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We haYo hoard hero oYer tho radio that tho A.erioaa people 

wore horrified at tho """ of tho territio bombillg ot thie talnl and the ho~~pital 

and .&aerioan llboion. It aeOIU lllcredible but I wu right ill tho llicl.et of tho 'llllolo 

altair and ... what happened aad 'thare oan be no dottbt but that the bollll>a wore ai»d 

at ua. 

brl7 Yricl.ay 1110rnillg Jut u 1 wu dipping lllto t he hot -.tor 

to aha Yo 1D front of rq t .. t we heard the ollillowo droning of hRYi 17 1110tored airplane•. 

We han all be"" here oo long w1thou.t aeythillg reall,y happeneillg that at firat 110 one 

actual!¥ grupecl. the fact that 1t wu the l taliana 'IIIlo were oolling. 1 ran out and 

stood b;y a feliCe to uo. OYer the liOillltaine to the northeaet throup a low paea were 

coming four hQSe trlmotorod monoplane•· Agallllt the green and brown of the mountain side 

t ho ailYer ehlpe glietened beantltull;r u they ewept ill upon ue in perfect formatiOIII• 

.U 1 watched thall coM, tho;y were nr;y alow being henil;y loaded and olcl,l atM a large 

black object dotatch itaolf &Dd deaollld from the loadillg plane 1D a long alow parabola. 

u 11 t near the -11 'DDWIOd airport Jut below ue .'!'here wu a tromelldoua orub and 

a oollllllll of dirt and e1110lce ehot up into the air. 'l'here wu no doubt • 'l'ho naliane wore 

011 
top of ua, Behind the four lRdillg plaaea o ... two more fol'll&tiOIIII of three each. 

uter that tint bolll> we aoar••l7 had tiM U think• llaol>ine gwu begaa to 

chatter • !he heaY;y dr<lllillg of the aldpa aboYe echoed and reechoed ill thia IIIOilllt&lll 

bowl. '1'ho oruh of bollll>a ,the o.,.illg a~~.ttar or the antiquated anti airore.tt 011 tho 

from t~- old rifle• and ehotgwl8 and r ..,olYorl of tho nat1Yoa 
hille aboYe ua,the ahota ~ 

Of t~- pon,lation cl.ubing for ahelter made an illdeeoribable din. 
and tho ehouh and cr lee ... ,.. 

III>J.ea and dollke;ya and doge terrified 1D b;y tho nolae from 'llllloh tho.r oould not ••capo 

tore IMI417 along the roacl.a and orubed thr~ tnoooe, ltr•J\70111 111 that tint tow lli~mha 

of ahook and aurprlao raa about w1ldJ.7, c ......... were ;yellillg tor 'their 1011 .. , 'bllt 
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their Bthiopian helper• ha4 oourried for •~tety. Journaliata were ruaning for gl .. aea 

and oamer .. and a~et7• But there wu no a~et;y. 1 ,)wlwed into our truck intending to 

drin into town but wu atopped b;y .Lint~ Walla the llerald !l:ribune oorreapolldent who 

ha4 been in town when the planes uri'redo lie wae wildl;y excited and ;yelled at me that 

the town wu JMd, that the people were ahootlng and that ~ bullet ha4 torn hie ooat 

There wu no doubt about that either. 1 stopped and together with .U olaldron .rox 

KoTietone photographer ,incidentall;y from Waahington, ran for the hoapital, We thought 

we oould get onto the roof and eee into the town trom t here. But Juat aa we got pd 

of the truck an inoendiary bomb fell t wo feet behind, 1t burnt the truck and aent it 

into a luroh, 1 got back in and droTe it along aide the hospital, But that waa not e&te 

h0W11Ter 1 lett it there . Bomb I were dropping all around ua both ineendiar;y and high 

exploaiTeo 1 heard the patienta in the hoepital or;ying wildl;y. '•'here were some sixty 

odd mainly old men and women with l eproay and other horrible diseases. The hoepital 

workere had run aw~y. So with Sorrenson and Stadin the miasionariee I helped carry 

out the patients . FiTe bombs dropped squarely on the hospital while 1 waa in it. One 

l it in the anttroom to the operating room and burning in ~ corner destro;yed a caae con-

taining moat of the operat 1ng instrument.. Vie could not pu.t the bomb 011t aa i t contain-

ed aome aort of. chemical whioh flared up fiercely When water wu thrown on 1t, A eecoJid 

bomb tell in a small back room containing four patienta. 1 wont describe that. Outeide 

bombs were falling all uouJid, An incendiar;y hit a Red Cross tent alao containing 

instruments and burnt it to the ground. 1 counted forty-three bombs in all which fell 

within the Kiesion compouJid, 

1n the town the con1'1aion was terrible • .lleaTy axploain bo01ba weighing 

at least a hundred kilograms were thrown eTerywhere eapeoiall;y at the center which ia 

Just a oroaaroada of badly cobbled etreeta . •ncendiuieo were falling like rain• 

Tukula,natiTe grass thatched huta,were ~ire all oTer. BeaTy black and yel low amoke 

poured up and ooTered the town with a deue pallo And cont1nu0111l7 &boTe ua for more 

~han one Jlaur wu that tee.rtul meDAOing droning of the tr1moton . exploein bomb• 

ell all about the old palace,ne~r the Italian conaulate &nd Just below t h.e Ktaaion, 
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S•ller uplooin 'boal>o clropp.cl ner1'fbere . 'Phe clu.ll 'b- of explooiou , t h e ohaUer 

ot aohl.tle BUM bo\h on \he gro1111d Nlcl in the planu, the ohrieu and cri .. or the 
wOWidecl &Del the wilcl ye llo ot the ohootlfe warrior. beat about ua &Del -e a r aout 
&llcl ~proar 1 will not ooon forget . It waa terrible &lid tr ishtentna. 

'l'he pl&lleo ._.,t ott towardo the oouth.Ut &llcl tor a tn aiwtee we had a 
breathing epell , 'l'he wOWided and d71na began to oc~» in carried by tho1r re latheo 

or bobbling &llcl orawl1ng as boat they oou.ld. Whit e oham&ed t i<lw'u with horrible great 

oproacling red p&tchll on the Wbito gar...,to etr....,.cl put ua, 'Iemen and children and old 
men out &llcl torn and broken. UDIIIlderetandl.Dg,trightened,IIIOanillg they tiled paot like 

lh .. p o'l'ho 8QIIa ceued t1rl.Dg t.ll4 a deathl7 111811Ce OetUed oYer t h e town , 'l'hen the 
wild waillna ot WOI':IeD crying t or t hair dead ro,. from the t iiiOb t.114 cluat , lt wu 

'l'hen t rom the oouth we "'" Nlcl heard the pl&lleo returning, !!'bat eecolld 
aUack was tar woree tlwl \he tirot in ito coral effect. 'l'he tirot 0&116 oo qu.lokl,7 

t.ll4 '<lnexpeotedl,7 that we hac! no time in which t o think or be atraid.ht the eeoolld time! 

By then we had tolt the toroe ot the bom'bo , eoen people blown to bit e &llcl houaeo torn 
apart . Wo had oeen the tir eo &Del smeU t he ,..,b t.ll4 otench or rautl.Dg tleOh o 'fo lalft' 

wl>at wu coaing, And t hat oeoond wu an nen fiercer attack than tha first, ~here wao 

a perfect r ain of 'boe'bo , 'big tiD4 •-11 uplooiYe and 1noendi&r7o llo.ohine gw11 were 
tired at uo from the air and the fal l ing 'bullete ot the ithiopiano gw11 were nearl7 
ao danglroua, Screaaing people ran at1.7 to eeeape a death 'lbJ.ch wao ner,wllere• 

Wo•e cowered oTer their children by the ro&dlide teyl.Dg to protect th ... I later eaw 
oM I'QCh poor .. ther wbc with her two children had 'been OOOG>letel7 deoa)itated. '~hen 
attor an hour t.ll4 a quarter ot ote~ bombardment t.ll4 aohine gunning the pl&lles went 
awa:r northwarde towardo .l.a-.a. ~Oh1Dd them \hey l ett tha 1101t terri'ble , the 110et horri\le 

cleo-tion I han ner oeen or nar want to ""' 

Cagt&in ~ioby,an Irilb.an workl.Dg horo with the Red Crou, came and wanted 

ooa011e with a n-w.k to clriu hi• iato \he t-,•• w r e ool7 the hnndred ;rardo _..,, 

to pother uP the wouncled. I YOl'QDteer..S. 'l'oc-ther with Waldron wo went in 'beiac the 
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fJrot nita- 1Jito the t....,, Of COIU",. we ha4 to 10 bv.t l t wu doll::a1ac• Deo4 
&114 -.mglo4 ..,erl"han• " wa.la bu.ni1J16 &114 wraolr::o4 loa.1141Jip. llulae with their luld .. 
atr- OYer the atrHtl aa>4 op&ttero4 &~Oilt • l:ep &114 'bUo of people han &114 there • . . 
B orrl'blo ••11• 01114 tr1sbteno4 crt ... 1'hreato troa the pe ople wll,o on~ tza.w that the7 
ha4 aac t heir own 'br oltaD aD4 lll&llgled b7 whltao frOG the a ir aD4 that we ware white• 
"• ~~ p1otwea aD4 Aotea &114 gathered ~ wov.aded &114 ruhed th• b&cl: t o the hoapltal 
&114 then otarto4 aplJI. Beh1JI4 ua thll tJ• tollowa4 the .Par&IIIOUI1t t ruck. Ju.at be7o.,. 
the oroearoo4a •• 1JI trent heard w11.4 7alla trom 'beh1114. I atoppo4 &114 a bv.llat th"CI44ed 
into the »th1op1&11 1Jiterpreter beside •· Ba al......,a4 lihot thrOIIBI> the .,... the 'bona 
ot1ok1J16 01>t 1JI oanral plaoeo, Beh1JI4 ua 1JI the other truck a ~~'r1110h oorreopondct 
George Go7011 .... ahot thrOIIBI> the lag Juat lihOTa the 11:11 ... farge• the llaarat camera­
..,. ha4 a bullet paao betwean hie lap a1JIB1116 hh trou.taro . We ruah o4our wOWid.ed back 
were rq _... ha4 hla ano &llpl1t ated an operaU011 wll,Joh ldlled h!., ~lAB the truck 
we found two bnllat holaa 1JI lt• We were !1ro4 Oil b7 »thlopiau 1JI tho town . ~t 1 
c&1111ot find U 1JI r1f1 heart to bl ... thea. 1 waa too u- of baiJlB white attar ,.,iJIB 
wll,at other white• had juat dona to wll,at to a ll b t•ta &114 pllr}IOiao -to t o a 
dofenoeleeo town • 

.Back at the Miaoion 1 fOWid. the 814 Croat and ho opital J....S. be7oDd capaoiv 
The llootore a01>ld not cope with tho wOWlded atreaa111g 1JI, 'l'he J:th1opi&l1 -•ro of the 
,.ad Croat ware pract1call7 uaalaao u 1 ha4 thOIIBI>t that the7 w011ld be , Ccmtuo4 &114 
terrified the7 ran a'bOIIt aillleoal7 • .lloul7 were ahaiJIB altogether. So 1 pitched Jn to 
help. ilaTiJIB had axpericce 1JI llr Grll1tella hoapitalo on the Labro4or &114 1a1.0h on 
axped1tlcmt1 1 c01114 gift ohlorofono aa>4 a:ila otltoh up people &114 b&Ddaga.1f1th a 
1Jerll&l1 doctor - a polilh aadetant talkiJIB 1JI broke tr....oh 1 llelpo4 oare tor au 
JmD4red &114 ol.., ... 0&101, 1 pn fort7 odd chlorofOnooo J or 1110r1 than JliJII houri We 
worko4 wlthO\It food or ••II:M ol-U...~ ••lAs oparatJJlB OD •- aD4 
childrc 1114 ol4 people . O..t of t he total killed &114 wOIID414 OD17 !Jn aol.4iera were 
wOI>Jlded, .Ul the raat ware 1111happJ, 1JioffiiDI1n o1T1l1au. J.a the7 eat aD4 1&7 a'bav.t ' 
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/ a ot help bllt wODder what it wao all about. ~ wu it that wo- ha4 to haTo their 
lep oaahed ott , thoir brouh tora ...., with bolll> epl1atont 1hJ .Ud UUlo ol>ildrc 
baTe to be br0\18ht to ,.. bliDded by 1Dco11•U.ary bolll>o their tacoo &114 1h1D bo41oo 
llllnlt aDd pitted b7 tl71Dg ohe.ioallt What ha4 happced to the world Ollto14o that I a 
Whit- oh011ld bo - awiDC v,p 4arll: bo4iu or ouU1J18 ott 4arll: 11111>1 IIIIUoh ha4 b­
MZ~ghd ID4 hurt br other Whit...,, Wu thlo a tru. ex&q)lo of tho great Whih ,oiT1l­
isatioD of Whioh wo ha4 b- t&ll6bt to be oo pr01141 

'l'horo 0&11 bo llO doubt Wt that tho attaoll: on tho hoopltal WU do11borato , "h1oh 
io illexplloal>lo tor oOTC"al r .... ou. 71l'lt thero _. a large ad Crooo pAillted 011 tho 

~ 

root of the holpibl , I 1aw it ~QJWilt u I orawlod o11to tho root to oxaaine tho hol11 

oro11 probablr did not ohow v,p well. Bnt thoro wore other red oro•••• about 011 bulldlllcl 
ID4 011 eall tl&p l71lll on the grOIIJid, Suppooe,howonr,that thllo oould 11ot bo IIIII • 
Sv,ppo11 that all the aTiatoro could 111 from abon wu tho Jourul1otl collectioD ot t.a1 . 
1D4 tMICka 111 the llht1011 oaaq>OUDdo l'rom aboTo tho t111to ot our IIIC&IIP"'IIIt &114 that ot 
the lied Crooo which e4Jo111e4 '0.1 mlpt han looked lib a mllltarr 111o·~· Bownar 
the aeoODd &114 moot ~ oTideDOo &~&1111t the Itali&DI 11 tho tact that tor ;yoaro 
there baa boe11 &II lta11&D OOILI\llah 111 Dell71• 'l'ho loUldillc 11 ~ , .,.. tour 
lmndred J&rol from tho ODd of the II1Uio11 oompOillldo llow both ll111i011 aDd CoiUIUla'tl han 
bom aide b7 aide tor rear•, 'l'he ltall&D oouul Doohr llroiW wu otto11 treated ill 
the K1e1ioD ho•p1tal br ~ootor Stadill• lt 11 inooaoiOTablo that,atter a ll the oaro~ 
dotallod repor h 11h1oh wore 1111t 011t ot llth1op1a b7 the lbllau 1ta\1o- hero, that 
the oxiltenoo of th.11 111111011 aDd itl exaot oitut1o11 should Dot han booll li:JIOWD aDd 
what 11 aon marked 011 tho •P• Whioh the l tali.a aTi&toro wro •arrr1lll· 

It 11 po1oiblo to 1a7 that booaaae tho 111o11011 wu &lid 1o 10 olooo to tho 
Itall&D CoiiiUl&to ill whioh tho ~ror wu 11T1118 that t ho bolll>o whioh toll 011 tho 
111oaioD wore r eallr 111t011dod tor the Con.oulate 111 &II OlldoaTor to kill tho loiperor. 
But tho •-<DIX aoourato ohoot1Dc dooo 011 tho old palaeo aDd 011 tho cmtor ot tOWII 
dooa 11ot boar thil out, fhoM aT1atoro fl71lll ill tho11 llow .Upo al>oTe ua li:Jiw their 
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Job• &D4 certalnlJ could throw their bombe with precitioD. I haYe be en all oYer town 

eneral u,.., &D4 arOWid the palace ahecldJl6 &D4 thoee Italian bo711 wue good o 

It wu eomething to wttneu &114 experieDCe &D4 write about , The Jtal1ant 

turDiehed the tiDal tov.oh ~t u the )'began the affair. 0... ot the aYiator• rid1Dg 

1D plane JD1IIIber D1Det)' enc threw out a bottle c ontaiDiDg thh MUage• 

" Hurrah f or I talJ, Rurr&)' for llw>e , ilurr&T for the IUDg, We oarr7 the tricolor 

the sign of t he Llotore of Faciom,the eign of the ciY111sation of iOM, We salute )'OU 

llegus,B aile Se1&111e , Did )'our umbrella do ;ycu &D7 good toda¥7 Bow did )'cu lib our 

.lioouito? • 

F1Dllh1Dg J1iP rq dreeolng,wear)' &D4 tired aDd aiel f rOf• t he ell.olorotom,t 
• 

looked at the wOWided lJ1Dg a bout 1D the laml'light with red ota1Ded b&Ddagea tied 

about their l imbe an4 bodies , ~he"oign of the ciYilisatioD of ao .. •, I fell aoloep 

a Yer;y dieillue i oDed WbitemaD. 

Saturday morDiDg fiTe more Italian p lane• droned ~ from out oYer the shimmer­

i.Dg Dana1c11 dourtnt o the oouth and .... t, l:'he;y were pl&Deo with oinglo motors aDd black 

bodies &D4 oilnr w1Dgo. ~hat their comlng nearl;y frightelled u t o death it putting 1't 

ml.ldl;y. llltt the;y palled aloDg t h e edge of ton dropp1Dg ODl)' two hnge oxploetn boabe 

aDd oDe crate of 1DceD4iar1ee • .Ul alued. the plan" w..,t CD Dorth aDd attacked the 

lmporial guard camped twent;y-fiYe milo• from h ere droppping more thaD eight;y big boabt 

anl;y thirt)'-fin of which exploded. 'l'hit hat baeD true of all tho It allan bombe. Sc 

tar at wo can check Dot 1110re t han t1tt7 percent han exploded.The;y ,..,t han beeD made 

of yer7 poor ~~~~oterial or 1D a great 11Drr7. Or pouiblJ tbe;y han gotttD d..., 1D the 

raiD)' uuon. 11M all tho bOfll)o w!Uoh were dropped exploded there WOilld han heeD YV)' 

little lett or u or or »-••1•· 
I han ,..,t Jeabella two pac'keto of epl1Dtero from t he bollbe &114 AD 1DceD4i&rJ 

cue. 'l'he oteel ot the bombo 1e nearl7 u !Doh 1D thicm••• &114 ftlo the bomb• 

explode the ned tear• lllfoldJl6 the 11101t utv.l epl1Dter1 • a.el')'OM hat an edge like a 

mt.te • .&.a nel')'ODI of the 1pl1Dter1 hu beeo torD th11 'W&1 we ban oCDOltl4ed that 10101 
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~oial gracle or tne ot otHl io belJI4f uood in their conotruotlon. It thio io truo 

tho Jta U &lU o - ot nry well - C'llt a oa5o ag&111.1t tho IIUUopiaao ~>oo...,.1 •-
ot tbaa tiro cm.dua bo.lloto, 'l'ho11 oplintero aro tar tar woroo thAD ...., load bo.Uot oOilld 

1 haTe rocolTod a cable rooall1JI4f me. It o~~me Ju,et pr.,.iouo t o tho boab!Jig 
and oviau}T ~ waa "-diato}T followed b;r one ordering me to ota;t• :linoo tho 
exoito~~e~~t 1 haTe rocohed aoro ord.era to ro-in hero t or a time but ao tho otor;r 
hao conU.Jma4 tor oo long without an;r real nowo the papor 5 are getting Urod or tho 
eXpell.lo ot n op!Jig WI a ll C'llt hero. 7or which J cannot blame tham. lt hao boon a moot 
inter eot!Jig oxperhrnce tor ao, .&a I thl.nk I ..,tloned when J wrote t o 7011 botore 1 
lett l wanted to o- to "" whothor or not an African race o011ld,in the taco at 
threa tened oxUnotlcm,cooperato and org&lll.ao thomeol'foo . !o me this hal boon tho moot 
intor .. t!Jig aapoot ot th.lo trip to llthiop1a. ~ 1 han r eached tho ooncluo ion that 
onn theoo •hioplall.l,who are not negroo bllt who coratin}T han negroid blood in them, 

cannot org&lll.ae withOiltc:outeido he lp , Tho boot ot t~,tho .. who haTe ha4 lilu.ropoaa 
educatioll.l haTe a Tonoor ot abllit7 and o1Tiliaatian,bo.t UDder otrHo it collap1e1• 
Without the l!llid1JI4f hand ot ouch - hero ao Collen the .._rloan,'l'hl ~rHlc llootcr 
and Colone l 11eu1 tho B olglan IUl1tar7 a4T1aor and t ho othoro th.lo c01U1tr7 would han 
complotoq fallen apart in the taco ot the Italian threat. a ... olnUon and 1ntr}«uo and 
aone:r grabbing would han br oken dDwn .,.or;r 1oabl1Doo ot goT0%11MDt. 

lor B aile Selaooi o I cannot la;f too .aoh, Bo 11 10 raporior t o t ho &Tir&gl 
Jlthiopian that it la d1ttioult t o bolion t hat he 11 1rul7 ODe ot thea. l or dip1t7 c011rago and ccurtoo7 I han ,..,.ar Mt h.lo .qual. ~ tho callll wa:~ in which ho paoooa 
thr~ ono crhlo attor another 1ll41caUa thot he hao tr-ndouo control. Bo actv.ll7 worlcod a II&Ch.iM £llD ag&1nlt tho UaU&~U,thon w.a down uongot tho wounded. Bo roalba4 
how III>Ch -tho correopondont o tolegr.- about t ho bombing did tor hil c...,.o oo laot 
nlpt he gan WI a dinnlr .hom wharo ho prodv.ced tho t oed 11114 wino l -ot I'UII •illt 
tor DoooJO,oltuated hlp 1o1110npt tho poalca ot JU>lopla tar tram tho rallwa7 t ho dimlar 
wao oxoop t1onall7 good• 'l'ho corroopondonto tv.nlod JP in llhalcl panto ,owoatoro ud po.ll 
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oYera, I o one had &>cythill& deo1111t to wear u we h&Te be1111 CU~pill& tor nearq ,. 

110nth now. :&ut it lll&de no dittereaca. In the ~ old p&l&ce nrrOIIDI!.ed b;y bomb 

orr.tera IUl4 'IUUaplo4ed bombe ,in & room pr.perecl with the utr- in horrible reel 

IUl4 green aD4 71llow wall peper we ware eerTecl b7 terT&Ilh wearill& rnolnn &lld cart­

ridge belte while guards ttood &bout carr;ying ritlea• Guol1ne l&llteru turnilhed the 

light • lleh1n4 the .ibperor u he aat &t the h e&d of the t&bU otoo4 the O&llOP7 UDdar 

which hit thrcne il plr.oed tor audiencee. 'l'he ohe&peet tort of ir.p&llet e print• 

decor& ted the wall•, ~til in IUOh & eettill& the pawer &lld peraonal1t;y of the •peror 

lll&de iteelt teU, I do not think th&t there 11 & tingle correopolldent here who hu come 

into &ll7 contr.ot with Hie lo!&Jeety who hu not the moet protOIIDI!. reepect tor hill. 1 

near l t 7 wrote atteotion tor eTsryone hu the deepe.t e;ympath;y tor the man &lld &11 hi• 

troublee . 1 h&Ye dined four tlmea &t h1a t&ble now tl(iwe with onl;y two other whitee 

present &ll4 I muat a&y th&t ot &11 the rulers I haTe met a &ile Seluaie ie one of 

the moat completely courteou.e IUl4 d18nit1e4 &lld thaaghttul. 

'l'here CAll be little doubt ,howeyer, th&t the only true solution of thie 

Ethiopi&ll problem would be to plr.oe lthiopia under acme torm ot inte~tion&l m&Dd&te. 

I t they bel1on th&t they han won the war the Ethiopi&lle will be tet br.ok &t le&at 

,. hlllldrecl yeara. Viotor;y will be oonatrued by them &a & Tindior.Uon of their policy 

of iaol&t ion from the white &lld more ciTilhed portiona of the world. MT&nce,educaticn 

8&nitation ,policill& &lld such will be intinitel;y retarted• The li:laperor 1 feel certain 

from oonTertt&iona with him would be willill& to r.gree to aome form ot .Le116Ue control• 

He h&8 hh own internal dittioulUee of which we han onl7 & taint ide&• 'l'he old 

r eactiOn&rJ group here are hard &B&inlt him, Internationr.l control thrOQ6b the :lalperor 

would do IJI>Ch to ttrengthllll hie han4e &ll4 malce it poaeible tor him t o pv.t thraagh the 

reforme whioh he knowe are neoe••&r7• Su.oh inhrnaUon&l control would a lao paYe the 

W&J tor ,. grr.du&l penetr&tion ot white• &ll4 the eubesquent deTelopment ot the reeouroee 

ot Ethiopir.. 'l'heoe ,&t le&at the r.grioultur&l IUl4 putoral reeourcu ,are Ter;y gre&t IUl4 

haTe eoarsely be1111 to~. 
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~ 1 have not written before beoau.e there wae no rea l newt to aen4 and beoau.a 
there hu been auch a tlood ot "thiopi.an Mhri&l in ner7 pv.blioation that 1 belieTed 
,you ~a~.et han ha4 more than enouah nen . But thia I witneu aooount ot the actual 
boabiJ18 ot the American llillio.n M¥ be interutiJ18. 1 hope ao . 

Row that 1 am returni.ng t am taoed with the gran probl• ot 'ltl&t 1 a hall 
do . Uric& l think 1e tiniahed eo tar aa 1 am CODcerned. The o011tinent il aUll Y&ltl.J' 

intereetill8 to me , ot cOIU'ae ,&Dd al~ will be but 1 han children growiJ18 up and 
.lhioa 1e not a country tor them. iducation ie impcuible to obtain an4 .. k1118 a 

l1Till8 1a &lmolt equally aa impouible • 1 han epent 1101t ot m:r money tollowiJ18 u.p 
my eoientitio work in .Rhodeai& and 1 cannot any loneer attord to oontimle that. l 

still believe in the worth ot thia work but it 11 too expenain and too 10118 drawn out 
tor a.nyone e.xcept a ver1 rich mot.n to pa,y tor out ot his own pocket. 1 han learned an 
eno11110\U1 amouut trom thbe Te&re in Uriu. but they do not aeem t o be able to do me 
much good except in one possible ~· 

'l'welTe yean ot inti-te contaot with negrou haa giTen me an u.nder at&nding 
ot their preble~ • 1 haTe atu.died the probl~ ot tropical agriou.ltu.re,ot tropical 
z:oeat r&1siJI8 ,ot u.nitation,hou.aiJI8 and ~~edicaUon intenehel.J' tor ,..ara. A:l 7011. 

know 1 had m,y own laboratory on 1bamba• I haTe liTed throu.eb thrll different typea ot 
British Coloni&l adminiatration and have etu.died the South .lhio&n and Portu.gu.aae 

s111teme ot gonrniJ18 natina. Now I han added to thia experience nearl,y halt a year 
ot atud,y ot the lthiopi&DI• 

Ameriu. I haTe felt tor oome Ume hao a diltinot lack ot men Who han had 
colo::tial experience and Who are fitted to take ~ admlnht ratin and other work in 
our colonial poaaeasiona. Before 1 lett tor thia trip to ithiopi& I had thou.gbt Tery 
aeriou.aly of &pplJ'ill8 tor eome aort ot work in our leat 1ndiea. I once liTed on 

Dominica tor aenr&l montha &nd tha probl- ot those ialanda and ial&Ddera han 
intere1 ted me aver eince• Now &I 1 look f orward to returnill8 to America the thought 
occurs to me that the apot in Which 1111 years ot experience in .lhioa could be turned to 

the greatest adTantap would be in the Virgin hl&Dda. So I am Tenturill8 to t&ke 
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/ t b e TerJ ue&t Ubwt7 ot uld.D8 7011 1t 7011 tlliDlc that tbere algbt be some poeition 

in tha sonrDJU~Dt adminl~tuUon or tbe )rgln Ial.aDde Wbloh I oould till? I c&nnot 

tbinlc ot " tn> e ot work whloh would be of more inter .. t nor one wbioh 1 could do to 

better adYaDt aa- . I bope that I ..., not pr .. ualng 1n •king ROb " requeet 1111d that 

7011 wil l not be otten4e4. 

lfot lcnooriDs exaot1,r when I eb&ll return I c&nnot gin ;you ~ addre•• bere. 

1 eball oert&lnl:y be gone tr~ Peosye bet ore long and I eoweely t b l nlc tbat I eb&ll be 

in J.d411 A.beb& tor more tbllll " net or w o &t tbe 11101t. I eb&ll alii CbrietiiiU witb 

rq t&a117 wbich 18 " nrr unh&J•P7 ei~ticn. We epent lut CbrlltiiU don~14e the oil 

4ook 1n '1'rln14ad• I belin I 11nt 7011 " cw4 trom there . J.ltbou6h tbll will be Ter7 ate 

2ermanent addreos 
" PraDo h C.llo)"t 

22 ~t 40 etreet 
liew York C1t7 

• 



t ii.ITAAV INfi.LLIOENC:f'" OIVI.ION 

I IN •t:"l-"IHO "'"'"' 10 

WAR DEPARTMENT 
OFFICE OF T HE CHIE F OF S TA FF 

WASHI N GTO N 0 C . ) 

DecembeT 26, 1935, 

IIDIORANDUII FOR Tl!i CHID' OF S'l'AJ'!': 

AccoTdin« t o the beat aYai l able information the number 
ot Italian troopa in laat Africa ia a1 tollowa: 

1, ~e lritrean Arm:~, under llarabal Pietro Bado,;l1o, 1e 
baaed on the Port ot Yaaaaua, baa penetTated aa tar aa Wakale. 
Ite distribution ia aa follows: 

Re,;ular ~ diviaiona: 

11Gav1na.na" .. . • . ...... . .• 
"Sabanda• ...•. . . ..... . .• 
•oran Sauo• .. . ... .•...• 
• s1la1 ••••• • ••••••••••• • 

Total , ....... , 

17,000 
17,000 
17,000 
17,000 
66,000- 66,000 

Corpa troop• (artillery, engineera , tanka, etc,) 53,000 

Jaciat DiYi aiona: 

23d !larch ........ . ..... . 
28th October ••.. . .•• •. . . 
2lat April •••••. .•••••.• 
3d. J&Dlla.r7 ••••.• ••..• 0 •• 

l•t Jebru.ary ••.•••••.••• 
Total , • , .. . .. , 

13,000 
13,000 
13,000 
13,000 
13 ,000 
65 ,000 -

Air Joree ......•....... . . . ..........••.• 

'l'otal white ........ , •... , 

Troop• natl•e: 

65,000 

2 ,500 

188, 500 

The number ot nativa troop• baa been difficult to check, 
'I.'W o diYiaiona are known to be preaent on the lfortheTn Front and 
uameroua detacbmenta, '!'be beat available eatimate ia 60,000. ~~ 
total military atrength on the Northern Front ia, therefore, approxi~ 
matelr 248,500. 

Added to the military force are Italian laborer• to the 



number of eome 30,000 , about 5,000 other forei«n laborer• and an 
indeterminate number of native workmen. 

2. On the Somalil&nd l'ront , under Gen.eral Rodolfo Gra1lani, 
l a a force baeed on Yogadicl o • bleb baa penetrated to Gor&bal, 
Ita composition i a aa follow a: 

"Peloritani Diviaion• •.• . ...•.•• 1?,000 

Corp• Troope • •.. . .. •••...... •••• 10.000 

Total Italian ····· ·· ·•• 2?,000 

lfative •• ••• • ••••• • •• ••••• 0 ••••• • 40,000 

Workmen, Italian •·· · ··········••? 
Workmen, nat ive • indeterminate 

At Aaaab ie atationed a amall force of about one battalion 
of Ital ian troopa, a battalion of native troop• a nd a emall group of 
art1ller7, 

The Tevero Regular Arm¥ Divieion, with the etrength of 
about 1? ,000, hal been mobiliaed in Italy and 1a aaid on good au th­
ority to be embarking ehortly for the Somaltland J'ront. 

The 
of a etrength 
tor .Africa: 
tali one. 

following Jaci eti orgenisationa (of groupe of battalion• 
ot about 4,000 each) have lett or or preparing to leave 
Diamanti , llantagna and a group ot tour eeparate bat-

J'rom tho beet information available, t ho Italiane hAve a 
~imum of 250 planea on the Northern rront a nd about 50 on the Soma• 
11l&nd front . 

Tb.e normal di vlai on orgenllation in Afric.a 1o as follows: 

Headquarter• and Beadquartere Company 
One group of Carabinieri 
One medical aection 
One rubeiatence aection 
One mo tor traneport eection 
One ammunition train 
One ei«n& 1 COillp&D¥ 

One engineer regiment - 1, 000 to 1,500 
One tank COmp&QT 

'ftU'ee regimenta of infantry • 3 bne, of 800 
One regiment of artillery- 3 groupe ?5 pk. Bow. 

1 group 100/1? motor Row, 

A t otal of 1? ,000 with a tightill« ·atrength of about 14,500, 

- 2 -



3. 'l'he J:thiopian rorcn eomprhe about 10, 000 Bel«fa&-
traioed Imperial Guard. 50,000 irrejlt\llar troop• and an UDde­
terained number of tribal le?ita, equipped •ith about 200, 000 
modern rlthe, 800 .-ehlo ... ft\lDI, '100 aut-tic rltlee , lM aoU• 
aircraft sun•. 3 bathrltl of O.rm&JI aountain cun• an4 9 plan .. . 
'l!le7 han about 400 trackl, a f .. radio• aod probabl7 about 
120,000, 000 cartrid«e•· 'l'he7 are euppoaed t o be dhpoeed at 
folloore: 

On the Northern JTont, oppoeite the Italian r i «ht , • hich 
11 under General llara•icna, h Ran .ATalau • Uh about 150,000. 
Oppoeite the Italian center, • h1ch i1 UDder General Biroli , are 
Rau Iau-u and Ban !Aua who are auppoud to ha•e nearl 7 100,000 
troopa, Oppoaite Santini, oo the Italian left, ia Baaa Se)"Um, 
Go•ernor of 'l'iu• Pro•i nce, with about ?5,000. On the extreme 
left of the Italian l i nt, acme 40,000 aore lthiopiana are reported, 

In the South, oppoli te General Grada nl, are reported, 
from ••at t o eaat-, :Ba,~oud. with 35, 000, Deata Dentu •ith ?5,000, 
ln the Sbiboli RiTer .allt7. Then in the •lcinit7 of Barrar and 
Ji«fp h Bau 'luibu, with Vthib Paaba aa hie Chief of Staff, with 
about 80, 000. 

4. !be f ollo•i D& eaaualtlee • ere reported b7 the Italiana 
up to Dee...,ber let: 

!til ltd; 

Ita lian officer a , o •••• o o o o o o o o o o o o o,. 4 
Ita lian enliated rcen • ••• o •• Oooooooo o • 9 
Jrat1Ye • • • • • • • • • . • .. • . • • . . • • . • . . . • • . • • • 92 

!oupd.td; 

Italian otficera • •• ••············· · ·• 7 
Italian enlieted men • ••••••• •• ······ • 11 
Jlat1•• • • • • . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . • 145 

Total deatha . all eauaea: 

M.111 t&r"7 .......... .. ......... ........ • 241 
I t ali an workmen • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 229 
RatiTe workmen • • • • • • . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . 7 

Since December lit there have been ae•eral reporte ot caaualUee of 
ueatl7 1ncreaaed •e•er1t7• l n one tlsnt , tor inetance, aouth of 
.uum the Italian• reporttd about 300 killed, and there baa been eon­
Uwoua ekinailhiD& all a loOf: both fronh, 

J., D. S , 

- 3 -



My dear lnr . President : 

DEP4RTMENT OF STATE 

WA8Jii..N. G TON 
J a nua ry 'l , 19_,6 

With ref erenoe to your recent request for further 

i nformation r egarding the military s i tuation in Lthiop ia, 

I enclose a copy of a t elegram received t oday from 

l!r. h'ngert, our Cha1·ge d ' Affa ire a at Addis Ababa . rn 

t his t elegram llr . Engert stres ses the d i fficulty of 

obtaining reliable milit ary infor mation at Addis Ababa , 

particularly since the departure of t he Elnpel·or fo r his 

military h eadquarters at Dessye . However , Mr. Engert 

po ints out t hat the ne1•tly appointed 1Ul1ta%7 Attache , 

Cap tain !.lea de , 1vho arrived at Addis Ababa on Decem-

ber 10 a nd left f or Dessye by mule caravan on Decem­

ber 26, will doubt less report from t here in the near 

:future. Meanwhile, t he Charge d ' Affa ires will send 

for•.;ard within the next f ew days h i s OVID personlll im­

pressi ons o~ the military situat ion . 

In v i e•.v of the absence of adequate means of 

communication bet•.veen the war z ones and t he cllpital , 

I a pprec i ate that it is not an easy I!IJltter for l.!r . Engert 

to 

The President , 

The White House . 
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to obtain reliable in!or:Btion a t Addis Ababa . I feel 

oo~ident , ho1~ver, that he is doing his utmost in the 

mutt er , for he has all along done splendid work under 

most difficult and trying oir oumstnnoes . 

3nolosure: 
Fro~ Addis Abnbn, 
Telesram !lo , 8, 
January 6 , 8 p . m. 

Fn ithfully yours , 



• 
llrp.trlmrnl of flntr 

I f'th r drafrtd 

Tho Pre a 1dent 



JS 

Secretary of State , 

Hnshington, D. C. 

x:xxx 
ADDIS .O.ili.BA (V:U. II R) • 

. D:lted J~nu:try 5 , 1936 

Rec ' d 6 t h 7 :37 p , o , 

B, January 5 , 8 p .m. 

Yom• 2 , Ja nuary 4 , 3 p . m. 

Gr eatly r o(lrot d lay in fol":ro.rdins supplementary 

o1lit~r:r t•eport duo to the u.~usu;1J. dif"iculties in 

obtaining prompt n1:d tloourate i"forcation from various 

sources since the Empet•or l oft tile Capital . Ethiopian 

communit:ues whi c.~ j have been forno,rding by r¥~11 are alnost 

worthles o in nrrivinc at an e stinate of the situation as a 

whole whi le Government sources nnintai n utmost secrecy 

regardinG military affairs . Ita lian and Ethiopian vers ions 

of the name event are often flatly contradictory and 

oommun~cations are so slow and uncertain that even the 

Govern:::ent frequently receives reports only a rtoek or tno 

after t~e incidents they describe , For example, the Govern­

ment O.l":.nunced today some Italio.n bombings \'thich took 

place December 26 but without giving o.ny details . And it 

t ook the British Minister rtho is i11 charge of Swedish 

interests, from December 30 until. yostel'dnv to o.ooortain 

the n :-.r:e of tho Srtodo 11ho 11ns ld.lled near Dolo . 

I h~vo no hesito.tion in snyin6 that 75 per cent of tho 

nertspt~per reports which have gone out fro:n hero r ogardinc 

oilitary 
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1-'ro·n Ado.l1:J Ababn , Jnn . 5 , (JB , 

:'>ilitnr;i ovonts ~lllve boon puro suosswork nnd padding, 

I :>.ssw-.to t'lo Dopnt•tmont r:ould not .-: iah no to duplioa to 

such inf~'>rmation by tologrur>'ting l'u:··ora 11hioh 1\ro oOttl'r~:tt • 

i n c ro.;t profusion . 'l'ho Department will , I boliovo , fi!td 

that I 1mve striven to put nocurnc:; nbovo all elso in "17 

reporti.."l ... . 

I ~hould perhaps add that I had ~turnlly oxpootod 

to enli~~ tho oooporntion of the .ilitary Attache in 

bringin;:; ~·:; report up to dnte but ::.s ho folt ovon noro 

strbng):J thnn I t''ltl t little utUi t~r;; i n..t: orma tion of value 

could :,o collootod itoro ho loft for Doscyo and wil l dou ·t-

1 ess ro;Jort !' .•om thoro . 

~o· :ovor , in order not to di~c.p·toint the Dopartmont, I 

am incorporating sono porsonnl ~~prossions of tho proaont 

t:11lit':'.r:f situation in n ·brief r cj)ort <lhlch 11111 roach you 

in n fo: dnyo . 

JS 
:~oL 
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My dear Mr. President: 

\ " r 

/ 

'. ., 

'(, \ 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia . 
January 10 , 19~6 . 

It was most klnd or you to s end me your good 
wishes tor Christmas and the New Year, and my start and 
I appreciate them deeply, 

The generous terma in which you are good enough 
to refer to the Legation ' s work here are most encouraging 
and we shall all strive hard to merit them. Your own un­
remitting errorts on be~lr or the welfare or the nation 
have been a great inspiration to us, and we have become 
accustomed to look to you tor unseltiab guidance in our 
task or upholding the honor and interests or the United 
States in these remote parts . 

Permit me to refer in par ticular to your wise re­
straint and calm appraiaement or all the facta in an in­
t ernational situation or immense complexity, Viewed from 
the vantage ground or this capital t he clear- beaded prud­
ence or the American Government amidst the saber-rattling 
in Europe has been a reassuring beacon, Although it may 
be a case or righteous men crying in the wi l derness, the 
great moral authority which is ours because we have re­
nounced all desire tor imperialistic conques ts and wish 
tor neither power nor domination over others , i s bound to 
make itself felt . Raving ourselves once fought to end war 
we look with horror upon this mad and anachronistic ad­
venture and have no desire to become involved in it . 

Although your and Secre tary HUll's diaintersted 
warnings s eem to have fallen on dear ears, I r eel con­
vinced that so long aa we are willing to "strive against 
disorder and aggression" - as you have ao well said in 
your Thanksgiving Proclamation - and retuse to aid nations 
which are at war , you will be able to help in leading man­
kind towards se curity and prosperit y. For even the moat 

The President, 

The White House. 



2 -

rigid regimentation or independent thought wil l not per ­
mit a d i ctator l i ghtheartedly t o disregard t he disapprov­
al or the public opinion of the world, if all thos e who 
have the cause of internat i onal justice at hea rt wi ll s eek 
earnestly t o check the wrongful use of force . 

The world is clearly once more at some sort of 
parting of the ways . Forces which make for war seem today 
to be again in the ascendant, and the very framework of 
wes tern civilization may be in danger of collapse . Pious 
professions or peacefUl policies have not been able to pre­
vent the unilateral repudiation of solemn treaties and the 
resort t o violence . You have faithfully interpreted the 
average American ' s fear s of foreign ent anglements , but you 
have also shown t bat unprovoked a ggression i s a matter of 
concern to the whole world. The American people bel i eve 
with you that spiritual forces are, in tho l ong run, more 
powerful than mere phys ical forc e in bringing about hon­
orabl e rules of conduct between government s . Some day , we 
firml.y hope , when world conscience has be come thoroughly 
aroused and is pr operly organized, mor al suasion will suf­
f ice to suppress war . But in t he meantime it i s under 
h i gh-minded leadership such as yours that greater spirit­
ual unity among nat ions and a new philosophy of interna­
tional life must be achieved if all we cherish mos t in our 
heritage is not to perish. 

Vl ith renewed thanks f or your courteous greetings 
I remain, my dear Mr . President, 

Yours very resp ctful Lv---



Yy dear )(t, President: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WA8H I NOTON 

June 12, 19:36 

On Kay 9, 1936, we inatructed Mr. Engert, t he 

Minister Resident a~ Addis Ababa, t o give us, after 

careful inves~igation , t he benefit of his beat judgment 

as to whether i t oould be said that there was no longer 

any recognised military opposition to the Italian forces 

in Ethiopia. It was u:plained to J.lr. Engert that t hia 

information was deaired for uae in considering the pos-

sible revocation of the proclama~ion of October 5, 1935, 

placing an embargo on t he s hipment of arma , ammunition 

and i rq>lemente of war to Italy and i:tbiopia. 

On llay 17 ltr. Engert reported t hat it could hardly 

be aaid t hat the war bad definitely ended al~hough the 

I~alian GOvernment wu moat anxiciua to oreate euoh an 

impreaaion. In thia connection Mr. Engert pointed out 

that aome of the Italian foothold& in t he North were by 

no means aeoure and that penetra~1on of Italian troops 

into 

The President, 

The White Houae. 
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into the Southern area waa boulld. t o be haaardoua and 

slow. On the other halld., he expressed tne opinion that 

organised •11i tary operation in the modern eenae waa un­

likely to deYelop on a large aoale. At the same time he 

pointed out that t here were still a number of Ethiopian 

leader• in the f ield with guerilla banda but it wae im­

poesible to estimate their atrength. Under these oir­

cumatanoee Mr. Engert auggeated that action in the mat­

ter be deferred until the aituation had become more 

clarified. 

On June 4, 1936, instruotiona were sent to Kr. Engert 

requesting such further report• fro• ti .. t o time with 

reepect t o the military aituation aa might help throw 

light upon the eubjeot diecuaeed abo••· On the following 

day Kr. Enger t replied that Italian forces could not be 

aaid to be i n complete control &QyWhere South of the 

Ninth Parallel and West of the rortieth Meridian except 

along the Djibouti-Addie Ababa railway. He added t hat 

there appeared to be no Italian troops Soutn of tne Blue 

Nile aod that the Weatern.oet point e o far occupied in 

central Ethiopia waa the town of Ambo, aome f1fty-fiYe 

m11ee Welt of Addie Ababa. Kr. lngert eta ted, moreo•er, 

that the Italian• had made no effort to penetrate into 

vaet areas in the Southwest of the country and that the 

Italian 
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Italian autboritiee ba4 bien unable to accede to the 
requeet of the Belgian Yinieter for the evacuation of 
eight zuropeane located on coffee plantationa only 

fourteen milee by road from one of the r&ilw&y etatione 

not far from Addie Ababa. The Yinieter Reeident aleo 
etated tb&t hie repeated iuquiriel concerning the welfare 

of Amer1o&n mi .. ion&iriee in the Southern and 8outhweet­
ern part of t» country had alwaye been met with the 

reply that the Italian authori tie• bad no information 

concerning the eituation in that area and that they were 
not prepared to eend any troops there. 

J'rOIII the foregoing deecriptton 1 t would appear that 

the Italian& are no t in control of the area aarked in 
purple on the enoloeed map. It wil l be obeerved that 

thi l area UIOunte to ~~pproxho&tely one-third of the ter­
ri tory of Ethiopia. 

Mr. Engert reporte the receipt of information from 

eome of t he Weetern provtnoel indicating that loo&l 
cbieftainl have eet up government• in thoee areae and 

are keeping reaeonably good order. Diearming of the 
native& b&e apparently been elow and uneatiefactory. 

ror example, llr. EDgert wu informed by Y&rebal Badogl1o 
that only 400 rifle& bad been collected in Addie Ababa. 
Inumuoh ae nearly every Ethiopian wu accueto&ed to 

carrying 
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carrying a rifle ot acme aort the nuaber collected at 
the capital iB ob..-iou&ly extreasely aasall. 'l'be propor­
t i on ot rif le& collected in the pro..-tnoea ia doubtleaa 
e..-en amaller and r eport& ara received that Italian 

con..-oye between Addie Ababa and oeaaye continue t o be 
attacked. 

Wr . Engert pointe out that be doee not wiah to 

convoy the impreeeion that properly oonat1tuted pOlitical 
entitiea oxia t and govern portiona of the country in t he 
naae of tbe l!Diporor or t hat any l arge orga ntaed tor cee 
are in the fi eld even i n thoae areaa where no Ital ian 
BOldier a have e o tar penetrated. He obaervee, howe..-er, 
that certain obvioua di tti culttea are juat beginning for 
the Italian& and that even if they are left by other 
Power& in u ndia turbed poeaeaaion it may be aix month& 
or more before they will be able properly t o garriaon 
the whole country. 

I learn i nformally that toe War Department baa no 
r eport& which throw any additional light upon the military 
ai tu&t1on i n Sthiopia. 

In view of the unoertatnttea ot the a1tuat1on and 

pending further o1ar1t1oat1on thereof n are of the 
opinion that it would be deairable t o refrain from 

taking any action with r eapeot t o the revocation of the 

proola .. tion 
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proclamation of October 5, 1936, eetabl1eh1ng an embargo 

upon the Bhiplllente of &riiiB t o Italy and Ethiopia, until 

I report t o you funher. 

faithfully yours, 



/ 

OF 
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My dear Kr. President: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WABHINQTON 

June 19 . 1936 . 

In oonneotion with the consideration of revoking 

your proclamations of OCtober 5, 1935, and of February 

29, 1936 , admonishing American citizens not to travel 

on vessels of either belligerent and relating to the 

embargo against shipment of arms to Et hiopia and to 

Italy, there is submitted for your approval t he draft 

of a s tatement which you may wish to make public at 

the time of issuing the proclamations to revoke t he 

earlier ones . 

The text of t he proclamations t hemselves will be 

submitted tomorrow morning. 

Faithfully yours , 

Enclosure: 
Draft of State­
ment t o be made. 

Tb.e President, 

The White House. 

,. 



ST.lTDENT TO BE WADi BY THE PRISIDEUT AT TR! TIWE OF ISSUI!G HIS PROOLAWATIOI 
REVOIIHG EARLIER PROOLAWATIOIS RE­

GARDING THE WAR BETWEEN ITALY AND 
ETHIOPIA. 

FOR DI STRI BUTION SATURDAY FOR PUBLICATI ON IN SUNDAY MORNING PAPERS 
When it waa &scertained that a state of war 

existed between Italy and Ethiopia I performed the 
duty imposed upon me by legislation theretofore 

enacted by iseuing proolam&tiona making effeotiTe an 

embargo on arms , ammunition and implements of war 

from the United States to the belligerent countries 

and &dmon1ehing .American oitiaens to absta1n from 

traTeling on belligerent veaaela. In doing ao I waa 

p&aaing upon & question of fe.ct. HaTing now ascertained 

that, in fact, the conditione which led t o the issue 
of the proclam&tions h&Te oeaaed to exist, I haTe, in 
conformity with the duty imposed upon me, issued 

proclamations reToting my earlier proclamations. There­
fore the statements which I issued in respect to 

commercial transactions with the belligerents are no 

longer applicable. 

June 19, 1938. 



KD.IORAlfDUlt TO ACCOMPANY THE LETTER TO THIC 
PRESIDJ:NT REXJARDING THE ITALO-ETHIOPIAB 

WAR SITUATIOH 

The fol lowing quotat i on from Oppenheim•• 

treatise on International Law, which represents the 

ooncenaua of opinion of the authorities, ahowa the 

distinction between guerilla warfare and war between 

•two or more foreign States• , ae specified in t he 

resolution of Congreee : 

• • • • one apeake of guerilla war or petty war 
when after the defeat and the capture 
of the main part of the enemy forcee, the 
occupation of the enemy terri tory, and the 
downfall of the enemy Qoveriiiiient, the routed 
remnants of t he defeated army carry on the 
contention by mere guerilla tactics. Although 
hopeless of auoceaa in the end , auoh petty war 
can go on for a long t ime , thua preventing the 
establi shment of a a tate of peace, in api te 
of the fact that regular war is over and the 
taak of t he army of occupation 1a no longer 
resular warfare. l ow, t he questi on whether 
auch guerilla war 1e real. war in the stri ct 
aenee of the term in International Law must, 
I think, be anawered in the negative, for two 
reasone. Firat, there are no longer the for ces 
of the t wo states in the field, because the 
defeated belligerant State baa ceaeed to exist 
through the military occupati on of ita territory, 
the downfall of ita eatabliahed Government, the 
capture of the main part and t he routing of the 
remnant of ita forces . And, secondly, there is 
DO longer i n progreu a contention between armed 
forces. ror although the guerilla banda are 

a till 
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still f i ght ing when attacked, or when attacktng small bodies of en~ soldiers, they try to avoid a pitched battle, and content themselves with constantly harassi ng the victorious army, des troying bridges and railways, cutting off communications and supplies, attacking convoys, and the like always in the hope that some event may occur which will induce the victorious army to withdraw. If, then, guerilla war is not real war, it is obvious t hat in strict law the vi ctor need no longer treat the guerilla bands as a belligerent Power and their captured members as soldiers. }Jre t hen goes on to state that he sees no advantage in treating them as 
criminals~• (Ibid. 126.) 

It is conceivable tha t guerilla warfare in 
Ethiopia may be carried on for sometime to come, as 
in the case of the Philippine Isl ands, f ollowing 
the Spanish American War and other similar si t uations. 
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D EPARTM ENT OF" STATE 

D IVISION OF NEAR EASTERN AFFAIRS 

Noveriber 9 , 1936 . 

Dear Judge Moore: 

1-

Yellowing i a a brief statement respecting our situation 

relative t o Ethiopia: 

1 . We have no definite reason for believing t hat we shall 

be a sked i n the near f ut ure t ormsl.ly to recognize the I tal ian 

conques t or Ethiopia . In t his connection it is important t o 

recall that t he Italia n authorities raised no difficulty in 

accepting ~~ . Phil lips' letter of credence addressed only to 

the "King or Italy• . It is t~ue t hat subsequently the Italians 

have i nsi sted t hat the credential s of the new French , Chilean 

end Finnish diplomtic representa tives be addressed to t he 

"King of Italy and Emperor of Et hiopia" . It i s under stood 

t hat the Chilean Gov ernment will authorize its Ambassador , i f 

necessary, to present letters bearing the title of "Emperor" . 

This would i ndicate that t he position of the I t alian Gov ern­

ment respecting Et hiopia is stiffening. At t he aa~e t i me i t 

is to be remembered t hat t he Italians have i n several r espects 

accorded us special treatment in Ethiopia and exhibited a dis­

position to be conciliat ory toward us . Although the possi­

bility of the Italians requesting t or mal r ecognition o t the 

conquest by us is not to be excluded, I consider that they 

are muoh leas likely to ask us to accord such recognit i on 

t han 
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than almost any other country . 

2. At t he present time we have in Ethiopia two career 

offioere -- ~. !ngert, who acta aa Minister Resident and 

Consul General , and Mr. Cramp, who serves as Third Secretary 

and Coneul. They have no difficulty in t heir relations with 

the Ita 11an au thor1 ties. On the contrary, those au thor1 ties 

have gone out or thei r way to accord special fac ilities and 

privileges to our representati ves . 

3. We contemplate wi thdrawing Mr . Cramp in t he near 

future to enable him to t a ke long deferred home leave and to 

transfer Mr . Engert as soon as possible, in any event not later 

than t be spring, an.d to replace them by an officer holding only 

a consular commission. 

4. One of the chief reasons for maintaining representa­

tion in Ethiopia is t o extend such protection as may be possible 

to the approximately ninety American nationals still remaining 

in the country . In view of t he fact that the Ethi opi an situa­

tion may still develop factors dangerous to world poaoe it also 

seems desirable to be represented there in order that we may 

be kept informed of developments. Having maintened representa­

tion in Ethiopia throughout the recent warfare it wculd seem 

undeairable to withdraw our representation entirel y until the 

situation becoces more clarified . 

5. Other countries represen ted in Addis Ababa at t ho 

present t ime are: France, by a Winister; Great Britain, by 

a Charge d'Affaires; Germany, by a Consul General ; Belgium, 

by 
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by a Charge des Affaires;and Egypt, by a Consul, Our status 
with respect to Ethiopia is the same as that of a ll of t hese 
countries with t he exception of Germany, which has granted 
full recognition to the Italia n conquest. 

6 . Approximately ninety American nat ionals remain in 
Ethiopia . Practically e l l of these are medical or religious 
missiona.ries. !.!oro than half of this number reside in or near 
Addie Ababa, while some thirty-five are in t he provi nces , par­
ticularly in territory not yet occupied by the Italian f orces , 
Mos t of these nationals stay on i n Ethiopia because they con­
sider their services are needed by the local population. In 
addition, those located in the provinces are for the most part 
unable to withdraw because of the decger attendant to passage 
over bandit-infested trails. 

7 . In view or the friendly attitude ~nitosted toward us 
by the Italian authorities it seems unlikely t hat the Italians 
wo~ld ask us, if we replaced our present r epresentation by a 
consular officer, to recognize Itali an soverei gnty. In this 
connection it or interest to note that the British Gover~ent 
bas recently sent two consular officers to Ethiopi a. In both 
cases the Italian Government was simpl y notified that these 
officers were being sent and visas were requested. Exequaturs 
tor t hese consular otficer e were not obtained and thei r dispatch 
to Ethiopia apparently raised no question of recognition. From 
our information i t appears t hat f oreign consular officers serv­
i ng in Et hiopia without exequaturs are not recognized by the 

Italian 
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Italian ~uthoritiea uny more than are the so-oalled•ex­

legations •. llevertheless t hese consular officers are able 
to do business wit h t b e Italian authorities . If , i n notit'y­
i ng t he Italians or o~ intention to send a consular officer 
to Addis Ababa , the quest i on or t he issuance or an exequatur 
should be raiseu , or if we should ot herwise be r equested to 
recogpize Italian sovereignty, it would be obviously desirable 
r or us t o refrain from sending a new officer and to close 

down our representat ion entirely . 

8 . Al though our total t rade .~ it h I taly decreased sli ghtly 
during the f irst ei ght months o f 1936 , as compared wi th 1935 , 
the decline has not been great . Following are the figures or 
American-Italian trade for 1934 and 1935 and ror the firs t 

ei ght month s or 1935 a nd 1936 : 

Export s to Ital y 

Jan. -Aug . 
Jan . -Aug. 

1934 
1935 
1935 
1936 

........... ........... . ......... . 
0 0 0 o I 0 0 0 o 0 I 

$64 , 578 , 000 
72 .450, 000 
44, 000 , 000 
38 , 900 , 000 

Import s !rom Italy 

H!A/LS 

Jan . -Aug . 
Jan . -Aug. 

193~ 
1935 
1935 
1936 

••• • ••• 0 ••• 

• • • 0 •••••• • . ......... . 

\ 

$35 ,749 , 000 
38 , 672 ,000 
21 ,100,000 
23,10v , OOO 

Wallace r.:urray 
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Memorandum for Pres . 
From R. Walton Moor e 

Sub j ect--Spain and Et hopia . 
At tache d !>rap ofSpain il4a\u 

November 10 , 1936 . 

SEE--R. Walton Moore- (S) Drawer l--1936 



For data from t he War Dept. on the 

Ita lo- Et hopiun Controversy . 

SEE--tlar Dept . I•'o l c.er- - (S ) Drawer l ---1936 



To Chief of ftnff ; 

From F . H. Lincoln--\'inr Dept . 

Subject-The Itulo-Et hoJ"'ie.n Con t '"ovors:r 

SEE--WAR-- {S) Drawer l --- 1036 



IM PEAIA L ETH IOPI AN LEGAT ION 

Pr esident Franklin D. Roosevelt , 

The White House , 

Washington, D. C., 

u.s .A. 

- - --- ---
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OO'ARTMENT 011' STATE 
WASHINOT'C)H 

July U , l~.U 

Mf.MOilANDUll. F'OH Ill\, MciNTl'ltll: 

The A:~erlcan LegtLtlon nt Cairo has ror•arded to 
tho Otpctrtaent a letter addreued to the Pru ident 
by His lmpert•l U.J esty Kkile Selaaa1e I, Emperor of 
Et hiopia, Which i s ~nelos.a hertwlth, to-ether with • 
copy 1n translation, and. eopy or the tr~nsalttlnJ 
cteapa tch. 

t am alao enclosin& a draft ot 1 IUJitlted reply 
to 811 I~perlal KaJest7 tor the PT~»ldentls ttrnature . 
lt tho President apprcwea the draft, and it you will 
return it to ae, I ~11 be sl•d to baYe lt torwa~ed 
to the ~ertc.e.n t.ecat1on u . c,.sro ror ap.,.roprtate 
deU••ry . 

El\closures: 
Dr.=.tt letter ; 
Despatch fro= Cairo 

d th enclosure . 

' 
Oeor~• T. Summerlin . 

I 
I 
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L£0~~Iull 01' 'fl!.f. ONIUD ~::-. Tt.; ur J.lll.. lc.l 

Cairo, ll&y 18, 1~2 

No . )87 

SubJect : Tranaaisat on or Letter trom HnllP Oel£ss1 I , 
Emperor of Ethiop1• to Preoldent Franklin D. 
hoo1ev olt. . 

The SonoJ•&blt 
The dtcrot.•TY or b~te, 

Will thin& ton . 

Sir: 

I have the honor to tr-~salt to the Oepartaent, ror 
ro~ardin& to the •htt~ Rouse, the letter, date~ Kay 1, 1942, 
ret'et-red to ln the Legatt cn ' s telecro• No . 760 of Kay 12, 
1 p.s., 19421 t r o. Helle Sel~sste I , tmpcror or Ethiopia, 
to President Pranklln D. hoosevelt . A translation or the 
l etter furnished by the ~peror ' s reprP~ entauva 'f~l::FI1~E. 

Teeugn ,,hen he presented t he orie:inal 1s olto enclos ed , as 
well fLJ cos•les thereof f o r the Deper tlnent ' a files . 

A brief telecr~phlc report or the activities or 7SSFAYE 
Tegagn durin& h11 visit to Cairo •a• contained 1n the Lesa ­
t1on's tele£r'• No. 777 ot KDy 15, 19~~ . 

Enclosur es : 

Respeetrully yours, 

A. UP.X 

Alexander Ki rk 

1/ Letter f rom Emperor H~ile 
Selass1G to President Roosevelt 

2/ Translation of 1/ furnished by Emperor's 
repr~aent•tive . 

')/ Cot1tes or tra.nsh uon . 

Sett 1n tr1pl1cote . 

file no. 710. 

JEJ/-.bs 

i 
1 
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fholo•uro Mo. ) to dUpatcb NoA 387 or lloy 18 19~ rroa tbe Aaetiean Letatton, ~lro, Ecypt. 

CO,,Ulk!JO LIOB OP TRE T~!Bt OP JUDAH 
W.ILL SU.t.Ail!t. I 

ILI:.CT OP COD, EIIPJ:ROR Of' f.tHIOPIA. 

1'0 

HIS !D.Ct.LLJ:!IICY tltf..NKJ.IN hOOJEVtLT 

President or the U~!TED oTaT~ OF A»EhiCA , 

P~ct be unto You . 

Kr. Pres1dtot, 

!he dlattncutahed P~esident Roosowelt, Your prede­
cesJ.Or and relt the , had sai d ot =.y country thot Ethiopia 
ls a state as •ell as 1 not i on, and that this nation should 
no~ be effaced from the world . These hopei have tod•y betn 
re~lized . Ky country has regained her ttlt-govt~nment and 
indlpendence . Ethlopi~ has recovered bar 1nd1pendence 
firs tly through Ood and secondly throuah her friend s the 
Bri tish . ~orccwer, ~r . Presi dent, ahe has recovered it 
through You and your a~eot people . 

I n thil rtS9ect ~e cannot torcet tht assistance 
You have rendere4 and the syopathy and fr1tndshlp •hicb 
You expreaaed durin& the period or our ttrUttle for 11!e 
and lndlpcndence. Your country hot conflr:aed to us throuth 
its hctlon 4ur1na the tlce of our dlfflcult l ts that it is 
t.M guardian or true Justtce &tid good deeds. Your country 
has never reco1nited the Empire •hieh Itolr acQuired by 
force, or the rrult or aggression . Thit has been to us 
great co~tort and •e shall never torget it. It •ill remaln 
in the heart or Ethiopians from gener~tlon to generation . 
For this reston ~herefore, slloa me to i Xprtss to You 
the hear tfelt thanks and indebtedness or myaelr and my 
people. 

At this •omtnt •hen £th1op1• is havlnf her ~ounds 
dressed., war 11 eonaumtng the ,.-orld 11ke t rt~t, and spr ead· 
lng its work or 4tstructlon ~s reAched Your crea t country . 
N~ertheleaa You have done everythin& to sa•o the •orld 
fro= the terrlbl~ seurce . •bat b6ve you not done, •hat 
have you not •ccOIIplished to this end? The rfmOWled Kess:ages 
• bleb You stnt forth to pre•ent ~r, •nd your hero1c efforts 

of 
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aed1at1on failed t.o bMr the fruit •h1eh they dtlf'rve . 
~our effort• hav• not been appreci1ted amongtt the cruel, 
indeed they ••sed w~ r upon You aa 11 their cuato. by ru•e and r~Jtction or Justice. And I sarvell at the cool and ate•dfatt su.nd which your people have aa.de in the race ot tbis 6-!froat.. I t. 11 clea r that •hm t.o day the berlcan People &re thorou&~Y aovtd they are 10 oot only tor their 
o-~ lndlpendence, their o•n honour •nd their o• n l ife, but also ror tho tndlpcndenct , the honour and tbe life or other peoples . Bthiopi& 11 solidly wi th your respecu.ed country and the t•llent British people , bnd tr necetaary 11 prepared c.o acc011pl1sh tbe suprse tacrltlce. 

There 11 no doubt, Mr. Prpsldent , 6S to ho~ this war wi ll ~nd. God 11 ever on the side or true Justice which 
~• ~ll follow. Ethiopia aubJected to Fascist oppression il the first count ry to rtc1eve true Jutt1ee. H•r consctnoe 
bad been cab. Si:tilary Ood wtll ln the near t'uture show ua the •1ctory of the true Justice the d1struct1on ot war­eoncers, and the restoration or the 1nd1pendonco or peopltt 
~ho have falltn beneeth th~ yoke of alavory . In ~his -• nov• deep and c~rta1n confidence . 

lir1tten in Add is- Abeba ; this twtnt)· tb.trd day o~ Karia 1 in the Year of Grace One thouJ.&nd Dine hundred aDII t.h1rty-rour . (In. llay 1942) 

Signed) KA!Ll oELLodSIE I . 
biiP'-F.On . 
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.o 
.I .. .,;(0..,.__ CY l'.l •• "':w..I:~ R"'I''Hr_,'/ZlT 

frte14ent ot t~o U ,J 3T .TI;~ / ~.::::UC,\ , 

e .. ct bt 1to You . 

~ . .. ree1. .. tt .t, 

.ut Het!ng:Ulllt.•d Jrosi"'e'1.1. ooatvelt , Y<.ntr yi·•decto-
eor ., d rtlut~ve , d auid or =.y eou.ntry ~ ... ~ .:.tJ.1or1:» 111" .~.,~· 
....... l • a....t1.oo, o... t.\0 t t 1. a '-' t!.O.\ 

tr~ ..... OrlJ , .. .iot&t .O;AI 

o~J oD~ b• ettace1 
re .... d. t4 . .., CO;.L'ltr 1 

has e t i:lld .. er nl!-aover t .c.rt a 1d 1~od1 on4ti"lOe . ..... 1iopia h .. a r~-
eovtre4 tor iTldiJltrdu .• ce !1ru1.:.J tl"lro~o~ :o:! - .d uoco.'ld~ t .ro.1. t. 
.e r t:-a:-aJa ~~e -r1 ~h.l .. . ore over, -r . lrtTPiJe.~-:, 

l~ t1.l'O..\.IlD :o:.: a.·o4 jOllr gret.t ~tOyle . 

ln ~~.11 roej-eot v.&: c<Jrmot f.)q;ot t.1u u•e1a~wnott 'ou 
rwve reo d'treti ... , : the e;r:::path¥ 1d !:-ito.ula .1p .. _.ten You. extirtaao4 
J<.U"in.: t .e _perio i o! o~ etru h .·o. ...1 to a:aJ !n41 .• !e:>ct . .o:.&.r 
co~·a\r.; ··•• con.f1r ... t4 to ua \ orOI.l£:.• iU acuo.l ~w..r11C :'" !.ic.t ot 
ou.r U.tC1oultioe tl.u' 1t 1• t.1t l;tL.r41dn or ~rut Juatice ., uS good 
de~.ie . tow- ~Ou.:ttr;( s ~e'.'tl' t'OCOC"i:.tcl tl.• .t;.:~pil"t ion :--;: lJ 
~e"u.trt4 bt torce . or t e tn:1 t o! uu«uio."l . 11 »I t • 1 ~o '"-1 
4rt .. t; o.;.tort ~ d ~·• e .. ~l! tv r !or et 1\. It ... 1n rcrz:..:.b 1 t.t 
.le.trt. O( t.io,:ioJilD (.:.•o;u ~wntrJUon to t:SII!'..It;I.On . fOr ! liS rt.auon 
•heretore, .t1low t.t.' ~o ex;.reoe to .'ou t .w .• .. rttelt t ... n .. e a d 
i~3&btej .eas of ~·•1! ~~J Q¥ J40ple . 

.. t t.•l• QOoiotmt ,., 1 .!.~ •• ioo1• ia . ....JvLt£ .ar wou..nde 
4.r eeae4 , wor ie oor'lowt~ing tne world lUte Ur,, und oprt•41ng iU 
v.or~ ot dt•truction haa r taci.otd. tour a:rt4t COWltry • . evertnltae 
!o\1 uve d.oce &vtr.ttatns tl) a .. ve "::.e world tro: t:..t \ rr1ble eCoJrle . 
.. 48t wVt JOU not .:Sone , ~ ... .,.\. t~~Vt .1011 ~~ot. uceo..:.vlta . .otd to t.~ola end? 
The renou ,ed oo.e••.,~•o w ic.t lou aaent torth '-O preve lt ........ r , fPJ $Ov.r 
heroic etto:ta or eJi~:!o~ :ot:.e! ~ b .. r ~ tr~lt w ic_ • .ey 



.ieaervt . 'our etrorte h!.ve not. ~"'r~ ltlf reohte4 ~•oaaet t1.e cr1.1ol , 
1"\d t4 .t:, l'IBt:td _._.r u 011 to~.a oa iu t:.t1r ouetoQ bJ l'\hll i!i:uS rt-
ectto l ot ;:.~at1ct . .• 11! 

•• 1c... our .,.eo lt Uve 
rve.l ~t t • Olcl • :S etu4t:a! ... , • .1 

il' 1!l t ... !".ICI Ot t ia u!'frOn\ , !t la 
cle1r t • t wl".e:t 1.0 l~:~~y tl.o .• ao.tr1 :; , People re t 1orou •• 1; _ove4 
t.1ey c. tl ao lO"t Or\l;( tor t .e1r ow.t t·oJ. penJt.tCI , t.,.e1r Oh::1 t.onol.lr 
.. •.1 t.~ur o-'C Ute , b..1:. :.lao tor t ..c 1 11 t lence. t .~ .o:l.OLlr o 1 
t; e l1!t o!' C': .er peo;lea . '"' 1 1a !.a )11417 ..ttb u- r•er>-ctt1! 
.:O~Ht'J'I,I d t.. ·~~11~-tt .;!r1Uo.l ople, .J til if tCCIIOury 1a rrt .1rtd 
~' acOOtlpllaJl 'Llt tv.rr•-1 I;.~Oi'U lee • 

• . ere :... o :J.1o.t.oC , .:.r. n :. .• t. , a o ~ t :.a 

~ol.o.ow. 1.J.iOJ11" •~Vjoctej to ~ac.ot oyp•to 1on ics 1. .e _lr&t Ol.l•l­
ry to rQ01 ve tru.o Jiolat1ot • • tr C>!lsOiiCIIf .uJ 'b • 1 ca b . ;t=J.. ry 
~:1 dll ill .... e uar tu;-iC.·., 1 ow "---' V10tor.; o... ":r-... e 1.11Uct 

• t. rtetortat10I 

e'l.ce ot JIIOploa w 10 )bVe tulltn Ce.~e~Jt·• "' • Joke o! luv.,r;r . In tc.ia 
-..;e .• .~~ve 4 p o.;1J cert3in :o·1!1.1cuce . 

rltU~ i:l .,J .. ta- .• t~Wt.. : t. !a~ e.t.;r t.:r.i ~1 ot 
.azia , .. ~ : .~ ,.•i,lr or .,,. ee 'O:l.t ~ o!J-.. 4 1!•u .IL.:lre4 c .d t .1rt;r­

four . (!ot . ""Y 1942) 
C•i.; •t4) 
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T HE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Febr uary 11, 1944. 

llEI,IORA!IDUM FOR 

G::.,;hRAL ARtiO LD 

I am i n f'ul1 nc~ord t hat 

Ethiopia s houlct '"tv" two !!1 '111!.11 

transport ?lanos . I am not 

concerned about t he t)•na ou t 

I wa.nt the!~ to be Al)l o t o <l o 

t he wor k . 

Will you pleate ••or lt this 

out and le t t he Sta ~e Depar t ­

ment know? 

F . D. R. 

Tranomtttlng c a rbon of ceaorandua which 
the Prestdent reee\ved froo t he SeereWy 
of State, 2/9/I.J. , the or\ginal of which 
ha• been reta.ined for OJr fllea. 
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DEPARTMENT OF' STATE 

"{t.S~~~~tJ~. 19<\4 

'l'he l:. apbr or of -t.liO)?ia ua.:~ e .. l •• ~-"~d, through the -t~ ioyian --1 .1Stbr in .. H.4L.~ton , ~'1 Ill' _~nt ue~lr.:. tv <Ntain t'l'vl.o t!le r.ltcc .... t:t.t,'-'S t~iO s . .al_ tr'"':t!io ort ~.~.nne~ 1o:r tt.t.; ..1 ... -.. ~.JC .• is Covt.r ........ .:~nt . In tt ... e t c.,r to thu ..... cr .. taL'Y ol' .:ar alut. .. a .vuov1ab"r 1~, 1943 , the vepartm.mt su. portoa the W..tiet r • :; np~licntion for two four­pds-ent;er uircr..trt o. the C 45 (bevchoral't) tj"l;e , . •ointing ut tr.u coni _.,t.,.. lac. ol' air tt•un~ ort; tuci-1t.e- \,!thin ._tillopia , 
tn~ ne.:a or tr.., ..;ove r iWent ror 1-ci ... itic- or this cbl!ruoter in oro l ' to ..:aint ain au .. r:uate .. ec~ri ty .. na ed1~ini strati va controls , ruld addinll' the. t for political r aason11 tht1 :.;epart• • .,nt noped the a, J.icat ion could b" d ~rovud , rovidall the .an~£ c ula b., sup­pliud •·1 thout i!ljury to the .. ur .:I rort . -aan·. c.ile the _t~io ian Cov rn;.:ent lU wO J .;d t::..., " l'ViC ~ 01 t .. o . vo'iC::.:I ilots .. ao 

llul'<J frua1l1nr \;i tn condl tionu in - t .. iop i a ami ... n·., co •• p .. t <m t to c.;~r~ for und op..,rute the planes . 

lhe • .un!. t:...,a.., 4'\ ...... i:.!L .t.;Dt.b ..... O&.l'\.. n~v~:.·tLu ....... w- diCc.;.ppl'OVto::C. ~he a.> licetion vn thd f'rOund~ th-t hO :. 1!1 t.e.:-: r.Jea for tlltol . lanuS had b<~.,n ustablisht~d and tlJ, t. thtl , lun .. , \dUo nteded el-ts\lhur<l . 'l'ht~ ./ur -'dpart.~ent , in auv ... sin~ the .;"" artll.unt of t.al" u"CJ.wlon , 9.ald4U , hO':oE)Vo;.' , that the vl'i tisb .. tot:b(; l'S Of the al:i.oco.t!:l.:; Cv-­titteto had indicat<::d thll. t the driti,b Cov,.rru..~nt r.aa t.=..a-u C. .,n a .,!ni:!.ar ~thio!)ian ruquu,t and tha1o the ::.riti->h :r.,··,btsrs tad voted ae;ainst tbt~ proposed .. _lOC.lt ivn . The r ea<>on for tb" .urit13h Cov•n=ent ' s refusal \Ill<~ "ala to llnvo i><~-n lual. of .ri tish c.il'Ol'c.."t and pilots . 

The ~e art~ent b .. , beun r .. ~iuoly 1nforrJad that .l.taouch the c 4' aircraft \/ere .1ot avaJ.lab.~.<l there .. eru uil·cra.'t of an .. ..:aui vu ­l.,nt utility , the C 78 ' s , wi.ioh l!li t;bt navo b .. an r eleu ... vd to ,oJet the -thiopi n naeds • 

. lhe -t .. iopian Cov .. rru:bnt att.aches gr., a t iL.,.ortanc" to 1 t .. r" .U13,t 1'0!' the ,•lun..t:J . The llepartz.1unt f.,els th t it \, ould be unfortuna'i.o if this Cov .. r nm nt ;;ere to hav..t to r;;fut. .. ..10 L.od.,.ut e l'..t ucst so uoon urt .. r havin~ off<.rua to a i d vtt.iopio in 1 to effort;, to .·ehaoili tote the country and t o cv" t.l'ibuto to the .... r 
t;~l'fort . The ~r.:;ent dusire of the _....,.,ror to obtain the .lanes and the advuntuc"o .11tich the Dtopnrtmvnt beliuveu will 11ccru" to the Jnited ~to.tes frou grunting thtl ~thiopillll l'e<:U vt b.J?dl ..JO to bring this c.att.. to , ur at t:ntlun ma to .;ug._ .,,.t; tba;; it you ai·d Of the ~a .e i..lnQ ~~ the ..,epart~.;ent , yo~ auy l:iSu tO <..1 v e -0 an ludic-tLn of y,..ur .nt .. r .... t. in o1·uo. t .... t tile ca~e ... it;llt be l'dOp .. nuu \lith the ,;or !Jepurt lllvnt . 



--
nD Iu .-<\ ... ~ •• • 

~Ott • une , 19~., . 

It l'iU& ·:~i th kl!e:l pleac~l! "1<! op,,·ecia tion 

t.het ,,t;:o nave .t•eceived t.ne exc ellent .tJ.Jo ... o ra .... h o! ~tOLU'et:lf 

aent 0:1 tne occao1on of the Third ;, .• ~heraary of ::ur 

r t!tu.rn l.o cite ... y!Ji tol of Cur ... ..u .... ire . .e sao:!.l alwaja 

cherist. 1 t a:.. a dail.;r re:.in~er of the close ties of 

•• e1·sonal fliendenip which unite us and our tV~o totione, 

in .;~ r as in peace . 

L.uy , od ~ront to you co:'ltLtue:l h.alt.l • .:11d ever 

ui e wise &uidence 1:1 the oomen•ous .aye v:hi ch li• .ueaJ . 

~ (HA)L rei ~'U (. ~J. 

v#,~~.~.~ . 

.. ia ~xcellency .:'rau.itlin D. il.OOo> <Vel t , 
• •·eeide t of the Un i ted Sta tea of • .Jilerice , 

The ,,;ai te nouoe , 
., .. , ... ,.Ll .r'!O 1 , .J . .... • 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DIVISION OF PROTOCOL 

July 24, 1944. 

MEMORANDUM FOR !H SS TULLY: 

I am enclosing herewith a communication which the 

Emperor or Ethiopia bas addressed to t he Presi dent, 

t hanking him for h1s autographed photograph. 

It 1s regretted that through an inadvertency the 

Department' s stamp was placed upon the communication . 

Encl osure: 

-----f +J'\ wJ~ 
Stanley Woodward 

Chief, Division of Protocol 

Original signed letter 
from the Emperor of 
Ethiopia, June 20, 1944. 



/carbon or th la meoorandum, approv.cl by tho 
Secr•tary of State, 9/1~41 •• 

u.l. •/'•"-' f ,~,' 
President, returned to t he 

DEPART MENT Of' STAT E 

WA S HI NGTON 

S£ P 13 1~44 
.. !:" .ORA!'DU!' FOR TEE PR!S!DE:'T 

Subject : Sh1~~tnt of Arce to Eth1o .lr . 
On August :::..~. 1~1._, the l.unltlon~ Aselgnr;ent &o11rd 

&porovc~ the IIGGignn~nt to Eth1oo1t• from IIUMlus 'ltocl';o Of 5,000 rifles an<! a emoll amount or other m1l1tAr)" eCiulol:ler.t which ~t.e Eth1o~1An Qover~~::~ent has ror severql cor. ' l.o teen 
~ertlcular1y ~nxioua :o ottrln, in nn·ic1ryat1on or the lncreaoed reepons1t1llty for mR1ntrln1r.b 1nternPl &Pcurlty in Ethiopln "h1ch fell upon that country on Auc:uet "5, 11"44, <•lth the tl' nr inntion or the Ant>lo- ': t" to~ 1en A srce::tcr. t . >'he Brltla~ mcwbtrt or the 3cerd dissentc~ on ·~oliticnl" 6rour.do to this decision end hAve ln~icete~ thetr intention to crrry the orse to the Combine~ ChiP~s or St.nrr. The Br~­t1sh E.::bnssy hl\9 t~>ken thP metter u, >~it!! the Deocrtl!>er.t and has indlcP.tAd thr- the 3~lt1~h oc.~ctlons •r~ b~se~ on "secu­ri ty• oonsidel'lltionA . !he \!nr ;,e.,,.,.tment nn • th~ Den .. •--ocnt or StF to are unable to 11dml t the Vlllidl t y or the "securl ty" arguments eo f11r A'vnnced by :he llrl tieh . 'o/h1le th1c ':lOde at reou~at of the F.=pcror =qv i~ sr~rted, give hir.J thP e~ility toe ,fn"'(!' () ~('- ru;.on~ h~E rcGtlBB!! J)t"Ol)le, 1~ is <llt"'"lc·~lt to see ho;· i'lrl tish eecurit:r 1n nc>r ''l-e<~etern Afr1c~ could be vl t11lly affvotecl by 1.he Emperor ' a po11~es~lon or ouch n e •• lil t ~ount or eouiryment . 

lt is rCIIEonable to as rum,. t:-u•t the -ri tist., tollo·•in~ ,. clc~>rh dertne:l hlatorlccl policy ll!'ml.l.ed to the areA , t>re hopin~ to keep the Emperor denen1•nt uryon British cu.,~ort , ~r they are able ~'> convlnoc -he Ern.,eror thr· ti':P'' clln tlock rny et~ecpt ty hlm :o obtnln needed ::t111tary SU'l">llee fron other thf>J". 3r1•1~h sources, the Emn,.ror '4111. be rorcr>d to rely unon tho Brltioh fo r the meRna with which to guarPr.tee ~he internal security or Eth1or.1n, 

'"he :.:ore 1:.. c~.•.at~ polltlcPl ob.)ectlv~ or the =~1t1"~ ln 3tt~mptl.n1 to bloc• thls assignmrnt SPPmr to gro~< out of tho preaent attea:l')t of the >·r1tith to negotiAte 11 ne·• 
~,?;reft'Jcnt to r~~l9.ce •he on~ Jus: ter-:ttna~c-1 . The cor c ~­l"! 'lc!nf' t~t' '"ri tis!". cru. te in £1'l0Wln t:~e £thlo,.,1an Oovern­m(nt th~t thPy can deny the ~xtenelon or sl' to th~ S~eror 

7 1972. 
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by other powerA, the better the terms they can nrecv~~bly 
obtPin from the Emoeror. 

~~hi1e the ooli t1Ml and economic lnteres ts of the 
Unl ted StRtes in p;thinpi R 11.re not no 11 of mRjor lrnnortRncP , 
thi s Government d oee Hi Ph to m!lintP1n a poai tion of equRl i ty 
of opnortuntty ln 8th1op1~ oo thnt Any future dev~lcooent of 
A.11er1can i nteres t s t<oulcl not be prevented 't>y exclusive or 
p referentiAl rights obtai ned by thi rd part i es , Thia Govern­
mPn t has n neturPl lnterP~t in the welfPre of Et hionia, on~ 
of the t\IO inr'ependent countries of' Africa, Rnd is symnathetic 
to the desire of the Emner or to l·c-Astnblish order Md r E'ator e 
t he 'conomy of the country ~Ihich wae so bqdly dlAruoted duriny 
four years of I talian occuo•tion . 

There does not s>:>neA.r to be a vi" lid renson for the Uni tp<1 
Stat~s to acouiesce in British desi res in th1a case . 

S~nce i t is poGPl~le that this que~•l~n mPy be r~iqed 
·•lth you b y ~.r . Churchill At ~lAbec , lt is thoui(\,t der.\rAble 
that you should be tnfor~sd on the matter . 

Ur less you perceive some ob jec tlon thE'r'3~c, Ol' unless 
more substantiAl reasons Rr~ adverceu ly the Brltleh ~g~lnPt 
tl".e relessc of t!1" rifles tl':an !1tWP ::o fnr been acl vMced , 
the Depart:'\Pnt nroposee t o advlne the '.:ar Del')Elrtment " Lat 
t he rlflee may be sent forward to Ethiop i a at its convenience , 



-

llueh II, 1H6. 

II;)' 4eaJ> Sllperor •u• &ela .. 1o 1 

n ctn• • aJIIIwal pl .. tw'e ~ re'tuft 

to 'fouo lla,JoetJ' a eUnr eoftl .. , a OepUe Oroee 

aa4 a .-Mr or •N80alal ...-nt. 'Mloncblr te 

the IapePlal llotlMllll14 aa4 to You- ~aJoet)'t e 

rauowrs. !beN arUelell "" NaOYere4 ,_ 

tbtlr lat.U.C plaNe 'b1 • -.n- aNe4 toroe• 

lll Ita17 ..a ... 'MlJ1c traa•U••« to 'fcnar .. J••t7 

tllrl:la«h the Aaertoaa W1nbter to fthlopla 'IDI4•r 

tile ••~41 or 'he otrloer• Nepoulble ror tllelr 

NOO'NJ")'. 

Wltll 111 wal'll recard~, 

YOJ")' ·~7.11 JOU'tl , 

I 1r~~tc «:.. ~J -·""' . .J{ 
ate Iaperlal llaJ .. t)' 

lla11e Selu•le I 
m.peror of IUllopla. 
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3 !!arch 1945 

r{is Imperial L:ajesty 
Haile Selassi e I 

Emperor of 3thiopia 

'(our Ja.jea~r: ~ -(,-. "' f>· j l. l v-f)ev.L<. 
It gives me unusual pleasure to return to 

Your Majesty e. silver service , a Copti c Cross and a 

number of ceremonial garuents belonging to the 

Imperial Household and to Your !Jajesty ' s follollers . 
~ 

These articles were recovered from their hiding 

places by the American armed forces i n Italy and are 

being t ransllli tted to Your luajesty through t he Ameri-

can Winister to !thiopia under the custody of the 

officers responsible for t heir recovery. 

r ) 



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Miss Grace Tul ly 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dea r Miss Tully: 

3 lola r ch 1945 

In accordance wi th your r equest we attach 

herewith a draft of the note from the Presi dent 

to Raile Selassi e , tra.nslllit t1ng certhin Imperi al 

ce remonial effect s which our personne l recovered 

i n Italy . This dr aft, I believe , was pr epared 

after consultation with t he State Department. 

Sincerely yours , 

Attachment 



/ 

OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHIN GTON, 0. C. 

25 ~'ebruary 1945 

In tne course of a search for the offidal and 
personal papers of l~arshal Graziani (which ware found in 
their hiding place in the Catacombs) , our peopl e recovered 
certain boxes of personal propert:r . This property evidently 
represented booty taken by the "iarsual in t ue ,,byssinian 
cacpaign. Of chief int9rest are tnP. silver service, Coptic 
cross and Mreu:mial garuents of ilnile ;;,elassie and certain 
of his chieftai ns. 

If it meets with your wishes we shall deliver 
these to hiD for you. In tnis event, I wonder if you would 
care to prepare a note of t ranscittal . 

olilliam J . Jonovan 
Di rector 

nr.c 



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

lJ !.:arch 
I 

1945 /·-v / 
.:'!.OJ!;J,lJU' ... ~.l T.n P.<{;)Iu::ur 

I attach a detail'ld list of tho ailv<>r wnre 

Md cer'lLlOnial goroonts wlli oh ure to be roturneJ to 

.. is Iuporial ...ajesty .!aile o>elassie . 

I have also leArued that t he articles vtPrc 

r11coverod f roo the church of ..>aut ' .enese in 3ooe \lflcre 

til'lY iUl.d been hidden without tne cons--nt of the lfuticar. 

authoriti'ls . 'fh11 local parish priest hac! b'len co1~-

palled by • .ars~ ~raziani to secrete ttin.~ . Jowtlvcr, 

lll'l cooperated v'lry willincl:r with us once W" had dis -

covered w.t<>M tile mat'lrials w~>r') lliddcn. 

Your wishes in th'l :Jatter Ul''l ooin.:; carriod 

out ano tll'l outerials will uo returMd in the near 

1\tture . 

~~ 
"ill ian J . ..;onovan 

:.~irector 



DECrs!IJ 
TriB11 JILV ~ 

li · 
1. 60 meut knives , gold pl ated silver 8!ld silver -

"Paris" . 

2. l o fruit knives , zold pl ated silver and sil ver -

"Paris" . 

3. 2 tea spoons, eold plated silver - crown and symbol 

crest . 

4-, 3 coffee spoons, gold pl uted silver - crol'm and 

symbol crest . 

5. 20 lerze forks , gol d pl ated silver - crown and sym-

bol crest . 

6. 13 pointed meat knives , gold pl ated si lver and silver -

crown and s;rmbol crest . 

7. 9 rounded tip meat knives , gold plated si l ver and 

si lver - crown and sywbol cr est . 

u. 20 l arge soup spoons , gol d pl ated silver - crown and 

symbol crest . 

9. 15 salad (or cake) forks , gol d pl at ed silver - crown 

and sy-lllbol crest . 

10. 12 dessert spoons (medium size) , gold plated silver -

crown and symbi crest . 

11. l d fruit knives , round tip, all gold plated silver -

crown and symbol crest . DECuS£-
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12. ~ suall syrup l adles, all $Old plated silver - crown 

and symbol cres t . 

13. l l o.ree punch l bdle , all goB plated silver - crown 

and symbol crest. 

14. 2 small t ea strai ners , all sol d plated s ilver - crown 

and s;nabol crest . 

15 • . l v ~ry l ur3e S>rvins fork , all gol a pl ated silver ­

crown and symbol crest . 

16. 2 l er:;e s~rvinc spoons , all BOld plat<>d silver -

cr own and syt~bol cr est . 

17. l salad spoon, half gold plated silver , half bone -

crown and s~abol ores~ . 

ld. 1 salad for k, half gol d pl at ed silver, half bone -

cr mm and sy1:1bol cr est . 

19. l lar3e steak fork , all gol d phted silver - crown 

and symbol crest . 

20. l l arge steak knife , aol d plated si~er and silver ­

crown and sylftbol crest . 

21. l carved choose kni fe (pronged) , all eold pl utod 

silver - crovm and symbol cr es t . 

22 . 1 pair eold filig:rAe bread ~ones - crovm aud syubol 

crest. 
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~3 . l large "crucber" , all sola aesien"d - crown and 

symbol crest . 

24.. l "trowel" shsped cake Mrver , gold pl e.ted silver -

crown and sy~bol crest. 

25. l "spatula" soaped cake server, goH pl ated silv-Jr -

crown and symbol cr~>st . 

26. l "shovel" shaped cake s~rver, ~ola pl ated silver -

crown and symbol crest . 

27. 1 cake knife)set - s11rvcr - gol d pl f.ted silver 
1 cake fo:rt )and silver - ;;o crest . 

2d. 1 gravy l adle wi t h twisted nandle and int r icuto de-

sign - crown crest at base . 

29. 1 large gravy spoon, gold , witn figurine and shield -

~wiss Cross at base . 

30. 2 round t i p knives, all silver, with gol d crown and 

symbol crest . 

31. 1 l arge point ed knife , all silver , - crovm and symbol 

crest . 

32 . 2 large soup spoons , all s ilver - ...:ol d cro"lill and 
symbol crest at back . 

33. 2 laree uent forks , ull silver - col d cr01m und symbol 

crest ut back . 

DE 
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34. 1 larce for k ( proll{;s bent in) , all silv~>r - crown 

ar:d syubol crest . 

35 . 1 sm!ill fork (proncs bent in) , !ill silv~>r - crown 

And symbol crest . 

.Jl. 

l. 

2. 

3. 

4. 
~ 

J · 

6. 

1· 
a. 
9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

....ILV~ os.ncr.., 

1 s~ silver vase, witn handl es . 

1 small silv~>r vase , with leaf clusters . 

1 l arBor silv~r vase , with 'landles. 

1 large r ougn hewn silver vase with three handlAs . 

1 larce ornate vase . 

1 silver oriental oil l llllp wi tn chain. 

1 small elass and s i lver candy dish. 

1 pl ain large silver tray. 

1 or nate silver tray . 

1 round silver pl atter . 

1 silver card tray wi t h four l egs . 

2 silver el ectric candelabra. 

13. 1 s i l ver bowl with grape clusters . 

14. 2 oblonc silver bowls - identical. 
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15. 1 silver spittoon. 

16. 1 rough hewn silvr>r bowl. 

17. 1 si lvRr sea ah~ll with onyx base. 

l tl . 1 silver (ornate) jewelry box . 

19. 2 snall silver filigree ash t r ays wi t h ivory r ims . 

20. 12 silver punch cup hol ders. 

21. 1 silYer and wicker jUB llith handle . 

22 . 1 gol d filigree vase (small) , with st :~Ms . 

23. 1 small b~aten silver vase . 

24. 1 silver cigarette box (inscrib9d) . 

25 . 1 sil vor ash tray vii th figurine . 

~. 1 silv~r incense burner witn crest . 

27 . 1 silver (round) candy box with fizurine . 

20. 1 silver powder box . 

~. 2 silv9r candy disnes with glass center . 

JO. 1 silvor cover for above. 

31. 1 silver and wooden ash tray. 

32. 1 silver and gol d f iligree pl ate (small) . 

33. 1 gol d matal box (initials e) . 

34. 2 slllllll silver ash t r ays . 

J5. 1 round sil vor box wi t h cover . 
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'/J . 1 oblonc silver top. 

37. 1 coffee set - 4 pieces - silver . 

3d. 1 tea s~t - 3 pieces - silver. 

CLOTlllilG ,Jfl) .:> .. UIU3 

~· 
1. 1 coat , heavily orna~ented with ~old ecbroidery on 

purple velvPt, creen silk lining; ~old tassel fri~e . 

2. 1 coat , capq styl~ . black rur (unborn kid) , blue 

f r inze . 

3. 1 coat, cape swlc, blue velvet , heavily embroidered 

in gold; me.uvll and pink silk lining . 

4. 1 coat , with sleeves , full l ength, purple V9lvet , 

heavily embroidered on sloeves , pockets and in back , fore 

fitting; gol d buttons with Judqa crest, black ~1roP9an tailoring 

lining. 

5. 1 pair red velvet trousers, gol d embroidered cuffs 

and down sides , strine tie at waist , purple linine. 

6. 1 pair purple velvet t rousers, eol d embroidered cuffs , 

green lini ng. 

7. 1 pair fuschia vQlvet trousers , gold embroidl'!red cuffs, 

green lining. 
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8. 1 pair gnen velvet trous~rs, plain, fuschia lining. 

9. 1 horsfl bl6ll.ket , Bt'cen, yello11 and t'ed with gold 

embroidery und purple lining . 

10. 1 very lurge cover, yellow damask print , 2 r ed velvet 

crests , gold enbroi dery , ereen, red , gold stripe, gol d f r iug"l, 

l avender lining, gold cross in center (seams ripped) . 

ll . 1 black satin cape \'litn hood attached , gol d trim, 

tassels , port of lining maroon. 

12 . 1 shawl , red with bl ue lining and e:nbroidered scallops , 

embroidery throughout . 

13. ~· 1 r ichly embroider ed blue velvet pillow, red re-

verse, crest , imcription, .gol d embroi dery • 

.Q. 1 cuff , red velvet with gol d embroidery, gr een 

lining, red and v1ni te stones . 

.Q. 1 heavy belt with :;old metal tri m and silver 

£. 1 red vel vet fob with gold and silver heavy em-

broidery, r ed and white stones . 

_g . 1 red velvet fob with gold and silver heavy em­

broidery, green lining; with 2 sr.mller fobs to match . 

f . 1 r ed velvet strip witn gol d embroidery , red 

lining • 
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g . 1 r ed velvet str ip with gold and silver em­

broidery , red lining. 

h· 1 red velvet stri p with BOld and silver em-

broi dery, red l i ninB· 

i · 2 r ed strips (small) with red lining and gold 

embroidery . 

j . 1 whi t e cloth bel t with colored silk embroidery . 

14. 5 pi eces of horse trimmings . 

15. 1 r ed velvet bag (not photographed) . 

16. 1 fuschia velvet bag, badly worn (not photographed) . 

17. 2 wrapped up canvasses (paintings) - not photographed . 

lo. 3mbossed Ethiopian sword witn inscriptions , and r ed 

leather , gold met al trim, scabbard . 

19. Black velvet scabbard with s ilver t r im (sword does 

not slip out of scabbard ). 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, O. C. 

~ss Grace Tully 
The \/hi te House 
l'lashi ngton, IJ. C. 

Dear Grace : 

12 L.lll'ch 1945 

I think the attached memorandum 

will be of intor est to the !'resident . uill 

you please see t hat it r eaches his desk. 

Thank you. 

Attachment 

Liincerely, 

Williaru J . Donovan 
Director 

\ ' • I ~ 

DE~ 

D 



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. 0. C. 

DECERif> 

wiss Ornoe Tully 
The .:bite ITouse 
\, ashill(:i ou, J , C. 

l>enr Grnce: 

12 ..uroh 1945 

I think the attoc...ed ..>O:JOrlllldWl 

nill bo of intor nsi to the Pr esident . otill 

you pl euoe s<"'l thtot it ret~clles o,~is desk. 

Tiuink you. 

.htt achmont 

Jincex·ely, 

ooillin.l J , uonOVWl 
Director 
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