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DESSYE: DECEMBER I2,1935

Ethi
Mr, Franklin D, Roosevelt -
Prerident - ‘~
The White House A\ . P
A" Ku =
Y ",". -
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My Dear Mr, Boossvelt:
We have heard here over the radio that the American people

were horrified at the news of the terrific bombing of this town and the hospital
and American Mission. It seems ineredible but I was right in the midst of the whole
affair and saw what happened and there can be mo doubt but that the bombs were aimed
&t us.

Early Friday morning just as I was dipping into the hot weter
to shave in front of my tent we heard the ominous droning of heavily motored airplanes.
We have all been here so long without anything really happeneing that at firet no ome
sctually grasped the fact that i1t was the Itallans who were coming. I ran out and
gtood by a fence to ses. Over the @t;m to the northeast through a low pass were
coming four huge trimotored monoplanes. Against the green and brown of the mountain side
the silver ships glistenmsd beautifully as they swept in upon us in perfect formations.
As 1 watched them come,they were very slow being heavily loaded and old,I saw a large
black object detatch itself and descend from the leading plame 1n a long slow parabola.
1t 1it near the small uwmused airport just below us.There was a tremendous cresh and
& columm of dirt and smoke shot up imte the air. There was no doubt. The Itallans were
on top of us. Behind the four leading planes came two more formations of three each.

Aftar that firet bomb we scarsely had time th think. Machine gums begaa %o
chatter. The heavy droning of the ships above schoed and reechoed in this mountain
powl, The crash of bombs,the coughing mtter of the antiquated anti aireraft on the
pills above us,the shots from the old rifles and shotguns and revolvers of the natives

and the shouts and cries of the population dashing for shelter made an indeseribable din.

Mules and donkeys and dogs terrified fxm by the noise from which they could not dscape
tore madly along the roads and crashed through fences. Everyone in that first few mimutes

of shock and surprise ran about wildly. Cameramen were yelling for their lemses but
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their Ethiopian helpers had scurried for safety. Journalists were running for glasses
and cameras and safety+ But there was no safety. I jumped into our truck intending to
drive into town but was stopped by Linto Wells the Herald “ribune correspondent who
had been in town when the planes urlnd.-ﬂc was wildly excited and yelled at me that
the town was mad,that the people were shooting and that & bullet had torn his coat’
There was no doubt about that either. I stopped and together with Al “aldrom Fox
Movietone photographer ,incidentally from Washington, ran for the hospital, We thought
we could get onto the roof and see into the town from there. But just as we got put
of the truck an incendiary bomb fedl two feet behind, It burnt the truck and sent it
into & lurch, 1 got back in and drove it along side the hospital, But that was not safe
however 1 left it there. Bombs were dropping all around us both incendiary and high
explosive. I heard the patients in the hospital crying wildly. ‘here were some sixty
odd mainly old men and women with leprosy and other horrible diseases. The hospital
workers had run away. So with Sorrenson and Stedin the missionaries ! helped carry
out the patients. Five bombs dropped squarely on the hospital while I was in it. Cne
1it in the ant@room to the operating room and burning in a corner destroyed a case con-
talning most of the operating instruments. We could not put the bomb out as it contain-
od some sort of chemical which flared up fiercely when water was thrown on it. A second
bomb fell in a small back room contalning four patients. I wont describe that. Cutside
bombs were falling all around. in incendiary hit a Red Cross tent also containing
instruments and burnt it to the ground. I counted forty-three bombs in all which fell
within the Mission compound.

In the town the confusion was terrible. leavy explosive bombs weighing
at least a hundred kilograms were thrown everywhere especially at the center which is
Just a erossroads of badly cobbled streeta. ‘ncendiaries were falling like rain.
Tukuls ,native grass thatched huts,were afire all over. Heavy black and yellow smoke
poured up and covered the town with a demse pall. ind comtimuously above us for more
than one Bour was that fearful menacing droning of the trimotors. expleoaive bomba

sll all about the old palace,near the Italian consulate and just below the Missionm,.



Smaller explosive bombs dropped everywhere. The dull bomm of explosions, the chatter
of machine guns both on the ground and in the planes, the shrieks and cries of the
wounded and the wild yells of the uhuuﬂfg warrlors beat about us and made a racket
and uproar { will not soon forget. It was terrible and frightening.

The planes whnt off towards the southeflst and for & few minutes we had a
breathing spell, The wounded and dying began to come in carried by their relatives
or hobbling and crawling as best they could. White shamaed figures with horrible great
spreading red patches on the white gurments streamed past us. Women and children and oM
men cut and torn and broken. Ummd,orutmmg.fnghtm.mmug they filed past like
sheep.The guns ceased firing and a deathly silence settled over the town . Then the
wild wailing of women orying for their dead rose from the smoke and dust , 1t was
heartrending and terrible.

Then from the scuth we saw and heard the planes returning, That second

attack was far worse than the first in its moral effect. The first came 8o quickly
and unexpectedly that we had no time in which to think or be afraid.But the second time!
By then we had felt the force of the bombs ,seen people blown to bits and houses torn
apart, We had seen the fires and smelt the smoke and stemch of raasting flesh. We knew
what was coming. And that second was an even flercer sttack than the first. ‘here was
& perfect rain of bombs ,big and small explosive and incendiary. Machine guns were
fired at us from the air and the falling bullets of the Bthiopians guns were nearly
as dangerous. Screaming people ran madly to escape & death which was everywhers+
Women cowered over their childrem by the roadside trying to protect them. I later saw
one such poor mother whe with her two children had baeen completely decapitated. Fhen
after an hour and a quarter of steady bombardment and machine guoning the planes went
away northwards towards Asmaras. “ehind them they left the most terrible,the most horrible
destruction I have ever seen or ever want to see.

Captain :_‘mh;.m Irishmen working here with the Hed Cross, came and wanted

someone with a truck to drive him intc the town,we were only five hundred yards away,

to gather up the wounded. I volunteered. »ogether with Waldrom we went in being the



/ first whitemen into the town. Of sourse we had to go but 1t was sickening, Dead

and mangled everywhers: “ukuls burning and wrecked buildings. Mules with their insides
strewn over the streets and spattersd about. fogs and bits of people here and thers”
B orrible smells and frightened cries. Threats from the people who only knew that they
had seen their own brokenm and mangled by whites from the air and that we were whites
We made piotures and notes and gathered up wounded and rushed them back to the hospital
and then started again. Behind us this time followsd the Faramount truck, Just beyond
the crossroads we in front heard wild yells from behind, I stopped and & bullet thudded
into the Ethiopian interpreter beside me. He slumped shot through the arms the bone
sticking out in several places, Behind us in the other truck a ¥remch correspondent
“eorge Goyon was shot through the leg just above the kmee. Varges the Hearst camera—
man had a bullet pass betwesn his legs singing his trousers. We rushedour wounded back
were my man had his arm amputated an operation which killed him, “stamining the truck
we found two bullet holes in it. We were fired on by Ethiopians in the town. But I
cannot find it in my heart to blame them. ! was too ashamed of being white after seeing
what other whites had just done to what to all dntents and parposes amounts to a
defenceless towm.

Back at the Mission I found the Red Cross and hospital jammed beyond capacity
The Doctors could not cope with the wounded streaming in. The Ethiopian members of the
“ed Cross were practically useless as I had thought that they would be, Confused and
;1rrif1od they ran about aimlesaly. Many were missing altogether. So I pitched in to
help. Having had experience in Dr Grenfells hospitals on the Labrador and much on
expeditions I could give chloroform and midwt stitch up people and bandage.With a
German doctor and & polish assistant talking in broken fremch I helped care for one
bundred and eleven cases. 1 gave forty odd chloroforms., For more than nine hours we
worked without food or smokes cleansing,bendaging sewing operating on women and
children and old people. Cut of the total killed and wounded omly five soldiers were

wonnded, All the rest were unhappy,inoffensive civilians. As they sat and lay about

the dressing tent dumb and wrunderstanding with pain shining in their eyes 1 could
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" n ot help but wonder what it was all about. Why was it that women had to have their

legs smashed off,their breasts torm away with bomb splinters? Why did little children
have to be brought to me blinded by incendiary bombe their faces and thin bodies
burnt and pitted by flying chemicals? What had happened to the world cutside that I =
whiteman should be mmm sewing up dark bodies or cutting off dark limbs which had been
mangled and hurt by other whitemen? Was this a true example of the great white oivil-
izmation of which we had been taught to be so proud?

There can be no doubt but that the attack on the hospital was deliverate. “hich
is inexplleable for several reasons. First there was a large 'r-.d Cross painted on the
roof of the hospital. I saw it myself as I orawled onto the roof to examine the holes
made through it by incendiary bombs. It is true that the paint was oldish and that the
cross probably did not show up well. But there wers other red crosses about on buildings
and on small flags lying on the ground. Suppose ,however,that these could not be LT
Suppose that all thu' aviators could see from above was the journalists collection of teds
and trucks in the Mission compound. From above the tents of our encampment and that of
the Hed Cross which adjoined us might have looked like a military encampment. However
the second and most damaging evidence against the Italians is the fact that for years
thers has been an Italisn comsulate in Dessye. The building is only some four
hundred yards from the end of the Mission compound. Now both Mission and Consulate have
been side by side for years. The Italian comsul Doctor Breilld was oftem treated in
the Mission hospital by Yoctor Jtadin. It 1s incomcievable that,after all the careful
detalled reports which were sent out of Ethiopla by the Italians statiomed here, that
the existence of this Mission and its exact situation should nmot have been known and
what 18 more marked on the maps which the Italian aviators were carrying.

It 18 possible to say that because the Mission was and 1s sc close to the
Italian Consulate in which the Emperor was living that the bombs which fell on the
Mission were really intended for the Consulate in an endeavor to kill the Epperor.

But the mmmworimx acourate shooting dome on the old palace and om the center of town
does not bear this out. Those aviators flying in those slow ships above us Imew their
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Jobs and certainly could throw their bombs with precision. I have been all over town

several times and arcund the palace checking and those Italian boys were good.

It was something to witnmess and experience and write about. The Italians
furnished the final touch just as thebegan the affair. One of the aviators riding
in plane mumber ninety sevem threw out a bottls containing this message:

" Hurrah for Italy. Hurray for Duce, Hurray for the King. We carry the tricolor
the sign of the Lictors of Faclsm,the sign of the civilization of Home, We salute you
Negus,H alle Selassie, Did your umbrella do you any good today? How did you like ocur
Blescuits? "

Filnishing yp my dressing,weary and tired and sick from the clmlpﬂfum.*
looked at the wounded lying about in the lamplight with red stained bandages tied
about their limbs and bodies, The"sign of the civilisation of Rome", I fell asleep

a very disillusioned whiteman,
Saturday morning five more Italian planes droned up from out over the shimmer-

ing Danakil desert:tc the south and east. They were planes with single motors and black
bodles and silver wings. That their coming nearly frightened uws to death is putting it
mildly. But they passed along the edge of town dropping only two huge explosive bombs
and one erate of incendiaries., All missed. The planes went on north and attacked the
Imperial guard camped twenty-five miles from here drop,ping more than eighty big bombs
anly thirty-five of which exploded. This has been t$rue of all the Italian bombs. So
far as we can check not more thanm fifty percent have exploded.They musy have been made

of very poor material or in a great hurry. Or possibly they have gotten damp in the

rainy season. Had all the bombs which were dropped exploded there would have been very

1ittle left of us or of Deasye.
I have sent Isabells two packets of splinters from the bombe and an incendiary

gase, The stesl off the bombs is nearly an inch in thickness and when the bomba
explode the steel tears making the most awful splinters. Bveryome has an edge like a
knife. As sveryone of the splinters has been torn this way we have concluded that some
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/puill grade or type of steel is being used in their construstion, If this is true
the Italians cannot very well make cut a case against the Ethiopians because some
of them fire dumdum tullets. Those splinters are far far Worde than any lead bullet could
ever ba.

I have received a cable recalling me. It came just previous to the bombing
and ouriously enough was immediately followed by one ordering me to stay. 9ince the
excitement I have received more orders to remain here for a time but as the story
has contimued for so long without any real news the papers are getting tired of the
expense of keeping us all out here. For which I cannot blame them, It has been a most
interesting experience for me., 4s I think I mentioned when I wrots to you befors I
left I wanted to come to see whether or not an Afriecan race could,in the face of
threatened extinetion,cooperate and organize themselves, To me this has been the mogt
interesting aspect of this trip to Ethiopia. 4nd I have reached the conclusiom that

even these Ethiopians,who ars not negros but who ceratinly have negroid blood in them,

cannot organize withoutmoutside help. The best of them,those who have had Buropean
educations have a veneer of abllity and ceivilisation,tut under strees it collapsess

Without the gulding hand of such men here as Colson the American,Ths Greek Doctor

completely fallen apart in the face of the Italian threat. Hevolution and intrigue and
money grabbing would have broken down every semblance of governmesnt.

For H aile Selassie I cannot 8ay too much, He is so superior to the average
Ethiopian that it is difficult to believe that he is truly one of them, For dignity
courage and courtesy I have never met his equal. And the calm way in which he passes
through one crisis after another indicates that he has tremendous control. e actually
worked & machine gun against the Italians,then was down amongst the wounded. He realiszed
how much the correspondents telegrams about the bombing did for his canse so last
night he gave us a dinner.From where he produced the food and wine I cannot guess.But
for Dessye,situated high amongst the peaks of Jthiopia far from the railway the dinner
was excep tlonally good. The correspondents turned ¥ in khaki pants,sweaters and pull
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< overs, N o one had anything decent to wear as we have been camping for nearly a
4 month now. But it made no difference. In the funny old palace surrounded by bomb
eraters and unexploded bombs,in & room papered with the extrems in horrible red
and green and yellow wall paper we were served by servants wearing revolvers and cart-
ridge belts while guards stood about carrying rifles: Gasoline lanterns furnished the
light. Behind the Emperor as he sat at the head of the tabdh stood the canopy under
which his throme is placed for audiences. The cheapest sort of Japanese prints
decorated the walls. Even in such a setting the power and personality of the Emperor
made itself felt., I do not think that there is a single correspomdent here who has come
into any contact with His Majesty who has not the most profound respect for him, i
nearlty wrote affection for everyone has the deepest sympathy for the man and all his
troubles. I have dined four times at his table mow twiwe with only two other whites
present and I must say that of all the rulers I have met H aile Jelassie is one of
the most completely courteoms and dignified and thoughtful.
There can be little doubt ,however, that the only true solution of this
Ethiopian problem would be to place Ethiopla under some form of mtu}'utiml mandates
If they bellieve that they have won the war the Ethloplans will be set back at least
& hundred years. Victory will be construed by them as a vindieation of their poliey
of isolat ion from the white and more civilised portions of the world. Advance,education
sanitation ,polieing and such will be infinitely retarted:. The Emperor 1 feel certain
from converstalons with him would be willing to agree to some form of League controls
He has his own internal difficulties of which we have only & faint idea. The old
reactionary group here are hard against him, International control through the Emperor
would do much to strengthem his hands and make it possible for him to put through the
reforms which he knows are necessary. Such International control would also pave the
way for a gradual penetration of whites and the subsequent development of the rescurces

of Ethiopia. These,at least the sgricultural and pastoral rescources,are very great and

have scarsely been toucled.



1 have not writtem before because there was no real news to send and because

there has been such a flood of “thiopian material in every publication that ! believed
you must have had more than encugh news. But this I witness account of the actual
bombing of the American Mission may be interesting. I hope so.
Now that I am returning ! am faced with the grave problem of what I shall
do. Africa 1 think is finished so far as I am concernsd. The cantinent is still vastly
interesting to me,of course,and always will be but I have children growing up and
Afriea is not a country for them, Education is impossible to obtain and making a
living is almost equally as impossible . I have spent most of my money following up
my seientific work in Rhodesia and I cannot any longer afford to contimue that. &
still believe in the worth of this work but it is too expensive and too long drawn out
for anyone except a very rich man to pay for out of his own pocket. I have learned an
enormous amount from thése years in Africa but they do not seem to be able to do me
mich good except in one possible WELY o
Twelve years of intimate contact with negroes has given me an under standing
of their problems . I have studied the problems of tropical agriculture,of tropical
meat ralsing ,of sanitation,housing and medication intensively for years. As you
kmow I had my own h'hnrn-.tor;r on Ibambas I have lived through three different types of
British Colonial administration and have studied the South African and Fortuguese
systems of governing natives. Now I have added to this experience nearly half a year
of study of the Ethiopians.
America I have felt for some time has a distinet lack of men who have had
colonial experience and who are fitted to take up administrative and other work in
our eolonial possessions. Before I left for this trip to Bthiopia I had thought very
seriously of applying for some sort of work in our West Indies. I once lived on
Dominica for aeveral months and the problems of those islands and islanders have
interested me ever since: Now as I look forward to returning to America the thought
occurs Yo me that the spot in which my years of experlemce in Africa could be turned to

the greatest advantage would be in the Virgin Islands. So I am venturing to take
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" 4 the very great liberty of asking you if you think that there might be some position

in the government adminiytration of the irgin Islands which I could £1117 I cammot
think of & typ e of work which would be of more interest nor one which I could do to

better advantage. I hope that I am not presuming in making such a request and that
you will not be offended.
Not Imowing exactly when I shall return I cannot give you any address here.
1 shall certainly be gone from Dessys before long and I scarsely think that I shall be
in A4dis Abeba for more than & week or two at the most. I shall miss Christmas with
my family which is a very unhappy situation., We spent last Christmas alonside the oil
dook in Trinidad: ! believ I sent you a card from there. Although this will be very late
may I wish you a very happy christmas and an even happier New Year.
believe me most sincedely )__fprh
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Fermanent address
% Francle G.Hoyt

22 East 40 street
New York City



ILITARY INTELLIGENCE DIVisION
HEPLYING BEFTR

WAR DEPARTMENT

QFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF
WASHINGTON D C,

December 26, 1935,
MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF:

According toc the best avallable information the mumber
of Italian troops in East Africa is as follows:

1. The Eritrean Army, under Marshal Pletro Badoglio, is
based on the Port of Massaua, has penetrated as far as Makmle.
Its distribution is as follows:

Regular Army divisions:

"Oavinana” .......cc00000 17,000
e P 17,000
"Gran Sasso” .....ec000.0 . 17,000
PEE1A" sosnsisnasnsnannss « _17,000
Potal secesens . EB,D‘DU - ﬁﬁ.ﬂm

Corps troops (artillery, engineers, tanks, etc.) 53,000

Facist Divisions:

224 Mareh ........ e « 13,000
28th October +..ccvvsvans 13,000
2lat April civssiisiinnns 13,000
3d JADOATY sreecassrsncss 12,000
1st FebIUATY ev.vssensses 13,000
Tﬂtﬁl Fsg s e s ™ Eﬁ,ﬂm - 55 .mﬂ
AIT FOrce svceveonncccnrrressncacnans sene 2,500
Soba) WRIS socsssaisasnive 188,500

Troops native:

The number of native troops has been diffiecult to check.
Two divieions are knmown to be present on the Northern Front and
mmerous detachments., The best available estimate is 60,000. The
total military strength on the Northern Front is, therefore, approxi=-
mately 248,500,

Added to the military force are Italian laborers to the



number of some 30,000, about 5,000 other foreign laborers and an
indeterminate number of native workmen.

2, On the Somaliland Front, under General Rodolfo Grasiani,
is a force based on Mogadiclioc which has penetrated to Gorahai,
Its composition is as followsa:

"Peloritanl Division" ......... «s 17,000
Corps TTOOPS svevvvesnonnnens sess 10,000
Total Italian ........ «s 27,000
NOLIVE wuvvvnennrenacnneonnnnons . 40,000
Workmen, Italian seescecscscnss ee T

Workmen, native = ipdeterminate

At Assab is stationed a small force of about one battalion
of Italian troops, & battalion of native troops and a small group of
artillery,

The Teverc Regular Army Divielcon, with the strength of
about 17,000, has been mobilized in Italy and is sald on good auth=
ority to be embarking shortly for the Somaliland Front,

The following Facisti organizations (of groups of battalions
of a strength of about 4,000 each) have left or or preparing to leave
for Africa: Diamanti, Mantagns and a group of four separate bat-
talions.

From the best information available, the Italians have a
maximmm of 250 planes on the Horthern Front and about 50 on the Soma=
1iland front,.

The normal division organization in Africa is as follows:

Headquarters and Headquarters Company

One group of Carabinieri

One medical section

One subsistence section

One motor transport section

One ammunition train

One signal company

One engineer regiment - 1,000 to 1,500

One tank company

Three regiments of infantry = 3 bns. of 800
One regiment of artillery = 3 groups 75 pk.Bow,

1 group 100/17 motor How,
A total of 17,000 with a fighting strength of about 14,500,
- a —-—



3. The Ethioplan forces comprise abomnt 10,000 Belglan-
trained Imperial Guard, 50,000 irregular troops and an unde=
termined number of tribal levies, equipped with about 200,000
modern rifles, 800 machine=guns, 700 automatic rifles, 24 anti=
aireraft guns, 3 batteries of German mountain guns and 9 planes.
They have about 400 trucks, a few radios and probably about
120,000,000 cartridges. They are supposed to be disposed as
follows:

On the Northern Front, opposite the Italian right, which
is under General Maravigna, is Hass Ayalan with about BO,Q00,
Opposite the Italian center, which is under General Biroli, are
Rass Imru and Rass Eassa who are supposed to have nearly 100,000
troops. Oppoeite Santini, on the Itallan left, is Rass Jeyum,
Governor of Tigre Province, with about 75,000, On the extreme
left of the Italian line, some 40,000 more Ethioplans are reported,

In the South, opposite General Grasiani, are reported,
from west tc east-, Bayahamoud with 25,000, Desta Dentu with 75,000,
in the Shiboll River valley. Then in the vicinity of Harrar and
Jigiga 1s Rass Naszibu, with Vehib Pasha as his Chief of Staff, with
about Bﬂ,m-

4, The following casuslties were reported by the Italians
up to December let:

Eilled:
Italian officers s.vesnssnnccsnsnses e 4
Italian enlisted men sevccsssccscanas . 9
E.-t-j-“ I R R N N ERE R R (R EE | 92
Hounded:
Itallan officers c.ssessncnnsssssssash 7
It.llln .nli't-d D0 ssssnssssssssnaas ™ 11
Hative AR R R RSB EE R EREER s EE s ™ 1"'5

t d 8 1l caunses;

MIIIMYY Sissisarassrsninssnaianess s . 241
Italian workmen ecesssesscnccsscssnsnes OOF
Hative workmen ..sccsvccesscssssscssasss T

Since December lst there have been several reports of casualties of
greatly increased severity, In one fight, for instance, south of
Axum the Italiane reported about 300 killed, and there has been con=
timuous skirmishing all alcng both fronts,

A. D, S,



DEPARTMENT OF S8TATE
A NGTON
FAYEY

January
My dear Mr, President:

With reference to your recent request for further
information regarding the milltary situstlion in Ethiopia,
I enclose a copy of a telegram reoeived today from
Mr. Ehgartl our Chargé d'Affaires at Addis Absba. In
this telegram Mr, Engert stresses the difficulty of
obtaining reliable military information at Addis Ababa,
particularly sinee the departure of the Empercr for his
military hesdquartera at Dessye. However, Ir. Engert
points out that the newly appointed Military Attaché,
Captain Meade, who arrived at Addis Ababa on Decem-
ber 10 and left for Dessye by mule caraven on Decem-
ber 26, will doubtless report from there in the near
future. Meanwhile, the Chargé d'Affaires will send
forward within the next few days his own personal im-
presslons of the military situatlon.

In view of the absence of adequate means of
communication between the war zones and the oapital,

I appreclate that it is not an easy matter for Ilr. Engert
to
The President,
The White House.



to obtain reliasble information at Addis Ababa. I feel
confident, however, that he is doing his utmost in the
matter, for he has all along done splendid work under
most diffioult and trying elrcumstances.

Faithfully yours,

Enclosure: f
From Addis Ababa,
Telegram No, 8,
January 5, 8 p. m.
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ADDIS ABABA (VIA N R).
+ Dated January 5, 1936
Rec'd 6th 7137 p.me
S8ecretary of State,

Washington, D.C.

8, January 5, 8 p.m,

Your 2, January 4, 3 p.m,

Greufly regret d:=lay in forvarding supplementary
military report due to the unusual difficulties in
obtaining prompt and accurate information from various
sources aince the Emperor left the Capital. Ethiopian
communicues which f have been forwarding by mail are alrost
worthless in arriving at an estimate of the situntion as a
whole while Government sources maintain utmost secrecy
regarding military affairs. Italian and Ethiopian versions
of the same event are often flatly contradictéry and
communications are so slow and uncertain that even the
Government frequently receives reports only a week or two
after the incidents they describe, For example, the Govern-
ment announced today some Italian bombings which took
place December 26 but without giving any details. And it
took the British Minister who is in charge of Swedish
interests, from December 30 until yesterday to ascertain
the nome of the Swede who was killed near Dolo.

I have no hesitation in saying that 75 per cent of the
newspaper reports which have gone out from here regarding

military
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From Addis Ababa, Jan. 5, #8,
military events have been pure guesswork and padding,
I assume the Department would not wish me to duplicate
such information by telographing rurors which are cuﬁrr;ﬂt‘
in groct profusion. The Department will, I believe, find
that I have striven to put accuracy abowve all else in my
reporting.
I should perhaps add that I had naturally expected
to enli=zt the cooperation of the liilitary Attache in
bringing ny report up to date but as he felt even more
atréngly than I thot 1ittle militery information of walue
could Le ecollected herec he loft for Dessfe and will dout-
leas report from there.
However, in order not to discpnoint the Department, I
am incorporating some personal impressions of the present

military situation in a ‘brief report which will reach you

in a fow days.

J5
MeL



Addis Ababa, LEthiopia.
January 10, 1936.

My dear Mr., President:

It was most kind of you to send me your good
wishes for Christmas and the New Year, and my staff and
I appreciate them deeply.

The generous terms in which you are good enough
to refer to the Legation's work here are most encouraging
and we shall all strive hard to merit them. Your own un-
remitting efforts on behalf of the welfare of the nation
have been & great inspiration to us, and we have become
accustomed to look to you for unselfish guldance in our
task of upholding the honor and interests of the United
States in these remote parts.

Permit me to refer in particular to your wise re-
straint and calm appraisement of all the facts in an in-
ternational situation of immense complexity. Viewed from
the vantage ground of this capital the clear-headed prud-
snce of the American Government amidst the saber-rattling
in Europe has been a reassuring beacon., Although it may
be & case of righteous men crying in the wilderness, the
great moral authority which is ours because we have re-
nounced all desire for imperialistie conguests and wish
for neither power nor domination over others, is bound to
meke itself felt. Having ourselves once fought to end war
we look with horror upon this mad and anachronistic ad-
ventures and have no desire to become involved in 1it.

Although your and Secretary Hull's disintersted
warnings seem to have fallen on deaf ears, I feel con-
vinced that so long as we are willing to "strive against
disorder and aggression™ - as you have so well said in
your Thanksgiving Proclamation - and refuse to ald nations
which are at war, you will be able to help in leading man-
kind towards security and prosperity. For even the most

The President,
The White House.



rigid regimentation of independent thought will not per-
mit a dictator lightheartedly to disregard the disapprov-
al of the public opinion of the world, if all those who
have the cause of international justice at heart will seek
earnestly to check the wrongful use of force.

The world is clearly once more at some sort of
parting of the ways. Forces which make for wer seem today
to be again in the ascendant, and the very framework of
western civilization may be in danger of collapse. Pious
professions of peaceful policies have not been able to pre-
vent the unilateral repudiation of solemn treaties and the
resort to violence. You have faithfully interpreted the
average American's fears of foreign entanglements, but you
have also shown that unprovoked aggression is a matter of
concern to the whole world. The American people believe
with you that spiritual forces are, in the long run, more
powerful than mere physical force in bringing about hon-
orable rules of conduct between governments. Some day, we
firmly hope, when world conscience has become thoroughly
aroused and is properly organized, moral suasion will suf-
fice to suppress war. But in the meantime it is under
high-minded leadership such as yours that greater spirit-
ual unity among nations and a new philosophy of interna-
tional life must be achieved if all we cherish most in our
heritage is not to perish.

With renewed thanks for your courteous greetings
I remain, my dear Mr. President,

Yours very resp ctfully—-f>

g
Charge d'Affaires a




DEPARTMENT OF S8TATE
WABHINGTON

June 12, 1936

My dear Mr, President:

On May 9, 1938, we instructed Mr. Engert, the
Minister Resident at Addis Ababa, to give ue, after
careful investigation, the benefit of his besBt judgment
as to whether it could be said that there was no longer
any recogniged military opposition to the Italian forces
in Ethicpia, It was explained to Mr. Engert that this
information wae desired for use in considering the pos-
sible revocation of the proclamation of October 5, 1835,
placing an embargo on the shipment of arms, ammunition
and implements of war to Italy and Ethiopia.

On May 17 Mr. Engert reported that it could hardly
be sald that the war had definitely ended although the
Italian Government was most &nxidus to create such an
impreseion. In this connection Mr. Engert pointed out
that some of the Italian footholds in the North were by
no meane secure and that penetration of Italian troops

into
The President,
The White House.
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into the Southern area was bound to be hazardous and
elow. OUn the other hand, he expressed the opinion that
organiged military operation in the modern sense was un-
likely to develop on a large scale. At the same time he
pointed out that there were still a number of Ethiopian
leaders in the field with guerilla bands but it was im-
possible to estimate thelr strength, Under these cir-
cumstances Mr. Engert suggested that action in the mat-
ter be deferred until the situation bhad become more
clarified.

On June 4, 1936, instructions were sent to Mr. Engert
requeating such further reports from time to time with
respect to the military situation as might help throw
light upon the subject discussed above. On the following
day Mr. Engert replied that Italian forces could not be
8aid to be in complete control anywhere South of the
Ninth Parallel and Weet of the Fortieth Meridian exocept
along the Djibouti-Addis Ababa railway. He added that
there appeared to be no Italian troope South of the Blue
Nile and that the Weeternmcst point so far occupied in
central Ethiopia was the town of Ambo, eome fifty-five
miles West of Addis Ababa. Mr., Engert astated, moreover,
that the Iteliane had made no effort to penetrate into
vagt areas in the Bouthwest of the country and that the

Itallian



Italian authorities had been unable to accede to the
Tequest of the Belgian Minister for the evacuation of
eight Europeans located on coffee plantations only
fourteen miles by road from one of the rallway etations
not far from Addis Ababa., The Minister Resident algo
etated that hie repeated inquiries concerning the welfare
of Americen miesionairies in the Southern and Southwest—
ern part of the country hed alway® been met with the
reply that the Italian authorities had no information
concerning the situation in that area and that they were
not prepared to send any troope there,

From the foregoing description i1t would appear that
the Italians are not in control of the area marked in
purple on the enclosed map. It will be observed that
thie area amounts to approximately one-third of the ter—
ritory of Ethiopia.

¥Mr, Engert reports the receipt of information from
some of the Western provinces indicating that local
chieftaine have set up governments in those arems and
are keeping reasonably good order. Disarming of the
natives has apparently been slow and unsatiefactory,

For example, Mr. Engert was informed by Marshal Badoglio
that only 400 rifles had been collected in Addis Ababa.
Inasmuch ae nearly every Ethiopilan was accustomed to

carrying
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carrying & rifle of some sort the number collected at
the capital is obviocusly extremely small., The propor-
tion of rifles collected in the provinces is doubtless
even smaller and reporte are received that Italian
convoys between Addis Ababe and Dessye continue to be
attacked,

Mr. Engert points out that he doee not wish to
convey the impreesion that properly constituted political
entities exist and govern portions of the country in the
name of the Emperor or that any large organized forces
are in the field even in those &reas where no Italian
80ldiers have 80 far penetrated. He cbeserves, however,
that certain obvious difficulties are Just beginning for
the Itelians and that even if they are left by other
Powere in undisturbed poseeseion it may be 8ix months
or more before they will be able properly to garrison
the whole country.

I learn informally that tne War Department has no
Teporte woien throw any additional light upon the military
situation in Ethiopia.

In view of the uncertainties of the situation and
pending further clarification thersof we are of the
Opinion that it would be desirable to refrain from
taking any action with respect to the revocation of the

proclamation



proclamation of QOctober 5, 1936, establishing an embargo
upon the shipments of arms to Italy and Ethiopia, until
I report to you further.

Faithfully yours,

\
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DEPARTMENT OF B8TATE
WABHINGTON

"

#

June 19, 1936.
My dear Mr. President:

In connection with the consideration of revoking
your proclamations of October 5, 1935, and of February
29, 1936, admonishing American citizens not to travel
on vessels of either belligerent and relating to the
embargo againet shipment of arme to Ethiopia and to
Italy, there ie submitted for your approval the draft
of a etatement which you may wish to make public at
the time of issuing the proclamations to revoke the
earlier ones.

The text of the proclametione themselves will be
submitted tomorrow morning.

Faithfully yours,

\
Enclosure;

Draft of State- L m | |
J.'I f \ 4 ; : e
ment to be made. A X/ Ll

The President,
The White House.



STATEMENT TO BE MADE BY THE PRESIDENT AT
THE TIME OF ISSUING HIS PROCLAMATION
REVOKING EARLIER PROCLAMATIONS RE-
GARDING THE WAR BETWEEN ITALY AND
ETHIOPIA.

FOR DISTRIBUTION SATURDAY FOR PUBLICATION IN SUNLDAY MORNING FAPERS
When it was ascertained that a state of War

existed between Italy and Ethiopia I performed the

duty imposed upon me by legislation theretofore

enacted by issuing proclemations making effective an
embargo on arms, ammunition and implemente of war

from the United States to the belligerent countries

and admonishing American citizens to abstain from
traveling on belligerent vessels. 1In doing so I was
Passing upon a question of fact. Having now ascertained
that, in fact, the conditions which led to the issue

of the proclamations have ceased to exist, I have, in
conformity with the duty imposed upon me, issued
pProclemations revoking my earlier proclamatione. There-
fore the statements which I issued in respect to
commercial transactions with the belligerents are no

longer applicable.

June 19, 1938,



MEMORANDUM TCO ACCOMPANY THE LETTER TO THE
PRESIDENT REGARDING THE ITALO-ETHIOPIAN
WAR SITUATION

The followlng gquotation from Oppenheim's
treatise on International Law, which represents the
concensus of opinion of the authorities, shows the
distinction between guerilla warfare and war between
"two or more forelgn States", as specified in the
resolution of Congress:

" _ ., . one speaks of guerilla war or petty war
when, after the defeat and the capture
of the main part of the enemy forces, the
occupation of the enemy territory, and the
downfall of the enemy Government, the routed
remmants of the defeated army carry on the
contention by mere guerilla tactics. Although
hopeless of success in the end, such petty war
can go on for & long time, thue preventing the
establishment of a state of peace, in spite
of the fact that regular war is over and the
task of the army of ocaupation is no longer
regular warfare., Now, the question whether
such guerilla war is real war in the sirict
gense of the term in International Law must,
I think, be answered in the negative, for two
reasons. First, there are no longer the forces
of the two States in the field, because the
defeated belligerant State has ceased to exist
through the military occupation of 1tes territory,
the downfall of its established Government, the
capture of the main part and the routing of the
remnant of its forces. And, secondly, there is
no longer in progress a contention between armed
forces, For although the guerilla bands are

still
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8t11l fighting when attacked, or when attacking
small bodies of enemy soldiers, they try to
avold a pitched battle, and content themselves
with constantly harassing the victorious army,
destroying bridges and railways, cutting off
communications and supplies, attacking convoys,
and the like, always in the hope that some event
may occur which will induce the victorious army
to withdraw, If, then, guerilla war is not
real war, it is obvious that in strict law the
victor need no longer treat the guerilla bands
as a belligerent Power, and their captured
members as soldiers, e then goes on to state
that he sees no advantage in treating them as
criminals,/® (Ibid. 128,)

It 18 conceivable that guerilla warfare in
Ethiopia may be carried on for sometime to come, as
in the case of the Philippine Islands, following

the Spanish American War and other similar situations,



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

DIvISION OF NEAR EASTERN AFFAIRS

November 9, 1936,

A-M
Dear Judge loore:

Following is a brief statement respectiang our situation
relative to Ethiopia:

1. We have no definite reason for believing that we shall
be asked in the near future formal ly to recognize the Italian
congquest of Ethiopia. In this conneotion it is important to
recall that the Italian authorities raised no difficulty in
accepting Mr. Phillips' letter of eredence addressed only to
the "King of Italy". It is true that subseguently the Italians
have insisted that the eredentials of the new French, Chilean
and Finnish diplomatic representatives be addressed to the
"King of Italy and Empercr of Ethiopia”. It 1s understood
that the Chilean Government will authorize its Ambassador, if
necessary, to present letters bearing the title of "Emperor”.
This would indicate that the position of the Italian Govern-
ment respecting Ethiopla is stiffening. At the same time it
is to be remembered that the Italians have in several respscis
accorded us special treatment in Ethiopia and exhibited a dis-
position to be conciliatory toward us, Aalthough the possi-
bility of the Itallans requesting formal recognition of the
conquest by us is not to be excluded, I consider that they

are much less likely to ask us to accord such recognition
than



than almost any other country.

2. At the present time we have in Ethiopia two career
of ficers -- Mr. Engert, who acts as Minister Hesident and
Consul General, and Mr, Cramp, who serves as Third Secretary
and Consul. They have no difficulty in their relatioms with
the Italian authorities. On the contrary, those authorities
have gone out of their way to accord special facilities and
privileges to our representatives.

%. We contemplate withdrawing Mr, Cramp in the near
future to enable him to take long deferred home leave and to
transfer Mr. Engert as soon as possible, in any event not later
than the spring, and to replace them by an officer holding only
a consular commission.

4. One of the chief reasons far maintaining representa-
tion in Ethiopia is to extend such protection as may be possible
to the approximately ninety Amariﬁan nationals still remaining
{n the country. In view of the fact that the Ethiopian situa-
tion may still develop factors dangerous 1o world peace it also
seems desirable to be represented there in order that we may
be kept informed of developments. Having maintdned representa-
tion in Ethiopia throughout the recent warfare it woald seem
undesirable to withdraw our representation entirely until the
situation becomes more clarified.

5. Other countries represented in Addis Ababta at the
present time are: Franoce, by a Minister; Great Britain, by

a Chargé d'Affaires; Germany, by & Consul General; Belgium,
by



by a Chargé des Affaires;and Egypt, by a Consul., Our status
with respect to Ethiopia is the same as that of all of these
countries with the exception of Germany, which has granted
full recognition to the Italian conquest,

6. Approximately ninety American nationals remain in
Ethiopia. Practically all of these are medical or religious
missionaries, More than half of this number reside in or near
4ddis Ababa, while some thirty-five are in the provinces, par-
ticularly in territory not yet ocoupied by the Italian forces,
Most of these nationals stay on in Ethiopia because they con-
sider their services are needed by the local population. In
addition, those located in the provinces are for the most part
unable to withdraw because of the danger attendant to passage
over bandit-infested trails,

7. In view of the friendly attitude manifested toward us
by the Italian authorities it seems unlikely that the Italisans
would ask us, if we replaced our present representation by a
consular officer, to recognize Italian sovereignty. In this
connection it of interest to note that the British Governument
has recently sent two consular officers to Ethiopia. In both
cases the Italian Government was simply notified that these
officers were being sent and visas were requested. Exequaturs
for these consular officers were not obtained and their dispateh
to Ethiopia apparently raised no question of recognition. From
our information it appears that foreign consular officers serv-

ing in Ethiopia without exequaturs are not recognized by the

Italian
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Italian authorities any more than are the so-called "®x-
legations", Nevertheless these consular officers are able

to do business with the Italian authorities. If, in notify-
ing the Italians of our intention to send a consular officer
to Addis Ababa, the question of the issuance of an exequatur
should be raised, or if we should otherwise be requested to
recognize Italian soverel gnty, it would be obviously desirable
for us to refrain from sending a new officer and to close

down our representation entirely.

8. Although our total trade with Italy decreased slightly
during the first eight months of 1936, as campared with 1935,
the decline has not been great. Following are the figures of
American-Italian trade for 1934 and 1935 and for the first

eight months of 1935 and 1936:

Exports to ltaly

1934 cevevessees $64,578,000
1PBY sasnrenenne ?E.%sﬂ,nﬂa
Jﬂﬂq-ﬁugo 1935 L ] 4¢,QGD|QDO
Jﬂﬂ--ﬁ.ug. 1935 LR B B EEIQGUIQGG

Imports from Italy

L R . $35,749,000
1935 R EE,ﬁ?E,GUQ
J&n+_kugu lgﬁﬁ L Y El,lﬂﬂ,ﬁﬁﬂ
Jﬂn-ﬂiug. 1935 LR ] EE,lDH,DGG

Wallace Murray
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November 10, 1936.

Memorandum for FPres.
From R. Walton Moore

Sub ject-=Spain and Ethopla.
Attanhed ap ofSpain ##th

SEE==R. Walton Moore=(2S) Drawer l=-=1936



For data from the War Dept. on the
Italo=Ethoplan Controversy.

SLE==War Dept. Folcer--={(S) Drawer l=--1936



To Chiefl of Staff;
From F. H. Lincoln-=Var Dept.
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IMPERIAL ETHIOPIAN LEGATION

President Franklin I. Roosevelt,

The White House,

Washington, DL.C.,

UsS.A.
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Your lmperlal HajJealy:

1 have resslved ﬂnmplnmnﬂuﬁ
letter of Hay 1, 1042 and ;ur-,m‘mlnt 1
rﬂﬂlutﬂlﬂhmm-lnnh. \

It 48 & souree of such satlisfagtion to =e and
Lo the e of the United Itates that your eountry,
whieh £ t so Soursgooucly kgelnst a ruthless snemy,
has regalned Lts 1 snoa sod self-govermsent.
Tha atesdfuat fri p of the iserioan pecple and
thelr wnumnmmnumuﬂn
gontinue by menilfested during the days af recaon=
strustion now facing your eountry. It is my slusere
bops that you asd the gellant psople of Ethicple,
while datersined se sver o deTend your lané
willing to share in the Jolnt saerifiees which will
be required of us im res levw and order ln
internationsl relstions, will now be frer Lo Teouns
onee wllmhhﬂﬂpmdlﬂhuﬂnth
bount!ful sessure the frults of justles snd good

Aweds .
In this spirit I send you grestings.
Your Good Friemd,

Ein Iaperial Hajesaly
Heile Selosslr I
Emperor af l".m-pu,
Addls Ababa.

o
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

July 11, 1942

] MEMORANDUM FOR MH. MoINTYHE:

The American Legetion at Cairo has forwarded to
the Department a letter addressed to the President
by His Imperiel Maj)esty Helle Selassie I, Emperor of
Etniopia, which is enclosed herewith, together with a
copy in translation, and a copy of the transmitting
deapa tch.

I am elso enclosing a draft of a nu_igautud reply
to His Imperial Msjesty for the President's signature.
If the President approves the draft, and if you will
return it to me; I shall be glad to have 1t forwarded
to the Americen Legation st Lelro for appropriste
delivery.

= N

George T. Bummerlin.

Enclosures:
Draft letter;
Despatch from Cairo
with enclosure.
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AMERICAN LEJATION

For
The President
From
The Emperor of Ethiopis
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LEGATION OF THE UMITED 8TaTEd OF AMERICA
Cairo, May 18, 1942
No. 387

Bubject: Transmission of Letter from Haile Selsssi I,
Emperor of Ethioplas to President Franklin D,

hoosevelt.

The Honorable
The Secretary of btute,
Washington.

Sir:

I have the honor to transmlt to the Department, for
forwarding to the White House, the letter, dated May 1, 1942,
referred to in the Legation's telegram No. 760 of May iE,

1 p.m., 1942, from Haile Selassie I, Emperor of Ethiopla,
to President Franklin D, Hoosevelt. & translation of the
letter furnished by the Emperor's representatlve TEEFAYE
Te%agn vhen he presented the original is also enclosed, as
well as copies thereof for the Department's files,

A brief telegrephic report of the activities of TSEFAYE
Tegagn during his visit to Cairo was contained in the Lega-
tion's telegrem No, 777 of May 15, 194Z2.

Respectfully yours,
A. KIEK
Alexander Kirk

Enclosures:
1/ Letter from Emperor Haile

Belassie to President Roosevelt
2/ Translaticon of 1/ furnished by Emperor's

representative.
3/ Coples of transletion.

8ent in triplicate.
file no. T10.
JEJ fwba
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CONGUERING LION OF THE THRIBE OF JUDAH
HAILE SELLASIE I

ELECT OF GOD, EMPEROR OF ETHIOPIA,
0
HIS EXCELLENCY FHANKLIN ROOSEVELT
President of the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

Peace be unto You.
Mr. President,

The distinguished President Roosevelt, Your prede-
cessor and reletive, had sald of my country that Ethiopla
1s & state as well as & nation, and that this nation should
not be effaced from the world. These hopes have today been
rezlized. My country has regalned her self-government and
indipendence. Ethiopie has recovered her indipendence
firstly through God and secondly through her friends the
British, Moreover, Mr. President, she has recovered it
through You and your great people.

In this respect we cannot forget the assistance
You have rendered and the sympathy and friendship which
You expressed during the pericd of our struggle for 1life
and indipendence. Your country has confirmed to us through
its action during the time of our difficulties that it 1s
the guardian of true justice and good deeds. Your country
has never recognized the Empire which Italy acquired by
force, or the fruit of aggression. This has been to us
graat comfort and we shall never forget it. It will remain
n the heart of Ethiopiens from generation to generaticon,
For this reason therefore, allow me to express to You
the ?aartfelt thenks and indebtedness of myself and my
people.

At this moment when Ethiopie 1s havinf her wounds
dressed, war 1s consuming the world like fire, and spread-
ing its work of destruction has resched Your grest country.

Hevertheless You have done everything to save the world
from the terrible scurge. What have you not done, what

have you not accomplished to this end? The renouned Messages
which You sent forth to prevent war, and your herole efforts

of
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medisticn falled to bear the frult which they deserve.

Your efforts have not been appreciated amongst the cruel,
indeed they waged war upon You as is their custom by ruse
and rejection of Justice. And I marvell at the cool and
steadfast stand which your people have made in the face

of this effront. It is clear that when to day the American
People are thoroughly moved they are so not only for their
own indipendence, their own honour and their cwsn life, but
also for the 1ndipandnnca, the honour and the life of other
peoples. Ethiopila is solidly with your respected eountry
end the gallent British pecple, und if necessary is prepared
to accomplish the supreme sacrifice.

There 1s no doubt, Mr. President, as to how this war
will end. OGod is ever on the side of true justice which
we &l] follow. Ethlopla subjected to Faseist ugprasuinn
is the first country to recieve true justice. er conscince
had been celm. Similary God will in the near future show
us the vietory of the true justice the distruction of war-
mongers, and the restoraticn of the indipendence of peoples
who have fallen benesth the yoke of slavery. In this we
have deep and certein confidence,

Written in Addis-Abebaj this twenty third day of
Maria, in the Year of Grace One thousand nine hundred
and thirty-four. (Ist. May 1942)

Eigned) HAILE SELLASSIE I,
EMPEROF
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COHQUERING LIOW OF LHE TRIEE CF JUDAY
HATLE SELLASIE I,
ELECT OF GOD, EMFEROR OF ETHIOFIA.

0
HIS SXCELLENCY PRANKLIN RCOSEVELT
President of the UNITED STATES CF AMNERICA.
feace be untoe You.
Kr. Freaident,

Ihe distinguished Fresident Hoosevelt, Your predeceés-
sor and relative, hod ssuid of my country thet Etniopla is 8 ntate
8 well as u nation, snd thet thie nstion should not be effoced
from tie world, These Lopes auve today been realized, Ny country
has pegolned Ler self-governceat end indij endence, Sthiopis has re-
eovered her indipendence firatly through God and secondly turough
Ler friends the British. loreover, Wr. Fresident, she nss recovered
it through You wnd your grest people,

In tnie respect we cannot forget the vssietunce You
hove rendered sad the sympathy snd friendendp wuish You &:pru&aad
during the periecd of our strugsle for life and indipendence. Your
country has confirmed to us through its sction during the tice of
our difficulties thet it is the gusrdian of true Justice and good
deeds. Your country ha never recognized the Empire which Italy
acquired by force, or the fruit of sggression. This has been to us
great comfort sad we shell aever forget it. It will remsin in the
heert of Ltiioplons from generation to generation. Por this reason
therefors, ollow me to express to You the heartfelt thanks and
indebtedness of myself and my people.

at tils moment when Ethiopla is heving uer wounds
dressed, wer is consuming the world like fire, and spreading its
work of destruction has reached Your great country. lLeverthless
You heve done everything to save the world from the terrible scurge,
Wnet Lave you not done, whst Luve ¥ou not eccomplished to this end?
The renouned ~essages wilou You sent forth to prevent wor, snd your

herole efforts of wediotion failed to bear the fruit which they



deserve, Your efforts haove not bean appreciated amongst the cruel,
indeed they waged war upon You ss is their cuptom by ruse and pe-
Jection of Juatice. And I mervell st the gool aund atesdfuat stand
whieh your people have aunde in the fooe of thds affront. It ia
clear that when to dey the American People are thorougily moved
they are so not only for their own indipendence, their own honour
end thelr owa life, but alse for the indipendence, the honour and
the 1life of otuer peoples, Staiopia is solidly with jour regpected
eountryasad the gellant British peoplg,and if aecesoury is prejored
to scoomplish the aupreme sucrifice,

fhere ia no doubt, Er, President, wa to how tilg
war will end. God is ever on the side of true Justice which we all
Tfollow, Ethiopie subjected to Faeclagt oppression 1a the first count-
ry to recleve true justice. :er conscince hud been owlm. Similery
God will in the near future slow us Uhe ¥iotory of the true Jjustice
the distruetion of war-moagers, snd taf restoration of tie indipend-
ence of peoples wio have faullen benesth tie yoke of alavery. In this
we have deep and certoin confidence,

Written in Addis-ibeba; this tweaty third dsy of
imzia, in the Year of Groce One thoussad nine hundred and thirty-
four. (Ist. May 1942)

(5igned) HAILE SELLASSIE I.
EIIPEROR .
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/ THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 11, 1944.

MEMORANDUM FOR
GENERAL ARNOLD

I am in full accord that
Ethicopia should have two small
transport planes. I am not
concerned about the tvoe but
I want them to be able to do
the work.

Will you please work this
out and let the State Depart-

ment know?

F. D. R.

Transmitting carbon of memorandum which
the Prasident received from the Secretary
of State, 2/9/44, the original of which
has been retained for our files,
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON, 1044

LEMO RANDUN, T0 THE PRESIDENT

The Emperor of staniopia has exprossed, through the Lthiopian
idnister in Washington, an urgent desire to obtein from the United
States two suall transvort planes for the use of Lis Government.
In a letter to the sseretary of War dated December 15, 1943, the
Lepartment supported the Linister's application for two four=-
pas-enger aircralt oi the C L5 (Beeccheralt) type, pointing out
the complets lack of air transport facilities within Ethioplisa,
the need of the Government for fucilities of this character in
order to maintein adsquate security and administrative controls,
and adding that for political ressons the Uepartuent hoped the
ap.lication could be a_.proved, provided the rlanes could be sup-
plied without injury to the war effort. Meanwhile the Ethiopian
Government had engaced the ssrvices of two American pilets who
were familiar with conditions in ithiopia and were competent to
care for and operate the planes,

The lunitions Assignments Soard nevertheless disapproved the
application on the grounds that no military need for the planes
had besn established and that the blanes were needed slsewhers.

The War LUspartuwent, in advising the Jepartment of this deeision,
added, however, that the Lritish members of the allocating com=-
mittee had indicated that the British Government had turncd down

8 similar Ethiopian request and that the British members had voted
against the proposed allocatiocn. The reason for the British
Government's refusal was sald to have been lack of British aircrait
and pilots.

The Department has been reliably informed that although the
C 45 aircraft were not available there were aircraft of an equiva-
ilent utility, the C 78's, which might have been released to meet
the ithioplan needs.

The Lthioplan Government attaches greast importance to its
request for the planes. The Department feels thut it would be
unfortunate if this Government were to have to refuse so modest
8 request so soon after having offered to aid Ethiopia in its
efforts to rehabilitate the country and to contribute to the war
effort. The urgent desire of the Umperor to obtain the planes
and the advantages which the Department believes will escerue to
the United States from granting the Ethiopian request impel ne
to bring this matter to y ur attention and to suggest that if you
ars of the same mind as the Department, you may wish to give ume
an indication of your intersst in order that the case might be

reopensed with the War Department. *

£
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It was with keen plessure and sppreciation
that e have recelved the excelleat photograph of
pent on the occesion of the Third Anniverssry of Cur
return to the Capitel of Cur Empire, e sanll alwaya
cherigh it es a daily reminder of the close tiss of
personal fhendehip which unite us and our twe netions,
in war as in peace,

Lay Ged grant to you continued heslth and ever

His wise guidence in the momentous days which lie ahead.

ﬁ L 5,01»01. dgﬂu{. }'Lg{f_
o 12p s TS

lHis Excellency Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Pregident of the United States of America,
The \ihite House,

o L
daclliNas Uy Helvs



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

DIVISION OF PROTOCOL

July 24, 1944.

MEMORANDUM FOR MISS TULLY:

I am enclosing herewilth a communication which the
Emperor of Ethiopia has addressed to the President,
thanking him for his autographed photograph.

It is regretted that through an inadvertency the

Department's stamp was placed upon the communication.

e ﬂ‘a_il‘,\( el mal.

Stanley Woodward
Chief, Divislion of Protocol

Enclosure:

Origlnal signed letter
from the Emperor of
Ethiopla, June 20, 1944.
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Carbon of this memorandum, approved by the President, returned to the
Secratary of Stats, 9/16/44.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

SEP 13 1944

Ber-smonse- _
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subjeet: Shipment of Arme to Ethionia,

On August 2%, 1944, the Munitions Aselignment Board
aperoved the assignment to Ethionia from surolus stocks of
5,000 riflee and a small amount of other military equipment
which the Ethiopian Government has for several months been
pertlcularly anxious to obtaln, in anticination of the
inereased responsibility for malntaining internsl security
in Ethiopla which fell upon that country on August 25, 1944,
with the termination of the Anglo-Ethiorien Agreement, The
Britieh membere of the Board dlssented on "political"
grounds to this decision and have indleated thelir intention
to cerry the case to the Combined Chiefe of Staff, The Bpi-
tish Zxbassy has teken the metter up with the Department and
nas indlieated that the Britieh oblections are based on "eecu-
rity" considerations, The War Devartment and the Denartment
of gtnte are unable to admit the validity of the "gecurity"
argumente aso far a’vanced by the British, While thic modest
request of the Emperor may if granted, give him the abllity
to enforee order among his restlese people, it is difficult
to see how British eecurity in north-esstern Africa could be
vitally affected by the Emperor's possesslon of such a emall
amount of eguipment,

it 1s reasconable to assume that the Eritish, following
8 clearly defined historicsl policy apnlied to the aresa, are
heping to keep the Emperor demendent upen British sunrort,
if they are able to convince the Emneror that they can block
eny attempt by him to obtaln needed military surmnlies Trom
other than Britieh sources, the Emperor will be forced to
rely upon the Britieh for the mesns with walch to guarantae
the internal security of Ethionia,

The more imnwediate politleal objective of the Dritish
in attempting to block this assignment seeme to grow out
of tne present attempt of the Fritieh to negotinte a new
egreement to replace the one Juet terminated, The more con-
vincing the Eritish can be in showing the Ethionian Govern-
ment that they can deny the extension of ald to the Emmeror

DPCLARSTITRD by
State Dupt. [ etver, 11172 EB 9 19?2

By J. Schauble
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by other powera, the better the terms they can nrecumably
obtaln from the Emperor,

While the political and economic interests of the
United States in Ethiopla are not now of major lmportance,
thie Government doee wieh to maintein a position of equality
of oprortunity in Ethiopin so that any future develcpment of
Amerlcan interests would not be prevented by exclusive or
preferential righte obtained by third parties, Thie Govern-
ment has a2 natural intereet in the welfare of Ethlonia, one
of the two independent countries of Africa, and 1s eymrathetice
to the deeire of the Emneror to re-establish order and reatore
the =conomy of the country which wae so badly disrupted during
four years of Italian occupsation,

There does not apnear to be a valid reascn Tor the United
States to acaqulesce in British desires in this case,

Since it 18 poselhle that this questlon mey be ralsed
with you by Mr, Churchill at Quebec, it is thought desirable
that you should be informed on the matter,

Unlese you perceive some objection theretc, or unless
more substantial reasone are advenced by the Britieh againet
the release of the rifles than have go far been advanced,
the Department propoeee to advise the War Department that
the riflee may be gent forward to Ethicpia at its convenience,

U



March 9, 1945,

Ny dear Emperor Halle Selassie:

It givees me unusual pleasure to return
to Your Majesty a silver service, a Coptic Cross
and a number of ceremonial garments belonging %o
the Imperial Household and to Your Majesty's
followera, These articles were recovered from
their hidiag places by the Ameriocan armed foroes
in Italy and are being transmitted to Your Majesty
through the American Kinieter to Ethiopis under
the ocustody of the officers responsible for their
recovery.

With my warm regarde,

Very esincerely yours, )

His Imperial Majesty

Haile Selascie I
Emperor of Ethiopia.



3 liarch 1945

dis Imperiel liajesty
Haile Selassie I
Emperor of Ethiopia o
- L4 JLbb=

Your-lajosby: >E‘F S g:,. /f'h :',»’#ﬁcz &
It gives me umusual pleasure to return to
Your liajesty a silver service, & Coptic Cross and a
number of ceremonial garuents belonging to the
Imperial Household and to Your iﬁajesty:s followers.
These articles were recovered from their hiding
places by the American armed forces in Italy and are
being transuitted to Your lajesty through the Ameri-
can Minister to Tthiopia under the custody of the

officers responsible for their recovery.



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES
WASHINGTON, D. C,

& March 1945

Miss Grace Tully
The White House
Washington, D. C.
Dear Miss Tully:

In accordance with your request we attach
herewith a draft of the note from the President
to Halle Selassie, transmitting certain Imperial
ceremonial effects which our persomnel recovered
in Italy. This draft, I believe, was prepared
after consultation with the State Department.

Sincerely yours,

Assistant Executive
Officer

Attachment
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES
WASHINGTON, D. C.

25 February 1945
MBORANDUW FOR Tum PRESIDENT

In the course of a search for the offidal and
personal papers of Marshal Graziani (which were found in
their hiding place in the Catacombs), our people recovered
certain boxes of personal property. This property evidently
represented booty taken by the Marshel in tie Abyssinian
campaign. Of chief interest are tie silver service, Coptic
cross and ceremonial garuents of ilaila velassie and certain
of his chieftains,

If it meets with your wishes we shall deliver
these to him for you. In this event, I wonder if you would
care to prepare & note of transmittel.

| M
Williem J, Donovan
Uirector
BECLASSIIER

E. 0. 11664 Boc. 3(E) and 5(D) or (E)

Cla Hr lifzq
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES

WASHINGTON,D.C. /
15 larch 1945 /. /

{

v

JRIORANDU FOR THR PREUSIUEND

I attach a detailed list of the silverware
end ceremonial garments which are to be returned to
His Iuperial .ajesty laile selassie.

I heve also lesrned that the articles were
racovered from the church of Sant'ignese in Rome whare
they hed been hidden without the consent of the Vatican
euthorities. The local parish priest had bsen con-
pelled by llarshel Oraziani to secrete them. Jlowever,
he cooperated very willingly with us onee we had dis-
covered wiers the materials were hidden.

Your wishes in the nmatter ure being carried
out and the materisls will be returned in the near

futurs.

william J. Uonovan
Uirector

fmcLAmr
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TABLE SILVR

A.

1. 60 meat knives, gold plated silver and silver -
"Paris".

s 10 fruit knives, zold plated silver and silver -
"Paris".

3. 2 tea spoons, gold pleted silver - crown and symbol
crest.

4. 3 coifee spoons, zold plated silver - crown and
symbol crest.
5. &0 lerge forks, gold plated silver - crown and sym-
bol crest.
6. 135 pointed meat knives, zold plated silver and silver -
erown and symbol crest.
T 9 rounded tip meat knives, gold plated silver and
silver - crown and symbol crest.
U. 20 lerge soup spoons, gold plated silver - crown and
symbol crest.
9, 15 salad (or ceke) forks, zold plated silver - crown
and symbol crest.
10. 12 dessert spoons (medium size), zold plated silver -
erown and synbd crest.

11, 10 fruit knives, round tip, all gold plated silver -

crown and symbol crest.



12, 2 smell syrup ladles, all gold plated silver - crown
and symbol crest.

13. 1 large punch ladle, &ll gold plated silver - crown
and symbol crest.

14, 2 small tea streiners, all zold pleted silver - crown
and symbol crest.

15.. 1 vory lerge serving fork, all gold plated silver -
crown and symbol crest.

16. 2 large serving spoons, all pold plsted silver -
erown and symbol crest.

17. 1 salad spoon, half gold plated silver, half bone -
crown and symbol crest.

10, 1 selad fork, half gold plated silver, half bone -
crown and symbol crest.

19. 1 large steak fork, all gold plated silver - crown
and symbol crest.

20. 1 large stesk knife, gold plated silver and silver -
crown and symbol crest.

2l. 1 carved cheese knife (pronged), all gold plated
silver - crown and symbol crest.

2. 1 pair gold filigree bread tongs - crown and symbol

crest, DE Clsm
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¢3. 1 large "erumber", all pgold designed - crown and
symbol crest.

24. 1 "trowsl" shaped cake server, gold plated silver -
crown and symbol crest.

2). 1 "spatula" shaped ceke server, gold plated silver -
crown and symbol crest.

20. 1 "shovel" shaped cake sarver, gold plafed silver -

crown and symbol erest.

efe 1 cake knife) y _ gorcor _ Lo14 plated silver
1 cake fork )and silver - 10 crest,

20. 1 gravy ladle with twisted handle and intricate de-
sign - crown crest at base.

29. 1 large gravy spoon, gold, with figurine and shisld -
owiss Cross at base.

30. 2 round tip knives, all silver, with gold crown and
symbol crest.

31. 1 large pointed knife, all silver, - crown and symbol
crest.

J¢. ¢ large soup spoons, all silver - pgold crown and
symbol crest at back.

33. 2 large meat forks, all silver - gold crown and symbol

crest at back.



3. 1

and symbol

3. 1

and symbol
B

l. 1

2. 1

3. 1

4, 1

ek

be 1

« 1

g. 1

3 1

10, 1

s X

18, 2

13. 1

18, 2

le(ﬂ;iliﬁinE!L

large fork (prongs bent in), all silver - erown

crest.
small fork (prongs bent in), all silver

crest,

oILVIR OBIECTS

small silver vase, with handles.

small silver vase, with leaf clusters.
larger silver vase, with handles.
large rougn hewn silver vase with three
large ornate vase .

silver oriental oil lamp with chain.
small gless and silver candy dish.
plain large silver tray.

ornate silver tray.

round silver platter.

silver card tray with four legs.
silver electric candelabra.

silver bowl with grape clusters.

oblong silver bowls - identical.

= crown

handles.

RCSEERED



15.
16.
17.
18.
19,
20.
2l.
a2

23,

2.

T = 2R "R SRRt

=) nmm

1 silver spittoon.

1 rough hewn silver bowl.

1 silver

sea shell with onyx base.

1 silver (ornate) jewelry box.

2 smell silver filigree ash trays with ivory rims,

12 silver punch cup holders.

1 silver

and wicker jug with handle.

1 gold filigree vase (small), witi stones.

1 swall beaten silver vase.

1l silver
silver
silver

gilver

L I S R

silver
silver
silver
silver

silver

cigarette box (inseribed).

ash tray with figurine.

incense burner with crest,
(round) candy box with figurine.
powder box,

candy dishes with gless center.
cover for above,

end wooden ash tray,

and gold filigree plate (small),

gold metal box (initials uF).

2 snall silver ash trays.

'—l

round silver box with cover.

DECIABSRED
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3%. 1 oblong silver top.
37« 1 coifee set - 4 pieces - silver.

30. 1 tea set = 3 pieces - silver,

c.

1. 1 coat, heavily ornamented with zold embroidsry on
purple velvet, green silk lining; gold tassel fringe.

2. 1 coat, cape style, black fur (unborn kid), blue
fringe.

3« 1 coat, cape gyle, blue velvet, heavily embroidesred
in gold; mauve and pink silk lining.

A. 1 coat, with sleeves, full length, purple velvet,
heavily embroidered on sleeves, pockets and in back, form
fitting; gold buttons with Judea crest, black Turopeen tailoring
lining.

9. 1 pair red velvet trousers, gold embroidered cuffs
and down sides, string tie at waist, purple lining.

6. 1 pair ovurple velvet trousers, gold embroidered cuffs,
green lining.

T. 1 peir fuschia velvet trousers, gold embroidered cuffs,

ot

green lining. DE
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O. 1 pair green velvet trousers, plain, fuschia lining.
9. 1 horse blanket, green, yellow and red with gold
enbroidery end purple lining.

10. 1 very large cover, yellow damesk print, 2 red velvet
crests, gold embroidery, green, red, gold stripe, gzold frinss,
lavender liningz, gold cross in center (seams ripped).

11. 1 bleck satin cape with hood attached, gold trim,
tassels, part of lining maroon.

12, 1 shawl, red with blue lininz and embroidered scallops,
embroidery throughout.

13. a. 1 richly embroidered blue velvet pillow, red re-
varse, crest, iscription, sold embroidery.

b. 1 cuff, red velvet with gold embroidery, green
lining, red and white stones.

e. 1 heavy belt with gold metal trim and silver
trinkets.

d., 1 red velvet fob with gold and silver heavy em-
broidery, red and white stones.

e. 1 red velvet fob with gold and silver heavy em-
broidery, green lining; with 2 smaller fobs to match.

£. 1 red velvet strip with gold embroidery, red
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g. 1 red velvet strip with gold end silver em-
broidery, red lining.
h. 1 red velvet strip with gold and silver em-
broidery, red lining.
i, 2 red strips (small) with red lining and gold
embroidery.
j. 1 white cloth belt with colored silk embroidery.
14. 5 pieces of horse trimmings.
15. 1 red velvet basg (not photogrephed).
16, 1 fuschia velvet bag, badly worn (not vhotographed).
17. 2 wrapped up caenvasses (peintings) - not photographed.
15, Tmbossed Fthiopian sword with inscriptions, and red
leather, gold metel trim, scabbard.
19. Black velvet scabbard with silver trim (sword does

not slip out of scabbard).

DEC
LA



AT

12 lerch 1945

OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES
WASHINGTON, D. C.

diss Grace Tully
The White House
washington, U. C. :
Usar Grace:
I think the attached memorandum
will be of interest to the Fresident., Wwill

you please see that it reaches his desk.

Thank you.

vincerely,

/7 il

#illiem J. Donovan
Director

Attachment

oo
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12 Jureh 1945

OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES
WASHINGTON, D. C,

diss Grace Tully
The White [louse
Washington, J. C.
Usar Grace:
I think the attacied wemoraudum
will be of interest to the President. Will

you pleuse sra thut it reaches Lis desk.

Thauk you,

~inearsly,

willian J. Donovan
Director

Attachnent
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