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• Bogota, Colombia 
November 24 , 1943 

My dear Mr. President: 

As you undoubtedly have been advis~d by the De­
partment of State, Preside~t and Mrs . Lopez, their 
daughter, Maria Mercedes Lopez, and the Secreta~y 
General of the Foreign Office, Dr. Alberto Gonzalez 
Fernandez, left for the Uni ted States today via the 
Canal Zone. 

The purpose of the visit is so that Mrs. LOpez 
can undergo a very serious operation for cancer. 
Dr. L6pez informs me that he has kept from his wife 
the gravity of her condition, and while it is rumored 
in Bogota that she is suffering from a tumor it is 
not generally known the malignant character thereof. 

Dr. LOpez said that as soon as t he operation is 
performed in New York and as soon as the condition of 
his wife permits , he hopes to have the pleasure of 
payin~ his respects to you. I feel certain that 
Dr. LOpez will apprise Secretary Hull of his desire to 
see you but I considered it advisable to notify you 
now of his trip to the United States. 

I may say that he has been having a very diffi­
cult time politically during the last four months. 
Congress has been filibustering s ince the end of 

The President, 
The White House, 

Washington. 
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July and no legislation of importance has been passed . 
There have been numerous reasons for the political 
crisis, such a8 dissatisfaction on the part of those 
Liberals who were not given appointive positions, 
but it is generally believed that the principal fac ­
tor which brought about criticism on the President 
has been the indiscretion of his son, Alfonso , in 
accepting a large legal fee as well as a high 
monthly salary rrom the Handel- Bavaria brewery 
which is under the fiduciary administration of the 
Government. These attacks on the President's s on 
have aggravated Mrs . L6pez' condi tion especially 
as the opposition has charged that the President has 
been forced out of office by the attacks of the Con­
serve. ti ves . 

The Constitution provides t hat the President 
can leave the country for a period not longer than 
ninety days provi ded the Senate gives its consent. 
This permissiqn has been given by t he Senate, and 
therefore Dario Echand!a, former Mi nister of 
Gobierno, i s Acting President until Dr . LOpez' return. 
Should Dr. LOpez not be able to return to Colombia 
within t he stipulated ni nety days a Presidential elec­
tion must be convoked to elect a Pres i dent to fill 
out the unexpired portion of Dr . LOpez' term of office. 

With the expression of my deep admiration and 
respect, I am, my dear Mr. President, 

Faithfully 
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Apr il 8, 1944 

At th~ ~UPVPst tnn of t he Of fi ce or Americ~n Republi c 

Aff tdr s , thE'rP is enclosed here•.• ith for the inforn.:..tion nf 
tnA PrPsijent a co~y of a tnlePram d~ ted u~rcn 21, 1944, 
ad-iressed to thP American Embl\ssy at Bo~'ot!i , Col omb!& by 

the Deo.:rtme>nt, and a r en'y thereto from the '·ner1c1:.11 

·mbucsy at BoPot!i ddted ~arch 30 , concerninr a message sent 
to the Pres i dent by the Arch~ishop of Sogot~ . 

~ r--f ~ (.0 • • ...o. 
Stanley Woodwar d 

Enclosures I 
Fr om Deoortm~nt to 

Bogot,, Uarch ~1 , 
194; 

Fr om ~mbassy, BoPot !1, 
t o DenPrtment, M-.r ch 30 . 
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7 p . m. 
This t eleP, r am must be 
~araohr~sed bPfor e bein~ 
commun:tc:•tPd t<J ~ nyrmr 0ther 
t han & Gov"r:1ment 1l ., .. Pncy (oR) 

MI.EMBA "SY I 

BOGOTA, (COLOI.i!HA). 

382 

The President has r eceived the followin~ message fron• 
the 'lriests Ar chbishoo of Colombia ••hlch re .. ds in tr .nsl &ti<'n 
:. s follov:sr -

OUO~E As spokesmbn of the thirty- one pre l&.tes ond ten 
ml.llion C£tho11cs o f Col ombia , per mi t rno;> to rddr ess myself both 
resoectfully and ur~ently to Your Excellency . l.vPn the ooss1-
b11ity o" the dest.ruc•.i on of Rome fills us wi th horror; Rome, 
mor eo" er, the incom:>&r ab1e trec.s•1rP o f f>erpetual art <ond t~e 
~chool of culture, is the "lori ous center o f t he Ca tholtc '-'hurch 
wnose c!:-.maae l'lonld nroduce irr emedtGtble trPmblin" ~nd inex­
or essihle oain to All the 11,in~ ~oul~ of the Church "'hich is 
compri "ed of ronr hand red million o f the rai thf•t1 . At the 
same ti~P , thP Holy See ha~tens to show a lively inter est in 
t he conserv.;tton of "thens and Cairo . 0at.hol1cs ho1)e th:. t no 
1e1s c are will be given to these cities th~n is !iv~n to Rome 
•rhich Dyron called the> OUOTF. l and of the souls UNqnoTP. . 
Regoectfully . TlN~UOTE . 

Ple~;se ackno1·:l eo:lll'e this mess!\Pe in beh<..lf of the Pr E-siden t 
and assure> the ·•r chbishoo t hr. t the ! r esi::ent i s equally con­
cerned f~r the Silfety of Rome , aS evidenced by nis sta t ement 
to the press on Ma r ch 14 wh ich was ~uoted i n thP r adio bulletin 
of ~he same dHte . You are r equested to "ive the Archbi~hop a 
cony o f this st-•tPrnent and ~o r e>por t whc.t.eve r r eactions ne may 
have . 

HULL 
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MJK- 486 
This tElegram must be 
paraphrasEd before being 
communicated to a nyone 
other thD n a GovErnment 
h.gtncy, (BR) 

Secre tory of State , 

\lo shington . 

606, March 30, 2 p . m. 

Bogota 

DotEd March 30, 1944 

REc'd 9 :33 p . m. 

I callEd on thE nrchbishop of Bogota yesterday 

and deliverEd to him a letter embodying pErtinent 

portions of the DEpar tment ' s 382 , March 21 , 7 p .m. 

I likEwise dtl ivered to nrchbishop Perdomo o copy 

of .l:'rcsidmt RoosEvelt ' s statement of ularch 14 to thr 

press . The "rchbishop inquired whc ther he should 

acknowlEdge by telegraph thE President' s messagE . I 

rrplird that this would not bE necessary as PresidEnt 's 

mEssagE wa s on a nswer to the nrchbishop 1 s tElEgram . I 

of fered , however , t o transmit my commen ts which the 

I. rchbishop might wish to make . He thercup rEquested 

me to tElegraph to the President that the nrchbishop 

is very "complocido y agr adEcido11 (please ond gratEful) . 

Rr rrpcotcd the phrasE thrEE times . 

h.irgrom follows . 

EDn 
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!0 WHOM ft IIAY OOICDJ 1 

l han glnn pel'llisalon tor lira. 

Jobn c. Wiler to aecoapa127 her lluGban4 

when be tra•.rle. 'lhls o.-der lnoludee &Jl7 

t.rpe of mlll'art plane -- Aray, BaTJ or 

Marlne. 
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