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Raal" EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Vichy, August 26, 1941.

My dear Mr. President:

There appears, within the last Tew days, to have
been a slight hutnframdsing change of attitude in this
area toward the United 3tates resulting directly from
German difficulties in the Russian campalgn, and a
growing realization that we are really going to pro-
vide adequate assistance to the extent of entering the
war if it should become necessary to do so in order to
accomplish the defeat of the aggressor nations,

Your conference at sea with Mr. Churchill, the
presence there of military and diplomatic officials,
and the announcement that America and great Britain
have no desire for territory and no desire to inter-
fere with the form of govermment that may be esta-
blished by any people, have all had a quieting effect
on officlals of this Government.

The Marshal's public statement of August 12th,
which I heard dramatically presented to the audience
at a performance of the opers, Boris Godounov, was
very like a committal service Tor e r epublia
that really passed out when the Armistice was signed
B year ago.

It is discouraging, from the point of view of
those of us who are confirmed believers in representa-
tive government, to see France completely in the hands
of a dictator, a benevolent dictator for 80 long a
time as the Marshal survives; but so much of a "Bi11
of Righta" as did previously exist in France has been
abrogated and what are, in effect, lettres de cachet
are now employed to get rid of opposItion,

AS an example, a very attractive and perfectly
inoffensive old lady acquaintance of ours, the Comtesse
de Villeneuve, received last week a notice telling her
that she 1s considered not friendly to the government
and that she must depart from Vichy this month., She

has
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has no appeal, She holds an honorary position as Lady-in-
Waiting to the Duchesse de Guise, her Eusbnnd was killed
in the last war, and her brother is now a prisoner of war
in Germany.

The Government is very much concerned about present
and prospeotive Communist activities, partiocularly in the
occupled area. The Communist "pParty" seems to be the only
organized self-styled political party and the only group
with sufficient courage to act agalnst the invaders.

Special courts, from which there is no appeal, have
been established by decree to pass judgment on persons
acoused of Communism, and in the complete absence of a
Bill of Rights it promises to be very unfortunate for
anybody who may be acoused of Communist aoctivity.

Information received in conversation with members
of the now defunct Senate leads me to believe that the
Marshal, if he survives the German oecupation, will
endeavor to establish a constitutional government
modeled, to some extent, on our Constitution, and giving
to the Chief of State actual executive authority similar
to that granted to the President of the United States,
There are indications that the Marshal's idea of a 8a-
tisfactory form of government for France is a combination
of the best elements of the Government of the United
States and of Mussolinirs original proposal for Italy.

I find not one Frenchman who will say anything good
about the pre-war government, which is universally be-
lieved to be responsible for the complete fallure to
stop the Germans,

It does appear certain that when we finally ac-
complish a defeat of the Axis Powers there will be a
demand by the French people that can not be refused
for a return of their liberties and for a representa-
tive govermment.

Your Jjoint statement with Mr. Churechill to the
effect that people may choose their own form of govern-
ment will probably work out all right in France after
the usual rioting, street barricades, etc., with which
the French people are familiar and which to them appear
necessary, or at least customary.

Practically the entire population of France enter-
tains a high regard for America, looks only to America
for its salvation, and hopes for a British vietory,

although
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although they expect little consideration from a vietorious

Britain without our assistance,

Since the German invasion of Russia with 1ts slow
progress to date, since the American ococcupation of
Iceland, since your conference with Mr. Churchill, and
with a growing realization of the power of the American
industrial effort, we sense a definite softening of the
attitude of even the collaborationists toward America
and a revival of hope among the pecple for an early re-
lease from bondage,

If Russia should be forced to sue for peace and
release the German Army for use elsewhere, the offiecial
attitude of Vichy toward Amerioa would, of course
change for the worse at once, and the eyes of orfiuial-
dom here would turn again toward the Nazi bandwagon,

Food remains scarce in this unoccupied zone, and
there i1s much apprehensicn expressed as to the avall-
ability of food and fuel for next winter, but the
people are not yet on starvation rations.

Food conditions are probably worse in ocoupied
France.

Our importation of essentials into North Africa,
in agreement with General Weygand, has strengthened
his position and is building prestige for America while
making it difficult for the collaborators to justify
themselves in the eyes of the Arabs.

I hope the Red Cross will be ermitted to continue
its dlatrfbutinn of food and msdiufnus for children
through next winter, or at least until vichy makes some
further concessions to the Axis,

Most respectfully,
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Admiral Leahy asked me to
give you the attached,.

Eln "- ".



Vichy, August 5, 1941.
Dear Watson:

The enclosed translation of an article published
in Le Pilori of June 12th, an anti-Jew paper published
in Parls which finally succeeded in passing the line of
demarcation last week, is forwarded as of possible inte-
rest, together with a e¢lipping from L'OQeuvre of day be-
fore yesterday.

This highly complimentary publiclty in regard to
the American Ambassador is accepted as evlidence that
something is again getting into the halr of the Helnies
and their friends, and 1t is particularly pleasing to
me personally.

Perhaps the Boss, some time when he has nothing
to do, might be interested in seeing them.

There has, in the last few days, been some evi-
dence of a stiffening of the Marshal's attitude toward
the collaborationists. We think that last week he re-
fused, at least for the present, to grant to the Axis
Powers use of the French African bases, In view of

existing
General E. M. Wataon, U.3. Army,
The White House,
“ashington, D. C.
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oxisting Axis difficulties in Libya it is highly pro-
bable that the demand for bases will be repeated and

accompanied by pressure, in which event we do not yet
know what the Vichy reaction may bve,

We are bearing up in spite of few visible results
from our efforts, There is enough food, such as it is,
but I think we will manage to motor over to 3witzerland
some time soon and get a couple of beefsteaks inside of
us as a precaution against prospective future shortage.

With warm personal regards and best wishes, I re-

main,

Sincerely,

Encls.
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Source: Le Pilori of June 12, 1941,

LEAHY
AIMIRAL OF THE FAMINE.

No, Mr. Admiral of the famine, Frenochmen do not eat
that kind of bread!

Since his arrival in Viohy this admiral of a parade
flest has been much talked about., His task is 4ifficult
for an admiral, blackmall not being taught at the Nawval
Aoademy, at least in France,

This admiral 414 not find himself at a loss in Viohy,
acoustomed as he is to lobbyism, to sip, and to washington
yachting parties. The hotels of ﬂug;.nu i r hold any
seorets for him, He knows how to make himself received in
a palaoce r-unptian room as well as he knows how to be patient,
sitti in a steaming bathroom, until the Director in the
nd;lni.:ing room has had time to put on his trousers,

Despite the faot that he 1s a parliamentary admirel,
we received Leahy as we would a friend who comes to visit
us after a ve illness. We began telling him our pre-
sent anxieties., He did not listen, instead, with a look
he evaluated what oould still be told to us,

Combining Anglo-Saxen hypoerisy with Jewlsh olty
this admiral was ulmmtnnﬂnuiruun:
fide to seoret ssaries called sples.

When She first American ship arrived at Marseille it
was received with all the lioity boom whioh characterizes
Jewish enterprises: munioipality, prefect, funotionaries,
generals, ourate, pastor, and even rabbi, all the high
muullun were on the dock. Admiral Leahy acknowle

» then advanced toward the rabbi, took him by the
hands and sald to him: "It is thanks to the erosity of
your coreliglonists from Amerioa that this p was thus
loaded",

No, Mr. Admiral, it is not your Jewish bankers, {m
Jewlah frhndl, your Jewish relatives, who made poseible
the loading of this ship because, Mr, Admiral, what becams
of the sixty billions in gold which we thought we oould
entrust to you?

Your Jewish industrimlists, seelngz that the war was
loat for them, sent you to see what they could furnish to us,

Leahy, admiral of Their Gracious Majesties Roosevelt
father, woman, sons huﬂt-n, cousins, nephews, Tathers-
in-law, uncles, wading-birds, and 1ittle fishes. go back
and & in your financial waters; above all, don't come
to Paris. If you have been able fish in irouhm waters

in



in Tln:g, don't think you can oontinue to do so on the
banks the Seine,

Frenochmen don't know what to do with your caloula-
tions and your blaockmailing offers., We realise that your
position was diffioult, Compared to the noble figure of
Admiral Darlan, aureocled by the glory of Dunkerque, %o
whieh rank ecould your titles properly assign you? Con-
demned to being mothing but an ral business man, did
you think you ecould aggrandize yourself by becoming an
admiral sShylook?

You thought you could attract respect in becoming
admiral of the famine! We can easlly see that you know
Frenchmen only through the desplcable cowards took
refuge among your Jewish uornli:inniatu. hanging on to
their purse strings, and subjeoted to their orders!

The only ambassador that the new France will reoceive
from your country, when it too shall have banished its
Jewa, will be the one who, finally, after two centuries
of Jewish intrigues, will oome and render to France the
salute not yet returned to La Fayette,

Leahy, admiral of the famine, return to your country,
continue to denature the wheat, continue to uproot your
peanut plants, continue to destroy what we lack, Franoe
doss not live on charity, i1t knows the cost of Jewish-

Amerioan friendship.

Above all, tell those who sent you that Frenchmen
lo not sat that kind of bread any more.

(Tean Therolgne).



0l cmnﬂne?

ipie e s

C

A Vichy, hiu;;-ﬁh-_sgewi&e"mw;

e_._tpédié des « aff in'rgs cbm'mltgs ».-..i

_w : mw *;

uh ,d ,mﬂ_

%&

mﬁ

w 2§33 Sugllt

nmwwu.

-:

_.ﬁm-ﬂ-h-“hﬁ C

ﬁu.—i

m

l-‘-'“ﬂ*.
= H

}

.,Eé‘*m"‘«""m";.‘

llllll

3.. % f rﬁ w:.....w. 23




| Pf, | Zramat Folbar |
/ th;ﬁ 1-"&

For the President | Yﬂﬂ(

vou mi;ht like to see 1:st paragraph.
E.R.



VOLUME LIII

SEPTEMBER, 1941

NUMBER 213

The American A AR

MERCURY %

I p/

- 1%

(5 |

THE REAL FRANCE SPEAKS

By Epouarp Herrior
Former Premier of France and Mayor of Lyons

Nore: We are proud to publish this memoir — the first article writ-
ten, since the armistice, by a democratic French statesman residing
inside France. Sent, as M. Herriot says, “from the depths of his
solitude,” it carefully avoids direct discussion of the current tragedy.
But it is significantly vibrant with love of America, England and the
way of life that has been snuffed out in France, The world will recog-
nize this article as an act of courage and patriotism. — Tue Eprrogs.

ON February 23, 1939, Mayor
Fiorello H. LaGuardia of

New York, inviting me to partici-
pate in Mayors' Day at the World’s

Fair, wrote:

This invitation is extended to you as
Dean of Mayors of the entire world.
Your great record and the policy which
you established during the long period
that you have been mayor of your city
entitles you to this distinction, and the
American mayors are anxious to ex-
press publicly their admiration and
:Elprecmtirm of your inspiring leader-

ip in the field of municipal govern-

ment. . . . I do hope that the situa-

tion in France will permit you to
attend and to give us the pleasure and
honor of having you with us,

I was deeply touched by this
letter and I have kept it as some-
thing very precious. True, Mr. La-
Guardia made it much too lauda-
tory; but it contains one point
that cannot be denied. I was Mayor
of the city of Lyons for 35 years,
from November 1905 to Septem-
ber, 1940. I was suspended from
my activities on the anniversary of

the first French Republic. In 1939
263
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I was unable to accept the cordial
invitation of the Mayor of New
York. Already we had begun to
hear the rumblings of war. Accept-
ing today the call of an American
publication, I have the feeling that
I have received a compensation. I
seized with alacrity the oppor-
tunity offered me to “come” to
my friends in the United States.
It is a matter of pride with me
that I have always remained faith-
ful to them. The most beautiful
moment in my public life was when
in December, 1932, I sacrificed a
government over which I presided,
in order to respect the signature of
France and not to betray our com-
mon memories of the last war.!

I am aware that I must choose
carefully from among my many
memories. The very democratic
function of mayor — I have often
said this in international congresses
— is such that in every country in
the world his obligations are the
same. To record and to protect the
birth of children; to watch over
their infancy and the destinies of
their mothers; to assure them of
the best methods of instruction and
education; to put at the disposal
of his men establishments well
equipped for health and sport; to

1 He resigned as Premier on the iswe of the
French debt to the United States. — Ep.

solemnize marriage in the name of
the law; to create hospitals for the
sick in line with the progress of
science; to open asylums for the
weak; to assist the aged; to watch
over the poor. Even death does
not break the tie which binds the
citizen to his city, since the mayor
is the protector of his grave. Thus,
while the heads of governments
control interests often dissimilar or
hostile, the mayor is the steward of
human obligations. Therein lies
the greatness of his office.

Among the memories which fill
my journal, the most precious to me
in these tragic days we are living
through are the ones which bring
back the beginnings of my cordial
relations with two nations for
which my admiration is today more
fervent than ever — Great Britain
and the United States.

It happened that the Mayoralty
of Lyons had the great honor of
collaborating in the formation of
that Entente Cordiale which, in
consequence, guided my policies
when I was in the Cabinet or Head
of the government. This is how it
occurred: I had had the privilege
of meeting and appreciating a man
for whom I almost immediately
conceived the highest esteem —
Sir Thomas Barclay. A confirmed
pacifist, already at the beginning
of the century he believed thar the
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union of France and Great Britain
was one of the best means of protect-
ing free civilization. He suggested to
me the idea of making an official
visit, with a delegation from my
City Council, to several cities in
England and in Scotland. T agreed
eagerly. So at the end of May,
1906, I started out for Manchester,
Glasgow, Edinburgh, and some
other cities. I still possess the pro-
gram of events showing the French
and British flags intertwined. One
of these programs was adorned
with the following prayer:

For these and all Thy mercies given

We bless and praise Thy name, O Lord;
May we receive them with thanksgiving,
Ever trusting in Thy word.

To Thee alone be honour, glory,

MNow, and henceforth, for evermore.

The journey, which took us as
far as the country of Rob Roy,
made a deep impression upon me. I
may be permitted to tell you some
of its amusing sides. When we
reached Manchester we were met
at the station by a delegation of
leading citizens. Hardly had we
left our car than the crowd greeted
us with a terrible volley of whistles,
We were dumbfounded! In France
— I have had the experience more
than once! — whistling is the sign
of deep disapproval. So naturally I
thought that the people of Man-
chester were protesting against the

265

invitation which had been ex-
tended to us by the city. But
someone quickly reassured me by
explaining that in England such a
demonstration is an expression of
cordiality.

My second anecdote is more
philosophical in intent. Before we
left Lyons, we had discussed at
length whether we ought to take
an interpreter or two along with
us. But several Esperanto fanatics
who were in the party assured us
that all the contacts would be satis-
factory, and I was simple-minded
enough to believe them. Now here
we were in Manchester. His Ex-
cellency Mayor Thewlis gave a
magnificent reception for us in the
Town Hall. Perfect cordiality.
Only one obstacle — the barrier of
language! At this point I decided
to round up the Esperantists from
all sides. Alas, this only added to
the confusion] I am sure these
gentlemen were all using the very
same words, but each had his own
manner of using them. That eve-
ning I understood that in order to
bring men together, it is not
enough to teach them the same
language if they have not the same
pronunciation.

I learned many other things too.
In her passion for liberty Great
Britain gives to her towns the
right of self-government, which
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French centralization often cur-
tailed or suppressed completely.
I admired the institutions born of
local initiative — the care given
the problem of homes for working-
men; the tender regard for chil-
dren; the desire to take advantage
of everything that science has to
teach. I verified what I had learned
from my reading; what, even in
the eighteenth century, Voltaire
was describing to the French peo-
ple — the inviolable attachment of
the English to freedom. The feeling
was not born in England the same
way as in France. In our country
it broke out just before the French
Revolution. It was carried out in
the principles of 1789. At times it
has been abolished, but it has al-
ways been restored. In Great
Britain, love of liberty has its
roots in the very depths of the
nation’s history. It penetrates ev-
erything, extends to everything,
dominates everything. The King
himself places his honor in being
the protector of the liberties of
every citizen. After this journey,
I was completely won over to these
principles. From then on, I Aave
been convinced that Great Britain
and France are two complementary
nations destined together to defend
liberty, human individuality, human
Justice. I believe it today in 1941 just
as I believed it in 1906.

As was natural, we invited our
English and Scotch friends to re-
turn our visit. They did so, and
remained with us for five unfor-
gettable days in May of 1907, We
wanted to make their visit coincide
with that of the President of the
French Republic, Fallitres, and
with two expositions, one of Ag-
riculture, the other of Public
Health. Our guests paid visits to
our great silk and dyeing factories;
to the Conditioning House for
Silk, that establishment so peculiar
to Lyons, whose role is “to let
manufacturers and dealers know
the exact quantity of water con-
tained in raw materials, to fix for
each transaction the normal con-
dition of moisture in the goods,
and thus to fix the true marketable
weight.” They visited one of the
first hydroelectric installations, the
Honage Canal. We showed them
one of the oldest schools of tech-
nology, the Institute de la Marti-
niére, which “was created by royal
ordinance on November 20th,
1831, in virtue of a legacy left to
his native city by Major General
Martin, who was born in Lyons in
1735 and died at Lucknow in 1800,
in the service of the Indian Gov-
ernment.” Our guests also visited
our universities, our schools, our
hospitals.

When we were in Glasgow I had
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been invited to plant a young tree
in the park. What has become of it
now? I took our dear visitors to
see our horticultural collections,
our Parc de la Téte d'Or. Lyons is
the City of Roses.

In the theatre, the great Coque-
lin gave a performance of the
charming comedy, The Romantics,
by Edmond Rostand, for our Eng-
lish and Scotch friends. Do you
remember the story of that play?
Sylvette, daughter of Pasquinot,
and Percinet, son of Bergamin,
meet on either side of the moss-
covered wall separating their fath-
ers’ parks, He reads to her one of
the most touching scenes in Shake-
speare’s Romeo and Juliet. They
sympathize with the young lovers
deeply, because they are in love
themselves and their fathers are
unfortunately sworn enemies. . . .
As soon as they have gone, the two
fathers climb up the wall, shake
hands and congratulate each other
on the success of the scheme which
they imagine has caused their
children to fall in love. Soon the
wall is taken down and henceforth
the parks form but one prop-
erty. . . .

Today in 1941, this tale seems to
me symbolic. The friends of other
days will know how to tear down
another wall, the wall of misunder-
standing.

267
II

My visits to Great Britain in 1906
secured for me excellent relations
which have never been broken.
There is nothing more delightful
than having an English friend. I’
have had many proofs of this, I
was particularly attached to Sir
Daniel Stevenson, provost of Glas-
gow. Of my relations with England
in my capacity as Mayor, I want
to recall just one experience be-
cause it reveals so much about the
English character.

I had decided to organize in
Lyons a great exposition for the
year 1914. Near the end of 1913,
I realized that it would be the part
of wisdem to insure my enter-
prise against possible deficit, and
decided to apply to Lloyds of
London. T took advantage of the
short respite that the New Year
holiday brought me. When I ar-
rived in London, a friend intro-
duced me to Lloyds and to their
director, Mr. Heath. I laid my
plans before him. When I saw Mr,
Heath smile, I was tempted to ex-
cuse myself and withdraw. “Don’t
go,” he said, “I was amused hear-
ing you talk, because every time
anyone proposes to me to insure
an exposition, he promises wonders,
brilliant successes, exceptional prof-
its; and each time I am faced with
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a deficit. However, that's of no
importance. Here is a pencil and a
slip of paper. Write down the
amount for which you wish to be
guaranteed. I will deduct the
premium to be paid; then the deal
will be closed.”

If T remember correctly, I asked
for a guarantee of 3,000,000 francs.
I promised to pay a premium of
250,000 francs. The whole thing
was drawn up in a single sentence
—in lead pencil, I repeat — and
signed then and there. [ was very
happy for my city. The people of
Lyons have the taste and the feel-
ing for greatness, but also they
cherish economy. The symbol of
Lyons is Madame Récamier, who,
although very beautiful and de-
sired by the great men of her
time, never really gave herself to
any of them—all her life she
paid from her dividends but never
cut into her capital. I felt reassured.

“Now then,” I said to Mr.
Heath, “where shall we go to find
a lawyer to transform our con-
tract into a legal documents”

Again he laughed. “Will a lawyer
be more honest than we are? Put
your slip of paper in your pocket
and when you get back home put
it into your safe deposit box. And
sleep well.”

A few months later came the
war. My exposition opened at

last — late, like all or almost all
expositions. But it met with every
kind of bad luck. A tempest
soaked the buildings; a sudden
rising of the Rhone carried away
the bridge that led to the fair
grounds; strikes raged. What, I
wondered, was to become of me?
Full of anxiety, I wrote in the
autumn to the good Mr, Heath.
I had an answer back at once: “I
am unable to do anything for you
at this moment, because of the
concern which the coming of the
Zeppelins over London is giving
me, Wait just a few days longer.”

Very shortly after arrived from
London a Lloyds confidential man,
Mr. Prince. In a few hours Mr.
Prince had verified my accounts.
Then in the elegant flourish with
which one offers a flower to a
lady he handed me the check
which freed me. Early the next
morning he left for London, As
my City Treasurer was about to
deposit the check, he found that in
reckoning the exchange Mr. Prince
had made a mistake to his own dis-
advantage of 25,000 francs. [ cabled
immediately, and immediately [
had back an answer: “Give money
to a French War charity.” The
verification of this little story may
be found in the archives of the
city of Lyons.

Then I realized what it meant —
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an English signature. Later I was
able to make comparisons. When
the French government with M.
Tardieu at its head accepted
the substitution of the Young Plan
for the Dawes Plan, that is to say
when the Allies decided to rely
upon the signature, freely given,
of Germany, certain men, espe-
cially the Commission of Repara-
tions, were alarmed to see us re-
linquish our guarantees. 1 kept
a memorandum of the indignant
protest to the Reichstag by the
then German Chancellor. Every-
one knows what happened. . . .

During the War of 1914-1918
affairs of state or of the cityof
Lyons took me several times to
England. Here again [ should like
to cite only one fact. On the day
after the Italian disaster of Capor-
etto, I found myself either in
Manchester or in Liverpool, I do
not remember which. English
newspapers, freer than the French,
published ghastly details of the
size of the catastrophe.

On the very day of my arrival,
it was announced that Bonar Law,
Chancellor of the Exchequer, was
holding an important meeting and
I was invited to attend. I knew
Mr. Law very little. I had seen
him once in Paris playing chess at
the Café de la Régence. An Eng-
lishman playing chess is not a man
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open to impressions. But knowing
the Minister's reputation I was
curious to hear him. I went. An
immense crowd. I was invited to a
seat on the platform. I even said
a few words in disreputable Eng-
lish, but the crowd was too courte-
ous to laugh at me. Mr. Law
spoke. I remember distinctly the
contents of his speech.

“I am convinced,” he said to his
fellow countrymen,. “that in spite
of the difficulties of the present
moment, England is going to win
the war; for there is not a single
instance of a war she has waged
that she has not won. But I am
going to tax you just as though
you were going to be beaten.”

“Careful there,” I said to my-
self, “I know countries where that
kind of talk would be dangerous.”
But the huge audience sat quiet,
perfectly attentive, taking his
every word. “The outburst,” I
thought, “will come at the close of
the speech.”

He finished. There was a moment
of profound concentration. Then,
from somewhere at the end of the
hall, the organ began to play Rude,
Britannia. The crowd took up the
strains of the national anthem and
sang it out as in one great chorus,
You could no longer distinguish
the individual: it was one immense
unity, overwhelmed by the same
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passion. The song rolled over that
huge mass like wind over the
ocean. With one violent drive, it
swayed under the rhythm of that
song like a superb ship about to
take to the open sea. ... Then
I understood that such a people was
invincible when it let itself be guided
by love of country and the inspiration
of freedom.

III

I did not know the United States
until very much later, in 1923,
With several others I had created
the International Exposition at
Lyons, and I had crossed the ocean
to get some information and to
seck advice. With the cooperation
of a gifted architect whom Amer-
ica knows well, Tony Garnier, [
was building some slaughter-houses
and I wanted to inspect the stock-
yards in Chicago.

In the United States, as in Great
Britain, what charming courtesies
were shown to a Frenchman| When
I visited the Marshall Field depart-
ment store in Chicago, they had
the tact to drape my country's flag
across the entrance. In Cleveland
my very dear friend, Myron Her-
rick, whose memory remains among
us crowned with respect and grati-
tude, detained me on my journey
and invited me to his fine estate

which he modestly called his “little
farm."” I visited the Etienne Girard
Foundation in Philadelphia. I no-
ticed that of our philosophic creed
of the eighteenth century the
United States has retained not only
the liberal spirit which is the basis
of the political constitution of that
country, but also the science of
mechanical professions incited by
the great effort of the Encyclo-
pedists of the time, Rousseau, Vol-
taire, Diderot. And I admired the
ceaselessly growing appetite of the
Americans for pure science, in
accordance with Emerson's preg-
nant thought, “The spring must
always behigher than the fountain.”

I paid a visit to Samuel Gompers.
1 see him now — short, thick-set,
compactly built. He is sitting at his
desk completely surrounded by
telephones in the little room with
wide windowpanes through which
I look out on the parks of Wash-
ington. I admire that small, power-
ful head, entirely bald; that expres-
sion of vigor, those eyes never still;
those strongly marked features. He
looks straight into his listener’s
eyes. The extended finger accen-
tuates his arguments. Behind the
gold-rimmed glasses, he fixes you
with his big grey eyes. From time
to time, Gompers pounds the table
with a clean stroke, and interrupts
himself. He relights his cigar, takes
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up his discourse again, continually
gesturing with his hands., In his
secretary’s office, I notice a photo-
graph of M. Foch. Gompers speaks
of my country. “The workers in
France,” he says, “‘are losing their
economic power by reason of their
political dissensions.” I do not
protest.

If I was able to build many
houses for workingmen in Lyons,
it was possible largely because of
the comfortable workmen's homes
I saw in the United States.

I remember also the New York
Public Library, which, in its gar-
ment of pure marble, stands like a
symbol between Fortieth and For-
ty-second Streets and bears in its
lobby the following inscription:
“On the diffusion of education
among the people rests the pres-
ervation and perpetuation of our
institutions.” In the Art Gallery
of the Library I saw the portraits
by Gilbert Stuart, who, having
painted George Washington, gave
the General's features to all his
other sitters. I should like to have
been able to reproduce in my own
city that charming children’s li-
brary with its low chairs and ta-
bles, where the very young are
admitted the moment they are
able to write their names.

In a corridor at Harvard Uni-
versity I bent respectfully over

that sacred list, the Roll of Honor,
where I found the names of the
aviator, Victor Chapman, of André
Cheronnet, of Champollion. And
I reflected under the moving fresco
by John Sargent. Dear city of
Boston, whose voice reaches us
even in these cruel times and stirs
us to the depths of our soull I
remember seeing near the Com-
munity House, in front of King's
Chapel and the old cemetery,
an inscription to the memory of
the knight, Saint Sauveur, ad-
jutant of the French fleet, who
died in 1778 after having risked his
life for the United States. The
words were chosen by Count d’Es-
taing, commander of the first fleet
of ships sent out by France. It
reads: “May the efforts anyone would
dare to make to separate France from
America always be fruitless.”

I left the United States with
greater ambition to modernize the
city of which I was Mayor. In
America I had learned the value
of minutes and that the motto of
the man of action is not “time is
money” but that “time is time.”
Unlike those travelers who talk to
us only of American technique, I
came away with the conviction
that in the United States moral
purpose is the motive of all ac-
tivity.

During the war of 1914-1918
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I had been called to collaborate in
Lyons with many American men
and women of great hearts. Several
traces remain of that collaboration.
The most beautiful bridge in
Lyons, completed during the War,
was named on my suggestion, Wil-
son Bridge. A humorist said of our
city that three rivers run through
it —the Rhone, the Safne and
Beaujolais wine! Of these three the
first is by all odds the most violent.
In spite of the widening of the
river bed from its source in the
Alps, it is still more like a torrent
than a river. Victor Hugo wrote,
“The Rhine is a lion, the Rhone,
a tiger.,” It is famous for its
periodic floods.

I had decided to furnish Lyons
with a fine wide bridge. In Paris I
was made to understand that the
capital was content with narrower
constructions. I humbly asked
permission to build my bridge
longer than those over the Seine.
After many appeals I was given the
authority. I consulted a famous
French specialist, M. Auric. He
was a fine scholar, an enthusiastic
mathematician, and tried to con-
vert me to geometry in the nth di-
mension. I decided, for our bridge,
to be content with a work of three
dimensions, of a new type, the
platform resting simply on the
walls. I shall never forget the open-

_....lhuL'_~
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ing of the bridge by a detachment
of men from the American army,
General Alexander cutting the
three-colored ribbon which sym-
bolically prohibited access to it.
The Star-Spangled Banner was
the first to wave over the Wilson
Bridge in Lyons.

The United States is associated
with another Lyons construction.
Our hospitals are famous. But did
you ever notice that hospitals be-
come more famous the closer they
draw to decay? Our old city hos-
pital, illustrious for that school
which is honored to have enrolled
Ollier and Carrel, is proud of its
connections with the most distant
past. When, as a young Mayor, I
visited it, I was reminded of this
as a youthful physician put into my

hand a medal which he traced back
to King Chilperic and Queen
Ultrogothe.

“I ask the pardon of these two
authentic Merovingians, but I shall
do away with their noble house,”
I said.

“And the tradition, sir?”

I made bold to answer, “Tradi-
tion represents today what was
progress in the past. Now let us
have our turn at progress. Thus we
shall create a tradition for the
future.” As a matter of fact, some
men build for progress, others for
tradition, without perceiving that
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these are two sides of the same idea.
With the assistance of the great
Garnier, of whom I have already
spoken, we decided to build a new
hospital on a broad site with plenty
of sun and air on all sides. The basic
idea was given us by the Pasteur
Hospital in Paris. Before deciding
on final plans, we inspected the
famous hospitals of foreign lands.
Those in Denmark seemed to us
especially interesting. It was several
years before the building was finally
completed; those who profit by it
and those who have inspected it
will readily admit its advantages.
But the hospital finished, one
thing was lacking: the Faculty of
Medicine remained in the heart of
the town because we had not the
money to remove it. The Rocke-
feller Foundation came to the aid
of the University of Lyons. Thanks
to its generosity we were able to
supply Lyons with a completely
modern Health Center organized
for scientific research as well as for
the care of the sick. The same
Health Center protects another
institution, the Franco-American
Foundation for Visiting Nurses.
Before completing these memo-
ries, I should like to explain briefly
two charities to which I was es-
pecially attached — the Free Mu-
nicipal Restaurants for Nursing
Women, and the Maternity Home.

The Municipal Restaurants, to the
number of three, function under a
very simple plan. They open twice
a day for women who are awaiting
children and for young mothers. It
is forbidden to ask these women for
the slightest information concern-
ing their nationality, their eco-
nomic condition, or their religion.
“You are hungry, eat.” That is the
charity’s only principle. Only one
official paper is required —a cer-
tificate of wvaccination, if the
woman is accompanied by a child.
I take the liberty of recommending
this kind of institution to all those
who believe in sound principles of
help.

The Maternity Home is run on
the same principles. Any woman
about to become a mother may
be admitted without regard to
race, creed or economic situation.
All she need do is to present herself
to the Institution’s doctor. He
alone, bound by the obligations of
professional secrecy, will know her
name, her position, her origin.
Then he sends her to the Home
under the name which he gives her,
and it is under this name that she
is received as a guest. She is con-
stantly observed, If she is able to
work, the product of her effort will
be carefully conserved, and, in the
form of savings, given back to her
when she is ready to leave, Inso-
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far as possible advantage is taken
of the opportunity to offer these
women instruction and education.

Of my various organizations, the
Maternity Home is the one from
which I most regret being sep-
arated. How many dramatic situa-
tions I have seen there! What
letters I have received! What con-
fidences under the pledge of
secrecy I have listened to! The
Home has welcomed thousands of
women, has seen thousands of
babies brought into the world. Its
mortality rate is very low. [ learned
there the truth that in order to
save a child it must be cared for not
at its birth, but before its birth,
in the person of its mother. And I
learned, too, that a woman who
has borne a child need never be
separated from it. I like to think
that that Maternity Home has
contributed in large part to the
result that Lyons is one of the few
cities in France whose birth rate is
higher than its death rate.

At this point I bring my memo-

ries to a close. As will be readily
admitted, they represent only a

THE AMERICAN MERCURY

small portion of an official city life
covering a period of 35 years, |
wanted to show-that I was bound
and always will be bound to Great
Britain and to the United States.
I decided not to allow myself to
tell anything about the role I
played in the life of the nation.
That would be another matter. It
would lead me to recall my second
visit to the United States in 1933
when I had the privilege of talking
with that splendid leader who pre-
sides over the Republic, Franklin
D. Roosevelt. In him I found com-
bined all the qualities which give a
man true nobility: loyalty, justice,
courage. I shall never forget the
talks we had in the White House. I
would not bring this article to a
close without addressing to him an
expression of my warm admiration,
and without sending from the
depths of my solitude my greetings
to the great people of the United
States, where differing opinions
may be freely expressed and where
every one, whatever his political
group, cherishes a respect for the
human being and for moral law.

(Translated by Morris Bentnick)
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE /

DIVISION OF PROTOCOL o

MENORANDUM
September 24, 1941,

¥r. Forster:

The attached revocation of ex-
equatur hae been prepured for the
President's signiture,

The American Ambassador at
Panama has recommended the withdrawal

of the egequatur of Mr. Henry de 1s
Bl&m'&wjﬁ.

the Canal Zone, This recommendation
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has met with the full aporoval of the
Department's officials,
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

DIVISION OF THE AMERICAN REPUBLICS
8/2/41,

AA MR
Mr, ﬂanial"ﬂf ‘ ‘/
Mr, Donsede=—

I have spoken to Mr,
Reber in EU on thig matter
of the offensive letter from
the Frenoh Chergé d'Affaire
in Panagpa. He agreed that
our instruection should
authorize a "etiff" anegwes,

I checked with the War
Depertment and with ir. Rebee
on the instructions from the

Se0. of War to Canal Zone
suthoritieg pPermitting the

extensiong o
1ge, | OF O0Urtesios, eto,



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

DIVISION OF THE AMERICAN REPUBLICS

MEMORANDUM
8/1/41.
Mr, Danials:bff. EE Lj

Mr, Bonsal:

The French Chargé d'Affaires in
Panama(Frenoch Coneul in the Canal Zone) ,
M. de la Blanchetal has protested and
demanded explanations aoncerning certain
acts whioh took place on the part of
military authorities of the Canal Zone
on the occasion of the passage of the
Free French destroyer TRIOMPEANT through
the Canal on August 6. The officers
and crew were accorded the same con-
slderation as that shown the personnel
of British vessels of the same category.

When our military authorities took
over the Frenoh merchant vessel INDIANA
M. d 1a Blanchetai attemptedto go on
board but was told he could not, This
he also protests,

M. de 1a Blanchetai requests
assurances that these ocourrenoces are
regarded as recrettanla and that they
¥1ll nnt take place again. He states
that he gcannot admit that facilitiee
And aven hAanAaps he accorded to sailors
inst a n=tion Trernenizn
‘nited Ct=teg: that € cannot adm

that thege sailor® D€ authorized to




Lig consular district; and that he
o t that preas gtatements be

ued by the military puthorities re-

gurging Ieceptions organized in honor
] & gauliates,

Thus is raised the question of
relations of the United States Government
with the Government of Free France and with
the Vichy Government., The Ambassador
Tequests instructions euthorizing him t~
make » otiff angwer. He suggests that
the reply might sitply st=te that the
facilities and crurtesies received bu the
TRIOEFHANT were accorded under instructions
from the Secret=ry of War,

Ambaesador Wilson suggests the
advigability of canceling de la
Blanchetai's exeguatur as French Congul
in the Canal Zone,

0T se,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
} WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

Will you read the enclosed
from Ambassador Leahy and prepare
& reply for my signature -- Dear
Bi11? '

]'- Dl R-
Letter addressed to the

President from Ambassador
Leahy dated October 15, 1941.
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Novesber 1, 1941 {

Dear Bil1:

I have received your letter of October 15,
1941, regarding the present orgenization and the
trends of the French Government which 1s now in
the process of Tormation,

From all reports we have received the power
and position of Pucheu is apparently growing along
well recognized Gestapo lines, It would seem that
he was apparently endeavoring to install his own
Position so firmly that he could withstand any po-
litical storms or changes of government., His methods,
however, cannot make him popular. -

This country was profoundly shocked by the ac-
tions of the Germans in ordering the shooting of
hostages, which should have made clear to all French-
men the value of their "eollaboration™, It is also
felt that the Marshal might have taken & more posi-
tive stand,.

Should the Germans change the direection of their
main activities from Russia to the Mediterranean we
are fearful that France will not be able to hold out
much longer against increasing German demands for
what would unrresﬁond to military assistance on the
part of the French. Events of the next few weeks will
probably give us a clearer picture in that respect,

You are quite right in expressing the opinion
that

Admiral Williem D, Leahy,
American Ambassador,
Viehy.

#
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that this country will not join in any effort to
bring about a negotiated reace with Nazi-ism,
This attitude of ours should be clear by now to
all the world.

With kind regards,

Very sincerely yours,

I/Z(? ;uz() Z"%n—ré-f:-ﬁ- L.I? ydﬂ‘-ﬁ-#@éﬁr



EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Vichy, October 15, 1941

'

Since the beginning of the Russian campaign
three and a half months ago there has been little
change in the attitude of this Viehy Government toward
the United States or the belligerents. During a large
part of that time the unexpected difficulties encountered
by Germany in Russis have caused French officials, in-
cluding Derlan and other colleborationists, to lean over
toward our side of the question and their final attitude
is dependent upon the outcome of the campaign in Russia,

Dear lir. Preaident:

At the present time the already partly succeasful
drive on Moscow, and German successes in the Ukraine
have caused them to make preparations for n move toward
more colleboration with the Axis powers.

We are informed by reliable sources that Germany
will in the immediate future establish Consulates in
Vichy, Marseille and Lyons, and that later French Con-
sulates will be opened in Germany.

My early impression that neither the Marshal nor
any member of his Govermnment has any intention of per-
mitting the establishment of a representative Covernment
has been strengthened by time.

While it is reasonable to assume that America
at least while engaged in the task of defeating Hazism,
is not perticularly interested in the kind of Government
thet is in process of formation here, the prospect may
be of academic interest,

The general impression here is that active elforts
are now being made to build up around the Marshal as &
symbol a Government very much like, in its details and
its announced purpeses, that forced upon Italy by Musso-
lini, with Darlan or somebody else acting the part taken
in the Itelien tragedy by El Duce.

At the present time all functions of the Govern-
ment, executive, legislative, and judieial are centered

8 i
The President
The White House
Washington, D. C.
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in the person of Marshal Pétain who at the age of
eighty-six years is not physically capable of carrying
the load, and who therefore has delegated much of it

to Admiral Darlan and to some other members of his
Cabinet, While the Mershal himself is sensitive to
public opinion and is directing such energies as remain
to him toward the welfare of his people, the effort of
the dominant members of his Cabinet at the present time
is directed toward building up a politicel organization
which can preserve order in the immedinte future and
maintain the present Government when and if the German
army withdraws from any or all of the at present ocou-
pled area.

This effort is clearly indicated by:

{%é the organization, expansion and indoetrination
of the Légion Frangaise des Combattants as supporters

of the Government, and by the promise of the appointment
of members thereof to minor executive and police offices;

(2) by the activities of M. Pierre Pucheu, Minister
of the Interior, an open collaborationist who has control
of the Sureté, and who is busily engaged in building up
through the légicn and the Regional Prefects a militant
following that is very similar in its organization and
its methods to the "black shirts™ and "brown shirts" of
other dictatorships;

(3) by the delegation of much local executive
authority to six earefully selected regional prefects;

(4) by the establishment of regional tribunals
to investigate reports of disaffection and to punish
alleged Communists and other dissident elements of the
population;

(5) and by the recent appointment of M. de la
Rocgue, one-time leader of the Croix de Feu, to an
office directly responsible to the Marshal as a reward
Tfor bringing his followers into line.

Present membership of the Légion des Combattants
whieh hes come under my observation is too old and
flabby to be effective other than as a base upon which
to build a younger more aggressive organization.

Pierre Pucheu, of whom I have no personal knowledge,

is said to be young, energetic, aggressive, and ambitious.
He is expected, if his present efforts meet with success,

O sus
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to be a contender with Darlan for the position of
dictator when the Marshal passes out.

1 am told that Pucheu and de la Hocque were
political enemies at one time,

A M, Picot, one time an Ambassador of France,
and whose raliability is unknown to me, told me some
deys ago that he had advised the Marshal to make
redical changes in his Cabinet because of the publiec
lack of confidence in Darlan and other members, and
that while the Marshal is in agreement in prineciple,
he hes taken no action.

M./ Picot also told me that Pucheu asked him to
accept appointment as Head of a Regional Tribunal in
Lycns to try and award punishment to persons in that
area suspected of subversive motivities. M. Pucheu
stated to him thet the usual judieial procedure con-
ducted by the established judiciary was too slow to
be effective and that quick drastiec action is necessary
to maintain diseipline. M. Picot declined to accept
the appointment.

The lMarshal has been absent from Vichy so much
in the last three weeks that I have had no conversation
with him. We were told day before yesterday by a
friend of his and of ours that his recent journeys
about the country have been so fatigulng as to require
him to spend three or four days in bed, and that addi-
tional trips contemplated for the near future have
been cancelled with the purpose of conserving the
Marshal's strength.

He is particularly, openly, and noticeably friendly
with me, and at the ege of 86 is in an astonishingly
excellent physical condition, but I do not believe that
he knows of everything that goes on within his own
Cabinet., While I have as yet found no difficulty in
seeing him, Admirel Derlen always of late manages to be
present, and other Chiefs of Mission tell me they are
ruquire& to deal directly with the Minister of Foreign
Affairs and are unable to see the Marshal.

It does not appear possible at the present time
that without the Marshel ss = popular symbol the existing
Government or its apparent plans for the future can be
maintained unless the Nazis are definitely successful
in Russias and give such assistance here ms is necessary
to support the Viehy régime.
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A number of Frenchmen have recently talked
to me with the purpose of influenci you to join
with the Pope in arranging a peace with the Nazis.
All of the high officials here and a large majority
of the people in unoccupied France seem prepared to
welcome a peace at almost any price.

I have of course in each instance expressed a
personal opinion that America will not make any ef-
fort to bring asbout = negotinted peace with Hitlerism,

There is little or no reason to believe that the
existing Government of France or whatever may result
from its present direction of development is or will be
sufficiently strong to maintain itself after the Marshal
disappears or after peace is made,

Most respectfully,



November 1, 191

Dear Bill:

I have received your letter of Ostober 15
1941 nrru.u the present ization and the
tmh of the Fremoh Oovernment whieoh is mow in
the process of formation.

From all 8 we have received the power
and position of is apparently growing al
well recognized Gestepo lines. It would seem tha
he was apparen endeavoring to install his owmm

sition so firmly that he oould wi any po-
itical storms or o of government. His methods,
y oannot make h ar,

This ocountry was profoundly shoocked by the ao-
tions of the Germans in ordering the shoot of
hos 8, whioh should have made clear to cll Fremoh-
men the value of their "eollaberation”. It is also
z:n n‘::‘n- Marshal might have takeam a more posi-
Yo 8 .

Should the Cermans the direetion of their
main aoctivities from Russia the Mediterranean we
are fearful that Franoce will not be able to hold out

muoh I‘;afn against inoreasing German demands for
what 4 corres to mili assistance on the

part of the + Events of the next few wesks will
probably give us a olearer pioture im that respect,

You are quite right im expressing the “hmt

Admiral wWilliem D, Leahy,
American Ambassador,

Viechy.
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thet this eountry will not Joln in any effort to

bring about a negotisted peace with Negi-iam,
Thie attitude of ours should be olear by mow to
all the world.

With kind regards,

Very sincerely yours,
-

(Lepoisit) Fostandlls B (oss I



DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

November 1, 1941

My dear Mr, President:

I am returning herewlith the letter to you
from Ambassador Leahy, dated October 15, 1941,
concerning the present organization and the
trends of the French Government which is now in
the process of formation, together with a sug-
gested reply for yoym™ signature, if you approve.

Faithully yours,

ke

Enclosure:

Letter from Admiral
William D. Leahy of
October 15, 1941.

The Fresident,
The White House.
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Copy made by FIRL from copy of original furnished by Admiral Leahy

COPT of letter from President Roosevelt, Washington, November 1, 1941, to
Admiral Leahy:

The White House

Washington
November 1, 1941

Dear Bill:

I have received your letter of October 15, 1941, regarding the
present organization and the trends of the French Government which is
now in the process of formation.

From all reports we have received the power and position of Pucheu
is apparently growing along well recognized Gestapo lines. It would
seem that he was apparently emdeavoring to install his own position so
firmly that he could withstand any political storms or changes of gov-
ernment, His methods, however, cannot make him popular.

This country was profoundly shocked by the actions of the Germans
in ordering the shooting of hostages, which should have made clear to all
Frenchmen the value of thelir "ecollaboration." It is also felt that the
Marshal might have taken a more positive stand.

Should the Germans change the direction of their main activities
from Russia to the Mediterranean we are fearful that France will not be
able to hold out much longer against increasing German demands for what
would correspond to military assistance on the part of the French.

Events of the next few weeks will probably give us a clearer picture in
that respect.

You are quite right in expressing the opinion that this country will
not join in any effort to bring about a negotiated peace with Naziism,
This attitude of our should be clear by now to all the world.

With kind regards,

Very sincerely yours,
/8/ Franklin D, Roocsevelt
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The President made a recording of

this as per telephone inquiryv to
O.W.I.
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December 13, 1941.

The President of the United States, long-time friemd
of the French people, wants France to lmow that his heart
still beats for the restoration of their independence.

The President wants them to know that he is unable
to visualize a post-war France with a purcly mominal
independence,but actually acting under Cerman dominatiom.
That is the alternative before the French people today.

All of this applies equally to the great Colonial
Empire of w Its ultimate m:intenance will, of
course, be more secure if Germany, Italy and Japamese
encroachments upon that Empire are bravely reeisted by
it.

The people of the United States earmestly ha’.
thet 1t will not be occupfed and divided by the tripartite

powers.



’ EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
AIR MATL

Vichy, December 22, 1941

My dear Mr. President:

Our unfortunate experience in Pearl Harbor with
Japanese treachery, the detailed results of which are
completely unknown here, seems to have had little in-
fluence on French opinion of the war situation or its
future prospects.

I have noted in radic broadecasts your new arrange-
ment of the high command at sea, and of all the flag
officers known to me I should, given a free choice,
have selected Hart, King, and Nimitz as the best. or
the three I consider Hart the most reliable, the least
likely to make a mistake, and as being phyaiunlly
doubtful because of his age, A sea commander in this
war must be capable of teking eruel physical punishment.

One error of judgment in regard to the selection
of a CinC which I made in the past should meke me doubt-
ful but one can feel pretty sure of Hart, King and
Nimitz.

By evaluating such radio and press news as we do
manage to get here in this controlled end propaganda
flooded area it seems to be clear that Germany is suf-
Tering a major defeat in Rusasia and is rapidly approach-
ing a smaller but a more complete military reverse in
Cyrenaica.

The barometric French opinion has reacted to this
situation with a leaning over toward our side of the
question but with reservations and with preparations to
Jump back on a moment's notice,

Our friends are coming out into the open a little
mere, and our enemies are a little less aggressive for
the moment,

Your personal message to Marshal Pétain which I
delivered December 14th seems to have been rerfectly

The President, timed,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.
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timed, end according to our friends in the Vichy Gov-
ernment i1t did provide the Marshal with so much courage
as was needed to tell his Minister of Foreign Affairs
that no agreement with the Axis in regard to American
relations should be made by any Minister without his
prior approval.

That is considered here an exhibition of superlative
courage.

During my interview with the Marshal and in Admiral
Darlan's presence I took advantage of the opportunity to
say that now since we are at war with the Axis powers
any assistance that France might give to Germany such as
use of bases or assistance hi French naval vessels would
in fact amount to taking military action against the
United States.

The Marshasl undoubtedly wishes to do everything
within his power to hold the good will of the United
States which he very correctly believes to be the only
disinterested friend that the post-war future holds for
France.

While I entertaln for the Marshal a very high
personal regard there is little if any reason to believe
that he will do anything to help win the war or that he
will offer any effective resistance to future German de-
mands that are accompanied with the usual threats of
punishment in the event of refusal to agree.

Since my last talk with the Marshal one week ago
we hear from our reliable informants in the Government
offices that Germany 1s applying heavy pressure on Vichy
to grant certain demands which have not yet been pre-
sented in the form of an ultimatum.

Some of our informants know what these demands are
but say they are not free to give us any details other
than that the demands are seriocus and extensive and that
they are so far not pointed directly at the American
Embassy.

wWe think the demeands include assistance to the
Axis troops in Lyblia, base facilities, and probably the
use of naval vessels to convoy French merchant ships in
the Mediterranesn and elsewhere.

Yesterday, Sunday, the following offlcials from
North Africa arrived by airplane without any publie

notice ...
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notice snd the press has not been permitted to say
anything whatever about their arrival:

hes General Juin, Commender of the Army in North
rica;

General Noguds, Resident General of Moroecco;

Admiral Esteva, Resident General of Tunisia.

In spite of the veil of secrecy which envelopes
the visit of these officimls we are of the opinion
that they are here to discuss current demands made by
Germany for assistance in North Africa.

We note thet Boisson, Governor of the Dakar regionm,
is not with the others.

The interruption of our mail service will probably
make all of this ancient history before the letter
reaches Washington, but it will give you a brief sketch
of the local situstion as we see it from here today.

our friends say that public announcement in America
of an sgreement with Admiral Robert regarding Martinique
hes mede difficulties with the Germans and that 1t has
been necessary to deny thet any such esgreement has been
made.

Our requisitioning of the NORMANDIE seems to have
produced no viclent reaction whatever.

So far, whether it is worth anything or not, we
have succeeded in keeping the attitude of the Marshal
and the French public altogether friemdly toward us in
spite of continued Germen efforts to the contrary.

Some of our anti-Axis friends believe that in view
of German reverses in Russiam, the Axis defeat in Lybia,
and our entry into the war, there 1s a posaibility that
the Marshsl may refuse to surrender to German demands
to which we take serious objection.

Judging from past performences I would think that
is at best only a possibility and definitely not a
probabllity.

It is however certain that the Marshal does not
desire a diplomatic break with the United States.



THE WHITE HOUSE
‘ WASHINGTON

December 29, 1941.

. The attached letters were
given to Mr. Matthews, Counselor
of the American Embassy, London,
to take to Lisbon on December 28th.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

DEC 27 194!

My dear Mr, President:
- In compliance with your suggestion I enclose

the drafte of a letter to Marshal Petaln and of one

to Q:Earal Weygand for your eignature, 1f you approve,

It is understood that these would be delivered by
safe hand to Ambaseador Leahy for presentation, should
the desired cocasion arise,

Failthfully yours,

Enclosure:
Two drafts,

The President,
The White House.
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soatridution 1s and hes
Been to ite welfare sad future grestness. As a
1ifelong friend of Freance I share your reselution.

It ir in this particuler sense that I write
-llumﬂlﬂtﬁ-tulhummlh-

you
that 1le shead, your devotlon te the best interssts
of your ecountry will rlse sbove any adverse slroum-
stanee.

In eonelusion, I exvress ay sordial greetings
to you.

Very eineerely yours,

Genersl Saxise Yeygand,
Franse.
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