v5/41.

this there cane & growing intimacy with several of the lenders of

the Inner llongolian Nationalist “ovement, marked by considerchble

mutuel confidence, These connections and friendships kept up until
1957. A by-product of this Mongol relsationship was a Japcnese tendency
tn quote me as "pro-Japanese® because I condemmed many peints in Chlnese
Frontier policy which ihe Mfangols condemned., Similerly Fusaisn writers
eriticized me ss an "imperiul apalopist™ becsuse the Japenese nquoted me.
Since then, of course, the Japanese have resented my eriticism of them.
I do not lmow how mach this may have mollified the Russlans.

1951-52, Awsrded g Guggenhelm Fellowship. Continued real-
dence in Pelping. Also began to travel in Inner Mongolla, living conm-
pletely in Mongol style and associating only with llongols.

1952-%%. Henewnl of Cuggenheim Tsllowship. Program same as
in previous yesr. In 192% accompenied two newsnaper men *oovering® the
10-day Jepenese invesion end conquest of the orovince of Tehol. Did g1l
the internreting and arrangement of travel.

105%, Returned 4o Anmerica., At'ended confercnce of Institute
of Paeifiec Felations et Banff, Canada, This wrz first connectlion with
I.P.Rs, leading to nppointment sz editor of PACIVIC APFAIRE, of which I
am still editor. Vinter of 1952-34 spent in New York., Awnrded gold
mednl of Philadelphla Geographilcal Soclety.

1084-85-38, Returned to China, with headquarters st Pelping,
tut contimuing to trevel, especially in Inner llongolia. During this
period, in addition to editing PACITIC AFPAIRS, worked on gathering and
analyzing the material for & major grograshical and historleal study of
the Grest Wall Tronticr of Chinn.

16%6. HReoturned to Amcrica for conference of the Institute
of Ppeific Helations. 0m tiis occasion travelled vis Clberin end Fusaia
for the first time. Spont about 10 deys in Moscow and Leningrzd. Also
wisited !nllend and FEngland.

19%6=57. Heturned to Chins vis England end Suez. Spent 12
weeks in London, in order to learn Russisn with a "eramner." 0On reach-
ing China, travelled overlsnd from Canton via Hankow to Peiping., In
June, 1957 accompenied two Anoricen fournallsts, as Interpreter nnd
wtravel expert® on & visit to the Chinese Commnist Feadguarters at
Yenan, in Shensi. Heturned to Peiping just before the outbreak of wer
in 1957, Hempined in China until the end of 1937, and them returned to
jn'.ﬂﬂrina-

1928, While continulng s editor of PACIFIC AFFAIRE, wea op-
sointed first Lecturer mnd then Director and Lecturer at the Wnlter inea
Pagzr Sehool of International Helstions ut Johns Hopkina. Have piven
colrses on "Current Politieal Problems of the Orient," end “China snd
Tapen: Politicel Parties and Naotionel Policles.”



Owen Lattlinmore, Personsl Detnils - - 4, 4/25 /41,

1940, Book: Inner Asian frontiers of Chins, Mew Torlk,
Anericen Ceograrhical Focietry, 1940,

1941, Book: Yongol Journeys, New York, 1241.

Publieations: In addition to books which have been listed
above in order of publieation, have published mony srtlcles and mono-
graphie studies. The more importent srticles heve eppesred in
ieographical Journsl and Journal of the Royal Central Asisn “Society
(London); Geographical Heview; Asia; Atlantie 'onthly, ete. For
political articles, see especially the files of PACIFIC AFFALKE from
1934 on. £8 I have bern Lthe responsible editor of this querterly during
the whole of this period, the cherscter of the querterly re a whole is
elso pertinent. Fee also the files of Amerasian from 1957 to dete. I
have fror the beginning been listed z2 one of the editoricl bonrd of
this magnzine, but thls was in order to show that es the editor of
PACIPIC AFFAIHS I did not regard it &s an unwelcoze competitor, snd T
have never been active in editorial poliey or the selection of authors,
though I have contributed seversl orticles.

Politieal record and sffiliastions: Have never beemn & nember
of any pelitiecsl perty or voted in any election, nationsl or state.

For the last two years this is accounted for primarily by
the tedious red tepe of becoming & voter in Marylend.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 6, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:
Re: Political Adviser to Chiang Kai-shek.

I am attaching (2) a memorandum which
I showed you last week, (b) & letter from
Isaiah Bovman and (c) 2 letter from Admiral
Yarnell.

I should like to renew my sugzestion
that you give Owen Lattimore an appointment
to discuss the Chinese situation before
taking any action. If you should decide
to recommend him it is most important that
he be thought to possess your confidence.

E: ,C:'_b\‘ ‘
e E: Sl e
Lauchlin Currie



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
April 29, 1941.
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRFSIDENT:
Re: tica \J ai-sh

Ever since our discussion on this matter I have been locking for the
right man, a5 the position is of enormous importénce, particularly et the
present juncture. I think I heve found the man in Owen Lattimore, the
Director of the Walter Hines Paze School of Internationsl Relations of
Johns Hopkins University. Following is a brief list of Lattimore's qualifi-
cations:

l. Speaks Chinese fluently in addition to wverious Mongol dielects.

2. Spent many years in Chine and is regarded as the foremost author-
ity on Monirolie and is the author of meny books on the Asizn lands border-
ing China.

3. Has been editor of Pacific Affairs since 1933,

4. As Director of the Page School of Johns Hopkins has glven courses
on "Current Political Protlems of the Orient" and "China and Japan:
Political Parties and National Policies.®

5. Has not been associated with any group or faction in China and
has not met any of the prominent Chinese leaders. He has teken a consist-
ently liberal position and has come in for some criticism from both the
extreme left and extreme right.

6. He has a pleasing menner and has 8 deep admiration and affection
for China and the Chinese.

7. His political attitudes are New Dealish and in a long discussion
with him I found no points of difference in attitudes snd appraisals of
current Chinese problems and personalities. He would exert his influence
in the direction of democracy, the united front and resistaonce to Japen.
He would be, I am convinced,an extremely able and persussive protagonist
in China of your broad political attitudes.

I should like to sugrest that before taking any action, you hrove a
talk with him on current Chinese problems. If you should declide to
recommend him, the fact of your having consulted him previously would add
enormously to his prestige in China.

%M‘fﬁ_.

uchlin Currie



THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY
BALTIMORE. MARYLAND

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT May ;-’ 1941

Dear Mr. Currie:

I cannot say whether Owen Lattimore would be willing
to serve in the mamner thet you sugiect in your letter of
April 30, Presumsbly & good desl would depend on the nature
of the appointment and the opportunity for ef:ective consulte—
tion with the Genersl.

Eo far as Lattimore's qualificutions mre concerned, I
cen think of no better cholce. He is more thoroughly informed
about Chins then any other American that I know, He speaks
the language fluently. He has & pleassnt personelity with suf-
ficient independence of spirit end thought so that he can differ
{| with people &and yet remanin simietle. Everything thut I know
I} about him in either the foreground or the beckground 1s in his

favor.

During the past year he has been working with & dozen
of us on & comnittee of which I am chairman and which is study-
ing international problems in vurioue parts of the world. All
of the members of my committee are enthusiestic over Lattimore's
presentations. They are well informed, documented, cogent and
clearly presented. I would recommend him henrtily and without
IreServe.

Eincerely yours,

Lauchlin Currie, Esquire

Administrative Assistent to the President
The White House

Washington, D. C.



H. E. YARNELL

REAR ADMIRAL, U. 8. N, (RETIRED)
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May 21, 1941 -

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Reference your confidentisl memorandum of May 18.

The Chinese Government has in the past appointed
various Americans to serve it as political advisers.
Mpet of such advisers have been persons who were outstand-
ing in the fleld of political science. Owen Lattimore is
well and pleasantly known to a number of my assoclates
and I perceive no obJection to the Chinese Government's,
should that Government so desire, appointing Mr. Lattimore
to the position mentioned. It is assumed that Mr. Lattlmor
would of course in anyiauch posltion function as a private
American citizen and not as an official of this Government.

Your file is returned herewlith.

P o

1. Mr. Currie's memorandum,
Apr.'r. 1 28.

2. From Isalah Bowman,
May 2.

3. From Admiral Yarnell,
May 2.

Enelosures:



May 21,' 1041

Heference your confidential memorandum of May 19,

The Ohinese Oovernment hees in the paet a~pointed
varioue Amerieans to serve 1t as political advisers.
Hoet of such advisers have besn persons vho were outstand-
ing in the field of politioal science. Owen Lottimore is
well =nd pleasantly known to = number of my sesoclates
and 1 percelve no objlection to the Thinese Covernment's,
should that Government so deslire, ~ppointing Mr. Lnttimore
to the posltien wentioned. It 1s amsumed thet Mr. Leottimore
would of course 1n nny such position function as e private
‘merican citizen and not se an officinsl of this Government.

Your file 1g returned herewvith,

Cordell _M’-
Enolosures:
1. Mr. Currie's nemorandum,
April 29,
2. From Igalsh Dowman,
HH’ 2.
3. From Admiral Yarnell,
May 2,
, > PR 3
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 19, 1941.

KEKCR:.:DUK FOR TuE
SECRLT.RY OF STaTL:

—

What do ycu think of having
the Chinese Government appoint Owen
Lattimore as political adviser? It

sounds good to me.

F.DusRe

Memorandum from Lauchlin Currie, 5/6/41 to the
President, in re Political Adviser to Chiang
Kai-shek, attached to which is memorandum which

Mr. Currie sent to the President 4/29/41, suggesting
Owen Lattimore for the position, letter from

Isaiah Bowman, 5/2/41 to Mr. Currie, letter from

H. E. Yarnell, Rear Admiral, U.S.N. (Retired),
5/2/41 to Mr, Currie, and personal history sheet

of Owen Lattimore.



THE WHITE HOUSE h A
L
WASHINGTON T
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June 5, 1941.

MFMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

file,
sant

Re: Qwen Lattimore,

I am returning herewith your
to which I have added the cable
by the State Department to General

Chiang and his reply.

Owen

I may add thet T. V. Soong saw
Lattimore on June 3 and concluded

the arrangements. I understand that
Lattimore is to leave by clipper on the

24th.

uchlin Currie



RS Chungking via N. R.
Dated June 1, 1941
Rec'd 3:45 a.m.

Seeretary of State,
Washington.
219, June 1, 10 P.M.
Depertment's 108, May 29, 6 p.m.
FOLLOWING FOR CURRIX FROM GENERAL CHIANG KAI SHEK:
"four message of 29 Msy received. Generslissimo
thanks President for suggesting Owen Lattimore as poli-
tical sdviser end is wiring T. V. Soons consult you re-
garding terms of contract for Dr. Lattimore tour,"
GAUSS



TELEGRAM SENT

RS May 29, 1941

Noon
AIFMBASSY,

CHUNGKING VIA N. K.

108

Please communicate the followinz from Currie to
General Chiang Kai-shek.

QUOTE. Dear General Chiang: The President has
been pleased to give careful considerztion to your rejuest
for assistance in securing a political adviser and now
suggests for consideration Owen Lattimore, Director of the
Page School of Intern:=tional Relations of Johns Hopkins
University, as a person admirably equipped for the post.
Should you care to act upon this suggestion it is assumed
that you will do so through your Embessy here. It would be
expected that Dr. Lattimore would serve as a private citizen
and not in any way as a2 representative of the United States
Government. An early response will be appreciated, as Dr.
Lattimore is scheduled to give & course of lectures starting
June 9. Currie. UNQUOTE.

HULL
(SKH)

FE: M(H: MBW FE



_______________________________________________________________________

TELEGRAM a4

The White Trouse
26WU. RA, 10- Waslington

TD. Ruxton, Maryland, June 6, 1941

General Edwin M. Watson,

This i1s to confirm appointment Wednesday June 1llth
12350 p.m,

Owen Lattimore.



June 7, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR LAUCHLIN CURRIE:

The President supggests this
reply be delayed - that arrangeuents
be made for Mr. Lattimore to come in and
see him on Monday: then send the cable
that the President does know him.

C. K. CLLUNCH

GENNERAL WATSON

AL



5. You told Lauchlin Currie that you might want to
see Owen Lattimore, head of the Walter Hines
_— Page School of Diplomacy of Johns Hopkins.
) Would you like to have him come in today or
~ Saturday morning?

— /N
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 20, 1941.
MFMORANDUM FOR THE PARESIDENT:

Re: Announcement of Lattimore's appointment.

According to T. V. Soong, the
Generalissimo is holding off any announce-
ment in the hope that an announcement will
come from the White House. In the meantime,
the news is getting around and Lattimore's
deperture on the 8th is coming closer. I am
wondering, therefore, whether you would care
to authorize me to suggest to Soong that he
issue the attached statement. The important
words, of course, are "on the nomination of
President Roosevelt". This means a great
des1 both to the Chinese and to Lattimore's
prestige and ability to get things done.
Otherwise, Lattimore will start with an
initial handicao arising from the suspicion
that his reletionship with you is remote.

P -l v

o



MEMORANDUM ¥OR THE FTLES:

Memorandum for the Preaident from Hon. Lauchlink Currie,
6/20/41, enclosing a draft of s statement to be 1ssued by
V. Soong, in re the nomination of President Roosaevelt and
x Ao, appoln eneralissimo Chiang Kai-shek of Mr. Owen
“FFF2327 Lattimore as his personal political advisor for a period of
six months, on vhich is notation "L.C, 0.K. FDR", sent to
Mr. Currias, 6/23/41,

hm



It 1is announced from Chungking that on the nomination
of President Roosevelt Generanlissimo Chiang Koi-shek has
appointed Mr. Owen Lattimore his personal political advisor,
for & pericd of six months. Mr. Lattimore will lesve for
China immediately.

Mr. Lattimore, who has been Director of the Welter
Hines Page School of Intcrnational Relations at the Johns
Hopkins University since 1938, and editor of the cuarterly
Pacific Affairs since 1934, has not previously held any
political post. As a political commentator, his reputation
has been besed on his long residence in China, his wide
travels, and his deep knowledge of Chinese life and sympathy
for Chinese aspirations. He iz the author of a number of
stendard works of scholership and travel and is an internation-
ally recognized authority for Manchurie & Moncolia. In comment-
ing on China's four years of war for nationel liberation he
has especially emphasized the view that China i: not merely
the protege of the democracies, but herself = msjor chempicn
of democracy, because she has been fighting, against heavier
odds than any other country, to create = new independent
democracy of her own. Mr, Lattimore's appointment is viewed
at Chungking as a mejor token of the steadily increasing
understanding between Chinese znd Americans.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 23, 1941

MEMORANDI™M "OR LAUCHLIN CURHTE:

This is too strong. Will
you redraft the second paragrarh and
let me have it when you bring Lattimore

in to seea me tomorrow.

F. D. R

Memorandum from Currie, 6/21/41 to

the Preaident, /attached draft of a personal

letter from the Preaident to the Genersliazaimo
xfFrgeog Chiang Kai-shek, for Lattimore to bear.

{I}Han m;timoru!. It is a lettar of
introduction.

e

A pi0
*i”!""i"{‘?é



Ny desr Gemorvelizeimos

I take great plessure im introducing to you
Mr. Owen Lattimore. I have the Wl hest opinten of bs
capabilitics amd I kmow Lhet he 19 imtiaste with 200 in
complete cccord with ay besice politiesl attitudes., I
trust thet you will find Ms sdvice belpful., I fully
aprreeicte, es dees be, Lhat whilie servianr e youwr
pelitiesl sdviser be will be workinc solely in China's
interests amd thet his complete loyslty will be to yow.

It bee Saken some time io work wg a compre-
honsive cud detoiled lesse-lend <44 prosren fer China
snd to fit it in with ouwr orm and the British prograus,
The Chiness progrom 1 mew taking shepe, Dowewsr, snd
you son couwnt wpon stesdily irmereasine skipmswis of the
sajor items of your recuiremsmis, In L% smesntine I sm
hopeful Lhat the vorfous measures clresdy teaken B+ our
Governnents vill resuil in greatly imcreascd carrylag
capagity on the Bursa Hoad,

¥rs. Hoosevelt Jodns me in exteniing to you

‘nd Bsdace Chiony our Reprtiest wistes far your persomal
hoalth sn’ prosperity.

Youre sineerely,

(eDR) LCiem
Wiy Yxeellenmoy,

Presicent, Freeutiva Yusn,
Chusnrking, Chine.
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CAHLE TO LAUCHLIN CURRIE FROM MADAME CHIANG KAT-SHEK

CHUNGEING, July 22, 1941.

FOLLOWING IS FROM GENERALISSIMO TO THE PRESIDENT

"DR. LATTIMORE YESTERDAY PRESENTFD LEITER OF INTRODUCTION
CONTENTS OF WEICH IS MUCH APPRECIATED. RECEIVED VERY
FAVORABLE IMPRESSION OF DR. LATTIMORE DURING INTERVIEW.
OWING TO RAINY SEASOL AND REORGANIZATION, TRAFFIC ON
BURMA ROAD WILL NOT AFFRECIABLY INCREASE UNTIL OCTOEER,
BUT UNREMITTING EFFORTS CONTINUING.®

CHENNAULT FLANS START OPERATIONS IN KUNMING BY OCTOEER
FIFTEENTH., MEANWHILE HOPES TO ENFORCE COMBAT TRAINING
IN BURMA IF LOCAL AUTHORITIEE CONSENT. WILL YOU FLEASE
TRY EXFEDITE BOMBING PLANEE S0 NECESSARY TN COUNTER
OFFENSIVE. YOUR LETTER SENT THROUGH DR. LATTTMORE
RECEIVED. WARM THANES FOR YOUR EFTORTS IN CHINA'S

BEHALF.



,;b fied in his complaint and, owing to the trying condl-
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July 25, 1941.

THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

My dear Mr. President:

I am sending you for your consideration a tele-
graﬁ.whiaﬁ I have received today from Gauss, our new
Ambassador in Chungking.

The meassages to which he refers 1in hils telegram
are messages addressed by Mr. Currie to Owen Lattimore
and to Madame Chilang Kai-ehek.

_ I peresonally feel that Ambassador Gauss is Justi-

tions which exist in Chungking and the great difficultiles

inherent in his mission at this time, I do not feel 1t
wise to keep our Ambassador uninformed of important
messagee of the kind to which he refers.

W11l you let me know what your declsion may be?
If you agree with my own recommendation I will be glad
to talk personally with Lauchlin Currle and explain the

situation to him so that he may understand why the

The President,
The White House.

o



-

Department 1s asking that messages which he sends to
officlals in Chungking pass through the hands of our
own Ambassador.

Belleve me

fully yourd,

AN AW

Enc.



_,ﬁmmm'm
THE BECRETAR Y OF STATE
WASHIMETON, B. € 1 } C
i

2 DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

July 30, 1941

MaliORANDUM FOR THE PRLSIDENT

There 1e enclosed for your informetion n cony of a
note of July 29, 1941 from the Chinege Ambaeendor
transmitting o telegraphic messaie of July 27 addressed
to you by Genersl Chieng Kai-shek. As Genersl Chiang's
telegrem is in the nature of s renly to your letter of
June 23 delivered to nim by Dr, Owen Lattimore, no
acknowledgment would apoear necessary,

In acknowledging the note fronm the Chineese Anmbassadop
I em informing the Ambassador that General Chlang'e meg-

sage hes been conveyed to you,

Enclosure:

From Chinese Am- \
baseador, July 29, [ﬁ1
y »

with enclosure,



_Y:FE:FRE)

CHINESE EMBASSY
WASHINGTON

July 29, 1941

My dear Mr. Secretary:

I have Just received a telegraphic meesage from
Generalissimo Chlang Kel-ghek which he desires to be
conveyed to the President. I ghall be grateful if you
will be so good as to transmit it to ite high destination.

I wieh to take thie opportunity to express to you
the deep gratification felt by my Government and people
over the statement which you made on July 24th in regard
to Japaneee aggression in Indo-China and over the measures
which the United States Government has taken for the
freezing control of Chineee and Japanese assets.

I am, my dear Mr. Secretary,

Very sincerely yours,

HU SHIH

Enclosure:
Telegram ae above.

Honorable Sumner Welles,

Acting Secretary of State



TELEGRA TO
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
FROM GENERALISSIIO CHIANG KAT-SHEK
CHUNGKING, JULY 27, 1941.

I have read with great pleasure your letter of June
twenty-third which was delivered to me by Dr. Owen Lattimore
upon his arrival in Chungking. I am happy to have so capable
4 man a8 my political adviser, especially in view of the fact
that he is in complete accord with your basic political attitude.
I have had no hesitation in placing deep confidence in him,
and I can assure you that his advice will receive ny most
careful consideration.

Your lend-lease program for China which is being carried
out under your orders is highly appreciated by Chinese Govern=-
ment and people. With regard to the Burma Road, everything
possible has been done to increase its capacity, but all
important works of improvement can only be undertaken after
the rainy season, which begins in June and ends in October,
It 1s my humble opinion that this international route to the
sea is of vital importance to China's war of resistance, and
should there.ore be improved and kept open at any cost. I am
confident that, with adequate assistance from America, China
will be able to frustrate the Japanese plan for dominating
the Pacifie, and in common with all democratic countries to
vindicate our common cause against international banditry and
lawlessness.

irs, Chiang



lirs. Chiang joine me in sending you and Mrs. Roosevelt ou:
cordial greetings and best wishes for success of the great and

noble work you have undertaken in bringing about a better and

happier world order.

CHIANG XAI~-SHEK



\U\/ THE WHITE HOUSE
W WASHINGTON

November 21, 1941

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Re: Owen Lattimore.

On November 14 I received a cable
from Owen Lattimore stating thst he was
coming home for three months' leave,
starting January 15. Today I received
a cable reading as follows: "In order
return before spring developments,
Generalissimo suggested I make trip now,
returning end January. Please change
reservation to clipper nearest December 1
Hongkong. Ask wife get ready."

This may be an indication that

Chiang Kai-shek is not taking the Yunnan
threat as seriously as he did.

iauchlin Currie
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November 21, 194l1.

MEMORANDUM FOR

THE SECRETARY OF STATE

Here iz en excerpt from &
personel letter from China. DPlesase
read and return in person. Do not
let the Career Service people see
it, as it would only hurt the writer.
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THE WHITE HOUSE [”

WASHINGTON

November 21, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

Here 1s an excerpt from a
personal letter from China. Plesase
read and return in person. Do not
let the Career Service people see
it, as it would only hurt the writer.

F. D. R‘

= a = i - N ~y »
Re Ambassador Gauss.,



Excerpt from a Personal Letter October 15, 1941

«++s Here is something for you very much under the hat, but which you may

find useful to pass on if the occasion arises. We have a misfire here us

an Ambassador. I'm going to speak very fraunkly sbout this for even though
it be heresy I think it affects the interests of the U.S.A.

I've known Mr. Gauss for yeurs...sse... He made a reputation in Shanghei
for standing up against the Japs. Opposition is his long suit. He is as
stubborn as & mule and his German ancestory saccentuates 1t. He would have
made & swell corporation or criminal lawyer. but despite his 30 odd years
in China, he has never lived among them, does not understend them, and
conceals very poorly his disiike of them. They sense this just as a

dog or horses senses it in & human. He resents it if they invite him out
(and has refused several dinners) but also resents it if they don't invite
him.

Just today, Vincent (lst Secretury, who lLives with us) and I have expended
all of our tuct trying to get him to accept an invitation to the Foreign
Minister's two nights hence. He refused becuuse he was invited alone and
thinks some of his staff should have been invited. Mainly he dislikes
crossing the river at night and being with them.

More than this, however, he is anti-British and anti-lease lend. He
thinks the British will bamboozle us in the end and that we ought to
arm ourselves first and then crack the whip. Could we really do that
in the present crisis? I don't think so and never have. I wrote ...
«++ on September 1, 1939, that the sooner we got into this war with
both feet the sooner it would be over and the longer we stay oul the
worse it will become.

I think this combination of being anti-Chinese and anti-British at this
time is bad medicine. We want to encourage them all we cuan, in our own
selfish best interests. Trying to keep the Chinese heads up until we
can really get help to them has been my major endeavors: sseccesssssssss
It is going to be tough going under the new chief. .ecsccsss

vss No good can come of being hostile and suspicious and we may get
fooled, but I believe if we do our part we can zchieve a position
which will be the best possible approach to a healthy and permanent
peace when this war is over. .....
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Lauchlin Currie, ' Chunglinz, November 25, 1941,

After discussing with the Generalissimo the Chinese Ambassador's
conference with the Seecretary of State, I feel you should urgently
advisa the President of the Gen ralissimo's very strons reaction. I
have never seen him really agitated before. Loosening of economic
pressure or unfreezing would dangerously inerease Japan's military
advantaze in China. A relaxation of American pressure while Japan
haz its forces in China would dismey the Chinese. Any "Modus Vivendi®
now arrived at with China would be disastrous to Chinese belief in
Amsrica and analogous to the closing of the Burma Roed, which permanently
destroyed British prestige. Japan and Chinese defeatists would
instantly exploit the resultins disillusionment and urge oriental
solidarity against occidental treachery. It is doubtful whether
either past assistnnce or increasing aid could compensate for the
feelinz of beinz deserted at this hour. The Generzlissimo has deep
confidence in the President's fidelity to his consistent policy but
I must warn you that even the Generalissimo questions his ability to
hold the situation together if the Chinese national trust in America
is undermined by reports of Japan's escaping military defeat by
diplematic wictory.

Lattimore.



’fﬂf#

Declasaified per letter of Jack B. Minor,
Acting Director, Office of Security, Depart-
ment of State to Mr.TPaul Fairbank, Director,
Security Divielon, d’nneral Services Adminie-
tration, Washington, D.C., Mareh 20, 1957.



THE WHITE HOUSE | W
WASHINGTON T Y A |

Decexmber 12, 194l1.

LEMORANDUM FOR
HON. LAUCELIN CURRIE

I suggeet you take this
up with General Marshall.

F. D. R,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 11, 1941.

MEMORANUUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Re: Attached cable from Owen Lattimore,

I heve already pessed this in to the
State Lepartment.

As you probably know, Genersl Brett is
proceeding immedistely to China end I am
assembling for Generzl Arnold 21l the material
in my office bearing upon the feasilility of
China &s & base 2gainst Japan.

I am still greatly worried about Burma
and this worry has not been lessened by
Lattimore's remark that "China eannot move
sgainst Annam beczuse a proper lialson with
the British is lacking.n

Yesterdsy a formetion of Japenese planes
flew over Toungoo, Lhe Volunteer Air Corps
base in Burma. Chennault sent six firhters
up to engaze them, but they retirsd,

oé‘;ﬁ;

Lauchlin Currie



CAHLE T0 LAUCHLIN CURRIF FrOM OWEN LATTIMOKE

Chungicing, December 11, 1641,

After seeins the American, British, and Soviet military representntives,
the Generslissimo is convinced of the abanlute necessity of coordinating
the verious Pacific fronts, He emphasizes the imnortance of promptness,
For instance, China cannot move cgeinst Annam because & prover liajson with
the British is lacking. There are indications here that the Soviet attitude
is improvine and would be satisfactory once peneral coordination could be
effected. The Generalissimo proposes a militarv pact for mutual aid
between all democrazcies or A B C D if the Soviet delays joining. He clso
proposes inter-allied Pacific military commission to be loecated in Chunsking,
which is stretegically centrzl, to be headed by an Americen, since only
American lesdershin can bring all the countries into line snd coordinate
inter-allied staffs in Malay Peninsula, Philippine Islands, Dutch Indies,
etc. This commission should coordinste all strategy and control priorities
énd movements of supnlies. The foregoine propossls are most urgent since
tiey are the only way to nullify Japan's adventzve of a centr:l position
&nd its ability to strike separately at encireling demoer: cies; also
beeause prestigze is of utmost importance, and the setbacks of the first
days will badly damaze this prestice unless allied action creastes the

impression of efficient tesmwork.

REGRADID UNCLASSIFRD

— .



THE WHITE HOUSE
. WASHINGTON

Februnry l.ﬁ,. l‘}e’;?-
MEMOHANLUK FOi THE PipSIUENTS

Re: Letters from Chieps Kei-sheck
gnd Dr. Kung,

I should like to suszest that
you defer replyins to both these
letters until the return to China of
Lattimore =nd Fox. This would cive
them both "face" and help them in
their work., If you approve I shall
hold the letters and prepare drafts
of revlies for you shortly before
ther leave.

e e T mi—



THE WHITE HOUSE s
WASHINGTON it

Pebruary 16, 1042,

MEMORANDI™M POR THE PRESTDENT:

Rer Letters from Chiang Kai-shek
and Dr. Eung.

T should like to suggest that
you defer replying to both these
letters until the return to China of
Lattimore and Fox., Thi=z would glve
tiam both "face" and help them in
tneir work. TIf you approve T shall
hold the letters and prepare drafts
of replies for you shortly before
they leave,

(Signed) LATICH CURRTE

Lauchlin Currie

— ——



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 16, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR
HON. LAUCHLIN CURRIE

Do you think I should
answer this now or wait until

Lattimore goes back?

F. D. R,

Kai -"hﬁ}’ C"mngjlf"lrf“ "r"-r-?:"nx'., 1/12/42, to the
President, in re Mr. Lattimore' appt. as his
political adviser.



HEADQUARTERS OF THE GEMNERALISSIMO
CHINA

Chunzkine, Szechuan
12 January, 1942

Dear Lr. President,

I am happy to have the opportunity afforded by
Mr. Lattimore's return to America on a short visit, to
send you a word of greeting, and to thank you for recom-
mending him as my political adviser.

Mr. Lattimore has fully measured up to our ex-
pectations and has entirely justificd your choice. You
unerrinzly detected the right man to select to act as a
counsellor at a time when decisions which will affect the
whole world for generations to come are in the balance.
le hes not only a wide knowledge of our language, history
and seography, he has in addition an invalusble understanding
of our cunﬁemporﬁr political affairs. I[lis absolute in-
tegrity is manifest in everything that he doese or says, and
I never have the slightest doubt that any susgestion tﬁqt
he may make is based upon a genuine desire to assist China
to the utmost of his power.

The various llissions that you have s=nt to China
are doinz valuable work. They, and the visits of various
members of your Covernment, have zreatly helped to brine
America ecloser to us. Personal contaets necessarily tend
to promote closer and more understandiing relationship nnd
friendship. You may be assured that all the Amerienn
Missions are going about their duties with a zeal that
promises permanently useful results.

Since the Japanese attacks on Pearl Harbor, the
Philippines and Hongkons, the Pacific problem has become
more acute. It is fortunate that und-r your .ise and
steadfast leadership, the future outcome of our concertod



ShE

struggle against treachery and barbarity is assured. I
agsure you that I shall do my utmost to help brine about
a world order based upon justice tempered with merey.

Wr. lLattimore will personally convey to you my
views on some important metters upon which I have not
touched above. If there are messazes you wish to send
me, I should appreciate you entrustinz them to lr. Lat-
timore to be conveyed to me upon his return to China.

Vadame Chisng joins me in sending best wishes to
you and lrs. Roosevelt.

Yours sincerely,
g
(Chiang Fai-shek)
President Franklin ). Roosevelt

The White House
Washington, 0. C.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 16, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR
HON. LAUCHLIN CURRIE

Will you be good enough
to prepare a reply for my signature
to Dr. Kung?

F. D. R.

2!
Letter from the Secretary of the Tres sury,
2/12/4? to the President, enclosinr letter
which Mr, A. Menuel Yox was asked to transmit
to the Presidert TTom Dr. ii. H. Kung. Dr.
Kungt= letter is dated ;fli,i?:ffa-the Pre=ident,
and 1= message of per=onsal greetings.



THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY
WABHINGTOMN

February 12, 1942,

My dear Mr. President:

On his return to this country, Mr. A. Manuel
Fox brought a letter which Dr. H. H. Kung asked
to have transmitted to you. I am very glad to
do thle on hie behalf, and I am enclosing the

letter as I received 1it.

Faithfully yours,

The Freeident,
The White House.

Enclosure.



Vo FChue)
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THE EXECUTIVE YUAN
NATIONAL GOVERNMENT, CHINA.

Chunghking, January 14, 1942.

Freasident Pranklin D. Hoooevalkt,
The White Mouses,

Washington, D.C.,

s 34 &

Uear lir. Prasicsnt,

1 welaome the cpportunity to eend you re »gonal grestings
from Chungking through the kind officas of Tr. Mox.

The developmants of the laat few yeara have amply if

traginally vindicoted wyour formsight. Thoet which you so
aften end eloguently repeated L1s now evident Lo all. No
slngle member of the comity of natlions is safs when ng=
gressor natlons are allowed to chooae thelr victims one

by one.

We in China reslize how much you have done to support our
Just cause in the past. It ia, therafars, with radoubled
confidence that we lock forward to the future. For a while
dark times mey lle shead, btut the ultimats defest of the
enemies of humanity is certailn, thenks In no small measurse
to your insplring statesmanshlp and lesdershlp undar which
Americs will aave herself by Ler endeavor and the world

by her example. While tha outoome of the wor will be Lo

a consldarable extent determined by American energy and reo-
scurces, we ara fully assured that the ocutcome of the peace
will be gnided Ly your senge of falr play and Justice and
that the Wew Deal you heve given to asmerica w211 be tle
model for the coming world settlement.

I sincerely hope that you are in the best of Lealth. Flease
socapt my lindest psracnal wishes and regarda,

Cordlakly youra,

"



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
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"/ g}’/[ THE WHITE HOUSE
f

WASHINGTON

August 30, 1941

MEMORANDUM FCR
THE BECRETARY QF STATE 20
x

To speak to me about on
Tuesday.

r'- Dl‘ nl‘

Enclosures

Memorandum for the President from Hon.

_er@, 8/25/41, enclosing a cable
from Lattimore, reading "Believe it would

-_—

have excellent effect if President would
appoint you participate Moscow discussions
going there via Chungking in order to
coordinate aid to China and Soviet."

x/ﬂ'd*ip



E.'Pt vmLep 15. 19‘:.

Peir Generslisaimol

¥r. Lattimore®s return to China for »
brief visit before tekins up other importamt duties
here affords me sn epportuni‘y of snswering your
letter of Aumast 6th,

I was, needleas Lo ssy, very nuch hesrt-
aned by the peport DUr. Currle brought back of his
conversations #ith you, It i+ al-ays eomforting,
at & tize like this, Lo Le resssured of Lhe stesd-
fastness of one's allive, 1 = prriicularly pleased
tht you and Dr. Curris were sgoarently atle to telk
so freely snd framkly, I shoul! heve Leen diztressed
if, for smsmple; you hed contimued to bBellieve that
our strategy wos sdmply to mark time in the East
until Bitler =as first defeated in the West,

1 wiah it =ere poseible "o mest your
urgent needs more fully and more promptly. They
will, I asoure you, te met 2a fully snd Bs promptly
s the technlesnl dl ficulties allow. In the mean=
time, hovever, despite our repicly sccelerating
prouction, we do not seem able ta overtake the
ever growing deminds of our Allies »nd of our own
troopss The shippin: situstion, moreover, remalns
noute, Doth of theoe situetions will {mprove but
at the prosent time ve have far less chipring svall-
able than lust yesar, For the time belng, therefore,
we dare mot undertake to do more thap bulld up the
imerican alr ferce in Chine smd Imdie snd build wp
the onpseity of the osir tropsport line, so thet we
will ve sble mot only to support the operation of
cur sir force in Chinms 'wt will slso be able to



caontritule Lo th» econtinued omeratisn of yaur
arsent la, Progress {s being mcde in these metteore,
The uesticn of dlepstehing i@ rlecn trcoos has

so mamy readfiestions snd eneouniors such 217fi-
cultios at Lthe moment thal it re ulres more stuty,
In the meantize 1 am Fopeful thet it »ill prove
poreitle Lo e uip usre Chinese troops In Indts,

Dre Currie hoe sugeested Lo me other
thinee that micht (e “one to make Lhe coapnepstion
tetween our countries more freltful, ind which
sl bt further the couse of the Unlted Netiors in
fenerile Soe of Lhese are rather dif’icult to
vork out ¢t the woment, Others, hovew r, arcear
forsisle, I hove been turnine voarlous possitilities
over in ay =ind ond hope o bring sbosh certeln
changes whick will furthor cur com=omn of Jeetives,

1 joilm Mrs. Roosevelt ir remewins our
vare invitatlon to Mednme Chlsns to wiolt Americs
and the "hite Houre, 1 ssm sure we could alford
her vmple prot-ction from the cacessive demends
of the public.

¥tk rensvwed expressiona of my own
eoncern for your continued heslth, I en

g il s il

Hi: "zcellency, {roRy
Generslizaimo Chlan: Kei-zhek,
Chunsking, China,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 16, 19.2,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Re: Letters to the Generaljssimo
and Dr. Kung,

The attached draft of a letter to
the Generalissimo has been read and
approved by Secretary Haull. I have
drafted another one for Mrs. Roosevelt
renewing your invitation to Madame
Chizng to visit America and the White
House and assurirg her along the lines
you sugcested that after a short visit

@t the White House she would be Justified
in keepirg her publie and social engage~-

ments to a minimum,

Y Y s, 34

Lauchlin Currie



Sectesher 16, 1947,

hl!'h‘l‘tw

dgein you heve placed me deeply In your
dett for Lhe rare zif. of tes of the nev crop.
Por years ond years my Tomily hos been the
recipient of exquisi'le tes from Chinae This,
unfortunstely, #=ss cut off & counle of yeors
az0 snd ve he Just about exbouste! gur stock,
Tour 114, therefore, war most timely,

I have been folle=ing with sympathy sad
elosr sttention your skillful snd determined
elffort: to meint2in "he soundmess of your
finrnees, while increacins pro uction in every
ways Althoush superflclally ‘@ rlesn snd
Chinese fimemcl 1l snd ec-nomic protlems spoear
to bive 1ittle in comson, :ctually they are
toth eoneerned wit! the basie pro'lsms of
inervesin: procection rnd flmencins the wap, of
seeuring & more euitable distri'ution of nonewer
profuction, and of seouring sm adecurte and Just
distritu‘ion of the burden of texa*ion,

Yours sincerely,

Fis Excellency.
br. B, H. Kung,
Ministry of Pinence,
Chunsidin~, Chine,
(FDR)
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HEADQUARTERS OF THE GENERALISSIMO
CHINA

President Franklin D. Roosevelt



HEADQUARTERS OF THE GENERALISSIMO
CHINA

Chungking, Szechuan
8 Aurust, 1942

Dear Mr, President,

I have read with the closest attention your letter of
July 4th which wus delivered to me by Dr. Currie., I am glad of
the opportunity of resuming the pleasant and useful talks I nad with
him last year, and to have, through him, & full exchange of views with
YOou. I wish to thank you for zending him as your representative.

Now that Dr. Currie has re-visited China and acgquainted him-
self with the latest developments and situations arising out of the
geographical changes made since last December, I feel certain that with
his astute insight and intelligent understanding he will be able to take
back to you a true and grave picture of the problems now confronting
the Unlited Nations in the Far East, I have found in Dr. Currie a
rare character which combines integrity of purpose, wide sympathy and
Persuasive tact,

In my talks with him I have emphasized the importance of
strategy in the winning of the war, and I have reguested him to convey
te you verbally my ideas on this as well as on the many other related
subjects which we discussed,

Although we are separated by the vast expanse of the Pacifie,
I am encouraged by the faci that, in the midst of your strenuocus duties
and heavy responsibilities, you are bearing in mind the importance of
the Chinea Theater of War. I am moved indeed by your deep concern
and anxiety for China of which Dr. Currie told me.

Madame Chieng joins me in wishing you and Mrs., Roosevelt
the best of health.

Yours sincerely,

E t %

Chiang Kai-shek

President Franklin D, Roosevelt
The White House
T.'f&shingtﬁn, DI c-
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Decenber 14, 1942

AEZORANDUM FOR
HON. LAUGHLIN CURRIE

will you e¢nd LDr. Lattiuore

prepare reply for my signature?

?- D- R-

+  Enclosure

Letter from H. H. ¥ung, Ministry of Finance,
National Government, Chungking, China, 11/11/.2,
to the President, advising that the President's
letter of 9/16 was handed to him by Dr. Lattimore.
Expresses the hope that the ideals which
President ¥Wilson failed to achieve after the

last World War will be brought to fruition

under the President's great leadership.
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Ms "zcellency, fﬁ
Pr. L K Kung,
Hiolister of Mnaonce,
Chunrkine, China.
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