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Memorandum from Cordell Hull to the Prulidtnt---Jln 3, 1940,
Encloses conf note from the British Ambassador in which he
requests that it be brought to the attention of the President
as i1t outlines the text of communication the British and
French Governments have made to the Swedish and Norwegian

Governments.

See:Great Britain-Drawer 4-1940 (Jan 8, 1940 letter)
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MEVORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT FRON CAPT CALLAGHAN

Encloses lMemo of Jan 5, 1940 to Chief of Naval Operations,

Adnirael Stl.rk.ﬁ'ﬂh W. S. Anderson.

Subjecti-Japanese Diplomatic Pressure on France.
Japanese lMinister outlined steps that would be
necessary for France to take if their relatioms
were to be improved.

Attached is memo of April 5, 1940
Sub ject=-Franco-Japanese Refations affecting the Far East

8e€ ;Navy folder-Drawer 1-1940 (April 5-1940 memorandum)



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 13, 1940.

Pa:

I want to show thias to Sumner Welles
and Cordell Hull when they come in this
morning.

F.D.R.
AR uF 35y
FEB 16 1240
NOTED

\




Paris, February 2, 1940

My deer Mr. President:
4s of possible interast to you,
I am attaching hereto a confidential memorandum on
various aspects of developments in the Furcpean
political arena.
With every good wish, I am
Yours faithfully,

Tgmf fid-ﬂ-’- : u}'

Tha President
Tha White House



MEMORANDUM
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Behind the
scenes efforts

of EEHﬂﬂ-EE-
any-price
IO n

ondon

Personal
observations

In a strictly confidential conversation with a
source I have always found reliably informed on
Western Buropean affairs, and one which enjoys close
confidential contacts amongst inner political circles
in Britain, the following came to light:

l. That, as opposed (a) to the "bitter-enders" and
(b) to those who regarded an early peace, short of
definite victory, more in the light of a truce than
a prelude to durable peace there was an important
and influentisl element amongst the "upper bracket"
moneyed interests in London which, perceiving a pro-
tracted war might apa;l revolution and bankruptey for
Europe, would be willing to accept peace at almost any
price. Moreover, this element was constantly and
vigorously at work behind the scenes.

I am inclined to feel that notwithstanding these
reported efforts of the peace-at-any-price elements
in London there are few, if any individuals amongst the
influential politieal cireles of France or Britain, who
at this Juneture would identify themselves at least
openly with a move of this character. While there may
possibly be those who would welcome some peace move,
if adroitly presented by some leading statesman amongst

the neutrals, I seriously doubt that they would risk
antagonizing
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antagonizing mass opinion in their respective countries
by initiating such a move themselves,

Moreover, my own observations lead me to believe
that an early cessation of hostilities, attained on the
basis of face-saving formula, would prove more in the
nature of a truce perhaps marked by a period of re-
cuperation and realignments, than a prelude to durable

peace,

Contact between My same informant morecver, stated he had authorita-

iy 8 acra
ervice an
eloowenr.,

Diversity of
views amongzst
obaservers re-
arences
atween Helch-
wehr and
Herr Hitler

One obser-
yer's views

tively learned that the British Secret Service had been
in constant direct contact with the Reichwehr since the
outbreak of war. He pointed out that this contact (a)
afforded discreet soundings and exchanges of views; and
(b) afforded the Reichwehr, if and when opposed to
Hitler's contemplated military moves, means of "tipping
off" the British amnd French in advance. Then, as the
hour for the contemplated move approached, the Reichwehr
were in position to point out to Herr Hitler the dis-
advantages of striking, in face of the adversary's
anticipation.

In connection with the implications of this reference
to the Relchwehr's differences with Herr Hitler, there
appears to be a diversity of views amongst observers
familiar with developments in Germany:

One observer, well=informed on German internal
affairs, and enjoying important political and military
contacts in that country, recently stated confidentially

he had reason to believe that the Relchwehr were
definitely
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definitely opposed to Herr Hitler, and that the
Reichwehr fully intended to replace Herr Hitler by & politicsdl
figure of their own choice - someone already seclected.

I felt thet these remarks failed to present the
picture with its full shadings. Accordingly, my inouiries
regarding the aforementioned observer's appraisal as to
the time required to carry out such a project, revealed
his belief that this was the Reichwehr's long-term plan
which might require an indefinite perhaps a somewhat
protracted periocd of time to accomplish. Hence, I feel
that it is well to bear this time element in mind when
considering the possibilities of the Reichwehr's reported

will to replace Herr Hitler.

Another Another view = and from ancther observer, long
observer's
views. enjoying close political and military contacts in Germany:

He sald thet notwithstanding the fact that the
people are experiencing deficliencies in certain lines
of foodstuffs and other items, there were sufficient of
the necessities of life and that the people as a whole
were still behind Herr Hitler.

As for the Reichwehr - amccording to this informant,
their opposition and long-term ambitions suffered a
temporary check with the disappearance of General von
Fritsch. This informant did not know how temporary
this check would be, but made the significant observation
that the Relchwehr would not yield to any greater degree
to the terms of the Allies than Herr Hitler himself.

One of the features which is worthy of constant
attention
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attention is that the ambitions and "peace-aims" of
the Reichwehr are not less in scope than that of
Herr Hitler. In other words, the Reichwehr is sick
of the unmannerly brutality of the Nazis, but not in
violent disagreement regarding the role of Germany.
Besides, my informant went on to say the army have
meat, butter, sugar, coffee., In fact, the first
goncern of the Government is that the armed forces
lack none of the essential things to keep them content.
From my own observations, the Tollowing seems
to approximate the situation.
While there 18 a naval blockade, there is at the
same time a German counter-blockade. So long as Germany
is not encircled, as she was in the last war, by a chain
of enemy powers, it would ® my mind, be illusory to
picture that Germany could be starved into anything like
a militery collapse and political submission, say,
in the next six months. Moreover, the German "home front"
is unlikely to crack unless and until Germany has
suffered a spectacular defeat in the field - or unless
something happened to Herr Hitler, an event which might
conceivably give place to a militery or other coup d'etat.
However, it would again seem illusory for one to bank upon
such happening in the immediate future. The chances,
moreover, of an early allied military vietory in the West
are, I feel, remote so long as the Germans are able to
fight on a single front. Thus, if the Western allies

want a decisive victory before Germany effectively
consolidates
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consolidates her recent adventures and perhaps embarks
on further adventures, they must face the question as
to the desirability and advisability of opening up
ew _front new fronts witk a view (a) to taking Germany in the rear,

and (b) to combatting a Russian-German combination.,

Juestion of This in the first instance is & matter for allied

fig whtotwenta

ch would diplommcy, statesmanship and strategy with a wide range

arise s
estern Eonh of vision; a matter which raises the following among

ers consider
Search ol other questions: 1/ where and how are new fronts to be

new fronts,

esteblished, and who are the important allies available?
2/ could Anglo-French diplomacy succeed in seouring a
solid Balkan block concurrently with Italy against a
Russlan as well as s German aggression - and accordingly
are Britain and France prepared to arm adequately the
Balken powers? 3/ would it be worth the Western powers®
while to challenge Russia indireotly if by doing so they
made sure of an Italian-Balken Alliance against Germany

as well as Russia? 4/ would it be worth the Western
powers' while to challenge Russia indirectly by an

attack - say by troops under the Polish flag - at Russia's
vitel points, Baku end Bathum. 5/ would France and
Britein be prepered to establish yet a further front
directed equally against Russia and Germany in Scandinavia,
and 8/ would the Western powers at the same time be
prepared to wege some form of "inside job™ vis-a-vis
Russia, such as "slipping™ Trotsky back into Russia to
start an insurrection asgeinst Stalin, as the Cermans in

1117, "slipped™ Lenin and Trotsky into Russia to stir
up
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up revolution against the Czar,
AB regards Russle, the Baku oil fields and port of
Bathum represent vital points which to my mind might

concelvably flgure as strategic objectives in event of
any cempaign against Russis. Anywhere from 85 to 70
percent of current-day Russian agrieculture is on
& motorized basis. Aerial atmcks sither from the
Black Sea or Iran or adjacent territories, against these
points might readily serve to paralyse Russia's military
a8 well as economic structures.

Hitler's im- There 1s another factor which presents itself at

ressicn o
s8ian 1- the time for consideration in appraising developments

e e in the making: when the Russian troops entered Poland
they were accompanied by German observers. The German
cbservers later reported to Berlin that, judging by
the organization and performance of the Russian troops
on this oceasion, Germany could conquer the Russian forces
if and when it so desired.

On top of these reports has come the poor showing
of Russian versus Finnish troops - a development which
undoubtedly went far towards confimming Herr Hitler's

former reports from his aforementioned cbservers. It is

not inconceivable, therefore that Herr Hitler, confident

Bolshevik he could check the Russians at will, might come to
ogayY" A
088 8 look upon the Russian threat vis-a=-vis Scandinavia as a
soare-ractor
ar's potentially useful "scare factor™ vis-a-vis the Western
program.
powers. He might indeed hope that in addition to the

far-reaching implications of a Russo-German Pact, the
"goare-faotor™ would serve to make the "Russian menace™

appear
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appear more acute to Western Europe.

It 18 also highly possible that Italy's radio
broadecast and preass "play up" of Russia as the "world's
enemy No. 1" might be receiving subtle encouragement
from Berlin, for I cannot help but feel that S8ignor
Mussolini still feels that if Herr Hitler fell as a
result of a confliot with the West, his own position
might suffer in consequence. Signor Mussolini would
hardly like to see Germany too thoroughly ocrushed lest
the balance of power in Furope should disappear as it
did for at least 10 years after the Great War. In
that case, Italy would be once more relegated to the
second rank in the hiearchy of powers.

However, failure to frighten the Western powers
by the "Bolshevik menace™ and by the impliecsticns of
a German-Russian Pact, into giving him a free hand in
the East, might possibly lead Herr Hitler to concentrate
his energies on an alternative course - joint action with
Russia to continue redrawing the map of Furope. A
decision on this score might, in turn lead Herr Hitler
to furnish Russias with much needed technicians to re-
organize her economic and military structures. It 1is
gafe to say that the process of whipping these factors
into effective shape, in terms of bare fundamentals, would
cocupy at least 2 years. During that time moreover, Herr

Hitler might possibly attempt to freeze the Western front.

I think it essential to place before you the

as confldential following concrete statements of policy and opinicn

agloge

reliable orm-as expressed in London and Rome,

Ant.

These



These atatements were made to my informant, a man

in whose integrity of factual reporting I can trust.

Lord Halifax According to this sourcs, Lord Halifax outlined
the following points es constituting the basis or
his polioy as Forelgn Minister:

l. Russia at best 1s a dublious friend and whatever
events ococur to shape relations between Britain and
Russia, this point must ever be kept in mind,

2., Lord Halifax said the fundamental problem of
this war is how to defeat Hitlerism without opening
the flood gates of Burope to Bolshevism,

3+ Lord Halifax hesitated in using the word
"revolution™ against the present CGerman Government as one of
the British war aims. He said he preferred "change of
Government™ for as long as he was Foreign Minister he
would never agree to any discussion of peace which
would enable Hitler to appear before his people as a
victor. Any attempt by eny combination in the Government
to allow such a state of affaira to arise, would bring
his immediate resignatiom.

5. Lord Halifex declared no permanent peace in
Burope was possible without Anglo-Germsn cooperaticn.

He had always worked for that, and considered Hitler

a fool for having missed his opportunity. Lord Halifax
is prepared in the future to do everything he can to
achieve such cooperation - but it cannot be with Hitler -

or any Nazi identified with Hitler's extremist policy
Ba



8+ Lord Halifax is opposed to the earving up of
Germany, admitting that his policy on this score is
one which is certain to cause difficulties in the future.
Moraover, Lord Halifax said "another Versailles will
not satisfy me - nor will it solve the problems of Europe".
7. Lord Halifax made the highly significant
statement: “"making peace will be more difficult than making
war", indicating war aims of the allies did not colncide

a8 to the future.

Vatican My same informant recently teslked with a number of

key men of the Vatican and tells me in absolute confidence
the following:
1, Monseigneur Montini, Under Secretary of State

Mbgaaifgaur

of the Holy See, declared that the present cutloock for
peace is discouraging. When questioned regarding the role
which Signor Mussolini might play in possible Peace nego-
tiations he said in the utmost confidence, "The trouble
is that wecannot trust him. We have confidence in him.
His written words and other official utterances are
plausibel but he is interested only in seeking prestige
for himself - whether by peace or by war. The King
is the only man we trust - but the King is in a very
pecullar position in that although he still enjoys the
loyalty of his pecple, foreign policy is completely
in the hands of Mussolini."
Cardinal 2. Secretary of State, Cardinal Maglione declared
one

that the Vatican was anxious to have peace because

war



Monseigneur
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War meant not only the unchristian destruction of
millions of people but was destructive economically,
morally, socielly anpd from the religious standpoint,

The Cardinal Secretary of State hinted that the Vatican
had to be extremely cautious ms to the ateps it took
regarding peace since it mist be remembered that Germany
88 well as German and Russian occupied Poland had large
catholic communities, He said that the formula so often
repeated especially in Britain, that nothing can be

dene for peace until Hitler is removed, is one which is
extremely difficult to accomplish, This, because at
least as matters now stand, Herr Hitler & very powerful -
has a firm grip on the situation and is supported by

his people,

He atated categorically that the only way to
endanger Hitler's position or to bring about his downfall
would be by inflicting a decisive military defeat on
him. The German people would then understand that Hitler
was not the leader for them. Hence, the Cardinal's
pPessimism of any possibility of peace in the immediaste
future, '

3+ The Under Secretary of State, Monseigneur Tardine,
who is very close to His Holiness, The Pope, was likewise
pessimistic regarding peace possibilities at this time,
He was of the opinion that economic Tactors would
finally precipitate Germany's defeat - but believed
that before Hitler would acknowledge defeat he would
with the aid of Russia, attempt in one mad frenzy
to bring down the whole structure of Burope with him,

4.
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4« One of the highest Placed Naval officers in
Italy who frequently has the ear of Mussolini said he

thought war would be decided in the "oll fields of
Texas"., Germeny, he said had sufficlent oil to last
only 6 months if Germany undertook a smashing military
drive against the Allies = but much longer if the
Present pace was maintained.

R TR



Angers, March 1, 1940

My dear Mr. President:

As of possible interest to you, I have the
honer to attach hereto s memoresndum covering the
recent confidential report which has reached me
regarding Herr Thyssen, the recently "escaped"”
prominent German industrialist, together with
observations of the French Ambassador, accredited
to the Polish Government, end my own preliminary
recctions.

With every good wish, I am

Falthfully yo r's,
mm

The President
The White House



MEMORANDUM

An objective and discreet individuel fer whose
integrity of factual reporting I have the utmost respect,
hes just informed me that in confidential conversation
with Herr Thyssen, prominent industrialist who not long
8go evacuated into Switzerland, Herr Thyssen stated that
he and a group of his arsociates in Germany felt that
together with their friends in German industrisl cities,
they had sufficient power to bring about the downfall
of Herr Hitler,

Herr Thyssen emphasized however, that any such
action eof this character would entail great risk for the
individuals involved, it would not be worthwhile, to
his mind, unless they could ebtain some definite assurance
that France and Rritain would not proceed with the
dismemberment of Germany after the removal of Hitler,

My first reaction to the disclosure of Herr Thy=sen's
remarks was an inclinaticn to suspect that Herr Thyssen
might conceivebly have been deliberately let out of
Germany, in & subtle play to employ him as an instrument
of Nezi poliey. Indeed, it is not althogether unlikely
that Marshal Goering might have staged Herr Thyssen's
"escape™ as a means of getting him out ef the country,
in order to serve as & contact with industrial and other
importent circles abroad,

It was with added interest therefore, that in con-

versation yesterday with Ambassedor Neel, the French

Ambassador



Ambassador still accredited te the Felish Government
at Angers, that the latter confidentially disclosed
(a) his knowledge of Herr Thyssen's conversations with
importent contacts of allied and neutral countries and
(b) his inclinaticn te suspect that Herr Thyssen's
"escape™ was staged in order that he might serve Nazi
policy as a propegande and seunding instrument abroad,
In the absence of further reports in cennection
with this matter, I pass on the foregoing informetion
for what it is worth and in the belief that it might
pessibly preve interesting in view of the numerous
channels presently being created for the dissemination

of propagandsa.

Angers, March 1, 1940
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THE BECAETARY OF STATE
S PN, BT
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON
In reply refer to April 4, 1940

Eu BEOC.00/818

My dear General Watson:

I am enclosing for the President a copy of
“ﬁmbaaaadur Biddle's strictly confidential despatch
no. 26 of February 23, 1940. This despatch 1s con-
cerned with confidential instructions which, it ia
understood, were issued to the German nress by the
German Ministry of Prodeganda.

Einnafely.yuura.

Enclosure}
From Angers, no. 25,
February 28, 1940,

Brigadier General Edwin M. Watson,
Secretary to the President,

The White House.
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ENCLOSURE

TO

lLetter drafted 4/2/40

ADDRESSED TO

Brigadier General Watson,
The White House,
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No, 25 Angers, February 28, 1940

Subjeet: Trensnitting copy and translation
of authenticated copy ef confidentinl
instruction recently issued to the
press ln Oermany and Cermn oecupled
Feland, by the German propasionda
Minisatry,

ey B m

FOR THE PRESIOENT AND THE SECRUTARY

The iHonorshble
The Secretary of itate,

dashingten, [.C.

Sir:

1/ I have the honer to stiech herete a copy end o

translation



2/
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tranaslation thereof of an authenticated copy of a
sonfidential instruetion recently iLsaued to the press
in Germany and German eocupied Polend by F.Il.ln (Precse
Information lenst) ef the Cerman propagmsnde inistry.

In giving me what he described as the eforenentioned
authenticated copy, Vlnister .aleskl lnformed me lu
stricteat conridence that it hed been secured and forwarded
te him by Prince Jenuez ledziwill whom I kmow persuvnally
as un objective and responsible individual.

In discussing the document Minister ‘sleskl pointed
out that it was characteristic and enlightoning as regerds
the lines whereon the Cerman control of press information
wes bein: cerried out and mes such it enlled for careful
attention.

Consldering its importance from the etandpelint ef
current=day Germaen policy and methods, I um lorwarding
it for your lnformation.

Hespectfully yours,

Aod:rexel Biddle,Jr.

'nolosures:

1, Cepy of authenticated copy eof
sonfldential inestruction issued
by German propaganda ‘inistry.

2. Translation of oopy.

B9l
AJun/eneq
(In quintuplicate)

A truae copy ol
the signcd orig-

iy i |
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4olosure No, 1 to denpatoh No. 205, February 28, L0, from
the fmbansy, Angers, Frunce, on subject of: Trensaltting copy
of confidentiol instruction recently issued to the press in
armany snd German oceoupled Palnnd, by the Gerwan propu -unds
inletry,.

dourge: Vertrauliche Information des
"Eleinen i.J.D."

3 0P X

Ueber Gefengenenlager durfen koine Berichte mohr gebracht
werden, Lenit werden auch die bereits freigogebensn /ufsatze zu
diesen Thema gesperrt,

Im Virtschaftstell verschiedener Tegeszeitungen :ind Betrache
tungen uber den Ruokerwerb deutschen irivatelgentums im chemnli-
gen Ustoberschlesien, in Posen und Vestprousasen angestellt worden,
Die Froge, wus aus den alten Besitztiteln wird, derf vorlsufig
unter koinen Umstanden in der Fresse erortert werden,

irtikel uber Heusufbau und Orgunisstion der zivilen Verwale
tungsbehorden im Bereich dus Uberbefehlshebers Ust cind zensur-
pflichtig,

Uen Zeitungen wird worsorglich bekannt gegeben, dess enless=
lich der Fuhrerrede zur Relchstagssitzung verstarkte suflagen er=
scheinen durfen. /uf die heute wieder in kraft tretende Verdunkee
lung darf weder in der Tagespresse noch im FuAdfunk eingegangen
werden. Ueber bezugsseheinfreie Waren ist ab cofort nichts mehr
zu berichten. Durch diese Sprachregelung soll der Hamsterei nicht
bezugsschelnpflichtiger Varen vorgebeugt werden.

In Einvernehmen mit dem Chef der Zivilverwsltung ist fur
8lle relohsdeutschen Zeltungen die Werbung im Ustoberschlesischen
Industriegeblet nochmels suf weitere 4 VWochen verboten worden.

fue gegebener Veranlassung wird noch eimmal daran erinert,
dass uber Lisembohnunfelle nicht beriehtet werden duxf.

Ule Zeitungen werden angewisen, kunftig keine Xirchenauge
tritte mehr =u veroffeatlichen,

Le wird nooh eimm:] daren erimnert, dsss das Verbot, cich
it Sehlproblem zu beschaftigen, fur samtliche Zeitungen gilt,

a)Berichterstsattun:



8) Berichterstottung uber Folen:

Die Fresse wird dsrcuf aufmerksem gemacht, dess uber Folen
80 venig wie moglich gesehricben werden soll,

fine Berichterstattung uber des, was jJetzt in Folen
vorgeht, ist sbsolut unerwunscht. Darunter fallenm such Presse-
stimmen wie etwa: Greiser will Deutsche in Westpolen ansiedeln
usw., Bel einer evtl. Berichterstattung wird die Presse darauf
hingewliesen, dass in Artikeln und Meldungen die instinktive
Abneigung des Deutschen Volkes gegen clles Polnische zum ius=
druck kommen muss. Die Berichterstattung muss so abgestellt
sein, dass sus der vorhandenen instinktiven /bneigung eine
latente /bneigung wird. Dicser letzte Hinweis derf nicht in
lengartigen /rtikeln behandelt, condern nur mit einzelnen
Satzen elngeschaltet werden. Welter muss bei der Berichter-
stattung defur Sorge getregen werden, dass im Dewustsein des
deutschen Volkes ’igeuner, Juden und Polen suf einer Stufe
stehen, Das 1st shhon deshulb wichtig, weil wir wohl auf
lange Zelt gezwungen sein werden, Folen als Landarbeiter in
Deutsehlend anzusetzen an! dazu eine rassische Abwehrfront im
Deutschen Volke sufgerichtet werden muse, 'eiter muss als
Grundsatz bei der Beriohterstattung die Tatsache gelten, dass
elles, was in diesem polnischen Haum auoh nur den ‘nsetz einer
Eultur, einer Wirtschaftsorganisation usw, zeigte, aus deutscher
Vurzel stammt. In diesem ‘usummenhang wird noch darcuf cufmerke
sam gemecht, dess bel der Berichterstattung uber polnische Gee-
fangene nicht sllzu freundlich verfuhren wird. Die Presse wird
engewiesen, die Beriohterstattung hieruber am besten sbzuschlie=
ssen,

b) Es steht jetzt nichte im Wege, duss die Zeltune
gen der Gorlitzer und Laubuner Gegend, die den Ihnen zugesandten
Bericht "Die Nucht von Eomianki" veroffentlicht haben, noch
nachtiroglich oine Notiz des Inhalte bringen, dass dieser Bericht

das
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dos Infenterie=Hegiment 30 betrifft, Line Verbindung der Regl=

montesnusmer mit der ‘ngabe des Friedensstundortes oder dem
Begriff "heimisches Regiment” ist jedooh nicht gestottet,

¢) Im Briefverkehr mit der gessmten “Wehrmuoht, auch
mit dem Ersatzheer, gillt CGebulrenfreiheit in belden Richtungen.
Briefsendungen sind mit dem Vermerk "Fuldpost" zu versehen.
Denach sind also such Schreiben end das Wehrkrelskemmando bel
Benutzung des Vermerks "Feldpost" gebuhrenfrel.

1. Bilder des mmerikanischen Kronzeugen im "ithenla" -
Fell, /‘ndersog, w«ind vorleufig in der Presse nicht zu veroffent=
lichen.-

£, Die Zeitungen werden darsuf sufmerksam gemacht, dass
beli der neutralen Haltung imerikes smerikenische Filme, die im
deutsohen Reich zur Veroffentlichung freigegeben wurden, such
gaohlich einwandfrei besprochen werden mussen., Ls 1st auch nichts
degegen einzuwenden, wenn hier und da ein Ei1ld eus smerikenischen
Filmen ov, dessen Darstellung beruoksichtigt werden (V.l. lNr.
1169/39 v. 2¢ Oktober 1936).-

3. Eine Uebernahme des im /mtsblatt des Reichspostmi-
nisterium veroffentlichten Briefes des Relchepressechefs Ur.
Dietrich en den Reichspostminister Ohnesorge ist nicht erwunscht.-

4, juf Crund verschisdener /nfragen wird mitgeteilt,
deas Jufrufe und Meldungen uber Militarische Wehrerziehung vor=
laurig nicht gebracht werdenm durfen. £s wird hierzu in den nachs=-
ton Tegen eine emtliche liotiz hernuskommen.-

5. Usbar dies Feler des 100-johrigen Bestehens der svan-
gelischen Kirchengemeinde in Kunnerwitz sollen in der Presse De-
richte nicht erscheinen. ‘uch eine Vorberiohterstattung ist un-
gewunscht.

G, Line genaue Beobochtung der Schlesiuchen Fresse
hat ergeben, dass mehrfach nichtige Flatzanweisungen einfach

niocht
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nicht beuchtet wurden. So sollte die Meldung ueber den Tur-
kenpokt nur suf der 2, oder 3 Seite gebracht werden, Sie wupr=
de aber von einem grossen Teil der feltungen ouf der 1 Seite
Veroffenilicht. Die Zuruckziehung der Meldung ueber Salz:itter
fend kedn Gehor, selbst & Tage nach der 7uruekziehung fand
man diese Meldung noeh in oiner grossen ‘nzahl schlesischer
Zeitungen. Es liegt also eine Uisziplinleosigkeit einiger
Houptoohriftleiter vor, die es siech dann selbst Zuzusohrel-
ben haben, wenn scharfere Massnchmen als Veranlessung ge-
nomen werden dersuf hinzuwelsen, dass jede /nweisung des
Ministeriums auch suf das strikteste innegehnlten werden
s .=

7. Verbesserung zu "V.1.".=

Das Buch "Des Lend mit den sohwarzen Schiffen"
von Frof., Frederick Paamsche dsrf nicht besprochen werden.=
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Fnolosure No, 2 to despatoh lo, 25, February 28, 1940
from the Imbagey, ingers, Frunce, on subject of: Trauns-
mitting copy and transletion of authentionted copy of
conlidentinl instruotion recently inmsued to the proses in
armany end German ococupied Feland, by the German pro=-
puganda Minlatry,.

Souree: Vertrauliche Information des
"Kluinln i iJ--‘--‘q"

Iromnslaetion,

‘ny repert dealing with prison compe 1: in the future
forbidden. Information slready published on this subject
will also be suppressed.

Mentlon has been mude in the soonomic column of diffe-
rent newspapers that privete property in last Upper Silesia,
Fosen and Weet Frussis might be returned to their owners.
The ruestion as to what 1s to become of the old property
deeds. is not ellowed, under any eircunstances, to come up
in the Press.

irtieles concerning receonstruetion and organieation of
eivilian adminietretion in the department of the Last liigh
Commissioner are submitted to oensorehip.

Hewspapers have been carefully instructed to hand out
amplified editions of the Fuhrer's speech at the Relchstag.
There should be no montion made of the black-outs put in
foroe to=day, neither in pupers, nor through the radio. o
more should be said ebout merchandise having free entry.
There is hope that this censorship might put a stop to the
hoarding of free entry merchandige,

In sceord with the head of the Civil idministration
German newspapers have received orders to withhold for
four more weeks the publieation of request for employment
of Germin nationale in Last Upper cilesia's industrial
ares,

It should
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It should also be remembered that no mention should be
made of rall road accidents.

llewspapers are recuosted not to glwe any reports about
poople who have withdrawn from the ehureh, It is prohibited
to publish declings with religious problems,

o). Informetion on loland;

e draw to the attention of the Fress, that matters
concerning Foland should be discussed cs little os possible.

It ia not advisable to give out informetion on the pre-
sont Folish situation. This includes cll ruestions relative
thereto, for example: "Ureliser intends to send Cermans to
fiest Foland"... In the evemt of future reports on Foland,
the Fress is made to understand that erticles and informa=-
tion should reflect the instinkiive aversion of the German
people for anything Folish, This should be so presented that
a permanent and latent aversion will grow out of the present
instinctive one. These statemente should not appear in long=-
vorded articles, but hinted at in short sentences. It should
be emphesized thnt in the eyes of oll Germans, Foles, Jews
and Cypelee stand on a seme level. To oreate a feecling of
hatred is easentlal beosuse for some time to come Foles will
be employed as agricultural laborers and it will be necessary
to put up & racial defense front, We must consider as the
basls of =ll information the feet that anything showing
signe of culture or economical orgunisation in Poland should
be troced bock to OGerman influence. Information of Folish
prisoners should not be too friemdly. The best would be for
the Fress not to mention the subject,

b). There exists no resson anymore for the Gorlitz and
Louban newspeupers having published "The Night of Lomianki"™
not to have later inserted that this information comcerns

the Infunterie

J b
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the Infanterie Regiment 20, llowever they must not revesl that
there wos eny comneotion between this speoial Regiment and the
Place where pease was signed, neither chould they reveal that
this wes @ loenl regiment,

@)s All correspondemce with the army, also with reserve
troops, is free of cherge in both direotions, Letters have to
bear the mention "Feldpost". Letters to Headquarters are free
ef charge if marked "Feldpost",

i

1, Fietures of the /merican witness /nderson in the "/ the=
nis" cuse, are for the time beidg not to be givon out by the
Iresa,

2, Newsprpers are made attentive to the faot that /merican
pletures being shown - in consideration of imerice's neutral
ettitude - they may also be spoken of, They mey also print from
time to time o piloture tekem from and ‘merican film, (¥.L.No,
1199/39 of October 24th 1939),

. L publication of the letter sent by the Chief of the
lieichs iress bBureau, Ur, Dietrich, to Fostminister Jhnesorge,
which appeared in the offieiel paper of the Minlastry of Fost
is undesirable,

4, Calling to armes und information on militury training
ie not alldwed to be published, in official notice will there=-
fore be given out in o few days.

S. The Press should not mention the Jubilee toking plage
in Kunerwitz to celebrate the 100th year existence of their
Frotestant Chureh, No announcement congerning this Jubilee
should be made,

€. / thorough observation of the “ilesian Fress publi=-
cations shows, that important instruetions concerning pluce
of artiolss huve not boen observed, For instence: the informetion

about
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ebout the Turkish paet :hould have appeared on page £ or
Sy but mest of the newspapers printed it on page 1. Mo
attention wes paid to the withdrawel of the information
on "Salzgitter”, three days :fter the withdrawel the
informetion wes o141l in several pepers. Thiec shows a
complete luek of diseipline of seme of the publishers,
whieh will force us to take stricter messures to secure
absclute cbservation of sny order of the Ministry,

7. Addition to "V.1."

The book "The Lend of Blaek ships", ef Fref,
Frederick Paasche rhould not be mentionmed.
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A MOS |ERU LE PHES IDENT DANS LE MALMHEUR QUI S ABAT SUR LA PATRIE
IL FAUT AVAT TOUT QU UNE CHOSE SOIT DITE AU MOMENT QU
LES ACCABLE JE VEUX CHIER AU MONDE L HEROISME DES ARMEES FRANCA ISES
L HERD ISME DE LEURS CHEFS J Al "l‘l..l.lﬁﬂ”!.HT DE LA BATAILLE DES
HOMMES QUI T AVAIENT PAS NORMI DEPUIS CING JOURS HARCELES PAR

LES AVIONS ROMPUS PAR LES MARCHES ET PAR LES COMBATS CES HOMMES
DONT L ENTEMI AVAIT CRU BRISER LES TERFS ILS TE DOUTAIENT PAS

U SORT DE LA PATRIE DANS LES COMBATS QU! SE LIVHENT DE LA MER

A L ARGONNE L AME DE LA FRANCE N EST PAS VAINCUE NOTRE RACE NE

Z LAISSE PAS ABATTHE PAR UNE INVASION LE SOL SUH LEQUEL ELLE

VIT EN A TANT VU AU COURS DES SIECLES ELLE A TOUJOUHS REFOULE

OU DOMINE LES ENVAH ISSEURS TOUT CELA LES SOQUFRANCES ET LA F IERTE

DE LA FRANCES IL FAUT QUE LE MOTDE LE SACHE IL FAUT QUE PARTOUT
SUR LA TERRE LES HOMMES LIBRES SACHETT CE QU ILS LUI DOIVETT L

LE SOHT

HEURE EST VENUE POUR EUX DE S ACQUITTER DE LEUR DETTE L ARMEE
FHANCA ISE A ETE L AVANT GARDE DE L ARMEE DES DEMOCRATIES ELLE

JUNL 41960 we
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SHEET 2. 10RAJU TOURS, PRESIDENT FOOSEVELT, HO JUN 14 w11 57

S EST SACHIF IEE MAIS EN PERDANT CETTE BATTAILLE ELLE A PORTE DES
GOUPS REDOUTABLES A L ENNEMI COMMUN LES CENTAINES DE CHARD DETRUITS
LES AVIONS ABATTUS LES PERTES EN HOMMES LES USINES D ESSETCE
SYNTHETIQUES EN FLAMMES TOUT CELA EXPLIQUE L ETAT PRESENT DU MOdAL
DU PEUPLE ALLEMAND MALGRE SES VICTOIRES LA FRANCE BLESSEE A LE
DHOIT DE Z TOUANER VERS LES AUTRES DEMOCHATIES ET DE LEUR DIRE

!

%) A} DES DROITS SUR VOUS = AUCUN DE CEUX QUI ONT LE SENTIMENT
DE LA JUSTICE NE POURRAIT LI DONNER TORT MAIS AUTRE CHOSE EST
D APPROUVER ET AUTRE CHOSE D AGIR NOUS SAVONS QUELLE PLACE TIENT
L IDEAL DANS LA VIE DU GHAND PEUPLE AMERICAIN HESITERAIT IL ENCORE |
A SE DECLARER CONTHE L ALLEMAGNE NAZIE? JE L Al DEMANDE AU PRESIDENT
HOOSEVELT YOUS LE SAVEZ JE LUI ADRESSE CE SO IR UN NOUVEL ET DEHNIER
APPEL CHAQUE FOIS QUE J Al DEMANDE AU PRESIDENT DES ETATS UNIS
D luﬁlENTEH $0US TOUTES LES FORMES L AIDE QUE PERMET LA LOI AMERICAINE
IL L A FAIT GENEREUSEMENT ET L A ETE APPROUVE PAR SON PEUPLE MAIS
IL S AGIT AUJOURDHUI DE LA VIE DE LA FRANCE EN TOUT CAS DES RAISONS
DE VIVRE DE LA FRANCE NOTHE COMBAT CHAQUE JOUR PLUS DOULOUREUX N
A DESORMA IS DE SENS QUE SI EN LE POURSU IVANT NOUS VOYONS MEME

= 0461 7 END"
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PRESIDENT HOOSEVELT,

THES B A FULL RATE TELEGEAW, CABLE.
GmAW on i UNLESS OF
IENCATES Y BYMBOL W THE FREAMSLE
OF 1N THE ADDRESS OF THE HEESAGE
ETMBOLE DERSGMATH BINCE SELECTED
ARE CAITLSID W THE COMPANY'S TAMIFPE
b AT AT LACH SFFICE AN G8 FILE WITH

RECLLATCEY &UTHITICR

MOJUN 14 Pu 12 10

AU LOIT GRANDIR L ESPOIR D UNE VICTOIRE COMMUNE LA SUPERIORITE
EN QUALITE DE L AVIATION BRITANNIQUE S AFF IRME IL FAUT QUE DES

HUEES D AVIONS DE GUEHRE VENUS NI OUTRE ATLANTIQUE ECHASENT LA
FORCE MAUVAISE QUI DIMINE L EUROPE MALGRE NOS REVERS LA PUISSANCE

DES DEMOCHATIES RESTE IMMENSE NOUS AVONS LE DHOIT D ESPERER QUE
LE KOUR APPROCHE OU TOUTE CETTE PUISSANCE SERA MIS ET OEUVHE c

EST POURUUODI

AUSS] NOUS AVONS VOULU QUE LA FHANCE GARDE UN GUUVERNMENT

LIBRE ET POUR CELA NOUS AVONS QUITTE PARIS IL FALLAIT EMPECHER QU
HITLER SUPPHIMANT LE GOUVERNEMENT LEGAL DECLARAT AU MONDE QUE LA
FRANCE T A PAS D AUTRE E]U\“EHHEHEI'I.T QU UN GOUVERNEMENT DE FAITOCHES
A SA SOLDE SEMBLABLE A CEUX QU IL A TENTE DE CONSTITUER UN PEU
PARTOUT AU COURS DES GRANDES EPREUVES DE SON HISTO IRE NOTRE PEUPLE
A CONNU DES JOURS OU DES CONSEILS DE DEFAILLANCE ONT PU LE TROUDLER
C EST PARCE QU IL N A JAMAIS ABDIUVE OU IL AUT GHAND QuOl QU IL
ARRIVE DANS LES JOURS QUI VIENMENT QU QUILS SOIENT LES FRANCAIS

VONT AVOIR A SOUFFRIR QU

ILS SOIENT DIGNES DU PASSE DE LA NATION

QU ILS DEVIENNENT FRATERNEL QU ILS SE SERHENT AUTOUR DE LA PATHIE

BLESSEE LE JOUR DE LA RESURRECTION V IENDRA,

PAUL REYNAUD

1211PM



DEFARTMENT OF STATE

THE SECRETARY

June 13, 1940
8136 Palns
n
United Press report of Frime Minister Reynaud's

appeal to the President, It 1= believed that this message
is being transmitted officially by Ambessador Eiddle,
from whom a later message has been recelved, If and
when Mr, Biddle's message 1s received 1t will be

forwerded. A



[Translation]

TELEGRAM

21WUDG GOVT. THE WHITE HOUSE

CABLE
WASHINGTON
TOURS June 14, 1940.
The President,
The White House.

Mr, President:

In the misfortune which 1s descending upon our native
land one thing above all must be sald, At a moment when
misfortune overwhelms them I wish to proeclaim to the world
the heroism of the French Armies, the heroism of their
Chiefs., I have seen arriving from the battle front, men
who had not elept for five days, harried by alrplanes,
broken by marching and by combatas. These men whose nerves
the enemy had thought he could break had no doubt of the
final issue of the war; they had no doubt of the fate of
their country in the combats which are being waged from the
sea to the Argonne. The soul of France 1s not conquered;
our race does not allow itself to be erushed by invasion,
The s0il on which it lives has seen so many of them in the
course of the centuries, It has always repulged or
dominated the invaders, All that - the suffering and the
pride of France - the world should know, Everywhere free
men must know what they owe to her, The hour has come for
them to pay their debt, The French Army has been the van-

[guard] of the Army of theDemocracies. It has sacrificed
itaelr
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1tself but in losing this battle 1t has inflicted re-
doubtable blows on the common enemy. The hundreds of tanks
destroyed, the airplanes brought down, the losses in men,
the factories of synthetic gasoline in flames, all that
explaine the present state of the morale of the German
people in spite of their victorles., Wounded France has

the right to turn to the other democracies and say to them:
(I have claims on you.) No one who has feelings of Justice
could deny this; but it 1s one thing to approve and another
thing to act. We know how great a place ideale have in the
life of the great American people. Would it still hesitate
to declare itself against Nazi Germany? As you know, I
asked thie question of President Roosevelt, This evening

I am addressing to him a new and final appeal, Each time
that I have asked the President of the United States to
increase in every form the ald which American law permits
he has done so generously and he has been approved by his
people, but today the life of France is at atake, at any
rate, France's reasons for living are at stake, Our
struggle, each day more painful, has henceforth no meaning
unless in continuing it we see arising even from afar the
hope of a common vietory. The superiority in quality of
the British aviation is being confirmed, It is necesasary

that swarms of war planes come from the other side of the
Atlantic
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Atlantic to crush the evil force which is dominating
Europe. Despite our reverses the power of the democraclies
is st1ll very great. We have the right to hope that the
day 1s coming when that power will be put to work. That
is why, also, we have wished France to keep a free Govern-
ment, and for that we have left Paris. It was necessary
to prevent that Hitler, after suppressing the legal govern-
ment, should declare to the world that France has no other
government than a government of puppets in his pay like
those he has tried to set up almost everywhere. In the
course of the great trials of its history our people has
known days when counsels of defeat might have troubled 1it,
It 1s because 1t never abdicated that it has been great.
Whatever may happen in the coming days, whatever* the
French may have to suffer, let them be worthy of the
Nation's past, let them become fraternal, let them close
ranks around the stricken Fatherland, The day of resur-
rection will come.

PAUL REYNAUD,

1211FPM

*At this point the text 1s apparently elightly garbled.--Tr.
[The attached version has the same fault, ]

ER:FGH: IML



LEGRAM

21WUDG ETAT CABLE ﬁhe w[pie gilum
Mashington
TOURE June 14 1940
THE PRESIDENT
THE WHITL HOUSE

A MONSIEUR LE PRESIDENT DANS LE MALHEUR QUI S A5AT SUR LA
FATRIE IL FAUT AVANT TOUT QU UNE CHOSE SOIT DITE AU MOWENT
OU LE SORT LES ACCABLE JE VEUX CRIER AU MONDE L HEROISME
DES AHMEES FRANCAIS L HEROISME DE LEURS CHEFS J AI VU
ARKIVANT DE LA BATAILLE DES HOMMES QUI N AVAIENT PAS DORMI
DEFUIS CINQ JOURS HARCELES PAR LES AVIONS ET PROMPUS PAR
LES MARCHES ET PAR LES COMBATS CES HOMMES DONT L ENKEMI AVAIT
CRU BRISER LES NERFS NE DOUTAIENT PAS DE L ISSUE FINALE DE
LA GUERRE ILS NE DOUTAIENT FAS DU SOHT DE LA FATAIE DANS
LES COMBATS QUI SE LIVRENT DE LA MER A L ARGONNE L AME DE
LA FHANCE N EST PAS VAINCUUE NOTHE RACE ME SE LAISSE FAS
ABATTRE PAR UNE INVASION LE SOL SUR LEQUEL ELLE VIT EN A
TANT. VU AU COURS DES SIECLES ELLE A TOUJOUHS REFOULE OU
DOMINE LES ENVAHISSEURS TOUT CELA LES SOUFFRANCES ET LA
FIERTE DE LA FRANCE IL FAUT UE LE MONDE LE SACHE IL FAUT
QUE PARTOUT SUR LA TERRE LES HOMMES LIBHES SACHENT CE QUI
ILS LUI DOIVENT L HEUKE EST VENUE POUR EUX DE 8 ACQUITTER
DE LEUR DETYE L ARMEE FRANCAISE A ETE L AVANT GARDE DE L
ARMEE DES DEMOCRATIES ELLE 8 EST SACRIFIEE MAIS EN PERDANT
CEITE BATAILLE ELLE A FORTE DES COUFS REDOUTABLES A L'ENNEMI

CUMMUN LES CENTAINES DE CHARS DETHUITS LES AVIONS
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'LEGRAM

ot 308 @he Mhite House
Hashington

ABATYUS LES PERTES EN HOMMES LES USINES D ESSENCE SYNTHETIQUES
EN FLAMMES TOUT CELA EXPLIGUE L ETAT PHESENT DU MORAL DU FEUPLE
ALLEMAND MALGRE SES VICTOIRES LA FHANCE BLESSEE A LE DROIT DE

SE TOURNER VERS LES AUTRES DEMOCHATIES ET DE LEUR DIRE (J A I DES
DROITS SUR VOUS ) AUCUN DE CEUX QUI ONT LE SENYIMENT DE LA JUSTICE
NE FOURRAIT LUI DONNER TOBT MAIS AUTHE CHOSE EST D AFFPROUVER

ET AUTRE CHUSE D AGIR NOUS SAVONS QUELLE PLACE TIENT L IDEAL DANS

LA VIE DU GHAND PEUPLE AMERICAIN HESITERAIT IL ENCORE A SE DECLARER
CONTRE L ALLEMANDE NAZIEt JE L AI DEMANDE AU PRESIDENT ROUSEVELT
VOUS LE SAVEZ JE LUI ADDHESSE CE SOIR UN NOUVEL ET DERNIER APFEL
CHAQUE FOIF QUE J AI DEMANDE AU PRESIDENT DES ETATS UNIS D AUGMENTER
S80US TOUTES LES FORMES L AIDE QUE PERMET LA LOI AMERICANINE IL

L A FAIT GENEREUSEMENT ET IL A EYE APROUVE PAR SON PEUPLE MAIS

IL S AGIT AUJOURD HUI DE LA vIE DE LA FRANCE EN TOUT CAS DES

HAISONS DE VIVHE DE LA FHANCE NOTRE COMBAT CHAQUE JOUR FLUS DOULOUREY
N A DESORMAIS DE SENS QUE SI EN LE FOURSUIVANT NOUS vOi1ONS MEME

AU LOIN GHANDIR L ESPOIR D UNE VICTORIRE COMMUNE LA SUPERIORITE
EN QUALITE DE L AVIATIUN BRITANNIQUE 8 AFFIRME IL FAUT QUE DEB
NUEES D AVIONS DE GUERRE VENUS D OUTHRE ATLANTIQUE ECHRABENT LA
FURCE MAUVAISE QUI DOMINE L EUROPE MALGRE NOS REVERS LA FUISSANCE
DES DEMUCHATIES RESTE IMMENSE NOUS AVUNS LE DROIT D ESFERER (UE
LE JOUR APPRUCHE OU TOUTE CETITE PUISSANCE SERA MISE EN OEUVRE

¢ EST POURQUUI AUSSI NOUS AVUNS VOULU QUE LA FHANCE GARDE UN

GOUVERNEMENT LIBHE ET POUR CELA NOUS AVONS QUITTE FARIS IL FALLAIT



LEGRAM
e d @The Mpite House

Hashington
EMPECHER QUE HITLER SUFFRIMANT LE GOUVERNEMENT LEGAL DECLARAT
AU MUNDE JUE LA FRANCE N A FAS D AUTHRE GOUVERNEMENT QUX UN
GOUVERNERENT DE FANTOCHES A SA S0OLDE SEMBLAELE A CEUX QU
IL A TENTE DE CONSTITUER UN FPEU PARTOUT AU COURS DES GHANDES
EFREUVES DE SON HISTOIRE NOTRE PEUFPLE A CONNU DES JOURS 0QU
DEB CUNSEILS DE DEFAILLANCE ONT PU LE TROUBLE © EST PARCE
QU IL N A JAMAIS ABDIQUE QU IL FUT GHAND QUOI QU IL ARRIVE
DAKNS LES JUOURS QUI VIENNENT OU WU ILS SOIENT LES FRANCAIS
VONT AVOIR A S0UFFRIR «U ILS SOIENT DIGNES DU FASSE DE LA
NATION &U ILS DEVIENNENT FRATERNELS QU ILS SE SERRENT AUTOUR
DE LA PATRIE BLESSEE LE JOUR DE L& HESURECTION VIENDRA
FAUL REYNAUD.

133pmd
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[Translation]

Cablegram
June 14, 1940
8:35 A.M,
654 8TC

NB48 (TOTAL FOLLOWS) VIA FRENCH
Tours 14 1210

President Roosevelt,

Washington, D, C.

Mr, President:

In the misfortune which is descending upon our native
land one thing above all must be sald, At a moment when
misfortune overwhelms them I wish to proclaim to the world
the herolsm of the French Armies, the heroism of their
Chiefs. I have seen arriving from the battle front, men
who had not slept for five days, harried by alrplanes,
broken by marching and by combate., These men whose nerves
the enemy had thought he could break had no doubt of the
fate of their country in the combats which are being waged
from the sea to the Argonne. The soul of France 1s not
conquered; our race does not allow itself to be erushed by
invasion. The so0il on which i1t lives has 2een so many of
them in the course of the centuriee, It has always re-
pulsed or dominated the invaders, All that - the suffering
and the pride of France - the world should know, Everywhere

free men must know what they owe to her. The hour has come
for
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for them to pay their debt. The French Army has been the van-
(guard) of the Army of the Demooracies. It hasmorificed 1t-
self but in losing this battle i1t has inflicted redoubtable
blows on the common enemy. The hundrede of tanks destroyed,
the airplanes brought down, the losses in men, the factories
of synthetic gasoline in flames, all that explains the
present state of the morale of the German people in spite of
thelr victorlies. Wounded France has the right to turn to the
other democracies and say to them: "I have cleims on you,"
No one who hae feelings of justice could deny this; but it is
one thing to approve and another thing to act, We know how
great a place 1desls have in the lives of the great American
people. Would it still hesitate to declare itself against
Nazi Germany? As you know,I asked this question of President
Roosevelt, Thie evening I am addressing to him a new and
final appeal. Each time that I have asked the President of
the United States to increase in every form the aid which
American law permits he has done so generously and he has
been approved by his people, but today the life of France

is at stake, at an& rate, France's reasons for living are

at stake, Our struggle, each day more painful, has hence-
forth no meaning unless in continuing 1t we see arising

even from afar the hope of a common victory., The superiority
in quality of the British aviation is being confirmed, It

1s necessary that swarms of war planes come from the other
slde
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8lde of the Atlantic to crush the evil force which 1s
dominating Europe, Despite our reverses the power of the
democracies is still very great. We have the right to
hope that the day 1s coming when that power will be put
to work, That is why, also, we have wished France to
keep a free Government, and for that we have left Paris.
It was necessary to prevent that Hitler, after Buppressing
the legal government, should declare to the world that
France has no other government than a government of
Puppets in his pay like those he haes tried to set up almost
everywhere. In the course of the great trials of its
history our people has known dayes when counsels of defeat
might have troubled 1t, It 1s because 1t never abdicated
that it has been great. Whatever may happen in the coming
days, whatever* the French may have to suffer, let them be
worthy of the Nation's past, let them become fraternal, let
them close ranks around the stricken Fatherland, The day
of resurrection will come,

PAUL REYNAUD,

1211PM

*At this point the text is apparently slightly garbled, --Tr,

TR:EC:FOH: IML
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Viashington, June 12, 1740

Your very deeply moving mesonge hes reached me
and T wish to t211 vou how truly grateful T am for
whut vou ware pood encugh to say.

~he Americen peopla wlll not Torpet the bril-
1iant, conrageous and effectiva resistance which »om
carried on at the head of your Government in the name
of France.

The Anerican peonle and thelr Governnent shera
the conviction that the ideals which France has ex-
sarlified for 2o many generstions —- the idesl= of
miman liberty, of democracy snd of the highest form
af muman civilization -- will still triumph and that
Trence nerself will ultimetely resain her full in-

denvandance and fTresdom.

Franklin U, Hoomavalt

e

"0.K.

S FuDuRLM

Original of this message returned to Mr. Sumner Wielles, Stste

Dent., 6/19/i0.
hn



Bordeaux, le 17 juin 1940 au soir.

Au moment ou je guitte mes fonctions, je veux
vous dire, Monsieur le Président, que je sens que la
réponse que vous avez faite & mon dernier message allait
& l'extréme limite de ce que permettent les circonstances
actuelles.

Je vous en exprime ma vive gratitude.

Dans l'immense malheur qui 1l'acecable, la
France sent que, parce gque l1l'Amérique existe, la forme
de civilisation qul est la sienne ne mourra pas et

gqu'un jour la liberté revivra dans la vieille Europe.

Paul Heynaud.



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

June 18, 1940

My deer Mr. Presldent:

In accordance with the requeet you made
of me this morning, I am sending you herewlth
a suggested reply for you to send to Paul
Reynaud when we know exactly where he 1s.

Believe me

althfully yours

N L

Enec.

The President,
The White House.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 30, 1940,

MEMORANDUM FCR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

What action on thias?

Dispatch from Ambassador
Biddle from Bordeaux suggesting
that our war vessels now at
Lisbon proceed to Bilboa to
evacuate Amerlcans.
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AODRELE GFFICI AL CoMMURCATIONS To
THE SECATTARY OF STATE
WARSNETON, D. ©

aﬁ:
" DEPARTMENT OF STATE
; WASHINGTON

WEKORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

There is returned herewlth your memcorandum of
June 20, 1940, together with its enclosures, a copy
of a telegram no. 22, June 18, 6 p.m., addressed to
the Department by Ambassador Biddle at Hordeasux
recommending the dispatch of war vessels new at Lisbon
to Bilbao to evacuate Americans tnere.

After consultation with Admiral Stark, a telegram
was sent on June 22, 1940 to Ambassador Biddle advising
himr that "naval vessels now in European waters cannot
be effectively used for large scale evacuation and are
not, therefore, being dispatched to Bilbao or to French
ports"., The matter of the evacuatlion of Americans from
the Bordeaux area to the United States 1s having the
cloase attention of the Department. The American
Ambassador at Madrid has arranged with the Spanish
authorities facilities for the entrance of Americans

from
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from southern France into Spain, there to awalt
provisions for their transportation to the United
States, The American Export Lines is beginning a
weekly service of its four passenger-carrying vessels
from New York to Lisbon, the first being scheduled to
sall from New York on June 27, Anocther Averican ship
18 due to arrive at Funchal on June 30 and nay proceed
tc Lisbon to smbark passengers for the United States,
Several freighters of the United States Lines, now

in the vieinity of Bilbao, may alsc be used, Finally,
conglderation is now being given to the dispateh of
the steamship Washington to Lisbon in addition to the

ships mentioned.

Enclosures:

1. President's memorandum,
June 20, 1940,

2, Telegram from Bordeaux,
June 18, 1940,
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Bordeaux

Dated June 18, 1940
Rec'd 2:03 pema, 19th,.

Secretary of State,

Washington,
TRIPLE PRIO
£2, June 1E

My telegroam

I recamend

woar VESSELs now
point they will
of Americans in
great rapidity.
the only points
effected 1L the

In view of
the estimate of
be evacuated in

raised to T00.

RITY.

s O Dema

Hoe 13, June 17, 1 pae

that the Department arrange to have our
at Lisbor proceed to Dilbao. From that
be more readily evallable for evacuation
the emergency which mey matericlize with
3t. Jean de Lugz ar Bayonne may well be
from which such evacuation could be
Spanish siiould close their frontier.

the growing influx of Americans I believe
those now in this aree who would want to

case of serious diasturbances should be

BIDDLE



EMBASSY OF THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
San Sebastlan, Spain,
July 1, 1940

My dear Mr, President:

I have the honor to enclose herewith a memo randum
eovering the fsctors whieh in my opinion contributed
towards Francae'g defeat, and three attached annexes:
Annex A4, covering an outline of defense and countar-
tactics arainst mechanized thrusts,ss well as mechanized
thrusts coordinated with successive waves of low=flving
planes, as developed bv the Polish foreces in Pnland, and
subsequently improved by the Palish General Staff in
France; and Annex B, covering the political developments
which culminated in France'g capitulation; and Anner By
containing notes pertainine to the main text,

Hoping that the foregoing mav prove both of interest
and of help to you, I am

Faithfully yours,

The President

The White House,
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FOR THE PhESIDENT, THE 8

The followlng factors, in my opinion, contributed
towards France's dafeat:

Events have shown that France was (A) militarily, (B)
diplonaticslly, and (C) morally unmprepared.

(A) The French nilitery system, bassed upon & general
scheme enviasging mainly defensive warfare, proved faulty,
obsolete, incepable of coping with the manceuver ability
and orushing force of Germany's modern equipmesnt end attaek
or "Blitzkrieg" tecties of totsl warfare. doreover, with the
exception of several days previous to the major attack on
the Somre, the French Torces, as was formerly the case with
the Polish aguinst the Gernan forces, were sfforded no
"breatiing spell®™ in which to reconsolidate and te redress
their lines, Noreover, French militery and lavel Intelligence
Jerviecee had failed ecither to estimate correctly the effective
striking force of the sdversary or to stress the importence
of maintaining French equipmeat upon 8 stondard czpable
of coping with that of Germany, and thus to sdont French
tacts to Gerusnn strategy wiiich Lad elready beoen demonstrated

in
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in Poland,

In this comnection I discerned upon arrivel in France
from Ppland, at the close of the Polish-GCerman eonfliet, that
Western Buropean political and military eircles were more
given to criticising the break-down in Polish defense than
to ackoowledge the brillance and effectiveness of the
German attack in all its aspects (aside of course, from the
barbarie tactlies). While I am aware that the French military
authorities were impressed by the efrective smployment of
German tanks in Poland, and accordingly ordered s rapid
increase in French tank production, I am inclined to believe
thet insufficlent importance w:s attached to that form of
attack which entailed the coordinstion of tenks and low-Tlying
planes, oreover, it was evident that lnsufficient attention
wes devoted both to defense and to countering measures agsinst
thls form of atteck. It was the latter which proved so
demoralizing to the Freuch 9th Army at the Meuse as well as
elsewhere slong the battle front,

Although the Commending General of the inslish Aray in
France, in collaboration with General Sosnkowski, the Defender
of Lwow, had rendered General Gemelin = complete report
in early November, on Polish counter tactics azsinst tanks and

low=flying
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low-rlying plenes *, it was not until the nlght of Generesl
Gamelin's replacement by Genarsl Weygend thet the French
Cencrel 3taff, eccording to General Sikorskl, showed lively
interest in the Polish report, Thst night, however, Genersl
Sikorskl was urgently requested to rush to Genersl Waygsand

an gutline of his former report, it being pointed cut to

bla that while ths report was undoubtedly somewhere in the
Tiles, a search tierefor might decupy too much time, end that
tine was precious, (I recite the foregoing =& en illustration
of the point I have frequently made: - that events showed
that neiiher the Fremeh nor the British menifested suffieient
disposition to profit by the experience of the Poles),

According to French military suthorities, events showed
that the following ratios existed between French and German
equipment respectively:; tanks 1-18; autonatic rifles 1-35;
guns (Freach 75s) - (German 105s) 1-12; combet divisions 1-3,
Yoreover, military authorities point out that under the
Popular Front Government, the Hoechkiss plant was turning out
one tenk per month end that on May first or this year, Hochkiss
was preoduelng four tanks per day, or one hundred and twenty
tanks per month,

Insufficient air streangth both for attack and for
intercepting sdversary's bombers in defense of centers whiech
were the objeotives of German bombing attacks. According

to

* See Annex A attached hersto.
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to General 8ikorski, the quality of planes flown by

thirty Polish, emong otier pilots composing the intercepting
forces in defense of Paris, as well as those planes flown by
pilots def=nding the industrial reglon of Clermont-Ferrand,
end the supply bages of the Le Men-Angers-Hantes area, were
distinetly second class,

Gerzany's effectivs bombardment of French air flelds,
especially in southwesst France during the latter part of the
struggle, served to disorganige French merial defense,
lMioreover, a large part of the aviation ipdustry, located in the
Paris district, was by that time in the edversary's hands.
Indeed, only about 20 percent of the machinery entailed in this
industry had veen evacuated southwestwards by June 12, Events
ehowed moreover, that France's mein industrial centers, and
a large pert of French fuel oil storage, were digadvantageously
located from e stratdgliec standpoint, This unfortunately elso
proved the case with regard to the coel mines, Indeed, the
adversary's rapld advance cut off, even in the early stege of
the confliet, France's esccess to these essentiel centers and
thus erippled Frence's ability to replece equipment lost
in aetion.

loreover, and it is a sad ecomnentary, there were hundreds

of thousands of French soldliers in depots behlnd the lines,
ror
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for whom not & gun or revolver was available., When the
French nation es s whole becomes cognizent of this fact,
the resaction may be expected to be a bliter one,

(B) French diplomacy, it would seem, lecked m sanse
of reality; it suffered from the following illusions:

It overestimated Britain's potentisl capacity to aiad
Franee, and under estimated the potentisl striking force of
Cermeny's ailitary and serial etrength, and Germany's deter-
nuination to gein suvremamey over Western as well es EZastern
and Central Zurope. In my opinion, moreover, both French
and British diplosaey have, for the past few years im their
relations to one snotiher, conducted whet frequently smacked
of a geme of bluff, In Taot, I have long doubted that full
disclosure and frankness as to the reapective position
of each country, was at ell times practiced betwesn London
and Psris.

It over estimated the mood and capacity of the United
States to arz and prepare itself adecuetely =nd in sufficient
time tc come to the aid of the Allies,

In this conneetion, I am ineclined to feel that French
diplomacy feiled to discern thst Cersany was counting upon
succeeding in a "Blitzkrieg" vis-s-via Western Europe before
the United 3tates eould achievs & state of thorough war-
preparedness. loreover, statesmensnip and diplomaey of Britain
as well es France tried to aprly 1914-18 methods to the settle-
ment of 1935-40 probleams.

France
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France hed for long, on the one hand, precticed an
olfensive foreign poliey, and on the other hand, a defsnsive
military poliey, whereas en offensive foreign policy ealls
for a like milivary policy. (8ix yesrs sgo, M, Paul Heynsaud
had drewn the French publie's attention to the foregoing,

At the seme time, he had publiely urged the High Command to
include in its militery program, 10 heavy and 1 light

motorized ermored divisions., In this connection, he told

me that it was with profound regret thet it was the Garmens,
rather than the French, who had adooted his sugrestions, Indeed,
be added, bhe hed put forth these suggestions on ¥Narech 5, 1935,
one month before the Germans moved ints the Khineland),

(C) Horelly, Frence as = whole, was comparatlively spesking
unprepared, In the first place, France went to war half-
besrtedly, uncs mobilized, the country was lulled by the
4igh Comuand's and the Government's declered policies, into
believing they could sit behind the saginot Line and prevent
German invssion of their country, Thus they were not nrepatred
morally to meet a surprise move by the asdversery,

As in the case of Poland, Gersany's total taectics
included the terrorization of the eivilian population, The
French failed to profit by lessons derived from Poland's
experience and therefore did not anticipate the terrori-ing
effect upon the civiliasn population of aerial bombardments and
awift mechani-ed thrusts iato villeges end towns behind the
lines of ecombat, Accordingly, the French Goverament's

failure
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rfallure to regulate in advence the evacuation of cities
end ferz communities in the path of the attack, led to a
repetition or chaotic conditlons forrerly witnecsed in Polend:
1/ tue congested trarfie caused by the sutomobiles and wagons
of fleelng refugees frequently lmpeled the nacessarily rapid
sbifting and transportatioa >f troops and suppliea; 2/ the
s#ight of lonog lluea of refugees which Irejuently eut through
ths lines of march, had a demorelizing effcot upon the troops;
3/ arrival of these loag petietic llines of disor;anized and
be-dreggled refugees in towns in the non-combat areas, and the
refugeea’ accouunts of what they had witnessed and experienced,
served to spread fear and confuzisn in the ioterior. ¥r;ih§E-
more, tha evacuatlion of great numbers of rafugeas into
Western and Southvestern aress threw en execessive burden thereon -
and caused the social end economic dislocation of the communities
upon whiech the refugees desceaded, It ls estluated that
housing ies required for 800,000 refugses in Southwest France,
Over and avove the question of Iyench refugess, there was
the overwhelaing problem of the great mass of 3sly1lna refugees
wihich fled to West and Southwest Frauce after the Corazan
i.nvasianlu:l‘ delgium. In brief, ell of this cont-inutos? towards
& diasinution of the fighting spirit throughout the country,
at a tizne when unity of resistance wes essential,
Politleally, France's post Great-War period migbt be
charecterized in my opinion, by a tendeney to "ward politics"®,
It

* Sce Annex B attached hereto.
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It scemed to me that in the shuffling and reshuffling of
cabinets, the main national objective was rruqdantly lost in
the machinations of petty polities. . Prul Reynaud npﬁ;i;n
to have had & elear intallectual Toresight as to the nation's
military end finaneisl requirements, He came into power
late. However, even he did not thoroughly succeed in
rising above "ward polities", as was demonstrated by the
seneral character of his cabinets,

Orf pertinent bearing, the psrt which politics plaved
in the French High Com-and during the period leasding up to
the outbreak of war and thereafter, until GCenersl Gamelin'sg
replacement by General Weygand, was a factor which history
will show importantly eontributed towsrds France's defeat,

In illustration of this point: 1/ At the elose of the
Polish-German confliet, Cenesral George imparted to General
Sikorski that in early September, the French General Stafr,
having ascertained that there were only between 12 and 20
divislions in the Siezfried Line, the remsinder being engaged
in Poland, urged that it was the opportunes moment to strike
at the adversary. The Government, however, opposed the
projeet and prevailed upon General Gamelin to over-rule
his Steff's recomnendations., General George, in recounting
the foregoing, added hie own opinion thet an opportunity
which might never repeat itself, had thus been lost; 2/
despite the rfact (a) thet it wes generally recognized in

militery
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military circles that both Holland and Belgium would play
both sidee up to the last moment, (b) thet for years the
"3chlieffen plan® of attack had besn an open secret, and
(e) that French military observers had already witnessed
the German "Condor Leglon™ teke by storm and penetrate a
"line® in Southwest Poland, similar in character to the
*"Daladier Line", the French Government and High Command
neglected to extend the Maginot Line to the Channel,

Moreover, when the time came for the French Government
and High Comzand to maeke & declsion as to the strategic
wiadom of sending an Allied Expediticnery Foree into Holland
and Belglum, to eid these countrlies against the invader, the
French General Staff, (according to my authoritative
informents), were definitely opposed thereto, giving as
reason therefor, the fact that Holland's and Belgian's ecall
for assistance had come too late to afford the Allied forces
essential time and opportunity to advance without belng
subjected to aerisl stteck, eand to gain strategic position
in the invaded territory im order to render effective ald;
furthermore, the Germans had gotten the jump on the Allies,
and & rush expedition might therefore eancounter the grave
danger of beling eut off by the advereary. French Government
eireles, however, due to political consideration, favored
the expedition, They felt that failure to sid Holland and
Belgium would ineur unfavorable world opinion, Hence, as
against the Genersl Staff's opinion, Government eirecles

finally
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Tinelly prevelled upon General Gamelin who, due more to
political than militsery considerations iavolved, issued the
orders for the expedition,

On the other hand, it may be said that the battle of
the Somme proved a foreruuner to the "eraeck up" of French
organized defense. Accordingly, from June 8, (the start of
this battle) to June 13, when I discerned that the last
vestlige of orgenized resistance was erumpling, (a matter of
but five days), the coordination of French combat forces
rapidly disintegrated.

In my telephonic conversation from Gindi. with Ambassedor
Bullitt, in Paxls, on June 12, he asked me ns to when, from
@y point of observation, I expected the "whistle to blow",

I replied "48 hours". It was clear to me, at that junecture
that the end wes near at hand, As matters turned out, by
June 1%, the Germans had succeeded in definitely dividing
the Freach forces ianto three separate groups with little if
any coordination and liason between them, (Similar to what
ogcurred in Poland).

On the evening of the same day of my aforsmentioned
telephone conversation with Ambessador Bullitt, British
Prime Minister Winston Churchill, accompanied by Lord Halifex
and Lord Beaverbrook, arrived in Tours by pleme, That night
(June 12), President Lebrun called a meeting of his GCovern-
ment, M. Reynaud subsequently told me that he sensed at i
that meeting that Freneh resisteance was practieslly exhausted.

He
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He was aware that Mershesl Petein, Genersls Weygand, Colsen,
Georges and other military authorities, were opposed to
furtbher resistance, The Marshal went even so far as to
state that there was no hope and that he was ready to
saorifice himself to preserve what was left of France, He
emphasiged moreover, that he would not be one to leave
France to carry on the war from some colonial territory.

H, Reynaud went on to recount that in the course of
the meeting he went to the Prefecture at Tours to meet
Mr. Churehill and his two companions. He spent sn hour in
conversation with Mr. Churchill. In response to K. Reynaud's
conveylng the French military authorities' stated requirements
from Britain in terms of ald, Mr. Churchill revealed that
Briteln could offer comparatively few planes (about one third
of France's stated resuirements) to be permanently based
upon France, and but 20 divislons, by Mareh 1941, M, Reynaud
thereupon asked Mr, Churehill whether under the circumstances,
the British Government would undsrstand if Franee had to
give up the struggle - and sccordingly if he should find it
necessary to step aside for another Government which might
ask for an ermistice. He moreover asked Mr. Churchill
whetber the British Government would still feel that France
had not welehed on its contreset and whether France might
be given favorable consideration when the time came to sit
around the Peace Table. Mr. Churchill thersupon welked
about the garden in consultatlon with Lord Halifax and

Lord
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Lord Beaverbrook, deliberating for amother three guarters

of an hour, Mesawhile, the French Council of Ministers

awaited M, Reynaud's return. Finally, Wr, Churchill, as

spokesman for his two compesnions, told M, Reynaud that they

J would understand France's position in the event of what

M. Reynaud had pointed out, At the same time, however,

Mr, Churehill emphasiged that anything that he and his two

companions might sey must not be construed as a decision of

their Government - but a declislion representing only the

reactions of three individuals, Mr. Churchill and his

two companions thereupon took lesve of M, Heynaud, stating

that their time was up &ind thet they must return by plane

to Englend., M, Reynaud went back to the awsiting Couneil

of Winigters and conveyed to his sssoclestes the substance of

his conversation with the British Prime Minister snd his

two essociates, pointing out that they could not sttend the

meeting themselves as their time was lizmited,

In view of Marshal Petain's remarks to the effeet

that France's position wes hopeless and that le was prepared

to sacrifice hicself to preserve what was left of France,

and in faece of opposition to M, Reynaud's stated policy of

continued resistance, especlally on the part of High

military euthority, M, Keynaud told me that he sensed, before

the close of the meeting, that he was destined to pave the

way for another Government for which he would have to step

aside to make peace on the best possible terms, and one which

might ot the same time be sble to prevent revolution throughout

the country. (It wae at this meeting that M. Chautemps =~ -
proposed
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proposed that it should be escertained what would be the
proposed peace terms, rather than armistice terms,

M. Eeynaud told me that his reasction was to agree with
k. Chautemps, but he stated without being very clear as
to the reesons, that the proposition was not adonted..

I recall his having edded thet since taking office as
Prime Minister he had initiated a poliey of resistance,
economically, politically and militarily, but his ascendency
to power had come too late. Statesmen, he saild, should mot
listen too intently to specialists, who ses only their own
particular problems - a statesman must meintsin an open
mind and imsgination - he alone can judge in perspective,
onge he has all the facts in hand, He must take into
considerstion internsl as well as external political con-
ditlons, and the bearing of the one on the other.

The conflict, in terms of leadership, armed forces
and equipment, might be deseribed in parlance of the boring
ring, as that of a good but inadequately trained amateur,
versus a first cless well conditioned professional, Indeed,
France's defeat proved an illustration of a nation "gone
soft® in face of what the leaders of France should realisti-
cally have foreseen as an inevitable clash with the modern
equipment and total tacties of modern werfare of a Germany
determined to gain soverelgnty over an emvisagedly pan~
Germanie Burope. In faet, during the post Great-War period
there was a bankruptey in leadership in France.

Judging
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Judging by what I have witnessed in Poland and again
in France, I em of the definite opinion that it is of the
ttmost urgency that we in the United States, sru not merely

in terms of defense, but in terms of the cepmcity to attack,
Moreover, it 1s essentlal that we either rid the country

of, or plasce in concentration camps, auy end all parsons
involved in 5th colurn activities, for no matter how efficient
end well coordinated our military, naval end aserial services
might be, 5th column ecetivities can undermine and dislocate
even the best orgenlzed systems, es well as various aspacts
of the national structure ez n vhole., In this comneetion,

I am of the firm eonvietion (ss I confidentially recom.ended
to Director Rdgar Hoover of the F,B3.I. in 1934, after an
extensivs atudy and report on gengster conditions and their
extermination), that we should iwcedietely instituts a
system of ldentity cards - perhaps "softened” for publice
consumption, by some such title as "internal pessports".
This would faclilitate the efforts of the police and Secret
Services in combeting "inside job" machinations,

Of pertinent bearing, the outeone of svents thus far
indicates that for the imredite future at least, the
countries of the Western Hemlsphere are, with few excepticns,
the only ones now left wherein diplomacy as we have hitharto
been accustomed to regard it, cen etill succeed, Even in
Mexlieco, Central and South America, however, our diplomatists

muat



rd

. 30 %

sust henceforth be backed up by factors capable of countering
5th ecolumn activitiea of other powers, Otherwise, the
affective subversive work carried out among the masses would
more then counteract the efforts, no matter Low successful,
of the diplomatie representatives. Indeed, we nay look with
certainty to inereasing pressure upon our direct and indirect
interests, through Sth column sctivity a.ents in Argentina,
Srazil, Mexieco and other beses in Centrsl and South America.

As for the Continent, there eppears to be little ig any
field left for diplomacy as formerly recognized., Ho formal
relations between sovereign states, based upon friendship,
trade agreements, pacts of otuher character, and alliances
would aprear possible. When & large portion of the vorld is
taken over by countries whose principle industry is conquest
by foree of arms, the practice of diplomacy, in so far as
concerns the latter, may neturslly be expected to disapnear,
As I personally witnessed in Poland, and es I was informed
by Polish official cirecles, regarding Argentina and Srazil,
the Germans use the im unity which diplomatic status reonders
them, to create centers of propagenda and to organize spy
svstems, Indeed, it iz now clear that the diplomatiec
representatives of the Buropean dletators, are merely the
agents of spy systems or organizatlons for internal disruption
of ecountries whieh neve been picked out as prospective vietinms.

Whether and how long the demoeratic syatem of our
gountry and the other Americas can live across the ever-
narrowing oceen from & continent dominated by diectators,

and
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and all thaet this implies, without clashing, is problematical.
What with Germany's intoxiecstion over her series of successes
in having geined eontrpl over virtually the whole Europesn
continent, I do not exclude the likelihood either of & velled
or open challengs to our rights under the lonroe Doctrine in
the nesr future, Of one thiog there is little doubt however:
that our normal trade channels »ay soon be expected to
experience the straln of pressure of the two Buropean Dictaters
to elbow out our trade,with their barter system, cleurings,
and other forms of restricted trade., Hence, I take occasion
to relterate with emphasis, thet in erming, we should do so

in terms not merely of defense, but in terms of the capaeity

to atteck if nced be,

e o
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ANNEX A

Outline of plan for defense and
counter-tactics agesinst mechanized
thrusts es well as mechanized thrusts
coordinated with successive waves of
low=-flying planes, as developed by the
Polish forces in Poland, and subsequently
improved by the Polish General Staff in
France.

Plan of defense and counter tactics ageinst mechaniged
thrusts; envisages the following:

1. It is of utmost importance to anticipate mechanized
attacks. It is therefore essential to malntain constant
reconnaissance over the adversary's front and back areas to
detect signs of mechanized concentrations, in order to be
prepared to counter with tanks coordinated, whenaver possible
with successive waves of low=-Tlying planes.

2., In case (a) the counter attack falls at the outset
to arrest the advance of the adversary's column, however;
or (b) part of the adversery's column breaks loose from the
engagement and heads for the froant line; or (e) of a surprise
attack; the plan calls for the following:

The front line of combat must open a gap sufficlent
through whieh to permit only the tank column to pass, thereupon
attacking the motorized infentry column, snd motorized fuel
oil supply. It is important morsover, that the line of
combat is to remein at the line, and not to persus the
columns towards the rear.

3, An area of from 60 to B0 kilometers in depth behind
the front line and running the length thereof, is to be

regarded



> au

regarded as a "battle area" wherein mechanized thrusts

whileh might penetrate the froat lines ers to be intercepted
and destroyed. For this purpose, (a) swift soving enti-tank
units composed of heavy plated tanks equipped with 758 and
beavy celiber anti-tank cannon, are to be stationed at
strategle points just benind tue fighting front, and (b)
troops and moblile units equipped with 75s are to be strategically
pPlaced in echelon throughout this area., It is the duty of
these units to engage, run down, and "put out of business"
within the "battle area” the adversary's mechanized thrusts
if end when the latter break through the front line of combat,
Collaboration between the "anti-tank units and the troops in
echelon is esseatial. The latter es well as the erews of the
anti-tank units are to ve equipoed with anti-tank grenades
and anti-tank rifles (such es wers developed in Poland Just
as the wer broke out).

4, It is important that planes of the light bomber type
(equipped with Leavy machine guns ss vell as bombs) collaborate
with the "snti-tank units® in the "battls area", (At the
battle of the Somme, once the vulneravility of the Cerman
tank roofs to heavy mechine gun fire was revealed, French
planes equipred with the newly developed machine gun, syn-
ehronized with the Hispano engine, performed effeactively
from low altitude).

Defense and counter tactics sgainst mechaniged thrusts

coordinated
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coordinated with low=flying plsnes calls for measures gimiler
in genersl to the forsgoing with the following additlonal
tectics;

It is necessary whenever possible that planes, co-
ordlnacted with tanks, counter attack and engzsge the aerial
as vell as ground units enteiled in the adversary's attack,

It is important to note thet the front line iafantry,
ualess in the open, should take intelligsnt advantage of
whatever cover thelr trenches offer, l.,e. they must shoulder
into the side of the tresnch agalnst the direction of the
aerisl machine gun fire, As the direction of fire echanges,
so should the lnfantrymen accordingly adjust their position.
(To facilitate cover against aerial machine gun fire, tranches

should be dug according to & erenelsted pattern,

-
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£2i:tica) developsents which euluinated
in Srasce's copitulation,

Upoa arrival in Tours*os June 11, it wae evidest to
ue that 8 struggle between deifestist and resistanee alemanta
in Goverarental ~nd Hizh @llitery cireles had potten well
under waye Xeoh hour theseefsrt: saw this confliet ineraase
in latensity. 3By June 13, the night of the GCovernsent's
arrivel in Sordassux, ths confliet was clearly headed for sn
sarly showdown,

Legsplte ithe known presence of the Sth colusn snd ite
ever-alert ears, soreover, both in Tours sud subsecuently in
dordeeux, 1t wes spparent that at lesst certuln nesbers of
thas Government vere eyercising s marked lasck of diseretion,
Frejuently i porteat decisions :f even the wost confident ial
character, taken behind the cloued doors of the Couneils of
Hinlstors meetings, quleily beeame comron goasip on the
etreet of Tours end Sordeasux, Thes this Indiserstion enabled
the Jth colusmn to keep Lerlin posted on sractienlly asvery
thought and move of the ¥reach Governnsnot, there is little
doubt in my mind,

daracel Petaln declared his oplulon st s Couvaell of
#inisters on June 14, that after Juae 1%, France had no hope,
(e Psul Keynaud later coafirsed this fact to me), Whether
s this

* See  gection 1, Annex C
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tiis was deliborately put into eireulat.on by eartaln
defeatlist =esbers of the Governcsnt then already allgned
oa the eide aof the dorshel, sa opposed to ¥, Keynsud |, and
tis supporters, it neverthelass spread rapldly a=ouz the
sesves, who by tost time bed resched a polut vwhareat they
apparently preferred peage at almost any price rather than
coutloue a wer which from the outszet geez to be not »
popular lssus, If the defeatlsts hsd eirculated the
Yarstal's stetecent in order to demobilize vhatever fighting
spirit alzht heve remmlned at that time, they decidsdly
scoouplished thelr purposa.

Gsnerally speaking, Southwest France gt tlat Juneture
wag a ¢oablineticn of (s) loesl populatien; (b) pesple who
had sought refuge there {roz the wer zone sosze noaths
srevisusly and who were gonurally disgruntled sver crazped
living conditicne; (e) those who Lad only recently frled to
tuls reglon fron sections of Northern ¥rance in the path of
Liue lovader, These Lad experlenced in meny csses aerisl
aschline gunning and vosbardments es they fled sloug the romda,

A8 regerds the mentel attitude of the forecoing
categorlies, there wes in general, marked apetiy and complacsace
ia conneotlion with Mershsl Petnin's reported opinion and the
gubpequent report of the Covernmant's intentlon to seak
araistice tarma,

On



On the sther aend, this mpeathy and complacence indioted
that 1little if eny considered thought hed bean devoted to
what might be la atora for the ccuntry, onoce demobilized and
under the GCersén yoke, Further, tals appareat apathy end
conplacence might perbaps be attributed to the following
anohg other factors:

A lateut stute of =ind prepared to accept defeatiss, ren,
in my opinion, like an undercurrent, through the uinds of all
france - not in Goverosmentsl clrecles alons, but probaoly
throughout tihe whole eountry et large, Ae clrcuzstances
vegoace more acute, the potential defentists beceme mzbolianed
to exprese themselves without faar of belng arrested osr even
shot, It was like a rieing tlds thet quletly perneated. Heonce
few vers surprized to learn that France was defeated, aad
cartainly not sufticiently emangsred to reset,

As for theose who composned the enerpgstle element of the
inser clrcle of the "Dictatorship of Defeatlsta”, Listory
may tell whetier, through poselble lodireet contooct with
Gersan official sources, they were under the illusion that
& cessatlion of reslstauceould aet comparatively masgy .eras,

Ustween June 14 and 16, whereon 4, heynaul was suce eded
by Marstal Petaln, the latter's sup orters wer: busily
engsged in settling the seene for the larshml's adveut to pover,
and io stuning zess mentslity to acceptance of armistlce .

nagntintions,



- -
fegotistisns, The keymote of Lhelr Pro.ram at thls Juneture
was to deplore opealy the ssd sligit of ths rapidly inereasicg
lines of hunery nod bomelees refugnes sloar the ronds between
the Loire and Bordsaux and polats further BOuth, This, anmong
other subtle =sonlnatlions, areasged, to my =ind, an esarly
z=ave lar rapge,

During thie perisd a gusber of leading menba-e of tha
Goveracent, ss vell se the Adeirel of the Fleat, solemily
sssured ne (2s I subsecusatly eablad In sach cage) thet i
&0 armistice ware soughit, the Flea: vouwld uever bg sllowesd to
Fsll ioto the hsudn of tha edveraary, reqsidless of btlhe
cheragter of the tepss. In faet, Adairal Darlen es shasieed
to =4 List he bad dictutsd to his Chier of Starf, s mosragw
which bed alveady besn elptersd aad awalte! suly tha o ity
costoluing certein lastructions *c tha afTiesrs of the Flest,
#hiie in repponse to =y questicn tie Ad2iral seif nheo oazula
oot diselise the contonte of the Gersages hir oould howawor,
ocsulre e thet ble lustroetisnas 4stintsels prevanted the
Flest's rellisg iats thas bhands of the sfyvorgapy,*

0n the alght of fune 14, 2 Councll of Yinistere wan held
soarest derahsl Pestaln, and hia supporters for » geparste
aruistlies, formad = gajsrity agaisst M. feyneud and his
suppostere for contimued resictnaee - culrinstins is
de heynoud's reslgnation, (is I beve forserly pointed out,
=+ Reyasud subszequsatly tald ma thet ax *arly na the nig*t of
the 12tk at Tours, he eansed in tha fece oF £raving oprosition,

ess00lslly assng the lesding Gencrale, that Le was dest ined to
make

¥ See sections 2,3,4 of Annex C.
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make way for snother Governsent whieh @ilght ceke pesce und
prevenat revolution within the country).

Of couneeted vearing, 1t was ¢eaerally acknovledged
hiong unofriclal as well as officiel eircles, that Marshal
Petaln had been chosen as Chief to the suecezding Covernnent,
in that he was considered the only mad who could lead the
people into acceptance of what was expected to be stifr
eralstice terss, and at the sace tins preveant revolutisn,

(At that junecture, I was of the opinion that the !isrshal,
Ceneral Weygand snd the other Generals who favored cApitu=
lation, weres pleturing "dealing scross the table" ia terws
of the Geruens of the sra of “igwerk sad «llhelm 11},

Imcediately after M, Leynsud's reslgsetion he end nia
Lroup of suprortars for continuad resistance: lecsra Herrlot,
Jesaonaet, Lendel amdng others, declded on & bold move; =
to persuade Presideat Lebruan to leave Franee for iiorocco
where, together they would forthwith set up a Conetitutionsl
Governzent, This move, they falt, would enable the French
Fleet and what remsined of the Ffrsnech alr foree, to continue
operatlons in cooperat . on with the troops 1o North afrioa,
Although i, Herrlot ves a steunch sdvocete of this sction, he
told we with no uncertain emphasis thet he felt that the
people of Franee had been EArtIrs, und that wile he believed
in the setting up of a Governtent in doroeceo, and the
coatinuance of the struggle, he would be the first ons to

call



eall & halt to t.ls coantinued resisteance if he felt that the
French Fleet, Alr force, sud resaining troops in Marocco were
to be left alone to cerry oa the Fight without early active
ald froa the United States,

khen 1t wes decided at the Councll of Ministers meet ing
on the léth of June, to esk Gersany for armistice terns, the
line subsequently sdopted by uembers of Wershal Petain's
Governoeut wes Lo the effect tust upon receipt of the German
terug, public opiuion would ue sounded out in reagard thereoto,
The beller was expresecd woreover, that the te: s: would be
80 stiff as to cause mass revulsion thersto end thus enasle
the Coverasent to refuse thes, This in turn would Justify the
departure of sufficient of the Government to lorocco to fors
a Constitutionsl group there,

Subsequent events howover, sboved that the rorago Lng
expresced belief on the part of Warshal Petaln's supportara
was alzed cerely st retariing theresistance ETOUPS' pPree~
parations to mmke a speedy departure for Horocco, and thus
to galn tise wierein to exerclise strict police survelllance
over LiLe moveaeots of Lue resistauce group.

doreover, it did not teke lorsiel Petaln end the directing
"brain® vehind the scene of his Governuent, d. Baudouin,
Minister for Forelgn Affeirs, loag, to Jockey the aforementioned
resistance group out of position both im relatisn to the '
@wasses and t the Nuvel end Air rorces., The lisrshal's regpime

instantly adopted the role of & "Dictatorshlp of Defeatista®
selzed



- 7 =

selzed control of the press aud radio, and thus deprived
the reasistance grcup of the means of coataeting or iaflueacing
publlie opinioa,

I furtiersore gensed tuast the appolinteeat of Admiral
barlen ae dinlster of Yarine in the “arsbsl'a Govarouent was
sotivated by & subtls purpose. That the Mersiel and nis
Supporters were avar: of the Ad=iral's avowad Cetermination
to provent the Fleet's falling ints the adversarr*s hands,

I had 1little doubt, Hoaee, I had more then e ruspleion,
that his luelusion in the Covern-ent enviangad tis evercise
af closge survelllaner ovar !ia activities, mud ir need be,
Iringlng the ptrongest kind nr orsazure to beer unocs him,
iz svent of eny sigas of ssootags by Lim officers and men,

1 cust acdalt, soreover, trat iils noceptanco of the
appolatzant shoeked wy fllueisas to no saell dezres -« far

1 had gadned 8 Ligh oploioa of bim and 1relt that the
Aduiral's plece during wer time was with his fleet end not
around the teble with & Coverntent 2ngaged in surrenderiag
the coustry to the adversary, Indaed, nls esbinat appoiatment
and bls acceptancs tlhereof repressanted to oy oint a subtle
vietory for the defeatists,

Stortly efter his sssusing affiee, reports resched me
throush eoapetent chanuels that vord, which in =y oplaion,
Tound its inspiration smsong the more resourceful and more

spergetic of the Adalral'’s eabluet assoclaten, wns being
eireulated
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¢iroulated throughout the Adairalty and the Naval arflcers
and ragks, to the effeact that to sabotsge the terma of
aranistice would result (a) in oringing down reyriswde on
the heade of the people in France; and (b) in ceusing
reprisale agslnet the fumilies of the officers and cen
engeged directly or indireetly in the sabotage,

On tue heels of thie report, came the report froam the
Chief of the Second Bureau of tle Admirsity, to my Militery
Atteche, to the effeet that already 95 perceat of the
Adznlrelty had beeome Anglo-phobes and that there was a
discernible tendeney to pro-ternenlssz,

Coneurrent witk these raports, Forelgn !'inister Ssudouin
ia ay frequent conversations with him, enphasi-ed that one
of the =ost 4ifficult problers his Covernmant hed to eontend
with, was the eurbiag of tie rapld growth of anslophobia
in all seetlons of Frenech publie oplnion,

The lnelusicn of 4, Lavael 1a the Coverntsnt ag Viee
Price Ujnister wae the occeaslion for 2n eddrea: by hiz to
a group of Freach parliecentarisns, This address was given
wide olreulation by Redlo broadecsst sad througbout the press,
In effect, i, Laval deelared it vas the duty of all politiesl
leaders to remcin in the country, snd that eny who laft
would be randering thelr country a great disservice,

At this stage, reports were reaching me that French
troops slong the Loire were incressingly throwing down their
erss aud deserting the lines, subsequently stragyling

southward



southverd in scall croups along the roads, Competent
witnesses the:eof informed me eonfidentielly that in most
casas these zed openly declared thet rether then recain in
the line of combet with little if any amunition supply,
they preferred to retura to toelr Lo es and delend thelr
families with bare fists, They moreover declared thelr
bitterness agalost the Goveranueats whieh hed let thea down by
oot having sufficlently prepasred tbe country for this war,
Thus the atuosphere of dereetisam wousted from hour to hour,
2y this time, I wes autioritatively laformed that
President Lebrus had developed & seveare cese of "Jltters" and
that be wes lnoapable of msking a deolsion to procesd to
Worocoo, OUn tha othsr hand, ¥, Mandel, sensing the Tutility
of further sttemptes elthar to parsusde Preasldent Lebrun
to sccompsay the resistance group to loroeen or to overcone
darshal Peteln's attempts ts prevant tie rosistanee gmoup's
departure, selzed the firat opportunity to sall for sngland
with a number of leading politiciens, aboard a Freach traasport,
it 1s interesting to note in this conneetion that
M, Laval's declaration stigzatiziag ss deserters, /reschaen
who left the country, had already had sueb & wide-spread
elffeot tuat the crew of the French transport autinied
againat salling for inglaead with French politiesl leaders,
snd it therefore becsze negessary to replaca the eraw with
e rrench naval orew,

ahfy




1, Before leaving Angers oa Juane 1l for Tours to be near
the Freach Governsment I coanferred at length with the military
authorities et tie Polish Minlstry of War as well as with
the Polish Foreigu Ofrice., It was the concensus of opinion
that while the collapse of the French 9th Army, under pressure
of the Germen mechanired sttaeck might nave been attributed in
part to the element of surprise, the wechanized break-tlrough
two days after the cozmencezent of the bettle of the Somme,
indicated that the capacity of the Prench equipnent was
inadequate to withstand these thrusts. Nevertheless, the
French acquitted the-selves ereditably, considering the odds
against then in terms of tanks, since they succeeded in
puttiog out of business about 25 sercent of the sdversary's
1200 tanks engeged in the thrust. However, sbout 900 thereof
actuelly venetrated fear into the back area, destroying with
tueir "fleme-blowlug® units, asunition dumps and other supply
stores., Having in Poland, witnessed like tank penetrations
deep into the back areas, due to Yack of sufficient equipment
to cheek their advance at the outset, I recognized that the
alforenentioned break-through at the Jomne, represented a grave
turn for the Freneh foreces, presaging perhpas even an early

collapse thersof,

2, 1 had a lengthy conversation with the Sritish First
Lord of Admiralty, ur. Alexander, together with the Bpitish
Ambaszgador

——
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Ambassador, Sir Ronald Csmpbell, during the First Lord's
vislt to Sordeaux. They both spoke with complete frankness,
The First Lord said that Admirel Derlan hed given him
solemn assur-nces that the French Fleet would not fell into
German hands., £oreover, Mr, Baudouin, linister for Foreign
Affairs, hed given the Ambassador like ascurances in behalf
both of himself and the other members of the Government, I
sansed however, that deapite these solemn asaurances neither
the First Lord nor the Anbassador were at heart optimistic as
to the final outeome,

It was during the course of this discussion that, es I
subsequently cebled, the First Lord emphasired with great
earnestness that it was of the utmost importance that Britain
acguire at the esrliest moment no less than § rlotillas of
destroyers (eaen flotilla mumbering § destroyers, aaﬂﬁrﬂing
to his calculations). He said moreover, that if we could not
let thes have the Ileseders”, the Britiah Navy could, in a
pinch, make other arransenents, He furtheraore stressed the
importance of our making avallable to them all psssible planes,
for newly created counditisns would necessitate among other
setivities, dillg recoanaissance over about 2000 =zilea of
coast - from the North Cape to Brest.

3, On several occasions Mr, Baudouin, Minister for Foreign
Arfairs in the Petain Government, solesnly assured me that it
was the unanimous determination on the part of himgelf and

the
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the other members of the Government that the Fleet should
not fall into the hands of the adversary - that I could

essure the President on this score.

4,In conversation with Mr, Baudouln st the time his
Governuent had asked for armistice terms, 1 reminded him
that since ti wes not unlikely thet the adversaries' terms
would envolve colonisl demands, it was important thet his
Government besr in mind that, for obvious reasons, the
United Stetes could not lock with indifference upon a change
in the status of French colonies, MNr., Baudouin assured me
he was well aware of this, and that I need have no fears on
this score, emphasizing that he volced the reactions of his
acsoclates as well as himself,

1 subsequently learned thst an act had been framed en-
visaging the vesting in Colonial Governors full authority to
act independently of the French Governuent. (Whether this bill
was written and given superficieal consideration merely ss
paliative for the "resistance group” in order to galn tims
during aruistice "negotiations", memains to be seen). However,
the bill which from its inception was guarded with secrecy,
railed, to the best of my knowledge, to materialire.

Meanwhile armistice "negotiations™ which had commenced,
were proceeding rapidly.

Upon receipt of the Itelian terms M. BSaudouln pointed

out
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out with a disceraible alr of satisfaction that neither the
German nor the Itslian demands lncluded the cession of Colonles,
{I em still disinclined to believe that a mentality as alert

as that of M, Beudouin could make such a remark without being
eonscious of "whistling in the dark").

g,
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CONTINENTAL PALACE (o’
San Sebastian

My dear Mr. President:

Firet of all, I want you to know that I am deeply
senslble of the confidence you placed in me, and of the honor
you payed me by having assigned me to the Speclsl Migsion near
the French Government during the period when Bill Bullitt, due
to Iile remaining in Paris was cut off therefrom. I hardly
need reiterate how I value your confidence and I assure you
that I did everything within my power in an effort to Justify
thet confidence.

Then I want you to know how grand it was to hear your
volce on the telephone during those dark liours in Bordeaux. It
inspired me to even greater determination to overcome the £
Capltulatist program of the "Dictatorship of Defeatists" which
was then taking form.

I have, as you may well pilcture, witnessed a tragilc
cspectacle. Having experlenced all espects of the tregedy in
Poland, I wae able to spot the symptoms on my arrival in Tours
on June eleventh, of pending collapse. Bill Bullitt telephoned
me on the twelfth to Chateau Conde (near Tours) and asked me
when I thought "the whistle would blow" -- I answered, "48
hours." It was clear to me Ly this that disintegration had al-
ready set in, thet the end was near at hand -- a sad sight to
behold!

Even before leaving Augers for Tours, Polish Military
a8 well ae Governmental authorlities emphaslzed, in my conversa-
tions with them, that, while the French 9th Army'e defeat might
be marked down poseibly to a surprise attack by mechanized forces
the fact that 2 days after the start of the battle of the Somme
a mechanized thrust of 1200 tanks broke through the French front
lines, and that 75% of this tank column succeeded in penetrat-
ing deep into the French back area, destroying ammunition dumps
and other supply storages, showed that the French capacity, in
terme of eoulpment, to arrest these thrusts at the outset, and
to run them down in the back areas was no longer adeguate.

Hence, even before leaving Augers for Tours, I was
aware that realistic military observers among the Pollsh VWar
Office circles had ceased to be hopeful of the French capacity



to resist continued German mechanized attacks. It was clear by
this time that tlhe French lacked the equipment necessary for the
task.

While I d4id my utmost to keep you posted by cable on the
swift moving events, 1t occurred to me that you might like to
have a summary of developments in thelr chronologlcal order!
Hence, I have written, and am attesching hereto a memorandum
with annexes covering the more important aspects of the coursé
of events. I hope it may prove further enlizhtenkng and help-
ful to you.

As my exhsuastive search for means of travel elther by air
or sea to Englénd vlia northern Spanish ports has netted no re-
sults, I am cabling you for permission to proceed to Lisbon,
then to continue my search. As my incuiriee from here concern-
ing posslble means of travel from Lisbon to England have thus
far met with rather vague response, I feel that an on-the-apot
inquiry may poesible prove more fruitful.

These are indeed busy and important hours for you, and
my thoughts are with you -- as are my every wish for your
continued success with your tremendous task!

Margaret, who was deeply touched by your hating asked
after her on the telephone the other day in Bordeaux, Joins
me in every good wish.

Yourse falthfully,
Tony Biddle, Jr.,

July tenth, 1940
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 6, 1940

MEMORANDUM FCR
THE PRESIDENT

The attached is a report
from Tony Biddle which he feels
is very timely right now and he
hopes you will have a chance to

glance through 1t.

M. A. LeH.



San Sebastian, Spain
July 1, 1940

MEMO RANDUM
OBSEKVATIONS ON FACTORS WHICH
TONTRIBUTED TO FRANGE'S DLFEAT

IPRIOTLY CONFIDENTIAL -
FOR THE PRESIDENT, THE SECRETARY, AND THE UNDERSECRETARY.

The following factors, in my opinion, contributed
towards France's defeat:

Events have shown that France was (A) militarily,

(B) diplomatically, and (C) morally unprepared.

{A) The French military system, based upon a general
scheme envisaging mainly defensive warfare, proved faulty,
obsolete, incapable of coping with the manoeuver ability
and crushing force of Germany's modern equipment and attack
or "Blitzkreig" tactics of total warfare. Moreover, with the
exception of severasl days previous to the major attack on
the Somme, the French forces, as was formerly the case with
the Polish sgesinst the German forces, were afforded no
"breathing spell"™ in which to reconsolidate and to redreas
thelir lines. Moreover, French military and Naval Intelligence

Services had falled either to eatimate correctly the effective

striking force of the adversarv or to stress the ilmportance

of maintaining French eguipment upon a standard capable

of coping with that of Germany, and thus to adopt French

tactics to German strategy which had already been demonstrated
. in



in Poland,

In this connection I discerned upon arrival in France
from Ppland, at the close of the Pplish-German confliet, that
Western European political and militarv eirecles were more
given to eriticising the bresk-down in Polish defense than
to acknowledge the brillance and effectiveness of the
German attack in all its aspects (aside of course, from the
barbarie tacties)., While I am aware that the French military
authorities were impressed by the effective employment of
German tanks in Poland, and accordingly ordered a rapid
increase in French tank production, I am inclined to believe
that insurficignt importance was attached to that form of
attack which entailed the coordination of tanks and low=-flying
planes. Moreover, it was evident that insufficient attention
was devoted both to defense and to countering measures against
this form of attack., It was the latter which proved so
demoralizing to the French 9th Army at the Meuse as well as
elsewhere along the battle front,

Although the Commanding General of the Polish Army in
France, 1in collaboration with General Sosnkowski, the Defender
of Lwow, had rendered General Gamelin a complete report
in early November, on Pplish counter tactics against tanks and

low-flying
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low-flying planes®, it was not until the night of General
Gamelin'sg replacement by General Weygand that the French
General Staff, according to General Sikorski, showed lively
interest in the Polish report. That night, however, General
Sikorski was urgently requested to rush to General Weygand
an outline of his former report, it being pointed out to
him that while the report was undoubtedly somewhere in the
files, a search therefor might occupy too much time, and that
time was precious. (I recite the foregoing as an illustration
of the point I have frequently made: - that asvents showed
that neither the French nor the British manifested sufficient
disposition to profit by the experience of the Poles).

According to French military authorities, events showed
that the following ratios existed between French and German
equipment respectively: tanks 1-18; combat divisions 1-3;
automatic rifles 1-35; guns (French 75s) - (German 105s) 1-12.
Moreover, military authorities point out that under the
Popular Front Government, the Hochkiss plant was turning out
one tank per month and that on May first of this vear, Hochkiss
was producing four tanks per day, or one hundred and twenty
tanks per month,

Insufficient air strength both for attack and for
intercepting adversary's bombers in defense of centers which

were the objectives of German bombing attacks. According to
to

* See Annex A attached hereto.
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to General Sikorski, the quality of planes flown by
thirty Polish, among other pilots composing the intercepting
forces in defense of Paris, as well as those planes flown by
pilots defending the industrial region of Clermont-Ferrand,
and the supply bases of the Le Man-Angers-Nantes area, were
distinctly second class.

Germany's effective bombardment of French air fields,
especially in southwest France during the latter part of the
struggle, served to disorganize French aserial defense.
Moreover, a large part of the aviation industry, located in the
Paris district, was by that time in the adversary's hands,
Indeed, only about 20 percent of the machinery entailed in this
industry had been evacuated southwestwards by June 12, Events
showed moreover, that France's main industrial centers, and
a large part of French fuel oil storage, were disadvantageously
located from a strategic standpoint. This unfortunately also
proved the case with regard to the coal mines. Indeed, the
adversary's rapid advance cut off, even in the early stage of
the confliet, France's access to these essential centers and
thus crippled France's abilitv to replace equipment lost
in action,

Moreover, and it is a sad commentary, there were hundreds
of thousands of French soldiers in depots behind the lines

for



=B -
for whom not a gun or revolver was available. When the
French nation as a whole becomes cognizant of this fact,
the reaoction may be expected to be a bitter one,

(B) French diplomaecy, it would seem, lacked a sense
of reality; it suffered from the following illusions:

It overestimated Britain's potential capacity to aid
France, and under estimated the potentisl striking force of
Geruany's military and aerial strength, and Germany's deter-
mination to gain supremacy over Western as well as Eastern
and Central Europe. In my opinion, moreover, both French
and British diplomacy have, for the past few vears in their
relations to one another, conducted what frequently smacked
of a game of bluff, In fact, I have long doubted that full
disclosure and frankness as to the respective position
of each country, was at all times practiced between London
and Paris,

It over estimated the mood and capacity of the United
States to arm and prepare itself adequstely and in suffieient
time to come to the aid of the Allies.

In this connection, I am inclined to feel that French
diplomaecy failed to discern that Germany was counting upon
gucceeding in a "Blitzkrieg" wis-a-vis Western Furope before
the United States could achieve a state of thorough war-
preparedness, Moreover, statesmanship and diplomacy of Britain
as well as France tried to apply 1914-18 methods to the
settlement of 1935-40 problems,

France.
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France had for long, on the one hand, practiced an
offensive foreign policy, and on the other hand, a defensive
militery policy, whereas an offensive foreign policy calls
for a like military policy. (8ix years ago, M. Paul Keynaud
had drewn the French public's attention to the foregoing.

At the same time, he had publicly urged the High Command to
include in its militarv program, 10 heavy and 1 light

motorlized armored divisions, In this connection, he told

me that it was with profound regret that it was the Germans,
rather than the French, who had adopted his suggestions., Indeed,
he added, he had put forth these suggestions on March 5, 1935
one month before the Germans moved into the Rhineland).

(C) Morally, France as a whole, was comparatively speaking
unprepared. In the first place, France went to wer half-
heartedly. Once mobilized, the country was lulled by the
High Command's and the Government's declared policlies, into
believing they could sit behind the Maginot Line and prevent
German invasion of their country. Thus they were not prepared
morally to meet a surprise move by the adversary,

As in the case of Ppland, Germany's total taotics
included the terrorization of the eivilian population, The
French failed to profit by lessons derived from Poland'g
experience and therefore did not anticipate the terrorizing
effect upon the eivilian population of aerlal bombardments and
swift mechanized thrusts into villages and towna behind the
lines of combat, Accordingly, the French Government'gq

failure
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fallure to regulate in advance the evacuation of cities
and farm communities in the path of the attack, led to a
repetition of chaotie conditions formerly witnessed in Poland:
1/ the congested traffic caused by the automobiles and wagons
of fleeing refugees frequently impeded the necessarily rapid
shifting and transportation of troops and supplies; 2/ the
sight of long lines of refugees which frequently cut through
the lines of merch, had a demoralizing effect upon the troops;
3/ arrivel of these long pathetic lines of digsorganized and
be-draggled refugees in towns in the non-combat areas, end the
refugees' accounts of what they had witnessed and experienced,
gerved to spread feer and confusion in the interior, Further=-
more, the evacuation of great numbers of refugees into Weastern
and Southwestern areas three an excessive burden thereon and
caused the socliel and economic dislocation of the communities
upon which the refugees descended, It is estimeated that
housing is required for 800,000 refugees in Southwest France,
Over and above the question of French refugees, there was
the overwhelming problem of the great maas of Belgian refugees
who fled to West and Southwest France after the German
invesion of Belgium. 1In brief, all of this contributed towards
a diminution of the fighting spirit throughout the eountry,
at a time when unity of resistence was essential,
Politically, France's post Great-War period might be
characterized in my opinion, by a tendency to "ward politics" *,
It

* See Annex B attached hereto.
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It seemed to me that in the shuffling end reshuffling of
Cabinets, the main natlional objective was frequently lost in
the machinations of petty rolities. M, Paul Reynaud appears
to have had a clear intellectual foresight as to the natiords’
military and financial requirements, He came into power
late, However, even he did not thoroughly succeed in
rising above "ward politics®, as was demonstrated by the
general character of his cabinets.

Of pertinent bearing, the part which polities plaved
in the French High Command during the period leading up to
the outbreak of war and thereafter, until General Gamelin's
replacement by General Weygand, was a factor which history
will show importantly contributed towards France's defesat,

In illustration of this point: 1/ At the close of the
Polish-German confliet, General George imparted to General
Sikorskl that in early September, the Prench General Staff,
having ascertained that there were only between 12 and 20
divisions in the Siegfried Line, the remainder being engaged
in Polend, urged that it wss the opportune moment to strike
at the adversary. The Government, however, opprosed the
projeet and prevailed upon General Gamelin to over-rule
his Staff's recommendations, General George, in recounting
the foregoing, added his own opinion that an opportunity
whieh might never repeat itself, had thus been lost; 2/
despite the fact (a) that it was generally recognized in

military
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military cireles that both Holland and Belgium would play
both sides up to the last moment, (b) that for years the
"Schlieffen plan" of ettack had been on open secret, and
(e) that Frenmch militery observers had already witnessed
the German "Condor Legion" teke by storm and penetrate a
"line"™ in Southwest Poland, similar in character to the
"Daladier Line™, the French Government and High Command
neglected to extend the Maginot Line to the Channel,

Moreover, when the time came for the French Government
and High Command to make a decision as to the strateglec wisdom
of sending en Allied Eypeditionary Force into Holland and
Belgium, to aid these countries against the invader, the
French General Staff, (secording to my authoritative
informants), were definitely opposed thereto, giving as
reason therefor, the fact that Hollend's and Belgium's eall
for assistence had come too late to afford the Allied foreces
essential time and opportunity to advance without being
subjected to aerial attack, and to gain strategiec position
in the inveded territory in order to render effective aid;
furthermore, the Germans had gotten the jump on the Allies,
and a rush expedition might therefore ancounter the grave
danger of being cut off by the adversary. French Government
e¢irecles, however, due to political consideration, favored
the expedition. They felt that fallure to eid Holland and
Belgium would incur unfavorable world opinion., Hence, as

against the General Staff's opinion, Government eircles

finally
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finally prevailed upon General Gamelin who, due more to
political than military considerations involved, issued the

orders for the expedition.
On the other hand, it may be said that the battle of

the Somme proved a forerunner to the "erack up” of French
organized defense. Accordingly, from June 8, (the start of
this battle) to June 13, when I discerned that the last
vestige of organized resistance was erumpling, (a matter of
but five days), the coordination of French combat forces
rapidly disintegrated,

In my telephonic conversation from Cande, with Ambassador
Bullitt, in Paris, on June 12, he asked me as to when, from
wy point of observation, I expected the "whistle to blow",

I replied "48 hours". It was clear to me, at that juncture
that the end was near at hand. As matters turned out, by
June 13, the Germans had succeeded in definitely dividing
the French foreces into three separate groups with little 4if
any coordination and liason between them, (Similar to what
oceurred in Poland),

On the evening of the same day of my aforementioned
telephone econversation with Ambassador Bullitt, 3pitish
Prime Minister, Winston Churehill, accompanied by Lord Halifax
and Lord Beaverbrook, arrived in Tours by plane, That night
(June 12), President Lebrun called a meeting of his Govern-
ment, M. Keynaud subsequently told me that he sensed at
that meeting that French resistance was practiecally exhausted,

He
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He wes aware that Marshal Petain, Generals Weygand, Colson,
Georges and other military authorities, were opposed to
further resistance, The Marshal went even so far aa to
state that there was no hope and that he was ready to
sacrifice himself to preserve what was left of France. He
emphasized moreover, that he would not be one to leave
France to carry on the war from some coloniel territory,

M. Reynaud went on to recount that in the course or
the meeting he went to the Prefecture at Tours to meet
Mr. Churchill and his two companions. He spent an hour in
conversation with Mr, Churehill, 1In response to M. HReynaud'sg
conveying the French military authorities' stated requirements
from Britain in terms of ald, Mr, Churchill revesled that
Britain could offer comparatively few planes (about one third
of France's stated requirements) to be permanently based
upon Franee, and but 20 divisions, by March 1941, M, Reynaud
thereupon asked Mr. Churchill whether under the cireumstances,
the British Government would understand if France had to
give up the strugegle - and accordingly if he should find it
Oecessary to step aside for another Government which might
ask for an armistice., He moreover asked Mr. Churchill
whether the British Government would still feel thet France
had not welched on its contract and whether Franee might
be given favorable consideration when the time came to sit
around the Peace Table, Mr. Churehill thereupon walked

about the garden in consultation with Lord Halifax and
Lord
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Lord Beaverbrook, deliberating for another three guarters
of an hour, MNeanwhile, the French Council of Ministers
awaited M, Reynaud's return, Finally, Mr. Churchill, as
spokesman for his two companions, told M. Reynaud that they
would understand France's position in the event of what
M. Heynaud had pointed out, At the same time, however,
Mr. Churechill emphasized that anvthing that he and his two
companions might say must not be construed as & deeision of
thelr Government - but a decision representing only the
reactions of three individuals, Mr. Churchill and his
two companions thereupon took leave of M, Reynaud, stating
that their time was up and that they must return by plane
to England., M. Reynaud went back to the awaiting Couneil
of Ministers and vonveyed to his msssociates the substanece of
his conversation with the British Prime Minister and his
two assoclates, pointing out that they could not attend the
meeting themselves as their time was limited,

In view of Marshal Petain's remarks to the effect
that France's position was hopeleass and that he was prepared
to seerifice himself to preserve what was left of France,
and in face of opposition to M, Reynaud's stated policy of
continued resistance, especially on the part of High Military
authority, M. Reynaud told me that he sensed, before
the close of the meeting, that he was destined to pave the
way for another Government for which he would have to step
aside to make peace on the best possible terms, and one which
mig"t at the same time be able to prevent revolution throughout
the country. (It was at this meeting that M, Chauteamps

proposed
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proposed that 1t should be ascertained what would be the
proposed peace terms, rather than armistice terma,

M. Heynaud told me that his reasction was to agree with
M. Chautemps, but he stated without being very clear as
to the reason, thet the proposition was not adopted,

I recall his having added that since taking office as
Prime Minister he had initiated a policy of resistance,
economically, politically and militarily, but his ascendency
to power had come too late, Statesmen, he sald, should not
listen too intently to specialists, who see only their own
particular problems - a statesman must meintasin an open
mind and imagination - he alone can judge in perspective,
once he has all the facts in hand, He must take into
consideration internsl as well as external politiocal con-
ditions, and the bearing of the one on the other,

The confliet, in terms of leadership, armed forces
and equipment, might be described in parlance of the boxing
ring, as that of & good but inadequately trained amateur,
versus a first class, well conditioned professional, Indeed,
France's defeat proved an illustration of & nation "gone
soft” in face of what the leaders of France should realisti-
cally have foreseen as an inevitmble clash with the modern
equipment and total tactics of modern warfare of a Germany
determined to gain sovereignty over an envisagedly pan-
Germanie Europe. In fact, during the post Great-War pariod

there was a bankruptoy in leadership in France,

Judging
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Judging by what I have witnessed in Poland and again
in France, I am of the definite opinion that it is of the

utmost urgency that we in the United States, arm not merely

in terms of defense, but in terms of the capaseity to attack,

Moreover, it 1s essential that we either rid the country
of, or place in concentration camps, any and all persons
involved in S5th column activities, for no matter how efficlent
and well coordinated our military, naval end aerial services
might be, 5th column activities can undermine and dlslocate
even the best organized systems, as well as various aspects
of the national structure as a whole, 1In this connection,

I am of the firm convietion (as I confldentially recommended
to Director Fdgar Hoover of the F.B.I. in 1934, after an
extensive study and report on gangster conditions and their
extermination), that we should immediately institute =
system of identity cards - perhaps "softened" for publie
consumption, by some such title as "internal passports",
This would facilitare the efforts of the police and Secret
Services in combating "inside Job" machinations.

Of pertinent bearing, the outcome of events thus far
indicates that for the immediate future at least, the
countries of the Western Hemisphere are, with few exceptions,
the only ones now left wherein diplomacy as we have hitherto
been accustomed to regard it, ecan still succeed, Even in
Mexico, Central and South America, however, our diplomatists

must
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must henceforth be backed up by factora capable of countering
5th column activities of other powers., Otherwise, the
effective subversive work carried out among the masses would
more than counteract the efforts, no matter how successful,
of the diplomatic representatives. Indeed, we may look with
certainty to increasing pressure upon our direct and indirect
interests, through Sth column asctivity agents in Argentina,
Brazil, Mexico and other bases in Central and South America.
As for the Continent, there appears to be little if any
field left for diplomaecy as formerly recognized. No formal
relations between soverelign states, based upon friendship,
trade agreements, pacts of other character, and alliances
would appear possible. When a large portion of the world 1is
taken over by countries whose principle industry 1is conquest
by force of arms, the practice of diplomacy, in so far as
concerns the latter, may naturally be expected to disappesr,
As I personslly witnessed in Ppland, and as I was informed
by Polish official eireles, regerding Argentina and Brazil,
the Germans use the lmmunity which diplomatic status renders
them, to create centers of propaganda and to organize a8py
systems, Indeed, it is now clear that the diplomatie
representatives of the European dicetors, are marely the
agents of spy systems or organizations for internal disruption
of countries which have been picked out as prospective vietims,
Whether and how long the democratic gystem of our

country and the other Americas can live across the ever-
narrowing ocean from a continent dominated by dietators,

and
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and all that this implies, without clashing, is problematical,
What with Germany's intoxication over her series of successes
in having gained control over virtuslly the whole Furopean
continent, I do not exclude the likelihood either of a veiled
or open challenge to our rights under the Manroe Doetrine in
the near future. Of one thing there is little doubt howaver:
that our normal trade channels may soon be expected to
experience the strain of pressure of the two European Dictators
to elbow out our trade, with their barter gystem, clearings,
and othsr forms of restricted trade. Hence, I take ocecasion
to reiterate with emphasis, that in arming, we should do so

in terms not merely of defense, but in terms of the capacity

to attack if need be.



ANNEX A
Outline of plan for defense and
counter-tactics against mechanized
thrusts as well as mechanized thrusts
coordinated with successive waves of
low-Tlying planes, as developed by the
Polish forces in Ppland, and subsequently
imporved by the Pplish General Staff in
France.

Plan of defense and counter tactics agalnst mechanized
thrusts envisages the following:

l. It is of utmost lmportance to anticipate mechanized
attacks, It is therefore essentisl to maintain constant
reconnaissance over the adversary's front and back areas to
detect signs of mechanized concentrations, in order to be
prepared to counter with tanks coordinated, whenever poszaible
with successive waves of low-flying planes.

2. In case (a) the counter attack fails at the outset
to arrest the advance of the adversary's column, however;
or (b) part of the adversary's column bresks loose from the
engagement and heads for the front line; or (¢) of a surprise
attack; the plan calls for the followlng:

The front line of combat must open a gap sufficient
through which to permit only the tank ecolumn to pasa, thereupon
attacking the motorized infantry column, and motroized fuel
oil supply., It is important moreover, that the line of
combat is to remain at the line, and not to persus the
columns towards the rear,

3. An area of from 60 to 80 kilometers in depth behind
the front line and running the length thereof, 1s to be

regarded
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regarded as a "battle area" whereln mechanized thrusts which
might penetrate the front lines are to be intercepted and
destroyed. For this purpose, (a) swift moving snti-tank
units composed of heavy plated tanks equipped with 75s and
heavy caliber anti-tank cannon, are to be stationed at
strategic points just behind the fighting front, and (b)
troops and mobile units equipped with 758 are to be strate-
glcally placed in echelon throughout this area, It is the duty
of these units to engage, run down, and "put out of business"
within the "battle area", the adversary's mechanized thruats
if and when the latter break through the front line of combat.
Collaboration between the "anti-tank units end the troops in
echelon is essential, The latter as well as the erews of the
anti-tank units are to be equipred with anti-tank grenades
and anti-tank rifles (such as were developed in Ppland just
as the war broke out).

4, It is important that planes of the light bomber type
(equipred with heavy machine guns as well as bombs) collaborate
with the "anti-tank units" in the "battle area". (At the
battle of the Somme, once the vulnerability of the German
tank roofs to heavy machine gun fire was revealed, French
planes equipped with the newly developed machine gun, syn-
chronized with the Hispano engine, performed effectively
from low altitude),

Defense and counter tactics against mechaniged thrusts

coordinated
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coordinated with low-flying planes calls for measures similar
in general to the foregoing with the following edditional
tactics:

It is necessary whenever possible that planes, co-
ordinated with tanks, counter attack and engege the aerial
as well as ground units entailed in the adversary's attack.

It is important to note that the front line infantry,
unless in the open, should take intelligent advantage of
whatever cover their trenches offer, i.e. they must shoulder
into the side of the trench against the direction of the
aerial machine gun fire, As the direction of fire changes,
so should the infantrymen, accordingly, adjust their position,
(To facilitate cover against aerial machine gun fire, trenches
should be dug according to a crenelated pattern,

D e R R - ——



ANNEX B

Political developments which culminated
in France's capitulation,

Upon arrival in Tours* on June 11, it was evident to
me that a struggle between defeatist and resistsnce elements
in Governmental and High military cireles had gotten well
under way. Each hour thenceforth saw this confliect increase
in intensity. By June 13, the night of the Government's
arrival in Bordeaux, the conflliet was clearly headed for an
early showdown,

Despite the known presence of the 5th column and its
eaver-alert ears, moreover, both in Tours and subsequently in
Bordeaux, it was apparent that at least certain members of
the Government were exercising a marked lack of discretion,
Frequently important decisions of even the most confidential
character, taken behind the closed doors of the Councils of
Ministers meetings, quickly became common gossip on the
street of Tours and Bordeaux, That this indisecretion enabled
the 5th column to keep Berlin posted on practically every
thought and move of the French Government, there is little
doubt in my mind,

Marshal Petaln declared hils opinion at a Council of
Minlsters on June 14, that after June 13, France had no hope.
(M, Paul Revnaud later confirmed this fact to me). Whether

this

* See 3Jection 1 of Annex C
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this was deliberately put into ecireculation by certain
defeatist members of the Government then already aligned
on the side of the Marshal, as opposed to M. Reynaud, and
his supporters, 1t nevertheless spreed rapidly among the
masses, who by thet time had reached a polnt whereat they
apparently preferred peace at almost any price rather than
continue a war which from the outset seemed to be not s
popular issue, If the defeatists had circulated the
Marshal's statement in order to demobllize whatever flghting
spirit might have remained at that time, they decidedly
accompl ished thelr purpose.

Generelly speaking, Southwest France at that juncture
was a combination of (a) loecal population; (b) people who
had sought refuge there from the war zone some months
previously and who were generally disgruntled over cramped
living conditions; (o) those who had only recently fled to
this region from sections of Northern France in the path of
the invader. These had experienced in many ceses aerial
machine gunning and bombardments as they fled along the roads.

As regards the mentel attitude of the foregoing
categories, there was in general, marked apathy and complacence
in connection with Marshal Petain's reported opinion and the
subsequent report of the Government's intention to seek
armistice terms.

on
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On the other hand, this apathy and complacence indicated
that little if any considered thought had been devoted to
what might be in store for the country, once demobilized and
under the German voke. Further, this apparent apathy and
complacence might perhaps be attributed to the following
among other factors:

A letent state of mind prepared to accept defeatism, ran,
in my opinion, like an undercurrent, through the minds of all
France - not in governmental circles alone, but probably
throughout the whole country at large. As circumstances
became more acute, the potentisl defeatists became emboldened
to express themselves without fear of being arrested or even
shot, It was like a rising tide that quietly permeated, Hence
few were surprised to learn that France was defeated, and
certainly not sufficiently enangered to react,

As for those who composed the energetic element of the
inner cirecle of the "Dictatorship of Defeatists™, history
may tell whether, through possible indirect contact with
German officlal sources, they were under the illusion that
& cessatlon of resistance would net comparatively easy terms.

Between June 14 and 16, whereon M. Reynaud was succeeded
by Marshal Petain, the latter's supporters were busily
engaged in setting the scene for the Marshal's advent to power,
and in atuning maas mentality to aceeptance of armistioe

negotiations.
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negotiations., The keynote of their program at this Juneture
was to deplore openly the sad plight of the rapidly inecreasing
lines of hungry and homeless refugees along the roads between
the Loire and Bordeaur and points further south, This, among
other subtle machinations, presaged, to my mind, an early
move for peace,

During this pericd a number of leading members of the
Government, as well as the Admirsl of the Fleet, solemnly
assured me (as I subsequently cabled in each case) that if
an armistice were sought, the Fleet would never be allowed to
fall into the hands of the adversary, regardless of the
character of the terms. In fact, Admiral Darlan emphasized
to me that he had dictated to his Chief of Staff, a message
which had already been ciphered and awaited only the date,
containing certain instructions to the officers of the Fleet,
While in response to my question the Admiral gaid he ecould
not disclose the contents of the message, he could however,
assure me that his instruetions definitely prevented the
Fleet's falling into the hands of the adversary,*

On the night of June 16, a Council of Ministers was held
whereat Marshal Petain, and his supporters for a separate
armistice, formed = majority against M, Reynaud and his
supporters for continued resistance - culminating in
M. Reynaud's resignation, (As I have formerly pointed out,

M. Reynaud subsequently told me that as early as the night of
the 12th at Tours, he sensed in the face of growing opprosition,
especially among the leading Generals, that he was destined to

make

: See sectlions Nos., 2,3,4, of Annex C
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make way for another Government which might make peace and
prevent revolution within the country),

Of connected bearing, it was generally acknowledged
among unoffieiael as well as official cireles, that Marshal
Petain had been chosen as Chief to the succeeding Goverament,
in that he was considered the only man who could lead the
people into acceptance of what was expected to be stirt
armistice terms, and at the same time prevent revolution,

(At thet juncture, I was of the opinion that the Marshal,
General Weygand and the other Generals who favored eapitu-
lation, were picturing "deeling across the table" in terms
of the Germans of the era of Bismark and Wilhelm I1),

Immediately after M, Reynaud's resignation he and his
group of supporters for continued reslstance: Messers Herriot,
Jeanonnet, Mendel among others, decided on & bold move: -
to persuade President Lebrun to leave France Tor Moroceo
where, together they would forthwith set up a Constitutional
Government. This move, they felt, would enable the French
Fleet and what remained of the French air foree, to continue
operations in cooperation with the troops in North Africa,
Although M. Herriot was a stasunch advocate of this action, he
told me with no uncertein emphasis that he felt that the
people of Franee had been martyrs, and that while he believed
in the setting up of a Government in Moroeeco, and the
continuance of the struggle, he would be the first one to

call
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call a halt to this continued resistance if he felt that the
French Fleet, Air forece, and remalning troops in Morocco were
to be left alone to carry on the fight without early active
aid from the United States.

When it was decided at the Counecil of Ministers meeting
on the 16th of June, to ask Germany for armistice terms, the
line subsequently adopted by membera of Marshal Petain's
Government was to the effect that upon receipt of the German
terms, public opinion would be sounded out in regard thereto,
The bellef was expressed moreover, that the terms would be
80 stiff as to cause mass revulsion thereto and thus enable
the Government to refuse them, This in turn would justify the
departure of sufficient of the Government to Morocco to form
a8 Constitutionsl group there,

Subsequent events however, showed that the foregoing
expressed bellef on the part of Marshal Petain'e supnorters
wag aimed merely at retarding the resistance groups' pre-
parations to make a speedy departure for Moroceo, and thus
to gain time wherein to exercise striet police surveillance
over the movemsnts of the resistance group,

Moreover, it did not take Marshal Petain and the directing
"brain" behind the scene of his Government, M, Baudouin,
Minister for Foreign Affairs, long, to jockey the aforementioned
resistance group out of position both in relation to the
masses and to the Naval and Air forces. The Marshal's regime
instantly adopted the role of a "Dictatorship of Defeatistg"

selzed
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selzed control of the press and radio, and thus deprived
the resistance group of the means of contacting or influencing
publie opinion,

I furthermore sensed that the appointment of Admiral
Darlan as Minister of Marine in the Marshal's Government wasa
motivated by a subtle purpose, That the Marshal and his
supporters were aware of the Admiral's avowed determination
to prevent the Fleet's falling into the adversary's hands,

I had 1little doubt, Hence, I had more than a suspiecion,
that his inelusion in the Government envisaged the exerciss
of close surveillance over his activities, and if need be,
bringing the strongest kind of pressure to bear upon him,
in event of any slgns of sabotage by his officers and men,

I must admit, moreover, that his acceptance of the
appointment shocked my illusions to no amall degree - for
I had gained a high opinion of him and I felt that the
Admiral's place during war time was with his fleet and not
around the table with a Government engaged in surrendering
the ocountry to the adversary, Indeed, his cabinet appointment
and his aceeptance thereof Trepresented to my mind a subtle
victory for the defeatists,

Shortly after his assuming office, reports reached me
through competent channels that word, whieh in my opinion,
found its inspiration among the more resourceful and mora
energetic of the Admiral's cabinet assoclates, was being

eireulated



=
eirculated throughout the Admirelty and the Naval officers
end ranks, to the effect that to sabotage the terms of
armistice would result (a) in bringing down reprisels on
the heads of the people in France; and (b) in causing
reprisals against the families of the officers and men
engaged directly or indirectly in the sabotage,

On the heels of this report, came the report from the
Chief of the Second Bureau af the Admiralty, to my Military
Attache, to the effect that already 95 percent of the
Admiralty had become Anglo-phobes and that there was a
discernible tendency to pro-Germanism,

Concurrent with these reports, Foreign Minister Baudouin
in my frequent conversations with him, emphasized that one
of the most difficult problems his Government had to contend
with, was the curbing of the rapid growth of Anglophobia
in all sections of French publie opinion.

The inelusion of M, Laval in the Government as Vice
Prime Minister was the ocecasion for an address by him to
a group of French parliamentarians, This address was glven
wide circulation by Radio broadcast and throughout the press,
In effect, M. Laval declared it was the duty of all political
leaders to remain in the country, and that any who left
would be rendering their country a great dlsservice.

At this stage, reports were reaching me that French
troops along the Loiraﬁgpru inereasingly throwing down their
arms and deserting the‘linus. subsequently straggling

gsouthward
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southward in small groups along the roads. Competent
witnesses thereof informed me confidentially that in most
cagpes these men openly declered that rather than remain in
the line of combat with little if any amunition supply,
they preferred to return to their homes and defend their
families with bare fists, They moreover declared their
bitterness against the Governments which had let them down by
not having sufriciently prepared the country for this war.
Thus the atmosphere of defestism mounted from hour to hour.

By this time, I was authoritatively informed that
Fresident Lebrun had developed a severe case of "jitters" and
that he was incapable of making a decision to proceed to
Morocecco. On the other hand, M, Mandel, sensing the futility
of further attempts either to persuade President Lebrun
to accompany the resistance group to Moroceco or to overcome
Marshal Petain's attempts to prevent the resistance groups
departure, selzed the first opportunity to sall for England
with a number of leading politicians, aboard a French transport.

It is interesting to note in this connection that
M. Laval's declaration stigmatizing as deserters, Frenchmen
who left the country, had already had such & wide-spread
effect that the crew of the French transport mutinied
against salling for England with French political leaders,
and it therefore became necessary to replace the crew with

a French naval crew,

-
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ANNEX C

NOTES PERTAINING TO THE MAIN TEXT:

l. Before leaving Angers on June 11 for Tours to be near
the French Government I conferred at length with the military
authorities at the Pplish Ministry of War as well ss with
the Polish Foreign Office. It was the concensus of opinion
thet while the collapse of the French 9th Army, under pressure
of the German mechanized ettack might have been attributed in
part to the element of surprise, the mechanized break-through
two days after the commencement of the Battle of the Somme,
indicsted that the capacity of the French equipment was
inadequate to withstand these thrusts, Nevertheless, the
French acquitted themselves creditably, considering the odds
against them in terms of tanks, since they succeeded in
putting out of business about 25 percent of the adversary'sa
1200 tanks engaged in the thrust, However, about 900 thereof
actually penetrated far into the back area, destroying with
thelr "flame-blowing" units, amunition dumps and other supply
stores, Having in Ppland withnessed like tank penstrations
deep into the back areas, due to lack of sufficilent equipment
to check their advance at tha outset, I recognized that the
aforementioned break-through at the Somme, represented a grave
turn for the French forces, presaging perhaps even an early
collapse thersof.

2., I had a lengthy conversation with the British Pirst
Lord of Admiralty, Mr, Alexander, together with the Beitiah

Ambassador
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Ambassador, Sir Ronald Campbell, during the First Lord'g
visit to Bordeaux. They both spoke with complete franknesa,
The First Lord said thet Admiral Darlan had given his
solemn assurances that the French Fleet would not fall into
Germen hands, Moreover, Mr. Baudouin, linister for Foreign
Sffairs, had given the Ambassador like assurances in behalf
both of himself and the other members of the Government, I
sensed however, that despite these solemn assurances neither
the First Lord nor the Ambassador were at heart optimistic as
to the final outcome,

It was during the eourse of this discussion that, as I
subsequently cabled, the First Lord emphasized with great
earnestness that it was of the utmost importance that Britain
acquire at the earliest moment, no leas than 5 flotillas of
destroyers (each flotilla numbering 9 destroyers, according
to his caloulations), He said moresover, that if we ocould not
let them have the "leaders", the British Navy could, in a
pineh, make other arrangements. He furthermore stressed the
importance of our making available to them all possible Planes,
for newly created conditions would Decessitate among other
activities, dally reconnaissance over about 2000 miles of
coast - from the North Cape to Brest.

3. On several occasions Mr, Baudouin, Mynister for Foreign
Affairs in the Petain Government, solemnly assured me that it

was the unanimous determination on the part of himself and
the
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the other members of the Government that the Fleet should
not fall into the hands of the adversary - that I could
assure the President on this score,

4, In conversation with Mr, Baudouin at the time his
Government had asked for armistice terms, I reminded him
that since it was not unlikely that the adversaries' terms
would envolve colonial demands, it was important that his
Government bear in mind that, for obvious reasons, the
United States could not look with indifference upon a change
in the status of French colonies. Mr. Baudouin agssured me
he was well sware of this, and that I need have no fears on
this score, emphasizing that he volced the reactions of his
associates as well as himself,

I subsequently learned that an act had been framed en-
visaging the vesting in Colonial Governors, full authority to
act independently of the French Government, (Whether this bill
was written snd given superficial consideration merely as
paliative for the "resistance group™ in order to gain time
during armistice "negotiations", remains to be seen). However,
the bill,which from its inception was guarded with secrecy,
failed, to the best of my knowledge, to materialize,

Meanwhile armistice "negotiations" which had commenced,
were proceeding rapidly,

Upon receipt of the Italian terms, M. Baudouin pointed

out
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out with a discernible air of satisfaction that neither the
Germen nor the Italian demands inoluded the cession of Colonies.
(I am still disinelined to believe that a mentality as slert

as that of M, Baudouin could make such a remark without being

conscious of "whistling in the dark"),

B LT T —
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to tue Unlted Strtes

fr, Henrydinye, newly appointed Ambsssador of
France, wns born Februsry 6, 1890, He has holc the
positions of Leputy, Consul General, =nd udayor of
Verszilles. He wss elected to the Sen-te October 20,
1935.

During the world War, he was e member of the
French Military Mission instructing American troops
in this eountry in trench warfare and later continued
that inastruction among Americsn troops in France.

He speaks English fluently. He 1s married but

his wife did not accompany him to the United States.
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LEFEICIAL T A LA A Tt
HE BECATTARY OF STATE
AR T, B ©,

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

In reply refer to
PR 701.5111/684 - September 12, 1940

My dear General Watson:

Mr. Henry.Haye, the newly appointed Ambessador
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of France
has assumed the duties of his office in Washington and
is awveiting the plessure of the President to receive him,

I am enclosing a translation of the remarks which
the Appointed Ambassador %11l hand to the President upon
his presentation.

A copy of the President's reply is alsoc enclosed
for him to hand to the Ambasssdor in exchange for the
remarks which will be handed to the President. An
extra copy of the President's reply is transmitted here-
with, which mey be retained for the Vhite House files,

If there are any changes to be made in the President's
reply to the remarks of the Ambassador, will you plezse
let me now so that corrections mey be made.

T
Brigadier Ceneral Edwin M. Watson,

Secretary to the President,

The White House.



If you will be good encugh to inform me as to the
day and hour when it will be agreezble for the President
to receive the Ambassador, I shall be plezsed to let him
know.,

A short biogrephical sketch of the Ambasscdor is

enclosed,
Sincerely yours,
Chim &
Enclosures:

Translation of the Ambsssador's
remarks, with reoly thereto;

bkxtre copy of the President's
remarks;

Bilographiecal sketch.



AMIBASSADE
WUilingtn. 4
DE LA REPUBLIQUE FRANQAISE leshenglon. le 13 septembre 19.40.
AUX BTATS TS .

Monsieur le Frésident,

Le lisréchal de France, Fhilippe Henri Pétain,
Chel de 1'Etat frangais, m'a confié le grand honneur
de remettre & Votre Lxcellence les Lettres oul m'mcoré-
ditent auprés d'Elle en qualité d'imbassadeur Extraor-
dinaire et Flénipotentiaire de la Hépublique Francaise.
Le Gouvernement de le France m'a ¢zalement
chargé de Vous remettre les Lettres de rappel de mon
fminent prédécesseur, 1, Doynel de Saint-juentin, appelé
& un autre poste diplomatigue.

J'al, M. le Président, le privilége de connaitre
et d'aimer le grand pays aux destinées duguel vous pré-
sidez avec une si haute autorité. J'y ai fait de fré-
quents voyases et de longs séjours et je sais cquelle eat
la géncrosité de coeur et d'esprit des citoyens des
Ltats-lUnis. Cette expérience m'a encouragé & accepter
1a mission de représenter ma Patrie dans la Votre en des
heures dont il est superflu de souligner le tragique.

Jamais, au cours de l'histoire de nos deux
peuples, un Ambassadeur francais n'a assumé une téache
semblable 4 celle dont je prends eujourd'hui la respon-

sabilité.



Ma patrie malheureuse vient de subir les revers
les plus cruels qu'elle ait eu & enrezistrer ay cours
des vicissitudes de son long et glorieux passé, Entrée
dans cette guerre par solidarité européenne et pour
souserire aux encegementa qu'elle avait contractés, la
france en est terriblement meurtrie et dolt actuelle-
ment sublr l'implacable loi du vainqueur. Kais, M. le
Frésident, je puls vous dire que si mon pays ne peut
pas se soustraire aux dures obligations qui résultent
de sa défaite, 1'Idéal, pour la défense duguel mes com-
ratrictes ont courageusement repris les armes vingt
amnées seulement aprés la plus sanzlante des victoires,
reate encore vivace au coeur des Francais.

lalgré les apparences, la suerre n'est pas ache-
Vée pour nous. De cruelles soulfrances, matérielles et
morales, atteindront pendant longtemps encore d'innom-
brables foyers. La plupart des familles francaises
sont dispersées. Les feumes et les enfants de chez
nous attendront peut-étre longtemps encore le retour
des hommes qui subissent & 1'heure actuslle une dure
captivité. Dtautres fenmes attendront, hélas en vain,
le retour de leurs époux, de leurs fils ou de leurs
fréres qui ne reviendront plus.

Malgré ces nouveaux malheurs, laissez-moi
vous assurer, M. le Président, qu'il est une foree
qu'aucune puissance ne pourra abattre, c'est celle gui,
en dépit d'apparentes et passagéres divergences, main-
tiendra fiérement l'unité francaise consacrée par tant

de gacrifices.

LR



e permettrez-vous, }l. le Friésident, de com-
parer la mission dont Je suis investi par la liépubligue
Franqaise & celle qui, en 1776, a 6té confiée mu grand
BenjJamin rranklin par les 1} Etats-lUnia d'Amérique. Je
n'aurafi certes pas l'outrecuidance de prétendre poasider
les incomperables oualités de 1'extracrdinaire ambassa-
deur américain, Mais sans doute puis-je espérer, pour
tenter de résoudre les difficiles problémes qui me sont
posés, bénéficier de votre peraonnelle bienveillance et
de la compréhension fénéreuse de vos compatrictes,

L'ardente foi patriotique que j'exprime de-
vant Votre Ixcellence inspirera et guidera toutes mes
initiatives et tous mes 8ctes dans l'accomplissement
de ma mission.

Tel est, M. le Président, simplement mais
sincérement exprimé, 1'esprit dans lequel je m'effor-
ceral de représenter digznement mon pays dans le votre.

Puisse la Providence m'aider dans 1'accom-
plissement de la téche gue le Gouvernement de la France

m'a confiée auprés de Vous./.




AMIBASSADE
DE LA REPUBLIDUE FRANQAISE
AUX ETATS-TNIS
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Letter of Credence of, HenryHaye frem Marshall Petein which Haye presented Sept 13, 1940
was withdrawn from f‘iulu 11/27/40C end sent by R, F, to State Dept with translution of
remarks of Haye on occasion of rresentation and eopy of President's reply to remarks

made by Haye; slso returned ot same time was Petains letter of recall for
Da M. de Saint Quentin,



DEFARTMENT OF STATE

THE SECRETARY

September 13, 1840
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

I an attaching herewith memoranda
of my conversatlon with the French
Ambassador, Mr, Henry-Haye, in the
belief that you may wish to resd them
before the Ambassador makes his formal
call on you this afterncon,



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Memorandum of Conversation
pate. SEPTEMBER 11, 1940

sussect: REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL AID FROM THE U.S.

PARTICIPANTS: ﬂgﬁ‘rﬁ; Hggu. AND THE FRENCH AMBASSADOR,

COPIES TO:

——— e E = — e

The new French Ambassador called to present his ore-
dentiale and incidentally to have a general discussion
regarding several phases of international affairs. He
first proceeded to exonerate himself from any charges
recently published in the press theat he is pro-German or
anti-British, or tainted in any way with German or anti-
British sympathies.

The Ambassador then very earnestly referred to his
request of the Treasury Department for a release of suf-
flclent French funde to pay the diplomatic officlals of
France, wherever they may be statlioned in the world. He
#ald that the Treasury had agreed to pay those in this
hemliephere only, and expressed the urgent wish that I

would
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would speak faverably to the Seeretary of the Treasury
about the other portion of the request., e stated that

it was embarrassing, not to say humiliating, to have to
come to our Treasury for money for these very limited
purposes. I interrupted him to eay that he must know that
there was nothing of that sort in the mind of thie Govern-
ment; that the last thing it would be disposed to do would
be to embarrass any of ite loyal French friends. I added
that the Ambasesador should know, however, that thies Gove
ernment has a very definite fixed view as to the aspira-
tione of Mr., Hitler, which are without geographicel limi-
tation, and that it doee not propose in any clrcumetances
to lend him ald or encouragement, financially or otherwise,
elther direotly or indirectly, and that that is what is in
the mind of this Government in respeect to the matter about
which he inquired.

The Ambassador then spoke generally about the way the
French had been taken unawares and brought to thelr pree-
ent humiliating situation. I replied that a number of us
conneoted with this Government, including the President,
myself and other assocliates, have for several yeare pur-
sued the fixed polloy of basing all of our utterances and
actions on the assumption that Mr., Hitler was out to be-
come the ruthless and utterly destructive conqueror of Eu-

rope,
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rope, and that the Japanese military clique was bent on
the same course in the Paolfic area frou Hawall to Slam;
that from the time Mr. Norman Davie csme back from the
Ulsermament Conference and reported that the German and
Italian Governments ocould no longer be expeoted to deal
seriously with the question of disarmament, he, myself
and othere have been urging inoreased armaments here, and
thie goes back over & four to five-year period. I also
reviewed the operation of our program for international
sconomic restoration, which we initiated in 1933, polnt-
ing out the many appeals I have made to the Britlsh and
French, and especially to the British, to ald in organlz-
ing the European countries along with the twenty-tiwo
American nations behind a broad program of economic re-
construction and then confront Italy and Germany with an
offer of absolute equality in ite benefite and ite bene-
fioclal opportunities for seourity and progreses, and thle
would bring a showdown as to whether Germany was willing
to take & peaceful course or was secretly bent on nothing
but war, I sald that there wae no definite response to
this plea, whioch if acted on would have oreated a power-
ful organization of forty nations, which in turn might
well have exercised a great influence in discouraging war.

C.H.

8 CH:MA



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Memorandum of Conversation
DATE: BEPTEMBER 11, 1840

supiect: MARTINIQUE SITUATION

PARTICIPANTS: SECRETARY HULL AND THE FRENCH AMBASSADOR,
Mii, HENRY HAYE

COPIES TO:

With regard to Martinique, the Ambassador sought to
assure ue that they would preserve order in the French
ielands. I raised the question of the ninety alrplanes
out in the weather deterlorating on the leland of Mar-
tinique which the French Government purchased from American
manufacturers, and stated very earnestly to the Ambassa-
dor that, according to every rule of falr play and rea-
sonablenese, the French Government chould turn these planes
back to the Ameriocan manufacturers and perhaps get the
benefit of the forty or fifty million dollare that had
been pald out for them, I sald that this Government had
gone far out of ite way and denled ite own neede almost
to an extreme extent in order to enable the Frenoh Govern-

ment
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ment to make thie purchase and to ald 1t in ite emergency
war situation. Therefore, I must very emphatically re-
queet that the French Government take this step.

The Ambassador, in a somewhat epologetic tone, estated
that he would take the matter up further with his Govern-
ment and that he earnestly hoped something could be done,
He then proceeded at length to elaborate on the binding
nature of the armistice agreement with the German Govern-
ment, which he sald might interfere with the return of these
planes. I remarked that it would be a strange thing if
the French Government has gone that far in its armistice
agreement, especially in the light of the relief needs of
France. I stated that here there was at least forty or
fifty million dollars worth of French property going to
waste and never a more urgent need for money with which to
buy foodstuffe and other needed commodities, while some-
body suggests that to placate Germany or to give the narrow-
eet construetion to the aruistice agreement, this vast
amount of money should be thrown into the ash hopper or
sinkhole. The Ambassador repeated that he would take
this matter up in earnest. I stated that it was due him
that he should know in this oconneotion and in several
slmilar connectione where the question of the real atti-
tude of hls present Government towarde Germany and towards

Great Britain might come up, direetly or inferentially,
that
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that his Government is anti-British primarily, and, in some
respecte going beyond all the requirements of the spirit or
the letter of the armistice agreement, pro-tGerman, I said
I merely called this to his attention for the reason that
A8 We go along this Government and the Ameriocan people, re-
eponding to the anclent friendehip that has always existed
and to thie day fully exists Detween the Governmente and
the peoples of the two countries, will be extremely deslrous
to do anything end everything at all practicable and rea-
sonable for the French people in their terrible miefortune.
Then I added that the American people, however, lock on
Hr. Hitler ae the moet devastating and all-pervading con-
queror and destroyer within a thousand Years and that there
ie no geographical limit whatever to his infamous plans
and purposes; that, therefore, the people of this country
do not propoee to say or do one eingle thing knowingly that
would aid or encourage him and his ruthless foroes of de-
struction to the slightest extent. I sald this feeling on
the part of the American people began when they discovered
that the Frenoh Government had signed away to Germany the
entire Frenoh Navy, and after this country had aroused the
hostllity of Hitler by ite every possible aid to France in
her war emergency, it was impossible for the American
people to understand why the French Government would hand
to
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to Nr, Hitler a loaded gun with vhich to shoot at their
best friende; that I had emphasized this phase to the
French Government for sometlme before and until the last
8plit second before they slgned away thelr Navy to Germany;
that, of course, we in this country could not poesibly have
been more deeply dlsappointed in the aotion of his Govern-
ment,

The Ambaseador made labored efforts to point out that
the French fleet was sent to the African harbors where
Germany oould not reach 1%, and that all plane were made
80 that, in the event of any German attempt to get posses-
sion of 1t, 1t ocould either flee or souttle iteelfr, and
that in no eiroumstances ecould Germany ever get it. To
thie I replied that no matter how good may have been the
intentione of the Frenoh Government the theory that Germany
could never get the French fleet was wholly fallaolous,

I thenm emphasized the point that the German power to pre-
vail on the French to 8lgn away their fleet for the period
of the armistice would even to a more olinching extent en-
able Germany to require, and, if necessary, compel the
French Government to turn over the Frenoh fleet, loock,
8tock and barrel, to Germany in the final peace agreement
that Germany will write for her and France, I saild that
the
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the fleet could not be more seourely in Germany's hands
than 1t is now, and I ghould repeat the great disappoint-
ment that we feel in that respeot; that, of ecourse, when
Germany ocomes to write the peace terms for France, prob-
ably its paramount purpose will be to seours possesaion
and use of the fleet, and, of eourse, the French Govern-
ment will feel far more obliged to aign on the dotted
line and thus transfer the fleet, than when it signed
the armistice and, regardless of the question of inten-
tion or desire, made oertain its later transfer to
Germany. The Ambassador never did attempt seriously to
controvert or answer this statement,

A% all stages I made olear to him the continued exigs-
tence of the ancient friendship between our Governments
and our peoples and of the earnest desire of my Governmert
to be of any use at all reasonable or practicable to the
French in their unprecedented misfortune with which every-
one sympathigzed, I repeatedly made it equally clear that
the Ameriecan people are profoundly of the opinion that the
French will have no really feasible way to recovery and
restoration, exoept to a wholly inadequate extent, save
through the halting by foree of Hitler's onward mareh of
conquest, devastation and destruction; that, therefore, the

people
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people of this ocountry observe with Llnstant concern any
reported act or utterance of other governmente, inoluding
the French, whioch regardless of the actual faots, on their
face, purport to be hostile to Great Eritain in her struggle
to check Hitler, or favorable and friendly to Hitler beyond
any reasonable or legitimate requirements in the case of
the French, of the armistice terms, They know in thelr
own minds from past observation that there 1s no such thing
as appeasing Mr, Hitler any more than & squirrel can appease
a boa conetriector; that those poor little countries in
Lurope, with which the Ambaseador ig famlliar, have had
that identical experience; that this country 1s propoelng
to expend some 15 billions of dollars and organize a vast
army on account of Mr, liltler, and the Frenoh Jovernment,
of course, will realize that this ie& a moet serious busi-
ness for this country and its Government, if it has not
realized it from its own experience and that of its neigh-
bors.

The Ambassador asppeared to take in the best of spirit
these statements thus made to him and assured me that he
would do what he could to clarify and elear up any and all

questions presented.

C.H,

2 CHIMA
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Memorandum of Conversation
SEPTEMBER 11, 1940

DATE:

B NEGOTIATIONS REGARDING A PROPOSED JAPANESE
SUBJECT: ROUTE THROUGH FRENCH INDOCHINA

BECRETARY HULL AND THE FRENCH AMBASSADOR,
PARTICIPANTS: “. HENRY HAYE

COPIES TO:

The Ambassador called attention to a cable he had re-
celved on September seventh from Viehy, which, according
to him, made 1t definite that the Government of Indochina
had agreed to negotliate with the Japanese relative to a
right of way for Japanese military purposes through Indo-
china and the right to station a Japanese command there for
guard purposes. I sald that this was another one of several
oecurrences which caused the American people to think that
the French Government at Vichy was not keeping up thoase ex-
tremely lmportant relations between our two countries as
heretofore; that the Covernment of the United 3tates had

gcontested in every way short of military activities every
inch
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inch of the Japanese movement of aggreselon, which ie in-
tended to cover every square foot of land and sea from
Hawall to Biam for the purpose of the most drastic mili-
tary, political and eoconomio domination on the sole theory
of enriching Japan and Japanese citizens at the expense
of the natives everywhere, while all foreign nationals
would be driven out and eould only return to the FPacifio
area by paying sky-seraping preferences wherever a pref-
erence would be of any nlﬁ- to the Japanese interests;
that thie invasion contemplates the destruction of all
international law, treaty obligations, soverelgnty of other
natione and liberty of their oltizens, together with Japa-
nege economic and financial monopolies of any and all
kinds, as well. It was in theee ciroumstances, while the
United States was thue denying the right of Japan to
assert such domination and inelsting on the principle of
equality in all commeroial, industrial and other worthwhile
relationships smong nations, that the Frenoh Government in
Indochina, presumably under the direotion of the Government
at Viehy, has taken the opposite position as to these prin-
ciples and dootrines and freely conceded to Japan superior
and exolusive influence and control in the Pacific area
and preferences of all kinde such as must be combated un-
less two or three nations are to monopolize the world
egonomio
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eoonomic and politieal situation; that to oclinch this
position the French Government in Indochina agreed to ne-
gotiate away the broadeet and most vital phase of our
contention and our opposition to Japanese intervention
in such countries as Indoochina, the Netherlands East In-
dies, et al; that a few weeks ago Japan had soleanly pledged
to keep the status quo with respect to all these areas, and
the Fremoh Govermment cannot imagine our surprise and
dlsappolntment when it took this step without any notice
whatever to ue,

ihe Ambassador repeatedly assured me that he would
takke thls matter up at once with his Goverament, but, of

oourse, it would seem now to be too late,

C.H.

& CH:MA
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Conf Memo to Myron Taylor from FDR--=September 13, 1940
Asks for his thought on enclosed letter to FDR from
Paul 4Appleby, Acting Sec of Agriculture, re Wallaces
disoussion with the President concerning relation of
present regime in France to various religious groups
in other countries--attaches additional information
which tells of prewious mctivities of new French Amb

to Us Se==li, Henry Haye who was closely affiliated with
_Hr. Hitler's agent, Abets.

lir. Taylors reply of Sept 15, 1940 attached.

Seei1allace-Drawer 1«1940



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON
Ootober £6, 1540

My dear Mr. Preeident;

The Britieh Chergé d'Affaires has left with
me the text of the meseage sent to Marshal Pétain
by the King.

I am encloeing & copy herewith.

Believe me

Falthfully yours|

Enclosure.

The President,

The White House.



Kessage from Hie Majesty The King to
karshal Fetain.

e lo Hariﬁhul. At this serious Juncture
in the life of the Bpitish and French people I send
you a mepsage of goodwill, The armistice whieh you
were forced to make with the common enemy and his
occupation of so many French porte and aercdromes
for attack on my country have been a very grievous
addition to the burdens which my people have to bear.
Neverthelese thege tragic evente have not weakened in
British hearts the sympathy and sense of comradeship
which have grown up over many years of peace and war
between the British and the French nations. /e are
resolved to fight on to the end and we are sure that
the end will be a complete British victory over Hitler
and his régime. We have positively declared that our
victory will carry with 1t the restoration of the
freedom end greatness of France,

Reports are reaching me of an attempt by
the German Government to secure from you undertakings
that would go far beyond the terme accepted by you at
the time of the armistice. I recall that there you
expressed your determination to accept no terms
dishonouring to the name of France, I am confident
that now aleoc you will rejeet proposals that would
be a major dishonour to France and grave damage to an
ally. The disaster that overwhelmed France deprived
us of her assistance but it would indeed be a sombre
event in history if France were to range herself
against ue and afford direct assistance to our enemy.

1/



=l
I 4o not doubt that, in refusing any such proposals
that may have been made, you will carry with you
the overwhelming assent of all thoee asmonget both
ocur peoples and in other countries who have put
their faith in your honour as a soldier and who see
in a British victory their hope of the ealvation of

France.



DEPARTMENT OF STATE L)

THE SECRETARY v
November 4, 1940,
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Attached hereto 1s & tranas-
laotion of the reply from Marshal
Petaln which the Frenech Ambassa-

dor left with me this morning,

h



[TRANSLATION]

EMBASSY OF THE FRENCH REPUELIC
IN THE UNITED STATES

Washington, November 2, 1940

The Chief of the French State has received the
message which President Roosevelt sent to him through
the Chargé d'Affaires of the United States.

Anlmated by the desire of preserving the friendship
which, since the founding of the United Btates, has bound
the French people to the American people, he will abstailn
from pointing out that which, in this communication, might
cauge hilm to be uncertain of the equitable attitude of
the American Government.

In reply to the concern of President Roosevelt,
he wishes to affirm that the French Government has
always preserved its independence of action and he can
only wonder at an appralsement which 1s as inexact as
unjust. The French Government hae declared that the
French fleet would never be given up and nothing can
Justify questioning this solemn engagement today.
Preeldent Roosevelt speake of operations directed agalinet
the Britlsh fleet; he forgets, no doubt, that sea opera-
tions have, in fact, taken place, but that they were
begun by the British fleet, and in the most unexpected

manner.
Furthermore,
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Furthermore, Englend has taken a posltion against
France and her Government which the French people cannot
accept. His Majesty's Government 1s, in fact, lending
its support to Frenchmen who are rebels to their country
and whose action, thanks to the ald of the British fleet
and alrcraft, injures the unity of its Empire.

France - and her Government can assure it - will
not carry out any unjustified attack; but, consecious of
her duty, she will honorably insure respect for her
essentlal interests.

The French Government remains very deslirous of
maintaining the traditional friendship which unites our
two countries and will endeavor under all clrcumstances
to avoid misunderstandings, or interpretations such as
those wnlch doubtless led President Roosevelt to send us

this message.

Tr;JVM:HSF



A RETURN TO UNDER SEGRETARY
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Memorandum of Conversation

DATE:
Ootober 7, 1940

SUBJECT:

pPARTICIPANTS; M. Henry-Haye, French Ambassador;

Mr. Welles.

coriesTo: 8, A-B, Eu, RA, FE, EA, U-L, Co, NE, FA/H, PA/D
The Preslident

srs =140

The French Asbassador called to see me this morning
at his request.

The Ambassador commenced the conversation by com-
pleining aghin, this time in extremely bitter tones, of
the ever-inereasing misrepresentation of his Government
that was appearing in the Americsn press and the totally
false and mendacious statements which were emanating
from the British radio and news services tending to
show that the French Government was under the nomplete
control of Germany and was aoting as a puppet for the

German Government.

Frencgh Denjal of presence of German officers im Daker

The Aabassador then read to me three cables. The
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firet cable flatly denied that there were either Oeraman
soldiers or German officers at Dekar end that our own
consular representative in Dakar could confirm this
information. The Asbassador eaid that the only German
offlcers vho had ever been in Dakar since the Armistioe
were the members of the German mission which had gone
there under the terms of the armistioe agreement to verify
the munitions that existed there.

4lleged demands by Italy on Frence for gubsarine

2nd air beses and demobilizstion of troops

The second cable the Ambassador read to me was from
his Government stating that the reports alleging that
Itely had made demands on Franee for the installation of
air beases in Syria, submarine bases in North Afriean
Frenoh posseselons, and the complete demobilization of
81l French foroes im Syria were totally false. The
Frenech Foreign Kinister by ameans of this cable informed
the Frenoh Aabassador to inforam this Government thet ne
demands of any charecter with regerd to Syria or other
Freneh African possessions had ever been foraulated by
Italy.

Alleged intention of Frepeh Government to fortify

dartinigug
¥ith regard to the third cable, the Aabassader

stated that reports sent by the United Press Gorrespondent
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from Viehy slleging that the French Government intended
to undertake large military and naval fortifieations in
Martinique were totally unfounded. The Asbassador said
that the report was probesbly due to the fact that the
correspondent had read the budget for the year 1941,
whioch had included the provisions insisted upon by

M. Mandel when he was Minister for Colonies and which
budget had been approved by the French Chasbers before
the armistiee, providing for the undertaking of militery
and naval fortifieations in Martinique as well as in
meny other Frenoh colonies. The Asbassador ssid that
this budget, of course, was now a matter of past history
and the present French Government could not attempt to
earry out any of the provisions thereof. The Ambassador
was instructed to state that the French Government had
no intention of undertaking any military or naval forti-
fications in Martinique and thst the only werk to be
undertaken there was the dredging of the harbor at Fort
de France and the improvement of certain of the docks
for commeroial purposes. The Asbassa‘or speoifically
stated that the submarine base which had been planned
for Martinique had been completely abandoned. In brief,
the French Government desired this Government to know
mtﬂnuuuulthmrwuw#
thelr possessions in the Yestern Hemisphere becoming,
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directly or indirestly, the source of disquiet or of
denger to the United States.

mmmwmﬂ

Hemlgphere

The Ambassador then referred to his conversstion
with the President of the other day and the suggention
made by the President that the French Government deolare
publiely that ite Possessions in the Western Hemisphere
would be neutreligzed. The Aabassador said that he had
this morning received 2 reply from his Government with
respeoct to the fuggestion made by the Fresident and that
in this reply the French Government declared that it
desired to cooperate in every vay with the United States
80 that the United States could sssure itself that French
Possessions in the New World could in no event become a
soures of danger to the seourity of the United States.
The French Government, consequently, made the following

1. The French Government would agree that Unitead
States offiolal obeervers might be stationed in French
Guiana, OGuadeloupe,and 8t, H-ru-uquﬂn. and that al1
feeilities would be glven these United States observers
by the local French Suthorities to find out exaotly whag
Wes pgolng on and to &srure themselves that ne steps were
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in progress whioch could result in endangering the secu-
rity of the United States.

2+ The French Government would instruot Admiral
Robert, the French commander at Martinigue with full
authority over all of the other Franch colonies of the
Western Hemlsphere, to undertake with an American high
ranking officer to be sent to Martinique for that pur-
pose, the study and determination of such military
seteps as might in the Judgment of the United States be
required to avoid any disquiet on the part of the
United States Government. The Ambassador stated that
owing to the present situstion of Franece anything in
the nature of a written contract or treaty would have
™ be avoided but that such oral arrangements as might
be arrived at with Admiral Robert would be meticulously
complied with,

3. The French Government was appoeinting General
Bonnavita as Military Attaché in Washington, and should
the American Government so deeire, the General would be
instructed to leave immediately for the United States
to cooperath in the coordination of such measures as
might be agreed upon by Admiral Robert and the American
officer to be sent to negotiate with Admiral Robert.

4. The French Government believed that in all of
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the French colonies in the Western Hemlisphere there

wag nov & minimum of military forces stationed. In

the opinion of the French Oovernment, complete neutral-
iration in the sense that the existing minimum militery
forces would either have to be sent away or be demobllized
would be likely to stir up revolution in many .of the
colonies, or at least social disorder, sinoe the impli-
gation would be understood by the native populations as
being an invitation te license through the removal of

all symbols of authority.

6. While the French Gevernment would not dlscard
the possiblity of the lssuance of an official statement
by Frence with regard to the neutrelization of the
Frenoh colonies in the Ameriocas, it desired to know
before reaching a final decision vhether, if the meas-
ures above set forth were undertaken, the President
still believed that such a statement would be necessary.

I stated to the Ambagsador that I would be glad to
submit to the President the reply of the French Govern-
ment as delivered to me and that at fifst glance it
seemed to me thn gsome of the steps suggested, if falth-
fully carried out, would undoubtedly remove some of the
grounds for disquiet which this Govermment had possessed.
I said that I was glad to note she friendly and coopera-
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tive reaction evidenced by the French Government to the
suggestion made by the President.

Purghase of munitions. e$e.. in the United States
Yor French Inde-China

The Ambassador then said that he had received a
further telegram from his Government on another matter
which had cecoasioned him surprise. He sald this message
was to the effeot that the German Government had given
permiseion to the French Government to purchase muni-
tions in the United States for the use of the authori-
ties in Indo-China and that he had, consequently, been
instrueted by his Foreign Minister to take up the negotis-
tions recently conducted by Colonel Jacomy on behalf of
the Indo-China Government and to ascertain whether the
munitions for the French authorities in Inde-China could
now be obtained in the United States. The Ambassador
said that upon receipt of this message he had sent a
telegram to his Government inquiring wvhether this implied
that the German Government would permit the shipment of
the planes now in Martinique to Indo-China. He said
that he had not received any reply to this inquiry as
yet. The Asmbassador thereupon inquired whether this
Government would be prepared to faclilitate the purchase
by the French authorities in the United States of muni-
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tions for Indo-China.

I said to the Ambassador that it must be as evident
to him as it was to me that the situation had changed
completely since the time wome weeks ago when Colonel
Jacomy had been informed that this Government would
permit the sale of such munitions as might be availsble
to the Government of French Indo-China. I sald that
eince that time the Japanese forces had occuplied many
pointe in Indo-China snd it would be the obvious thing
for this Government to want to know what prectical asesur-
ances could be given that the munitions that might be
bought here, or the planes that might be sent from
Martinique, would not fall inte the hands of the Japanese
authorities in Indo-China rather than into the hands of
the French authorities. I sald, furthermore, that in
&s much as all evidenoce of French resistance to the
Japanese occupation had oeased, what reason could now
be evidenced by the French Government that the dispateh
of the munitions or aviation materiel wae of any prae-
tical or urgent need.

The Ambassador replied that Inde-China would not
only resist further Aggresecion on the mrt of Japan, but
would aleo probably soon be foroced to resist Aggression
on the part of Siam.
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1 seid that I was sure that the Ambassador must
possess the feeling that any action taken by Siem under
present eonditions must be motion taken at least with
the tacit soquiescence of Japan. I asked, consequently,
whether the Ambassador could for a moment believe that
Japan would permit the French Government in Inde-China
to aequire munitions at this moment which might be
utilized elther in reslsting Japan or in resisting Siam.
1 aleo asked what explanation the Ambassador sould Elve
me &8 to why the German Government should agcord permis-
slon for the purchase of these munitions at this par-
tieular moment when the French Government had been either
unable or unwilling to obtain the acquiescence of the
German Gove mment six weeks age to sending perfectly new
and powerful airplanes to China before the aoctual occou-
pation by Japan had begun. To all of these inquiries
the Ambessador had ne ready reply, and merely stated
that he would give me further information as to the
situation in Indo-China as a result of an inquiry which
he would address to Admiral Decoux, the Governor General.

Alrplanes in Martinigue

In speaking aghin of the airplanes in Martinique,
the Ambassador said that he wvas informed that these air-
planes had now deteriorated to such an extent that they
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would require a great deal of repalr work before they
could fly again.

1 sald that this waes not my information, but that on
the contrary I was informed that the alrplanes were being
protected and that mechaniecs were looking after them.

The Ambassador thereupon steted that should this
Government desire to send a competent expert to look
into the ocondition of these airplanes, he would be very
gled himeelf to authorize the digpatoh to Martinique
of such an agent of the United States Government.

Blogked French funds 1ip the United States

The Ambassador then inguired whether I had been
informed by the President of his conversstion with the
Asbaseador with regerd to the request for the unblocking
of French funds in thie country so as to permit the
Frensh Embassy here to pay from these funde the expenses
of French diplomatic and congular establishments in the
Western Hemisphere and in certain countriee of Furope, and
also to utilize ¢1,500,000 for the purchase of beef in
Argentina to be used in feeding French prisoners of war
in Germany and in French occupied territory. The Ambas-
sador aleo asked whether I had any information concern-
ing hie rescent conversation on thls subject with the
Seoretary of the Treasury.

I replied that while the President had spoken to me
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concerning certain features of his interview with the
Asbsssador, the President had not spoken with me con-
cerning the question of blocked funds.

The Azbassador thereupon stated that he had out-
lined the sltustion to the President and that se he
was leaving, the President had said "I hope you will
work out satisfactorily the question of your diplomatie
and consular establishments on the Americen continent®.

I said to the Ambassador that I had spoken only thie
morning with the 2ecretary of the Treasury on the tele-
phone and that I was afraid the Asbassador had misunder-
8tood the President, sinece I was informed by the Secre-
tary of the Treasury that the President had made no com-
aitment in that regard whatever. I then went on to say
that I would have to inform the Asbassador that he eould
expect no relaxation by this Government of the bleooking
of French funds in so far as the suggested purchase of
beef by France for the relief of French prisonere of war
was concerned. I sald that under the mcorpted rules of
internstional lav and in accordance with verious interns-
tional agreements, the German Eovernment was obligated
to undertake the proper feeding and care of the prisoners
of war under its eontrol. I stated that there seemed in
the judgment of thie Oovernment no Justification vhatever
for the purechase by the French Government of large
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quantities of beef to be used in the feeding of prisoners
of war, thus relieving the German Government of its valid
obligations in this regerd and making it easier for the
German Government to feed its own troope and its own
eivilian populetion. I sald that with regard to the
facllitation of funds for the payment of diplomatie

énd consular establishments of Franmce in the Western
Hemiephere, I could at this time give him no definite
reply. I saild that all I could add in this regard wae
that questions of this charscter sould undoubtedly be
more readily solved 1f the French Covernment showed a
more friendly snd cooperative spirit im ite dealings
with the United “tates and that I trusted that the

reply made by France as communicated to me this morning
by the French Asbassador with regard to French colonies
in the Americae wouldeeem to the high offieials of this
Government as an indleation of such desire on the part
of the Viechy Government to cooperate to our mutual
advantage.

The Ambassador then launched inte a very long and
exceedingly vehement tirade. He stated that the refusal
of this Government at this junoture to release funds for
the payment of French diplomatic and consular missions
in the American continent was tantamount to a desire on
the part of the United States to liquidate such establish-
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ments and as proof that this Oovernment 4id not regard
the Viechy Government as & sovereign government. He

eald that our refussl to permit French funds in the
United States to be used for the purchase of food sup-
plies to relieve the situation of French prisoners of
war was & proof that this Government had no humanitarian
interest in the fate of these unfortunate individuals
and that our action in this regard would be equivalent
to a sentence of death for them.

I gaid to the Ambassador that with regard to the
firset point, 1t seemed to Me preferable that it be not
discussed, that 1t seemed to me that it was for many
reasore inadvisable to discuss the nature of the inde-
pendence and sovereignty of the present French Govern-
ment and that I believed that on full refleetion he would
agree with me that no useful purpose could be served
thereby. With regard to the second point, I said that
I oould assure him, as I had in a previous conversation,
that vhile the American vpeople possessed to a full degree
their traditional friendship for the French people and
were animated as they had been throughout their history
by a humanitarian desire to rellieve distress and suffer-
ing of peoples in other parte of the world, it was the
oonsidered polioy of thie Government that no step should
be taken whieh would im any sense facilitate or aid the
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Government of Germany in its prosecution of the present
war.,

I seld that 1t was well known to me that Germany
had been exporting from oocupled France many thousands
of heed of cattle for her own use and that if we
agreed to permit Frence to send into the occupled zone
very large gquantitiee of beef, this would obviously
only make it emsier for Uermany to pursue this course.
The Ambassador immedlately contradicted me end gaid
that Yayne Taylor had told him that while the Cermans
had comaandeered cattle in the ocoupled tone, these
catile were being utilized for feeding Uerman troope in
that area.

1 replied that while I would not agree in any way
that ay information was inocorrect, I ocould not see the
slightest difference in the two oases presented. Here
wag the Ambassador demanding that the French Government
be permitted to send beef into the occupled zone to feed
the Frenoh prisoners of war, and yet at the same time
admitting through him that the cattle in that region
which might be used for this purpose were being utilized
for the feeding of German troops of ooccupation. I said
that what the Ambaseador had Jjust stated confirmed me
positively in my belief that the etep which was proposed

was merely a means of relleving Oermany of her inesoapable
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obligetion te feed properly and glve humanitarian treat-
ment to the French prisoners of war under her contrel
without assistance from the outside world.

The Ambassador then said that this made a "very grave
eituation”.

I pald that If he referred to the relations between
the two countries, as I assumed he did, and had made
this remark on the pretext that this Government was not
giving friendly consideration to all the requests of the
French Government, I might remind him that publie epinion
in the United States and the opinion of this Administra-
tion had been profoundly affeoted in a manner adverse to
the present French Government by three things: first,
the determination of the French Government with regard
to the dlsposition of the Fremoh fleet as included in
the terme of the armistiece; second, the refusal of the
French Government to return the airplanes in Martinique
to ‘he United States on the allegetion that the terms
of the Armistice made it necessary for all French muni-
tions in French territory to remaln where they were at
the time of the eigning of the armistice, when only a
few weeks agoe the Ameriecan publie hed been informed that
French sirplanes in large numbers had left French pos-
sessions in Northern Africa in order to undertake the
bombardment of Oibraltar; and third, the negotiation by
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the Vichy Government of an agreement vwith Japan whiech
provided for a change in the gtatus guo in the Pacifle
by the oeccupation of Indo-China, although it was well
known to the French Government that the maintenance of
the gptatus guo in the Far Fast was a matter of peculiar
concern to the United States.

Furthermore, I said, did the Ambassador think that
the statements made by his Foreign Minister inm an inter-
view with the press which the Foreign Minister was said
to have given on the evening of OCotober 4 in Vichy and
in which M. Baudoin is alleged to have stated, among
other things, "Japan is a great nation. Its preponderant
position in the Far Eapt cannot be denied by any realis-
tic etatesman, ete.", was the expression of a point of
viev wvhich would be well recelved by American publie
opinien, or which would tend to bring closer together
the poliocies of the Government of the United States and
the Government of Franoe.

At this point the Ambassador interjected to say
that he was sure that his Forelgn Minister had been
misquoted ageain and that he would cheok up to asocertain
whether such a statement had sctually been made. I
remarked to the Ambagsador that I hed been ocareful to
say that his Foreign M¥inister had been "alleged" to
have made this statement and that if this statement



wag not accurate, 1 would be glad to be informed
accordingly.

In conclusion, I said to the Ambaseador that es
goon &g the President returned to vashington I would
submit to him the reply of the French Government with
regard to French colonies in the Western Hemlsphere and
that I would agein discuss with him the question of
the release of funds sufficient to meet the expenses
of the French diplomatic and consular establishments in
the Amerioen Republice. For thet resson, I seid, I
would prefer to withhold any further discussion on
these problems until this conversation had taken place,
and 1 sald that I would ask the Ambassador to come to
see me as soon thereafter as might be possible.

Finally, I said that I trusted, in view of the
cooperative spirit shown by the French Government in
ite latest communication to ue, that the way might yet
be found for a more friendly and understanding feeling
between the two Governments than had seemed, at least
on our part, possible because of the recent policles
pursued by the Government of Mareshal Petain.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

November ﬂf, 1940

YIA NAVAL RADIC

ADMIRAL WILLIAN D. LEARY,
GOVERNOR OF PUERTO RICO,
SAN JUAN (PUZRTO RICO)

STREGTEY-SONPTTOENTIRL.

We are confronting an incressingly serious situation
in France because of the poesibility that one element
in the present French Covernment may persuade Marshal
Pétain to enter into agreements with Germany which will
facilitate the efforts of the &axles powers ageinst Great
Britain. There 1s even the poscibility that France may
aotuslly engege in the war ageinet Great Britein and in
particular that the Frenoch fleet may be utilized under
the controcl c¢f Germany.

We need in France at thie time an Axbessador who
cen gein the confidence of Marshel Pétein who at the

present moment ie the one powerful element im the FPrench Govt,

who is stonding firm agelinet selling out to Germany. I
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feel that you are the best man aveilable for thie
miseion. You can talk to Marshal Pétain in language
which he would understand and the position which you
have held in our own Navy would undoubtedly give you
great influence with the higher officere of the French
Navy who are now openly hostile to Great Britain. I
hope, therefore, that you will accept the migelon to
France and be prepared to leave at the earlieet poeeible
date.

Whi&t would you think of Admiral Reeves as your
successor in Puerto Rieco?

Flease telegraph me your reply

U:8wW;1J
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November 13, 1940

My dear Mr. President:

I am enclosing herewith in accordance with your
request the suggested letter to Ganeral Pershing, the sug-
gestéd message to Admiral Leahy, and the letter which you
desired to send to Arthur Bulzberger.

Believe me

Faithfully yowdrs,

Enclosures;
Three

The President
The White House

-

—
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FREFARING OFFICE TELEGHAM SENT TO BE TRANSMITTED

WILL INDICATE WHETHER CONFIDENTIAL CODE
Full rate MNONCONFIDENTIAL CODE

Collect lﬂlj' letter
Night latter atpatﬁlttﬂt Hf stﬂfl‘ 'm:
Charge Department:
Ful rat THE WHITE HOUSE W
Day letter

Night latte
th:l 20 November , 1940

L3

VIA NAVAL RADIO

ADMIRAL WILLIAM D. LEAHY,
GOVERNOR OF PUERTO RICO,
SAN JUAN (PUERTO RICO)

SERIGTHY—CONTTTENTTAL.

We are confronting an increadingly serious situation
in annu- because of the possibilit: that one element
in the pr-:ant French Government may peﬁuuade Marshal
Pétain to cntu; into agreements with Gnnman; which will
facilitate the nr;ortu of the axle powers ngnin‘t Great
Britain. There 18 eraﬁjtha poesibllity that France ény
actually engage in the war against Great Britain and in
particular that the French fledt may be utilized under
the uaﬁtrnl of ﬂ!?!lﬂ!- )

We need in France at this time an Ambassador who
can gein the confidence of lelhnl Pétain who at the
priiunt moment is the one pnuurrul element in the French Govt,

wHo ie standing firm against nlling out to Germany. I

Sent by operator M., L ) Lo
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PREPARING OFFICE TO BE TRANSMITTED

WILL INDIGATE WHETHER TELEGRAM SENT i Tl

Full rate S ——————— NOMOGMHFIDENTIAL CODE

Collect {Day letter PARTAIR

Right loter Brpm‘hmmt of State PLAIN

Charge Department:

Full rate ashington,
DI:'_II :u:lﬂ: G id
Night letter !
Charge to feel that you are the best man available for this

§
mission. You can taik to Marshal Pétain in lungulén

which he would understand .nﬁ the position which you
have ﬂnlﬁ in our own Navy would undodbtndlr give you
great influehoe with the higher officers ur the French
Navy who are now opénly hostile to Great Britain.’ I
hope, therefore, that you wilf accept the miseion to
France ind be prepared to leave at the dirlia:t poeaeible
date.

Hhit would you think of Admiral HJET.I as your
successor in Puerto Rioco?

Please ﬁ;h me ;rau.J reply Mr.c. /‘/ #7 /‘?AA‘H
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Sent by operator ... i M., | IS
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

December 19, 1940

My dear Mr. President:

In accordance with our convereation of this
morning, I am enclosing the draft of the personal
letter which you wished Admiral Leahy to take
from you to Marshal Pétein. If thls is satlefac-
tory, please return it to me and I will hand 1t
to Admiral Leahy before he leaves.

Believe me

Falthfully youres,

g

v

Enc .

The President,
The White House.



Dscember 19, 1940

My dear Noneieur le Maréohel:

I an giving thie personsl lettsr %o you
to Admirel Lealy wbo is leav veshington
vithin the nest few daye end will scoR pre-
sent to you his letters of ersdence ss ‘ueri-
esh Asnbaseader to Freance.

Aduirel Leshy heg been & olose rersomal
friend of mine from ths Sege of my flrstl offi-
eisl comneetion with the United Ctnter Favy,
nearly tventy-elight yeers l:f' end in this
Administration be hag filled, re know,
positions of the higheet trust. presesses
uy entire confidence.

I feel ewre that his mlescion Yo France
wvill be produetive of comuon advenisge Tt owr
two countries and 1 sz confident that you end
he will find ihet you spesk the ssme lenguage.

PVlease accept the asuvwruiges of Uy per-
eonal regard, ond belleve pe

Yours very ecincerely,

His Exeelle
The loml of Frence
rhillipe Nenri F‘u&n.
f of the Trench “tete.
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