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O"ICit 01" 
TH!: SECRETARY 0" STAT!: 

WASHfNOTOH 

September 3, 1938. 

Ly dea r Ur . Preslden~: 

• u. -..r t , t 

I thlnk you msy he interested l n 

read1 n~t t he at taehed Alde L~emo lre handed 

me thle cornln~ by the Rrltl•h AmhaAsa~or 

~otcmerltlnl':" d~veloomenta ln Lord Rurtelman ' s 

mlss l on ln Prahs t o jpte . 

F'al th rully yours, 

Enclosure: 
AP s tated c.hove 

':'he President, 

The Wh1 te Houre. 



• 

• 
AID lbliOIItu. 

li1a .a joot~ ' t J.abu t ador baa reco1ncl 

loalr ucU oa t o oo_, l eo t o the tollowtn 1nto,...tlon 

t ? t .e .eeretu t toto : -

Lord Runota.n• • a1 aa1on to i ra :ue to act 

• • 1nvoet1~ator or c o l ator be tween t he Caeobo• lo•ak 

provont o doacllook orloln ln tlo oeoot14t lont botwoon 

tho two partloa, aa ao-~ probable ot the end ot Jul 

and t o aug. eat DI&De tor br1n 11n., tbem to euccee 

?he contt1 tut1oaal quaot lon , vi&., prov1a1on 

or aoaa dosroo ot bo• o rulo tor t ho SUde ten oraa: a 

wi thin tho Czocboolovak Rapubllc 11 the 1~od1ato 1oouo 

oontront1ng Lo rd ftunclaan. Attor hie orrlval in 

Proauo hla til'llt taal< ,.., to otu•l: the au, ·ut1ont 

prottoaed trr tho t wo e1de t . t beea::~e clear. however, 

a t a aeetln between t bl Catch end ~udeten repr~ee tattY~• 

n Au u at 17th tbat thoro •ao too wl~o a ult botwaon 

t 1 re •pec t1ve propoeala to ,~rslt ot c ontlnuoue 

no ,otla tlono on tblo ba ala . Lord Ru, c1aan pr.vontod tho 

Sucloton part 1 troo ol oaln , t ho door on turtbor 

no otiatlono a nd ••• oona16orlnr o now baoia tor tho1r 

roau""t1on when he loarnt on Au at 2lot that now 

&niS .uc~ .ore &eneroua propoaala • "r be1 D"' ut to'!" a.rd 

b7 11. Denoa or which t1a ""'"t hrortant t oa turoa woro: -

1. Creation ot looal autonowoue d1atr1c ta 

in tho ::.Ucloten arou . 

2 . An oxchaoa o ot Oormon tor C•ocboalovalt 

otticiol o. 
3. n t bdrowal/ 



~ --
3 . L hdrawal of Cseohoalovak •ol 1ee 

rz-o,. the el'aRn d h trict . 

r. Aehton~ wmtlcl n returnoJ t o J,ondon on ~u uet 25t h 

a nd N jorted tbat tlo "Udeten let.~c!ora r o IU'doo.l thou 

propoenle an a su1tc~le baa1a tor no ot1nt \ona . 

~1eeuar' one hnd alrond t&k eJ> place botwnen W. ""lanea 

and !Jr, !loiu '" i t l! o ~ lO<I<l l ender" oa ~u uat :!4th 

and ~n Au -uat 25th at wh1ol tho aLOOol)her e von ood, 

altbou h 't v11.o a DOWhot J1otUl•" d IJ the .a.uo <>11 

AU uat 2Jt h ot a "\J<loton I•Grt;r r.Jaui.feeto 11.Utbo1"1e1n 

'l&rt ·• tollo r.: to .:e:end thm:aolvo~e 1! att d:e<J . 

Iu vie• c.f • he olooo a pproach t o tile •;ad 

C··n r eBa o?entn at lfurem~rc on Repteabe r 5th nt vll1eh 

aomo de!1n1to pronouncement on tho ~tdeten problen 

101 ht be ·~eta< fro- .terr .:tt· or , ...cr d ounelman haa 

e .. phaelaetl t o ' . l.lenea tho ur one , of ro01eh1n an early 

a: roemeo t l n uell " !ora that lt could bo r ublhhod 

botor a t.,., lfiit•ombor ooet1n • • . ~Anea 1ncll.eoted that 

t he ne o t 1et1ona wero proeoedin aatlatac t orily and 

bopod t hat public~t·on o1;ht bo po nalble saon atter 

hie na"=t moetin wlth Dr · Kundt on Au uat 30th. Fro~:~ 

co m eraatl on a o n AUOJst 29th witn !'udot en l eadore orbo 

had beon in oontacot wtt ~ ·•orr 'liGtn• U bocane clear, 

however, toot the d td not re ard • ~•n••' propoeala 

aa aclequate, &nd that !'err !l1 tler hecl 1nd1eatod that 

t he :::Ucleten (luoat1on l!llls t bo uolYed on the bode ot 

Herr Renle ln' e e1 ht Carlaba<l po1ota ot 111e t April 

which/ 



llonao1 otter ot AU -uot Zlot. 

On .t.u ;uot 29th l.o"" lluna1man reootvod t ro111 

• "'" • 11 wr1tton mel>Orandll:ll pUMOrtio t o o~Ut:r 

tl,. C1100b propooalo . Thb >OOUI!!Aint ln Lord l\uno1.C!An 1 o 

op1n1oo •rked o r etreat trom practical •Ill> .. t lono 

to aca<IICio ~1no1ple o and appeared t o juat1ty nudoton 

eooptlolom. t• r oared tbot publ 1cat1oo ot the Caoo b 

~ pooalo in tb1a tor12 m1~t do more haN tboo ooo . 

,: •. ot1at lone l!IOanwblle are p-ocoedln._ and it 1a to 

bo !¥>pod that Donoo' r ecent proro oalo ay otlll be 

r.ado to oorva • • an • >rood baolo tor detallo ~ no ott at·ono 

be tnoan tbo Czocboal ovak and :"iude ten l e adera in the 

~ •ua up , a oonaido~abla advance to•arde 

a ree...,nt would a ppear t o hne b .. n ado r e oontl)' ln 

roue l argely ow1n t o ord 'unc1oftn' o e t torto . Tho 

p~o••nt e1 tuct1on, however , l ves ceuae t or aerloua 

anxiet y olnco it la ov1dont tbat t he •or:nan •ovol'nwnt , 

wllllo l'eady to -tva Lord Runcl.J:Ien1 1 mioalon a chanoo, 

aro DOt pro~ to atand aaido a nd wait aueb l on,·or 

tor preoont OodPtiatlone to produc e a ootlotoctor y 

r ooult. ;orly 1n Au "Uat 1ntort>atton """ Neei'fecl 1,-

tllo ·•ajoat :y' o ' overtGOat ot ritenaivo l'llilltary prop..raUono 

lo ~crman1, 1oclud1o& tt~ ca llln3 up of roaervlete, tho 

foraatlon ot r aoorvo ~lvleiono, oxtone1oo ot eorvlce ot 

aec ond .,oar roor~•1ta throughout Cotober. coneortption 

Of labour tor ODQ9lat~on ot •arnon f l't1f1cat lonl In 
t ho ea t , and neuo,~oa e~owor1n~ t o m1l1t~r1 

autborl tiao to o neor1pt clvlllan ao~o and aarvlcao. 

?beeo mruaur oa &COUnt to 1 crt1 ~ 1 ~b1liaat1oo and 



lndloato t hat t he o.....n ovol'n:~ent al'& dotor.1no d 

t 1'lncl a aottlom nt o! tho Caoohodova~ ~utlon 

t hl a a ut asn , tt 1.eceua1U' b !Ol'}O. ''h MAJ oet :t' • 

o "~r no. t havo , mreo••r, recalved t1UMrou• o ther 

1n41cat1ona rr- a varloua aoureoe to thia &rtect. ·Dl' 

la 1t cert:a1r W L ther the er.n ovot•nawt 1 o roal 

obJoot1v o i a t o aeouro t~ t bo S•.1Je te ne a dequate r1 llta 

ot aolr- r.ovorn::lOr.t • l thin Czooboelovak1a or wlletller 

t ho r oro a lmi n nt no t h1n l uaa t ban t he ~r ak- up or 

CeacbOal ovald.a na a n I nda;>Ondont a t a te. 

1b~ao a nxlotloo torao~ t ho back r ound to t he 

~banoollor or tho ~choquor 1 s ·~o ooh at Lanark on 

A uot 27th, cno it lo t oea ao or th~ that 1a 

aJea t . 1 a o~~l' co t oo1de:l t > repe a t o.>Co eoro the 

wa.r;, 1 1v o b. 

'"""1 e 1a s.Jo:-t;, 

tlu • r o .J.ro1nter on •aroh 24th. 

or it •••~3 corta1 tha t err ltlar 

"'l' 'lll • t a ·u'< ab Jt <;&ooboolovnlda • tho .Ul'a t:tler 

c " 7 on tl<ttwoo a.>~o-.bl>l' J t b " .d 1evto::tb01• 12th, a (I 

l a ilinc 111:1 outmt•• l u 1<1 v 1s1 ~ a sl ill of pro'JI'oaa bofol'e 

t'"1e Col'l.j t'o.ao to jQ :1 .1 obll oJ t., cako •n UT•ple •sant 

>ron "maoco:>t , oas\bl,. ··ac'<G J u~ IT; 1111 appoal to fcl'<:o , 

baBOd on thl> rl ht r.! ol!-ue·;or.:llnat~ou arxS perhep a 

~ •r:nll<l1n; a ~lob1ao1t.. o W.;;ht , .o;rwe•• , bo reatrdnod 

tr':C -:on:&l t tin · .,. '"o l t t' n .:1 e~oll o .. trOQo actLon U 

a ro e:le!'lt coul d •c •c-.roJ ua twoo.1 the Czoohoslovak 

'>ovor .. .,.n t a na t b.. uJ• tau or ur.s .. lthout :Urtbtr "ola .. 

u to tllo ba a h tor a oo>:::;>rohon&1va aattleCIIlnt . !rol';r 

S'tort 1e b<tl:>., """ L •• or~ .. \Ulck.an w1tb t bo oup,ort ot 

la 1 aJe at ' a ov r eont t o oetabl1~l aucb a bna1e . 

!lis/ 



'lh ' ajaat ' o ovtrn~:Mnt oro anx1ouo t o 
ecqualnt tilt nlte~ to tea o ,...,_ t of tiM tal' ..,, n 
beOIU .. ot ll• 101'1 Ul 1!110101 W:'llab the J>l'IIOnt 

ol b•atlon l'llr•••·l• for the ··~· or the worl~. 

~ • aeeord1n 17 doo1ro t)lat ~~ •nl to J tatoo 
over •nt et:o:ul~ t a aware o f the etror~a w .J.cb 

.lo •J••t 'a O'farnnont oro llll<ln ln ot-d t' too 
t'eatraln tl.'IMD:J tr1>11 arro nt a nd torooibla aetlon, 
a ncl at tbe ..... tS.... t o lncluoe tlle c .. clloalonlt 
Oovornt>Ont to llllko w lthout f'luotbor dolaJ Ol' evulon 
the t..-- l'oaobln o un~oo lon1 _.,leb are t»coo 11'7 

U an a;:reocl aot tl-nt 1o t be ro.ched betw~en 
the c .. ocboolov.U . .,.,._t alliS the "Udetooo. 

Blll'l'l12 BA. 

3l!Il• T "• l), Q , , 

~talibel' :!t-4 19$1. 
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!.:y deer L!r . Pre~ ident : 

•• ,. r :Sr. 

THE 5ECRETAAV Of STATE 

W AS H I NGTON 

September '1, 1938 

I h6~ten to ernd you herewith the text of 

a further confldent tal Ai de t~emoire lef t hy the 

Br1t1Fh Embar~y ptv1n~ core 1nfo~mat 1on re~Br~ -

1np, the nre~sure belng exerted by the Britl~h 

on the C1eoh~ 1n the matter of meeti ng the 

Sudeten deoands . 

Paithfully yours, 

rncloe-ure: 

Ai de M~colre . 

The Pr'esident , 

The White House . 



A 1 D I' ~ • II 0 I H l<. 

l . (1 11 U•Joat:t •• l.l:lb•••••lo t• 1• 1rlatruote4 

~o oo~1o.te t ho tollo~no rurther •~•rt or 

dovelopcen ta 1D the C&ooho-~lovak quet t ton fo r the 

ton/1dent1ol 1n tONa to1on Ot th• 3eOrtl tOt"Y ot ..;t~t o 

and i n conti nuat ion or t~ Ai de M~o1ro or Sopt~ber 

31'4. 

2 . fr"Oa eoJWt rlat. lor-. wi t h che ~\u.\ot.cn l eader • 

who ba4 v111to4 herr ~ 1~lor. t he ~unctman a 1aa1on 

l oarnt on A.u.suat 28t b t l-.at h itle r .-oul d we.l c.o:ae a 

v1o1t t l'O::I " onloin i t t he l at te r ooul~ oho t!ult 

Lord RWlcblan 1l'lton&d t o hOl p b ill to t 1o. a ool uUon 

on th• ~••1• ot t he Carl•bad 1)01rt ta . l!ct"Dltln h1l:l.sol t 

on tbt •~• 4aY exvre•••~ to t ho U1aa 1on t ho r opa 

t.h.At tt11 Vaj o.Jty • ~t Gov e l"''!te.nt. would r oaoa:. e.n~ to 

t he C~echDt lov~k Oovero=ant tho l~o~t.lon of Lhf 

Carl a bad poin t • •• It baai• t or o a c t t l Q!Ilent • 

.3 . .tb1le un•1ll i_n 1 t o opon1 or 101 pa rt. 1eula.t' 

•cbono Hl o UoJ oat,- •a aovtu·n~ent cons 1.der< d lt 

i:l;>ortant. tha ~ llcrr 1 1t.le r a bov.l d bo udo •••rc 

bororfl tl\• liUre;tt,ber o Co:\gro• • o r t br. pro£r eta 

N44e ~Y Lor d Runct:an ' • =1aa1on .n~ or ~ 1~ anY1•t1 

t o ( 1bd • eott l om•ot •t tho .. r lloet poaa l ble 

=ooo.nt . l th t hol r cono.u.rN.noe Lo rd hWloi.Ju.n on 

AU&\Ui t ~let a.uthorla•rt 1io1'"1'" H•nl•ln t.o de).1ver a 

cc••"¥• I 



• •••-.• t.o Uerr I lt.ler t.o t be et ~eot tt.at. t he objeet 
or ~ 11 a l ea1on ••• to ae ela t both part l e• t o r eaoh a 
ae t t l .. t nt on ~h• be•l• both o r carlaba4 a n4 o t t~e 

n .. pro ;M)eala of t.11o ~aeoboalov aj( Go••rn""Sin\. . J.err 

Uonl•ln ••• to explalA &.hat. t he/ ••r. relvc\.• At to 
pi"'MUJ'IOO Upon tha ll.t r 1t.l Of I.DJ part. l e\ll ar propo1111 • 

bOt h hla la j aa:, • s Oova~e:nt. and t.ord uncl.:&r: a zoe 
bo••• • r varJ &DA1ou• ~hat • aattl~an\. s~oul d tt roucd 
at t he oarl1eat poa al ble mo~~•nt . l .o r d unc r.e.n ••• 
aak1f\l •••'7 et"ort to t h1a ''-'~ an S • o pe l\ tl'tlt .• err 
U1tlor woulc.t ttl•t apf)rova.l •n1 eup ort. t.o • oont1r.u•nce 
ot t~ ne•ot1at 1ona . 

4 . Uenl a 1n del1vor 3d t h \1 •••••c• oo ·IPtl-tb~r 
l at to err Hlt.l er wlt~ Wh03 h~ h.~ • ~r~er 

oonveY"aa t. 1on tttt• next. day . Aoeor<'ln6 t.o t.bo a ocowat 
• l ••n on ept•~ber 'tt b7 Ml nle l n ~ a . .. ber or 
Lord 1\Wlol.Moo ' • a l 1a1or1 lte r r t. 1t.l •r h• d ~tccept rd 

tte.nl aln '• co:ren~atlon or au .. a s l oo ' • .or • ·o~ J 

U1 ~hr whu h 1a pol1o7 •• l. onl o1n h•d fi ru • old 
t hat be wanted no war . 1~~ L~ La • 1tler ~.~ •£rtc4 . 
Uenleto thell a a l rt t hAt. t htr t wero two oo11cl oo tor 
hJ.c : (a ) au.t.oncar wl tl.1n Caechoalo\'LC. t ate; (b a 
pl eb1ac1~a . which •&at. ua1t 1caL1on w1t the ol ch . 
ln either caae ho w1•hed to ob\.a1n. l'!1a r e•uJ t.• 1.n a 

»••~•tul war &n4 to thJa norr 1tl o r haA • • ••nted . 
Uenle l n aold h• proterro~ ;>ol1oJ (a ) end hope• to 
obtl a l n t- 11 "aulta therabJ but l a 'lr r hltle.r had 

expr••••<2 •oa• ao•pt1o1a'!l . Jienltrln ••• 1n 1 o~eortul 

-·41 



-oc1 att ar h h 1111 1 ~ lUI ...... , aonv1ncl'tl o t l'orr 1 ttlor ' • 
pac1t 1o 1ntan: 1one , ~• aa l t ha' orr ' ltler ~d ' 1xac1 

no 4a~e b7 •~ le reaulta ~uat co ~~l oatt tu~ • 
h111 .. l t ttoouo~t ~ t ho l a t on c1ata oy lfhio on ..,. ... ,.,, nt 
aboull be ra•c'•d ••~ t he en~ or apt.-~r . 

6 , ln tho eannt1 o r . i a• t on ~ In a • urnca 
on ~aptoabar J r d anJ r~lnd d h l ln thr n•~• or Ia 

VaJelt] ~ •ova~on• 0 ~at D l~~~ b< t I t at e Of 
-. coohoslo11Altia 1.n t ho n• ent o ' I oatllltlta , l• o 

- pha alot>i trat it •• \'ltu to;- 1.;2oeho•lo• a.1e t o 

ot te r 111 e d1 atolJ an 1:t out rtaorvatlcn t~oac 

conousa1ona without ~1ch ~udotcn quoot lcn could 

not ho ~oaeetul 1 aolve~ . r.1a ~•Jeat ' • Oo~arn nt 
oora r.ot i n a poc1t1on to ••r hf't'".•r m yU:1. n luo 

~ll t han t bw C~rlaba~ p~ara= o ould now aur l eo 

but • non • • • or ar -.uat claar17 . .h oJntJ •• 

Oo11ez~~ nt t olt, not roc~do rroa h1a p~pcaola 
a-.oe_r l s•<l i n para;oraph J ot the co:z:or .nODI or 

:laj)tOCI~r .)I'd . li.r , l•o•tO:'I ad.tod •• h h on 

1ntaJ•,>rotA t t on or th1e 11auaaa t h&t thll CJ:oel':o­

elo••~ Oo••~~ant ahOul~ ~o to rtho1tt and 

unr .. coMad.lT to limH or conocu1on and ad·~ee 

t h"t th1a l1aH ehoul ' not tdl ehort o r tho 

Carllbed po1nto 1t eot : .aont oOUl r.o ~ ~· 

obt 1nod otho r «1eo . ». deno• obee rwccS that no 
ona coul d tell hil:a or.eetly Yhat th~ Carlabad 

p~vu:oo m.e~n t . I t concrete l' lllsu.~,,. Yare 

pro~oaecS ~n coul d probably aoeop~ th01 but he 

••• •••r•• to al~U.. a blat'< oheque. 
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My dear Mr. President: 

' 
' f. ,_t. 'I • /. t 

)'- 1 • 

THE: SECRETARY OF' STATE 

WASH I NGTON 

Sept ember 30 , 1938 . 

The Czechoslovak Legation sent down t o 

the Depart ment las t ni ght the f oll owing 

communication, the text o r whi ch has elsewhere 

been made public . As drafted it would not seem 

to call ror a reply and refers anyway t o an 

inter medi ate Briti sh plan submitted t o t he 

Czechs the day bef ore t he Munich Conference 

rather than t o t he Muni ch Plan itself. 

Fa ithfully yours, 

Enclosure: 
As stated above. 

The President, 

The White House . 



. . ' 

Tbe Ozeohcelovak Wlniater preaents hie compliments 

to Ria Excellency, the Honorable Seoret&ry of State, 

and upon inatructions from his Government baa t he boner 

to convey tbe fol lowing oommun1oat1on. 

•Prior to tbe Munich conference of the tour 

powere, the Ozechoal ovak Government &greed to fUrther 

conoeaaiona. Ozechoalovakia &greed to cede to Germany 

the terr itory inhabited by more than 50 percent German 

population and Ozecboalovaki a demanded tor itealf only 

such borderline && wi l l enable the new Czechoslovak State 

to exist and defend itself. It cannot, however, in &d­

dition &gree to a plebiscite in the regions with a Czech 

majority or populated enti rely by Czechs aa Hitler de­

manded tor purely military reasons. 

The Czechoslovak Government agrees to observe 

the period indicated tor a final settlement; all aspects 

are to be s ettled by December 15, but a solution is 

possible even by October 31st. It agrees to the cont rol 

o f an international commission of the British legion end 

the gradual occupat ion by British troopo before oesaion 

to Ger many. I t abides by the decision demanding demo­

bilization, the recall of troops , the revision of its 

t reaty system, but in the interests of its own de fense 

and the protection of t he o~eoh and German democratic 

population and the Jews in the t erri tory that is ceded, 

it cannot evacuate , demobilize, or abandon fortifica­

tions before the borderline ia determined, and there 

is guaranteed the exchange of populations and the 

assurance of a new system of international guarantees. 

It 



ll w1ahea, however , to expedite the nogotiationa, and 

under no otroumetanooa dooa i t wiah to delay tho final 

oolut\on t o which it reaolved, upon tho emphat ic advice 

of &ngland and Franco and t he many tolagraph1o appeBla 

ot oh1ofa of States beaded by Yr . Roosevel t. &levat1ng 

the intereote of the o1v\l1zed world and peaoe and 

harmony above t be tragio feelings o! ita own people , it 

hoe decided t o make t his sacrifice which, never before 

1n history wae requi red under such oonoontratod preesure 

ot an undef eated State without war. I t haa , therefore, 

t he right to demand that t he opposing aide likewise 

ahow l he ease underotandtng for peace and harDOny i n 

EUrope and t he world. I f , even at thia advL~ced otago 

ot t he negotiat ions insurmountable difficulties ahould 

ariee, t he Ozecboslovak Gover~ont ouggeota that the 

entire dispute be settled by an internat ional conference 

or be aubmittod t o Wr . Roosevel t ! or arbitration to 

which Ozeohoalovakia pledges its adberenoo in sdvanoe.• 

Ozeohoalovak Legation, 

Washington , D. 0. , 

September a9 , 1939. 

B 



DR. HARVEY CUSHING 

/ 
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P '"" F• . " 
YALE UNIVERSITY 

THE SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 

NEW HAVEN· CONNECTICUT 

1M asefieltl Praises 
Roosevelt Efforts 

In Czech Dispute 
I London, Oct. •.-{A')-Poet Laureate I 
John Masefleld gtves credit to Presi-

dent Roosevelt for helpq to save 
peace. 

In a letter to the Times today, 
Muefield said: 

''Three thlngs gave us our present 
~ace: First, the heroic self-sacrltlce 
of a proud and noble little nation; 
then the effo.rt of our prime min­
Ister; and then, ln large measure, the I 

power of President Roosevelt'• tele-
grams (appealing for peaceful nego­
tiation of the Czechoslovak dispute). 

"Let this country never foraet hll 
magnificent, wise, tlmely and per· 
haps decisive intervention at &n in· 
stant when peace seemed impossible." 

• . ~ 

I c 



I J_ -J ,./' t... ___ _ 

Pracue , !lovonber 10 , 1938 . 

Dear ~. President : 

t:ow that we have becun to r eturn to calmer conditions . 
sl!rorf!ctally at least , I want to express to you on behal f 
of myself and my associates here our cratitude for your 
ver~· kind rtessace of tho 28t h of Scpt ortber. In those 
tracic days when •he indications were that this country 
and a l l l:.'urope ni <'h t overnir t.t be plunged into war n1th 
al l t he dreadful conseQ\tences that s t ep rni ~"ht i mply , the 
evidence that art!d yo\~ many r csponsibllit l os you had t irta 
to think of ue was verJ heartening and cave all of us new 
courage . Your messaee was communicated to all of the 
officer~ and eMployees of our several establ13hmonts in 
Pra~ue, and they join ne in tharu(ing you ~st cordially . 

1.'/hile I shall, of course , r opor t fully to the 
Secreta."1' o~ State upon the eff1r1ency and conduct of the 
rtertbers of tho s taffs of the Location, the Consulate General 
and the r.l111tar y and Co~unercial At tachoo i n rraO"Uo , during 

t he 

Tho President, 

Tho >fb i te House . 
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the period of the crisle he r e , I thinl' that in view 

of your i~tcrost in tho pcr~o~~el of t ho ?orei,n 

Service , I al.oul d br1nr di r ectly to your attention 

t ho nain facta as T sec thorn . As tho situation 

rapidly approa~hed nn acute stace there bocane steadily 

mor e and nore cohesion ~n~ ~he perso~~cl of our 

r espective offices until so~e t ime bef ore the nost 

critical dnys o.rrived we were worklnr virtually ae n 

eillj'le or~Mizntion . Ot•r offices ft:nctioned durinc 

the critical pe~!od practi cally sll ni~ht lonr . 

Throuehout , tho officers and ernployooo without oxooption 

worked loyally tlnd industriously Yli~hout r ee nrd to 

office hourc . .'/bon ni<rht service beco.no necesoory, 

they gave !t without stint . I !'lave not net with a better 

service ~pir· i t anonr. n r r oup of govornncntnl onployoes 

than I found horo dur!n~ tho r ecent crisis , nne! 1t 

elves me r r ent pleastwo to be able to report th is to 

you . 

Althouo• it is not a ppr opriate to single out 

opecifi c employees for special mention , it is only 

fair that I s hould 3Gy that the credit for this condi tion 

ia due mainly to llr . Vinton Char1n , Second Secr etary 

of the Loeo.Uon, Rnynonl' ll . Cox, Conot~l General, t.:ajor 

Lowoll JJ . R1loy , !Jill tar y Attac l.e , and r r . Edward B. 

Lawson , Co=orc1al Attacr.o . All of then did t heir 

po.rt 
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part oxcoedinrly well , and you ca11 justly be proud of 

their devotion to duty , their courage in the fe.ce of a 

nost ominous outlook . The fino Dpirit which they 

showod was emulated by their r espective staffs in an 

admirable oanner . 

\"lith ~:root r es pee t and deop £rat1tu<l.o , I O.M, my 

dear llr • Pres i<l.en t , 

Ve't"; .faithfully your& , 



-- I • 

TH E UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

\. 
~cf J ( ' " "\ 

\. 

~larch 18, 1939 

Hy dear l4r , Pre e l don t: 

I = enc loalng n cooy o f n letter I 

hl>ve Just reoelved fro111 the :~lnlater o f 

Czechoslov~~la. As you v lll see, h is 

l etter contp1na 11. c oaeage v;:lch he has 

~eked t hnt I trEtnaclt to you , 

Believe me 

f'~t 

Enclosure : 
f'r•oc l!in1ater or 
CzechoslovaJtl~t, 
I.Wrch 18 , 1939 , 

Tho Preelden t, 

The White House , 



COPY 

THI: C<IECHO SLOVAX U:OATIO!l 

.. 'Asr.: J:oro::, o. c. 

lty dear Hr , 11ellea : 

H~.rch 18 , 193~ 

I h11v e the honor to express to you, 

ln behalf or cy people, bl'Atltude pnd 

nppreclatl on for the t1m()ly t>nd cogent 

message which you del1ver&d to tee world 

yesterdny. 

1 should be vol'Y gr ateful 1f you 

\:ould convey to Hl s Excellency, t' e Pres ident, 
my pro found r espects a nd ndo1rAt1on for t he 
unequivocAl stMd uh1cb he hAs tPken 1n 

oonde~n1ng this lnet brut11l stroke of force . 

Sincer ely your s , 

V, HL'RBAll 

The Eonor Able Sumner Uellee, 

Under Seoret~Y of StAte , 

'.{ash1n~;ton, 0 . C. 



I llrpnrh urn t of ! tntr 

hllt.ul 
II "'.tltl" 

PR 

'" 
l.cutr droCted 

.41111ltt-.. .. n > r() 

lHss LeHand 

• • - --· I laJ 
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~ 
I n reply r efer ~o 
Pi!. 

Uy dear Vico LeHand: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

:.:arch 7. 19!9 

. . 

Tl•e:-e is 1.rCJr.Em1t~ed he:- ·•·1 tt .._ t..ook of ,r,ot rt.ot.s 

of t he Ozochoclovv.k Army •;,hioh tl.e l! in i ster o! C::ec .. cslo-

v&kia r euu stee me •? L or~urd t o tue P:r·>'itent r.i:n .is 

I h~ve ac~re£Fed an ay . rop~in:e le~ter of th&nke 

to •·• !.iir.is t.el on beHalf 01 thf' Pr sident . 

Sincerely yc.urc. , 

- c:' ~ I' o/ c . ~· ,~.r~£ ,0, . 
C .• i r of Protocol. • 

.::ncloeure : 
Book. 

Uisc Mur6u•rite A. LEHand, 

Private Secre t ary t o tho Pre~ident , 

'i'ne iihi t E: House. 

r 



mnt,, s-s6, nvw 

a.r Dr . ~Ienos, 

I .- p·: C. 

Bonos , l:.dvDrd, roo . C~ ch o:JlC'VO~k opubl c, 
l; L- 191 • 
orno~ J i'1-o:n ~i.oh t,o r.fr.l' ~ ... ' nd norr 

vict.oiJ . Trans l.a t ad by od! oy I.ic'\S. .iO~ to 
t.ou hton i !'flln , l "' ,..l . 

' 
I 
~. 

I havo .rccciwd yoLtr telegram of lll.roh 16th, 19.39 , 
rcgnrdinu the tragic evtlnt:s o£ loot week lr· C&ntrol 
~~'lO· - lulve foll011cd t.heso hnppeninc;s w1. tl. deep 
concern. .hil~ the -ovomment o£ the thited t.'\too 
has observed tt.nt tho ,t>rovincos o£ ohomia. and oravia 
have been oocupi C<l by veman m111tery authorltieo end 
arc nolf under t.OO ~ fnoto edn1nistration o£ .,er=n 
authorities , it hD.:J not rccol nioed tho legal st•ntus of 
that situation. I ncod hardJ¥ add t hnt _ uooply aym.­
pathise ·,dth tbo C::ocho:Jlovalc peo ..,le 1n the unfo'f'.­
tun'ltt:' ::ircumtanco:J in l'ihich f ot tho tico boill · t}1ey 
f~ d t~elveo . 

Very oinoeroly youre , 

FRI.?l Y.T,111 ll . ROO:~E.VE.i.T 



-- p-r. • • 

' 
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THE WHITE HOUSI: 

W ASHINGTON 

rf 

5-15-39 

MEKORANDUM FOR O. G. T: 

I don't know who 11 H. F. A. " 

is . 

F. D.R. 

I 

' I ' 



/ 

I,' . 

~· 1/ 
I 
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New York, April 20, 1939. 

Dr . oenes w1ll uoid do ina anythinjJ MbarraaaiJii to the Govern­

ment or tho United Stateo durin& his stay in this country . Specifically, 

he will not take ~ action which ~ight precipitate events either 1n 

the for~er territory of tho Czechoslovak Republic or gener ally 1n Europe . 

!lor wil l the three organizations of Anerican citizens of Czech and Slovak 

descent which .et 1n Chicaco on April 18 to constitute a Czechoslo•ak 

Nat ionel Council pursue aey activities 1nco:Dpe.tible with their absolute 

loyelty to the United States. Tbeir o.im is solely to help keep slive 

the Czech and Slovak cultural i nheritance and tho spirit of Czeehoslovuk 

nationel unity and independence . 

' 

Tbe present situation ie tbat the Czechoslovak Republic is recognized 

as continu.Lng to exist, but t.nat the aorcal functioning of the Government 

ia su.epended. If war cOQea in l).lrope, the Czechoslovak Gover!ll:lent. w1ll 

kcediately begin a&ain to function outside of the t.orritory of the 

Republic , a s was the case in tho last war . During tho intervening period, 

the axistenco of 8000 nati~nal symbol •ill be iaportant in tho eyes or 

Czechs and Slovaks now under German rule. Dr. Benes bal.iaves t!lat hie 

pereoD proddes such a ay~~bol, in conjunction with t.be IUniaters of the 

Republic established iD Washington (Colonel Hurban) 1 London (Jan llaeary.c) , 

Pnris (Stofan Osuslcy) , Moscow (Dr. Fi erlinger) , and Tiaraaw (Dr . Slavik) . 

Theeo Legations, and all other Legations and Conoulatee which conti nue 

to function, r ecognize Dr. Bones aa head of tho 1110vement t.o reestablish 

<:'\ 
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national independence . He also is now i n touch with leader& of the 

political parties in Prague and even with present Czech governmental 

circles. Hie pl ane are "ade in concert with tbel!l . 

As soon es war begi ns in Europe, it is Dr . Benes ' s it1tent1on to 

cons titute a government ..00 organize a bo<iy of troops . He does not aim 

to hasten events which be t hinks are inevitable , but is deterl!lined not 

to be behind them. He wUl of course act i n agreement with the govern­

ments concerned . At present , there are tbout 100, 000 Czechoslovak 

citizens in exile abroad . Of these , about 50, 000 are in h :.nce , about 

10, 000 in Belgium, and s ever al thousand each in England and Poland . 

The numb er in the United St ates is somewhat over one thousand . Many 

of these emigriio have had training in the Czechoslovak Army and a 

considerable oUJAber have served as staff officers and officers. The 

Czech Legion would at once take its ploce on whatever front sell!!)ed 

advisable , just as Czecb and other national legions performed valuable 

service on the Western Front , in the Balkans , and in Siberia during 

the World War. Dr . Benes considers t hat t ho formation of this legion 

will have an important effect on the 10, 000, 000 Czechs and Slovaks under 

Cerman do:nination, who thereby will feel themselves represented i n the 

rallks of their foreign friends and who wUl be encouraged to r ebel 

against their Cere~an masters . It also will have a useful influence 

on otber Slavic peoples . Dr . Benes has not yet co""'unice.ted all these 

details to Moscow, but Forei gn lliniuter Litvinov has informed the 

Czechoslovak Minister in Moscow that Soviet Russia will strongly 
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support in any case the C2echoslovak action for independence, and tho 

Czechoslovak Mjnistor bas in turn communicated this to the British and 

French Ambassadors in Moscow. Litvinov states that Sovi et Russi a 's 

interest in tho per petuati on of the Czechosl ovak etete ie not i deological , 

but i s based on the principle t hat the Czechoslovaks must be free as a 

nation and on obvious reasons of Russian defense . 

Dr. Benes has not had the intenti on of appealing to a~ foreign 

goverment for financial assistance, although when the question of how 

to run t~e Legati ons and Consulates orose in Lo~don ~nd Paris the idea 

t hat help might be forthcoming wee accepted in goverMentel circles. 

?ne question is in negotiation. In general , Dr. Benes does not think it 

would be expedient for him to depend on the support of individuals, 

ei ther in mapping his program or in mainteini.ng the Czechoslovak Legationo 

in the var ious capitals mentioned above. ~oat per sons of Czech end Slovak 

descant i n t ho United States and elsewhere ere people of modest moans , 

loborers, smell shop-keepers , etc . - and the help they can give ·.dll soon 

be exhausted. The funds held sbroad by tho National Bank bavo been 

sequest ered both in London and New York . Dr . Benes tl<orefore thinks 

that perhaps tbe best solution would be to r aise a small •Li berty Loan• 

through some r eputsblo banking bouse . Needless to say, scr upulous regard 

would be pe1d to American legal and pol1 tical pr inciples. The bonds 

would , of course, be sold l argely on e sentimental basis and with merely 

the personal guarantee of Dr , Benes and nis colleagues that the pri nci pal 
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will be repaid when the Czechoslovak Government is again able to f unc­

tion in i ts own country . !!e thinks that $200,000 will be sufficient to 

cover all expenses for a yeer and that it will not be impossible to 

find two hundred persons willing to buy a thousand-dollar bond apiece 

on t ho above terms . Of course, this is still merely a plan, and dll 

be put into practice only if no serious difficulty arises. 

All internati onal engagements entered into by the Czechoslovak 

Republic continue in exist ence in the eyes of Dr . Benes and his colleagues 

(e . g ., the alliance with Fr ance and the alliance with RUssia , which never 

were denounced) . The arrangements made by t he f our po•ers at Munich were 

il:Jposed on Czechoslovakia and were never a ccepted by her legall,); and 

formally . They have been tolerated ; t hey have not been constitutionally 

accepted . But even the Munich arrangements engage the signator ies to 

gl18l'antee the independence of Czechoslovelcia . Dr. Benes considers this 

one of the fundamental proofs that the Republic continues its legal 

existence. However, since the Munich arrangements were entered into in 

Czechoslovakia 1 s absence, and under pressure to avoid a huropoan war, 

t hose arrangemente and t heir consequences (e.g., the military anneXAtion 

of Carpatho- Ruthenia and eastern Slovalcia by Hungary) will havo to be 

revised during or aCt or tho noxt war or in any negotiations which 111ny 

be undertaken meanwhile to reach a general Europeon set6e111ent . These lll&tte~s 

cannot be cliecussed in detail now and should remain open . 
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'!be el>ove prograa 1a recei vins the support of OIWlJ' Cer121an 
biil'es, both froa the Reich and troa the SUdetenland. llaey or these 
{e. g ., ex-Chancellor 1'/i.rth) are in touch rltb nr. Benes . 'l'bey beve 
given him written &1\d vorbaJ. aasurances that in tho event of the fall 
of Hitler or the detest of Certilly in war, tho sovereisnty ond indepen­
dc""e of Czechoslovakia rlll be i.Gaedlatel.y rel atel>lisbed, tho IIUnicb 
settlement rlll be revieed and a aew statue eatol>liehed by cutual asreo:aent . 

To recapitulate: 

1 . Czechoslovakia remains logslly and technically independent, 
••en tho\18b ita ConriiOilent 1e not now el>le to !'unction nor=a11y. 

2. tlpoa the outbreak of war in !:Urope, a ne• Czechoslovak Cover=ent 
rlll a t once COIDl!lence f'unction1ng outside of the territory of the Repub 
lie. I t will place troops on the fighting frout, will conduct propagonda 
behind the front, and rlll work in every w~ poasiblo to defeat Cermlll'l)' 
and reconr ita ho:oelacd. 

3. !;\'en the IIUnicb 88l'ee~~ente guaranteed the independence of 
Czechoslovalda. a ut as thoy wore entered into in her el>eence and were 
l;opooed on her by force they will have to be revised . Democratic Qercan 
elecenta agree . 

Dr. Benes expreaseo the hope that his proil'u as here outlined 
rlll be accepted as both realistic and juat, and tb& t in the event ot 
war, a declaration or the Czechoslovak CovertUilent that it has again 
auuaed act1Ya represett.ation or the C•echosloYak people rlll receive 
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the approval and support of the United States Government . He 

understood from Mr. Litvinov•s assurances to the Czechoslovak Minister 

in Moscow that such approval will be for thcoming from the Government 

of the Soviet Union, and he believes that political and military 

exigencies will encourage France and Great Britain to take the same 

attitude without delay . He points out t hat since American r ecognition 

has not been withdrawn f r om the Czechoslovak Government, no new reco­

gnition wil l be necessary , but merely an expr ession of approval and 

support. 

Dr. Benes has complete confidence in Minister Hurban in Washington. 

But he felt that it would be better to make tho above facts known to 

Pr esident Roosevelt through a privat e intermediary rather than offi­

cially . He has avoided visiting Washington himself in order not t o 

cause any sor t of embarr assment. But he will be glad to receive any 

advice that may be offered privately; and he of course i s always at 

the President 1 a disposal to supply any further information or to give 

personally any comment which may at a given moment seem useful . 
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F"OREIGN ECONOMIC ADM INISTRAT IO N 

WASHINGTON 

Juna 7, 1944 

l:e:oorandua Cor Grace TUll:f• 

Attached 1s a copy or the 

Czechoslovak-Russian Tr eaty o! Friendship that 

the President m:laht want to •ee. 

I ha •te 1011rked the speci!ic 

provision on t he last page which ..akes it appli­

cable to Poland it lhlssia and Czechoslovakia 

consent . 



June 7, 191.4 

J.t!l(<J!AIJDUJ,( Fal THE f!l.ESIDEliT • 

1} Attached ie a copy of the Czechoslovak-Russian 
Treaty or Friendship. 

2} B-.1 its specific tems in the Protcx:ol it 1e 
applicable t o Poland with the mutw:ll agroE!llent of CzechoslovakiA 
and the U.S.S.R. 

)} It ~ possibl7 be, as suggested in a prior 
memcrandUIIl, that the Soviet Union will be wUling t o deal directl)' 
with tho Poles for the purposes of extending the Czechoslovakia 
Treaty to the Poles 1! certain conditione as to the 11111ke-up of 
the Poliah GoYem:oent, etc . , are cet to the .atiefact.ion of tho 
Ruaaiane . 

Attacment 



CZ:ZCHOSlOVAX-RUSSI AII TREATY Oi' l'RIEJIDSHIF 

The Tex t of the Communique by the C1echoolovak 
Ministry of Foreign Affaire, December 14, 1943 

0! late negotia tions have been undertaken by t he Go vernment of t he 

Czeehot19ve.k P.epublic and tho llnion of tho Soviet Socialia t P.apublica !or the 

conclusion of an agreement of fri endship , mutual assi stance and poetwnr co-

operation. 'rheae negotia tions progrea•ed in an atmosphere of amity and mut ual 

unde rstanding end led to the si gnature on December 12 , 1943, in t~oacow, of a 

Treaty of Friendship, Mutual Aeoi a~nce and Poetwar Co- operation between the 

Czeehoslovek Republic and the Unioa of t he Soviet Socialiot Republica. The 

Treaty YRS si gned at the Kreclin on behalf of t he Pre &idont of the Czechoslove.k 

P.epublic by M. Zdenek i'ie r linaer, Czechoslove.k AmbeO&ador in t he U. S. S. P.. and 

on behalf of the Pr esidium of the U. s. S.R. by ll. Viachealnv lli khnilovich Molotov, 

People ' s Cocciaeer for Foreign Affai r e. 

TEE TI!EATY 

The Preoident of the Czechoslovak P.epublic and the Presi di um of the Supreme 

Council of t he Union of Sovie t Socialist Republiee, deoiring to modify e.nd sup-

plement the Treaty of ~utwal Aaeiate.nco existing bet~~en the C•eehosl ovak Republic 

and the Union of Sovie t Socialiot Republica and eitl')ed at Pr ngue on Kay 16t h , 

1935, end deair ine alao to confil'lll the otipulatione of the agreeoont r oached 

between the Government of tbe c.eehoalovak Republi c and the Government of the 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republica releting to Joint action in the •nr &6Si net 

Ge""""Y• and oigned at London on July 18th, 1941: 

deoiring to colleborote after the wsr fo r the mnintennnce of peace •~d for 

the prevention of further aggroeai on by Germany, and to aecure a looting f r iend-

chi p ntt e r the wnr. and mutual peace co- operati on 



ba.,. decided to conclude a treaty tor that purpoae and have appointed 

aa their Pleni potent iariea: 

The Pra i i dont of the Czecho alovak Republic, 

H. Zdenok Fi erlinger, Ambaeaador ot the Czechoalovak Republic in the 
Union ot Soviet Socialist Republica; 

The Prea1d1Uil ot the Supreme Council ot the Un ion of Soviet Socialiat 
Republica: 

H. Viachealsv Hildulllovich Molotov, People' " Commiuar fo r li'ore1e;n Affaira, 

who, hnving exchAnged tboir eredentiala, found i n good and due for m, have agreod 

as fol l ows: 

ARl'ICIJl I 

The liigb Contracting Partiea, having 11211tually "6rocd to unite 1n a policy 

of lasting f r iendahlp and f riendl;,' postwar co-operation, aa well as of cutual 

assis t 8nce, undertake to afford one another military and other assistance and 

support of all kinde in the preaent ~r agai nst Germany end al l those Statea 

which are associated with he r in acta of aggression in Europe. 

Al!TICU II 

The HLgb Contracting Parties under take not to enter, duri ng the preaent war, 

i nto any negotiati ons wi tb the Hi tlerite Oo verncent or any other Govern~ent in 

Germany t hat does not cl early renounce all aggroseivs intention, and not to 

negot iate or conclude, except by mutual consent, any armiatice or peace treaty 

with Ger1:lBny or any other Ste.te aaaociated with her 1n act a of aggression in Europe • 

.&1\TI CLll I II 

Confirming their p re-war policy of peace and 11211tual a uiatance, fo:-mule.ted. 

i n t heir Treaty aigned a t Prngue on Hay 16th, 1935, tho High Contracting Pertiea 

underte.ke that, i f one of them should, in the poatwar period, become involved. 

in hostilltiea with Germany, ~oul¢ tho l &tte:r revi ve he r policy of 0 Drang nach 

Oaten, 1 or with any of the Statea which aa,y unite with her di rectly or in any 



other form in auch a war, the ot her Contrectint Party will immediately afford 

the Cont racting Party, tbua invol~ed in hoetilitieo, all poaeible military and 

other aupport and aoaittanee which are at their diapoaal, 

JJI!ICLI IV 

The High Contracti ng Partiea, ha~ng regard to the intereata of t he aeeurity 

of ea ch of them agree to co-operate in a close and f riendly manner after tho ro­

eatabliuhment of » • ace, aa well ae to act in accordance with the p rinci p les: of 

mutual roepeet for t heir i ndependence and aoverei,nty, ao vall aa of non-inter­

ference in the internal affaire of the other State, They agree to develop their 

economic relation a upon tbe broadeat 'DOsoible seale and to afford each o tber all 

poosible economic aatiatance after the vnr. 

Al!'l'lCUl V 

r.ch of the High Contracting Partieo undertalcea no t to conclude any alliance 

and not t o take part in any coalition directed a gai nt t the other Hisb Contracting 

Party. 

ARI'IOLI VI 

The preaent Troat:r co..es into force iu.ediately upon ita oignature end 1t 

a\lbject to ratification in th.e ohorteat poasible tioo; the i aat l'\Wento of rat1-

f1e.~~t1on shall be e:xehant:ed in Hoecow ao soon ao pottible. 

The preaent Treaty ahall r&JDilin in force fo r a "Ceriod of twenty yeara from 

the t~ of ito oicnature, it being understood ~hat, unleso at the end of the 

oaid period of t,..n ty yearo. h~he 100Mhe before 1to expiry. either Party hao 

notified hio deoire to terminate the Traa ty, it shall continue to ror.ain in force 

for further perioda of five year• until either o f the High Contractln& Parties 

thall hen notified in writin&, twelve 100nth1 before the lapse of the current 

period of f he yearo, hi• l n tenUon to tereinate it. 

In vi tnou whereof the Plonipotenttariea have ticned the p reaent Treaty and 

have affixed tbereto their eeale. 



Done in Duplicate in Moscow on 12th De cemoer , 1943, in the Czechoslovak 

and Ruoeian languages, both texts being eoually authen ti c . 

SIGNATURE PROTOCOL 

The Parties have agreed t hat if any t hird country which borders on the 

Czechoslovak Republi c or the Union of Soviet Socialist Republica, and has been 

t he object of German aggression in thi s war, should desire to a ssocia te it self 

with this '.l.'reaty, it will be giv_!!l an opportunity , after mutual agreement between 

the Government• of the Czechoslovak Republic and the Union of Soviet Socialist -
Republics, to sign this Treaty , wbich wi ll thus acquire the charac ter of a tri------------------ - -partite agreement. 
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