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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON
August 25, 1833,

My dear Mr. President:

Referring to my note enclosing coples of
telegrams Nos. 182 and 184 from Welles, I en-
close herewith copy of telegram No, 185 which
I venture to suggest that you read.

Welles eaye that in view of the urgency
of the situation, President Opepedes yesterday
evening expressad a desire to carry out the
policy indicated in his telegram No, 184, During
a Cabinet meeting which the President held last
night a decree was drafted which was handed to
Welles at four o'cleck this morning. The decree,
which is guoted in telegram No, 185, pute into
effect a revolutionary change of policy,

Respectfully youre,

The President, '-ll

The White House, ( ).'"
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COPY FCR THE PRESIDENT

MET ) GRAY

) Habana
{ 5 -
=) ] Dated August 25, 1833

Rec'd 6 p. m.
Seoretary of State.

Washington,

185, August 35, 11 a. m,

ly 184, August 24, 5 p. m.

In view of the urgency of the situation President
Cespedes yesterday evening decided to carry out the policy
indicated in my telegrem under reference. He was advised
to adopt this course by all of the members of his Cabinet
and by all of the political leaders that have now returned
to Cuba. During a Oabinet meeting which the President held
last night the followins decree was drafted which wes handed
to me at four o'clock this morning. The decree reads as
follows}

To the people of Cuba. Whereas the Congress of the
Republic in the exercise of the powere established in
Article 115 of the Constitution resolved by the law of
June 2lst, 1827 to amend certain provisions of the consti-
tution;

Whereas in the call of the election for delecates of
the constitutional convention the laws by virtue of which
the reorganization of politicel parties had been prohibited
remained in force as well as that prohibiting the organiza-
tion of new parties and other laws were enacted prohibiting
the presentation of independent candidatures all of which
legal provisions had no object other than to carry into
effect the amendment to the constitution with absolute dis-
regard of the popular will inasmuch s the electors opposed

to said amendment were not able to elect deleg:tes to afore-
aald

S e —




2=-#185 from Habana, Aug, 25, 11 8. m,

Bald constitutional convention in monifest infrincemsnt of
Article 38 of the constitution which recognizes the right
of suffrage to &ll Cubane over 21 years of age;

Whereas, the conatitutional convention elected to
that effect did not limit ite acte to the approvel or
dieaspproval of the amendment voted by Congress in mccord-
ance with the provisions of Article 115 of the conatitution
above cited but oversteppin: its authority proceeded to
change certain provielons of the law which contained the
amendment

Wnereas, one of the provisions which vas the one of
modification was that by virtue of which the presidential
term of office which should have expired on May 20, 1929,
was extended for two yeare to May 20, 1931, and which, fur-
thermore, prohibited the reelection of the President of the
Republic then in office, the change commencins on {*) in
permitting said chief executive to be reelected for the
next oresidential term;

Whereas, on Uay 11, 1928, the amendment of the con-
Btitution was promulgated by the President of the Republio,
the same containing as has been said important chanzes in
the text of the law which had been voted and passed by
Qongress;

Thereas, in the emergency electoral law of July 20,
1928, a series of provieions were included tendins to
assure the reelection of the person who at that time held
the Presidency of the Republic and at the same time to pre-
vent the presentation of other candidates for tne same of-
fice which objects were achieved with abeolute dieregard of
the popular will;

Whereas, the Supreme Court of Justice en banc in

saveral decisions handed down in writs of unconstitutional-
ity

—— -



4=#185 from Habana, Aug, a5, 11 a. m.

ity has recognized that the constitutionnl convention in
altering the text of some of the provieions of the amend-
ment law infrinsed the provision contained in Article 115
of the constitition so often cited;

Whereas, all the iilepalities and overriding of
authority which have been mentioned constituted a coup d'etat
againet the popular sovereignty and gave rise to an intense
revolutionary acitation which ooliged the Sovernment con-
stantly to maintain in suspense the individual puarentees
and to appeal to all clas= of violence in order to appesse
the proteste of the people;

Whereae, the good officees of the Aﬁhassedﬂr of the
United States of America to procure a solution to such an
intense nolitical crisie having been offered and accepted
and the President of the Republic having refused to give
performance to the essential obligetions acouired by the
parties within the negotiations whien were being carried
on, the revolutionary state became more acute to such an
extent that he was forced to resolve the abendonment of
the power and withdraw from the national territory in use
of a leave of absence at the same tige leavine a full re-
signation of his office;

Whereas, by virtue of said leave of absence I have
provisionally aseumed the Presidency of the Republie;

Whereas, a large number of Senstors and Representa-
tives have presented the resignetion of their offices and
others have left the country without requesting a leave
of absence;

Whereas, in view of everything that has been get
forth above and with the object of reestablishin: consti-
tutional legality and restorins tranguillity to the

country, interpreting the popular will wihlch is clearly
manifested
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manifested at this time throuchout the country, conscious of
the national conventionalities and of the transcendency of the
measures I am adoptinz, with my thoughtes ploced on the foun-
ders of the nation and on the welfare of the Republic, and
having heard the opinlon of my Cabinet, I proceed to issue

the followins decree!

First. The text of the Constitution of 1801 ie re-
established in its full force and effect and coneegquently
the constitutional amendment promulgated on May 1lth, 1928,
remains null and without any value or effect.

Second, Therefore, the mandate attributed to citizen
Gererdo Machado y Morales as President of the Republic is
hereby terminated.

Third. The present Congress is declared dissolved
and as a consequence the mandates of the Senators and Repre-=
sentetives as well as the rights of their substitutes to
take their places ere terminated.

Fourth., The offices of Justices of the Supreme Court
filled after lay 20th, 15239, are hereby declared vecent.

Fifth. The mand tes of all the other officicle of
popular election are hereby declared at an end, neverthelese,
those holding such offices at the present time shall remain
in the discharpe thereof until the Govermnment shell order
what it deems proper in each case.

S8ixth. On February 24th, 1834, general elections
shall be held for the fillinc of all offices which have
their origin in popular suffrapge, the new presidential term
of office to be inewrurated on May 20th of that year.

Seventh. 4An advisory commiesion shall be created
charged with the proposing of the modifications considered
indiepeneable to carry into effect the measures contained

in this decree, and the recomsendations of the said commis-
gion
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slon once approved in whole or in part shall bce prémulqated by
the Executive,

Eighth. The Government shall resvect nnd give fulfill-
ment to all international ouligations contracted in the name
of the Republic even thousn they may be dated after May 20th,
1939,

Winth. A1l the Secretories of the Cabinet mre entrusted
with the fulfillment of this decree insofsr as it may be par-
tinent tu each of them,

Given at the Presidential Palace in Habana on August
24, 1933, BSigned Carlos Kanuel de Cespedes, President.

Signed Carloe Saladrigpas, Secretary of Justice and Acting
Becretary of State."

For the reasons set forth in my telegram above referred
to, I consider that the action teken by the Government is in
the best interests of the Republic of Cuba. Furthermore, I
belleve that under the clroumstances now existing it is cal=
culated to promote stacility and to quiet opposition.

Owing to the fact that three members of the Supreme
Court were apuointed during Machado's second term and that
their appointments are consequently held to be illegal;
that the President of the Supreme Court has reelgned; and
that one of the remesinin: members is seriously i1l a cuorum
of the Supreme Court caunot meet for the time being. The
Government has decided consequently to teke upon i1teelf the
responsibility of declarin: unconstitutional Machado's second
teru of office and not refer the constitutionality of that
regime to the Supreme Court,

The eighth clause of the sald decree which epecifie-
elly anncunces the intention of the Government to comply

with ell of the international obllgations entered ints by
the
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the Ouban Government from May 20, 1929, until the present date
ghould relieve anxiety on the pert of American banks whioch
have made loans or extended credite to the Cuban Governuent
durins that period.

The President will lssue within the next few days a
furtner decree containin: the electoral code under wihich the
nationsl elesctions &re to be held six mounths from now. It is
the intention of the Government to adopt Professor HcBain's
sugrested reforus in their entirety,

WELLES

(*) Omission
CS5B



MET GRAY
Habana
Dated August 25, 1933

Recta (o Lfrm
Secretary of State,

Washington,

185, August 25, 11 a, m.

My 184, August 24, 5 p. m.

In view of the urgency of the situation President
Cespedes yesterday evening decided to carry out the poliecy
indicated in my telegram under reference., He was advised
to adopt this course by all of the members of his Cabinet
and by all of the political leaders that have now returned
to Cuba, During a Cabinet meeting which the President held
last night fhe following decree was drafted which was handed
to me at four o'clock this morning. The decrec reads as
follows:

To the people of Cuba, Whercas the Congress of the
Republic in the cxercise of the nowors established in
Article 115 of the Constitution iro;plvgdﬁr the law of
June 21st, 1927 to amend cortain provisions of the consti-
tution;

Whereas in the call of tho eloction for delegates of

the constitutional convention the laws by virtuc of which
the
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the reorgenization of political parties had boen prohibited
remained in force as well as that prohibiting the organiza-
tion of new parties and other laws were cnacted prohibiting
the presentation of indopondent candidatures all of which
le.al provisions had no object other than to carry into
offect the amondment to the constitution with absolute dis-
regard of the popular will inasmuch as the clectors opposed
to said amendment werc not able to elcet delegates to
aforesald constitutional convention in manifest infringe-
ment of Article 38 of the constitution which recognizos the
right of suffrage to oll Cubans ovor 21 yoars of ago;
Whereas, the constitutional convention clectod to that
; effezt did not limit its acts to the approvel or dis-
approval of the amendmint voted by Congress in accordance
with the provisions of ‘rtiecle 115 of the constitution sbove
cited but overstepping its authority proceeded to change
certain provisions of the law which contained the amendmont;
Whereas, one of the provisions which was the onec of
modification was that by virtue of which the presidential
torm of office which ohould have expired on May 20, 1929,
was extended for two ycars to May 20, 1931, and which,
furthermore, prohibited the reelection of the Fresident of
the Republiec then in offico, the change commencing on (#)

in permitting said chicf axeocutive to bo reoelected for the
next
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next presidential term;

Whereas, on May 11, 1928, the amendment of the con-
stitution was promulgated by the Fresident af the Republic,
the same containing as has been said impar tant changes in
the text of the law which had been voted and passed by
Cengresa}

Whereas, in the emergency electoral law of July 20,
1928, a series of provisions were included tending to
assure the reelection of the person who at that time held
the Presidency of tho Republic and et the same time to pre-
vent the presentation of other candidates for the same
office which objects were achievec ~1th absolute disrogard
of the popular willj;

Whereas, the 3upreme Court of Justice en banc in
several decisions handed down in writs of unconstitutional-
ity has recognized that the constitutional convention in
altering the text of some of the provisions of the amend-
ment law infringed the provision contained in Article 115
of the constitution so often cited;

Whereas, all the illegalities and overriding of
authority which have been mentioned constituted a coup
d'etat against the popular sovereignty and gave rise to an
intense revolutionary agitation which obliged the Covern-
ment constantly to maintain in suspense the individual guar-
antees and to appeal to all class of violence in order to

appease the protests of the people;
#ihereas,
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‘ihereas, the good offices of the Aimbassadcr of the
United States of America to procure a solution to such an
intense political crisis having been offered and accepted
and the President of the Republic having refused to give
performance to the essential obligations acquired by the
parties within the negotiations which were being carried
on, the revolutlionary state became more acute to such an
extent that he was forced to resolve the abandonment of
the power and withdraw from the national territory in use
of a leave of absence at the same tire leaving a full
resignation of his officej

Whereas, by virtue cf said lenve of absence I have
provisionally mssumed the Presidency of the Republicy

Whereas, a laerge number of Senators and Representa-
tives have presented the resignation of their offices
and others have loft the country without requesting a
leave of absence;

Whereas, in view of everything that has been aot
forth above and with the object of reeastablishing
conatitutional legality and restoring tranquillity to
the country, interpreting the popular will which is
clearly manifested at this time throughout the country,
conscious of the national conventionalities and of the
transcendency of the measures I am adopting, with my
thoughts placed on the founders cof the nation and on the
welfare of the Republic, and having heard the opinion of

my
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-
my Cabinet, I proceed to issue the following decree:

First, The text of the Constitution of 1901 is
reestablished in its full force and effect and conse-
quently the constitutional amendment promulgated on
May 11th, 1928, remains null and without any value or
effect,

Second., Therefore, the mandate attributed to
eitigﬂn Gerardo Machado y liorales as President of Ehe
Republic is hereby terminnted.

Third. The present Congress is declared dissolved
and as a consequence the mandates of the Senators and
Representatives as well as the rights of their substitutes
to take their places are terminatad.

Fourth., The offices of Justices of the 3upreme
Court filled after May 20th, 1929, arec hereby declared
vacant,

Fifth. The mendates of all the othor officials of
popular electlon are hereby declarcd at an end, neverthe-
less, those holding such officos at the present time shall
remain in the discharge thereof until the Government shall
order what i1t deems proper in each case,

8ixth. OnecFebruary 24th, 1934, general clections
shall be held for the filling of all offices which have
their origin in popular suffrage, the new presidential
term of office to be inaugurated on May 20th of that year,

deventh.
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Seventh, An advisory commission shall bo created
charged with the proposing of the modifications considered
indispensable to carry into effect the measures contained
in this decree, and the recommendations of the said come
mission once approved in whole or in part shall be promul=-
gated by the Executive,

Eighth. The Government shall respect and give
fulfillment to all international obligations contracted in
the name of the Republic oven though they may bo dated
after May 20th, 1929,

Ninth. All the 3ecrctaries of the Cabinet are
entrusted with the fulfillment of this decree insofar as
it may be pertinent to cach of thaom,

Given at the Presidontial Palace in Habana on
August 24, 1933, Signed Carlos Manuel de Cospodoes,
Preosident. Signed Carlos Saladrigas, Secretary of Justico
and Acting Scecrotary of State,"

For the rcasons sct forth in my telegram sbove
referred to, I considor that tho amction taken by the
Government is in the best intercsts of the Republic of
Cuba. Furthermore, I believe that under the circumstances
now existing it is calculated to promote stability and
to quiet oppositicn,

Owing to the fact that three members of the
Supreme Court were appointed during Machado's second

term
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term and that their appointments are consequently held to
be illegal; that the President of the Supreme Court has
resigned; and that one of the remaining members is
seriously ill a quorum of the Supreme Court cannot meet
for the time being. The Government has decided conse-
quently to take upon itself the responsibility of declar-
ing unconstitutional Machado's sccond term of office and
not refer the constitutionality of that regime to the
Supreme Court.

The eighth clause of the said decree which speci-
fically amnounces the intentiecn of the Govermment to
comply with all of the intcrnational obligations cntercd
into by tho Cuban Government from May 20, 1929, until
the present date should relieve anxiety on the part of
American banks which have made loans or extended credits
to the Cuban Government during that poriod.

The Prcsident will issuec within the next few days
a further decrcec containing the eloctoral code under
which the national elections are to be hold six months
from now, It is the intontion of the Government to adopt
Frofcusor McBain's suggestod rcforms in their entiroty.

WELLES

(#) Omission
CSB



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ASSISTANT SECRETARY

September 7, 1933,

MEMORANDUM

;

Dr. Marquez Sterling, the new Cuban &mbénsador,
called to tell me of a telephone conversation he had
this noon with Professor Guillermo Portela, one of the
members of the junta of five whe—is in charge of foreign
relations. Dr. Portela said that the junta was same-
what concerned about the discussions which President
Roosevelt and the State Department had held yesterday
with the Latin American diplomets. He said that the
junta is EEE camunistic and that its members had had
nothing to do with the hateching of the revolt which
overthrew President De Cespedes.

In order to stabilize the situation Dr. Portela
stated that this morning the junta hed conferred with
the mrincipal members of the opposition in an effort to
work-out a formula that would be satisfactory to 2ll the
major groups. This formule includes a cabinet of con-
centration in which all groups would be represented. He

hoped that this cabinet of concentretion might be formed

today.
DT,



Dr. Portela also stated that the camissioned
officers,with the exception of those too closely
affiliated with the Machado regime, K were being re-
established in their former positions as quickly

as possible,

LA:1LD:AEM:S8



November T, 1333.

iy dear ['r. Secrebary:

At the recuest of the resident I am
sending you herewith m copy of his letter of
%ovember 6th to General Machndo.

Sincerely yours,

LOUIS %eH. HOUE
Secrebtary toc the President

The Homorable
e decrebary of itnte.

bnclasure.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WA THINOTON

lovemb: r &, 1933,

Excallenoy:

I hove received and read with intersst Your Excellency's letter
of October 19, 1923, informing me of your deep concern with regard to the
astablishment in Cuba of a Court of Sanetions, I may say that the latest
advices T hove received do not indicate that this Court has as yet started
funectioning.

As you know, mo one more than myself desires peace and haspiness
for the Cuban people. To be lasting, and not ephemersl, however, national
pence snd happiness rust be the product of the efforts of a people themselves.
It is needless for me to ndd that I am most anxious thet the saveral problems
facing Cuba be solved at the earliest possible moment, as the eontinuance of
the political disturbance and economioc distress naturally works great hardship
on the population of the Island.

I am pleased to lesarm of Your Lxcellemey's appreciation of the
sourtesics extonded to you by the publie offielals of this country on your
rocent viait here.

Very truly yours,

/s/ Franklin D. Roosavelt

His Excellsncy
Garardo Vachado,
lount Royal Hotel

Monireal, Cnnada =



On July 1, I addressed through Ambassador Welles a
message to the Cuban people expressing the sympathetic
interest of the Ameriocan people in the peaceable settle-
ment of Cuba's political difficulties, Since that time
the political scene has undergone major changes. I as
firmly believe today as I did last July that the "restora-
tion of political peace 1s & necessary and essential
preliminary step on the way to economic recovery."

While the energy and attention of Cuba have con-
tinued to be preoccupied with political matters, the
economic 1ife of the Republic dally is disintegrating.

It would afford the American Government and people,
as sincere and close friends of Cuba, the deepeat satis-
faction if all factions in Cuba would, through their
responsible leaders, without delay and in the interest of
their own fatherland, bury thelr partlisan grievances and
unite patriotically to combat the forces of dlesintegration
which now threaten the well-being of the Republic. It 1s
my fervent hope that the Cuban people, in this hour of
crisis, will subordinate personal interests to the wel-

fare of the country ms a whole.
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DEPARTMENT OF S8TATE
WABHINGTON

November 3, 1933

My dear Mr. President:

Pursuant to your request I am submitting herewith
a suggested reply which you may desire to send to
General Machado in acknowledgment of his letter to you
of October 19, 1933. I am also attaching the original
letter from General Machado, with translation.

If the proposed reply meets with your approval I
should greatly appreciate receiving for the records of
this Department copies of this correspondence.

Faithfully yours,
Enclosures:

R
From General Machado,

October 19, 1933, with
translation;

Proposed reply to General
Machado.

The President,
The White House.



Excellency:

I have received and read with interest Your
Excellency's letter of Uctober 19, 1933, informing
me of your deep concern with regard to the establish-
ment in Cuba of a Court of Sanctions. I may say that
the latest advices I have received do 1ot indicate that
this Court hae ae yet started functioning.

Ae you know, no one more than myself deeires peace
and happiness for the Cuban people, To be lasting, and
not ephemeral, however, national peace and hanpiness
muet be the product of the efforte of a pecple them-
selves, It is needless for me to add that I am most
anxioue that the several probleme facing Cuba be solved
at the earliest possible moment, ae the continuance of
the political disturbance and economic distress naturally
works great hardship on the population of the Island.

1 am pleased to learn of Your Excellency's appre-
ciation of the courtesies extended to you by the public

officialse

Hie Excellency
Gerardo "achado,
Mount Royal Hotel,
Montreal, Canada.
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officials of thie country on your recent vieit here.
Very truly yours,
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TRANSLATION I,

lount Royal Hotel,
Montreal, Canada,
October 19 ¥ lg::'SO
Eis Excellency,
Mr. Franklin D. Roosevelt,

President of the United States of America,
Washington, D. C.

Excellency:

I have received the kind letter whieh you were good
enough to write to me on September 26 of the current year.
1 am doubly grateful for your statements on the desire whieh
animates you that, on the restoration of peace and order,
fuba may again become happy and prosperous with the coopera-
tion of all her citigzens, and for your kind reference to my
attitude in withdrawing from power. concerning the events
in Cuba which preceded this last step of mine, 1 mist tell
you that it would have been very desirable if everything
had occurred in perfect harmony with your noble purposes.

T am ecalling your attention eway from your many occupa-
tions at this time in an effort to prevent the commission
in my country of further and more atroclous erimes., Recently
there has been established there a Court called the court
of Sanctions to judge former servants of the State who

represent the most illustrious group of our public men, In
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reality, a Court of Sanctions, from 1lts very name, from the state
of passion of those who have foreibly seized power and also because
of the derogation from the Constitution and the laws, can not
judge, but merely apply penalties. In fact, the true aim which
the irresponsible groups which povern today propose to achleve
thereby is to punish all those who served the Country in any way
during my presidency; 1t is a question of em act of vengeance in

a moment of collective madness.

The painful fact which may have irreparable consequences 1s
that in Cuban prisons are found a Secretary of Department,
senators, representaiives, governors, alcaldes, high officers
of the army, ete., and the evident intention is to shoot many of
them. I think that for the honor of Tumanity such barbarous
violence should be avoided.

I find no other suthority then Your Excellency who can pre-
vent such great harm, as both covernzent and people in my country
have fallen into such chaos that they respond to no appeal to duty.

1 know your Excellency's endowments of honor (hombria de bien)

and energy end believe that you will not fail to heed this appeal
of mine in this hour of great sadness for me.

Furthermore, when the members of my government, of the
congress, of the Political Partiss and also of the opposition
groups accepted the mediation of the Ambassador of the United

States of America, we all felt inelined thereto not because of
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the advice which he could give us, inasmuch as Your Excelleney's
high representative was a new arrival in our country and unfamiliar
with our psychology, but because of Lhe guarantee which his high
mission Eﬁve tﬁ the agreements which might be entered into. And,
likewise, when the Secretary of Gobernacion, - now & prisoner and
probably the first one to be condemned -- resigned his office, he
did so upon the request made to that effect by the American
Ambassador acting as Mediator, who personally asked for the said
resignation and many additional acts, "as just and reasonsble to
solve the Cuben political problem™; end when many of the military
leaders assumed an attitude of rebellion on August 11, they were
impelled thereto by continued threats of armed intervention, as
the Chief of the military rebellion told Mr. Welles on the night
of August 1lth to l1l2th.

In all this I have no desire to place an obligation upon Your
Excellency's Government, such & thing is far fram my mind; but I
submit these facts in order to inecline Your Excellency's mind to
save the lives and property of men who cannot be judged in such a
moment of aroused passion.

I desire to avail myself of this opportumnity to thank Your
Excellency for the courtesies of which I have been the object on
the part of the Comsul of the United States at Montreal and the
custom-house authorities in my reecent crossing of the boundary line.

with all econsideration and respeet I am, S5ir, Your Excellency's

humble servant. (s) Gerardo lMachado

Tr TFGH:WCW.
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TELEGRAM ?W

Neval Communications, ﬁﬂ]ﬂ mhﬁe ﬁﬂuﬁﬂ ' \H )
mﬂﬁflﬁtﬂiﬂn Nov., 9th-1933, k_-'f' : ff,,f

-

Chief of Naval Operations:

With surrender of Arates Fortress at 330 PM this afterncon Thursday
last organized resistance in Havana is overocome, Government in
control but anti-govt sniping continues with persistent ramors

that next step of opposition is incendarism against foreign
property to foroe intervention., Streets ordered kept olear

all persons from 600 PM on., Defaoto Government has ordered

martial law in provinoces whereever unsettled conditions warrant,

945 PM



THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTOMN

November 15, 1933.

The Secretary of State encloses for the informa-
tion of the President a copy of the telegram indicated

below.

Enclosure:

Telegram No. 461, November 15, 1 p. m., Havana,
from Ambassador Welles.
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REP GRAY

Habana

Dated November 15, 1953

Rect!d 1:35 p. ma
Secretary of State,

Washingtone

461, November 15, 1 Ds M.

ATRIOTE—LONFIORNT FARS

Rebel Londs in southern Oriente are lnereasing.

An encounter betwesn Tand ef revolubtioniasts and
soldiers took placs near Barcro yectorday. Four were
Icilled and fifteen wounded on botir sides. There 1s no
available information resarding movements of revolutionary
~forces in the north of Oriente beyond the report that
revolutionists are active to the south of Gibara. Tae
Consul at Santiapgo reports that the leaders of the A. T Ca
in that oity are fearful of persecutlion by the new
covernor appointed two days ago who has a long criminel
record, Many ef them hawve left the city.

. The Consul in lMatanzas reports advice that some
5,000 oppositionists in ilatanzas are armed awalting
onportunity for concertod movement. In Camapuey morc
bombs wero exploded last night. A bridge wos bombed in

atanzos.

A group
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2-#461, From Habana, Nov, 15, li.m.

A group of twenty-two revolutlionists were forced
to surrender near Clenfuepos last night., There are
rovorts of new revolutionary activitiea in the north of
8onta Clara Province but owing to severed communications
and strict censcrship no detailed information is available,

A Cuban gunboat has been despatched to the ccast of
iiorthern Orlente.
WELLES
i

CSE



DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

My dear Mr. President:

With reference to your inguiry this afternoon
regarding Sumner Welles' telegram of December 9, request-
ing the Department's opinion as to the relevancy of
Article II of the Permanent Treaty in connection with
the recent Cuban decree authorizing the issue of
$20,000,000 of new money, I beg to say that we have
cabled Welles as follows:

"In view of existing conditions do you
believe the Cuban authorities would seriously
consider suggestions made by ues at this time
advising prudence and delay? At least most
doubtful whether the plan as stated would
violate Article 2 of the permanent treaty."

Article II of the Treaty reads as follows! ﬁ

e H
"That sald government,.shall not aseume —

or contract any public debt, to pay the interest

upon which, and to make reasonable sinking fund

provigion for the ultimate discharge of which,

the ordinary revenues of the island, after defray-

ing the current expenses of goverrment shall be

inadequate."

As you will note, this Article lays an obligation

upon
The President,

The White House.



upon Cuba. It is entirely digcretionary with the United
States, in the event of a pertinent caee arising, to invoke
the Article or to refrain from invoking it.

Faithfully yours,

iy



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTOMN

February 27, 1934.

My dear Mr, President:

I received yesterday, through the
Cuban Ambassador, a letter from President
Mendieta, of Cuba, in which he asked me to
transmit to you & personal letter which he
had written you. I am consequently enclos=-
ing his letter to you, together with a trans-

lation thereof. I believe you will find it

gratifying.
Believe m \
thfully yoursys, I
\ 1]
W G .
= LJ,fL/'Lr"j
ANC. L]

The President,

The White House.



REFPUBLICA DE CUuBA
PRESIDENCIA

Le Hebana,
20 de Febrero de 1834,

X1 ouerido Seflor Preeidente:

He eldo pares mf altamente honroso re-
cibir, por el muy respetsble conducto de vueetro Henre-
sentante personsl, lr. Jefferson Qaffery, vuestras ex-
preeiva carte de feche 2 del presente mes. Una vez mds
ha eido puesta en evidencia 1a buena voluntnd del ilus-
tre Presidente de esa pgran nacién amima pare con Ouba,
Pera m{ constituye un honor altfeimo el servir de motivo
y medio para tan seflalada deferencia.

E1 pueblo y el Gobierno de Cuba, cuyos
esentimientos creo interpretar, reconocen ¥y agradecen los
vehementes deseos del pueblo y del Gobierno de los Eeta-
doe Unidoe de América y la decisive voluntad de Vuestra
Excelencia en el sentido de ayudar a este pafs a salir
de sus dificultades de toda fndole, tan amidizadae en
los dltimos tiempos y ya en el camino de las rectifica-
cionee salvadoras. Un mes lleva al frente de loe degti-
nos nacionales el Gobierno que preeido, y tanto en lo
interior como en lo exterior se observa 1a transformacidén
dichosa que conduce nuestros mfes vitales intereses & 1a
estabilidad y el mejoramiento.

Pereonalmente, me coneideroc en extremo
obligado para con Vuestre Excelencia por todas las bené-
volas atenciones de que me ha hecho objeto, a las que no
puedo corresponder sino con mis mayores deeeog por vues-
tra ventura personal y el engraendecimiento de vuestra
obra de gmobernante.

Esta oportunidad es por m{ considernda

muy feliz y propicia para reiterar a Vuestra Excelencia
1a expresién de mi consideracién rde reepetdos y cor-

dial.
Galive o by {,é,:‘

A Bu Excelencia Ur, Franklyn D. Roosevelt,
Presidente de loe Estados Unidos de América,
Washington. D.C.



TRANSLATION

Habana
February 20, 1934,
My dear Mr, President:

It was for me a very high honor to receive, through the
channel of your personal representative, the Honorsble
Jefferson Caffery, your kind letter of the second instant,
Once more, the good will of the illustrious President of your
great and friendly nation towards Cuba has been displayed.

It constitutes a very high honor for me to serve as the oc-
casion and means for so signal a courtesy.

The people and the Government of Cuba, whose sentiments
I believe I can interpret, appreciate and are grateful for
the ardent wishes of the people and the Government of the
United States of America and Your Excellency's decisive will
in the direction of aiding this country to emerge from her
difficulties of all kinds, which have been so acute of late,
and to start on the path of saving rectifications. It is now
a month sinece the Government over which I preside has been in
charge of affairs, and the fortunate transformation which is
leading our most vital interests towards stability and im-
provement in both domestic and foreign aspects is evident.

Personally, I consider myself under extreme obligations

to Your Excellency for all the kind attentions of which you

His Excellency
Mr. Frenklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of Ameriea,

Washington, D. C.



have made me the object and which I c¢can only reciprocate by
sending you my most earnest wishes for your personal welfare
and the most complete success in your task as Chief Executive.
This occasion is & very happy and propitious one to
repeat to Your Excellency the expression of my most respect-

ful and cordial consideration.
(Sgd) CARLOS MENDIETA



Habena, November 26, 1934.

My dear Mr. President:

It is extremely kind of you to take the time to
send me, and the other members of the Foreign Service
here, Christmas and New Year's greetings. I desire
to assure you of our high eppreciation of your thought-
fulness.

I, on my part, Mr. President, &s well as on the
part of the Foreign 3Service officers now stationed in
Cuba, send you our cordiasl greetings for Christmas and
-‘-‘-‘1""‘--—-.-
the New Year, and respectful good wishes for your con-
tinued heslth and happiness.

' Yours respectfully,

The President,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.
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Peoro MarTINEZ FRAGA

VA histoe s Alieipordendiosrs

Lt LEGACION DE CuBaA
e ol o e

ol it ,z.",/.,,x“o? v
GrRAN BRETANA

U.S.A. AND CUBA

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES |

Sir.~In"your very jnleresting leading |
artjele on' ™ Pan-Amenca ™ in The Times
of to-day it is stated that President |

I Hoosevelt - X

hut coptistenily refused 1o play the part of the
pollceman drmed with & big stick, and where, as
in' Cuba, for example, conditions haye ariien
which scemed 1o Invile or even 1o demand the
intervention of the United States, he has
enideavoured o secure the participation of the
other American (overnments.

May I beg Teave 1o state,

o witness duly, not to show my wit:

Diuty so great, which wit so poor as mine. . . .
| that the nbove-mentioned relerence to
| President - Roosevelt's foreign policy in
America {8 not correct because it ignores,
or forgets, the most important phase of
that policy’'s historical development 7

Tha right of the United States to inter-
vene in Cuba's affairs was established by
the Treaty of Relations of May 22, 1903,
That right was exercised once, in 1906, but
| Cuban and :United States public opinion
have been always clearly opposad to it

After the revolution of 1933 and. thunks |
to the good will prevailing between both
| countries and 1o President Roosevelt's
happy * good neighbour foreign paolicy,”
n MNew Treaty of Relations, signed on
May 29, 1934, and duly ratified on June 9
of the same year, nol only declares that
the- Treaty of Relations of 1903
shall cense 1o be In force, and is abrogated, from
the date on which the present Treaty guoes Into
ellect,
| but clurifies, in its five articles, the stalus
of +ihg United Siates coaling and naval
station (Guantanamo) in Cuba, and the
mutual sanilary obligations of both |
countries, The new trealy puts an end to
the right of intervention, and is, up to
| now, the foremost practical and historical
i| evidenca of the sincere foundations of
President Roosevelt's foreign policy.

Iam, &c,,
MARTINEZ FRAGA, Minisier,

Legacidn de Cuba, Gran Bretaia,
London, April 24,
b s A |

The Times
April 28,1936
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOM

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. EARLY:

I heard rather poerly, belng more
than 30 feet from the President.

I am not so sure of the beginning
of the next to the last paragraph, "And

on this dais I see = Young manp --",

]

.-'/_. ﬁ/
4+ Remagna

12-8-42



At the State Dinner for President Ful-

genclo Batista of Cube

December 8, 1942

THE PRESTDENT: Back in Merch, 1933, there was some talk about
our relationship with our neighbors, which I suppose includes
net only our farthest neighbors, say in the Argentine, but also
the neerest neighbor we have -~ in Cuba.

Everybody in this country et least, and T think
in other parts of the world, appreciated the idea]l -- the ideal
of the Good Neighbor. But they were words only; they had never
been fulfilled. They had never been used for the fulfillment of
the ideal; and in the summer of 1933 there were many reasons
for it. The fact remains that there was serious trouble in our
nearest neighbor; and a young man -- one of our youngest Ambass-
adors -- went down there to Havena, and came through the subse-
quent troubles in Havana with flying colors.

The main point T want to meke is thet when these
troubles occurred in Havene, an unprecedented meeting wes called
at the Executive Offices. At that meeting we had all the Ambass-
adors and Ministers of all the American Republiecs,

And I said to them, Speaking as a liberal, and
very simply, "I think the time has come to recognize the practical
exposition of the Good Neighbor Poliey. I want to take this
occasion to tell you that under a somewhat ancient treaty between

the United States and cuba we are permitted -- and in a sense



because of necessity we are compelled by that treaty, which was
better known as the Platt Amendment -- we are compelled to go
into Cuba -- a free people, and one we helped to free and set up
88 & sovereign nation -- and restore armg,"

And T saild, "Gentlemen, I am not going to do it.
I am not going to apply the Platt Amendment. T am not going to
send either the Army or the Navy to restore order in Cuba,."

Well, there was a lifting of eyebrows among a
good many of these nineteen other envoys. What is this new Presi-
dent of the United States going to do?

I said, "T am going to exerocise the Good Neighbor
Policy, because this is the first chance I have to put it into
practical effeoct. If any Americans want to leave Cuba, they will
have every opportunity. TI1f any Americane want to get out, they
can go down to the nearest port, and they will find a revenue
cutter or a patrol boat of some kind that will take them on board
and take them out. T eam not going to land a single Ameriocan
soldier or sailor on the soil of the Cubans. I think this is an
internal metter, which Cuba is fully competent to settle."

Well, that was the beginning. I think the Bible
says, "Ye shall be known by your deeds.™

And that particular act, throughout all the Ameri-
can Republics, did have an effect, because the United States proved
in a practical way that it could apply the doctrine of the Good

Neighbor.
Somebody in the paper, a few days ago, called it



by a new term -- which I think is rather good -- called it not
Just the poliecy of the Good Neighbor, but the policy of the Good
Partner. In other words, all of these Republics of ours are

not just neighbors. We are pertners in the common good -- all

of us.

We are reccgnizing more and more tha the word
"partner” meens that any country -- on either m; 7:
cannot be happy and prosperous until ell the hemisphere is happy
and prosperous; that if one nation of the twenty-one -- of the
twenty-two, if we include our neighbor Canada -- is unhappy and
full of unrest, in a serious depression which affects the lives
of all their people, that that affects the happiness and the
prosperity of all the other twenty, or twenty-cne.

And on this dais I see a young man, and I think
he had a vision. He was an army officer, and he took part in
that revolution of 1933 in a very modest way., Today the Cuban
people are very happy that he is holding the office of Chief
Magistrate of the Republic of Cuba.

And so while he is not entirely a stranger with
us -- he has been here before -- we received him as a Major General
in command of the Armies of Cuba -- we are now very happy to
have him come back to us as the President of our nearest nelghbor,

the Republic of Cuba; and T drink his health.

(President Batista replied to the
President very briefly in Spanish)
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WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D. €.

December 10th, 1942,

demorandum for Mr. Melntyre, i
White House. '

———

The State Department is insisting that the
War Productlon Board authorize the relesse of critical ma—
terials for construction of some water works and sewage
systems for cities in Cuba, as well as for a military high-
way in Cuba. The War Prodwc tion Board hes decided to turn
down the request, except as to the military highway. The
State Department has sald that it will lay the matter before
the Prosident.

These projects in Cuba will take substantial
amounts of meterials of which we mres extremely short.

At the insistence of the nrmed forces, the War
Productlon Board 1s engaged in cutting beck our domestic oro-
grem for constructiion of projects of the seme type, in order
that our output of ateel, copper and other materials, and
also our output of pumps, generators and other equipment may
be directed into production of munitions. The effectiveness
of this effort on the part of the War Production Boerd will
be impaired if projects of the type in question are carried
forward by materials furnished by us. I believe that the
decision of the War Production Board is clearly right.

. The War Department, by the way, has stopped
work of this character in connection with its Caribbesn bages,
because of shortage of materials and difficulties in ocean

b PP

Robert P. Patterson,
Under Secretary of War.
rpptlm



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
December 22, 1542.
MEMORANDUM FOR
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

F. D.R

Transmitting letter which the President
recaived from Hon. Donelc M, Nel=on, WPB,
17/21/42, e cory of which has been retained
for our files, in re repair ani improvement
oroject Tor the Centrsl Hiphway.



December 21, 1942 :

Uy dear Wr, Fresident

Heplying to your memorandum of December 1L, to
which is attached a letter of Decembar 12 to you from the
Under Secretary of State, Mr. Sumner iielles, there is no
doubt in cur minds but what the repair and improvement
project for the Central Hiziway can be grented,

However, 1t is our recommendation thet the weter-
works at Santiago, the semuge system st Santlago, and the
watervorks at JQuantanamo be deferred, ie have had to stop
all similir projects in this country because of their inter-
ference with production for war. It is true that they take
& relatively small amount of teel as such, but they do take
a great many other matarinls, particulerly in the finished
state.

It is cur further recommendation that the Cubans be
notified that we will give consideration to these rrojects
again in February or March when we cun see more clearly just
what our war program requires in manpower and materials,

Respectfully yours,
(Blkmed) D, u, we140p
Donald M. Nelson

The President
The iWhite House



DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WABHINGTON

December 12, 19042

My dear Mr. President:

I have had lengthy conversations wilth the President
of Cuba during the last days regarding the various Cuban
problems with whiech Jou are familiar, I believe that in
general it will be possible within the l1imits imposed by
war shortages to permit him to return to Habana satisfled
that the United States has done everything possible to
help Cuba in 1ts difficult situation,

President Batista on his return to Cuba will be
under the necessity of explaining to his people the in-
evitability of war sacrifices and the reasons for reduced
employment in the sugar industry, ports, and the construce
tlon industry, The opportunities we have offered underp
an agricultural diversification program will only partlally
compensate for unemployment which will result Irom the
shortage of eritical materials and of shipping, This may
well raise political and soclal problems which may male it

difficult
The Fresident,
The White House,
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difficult for him to carry out the broad military,
economlie and politieal collaboratlion which he has so
wholeheartedly extended to us, and which we need,

There are three projects which are of the greatest
importance to President Batista because of the employment
which they offer, und especially because of their politieal
implications, One of these is the repalr of' the Central
Highway in order to permlt econtinued through transporta-
tion the length of the Island, Thls project is of con-
slderable interest to our War Department and of great
economie Importance to Cuba, Also, it i1s a part of the
land-water route to Fuerto Rico and cen be carried out
with a rather small amount of iron and steel and used
construction machinery. I am informed that in due course
the War Productlion Board would probavly euthorize this
project, but I am most anxious to glve the President a
definite deecision immediately so that he can take it back
with him,

The other two rrojects are of less military signiri-
cance but are of the greatest politieal importance to the
Fresident. For many years the streets of Guantéramo and
Santiago have been open while sewerage and waterworks were
at a standstill, The health conditions in Cuanténamo

ad jacent
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adjacent to our naval stetion are, as a consequence,
deplereble while the water supply of Santiago 1s ex-
tremely bad. A few months ago Fresident Batlsta, while
visiting Santlago in his home province, committed hime
self to complete these Irdispensable Improvements during
his term, Fellure to carry out this pledge will seriously
prejudice the Presldent's position.

The three projects together totel less than 10,000
tons of iron and steel plus certain other equipment,
Mast, if not all, of the highway material can be obtalned
second~-hand or by release of material now held relatively
inactive by private contractors cr the Army, President
Batista 1s prepared to deduct the iron and steel from the
usual small allocations which we are able to make avail-
able for Cuba, In addition, he 1s prepared to have our
englineers thoroughly comb the projects, stripping them
of all unessential eritical materials so that the drain
on our materlals situation will be very small indeed,
Furthermore, he 1sa rrepared to see the rrojects at
Santlago end Guanténamo proceed slowly,

President Batista has assured me that he will in-
augurate a vigorous campaign of secrap collection, the

Proceeds
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proceeds to be turned over to the Unlted States. Cuba,
a3 you may be aware, 1s one of the greatest possible
sources of high grade ferrous and non-ferrous scrap, the
tonnages of which will run many times the amounts in-
volved in these projects, on which the heart of the
Preaident 1ls set,

The foregolng, as you see, 1s a matter of both
urgency and lmportance. If you agree with me that these
projects should be authorized, will you indicate your
approval on this letter so that I may inform the War
Production Board accordingly.

Believe me

i 6 ully yours,



THE WHITE HOUSE

Honorable Donald M. Nelson,
Chairmean,

War Production Boerd,
Washington, D. C.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Lecenber 1., 1942

MEMORARLUL FOR
HON. Duiaki BELSOW

For recomgendatlion.

¥. D. R,

Enclosure

Letter from Hon. Sumner Welles, 12/12/42,
to the Prasident, in re verious Cuban
probleas. Copy of letter retsained for our
files.
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Junuary 6, 1943

My dear Oeneral Batista:

I wish to thank you for the cabinet of
Cuban cigers which you were good enough to send
to me. I deeply appreciate your kind thought
and &n{ure you that I shall enjoy the clgars to
the fullest extent.

With kindest personal regards and best
wishes, I am

Very sincerely yours,

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVED

His Lxcellenc;u
Genersl lgencio Batista y Zaldiwar
President of the Republic of Cuba.

Chct o e se - T TE

Cotn Yetor
2
P



The Ambeeesdor of Cube presents hls compllments
to lile Eseellenoy the Secretsry of Stete, and hes the
flonor to aend, under Feparcte ocover, a box containing
& oetlmet of Cuban clgers, which the Preaident of Cube,
Genersl Fulgenclo Butlista, hes instructed me to deliver
to Pranideat Roocavolt.

The Ambassador begs %o request His Excellency
the Seoretsry of Stete ¢3 have the klodnes2 to Iorvard

this oablnet to the Prapldent.

Decembar I3, 194EF.



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

DIVISION OF PROTOCOL

January 2, 1943,

MEMORANDUM TO MISS TULLY:
——— e 2 Aloo IULLY

There 1s enclosed herewith a copy of a note from
the Cuban Ambassador at Washington transmitting for
the Presldent at the instance of the President of Cuba
a cabinet of Cuban cigars.

There 1s also enclosed herewith a draft of a brief
note of thanks which the Presldent may wish to send to
General Batista. If you will return the letter to me
when slgned, I shall be glad to have 1t forwarded to the

American Embassy at Habana for delivery.

ﬂ1§F~jﬂ

E-/i,(‘: - i A
George .T. Summerlin

Enclosures:

l. From the Cuban Ambassador,
December 29, 1942.

2. Package containing a
cablnet of Cuban cigars.

3. Draft letter.
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Hay 10, 19043,
CONFIDENTIAL ,,
MENMORANDUM! FOR

HON, SUMNER VWELLES: »2/9

Please read and return for
my files,
F,D.R,

Transmitting memorandum in re Cuneo Harrison,
Feruvian Minister to Cuba.

——

x)59



Respectiully forwarded to the President:

w W
dJ @iV @ 10 @

(re Cuneo Herrison, Peruvian Minister to Cubw, now en
route to Cuba following visit to U.S. Is vro-Nazi and has
been Lold he will be Peruvian Ambassucor to Germany after
Germany wins the wur)



NAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

BY SPECIAL MESSENCER

lajor Ceneral Edwln ll, Watson
Secretary to the President
The “Thite House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Ceneral Watson:

As of possible interest to the President and you, there
is forwarded herewith a memorandum setting out information obtained
from a rellable and confidential scurce concerning Cuneo Harrison,

i

Peruvian linister to Cuba. X

x287

Previcus information contained in the files of this Bureau
concerns various reports alleging that Cuneo Harrison is engaged in
pro-Axis activity. In particular, it has been reported that the former
German Minister in Havana, Cuba, Steven Tauschnitz, advised Harrison
Lthat he would be made Peruvian Ambassador ito Cermany after fermany
had won the present war. It was further reported that Harrison has
voiced his admiration for the Cermans and lias expressed his confidence
in the ability of Germany to win the present war,

With assurances of my highest respect,
Sincerely yours,
210K

Enclosure



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

Nay 11, 1943

My dear Mr. President:

Thank you for letting me read the memorandum
regarding the Peruvian Minister in Cuba which you
sent to me with your memorandum of May 10,

In accordance with your request, I am return-
ing this document herewith for your files.

Ambassador Braden 1s informing us almost daelly
with regard to this case. Unfortunately, the Cuban
Government itself appears to be bringing pressure
upon the Cuban Congress to prevent Congressional
action directed against the Peruvian Minister,

Believe me

Enc.

The President,
The White House.
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MEVORANDUM

Re: Cuneo Harrison
Peruvian Minister to Cuba

Cuneo Harrison, Peruvian linister to Cuba, is presently
reported en route to Havana, Cuba, following a visit to the United
States.

On April 19, 1943 Dr. Eduardo Chibas, leader of the Cuban
Revolutionary Party in the Lower House of Congress of the Cuban Governe
ment, presented before the Cuban Congress a motion that Harrison be
declared persona non grata because of alleped pro-Axis activities on
the part of Harrison. Chibas declared before the Cuban Congress that
Harrison is not defending the interests of his country, but, on the
other hand, is defending the interests of totalitarian DOWers.

Chibas further charped that Harrison is utilizing his diplomatic
immunity as a cover for Fifth Column activity. Chibas declared that
Harrison was very friendly with Steven Tauschnitg, Cerman Charge
d'Affairs at Panama durin; Harrison's stay there as Minister from
1937 to 1939 and it was pointed out that both of these individuals
came to Cuba at about the same time in 1940. Chibas also alleped
that Harrison has been friendly with the Italian inister to Cuba
and the Japanese Charge d'Affairs in Cuba prior to the Japanese bomb-
ing of Pearl Harbor. It was also pointed out that Harrison was an
associate of Dr. Hornung, a friend of Heing August Luning, who was
recently executed in Cuba as a ferman espionage agent.

Chibas stated that Harrison now maintains friendship with
Argentine and Spanish diplomatic representatives in Cuba,

In his notion presented to the Cuban Congress, Chibas asked
that the Ministers of State, Treasury, and Interior arnear bafore the
Cuban Congress to answer the charpes placed by Chibas concerning
Harrison.

It 1s further reported that this action by Chibas has thrown
the various diplomatic corps in Cuba into a furor and the ocutcome of
Chibas' action is ardiously awaited in those circles.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

March 3, 1944

HEMORANDUM FOR MR, ROMAGHA

With reference to the President's requeet for
cocles of remarks of visiting Heade of State made
Upon the cecaslon of the dinnere at the White House,
I 2nelose herewith the remarks of President Batieta
of Cuba made in responee to the President's Toast at

the dinner cn December 8, 1942,

Stanley Jléﬂ?nrd

i

Enclosure: ;X

Remarks of President Batlsta,
December 8, 1942,




EMBAJADA DE CUBA
WASHINGTOMN D .C

Remarks of the President of the Republic of Cuba,
Major Gemeral Fulgencio Batista y Zaldivar, in
reply to the Toast of the President of the Tnited
States of America, Mr. Franklin D. Roosevelt, at
the 0ffiocial Dinner given on Decambar 8, 1942,

in honor of the Cuban Chief of State.

Mr. President:

Although I am not a stranger to your shorss and to you,
a8 your expressive words have well stated tonight, on this
ccoasion I have the high honor of visiting you as President
ef my country. Those deeply tragie days of the year 1933,
the memory of which has hardly receded by the passage of
tims, had hours of profound preoccoupation for us and of
grave dangers for my country,

I was then an humble sergeant of the Cuban Army and
God willed to place me at the head of that movement of re-
vindication which has been, and continues as such, standing
for a generating cycle of new forms in the domestic and
forelgn poliey of Cuba. Over our destinies there was hang-
ing the power of intervention of the Government of the United
States of America in the personal affairs of the Government
of the Island, provided for by the so-called Platt Amendment,
inserted into the text of the Constitution of 1901, but whiech,
fortunately, has been eliminated by your clear vision and
the constant conduct of the Cuban people, deeming them worthy
of thelr right to free determination. Tt pleased the Fates
that there should occupy the Presidency of this great nation
in that epech a statesman of your virtues, who knew the value
ef taking advantage of an opportunity and make effective his
intimate convictions of human decorum and politiecal dignity,

in
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in place of the mistaken soruples and fears of innova-
tion which surround reformers,

The Cuban people have amlways been very jJealous of
their sovereignty, Mr. President, but at the same time
very grateful for the services which have been, or may be
rendered them. We do not forget that our independence
and liberty were attained with the valiant and decisive
participation of the citizens and government of the land
of Washington, Jefferson, Lincoln, and of others of such
rank, who, like yoursself, have contributed to the glorious
traditions of this Nation, the soldiers of which mingled
their own blood with our own, and as our own, gave their
lives, being led, among others, by a FRocsevalt, for which
my country bears eternal gratituda,

Now, Mr. President, not just one country, but many,
are in a worse situation than was Cuba before the famous
"Joint Resclution” and the United States has responded
with that valor whiech is now characteristie im her history
as a lover of liberty and of democracy.

Because between Cuba and the United States thers
should net reappear the jealcusies of the kind which made
ber dubious, on different occasions, of mutual good falth;
because we are pleased to observe the Good neighbor Policy
carried on by your Government; because it evidences the
respect which the Uovernment of the United States holds
towards our own and the sovereign rights of all peoples,

I have not hesitated to declare, publicly, that we Cubans

cone ider
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oconsider as the indisputable leader of our times the
Presldent of the United States, by whose forcefulness,
talent and valor, we, who desire the triumph of Demcoracy
over the arms and deeds that are designed to villify
with vlolence and brutality the human conscience, are

gulded, I toast, Mr. President, your health and success,
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Palabras con que el ﬁaﬂur Presidente de la Repiiblica de
Cuba, Mayor Gensral ulgencio Batista y Zaldivar, contes-
th al brindis del sefior Fresidente de los Estados Unidos
de Norte América, Mr, Franklin D, Roosevelt, son motivo
de la comida oficial celebrada el dis 8 de diciembre de
1942, en honor del Jefe del Estado Cubano,

Sefior Fresidente:

Aunque no extrafio pare el pueblo de los Estados Unidos
¥ para usted, como bien han mclarade sus expresivas palabras de
@sta noche, tengo esta vez el alto henor de visitarle como Presi-
dente de mi pafs. Aquelles dias mds que tragicos del aflo 1933,
apenas debilitados por el tiempo en el recuerde, sncerraron horas
de profunda preccupacién pare nosotros y de peligrosos riesgos
para mi Patria. Yo era un medesto Sargento del Ejéreito cubano
entonces y quiso Dios ponerme a la cabeza de agquel movimiento rei-
vindicador que viene representande, sin en estos dims, un eicls
generador de nuevas formas en la politice interna y exterior de
Cuba. Sobre nuestros destinos pendla la facultad de intervencién
del Goblernc de los Estados Unidos de Améirica en los msuntos pro-
plos del Coblerne de la Isla, gue emparaba la llamada Enmienda
Flatt, insertada en el texto de la Constitucién de 1901, desapa-
recida afortunsdamente aquella por vuestre esclarecida visién y
la constante conducta del pueblo cubano, mcreedor a 8u deracho
de libre determinacidn. Plugo a la historia que ocupara la Pra-
sidencia de esta gren naciém, en aguella época, un estadista de
vuestras virtudes, que supo apreciar el valor de la oportunidad
¥ sobreponer el de las {intimes convicelones del decore humano ¥
la dignidad politica, a los eseripulos equivocados y & las timi-
deces innovadoras que se provocan en terno de los reformadores.
El pueble cubeno ha sido sismpre muy celoso de su sobersnia, se-
fior Presidente, pero muy agradecido también por los servicios

que 8@ le hayan prestado o se le presten. No olvidamos que nues-
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tra independencia y libertad fueron alcanzadas con el valioso ¥
decisivo conocurso de la ciudadania y del gobiernc de la patria

de Washington, de Jefferson, de Lincoln y de otros de tal calidad,
que come usted, han contribuldo a las gloriosas tradiciones de
esta Nacidn, cuyos soldados confundieron, con los nuestros, su
propie sangre y dieron, como los nuestros, sus proplas vidas,
mandados, entre otros, por un Roosevelt, sl que se guarda impe-
recedera gratitud en mi patria.

Ahora, sefior Presidente, no un pueblo, sino muchos, estan
en peor situscién gque lo estuvo Cuba antes de la famosa "Joint
Resolution™ y los Estados Unidos hen respondido con ese wvalor
que le es ya caracteristico en su historis de amentes de la 1i-
bertad ¥ de la Democracia.

Porque entre Cuba y los Estados Unidos no reaparezcan los
recelos del tipo de aguellos gue le hicleron dudar, en diferentes
ocasiones, de la buena fe reciproca; porque se complace en reco-
nocer la politica de buena vecindad gue vuestro Gobierno practica;
porque sabe del respeto que el Goblerno de los Estadoa Unidoa
tiene para el nuestro ¥ pars los sentimientos sgberancs de todos
los pueblos, yo no he tenido rubor en declarar, piblicamente, gue
los cubanos consideramos como lider indiscutible de esta hora, al
actual Fresidente de los Estedos Unidos, por cuyoc dinamisme, ta-
lente ¥y valor, nos orientamcs los gue gueremos el triunfo de la
Democracis scbre las ermas y escciones que intentan envilecer, con
la vioclencia y la brutalidad, la conciencia humana. Yo brinde,

sefior Presidente, por wvuestra salud y por vuestros éxitoas.
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/ HORANDUM REGARDING VIS
cSIDENT-ELECT GHAU OF CUB
o - Dr, Ramdn Greu San Martin,
& man o peresonal integrity, whoee provieionsl preei-

dency only lasted four months due to its not being

recognized by this Government in 1933, was overwhelmingly
elected Preslident of Cuba in June, despite a large amount

of fraud by the Batista Government. Hies adminietration,

which 1e to start on October 10, hae rather dismal pros-
peote, owing: (1) to hie vacillating character and lack

of a practical program, and (2) to Presldent Batieta, the
predominating influence in the Cuban Army and political

scene, who is already trying to diecredit him. Dr. Grau

shows a ready dlspoeition to cooperate with the United States.

- In current negotiatione for the sale of its 154E
and 1946 sugar orops to this Government, Cuba 1is preseing
etrongly for an increase over the present price of £.85
cente per pound, although an increase would ralse the
celling price here and provide greatly inoreassed infla-
tionary preeesure in Cuba. Dr. Grau has indicated any
increase in price would go to labor, which received a
booet in wagee earlier thiles year.

égilgiggg = If Cuba eeeks assietance in fighting its
ea geerious inflation, United S5tates is, of course,

prepared to accord all poassible technical aid. In addi-
tlon, thie Government is ready toc discuse price stabili-
zatlon measures covering several baele foodetuffe ae a
part of the sugser agreement, provided Cuba ig able to give
ageurancee of adequate price control,

v iﬁm -~ It ig hoped that Cuba will shortly liquidate
+] m

8 of United States interests, which it acknowledges,
covering several unpald current acoounte and alsc clalms
baged on Cuban court declelons. Furthermore, it would be
highly deelrable to establish a claime commiesion to dlg-
poese of disputed claims.

aty of Frien i Commerce and Navigation - A treaty
of thie nature woul most beneficial toc the two coun-
triee, placing baslc economic relations on a more permanent
basle. As in other countries, forelgnere in Cuba are feced
with a growing nationalistic tendency.

ric elopment - The $25,000,000 Export-Import
oredit, ready made avallable to Cuba, provides means

for aesleting Dr. Grau in carrying out certain of hie pro-
grams such as the bullding of feeder, farm roads and irri-
gatlon projecte. In addition, this Government's experts
are rand; to aselist in agricultural development, 1f needed.
Dr, Grau'e interest in diversifying Cuban agriculture has
been ghared for many years by this Government; indeed, a
current purchase program covers Cuba's surplue production
of corn, beans, and peanuts.

%mﬂung_ﬂur_mmmx - _Pending between the two
vernmente le a treaty which the Batieta administration
agrees to carry through to the point of signing but which
ghould be signed by Dr. Grau's Minister of State, thus
insuring its support by all parties in Congress. It pro-
vldes for supplying 1856 liters per second of water, whioh
la deemed sufflolent for Naval Base needs and is eesential
to 1te puccessful operation.

RECRADTD UNCLACSIFIED
Auguet 30, 1544,
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RESTRICTID FROM
Habana

Dated November 8, 194l
Hec'd Hovember 10, Gp.n.

Secretary of State
Hashington, L. C,

M=2,98, November 8, 1130 p,m.

President GRAU this morning sent his Chief Militaery
Aide and one cf his Asalstants to convey to me his "personal
and most sincere congratulations" on Lhs re-election of Pres-
ident ROOSEVILT, a victory which he sald pave him just s
profound satisfaction as he knew 1t did ie (sic.)

I, of course, requested the Alde Lo express my deep
thanks to the President for his message, observing that the
porsonal acqualantanceshlp between the two Chlefs of State
insured the conbtinuance of friendship bebween our two Govern-
mants and Natlons,

SBidsciph BRADIN
200
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AIRGRAL

FROX Anonrican Embasasy

Hnbena

Dated Novembor ﬂ%: 1944
Roe'd Novembor 15, S5p.m.

UBRESTRICTED

Sacretery of Stato,
Washington

A-2534, Hovombor 14, 8:35 a.n.

The reo~cloction of Prosident Roosevelt has boen
received throughout all soctors of Cuban official and
privaete 1life with tho highest aceclalm. All shade of
editorial opinion, reactionary, ocomsorvative, liberal
ant. communist, have unanlmously paid tribute to the
Proaidont irn recognition of hie groaot democratic ac-
complishmonts and in wishing him vell for the future.
1 have been loodod with congratulatory messapes.

BRADEN

HE!/ms
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