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OFFICE OF
THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

September 3, 1938,

Iy dear lr. Preesldent:

I think you mey be interested in
reading the sttached Alde Memoire handed
me thie morning by the British Ambassador
summsrlzing developments in Lord Runciman's
mission in Praha to date.

Felthfully yours,

a _C _F{Q_uv-""‘

— L

Enclosure:
Ae stated ghove

The President,

The White Houre.
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His 'ajeety's Ambassador has recelved
Inatruetions to commu leate the followin: information
to the Secretary of State:-

Lord Runolman's mission to Prasue to act
azs lnvestigator or me istor betwesen the Csechoslovalk
Dovernment and the Sudeten Jermans was undertalken to
prevent o deadlock arising in the nepotlatlons betwseon
the two partles, as seemed probable at the end of July,
and to sugrest means for bringing them to succens.

The conatlitutionel question, vig., provision
of some degree of home rule for the Sudeten Jermans
within the Czechoslovak Republie 1g the immedlate lasue
eonfronting Lord Runciman. After his arrival in
Prague his firat task was to study the su;gestions
proposed by the two sides. It became clesar, however,
at a meetin; between the Czech and Sudeten reprosentatives
on Auust 17th that there was too wide a ulf between
the reppective proporals to permit of continuous
negotiations on this basis. Lord Runciman prevented the
Sudeten party from clesing the door on further
ne;otlatione and was conslderin: a new basls for their
resumptlion when he learnt on Aujust 2lst that new
and mch more generous propcsals wers belns rut forward
by M. Benes of which the most lmportant features were:=-

1. Creatlon of local autonomous districts
in the Sudeten aresas.
2. An exchange of German for Czechosloval

officlala.
3. Withdrawal/
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Z. Vlthdreawal of Csechoslovak police
from the Jerman dlstriet.
4. Imortant financial and econcule
eonessclong.

¥r. Ashton-"watkln peturned %o London on Au ust 85th
and Preported that tlw Sudeten lesders re arded these
propoanls as a sultable basls for negotliations.
Mecussions had alread Staken place between M. Benes
and D, Hodga and the Sudeten leaders on Au ust 5éth
and on Auruast 86th at whieh tho atmosphere was ood,
althoush 't was somewhat dlstuwrbed by the lssue on
Aaupt 20th of a "udeten party manifecto authorleling
party follors to defend thomselves Lf attacked.

In view of the close approach to thes lNasl
Conrreng opening at m on September 5th at which
aome definlite pronouncoment on the Madeten problem
ol -ht be expected from Herpr Hitier, Lord Funciman has
emphasised to M. Benes the urgency of resching an early
areement in such a form that it ecould be published
before the Nurember:  meetin:. . Nenes indlcated that
the ne otiatlons were proceedin; satlisfactorlily and
hoped that publication mizht be possible soon after
his next meetin: with Dr. Hundt on Auiuet 30th. From
conversations on Aumet 28th with “udeten leaders who
had been in eontact with lerr Hifler 1t became clear,
however, that the; did not re ard ¥. Denes' proposals
as adequate, and that lerr Hitler had indlceted that
the "udeten questlion rust be solved on the basls of
Herr Henlein's el Nt Carlsbad points of last Aprild

whieh/
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whieh o beyond . BHenes' offer of iuust £let.

on Aguet 29th Lopd Hunoiman recelved from
ls Bancs a written memorandum purporting to amplify
thwe Cseech proposala. Thie document in Lord Runeiman's
opinion marked a retreat from practleal sug estlons
to aoademie rinolples an! appeared to Justify Sudeten
scepticism. lie feared that publicatlon of the Csech
v posals in this form might do more harm than ;ood.
lecotiations meanwhlle are jrocesdin; am! it ls to
be hoped that !. Denss' recent proposals may etill be
made to serve as an agreed basls for detalled necotlatlons
between the Czechoslovak snd Sudeten leaders in the
neaar future.

To sum up, a considerable advance towards
a reemont would appesr to have been made recently in
iracue largely owin: to Lord Hunciman's afforts. The
present sltuation, however, -ives cause for serious
anxlety slnce it 1s evident that the lerman TJovermment,
wiile ready to slve Lord Runclman's misszlon a chance,
are not prepared to atand aside and walt rmuch longer
for present negotiatlions to produce a satlsfactory
rogult. EHarly in Awmuet informetlion wms recelvaed by
Hip Hajesty's Uovermment of esitensive military preparations
in Germany, ineluding the calling up of ressrvists, the
formatlon of reserve divisiona, extenalon of service of
second year recrults throughout Cetober, conseription

ef labour for completion of Jerman f rtiflcations In
the est, and measmaros empowering thwe milltary

suthorities to eonascript clvillan gooda and services.
These measures amount to partiel mobilimetlion and
indicate/
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indicate that the ‘erman overnment are determined

to find & settlem nt of the Csechoslovak questlion

this aut mn, 1T cecessar: by force. !le Majesty's
jovornment have, moreover, recelved numerous other
indications from varlous sources to this effect. lior
1s it certaln whether the Verman Jjovernment's real
objective 1z to secure to the Sudatens adequate ri htas
of self=governmert wlthin Csecloslovakia or whather
they are almin; at nothin: less than the broake-up of
Czechoslovekia as an lndepondont atate.

Those anxietles formed the back round to the
Chaneeller of tha xchequer's speech at lLanark on
August £7th, and 1t ls because of them that !iis
idpjests'a overome .t ‘eeidad ts ropeat once more the
warning ziven by the .irime Einlgter on Karch 24th.

Time is sahort, for it secms certaln that lierr Hitler
will have tc spoal about Czeohoslowaldls ¢ the hrember;
Congreass betwoen “eptember 3th asd September 1gth, and
failing any outward and visivie slsn of progresa before
the Congross ho may foel oblijed to mako an unpleasant
proncunooment, poaslbly beelsed up by an appeal to forece,
based on the ri:ht of self-determination and perhaps
demanding a plebisgits. “e might, however, be restrained
from comaltting himpelf to any such extrome sction if

a resmant could ba secured batweasn the Csechoslovak
Govarnment and the Judeten Jeroans wlthout Durther delay
as to the basls for o comprolwnsive settlement. twery
afort ie beln; made b, Lopd luneliman with the support of
His Majesty's Coveriment tc establish such a basis.

His/
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file Najests's Jovernment are anxious to
acqualnt the United States ‘overnment of the forsgoling
because of the serlous menace whieh the present
situatlon represests for the pesce of the world.
The mecordin 1y desire that the United “tates
‘overnment should be aware of the efforts whilsh
ls Yajesty's Tovernment are making ln oyrder to
restraln Jermany from arrogant and foreible actlon,
and at the same time to induce the Crechoslowvak
Jovernment to make without further delay or evaslon
the far-reachin. concesslons whieh are neces ary
if an agreod settlement 1s to be reached betwsen
the Csechwslovak Joverrment and the Sudetens.

BRITI=H HBBASSY,
WASHINOTUN, DG,
September 3rd 1038.
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N/ _ THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

September 7,
Ky dear Mr. Presldent:

I hseten to esend you herewith the text of
a further confldentlal Alde Memoire left by the
Britleh Embarey plving more informetlon regard-
ing the preseure belng exerted by the Britieh
on the Creche in the matter of meeting the
Sudeten demands.

Felthfully yours,
( )

._”__.-, '.: # )
Enclogure: L}_{_E_,,f_”f,f# r LA —

Alde Memolre.

The President,

The White House.

1938



1. [iis Majeaty's Asbessador is instructed
to communicate the following further summary of
developments in the Crecho-ilovak question for the
confidential information of the Jecretary of Itate
and in contimuatlon of the Alde Memoire of Septomber
drd.

d. From conversatlons with the ZJudeten leaders
who had visited Herr lHitler, the Fungiman misslon
learnt on August 28th that liltler would welcome a
visit froa Henlein AL the latter ocould show that
Lord Funeizan intendsd to help him to find = solutlen
on the basls of the Carlabad points. llenlein himself
on the saame day expressed to the Misslon the hope
that His Majesty's Covernment would recomuend to
the Czechoslovak Qovernzent the adoption of the
Carlesbad pointa as = basis for a scttlement,

S, Vvhile unwilling to sponsor any particular
schome His Usjesty's OJovernment conaldered 1t
iaportant that llerr !litler should be made aware
bofore the Hdrembarg Congress of the progress
made by Lord funcizan's mission and of his anxlety
to find & settlement st the sarlicst possible
moment, “ith thelr concurrence Lord Hunclman on

August 3lst authorized Herr lenlein to deliver a
meenage /
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Message to Herr lidtler to the offect that the object
of his mission was to asslst both parties to resch a
settlement on the basis both of Carlsbad and of the
new preposals of the Cgechosiovak Government, Herp
Henlein was to explain that they were reluctant to
pronounce upon the merits of any particular proposala:
both lils Majesty's Oovermment and Lord Funciman vere
however very anxious that a settlement should be fourd
8t the earliest possible moment. Lord junciman was
making overy effort to this end and hoped that Hepr
Hitler would give approval and support to a continusnce
of the negotistions,

4o lienlein deliverad this message on Jeptember
lst to lierr Hitler with whom he had & further
Gonversatlion the next day. According to the secount
given on Jeptezber ith by lienlein to s member aof
Lord Runelman's mission Herr iiitler had agcoepted
Henlein's commendation of Mission's work, Asked by
Hitler what his policy was lenloin had firat asiad
that he wanted no war. With this Hitler had agreod,
Henlein then saild that there were two polieles for
him: (a) autonomy within Czechoslovak State; (b) a
pleblscite, which nemnt unificstion wit) the Helch,
In either case he wished to obtain hia resul ts in a
pesceful way and to this Herr Hitler had sasented,
Henlein sald he preforred Poliey (a) mnd hoped to
obtain his pesults thereaby but lierr littler had
expressed some scepticlsm. lienlein wes in & cheerful

mood,/
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w0od after his visit and seemed convineed of lierr Nitler's
pacific intentions, He sald that lorr Fitler had fixed
no date Ly whier results must be communioated tut he
himself thought the latest date by whiar un agreaaont
should be reached was the end of Leptembor,

5. 1In the seantime ¥r.lewton sgain saw ¥, Denes
on Jeptember 3rd and reminded him in the name of lila
Hajesty'as Jovernment of what uight be the fote of
Ceechoslovakia in the event of hostilitles, le
emphasised that it wes vital for Crechoslovakie to
offer lamediately and without reservation those
congessions without whish Judeter question ecould
not bLie peacefully solved, His Kojeaty's Oovernrent
were not in o position to say whether anytkin: leas
full than the Carlsbaed programse would mow suf ico
but ¥, Denes' offer must elearly, iis Majesty'a
Govern=ent felt, not rocede from his propossls
sumnarised in parsgraph 3 of the memorundum of
September 3rd. ¥r. Nevwton added as his own
interpretation of this message that the Czecho-
slovak Government should go forthwit: and
unreservedly to limit of concession and added
that this limit should mot fall short of the
Cerlsbad points Af settlement could not be
obt.ined othervise., U, Benvs observed that no
one could tell him eoxactly what the Carlsbad
prograaae meant., I coneorete memsures were
proposed ho could probably aecept them but he
was averse to signing a blank cheque,

deptegber Tth, 1938,
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

September 30, 1938,

My dear Mr. President:

The Czechoslovak Legation sent down to
the Department laet night the following
communication, the text of which haes elsewhere
been made public. Ae drafted 1t would not seem
to call for a reply and refers anyway to an
intermediate British plan submitted to the
Czechs the day before the Munich Conference
rather than to the Munich Plan itself.

Falthfully yours,

Encloeure:

Ae etated above.

The Presldent,

The White House.



The Czechoslovak Minister presents his compliments
to Hie Excellency, the Honorable Secretary of State,
and upon instructions from his Covernment has the honor
to convey the following communiocation.

"Prior to the Munich conference of the four
powere, the Czechoslovek Govermment agreed to further
concesslone. Czechoslovakia agreed to cede to Germany
the territory inhabited by more than 50 percent German
population and Ozechoslovakia demanded for itself only
such borderline as will enable the new Czechoslovak State
to exist and defend itself. It cannot, however, in ad-
dition agree to & plebiscite in the regions with a Cgzech
majority or populated entirely by Ozeche ap Hitler de-
manded for purely millitary reasons.

The Czechoelovak Government agrees to observe
the period indicated for a final settlement; all aspects
are to be settled by December 15, but a solution is
poeeible even by October 3let. It agrees to the control
of an international commission of the British legion and
the gradual occupation by British troope before cesesion
to Germany., It abides by the decision demanding demo-
bilization, the recall of troops, the revision of its
treaty system, but in the interests of ite own defense
and the protection of the Czech and German demooratic
population and the Jews in the territory that is ceded,
it cannot evacuate, demobilize, or abandon fortifice-
tione before the borderline is determined, and there
is guaranteed the exchange of populations and the
apsurance of a new system of international guarantees.

It
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It wishes, however, to expedite the negotiations, and
under no circumstances does it wish to delay the final
solution to which it resolved, upon the emphatic advice
of England and France and the many telegraphic appeals
of chiefs of Btates headed by Mr. Roosevelt. Elevating
the interests of the civilized world and peace and
harmony above the tragic feelings of its own people, it
has decided to make this sacrifice which, never before
in history was required under such concentrated pressure
of an undefeated State without war. It has, therefore,
the right to demand that the opposing side likewlge
show the same understanding for peace and harmony in
Europe and the world, If, even at this advanced stage
of the negotiations insurmountable difficulties should
arise, the Czechoslovak Government suggeste thet the
entire dispute be settled by an international conference
or be submitted to Mr. Roosevelt for arbitration to

which Czechoslovakis pledges its adherence in emdvance."

Czechoslovak Legation,
Washington, D. C.,
September 29, 1938.

4890/ 38
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YALE UNIVERSITY

i THE SCHOOL OF MEDICINE
NEW HAVEN - CONNECTICUT

DR. HARVEY CUSHING

r 4
/

,._ ]M;s;ﬁeld Praises
\  Roosevelt Efforts
In Czech Dispute

| London, Oct. 4.—(#)—Poet Laureate
' John Masefield gives credit to Presi- |

dent Roosevelt for helping to save

peace,

In a letter to the Times today,
Masefield sald:

“Three things gave us our present
| peace: First, the heroic self-sacrifice
'of a proud and noble little nation;
then the effort of our prime min-
ister; and then, in large measure, the |

power of President Roosevelt's tele-
(appealing for peaceful nego-
tiation of the Czechoslovak dispute).
“Let this country never forget his
magnificent, wise, timely and per-
haps decisive intervention at an in-
stant when peace seemed impossible.”

6"&.5 h““’ﬁﬂ'&lé"*"
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Prague, November 10, 1938.

Dear Nr. President:

Now that we have bepun to return to calmer conditions,
superficlally at least, I want to express to you on behalf
of myself and my associates here our gratitude for your
very kind message of the 28th of September. In those
traglc days when the indlcations were that this country
and all Europe mirht overnizht te Flunged into war with
all the dreadful consequences that step mirht imply, the
evidence that amid your many responsibilities you had time
to think of us was very heartening and pave 21l of us new
courage. Your message was communicated to all of the
officers and employees of our several establishments in
Frague, and they join me in thanking you most cordially.

YWhile I shall, of course, report fully to the
Secretary of State upon the efficlency end conduct of the
members of the staffs of the Lepation, the Consulate General
end the Military and Cormmercial Attachds in Prague, during

the

The FPresident,
The White House.
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the period of the crisis here, I think that in view
of your interest in the personnel of the Foreign
Service, I should bring directly to your attentlon
the main facts as T see them. As the situstion
rapidly approached an acute stage there became stéadlily
more and more cohesion amonpg the personnel of our
reapective offlices until some time before the most
critical days arrived we were working virtually as a
sinrle organization. Our offices functloned during
the critical period practlcally all nifht long.
Throughout, the officers and employees without exception
worked loyally and industriously without regard to
office hours. When night servlice became necessary,
they gave 1t without stint. I have not met with a botter
service spirit among a group of governmental employees
than T found here during the recent crisls, and 1t
gives me great pleasure to be able to report this to
FOUu.

Although 1t 1s not appropriate to single out
specific employees for special mentlon, it 1s only
fair that I should say that the credit for this condition
is due mainly to Mr. Vinton Chapin, Second Secretary
of the Legation, Raymong E. Cox, Consul Ceneral, kg jor
Lowell M. Riley, Military Attaché, and Mr. Edward B.

Lawson, Commercial Attaché. All of them did their
part



part exceedingly well, and you can Justly be proud of
thelr devotion to duty, their courage in the face of a
most ominous outlook. The fine spirit which they
showod was emulated by thelr respectlve staffs In an
admirable mannar.

With preat respect and deep gratitude, I am, my
dear Mr. President,

Very faithfully yours,

#W%



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

March 18, 1839
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My dear ﬁr. Preéiﬁant:

I am enclosing a copy of a letter I
have Just received from the Minister of
Czechoslovakia, As you will see, his
letter conteins a message which he has
asked that I transmit to you,

Bellieve me

Fa nTu;ly yours,

Enclosure:

From Hinister of
Gzochaalovakia
March 18, 1959

The President,

The White House.
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THE CZECHOSLOVAK LEGATION
WASEINGTON, D, ., March 18, 183

My dear Mr, Welles:

I have the honor to express to you,
in behalf of my people, gratitude snd
appreclation for the timely and cogent
message which you delivered to the world
yesterdny,

I should be very grateful if ¥ou
would convey to His Excellency, tlie President,
my profound respects and admiration for the
unequivocal stand which he has teken in
condemning this last brutal stroke of force,

Sincerely yours,

V. HURBAN

The Honorable Sumner Welles,

Under Secretary of State,

Washington, D, C.



/ Department of State
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ENCLOSURE

Letter drafied

ALFEESSED T

kise LeHand
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BEFICIAL ThkE TO

THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WA TN, D,

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

In reply refer to
PR -
4-.&1!‘&1’1 ?1 19:9

My dear Mise LeHand:

There is tranemitted herewith a book of photogrephs
of the Ozechoslovak Army which the Minister of Czecucslo-
vakla requested me to forward to the Preeident with nis
comliments.

I have addreseed an apuropriate letter of thanks
to the Minister on behslf of the Fresident.

Sincerely yours,

C]/Cd'%:-’fflf-'/ﬁ ;
Calef of Protocol., °

Enclosure!
Book.

Miss Marguerite A. LeHand,
Private Secretary to the President,

The White House,
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Benes, Ldvard, "res, Czachoslovak Tepublic,
1864=1945 6
lMemoirs; from Munich to new var and new
victory, Translated by Godfrey Tias, ‘osto
Houghton Mi{flin, 19%%.

(f' 67)

I have received your telegrem of March 1l6th, 1939,
regarding the tragic events of last week in Central
furope, I have followed these happenings with deep
concern, lhile the Covernment of the United States
has obgerved that the provinces of ohemiz and 'oravia
have been occupied by German military authorities and
are now under the de fagto administration of German
authorities, it has not recognised the legal status of
that situation. T need hardly add that I deeply sym~
pathise with the Czechoslovak people in the unfor-
tunate circumstances in which for the time being they
find themselves.

Dear Dr, Denes,

Very sincerely yours,

FRANKLIN D, ROOSEVELT
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New York, April 20, 1838,

Dr. oenes will avoid doing anything embarrassing to the Covern-
ment of the United States during his stay in this country. Specifically,
he will not take any action which might precipitate events either in
the former territory of the Czechoslovak Republic or generally in Europe.
Nor will the three organizations of American citizens of Czech and Slovak
deacent which met in Chicago on April 1B to constitute & Czechoslovak
National Council pursue any activities incompatible with their absolute
loyalty to the United States. Their aim is solely to help keep alive
the Czech and Slovak cultural inheritance and the spirit of Czechoslowvak
national unity and independence.

The present situation is that the Czechoslovak Republic is recognized
as contiouing to exist, but that the normal functioning of the Government
is suspended. If war comes in Europe, the Czechoslovek Government will
immediately begin again to function outside of the territory of the
Republic, as was the case In the last war. During the intervening period,
the existence of some national symbol will be important in the eyes of
Czechs and Slovaks now under German rule. Dr. Benes believes that his
person provides such a symbol, in conjunction with the Ministers of the
Republic established in Washington (Colonel Hurban), London (Jan Masaryk),
Puris (Stefan Osusky), Moscow (Dr. Fierlinger), and Warsaw (Dr. Slavik).
These Legations, and ell other Legations and Consulates which continue

to function, recognize Dr. Benes as head of the movement to re#stablish



national independence. He also is now in touch with leaders of the
political parties in Prague and even with present Czech governmental
circles. His plans are mede in concert with them.

AB goon as war begins in Furope, it is Dr. Benes's intention to
constitute a govermment end organize a body of troops. He does not aim
to hasten events which he thinks are inewitable, but is determined not
to be behind them. He will of course act in agreement with the govern-
ments concerned. At present, there are dout 100,000 Czechoslovak
citizens in exlile abroad. Of these, sbout 50,000 are in France, sbout
10,000 in Belgium, and several thousand each im England end Poland.

The number in the United States is somewhat over one thousand. Many
of these émigrés have had training in the Czechoslovek Army and a
considerable mumber heve served as staff officers and officers. The
Czech Legion would at once take its place on whatever front seemed
advisable, just as Czech and other national leglons performed valusble
service on the Western Front, in the Balkens, and in Siberia during
the World War. Dr. Benes considers that the formstion of this legion
will have an important effect on the 10,000,000 Czechs and Slovaks under
German domination, who thereby will feel themselves represented in the
ranks of their foreign friends and who will be encoursged to rebel
against their German masters. It also will have & useful influence
on other Slavic peoples. [r. Benes has not yet communicated all these
details to Moscow, but Foreign Minister Litvinov has informed the

Czechoslovak Minister in Moscow that Soviet Hussia will strongly



support in any case the Csechoslovek ection for independence, end the
Czechoslovak Minister has in turn communicated this to the British and
French Ambassadors in Moscow. Litvinov states that Soviet Russia's
interest in the perpetuation of the Czechoslovak state ia not ideological,
but is based on the prineiple that the Czechoslovaks must be free as a
nation and on cbvious reascns of Russian defense.

Ir. Benes has not had the intention of appealing to any foreign
goverment for financial assistance, slthough when the question of how
to run the Legatlons and Consulates arose in London and Paris the idea
that help might be forthcoming woe sccepted in govermmentel ecirecles.
The question is in negotiation. In general, Dr. Benes does not think it
would be expedient for him to depend on the support of individusls,
either in mapping his program or in maintaining the Czechoslovak Legations
in the warious capitels mentioned sbove. Most persons of Czech and Slovak
descent in the United States and elsewhere are people of modest means,
laborers, small shop-keepers, etc. - and the help they can give will scon
be exhausted. The funds held sbroad by the Hational Bank have been
sequestered both in London and New York. Dr. Benes therefore thinks
that perhaps the best solution would be to raise & small "Liberty Loan®
through some reputable banking house. Needless to say, scrupulous regard
would be peid to American legal and political principles. The bonds
would, of course, be sold largely on a sentimental basis and with merely

the personal guarantee of Dr. Benes and his colleagues that the prinecipal



will be repaid when the Czechoslovek Government iz egain able to func-
tion In its own country. He thinks that $200,000 will be sufficient to
cover all expenses for a year and that it will not be impossible to
find two hundred persons willing to buy & thousand-dollar bond apiece
on the sbove terms. Of course, this is still merely & plen, and will
be put into practice only if no serlous difficulty arises.

A1l international engagemente entered intc by the Czechoslovak
Republic contimue in existence in the eyes of Dr. Benes and his colleagues
(e«g., the &lliance with France and the alliance with Russia, which never
were denounced). The arrangements made by the four powers at Munich were
imposed on Czechoslovekis and were never accepted by her legally and
formally. They have been tolerated; they have not been constitutionally
accepted. But even the Munich arrangements engage the signatories to
guarantee the independence of Czechoslovakia. ODr. Benes considers this
one of the fundamentael proofs that the Republic continues its legel
exlstence. However, since the Munich arrangements were entered into in
Czechoslovakia's sbsence, and under pressure to avoid a Buropean war,
those arrengements and their consequences {a.g., the military annexation
of Carpatho-Ruthenia and eastern Slovakia by Hungary) will have to be
revised during or after the next war or in any negotiations which may
be undertaken meanwhile to reach a general Furopean setflement. These matters

cannot be discussed in detall now and should remain open.



The sbove program is recelving the support of many German
émigrés, both from the Reich and from the Sudetenland. Many of these
(e.g., ex-Chancellor Wirth) are in touch with ppr. Benes. They have
given him written and verbal assurances that in the event of the fell
of Hitler or the defest of Germany in war, the sovereignty and indepen-
dence of Czechoslovakia will be lmmediately redstablished, the Munich
settlement will be revised and a new status established by mutual agreament.

To recapitulate:

1. Czechoslovekis remains legally end technicelly independent,
even though its Government is not now able to function normally.

£. Upon the outbreak of war in Europe, & new Czechoslovak Government
will at once commence functioning outside of the territory of the Repub
lie. It will place troops on the fighting frout, will conduct propaganda
behind the front, and will work in every way possible to defeat Germany
and recover ites homeland.

3. Even the Munich agreaments guaranteed the independence of
Czechoslovakia. But as they were entered into in her ebsence and were
imposed on her by force they will have to be revised. Democratic German
elements agree. .

Ir. Benes expresses the hope that his program as here outlined
will be accepted as both realistic and just, and thet in the event of
war, & declaration of the Czechoslovak Covernment that it has again

assumed active representation of the Csechoslovak people will receive



the approval and support of the United States Government. He
understood from Mr. Litvinov's assurances to the Czechoslovak Minister
in Moscow that such approval will be forthcoming from the Govermment
of the Soviet Union, and he believes that political and military
exigencies will encourage France and Great Britain to take the same
attitude without delay. He points out that since American recognition
has not been withdrawn from the Czechoslovak Government, no new reco-
gnition will be necessary, but merely an expression of approval and
support.

Dr. Benes has complete confidence in Minister Hurban in Washington.
But he felt that it would be better to make the above facts known to
President Roosevelt through & private intermediary rather than offi-
cially. He has avoided visiting Washington himself in order not to
cause any sort of embarrassment. But he will be glad to receive any
advice that may be offered privately; and he of course is always at
the President's disposal to supply any further information or to give

personally any comment which may at a given moment seem useful.

4.9,
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June 7, 1944

Memorandum for Grace Tully:

Attached is a copy of the
Czechoslovak-Russian Treaty of Friendship that
the President might want to see.

I have marked the specific
provision on the last page which makes it appli-
cable to Poland if Russia and Czechoslovakdia

consent.

bocen Loy



June 7, 1944

KEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

1) Attached is a copy of the Czechoslovak-Russian
Treaty of Friendship.

2) By its specific tems in the Protocol it is
applicable to Poland with the mutual agreement of Czechoslovakia
and the U.5.5.R.

3) It may possibly be, as suggested in a prior
memorandum, that the Soviet Union will be willing to deal directly
with the Foles for the purposes of extending the Czechoslovalkia
Treaty to the Poles if certain conditions as to the make-up of
the Polish Government, etc,.,are met to the satisfaction of the
Russians.

Attachment



CZECHOSIOVAK-RUSSIAN THEATY OF FRIENDSHIP
The Text of the Communique by the Czechoslovak
Minletry of Foreign Affairs, December 14, 1543

Of late negotistions have been undertaken by the Government of the
Czechoslpvek Fepublic and the Union of the Soviet Socimlist Republics for the
concluslon of an egreement of friendship, mutual assistence end postwar co-
operation. These negotiatione progreesed in an atmosphere of amity end mutual
understending and led to the signature on December 12, 1943, in Hoscow, of &
Treaty of Friendship, Mutual Aesistance and Postwer Co-operation between the
Czechoslovek Hepublic and the Union of the Soviet Socialist Hepublics. The
Treaty wae eigned at the Eremlin on behelf of the President of the Czechoslowvek
Republic by M. Zdenek Flerlinger, Czechoslovek Ambessedor in the U.E5.5.E. and
on behalf of the Presidium of the U.S5.5.R. by M. Viecheslav Mikheilovich Molotovw,
Feople's Commieser for Foreign Affairs.

THE THEATY

The Preeident of the Czechoslovak Fepublic and the Fregidium of the Supreme
Council of the Union of Soviet Soclalist Hepublice, desiring %o modify end sup-
plement the Treaty of Mutual Aseistence exieting between the Czechoslovak Republic
and the Union of Sovliet Socislist Hepublice and signed at Pregue on May 16th,
1935, and deeiring aleo to confirm the stipulations of the agreement reached
between the Government of the Czechoslovak Republic and the Government of the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics relating to Joint actlon in the war against
Germany, and signed at London on July 18th, 1941:

desiring to collaborate after the war for the maintenance of peace end for
the prevention of further aggression by Germany, and to secure a lasting friend-

ghip after the war, and mutual peace co-operation



have decided to conclude a treaty for that purpoese and heve appointed
as their Plenipotentiaries:
The President of the Czechoslovek Republie,

M. Zdenck Fierlinger, Ambaseador of the Czechoslovek Rewublic in the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics;

The Presidium of the Suvnreme Council of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Hepublics;

M, Viacheslav Mikhailovich Molotov, People's Commiesar for Foreign Affairs,
who, heving exchanged their credentials, found in good and due form, have sgreed
es follows:

ARTICLE I

The High Contracting Parties, having mutually agreed to unite in & policy
of lasting friendship and friendly postwar co-operation, as well as of mutual
agsistance, undertake to afford one enother military and other assistance and
support of all kinds in the present wer against Germany end all those States
which are assoclated with her in acts of aggression in Europe.

ARTICLE II

The High Contracting Parties underteke not to enter, during the present wer,
into any negotlations with the Hitlerite Government or any other Government in
Germany thet does not clearly renounce all aggreseive intention, and not to
negotiate or conclude, except by mutusl consent, any armistice or peace treaty
with Germany or any other State assoclated with her in ects of aggression in Europe.

ARTICIE III

Confirming their pre-war policy of pemce and mutual mesistance, formulated
in their Treaty signed at Prague on May 16th, 1935, the High Contracting Parties
undertake that, if one of them should, in the postwar period, become involved
in hostilities with Germany, should the latter revive her policy of "Dreng nach

Osten," or with any of the States which may unite with her directly or in any



other form in such a war, the other Contracting Party will immediately afford
the Contracting Party, thus involved in hostilities, all possible military and
cther support and assistance which are at their diepoeal.

ARTICLE IV

The High Contracting Parties, having regard to the interests of the security
of each of them agree to co-operate in & close and friendly manner after the re-
establishment of peace, ae well as to act in accordance with the principles: of
mutual respect for their independence and sovereignty, as well as of non-inter-
ference in the internal affairs of the other State. They agree to develop their
economic reletions upon the broadest possible scele and to afford each other all
proseible economic aseistance after the war,

ARTICLE V

Each of the High Contracting Parties undertakes not to conclude any alliance
and not to take part in any coalition directed agminst the other High Contracting
Party.

ARTICIE VI

The present Treaty comes inte force irmediately upon its signature end is
subject to ratificetion in the shortest poesible time; the instruments of rati-
ficatlon shall be exchanged in Moscow as soon as poseible.

The present Treaty shall remain in force for a rverled of twenty years from
the time of its signature, it being understood ihat, unless at the end of the
sald period of twenty years, twelve monthe before its expiry, either Party has
notified his desire to terminate the Treety, it shall continue to remain in force
for further pericds of five years until either of the High Contracting Parties
chall have notified in writing, twelve monthe before the lapse of the current
period of five years, his intention to terminate it.

In witness whereof the Flenipotentiaries have signed the present Treaty and

have affixed thereto their seals,.



Done in Duplicate in Moscow on 12th Decemver, 1943, in the Czechoslovak

and Hussian languages, both texts being equally authentic,
SIGNATURE PROTOCOL

The Parties have agreed that if any third country which bordere on the

Czechoslovak Republic or the Union of Soviet Socialist Xepublics, and has been

—

the object of Garman aggression in this war, should dnsira to associate itgelf
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with thie Ireaty, it will be given an nppnrtunity, after mutual agreement batwaun

tha Euvurnmﬂnta of tha Gnechoalnvak Rapublic and the Union of Enviet Sociali:t
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partite agreement.
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